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HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
Fridt^^  ilffly  18,  181(X 
[Second  I^bpobt  on  PBocfiEDJMcs  bb- 

tPBCTING     SiB    F,    BuBDBTT's    NoTICES.] 

Mr.  2>.  Giddjjf  brought  up  9t  secQiid  Re- 
port from  the  committee  appointed  to 
consider  the  ooiicei  o(  action  sen^t  by  sir 
F.  Buidett.  The  Report  was  read  at  the 
table  by  (he  clerk,  and  will  be  found  in 
the  Appendix  to  the  present  volume^  Oo 
the  motion,  that  it  be  laid  on  the  table 
•nd  printed^ 

Mr.  Horner  expressed  his  surprise  that 
tlie  Committee  should  b^ve  thought  it  ne- 
^ssary  to  go  into,  such  details  with  respect 
io  a  right,  which  the  House  undoubtedly 
bad  exercised  from  lime  immemorial.  He 
did  90t  think  the  Committee  were  entitled 
to  go  into  an  argumentative  detail  upon 
the  snbjectj  and  if  such  a  report  should  be 
receiTed  without  any  notice  being  tajcen 
oik,  the  foundation  of  the  privilege  might 
he  bjought  into  doubt,  where  otherwise 
tbei^  could  have  been  no  reasonable 
grojond  whatever  of  doubt  on  the  subject. 
He  believed  this  wtas  the  6rst  time,  tbat  a 
Coumttee  appointed  for  an  inquiry  into 
tbe  privileges  of  the  House  had  resorted 
to  |be  antl^rity  of  the'  courts  of  lavr  and 
of  judges.  He  believed  it  had  been  the 
constant  ppiaxim  of  tbe  most  enlightened 
xnep  who  liyed  in  tin\ea  w:hen  the  princi- 

Slea  of  liberty  were  at  least  as  well  un- 
ersl^od  aqd  acted  i^pop  9^  now;  men 
wtbo  h^d  defended  the  liberties  of  the  peo* 
pie  through  the  privileges  of  that  House, 
ihat  their  privileges  were  not  to  be  judged 
of  by  analogy  to  common  law  proceedings, 
nor  to  be  founded  i^pon  the  t^tbority  of 

YQU  XVII. 


judges.— But  not  content  with  adverting 
to  common  law  proceedings,  and  the  an- 
tbority  of  judKCs,  the  coo^niittee  had  gone 
into  a'detailed  reasoning  upon  the  geneial 
expediency  of  this  privilege.  X^is  did 
appear  to  bim  to  be  going  beyond  their 
aethority  : — ^They  should  have  looked  a^ 
the  journalflw  and  stated  simply  in  their  re* 
port,  what  was  to  be  found  there,  as  to  the 
privileges  of  the  House ;  they  ought  not 
in  hia  opinion  to  have  entered  upon  gene- 
ral discussion  as  to  the  question  of  utility. 
They  would  not,  he  believed,  be  borne 
out  in  the  course  they  had  taken  by  tbe 
practice  of  the  best  times.  Then  they 
said  that  the  existence  of  the  privilege  had 
been  assented  to  in  a  conference  with  the 
House  of  Lords :  this  did  appear  to  him 
an  improper  mode  of  supporting  the  pri- 
vileges Oi  the  House  of  Commons.  Their 
dissent  could  not  have  weakened  the  real 
foundation  of  these  privileges. 

Mr.  WilberfcTce  being  a  member  of  that 
committee,  could  not  help  expressing  hit 
dissent  from  the  charges  which  had  been 
urged  against  it.  He  could  not  very  well 
understand  the  reason  why  tbe  charges 
were  made,  till  some  light  had  broke  in 
upon  him^  as  to  the  motives  from  which 
several  j;entlemen  bad  refused  to  give 
their  assistance  at  the  committee,  when 
he  considered  the  stale  of  parties.  They 
certainly  had  an  opportunity  by  that  con- 
due^  of  raising  objections  to  w  proceed* 
ings  of  their  political  adversaries.  But 
realty  it  did  appear  yery  atrange  to  him, 
that  it  should  be  laid,  tbat  th^  righu  of 
the  Houiie  had  been  at  all  compromised 
by  a  reference  to  a  declaration  of  tbe 
Hooie  o(  Lo^dt  distinctly  adIiQi&ting  th^ 
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pri?ilege  which  had  been  called  in  qoes- 
tion,  when  it  was  considered  that  the  Hoase 
of  Lords  was  the  most  likely  to  deny  the 
existence  of  the  privilege^  if  there  bad 
been  aqy  real  doubt  about  it.  Did  not 
this  shew,  that  the  existence  of  this  pri- 
Tilege  in  the  House  of  Commons  was  un- 
questionable ?  Then,  as  to  the  objection, 
with  respect  to  the  courts  of  law,  were 
they  so  alienated,  so  utterly  unconnected 
with  the  ordinary  courts  of  law,  that  their 
authority  was  to  go  for  nothing,  when  it 
appeared  that  those  courts  had  uniformly 
decided  in  favour  of  the  existence  of  the 
privileges?  So  far  from  weakening  the 
foundation  of  the  privilege,  the  acknow- 
ledgment of  these  most  respectable  autho- 
tities,  in  his  opinion^  very  much  strength- 
ened it.  The  committee  therefore  had 
seen  no  reason  whatever  when  called  upon 
for  their  opinion  to  abstain  from  stating 
that,  in  their  judgment,  this  privilege 
was  connected  with  the  security  of  the 
liberties  of  the  subject. 

Mr.  Ponsonhy  was  not  in  the  House  when 
the  report  was  read,  but  he  had  heard  a 
part    of  his    hon.    and   learned   friend's 
speech,  and  of  that,  as  far  as  he  heard  it, 
be  expressed  his  most  unqualified  appro- 
bation.   The  hon.  gent,  who  had  just  sat 
down,  had  not,  it  appeared,  understood 
that  speech  till  a  new  light  had  broke  in 
upon  him  from  a  consideration  of  a  state 
of  parties  ;  a  light  which  had  shewn  him 
that  the  reason  for  their  not  attending  the 
committee  was,  that   they    might    have 
something  to  say  against  the  proceedings 
of  their  political  adversaries.    There  was 
just  about  as  much  candour  in  the  obser- 
vation as  there  generally  was  in  the  re- 
marks of  those  who  boasted  that  they  be- 
lopged  to  no  party,  and  held  themselves 
out  superior  to  all.     He  (Mr.  P.)  might 
say,  that  there  was  a  set  of  persons  in  that 
House  ever  balancing  between  two  par- 
ties, and  watching  to  see  how  the  sub- 
jects brought  under  discassion  would  turn, 
that  they  might  take   that   side   which 
should  appear  to  be  the  most  popular  in 
the  House,  and  most  agreeable  to  the  ge- 
nerality of  the  members.    He  might  say 
that  the  hon.  gent,  bad  cautiously  refrain- 
ed from  giving  his  opinion  on  this  subject, 
Cill  be  had  pretty  well  ascertained  what 
were  the  sentiments  on  both  sides  of  the 
House.    If  he  had  so  spoken  of  the  con- 
duct of  the  hon.   gent,  he  would  have 
done  him  injustice ;  but  he  certainly  was 
as  much  exposed  to  an  observation  of  that 


impute  improper  motives,  were  exposed 
to  the  remarks  which  he  had  made.  Not 
having  heard  the  Report  read,  he  could 
not  say  whether  he  should  approve  of  it 
or  not ;  but  he  objected  to  its  being  print- 
ed before  it  was  considered  by  the  House. 
It  might  be  said,  that  the  House  could  not 
be  sufficiently  masters  of  its  contents  to 
come  to  the  discussion,  till  it  was  printed. 
In  ordinary  cases  he  would  admit  the  soli- 
dity of  that  objection,  but  in  this  he  could 
not.  If  it  was  printed  now,  it  would  go 
to  all  quarters  of  the  country  as  fast  as  the 
post  would  carry  it,  and  it  would  go  with 
a  great  share  of  the  authority  of  the 
House  attached  to  it ;  whereas,  on  exami* 
nation,  the  House  might  see  reason  to  dis- 
sent from  it.  He  had  voted  against  the 
appointment  of  any  committee  on  the 
subject,  though  be  had  been  ready  and 
forward  in  defending  the  privileges  of  the 
House.  He  hoped,  therefore,  that  the 
printing  would  be  postponed  for  three  or 
four  days,  that  some  opportunity  might 
be  given  to  the  House  to  ascertam,  whe- 
ther the  report  was  such  as  it  oqght  to  ap- 
prove. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  observ- 
ed, that  the  report  most  be  recorded  on 
the  Journals — a  much  more  solemn  act  of 
the  House,  than  an  order  to  print.    If  the 
right  hon.  geot.  had  heard  the  report,  he 
did   not  think   he  would  have   objected 
to  it;    and  in  order  to  bear  it,    he  had 
only  to  desire  it  to  be  read  again  by  the 
clerk.    The  very  object  of  printing^  the 
papers  of  that  House  was  to   give  the 
members  an  opportunity  of  judging.   The 
right  hon.  gent,  had  said  that  he  approved 
of  the  speech  of  his  hon.  friend  behind 
him,  which  was  very  kind  in  him,  when 
that  speech  was  founded  on  a  report  which 
the  right  hon.  gent,  had  acknowledged  he 
had  not  heard.    This,  no  doubt,  proceed- 
ed from  a  sort  of  kindness  entertained  for 
one  who  generally  agreed  in  opinion  with 
himself.    He  gave  the  right  hon.  gent  full 
credit  for  the  manner  in  which  he  stood 
op  at  last  in  defence  of  the  privileges  of 
the  House  ;  but  he  could  not  give  hitti 
credit  for  being   remarkably  forward  in 
the  cause.    With  the  view  which  the 
hon.   and  learned  gent,  who  began  this 
discussion  had,  he  ought  to  have  cOme 
forward  a  little  sooner.    His  objections  to 
the  report  were  unfounded;  but  he  re- 
joiced at  the  alacrity  with  which  that  hon. 
and  learned  gent,    had   at  length  coma 
forward  in  defence  of  the  privileges  of  tho 


kind  as  those  to  whom  he  bad  choseo  to  J  House.    When  he  found  that  a  great  le- 
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gal  authority  in  that  House  had  elected 
to  the  privilege^  be  ought  to  have  theo 
stood  up  iu  iu  defencor  There  was  no 
force  in  the  obaervation,  that  the  corn- 
Hi  iitee  ought  to  have  confined  itself  lo  pre-  ^ 
cedents.  They  had  been  expressly  di« 
reeled  to  give  an  opinion.  But  the  objec- 
tion ought  to  have  been  made  beforer*ifat 
all ;  for  the  committee  bad,  in  their  for- 
mer repur|«  fftven  ample  notice  of  the 
manner  in  wnich  they  intended  to  pro- 
ceed in  their  next.  He  then  contended 
that  the  committee  had  done  perfectly 
right  in  reporting^  the  admission  of  the 
Lords  and  tbe  decisions  of  the  courts  of 
law.  If  the  opinions  of  the  Lords  and  the 
authority  of  the  courts  of  law  had  been  in 
opposition  to  the-privilege,  and  the  House, 
Dotwitbstandingt  \vas  convinced *of  the  ne- 
cessity of  its  existence,  then  they  ought 
aolely  to  look  to  themselves.  But  when 
tbe  Lords,  in  a  case  of  conflict  with  tbe 
House  of  Commons,  admitted  tbe  privi-  ^ 
lege  to  the  extent  now  claimed/  that  waa 
surely  a  most  important  fact  in  support  of 
the  claim  and  one  fit  to  be  stated.  He  did 
not  understand  that  sort  of  pride  of  inde'* 

{»endence  which  should  induce  them  to 
ook  solely  to  themselves,  when  the 
House  of  Peers,  the  courts  of  law^iiad  all 
the  history  of  the  country,  as  far  99  it  bore 
on  the  question,  was  in  their  favour.  Tbe 
objection  to  reporting  on  the  expediency 
was  equally  unfounded.  The  strongest 
argument  against  tbe  privilege  was  this, 
that  privilc^s  were  bounded  by  their 
necessity^-^tbat  this  was  not  necessary, 
and  therefore  that  it  ougbt  not  to  exist 
The  committee  was  therefore  called  upon 
to  enter  into  the  propriety  and  expediency 
of  tbe  existence  of  such  a  privilege ;  and 
having  done  so,  they  bad  only  discharged 
their  doty. 

Mr.  JjQckhmrt  said,  that,  in  hi.)  opinion, 
^  moAt  objectionable  passage  in  the  re- 
port, was  that  which  had  not  yet  been  no- 
ticed. He  alluded  to  that  part  which 
atatedf  after  citinig  certain  law  authorities 
in  favour  of  their  privileges,  that  "  there- 
by their  privi&egea  had  been  confirmed." 
This  passage  be  considered  to  exception- 
able and  so  derogatory  from  tbe  dignity 
of  that  House,  that  be  should  vote  for 
Mferriag  back  tb^  report  to  the  com- 
mittee. 

I/ord  iIiUo9  eaidi  that  he  felt,  a  good 
^al,  the  objectMn  made  by  his  hon. 
Iriend  who  had  just  sat  down,  to  tbe  re«- 
fmrt;  for,  if  diey  weiat  to  courts  of  law 
liar  itio  confioasiiMit  of  their  ^livitqgesj 


tbey  would  weaken  them  in  the  Tfnr  act< 
If  they  considered  th(e  decisions  of  socl| 
cpurts,  when  coinciding  with  their  privi- 
leges, as  a  necessary  aanction  ;  they  must 
consider  such  decision^  when  m^de  in 
f:on^radiction  to  their  privilen;es,  a  dete- 
rioraiion  of  them.  Hq  thought  the  entire 
proceeding  derogatory  from  the  dignity 
and  the  privileges  ot  the  House ;  they 
shewed  a  kind  of  doubt  aud  apprehen- 
sion, as  if  it  was  necessary  that  they  should 
be  confirmed  by  oth^r  judicatures,  instead 
of  being  asserted  and  maintained  by  their 
own  authority. 

Mr.  i^^hitiread  said,  that  even  without 
considering  whether,  as  the  hon.  gent* 
under  the  gallery  had  justly  said,  tbe 
terms  of  the  report  were  derogatory  to 
the  dignity  of  the  House,  he  would  nut  it 
to  the  members  of  tbe  Committee  them- 
selves, whether  tbey  would  wish  it  to  go  to 
the  printer  in  its  present  form  ?  He  found 
Upon  looking  over  the  appendix,  that  it 
was  not  in  a  state  to  be  intelligible  to  aiif 
printer.  There  was  so  many  interlioea* 
tious  and  erasures,  that  he  did  not  know 
how  any  person  could  proceed  in  the  un- 
dertaking ;  there  were  erasures  by  knifc^ 
by  pen,  and  by  pencil,  in-ao-much  that  it 
was  all  irregularity  and  confusion.  He 
was  sure  that  it  was  not  and  could  not  be 
the  intention  of  the  Committee  to  mislead 
the  House,  or  to  be  guilty  of  any  mis- 
quotation, however  \ndirect;  but  he  could 
not  help  observing^  that  the  opinion  oi 
Lord  Chief  Justice  Wilmot,  alluded  to  i^ 
the  report,  w*as  not  cited  as  anopinloa 
which  bad  never  been  delivered  ;  it  ap«- 
peared  there  with  all  the  solemnity  and 
weight  of  a  judgment  actually  passed, 
though  even  he  {^lr.  W.)  uninformed  m 
be  was  upon  such  subjects,  waa  perfectly 
aware  that  it  was  an  opinion  not  delivered, 
but  said  to  have  heijn  prepared  to  h^ 
delivered,  though  in  reality,  never  pro- 
nounced. It  was,  he  understood,  several 
years  after  his  death,  that  it  met  the  light 
lie  would  ask,  therefore,  did  the  Com- 
millee  intend  that  it  should  be  published 
in  this  manner  ?  He  was  sure  that  tbey 
did  not,  because  be  was  sure  that  they 
did  not  mean  to  deceive.  He  denied  t^ 
toio  that  such  a  papeir  could  be  quoted  M 
true  leeal  authority  ;  or,  at  least,  that  it 
ahould  be  considered  of  equal  weight  with 
a  judgment  .actually  pronounced  in  a  couit 
of  justice.  He  enumerated  sevehilinatancee 
of  the  inaccuracy  of  the  Appendix  : 
in  one  instance,  there  appeared  the  word 
"  analugy"  followed  by  two  blank  k«VM« 
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in  another,  there  were  parts  of  sentences 
expunged,  leaving  parts  that  were  unin- 
telligible behind  them.  It  was  surprising 
that  gentlemen  silting  in  a  Committee  on 
such  a  subject,  should  come  forward  to 
that  House,  with  such  a  farrago.  If  a 
bill  was  offered  in  such  a  state  to  the 
Speaker,  he  would  refuse  to  receive  it ; 
so  should  they  refuse  this  report,  if  they 
had  any  consideration  for  their  own  cha- 
racter, or  for  that  of  the  Ci)ininittee.  He 
found  in  one  place,  that,  out  of  eleven 
precedents,  originally  enumerated,  five 
Were  .struck  out. .  In  another,  ail  but  the 
dates  were  erased.  In  short,  he'badonly 
to^  request,  that  before  gentlemen  made  up 
their  minds  to  vote  for  the  printing  of  the 
report,  they  would  take  the  trouble  to 
look  a  little  into  the  intended  publication. 
Mr,  D.  Giddy  Bti\i\,  that  the  Committee, 
conceiving  that  the  report  would  be  ex- 
pected from  tliem  very  soon,  had  prc- 
Cared  it  with  all  possible  expedition.  They 
ad  turned  over  many  of  the  Journals,  and 
collected  a  number  of  precedents,  from 
which  they  were  afterwards  to  make  a 
selection.  This  necessarily  introduced 
many  erasures.  However,  as  they  had 
no  choice  but  to  make  their  report  that 
night,  or  postpone  it  till  Monday,  it  ap- 
peared to  them  the  better  course  to  deliver  ' 
11  in  as  it  was.  If  the  Hotise  agreed  to 
the  motion  for  its  being  printed,  be  and 
the  other  gentlemen  of  the  Committee 
■would  have  felt  themselves  called  upon  to 
correct  it,  which  he  flattered  himself  they 
would  have  done  in  such  a  manner,  that 
it  would  have  reflected  no  disgrace,  either 
upon  them,  or  upon  the  House. 

Mr.  C.  W,  IVynn  thought  the  objections 
of  his  bon.  friend  went,  not  merely  to  the 
form,  but  to  the  substance  of  the  report. 
He  admitted  that  the  paper  of  Lord  Chief 
Justice  Wflmot  was  entitled,  to  great 
weight,  as  containing  the  opinion  of  a 
wise  and  upright  man  ;  but  he  did  not 
think  it  consistent  wiih  the  dignity  of  that 
House  to  quote  the  opinion  of  any  indivi- 
dual, however  eminent,  in  support  of  their 
privileges.  The  authority  for  them  to  re- 
sort to  upon  such  occasions  was  the  decla- 
ration of  their  predecessors— the  decisions 
of  that  Ho^sc.  It  was  not  to  ahalogies,' 
therefore,  they  were  to  resort ;  the  ground 
upon  which  they  must  stand  or  fail,  was 
the  practice  of  their  ancestors.  With  re- 
spect to  the  notion  of  correcting  the  report 
previous  to  its  publication*  he  did  not  be- 
lieve) Utut  the  Committee  pos^efsed  any 
such  power,  unless  it  was  to  be  recommit- 


ted by  a  vote  of  that  House,  which  he 
would  propose.  He  accordingly  moved. 
That  the  report  should 4>e  re-committed. 

The  Speaker  suggested,  that  the  report 
should  be  taken  oif  the  table  again.  It 
certainly  was  drawn-  up  in  a'manner  that 
did  not  entitle  it  to  be  received,  and  it 
ought  unquestionably  to  be  rc*cotnniit(ed. 

Sir  S.  RomiUy  could  not  tbiuk  that  evcit 
if  the  Committee  had  a  right  to  defend 
the  privileges  of  the  House  by  analogies 
from  the  courts  of  law,  they  were  there- 
fore at  liberty  to  quote  the  private  opi- 
nion of  a  judge,  which  had  never  been 
delivered ;  and  whicii,  though  previously 
entertained,  was  liable  to  be  altered  upon 
consultation  with  his  brethren.  He  c^uld 
not  but  think  it  right  for  the  Committee 
to  h&ve  referred  to  the  decisions  of  courts 
of  law ;  but  when  it  asserted  that  commit- 
tals for  contempt,  even  by  courts  of  ses- 
sions, were  not  cognizable  elsewhere,  and 
supported  that  doctrine  upon  authorities, 
'it  should  give  the  authorities  against  it 
also.  The  case  of  Bushel!,  be  considered 
as  roost  important ;  In  that  case,  the  whole 
of  the  jury  was  committed  for  having 
given  a  verdict  contrary  to  the  opinion 
and  direction  of  the  judge.  If  that  jury 
was  committed  fur  contempt,  did  the  com- 
mittee think  that  such  committal  would  not 
have  been  cognizable  in  other  courts?  He 
ccmcluded  with  accounting  for.  bis  not 
having  attended  the  Committee,  by  stat*ng 
that,  as  he  diflered  in  sentiment  from  those 
of  whom  it  was  composed,  and  could  not 
have  the  vanity  of  expecting  that  be  would 
be  able  to  alter  their  sentiments  be 
thought  it  better  to  absent  himself. 

The  SoUcitor* General  expressed  his  re- 
gret, that  his  bon.  and  learned  friend  bad 
thought  it  necessary  to  absent  himself 
from  the  committee.  It  appeared  to  him, 
that  the  best  way  to  arrive  at  a  true  judg- 
ment in  such  cases  was,  by  canvassing 
diiTerent  opinions.  The  question  upon 
which  the  committee  vyas  to  exercise  its 
judgment  and  to  which  to  direct  its  in- 
quiries, was,  whether  the  House  had  a 
riglit  to  commit  for  contempt !  He  re- 
gretted it  for  a  most  unfortunate  circum- 
stance, that  his  hon.  and  learned  friend, 
who  stood  almost  alone  upon  the  occasion, 
should  call  in  question  one  of  the  best  es- 
tablished principles  in  that  House — a  prin- 
ciple which  stood  upon  the  united  grounds 
of  reason,  authority,  and  analogy.  He 
remeipbered,  upon  a  late  occasion,  that 
his  hon.  and  learned  friend  had  ransacked 
precedents,  not  to  establish  a  principle 
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thetr  Speaker  had  pleaded  to  such  an  ac- 
tion, and  that  the  Hou«e   should  request 
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npon  their  aothorttyu  biit  fo  shew  how 
little  weight  precedents  should  have.  He 
had  quoted  instances  of  punishing  people, 
by  placing  them  on  horses,  with  their 
faces  towards  the  tail,  as  if  that  co.uld  be 
a  reason  ibr  under- rating  the  force  of  pre- 
cedent. What  was  there  censurable,  he 
would  ask,  in  giving  such  sanction  to  the 
privileges  of  that  Houxe  ?  Did  not  the 
right  hou.  gent,  opposite  (Mr.  Ponsonby) 
quote  such  authorities,  in  that  speech, 
which  impressed  them,  at  once,  with  such 
conviction  and  delight }  No  individual  in* 
stances  of  bad  precedent  could  be  admit- 
ted to  invalidate  the  force  of  rights  and 
privilege^t,  standing  upon  immemorial 
usage.  But  it  had  been  objected,  that 
the  opinion  of  justice  Wilmot  was  not  de- 
livered in  court ;  it  was  true  that  it  was 
not,  but  it  was  nevertheless,  no  less  his 
opinion,  contained  in  his  manuscript,  and 
published  by  his  son.  If  it  did  not  carry 
with  it  all  the  authority  of  a  judicial  de- 
cision, it  had,  at  least,  as  good  a  right  to 
be  quoted,  as  the  opinion  of  Coke  or  Black- 
stone,  or  any  other  great  man  who  had 
written  upon  the  subject  without  being  in 
the  situation  to  pronounce  actual  judg- 
ment. He  hoped  that  his  hon.  and  learned 
friend  .was  also  singular  in  his  opinion,  as 
to  the  right  of  one  court  to  decide  upon 
cases  of  committal  by  other  courts,  for 
contempt.  Bushel I's  case  did  not  apply, 
for  it  was  not  for  contempt;  but  iF  it  was 
for  contempt,  did  bis  hon.  and  learned 
friend  mean  to  contend  that  the  committal 
was  cognizable  in  any  other  court  ? 

Mr.'  Pons(mby  said, 'that  in  cit'mg  justice 
Wi  I  mot's  opinion,  he  had  previously  de- 
clared, that  it  never  had  been  given  in 
judgment ;  besides  he  was  not  aware  that 
the  speech  of  a  member  of  parliament  had 
ever  been  made  the  ground  of  the  report 
of  a  committee  of  privileges.  Xbe  privi- 
leges of  that  House  rested  upon  no  other 
foundation  than  the  law  of  parliament, 
and  that  law  was  to  be  learned  only  in 
the  knowledge  of  the  usage  of  parliament ; 
reference  to  the  courts  below,  was  refer- 
ring to  that  which  had  nothing  to  do  with 
the  case. 

Sir  T^omat  Twian  dissented  from  the 
propriety  of  all  the  proceedings  that  had 
been  bad  upon  the  question.  The  speech 
of  a  right  hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Pousonby }  had 
convinced  him  that  the  House  ought  to 
appeal  to  its  own  authority  only ;  tbat 
ihey  ought  to  have  entered  no  plea,  and 
that  it  waft  disgraceful  to  their  journals 
ihatifaey  tbould  reoord  upon  tbem  that 


that  his  Majesty's  attorney  general  should 
defend  them. 

The  order  for  laying  the  Report  upon 
the  table  was  discharged,  and  the  moMon 
that  the  report  be  recommitted,  wa$  car- 
ried without  a  division. 

[Motion  fob  expuscing  Proceedincs 
RELATING  TO  LoRD  Castlerbagh.]  Lord 
Castlercagh  said  he  was  curious  lo  know- 
the  nature  of  the  question,  whether  it  so 
far  personally  affected  him,  as  to  pre- 
clude him  from  the  opportunity  of  being 
present  or  taking  a  share  in  the  dis- 
cussion ? 

Lord  A.  Hamilton  replied,  that  his  mo- 
tion was  not  in  the  least  degree  calculated 
to  revive  the  original  question,  as  affecting 
the  noble' lord;  this  he  had  been  anxious 
to  avoid,  and  so  he  had  distinctly  stated  in 
his  notice.  His  sole  object  was  to  propose 
the  erasure  from  the  Journals  of  Resolu- 
tions, which  appearing  inconsistent  with 
one  another  were  necessarily  derogatory 
from  the  honour  and  dignity  of  the  House. 
Blefore  he  proceeded,  he  would  reque^ 
the  Clerk  to  read  the  Resolutions  in  ques- 
tion.—[The  Clerk  accordingly  read  the  Re- 
solutions, which  were  those  relating  to  the 
conduct  of  lord  Castlereagh  in  the  ap- 
pointment to  a  wfitenhip .in  India:  and 
also  another  resolution  passed  in  I779>  re- 
specting the  purity  of  parliament.]  The 
noble  lord  then  proceeded  to  comment 
upon  the  apparent  contradiction  of  those 
two  resolutions,  the  one  of  1779  stated' 
that  it  was  the  duty  of  that  House  to  keep 
a  zealous  guard  over  the  purity  of  elec- 
tion, and  to  resist  invariably  all  attempts 
made  to  violate  that  purity.  The  other 
resolution,  after  admitting  the  attempt, 
proposed,  that  the  House  should  passjt 
over,  because,  though  the  attempt  had 
been  made,  it  had  not  been  carried  into 
efiect.  As  he  had  been  instrumental  in 
causing  the  introduction  of  that  resolution, 
by  bringing  the  case  itself  before  the 
House,  be  thought  it  to  be  his  duty  to  take 
the  first  step  in  moving,  that  it  be  rescind* 
ed.  He  stated  that  a  new  asra  had  com- 
menced at  the  period  of  that  unfortunata 
diicttasion ;  for,  till  then,  the  practice  of 
selling  seats  jn  that  House*  was  not  only 
'not>  jastiBed,  but  had  never  been  avowed 
< — it  irould  have  been  disorderly  for  him 
to  have  mentioDed  it*  The  condfact  of  the 
Hoille  upon  that  occasion  had,  he  feared, 
coatHbuted  to  sanction  the  imputatioiii 
whieh  htfd  tinct  |K«n  so  liberaJly  caat 
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upon  it.  The  resolution  which  had  been 
pasted  upon  that  occasion^  liad  been  since 
often  cast  in  the  teeth  of  the  HoQ8e-*-this 
referred  to  the  resolution  considered  in  it- 
lelC  but  compared  with  the  one  of  1779, 
he  thought  that  they  neutralized  each 
other.  In  the  petitions  lately  presented, 
the  words  of  one  of  these  resolutions  had 
^ea  cited*  and  even  the  quotation  of  their 
own  resolutions  had  been  urged  as  an  ob- 
jection to  receiving  the  petitions^  ihfd 
quot/ed  theou  He  nest  referred  to  the 
conduct  of  gentleipien  opposite  on  formef 
occasions  and  upon  auestions  affecting  the 
privileges  of  that  House.  He  instanced 
the  case  of  Mr.  Alexander  Davison,  who 
bad  been  prosecuted  and  confined.  He 
instanced  also  the  case  of  the  Hampshire 
petition^  in  which  the  gentlemen  now  com- 
posing  his  Majesty's  ministers  had  taken 
so  active  a  part,  in  avowed  support  of  the 
privilege  ol*  parliament  and  the  purity  of 
election.  Another  inconsistency  >  in  the 
practice  of  those  gentlemen,  be  conceived 
to  be  their  approving  of  a  criminatory  re- 
resolotion  against  lord  Chatham*  as  did 
the  noble  lord  (Csstlereagh),  and  the 
right  hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Canning),  though 
ibey  acquitted  him  of  any  intention  to 
take  an  unconstitutional  course,  yet  the 
•ame  gentlemen,  together  with  rest  of  his 
Majesty's  ministers,  had  acquitted  the 
noble  lord  (Castlereagb)  on  the  ground 
that  the  intention  was  not  carried  into  ef- 
fect* He  then  concluded  with  moving. 
Thai  the  said  entries  be  expunged  from 
the  Journals. 

Lord  Castiareogh  felt  himself  personally 
concerned  in  the  question*  though  the 
noble  lord  had  thought  fit  to  direct  his 
motion  more  against  the  decision  of  the 
House  than  against  him.  The  noble  lord 
could  only  intend  to  say  the  decision  the 
House  had  come  to  on  his  conduct,  was 
one  which  it  was  improper  for  them  to 
come  to  on  one  of  these  two  grounds;  Ei- 
ther that  they  were  not  competent  so  to 
4ecide*  or  that  being  at  liberty  to  come  to 
ettch  a  decision,  they  ought  not  to  hare 
.come  to  such  a  one  in  bis  case*  la  the 
latter  part  of  his  speech*  the  noble  loid 
imd  particularly  endeavoured  to  demon* 
•iraie  to  the  House  that  their  decision  was 
sfii^qper.  H»  had  contended  that,  the 
s«iolttlionnf  1779  precluded  them  from 
^omg  into  the  oircqaistanoef  of  any  case 
^at  migjht  come  before  them  of  that  na- 
tav«*  anil  only  kA  them  to  exeoute  Itie 
laiw  mid  inflict  the  puaiahment  denoanoed 
4fainit  na  dkmiei  4»q  Uia  individaal  as- 


cnsed.    If  the  noble  lord  bad  wished  his 
nwtion  not  to  be  of  a  personal  nature,  ia- 
stead  of  taking  the  line  of  conduct  he  had 
chosen*  he  would  have  brought  the  stand- 
ing order  under  the  consideintion  of  tba 
Ho^se.     He  ^emed  to  think  they  ought 
not  to  have  the  power  of  judging  of  the 
circumstances  connected  with  the  cate  on 
which  they  were  to  pronounce  judgment, 
but  that  whatever  the  circumstances  .an- 
iiexed  to  or  connected  with  it  might  be» 
they  should  inflict  the  punishment  due  to 
an  offender   on   the   accused  individual, 
even  though  they  should  be  of  opinion 
that  such  punishment  would  be  unjustly 
inflicted*    The  motion  went  to  attack  bis 
conduct  indirectly*  and  call  upon  him  a 
condemnation,  which,  under  such  circum* 
stances,  must  be  more  painful  than  if  the 
motion  had  been  directly  brought  against 
him.     Hie  decision  of  the  House*  on  bis 
case,  he  apprehended,  was  owing  not  only 
to  the  transaction  refeived  to  not  having 
token  place*  but  from  its  being  their  con* 
viction,  tha^  under  all  the  circumstances* 
no  criminatory  resolution  was  deserved. 
The  noble  lord's  wishing  to  expunge  from 
the  Journals,  the  resolutions  of  the  House, 
because  they  contained  no  censure    on 
him*  was  wishing  them  to  pass  an  indirect 
censure  on  his  conduct*  which,  in  such  a 
case,  was  moet  unjust  to  the  individuaL 
If  he  were  to  be  placed  in  such  a  new  si- 
tuation, being  in  efiect  again  to  be  put  on 
his  trial,  he  ought  to  be  allowed  to  give 
any  explanation   of  his  conduct   in  his 
power,  availing  himself  of  such  means  as 
might  have  grown  out  of  the  £drmer  dis-^ 
cussion.     Tne  noble   lord*  indeed,  bad* 
professed  to  have  no  wish  to  make   the 
question  personal.    He  could  not  thank 
him  for  his  clemency,  as  he  thought  the 
course  taken  most  unjust  towarda  bim, 
and  towards  the  House*     Whatever  he 
might  have  felt  had  the  decision  of  the 
House  been  against  him  before,  he  diould 
think  himself  plaqed  in  a  more  cruel  si- 
tuation now  if  the  motion  were  carried*  as 
that  circumstance  would  leave  the  world 
to  impute  to  him  any  jihing  the  roost  cor*, 
rupt  mind  could  imagine*    If  the  resolu- 
tions of  the  House  were  expunged  now,  it 
would  be  thought  that  his  conduct  merited 
their  censure  befose.    This  was  the  view 
he  took  of  the  <)ueetioo*  which,  thinking  it 
nqjost,  he  felt  it  to  be  his  dtity  humbly  to 
aubmit  to  the  House* 

Lord  Folket$cm  was  auvprised  at  the  ob« 
swvationa  of  the  noble  lord*  Mot  a  word 
W  inwvntina  had  fisUen  fron  bi«  nobk 
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fricttd,  vhich  couU  go  dirtctW  pr 
r«ctly  to  impeAGh  ibe  noble  lord.  His 
noble  friend  had  formerly  felt  kioMelf 
called  on  ti»  bring  forward  a  ^aenioft  con* 
ceroiog  Uie  noble  lord  oppoltte»  on  whicb 
occasion  an  amendment  kad  been  mo?ed 
by  a  rigbi  bon.  gent.,  iiien  one  of  the  se- 
cretaries of  state»  whicb  had  been  entered 
on  tbe  Journals.  To  this  reselation,  being 
in  complete  contradiction  to  a  prcTious 
resolution*  also  on  the  Joumtkla  of  ibe 
House,  frequent  allusions  had  been  made 
in  petitions  to  that  Houses  and  it  had  beeft 
repeatedly  thrown  in  ibeir  t^th.  Cap^ 
lious  objections  bad  in  conseqoence  been 
taken  to  the  wording  of  these  petitions,  al- 
though no  noti^  was  taken  of  the  alln- 
sions  to  this  more  offensive  aml.obnextons 
resolution.  His  nobte  firiendi  therefore, 
came  forward  to  night,  not  to  renew  tbe 
question  in  whicb  the  noble  lord  was  eon- 
.cemed,  but  to  point  out  the  contradictkni, 
and  to  moTe  to  have  the  resolution  ex** 
ponged.  What  attack  the  noble  Lord  saw 
in  this  against  him,  he  could  not  ccmceive. 
It  was,  no  doubt,  true  that  the  charge  ap- 
pearing on  the  lace  of  a  report  of  a  com- 
mittee which  remained  on  the  record,  his 
noble  friend  or  any  other  person  might 
renew  the  qoestion;  but  still  tbe  noble 
lord  opposite  wookl  not  be  worse;  he 
would  only  stand  on  tbe  same  ground  as 
before.  But  still  his  noble  friend  bad  de- 
clared, that  be  had  no  such  intention^  and 
all  he  wished  was  to  have  the  resolution 
expunged  as  not  creditable  to  the  honour 
or  the  character  of  the  House.  He  could 
not  see  that  there  was  in  this  any  attack 
on  the  noble  lord  opposite,  and  he  should 
therefore  vote  for  the  motion* 

The  Hon.  J.  W.  Ward  said  the  noble  lord 
who  bad  joH  sat  down,  bad  been  pleased 
to  exnress  his  surprise  that  his  nobleiriend 
(Castlereagh)  should  have  viewed  the  pre- 
aeitt  motion  as  an  attack  upon  him.  For 
his  own  part,  he  could  not  forbear  from 
expressing  his  surprise,  that  his  two  noble 
friends  on  his  side  of  the  House  could  have 
viewed  it  in  a  difierent  light.  After  a 
serious  charge  had  been  brought  forward 
against  his  noble  friend,  and  the  House 
had  come  to  a  resolution  acquitting  him, 
it  was  now  proposed  to  expunge  that  re- 
solution, and  yet  his  noble  friend  was  told 
that  this  did  net  afiect  him  personally. 
He  believed  his  two  noble  friends  to  be 
sincere  jn  their  declarations  on  t^is  adb- 
ject ;  but,  at  tbe  same  time,  he  could  not 
bave  supposed  it  possible  that  two  persons 
of  such   good  sense  as  they   possessed. 
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should  have  come  to  auoh  a  cot^dtfsioii. 
If  any  thing  oew^ad  occnrted«  ho  could 
aee  some  reason  for  the  motion*  bat  there 
was  nothing  new  to  account  for  iL  If  it 
wem  agraed  to,  he  was  convincad.it  wonld 
be  found  to  be  a  singular  instance^  nor 
had  it  ever  y^t  been  attempted  to  ovei^ 
turn  a  vote  oS  the  House  of  such  a  natnee, 
at  so  recent  a  date.  In  tbe  ease  of  Wilkes, 
no  doubt,  the  reaolutions  had  been  e»> 
punged,bot  that  was  at  a  considerable  in- 
terval of  time«  and  by  a  different  prn^ia* 
mmt.  The  nsotson  now  prapoaed  waa  aei* 
ther  more  nor  lem  tban  an  attempt  to  try 
bis  noble  friend  twice  for  the  same  odbnco* 
He  did  not  quite  approve  of  the  condoct  of 
bia  Bi^le  friend  in  the  transactaon  inqtieo- 
tion,  buaatill  he  bad  been  tried ;  the  Honsa 
bad  expressed  their  opinion  as  to  hie  con- 
duct; and  he,  for  one,  coeld  not  consent 
that  he  should  he  subjected  to  a  second 
trial.«-Jf  the  present  motinn  bad  been 
broogbtforwaid  by  almost  any  other  per^ 
son  than  his  noble  friiend,  of  whose  strict 
sense  of  honour  end  justice  he  entertained 
the  highest  opinion,  he  should  have  beee 
led  to  suppose  it  something  like  an  at- 
tempt to  catch  at  popularity  among  a  clam 
of  persons  who  were  pleased  to  attach  to 
the  eubfect  connected  with  the  resolution 
infinitely  too  much  importanoei  HesboeM 
have  been  almost  persoadfd  to  thank,  that 
it  was  an  attempt  to  flatter  a  certain  clasa 
of  men  who  wished  that  Hoeae  not  at  all 
to  exist.  There  vras  only  owe  change 
which  bad  taken  place,  as  conneeted  witli 
his  noble  fricfid  since  the  resolotioo^  noiw 
proposed  to  be  expunged,  was  passed.  On 
his  former  t#ial  he  was  a  minister  of  tbe 
crown,  which  ho  was  not  now.  Andl 
riioold  it  be  said  that  that  Home  refused 
to  iofiict  any  ponisbment  on  a  minister  of 
the  crown,  but  adopted  a  dillerenS  and 
more  severe  line  of  proceeding  the  mo- 
ment he  became  a  private  and  unprotect^ 
ed  individual  ? 

Mr.  Oird  understood  the  motion  of  bis 
noble  friend  to  be  founded  on  generals, 
totally  distinct  from  the  merits  of  the  ease 
of  the  noble  lord.  On  that  ffoand 
he  should  support  the  motion.  He 
was  one  of  those  who  bad  not  been  so 
much  struck  with  tbe  enormity  «f  the 
case  as  others  had  been.  He,  therefore, 
presumed  to  hope,  that  be  gave  an  unpre* 
judiced  vote  in  eopporttng  tbe  present 
motioe,  whfeh  be  did  from  a  conviction  of 
tbeltreeoncileablonatoreoftbo  lesoleilons 
quoted  by  hie  noble  friend.  His  noble 
friend,  in  brlnjieg  fotward  the  present 
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motion,  be  wag  convinced,  sought  only  to 
rescue  the  House  from  the  unfortunate 
predicament  into  which  it  had  fallen,  and 
to  wipe  out  one  of  the  foulest  blots  that 
had  ever  been  cast  upon  them,  and  which 
they  were  obliged  to  submit  to  the  indig- 
nity of  haviog  constantly  thrown  in  their 
tecth.*^The  question  being  called  for. 

Lord  A.  HamiUon  rose  to  reply.  He 
could  not  but  extremely  regret  that  the 
noble  lord  opposite  should,  notwithstand- 
ing hi^- declaration  to  the  contrary,  have 
heta  pleased,  to  conceive  that  the  present 
motion  was  at  all  meant  to  affect  him ;  or 
.to  use  his  own  expresMon,  that,  he  meant 
to  bring  him  to  trial  a  second  time.  He 
4iad  assured  the  noble  lord  that  such  was 
not  his  object,  and  in  the  course  of  his 
statement  had  careililly  avoided  anything 
that  could  lead  or  give  colour  to  such  an 
idea.  The  noble  lord,  however,  should 
recollect,  that  there  were  other  parties  be- 
«des  himself  concerned  ia  thiii  question. 
The  dignity. of  the  House  of  Commons 
was  interested,  and  it  was  more  becoming 
to  consider  the  character  of  the  House  of 
Commons  than  the  feelings  of  the  noble 
lord.  The  noble  lord  had  attributed  to 
him  a  desire,  by  the  present  motion,  to  do 
liim  injustice,  but  had  not  pointed  out 
«ny  other  mode  by  which  the  stigma  of 
which  he  complained  might  be  wiped  off 
irom  the  House.  His  lordship  could  not 
iielp  feeling  the  entry  in  question  most 
unfortunate  and  disgraceful  to  the  House ; 
and,  if  it  cpald  nut  be  expunged  without 
seeming  to  afiect  the  noble  lord,  must 
it  not  be  effaced  at  all,  but  remain  a  disr 
grace  and  reproach  to  the. House  of  Com- 
mons ?  No  part  of  his  conduct  warranted, 
lie  pffeflamed  to-  hope,  tiie  idea  that  he 
could  be  actuated  by  personal  considera- 
tions. His  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Ward)  there- 
fore had  hardly  given  him  credit  for  his 
conduct  on  the  present  occasion,  though 
he  had  at  the  same  time  been  pleased  to 
compliment  him.  He  assured  his  hon. 
friend,  however,  that  in  such  a  case  he 
would  rather  have  his  censure  unaccom- 
pani^  by  his  praise.  His  hon.  friend 
bad  taid,  if  the  motion  had  come  from 
some  other  persons  he  should  have  con- 
ceived it  an  attempt  to  catch  at  popula- 
rity. He  however,  could  not  forbear 
being  impressed  with  the  idea  that  his  hon. 
friend  himself  was,  at  the  moment  he  was 
making  the  observation,  much  more  liable 
to  such  an  imputation.  His  hon.  friend 
seemed  at  that  moment  to  have  been  en- 
gaged in  an  attempt  to  catch  alpopularity«- 


within  that  Hoose.  He  could  not  forbear 
say  ingso,  feeling  how  unmerited  the  reproof 
wats,  which  he  bad  received  from  his  hon. 
friend:-  and  that  his  hon.  friend  had  been 
successful  in  his  attempt  to  catch  popula- 
rity within  the  House,  was  to.  be  inferred 
from  the  large  tribute  of  praise  with 
which  his  effort  had  been  crowned.  The 
honour  and  credit  of  the  House,  however, 
required  that  this  resolution  should  be  ex- 
punged. While  it  remained,  it  was,  to  his 
mind,  impossible  for  the  House  justly  to 
find  fault  with  any  disrespectful  impression 
which  might  be  used  against  them.  When 
the  resolution,  on  the  other  hand,  should 
be ,  expunged,  a  considerable  void  would 
be  made  in  the  materials,  of  which  such 
petitions  .as  those  which  they  bad  lately 
been  accustomed  to  see  were  in  the  use 
of  being  composed.  When  his  hon. 
friend  in  the  only  part  of  his  speech  pro- 
perly applying  to  the  question  aliudeci  to, 
the  case  of  Mr.  Wilkes,  he  seemed  to  have 
forgotten  that  a  motion  for  expunging  the 
resolutions  in  that  case  had  been  made  at 
a  far  more  recent  date,  than  the  period  when 
ihey  were  actually  expunged.  When  the 
motion  to  that  efiect  was  first  proposed,  it 
was  treated  with  more  hostility  than  the 
motion/he  had  now  submitted ;  and  he  did  * 
not  despair  of  seeing  the  day  when  not 
only  the  present  resolution,  but  a  similar 
one  relating  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer entered  on  the  Journals  a  few 
days  after,  should  be  expunged.  If,  how- 
ever, the  House  were  not  disposed  at  pre- 
sent to  pay  that  attention  to  public  opinion 
he  must  wait  till  another  parliament.  But 
he  suBoiitted  to  the  House  whether  they 
did  not  expose  themselves  to  the  worst  of 
all  reproach,  by  not  saying  that  the  charge 
of  their  being  resolved  to  connive  at  corrup- 
tion was  untrue,  instead  of  allowing  an  ad- 
mission to  that  effect  to  remain  on  their 
own  Journal^  He  again  said,  that  he  had 
no  intention  that  the  noble  lord  should  bo 
twice  tried  for  the  same  ofiisnce  ;  but  was 
it  to  be  maintained,  because  an  individual 
^might  feel  hurt  from  an  idea  that  the  ex- 
punging of  certain  resolutions  conveyed  a 
reflection  on  him,  which,  however,  was 
disclaimed  by  the  person  *  proposing  the 
measure,  that  therefore  entries  of  a  discre- 
ditable and  disgraceful  nature  to  the  House 
must  continue  on  its  Journals  ? 

Mr.  Ward  and  Lord  Castlereagh  ex- 
plained, disclaiming  any  idea  of  imput- 
ing any  improper  motives  to  the  noble 
mover.— The  motion  was  then  put  and  ne- 
gatived withoat  a  division. 
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.  (RoMAii  -Catholic  Petitions. ]  On 
the  motiofifor'a  Gafmmittee'  to  ccHisider 
the  Roman  CathoUc  PetiiioiM« 

Mr.  Oraium  spoke  in  sabstahce  jk  fol- 
lows ;  That  he  was  always  happy  to  keep 
apea  a  communication  between  the  Par* 
liament  and  the  people,  and  particularly 
anxious  that  an  arrangement  with  tho 
Catholics  should  be  contemplated  as  prac« 
ticable ;  that  he  staled  bis  intention  to 
rest  his  motion  on  two  grounds,  domestid 
nomination,  «nd  civil  cnpacities  ;  with  re* 
gard  to  the  former,  he  considered  the  pro- 
position as  perfectly  compatible  with  the 
rights  of  tho  Catholic  church.  Dumeatic 
nomination,  obtained  with  the  consent  of 
th6  Pope,  whether  placed  in  the  chapter, 
or  the  Catholic  bishops,  did  not  alR^et  the 
Pope's  authority  of  investiture  of  institu- 
tion, or  any  of  his  spiritual  functions  :  it 
if  what  has  taken  place  in  most  Catholic 
couDtriea ;  it  has  taken  place  in  Protes- 
tant ones  ;  it  was  part  of  a  proposition  of 
the  Irish  Catholic  bishops,  in  1799,  and 
ilk  at  present  the  practical  constitution 
of  the  Irish  Catholic  church,  for  in  gene* 
ral  the  Irish  Catholic  church  nominates. 
This  proposition  will  be  rendered  the 
more  necessary  if  the  veto  be  withheld, 
otherwise  there  would  be  no  domestic 
check  on  a  foreign,  and  perhaps  a  French, 
appointment  of  Irish  bishops.  Let  me 
suppose  the  Pope  to  be  made  by  Buona- 
parte, to  be  a  French  subjecuand  to  no- 
minate by  his  direction  Catholic  bishops 
lor  Ireland.  If  under  that  circumstance 
an  invasion  should  happen,  I  wish  lo 
know  what  would  be  our  situation  with 
French  troops  akid  French  bishops  in  our 
country.  The  people  of  £ngland  may 
say  to  the  Irish,  follow  your  faith,  we  do 
not  understand  your  religion  ;  but  there 
is  one  religion  which  we  do  understand, 
and  which  should  be  common  to  both  of 
tts,  a  perpetual  separation  from  the  poli- 
tics of  France  ;  this  should  be  our  com- 
mon faith  ;  without  it  no  Prot^tant  is 
safe,  and  with-  it  no  Cathohc  is  dangerous. 
The  Catholics  of  Tipperary  have  answered 
that  call»  and  agree  ;  the  Catholics  of 
Kildare  have  done  the  same  ;  tlie  Catho- 
lic clergy,  on  conside ration,  cannot  hesi- 
tate, because  it  is  doing  no  more  than 
has  been  done,  and  is  now  done  in  Catho- 
lic countries,  atid  was  proposed  in  1799  by 
themselves. 

With  regard  lo  tlMB  second  part  of  the 

subject^  I  beg  to  premise  some  general 

-  tales.    And  nrsWtbe  LagisUture  has  no 

right  (I  speak  of  justice,  not  power)  to 
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make  partial  laws,  or  a  diiibroifit  code  %9 
different  parts  of  the  same  commmiltf; 
Again,  the  Legistatnrd  cannot, 'in  justtcoi 
maker  arbitrary  laws,  ondisablior  statutes 
on  account  of  accidental  'differenco. 
Again,  the  legislature  has  no '  right 'td 
punish  the  operations  of  the  mftidi  forshd 
has  no  right  to  know  them.  A^n;  tho 
legislatdre  has  ho  right  to  punish  relv' 
gion,or  that  relationship  which  man  holds 
to  his  God  independent  of  society.  ^  In 
answer  to  this  it  is  said,  thvt-the  GitMie 
code  does  not  come  within  these  descrip- 
tions, because  the  Catholic  rcli^loii  -is 
cdnnected  with  disafiection.  Let  us'bnng 
the  objection  to  the  test,  and  suppose  <  a 
Catholic  indicted  for  treason,  >aiid  that 
the  counsel  for  the  prosecution  tenderad 
in  proof,  that  he  had  committed  the 
offences  which  the  disqualifying* oath  ab* 
jures  ;  namely,  that  he  paid  adoration  to 
the  Virgin  IVlary,  received  the  wafer  at 
the  real  presence,  and  considered*- the 
Pope  as  the  best  interpreter  of  the:*  strip* 
tures.  Let  me  suppose  the  coimsel,  do» 
rided  for  such  an  attempt,  should  make 
another  essay,  and  tender,  as  evidence  of 
treason,  the  canons  of  the  council  of 
Lateran.  Such  an  advocate  wouM  be 
laughed  out  of  Westminster  Hall  ,**  or  the 
judge,  who  suffered  such  evidence  to  go 
to  a  jury,  would  he  •  removed  and  pu- 
nished ;  and  yet  this  very  evidence,  for 
the  tender  of  which  against  a  single  man 
a  lawyer  would  be  scorned  and  for  the 
admission  of  •which  a  -  judge  would  be 
punished,  is  the  ground  on  which  we  im» 
pose  a  code  of  disabilities,  not  on  aa 
individual,  but  on  the  fourth  part  of  the 
community  and  their  generation. 

I  will  abridge  the  charge  against4b^ 
Catholics :  it  is  nearly  as  follows ;  aamely, 
that  they  believe i that  the  Pope  bas't 
deposing  power«-bas,  in  this  countnr^  <a 
temponu  power :  that  they  hold  tho  do^ 
trine  of, '  no  faith  with  heretics;'  that  they 
believe  that  the  Pope  is  infallible ;  that 
they  hold  that  he  has  a  power  to  absolve 
ftom  moral  obligation  ;  and  that  they  are 
hostile  to  the  establishments  in'cheroki, 
state  end  property. 

To  esublish  thismonatfees-  lihe),  the 
framers  have  brought  no  proof  sihetever-; 
end  to  disestablish  these  charges^  aer 
given  three  answers :  1st,  the  veply  ot 
the  six  universities  ;  2dly,  the  oath  of  the 
Catholics  ;  and  Sdly,  the  impessibiHly  of 
the  troth  of  the  charges*  With  regiid 
to  the  univeisiiks,  three  questions  weito 
proposed  ;«.  aeikiely,  whether  the  PhfKoer 
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ctrdintlt  had,  in  theia  conoteiei,  any 
t«»poBtl  power  ?  whttther  Ihey  had  a  de» 
poauiff  power  ?  and»  whalher  the  Catholic 
chur^  maintained  thai  with  relation  to 
beretiot  no  feith  waa  to  be  regarded  ? 
The  ttx  uniTeraities  (these  of  8akiniaBca» 
Loufatiu  Paris,  Valadoiid^  Dooar*  and 
Alcale)  distinctly,  and  indignantly  an- 
swesy  that  the  Pope  and  carainab  have» 
in  these  countties>  no  temporal  power-p- 
have  no  deposing  power ;  and  that  the 
supposition  of  the  doctrine  of  no  fiuth  with 
heretics,  is  equally  &lse,  iiyorioos»  and 
alxmunable. 

The  second  answer  to  the  charges  is  the 
•aih  of  1793,  proposed  andenactdl  by  tiw 
Ihsh  parliament,  which  abjnres  the  tempo* 
tai  power  of  tfie  Pope»  his  dispensing  power, 
the  doctrine  of  no  faith  with  hwetics; 
abjiins  the  pope's  inMlibility,  as  an  arti- 
cle of  the  Catholic  faith  ;  and  swears  the 
Catholic  to  the  support  of  the  Protestant 
state*  chnrch,  and  property.  This  oath 
has  been  taken  by  tW Catholics  generally, 
aad  is  conclustve  on  the  Protestant  who 
made  it,  a  test  of  his  afiection,  md  on  the 
Catholic,  by  whomthatteit  has  been  taken. 

The  third  answer  Mgards  the  impossi* 
kAity  of  the  truth  of  the  charges ;  for  they 
amount  to  a  criminality,  which  would 
bare  rendered  the  Ciritolic  incapable  of 
civil  goremment  or  ibreign  relatiapshiip; 
it  amounts  to  a  transfer  of  allegiance,  and 
a  disMlotion  of  the  elemaita  of  human 
society.    The  existence  of  society,  and  of 
gOTerament,  in  Catholic  nations,  is  the 
practical  answer.     But  there  is  another 
answer,  mo(e  conclusive  and  authorita- 
tive ;  that  is  to  say,  that  the  char^  is  irre- 
concilable to  the  truth  of  ^e  Christian  re- 
ligion :  it  supposes  the  Catholic  to  be  more 
i|epraf«d  than  either  pagan  or  idolater. 
But  the  Catholics  are  by  iar  the  majority 
•f  the  Christians ;  it  would  follow,  that  the 
«na|oritv  of  the  worshippers  of  Christ  are 
worse  than  the  worshippers  of  Jove,  or  of 
Mahomed.     But  that  is  not  all;    they 
are,  acooidtng  to  this  eharge,  rendered 
thas  omerable  by  their  religion ;  it  would 
isllow,  that  the  design  of  Cbristianiw  had 
been  defeated ;  that  omniscience  had  been 
blfaid,emnipet»nce  bailed ;  and,  that  what 
wa-call  lademptioB,  was  the  increase  of 
sin  and  decrease  of  salvation :   that  is  to 
eay»  that  the  Christian  religion  is  not  di- 
nrfne^    They  who  make  the  charge,  must 
therefore  abandon  their  argument  or  their 
ewligioii.    No,  it  ia  replied,  it  is  not  the 
«s£otie  rallgtoo,  but  the  Irish  Catholic, 
^ra  ofajecK  to.     What  ^U  an  IrishnMn 


any  to  this?  will  he  became  a  fobe  wH» 
BOSS  against  his  country  ?  Well,  aeeofding 
to  this,  the  rdtgion  is  aoqaitted,  and  we 
must  search  for  the  source  of  censure  in 
physical  or  moral  causes.  But  there  is  no 
physical  cause  producing,  moral  depravi- 
ty:  Qod  punishes,  but  he  does  not  car* 
rupt.  We  have  no  idea  of  a  moral  pesti^ 
lence,  least  of  all  of  a  party  plaguy, 
which  should  visit  the  house  of  the  Catho- 
lie,  and  obediently  retire  from  that  of  the 
Protestant,  Hving  in  the  same  vicinity  t 
such  a  supposition  is  nonsense.  The  causa 
cannot  be  physical,  it  must  be  moral* 
therefore ;  that  is  .to  say,  it  must  be  the 
laws:  it  cannot  be  wealtik  that  has  caused 
this  perversity  in  Ireland,  it  must  be  tha 
penal  laws  and  penal  government. 

It  seems;  then,  the  charge  goes  not 
against  the  Catholics,  but  against  your  ays* 
tem  of  governing  them;  and  pvooooneea^ 
that  you  have  been  in  possession  of  Ireland 
for  500  vears,  and  that  the  result  of  your 
connection  baa  been,  the  unparalleled  de^ 
pravity  of  the  inhabitants.  However  ai^ 
true  the  ckarae  may  be,  the  general  systeaa 
ia-the  ground  of  it;  it  is  the  greaadof 
whatever  alienation  towarda  this  country 
may  be  supposed  to  harbour  in  the  minds  of 
the  Irish  Catholics:  or  do  you  suppose  it 
is  the  soil  of  Ireland,  or  the  air,  or  the 
Bncharist,  that  produce  that  conchisieac 
and  not  the  laws,  that  took  from  the  Ca« 
tholics  their  land,  their  arms,  and  their 
civil  liberty.  The  laws,  or  the  penal  sys- 
tem, asa  a  partial  attainder  of  the  people  in' 
mass,  not  on  account  of  acta,  but  en  an  al- 
legation of  character ;  which  charaotet  ia 
not  proved,  is  not  true,  and  has  no  pom^ 
biHty  of  truth,  except  such  as  may  arise 
^m  oppression. 

I  conclude  this  part  of  the  subject  by 
observing  that  there  is  nothing  either  in 
the  Catholic  religion,  or  in  the  composi- 
tion of  the  Irish  Catholics,  that  warrants 
the  objection.  We  are  told  we  ase  to  look 
for  that  obiection  in  the  fondamenlal  lana 
of  Bngland,  and  in  the  oath  of  the  king. 
It  is  late,  very  late,  to  tell  us  this ;  before 
the  Union  we  should  have  known  it. 
What,  have  vou  Uken  away  the  Irish  per* 
liament,  and  then  do  you  tell  the  Irish 
Catholics  that  by  the  fondamental  laws  of 
the  land,  they  most  be  excluded  from 
vours ;  did  Mr.  Pitt  think  thus  when  he 
holdout  that  expectation;  did  his  cabi- 
net ?«-jCeme  let  us  examine  the  laws  al- 
luded to;  namely,  the  declaration  of 
right,  and  the  Unskatien  of  the  descent  of 
iheeiaiMi;  I  bowlo  thaaasacradinslni- 
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nente.  The  dedsratioii  of  right*  h  k  a 
mtdesl  document  of  inloUigible  liborty » m 
foiUHied  OB  two  great  |irepoiitioitt»  that 
civil  and  religious  liberty  is  the  iDhert* 
taocoof  the  people*— 9d.  That  the  viola* 
lioa  of  this  laberitaBce  it  a  forfeiture  of 
the  croim.  I  see  here  no  €atholic  diaabi- 
Hty*  we  wiU  aead  for  the  other  great  m- 
atnunent*  the  Umitatioo  of  the  crown,  it  it 
a  limitation  of  the  crown  to  certain  d»* 
toriptiont  of  penont  being  Protettantt*  in 
conteqnence  of  a  ferfeitore  by  the  preced- 
ing femiiy,  inenrred  for  the  attempt  to 
tafce  ftom  the  mbiect  hit  civil  and  religkmt 
liberty.  The  olqeetion  toggeiU*  that  the 
wordt'beingPn>tettant»'importnot  merely 
thatno  Catholic  thoiikl  be  a  kin^^  but  that 
no  Catholic  thonld  be  a  free  tul^eot ;  and 
that  being  rendered  incapable  of  the 
crown*  tM  Catbdict  were  ear  vi  Jtfmme» 
rendered  incapable  of  eiyoying  civil  c»* 
paoitiet.  This  interpretation  I  tabmitto 
be  inadmiMtble;  it  raitet  a  code  of  disa- 
bility by  implieatioB;  it  confounds  two 
powen  which  are  essentially  disttnot;  the 
power  of  Kmiting  the  descent  of  the 
erown*  and  a  power  of  destoying  the  ttthe> 
ritanee  of  the  people.  It  malms  the  act 
of  settlenMnt,  with  regard  to  the  Catholic 
and  his  posterity,  commit  the  very  viola- 
tion for  which  it  deprives  the  house  of 
^Stuart  of  the  throne,  and  at  once  transfen 
his  allegiance  and  takes  wlmwy  his  birth- 
right. 

I  do  acknowledge  that  the  oath  taken 
by  members  serrinc  in  parliament,  b  a 
part  of  the  act,  but  I  deny  it  to  be  a  fun- 
damental part  thereof.  Ist,  Because  the 
fondamental  paru  of  that  act  are  the 
lights  of  the  subjects,  but  the  claoses 
setdng  forth  the^  rights  are  onljr  decla- 
luiory  of  the  sobjectr  rights,  obtained  by 
jreor  Catholic  ancestors,  and  therefore 
cannot  contain  any  thing  against  the  civil 
ri|^ts  of  tbeir  posterttjr*  Again  I  beg  to 
observe  that  the  oath  m  question  has  no 
oennectien  with  any  of  those  ri^^,  either 
in  time  or  principle,  but  was  introduced 
in  A»  SOth  of  Cnarles  the  11.  at  the  time 
of  the  invention  of  the  CatboUe  plot,  and 
fonnded  on  the  temper  and  fury  of  that 
time^  The  CathoKc  plot  was  a  fabrica- 
tion} the  esmcutions  under  the  pretence 
of  that  plot  were  morders,  the  disqual^ 
Mnj;  oath  was  the  companion  of  that 
Abricatien  and  those  murders  dictated 
by  the  same  spirit  and  in  the  same  firy. 
1  thenforo  submit,  thai  the  disqualifyie^ 
ditk  is  no  past  of  the  ftudummital  Iswref 


The  next  objectioa  Is  to  be  fonnd  in  the 
oath  of  the  King.  The  words  on  which 
the  ofaiection  is  raised  are^  '<  I  will  pve« 
serve  the  IVotestant  reformed  religion,  ae 
by  law  established/'  The  comment  is^ 
that  by  law  established  is  meant  law  not 
tobeakered;  and  that  any  alteration  of 
that  law,  to  fovoor  the  Catholic,  would  tn* 
danger  the  Pkusestant  church.  This  in^ 
terpretation,  in  every  shape  and  reference^ 
1  hold  to  be  desti tote  of  reason  and  justice  9 
it  sapposes  the  Kii^  to  be  sworn  in  his  lotf 
gislaiive  capacityi  which  is  a  folse  sopp^ 
sition ;  it  supposes  the  oath  of  the  King 
to  be  intended  as  a  check  on  the  advice 
of  his  two  houses  of  parliameat— anotbet 
fislse  supposition;  it  supposes  tho  laws 
regarding  the  dtflferent  religions  in  tbesu 
countries  to  be,  what  indeed  the  rights  of 
the  people  are,  and  what  laws  (eccepi 
such  as  are  declaratory  of  those  rights) 
cannot  be,  irrevocable.  A  proviso  in  n 
statnte,  that  a  law  should  not  be  repeaM, 
is  void ;  the  legjslature  has  not  the  power 
to  make  it.  The  comment  inverts  thsr 
order  of  things:  it  makes  rights  revocn« 
ble,  and  penalties  everlasting.  Further^ 
this  comment  takes  fnmi  the  jurisdiction 
of  parliament  the  whole  code  of  laws  re* 
specting  the  different  religions  that  exist 
in  the  kingdom,  and  of  course  disinherita 
the  legislature  of  its  supreme  power« 
Further,  it  supposes  the  Protestant  chureb 
to  rest  on  pains  and  penalties  inflicted  on 
the  professors  of  another  religion  ;  that  ^ 
to  my,  it  rests  the  vrotd  of  God  on  an  acH 
of  power,  and  makes  what  is  a  scandal  to 
reliffion  the  support  of  the  church.  And 
finally,  it  supposes  the  chief  magtstate  to 
have  made  a  covenant  against  the  civil  li« 
berties  of  a  gresit  portion  of  his  subjects,- 
and  to  have  called  on  his  God  to  witnestf 
the  horrid  obligatimi. 

I  need  not  observe  how  often  and  how 
meritoriously  the  oath»  as  so  interpret- 
ed, has  been  violated ;  but  I  beg  to  re* 
mind  the  House,  that  the  stroitf  aettf 
against  the  Catholics  were  passed  after 
this  oath  was  prescribed,  namely,  in  the 
reign  of  Anne ;  and  then  the  interpreta* 
tion  must  be,  <'  1  will  preserve  the  law 
regarding  the  church,  not  unaltered,  bulf 
unmitisated."  And  then  the  eomsnent  otf 
the  oath  amounts  to  fhis^-That  the  King 
is  sworn,  not  only  agmost  the  franohiiei 
of  his  people,  but  the  miklnet«  of  hie 
religion.  Hervv  then,  ars  produced  against 
the  Catholic  claims  two  oAths:  the  on« 
founded  on  the  madnem  of  the  time;  thU 
oth«r,  •• 
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'pme$  the  king  ofa  free.goremment  and  a 
merciful  faith,  to  have  sworn  against-  the 
freedom. of  his. subjects. and  the  merciful 
•  ^ality  .of  his  religion.  We  are»  liow- 
ever,  stopped  .in  this  argument  by  two 
paradoxes:  lst«  That  the  Cathoitcs  do 
not  desire  civil  rights;  •  2dly,  That  they 
do  not  desire  equality.  We  are  told  this 
without  evidence,  against  tlie  evidence  of 
ioaemerable  petitions,  and  against  the  na- 
tural feelings  of  men.  Let  us  try  that 
argument  .on  ourselves:  let  us  propose  to 
the  Protestants,  to  renounce  their  employ- 
i|ient8,and  .to  give  up  their  seats  in  parlia- 

^  nu)nt<^wbat.say  you?  Am  I. to  under* 
«laud«  then,  tliat  the  Catholic  spirit  is 
broken,  and*  that  our  penal  code  has  rob- 
bed them  .  of  moral  elevation.  It  ie 
added,  franchises  would  vbe  of  no  use  to 
tbemi  and  that  they  are  too.  poor  and  mi-> 
lerable  to  avail  themselves  of  civil  capaci- 
lies;  that  is  tp  say  to  ahem,  we  h&ve  de- 
$troy«d  your  fortunes,  we  have  brdcen 
your  hearts,  and  all  we  now-  expect  is, 
thftt  you  will  lay  down  your  lives  in  our 
service.  Sir,  the  iaivs  have  not  been  so 
bad  as  this  would  made  them :  the  laws 
and  the  government,  have  destroyed  nei- 
ther the  spirit  nor  the  property  of  the  Ca-> 
tholic.  The  Cadiolics  do,  I  believe,  most 
ex<;eedingly  wish  for  the  franchises  in 
qp/estion,  and  are  .rich  enough  and  able 
^Aough  tp.make  use  of  them.  The  landed 
interest,  of  the  Catholics  is  considerable  : 
ds  *you  imagine  that  interest  does  not  feel 
thf^  exclusion  from  parliament,  and  from 
tbe  State?  The  commercial  interest  is 
considerable ;  do  you  imagine  that  inter- 
est does  not  feel  the  exclusion  from  the 
bank^-from  the  corporations  ?  The  com- 
monalty— the  peasantry ;  do  you  ima- 
gine they  do  not  sympathize  with  their  fa- 
ternity  ?  do  you  imagine  they  do  not  feel 
for  themselv/is — not  feel  the  torrents  of 
abuse  uttered  against  them  and  their  bre- 
thren ?  When  gentlemen  talked  of  asking 
the  petasaut,  whether  he  cared  for  cman« 
cip^ktiou,  they  ^sed  a  phrase  which  he 
would  not  have  understood  ;  but  if  you  had 
ask«d  him.  Whether  he  felt  the  distinc- 

.  tipn  made  between  the  Protestant  and  the 
Qatholiq  ?.  he  would  have  given  a  rapid 
answer  in  the  aiFirmative ;  and  he  would 
have  been. able  to  explain  that  answer, 
by  reciMog  his  sufferings:  In  short,  he 
cannot  be  a  chancellor,  perhaps,  but  the 

Giasant  can  be  a  man  ;  and  the  law  which . 
emishes  his  community,  and  sets  ano* 
ther  sec;  over  him,  d^rades  him  from 
Uuu  Mtim.    Bepeid  toe .  lan^  •nd,  you 


lestorehim  to  his  place:  you  gwe  to 
tbe  Catholic  peasant,  protection — to  tbe 
Catholic  gentleman,  hope<--Bnd  to  your* 
selveis,  a  people. 

I  have  more  objections  to  this  argu- 
ment :  it  is.  a  contumelious  way  of  talking' 
to  your  fellow-subjects,  as  if  tbey  were  of 
a  difierent  and  inferior  iiature ;  and  it  is 
also  an  injurious  way  of  talking;  for  in 
teaching  them^  you  teach  yourselves  to- 
depreciate  the  value  of  your  own  fran- 
chises.; and  yon  become  an  aposMe 
preilf:hing  against  ytmr  own  liberties;  and 
sophisticate  yourself  out  of*  the  passions 
by  which  those  liberties  are  to  be  de- 
fended. 

But  we  are  told  that  all' this  supposi- 
tion of  Catholic  indifference  is  a  mistake, 
and  that  instead  of  this,  tbe  Catholics  do 
most  ardently  desire  situations  in  parlia- 
ment and  in  the  state;  and  that  they 
wonld  use  both  to  overturn  the  settlement 
of  property,  and  1  he  establishment  of  the 
church-  I  do  allow  self  defence  to  be  a 
legitimate  cause  of  restriction;  bat  the. 
danger  must  be  evident*  Let  us  investi* 
gate  the  danger.  Ere  that  the  Catholioa 
can  by  a  law  repeal  the  settlement  of 
property,  they  must  be  the  parliament. 
Let  us  suppose  that  difficulty  overcome, 
and  let  us  consider  how  that  parliament 
would  act  on  property.  First,  that  par- 
liament must  possess  the  property  of  the 
country,  otherwise  it  could  not  be  the 
parliament.  Azain,  the  Catholics  have 
made  great  purchases  since  1778,  founded 
on  Protestant  titles;  and  the  Catholic 
tenantry  hold  under  Protestant  landlords, 
in  a  very  great  extent :  the  bulk,  there- 
fore*, of  Catholic  property,  depends  os 
Protestant  titles.  The  danger  alleged 
arises,  then,  from  two  impossibilities  >-«• 
1st,  that  the  Catholics  will  be  the  par- 
liament ;  2ndly,  That  they  will  then  use 
their  power  to  destroy  their  property. 
I  do  not  ask  whether  this  danger  be  pos- 
sible, but  I  ap.k  whether  it  be  that  immi- 
nent and  obvious  danger  which  can  justify 
us  to  take  away  the  franchiae  of  thie 
Catholic,  to  endanger  our  own,  and  to 
make  tbe  inheritance  of  our  property  iA* 
compatible  with  the  freedom  of  ourKUow 
subjects.  Let  us  reduce  our  policy  to  an 
act  of  parliament,  and  make  our  situation 
tbe  jrccital  of  the  statute— it  woald  run 
thus :  Whereas  tbe  different  powers  of  the 
continent  of  Europe  have  yielded  lo 
France,  and  whereas  we  have  no  aapport 
but  in  the  poople.of  these  ialnndi ;  i>e  it 
enacted  that  one  fourth  of  the  s«i»e.b« 
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!  Or,  let  wt  sappote  a  ibip  of 
Mrar  at  tea,  witb  the  French  in  y\ew,  and 
that  befeiv  the  engagement  some  learned 
gentleman  should  desire  to  speak  to  the 
captain,  and  shooM  address  him  as  fol- 
lows: Sir,  one  hundred  years  ago,  the 
Papists  fought  against  ns  at  the  Bbyne — 
four  handred  years  ago,  the  Papists  brohe 
the  passport  ^  John  Hubs;  and  six  hun- 
dred yearaago  the  Papists  ^oted  the  can- 
'nbns  of  Lateran,  and  aenounced  the  Albi- 
genses— numbers  of  your  seamen  are  Pa- 
pists, and,  therefore,  for  the  safety  of  the 
ship,  throw  the  crew  oTerboard.-^These 
islands  are  that  vcwet  the  ark  in  the 
•French  deiuse— In  it  the  living  creatures, 
not  vet  swallowed  up  by  France,  are  as- 
sembled, and  yen  propose,  by  your  penal 
code,to  maketbem  drown  one  another; 

As  to  the  danger  of  religion,  that  dan- 
cer, like  theotlMr;  stands  without  proof. 
Lai  us  contemplate  the  state  of  the  church, 
and  then  let  ns  speak  of  ita  danger  ;  The 
Protestant  church  is  the  established 
church  of  Ireland,  the  people  Catholic, 
that  Catholic  people  pay  tbat  church  : 
the  objection  is,  a  proposition  that  we 
ahoold  disfranchise  those  Catholics,  the 
better  to  secure  their  payment  of  that 
church.  It  is  a  proposition  in  breach  of 
m  moral  doty,  against  the  people  by  whom 
the  church  is  paid,  and  the  principles  of 
that  religion  far  which  that  church  is  sup- 
ported :  it  is  a  proposition  that  sacrifices 
to  the  imaginary  danger  of  the  ecclesi- 
aftteal  establishment,  not  only  the  peo- 
ple, but  the  Deity— that  is,  his  attri- 
butes ;  and  supposes  that  holy  and  pious 
corporation  to  do  what  it  could  not  con- 
ceive, still  less  perpetrate,  to  "shoulder 
God  out  of  the  church,  and  the  people  out 
of  the  constitution.  Let  us  try  the  sanc- 
tity of  this  policy  by  making  it  part  of  our 
prayers,  and  let  us  suppose  a  clergyman 
thus  to  recite  the  christian  duties,  saying. 
Do  as  you  would  be  done  by,  love  your 
enemies,  love  your  neighbours  as  your- 
aeWes,  and  so  may  God  incline  vour 
hearts  to  disfranchise  one  another.  I  am 
not  surprised  that  a  philosopher  should 
have  rested  the  world  on  an  elephant,  but 
I  am  surprised  thai  you  should  laugh  at 
tbat  philosdpher,  and  should  exceed  his 
folly,  and  rest  not  the  globe,  but  the  Ma* 
Jnf  of  it,  on  the  mischief  we  do  one 
another,  and  should  think  it  necessary  to 
crotch  up  omnipotence  by  penal  laws, 
and  should  contempbte  the  Deity  as  a 
petty  potentate  of  a  aubsidiaed  dominion ; 
prince^  or  Oennan  duke,  kept 


alive  by  act  of  parliament.  The  elephant, 
the  tortoise,  and  the  two  oaths—give  tM 
them,  and  atris  safe,  the  creation  and  the 
creator ;  take  them  away,  and  down  g<^s 
the  universe;  time  the  united  wisdoaa  of 
the  oM  soge,  and  the  modern  politician. 
The  refusal  rests  oti  six  wicked  propo- 
sitions : 

Ist.  That  the  majority  of  the  followers 
of  Christ,  are  the  worst  of  the  human 
species,  and  tbat  they  are  rendered  thus 
bad  by  their  religion. 

tfnd,  Thdt  the  resoltof  the  British  go- 
vernment in  Ireland,  has  been  the  on* 
qualified  depravity  of  her  inhabitants. 

Srd,  Tbat  the  fundamental  laws  of 
England  are  incompatible  with  the  civil 
privileges  of  the  majority  of  the  Irish. 

4th,  That  their  first  magistrate  is  sworn 
against  their  rights. 

'  5tb,  That  the  Protestants  of  Ireland 
have  gotten  a  mat  proportion  of  her 
land,  and  shotild  therefore  disqualify  a 
great  proportion  of  her  people* 

Oth^  That  the  Protestant  church  is  paid 
in  a  great  proportion  by  the  Catholics, 
and  should,  for  that  reason,  deprive  them 
of  their  civil  privileges. 

On  the  truth  of  such  monstrous  propo* 
sitions,  it  is  supposed  we  are  warranted 
to  commit,  on  the  principles  of  law,  four 
capital  violations ;  namely,  to  continue 
laws  which  are  partial  laws,  laws  that  are 
arbitrary,  laws  that  punish  opinions,  and 
laws  that  punish  religion, '  Six  monstrous 
propositions,  and  four  palpable  violationr> 
to  do  what  ?  to  ruin  your  empire  :  for 
what  else  but  ruin  is  that  policy  which  di- 
vides  your  people  in  the  face  of  your  ene* 
my?  But  if  gentlemen  think  this  policy, 
and  if  you  were  to  send  to  hell  fov 
principles,  or  to  Bedlam  for  discreticNi, 
you  would  not  find  worse :  Wise  and  vir- 
tuous in  theory,  see  what  it  has  proved 
to  be  in  practice  ;  let  us  see  what  it  haa 
done  in  Ireland.  The  close  of  the  !7Ui 
century  was  the  commencement  of  the 
penal  code  ;  that  was  the  age  in  which  it 
law  passed  in  England  to  deprive  Ireland 
of  her  trade,  to  prohibit  in  Ireland  the  ex* 
port  of  her  woolltn  trade ;  that  was  the 
age  in  which  a  lawpoased  in  England  to 
sotgect  the  Irish,  concerned  in  that  expert, 
to^  taken  from  Ireland,  and  tried,  fined, 
and  confined  in  England ;  that  wa^  the 
age  in  which  a  bill  passed  to  deprive  the 
Irish  lords  of  their  judicature,  and  to 
establish  the  power  of  the  British  par* 
liameotto  make  law  for  Ireland. 

Having  thus  disposed  of  her  libarty. 
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•eetbtt  effsct  oftbis  ppliey  on  htr  for- 
tune!. AftefT  an  eaqieriineiit  of  near  eigikl]^ 
year*  (a  time  long  eneogh  for  tbeexerciie 
of  all  ita  Tirtues),  that  k,  aboot  1779,  the 
pieople  and  the  goTemmeni  were  both 
mined.  The  Irish  government  could  not 
pay  its  ettablisbments*— its  establishment 
at  that  time  was  remarkably  low,  for 
4j000  of  our  troops  were  taken  off  the 
Irisb  list.  The  Insh  government  Goold 
not  pay  that  reduced  establishment :  the 
Irish  government  borrowed  50,400/.  from 
England,  to  sustain  itself;  ^e  Iri^  go- 
^rernment  borrowed  QOflOol*  from  apri«- 
Tate  gentleman  of  that  country,  to  give 
Ike  army  bread  ;  the  Irish  goveniment 
consult  the  commissioners  ofuie  revenue 
in  that  distress;  the  commissioners  an- 
■wer—- their  answer  is  remarkable :  to  a 
nuestion  put  by  the  government  touching 
ike  cause  of  our  distms,  they  reply,  that 
among  other  causes,  one  was  to  ne  found 
in  the  following  {^t»  namely,  that  the 
Irish  had  ceased  to  quit  the  country,  and 
that  the  American  war  had  stopped  emi- 
gration* The  cause  was  as  the  commis- 
aioners  had  mentioned :  we  could  not  feed 
our  inhabiunts,  and  we  banished  them ; 
we  were  restrained  from  the  export  of  our 
ananufac^res^  and  we  found  relief  by  ex- 
porting our  people.  The  Irish  gcwern- 
ment  then  assemble  the  Irish  parliament; 
the  parliament  reply,  that  nothing  but  a 
free  trade  could  save  the  nation  from 
impending  ruio— >a  nation  possessed  of 
above  seventeen  millions  of  acres^  a  tem- 
perate climate,  a  fertile  ml,  without  the 
▼bitatten  of  plague,  pestilence  or  famine, 
and  without  any  enemy  in  the  country 
except  her  laws,  precipitated  on  imme- 
diate ruin !  Such  were  the  efiacts  of  the 
penal  code  and  its  concomitants,  or 
laitfaer  such  were  the  judgments  of  God 
on  the  land  that  had  passed  such  a 
eode>  judgments  inflicted  by  her  Maker, 
and  declared  by  her  parliament. 
.  Turn  now  to  the  age  of  the  repeal  of 
those  laws,  it  began  in  1778;  about 
Ikait  time,  when  every  other  country  ad- 
vanced m  riohcsr  ours  had  come  on  so 
■fewly,  aanot  to  be  able  to  support  her 
government,  or  foed  her  people.  The 
repeal  began  in  1778 ;  the  system  had 
bMn  atfeMfcedfbefbre.  My  old  and  inesti- 
mable friend^  sir  Hercoles  LAngriske,  had 
Mr.  Burke,  with  truth,  observes)  thrown 
lis  yonthfol  spear  at  the  horrid  fabi^o--* 
ha  had  relkscd!  to  pay  adonlfion  to  .tbe 
demon  that  resided  therein*  and  had<mH 
fakHfid  tkn  diabeUeal  spint  in*U»  awn 
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.pandnmoniom;  but  the  great  aesao1t»  in 
Which  betook  a  leading  part,  was  inl77f 
and  1782:  the  rights  of  property  aUd  the 
rights  of  religion  were  then  in  a  great 
measure  restored.  The  grant  fell  short; 
but  the  gratitude  of  the  CathoUcs  at  that 
time  oat  ran  the  provisions  of  the  statutes, 
gave  the  parliament  a  credit  for  a  future 
complete  emancipation,  and  the  connlty 
the  strepgth  of  complete  unanimity. 

That  was  the  age  of  the  repeal  of  the 
penal  code,  and  in  that  age  the  neraonal 
liberty  of  the  sufagect  was  secured  b^  an 
habeas  corpus  act ;  the  justice  of'^  the 
country  was  secured  by  a  jud|(es'  biH 
(tfaev  held  their  offices  before  durmg  plea- 
sure) ;  the  army  of  the  coontry  was  made 
parliameiitary  by  an  Irish  mntiny  bill— 4t 
had  been  before  imposed  on  tfaie  conntiy 
without  law,  and  againat  it;  the  revenuea 
of  the  country  were  made  annnal«'-they 
bad  been,  in  a*  great  proportion,  jthe  per- 
petoal  inheritance  of  the  crown;  the  trade 
of  the  country  became  firee— it  had  been 
before,  by  English  acu,  restraided  andss»* 
nihilated ;  tbe  trade  of  the  country  with 
the  British  colonies  became  open  and  dit^ 
rect-^t  had  been,  in  the  essential  articlea, 
interdicted;  the  power  of  the  English 
privy  council,  to  originate  and  alter  Irish 
bills,  was  annihilate  ;  the  power  of  the 
Irish  privy  council,  to  alter,  originate,  and 
suppress  Irish  bills,  was  annihilated  ;  the 
power  of  the  courts  of  England,  to  try 
Irish  appeals,  was  annihilated ;  the  power 
of  the  British  parliament,  to  make  law  for 
Ireland,  was  relinquished ;  the  power  of 
tbe  Irish  parliament,  who  before  ceirid 
only  originate  petitions,  not  bills,  was  re^ 
stored  in  foil,  complete,  and  exclusive  au^ 
thority. 

Nor  were  these  acquisitions  a  barren  li» 
berty.  The  exporu  of  Ireland  increased 
above  one  half;  her  population  near  a 
third;  and  her  agriculture,  that  was  not 
before  able  to  feed  a  smaller  number  of 
inhabitants  (for  we  were  led  by  com  ham 
England),  supplied  an  inereased  popnhib 
tion  of  one  million,  and  sent  aredmidancy 
to  Great  Britain.  The  courtier  was  asto«> 
nished—  he  had  contemplated  such  pro»> 
pects  as  the  fienzy  of  tne  entfannast,  he 
read  that  frensy  regittered  hi  the  public 
accounts. 

Ner  was  all, this  wealth  slow  in  coming;. 
The  nation  started  into  manhood  at  once ; 
young  Ireland  oame  forth  Uke  a  giant^ 
rejoicing  in  her  strength»  In  lose  than 
ten  years  wae  this  increase  aeeoaswKshed  t 
in  1788  laa  eapoMd  S,8OO^00O^u  I7W, 
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mku  wmiA  now  bm  vslmd  al 
ll/MXVOOa-MD  17«4»  S4»00CMX)0  of  ywds 
of  lioMi— ud  in  1 703, 45,000,000  of  yards 
of  Hdoi.  PttbKc  proipority  so  crowded 
on  the  beol  of  ihe  fUtote,  thai  iho  powan 
of  nataro  Mamed  to  itand  al  tba  rightphaad 
ofparUainaBt. 

The  leading  cames  of  thii  were  as  evi* 
dent  at  the  fad :  the  country  became  co)- 
tiTated,  because  the  law*  that  deprived  the 
catholic  of  an  interest  in  the  sou  were  re- 
pealed, and  an  opportunity  was  given  to 
the  opcfaUon  of  her  com  laws ;  her  trade 
increased,  because  the  prohibitions  on  her 
Inde  were  removed ;  and  the  prohibitions 
were  removed,  because  she  asserted  her 
Kber^ ;  and  she  asserted  her  liberty,  be« 
canse  she  suspended  her  religious  ani* 
mosity.  Unanimity  shot  the  gates  of 
strife,  and  Providence  opened  the  gates  of 
commerce.  Providence  had  whipped  the 
country,  through  a  century,  with  her  own 
acts  of  parliament,  and  blessed  her  on  the 
repeal  of  them ;  and  so  connected  were 
the  penal  laws  and  the  poverty— the 
crime  and  the  ponishn)ent,  that  it  did  not 
seem  to  be  a  series  of  cause  and  effect;  but 
a  superior  power  standing  in  the  island, 
visible,  inflicting  with  its  lash  and  ezh<vt» 
ittg  with  its  bounty,  and  suggesting,  by 
the  indelible  lemons  of  woe  and  weal,  to 
my  country  how  to  get  her  liberty,  and 
yoon  how  to  secure  her  eippire. 

I  have  drawn  example  from  my  own 
country ;  i  pass  over  others:  I  might — I 
do  not  detail  the  gloomy  catalogur  of  dea> 
potic  go'vemmenu,  whose  ^oIk  has  been 
established  by  religious  disoord;  or  of 
empires,  like  that  of  the  Greeks,  erased ; 
or  of  nations,  like  vour  own  at  certain  pe- 
riods, stung  to  madness  by  that  inexorable 
'  fury.  I  avoid  the  dungeon  of  theology, 
the  mad*hoose  of  casuistry,  and  the  noisy 
tribe  of  the  sectarians ;  nor  do  I  dwell  on 
.  their  bookish  ignorance,  and  their  vulgar 
turbulence,  nor  tell  with  what  fury  they 
fought,  with  what  feebleness  they  rea- 
soned; and  how  they  ever  abused  their 
victories  over  each  other ;  trampled  on 
one  aiiotber*s  liberty,  abandoned  their 
own;  forgot  their  Cod,  and  sated  the 
wildest  revenge  with  all  the  spiteful  cant 
of  hypocritical  devotion.— They  did  not 
vrant  th^ir  king-cry,  and  their  cfattrch-cry, 
nor  any  of  that  public  rant,  with  which, 
for  political  purpose,  the  public  cheat 
panders  the  name  of  his  Maker.  I  pass 
wsaiahe  contentious  part  of  the  history  of 
my  own  country  |  the  ashes  are  yet  warn, 
tad  I  frar  to  tread  on  those  penkras  ina- 
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leriab,  or  to  roJdndle  ilamo  in  a  conatrjr 
where  oblivion  is  patriotism,  and  conoodl 
is  salvation;  doubting  whether  I  peosesa 
the  ipod  (qualities,  certain  that  I  share  all 
the  infirmities  of  my  nation,  I  have  no 
right,  in  another  country,  to  critictsa  mj 
own,  but  am  obliged  by  dnty,  and  led  by 
inclination,  to  defend  her-^proicstant  and 
catholic  without  distinction,  and  with  on* 
abated  fidelity.  Sufficient  to  say,  thai  in 
herreliffioos  contests  the  diflarent  parti* 
sans  did  what  all  religious  partisans  aver 
do,  they  abused  their  victory,  and  they 

{laid  the  penalty ;  the  catholics  lost  thetr 
and,  the  protestants  lost  their  Kbarty, 
and  both  a  free  constitution.  The  times 
1  allude  to  are  past,  the  religions  spi« 
rit  that  inflamed  them  is  past,  Bellooa 
has  recalled  her  learned  gentlemen  of 
much  theolo^,  and  mudi  melaphy« 
sics— Bedlam  has  shut  her  gates  upoa 
them — ^Bigotry  is  now  no  more  than  a 
spent  fury.  Three  hundred  years  have 
been  sufficient  lo  subdue  one  miasrablo 
madness;  the  great  bodies  and  establish* 
ments  that  formerly  petitioiied  against  the 
catholics,  have  either  recalled  t&irthuni 
der,  or  expressed  their  approbation.  There 
is  not,  on  your  table,  a  single  petitiea 
against  the  catholics,  the  city  of  London 
has  not  stirred;  the  city  of  Dublin  baa 
rejected  an  anticatholic  addrsas ;  the  oni* 
versity  of  Dublin  has  done  the  same;  a 
great  northern  protestant  county  in  JNa* 
land  has  passed  resolutions  in  their  lh« 
vour:  the  university  of  Oxford,  in  her 
late  distinguished  appointment,  has  marked 
her  approbation  of  the  principles  of  civil 
and  religious  liberty;  your  pulpit  t0^ 
sounds  with  strains  the  most  libml,  in  les* 
sons  equally  brilliant  and  profound;  the 
mitre  IS  placable — ^we  recognise,  with  gra^ 
titnde,  toe  genuine  majesty  of  the  chris^ 
ttan  religion:  You  yourselves,  your  go^ 
vernment  and  parliament,  have  led  lh# 
way.  In  1709  you  set  up  the  popedoms 
1791  jrnu  established  popery  in  North 
America;  in  1608,  you  conveyed  thecn* 
tholic  religion,  with  all  its  rites  and  cere- 
monies, to  South  America.  In  1800,  yote 
sent  to  Spain  and  Portugal  two  araifs,  to 
support  in  both,  and  in  full  power,  the 
splendour  and  the  rights  of  the  Romish 
church.  You  employed  Irishmen  and 
Irish  money  in  these  expeditions,  and  will 
you  now  disqualify  the  Irish  for  popery. 
France  out  of  the  question,  there  ie  not  a 
catholic  on  the  globe  whom  jyon  have  not 
embrace<^  except  your  MJew  subjects* 
To  that  embrace-I  now  fanoin— nd  y«a» 
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'i.  r>»i  a  fomii^r  occa- 
'  tarope  ia   arrayed  in 
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b*  rgni.r.ini  that  thf  r^n  n^ni'if  fifpln*"  hi 
hi"  own  nrArr,  rnniprcbfrnhinr  ihn  f'.m 
titiiUr  arrlit»»hnp<,  in  din  woih  rif  .Id' 
fl'iary  r?')'!,  •nlcmnlv  i-'-iilvM,  rlmt  "  «i.»  fl 
intprfpf^iir*  fif  Knv^rnni^nr  »•  ni:iy  •m-Kn 
it  Co  b<>  TOii-find  of  ihfl  loyi.ty  M'  lti«  fi'-i'' 
rincua.  »rf  the  ori^.  I  son  ai)p"in'prl  j«  jii«t.  an'l  mii^h'  w  h*  »*<« 
^^^'-C'  cTmrcf*.  tiave  L  ciwi<'rt  in  ■■"  Anrt  fpii-ih.-i',  '' ihn',  in  «'"'' 
•  "i**  ■   *    Ml*   jmwnq  ■    iti'*    prinripln    iH    f'lll    ft],»f«i.'.n,"    rh^ni" 

"■  •  ■— 1      — -r   -a*    3*-^     rinn*  if  'h'ir  Swhop*  ;   iml   priivv**/!  '*>•.( 
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The  right  hbn*  gent  concluded  tvath  mov- 
iog,  ''  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred 
to  a  Committee/'  ' 

.  Sir  /.  C  Hippt^  *  rote,  to  second  the 
aK>tion  of  his  right  hon.  friend.  He  ob- 
served, that,  called  upon  as  be  bad  been, 
he  felt  himself  constrained  to  bespeak  tbe 
patience  of  tbe  House,  to  a  greater  extent, 
ne  ^ared,  than  was  suited  to  so  late  an 
hour.  The  subject  naturally  branched 
itself  into  distinct  heads,  which  might  be 
more  adrantageously  discussed  in  a  com- 
mittee'than  under  the  present  form  of  the 
House ; — but  he  was  not  so  sanguine  as 
to  anticipate  that  a  committee  would  be 
conceded:  and,  as  his  right  hon.  friend 
had  left  so  little  to  be  added  in  point  of 
argument,  after  the  brilliant  and  powerful 
appeals  he  had  made  to  the  House  upon 
former  occasions,  as  well  as  on  the  pre- 
sent, it  would  be  highly  presumptuous  to 
attempt  to  folbw  his  example.  The 
question  had  been  introduced  to  their  con- 
sideration with  every  advantage  which 
most  powerful  talents  and  impressive 
energy  of  language  could  give ;  and  he 
shoam  certainly  avoid  every  endeavour  to 
add  further  interest,  by  declamation,  on  a 
subject  to  which  the  feelings  of  the  House 
bad  been  so  strongly  excited. 

The  course  of  sir  J*  H.  proposed  to 
take,  with  the  indulgence  of  the  House, 
was  4>ne  derived  more  immediately  from 
his  own  experience,  and  consistent  with 
that  peculiar  combination  of  circumstances 
and  events,  which  had  probably  induced 
his  right  hon.  friend  to  make  that  reference 
vhich  it  now  became  his  duty  to  meet; 
jaduty  no  less  urgent  with  regard  to  those 
friends  wHo  b^d  inadesuch  sacrifices  in  sup- 
port of  this  great  Question,  at  an  antecedent 
jyeriod^than  to  tne  claims  of  several  mil- 
lions of  our  fellow-subjects;  and  espe- 
cially of  those  among  them  to  whose 
^valour  we  were  constrained  to  resort  for 
4be  preservation  of  all  that  was  dear  to  us ; 
)>ut  from  whom,  nevertheless,  we  with- 
held the  participation  and  enjoyment  of 
franchises  which  are  the  birthright  of 
^very  loyal  subject  under  a  free  consiitu- 
.lion,  and  which  cannot,  in  common  jus- 
tice^  or  upon  any  sound  principle  of  poli- 
tics or  morals,  be  refused  to  men  that  ar^ 
deemed  worthy  of  being  called  forth  in 
defence  of  the  general  security  of  the  state. 

lliat  the  Catholics,  whose  claims,  are 
pow  before  the  House,  "  ought  to  be  con- 


*  Fripn)  the  original  edition,  printed  for 
Jr  FauJdoVj  Bond  Street. 


sidered  as  |pood'and  logral'  sabpoela  of  his 
Majesty,  hie  csown^  axid  govenuiiMit," 
has  been  generally  and  repeatedUy  (de- 
clared by  successive  acts  of  the  legia* 
lature  *;  and  another  great  truth  is  no  less 
inculcated^-**'  that  it  must  tend  to.,  the 
prosperity  and  strength  of  his-  Majesty's 
dominions;'  that  his  subjects,  of  all  deno- 
minations, should,  enjoy  the  blessinga  of 
our  free  constitution,  and  should  be  bound 
to  each  other  by  mutual  interest  and  af- 
fection t**'  But  it  is  a  melancholy  fact, 
that  these  salutary  objects  have  been  very 
little  advanced ;  though  it  is  certain  that 
every  inference  which  can  be  drawn 
fnom  the  most  incontrovertible  documents 
and  from  experience,  ought  to  have  tended 
to  cultivate  and  strengthen  the  growth  of 
such  a  wise  and  just  policy.  Sir  J.  H, 
considered  it  to  have  been  the  oligect  of 
his  right  hon.  friend.  In  calling  upon  him, 
that  ^  should  state  to  the  Rouse  some 
facta  with  which  he  had  been  intimately 
concerned,  and  further  to  substantiate  the 
causes  why  so  little  had  been  effected ; 
and  he  flattered  himself  that  he  was  com- 
petent to  adduce  such  collateral  evidencn 
as  would  place  the  subject  in  a  clear  light. 
He  lamented  that  a  part  of  tbe  Romaa 
Catholic  com*munity  had,  by  their  own 
acts  and  declarations,  since  the  period  of 
the  last  discussion  of  this  subject  in  the 
House,  not  a  little  contributed  to  produce 
unseasonable  impressions  in  the  minds  of 
such  as  had  but  little  examined  the  ques- 
tion, and  were  content  to  rest  their  opi- 
nions upon  the  basis  of  an  antiquated, 
though  honest  prejudice.  The  conduct 
of  certain  Roman  Catholic  prelates,  since 
the  period  just  mentioned, — and  the  ob- 
loquy cast  by  aiany  individual  writers, 
professing  themselves.  Catholics,  upon  the 
conduct  of  those  parliamentary  friends 
who  have  invariably  sought  the  interests 
and  aggrandisement  of  the  United  King- 
dom, by  endeavouring  to  promote  the 
honour  and  advantages  of  their  Catholic 
feflow-subjects,  bad  naturally  strength- 
ened that  original  prejudice.  But  the 
cause  in  agitation  is  not  merely  that  of  aa 
insulated  part  of  the  community  ;  it  is  tbe 
cause  of  the  whole  state ;  the  aggregate 
strength  of  the  empire,  the  vital  organs  of 
its  power,  and  the  consolidation  of  all  its 
physical  and  moral  energies,  are  at  stake  ! 

*  Particularly  the  preambles  of  3 1  Gem* 
S.  c.  Sa;  S3  Geo.  S,  c.  44;  also  21  and 
22  Geo.  3,  c.  24,  &c  &c.  &c. 
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•nd  tfi€ie  tt  a  tnoment,  '«  when,"  as  the 
right  fion.  moter  bad,  on  a  fbrmer  occa- 
sion, obterted,  "  all  Europe  is  arrayed  in 
battalion  against  us!'' 
'  The  proceedings  and  animadrersions 
connected  with,  what  ii  styled,  the  Veto, 
or  the  proposed  negative  poyirer  of  the 
erownoponthe  appointment  of  the  pre- 
lates of  the  Roman  Catholic  church,  hare 
prinripally  tendted  to  check  the  growing 
progress  of  a  fktonrable  disposition  in  the 
public  mind  to  the  prayer  of  the  peti- 
tioners. A  reference  to  the  documents 
^suiting  from  the  Totuntarv  acts  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  prelates  of  Ireland,  and 
to  some  of  the  animadversions  of  their 
liameroos  commentators,  cannot  fall  to 
demonstrate  how  far  the  plainest  facts  are 
tusceptibte  of  perversion^  and  how  littfe 
ground  any*  description  of  the  Catholjc 
body  have  to  accuse  their  parliamentary 
friends  of  oriprinattng  a  n^easure  (whether 
from  ignorance  or  design)  tending  to  im- 
pose upon  iheir  church  an  injurious  inno- 
vation of  their  essential  discipline. 

Nevertheless, 'fi^om  a  pi^riod  commenc- 
ing about  two  months  after  the  motion 
itiade  by  his  right  hon.  friend  in  this 
House,  on  the  25th  of  May,  ld08«  down 
to  the  present  hour,  the  Irish  press  has 
poured  forth,  in  rapid  succession,  the  most 
tinoaalified  calumnies  against  those  who 
bacf  favoured  a  measure,  which  in  fact  had 
its  origin  with  the  four  metropolitan  and 
Six  other  i^enior  prelates  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  communion  in  Ireland.  The 
last,  though  not  Che  least  injurious  and  un- 
merited attack  of  this  description,  which 
is  confidently  stated  to  have  issued  from 
the  pen  of  a  Roman  Catholic  prelate  of 
Ireland,  is  addressed  to  the  right  hon. 
member  for  \ht  county  of  Kerry  :♦  "  The 
pretended  necessity  for  a  veto,  I  consi- 
der," (snys  the  writer,)  '« is  a  sule  trick — 
t  Dfere  finesse  to  cozen  Catholics  out  of 
their  religion  ;  a  manoeuvre,  to  effect,  by 
intrigue  and  cunning,  what  the  most  per- 
secuting laws  were  unable  to  bring  about; 
it  is  holding  out  an  insidious  flag  of  truce, 
to  betray  the  garrison,  and  take  it  by  sur- 
prise :— but  the  Irish  are  clear-sighted,  and 
though,  from  nature,  they  are  generous 
and  unsuspicious,  they  now  hive  had  suf- 
ficient experience  to  teach  them  to  the 
contrary ."«-0)u Id  this  prelate  be  really 
ignorant  of  the  origin  of  that  very  mea- 

*  Published  in  the  Kerry  Herald,  dated 
90th  of  April  1810,  signed,  A  Catholic 
Clergyman. 
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sore  which  he  thns  deprecates  ?•— Could  he 
be  ignorant  that  the  ten  senior  prelates  of 
his  own  order,'  comprehending  the  four 
titular  archbishops,  in  the  month  of  Ja- 
nuary 1799,  solemnly  resolved,  that "  such 
interference  of  government  as  may  enable 
it  to  be  satisfied  of  the  loyalty  of  the  per« 
son  appointed  is  just,  and  ought  to  be  ac« 
.  ceded  to  ?"  And  further,  "  that,  to  give 
this  principle  its  full  operation,''  them- 
selves  laid  down  the  details  of  the  elec* 
tions  of  their  bishops  ;  and  proposed  that 
the  person  so  elected  was  to  be  presented 
to  government,  and  that,  if  he  were  ob- 
jected to,  the  electors  were  to  proceed  to 
the  election  of  another  candidate  ?  Coukl 
he  be  ignorant  that  those  prelates  ap- 
pointed a  committee  of  ihree  of  their  ap- 
pointed body,  to  transact  all  business  with 
government,  "  relative  to  the  said  propo- 
sal, under  the  substance  of  the  regulations 
agreed  on  and  sub^^cribed  by  them  }"  and 
the  proposed  resolutions  of  the  17th,  ISth^ 
ami  19th  January,  1799,  were  transmitted 
to  the  lord-lieutenant,  and  to  the  king's 
ministers?  Such  were  the  facts!  True  it  is 
that  those  resolutions  were  not  acted  uponj 
for  they  were  to  be  practically  concurrent 
with  a  proposal  which  had  been  made  to 
the  prelates,  namely,  that  of  an  indepen- 
dent state-provision  for  the  clergy  of  Ire- 
land ;  and  the  prelates  had  resolved,  that 
'<  such  a  provision,  through  governments 
competent  and  secured,  ought  to  be  thank- 
fully accepted."*    Circumstances  bad  in- 

*  A  doubt,  at  that  period,  had  been  en- 
tertained, whether  the  see  of  Rome  might 
not  object  to  such  a  provision,  as  convey- 
ing an  impression  unfavourable  to  the  in- 
dependence of  the  Irish  Roman  Catholic 
churclu  The  Roman  Catholic  bishops  in 
Scotland  had,  at  the  same  period,  solicited 
such  a  provision  in  aid  of  the  miserable 
pittance  left  to  them  and  their  clergy  after 
the  confiscation  of  their  property  on  the 
continent.  Mr,  Pitt  lent  a  compassionate 
ear  to  their  distresses,  and  the  sentiments 
of  the  see  of  Rome  are  expressed  in  the 
following  official  note,  under  the  signature 
of  the  Cardinal  Borgia,  prefect  of  the  col- 
lege of  Propaganda  Fide,  countersigned 
by  Cardinal  Brancadoro,  then  secretary* 

(Copy.)  "  Da  Monsigr.  Moylan  Vescovo 
di  Cork  in  Irlanda,  if  quale  ha  cost!  godoto 
Tonore  di  trauare  con  V.  S.  Illma,  e  con  i 
degni  Ministri  di  Sua  Mnestd  Briciannica 
Bopra  gli  afiari  d^i  nostri  Cattolici,  sono 
atato  raggoagliato  di  quanto.  Ella  sia&d 
impegnata  a  proteggerU;  e  come  sia  le* 
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terrened  which  impeded  the  execution  of 
that  great  and  just  mea8ure«  which  was 
then  avowed  to  be  in  the  contemplatioti 
of  governmfnt.  Whether  the  ministere 
were  sincere  in  their  declarations,  is  not 
the  present  object  of  inqairy,  nor  is  it  ma- 
terial;  it  is  certam  that  the  presumption 
is  in  their  fafour.  Tbey  avowed  that  the 
'*  obstacles  to  the  bringing  forward  mea- 
sures of  concession  to  the  Catholic  body, 
were  insurmountable  whilst  in  office,  and 
that  they  fcic  it  impossible  to  continue  in^ 
administration  under  the  inability  to  pro- 
pose it,  with  the  circumstances  necessary 
to  carry  the  measure,  with  all  its  ad  van- 
tafifes."*  They  made  the  sacrifice  of  their 
offices  to  their  opinions,  which  may  be 
consideied  as  no  light  test  of  ministerial 
sincerity. 

But  to  return  to  the  resolutions  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  prelates  in  1799:  we  have 
been  lately  told  that  they  passed,  *'  when 
the  reign  of  terror  was  still  breathing/' 
by  "  practising  upon  fear  and  solitude ;" 
and  were  '*  concerted  with  little  less  than 
a  menace/'  and  that  '*  a  pension  to  our 
clergy  was  the  preamble  of  the  written 
concession/'f  A  learned  Roman  Catho- 
lic prelate  oii  this  side  of  the  channel,  who 
has  recently  published  ''  An  elucidation 
of  the  Veto^''  assuming  as  his  motto, 

■  ■        Quaaque  ipse  miierriiiia  vidi, 
Et  quorum  pars  roagDa  fui, 

describes  his  constituent  prelates,  at  the 
period  in  question^  as  '<  beset  and  plied" 

ben'  anche  riuscito  di  ottenere  un'  onesta 
privisione  per  i  Vicarj  Apostolici,  e  Clero 
Cattolico  di  Scozia:  Opera  tutta  del  suo 
grande  animo  e  zelo  senza  pari,  degno 
percio  dei  piu  vivi  ringraziamenti !  II 
Santo  Padre,  questa  Sac  :  Congregazione, 
t  ed  j[o,  che  vi  presiedo  in  qusditd  di  Pro* 
Prefetto  ce  ne  nostriamo  tutti  sensibilissimi : 
ottd'  £,  che  pregandolo  in  commun  nome 
a  continuarne  anche  in  appresso  la  pro- 
tezione;  ed  esibendoci  pronti  a  poterle 
corrispondere  per  si  segnalati  •  favori  in 
qualunque  incontro  de  suoi  desiderj,  do 
▼ero  cuore  me  le  offero,  e  resto.  Servi- 
tore,  &c.-— S.  Carde.  Borgia  Pro-Prefetto. 
«r-  Cesare  Arcivo.  di  Nisibi.^-Roroa  26 
Luglio  lSOO.»Di  V.  S.  Illma.— Sigr. 
Cavre.  Hippisley  (Londra.) 

^  Vide  the  not^s  transmitted  by  mar- 

3uis  Cornwallis  to  Dr.  Troy,  in  Mr.  Plow- 
en's  History  oHreland,  and  in  the  Speech 
of  lord  Casilerea^h,  on  the  25th  of  May. 
f  Vide  Mr,  Clinch's  Inquiry,  Dublip, 


by  the  then  miiiistcF  of  Ireland;  and  m 
having  been  ''  Ijpd  to  believe  that  their 
church  would  not  only  be  protected  and 
honoured,  but  also  that  it  would,  ia  a  lorl 
of  subordinate  way,  become  the  establish*- 
ed  church  of  Ireland  :"  and,  "  uader  this 
persuasion,  these  ten  prelates  admitted* 
that,  in  the  appointment  of  the  prelates  of 
the  Roman  Catholic  religion  to  yacaaS 
sees,  such  interference  of  government  aa 
may  enable  it  to  be  satisfied  of  the  loyal^ 
of  persons  appointed,  is  just  and  ought  tci 
be  acceded  to,"  &c.  &c» 

Now,  with  respect  to  the  fact  of  thosa 
resolutions  having  been  inflaenced  by  ai 
reign  of  terror  and  dictated  by  menace^ 
the  noble  viscount  (lord  Castlereagh)  oa 
the  opposito  bench,  who  is  the  ex-imnister 
alluded  to,  is  most  competent  to  speak  ^ 
and  should  any  circumstance^  connected 
with  the  transactions  of  the  government 
of  Ireland  of  that  period,  be  mis-stated  by 
sir  J.  H.  it  would  be  subject  to  the  cof*- 
rection  of  that  noble  lord,  with  whom» 
during  the  whole  of  these  transactions* 
he  had  maintained  a  confidential  cor* 
respondence,  particularly  at  the  in* 
stance  of  the  minister  of  the  depart* 
ment*  the  continuation  of  which  was  ra« 
peatedly  solicited  by  the  noble  yisceuni 
himselfC  [Here  lord  Castlereagh  was  ob» 
served  to  nod  his  assent.]  Sir  J.  H.  coa-> 
tinned. — That  he  coulcC  from  these  cir* 
cumstances,  speak  with  greater  confidence 
respecting  the  measures  then  in  the  coo^ 
temptation  of  government,  many  of  which 
bad  been  suggested  by  himself,  and  ap* 
proved  by  his  Majesty's  ministers ;  not 
was  he  less  in  familiar  habits  of  correa- 
pondence,  at  the  same  period,  with  soma 
of  the  most  eminent  prelates,  who  wera 
parties  to  those  resolutions,  and  were 
fully  apprised  of  the  situation  in  which  he 
stood  with  the  King's  ministers.  Npm 
thing  could  be  more  strongly  marked  in 
their  correspondence,  than  their  unquali- 
fied reliance  on  the  honour  of  those  mi- 
nisters ;  their  communications  with  the 
castle  were  unembarrassed  by  apprehen- 
sions, if  any  faith  is  to  be  reposed  in  their 
statements  ;  and  an  apparent  reciprocal 
friendly  understanding  was  the  basb  of  all 
their  proceedings. 

But  we  will  suppose  that  it  was  other« 
wise,  and  that  terror  had  been  the  order 
of  the  day  :  what  different  qualities  then 

*  The  late  duke  of  Portland,  then  se- 
cretary of  sute  (or  the  home  departmeatp. 
1799—1800. 
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Muat  thmt  renerable  prelates  poi4eu> 
from  Uie  stern  infiexibility  of  their  con- 
fidenliel  agenl^  who  has  so  repeatedly  de- 
clared* that  he  invites  martyrdom,  sooner 
than  give  up  an  atom  of  the  essential  disci- 
pline of  his  church  i  His  own  consti- 
Soents,  nevertheless,  for  the  very  act  now 
deprecated  (which  is  authenticated  by 
their  signatores»  namely,  that  of  the  four 
metropolitan  and  the  six  senior  bishops), 
are  acccosed  "  of  a  commerce  of  robbery 
not  less  than  sacrilege,  ^nd  of  an  acquies- 
cence in  a  measure  c&lculated  to  stir  up 
insurrection,  to  sufibcate  Christianity,  to 
desolate  Ireland*''* 

Adverting  to  the  progress  of  these  ill- 
fisted  transactions,  we  come  to  the  period 
when  Dr.  Milner  (as  the  avowed  agent 
of  the  Roman  Catholic  prelates  of  Ireland) 
communicated  with  noble  lords  and  right 
honourable  ffentlemen,  who,  in  conse- 
quence, stated  jn  Parliament  the  result  of 
that  communication,  and  announced,  as 
they  conceived  they,  were  warranted,  the 
assent  of  the  Roman  Catholic  prelates  of 
Ireland,  to  the  spirit,  if  not  the  letter  of 
the  proposal  virtually  sanctioned  by  Dr. 
Milner.  On  this  part  of  the  subject  great 
misapprehension  has  taken  place,  and 
volumes  have  been  written  upon  it:  the 
eC#  of  the  question  however  is  this  — 
Was  any  measure  stated  to  the  House,  in 
1 808,  as  having  obtained  the  actual  or  vir- 
tual assent  of  the  Roman  Catholic  prelates 
which,  in  point  of  feet,  was  not  consonant 
to  the  letter  of  their  owa  resolutions'  in 
1199 }  It  matters  not  how  those  noble 
lords  or  gentlemen  may  have  themselves 
reasoned  on  the  efiectsof  that  measure^* 
difierent  conclusions  may  be  drawn  from 
She  same  premises  :  the  fact  was  simple, 
and  stood  on  reconl  :  and  there  was  no  dis- 
position to  bind  Dr.  Milner  beyond  his 
authority;  he  had  stated  that  he  was  not 
accredited  to  assent  to  the  specific  mea- 
sure, though  he  considered  himself  well 
warranted  to  express  his  confidenee  in  the 
assent  of  his  constituents. 

But  we  will  look  a  liitle  further. — The 
debate  in  this  House  took  place  on  the 
U5ih  of  May,  and  in  a  few  days  the  report 
•f  it  reached  Dublin.  Those  parliamen- 
tary friends  who  bad  been  the  advocates 
of  the  measure,  received  deliberate  ac- 
knowledgments of  their  ellbrts,  and 
thanks  in  the  name  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
prelacy  of  Ireland.  From  the  2d  of  June 
till  towards  the  end  of  the  following  July, 


^ 


*  LetteiB  of  Detector^  Dublin,  1809. 


not  a  word  escaped  to  lead  their  parlia« 
mentery  friends  to  doubt  that  the  same  im« 
pressions  continued  in  the  minds  of  those, 
who,  from  their  stations,  must  naturally 
have  been  considered  as  the  nfost  promi- 
nent to  object  or  approve,  sir  J.  H.  observed 
that  no  person  was  more  competent  to 
speak  to  this  fact  than  himself.  About 
the  end  of  July,  commenced  the  attack  . 
upon  this  proposal  in  the  public  prints,- 
led  by  a  writer  under  the  signature  of 
Sarsfield,  and  followed  by  Lac i us,  Inimicos 
Veto,  and  other  assumed  signatures ;  and 
by  some  writers,  who  attested  their  opi-« 
nions  under  their  real  names.  The  tone 
of  all  was  in  unison  with  the  denunciations 
that  have  been  quoted  ;  and  increased  in* 
violence,  as  the  period  approached  for 
assembling  the  CatlM>lic  prelates  in  Dub* 
lin,  to  deliberate  on  the  precise  object 
which  had  been  so  much  misconceived 
and  misrepresented,  and  had  thereby  ex- 
cited an  almojt  general  discontent. 

If  particular  periods  are  to  be  marked 
by  distinct  appellations,  the  hour  of  this 
ecclesiastical  convention  might  truly  have 
been  termed  the  reign  of  terror : — hir^  un- 
questionally,  many  of  the  prelates  went 
thither  under  a  very  alarming  anticipation 
of  the  possible  result.  No  imputation  .  is 
meant  to  be  cast  upon  the  integrity,  the 
patriotism,  or  the  truly  Christian  spirit  of 
those  who  constituted  that  assembly  of  di* 
vines ;  and  still  less  is  any  reproach  in* 
tended  to  be  cast  upon  the  feelings  of  an 
honourable,  frank,  and  high-spirited  class 
of  our  fellow-subjects,  deeply  interested 
in  the  resolutions  of  their  prelates,  and 
more  jealous  of  the  independency  of  theic 
religion,  than  anxious  for  their  own  resto^ 
ration  to  the  common  franchises  of  the 
constitution.  Such,  however,  was  *the  ill 
omen  and  misfortune  of  the  times,  that  a 
combination  of  circumstances,  some  extras 
neous,  and  some  more  or  less  connected 
with  the  interior  discipline  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  church,  very  forcibly  operated, 
at  this  conjuncture,  to  produce  that  colli- 
si  on,  which  militated  so  powerfully  against 
the  united  efibrts  of  tlu*ir  be.it  triends,  "  to 
"  insure  the  success  of  a  system  of  univer* 
"sal  and  unreserved  benevolence." * 

*  The  ab'»vp  passage  is  fiomihe  speech 
of  lord  Grenvili(%  on  moving  the  qnestion 
on  the  'J7th  of  May,  I  SOS.  Mr.  Trotter, 
formerly  private  secretaiy  to  Mr  Fox, 
asserts,  in  a  recent  pamphirt,  tiiai  the  ex* 
ministers  were  pledt<ed  to  support  Cailio* 
lie  emancipatiouj  without  any  such  con^ 
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As  opinions  seem  to  change  wUh  the 
fleeting  hour,  it  is  instructive  lo  look  back 
to  the  estimation  in  which  the  proposal  of 
the  Veto  was  held  by  the  accredited 
agent  of  the  Irish  prelates,  a  few  months 
a^ter  it  was  renf  wtrd  on  the  presamed  ac- 
quiescence of  his  constitoents,  in  180S. 

Dr.  Milner,  V.  A>  and  bishop  of  Cas«> 
tabaia,  in  his  Letter  to  a  Parish  Priest, 
dated.  1st  August,  1808,  says—*'  I  proceed 
to  shew  upon  what  grounds  I  rested  my 
opinim,  that  the  Irish  prelates,  in  the 
'event  of  a  friendly  ministry  succeeding 
to  power,  and  of  the  eiiiancipaiion  being 
granted,  would  not  hesitate,  under  the 
presumed  saociion  of  his  Holiness,  to  ad- 
mit of  a  iifuiled  power  of  exclusion  in  ihe 
exf'cutive  government.  Tlie  first  of  these 
grounds  in  the  actual  consent  which  ihey 
(Uiat  is,  the  four  metropolitans  .and  six  of 
the  most  antient  bishops),  speaking  in  the 
name  of  the  whol'^  episcopal  body,  have 

dition.  'Ihe  lolluuing  extract  of  a  letter 
written  during  the  contest  for  the  chan- 
cUlorship  of  Oxford  will  supply  the  best 
answer  to  this  assertion :  '*  The  ^^tate 
of  the  question,  as  agitated  in  Parliamt^nt, 
is,  in  general,  very  ill  understood.  The 
Catholics  petitioned  for  equal  rights: 
Lord  Grenville  never  moved  that  ihe 
House  should  agree  to  the  prayer  of  the 
Petition  ;  but  that  it  should  resolve  itself 
into  a  committee  lo  consider  the  Petition. 
In  that  committee,  he  adds,  the  subject 
could  be  fully  investigated ;  to  consider 
what  new  safeguards  its  adoption  might 
require  —  by  what  suggestions  jealousy 
could  be  satisfied,  and  fear  allayed  :  that, 
en  this  subject,  he  had  concurred  entirely 
with  Mr.  Pitt;  their  opinions  had  been 
formed  together,  by  mutual  commimica* 
tion  and  unreserved  confidence ;  their 
plans  embraced  the  whole  ecclesiastical 
atate  of  Ireland,  inclodinff  measures  of 
considerable  benefit  to  the  established 
church,  calcalated  to  promoie  both  its 
honour  and  advantage.  The  erection  of 
churches  and  glebe  houses,  in  a  country 
where,  of  2,400  parishes,  not  more  than 
400  had  glebe  houses,  formed  an  euential 
part  of  their  plan." — '<  The  state  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  church  administering  to 
the  spiritual  wants  of  four  millions  of  our 
people,  had  also  been  an  object  of  their 
deliberate  consideration.  If  you  tolerate 
the  Roman  Catholic  church,  which  is  epis^ 
copal,  you  must  of  coarse  allow  it  to  have 
bishops ;  but,  adds  lord  Grenville,  it  is 
unquestionably  proper  that  the  Crown 
•houid  excrciie  an  eii'cctual  negative  over 


actvally  given  to  the  proposed  oMasyve  ia 
their  solemn  deliberatioiu,  held  at  Dub* 
liiifOn  the  17th,  Idth,  and  l<>th  Jannary* 
1799.  In  these  deliberatioas,  havtDg 
premised  the  justice  and  pro|>rieiv  of  the 
interference  of  government  in  tne  ap« 
pointment  of  Caiholtc  bishops,  as  far  as  is 
necettary  to  ascertain  their  loyalty,  ihey 
resolve  as  follows  :''«^f  ihe  Uesolutions  o£ 
1799,  are  then  quoted  by  Dr.  M.]  "  Witk 
respect  to  these  Resolutions,  I  have  to  ob* 
serve — 1st,  That  they  are  in  the  hands,  L 
believe,  both  of  miuisiry  and  opposition, 
and  are  considered  by  both  as  binding 
upon  the  episcopal  body  : — 2dly,  Thai 
the  exclusive  power  itseU,  or  the  right  of 
the  Veto,  is  not  less  explicitly  ofiered  ia 
them  than  it  is  menlioned  in  my  negocia* 
tioiis : — 3dly,  The  necessary  checks  apoA 
ihu  Veto  are  not  so  di^^tinctly  expressed 
in  the  former  as  they  are  in  the  latter." 
Again,   "  Li   almost  every  nncatholic 

the  appointment  of  the  persons  called  to 
exercise  these  fttnc lions.  Lord  Grenville 
then  proceeded  to  enunierate  the  measures 
with  which  Mr.  Pitt  and  himself  always 
meant  to  accompany  the  proposal  :—• 
'  Great  and  important  safeguards,'  says 
his  lordship,  '  they  were  for  the  civil  and 
ecclesiastical  constitution  of  the  realm ; 
wise  and  salutary  provisions  for  promoting 
the  interests  of  religion-— for  extending 
the  beneficial  intercourse  of  our  reformed 
and  established '  church -—for  conciliating 
the  warmest  aflfection^  of  a  people, 
whose  various  interesu  and  feehngs 
were  thus  consulted— and  for  insuring  the 
success  of  a  system  of  universal  and  unre* 
served  benevolence.'  *'  —  "  What  I  ask 
(says  lord  Grenville)  is  only  that  yo«i 
should  enter  fully  into  the  discussion  of 
the  subject;  whatever  be  the  result  of 
yoar  deliberations,  much  benefit  will  be 
derived  from  the  mere  examination  of 
these  questions— asperities  will  be  softened 
— unlound^d  jealousies  allayed.  Let  it  be 
indelibly  impressed  upon  the  mind  of  Ire- 
land, that  it  is  only  by  Uniim,  by  cluse 
and  intimate  Union  with  Great  Britain, 
that  she  can,  in  this  dreadful  con vulsion^. 
of  the  world,  defen<l  her  soil,  protect  her 
people,  or  maintain  her  independence.'^ 
—Such  are  lord  GrenviHe's  recorded  sen* 
limems,  and  if  they  were  calculated  t» 
give  oflence  to  the  Catholics  of  Ireland, 
why  was  he  again  selected  to  move  the 
Petit  ion,  afterwards  presented  by  Ihe  earl 
of  DoBoughmore  ?  The  Cafeholies  of  ire* 
land  could  not  be  ignorant  of  his  senti* 
meats. 
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coonlrv  mmnt  are  provided,  and  care  is 
taken,  Doih  by  tboee  who  have  a  risht  lo 
present,  and  by  ibe  holy  See  beieelf,  ibat 
no.penon  obnocioaslo  tbe  tovereign  shall 
be.  raised  to  the  prelacy  within  his  domi- 
nions. Tbe  sovereigns  of  Russia  and 
Phiisia  will  be  fonnd  to  have  eaurdsed  a 
power  in  ibis  respect,  which  far  exceeds 
that  which  the  Irish  prelates  have  ofiered 
to  his  Majesty,  and  accordingly  these  so* 
▼ereigttfl  have  each  of  them  an  accredited 
agent  at  Rome,  chiefly  for  tbe  exercise  of 
this  power.  Tbe  King  himself  enjoys  it, 
with  tbe  consent  of  Rome,  In  the  province 
of  Canada ;  the  bishop  of  Qaebec  not  be- 
ing allowed  so  moch  as  to  chose  bis  co*ad- 
hsior,  until  the  latter  has  been  approved 
by  the  civil  governor ; — Foorihly,  Wbat*> 
ever  outcries  of  tbe  church  being  in  danger 
may  have  been  raised  by  ignorant  or  vio* 
lent  Catholics  in  Ireland,  1  challenge  any 
learned  divine,  or  other  writer,  to  shew 
that  the  allowance  io  government  of  an 
•xclasive  power  in  presentmg  to  Catholic 
prelacies,  if  confined  to  three  times,  and 
accompttnicd  each  time  with  tbe  avowal 
of  «  welUgroond^  suspicion  of  the  candi- 
date's loyally,  contains  any  thing  either 
unlaw  ful  to  itself  or  dangerous  to  tbe 
church." 

The  learned  prelate  then  proceeds  to 
assign  the  grounds  of  his  opinion,  and 
afterward^  deprecates  the  outcry,  that  tbe 
rites  of  their  church  were  about  to  be  sur- 
rendered, and  tbe  King's  ecclesiastical 
supremacy  over  it  acknowledged.  "  But 
since  this  opinion"  (he  continues)  '*  is 
Ibuoded  in  tbe  grossest  error,  nothing  is 
so  easy  as  to  dissipate  it,  by  expcMing  the 
true  sute  of  facts  in  opposition  to  news- 
paper fiftWhoods,  and  by  explainif»g  in  its 
several  parts,  tbe  true  system  of  canonical* 
elections.** 

I>r.  Milner  then  proceeds  thus:  — 
**  Shouiti  the  prelates  recede  Irom  the  Re- 
solutions which  they  entered  into  at  Dub- 
lin, in  1799, 1  hope  they  will  be  >  able  to 
vindicate  their  proceedings  and  character, 
against  the  numerous  and  able  opponents 
of  each  ctmimuiiion,  wlio  will  not  fail  to 
attack  I  hem  on  tbe  subject,  and  harass 
them  for  many  years  to  come.  I  hope 
they  will  provide  answers,  and  such  an- 
aw«rrs  as  may  be  defended  against  men  of 
talents,  to  tbe  following  questions,  which 
will  ini*e«samly  be  pot  to  them,  as.tbry 
have  in  p  *rt  bpen  already  frequently  put 
to  me.  Tbe  bead  of  the  church  has  al- 
lowed a  direct  interference  and  power  in 
the  appmatmeftt  of  bishopa  throughout 


tbe  greater  part  of  the  Christian  cenlinentj 
to  a  man  wb^  has  apostatised  to  Mabo* 
metanism ;  and  shall  it  be  deemed  un« 
lawful  for  our  Monarch  to  interfere  m 
this  business  just  so  far  as  it  is  necessary 
to  ascertain  the  loyalty  of  men  wlio  are  to 
possess  such  great  influence  over  his  sub- 
jects ?«-*Tbe  schismatical  sovereign  of 
Russia,  and  tbe  heretical  king  of  Prussia, 
have  alwaj^s  been  consulted  in  the  choice 
of  Catholic  prelates,  for  the  vacancies 
within  t)»eir  respective  dominions  ;  what 
then  binders  the  sovereign  of  the  united 
kingdom  from  enjoying  the  same  pHvi« 
lege  ?  He  actually  possesses  it  now  in  hia 
American  dominions ;  is  that  unlawful  in 
Ireland,  which  is  lawful  in  T^mada }  But 
you  have  already  declared,  alter  three 
days  solemn  deliberation  on  the  subject, 
that  such  interference  of  government  m 
tbe  appointment  of  prelateo,  as  may  ena« 
ble  it  to  be  satiifled  of  tbe  loyalty  of  tbe 
person  lo  be  appointed,  is  just,  and  ought 
to  be  agreed  to  ;  and  that,  therefore,  thi| 
candidate  elected  is  to  be  presented  to  go* 
vernment,  and  that,  if  government  baa 
any  proper  objection  against  him,  the 
president  will  convene  the  electors,  and 
proceed  to  the  election  of  another  candi- 
date/'—" Such  were  your  decisions  de- 
livered to  government  nine  years  ego^ 
and  which  nave  remained  with  it  ever 
since,  to  be  acted  upon  vkbenevcr  circuni«» 
stances  should  permit.  Do  you  break 
feith  with  it  ?  Or,  is  that  become  (blie 
and  uclawful  now,  which  was  true,  and 
lawful  then  ^  Li  a  word,  will  you  reject 
these  resolutions  (for  the  purpose  of  quiet- 
ing the  alarms  oi  the  nation,  and  promote 
ing  the  emancipation),  which  you  hereto* 
fore  voluntarily  made  in  order  to  obtain  e 
prpvismii  for  yourselves  ? 

'*'  Such  are  the  objections,  in  part,  (sari 
Dr.  Milner)  which  1  am  «»)nfi(lent  wili  be 
thus  held  out  against  the  prelates  on  every 
side,  should  they  retract  their  decisions* 
It  is  wise.  Sir.  to  anticipate  mischief  of 
every  kind,  in  order  to  guard  against  it« 
If,  en  the  other  hand,  the  prelates  should 
abide  by  what  they  have  solemnly  re- 
solved upon,  they  will  have  nothii»g  more 
to  tk)  (ban  what  is  perfectly  within  their 
sphere,  and  what  is  comparatively  easy 
to  be  done ;  namely,  to  enlighten  iheir 
people,  and  shew  them  how  grossly  they 
have  been  imposed  upon,  both  as  to  fiictf 
and  reasoning/' 

Such  were  Dr.  Milner's  sentimenta» 
expressed  in  the  month  of  August,  1809. 
On  the  14th  of  iiaptembor  li»Uowing,  the 
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conv^ttioD  ^  the  prelates  was  held  in 
Dublin,  and  in  that  assembly  they  re- 
soWedt  "  That  it  is  the  decided  opinion 
of  the  Roman  Catholic  prelates  of  Ire- 
land, that  it  is  inexpedient  to  introdace 
mny  alteration  of  the  canonical  mode  hi- 
therto observed  in  the  nomination  of  the 
Koman  Catholic  bishops/'  &c.  Soon  af- 
terwards. Dr.  0'Reilly»  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholic primate  of  Ireland,  in  answer  to  the 
enquiries  of  lord  Southwell,  and  sir  Edw, 
Beflew,  says,  "  I  think  and  am  certain 
that,  in  forming  their  resolutions,  the  pre- 
lates did  not  mean  to  decide,  that  the  ad- 
mission of  a.TCto  or  negative  on  the  part 
of  the  crown,  with  the  consent  of  the 
Holy  See,  in  the  election  of  Roman  Ca- 
tholic bishops,  would  be  contrary  to  the 
doctrine  of  the  Roman  Catholic  church, 
or  to  any  practice  or  usage  essentia^ 
end  indispensably  connected  with  the 
Itoman  Catholic  religion.'^  The  primate 
proceeds  to  avow  his  opinion,  "  that  the 
objection  raised  against  the  negative  is  of 
a  temporary  nature  resulting  from  exist- 
ing .circumstances,  though  many  persons 
suppose  it  to  ariae  from  the  nature  of  the 
measure,  thus  giving  to  the  resolution  of 
the  bishops  of  1808,  a  meaning  which 
(he  savs}  it  does  not  deserve." 

Such  is- the  construction  placed  on  the 
Teto  by  the  Roman  Catholic  primate  of 
Ireland,  and  by  (he  accredited  agent  of 
the  Irish  Catholic  prelacy.''* 
^>  I  III  I        I 

*  After  ihe  debates  in  1805,  when  Mr. 
Fox  moved  to  go  into  a  commitiee  on  the 
Catholic  petition,  sir  J.  H.  circulated  a 
large  impression  of  what  was  intitled 
'*  The  Substance  of  additional  Observa- 
tions, &c."  and  copies  were  transmitted 
to  Dr.  Troy,  for  distribution  to  the  Roman 
Catholic  prelates  of  Ireland,  in  order  that 
they  might  be  fully  aprised  of  the  mea- 
sures that  sir  J.  H.  had  conceived  it  to  be 
his  duty  to  recommend  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  King's  ministers,  antecedent 
to  the  Union.  I^ir  J.  H.  received  many 
applications,  particularly  from  two  dis- 
tinguished Roman  Catholic  prelates  in 
Ireland,  as  well  as  from  others  in  England, 
to  reprint  a  larce  edition  of  the  pamphlet, 
for  circulaiion  in  Ireland  ;  and  a  gentle- 
man, who  lias  since  that  period  particu- 
larly distinguished  himself  by  his  oppo- 
sition to  the  ne^tive  of  the  crown,  then 
united  with  the  Roman  Catholic  bishops  in 
urging  the  re- publication  of  the  pamphlet, 
as  the  "  wish  of  all  those  who  bad  read 
it.'*'       This  pamphlet  advert^   to   the 


It  is  of  tome  interest  to  oMMidcr  the 
view  taken  of  this  proposed  measure,  btr 
the  see  of  Rome  itself.  Dr.  Milner  telie 
us,  in  the  same  Letter  to  a  Parish  Priest, 
that  another  ground  of  his  opinion  in  fa« 
vour  of  the  proposed  veto,  was>.  "  the  im« 
plied  consent  of  the  sacred  congregation 
of  the  Propaganda,  adding,  "  I  shall  take 
care  that  the  original  note  of  the  sacred 
congregation  here  alluded  to,  and  which 
was  addressed  to  me  in  answer  to  my  en« 
quiries,  be  laid  before  your  assembled 
prelates."  It  is  certain,  that  Dr.  Milner 
did  lay  that  note  before  the  prelates  as- 
sembled in  I  BOS  ;  it  is  certain,  also,  that 
they  approved  the  whole  of  his  conduct 
respecting  his  transactions  here,  as  the 
assembly  pSUsed  an  unanimous  vote  of 
thanks  in  his  favour,  requesting  him.ta 
■  ■   ■■         .         ^ 

mode  of  appointing  Roman  Catholic  bi« 
shops  in  Ireland  ;  stated  the  practice,  ob« 
taining  in  the  United  Provinces,  upon  the 
authority  of  the  cardinal  secretary  of  the 
Propoganda,-»namely,  that  all  Catholic 
priests,  or  cures,  were  presented  by  the 
arch-priest  to  the  civil  ma^istrat^,  fomretre 
avaues  camme  Curet,  (as,  in  ihe  United 
Provinces,  there  were  no  Roman  Catholic 
bishops.)  Sir  J.  H.  proceeded  to  object 
to  the  nomination  of  the  Irish  Catholic  bi* 
shops  by  the  crown,  which  had  been  sug- 
gested by  an  Irish  county  member,  in  the 
course  of  the  debate  of  1805,  and  quoted 
the  letter  of  Mr.  Burke  to  lord  Kenmare 
in  support  of  his  objection  to  all  power  of 
nomination,  adding,  "  that  the  whole- 
some end  which  the  learned  gentleman 
had  in  view,  might  easily  be  attained  by- 
another  regulation.''  He  then  stated, 
"  that,  among  the  various  regulations  sog* 
gested  to  government,  at  that  period  was 
one,  providing  that,  in  future,  ail  lists  of 
persons  recommended  to  fill  vacant  sees^ 
or  deaneries,  previous  to  their  transmis- 
sion to  Rome, should  be  communicated  to 
his  Majesty's  ministers. "-^He  then  ad« 
verted  to  various  other  regulations,  con- 
cluding, "  that  such  regulations  could  not 
be  considered,  even  at  Kome,  as  incompa- 
tible  with  the  acknowledgment  of  a  spi- 
ritual supremacy."  In  fact,  that  sug- 
gestion was  in  conformity  to  the  practice 
in  nearly  all  the  states  of  Europe,  Catlio- 
lie,  Greek,  or  Protestant;  but  the  autho- 
rity cited  by  Dr.  Milner  on  this  head,  in 
reference  to  the  opinion  of  the  see  of 
Rome,  is  decisive. 

Vide  sir  J.  H.'s  "  Substance  of  addi- 
tional Observations."    Faulderj  1800. 
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contiime  to  act  as  their  agent  in  London. 
I>r.  Milner  has  avowed  that  cardinal 
^Borgia*  then  prefect  of  tbtet  congregation, 
which  soperintendt  the  Roman  Catholic 
clergy  of  this  United  Kingdom,  had  de- 
clared to  him,  "  that,  though,  Benedict 
XIV*  bad  refuted  <*  to  enter  into  a  con- 
cordat with  the  king  of  Prussia,  it  being 
without  example,  for  an  uncatbolic  king 
to  choose,  even  among  grand  vicars,  ap- 
pointed by  the  prelates ;  there  was  less 
difficulty  about  a  pure  negative,  provided 
there  were  due  precautions  to  prevent  its 
« becoming,  in  fact,  a  positive  power." 

The  cardinal  might,  with  troth,  have 
added,  that,  in  later  times,  the  appoint- 
ment of  Roman  catholic  bishops,  by  an 
uncatholic  sovereign,  was  not  without  ex- 
ample. Dr.  Milner  cites  the  examples 
himself,  in  the  instances  of  Russia  and 
Prussia,  and  brings  it  home  to  Canada. 

Sir  J.  H.  observed,  that  when  he  was 
himself  last  at  Rome,  in  1794,  the  car- 
dinal prefect  of  the  Propaganda,  shewed 
to  him  the  correspondence  of  Monsignor, 
now  Cardinal,  Erskine.  who  had  been 
desired  by  his  Majesty's  ministers  to  pro- 
core  from  the  see  of  Rome  the  necessary 
faculties  of  institution  in  favour  of  the 
bishop  of  Comminges,  who  was  named, 
by  the  king,  to  the  bishopric  of  St.  Do- 
mingo :— the  requisition  was  acceded  to ; 
but,  soon  after,  another  requisition  was 
made  to  the  see  of  Rome,  to  suspend  the 
faculties,  in  consequence  of  a  change  of 
intention  with  respect  to  the  individual, 
and  this  was  also  acceded  to. 

Previous  to  this  period,  sir  J.  H.  had 
been  in  very  intimate  comrotmication 
with  the  ministers  of  the  late  sovereign 
pontiff,  whose  favourable  disposition  to- 
wards this  country  had  been  particularly 
marked ;  and  he  considered  himself  suf* 
ficently  authorised,  from  such  commoni- 
cation,  to  addren  his  Majesty's  then 
ministers,  and  intimate  that  there  was  no 
difficulty  about  making  the  appointments 
of  the  Roman  Catholic  prelates  subject  to 
the  approval  of  the  king;  and  further, 
that  the  see  of  Rome  was  ready  to  recede 
from  the  nomination  of  apostolic  vicars,  in 
whom,  at  present,  was  vested  the  ecclesi- 
astical government  of  the  Catholics  of  Great 
Britain ;  aud  thus  to  liberate  his  Majesty's 
Catholic  subjects  from  all  vicarial  or  de- 
legated power  *  ;— ^though,  by  a  strange 

.^ . _* 

*  The  distinction  between  the  appoint- 
ments of  the  Irish  Roman  Catholic  bishops 
ordinary  and  tha    English  and  Scotch 
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misapprehension  it  had  happened,  that  a 
noble  friend  of  his  bad  pronouqced  the 
eulogy  of  the  present  vicarial  delesatioo 
in  opposition  to  the  constitution  of  ordinary 
bishops. ' 

On  this  head  of  the  proposed  veto,  sir 
J.  H.  observed,  that,  he  would  only  refer 
to  a  sketch  which  he  had  himself  drawn 
up  on  the  basis  of  the  resolutions  of  ^ba 
Irish  Catholic  prelates  of  1790,  and  com* 
municated  con6dently  to  several  emi« 
nent  persons  of  the  Roman  Catholic  com- 
munion, both  ecclesiastics  and  laymen^ 
from  whom  it  had  received  ad  unqualified 
approbation.  Afterwards  it  had  been 
transmitted  as  a  sketch,  still  *  open  u> 
correction,  to  the  Roman  Catholic  arch- 
bishop of  Dublin,  who,  in  consequence  of 
much  clamour  excited  by  the  report  of 
a  bill  of  restriction  being  s^out  to  be 
moved  in  parliament,  of  which  a  copy  had 
been  sent  to  the  archbishop,  tnougbt 
proper  to  transmit  the  sketch,  thus  com- 
municated to  him,  to  the  general  commit* 
tee  in  Dublin.  Sir  J.  H.  proceeded  to  state 
the  alterations  he  had  suggested  in  that 
sketch,  from^he  original  regulations  pro- 
posed by  the  Catholic  bishops  in  1799  9 
which  olterations  were  wholly  on  the  side 
of  the  Catholic,  although  the  security^ 
given  to  the  crown  was  equally  substan- 
tial *• 

Sir  J.  H.  then  referred  to  various  or- 
dinances and  practices,  principally  regu- 
lating the  communications  with  the  see  of 
Rome,  in  foreign  States,  whether  Catholic 
or  non-Catholic.     These  were, 

1.  An  edict  of  the  empress  Catharine  II. 
dated  January  17th,  1782,  erecting  the 
see  of  Mohilow  into  an  archbishopric  of 
the  Roman  communion;  reserving  the 
nominations  of  the   archbishop  and  his 

apostolic  vicars,  is  treated  at  large,  in 
sir  J.  H.'s  *'  Substance  of  additional  Ob« 
servations."  Faulder;   I80(). 

*  As  Mr.  C.  Keogh  has  published  this 
sketch  of  sir  J.  H.  in  a  recent  pamphlet, 
with  some  strictures,  the  sketch  is  givea 
at  length  in  the  Appendix,  (No.  V.)  Mr* 
Keogh  expresses  himself  equally  adverse 
to  the  proposal  of  the  bishops,  which  he 
deprecates  with  great  severity.  He  re- 
commends also  the  very  singular  measure 
of  a  popular  veto  upon  the  appointment 
of  the  Roman  Catholic  bishops:  "  By 
vesting  a  controlling  power  of^  assent  or 
negative  on  the  acts  of  convention,  in  the 
people  at  large,  who  might  be  simul- 
taneously polled  in  all  the  parishes.'' 
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afld  lic«iice  m  choie  iMta- 
a  t^  Anttrwn  domiiiionft.  ,  The 
«p«ff«  direcied  to  aotify  nil  «Hniin»- 
iW  govcffiwircit  in  erder  to  obtain 
;  lo  oofmiMifikate  their  triennial 
••  i^v«nMiieni  before  ibeir  trans* 

^'^JA  lo  BOCDC,  &c.  &c. 

*•  ^Jlie  kingdom  of  Naples  the'Ex- 

W9%  alaoe^tablished  from  a 

ir^  fioriod,  wiiboot  which  n*  buHf , 

or  rv«cript«  from  the  bee  of  Home 

h»t«  corrency.     In  the  history  of 

-  Fi-Miiiir    Re^m,  in  the    Istoria 

•*«fe  of  PWiro   Giaaone,  he  cites  the 

of  the  exercise  of  this 
tsi  IVNtOffaly  France^  Ptanders, 
ySicily,  YoAice,  Florence,  &c. 
I-  k  the  VcoetiBn  8latei,  regnlalioBs 
riled  in  1754,  with  respect  4o 
from  the  See  of  Rome,  sub- 
to  ^ke  Exefutthit* 
i«  by  a  decree  of  Charles  3, 
^*t\^dl  tella  mmI  rescripts  wfaaterer  were 
to  be  anbioilted  to  the  King  in 
•  obtMB  the  Regim  Exe^aatar, 
«■  9m%  pvjedice  night  rssaU  from  their 
i,  ettber  to  the  toncordatum,  to 
c««mnst  or  trancfuiility  of  the 
excepting  from  this  presenta- 
««  «Bl<f  tbe  brieft  of  the  penitentiary  of 
e>  bainwl  Fervn.  The  Inquisitor  6ene- 
^  v»  «1jo  ditected  not  to  publish  any 
^  '  bisll  or  briof,  unlets  it  were  first 
to  the  King :  end  it  was  or- 
no  book  or  paper  should  be 
by  the  Inqnisitor  General,  or 
~  of  the  inquisition,  before 
^e  of  those  concerned  in  the 
m  sbonM  bmre  been  heard. 
X  Jm  Fronoe,  under  tbe  old  Regime, 
to  the  bishoprics  and  bene- 
eecured  to  the  crown,  by  the 
between  Francis  the  first  and 
^  ftt  temftb.  The  priirlieges  of  the  an- 
Cnifinn  chnrch*  erer  watchfiil  and 
m  of  tbe  enaroachroenta  of  Rome, 
principally*  npoB  two  maxims : 
tbe  pope  has  no  authority  to 
Iccferc  in  an^  thing  whether 
fafticolar,  which  concerns -the 
of  tbe  kingdom.  Secondly, 
■jsbiiianJiMg  tbt  pope's  snpro- 
adoMwled^ed  in  caaes  purely 
yea  ni  ether  respecto  his  power 
t  isnad  by  <bc  decrees  of  the  ancient< 
ef  tnen»lin« 
b  l4l$Sm  ibe  Mtprerae  council  of  Pro- 
tfant  *«  no  letters  coming 
jpMicttQBS,  tboogh  onlyre^ 
iboeld  be  esecQted 
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withoet  the  Ratification  and 'regtstry-  ef 
tbe  court;"  and  this  practice  was  uns-* 
veieally  adopted  by  the  supreme  courts 
within  the  kinodom  with  a  relaxation  in 
favour  of  euch  cases  as  fell  within  the 
Forum  intemmn,  cases  of  conscience,  &c« 
—In  consequence  of  these  enactments^ 
every  bull,  brief,  faculty,  &c.  from  the 
See  of  Rome,  was  directed  to  be  presented* 
within  a  stated  time,  to  one  of  the  courta 
of  parliament,  where  it  was  examined,  lest 
ix  Mould  contain  any  thing  hostile  to  the 
privileges  of  the  Gailican  church,  or  tbe 
temporal  rights  of  the  crown :  if  not  ob<* 
jected  to,  it  was  circulated  of  conrae  as  a 
matter  of  mere  ecclesiastical  regulation. 

On  these  principles  the  Concordat  be* 
tweeti  Buonag^rte  and  Pius  VII,  was  regU«- 
lated;  and  otk  similar  principles  a  con- 
trolling authority  has  been  exercised,  at 
some  period  or  another,  in  almost  every 
state  io  Europe,  Catholic  as  well  as  Pro* 
testant,  with  respect  to  the  introduction  of 
rescripts  %f  the  See  of  Rome. 

bir  J.  H.  observed,  that  hb  right  hon« 
friend  had,  with  great  force,  pressed  upon 
the  attention  of  the  House,  his  considered 
tions  upon  the  subject,  as  applying  to 
foreign  interference.  The  Catholic  pre« 
kites  contend  they  haye  given  tne  highest 
security  that  subjects  can  d^ive,  by  taking 
the  oaths  of  allegiance.  It  is  admitted 
that  none  higher  can  be  given  by  an  indi*' 
vidual ;  but.  from  the  authorities  which 
have  been  cited,  it  appears  that  almost 
every  state  has  seen  reasons  for  adopting 
collateral  measures  of  precaution.  It  is 
not  the  Catholic  subject  against  whom  the 
state  seeks  to  legislate,  but  against  the  en- 
croacinnent  of  a  foreign  power,  not  slow 
in  devising  the  means,  nor  inactive  (al 
history  wul  show,  at  various  periods)  in 
carrying  them  into  efiect. 

Upon  a  former  occasion,  sir  J.  H.  ob^ 
served,  he  had  noted  how  inadequate  the 
existing  laws  were  to  proTide  against  any 
such  encroachment.  The  statute  of  the 
13th  of  £lis.  e.  tf,  constituted  what  has 
been  considered  as  the  only  barrier.  It 
enacted,  "  That  any  person  who  shall  get 
from  the  See  of  Rome^any  bull,  writing, 
or  instrument,  written  or  printed,  contain** 
fng  any  thing,  matter,  or  cause  whatever,'' 
shall  be  subject  to  the  penalties  of  high 
treason.  That  statute  remains  still  unre^ 
pealed  ;  yet  instruments  from  the  See  of 
Rmne  are,  in  various  cases,  essential  to  the 
exercise  of  the  Roman  Catholic  religion, 
which,  in  lord  Mansfield's  construction,  ii 
now  not  merely  tolerated,  but  protected 
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coadjotof  bishop;  assignin|^  revenoes  to 
the  see ;  declarmg*  the  archbishop  lo  be 
iBbjecc only  to  the  sovereign  and  the  senate; 

trohi biting  all  foreign  eceTesiastics  who 
ad  no  licence  from  the  crown  \  and  sub- 
jecting all  relieious  orders  to  the  arch- 
bisb«)p  independently  of  all  foreign  juris* 
diction.  This  publid  aet  also  confirms 
other  anterior  edicts,  which  prohibit  the 
introduction  of  alt  papal  balls  and  other 
reacripta  of  the  s^e  of  Home  without 
examination  of  the  senate,  test  they 
abould  contain  any  matter  injurious  to  the 
established  government.  Sir  J.  H.  added, 
that  a  noble  lord  had,  at  his  instance,  con- 
aulted  a  distinguished  foreign  diplomatic 
character,  respecting  the  authenticity  and 

g tactical  effect  of  this  edict ;  and  that  be 
ad  declared,  that  it  was  authentic,  and 
that  it  constituted  the  invar lable  regulation 
of  the  Roman  Catholic  establishments  in 
the  Russian  empire  ;  that  the  usual  facul- 
ties of  institution  were  obtained  from  the 
see  of  Rome,  and  the  Russian  goyernment 
have  an  agent  resident  at  Rome,  for  the 
expedition  of  the  usual  instruments  con- 
nected with  the  discipline  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  church. 

2.  That  the  nomia«Hion  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  bishopries  under  the  government 
of  Prussia,  since  the  annexation  of  Silesia, 
had  been  made  by  the  king,  who  also  has 
an  agent  residing  at  Rome,  for  the  expe- 
dition of  the  necessary  faculties.  Pro- 
fessors Busching  and  Thiebault,  in  their 
works,  recognise  this  appointment.  In 
the  Frederican  code,  there  is  no  regulation 
to  this  effect,  because  no  dominant  reli- 
gious establishment  obtaiifs  iu  the  Prussian 
state. 

3.  That,  in  Canada,  as  is  well  known, 
the  nomination  both  of  the  bishop  and  his 
coadjutor,  is  in  the  British  crown,  although 
the  measures  consequent  to  the  appoint- 
ments are  tranS'icted  with  the  see  of 
Rome,  without  the  ostenMbility  of  an  ac- 
tual nomination.  In  countries  since  con- 
quered, for  instance  St.  Domingo,  and 
others,  it  had  been  stated  that  the  nomi- 
naliun  of  the  crown  was  acceded  to  by  the 
seeofRome. 

4.  There  is  no  dominent  church  estab- 
liahmeni  in  the  states  of  America,  and  the 
see  of  Rome,  with  the  implied  assent  of 
the  government,  nominates  to  the  R.  C. 
episcopacy.  Six  new  biahops  had  been 
recently  appointed,  some  otthe  regular 
tad  some  of  the  secular  clergy— natives 
of  Ireland,  France,  and  other  nations 

5*  It  ii  well  known  that  the  omperor 


Joseph  i?.  made  matfy  afterationa  in  the 
exterior  discipline  of  the  church,  in  Aus- 
tria; these  regulations  had  all  the  force  of 
laws;  and  the  emperor  was  unqQesttona« 
biy  supported  by  the  ccHoperation  of  the 
heads  of  the  German  church,  though 
many  of  the  regulations  were  adverse  to 
the  see  of  Rome.* 

By  s  decree  of  she  SOth  of  March,  17M, 
recourse  to  Rome  was  prohibited  in  msny 
cases  which  before  were  admitted,  and  the 
introduction  of  all  bolls,  briefs,  and  other 
rescripts  of  the  see  of  Rome  were  subjected 
to  examination,  and  required  to  have  the 
royal  assent  (Exe^uaior  Re^wn)  before 
they  were  allowed  to  be  promulgated; 
and  to  this  regulation,  the  rescripts  of 
doctrine  in  many  instances,  as  well  as  those 
of  di^tipline,  were  equ'<i]|y  subjert.  All 
regulations  and  proceedings  from  foreign 
jurisdictions,  such  as  generals  of  orders, 
were  also  prohibited  ;  the  faculties  of  in- 
stittttion  to  bishoprics  were  to  be  examined 
before  they  were  carried  into  efit-ct :  an 
exception,  however,  was  made  in  favour 
of  the  Fortna  Innenmm,  in  matters  pfurely 
spiritual. 

6.  fn  Tuscany,  by  several  edicts  of 
Leopold  2,  between  the  years  1778  and 
1789,  reorulfttions  were  established  to  the 
same  effect,  respecting  rpscripts  from 
Rome.    These  were  subjected  to  the  same 

I  _  M  -     -     -  ■      •  II  I       J    J . |^_^^ 

*  The  late  'pope,  Pius  VI,  was  very 
adverse  to  these  alterations,  and  thought 
it  nrcessary  to  cotdc  in  person  to  Vienna, 
hoping  to  prevail  upon  the  emperor  to 
rescind  them.  At  the  conference  between 
these  illustriou«i  chtefi,  the  pope  having 
stated  his  ol^jerttons.  was  asked  by  Joseph^ 
whether  he  considered  the  measures  in 
question  as  matters  of  the  Catholic  faith, 
or  as  matters  of  regulation  ?— To  which 
he  answered,  that  he  considered  them  in 
the  latter  view ;  whereupon  the  emperor 
replied,  that  as  he  should  have  yielded 
to  the  pope's  spiritual  supremacy,  had 
they  been  matters  of  faith ;  so  he  must 
reserve  to  himself  the  exclusive  govem* 
ance  in  all  matters  which  regarded  the 
internal  regulation  of  his  dominions.  It 
is  known  that  the  pope  was  onnhle  to 
shake  Joseph  from  thi^  ground,  and  that 
he  soon  afler  quitted  Vienna,  re  vifcctd.''^ 
It  must  be  confessed  however,  that  Joseph 
was  not  candid  in  hi<<  conduct  towards  the 
pope,  for  he  certainty,  in  many  instances^ 
went  beyond  the  limits  within  which  he 
had  originally  declared  to  the  pope  that 
he  should  confine  himself. 
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csftOMiistion  md  licence  as  chote  eflta- 
Mishfid  m  the  Ai^trian  dominions.  ,  The 
biihops  were  directed  to  netify  Mi  erdin»* 
tioDt  to  the  govenment  in  order  to  obtain 
licence;  to  communicate  their  triennial 
reports  to  government  before  their  trans** 
mission  to  Rome,  &c.  &«. 

7.  In  the  kingdom  of  Naples  the^Kx- 
eqnator  Reginm  wa^:  aisoestablishetlfrema 
^tery  early  period,  wiihout  which  ne  baHs« 
briefor  or  rcscripu  lirora  the  bee  of  Heme 
could  have  currency.  In  the  history  of 
the  Excmiator  Regiuro,  in  the  Istoria 
Ciffle  of  Pietro  Gtanone»  he  cites  the 
▼arioas  instances  of  the  exercise  of  this 

grerogative  in  Portoe^l,  France>  Flanders, 
[iiao,Sa?oy,  Sicily » Venice,  Florence,  &c. 
•  8.  In  the  Venetian  Slates,  re^latiens 
were  established  in  1754,  with  respect  lo 
aU  rescripts  from  the  6ee  of  Rome,  sub- 
jectioff  them  lo  the  Exequatur* 

4^,  In  Spain,  by  a  decree  of  Charles  3, 
170 1^  aH  bulls  and  rescripts  whatever  were 
directed  to  be  sobmitted  to  the  King  in 
offder  to  obuin  the  Regiam  Exequatur^ 
lest  any  prejudice  might  nssaU  fsom  their 
publication,  either  to  the  toneordatum,  to 
the  laws,  customs,  or  tranquillity  of  the 
kiugdomi  excepting  from  this  presenta- 
tion only  the  briefii  of  the  penitentiary  of 
the  Iiiteinal  Perum.  The  Inquisitor  Oene- 
fal  was  also  directed  net  to  publish  any 
pontifical  bull  or  brief,  unless  it  were  first 
tranemttced  Co  the  King :  and  it  was  or- 
dered that  no  book  or  paper  should  be 
condemned  by  the  Inquisitor  General,  or 
by  the  tribooal  of  the  inquisition*  before 
the  defence  of  those  concerned  in  the 
Mune  should  have  been  heard. 

10*'  In  France,  under  the  old  Regime, 
the  nomination  to  the  bishoprics  and  bene- 
fices was  secured  to  the  crown,  by  the 
concordat  between  Francis  the  first  and 
<Leo  the  tenth.  The  privileges  of  the  an- 
cient Gallican  chiirofa«  ever  watchful  and 
jealous  of  the  encroachments  of  Rome, 
4lepended  principally* upon  two  maxims: 
<^first»  that  the  pope  has  no  authority  to 
order  or  interfere  in  any  thing  whether 
l^nerai  or  particular*  which  concerns -the 
civil  rights  of  the  kinedom.  Secondly, 
that  notwithstanding  &e  pope's  supre- 
macy is  acknowledged  in  cases  purely 
spiritual,  yet  in  ether  respecu  his  power 
is  limited  bv  the  decrees  of  the  ancient 
ceuneils  of  the  realm. 

In  J482»  the  supreme  council  of  Pro- 
Tenoe  enacted*  that  "  no  letters  coming 
from  fi>refgn  jorisdietioBs*  though  onlyre- 
taliog  to  ipirstaaisj  should  be  eteeuted 
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the  i^tificatiun  and* registry  «£ 
the  court  ;*'  and  this  practice  was  uu-< 
renal  ly  adopted  by  the  supreme  couria 
wishtn  the  kingdom  with  a  relaxation  in 
favour  of  such  cases  as  fell  within  the 
Forum  iotemum,  cases  of  conscience*  &c« 
— In  consequence  of  these  enactmentsj 
erery  bull*  brief*  faculty*  &c.  from  the 
Siiee  of  Rome,  was  directed  to  be  presented* 
within  a  stated  time*  to  one  of  the  courts 
of  parliament*  where  it  was  examined*  lest 
it  should  contain  any  thing  hostile  lo  tlie 
prif  ileges  of  the  Gallican  church*  or  the 
temporal  rights  of  the  crown :  if  not  ob-* 
jected  to*  it  was  circulated  of  coune  as  a 
matter  of  mere  ecclesiastical  regulation. 

On  these  principles  the  Concordat  be<* 
tween  Buonag^e  and  Pius  VII*  was  regil* 
lated ;  and  on  similar  principles  a  con- 
trolling authority  has  been  exercised,  at 
some  period  or  another*  in  almost  every 
state  in  Europe,  Catholic  as  well  as  Pro^ 
leslant*  with  respect  to  the  introduction  of 
rescripts  af  the  See  of  Rome* 

6ir  J.  H.  observed,  that  his  right  hon. 
friend  had,  with  great  force*  pressed  upod 
the  attention  of  the  House*  his  considera* 
tions  upon  the  subject^  as  applying  to 
foreign  interference.  The  CatboUc  pre« 
ktes  contend  they  have  given  the  highest 
security  that  subjects  can  give,  by  taking 
the  oaths  of  allegiance.  It  is  admitted 
that  none  higher  can  be  given  by  an  iodi* 
vidual ;  but.  from  the  authorities  which 
have  been  cited*  it  appears  that  almost 
every  state  baa  seen  reasons  for  adoptinp; 
collateral  measures  of  precaution.  It  w 
not  the  Catholic  subject  against  whom  the 
state  seeks  to  legislate*  but  against  the  en- 
crosciiment  of  a  foreign  power*  not  slow 
in  devising  the  means*  nor  inactive  (al 
history  wul  show*  at  ▼arious  periods)  ill 
carrying  them  into  eflbct. 

Upon  a  former  occasion*  sir  J.  H.  ob^ 
served*  he  had  noted  how  inadequate  the 
existing  laws  were  to  povide  against  any 
such  encroachment.  The  statute  of  the 
13th  of  Bits.  c.  2*  constituted  what  has 
been  considered  as  the  only  barrier.  It 
enacted*  "  That  any  person  who  shall  get 
from  the  See  of  Rome  •any  bull*  writing* 
or  instrument,  written  or  printed*  contain- 
mg  any  thing,  matter*  or  cause  whatever*" 
shall  be  subject  to  the  penalties  of  high 
treason.  That  statute  remains  still  unre^ 
pealed  ;  yet  instrumento  from  the  See  of 
Rome  are,  in  various  cases*  essential  to  the 
exercise  of  the  Roman  Cstholic  religion, 
which*  in  lord  Mansfield's  construction*  ia 
now  not  merely  tolerated,  but  protected 
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and  established  by  law.  Tbe  reiuU  is, 
that  the  act  is,  and  mast  be  continaally 
violated.  The  provisions,  in  any  case, 
are  too  sanguinary  to  be  enforced  in  the 
present  times. — Whereas,  if  institutions, 
similar  to  these  which  have  been  establish- 
ed by  the  wise  policy  of  other  states,  were 
introduced  here,  in  the  place  of  the  inef- 
fectual gu^rd  of  the  statute  of  £liz.  we 
should  obtain  rational  and  practical  se- 
curity from  eventual  encroachment,  in 
the  place  of  a  sweeping  prohibition,  which 
defeats  it^lf  hy  its  absurd  severity.  But 
it  will  be  said'-^Why  this  solicitude,  at 
this  hour?  Where  now  is  Rome?  The 
answer  may  be  made  in  the  words  of  a 
Roman  proverb — **  Ubi  Papa,  ibi  Roma !" 
The  Roman  Catholio  prelates  of  Ireland, 
loyal  and  vigilant,  were  not  insensible  to 
the  possibility  of  such  a  danger,  bo  late 
as  in  the  year  1794,  an  alien  bishop  was 
fent  to  Ireland,  upon  a  private  mission 
from  Rome,  and  his  mission  was  remon- 
strated against  by  a  late  Romans  Catholic 
metropolitan  prelate.  It  was  not  con- 
tended that  tne  purpose  of  the  mission 
had  an  injurious  tendency,  further  than 
as  it  was  coupled  with  an  assumption  of 
power  wh(ch  might  be  occasionally  exer- 
cised to  a  mischievous  end.  We  know 
too  that  a  Roman  Catholic  metropolitan 
had  expressed  his  apprehensions  to  the 
See  of  Rome,  lest  cardinal  Erskine,  then 
in  London,  should  appear  in  Ireland, 
which  might  be  interpreted,  by  the  ad- 
versaries of  the  Catholics,  as  a  mission  to 
dispense  with  the  newly  enacted  oath  of 
allegiance.  At  that  period,  it  is  certain 
that  the  conduct  of  the  reigning  Pontiff 
was  marked  by  the  strongest  acts  of 
friendly  attention  to  his  AJi^esty's  govern- 
ment, as  the  various  briefs  emanating  from 
Rome  will  abundantly  prove ;  but  had  it 
been  otherwise,  there  existed  no  barrier 
•gainst  encroachment,  in  Ireland*,  but 
what  was  to  be  found  in  the  loyalty  of  our 
Catholic  fellow  subjects  f. 

*  The  statute  13th  £liz«  does  not  ex- 
tend to  Ireland. 

i"  This  subject  is  treated  at  some  length 
m  sir  J.  H.'s  pamphlet, "  The  Substance  of 
Additional  Observations,  1806.'^  Mr. 
Pitt  also  evidently  refers  to  such  restric- 
tions, in  his  speech  on  Mr.  Fox's  motion 
1795 ;  those  measures  were  concerted  be- 
4ween  Mr.  Pitt  and  lord  Grenville;  and 
the  known  fact  affords  also  a  refutation  of 
the  assertion  that  lord  Grenville  was 
l^ledged  to  support  the  claims  of  the  Ca- 


If  the  prejudices  of  the  public  hmveb^en 
rather  increased  than  allayed,  by  the  ap* 
peals  of  the  Catholics  themselves,  on  th* 
subject  of  the  negative  power  of  the  crown, 
the  efforts  of  thinr  old  opponents  have  not 
in  the  mean  time  relaxed,  but  have  there- 
by been  augmented. 

Sir  J.  H.  could  not  but  refer  witlv  great 
pain  to  a  discourse  pronounced  in  the  ca- 
thedral church  of  St.  Paul,  by  a  now 
right  reverend  prelate,  and  published, 
*'  Jussu  Reverendissimi.''  It  is  entitled  : 
Concio  apud  Svnodum  Cantuariensem, 
JEAe  Paulina  Habita— IX  Kal.  Julii  1 897. 
In  which  is  found  the  following  passage : 

*'  Venim  dum  illi  omnes  qui  extra  sue 
Ecclesiae  terminus  sunt,  tanquam  hsere-; 
ticos,  suppliciisque  deditos  sempiteinis 
habeant ;  dum  universum  sibi  vel  m  ipsoa 
Kcges  imperium  arrogent;  dum  pfluam 
profiteantur  nuUam  fidem  cum  hsoreticb 
servandam  esse  ;  dum  h«c,  inquam,  talia 
portenta  ab  illo  Antichristo  et  profli|xisse 
et  adhuc  profluere  videmus,  quanta  peri* 
cula  in  nos  ingruere  arbitramini,  si  in  im« 
perii  societatem  uUam  asciscerentur!  Luc* 
iuosissima  ilia  quse  majores  nostri  perpessi 
sunt,  hac  ips&  origine  enata,  altius  animis 
nostris  hsrent  inhxa  qudm  ut  uUo  te|a- 
poris  intervallo  possint  deleri.  Ne  dicant 
se  miliores  esse  hodie,  justiores,  huma* 
niores;  non  jam  esse  quales  eos  fuisse 
nostri  memorant.  QuamdiuenimTriden- 
tina  ilia  invalescat  confessio*,  quamdiu 
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tholics  without  restriction.  Mr.  Pitt,  oa 
the  debate  on  the  25th  of  March  1805,  ob- 
served :  '*  I  thought  that  such  concessions 
to  his  Majesty's  Roman  Catholic  subjects, 
might  have  been  granted,  by  an  united 
parliament  under  such,  guards  and'  se* 
curities  for  our  civil  and  ecclesiastical 
constitution,  as  would  entirely  remove  the 
danger  which  oiaoy  apprehended  might 
arise  from  so  gi-eafra  departure  from  the 
policy  of  former  times,  as  would  render 
the  boon  safe  to  the  country,  effectual  to 
those  who  received,  innocent  to  those  by 
whom  it  was  conferred,  and  conducive  to 
the  strength,  unanimity,  and  prosperity  of 
the  empire.  Such  were  my  seatimoata 
formerly,  such  are  they  now;  if,  from  % 
concurrence  of  circumstances,  it  were  ex* 
pedient  now  to  grant  them;  and,  if  by  a 
wish,  I  could  carry  such  a  measure  into 
effect,  I  am  ready  to  confess  that  I  see  no 
rational  objection. — ^Debates,  1805. 

^  It  is  difficult  to  conceive  what  th« 
learned  prelate  has  in  view,  or  what  is  the 
precise  cause  of  the  alarm  exctled  id  hia 
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ilhi  agendi,  wntiendique  norma,  ad  qaani 
omnia  exigant,  in  integro  sit,  tamdin  illos 
tanquant  omnis  hamani  pariter,  divinique 

mind  by  this  "  Tridentina  confes-^io/*  un- 
less he  alludes  to  the  creed  or  profession  of 
laith  of  Pius  IV,  founded  upon  the  council 
of  Trent,  which  solemnly  promises  obe- 
dience to  the  Pope—-"  veram  obedientiam 
spondeo  et  juro."  Catholics  have  ever 
disclaimed  that  they  are*  bound  to  it  be- 
yond spiritual  matters :— they  haye  sworn 
allesiance  in  temporal  or  civil  matters  to 
Che  king;  and  when  it  was  represented 
to  the  late  P6pe  Pius  VI.  (in  1791}  by  the 
Roman  Catholic  archbishops,  that  a  mis- 
construction of  the  pontifical  oath  had  ex- 
cited some  discontent  in  Ireland ;  the 
pope,  by  a  rescript  dated  23d  June,  I79f , 
grants  permission  to  substitute  an  oaih  si- 
milar to  that  taken  by  the  archbishop  of 
Mohilow,  omitting  the  words  "  Hsereticos 
persequar  et  impugnabo/'  and  concluding 

ill 


et 


with  these  words—''  I  will  observe  a( 
these  things  the  more  inviolably,  as  I  am 
firmly  convinced  that  there  is  nothing 
contained  in  them,  which  can  be  con- 
trary to  the  fidelity  I  owe  to  his  most 
serene  king  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
and  to  bis  successors  to  the  throne;  so 
help  me  God,  and  those  Holy  Gospels  of 
God :  this  I  promise  and  ensage/^  Such 
are  the  ivords  substituted  by  the  Pope 
Pius  VI. 

Very  different  are  the  sentiments  of 
another  right  rer.  prelate.  I1ie  following 
advertisement  is  prefixed  to  a  charge  of 
the  lord  bishop  of  Llflndaff*  deliverra  to 
his  cKerff V  in  June  1  (105,  soon  afler  lorrl 
Grenville's  motion  in  parliament,  and  pub- 
lished, for  the  first  time,  on  the  1st  of  June 
]  808 ;  three  da3rs  after  the  second  motion 
of  lord  Grenville : — "  A  numerous  and 
respectable  part  of  the  clergy  of  my 
diocese  requested  me,  at  the  time  it  was  de- 
livered, to  publish  the  charge  noW  submit- 
ted to  the  world.  I  excused  myself  from 
complying  with  their  request,  because  I 
considered  the  Catholic  question  to  have 
been  then  settled,  at  least  for  a  time ;  and 
I  wtn  unwilling  to  revive  the  discussion  of 
a  subject,  on  which  I  had  the  misfortune 
to  differ  in  opinion  from  a  majority  in  each 
boose  of  parliament.  I  bare  still  that 
misfortune — but  looking  upon  the  situa- 
tion of  the  empire  fo  be  abundantly  more 
basardous  now,  than  it  ixas  three  years 
ago,  1  hare  thought  it  a  duty  to  declare 
publicly,  my  approbation  of  a  measure, 
calculated^  I  sincerely  believe,  above  all 


juris  hostes,  pertlmescere,  et  4 

militi&  arcere  necesse  est !  \  V**  -  ' 

In  thiif  short  passage,  our  Catholic  fel- 
low-subjects are  distinctly  charged  with 
entertaining  opinions  which  they  have  re« 
nounced  upon  their  oaths.  The  first 
charge  indeed  is  that,  of  which  the  nega-* 
tive  forms  no  part  of  their  oath :  for  the 
legislature  must  hare  seen  that  the  impa<^ 
tation  miffht  equally  have  been  -madd 
against  the  Established  Church,  in  re* 
ference  to  the  condition  of  all  who  were 
not  baptiEed,  as  inculcated  by  the  18th 
article  of  the  Established  Church,  as  well 
as  by  the  Athanasian  Creed.  The  charges 
of  the  right  reverend  prelate  denounce 
this  class  of  his  fellow  subjects,  amounting 
to  a  fourth  of  the  whole  population  of  the 
empire,  as  enemies  of  all  laws,  divine  and 
human,  who  as  such  should  be  driven  front 
our  courts  and  our  armies!  a  class  of 
which  probably  the  greater  proportion  of 
our  fleets  and  armies  are  composed  !  what 
encouragement!  But,  on- this  head  a  feir 
considerations  will  be  oflTered  hereafter.    * 

With  not  less  regret  must  we  turn  to 
the  sentimenta  of  an  hon.  and  right  rete-* 
rene  prelate,  long  distingubhed  by  almost 
a  boundless  munificence,  and  not  less  for 
a  liberality  of  opinion  and  action,  in  other 
respects,  which  claims  the  cratitude  of  hia 
fellow-citizens.  Nevertheless,  be  unfor- 
tunately  thinks,  "  there  is  some  danger, 
lest,under  a  misconstrued  indulgence  to  the 
popish  petitions,  we  should,  by  an  appear- 
ance of^ indifference  to  our  church,  gire 
countenance  to  doctrines  and  usages  which, 
as  sincere  Protestants  and  readers  of  our 
bible,  we  must  ever  hold  to  be  idolatrous^ 
blasphemous,  and  sacrilegious.''*    In  this 

other  measures,  to  support  the  indepen- 
dence  of  the  country,  to  secure  the  stabi* 
lity  of  the  throne,  to  promote  peace  among 
fellow  subjects,  and  charity  among  fellovr 
Christians,  and  in  no  probable  degree 
dangerous  to  the  constitution,  either'  in 
church  or  state.  R,  L. 

Ca^ar^'Park,  lit  June  1S08.'' 

*  The  first  construction  given  by  lexi* 
cographers  of  the  verb  arceo,  is, '  to  drive 
away  :'  from,  e^if—ftcpuUo;  the  secondj 

« to  keep  off':'    Vide  Littleton. ^"Odi 

profanum  Tulgus— et  arceo**  Hcraee, 

*  It  may  be  asked,  what  is  the  opinion 
of  orthodox  divines,  at  the  present  day,  of 
the  solemn  service  ordained  by  the  churchy 
«<  at  the  bealin|r  of  the  king's  evil  ?"  This 
service  will.be  found  in  Sparrow's  Collec* 
tiona  of  Canons,  1675^  and  was  continued 
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opinioD*  howvYer,  the  toanMd  pvolafee  is- at 
issue  with  tiie  declaratioDt  of'  the  Ugisla- 
ture ;  for,  assuredly,  such  men  could- not 
be  reoogoised  as  "  good  sul^ecU  ;V  fpr,  at 
e?ery  hour  of  their  Uves,  they  would  be 
cpea  to  prosecution  both  at  common  Law 
and  upon  the  statute :  Yet  we  find  their 
churches  protected  by  law ;  their  priests 
licensed  by  law  to  perform  the  rites  ef 
their  reliffioii ;  penalties  assigned  for  inter- 
rupting those  ritea;  and  public  institutions 
raised  and  supported  by  parliament  for  i\^ 
education  of  thek  priests,  and  for  the  sap* 
ply  of  their  churches.  We  may  refer  to 
the  wocds  of  the  great  lord  Mansfield^,  in 
speaking  of  the  "  Dissenter's  way  of  wor-' 
ship/'  so  is  that  of  the  Catholic — "  It  is 
not  only  exempted  froin  punishment,  but 
fendered  innocent  and  lawful,  it  is  esta- 
blished, it  is  put  under  the  protectection, 
^nd  if  not  merely  under  the  conni?ance  of 
the  law." 

,  The.  Irish  RomaD'*cathoIic  clergy  have 
^mplained,  "  that,  the  secret  of  confes- 
sion not  being  acknowledged  by  law, 
priestshave  been  interrogated  in  the  coorts, 
and  declared  cpntomacious  for.  not  an- 
swering, or  not  revealiog  it" 

They  also  complain,  '*  that  the  freedom 
of  worship  isdemed  to  Roman  catholic  sol- 
diers and  sailovsj  who,  for  the  most  part, 
are  compelled  to  attend  the  protestant 
churches,  in  England,  and  sometimes  in 
Ireland,  notwithstanding  the  acts  of  17$^1 
and  1793." 

On  the  subject  of  confession,  aod  coo- 
sequent  absolution,  as  tenets  of  faith  and 
discipline  in  the  R.  C  Cburcb,  sir  J.  H. 
observed,  that  in  no  respect  did  they  es- 
sentially differ  from  the  ritual  of  the  esta- 
blished church;  and  that,  on  a  former  oc- 
casion>  he  had  so  stated  it ;  but  there  yras 
210  part  of  the  discipline  of  the  Rq^ian  ca* 
tholic  church,  that  was  more  industrioualy 
misrepresented :  the  only  difference,  in 
practice,  is,  tl.at  the  catholic  is  enjoined. 


«* 


and  acted  upon  even  in  the  reign  of  queen 
Anne,  if  not  later.  The  Gospel  of  St. 
Mark  is  first  recited ;  and,  upon  the  jvords 
beinff  Mpeated, "  they  (the  Apostles)  shall 
^y  their  hands  on  the  sick,  and  they  shall 
lecovcr,"  the  direction  is,  "  Here  the  in- 
&rm  persons  are  presented  to  the  kin^ 
ttpoa  their  knees,  and  the  king  layeth  his 
band  upon  them," — No  comment  need  be 
made, 

*■  Vide  Fomeanx*  page  24,  quoted  in 
the  memoir  of  J.  F.  DUkm^  esq. 


by  the  qoi:^iGil  of  TreiU,  to  confess  at  least 
once  a  year  to  a  priest ;  and  the  form  of 
absolution  invariably  made  use  of  by  the 
priests  of  the  cburcb  of  Rome,  is  that 
which  is  also  enjoined  by  the  rubric  mi 
our  church,  to  be  used  in  the  **  visitation 
of  the  sick;"  and  likewise  in  the  brish 
ritual  of  the  established  church,  in  "  The 
visitation  of  prisoners."    '^'he  priest,  by 
the  rubric  of  the  established  churcl^  is 
enjoined  to  move  the  sick  to  a  special  coo* 
fession.    The  order  of  the  commuuion  of 
king  Edward  6.  requires—"  such  as  shall 
be  satisfied  with  a  general  .confession,  not 
to  be  o&ended  with  them  that  do  use,  for 
their  further  satisfying,  the  auricular,  or 
secret  confession  to  the  priests ;  nor  those 
also  which  think  needful  for  the  quietness 
of  their  own  consciences,  particularly  to 
open  their  sins  to  the  priest,  to  be  offended 
with  them  which  are  satisfied  with  their 
humble  confession  to  God,  and  the  gene- 
ral confession  of  the  church."    The  words 
of  the  rubric  of  the  established  church,  are 
these :  "  Our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  who  has 
left  power  to  his  church  to  absolve  all 
siimers  who  truly  repent  and  believe  in 
him,  of  his  great  mercy,  forgive  thee  thy 
offences;  and  by  his  authority  committed 
to  me,  I  absolve  thee  from  all  thy  sins,  in 
the  name  of  the  Father,  &c. 

The  same  words  are  used  by  Archdea* 
con  Pal^y,  and  Dr.  Mant,  in  their  •<'  com- 
panions for  the  visitation  of  th^  sick," 
founded  on  the  power  imparted  by  the 
imposition  of  hands,  at  the  ordiiiatiea  of 
priests,-—*'  Those  whose  sins  thou  sh^t 
forgive,  &c."  In  both  churches,  Uie  con- 
dition of  absolution  is  the  same,  namely 
contrition  for  past  sins,  joined  to  a  firm 
purpose  of  amendment;  and  otherwise  the 
absolution  is  declared  to  be  nugatory. 

It  is,  nevertheless,  a  prevalent  opinion, 
that,  in  the  R.  C.  church,  absolution  is  un* 
conditional,  or  at  least,  that  iu  effect  is 
taught  to  be  more  dependent  on  the  per- 
formance of  works  of  imposed  penance, 
than  upon  a  truly  contrite  state  of  the 
mind,  and  firm  resolution  of  amendment } 
the  best  answer  to  sivetothoie  who  niaiB* 
tain  such  an  opinion,  is,  in  the  words  of 
the  compiler,  of  '*  the  book  of  pn^ers, 
recommended  to  the  use  of  catholiqs  serv* 
ing  in  the  fleets  and  armies  of  Great  Bri- 
Uin."* 

Under  the  head  of  a  ''  Pceparalion  lor 

*  Printed  by  Keating,  Duke-street,  Gro*. 


venor-square,  "permissn  supenonmi. 
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dealh/'  an  thete  w«idtt  f  (which  mr  J. 
H*  vMd  :>*^'  You  kttow«  from  the  cftte- 
chiatt  yon  have  karat,  and  the  books  of 
cftiholic  tna«nictioiie  you  ha? e  read,  that 
the  absohHioD  of  a  piriett  can  be  of  oo  be- 
nefit to  you,  unless  yon  be  dn\f  disposed 
to  a  reconctiiation  with  your  offended  God, 
by  true  faith,  by  a  sincere  sorrow  for  all 
yoor  sins,  by  a  firm  reaolotion  never  to 

t  It  is  but  justice  to  the  laudable  and 
pious  efibrts  of  the  compiler  (an  English 
prelate  of  the  Roman  catholic  church),  to 
subjoin  the  following  extracts  from  this 
welMirected  %vork. 

^*  Advertisement. 


**  Whereas  a  very  considerable  portiea 
of  his  Majesty's  subjects,  employed  in  the 
defence  of  the  British  empire,  consists  of 
catholics,  whose  chief  happiness  is  derived 
from  the  performance  of  the  duties  of  their 
religion ;  and  whereas  the  known  princi* 
pics  of  their  religion  do  not  permit  ca* 
Iholics  to  unite  in  prayer,  or  in  a  form  of 
worship,  with  ethers  of  a  difierent  religi* 
ous  conimuntott,  the  following  form  of 
prayer  is  composed  for  the  use  of  such  of 
nis  Majesty's  catholic  subjects  as  may  be 
serving  in  his  forces  by  sea  or  land,  and 
may  not  have  the  means  of  recourse  to 
the  ministers  of  their  holy  religion :  in  the 
humble  hope,  that  by  the  anthority  of  the 
legislature,  in  its  kiiid  indulgence  and  just 
attention  to  the  conscientious  feelings  of 
BO  numevoos  and  so  meritorious  a  class  of 
the  defenders  of  the  United  Kingdom,  the 
catholic  seamen  and  soldiers  will  be  ex- 
empted by  law  from  attending  the  service 
of  the  established;chorch,  and  will  be  per- 
mitted to  assenfele  together  on  Sundays 
and  helidnys,  in  some  convenient  plnce, 
to  wonbip  God  agreeably  to  the  service 
of  therr  own  communion, "and  to  offer  up 
thetr  ardent  prayers  for  their  king  and 
fonntry.'' 

"  Before  an  Engagement 

«'  Pudm  nvl.  falids  xxvii.)  The  Lord 
ie  the  protector  of  my  life;  of  whom  shall 
I  be  afraid  ?  If  armies  in  camp  should 
stand  together  against  me,  my  heart  shall 
not  fear.  If  a  battle  should  rise  op  against 
me,  in  this  ^H  I  be  confident.  And  in 
Psalm  xxii.  (aliis  xxiii.)  Though  I  should 
walk  m  the  midst  of  the  shadow  of  death, 
I^  wiH  fear  no  evito,  for  thoa  art  with  me.*' 


commit  thekn  afum,  ttid  by  a  wiUsngness 
to  satisfy  God,  snd  your  neigbboor  alsO« 
aafiir  asjostke  recjuires.  Withovt  these 
dispoeltiena  on  your  part,  the  ad  etf  the 
priest  would  not  be  ratified  in-  heaven, 
you  would  be  guiky  of  the  profanaiioii  of 
the  sacrament  of  penanee,  and  provoke 
the  indignation  of  the  Ahnighty,insiead  of 
obtaining  hie  mercy.    It  is  only  when  ht 
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For  the  Litany. 
^  That  Ihoa  vooohnf»  ta  Mess  and  save 


our  most*  gracloua  sovereign  Georee,  wii 
all  the  royal  fainily,  to  support  htm  by 
thy  power,  to  direct  him  by  thy  wisdom', 
and  to  conduct  him  at  length  to  thy  eter- 
nal kingdom.— That  thou  vouchsafe  .toN 
protect  and  support  our  comiteanders  and 
officers,  to  inspire  them  witb  wisdom  and 
courage,  to  crown  their  exertions  with  vic« 
tory  and  success,  and  alter  this  life  to 
bless  them  with  tbeeverhisting  happiness 
of  heaven.*— That  thou  vouchsafe  to  give 
us  grace  to  fear  thee,  to  honour  our  king, 
and  readily  submit  to  aH-whomitisourduty 
and  thy  will  that  we  should  obey,  because 
it  is  thy  will :  for  we  know  that  he  who 
resisteth  thy  power,  resisteth  thy  ordi- 
nance, O  Uod;  and  they  that  rteist, 
purchase  to  themselves  damnation,  Som. 
xiii.  1,  2.*' 

"  An  Admonition  to  Catholics  serving  in 
bis  Majesty's  fleets  and  armies. 

**  If  to  the  faithful  performance  of  your 
duties  to  your  king  and  country;  you  add  a 
constant  attention  to  the  worship  of  God; 
and  to  the  salvation  of  your  immortal 
souls,  your  happiness  will  be  complete. 
**  Render,  therefore,  to  Cassar  the  things 
that  are  Caesar's,  and  to  God,,  the  things 
that  are  God  V  Matt  xxii.  21.  Your 
families  and  your  country  are  jnsdy  ditar 
to  you;  but  how  much  more  dear  than 
even  these,  ought  your  own  souls  to  be  ? 
"  What  doth  it  profit  a  man,  if  he  gain 
the  whole  world,  and  lose  his  own  soul? 
or  what  shall  a  man  give  in  exchange  for 
his  soul  }**  Matt.  xvi.  26. 

"With  regard  to  what  concerns  ili^ 
conduct  and  behaviour  of  one  man  amongst 
you  towards  another,  take  care  that  no 
difiference  of  religion  disturb  that  union 
and  peace  which  ought  to  reign  in  the 
hearts  of  those,  who  have  one  commog 
duty  and  interest  in  serving  and  in  de- 
fending their  king  and  country. 

^  As  much  as  is  in  you,  keep'  peace 
with  all  men.  Header  to  no  man  evil  fb^ 
evil,  (Rom.  xii.)  nor  railinic  for  railing,  hot 
eontranwise,  blessing,  (1  Pel.  lii.  9.)  The 
grace  of  God  be  with  foa  ail;    Monk.* 
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•  tees  yoa  ttias  dalv  disposed,  that  God 
looses  in  heaven,  what,  by  his  authority, 
and  according  to  the  conditions  of  his  in- 
stitationrliis  minister  loosed  on  earth/' 

On  the  subject  of  secret,  or  anriculai 
<eoBfession,  and  the  obligation  imposed  by 
the  church  upon  the  priest  or  minister  re- 
ceiving it,  we  may  derive  information 
from  the  1 1 3(h'  canon,  intitled  *'  Peccata 
-tiotoria  ministris  jus  est  denunciare,  pri- 
'Vatim  confessa  retegere  nefas/'  *^  Pro- 
vided always,  that  if  any  man  confess  his 
secret  and  hidden  sins  to  the  mimsteri  for 
-Ihe  unburthening  of  his  conscience,  and 
to  receive  spiritual  consolation  and  ease 
#f  mind  from  him ;  we  do  not  any  way 
bind  the  said  minister  by  this  our  consti- 
totion,  but  do  strictly  charge  and  admo- 
nish him,  that  he  do  not,  at  any  time,  re- 
veal and  make  known  to  any  person 
whatsoever^  any  crime  or  offence  so  com- 
mitted to  H'n  trust  and  secrecy  (except 
they  be  such  crimes  as  by  the  laws  of  this 
Tiabn  his  own  life  may  be  called  into 
question  for  concealing  the  same,)  under 
pain  of  irregularity/' 

A  member  (Mr.  Wilberforce,)  on  the 
l>each  behind  sir  J.  H.  here  interrupted 
him  by  saying,  "  That  is  a  canon  of  the 
church  of  Rome."  Sir  J.  H.  replied— r 
Ko,  it  is  a  canon  of  the  established 
church,  and  as  late  as  the  year  1603,  of 
tiM  latest  class  of  canons,  which  consti- 
tutes the  principal  ecclesiastical  code  for 
the  goyernment  of  the  church.  The 
King's  ratification  <  giv«s  an  authority, 
which  is  considered  as  binding  on  all  those 
who  are  subject  to  him  in  ecclesiastical 
matters.  Such  is  the  construction  put 
vpOQ  them  by  ecclesiastical  writers :  but 
it  IB  of  more  importance  to  examine  the 
opinion  entertained  in  Westminster  Hall. 
In  the  caae  of  Du  Barre  p.  Levitte,  3 1  Geo. 
3).  Oft  a  iquastion  raised  relative  to  the 
eoEamiuation  oi'  an  interpreter,  Mr.  Garrow 
called  a. caae  determined  by  Mr.  Justice 
Buller;  it  Was  a  case  in  which  the  life  of 
a  prisoner  was  at  stake  :^ — the  King  v, 
Sparkes.  The  prisoner  being  a  Roman 
Catholic,  made  a  confession  before  a  Pro- 
taataat  clergyman,  of  the  crime  for  which 
hftwas  indicted,  and  that  confession  was 
peimitted  le  be  given  in  evidence,  upon 
wbicb  he  was  convicted  and  executed. 
Lord  Kenyen  -observed,  '<  I  should  have 
pooaed  kobce.  1  admitted  the  evidence 
tbere  admitted/'  Lord  Coke  also  says, 
in  hie  2d  institute,  '^  If  high  treason  is  dis. 
idosed  to  a  clergyman  in  confession,  he 
•oght  to  revaai  it^  bol  not  in  a  case  of 


felony."     By  the  law,  as  it  now  stands, 
there  is  no  crime,  not  ^ven  high  treason^ 
the   concealment  of  which   can  call  in 
question  the  life  of  the  person  concealing 
it :  hence  the  canon  law  is  at  issue,  in  thia 
respect,  with  the  common  law.    This  head 
of  complaint  may  be  concluded  with  re- 
fering  to  a  well-known  fact,  namely,  that 
Henry  4*.  of  France,  wished  to  make  a 
law,  by  which  confessors  should  be  bound 
to  reveal  conspiracies  agahist  the  King, 
which  might  come  to  their  knowledge^ 
even  under  the  secret  of  confession.  But  far- 
ther Cotton  convinced  Henry  ^.  that  it  is 
contrary  to  the  divioe,and  natural  law,  to 
disclose  what  is  known  only  by  confession 
— that  it  would  not  be  expedient  to  the 
public  good  ;  for  in  that  case,  no  person, 
engaged  in  a  conspiracy,  would  mention 
this  crime  in  confession,  if  he  knew  that 
his  confessor  was  at  liberty  to  denounce 
htm  ;  whereas,  in  the  absolute  confidence 
in  the  inviolable  secrecy  that  is,  and  must 
be,  observed,  a  conspirator  may  disclose 
his  guilt  to  his  confessor  without  fear,  and 
the    confessor    may    employ    the    most 
powerful  motives  to  engage  him  to  re<* 
nounce  his  criminal  designs,  and  thus  pre- 
vent   evils,  which  would   not  otherwise 
have  been  known. — Henry  was  perfectly 
satisfied  that  his  intended  law  would  have 
defeated  its  own  purposes. 

•With  jrespect  to  the  situation  of  tlie  Ca- 
tholic  military  under  the  existing  laws, 
the  bare  menUon  of  it  ought  injustice, 
and,  indeed,  in  common  decency,  to  be 
enough  to  insure  redress;  nevertheless 
the  complaint  has  been  necessarily  re- 
urged,  as  often  as  this  subject  has  been  re* 
newed  in  parliament ;  repeated  applica- 
tions have  been  made  to  ministers,  to 
every  administration  in  succession,  it  may 
be  said,  since  the  year  1793,  when  the 
Irish  Act  opened  the  army  to  Catholics, 
but  no  adequate  redress  has  been  obtained. 

At  Chatham,  it  is  true,  a  spot  of  groimd 
was  granted  by  government,  to  erect  a 
chapel  for  the  use  of'the  Catholic  military, 
and,  under  successive  commanding  of- 
ficers, the  Catholics  were  separated  firotn 
others,  on  the  Simday  parade,  and  marched 
to  their  own  place  ot  worship.  In  other 
places,  the  Catholic  military  nave  experi- 
enced a  very  capricious  fate;  sometimes, 
though  rarely*  allowed  to  tfttend  their 
own  pastors  exclusively ;  at  other  times, 
obliged  to  attend  the  service  of  the  esta«< 
blished  church,  previously,  or  subse- 
quently, to  their  own  service ;  but  oftener 
marched    indiacrimiiifitely  to  the   estn* 
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blithed  choich,  without  permission  to  at** 
lend  their  owo.  7>e  Catholic  prelates  of 
Ireland  have  frequently  addressed  govern- 
ment upon  this  subject,  particularly  on  the 
2Sth  of  May,  ISOO;  which  address,  sir  J. 

'  H.  said,  was  transmitted  to  the  dake  of 
Portland  by  himself;    and  stated   that, 

/'  notwithstanding  the  assurances  given  to 
the  Catholics  upon  taking  service  in  Ire- 
land, no  sooner  was  a  regiment  though 
chiefly  composed  of  Catholics,  arrived  in 
England,  or  in  any  other  part  of  the  em- 
pire, than  they  were  forced  to  conform  to 
the  estahlished  church,  and  often  re- 
strained even  in  their  dying  moments,from 
the  exercise  of  their  religious  duties/^ 
The  address  proceeded  to  pray,  that  some 
parliamentary  regulation  might  take 
place,  to  assure  to  the  Catholic  soldier, 
liberty  of  conscience  in  this  respect  It 
had  been  stated  by  an  honoarable  gene- 
ral, on  the  motion  of  thanks  to  sir  S.  Ach- 
muty,  *'  That  the  seventh  regiment,  which 
had  so  gallantly  fought  at  Monte  Video 
under  the  command  of  sir  £dm.  Butler, 
was  composed  altogether  of  Catholics, 
and  that  in  point  of  (act,  he  knew  that, 
of  the  4,000  men  who  had  attacked  that 
garrison,  no  less  than  5,000  consisted 
of  Catholics.''  Sir  J.  H.  observed,  that  it 
was  consistent  with  his  own  knowledge, 
that  of  three  levies  of  1,000  men  each, 
marched  into  the  Isle  of  Wight,  a  few 
years  since,  m  two  of  those  levies  160  onl^ 
were  not  Catholics;  and  of  another  regi- 
ment, then  in  the  south  of  England,  con- 
sisting of  about  900  men,  860  were  Ca* 
tliolics ;  it  is  also  well  established,  that 
the  proportion  of  Catholic  recruits,  at  pre- 
sent, greatly  exceeds  that  of  Protestants. 
In  Austria,  it  is  well  known,  that  the  aimy 
is  open  to  Jews,  and  so  much  attention  is 
paid  to  the  rights  of  conscience,  that 
a  military  <^rder  regularly  issues  every 
3rear  to  exempt  the  Jews,  for  a  certain 
time,  from  duty,  in  order  to  allow  them 
undisturbed  attendance  on  their  solemn 
festivals.  It  had,  in  a  former  debate  been 
stated  in  the  House  by  air  J.  H.  that  his 
Majesty  had  eranted  commissions  of 
chaplams  *  to  Soman  Catholic  priesu  in 
the  several  regiments  of  the  Irish  brigpide, 

.1 

*  One  of  these  commissions  to  4he  rev. 
&  O'Brien,  is  dated  1  Oct  1794,  and  that 
of  the  rev.  J.  Macdonnel  of  the  (Scotch) 
<}lengary  fencibles,  14  Aug.  1794.  All 
the  regiments  of  Irish  brigade  have  had 
chaplains  appointed  to  them,  whose  com- 
miHQns  were  all  ngaed  by  his-Mejesty. 


and  also  in  the  regiment  of  Olengary  liNi* 
cibles,  which  bad  been  raised  on  tlie  Bri- 
tish e^ablishment :  this  fact  is  now  stated 
in  answer  to  some  gentlemen,  vrho  had 
expressed  an  opinion,  that  those  who  ad- 
vised such  a  measure,  had  advised  a  bceacii 
of  the  coronation  oath ;  let  it  be  remem* 
bered,  however,  that  Dr.  Milner's  refiita^ 
tion  of  the  restrictive  operation  of  thai 
oath,  as  affecting  the  question  now  before 
the  House ;  had  been  declared,  even  by 
the  late  chancellor  Spurges,  to  be  niian* 
swerable. 

In  the  naval  service,  CathoKcs  were  not 
less  numerous ;  Sir  J.  H.  held  in  his  hand 
a  list  of  46- ships  of  the  line,  which,  at  tmm 
difierent  periods,  had  belonged  to  the  Ply«« 
mouth  division,  and  in  the  majority  of 
which,  the  Catholics  greatly  exceeded 
the  Protestants.  In  some  of  the  firil 
and  second  rates  they  amounted  even  tm 
two  thirds ;  in  one  or  two  first-rates  they* 
formed  nearly  the  whole;  and  in  tho 
naval  hospttal,  about  four  y^ars  since,  df 
470  sick,  S6S  were  Catholics.  The  pro* 
portion  indeed  at  present  in  the 'naval 
hospttal  at  Plymontb,  is  less  than  almoBt 
at  any  antecedent  period,  scarcely  amount^ 
ing  to  a  fourth.* 

As  the  difficulties  opposed  to  Catho- 
lics, with  respect  to  an  attendance  upoif 
their  own  pastors,  must  neceaiariiy  be 
greater  in  the  navy  than  in  the  army;  the 
little  manual  of  devotiens,  which  has  been 
mentioned  as  being  more  particularly  ap« 
plicable  to  their  situation,  will,  it  is  to  be 
hoped,  receiye  that  countenance  which  is 
prayed  for,  and  to  which  it  is  so  justly 
entitled. 

The  memorable  bill  introduced  some 
years  ago,  by  a  noble  lord  since  removed 
to  the  other  house  of  parliament,  wonld 
have  applied  an  effectual  remedy  for  the 
grievance  complained  of;  and  would  not 
only  have  assured  to  the  Catholics  a  Mi 

Erotection  of  the  rights  of  conscienoe,  but 
ave  held  out  the  means  of  inviting  young 
men  of  condition  to  those  ranks,  in  which 
they  might  with  honour  distinguish  them^ 
selves  in  the  service  of  their  country—* 
ranks  which  they  most  now  seek,  if  they 
seek  them  at  all,  by  stealth  and  under 
every  disadvanta|^ :  nevertheless  those 
who  are  so  prone  to  withhold  those  ad« 


^m^m- 
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*  In  the  year  1760,  when  fewer  Catiio» 
lice  entered  the  service  than  at  present^ 
the  crew  of  the  Thunderer  of  74  guns, 
commodore  Walsingfaam#  was  conmoaed 
two  thirds  of  Catkobca» 
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vanttH^  from  thenij  6^  net  screffh^  to  ii»» 
vile  th«»m,  in  th^  la«t  resins  We,  to  the  pott 
ofdanur^r,  f>*»n  tj>e  Catholic  priait  is 
occa^ontillr  s«4«*€ted  to  acc^oit  ardow  and 
bigh  oont»fi(;Titial  rommtiwton>     in»ehriny 


to 


liable  to  b«  fi— i  hf 
prnMuBcms  fit  oely  6>r  f< 
A  leamMl  gwHJiMMi,  ut  an 

eoiJection  oi  Miwuiii*  receBttr  pnMffahtd, 

athiressed  tn  the  (Jnireniftr  of  Oxtord,  las 

great  person^^l   rink  ami  deiicacy  of  ma-  I  »«ened.  Uiat  **  tbe  provisMBB  of  ikt  mar* 


^g«*ment.  The  detectioB  o#  tfae 
de  Romasft  from  the  came  of  tlie  enemy,  ! 
it  ift  known,  was  produced  by  sncli  a  re*  i 
•ori''^.  A  Cathoiic  priest  was  abo  sent  oy  i 
f^yemmeiK  to  appeaee  tfae  mutineers  at « 
theftiere;  theirsemces  were  rrry  properi  y  , 
acknowledged »  as  the  well-known  father  i 
OXeary's  had  been  at  an  antecedent  pe*  i 
nod  in  Ireland.— The  enlot^ies  prottaonced 
«pOQ  the  iatter  by  meatbers  ot  that  Hoobc  • 
are  upon  record  :  aiid  no  man  haa  reo^  i 
der«d  inure  t^uostanttal  setvicet^  to  hts  i 
cu4itilry  ill  the  hour  oi  danfi^er.     The  cot>> 


n:i^e  act  ita^e  been  ciiifiiied  with,  by  the 
CatiHdics,  milbnui  ofa^ection.^'  Sir  J.  H. 
coidd  not  agree  with  him  in  tfaia  aasertion, 
having- 1  ijiiaiikiid  it  aa a  wrii<4!stabiisfaed 
fact,  that  the  provision  of  the  set,  by  which 
Catbolics  are  obliged  to  submit  to  the 
maiiia^e  ceienonT  in  the  Protestant 
ctmrch,  has»  lor  half  a  century,  been  a 
<iabiecl  ot  complaint  amoogM  Cathoiies, 
and  parttcttburiy  of  their  clergy.  On  the 
known  prtaetpk  i^'  thnir  church*  ifaait  it  is 
uolawiiKi  for  Calbohcr  to  join  in  actsef  re- 
ligion, or  in  any  secred  rite,  wids  others 


titmiti  tor  niauy  yiai9  aaa  opened  a  i;reat  [  ol  a  niderent  cofflmunioa»  the  iate  Catho< 


held  t<ir  the  uxfriionsol  uii:*  class  ot  our 
piXMi'rtl»«d  lellow«Mioteci»;  and  Gv^orge 
I  ho  stH4»iid  i<  ^aid  to  Uave  cxciaimtHl*  at 
the  battle  ol  iXt uug«)o»  ^%  liere lie  had  occ»> 
\k\Hi  li*  Huiittfr*  th«-4i  >i<iio«ir— >*'  Curse  on 
Mitf  i4^\»  Uuii  ilepitvc  lutf  ul  the  aid  of  such 
«'4(o^<.iN  /'  \>  ith  dii  the  reNeMtni«ut»  how* 
« vv  (» v\uu  a  WW  uuv  Mippobe  tu  be  uu>epa- 
labto  luuu  A  l>i<U  ^Ltiru  ai'hoiiour>  when 
'«i*4V4)  isyi«M»od«  ti  i»  >ftiU  knoMiUy  that  in 
ttiu  \ .  .u  . .  Ks  tivt  u  Mogle  domiciliated 
iM.amau  iu«»u*vl  HM  ^loiidard  of  rebellion. 
1.04a  vtii^.^,«u4a  yihou  lord-Ueut«aiuu) 
\«4^  .w«iu^..a  ui  tciUM  l.v.KH.>  additional 
umt^t^  ixH   i(w   dviviicn  ot   lre»and.      Ke 

•  vu-H  ii  '  **-  •«  iuu4Milt  ih4  to  ratse  a  MUi(le 
•uaa  «  '>u««  >  a  io«  coaUUi'V.  he  9eUt  tour 
u  «^k4u«  uu  .UI*!!  Iivliuiil»  tojoui  tho  dakeof 
I  «i..i  t,  u.M)  I.       (  |H>n   Uih    ivtiiui»    beiim 

•  \. «k  (»v  tiu  KiPH*  ^hvther  thrie  were 
'u.a4v  ^t4U|4iiuoii  rii|ii«t«  ill  li'vlaud*  he  re* 
tdiid.  tU««i  l>^'  it  ^^1  «»0>  ducovoicd  t\%4»» 
lu  ilu»  |>i.i*«mi4  id  tuu  haiidwHue  yoouK 
I'Uu  1  'd  <hu  o  oiiv  «•!  iHiveteoxt  who  had 
daiuid  i\  lUu  \^-i\\v,  ui\  hm  EVii^'Skiy's 
hitih  ui||hi  '  IhkA  hv«»d  iiiity  be  dosed 
i^iVh  -lu  "Ii<i%iv4«tiu4i  uiade  by  it  iiubU 
Iiiv4ul,  o44M]^  >iM)«  «MU'^  HI  retlTtHKe  I* 
^ku  •  *'Hd(ttuii  id  iiii4iH»o4  hitsMMi  t^Hiali\  • 

tiU4««  ^h>«i      dl«l     hi|V*M||     »V«^tsl      l4«i'M 

•^MM^M     Hdh    lUlehiV     ^wi    httlMMit    Mid 

i(|«t  li«««H||  Uted  Ml  Hvt  iiuin«»  lUt>>  we^e 


•  I'hei^-t.  K  llidM4«em««M««d^^het*«^ 
iv«MM4  td  i^hvmittthi  wt^  ^<ev<<d  thi  thi« 
dttiii«>H»iM  «(•«  Ui  M  ;    nHd  «h«  revv 


lie  bishop  Challoner  conaidered  himself 
bound  to  cooaoit  Roose  ois  the  sebject, 
audi  ill  his  passtorad  iDatriwtiott»  addressed 
to  his  cUrgy  in  the  London  distrtctrin 
1759,  charged  them  to  caution  Catholics, 
as  much  as  posaibie,  against  going  to  the 
Protestant  church  to  ubiahi  the  saoctioo  of 
the  marriage  cere«i<Miv.  In  1791,  the  Ca« 
tholic  clergy  ceriamly  expressed  a  wish 
to  obtain  rt;dresi>  of  this  grievaaee;  they 
have  no  objection  to  be  placed  mider  re- 
^ictiooa  similar  to  tbeae  of  oer  marriage 
act.  In  speaking  upon  the  snbject  aeaae 
yeers  since,  sir  J.  li.  thea  observed,  that 
they  contended  only  the!  the  sacraffiental 
eateu4;ti  sheuid  be  reserved  to  the  spiritoel 
priaiecy.  lutd  thet  the  civil  eikects  sheuid 
wholly  be  regulated  by  tbe  civil  juriedic- 
tioM.  both  in  Irelewi  f  and  England,  ic 
is  of  greet  importance  that  this  soleaan 
coHiractsheiAklbeestahlishedaiki  legalized 
by  some  uMemdvocal  and  uniibrm  act. 
Sir  J.  K.  could  venture  to  assert,  that  all 
those  CulMlic  prdafetta  with  whom  he  has 
ever  cemoHmicaled,  would  be  coetait  that 
a  regtairy  was  eilabliBhed  by  the  civil 
ma^tairatet  which  might  be  certified  and 
reicisteied  at  the  general  courts  of  (foarter 
tosiiiont  The  Qinher,  aad  even  the  Jevr, 
;ure  by  a  provision  of  tfae  marriage  act  it- 
self, exempted  from  the  penalties  and  die- 
abilitiea  inpowd  by  it  on  odiera.    ^m^^ 


|Nuiik<dt«  A  Numati  V^i^ihtdh  |iin«it.  ^^^ 
mkk  IHm  I  Whtni  hi  ihe  N^hh  m  miMm^ 
^tiili  h>  it)«(tHH«  tha 


«  Mtnoirs  of  tba  Cathdio  question,  by 
J.  r.  Dillon,  esq.  of  lincolnVlBD,  bar- 
ritter-a^lMv*  ^ 

f  la  Mand  the  certiDcate  of  a  Komaft 
CftthoKc  priest  marryiag  a  CathoHo  to  a 
Catholic  IS  adoiitted  aa  cfidiBOO'lo 
stmiata  thomiMPriage. 
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MaLmaAtm  B^t  is,  ISfO.-^^MmmOMlkP^AmL 
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Wrilei*  hat«  coHteadeii>  tt  it  bu  b^n  vb*- 
iieived,  tftuit  Ibe  diaeipiiiie'of  tke  council 
•f  'D^m  m  {wraniMitit  in  Ireland.  The 
fadtf,  tlmt»  Millie  afch^diecese  <rf Dgbiin, 
and  a  Uw  dioceses  of  Meaih,  KiMare, 
CMaoiy,  Feraes,  oftd  in  the  wardinete  of 
Galway,  coiitainitig  a  vast  mass  of  Caifae- 
lic  popelation*  Ibe  difcipUne  of  the  goiui«> 
cil  of  IVent  has  never  beea  received,  and 
of  contae  has  no  canonical  operation  npon 
clandeetine  marriages.  The  regnialioBs  of 
the  oonncii  of  Trent  eacact  the  presence  of 
the  punh  priest,  two  witnesses,  and  the 
e^MMt  of  parents  and  guardians  in  the 
case  oT  minority,  as  are  also  repaired  bf 
tbt  smcttte  of  26th  Geo.  II.  The  conse- 
qutact  is,  that  marriages,  which,  under 
certain  circnnntances,  are  deemed  valid, 
in  each  nf  the  dioceses  tftutt  have  been 
aMddoned,  are  considered  as  anli  and  foid, 
in  all  those  districts  where  the  discipline 
of  the  coancil  of  Trent  has  been  received : 
«^Tbe  w4iole  of  GreaiuBritain,  as  well  as^ 
France,ataiids  in  the  nredtcanient  of  thoae^ 
six  dioceses.*  Notacng  i!liore  need  be 
said  to  alfn  the  propriety  of  some  state 
proviflien.  In  coociirrence  with  the  wish  of 
tht  Roann  Catholic  clergy,  on  this  point, 
to  remfcdy  what  cannot  bnt  be  coosideiad 
tt  a  scrmas  evil,  particularly  as  aiecting 
the  deacant  of  property  and  honours, 
whicb  cannot  be  secured,  as  the  law  now 
fltaoda,  withwMt  a  violation  of  the  liberty  of 
eenscienoe.  It  AooM  indeed  have  wen 
stated^  thait>  within  certain  prohibiled  de- 
fnm,  a  dispensation  of  the  Pope  is  abso- 
ksely  necessary ;  but,  by  the  statute,  of 
Che  I3th  «if  £Ua.  such  dispensation  exposes 
the  piartiei  lacetviag  it  to  the  penalties  of 
high  treaSon.f 

In  attempting  to  rescue  that  vast  class 
eC  the  cosnmnnity  from  the  operation  pro* 
dsced  on  the  puiilic  mind,  through  igno« 
rance»  or  wilfiu  misrepreBentation>  it  may 
fan  proper  to  advert  to  certain  other  charges 
against  theni  coiiected,  with  great  in* 
dmtry,  by  a  learned  and  right  bon.  gent., 
net  «t  present  in  hi4  place,  but  who,  on  a 
forawg  occauo%  had  £)kvoored  the  House 


*  In  ibBBce»  where  any  part  of  the  dis* 
cipleae  of  the  council  uf  Trent  has  been 
teceivedi  it  baa  been  in  consequence  of  a 
national  iregvlalion,  independently  of  the 
atnbovity  of  the  oonncii. 

fVide  thta  ooestion  stated  moie  at 
lengthy  in  sir  J.  H/s «'  Substance  of  Ad^ 
ditinnaA  Obaervui«ns^**    Fanlder,  U99. 

voir.  srii. 


with  tba  result  <^f  his  elaborate  researchea 
into  general  councils  and  decretals,  an4 
has  recently  given  to  the  public  the  con- 
centration of  all  his  former  labours,-  in  a 
work  intiiled,  **  The  nature  anddemanda 
of  the  Irish  Roman  Catholics.''    The  at- 
tack  therein  made  upon  the  administration 
whicn  he  honours  with  the  nnme  of  «*  the 
Talents,"  is  not  the  least  prominent  part 
el  his  work.    He  compliments  the  wisdom 
of  his  Majesty,  in  discovering  their  ia« 
triguee,  and  removing  them  from  bis  coub« 
oils,  and  '« thus  rescaing  the  naticm  iroai 
their  machinations/'  adding  that,  thus  vt^ 
moved,  "  they  fell  with  the  universal  exe* 
orations  of  every  good  subject  in  tbc  em- 
pire !"— He  has,  however,  bmitted  to  sUto 
new  soon  it  happened  after  "  their  fall," 
that  his  right  hon.  friend  the  Chanceltbr  of 
the  Excheipier,  who  now  presides  in  hie 
Majesty's  coancHs,  and  to  whose  hsnds^ 
as  himself  declared,  "  His  Msjesty,  bound 
by  his  regard  £br  the  establishments  and 
religion  of  his  country,  had  confided  the 
administration  of  his  affltirs,  upon  remov* 
ing  them  from  those  to  which  they  had 
lately  been  entrusted  :"* — how  soon  after 
that  removal,  he  had  invited  a  noble  1ord>  ^ 
at  the  bead  of  that  so  execrated  adminis* 
tratton,  with  his  friend,  ajioble  earl,  to  rt* 
sume  their  seats  in  his  Majesty's  councila 
in  order  to  give  strength  and  stability  tn 
the  government !  The  learned  author  haa 
also  omitted  to  inform  us,  bow  much  th4 
more  recent  and  better  informed  opinions 
of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  ap^ 
peered  to  have  been  seconded   by  t^at 
graceful  array  of  the  high  prelacy  of  tha 
church,  who  supported  the  election  of  the 
noble  lord  to  the  office  of  Chancellor  of 
the  most  ancient  seat  of  learning  and  re* 
ligion  in  the  United  Kingdom.     . 

It  is  to  be  regretted,  that  the  strength  o€ 
the  learned  gent's  prejudice  has  not  yet  . 
yielded  to  the  force  of  such  bright  exam** 
pies  for  his  imitation.  But  we  will  still 
hope  for  hia  support  of  measures  bettef 
suited  to  the  state  of  the  empire,  than  tho 
re-enactment  of  the  Anti-Catholic  crimi<« 
nal  code.  We  know,  that  in  I79tt,  con- 
templating the  union,  he  has  recorded,  \m 
a  letter  to  the  right  hon.  mover  of  the 
question  now  before  the  House,  his  opi« 
nion,  "  that  were  we  one  people  mth  the 
British  nation,  the  preponderance  of  the 
Protestant  body  in  the  whole  empire  would 
be  so  mat,  that  all  rivalships  and  jea* 
lousies  between  Protestants  and  Romanists 
would  cease  for  ever,  and  it  would  not  be 
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vawla«M  fnm  them^d*  sat  icre|ile  to  iif 
vit«  tiwD),  ia  Uie  laat  resocree,  to  the  put 
«r<laiif;u-.  Eren  Uie  Catholic  priect  is 
«ocfiMon«ll]r  teiected  to  acquit  ardiMu  ynd 
bi^  {MMbdential  com  missiont— involving 
^reat  peraonnl  risk  am)  delicacy  of  ma- 
nagement. The  dvfedion  of  the  marcjuis 
it  Romana  from  the  cause  of  the  enemy, 
it  rs  knoirn,  ms  prodncail  by  such  a  re- 
aon*-  A  Catholic  priett  was  alio  tent  by 
goTemmrot  lo  appeaae  the  mutiDeers  at 
tbcNort;  thelrservicesirere  very  properly 
■cknow ledge d,  as  the  welUkaonn  father 
O'Leary**  had  been  at  an  antecedent  pe- 
riod in  Irdand. — The  eulogiet  proanunced 
apon  the  iMtet  fay  members  of  that  House 
■i«  upon  record  :  and  no  inaii  had  ren- 
dered more  substintial  services  to  his 
codittry  in  the  hour  of  danger.  The  con- 
tinent for  many  years  had  opened  a  ^reat 
fiehj  (or  the  exertioni  of  this  class  ot  our 
proecrihed  fellow- nubjects ;  and  G^orgv 
die  second  is  said  to  have  exclaimed,  at 
the  battle  of  Dctiingen.vrherehe  hti  occa- 

tbc  laws  that 
svtiijects!"  V 
ever,  which  v 
rafale  from  a 
■Urely  op^rei 
the  yMr  174 
Irunman  join 
Lard  Cheatei 
was  inttmctc 
troops,  for  tl 
took  k  upct] 
nan ;  but,  oi 
regineots  fro 
Cumberland. 
uked  by  Ibc 
many  danger 
|rfied, "  that 
in  the  perao 
ladies  of  the 
danced  al  lb 
birth-night"' 
witii  no  obw 
friatid.  meny 
tha  CDndiiiait 
llini 


liable  to  be  nrinad  by  fines,  tuid  sul^ect  to 
pnniidunents  fit  only  for  felon*." 

A  learned  gantlemaa,  in  an  ial«r«stiag 
eoljectionpf  HciDoin*  recently  pub Ks bed, 
addressed  to  the  Univemtvof  Oxford,  has 
asBerlcd,  that  "  the  provisiena  of  the  mar- 
risge  act  hare  been  cantplied  with,  by  the 
Catholics,  witlioui  objection."  SlrJ.  H., 
could  not  agree  with  him  in  this  asaei-lion, 
having  considertfit  it  as  a  well-established 
fact,  that  the  provision  of  the  act,  by  which 
Catholics  are  obliged  to  subaiit  to  the 
marriage  ceremony  in  the  Protestant 
churi^h,  has,  bti  half  a  century,  been  a 
sobjert  of  complaint  amongst  CfitfaolicB, 
and  particularly  of  their  clergy.  On  the 
known  priuciple  of  their  church,  that  it  ia 
Dnlawhl  for  Catholic*  to  join  in  acts  «f  re* 
ligioD,  or  in  any  stcred  riw,  with  otfaert 
nf  a  riiffisrent  communion,  the  late  Catho* 
lie  bishop  Cbal loner  conudered  himself 
bound  to  cMisuit  Rome  on  the  sabject, 
and,  in  bis  pastoral  instruction,  addressed 
to  his  clergy  in  the  London  district,'  in 

ITAO    i-hitrrrfA    ll.f>m  tn   raiitinn  CalhnUfv 
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kiv  CBtmfcd,  li  H  fans  toen  «b^ 
irrttdiiteilke  dkeipiiiwof  the  council 
d  Ttm  m  psnunMmt  in  Ireliiid.  The 
fact  1^  ihM»  Mi  tbft  ureh-dieeese  i>f  DsMnii 
aetf «  the  4woetms  of  Me«Ui*  KiMare, 
i^ay.  Fffg^  ottd  io  the  wardintte  of 
^viTf  cantutitag  ft  vast  mass  of  Caitho- 
r.  ft^ifkotmk^  ahe  diicipiitie  of  the  cmia- 
CI  d  Tivoa  Ims  never  beea  received*  and 
^cOTv  haa  m»  caaonical operation  upon 
:  ifciHtma  ■■■■iaj^ti  The  regulations  of 
«f  Treat  exact  the  presence  of 
j«ieet«  two  witnesses,  md  the 
eC  pnrvDta  and  guardians  in  the 
ol  mmmnnyt  at  are  also  reqaired  by 
«C  Mth  €ea  IL  The  coitte- 
ia,  dint  flUHrtiages^  which,  under 
iiid— mtmin,  are  deemed  ?nUd, 
nC  the  dioceses  that  have  been 
ceaaidered  as  nuU  and  void, 
diatricta  where  the  discipline 
r|l  of  Trent  has  been  received: 
•f  Great-Britain,  as  well  as^ 
in  the  nradicanient  of  those 
*  Notaing  Aiore  need  be 
the  propriety  of  some  state 
m  coocarrence  with  the  wish  of 
Cmlwlic  clergy,  on  Uiis  point, 
what  cannot  but  be  considered 
efil»  pnrticulariy  as  aiecttng 
of  property  and  honours, 
be  aecurcd,  as  the  law  now 
•  violatien  of  the  liberty  of 
Itshonhl  indeed  have  Men 
sHthttt  certain  prohibited  de- 
tien  of  the  Pope  is  abso- 
;  bnt,  by  the  statute,  of 
"^e  iJch  nf  £lis^  such  dispensation  exposes 
»  pavtiea  ^soeiviBg  it  to  the  penalties  of 

la  aocsBftaiig  to  rescne  that  vast  class 
»  cai^aMMty  iroBS  the  operation  pro* 
«■  the  pi^ie  mind,  tnrongh  igno- 
re wrilM  misrepieeentfttion,  it  may 
tsindiuitto  certain  other  charges 
collected,  with  great   in* 
ry,  hjr  ft  ieamed  and  right  hon.  gent, 
in  hi«  place,  but  who,  on  a 
had  fiivoored  the  House 


*Xn 


where  any  part  of  the  dis- 
'  the  cocmdl  of  Trent  has  been 
it  hea  been  in  consequence  of  a 
egvlailaon,  independently  of  the 
ity  etftheconncil. 
-  VsAw  thia  noestien  staled  more  at 
•ihw  am  mr  J.  H/a  '^  Substance  of  Ad- 

"    Fanider,  U0O. 
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with  the  resoH  of  his  elaborate  resiarchea 
into  general  councils  and  decretals,  atid 
has  recently  given  to  the  public  the  con- 
centration of  all  his  former  labours/  in  a 
work  intiiled,  "  The  nature  and  demands 
of  the  Irish  Roman  Catholics.''  The  at- 
tack therein  made  upon  the  administratioa 
whicn  he  honours  with  the  nnme  of  <*  the 
Talents,''  is  not  the  least  prominent  part 
of  his  work.  He  compliments  the  wisdont 
of  his  Majesty,  in  discovering  their  in-* 
triguee,  and  removing  them  from  bis  coun- 
cils, and  ''  thus  reining  the  nation  from 
their  machinations/'  addiiig  that,  thus  re*' 
moved,  "  they  fell  with  the  universal  exe* 
orations  of  every  good  subject  in  the  em« 

Eire !"— 4Ie  has,  however,  bmitted  to  stato 
ew  soon  it  happened  after  '« their  fall," 
that  his  right  bon.  fnend  the  Chancettbr  of 
the  Exehefuer,  who  now  presides  in  his 
Majesty's  coonciis,  and  to  whose  htnds^ 
as  himself  declared,  "  His  Majesty,  bound 
by  his  regard  for  the  establishments  and 
religion  of  his  country,  had  confided  the 
hdministraiion  of  his  affiiirs,  upon  -remov* 
ing  them  from  those  to  which  they  had 
lately  been  entrusted  :"^— how  soon  after 
that  removal,  he  had  invited  a  noble  krd^ 
at  the  head  of  that  so  execrated  adminis- 
tration, with  his  friend,  a  noble  earl,  to  re- 
sume their  seats  in  his  Majesty's  councils 
in  order  to  give  strength  and  stability  tn 
the  government !  The  learned  author  haa 
also  omitted  to  inform  us,  how  much  th4 
moro  recent  and  better  informed  opinions 
of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  ap- 
peared to  have  been  seconded   by  t(^at 
graceful  array  of  the  high  prelacy  of  thft 
church,  who  supported  the  election  of  the 
noble  lord  to  the  office  of  Chancellor  of 
the  most  ancient  seat  of  learning  and  re- 
ligion in  the  United  Kingdom.     « 

It  is  to  be  regretted,  that  the  strength  of 
the  learned  gent's  prejudice  has  not  yet 
yielded  to  the  force  of  such  bright  exam** 
pies  for  his  imitation.  But  we  will  stilt 
nope  for  his  support  of  measures  better 
suited  to  the  state  of  the  empire,  than  tho 
re-enactment  of  the  Anti-Catholic  crtmi<* 
nal  code.  We  know,  that  in  1 79S,  con- 
templating the  union,  he  has  recorded,  ia 
a  letter  to  the  right  hon.  mover  of  thn 
question  now  before  the  House,  his  opi- 
nion, "  that  were  we  one  people  with  the 
British  nation,  the  preponderance  of  the 
Protestant  body  in  the  whole  empire  would 
be  so  great,  that  all  rivalships  and  jea- 
lousies between  Protestants  and  Romanists 
would  cease  for  ever,  and  it  would  not  be 
P 
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irawtftg^  from  tbemjdle  not  screfjk  to  in' 
vite  toem,  in  the  last  resocrce,  to  the  post 
^danger*  Even  the  Catholic  Driest  is 
•ccasiokialiy  selected  to  acquit  ardousand 
bigh  cotikidentiBi  commissions^-involving 
g^eat  personal  risk  ami  delicacy  of  ma- 
Mgement.  The  defection  of  the  marquis 
de  Romana  from  the  cause  of  the  enemy, 
it  is  known,  was  prodaced  by  such  a  re- 
tort*. A  Catholic  priest  was  also  sent  by 
government  to  appease  the  mutineers  at 
•heNor6;  their  services  were  very  properly 
acknowledged,  as  the  well-known  father 
0'Lear3^s  had  been  at  an  antecedent  pe- 
riod in  Ireland.<«»>The  eulogies  pronounced 
wpon  the  latter  by  members  of  that  House 
ans  upon  record  :  and  no  man  had  ren- 
dered more  substantial  services  to  his 
codntry  in  the  hour  of  danger.  The  con- 
tinent for  many  years  had  opened  a  sreat 
field  for  the  exertions  of  this  class  ot  our 
proscribed  le)low*Rubjects ;  and  George 
the  second  is  said  to  have  exclaimed,  at 
f  he  battle  of  Detiingen,  where  he  had  occa- 
stoa  to  witness  their  valoor — "  Curse  on 
the  laws  that  deprive  me  of  the  aid  of  such 
subjects  1'^  With  all  the  resentment,  how- 
ever, which  we  oiay  suppose  to  be  insepa- 
rable from  a  high  spirit  of  honour,  when 
sorely 'Oppressed,  it  is  well  known,  that  in 
the  year  1745«  not  a  single  domiciliated 
Irishman  joined  the  standard  of  rebellion. 
Lord  Chesterfield  (then  lord-lieutenant) 
was  instructed  to  raise  4,000  additional 
troops,  for  the  defence  of  Ireland.  .He 
took  it  upon  himself  not  to  raise  a  single 
man ;  but»  on  the  contrary,  he  sent  four 
regiments  from  Ireland,  to  join  the  duke  of 
Cumberland.  Upon  his  return,  bemg 
asked  by  the  King,  whether  there  irere 
many  dangerous  Papists  in  Ireland,  he  re* 
|»lisd,  "  that  he  had  only  discovered  two, 
m  the  persons  of  two  habdsome  young 
ladies  of  the  name  of  Devereux,  who  had 
danced  at  the  caiftle,  on  his  Majesty's 
birth-night.''— This  head  mh^  be  closed 
yvith  an  observation  made  by  a  noble 
friend,  m^y  years  since,  in  reference  to 
the  condition  of  some  of  his  own  coantry^ 
men,  "  that  after  having  aerved  their 
cenatry  with  fidelitv  and  honour,  and 
after  having  bled  in  her  cause,  they  were 


*  The  rev.  J.  Robertson,  one  of  the  pro- 
fessors of  Idaynoeth,  was  aelectsd  for  this 
dflagnwni  service ;  «nd  the  rev.  ■  ■  > 
Flaoicdtty  a  fteman  Catholic  prieit,  was 
ant  from  Chsthani  ^  the  Nora  to  eadea^ 
voor  to  appease  the 


liat>le  to  be  rained  by  fines,  and  sali^t  to 
pnnifd&fneots  fit  only  £6r  felons." 

A  learned  gentlemaii,  in  .an  interesting 
eoUection  of  Memoirs*  recently  pubKshed, 
addressed  to  the  University  of  Oxford,  Juta 
asserted,  that  <«  the  provisions  of  the  mar- 
riage act  have  been  complied  with,  by  the 
Catholics,  without  objection/'  Sir  J.  H. 
could  not  agree  with  him  in  this  assertion, 
having  considereil  it  as  a  well-establisfaed 
fact,  that  the  provision  of  the  act,  by  which 
Catholics  are  obliged  to  submit  to  the 
marriage  ceremony  in  the  Protestant 
church,  has,  for  half  a.  century,  been  a 
subject  of  complaint  amongst  C&thirfics. 
and  particularly  of  their  clergy.  On  the 
known  principle  of  their  ohurah,  that  it  is 
unlawful  for  CaAholieato  join  in  acts  of  re* 
ligion,  or  in  any  sacred  nte,  with  others 
of  a  riififerent  communion,  the  late  Catho- 
lic bishop  Challoner  considered  himself 
bound  to  consult  Rome  on  the  snbject, 
and,  in  his  pastoral  instruction,  addressed 
to  his  clergy  in  the  London  district,""  in 
1759,  charged  them  to  cautioB  Catholics, 
as  much  as  possible,  against  going  to  the 
Protestant  church  to  obtain  the  sanction  of 
the  marriage  ceremony.  In  1791,  the  Ca« 
tholic  clergy  certainly  expressed  a  with 
to  obtain  redress  of  this  grievance;  they 
have  no  objection  to  be  placed  wider  re- 
strictions simitar  to  those  of  oar  marriage 
act.  In  speaking  upon  the  subject  aome 
years  since,  sir  J.  H.  then  observed,  that 
they  contended  only  that  the  sacramental 
essence  should  be  reserved  to  the  spiritoal 
primacy,  and  that  the  civil  eileets  should 
tvhoUy  be  regulated  by  the  civil  jurisdic- 
tion. Both  in  Ireland  f  ^^^  £ngland>  it 
is  of  great  importance  that  this  solemn 
contract  should  he  established  add  legalized 
by  some  uneouivocal  and  nnifbnn  act. 
Sir  J.  H.  could  venture'  to  assert,  that  all 
those  Ontholic  prelatea  with  whom  he  has 
efor  communicated,  woald  be  content  that 
a  registry  was  established  by  the  civil 
magistrate,  whieh  might  be  certified  and 
registered  at  the  general  courts  of  quarter 
sessions.  The  -Quaker,  and  even  the  Jew, 
are  by  a  provision  of  the  marriage  act  it- 
self, exempted  from  the  penalties  and  di»> 
abilities  imposed  by  it  on  olhersw  Some 
'■  -  •     •  -        ■       -         -     ■  — ' 

*  Memoira  of  the  Catholic  qoestibn,  by 
J.  F.  Dillon,  esq,  of  Lincoln Vlon,  baiv 
rister'*aulaiw. 

t  la  IMand  the  eeittficote  of  a  Roman 
CathoKc  priest  marrying  a  Catbelie  to  a 
Catholic  IS  admitted  at  evidenoa  lo.esfb- 


«5J 


MSL.  BBBATSa,  Mat  18,  »».— JbaMM  CaMk  PtAtaM. 


l«* 


irtiHen  hate  conteaded»  n  tt  bas  bton  «!>*- 
served,  that  tbd  disciflitie  of  the  emiticil 
•f  tWm  11  panmMint  in  Irelaiid.  Hie 
fact  it,  tlial,  lA  Iha  uvb-dieeeae  i»f  Dablnii 
Md  iA  the  dioceMs  of.  Mealh^  KiMare, 
Oiflory,  Fernet,  aftd  in  the  wardinate  of 
Galway,  cantaikiiitg  a  vait  mass  of  Caifae- 
\ke  popalatioii*  the  discipline  of  the  coun* 
cil  of  Trent  has  never  been  received*  and 
•f  course  has  no  canonical  operation  upon 
clandestine  nar riages.  The  regulations  of 
the  council  of  Treni  exact  the  presence  of 
the  parish  priest,  two  witnesses,  and  the 
eonkentof  parents  and  guardians  in  the 
case  oT  aMnority,  as  are  also  reqatred  by 
the  amtute  of  20th  €ea  11.  The  confee- 
^nenos  hi  that  raarriagef,  which,  under 
ceieain  ctrcoantances,  are  deemed  valid, 
in  each  of  the  dieceaes  that  have  been 
mentioned,  are  considered  asnuU  and  void, 
in  alt  those  districts  where  the  discipline 
of  the  council  of  Trent  hu  been  received : 
«*^Tbe  w4io)e  of  Great^Britain,  as  well  as^ 
France,  atands  in  the  predicament  of  those 
aix  dioeea^.*  Nothing  more  need  be 
aaad  to  atge  the  propriety  of  some  state 
proviflften,  in  concurrence  with  the  wish  of 
the  Roman  Catholic  clecgy,  on  this  point, 
to  remedy  what  camiot  but  be  considered 
aa  a  sermus  evil,  particularly  as  aiecting 
Ihn  descent  of  property  and  honours, 
wMeh  cannot  be  secured,  as  the  law  now 
ataoda,  wHhmit  a  violation  of  the  liberty  of 
Conscienoe.  It  shooM  indeed  have  been 
stated^  that»  within  certain  prohibited  de- 

C9,  a  dispensation  of  the  Pope  is  abso- 
ly  necessary ;  but,  by  the  statute,  of 
the  1 3th  of  £lia.  such  dispenmtton  exposes 
the  parties  receiving  it  to  the  penalties  of 
Ugh  trsason.f 

In  attempting  to  rescue  that  vast  class 
of  the  community  from  the  operation  pro* 
iluced  on  the  miblic  mind,  through  igno- 
nmce,  or  wilful  misrepresentation,  it  may 
be  proper  to  advert  to  certain  other  charges 
•gainst  tiiem  collected,  wiUi  great  in* 
dustry,  by  a  learned  and  right  hon.  gent., 
imt  at  preeent  in  hi4  place,  but  who,  on  a 
former  oceaaion^  had  fiivoured  the  House 


*  In  iVaRce>  where  any  part  of  the  dis- 
cipKne  of  the  council  of*  Trent  has  been 
received,  it  has  been  m  consequence  of  a 
national  regulation,  independently  of  the 
aulhevity  of  the  council. 

f  Vkie  thia  ooestion  stated  more  at 
length,  in  sir  J.  H.'s  **  Substance  of  Ad* 
ditaanal  Obaervatiena.*'    Fa«lder>  U9G. 

voi».  svii. 


with  the  result  <kf  his  elaborate  researchea 
into  general  councils  and  decretals,  and 
has  recently  given  to  the  public  the  con- 
centration of  all  his  former  labours,-  in  a 
work  intitled,  **  The  nature  and>d«manda 
of  the  Irish  Roman  Catholics."    The  at- 
tack therein  made  upon  the  administration 
which  he  honours  with  the  nnme  of  ***  the 
Talents,''  is  not  the  least  prominent  part 
of  his  work.    He  coroptiments  the  wisdom 
of  his  Majesty,  in  discovering  their  in- 
trigues, and  removing  them  from  hiscoun- 
oils,  aad  "  thus  resening  the  nation  from 
their  machinations/'  adding  that,  thus  r^ 
moved*  *'  they  fell  with  the  oniversal  exo* 
orations  of  every  good  subject  in  tlic  em- 
pire!"— He  has,  however,  tMbitted  tosuto 
how  soon  it  happened  after  *«  their  fall," 
that  his  right  hon.  friend  the  Chancettbr  of 
the  Exehe^er,  who  now  presides  in  hia 
Majesty's  councHs,  and  to  whose  hsnds^ 
as  himself  declared,  "  His  Majesty,  boun4 
by  his  regard  for  the  establishments  and 
religion  of  his  country,  had  confided  the 
administration  of  his  a&irs,  upon  remove 
iog  them  frem  those  to  which  they  had 
lately  been  entrusted  :"<— how  soon  afier 
that  removal,  he  had  invited  a  noble  lord> 
at  the  head  of  that  so  execrated  adminis^ 
tration,  with  his  friend,  a  noble  earl,  to  re- 
sume their  seats  in  his  Majesty's  councila 
in  order  to  give  strength  and  stability  tn 
the  government !  The  learned  author  haa 
also  omitted  to  inform  us,  bow  much  th* 
more  recent  and  better  informed  opinions 
of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  ap^ 
peered  to  have  been  seconded   by  tbal 
graceful  array  of  the  high  prelacy  of  th^ 
church,  who  supported  the  election  of  the 
noble  lord  to  the  office  of  Chancellor  oC 
the  most  ancient  seat  of  learning  and  re- 
ligion in  the  United  Kingdom.     . 

It  is  to  be  regretted,  that  the  strength  oC 
the  learned  gent's  prejudice  has  not  yet 
yielded  to  the  force  of  such  bright  exam«» 
pies  for  his  imitation.  But  we  will  stilt 
nope  for  his  support  of  measures  better 
suited  to  the  state  of  the  empire,  than  tho 
re-enactment  of  the  Anti*Catbolic  crimi« 
nal  code.  We  know,  that  in  17911,  con- 
templating the  union,  he  has  recorded,  ia 
a  letter  to  the  right  hon.  mover  of  tho 
question  now  before  the  House,  his  opi- 
nion, ^  that  were  we  one  people  with  the 
British  nation,  the  preponderance  of  thn 
Protestant  body  in  the  whole  empire  would 
be  so  great,  that  all  rivalships  and  jea* 
lousies  between  Protestants  and  Romanists 
woeld  cease  for  ever,  and  it  would  not  be 
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from  Dr.  Duigenan's  publtofttiohs,  anijU 
then  observed  that  the  Brkwh  and  Irishi 
CatboUc  subjectp  of  his  Majesty,  contend^ 


■eceasary  to  curb  Romanists  by  any  laws 
wbateter."* 

This  learned  writer  has  often  imputed 
to  his  Catholic  brethren,  that,"  they  are 
taught  that  all  engagemeiHs^  stjpukttions, 
or  agreements  with  heretics,  though  con- 
firmed by  oatb>  are,  with  the  oa^«  absolute 
nullUies;''  but  the  truth  of  this  impu- 
tation be  has  not  invariably  roaintaiuedj 
lor,  in  the  Irish  House  of  Commons  in 
1793,  the  oath  now  taken  by  the  Catho- 
lics, was  introduced  by  himself;  which 
oath,  was  founded  upon  the  letter  of  their 
own  declarations,  in  fact  identified  with 
them.  "  The  Catholics  have  been  charged 
(say»  the  learned  and  right  hon.  gent.,  on 
that  occasion)  *'  with  holding  tenets  injuri- 
ous to  tiie  social  compact,  by  which  states 
subsist.  The  belief  that  this  charge  was 
trucK  was  one  great  reason  for  not  entrusts 
ing  then^  with  power — their  declaration 
denies  the  charge — I  am  glad  they  do — ^I 
believe  tbem  to  be  honest  men— -and  de- 
sire '  they  will  swear  to  their  declara- 
tion !  I !     Admirable  consistency  ! 

The  act  of  the  33d  of  his  present  Ma- 
jtesty,  ch.  44,  has  u^ed  more  defined  terms, 
speaking  of  the  penalties  and  disabilities 
to  which  Catholics  are  subjected  by  the  8 
and  P  of  William  lU.  tlian  had  been  used 
m  any  other  act — ^the  preamble  states  that 
**  the  rigour  of  the  aforesaid  act,  at  the 
time  of  its  passing,  was  chiefly  judged  ex- 
pedient in  order  to  preservethe  govern- 
ment against  the  attempts  or  eftbrts  of 
those  persons,  who  then  did,  or  were  sup- 
posed to  acknowledge  the  temporal  supe- 
riority 6t  power  of  the  pope  or  see  of 
Rome,  which  is  contrary  to  and  inconsis- 
tent with  the  allegiance. of  the  subjects  of 
the  said  realm. ''>^—^The  preamble  ol'  the 
act  of  the  31st  of  the  present  reign,  had 
before  declared,  "  that  certain  principles 
bave  been  attributed  to -them  (the.  Catho- 
iiotf)  which  are  dangerous  to  society  and 
pivil  liberty,  and  which  they  are  willing 
to  disclaim/' 

Sir  J.  H.  here  read  f  sevei'al  passages 

*  Letter  of  Dr.  Duigenan  to  Mr.  Grat- 
tan,  1797. 

t  The  following  passages  are  extracted 
from  difie<eat  pubiications  of  the  right 
hon.  P.  Buigenan,  LL.D.'*— "I  ask  this 
author  (of  the  Case  of  Ireland  reconsi- 
dered), whether  he  can  produce  a  single 
instance  on  which  a  state^  having  sufficient 
exclude  all   traitors  from 
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would  be  the  case,  <  if  Romanists  in  Ire* 
land  were  admitted  into  the  Houses  of 
Lords  and  Commons.-^Shall  we  giTe 
voices,  in  the  supreme  legislative  as^mbly. 
to  those  who  are  taught  by  their  religion^ 
not  only  to  renounce  and  disobey,  but  ta 
vilify  and  traduce  the  supremacy  of  that 
legislature  ;  and  who  thus  allay  supejrsti-. 
tion  with  treason,  and,  as.it  were,  sanctify 
rebellion  ?''^Dr.  Duigenan's  ''Fair  Re* 
presentation  of  the  State  of  Ireland." 

1779. **  The  Romanists  of  this  day 

complain  of  the  laws  which  enjoin  \m 
taking  of  this  oath,  declaring  that  they 
cannot  in  conscience  take  it,  that  it  is  to 
them  an  exclusive  oath,  as  they  cannot  set 
in  parliament  without  taking  it ;  and  they, 
and  their  abettors  (among  whom  tn  this 
point  they  muster  all  the  Jacobins  in  the 
country,)  desire  to  bave  these  laws  re* 
pealed.  .  They  plead  thys  :  We  are  from 
conscience  traitors  to  our  country  ;  .we 
maintain  that  our  country  is  subject  to.  a 
fpreign  powto* ;  we  are  always,  ready  to 
support  the  authority  of  that  foreiga 
power  in  every  possible  way,  by  arms .  or 
otherwise,  and  to  bow  down  our  country 
to  its  authority  ;  we  therefore  demand  the 
repeal  of  the  laws  which  oblige  us  to 
swear  allegiance  to  the  constitutional 
governing  powers  of  our  country  :  it  will 
enable  us  .to  procure  seats  in  the  great 
supreme  council  of  the  nation ;  and  con- 
fer power  on  us  to  betray  the  independence 
of  our  country.  The  Pope  and  all  our 
divines  assure  us,  that  we  are  bound  In 
conscience  to  dosot  when  we  shall  procure 
power.  Pursuant  to  this  doctrine,  we  the 
Catholics,  will  endeavour  by  every  meant 
in  our. power,  to  free  ourselves  from  that 
usurpation;  and  ipray,  good  Protestant 
usurpers,  assist  us  in  doing  so  J  put  us  into 
a  capacity  of  efiectiug  it !  that  is,  of  be* 
traying  our  common  country  to  depend- 
ence and  slavery  !*— After  this  exposure 
of  the  present.  Romish  religious  principles, 
so  radically  hostile  to  the  temporal  go- 
vernment and  established  constitntion  of 
the  Briti)»h  empire  in  church  and  state,  of 
such  antiquity,  of  such  indisputable  autbo* 
rity,  and  of  such  recent  avowal,  let  the 
supporters  of  the  present  measure  inform 
the  House,  at  what  period*  and  by  what 
power  to  exclude  all  traitors  trom  its  public  authority,  did  the  Romish  church 
sovereignty,  voluntarily  called  them  to  or  ita  votaries  renounce  or  disavow  these 
the   exercise  of  supreme  power  ?    This    principles,  or  any  and  which  of  tbem«    It 
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ihftt  fQch  principles    as  are  ascribed  to 
them  in  those  passages,  were  nerer  held 
by  them,  nor  could  ever  be  held  consist- 
ently with  the  known  tenets  of  theirfaith 
and  discipline.    General  Councils  and  de* 
cretals  of  Popes  have  been  arrayed  against 
them  by   their  opponents,  to  prove  the 
charge  ; — to  this  they  plead  the  general 
issue,  **  not  guilty,"  and   specially   they 
|>lead,  that  an  exaoiination  of  those  coun- 
cils and  decretals,  combined  with  a  know- 
ledge of  the  extent  of  obligation  imposed 
-by  them  upon  Catholics,  and   with  the 
•evidence  of  the  conduct  of  Catholic  sub- 
jects in  the  most  trying  times,  ought  to  es- 
tablish their  fall  acquittal  from   such  a 
charge. 


4s  notorious  they  never  did." — ^Dr.  Doige- 
nan's  Speech  on  Mr.  Fox's  Motion .  Hatch- 
ard,  1805. 

The  decree  of  this  fourth  Lateran  coun- 
cil, that  all  engagement,  stipulations,  or 
agreements  with   heretics,  though    con- 
firmed by  oath,  are,  with  the  oath,  absolute 
nullities,  aftords  a  ^U  answer  to  a  specious 
argument  used  by  Romanists,  and  their 
abettors,  against  what  is  so  often,  and  with 
•o  roach  reason,  objected  to  them ;    that 
they  do  not  consider  themselves  as  bound 
by  oaths. — Again  ;    The  decrees  of  this 
council  (Lateran)  are  specially  recognized, 
acknowledged,  and  confirmed,  by  the  sob- 
aeqoent  general  councitaof  Basil,  Constance 
and  Trent;    they  are  warranted  by  the 
constant  practice  of  the  Romish  see,  ever 
dttce  their  promulgation;  they  are  declar* 
^,  by  all,  or  the  ^eat  majority  ot  the 
principal  Romish  divines,  to  be  infallible 
-authority  in  points  of  doctrine  or  morals. 
The  2eal  of  the  Talents'   ministry  to  ag- 
mndise  Popei^,  as  well  in  England  as  in 
Ireland,  at  length  ootran  their  policy  and 
discretion.    They  attempted,  with  great 
dexterity,  to  surprise  his  Majesty  into  ap- 
probation of  a  measure  of  dangerous  ten- 
dency to  the  Protestant  establishment  of 
the  empire,  to  wit,  to  enable  Romanists  to 
fill  the  highest  eommand  in  the  miliury 
force  of  the  empire,  as  well  by  land  as  by 
aea,  and  t6  proems  the  royal  assent  to  a 
bill  for  that  pmpose.    The  sagacity  of  his 
"Migesty  discove#ed  the  intrigue ;   he  re- 
probated the  measure,  as  a  meditated  in- 
Tasion  of  the  constitution,  he  was  as  much 
diasatisfied  vrith  the  mode  in  which  it  was 
conducted,  as  with  the  behaviour  of  the 
party,  when  they  were  detected,  which 
was  not  ver^  respectful  to  the  Sovereign, 
arho  immadialely  lemoifed'tlievi  from  his 


The  dispensing,*  and  consequently  th# 
deposing  doctrine,  are  also  prominent 
among  the  accusations  advanced  against 
the  Catholics ;  and  these  are  taught^  say 
their  adversaries,  by  the  Sd  and  4th  coun* 
cils  of  Lateran,  by  the  council  of  Constance* 
and  fully  recognised  by  the  Council  of 
Trent ;  the  last  general  council  constituting 
the  great  code  of  Catholic  faith  and  djs- 
cipltoe. 

To  enter  upon  the  detail  of  all  the 
charges  made  against  his  Catholic  fellow- 
subjects,  by  the  learned  and  right  hon« 
member  whose  opinions  have  just  beea 
noticed,  would  be  but  little  suited  to  the 
patience  of  the  House — it  is  tube  regretted 
that  he  hfiis  found  so  many  supporters  of 
his  erroneous  and  injurious  opinions 
among  that  venerable  class  of  society 
whose  educatiim  and  profession  must  ua« 
turally  lead  to  investigations,  which,  it 
were  to  be  wished,  had  produced  difierent 
results ;    and  it  is  to  be  regretted,  that 

councils    and    their    employments,    and 
rescued  the  nation  from  their  machinations. 
They  fell  with  the  universal  execration  of 
every    good  subject  in  the  empire,  and 
their  flim^  endeavours  afterwards  to  ex* 
cuse  or  extenuate  the  attempt,  were  re« 
ceived  with  derision.    The  Talents'  mini*- 
try,  discarded  in  the  manner  before-men« 
tioned,  and  now  forming  the  first,  or  tba 
aristocratic  class  of  malcontents,  deter- 
mined   to  redouble  its  exertions  in  en* 
couraging   the  claims  of  the  Irish  Ro» 
manists.— Irish    Romanists,    who     were 
most   numerc^ns    among    the   peasantry, 
had    procuvcd     considerable     infiuence;, 
as    forty-shilling  *  freeholders    in  coun* 
ty    elections,     issued    orders    to    their 
agents  in  Ireland,,  to  support  every  can- 
ditate  for  the  representation  of  a  county 
in  Ireland,  who  professed  himself  attached 
to  the  Romish  interest :   by  these  means 
they  procured  some  of  their  party  in  Ire* 
land  to  be  returned  members  of  the  impe» 
rial   Parliament,  and  such  men  were  by 
them  held  forth  as  Protestants,  thoush  ac- 
tually destitute  of  all  religion^! !'^— Dr. 
Duigenan's  -"  Nature  and  extent  of  the 
demands  of  the  Irish  Roman  Catholics 
fully  explained."     Stockdale,  Fall^Matl, 

*  It  is  not  contended  that  all  oaths  are 
of  eternal  obligation  :  the  sovereign  au- 
thority, in  every  state,  exercises  a  dis- 
pensing power,  when  it  has  a  legitimate 
aathority,  over  the  parties  or  over  the 
suk^jeci  of  Che  cmth  or  other  engagement. 
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such  charges  should  be  reileraiedk  uvder 
the  sanction  of  an  ass.ecDhly  which  mttst 
necessarily  give  great  weight  and  solem- 
iiity  to  the  accusation,  and  lAalerially  tend 
to  cQuoieract  the  endeavours  of  those  who 
have  soagbt,  in  the  spirit  of  legislated 
truth,  to  promote  the  prosperity  and 
atrength  of  all  hU  Majesty's  dominions, 
•by  assuring  *'  his  aabjects  of  s^ll.  denomi- 
nations the  bles!»ings  of  a  free  constilation, 
and  binding  them  to  each  other  by  mutual, 
interest  and  allection  *,'*. 

Although  nearly  the  whole  substance  of 
what  is  asserted  in  those  passages  might, 
without  meanlbg  any  personal  ofienve  to 
the  learned  author,  be  justly  aatwered  by 
the  simple  counter- assertion  "  it  is  not 
true';''  yet  as  the  charges  therein  made 
have  not  failed  to  excite  very  unfavoor- 
ahle  impressionF,  and   have  often  been 
cited  by  those  who  naturally  imagine  that 
the  iiuthor  must  have  had  great  advan- 
tages ol'  information,  it  becomes  a  duty  to 
this  House,  now  sitting  upon  a  petition 
BOecting  the  civil  rights  of  so  many  mil- 
lions of  our  fellow-subjects,  that  members 
having  the  means  should  resort  to  them, 
in  order  to  disabuse  the  minds  of  those 
Hvbo  have  given  credit  to  such  calumnies. 
It  is  painful  to  press  upon  the  attention 
of  the  House  such  a  frequent  recurrence 
to  thosie  antiquated  conncils ;  but  as  they 
constitute   the    great  engines  of   attack 
against  the  Catholic  claims,  we- ought  to 
examine  them  with  attention*  especially 
on  the  points  so  often  i*ecurred  to  in  the 
speeches  and  writings  of  the  learned  and 
jight  1ton>  gent.    It  is  of  importance  here 
to  consider  what  construction  is  given  to 
Aose  canons,  and  to  the  decretals  of  cer- 
tain Roman  Pontiffs,  by  the  states,  and  in- 
dividuals which  are  in  known  communion 
with  the  See  of  Rome,  and  above  all,  to 
ascertain  whether  the  See  of  Rome  heiw 
•elf  actually  holds  those  doctrines  which 
are   imputed  to  her:--we  shall  find  it 
otherwise. 

We  know  that  the  opinions  of  foreign 
universities  have  been  resorted  to,  at  the 
instance  of  Mr.  Pitt  :*-we  know  their  an- 
swers, but  the  learned  and  right  hon  gent, 
not  being  able  otherwise  to  combat  the 
refutation  thereby  so  decidedly  given 
to  his  own  assertions,  has  told  us,  m  his 
last  publication,  that  "  it  is  not  stated 
upon  what  authority  the  autkenttcily  of 
these  answers  depends,"  and  that  *'  they 
were  produced  and  published  by  a  Roman 

«  Preamble,  Irish  Act,  1778. 


priest  of  the  name  of  Hmey*  edoeatedk  in 
Spain*"  So  alse>  speaking  •f  ^  the  pno* 
eipks  of  Roman  Catholios  fran  the 
prayer-book,*',  which,  <<  he  admits,  i»  m 
general  use  among  the  Catholics  of  Iso> 
land ;"  he  considers  them  as  depeadiag 
'*  merely  on  the  authority  of  J>v.  Cop- 
pinger,  R.  C.  bishop  of  Cloyne. 

Ai  to  the  answers  of  the  six.  Catkalic 
universities,  namely  of  Louvaia^  Doamy, 
the  Sarbotme,  Aleahi,  ValladoJid,  and  So- 
lamanca,  they  have  been,  often  printed, 
and  their  valadity  rests  on  the  pegolar 
official  attestations  of  the  principal  of- 
ficers, which  were  all  verified  to  the  satia- 
faction  of  Mr.  Pitt :  and  sis  X-  H.  said, 
that  he  is  in  possession  of  the  original 
letters  of  tvFO  of  the  pielaies  vsho  preeored 
them.  .No  fact  can  have  been  better  aa- 
certaiped. 

With  respect  to  *^  the  principles  of  Cap- 
tholics"  en  this  subi^^ct,  restiag  on  the  au- 
thority of  Dr.  Coppinger,  it  is  well  known 
that  they  are  anaexed  te  a  work»  printed 
in  the  year  1682,  and  written  by  Gother, 
whose  merits  have  been  recogoised  by  the 
late  bishop  Law,  (of  Elphin.)  *'  The  Ca- 
tholics in  my  Diooese  (said  this  venerable 
prelate)  are  numetons )  I  know  I  eannot 
make  them  Protestant^  I  wish  to  make 
them  good  Catholics,  and  to  that  end,  I 
put  into  their  hands  the  works  of  Gothor, 
an  eminent  Roman  Cathplic  divine."^^ 
We  will  avail  ourselves  of  as  much  al 
least  of  JDr.  Coppinger's  repuhlieatieo 
of  Qother's  work*  iotitkd,  "  Calholk 
Pf  mciples,"  as  the  learned  gent,  has  ior 
advertently  admitted  into  k^  own  p^na* 
phlet. 

**  A*  foi*  ^^«  king-killiof  doctf ioei,  er 
murder  of  princes  excommuoieated  far 
heresy  (says  Gother,)  it  is  universally  ad^ 
mitted  in  the  Catbciio  chureh,  ana  es> 
pressly  so  declared,  in  the  coungilof  Cesir 
stance,  that  such  doctrUie  is  tmpioiis  and 
execrable,  beinff  contrary  to -the  knowp 
law^  of  God,  and  nature. 

"  it  is  also  a  fuadameotal  troth  io  mr 
religion^  that  no  power  oo  eaith  can  Mr 
cense  men  to  lie,  to  fiirawear,  or  periiM 
themselves,  to  massacre  theis  neighhmMS, 
or  destroy  their  native  oooqtry,  on  pre* 
tence  of  promotinc  the  Caiholio  causo  er 
religion.'  The  Catholics  are  houad  If 
aclmowledge,  at  least,  this  favour  done 
them  by  the  learned  and  right  hsm.  gent* 
in  admitting  this  saali  emtiact  from  tho 
comprehensive  and  strictly  lf>jf«l  wot|^ 
of  Gother. 

^  The  loariicd  gtat  ahsnihlaho  hn.lisl4 
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tiMifc  an  «ii«Hr«r  wiihr  10  the  om  gmm 
by  ibo  miifeffsitiet  m  ^88,  was  givm^ 
long  ago,  on  tbek  being  co«ifuked  by  Pbi- 
lip  II,  afUr  Ihedeatb  of  Sebastian,  kiiig 
«f  Poilugal,  wbeo  the  pope^  Paul  IV.,  in 
tbe  year  1580^  pretended  to  judge  of  his 
clatm  to  thai  kiagdpm :  ibey  ^hen  re> 
plied,  that  "  the  pope  hi4  no  right  to  ia- 
leifere,  sinee  it  wa4  a  mere  temporal 
concero,  and  was  not  mixed  with  any 
thing  satgeet  to  the  cogwance  of  the 
jpiritiial  coort.  For  the  regal  form  of  gor 
Ternroeiit  being  oace  adopted,  it  is  iiader- 
stood  to  be  the  prerosatire  of  kifigs  and 
of  their  successors,  tost  all  jorimctioa 
sbonld  be  in  their  bandib  aud  that  they 
should  not  be  judged  by  others/^* 

As  to  the  councils  of  La|er«n,  Con- 
stance, and  Baiil,«-*we  cannot,  in  candor, 
readily  see  what  connexion  tliey  have 
with  the  question  now  before  the  House, 
unless  it  be  contended,  that  modem  Ca* 
iholics  are  to  do  penance  for  the  senti- 
ments of  men  who  lived  four  or  five  cen- 
turies ago.  it  is,  Indeed,  said  of  the  Ca- 
tholics, thai  they  maintain  that  the  Catho- 
lic church  never  changes,  aod  if  those 
eeunciU  hold  those  doctrines,  they,  the 
Catholics,,  mufit  now  aUo  held  them. 
They  however  wUl  sayi  that  the  inference 
isBot  jost,  and  it  will  only  follow,  if  the 
premises  be  true,  that  those  are  in  error 
who  suppose  that  the  Catholic  doctrine  has 
Aot  changed. 

But  if  those  councils  must  be  pressed 
into  the  discussion,  it  mav  bes^id  tbatnci- 
iher  they,  noranytitlier,  ever  declared  that 
the  deposing  and  dispensing  doctrines  are 
parts  of  the  Catholic  faith  :  consequently, 
nil  Catholics  are  at  liberty  to  renounce 
them;  end  the  only  qoestion  must  be, 
whether  those  councils  did  actoaly  exer- 
cise or  vindicate  to  themselves  the  de- 
Msing  and  dbpensing  power  ?  It  is  well 
Juewn  indeed,  that  the  council  of  Con- 
■iance  deposed  three  popes,  though  this  is 
a  fact  which  the  karned  and  right  hen. 
gem.  haa  not  condescended  to  notice. 

In  which-evcr  way  this  be  determined, 
it  cannot  afiert  the  present  Catholics,  as 
ibey  do  not  acknowlege,  bat  have  en- 
pressly  renounced,  on  theiv  oaths,  the  ex- 
.isienee  of  such  powers  in  any  council, 
■sueh  less  in  any  pope.  We  will  net 
deny  that  some  of  these  conncik  did  as- 
flnae  mch  powers  in  a  certain  degree,  not 
bowovev  as  belonging  lo  them  es  oficio, 
but  as  eonforaeden  them  by  the  free  con- 
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9en^  of  the  temporal  authorities.  It  must  be 
recollected  that,  before  the  dismember* 
ment  of  the  empire,  the  emperors  frequent- 
ly enfoiTced  the  observance  of  the  ecclesiaat- 
tical  canons  by  temporal  Uvks,  and  aUo 
that,  after  (he  converaion  of  tlie  barba* 
reus  iiations,  U^eir  princes  did  frequently, 
in  dubious  cases  (particularly  those  of  0 
mixed  natiM'ey  partly  temporal,  and  partly 
spiritual,)  submit  themaelves  to  the  de* 
cisions  of  the  pontiffs,  and  reeoest  them  to 
confirqi^  tbetc  temporal  laws  by  the  spiri* 
tual  authority.  In  such  eases  (he  pope9 
certainly  di^  not  usurp  any  power,  sin^e 
it  was  ffeely  given  to  tnem« 

The  famous  decree  of  the  council  of 
Lateran,  so  much  objected  to,  will  be 
foutid  ^  9,  constitution  of  the  emperqr 
Frederick,  and  in  the  precise  words  of  the 
canon-*-though,  as  a  canon,  even  its  au- 
thenticity 19  called  in  question  by  the 
Catholic  bishop  Hay,  and  by  Collier  anifd 
other  Protestant  writers.  The  canoq, 
nevcrthelessi  appears  in  several  coUectious 
Oi  the  councils,  uor  i^  it  necessary  to  dis- 
pute it>  inasmuch  as  it  is  not  a  cauon  of 
faith,  nor  was  ever  comidered  a«  such  by 
any  Catholic* 

Those  counciU  may  all  be  considered  a/i 
gent* ral  parliameats  of  Christeudom,  the 
lords  temporal  and  spiritual  being  assem- 
bled, and  -almost  every  Christian  sove^ 
reign,  with  the  emperors  of  the  East,  and 
of  the  West,  being  present,  either  in  per- 
son or  by  representation.  On  those  occ^ 
sions,  the  temporal  princes  (and  it  must  be 
recollected,  too,  that  the  abbots  often  held 
great  temporal  sovereicnties)  often  ad- 
vised the  bishops  to  enforce  iheir  c^noAS 
with  the  threat  of  temporal  puui&hments* 
and  promised  to  see  that  such  threats  we^i'e 
executed.  It  is  well  kaown  the*  the  eq^- 
peror  Sigismond,  whos^  safe-conduct  to 
John  Huss,  the  council  of  Con^stance  is 
accused  of  h-ivtng  violated,  declared  in 
that  conncil,  that  if  Hus^  did  not  retr^t 
'*  himself  would  light  the  ^vtijL  fageot  at 
his  pilar 

The  assumption  of  •such  power  by  geo0- 
ral  councils  under  such  cir<;umstance9» 
cannot  therefore  be  said  to  be  uaurpation, 
as  it  was  only  aisomed  with  tl)e  cqnwtt 
of  the  civil  authorities  and  could  b4ve  9P 
eSbct  without  their  coocitrrence. 


■!r"»w 


^  The  distinction  hetwt^n  canons  qf 
faith  and  discipline^  and  the  relative  ob- 
ligation unpo%ed  by  them,  should  ever  be 
kept  in  vtew)  W  \^P  d^m^  ^  (to 
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To  shew  that  this  is  not  an  imaginary 
theory,  it  is  to  be  ohserred,  that  the  same 
doctrine  is  laid  dovrn  in  Che  first  of  the 
.    canons  that  inflict  or  rather  threaten  tern* 
poral  punishment,  namely,  the  last  canon 
of  the  third  council  of  Lateran:  It  begins 
i)y  stating,—"  Although  the  discipline  of 
the  church,  which  is  confined  to  the  exer- 
cise of  sacerdotal  jurisdiction,  does  not  in- 
flict sanguinary  punishments,  yet  it  is  as- 
sisted by    the   constitutions  of   catholic 
princes ;  so  that  men  may  often  have  re- 
course to  a  salutar}''  remedy;  when  they 
are  in  dread  of  some  corporeal  chastise- 
ment, &c/'    This  canon,  as  well  as  the 
3d  canon  of  the  4th  Lateran,  were  pub- 
lished among  the  imperial  constitutions, 
by  Frederick  II.  at  the  request  of  Hono- 
rius  in.  on  the  day  of  his  coronation :  a 
proof  that  the  pope  considered  them  as 
belonging  properly  to  the  civil    power. 
The  manner  in  which  the  deposition  of 
Kaymond  count  of  Thoulouse,  according 
to  the  3d  canon  of  the  ith  Lateran,  was 
e^cted^  claims  attention,   and  may   be 
urged  as  a  proof  that  that  canon  was  con- 
.  sidered  as  published  by  the  united  autho- 
rity of  the  church  and  the  state.    It  was 
done,   says  Risordus,  "  Innocentio   pro- 
curante,  ct  PhHippo  regc    conced^nte.*' 
Again,  the  chronicle  of  Tours,  describing 
the  petition  of  Amalric,  the  son  of  Simon 
Montfort,  for  the  restitution  of  the  county 
'to  him,  savs  he  produced  "  litteras  Inno- 
centii  et  Fhilippi,  in  quibus  continebantnr 
comitis  damnatio,  et  terrse  patri  suo  do- 
natio.^'     Here  we  see  that  both  powers 
coacnrred  to  the  execution  of  the  canon  :  I 
the  condemnation  of  the  count,  for  adher- 
'ing  to  the  heterodox  opinions  of  the  AI- 
bigenses,  belonged  to  the  pope,  bat  the 
'transfer  of  his  property,- to  the  king. 

This  general  answer  may  be'  given  with 
respect  to  the  councils,'  without  entering 
Into  any  discussions  about  the  particular 
canons.  A  mistake,  however,  is  frequently 
made  in  regard  to  the  ''Domini  princi- 
pales,"  in  the  third  canon  of  the  4th  Late- 
*ran :  Catholics  contend,  and  it  seems  with 
reason,  that  those  words  cannot  mean  so- 
*Tercigns,  as  is  of^en  supposed;  since,  they 
occur,  in  the  same  manner,  in  the  consti- 
tution of  Frederick  II.  which  could  only 
bind  his  own  vassals.  Thev  may  how- 
«vf  r  have  in  view  those  who  held  lands 
by  free  allodial  tenure,  and  acknowledged 
no  snperior  lord  of  the  soil.  ' 

It  is  fair  to*  note  alw  the  frequent  dis- 

^iirowal  of  these  doctrines  by  the  English 

Cattioliciy  not  only  lince  the  beginning  of 


the  last  century,  but  alsd,  in  the  yean 
1570,    1602,   I6(K),*  and  the  public  dis- 
avowal of  them  by  the  clergy  pf  France, 
particularly  in   1682,  since  which  year, 
every   candidate  for  theological  degrees 
graduating  in  any  university,  matntaiht 
his  public  disavowal  of  them.*^    It  is  not  to 
be  expected   that  we  should  meet  wiili 
many  disavowals  of  them  by  the  popes 
themselves;   it  is  sufficient  that  they  have 
been  long  silent  on  the  subject.     Their 
silence  is  a  proof  that  the  catholics  will 
not  admit  of  such  pretensions.    This  was 
sufficiently  shewn  in  the  inefficiency  of 
tire  sentences  of  deposition  issued  by  the 
popes  against  Henry  VIII.  and  £Uzabetb. 
Notwithstanding  these  bulls,  every  Catho- 
lic prince  in  Europe  admitted  them  to  be 
legitimate  sovereigns.     We  have  only  to 
advert  to  the  conductfof  the  subjects  of 
those  princes,  at  the  si^me  period*  when 
nine-tenths  of  the  population  of  thvir  do-, 
minions   were,  probably,  of  the  Roman 
catholic  communion. 

Lord  Bacon,  in  his  life  of  Henry  VII. 
savs,  he  added  among  his  titles  that  of 
"  The  sanction  or  approbation  of  the  so- 
vereign pontiff,'' as  his  successor  did  that 
of  "defender  of  the  faith."  If  princes 
aHowed  this  power  to  the  See  of  Rome,  no 
wonder  it  was  accepted :  nor  is  it  any 
wonder  that  individual  pontic  sometimes 
have- abused  it.  We  know  that  the  dis- 
pensing power  has  been  assumed  and  ex* 
ercised  by  some  of  our  monarchs,  in  the 
face  of  the  law  of  the  land. 

In  Caron's  Remonstrantia  Hibernorom^ 
published  in  1G05,  will  be  found  adecla- 
ration  signed  by  mo^t  of  the  deposed  Ca- 
tholic bishops  and  abbots,  soon  after  the 
bull  of  pope  Pius,  declaring,  '<  that  not- 
withstanding that  bolif  or  any  other  bull 
that  might  be  issued,  they  held  Eticabeth 
for  lawful  queen  of  England.''  Caron  re- 
fers for  collateral  proof  to  Burleigh,  in  his 


*  Vide  Dodd's  Chorch  History. 

t  On  this  subject  it  will  be  inteHstting 
to  refer  to  the  arguments  and  examples 
cited  in  "Gil  low's  Principles  of  Allegiance 
illustrated,"  printed  at  Newcastle,  1807; 
who  takes  as  his  motto  the  following  pas- 
sage from  "Clarendon's  history  of  thp 
Irish  Rebellion  :"— '<  Avi^ay  then  with  the 
antichristian  spirit  of  defending  what  has 
been  done  amiss,  only  because  it  hatb 
been  done,  and  of  discrediting  the  catho- 
lic religion,  as  if  it  woold  not  sofier  its 
children  to  be  dutiful  and  loyal  tobleets 
to  protealant  kings- and  princea.'^ 
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book,  "  *£tecutiwi  for  Treason/'  and  alsd 
to  the  '*  CnthoUc  Ap»ok>gy ;"  which,  sir  J. 
H.  observed,  he  had  brought  with  him  to 
the  Housis,  in  the  persuasiooi  that  if  a 
learofd  and  ri^t  honourable  member  had 
been  present,  he  should  have  found  abun* 
daiit  use  for  it.  The  copy  was  printed  at 
Douayjn  1604. 

An  adjuration  of  the  date  of  \660,  is 
a]so  found  in  the  same  work  of  Caron, 
which  says :— - 

"  ]  swear#  that  notwithstanding  apy  de- 
claration or  sentence  of  excomo)onication 
or  privation— notwithstanding  any  abso- 
lution of  his  subjects  from  their  fidelity,  I 
will  pay  true  fidelity  to  his  Majesty,  and, 
to  the  best  of  my  power,  will  defend  him, 
against  all  conspiracies,  &c.— moreover, 
I  swear  that  from  my  heart  I  do  abhor  and 
detest  that  doctrine  as  erroneous  and  he- 
retical, that  princes  may,  on  any  pretext  be 
put  to  death  by  their  subjects, or  by  others/' 

A  declaration  of  10O2,  signed  by  thir- 
teen missionary  priests,  in  Dodd's  church 
history,  is  of  the  same  tenor ;  and  it  is  re- 
markable that  the  first  person,  whose  sig- 
nature appears  to  it.  Dr.  Wm.  Bisiiop,  was 
ikhe  first  lioman  catholic  bishop  appointed, 
in  this  kingdom,  by  the  see  of  Rome,  afier 
the  reformation.  The  dying  speeches  of 
lord  Stafford  and  the  others  who  suffered 
fo^r  Oates's  conspiracy,  collected  in  Dodd's 
history,  attest  the  same  principles.  It 
may  be  said  that  Dodd  was  a  catholic 
writer;  the  inference  will  only  be  the 
stronger  in  favour  of  principles  which  he 
has  taken  so  much  pains  to  uphold  and 
Circulate. 

Sir  J.  H.  here  read  the  following  ex* 
tract  of  lord  btafibfd's  speech  on  the  scaf- 
fold, on  the  29th  of  December,  1680.'^ 
*'  I  have  no  reason  to  be.  ashamed  of  my 
religion ;  for  it  teacheth  nothing  but  the 
right  worship  of  God,-*obedience  to  the 
king,  and  due  subordination  to  the  tem- 
poral laws  of  the  kingdom." — "  And 
whereas  it  has  been  so  much  and  so  often 
objected,  thai  the  chufch  holds  that  so- 
Tereign  prince^  .excommunicated  by  the 
pope,  may,  by  tbeir  subjects,  be  deposed 
or  murdered ; — as  to  the  murder  of  pnnoes, 
I  have  been  taught,  as  a  matter  of  faith, 
ia the  Catholic  church,  that  such  doctrine 
ts  diabolical,  hotrid,  detestable,  and  con- 
trary to  the  law  of,  God,  nature,  and  oa- 
iionSi^—As  for  the  doctrine  of  deposing 
princes,  I  koowr  that  some  divines  of 
the  Catholic  Church  bold  it,  but  as  able 
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and,as  learnedas  they  have  written  against 
it.  '  Wherefore,  1  do  here,  on  my  consci- 
ence,  declare,  that  it  is  my  true  and  real 
judgment,  that  the  same  doctrine  of  cle« 
polling  kings,  is  contrary  to  the  funda-  ^ 
mental  laws  of  this  kingdom,  injurious  to 
the  sovereign  powers,  and  consequently, 
in  me,  would  be,  or  in  any  other  of  his 
Majesty's  subjects,  impious  and  damna- 
ble."—" It  is  much  reported  of  indul- 
gences, dispensations,  and  pardons,  to 
murder,  rebel,  lie,  forswear,  and  commit 
such  other  crimes  held  and  given  in  tho 
church.-^  do  here  process,  in  the  pre- 
sence of  God,  I  never  learned,  believed* 
or  preached  any  such  thing,  but  the  con- 
trary, and  I  speak  th.s  without  equivoca- 
tion or  reservation  whatever.'*^" 

Lord  Stafibrd,  in  his  speech,  also  allud* 
ed  to  a  letter  on  catholic  principles* 
(which  was  afterwards  printed  in  1683.) 
It  says—"  If  a  general  council,  much  lean 
a  papal  consittory,  should  undertake  to 
depose  a  king,  and  absolve  his  subjecta 
from  their  attegiauce,  no  catholic,  as  ca« 
tholic,  is  bound  to  submit  to  such  decree: 
nor  do  catholics,  as  ca^olics,  believe  tha( 
the  pope  has  any  direct  or  indirect  autho- 
rity over  the  temporal  power  and  jurisdic* 
tion  of  princes." 

In  the  same  collection,  said  sir  J.  H.« 
are  found  the  dying -speeches  of  most  of 
those  executed  in  consequence  of  Oates'a 
perjuries,  and  other  actual  or  supposed 
plots.— -They  all  breathe  the  same  doc- 
trines, and  it  may  be  fairly  inferred,  that 
such  were  not  only  tbeir  doctrines  and 
opinions,  held  by  the  unfortunate  sufferers 
themselves,  but  of  the  priesu  who  attend- 
ed them  at  the  hour  of  deaths  and  whoso 
influence,  if  we  are  to  believe  all  that  is 
ascribed  to  them,  is  beyond  all  bounds  of 
imagination. 

It  is  impossible,  on  the  present  occasion, 
to  pass  over  a  recent  publication  of  a  work, 
entitled;  "  Occasional  Essays  on  various 
subjects," — comprehending  various  trac*ts 
originally  published  in  the  reigns  of  Eii^* 
sabeth,  Charles  1,  and  Charles  II.  &c. 
without  noticing  two  of  those  tracts,  to 
which  it  is  astonishing  that  any  person  of 
candour  and  liberality  cUn  assist  m  giving 

*  This  extract  of  lord  Stafibrd's  speech 
has  been  collated,  since  tha  first  edittoQ» 
with  an  original  copy  struck  off  on  the  day 
of  his  execution ;  now  iu  the  possession  of 
sir  George  Jerningham,  bart.  whose  claim 
to  the  peerage  of  Su&rd  is  oow  befiwe 
the  House  of  Lords* 
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^orrency.  The  editor  isweil  knowfi  to 
be  an  eteitient  and  learned  |;entlenian, 
deservedly  iti  tlve  btgheat  estimation  of 
his  fHevf^j  ftiid  it  muA  e?er  be  deahrable 
that  Hie  Coma  Amci$  /  should  be  coupled 
with  the  JPatruB  idaneta ! 

The  %m  of  these  tract,  is  styled,  '<  The 
Papist's  bWmdy  Oath  of  Secrecy/* — given 
by  W.  Rushton  to*  one  Robert  Boiron,  2 
Feb.  ]676'>7.«^Bolron  is  stated  to  have 
been  sworn,  *'  to  defend  the  pope^s  right 
against  the  now  pretended  Icing  of  £ng* 
land,  to  renounce  all  allegiance  to  him,  to 
root  oet  the  Pitrtestant  doctrine,  &e.  Ike" 
It  is  followed  t)y  relating^  that  a  priest, 
by  the  name  of  Thwing,  (a  nephew  of  sir 
Thomas  Gascoigtte,)  and  Rushton,  another 
priest^  swore  Bolron  mider  this  oath,  and 
that  the  object  was  to  bring  the  then  duke 
cf  York  to  the  crown,  that  he  went  to 
Confession,  swofe  the  oath,  «nd  received 
thesacmmenftk 

In  Jfanoai^,  1679,  eit  Thomas  Gas« 
coigne.  in  int  85th  year  of  his  aee,  was 
trkd  for  Higti  Treason  On  the  evi&nce  of 
this  BoHxm  and  one  Mowbray  :  both  of 
them  were  Papists  who  had  abjured. — 
Afitfr  k  trial  in  vfiMi  the  judges  appear 
to  hav«  WeH  secoHnded*  the  efltorts  of  the 
witnesses,  sir  Thomas  Gascoigne  was 
atqgkted.  It  appeared  on  the  trial, 
that  both  Boh*on  and  Mowbray  had 
defi-aeded  sir  T.  O.  and  were  not  to  be 
credited. — k  is  remarkable  upon  this  trial, 
(which  is  found  in  the  Slate  Triah,)  that 
Bokafci  say9  -not  a  word  of  this  oath.  The 
Chi^f  jostiice  asked  Mowbray,  *'  Whether 
he  took  the  oath  of  secrecy  >  and  what  it 
wM?-^Mowbray  angered,  thM ^'Rush- 
Ion  reserved  the  sacrament  forme,  and 
swore  me  by  it,  that  I  shoold  be  fUthfiil 
and  secret,  and  not  to  reveal  any  discourse 
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I  was  >rivy  lo^^^Not  a  word  of  tMl 
bloody  oath*— but  a  «mi«  oath  of  wehct* 
—In  July  1680,  Thwing  was  brongbt  to 
trial,  and,  on  the  evidence  of  these  aailM 
men,  perjnred  and  discredited  as  they  bad 
been  on  the  former  trial,  was  oontittisd 
and  executed.«-Lord  Stafibrd^  was  ar«> 
raigned  on  the  SOth  of  November,  and 
executed  on  the  S9th  of  December,  1680: 
the  feelings  of  the  pubttc  were  sironglir 
in  favour  of  the  prisoner ;  and  on  the  I  Ota 
of  December,  1680^  while  the  axe  was 
suspended,  as  it  were  over  the  hea«l  of 
this  unfortunate  nobleman,  the  Howe  of 
Commons  ordered,  by  a  rote,  the  printing 
and  publishing  of  this  ''  bloody  oath' 
which  contains  the  internal  evidenoe  of 
fabrication,  and  could  impose  onlynpov 
such  as  are  among  the  lowest  and  laoat 
ignorant  classes  of  society. 

The  other  tract,  •*  Rome  the  great  Cos>- 
tom  House  of  Sin,"  follows  :■  "  >  mans 
of  the  most  (ftupid  and  ignorant  fabrication, 
built  on  the  Taxss  CancoilarisB  Romansa,''* 
and  assigning  tbr  prices  of  paMlons,  tor 
ofiimces  not   to    be   named  !««-the  aioei 


*  Oldmixon^^a  history  not  very  observ- 
ant of  accuracy  in  details  adverse  to  the 
Catfaolics-^speakingof  the  conduct  of  the 
judges  on  the  tHah  of  the  persons  accused 
by  Gates,  ^.,  has  the  candour  to  admit 
— ••  That  the  court  began  to  grow  weary 
of  indulging  the  asealous  Protestants  in  the 
(prosecution  of  the  plot :  and  it  was  inti* 
Mated  to  Serogg»>  the  cht«f  justice,  that 
be  must  abate  of  his  fary  if  he  booed  for 
fiivoor ;  and  we  shall  find  that  ne  wilt 
change  his  tone  in  the  trial  of  sir  Gt  orge 
Dukeman,  and  turn  his  rage  against  the 
Vitnesses  which  he  had  hitherto  rery  in- 
humanly employed  agamst  the  criminals." 
*^ldniiMn»  Hist,  of  the  8tiiart%  toI.  i. 
p.  ^^^. 
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*  The  Roman  Chancery  is  a  npiritual 
court  which  has  co^piiaance  of  the  colla- 
tion of  benefices ;  dispensations  from  ca- 
nonical impediments  of  flMUrriage ;  and 
absolutions  from  canonical  oensaKs  in- 
curred by  scandalous  crimes,  but  in  no 
case  of  absolntions  fi^m  sin.  The  caaiMs 
of  tbe  established  church,  of  19441,  pio- 
vide  also  **  the  commutation  of  anv  pe- 
nance, in  the  wbole  pr  in  patt^-and  ibal 
the  monies  received  for  such  conmiOtation 
be  disposed  of  to  charitable  and  public 
uaes." — The  absolutions  o/  the  Robmd 
Chancery  are  styled  in  fitro  txitm^  as 
ihey  regard  only  tbe  remission  of  pnnish- 
menta  inflicted  by  the  canona,  or  tbe  re* 
moral  of  ecdesiastical  disabilities  incurs 
red.  Fees  are  required  by  tbe  officers  who 
transact  tbe  business  of  the  court— but 
these  are  not  the  price  of  ain,  or  of  the 
absolution  granted,  any  moib  thaa  the  fee 
paid  to  the  derk  of*^  a  magistrate  who 
administers  an  oath,  is  t6  beconsideic8<l  aa 
the  price  of  the  oath .  The  feea  are  fbr  the 
expedition  of  the  biisSnesa,  and  for  the 
support  of  the  officeia  of  the  coait**^ 
Mulcts  or  fines  are  sometimes  imposed  by 
the  Roman  Chancery,  for  ehariCablo'  uaeis 
on  those  who  obtain  dispensslioiis,  by 
way.  of  satis6iciion  or  i«straiDt.-^To  a^ 
tempt  a  aeriooa  refutaikm  of  the  smpos* 
lure  of  the  above  noted  tract,  ia  loode» 
a  paaanoa  ta  ba  impaasd* 
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dfeliilf«  |MfU  of  Ad  Mcttf  M«  awrlted 
by  lh«'  N.  B.  of  the  tdim^  Wbom  dMe  can- 
HOC  bmtiegiret  fo  letf  fh«fs  oarried  sirfty 
by  tl»  AoUt  Mite  And  TAljgar  fates.  The 
-Wgiiry  hmtftr  to  toeieiy  oiifit  be  mat, 
and  Um  ^HifB>  €«8t»  by  the  repobltca. 
fion^  upon  MMia  of  Uie  inotl  ilMtiikgvfobed 
-fiifliiliaa  in  Yorkshire,  is  not  of  Itgnt  eon- 
•Mki«tk»f.^-«The  learned  editor^  howetar, 
hm  dbcoveMd  titet  he  is  fio  enemr  to  the 
disMisittg  power,  when  exercised  1^  die 
legislatore  ;  tot  he  proposes  a  bUI  to 
anablo  Samau  CathoHc  bishops  and  priests 
fD  marry,  said  lo  legitimate  their  chifldren, 
any  oaths»  tows*  8lc.  to  the  contrary  not- 
Srithscandiiff^  \"* 

Im  an  sSMient  book,  intilled  "  La  Gran- 
•dear  da  Ms  tiofs  eS  de  lear  SodferaWie 
Fafissance/'  the  only  one  be  had  ef>er 
seen,  and  which  sir  J.  H.  said  was  in  his 
poisasiion,  waa  a  decretal  epistle  of  Inno- 
cant  III.  who  presided  at  the  fourth  Late- 
-ran  cavmcil,  and  of  course  was  most  com- 
(patent  to  interpret  the  decrees,  which  his 
sncaenor  and  relation,  Gregory  iX,  al- 
ways asserted  ware  of  innocent's  own 
coaapflailioa.  This  decretal  is  addressed 
lo  -NoUa  V.  da  Montpalier,  and  printed 
in  Spain,  in  1576. 

«  As  rtia  king  (it  is  obaanred)  is  inMor 
•St  na  In  spirituals;  so  you  are  subject  to 
vein  tampurals,  as  wall  as  in  spiritoals, 
in  conaaquence  of  a  part  of  the  territory 
whieb  too  hold  of  the  chnvch  of  Maga- 
iane,  wnich  acknowledges  the  see  of  Sbme, 
as  lis  laid/'  Again;  'fAs  the  king  ae- 
JmowMgaa  no  aapanor  in  fsmponris,'' 
km.  Ibc  $  also,  "  Wa  wonld  not  prejadiee 
the  right  of  an^r  other ;  nor  usurp  an  an- 
ahorisjr  which  is  not  oar  doe,  well  know- 
ing tMt  Cbriss  has  said,  <  Render  vnto 
CsBsar,'  kc.''  The  compiler  then  re- 
smnIbs,  that  '« this  decretal  of  the  Great 
Innooeaa  HL  ta  of  high  aatbemiicity,  as  it 
recognises  the  king  to  be  paramount  in 
tempoittls,  and  that  the  sense  is  clear  and 
Ihe  words  precise/'  The  same  Pope,  in 
another  decrassl^  (the  collection  of  An- 
loine  Aognstm,)  speaking  of  France,  says, 
'*We  will  not  judge  of  the  king's  fief;  it 
ss  she  Iring  who  la  to  judge,'^  4te.  Sit. 
The  author  then  dees  tbe  authorities  often 
popes,  haldihg  the  aame  langoage,  of  ge- 


*  Vide  a  propoaed  act  of  parliament  lor 
-dm  ffegiriation  of  the  governmenl  of 
Cannda.  Pvimod  In  the  same  tohMw  of 
Wi€is.-«-<WhttOi  fleet  Stitet.) 

vaa«  saw. 


neiral  and  pros hMial  ooonells  of  ▼arions 
sUtes,'of  the  ihth«r)s  of  the  -cborehb  ^c; 
and  brings  hb  work  dawn  to  the  attit  of 
parliament,  sitting  at  Tburs,  eondemnisq; 
certain  edida  of  Qrsgory  XIV.,  and  pso* 
nooncing  that  Pope  labe  an  enemy  to  the 
peace  ami  onion  of  the  Church/' 

Sir  J.  H.  then  mora  particolarly  ad« 
▼arttod  So  she  varlons  declarations  and  ad- 
jurationa  of  the  Catholic  sobjeatir  of  tibis 
^afm,  from  the  perhxi  of  the  raftnmatioir 
to  tha  present  day^  diaclaiminc  aN  the  te- 
nets now  objected  to  them :  no  refeitad 
agahy  to  the  aaswera  of  the  sin  nowersl- 
tses  which  had  been  puscured  at  tbe  in- 
slanee  of  Mr.  Pitt  He  also  observed, 
that  it  was  of  great  Importance  So  refer  to 
the  "  Tractates  de  Kccieshi,"  or  Class 
Book  of  the  Theological  Students  at  May- 
Aooth  College;  in  which  all  tho  obnox- 
ious doctrines  impated  to  Catholics,  are 
distinctly  disclaimed  and  reprobated.  The 
last  and  not  the  least  impreaslTe  authority 
be  should  new  qoote,  is  that  of  the  late 
Pope  ,Pi«s  VL  addressed  to  the  Roman 
Catholic  Bishops  of  Ireland,  1791.  ^  In 
this  controversy,  (says  the  Sea  of  Ropie,) 
a  most^  accurate  discrimination  should  be 
made  between  the  genuine  rights  of  the 
Aposlolieal  See,  and  those  that  are  im- 
puted to  it  by  innovators  of  this  age,  for 
the  purpose  of  calomniation.  The  8ae  of 
Rome  never  taught,  that  (aith  ia  not  to  ba 
kept  with  the  heterodox ;  that  an  oath  to 
kings  separated  from  Catholic  communion 
tan  be  Violated  t  that  it  is  UcwM  for  the 
bishop  of  Rome  to  invade  their  temporal 
rights  and  dominions*  We  too  consider 
an  attempt  or  design  against  the  life  of 
kings  ano  princes,  even  under  the  pretext 
of  religion,  as  an  horrid  and  detestable 
erime/" 

Sir  J.  H.  observed,  that  with  these  quo-' 
tations  from  irrefragable  documents,  esta- 
blishing, at  different  epochs,  the  onilbrmt- 
ty  of  the  principles  or  the  Roman  Catho- 
Itcsi  he  should  leave  it  to  the  House  to  de- 
cide between  tbe  assertions  of  the  learned 
civilian,  and  the  weight  of  those  authori- 
ties, as  afiecting  the  great  causa  now  be- 
fore them.  It  is  admitted  that  tbe  charges 
against  them  do  not  rest  on  the  individual 
authority  of  the  learned  civilian :  He  has 
found  many  supporters,  of  all  classes  and 
condkiona^^many  men»many  women,  and 
many  children — and  perhaps  the  last  have 
most  reason  on  their  side  in  favour  of  their 
prejudices,  as  the  loss  of  tlieir  annual  bon- 
fire, in  the  rubricated  orgies  of  the  5th  of 
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November,  would  Mtorally  be  a  source 
of  much  infantile  chagrin  !^ 

Much  more  might  be  urged,  and  indeed 
ought  to  have  been  urged,  but  sir  J.  H. 
Baidy  he  could  not  but  perceive  that  the 
disposition  of  the  House,  at  that  late  hour, 
was  little  suited  to  such  details.  In  a 
committee,  the  question  certainly  could 
^ave  been  better  discussed^  but  he  feared 
there  was  but  little  chance,  that  such  a 
committee  woutd  be  acceded  to.  Sir  J. 
H.  s^id^  he  had  spoken  with  frankness, 
and  tbouffh  bis  own  labours  in  the  cause, 
seemed>  irom  what  he  had  lately  heard,  to 
be  less  valued  by  his  friends  on  the  other 
side  of  the  water,  than  they  had  been  at  a 
former  period,  he  was  not  less  disposed 
to  serve  them— not  from  its  being  ab- 

*.  In  the  ^'  Protestant  Catechism,  shew- 
ing the  Papal  errors  of  the  Church  of 
Borne,"  printed  by  order  of  the  Incorpo- 
rated Society  in  Dublin,  for  promotinK 
English  Protestant  Schools  in  Ireland,  8th 
.  edition,  is  found  this  question :  Q,  How  do 
Uie  Papists  treat  those  whom  they  call  he- 
retics ?— ^.  They  hold  that  faith  is  not  to 
be  kept  with  heretics,  and  that  the  Pope 
can  absolve  subjects  from  their  oaths  of  al- 
legiance to  their  sovereigns.— In  the  same 
train  of  misrepresentation  are  compiled 
some  of  the  little  tracts  of  the  Sunday- 
School  Union  Society;  particularly  one, 
intitled  "The  Powder  Plot;"  in  which, 
Mr.  Wickli£fe  teaches  the  history  of  the 
Fifth  of  November;  commemorating  ''The 
desperate  attempt  of  the  Catholics  to  estap 
blisn  Popery  again ;"  and,  in  various  pas- 
sages, misrepresenting  the  religious  tenets, 
and  reprobating  the  moral  principles  of 
Catholics. 

To  the  sentiments  and  eflbrts  of  such 
misjudging  supporters  of  our  Establish- 
ment, may  be  well  opposed  the  better 
regulated  opinions  oi  an  enlightened 
Statesman,  whose  recent  loss  to  his  friends 
and  his  country,  and  at  such  a  crisis,  can 
tiever  be  sufficiently  deplored ! 

Bxiraci  qf  a  Letter  from  the  right  htm.  W. 
Whdham,  to  sir  J,  C.  Hippid^^  hart, 
previous  to  the  iAate  on  the  Catholic 
Question,  1808. 

"  The  short  argument  is,  that  in  this,  as 
in  other  cases,  you  must  chuse  between 
opposite  dangers;  and  that  the  danger  to 
be  apprehended  from  leaving  the  Catho- 
lics of  Ireland  in  their  present  state,  is 
greater  than  any  that  can  be'sopposed  to 
arise,  in  whatever  length  of  time^  out  of 


stniGtedly  the  cause  of  the  CptbolicB,  bot 
as  it  was  the  cause  of  the  empire,  "  the 
union  of  all,"  as  the  legislature  itself  pro- 
nounced it,  "  in  the  bonds  of  reciprocal 
interests  and  affection."  To  the  Catholic 
and  Protestant  bigdt  he  felt  himself  equal- 
ly indisposed;  and  he  recommended  to 
many  Catholics  to  desistfrom  their  flip- 
pant, ill-directed  attacks  on  their  firmest 
friends,  and  not  out^strip  their  adversaries 
in  the  race  of  calumny  :  the^  had  to  com* 
bat  the  honest  prejudices  of  a  great  peo- 
ple, the  early  impressions  of  youth,  and 
the  force  of  inconsiderate  zeal,  as  well  as 
the  timidity  and  defect  of  information  in  a 
great  portion  of  their  fellow-subjects.  It 
was  a  melancholy  truth,  that  the  best  in- 
formed on  other  subjects,  philosophers 
and  statesmen,  were  often  most  ignorant 

the  increase  of  their  present  privileges.  If 
the  Church  be  necessary  to  the  State  (as  it 
is),  the  State  must  be  acknowledged  to  be 
eoually  necessary  to  the  Church;  and 
what  is  to  become  of  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land, should  England  itself  be  lost?  or  how 
shall  England  be  maintained,  if  the  French 
should  seta  permanent  footing  in  Ireland  ? 
The  condition  of  Ireland  is,  for  the  greater 
part  of  its  population,  that  of  a  sort  of 
semi-barbarism :  which  not  only  keepe 
that  country  in  a  depressed  state,  d«» 
prived,  for  the  greater  part,  of  those  ad* 
vantages,  which  nature  seems  to  have  in- 
tended for  it ;  but  renders  it,  in  the  pre- 
sent circumstances  of  the  world,  a  source 
of  continued  and  imminent  danger  to  as. 
This  depressed  and  disordered  state  seems 
to  have  been  altogether  produced,  by  the 
system  of  laws  and  government  adoptad 
originally,  perhaps  necessarily,  but  since 
continued  unnecessarily.  With  respect 
to  the  Catholics ;  without  converting  them, 
the  only  operation  of  these  laws  has  been 
to  brutalize  and  barbarize  them,  rendering 
them  at  the  same  time  onr  enemies.  Of 
these  laws,  the  greater  part  have,  durioc 
the  present  reign,  been  repealed;  and, 
upon  the  principle,  as  also  with  a  view  to 
to  convey  to  the  Catholics  the  real  and 
practical  benefit  of  what  has  already  been 
done  for  them,  it  would  be  right,  in  my 
opinion,  to  repeal  tbe  remainder.  Tiiio 
danger  of  such  repeal,  even  at  any  period 
the  most  distant,  I  cannot  persuade  myself 
to  be  any  at  all.  If  the  Charch  of  fing- 
land  is  ever  to  be  overturned,  or  under- 
mined, it  will  not  be  by  tbe  Catholics^ 
bot  by  secto  pf  a  far  difierent  descriptiook 
or  by  persons  of  no  religion  whatever  J' 
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of  this,  which  vitally  afiected  the  interests, 
the  feelings,  and  the  honour,  as  he  had  be- 
fore observed,  of  miHions  of  the  people, 
and  the  security  of  the  empire  itself!  R^ 
peated  discussions  in  this  House,  and  out 
of  it,  had  done  much,  and  would  do  more. 
As,  op  a  former  occasion,  in  speaking  to 
this  question,  sn  would  he  again  advert 
to  the.  memorable  words  of  Mr.  Burke; 
'<  Our  constitution  (said  he)  is  not  made 
for  great,  general,  projicriptive, exclusions ; 
sooner  or  later  it  will  destroy  them,  or 
they  will  destroy  the  constitution."  Un* 
fortunately,  some  acrimony  had  recently 
been  excited  by  misconception  and  misre- 
presentation, but  he  trusted  it  would  sub- 
side and  be  forgotten.  '<  Uiacos  intra 
moros  peccaftor  et  extra.''  In  the  choice 
of  measures,  he  only  wished  to  see  those 
adopted  that  could  insure  the  great  ends 
of  conciliation  by  the  least  exceptionable 
means ;  to  secure  the  right  of  conscience 
for  every  description  of  our  fellow-subjects, 
and  to  guard  religiously  the  bulwarks  of 
our  constitution  for  the  prosperity  of  all. 
To  promote  this  great  object,  he  cheerfully 
seconded  the  motion  of  his  right  hon.  friend. 
The  moment  the  boo.  bart.  sat  down, 
Mr*  VHara  moved  an  adjournment; 
and  it  was  agreed,  after  a  short  conversa- 
tion, to  resume  the  debate  on  ThurMlay 
next.' 


HOUSE   OP   LORDS. 

Mandtgf,  May  21. 

[DuKK  OP  Brunswick's  Annuity  Bill.] 
On  the  second  reading  of  this  bill, 

.Lord  HMmd  rose,  and  re-stated  his  ob- 
jections to  it,  on  the  supposition  that  the 
pension  was  to  be  taken  from  the  consoli- 
dated fond,  and  thus  tend  to  increase  the 
burthens  of  the  people.  He  was  not  a 
little  surprized  that  the  biH  was  not  print- 
ed, or  that  the  noble  secretary  of  state 
had  not  at  least  slated  from  what  fund  the 
oeision  was  to  be  draivn.  Much  had 
been  said  on  a  former  occasion  about  prac- 
tising delusion  on  the  people.  He  believ- 
ed that  on  no  sqbjeet  had  the  people  been 
move '  deluded  than  on  the  subject  of  the 
civil  list.  It  had  been  solemnly  pledged 
on  the  accession  of  his  Majesty  to  the 
throne*  that  no  further  debts  would  be  in- 
cnrred  by  the  civil  list.  Yet  notwith- 
standing that  solemn  engagement  several 
heavy  debts  had  been  incnrred  and  |iaid 
off  within  these  few  yean,  without  dimin- 
ishing the  pressore  of  the  taxes.  In  the 
metaiima  the  wealth  of  the.crowD  in* 


creased,  and  funds  formerly  unknown 
were  now  acknowledged  to  exist  He 
alluded  to  the  droits  of  the  admiralty, 
which  had  accumulated  to  a  sum  far  be^ 
yond  what  was  necessary  to  constitute  a 
fund  for  the  payment  of  this  pension.  He 
was  convinced  that  every  one  must  see 
Che  propriety  of  taking  it  from  that  source, 
and  not  from  the  consolidated  fond.  Cojf^ 
vinced  at  least  he  was,  that  it  must  prove 
infinitely  more  acceptable  to  the  foelingf 
of  the  illustrious  duke  himself,  and  more 
grateful  to  the  feelings  of  his  Majesty, 
that  it  should  be  taken  from  the  droits  of 
admiralty,  than  that  It  should  contribute 
to  aggravate  the  burthens  which  weighed 
already  so  heavily  on  the  people. 

The  Earl  of  LioefjHfol  said,  that  it  was 
not  usual  to  print  such  bills.  As  to  the 
debts  of  the  civil  list,  it  was  impossible 
they  should  not  have  increased  during  a 
period  when  it  was  notorious  that  the  price 
of  articles  had  increased.  It  should  als6 
be  recollected  that  the  demands  on  the 
civil  list  had  increased,  as  the  amount  of 
the  hereditary  revenues  had  diminished. 

Earl  Qr^  was  wilKng  to  allow  that 
provision  should  be  made  for  the  illustri* 
ous  person  in  question,  who  had  so  many, 
claims  to  the  attention  and  respect  of  their 
lordships ;  but  while  he  acknowleged  the 
propriety  of  the  grant,  he  was  for  from 
thinking  that  it  should  foil  upon  the  con« 
solidated  fund.  It  would  certainly  coma 
with  a  much  better  grace  from  the  droits 
of  admiralty. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  second  time, 
and  ordered  to  be  committed  for  the  next* 
day,  for  which  day  their  lordships  were 
summoned  to  attend,  on  the  motion  of 
lord  Holland. 

[Navy— Taoop  Ships.]  Lord  MehilU 
rose  and  spoke  as  follows : — Many  weeka  ' 
have  elapsed  since  I  intimated  to  your 
lordships  my  intention  of  bringing  under 
your  consideration  the  necessity  of  an 
establishment  of  ships  of  war,  under  the 
denomination  of  Troop-ships,  to  be  armed 
and  equipped  upon  a  reduced  icale,  and 
to  be  prepared  for  the  reception  and  con* 
veyance  of  such  military  force  as  may  be 
found  necessary,  from  time  to  time,  to  em- 
bark for  public  service ;  and  I  at  the  same 
time  moved  for  the  production  of  such  of* 
ficial  statements  and  accounts  as  I  thought, 
requisite  for  the  elucidation  of  the  sub- 
ject.-^When  I  moved  for  these  papers  it 
was  suggested  by  some  of  your  lonishipa 
that  I  was  calling  for  more  information 
than  was  necessary  or  expedient     I  per* 
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eagtfpd  Ihe  e«rii«it  atteniioD  of  thoB* 
wh0WW9  At  that  time  entrttal^  vith  the 
coodvol  of  public  affaire ;  ami,  afohoogh 
tbe  Buccesi  of  this  system  of  warfara  an* 
8W0red  the  meat  sanguine  AxpectatieiM,  k 
was  impossible  not  to  feel  deep  regret  at 
the  great  loss  of  troops  in  the  coeree  of 
this  service.  The  mortality,  however, 
did  not  arise  eolely,  nor,  perhaps,  prtoci«» 
pally,  from  their  seryices  m  tbe  field,  io" 
deed  I  was  early  led  to  beliere  tha* 
an  improvement  in  the  mode  of  conveying 
the  troops,  by  aflbrding  them  a  more  wiy 
and  comfortable  accomoMdetion  dering 
the  passage  to  the  West  Indies,  would 
tend  greatly  to  their  pt eaervation^  and  I 
was  eneoaraged  in  this  persuasion  by  my 
correspondence  with  the  thea  commaadce» 
in>chief  of  the  troops  in  the  West  ladies, 
who,  in  one  of  his  private  letters,  advoti* 
iiig  to  my  practice  of  recommendiac  tfbr* 
promotion  thedBcerswho  brought  noma 
the  account  of  our  sncceases,  suggoKo^ 
to  my  consideration  the  propriety  of  ex* 
tending  this  principle  of  rewasd  to  sack 
of  them  as  might  be  entrusted  with  the 
charge  of  troops  seafc  thither,  and  who 
might  have  conveyed  them  in  a  healtliy 
and  serviceable  state ;  as  every  prospect 
of  eflfectual  Aoccess  firom  the  operations  of 
the  troops  depended  more  upon  tbe  calv, 
attention,  and  comfort,  aflfbrded  to  them 
on  their  passage  than  upon  any  other  cir- 
cumstance whatever. 

The  relative  situation  of  our  own  fleet 
and  that  of  the  enemy  did  not,  however, 
at  that  time,  admit  of  our  having  recoome 
to  an  establishment  of  armed  troop-ships; 
yet,  by  a  careful  and  unremitting  attea* 
tion  to  tbe  accommodation  of  the  troope, 
and  by  a  diligent  discharge  of  doty  by 
the  traasport^board,  many  salutary  iaa« 
provements  were  made,  much  good  done, 
and  manv  valuable  lives  were  preserved. 
But,  at  a  later  period  of  the  war,  whoa  oar 
naval  triumphs  aflbrded  the  means  of 
forming  an  establishment  of  araied  troop- 
ships, the  system  was  adopted. 

Your  lordships  have  all  equal  meaai  af 
information  with  myself,  many  of  voumsy 
possibly  have  mach  better  ;  still  in  asy 
event,  I  may,  I  think,  with  coafideace  aa* 
sore  your  lordships,  that  such  oficem  aa 
were  employed  with  troops  oa  distant  eer» 
vice,  and  were  sent  in  regular  troop-shtpa, 
will  readily  confirm  the  opinion  (  eatar» 
taia  of  tbe  superior  advaauges  ol  Ihia 
mode  af  eoneey  ance.     In  truth,  I  am 


severed,  however,  in  my  motiooe,  becaaae, 
with  the  importance  I  attach  to  the  qoes« 
tion,  I  should  not  have  £elt  that  I  acted 
wisely,  if  I  did  not  fortify  myself  with 
every  species  of  information,  which  ap- 
peared necessary,  to  enable  me  to  repel 
aay  objections  which  might  be  stated 
ajgainst  mv  proposition.  How  far  I  was 
right  in  adhering  to  that  line  of  conduct 
yonr  lordships  will  now  have  the  opportu- 
ni^  and  the  means  of  judging. 

I  am  inore  particolarly  anxious  to  have 

this  sabject  fnlly  illustrated  by  official  do- 

caraents  on  accoont  of  some  remarks, 
which,  daring  the  conversation  respecting 

the  piadaciion  of  the  papers  in  question, 

were  made  hy  a  noble  earl,  oa  wl^om  tbe 

admindBtratioB  of  our  naval  affairs  devolved, 

when  lord  Barham  retired  from  tbe  admi-. 

ralty.      The  noble  earl  to  whom  I  allude 

supported  my  motion  for  the  production 

of  niU  information  prior  to  the  discussion 

of  the  subject ;  bat,  if  my  recollection  be 

correct,  he  aatpressed  himself  in  such  a 

oumner  as  to  convey  an  idea  that,  when 

he  presided  at  the  board  of  admiralty,  he 

baa  occasion  to  consider  the  subject,  and 

that,  from  thinking  its  policy  doubtfiil,  he 

had  never  been  i£le  to  form  a  decisive 

opiaion  as  to  the  expediency  of  it.    I  can 

with  great  truth  assure  your  lordships  that 

there  is  nothiaff  i  wish  for  more  than  am- 
ple and  candia  discussion ;   and  I,  never 

UFas  more  mistaken  if  the  result  of  a  dis- 
passionate   consideration    of  the  subject 

will  not  produce  a  full  conviction  in  the 

mind  of  that  noble  earl  (and  indeed  of 

aeery  other  person)  that  an  esublisimient 

of  armed  troop-ships,  for  the  purposes  I 

have  suggeslea,  is  essential  to  the  public 

interest. 
Nothing  less  than  this  ^rsuasion  could 

have  induced  me  to  bring  forward  this  Ques- 
tion ;  as  the  conduct  and  language  of  the 

late  first  lord  oftbe  admiralty  warrant  me  in 

aupposing  that  the  measure  m  my  contem- 

tjation  will  not  be  favourably  received  by 
is  Majesty's  goverainent ;  and,  as  I  have 
brought  forward  my  propositiofi  without 
communication  or  concert  with  any  party, 
or,  indeed,  any  indiTidoal  in  the  House,  i 
can  only  hope  for  a  successful  result  from 
betna  able  to  prove  irresistibly  the  ben^ 
ficialconseqaeoees  which  may  ariie  from 
its  ^option. 

It  is  proper  to  remind  your  locdebips 
that,  at  the  commencement  of  the  late 
war,  the  conquest  of  the  enemy's  colonial 
possesions,  with  a  view  to  the  dastructioa  I  tisfied,  tliat,    whether  vou  copsider  tha 

of  t^r  coouaarott  und  awral  ^e9o«rces»  I  coaifortabic  accoauaodation  which  4h% 
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aBciffi  Mid  men  enjojr  oftoD  tli«  vojr* 
age,  coraptrad  witli  ibtt  which  %hty  ex* 
pemnce  in  common  treniportt^*-lhe  iftfe* 
Mr  of  the  tffoops  in  case  of  scparetion,*- 
the  coBfianilively  few  ihipt  fc^vired  for 
Ihe  conveyance  of  an  annyy-*ihe  expedi- 
ftion  with  which  ii  any  be  iranaported^*- 
the  fadliij  of  landing  and  re^mbarfciof 
hroops«  as  well  as  other  eiaentials  not  ne- 
ceaaary  to  be  detailed ,*-the  aaperiorad- 
Tantagea  of  thia  mode  of  tending  troopa 
over  that  of  conveying  them  in  hired 
tranaporta-a^are  altogether  incalculable. 

There  iaatill,  however,  one  advantage 
param6tot  to  every  other,  and  which  well 
deaervea  to  be  aeparatelv  mentiened ;  I 
alliide  to  that  of  having  aoipt  fefthe  con- 
veyance of  troops  onder  naval  discipline. 
This  ia  a  circnmatance  of  the  higheat  im* 
portaace,  and  might  be  eluddated  by  a 
variety  of  cooaidcrations.  I  could  indeed 
refer  to  many  proofa^  though  I  ahail  men- 
tion only  one ;  I  mean  the  embarkation  of 
the  arm^  alter  the  battle  at  Coronna.    I 

rJt  with  certainty  when  I  aaaeit  that 
naval  and  military  oiicera,  whosoper> 
inmided  that  midnight  <>mbarkation,  en* 
dared  by  far  move  anxiety  than  they  had 
experieneed  in  the  hour  of  battle,  owing 
10  the  want  of  order  and  discipline  amongst 
the  tranaporta  ;  and  that  this  want  of  dis- 
cipline prodnced  the  utmost  eonfeaion  and 
emberraMment,  and  created  in  the  minda 
of  thoae  oreaent  the  greateat  alarm  fer  the 
fete  of  the  army.  Indeed,  the  serioua 
eonaeqnences  so  much  apprahended  were 
^nly  prevented  by  the  seel  and  active  ex* 
ertieoa  of  the  officers  and  seamen  of  hia 
Majeaty'a  navy,  and  of  the  auperintending 
eommiasionev  of  the  transport- boerd. 
These  distressing  circomatancea  would  not, 
however,  have  occvrred,  if,  instead  of  com* 
mon  transports,  there  had  been  regular 
troop*ships,  under  naval  disci|dlne,  and 
whose  officers  would  have  been  attentive 
and  obedient  to  the  aignak,  made  to  point 
oat  to  them  the  fositiona  which  the  re* 
apective  abipa  were  to  take  and  maintain 


witneaaed  the  embarkatieo  at  Corahna; 
and|* although,  for  obvioea  reaaena,  Ida 
net  mention  hia  name,  I  pledge  myeelf  fer 
the  aothepticity  of  the  extract  of  ihw 
letter  whi^h  I  shall  now  read. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  an  Officer  in  thi 
Navy,  dated  May  12«  1810. 

«'  I  am  ^ad  to  find  there  ia  a  praapeel 
of  eflaplovrng  King'a  ahipa  aa  armed  traon* 
porta,  u^oo  enumerate  ihe  advaatano' 
on  comparison  with  the  expence  and  laae 
of  aobjecta  from  the  merchaaa-ahtpa,  it 
meat  appear  evident  that  Kina^a'ahipa  are 
the  beat  mode  of  conveyance  mr  treepai*— 
I  was  eye*witiieaa  to  the  aaperiority  ef 
men  of  war,  being  on  the  apot  to  proteet 
a  retreating  mmy  at  Coranna.  If  tbw 
boata  of  the  tranaports  were  the  only  heke 
the  army  could  receive  in  embarking,! 
am  certain  our  loss  would  have  been  greal| 
aa  the  tranaporu  have  scarcely  men  enough 
to  manage  the  ship,  and,  when  theie 
boato  are  away#  they  are  totally  hetpleas/ 
-^The  treop-niipa  are  aufficienty  manned 
to  enable  them  to  relieve  boata  crew  fta 
caae  of  neceaaity,  besklea  carrying  mare 
eActive  boata  than  the  traaapof ta»  eem* 
paratively  with  the  tonnage  of  thetiaae^ 
porta  for  so  many  men.  Uw  a  feet,  the 
transports  at  Coronna  made  one  trip  with 
their  boats,  when  the  men  of  war  made 
ten ;— indeed  the  relief  of  the  men  of  vrar 
made  it  easy,  whereas  the  transperta  men 
were  fatigued  and  unable  to  do  any  duty 
in  the  ahip.  Take  a  view  of  the  expence. 
and  you  wiH  find,  conaidering  all  eweum* 
sunces  of  cepture,  kissea,  fee.,  which  hap«r 
pened  at  Coronna,  that  king^a  ghipa  wiS 
be  lem  expensive,  with  ccrtahi  defence 
and  security,  than  the  present  mode.  Heap 
often  has  4t  happened  that  troop-ahipa 
have  done,  with  |p>eat  credit,  the  senie^ 
of  regular  men  ot  war.  The  blockade  af 
Genoa  waa  conducted  by  a  mi^ty  of 
troop-ahipe  till  it  aurrendef»*d>— Another 
advantage  ie  the  diacjpline  and  health  af 

pre^ewana 


effickl  knowledge  upon  the  aobject, 
though  my  aourres  of  infermation  may  be 
Mflkiently  accurate  to  justify  the  saile- 
ment  I  now  make;  yet,  sheoM  I  have 
fellen  into  any  error,  every  one  ef  your 
^M^ships,  in  your  intercoune  with  the 
•dScera  emplo]^  on  that  occasion,  may 


It  cannot  be  auppoeed  that  1  poasess  any    be  a  great  conaMieratien  in  case  the  armw 
^ift^:^i   1.      i-j_.  wanted  a  tapply  en  shore.     Haw  MNto 

the  loss  is  in  the  King'a  shine  cempared  to 
a  transport.— Another  adfantage^^y^w 
employ  all  navy  men,  who  certainly  en  all 
oeeaaiona  excel  merchante  mtth  wtwre 
landing  and  fighting  ia  neeesaary.   I#alc^ 


-wkha  Jt  difikulty,  inferm  yooieel ves  upon  take  care  ef  them,  whefeae  adindad  tegi» 
nil  pohMa  relating  thereto-^lndeed  I  have  ment  cannot  ha^  that  advmrtago  fee 
Mendy  been  femished  with  the  obsetva-  want  of  medicine,  fecw  The  OBedkian 
tinoa  Ufa  reapeetaUe  nairal  officer,  who  I  of  a  fleet  o#  trpop-shipaif  from 
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sailiDg*  compared  to  transports*  is  no 
small  consiilwation  in  process  of  war.'' 
*  Having  so  pointedly  adverted  H>  the 
•mbarkation  at  Corunna,  on  the  night  of 
the  1 6th  of  January  1 809, 1' cannot  leave 
that  topic  without  addressing  myself,  in 
the  most  earnest  maiinei^  to  his  Majes- 
ty's minister  who  holds  the  seals  of  the 
war-department.  I  ani  not  at  present  dis- 
posed to  intrttde  any  opinion  whatever 
upon  the  subject  of  the  warfare  in  Spain 
and  Portugal.  I  only  mean  to  advert  to 
the  circumstance  or  the  flower  of  the 
British  array  being  now  employed  in  that 
aervicei  and  those  who  may  be  most 
•anguine  in  their  expectations,  as  to  the 
iasue  of  that  contest,  must,  at  least,  con- 
cede to  me  that  the  chances  of  war  are 
,  precarious.  I  pray  to  Heaven  that  such  a 
scene  as  that  which  took  place  at  Corunna 
may  never  again  occur;  and  I  trust  that 
the  noble  lord,  to  whom  I  have  alluded, 
#ill  not  lose  sight  of  the  Tagus  or  the  Bay 
of  Cadiz."What  human  energy  can  do,  I 
doubt  not  will  be  done  by  our  brave  army 
and  their  gallant  leaders;  but  if,  under 
any  circumstances,  the  time  should  4:ome 
when  they  are  to  be  re-embarked  on  the 
coasts  either  of  Spain  or  Portugal,  I  trust  I 
may>  with  confidence,  hope  that  measures 
have  been,  or  will  be,  taken,  for  providing 
some  more  salutary  accommodation  for 
ibem  than  what  was  allotted  for  the  army 
which  embarked  at  Corunna. 

But,  had  I  before  been  doubtful  upon 
the  general  question,  the  information  I 
have  derived  from  the  peruaal  of  the  offi* 
cial  papers  relating  lu  Uie  expedition  to 
die  SclMtldt,  and  now  lying  upon  your 
lordships  table,  would  have  removed  all 
doubt  upon  .the  subject. 

In  the  celled tion  of  papers  produced  by 
the. admiralty  under  the  head  of  *'  Intel- 
ligence," thisre  is  a'  series  of  information, 
beginning  the  2nd  of  January  and  con- 
tinuing until  the  end  of  March,  the  pur- 
port of  which  is,  that  there  was  lying  in 
tfae  Basin  of  Flushine^a  fleet  of  the  enemy 
•C  about  ten  sail  of  the  line  together  with 
aome  frigates,  but  apparently  not  in  a 
conditiony  durinff  all  that  period,  to  leave 
the  basin ;  and  mm  the  same  intelligence 
U  should  seem,  that,  at  that  time,  there 
was  a  very  small  military  force  in  the 
island  of  Walcheren. 

From  an  attentive  consideration  of  thb 
intelligence,  I  cannot  entertain  a  doubt 
that  ifthere  had  then  eausted  in  this  coun- 
try an  e^abUslqnenl  of  armed  troopships, 
afdfquat^  .la  iha  coQTeyance  of  e?en 


eieht  or  ten  thousand  men,  a  very  con* 
siderable  portion,  if  not  the  whole,  of  the 
enemy's  ships  at  Flushing  might  havr« 
been  captured  or  destroyed  ;  and,  if  it  had 
been  thought  expedient,  the  basin  might. 
Without  much  difficulty,  have  been  de- 
stroyed also.  I  have  said  if  it  had  been 
thought  expedient,  becausie  I  am  strongly 
impressed  with  an  opinion  that,  if  there 
had  been  such  an  establishment  of  floating 
barracks  as  1  am  now  recommending, 
neither  the  evacuation  of  Walcheren  nor 
the  destruction  of  the  basin  at  Flushing 
would  have  been  necessary.  •  A  particular 
elucidation  of  the  opinion  I  entertain 
would  lead  to  an  inconvenient  length  ; 
but  allow  me  to  recommend  to  the  perusal 
of  your  lordships  the  letters  from  Sir  R. 
Strachan  and  capt.  Cockburn,  as  to  the 
defence  of  Walcheren,  'and  perhaps  yoa 
may  then  form  some  conjecture  of  the 
nature  of  it. 

Few  men  will,  I  think,  conceive  it  pro- 
bable that  because  the  enemy's  ships 
were  not  in  a  condition  to  quit  the  basin 
of  Flushing  in  the  months  of  February 
and  March  of  last  year,  we  were  therefore 
equally  sure  of  finding  them  still  there  in 
the  months  of  July  and  August,  when  oor 
great  armament  sailed  for  the  Scheklt; 
consequently  the  prospect  of  capturing 
or  destroying  them  was  reduced  to  tho 
single  chance  of  a  successful  attack  upon 
Antwerp.  If,  however,  there  had  been> 
in  the  beginning  of  last  year,  such  an  c»- 
tablisbment  as  that  for  which  I  now  don* 
tend,  eight  or  ten  thousand  men  might 
have  been  easily  embarked,  without  oaten* 
tationor  parade,  and  might  have  pro- 
ceeded to  the  point  of  attack  in  perfect 
secrecy,  when,  in  conjunction  with  our 
blockading  fleet,  a  successful  result  would, 
I  confidently  believe^  have  crowned  their 
operations. 

.  I  shall  here  refer  again  to  the  papeks 
upon  the  table,  relating  to  the  said  expe« 
dition.  for  the  purpose  of  making  an  ob* 
sarvation  immediately  connected  with  the 
subject  under  consideration.  I  allude  to 
the  reports^  made  by  the  physicians,  upon 
the  nature  of  the  disease  which  raged 
witbso  much  violence  and  which  proved 
so  fatal  to  the  troops  of  Walcheren.  It 
is  not  necessary  for  me,  on  th^  present 
occasion,  to  distress  the  feelings  of  your 
lordships  with  a  recital  of  the  calamitous 
efiecto  of  that  dreadful  malady.  Yet  I 
most  request  your  particular  attention 
to  auch  parts  of  the  said  reporta  as  point 
oui  the  ¥try  beneficial  afiecu  which  might 


9^ 


PARL.  DEBATES,  Mat2U  lS\0.^rcspeaing  Trocp  Skipi. 


[«♦ 


have  been  expected  to  result  to  the  diseased 
soldiers,  bad  they  been  removed  from  the 
island  and  put  on  board  ship ;  bat  the 
physicians  represent  the  hired  transports 
to  have  been  totally  unfit  for  their  recep* 
.tion :  nny,  they  even  represent  them  as 
unfit  to  convey  home  the  sick,  and  par- 
licttlarly  from  a  want  of  medical  attend- 
ants accustomed  to  naval  service.  The 
diflicalty  of  providing  a  sufficient  number 
of  transports,  under  the  pressure  which 
then  existed,  is  also  another  serious  con« 
sideration  ;  but  -neither  that  difficulty, 
nor  few,  if  any,  of  the  evils  ami  inco»> 
veniences  I  have  pointed  out,  could  have 
arisen,  if  there  had  existed  such  a  regular 
and  permanent  fstablishmeut  of  floating 
barracks,  as  I  here,  without  hesitation, 
pronounce  to  be  essential  to  the  public 
service. 

.  When  I  read  those  parts  of  the  physi* 
cian*s  reports,  and  coupled  with  ihem,  the 
information  I  received  of  the  perfect 
health  of  the  seamen  on  board  the  ships  of 
war  employed  on  the  Expedition,  it  ex* 
cited  in  my  mind  feelings  of  the  deepest 
regret,  that  regular  troop-ships  had  not 
been  employed  on  that  service  ;  being 
impressed  with  a  firm  belief  that  the 
dreadful  eficcu  of  that  fatal  malady  might 
thereby  have  been  materially  lessened. 

Having  in  the  course  of  my  argument 
been  obliged  to  refer  to  the.  Expedition 
.4o  the  Soheldt^I  trust  your  lordships  must 
do  me  the  justice  to  perceive,  that  I  have 
4ooe  so,'  only  from  the  intimate  connection 
between  the  circumstances  I  have  referred 
to  ind  the  subject  to  which  1  am  earnestly 
endeavoaring  to  direct  vour  attention.  If 
the  general  merits  of  that  Expedition  had 
been  the  subject  of  immediate  discussion, 
I  should  have  resulated  my  opinion  .by 
the  evidence  beKire  me,  1  mean  by  the 
papers  on  the  table,  without  regard  to 
any  of  that  extraneous  clamour  by  which 
the  candid  investigation  of  the  subject 
has  been  overwhelmed.  I  must  have  said, 
what  I  feel,  to  be  true,  that,  from  the  mo- 
ment the  decision  was  taken  to  send  aii 
.armament  oo  sech  an  extensive  scale,  and 
directed  i<k  such  complicated  objects,  no* 
thing  could  be  more  meritorious  than,  the 
exertions  of  every  person  concerned  in 
the  management  of  it.  The  plan  of  the 
Sxpedition  was  a  splendid  one ;  but  it 
was  cumbersome,  onweildy,  and  too  com- 
plicated in  its  arrangements  to  afibrd  any 
very  sanguine  hopes  of  socceaa.  Kuooii- 
Miia  txpen^  moU  rmi  sua.— I  shall,  however, 
refrain  from  any  farther  ebservalions  en 


that  topic,  because  they  are  foreign  to  the 
object  of  my  argument.  Perhaps  some  of 
the  opinions  1  have  expressea  may  be 
considered  as  a  digression  from  the  ques« 
tion,  but,  when  a  subject  has  for  near 
twelve  months  been  the  topic  of  unre* 
milting  public  and  private  discussion,  it 
would  have  been  impossible  not  to  dra# 
some  conclusion  :  and  that  conclusion  has 
inadvertently  intruded  itself  upon  me  at 
the  present  moment.  But  I  hasten  to  tit^ 
turn  (p  the  subject :  and  shall  conclude 
my  argument  on  tbif  part  of  it,  by  reading 
to  your  lordships  extracts  of  letters  from 
two  experienced  officers  of  the  navy, 
whose  sentiments  npon  the  subject  of 
troop-ships  have  likewise  be^  submitted 
to  me  within  these  two  days. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  an  Officer  in  the 
Navy^  dated  ]2tb  May,  1810. 

'*  On  the  question  now  agitating,  and 
likely  to  come  before  parliament.  Whe- 
ther men  of  war  troop-snips  are,  upon  ge* 
neral  terms  preferable  to  transports  f  I 
venture  to  give  an  opinion  founded  on  ex- 
perience, and  I  agree  with  you  decidedly 
in  favour  of  ships  of  war  regularly  com* 
missioned  under  oar  own  discipline.  It 
is  totally  impracticable  to  land  an  amy 
in  the  mce  of  a  respectable  enemy  ia 
transports  boats.  I  venture  to  say  bur 
greatest  loss  in  landing  in  Egypt  was  oc* 
casioned  by  the  confusion  of  the  transports 
boats  on  our  left ;  and,  had  not  the  centre 
and  right  of  that  brisade  been  carried  in 
men  of  war's  boats,  (principally  those  of 
troop^hipsi)  that  landmg  would  not  have 
been  accomplished  in  the  Ter^  noble  and 
gallant  manner  it  was  so  irresistibly  exe- 
cuted, in  the  face  of  nearly*  equal  force 
under  cover  of  laod-hills  close  to  the  w»« 
ter's  edge." 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  an  Qfficei:  in  the 
Navy,  dated  12th  May  1810. 

'*  The  army  landed  in  Egypt  was  in  ge- 
neral healthv.  The  troop-ships  received 
the  wounded  and  sick  (as  caaualties  arose 
after  landing)  on  board  the  ships  that  con- 
veyed them  there  i  but  we  had  two  hos- 
pital ships,  the  Harmony  and  the  Planter, 
which  received  the  dangerously  sick  ott 
the  passage.  To  the  best  of  my  recolleo* 
tion,  convalescents  were  remov^  to  their 
own  shipa  as  soon  aa  possible." 

The  sutemeats  with  which  I  haye  bi« 
therto  troubled  your  lordahipa  are  fbonded 
on  a  rctrospectiye  view  or  aome  pnblie 
events  all  taading  to  excite  a  regve^  thm 
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ad  ailaMUiiAeoi  af  afnMd  Uoop  ships  has 
Mt  b%%th  kef>t  tip  in  ikii  country.  Allow 
BK  ttow  to  My  a  iaw  words  protpNtoiively  : 
frnti  t  aoitalifnadt  ii  is  by  a  jadiCMHitf  nseof 
•imIi  an  eitablishitiont  of  floating  barracks 
tbal  thtre  rtmaius  any  chancie  of  our  being 
id^lo  to  ooiHiua^  tka  war  on  a  rational  and 
praotioal  plan* 

•  I  haya  for  a  long  period  of  years  been 
JB  the  babit  of  commhthig  to  paper  such 
rafloctioas  as  froifl  time  to  time  arise  in 
my  mind  on  rsviewing  tbe  state  of  public 
al^rsi  A  aiemeraddaiik  of  ibie  de8crip«> 
tiorti  wbicb  I  made  on  the  fst  of  Janoary 
lasty  is  ifflimately  c^fsanected  with  the  sub** 
|ect  I  aan  no#  'ciid«a?o«ring  to  impms 
upon  your  attetition  y  and  I  cannotj  in  a 
more  compendious  form,  submit  my  ideas 
to  your  lordships  than  by  relating  to  you 
the  sobstaace  of  it  11  is  simply  this  :— 
I  propose  to  fit  out,  from  the  oroinary  of 
fba  na^yi  a  number  of  aroMd  troop  ships, 
adequate  to  the  accommodatioD  of  24,€io0 
maoM  The  troops  to  be  divided  into  de«> 
fachmenisy  each  property  commanded  ; 
and  lo  be  aoctfmpdinied  and  escorted  by  a 
feW  Iv^o-deohed'  ships,  and  a  eertaio  mam- 
ber  of  friffatet  and  light  armed  vessdi . 
«  These  fly  ing  armaments  to  be  distributed 
along  the  enemy's  coafts^and  toact  either 
•iparately  of  eonjointly  according  to  cir* 
etunstancee ;  and,  if  their  operations  were 
jndicioHsly  eondocted,  they  might,  (be* 
sides  eMiihilati»g  the  coasting  and  such 
•ibor  trade  ae  aiay  still  be  carried  on  by 
•af  ehemiesk)  by  keeping  ap  a  constant 
lAarm  cu  tbeir  eoaste,  oMige  them  to  draw 
a  very  greet  pari  el'  their  araviee  down  to 
their  coasts  for  the  purpose  of  protecting 
them  ngtinsi  our  altachs  and  prodalory 
inenrsiona  |  and  sncl^  a  system  of  warfare 
wonld  thus  act  ill  the  ntost  beneficial 
manner,  both  as  a  means  of  eO'^operating 
with  our  allies,  and  of  eflfectoally  annoying 

ouf  etieitoles.^ 

*  Tbe  meaiotandaai  ri  as  Ibttoin  : 
Milso.  Ist  Janoary,  l»lir. 

"  If  tbe  first  year's  experience  of  oar 
disas»oifs  waifare  hi  the  mterior  of  fi^paiii 
did  net  dcenrince  us  that  saob  appieprieK 
iieft  ef  oirtr  dhUtaty  resources  wootd  be 
of  lia  ardil,  and  Ksad  ultlmatety  to  dia- 
(pmH,  I  sh<mld  fetope  tbere  wmild  net 
nniftt  any  wboR  a  dispeiftfmi  la  persist  in 
such  a  systeoa  efter  a  aeaaod  year's  tU" 
flerieneifefiteiteult* 

.  •'  I  had  the  aiaforMM  lo  swg^r  ill  eC 
¥tt  kte  finpeditian  to  the  §ebeldt  t^ 
'     ksaUed.     Mf^yk^mmu, 


I  regret  that  I  should  hare  found  it  on* 
cessary  to  occupy  so  much  of  your  lord^ 
ships'  time  ;    but  with  a  thorough  conric* 
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that  Walcberen  would  be  taken  and  kepi; 
and  mf  disappointment  was  greet  OA 
finding  that  even  in  that  respect  our  mr^ 
mament  would  be  productive  of  ne  perma- 
nent benefit  to  the  country. 

"  i  wish  these  set  ere  disappointmenta 
may  not  lead  to  the  apposite  extreme  c»f 
desponding  inactivity.  What  ii  called 
the  public  in  this  country  ik  so  fickle  and 
unsteady  in  its  ^piniontf,  or,  to  spenk 
more  properly,  its  feelings,  I  should  not 
be  SBf  prised  if  they  should  lake  an  alarm 
at  any  idea  of  renewed  active  exevtione  of 
the  military  resources  of  the  country  ; 
and,  if  tbe  public  mind  should  take  each 
a  direction,  I  am  afraid  it  will  require 
much  exertion  to  cbimteract  such  a  dan- 
gerous apathy. 

*'  If,  as  was  at  one  time  in  oenienipln* 
tion,  there  had  been  made  such  an  addi- 
tion  to  the  corps  of  Royal  Alarines  aa  to 
have  a  surplus  -of  lOfiOO  men  more  than 
was  necessary  for  the  whole  of  the  sbipa 
in  Commission,  the  naval  department 
would  have  possessed  the  means  within 
itself,  of  combining  a  very  powerful  fcree : 
but»  in  the  present  state  of  our  navy  and 
army,  there  is  no  occasion  for  any  delay- 
in  forming  and  acting  with  the  combined 
force  to  which  I  aliude»  and  the  oudlnea 
of  which  I  shall  shortly  detail. 

'<  With  thiv  view,  my  first  step  wnuM 
be,  without  delay,  to  fit  out  from  our  sbipa 
inordinary  armed  troop-transpovtsb  ade- 
quate to  tM  acconunodation  of  94,000  men, 
which  we  can  well  spare  for  a  beneficial 
purpose,  if  we  do  not  tquaoder  away  our 
army  in  fruitless  and  dnastitms  punoitSL 
Having  prepared  these  floating  Imrraclai, 
I  would  divide  them  into  eight  detach- 
ments, of  5/)00  men  each,  under  the  com- 
mand of  an  active  eolottel>  with  the  rank 
of  brigadier-^eneraL 

'« I  w^uld  m  like  manner  prepare  eigbt 
small  naval  armaments^  eech  under  the 
command  of  an  active  and  skilful  poat 
capuin,  vritb  the  rank  of  a  eommodova. 
Hie  naval  strength  of  each  squadron  need 
not  exoeed  a  fi^y  or  sixty-four  gun  ship, 
with  two  or  three  stout  4igatai.  These, 
joined  with  tbe  troop  shins,  propeily  armed 
and  commanded,  wonm  form  a  fery  re^ 
mctable  fo^e  for  the  accomplishment  of 
the  ob}ecte  in  view,  and  weiihi,at  the  aaoie 
time,  act  as  cruising  aqaadrone  for  the 
asnihilatioft  of  iIm  oesiiring  add  eftry 
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tioa  ih»t  the  propotition  I  have  ▼entu|:^4i 
to  lay  down  ii  closely  connected  with  the 
most  important  interests  of  tne  country, 
I  mast  still  request  your  farther  indulgence 
and  attention,  io  order  that  I  may  exa- 
mine into  the  reasons  which  I  have  heard 
suggested  against  the  adoption  of  the 
measure; 

Ererv  argument  which  professes  to  be 
foundedf  upon  a  principle  of  economy  is 
oatnrally  prepossessing ;  and,  as  it  has 
been  asserted  that  the  mode  of  conyeying 
Droops  on-board  transports  derives  great 
weight  from  ibe  consideration  of  its  com- 
parative advantages  in  ttiis  respect,  I  ap» 
prehend  that,  without  a  due  examination 

of  the  subject  in  all  its  bearings,  the  system 

■  ■    —  —  ^^— ^^- . — ,   -  -  ..  - 

other  species  of  trade,  still  carried  on  by 
our  enemies. 

"1  would  employ  three  of  these  arma* 
mcnts  to  cruise,  separately  along  the 
whole  Atlantic  coast  of  France,  and 
three  more  in  the  Mediterranean,  and  the 
two  others  in  the  North  sea^.  I  need  not 
enter  into  any  minute  details  of  the  in- 
structiona  under  which  they  would  be  or- 
dered to  act.  Upon  that  subject  there 
would  be  no  difficulty  ;  and,  if  the  opera- 
tions of  those  eight  armaments  were  judi- 
ciously directed,'  I  have  an  absolute  con- 
viction that  they  woiila  keep  up  so'  con- 
stant an  alarm  on  the  whole  range  of  the 
coast  of  France  as  would  oblige  our  ene- 
mies to  keep  their  whole  or  the  greatest 
part  of  their  numerous  armies,  to  protect 
their  own  coasts  from  the .  dread  of  our 
predatory  incursions.  By  such  measures 
we  should  annoy  our  enemies  more  effec- 
tually than  by  any  other  means,  and  it  is 
obvious  that,  in  that  manner,  we  should, 
at  the  same  time,  co-operate  in  the  most 
beneficial  manner  with  our  allies,  and 
give,  to  them  that  salutary  aid,  which  the 
measures  hitherto  pursued  by  us  have  to- 
tally failed  in  doing. 
^  **  I  have  only  to  wish  that  any  intel- 
ligent and  candid  man  would  exercise  his 
own  reflection  and  judgment  on  comparing 
the  prolukble  efiects  t>f  such  a  system,  con- 
trasted with  all  those  expensive  and  dis- 
astrous operations  which  nave  been  going 
on  during  the  last  two  years.  The  ex- 
pence  of  such  a  system  would  be  com- 
paratively triflinjz,  and,  in  addition  to  its 
other  salutary  e^cts,  would  be  the  means 
of  keeping  constantly  alive  the  spirit  and 
enterprise  of  both  our  naval  and  military 
services. 

'« It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  observe, 
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of  hiring  transpor^  has  been  pursued  in. 
preference  to  maintaining  a  regular  esta^^, 
blishment  of  armed  troop-ships,  properly 
equipped  and  fitted  for  the  reception  and. 
accommodation  of  troops,  in  the  shape  of 
floating  barracks.     Yet,  even  if  it  could 
be  proved  that  there  really  is  a  consider*    ' 
able  saving  in  hiring  transports,*  I  should 
still  adhere  to  the  opinion  I  have  formed  ^ 
as  I  am'  convinced  that  no  saving  would 
counterbalance  the  many  important  ad* 
vantages  1.  have  detailed  to  your  lord- 
ships.   I  am  not,  however,  prepared  to . 
allow  the  existence  of  this  alleged  eco- 
nomy :  and  I  must  trouble  your  lordships 
with  the  reasons  which  lead  me  to  ques* 
tion  the  troth  of  it.    . 

As,  in  considering  the  comparative  ex- 
pence  of  armed  troop-ships  and  of  hired 
transports,  it  is  necessary  distinctly  to  ,, 
state  the  scale  of  establishment  on  which 
I  propose  that  troop-ships  should  be  fitted  , 
out,  I  shall  proceed*  shortly,  to  detail  my 
sentiments  pn  that  head. 

I  would,  therefore,  suggest  that  such  , 
ships  of  war  as  may  be  appropriated  to 
the  reception  and  conveyance  of  troopi 
should  be  fitted,  armed,  manned;  and 
equipped,  on  the  following  reduced  scale : 
•—the  crew  not  to  exceed,  at  the  utmost, 
one-third  of  the  proper  complement  of 
men ;— no  ship  to  carry  more  tha^  20,  nor 
less  than  12,  guns,  (according  tocher 
class,)  and  these  to  be  principally  carro- 
nades;— the  ships  also  to  have  reduced 
masts  and  yards,  the  original  lower  masts 
only  being  kept  in;  and,  upon  these 
data,  I  am  satisfied  that  the  wear  and  tear 
of  ashipsofitted  and  employed  would  not 
exceed  one-fourth  of  an  active  cruiser, 
and  that  the  expences  and  charges  would,  ' 
in  the  aggregate,  be  less  than  one  half  of 

th^  expences  and    charges  incurred  for 

t        .         ^ ^__ 

that  if,  at  any  time,  an  object  should  pre* 
sent  itself,  upon  whych  we  could,  with  ef- 
fect and  benefit,  iimploy  together  the 
whole  24,0(X)  men,  <o  single  letter  from 
the  War  office  and  the  admiralty  could 
speedily  assemble  them  at  any  rendezvous 
most  expedient  for  the  execution  of  the 
projected  service."     (Signed)  Mei.villb. 

*  Amongst  other  disail vantages  arising 
fi-om  the  extent  to  which  the  system  of 
hiring  transports  has  been  carried,  the  in- 
conTenience  and  impolicy  of  abstracting 
so  much  of  the  commercial  shipping  from  . 
the  trade  of  the  country  must  be  obvious 
to  every  person  who  has  had  occasion  at 
all  to  consider  the  subject. 
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equipped^  so  as  to  be  apon  a  par  with  an 
'equal  numbeV  of  our  own. 

In  truth,  my  lords,  I  argue  this  part  of 
the  question  wiih  more  confidence,  be- 
'cause>  althou^  I  am  perfectly  ready  to 
yield  my  opinion  to  a  more  correct  ?iew 
-of  the  subject,  I  am  strongly  impressed 
with  a  conviction/that  the  naf^il  establish- 
ment of  the  country  is  now  upon  a  scale 
'considerably  exceeding  what  in  wisdom, 
in  sound  policy,  and  on  every^principle  of 
'economy,  it  ought  to  be. 

Ill  order  to  make  my  ideas  in  this  res- 
pect moie  intelligible  lo  your  lordships,  I 
shall  detail  hypothetically  what  I  con- 
'ceive  to 'be  not  an  improbable  distribu- 
tioi)  of  our  naval  force,  as  applicable  to 
the  extent  and  existing  positions  of  the 
fleets,  that  are,  or  may  eventually  be,  op- 
posed to  us. 

Sail  of  the  Line. 

I'or  the  Baltic W 

.'  To  watch  the  motions  of  the 
Dutch  JQeeti— the  French  fleet  in 
.the  Scheldt,  and  at  Cherbourg 18 

For     the  ports   in  the  Bay  of 
Biscay • t 13 

Foi'  the  Mediterranean  and  Black 
Sea 21 

For  the  service  of  Lisbon  and 
Cadiz  ....^ ^ 10 

Total  for  European  service.  ^••••.    81 

•The  force  appropriated  to  watch  the  move- 
ments of  the  French  ships  in  the  ports  in 
the  Bay  of  Biscay  may  be  considered  fully 
adequate,' until  the  fleet  returns  from  the 
Baltic,  when  one  half  of  the  ships,  as  they 
may  be  refitted,  will  be  disposable  for  the 
blockade  of  those  ports,  and  the  other  half 
to  aid  in  the  blockade  of  the  Texel^ 
Scheldt,  &c.  during  the  winter  months. 
^  Upon  the  whole,  therefore,  even  with  a 
Tiew  to  the  contingency  of  Sweden  being 
apposed  to  us,  and  to  the  service  of  Spain 
and  Portugalr  8 1  sail  of  the  line  would 
appear  to  be  perfectly  sufficient  for  Eu- 
ropean seryice. 

France  having  now  no  port  in  the  Cha- 
ribbees,  and  of  course  no  means  ot  keeping 
up  any  permanent  naval  force  in  that 
quarter,  very  few  ships  of  the  line  can  be 
tequired  for  the  West-India  station ;  and^ 
under  the  present  circumstances,  1  am 
not  aware  that  any  considerable  number 
of  ships  of  the  line  can  be  requisite  in  the 
East  Indies.  If,  therefore,  ten  ships  of  the 
line  were  allotted  for  the  East  and  West 
liaSf  Portuguese  America,  the  Cape  of 


Good  Hope  and  North  Ameriea^  the  whol« 
force  requisite  for  European  and  foreim 
service^  would  amount  to  91  sail  of  toe 
line;  a  force  which  I  consider  amply 
sufficient  for  every  probable  demand. 

On  those  distant  stations  it  is- certainly 
expedient  to  employ  a  number  of  frigaiesi, 
and  smaller  vessels  of  war,  both  for  the 
protection  of  our  own  trade  and  the  an* 
noyance  of  that  of  our  enemies ;  and  we 
possess  ample  means  of  making  such  an 
appropriation  of  this  description  of  for^ew 
1  have  reason  to  believe  that  Finance  and 
Holland  have  not,  together,  more  than 
30  frigates. 

I  trust  your  lordships  will  believe  that  I 
should  be  one  of  the  lant  men  to  recom- 
mend that  our  naval  establi:ibaient  should 
be  put  upon  a  footing  of  doubt  or  nice 
balance  with  the  force  of  the  enemy. 
Our  superiority  ought  at  all  times  to  be 
decisive  and  commanding;  but  I  am  sure 
I.  am  reasoning  soundly,  when  I  contend 
that,  considering  the  scarcity  of  naval 
timber  and  the  high  price  of  naval  stores 
of  every  description,  this  is  not  a  moment 
when  the  country  ought  to  give  way  to  a 
wasteful,  ostentatious,  and  prodigal,  ex- 
pendituie.  .  And  such  I  consider  an  un- 
necessary number  of  ships  in  commission, 
if  they  be  either  detained  in  our  own 
ports  or  sent  where  they  are  not  likely  lo 
meet  with  an  enemy.  I  do  mainlain  that» 
circumstanced  as  the  country  now  is,  we 
ought  to  husband  our  navy,  particularly 
our  ships  of  the  line,  in  order  that  we  may 
keep  as  many  as  possible  sound  and  entire, 
to  meet  future  exigencies,  when  the  in* 
creased  strength  of  our  enemies  may  render 
the  equipment  and  employment  of  a 
larger  force  essential  to  the  preservation 
and  the  safety  of  the  empire.  * 

These ^are  sentiments  which  I  have  long 
entertained,  and  they  are  not  declared  al 
the  present  moment  for  the  purpose  of 
supporthig  a  favourite  proposition;  still 
less  with  any  intention  of  either  idly  or 
factiously  censuring  the  administration  of 
the  country.  It  will  always  give  me  pain 
when  I  cannot  concur  in  the  measures  of 
those  to  whom  his  Majesty  may  think 
proper  to  entrust  the  administration .  of 
public  affairs;  and  it  is  peculiarly  painful 
to  me  to  criticise  the  administration  of  a 
department  over  which  I  once  presided.  I 
am  aware  of  the  imputations  to  which  such 
a  line  of  conduct  is  liable,  and  nothing 
would  induce  me  to  undertake  such  a 
task,  but  the  conviction  I  entertain  that  in 
some  very  important  particulars  bis  Ma« 
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jctiy  is  not  well  ftdvited  on  th«  niTal  and  i 
miutary  interests  of  the  country. 

Bat  to  return  to  the  subject:  I  have 
stated  that,  in  the  opinion  I  entertain  re- 
specting an  unnecesMry  expense  of  naTal 
establishment,  1  am  not  urging  an  opinion 
which  I  have  lightlv  or  lately  adopted. 
Immediately  after  the  glorious  and  un- 
paralleled Tictory  of  Trafalgar,  1  had  oc- 
casion, in  answer  to  a  communication  from 
Mr.  Pitt,  to  write  two  letters  to  him ;  in 
both  of  which,  but  more  especially  in  the 
latter,  I  took  oci^ion  to  express  opinions 
similar  to  those  I  am  now  pressing  upon 
your  lordships. 

After  Slating  the  ideas  which  I  enter- 
tained   upon  the  pleasins  and  esiential 
change  in  our  naval  affairs,  arising  out 
of  the  glorious  victory  of  Trafalgar,  and 
the  brilliant  success  of  the  squadron  under 
sir  Richard  Strachan,  I  repre^nted  to  him 
that  I  hoped  the  reports  then  given  in  the 
daily  papers,  of  an  intention,  on  the  part  of 
the  board  of  admiralty,  to  repair  forthwith 
and    to    put  into  coidmimion  the  ships 
taken  by  sir  Ric  hard's  iiouadron  were  nn- 
found«d,  as  1  entertainra  a  htflief  rhat  the 
results  of  those  victories  were  so  decisive 
as  to  render  the  naval  force  of  the  enemy 
incapable  of  making  any  stand  against 
the  fleet  of  this  country  during  the  re* 
.  nainder  of  the  war.     I  therefore  suggested 
that,  instead  of  putting  the  captured  ships 
into  cummisHion,'they  should  receive  such 
jrepairs  as  they  might  be  in  need  of;  and 
be  laid  up ;  that  such  of  our  own  ships  as 
could  be  spared  should  be  gradually  paid 
'  ofl^  repaired,  and  laid  up,  and  that  no  more 
new  ships  should  be  commissioned,  but 
that,  as  soon  as  they  were  launched,  they 
should  be  laid  up,  conceiving  it  to  be  the 
best  policy  that  measures  should  be  taken 
to  preserve  our  ships,  so  as  to  enable  us  to 
bring  forward  such  a  fleet  as  might,  even- 
lualJy,  be  capable  of  meeting    and  of 
vanquishing  all  the  naval  powers  of  Eu- 
rope. 

1^  likewise  recommended  that,  under 
the  existing  circumstances,  more  time 
sbonki  be  given  to  the  merchant  builders 
than  had  been  allowed  by  the  conditions 
of  their  contracts,  in  order  that  the  timber 
might  be  better  seasoned,  and  that  the 
ships  which  thev  were  then  building  might 
thereby  be  rendered  more  durable  and  ef- 
ficient ;  and  I  added  that,  considering  the 
scarcity  and  consequent  difficulty  of  pro- 
coring  an  adequate  supply  of  naval  tim- 
ber, no  ship  shoujo  be  allowed  to  be 
Woken  op  until  it' should  be  clearly 
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certained  that  she  was  totally  unfit  for    . 
any  farther  service  whatever.* 

*  The  following  are  copies  of  these  let^ 
ters: 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Lord  Melville  to 
Mr.  Pitt,  dated  Dunira,  Nov.  11,  1805. 

"  My  dear  Sir ;  The  guardian  angel  of 
Great  Britain  neter  fails  to  interpose  at 
moments  the  most  critical,  and  where  such 
interposition  is  least  looked  for.  Never  * 
was  that  observation  more  verified  than  ia 
the  communications  which  were  accom* 
panied  by  your  note  of  last  night ;  the 
disasters  on  the  Danube  required  some  an* 
tidote  more  powerful  than  we  had  almost 
ever  required  at  any  former  period,  and 
the  one  which  has  arrived  exceeds  what 
the  most  sanguine  wish  could  have  almost 
hoped  for.  The  eflects  to  Europe  in  ge- 
neral, and  in  Europe,  I  hope  will  be  great; 
but,  to  the  separate  interests  of  our  own 
country,  the  consequences  are  beyond  cal- 
culation. The  fleets  of  our  enemies  were 
ailvancing  fsster  than  they  ought  to  have 
done,  consistently  with  our  maintaining^  a 
superiority  such  as  we  possessed  dunnr 
the  later  periods  of  the  last  war,  indeeS 
from  the  time  of  lord  Howe's  victory. 
That  victory  had  the  efiect  of  baffling  all 
the  naval  exertions  of  our  enemies  during 
the  remainder  of  the  war;  this  victory  x 
will  have  precisely  the  same  effect :  they 
cannot  recover  it ;  indeed,'  unless  they 
have  got  great  supplies  of  naval  stores  in 
the  ports  of  Spain,  since  the  time  I  \th  the 
admiralty,  I  ao  not  see  how  they  can  re« 
pair  the  crippled  ships  that  have  made 
their  escape  to  Cadis. 

<<  In  such  a  moment  you  will  not  think 
me  a  croaker  if  I  most  earnestly  recom* 
mend  to  yoii  not  to  allow  any  diminution 
of  our  naval  exertions  to  take  place  in  con*  ^ 
sequence  of  this  great  event ;  and,  although 
new  ships  must  be  progressively  coming 
forward,  I  am  sure  you  will  fe^  the  ne* 
cessity  of  resisting  every  attempt  to  break 
up  any  tif  our  ships  of  war,  however  old, 
while  they  can,  at  any  expence  not  im- 
moderate,  be  kept  in  a  state  fit  for  any 
service.  The  scarcity  of  naval  timber 
renders  this  at  present,  more  than  at  any 
former  period,  a  consideration  of  deep  iso* 
portance ;  and,  if  it  was  possible  to  allow 
the  indulgence  of  any  sentimtot  of  regret 
in  the  contemplation  of  such  brilliant  suc- 
cess, it  would  be  on  account  of  the  neoet* 
sity  there  was  for  destroying  or  abandon* 
ing  so  many  of  onr  prinea.     They  would 
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equipped^  SO  as  to  be  apon  a  par  with  an 
'equal  number  of  our  own. 

In  truth»  my  lords^  I  argue  this  ps^rt  of 
the  question  wiih  more  confidence,  be- 
'cause,  although  I  am  perfectly  ready  to 
yield  my  opinion  to  a  more  correct  view 
-of  the  subject,  I  am  strongly  impressed 
with  a  convict ion/that  the  navstl  establish- 
ment of  the  country  is  now  upon  a  scale 
'considerably  exceeding  what  in  wisdom, 
]R  sound  policy,  and  on  every^ principle  of 
'economy,  it  ought  to  be. 

Id  order  to  make  my  ideas  in  this  res- 
pect nioie  intelligible  lo  your  lordships,  I 
'shall  dotiiil  hypothetically  what  I  con- 
'ceive  to  be  not  an  improbable  distribu- 
'tioii  of  our  naval  force,  as  applicable  to 
■the  extpnt  and  existing  positions  of  the 
fleets,  that  are,  or  may  eventually  be,  op- 
posed to  us. 

Sail  of  the  lioe. 

Por  the  Baltic 20 

[    To  watch  the    motions  of  the 
.Dutch  ileet, — the  French  fleet  in 
'the  Scheldt,  and  at  Cherbourg  ......    18 

For     the  ports   in  the  Bay  of 

Biscay f 13 

Foi'  the  Mediterranean  and  Black 

Sea 21 

For  the  service  of  Llsboii  and 
Cadiz ^ 10 


Total  for  European  service.  »•••••    81 

•The  force  appropriated  to  watch  the  move- 
ments of  the  French  ships  in  the  ports  in 
the  Bay  of  Biscay  may  be  considered  fully 
adequate,' until  the  fleet  returns  from  the 
Baltic,  when  one  half  of  the  ships,  as  they 
may  be  refitted,  will  be  disposable  for  the 
blockade  of  those  ports,  and  the  other  half 
to  aid  in  the  blockade  of  the  TexeL 
Scheldt,  &c.  daring  the  winter  months. 
^  Upon  the  whole,  therefore,  even  with  a 
-▼iew  to  the  contingency  of  Sweden  being 
apposed  to  OS,  and  to  the  service  of  Spain 
and  Portugal,  V I  sail  of  the  line  would 
appear  to  be  perfectly  sufficient  for  Eu- 
ropean service. 

France  having  now  no  port  in  the  Cha* 
tibbees,  and  of  course  no  means  ot  keeping 
up  any  permanent  naval  force  in  that 
quarter,  very  few  ships  of  the  line  can  be 
required  for  the  West- India  station;  and, 
under  the  present  circumstances,  1  am 
not  aware  that  any  considerable  nnmber 
of  ships  of  the  line  can  be  requisite  in  the 
EaM  Indies.  If,  therefore,  ten  ships  of  the 
line  were  allotted  for  the  East  and  West 
bdiiSy  Portuguese  America,  the  Cape  of 


Good  Hope  and  North  Amerieib  th^  whola 
force  requisiie  for  European  and  foreigo 
service,  would  amount  to  91  sail  of  the 
line;  a  force  which  I  consider  amply 
sufficient  for  every  probable  demand. 

On  those  distant  stations  it  is- certainly 
expedient  to  employ  a  number  of  frigatei^ 
and  smaller  vessels  of  war,  both  for  the 
protection  of  our  own  trade  and  the  aa* 
noyance  of  that  of  our  enemies ;  and  we 
possess  ample  means  of  making  such  an 
appropriation  of  this  descripMou  of  for<;ew 
I  have  reason  to  believe  that  France  and 
Holland  have  not,  together,  mure  than 
30  frigates. 

I  trust  your  lordships  will  believe  that  I 
should  be  one  of  the  last  men  to  recom* 
mend  that  our  naval  establishment  should 
be  put  upon  a  footing  of  doubt  or  nice 
balance  with  the  force  of  the  enemy. 
Our  superiority  ought  at  all  times  to  be 
decisive  and  commanding;  but  I  am  sure 
I  am  reasoning  soundly,  when  I  contend 
that,  considering  the  scarcity  of  naval 
timber  and  the  high  price  of  naval  stores 
of  every  description,  this  is  not  a  moment 
when  the  countr}r  ought  to  give  way  to  a 
wasteful,  ostentatious,  and  prodigal,  ex- 
pendituie.  .  And  such  I  consider  an  un* 
necessary  number  of  shipsin  commissionj 
if  they  be  either  detained  in  our  own 
ports  or  sent  where  they  are  not  likely  to 
meet  with  an  enemy.  I  do  maintain  that» 
circumstanced  as  the  country  now  is,  we 
ought  to  husband  our  navy,  particularly 
our  ships  of  the  line,  in  order  that  we  may 
keep  as  many  as  possible  sound  and  entire, 
to  meet  future  exigencies,  when  the  in* 
creased  strength  of  our  enemies  may  render 
the  equipment  and  employment  of  a 
larger  force  essential  to  the  preservation 
and  the  safety  of  the  empire.  « 

These^are  sentiments  which  I  have  long 
entertained,  and  they  are  not  declared  at 
the  present  moment  for  the  purpose  of 
supporthig  a  favourite  proposition;  still 
less  with  any  intention  of  either  idly  or 
factiously  censuring  the  administration  of 
the  country.  It  whI  always  give  me  pain 
when  I  cannot  concur  in  the  measures  of 
those  to  whom  his  Majesty  may  think 
proper  to  entrust  the  administration .  of 
public  aSairs;  and  it  is  peculiarly  painful 
to  me  to  criticise  the  administration  of  a 
department  over  which  I  once  presided.  I 
am  aware  of  the  imputations  to  which  such 
a  line  of  conduct  is  liable,  and  nothing 
would  induce  me  to  undertake  such  a 
task,  but  the  conviction  I  entertain  that  in 
some  very  important  partipulvs  bis  Ma« 
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j«iiv  is  not  w^  advised  on  ihe  naval  and 
military  interesU  of  ihe  countiy. 

Bot  to  ratorn  to  the  subject:  I  have 
stated  that»  in  the  opinion  I  entertain  re- 
specting an  unnecessary  expense  of  naval 
establiabment,  1  am  not  nrgmg  an  opinion 
which  I  have  lightly  or  lately  adopted. 
Immediately  after  the  glorious  and  un- 
paralleled victory  of  Trafalgar,  I  had  oc- 
casion^  in  answer  to  a  communication  from 
Mr.  Pitt,  to  write  two  letters  to  him ;  in 
.both  of  which,  bat  more  especially  in  the 
latter.  I  took  occasion  to  express  tkpinions 
«milar  to  those  I  am  now  pressing  upon 
your  lordships. 

After  Slating  the  ideas  which  I  enter- 
tained upon  the  pleasing  and  essential 
change  in  our  naval  affairs,  arising  out 
of  the  glorious  victory  of  Trafalgar,  and 
the  brilliant  success  of  the  squadron  under 
sir  Richard  Strschan,  I  represented  to  him 


certained  that  she  was  totally  unfit  for 
any  ferther  service  whatever.* 

*  The  following  are  copies  of  these  let^ 
ters: 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Lord  Melville  to 
Mr.  Pittf  dated  Dunira,  Nov.  11,  1805. 

**  My  dear  Sir ;  The  guardian  angel  of 
Great  Briuin  ne^er  fails  to  interpose  at 
moments  the  most  critical,  and  where  such 
interposition  is  least  looked  for.  Never 
was  that  observation  more  verified  than  in 
the  communications  which  were  accom* 
panied  by  your  note  of  last  night ;  the 
disasters  on  the  Danube  required  some  an* 
tidote  more  powerful  than  we  had  almost 
ever  required  at  any  former  period,  and 
the  one  which  has  arrived  exceeds  what 


the  most  sanguine  wish  could  have  almost 

^ hoped  for.     The  eflSscts  to  Europe  in  ge- 

that  1  hoped  the  reports  then  given  in  the    neral,  and  in  Eorope,  I  hope  will  be  great; 


daily  papers,  of  an  inteniion,  on  the  part  of 
the  board  of  admiralty,  to  repair  forthwith 
and  to  pot  into  conlmiiision  the  ships 
taken  by  sir  Rit  hard's  louadron  were  un- 
founded, as  1  entenaiiM*d  a  lielief  thst  the 
resnlts  of  those  victories  were  so  decisiye 
as  to  render  the  U'^val  force  of  the  enemy 
incapable  of  m.»king  any  stand  against 
the  fleet  of  this  country  during  the  re- 
.  Bsaiiider  of  the  war.  I  therefore  suggested 
that,  instead  of  putting  the  captured  ships 
into  cummia<ion,'they  should  receive  such 
repairs  as  they  might  be  in  need  of,  and 
be  laid  up;  that  such  of  oor  own  ships  as 
coold  be  spared  should  be  gradually  paid 
cff,  repaired,  and  laid  up,  and  that  no  more 
new  ships  should  be  commissioned,  but 
•that,  as  soon  as  they  were  launched,  they 
abottld  be  laid  up,  conceiving  It  to  be  the 
best  policy  that  measures  shoald  be  taken 
to  preserve  our  ships,  so  as  to  enable  as  to 
bring  forward  such  a  fleet  as  might,  even- 
loally^  be  capable  of  meeting  and  of 
yanqoiabing  all  the  naval  powers  of  Eu- 
rope. 

1^  likewise  recommended  that,  under 
the  existing  circumstances,  more  time 
ahoald  be  given  to  the  merchant  builders 
than  had  been  allowed  by  the  conditions 
of  their  contracts,  in  order  that  the  timber 
might  be  better  seasoned,  and  that  the 
ships  which  they  were  then  boikKng  might 
thereby  be  renaered  more  durable  and  ef- 
ficient ;  and  ]  added  that,  considering  the 
scarcity  and  consequent  diflBculiy  of  pro- 
icoring  an  adequate  supply  of  naval  tim- 
ber, no  ship  shofUti  he  allowed  to  be 
brokcfi  op  UA^I  it' should  be  clearly  aa- 


but,  to  the  separate  interests  of  our  own 
country,  the  conseqqencesare  beyond  cal- 
culation. The  fleets  of  our  enemies  were 
advancing  faster  than  they  ought  to  have 
done,  consistently  with  CHir  maintaining  a 
superiority  such  as  we  possessed  dunnr 
the  later  periods  of  the  last  war,  indeed 
from  the  time  of  lord  Howe's  victory. 
That  victory  had  the  effect  of  bsfBing  all 
the  naval  exertions  of  our  enemies  during 
the  remainder  of  the  war;  this  victory 
will  have  precisely  the  same  eflect :  they 
cannot  recoyer  it ;  indeed,'  unless  they 
have  got  great  supplies  of  naval  stores  in 
the  ports  of  Spain,  since  the  time  I  lefk  the 
admiralty,  I  ao  not  see  how  they  can  re* 
pair  the  crippled  ships  that  have  made 
their  escape  to  Cadis. 

**  In  such  a  moment  you  will  not  think 
me  a  croaker  if  I  most  earnestly  recom- 
mend to  you  not  to  allow  any  diminution 
of  oor  naval  exertions  to  take  place  in  con* 
sequence  of  this  great  event ;  and,  although 
new  ships  most  be  progressively  coming 
forward,  I  am  sure  you  will  feel  the  ne- 
cessity of  resisting  every  attempt  to  break 
up  any  lyf  our  ships  of  war,  however  old, 
while  they  can,  at  any  ezpence  not  im- 
moderate, be  kept  in  a  state  fit  for  any 
service.  The  scarcity  of  naval  timber 
renders  this  at  present,  more  than  at  any 
former  period,  a  consideration  of  deep  im- 
portance ;  and,  if  it  was  possible  to  allow 
the  indulgence  of  any  sentimtot  of  regret 
in  the  contemplation  of  such  brilliant  soc- 
ceas,  it  would  be  on  accooat  of  the  neces- 
sity there  was  for  destroying  or  abandon* 
iog  so  many  of  our  priaes*     They  would. 
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tnd  I  bav*  ft  firm  belief  dbal*  ifliiiTftln»> 
ble  life  had  been  •pefed,  tbe  aoggMtions 


Some  weeks  after,  this  corredpondence 
I  joined  Mr.  Pitt  at  Bath,  and  had  raaoy 
conversations  with  him  upon  those  points; 


have  made  a  most  splendid  and  important 
addition  to  our  strength  in  large'  fthips  of 
war. 

"  I  meant  you  a  short  letter  of  thanks 
«nd  corigraiulatioQ,  and  I  find  I  bate  in- 
advertently got  into  a  naval  dissertation; 
but,  before  I  lay  down  my  pen,  I  mnst  add 
ft  few  lines  more,  again  to  entreat  yon  not 
to  think  me  a  croaker,  if  I  suggest  to  you. 
even  at  this  moment,  the  precaution  of 
adding,  as  far  as  practicable  to  the  nnni- 
beVs  of  our  gun-brigs  and  other  vessels  of 
that  description  between  this  and  the 
month  of  May  -next.  I  hope  in  God  our 
allies,  if  PruHsia  comes  forward,  may  af- 
ford us  rational  ground  of  confidence  from 
their  exertions ;  but,  after  what  has  hap- , 
pened  at  Ulm,  whether  piooeeding  from 
pnsillaniOHty  or  treachery,  it  is  impossi- 
ble not  to  be  diffident*  and  to  foresee  the 
possibility  of  our  being  again  to  contend 
aingle-handed.  If  that  moment  shall  come, 
let  us  not  be  unprepared  with  the  neant 
avhich  can  alone  give  confidence  to  the 
feelings  pf  the  conniry  under  soch  circoni- 
stances.  These  means  are  the  possession 
«f  sucb  numbers  of  strokig  armed  vessds 
as  ma^  be  sufficient  to  blockade  and  annoy 
every  plaoe  where  they  shall  attempt  an . 
assemblage  of  menacing  vessels  of  that  de-  ^ 
•criptaon.  You  know  well  my  sentiments 
of  invasion,  and  nothinff  has  ever  occurred 
to  shake  the  opinion  I  have  long  enter- 
tained, that  nothing  bat  frenzy  could  ima- 
gine the  possibility  of  a  iauccessfol  invasion 
of  this  country  against  a  decided  naval 
auplBriority*  mt  if  we  are  again  during 
the  present  war  to  be  reduced  to  single 
combat,  it  must  be  a  naval  war ;  and  un* 
less«  by  a  naval  force  adapted  to  the  pur- 
pose of  security  at  home,  the  minds  or  the 
cou9try  shall  be  set  at  ease,  yon  will  never 
be  able  to  achieve  those  great  naval  ope- 
rations against  the  distant  possessions  of 
oar  enemies,  which  will  be  necessary  to 
cut  off  their  commerce,  and  consequenUy 
their  naval  resources,  and  yet  it  is  by  these 
means  only  we  can  expect  to  retard  the 
progrew  as  a  naval  power,  which  France 
will  nstnrally  attempt  to  make,  in  the  pro- 
•ecutioa  of  the  rest- ntment  and  jealousy 
which  she  entertains  against  Great  Bn- 
taiu.  It  is  full  time  however  I  was  reliev- 
ing you  ftom  my  lucubrationi.  i  remaioj 
ffZ.  (Mgned)  MKLVitLa«" 

<<  p.  8.  It  is  impoiiibtonoi  toaKNim  Ifae 


I  offered  to  bim  woald  boI  have  beeit 


death  of  so  distingnished  and  iltiaeriooa  n 
character  as  lord  Nelson;  hot  I  cannot  for 
a  moment  participate  in  the  mode  of  re- 
gret which  is  expreised  on  iho  occmion. 
In  so  fiir  as  wa  lament  bim  on  accoont  of 
the  great  loss  the 'public  hat  sostaiaed  by 
the  nil  of  so  able,  so  popalar,  and  solia- 
loved,  an  admiral,  I  iieartily  join ;  but, 
with  regard  to  himself,  bis  death  is  envia- 
ble beyond  expression*  Accidents  mif  III 
have  lowered  his  name  in  a  fickle  cooniry, 
bat  such  a  brilliant  end,  following  such  a 
aeries  of  brilliant  service,  places  bia  fair 
fiune  beyond  the  reach  of  oqprice^  envy, 
or  malevolence." 

Copy  of  a  Lettbx  from  Lord  Melville,  to 
Mr.  Pitt,  dated  Melville  Castle,  No- 
vember SO,  1805. 

«'  My  Dear  Sir ;  I  have  received,  under 
yoar  cover,  this  morning,  the  additional 
ExtraordiMtry  Gazette;  which  certainljf 
placesthe  epiendoor  of  oor  naval  soccela 
in  a  view  even  more  forcible  than  befoi%« 
There  seems  just  llwee  ships,  out  of  the 
thirty»three  which  forased  the  combined 
fleet,  left  fit  for  service.  In  the  coursn  &f 
my  rides;,  these  few  days  past,  I  ^ave  been 
thinking  a  great  deal  on  the  most  expo^ 
dient  Kne  of  conduct  to  be  adopted  with 
regard  to  onr  naval  affitiia,  in  censeqaeiida 
of  the  essential  change  created  \Sj^^m 
late  successes.  The  Gaaette  of  thia  monil- 
ing  stronsrlv  confirms  ma  in  the  train  of 
thuikinff  1  had  entertained  on  the  subject. 
I  was  led  to  it  from  obnerving  in  the 
newspapers  that  the  Admiralty  mtended 
immediately  to  repair  and  put  into  com- 
mission th^  ships  uken  by  Sir  Rtchaid 
Sirachan.  I  shall  shortly  state  to  you  my 
reMoik^fi>r  thinking  this  would  be  very 
injndicions.  It  is  so  clear  that  I  need  not 
say  any  thing  to  prove  a  proposiUoH 
which  is  indisputable ;  vie.  that  "for  the 
remainder  of  this  war,  be  it  longer  dr' 
shorter,  the  naval  power  of  the  enemy 
cannot  make  beadagaiifst  the  fleet  of  thia 
country,  and  that  conseqoently  sach  ar- 
rangemei^ts  ^may  be*  Ikia^de  respecting  our 
fleet  as  if  the  war  were  actually  at  an 
end.  Under  such  circumstances  it  would 
be  wisdom  in  this  coowry  to  lay  the 
foundation  of*  and  unremiiiiiigly  perse* 
vere  in,  such  measort^s  as  would  enable 
tis,  in  case  of  a  new  war,  to  produce  a 
greait  fleet»  consiatiiig  ao^  of  woi a-oni  and 
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oredookad ;  but  he  w«8  Dorar  aUe  agdn 
to  take  part  in  any  pubiic  butinen. 

It  may  be  proper  hese  to  remark  that» 
aUice  the  mciBorable  ?ietory  of  Tra&lgar, 
the  naral  lome  of  the  enemy  baa  been 
diminished  by  the  capture  and  deitrootion 
of  many  ships  of  the  linef  frigate^  and  in- 
ferior Tessels  of  war, 

Lat  me  then  entreat  your  lordships^  hot 
nK>re  especiiyyiy  his  M^eyty's  adftsen,  to 
give  a  serious  consideration  to  what  I  have 
urged;,  and  I  persuade  myself  that,  if 

decayed  ships^  hot  of  ships  in  good  re« 
pair,  and  fit  to  encoonter  the  fleets  of  any 
.Bopposable  combination  of  enemies.  I 
aay  you  hare  it  in  your  power  now  to 
a^pt  this  system ;  and,  therefore^  in  place 
of  impidly  and  ostentatiously  potting  the 
new  ceptured  ships  into  commission,  (tak- 
ing it  for  granted,  as  I  do,  that  they  are 
excellent  ships,)  I  would  put  them  in  the 
best  possible  state*  to  be  laid  up,  to  make 
part  of  a  future  flee|»  when  the  eziffencies 
of  the  country  may.  require  it.  I  would 
do  the  same  with  the  bestof  ourown  ships, 
aa  thev  required  to  be  docked  or  refitted. 
I  would  reserre  for  the.  same  purpose  all 
the  ships  now  building,  either  in  the  kintf'f 
or  merchants'  yards,  and  I  would  give  tne 
oontractors.who  are  building  them  some 
relaxation  of  the  time  specmed  in  their 
contracts^  because  this  service  is  Bot  io 
pressing  as  it  was^  and  because,  by  building 
more  uowly»  the  timber  will  be  better 
seasoned.  I  do  not  adrert  to  the  re« 
eoorces  to  be  expected  from  India,  or  any 
other  resources  which  may  be  in  our 
powers  These,  of  oonne,  will  ladd  to  our 
naval  strength ;  but^  circumstanced  as  the 
fleet  of  the  enemy  is,  it  appean  to  me, 
that,  by  the  means  I  h«re  already  stated, 
jrou  have  it  in  your  power,  even  during 
the  war,  to  commence  and  persevere  in  a 
syftem  of  naval  arrangements,  which,  in  a 
very  few  years,  would  put  the  Cbontry  m 
possession  of  a  Numerous  fleets  in  excelleiit 
condition,  and  ready  far  any  service  they 
may  be  oilled  upon  lo  undertake ;  «id  I 
am  sure  I  need  say  nothing  to  convince 
you  of  the  comfert  such  a  state  4>f  the 
navy,  at  the  commencement  of  war,  would 
be  to  the  country,  compared  with  the 
gloomy  prospect  which  was  at  one  mo* 
ment  felt,  in  consequence  of  the  measures 
pursued,  under  a  mistaken  idea  of  eco- 
nomy, by  his  Majesty's  advisers  imme« 
diately  subsequent  to  the  peace  of  Amiens. 
—Yon  will  na^orally  ask  if  the  iuggestioQa 
I  have  ofiered  are  oompetible  with  the 


ministers  attend  candidly  to  tbo'  suffges* 
tions  I  am  now  submitting  to  yew  lord- 
ships,   a  very  material   saving  may  be 
made  in  our  naval  expenditure  and  at 
the  same  time  afleet  raaintaiaed  wiiichMball' 
beperfectlyadequateioeveryexigencytbat 
may  arise.    I  assure  your  lordships  that  I' 
am  no .  advocate  for  such  a  system  ef  eco- 
nomy as  may  tend  to  impede  any  great- 
national  service,    more  especially  when- 
the  object  in  contemplation  may  be  con- 
nected with  the  interests  4»f  the  navy  ;  and  • 

means  of  keeping  afloat  a  sufficient  fleet, 
for  answering  the  lexigenciesoftfae  present 
war,  if  it  should  be  m  long  continuance. 
I  have  no  doubt  on  that  point;  and  I  am 
perfectly  confident  that,  by  ineans  of  the 
oldest  and  least  serviceable  ships  in  our 
fleets  a  force  ttiight  with  ease  be  kept  up 
which  would  ouulo,  both  in  numbers  and 
strength,  any  thins  the  enemy  could' 
bring  against  us.  I  am-  sure  you  may  as- 
sume it  as  a  certain  proposition  that,  with- 
out commeree,  and  considering  the  havock 
,  which  has  been  made  among  their  ships 
and 'their  seaihen,  it-  is  impossible  for  our 
enemies  to  bring  out  a  fleet  that  can  create 
the  smallest  apprehension.  Continue^ 
therefore,  the  system  which  necessity 
obliged  us  to  adopt  in  the  month  of  March, 
Repair  and  refit,  as  occasion  may  require^ 
but  let  It  not  be  that  thorough  repair  which 
requires  much  time  and  expence.  The 
eieperience  yo^  have  had  in  the  course  of 
this  last  year  must  convince  you  how 
speedily  imd  efficaciously  a  naval  force 
may  be  brought  forward  lot  service.  The 
ships  so  brought  forward  have  borne  their 
full  share  in  the  laie  splendid,  achieve-. 
ments.  Even  in  giving  such  temporary 
repmrs,  it  may  perhaps  not  be  necessary 
to  have  recourse  to  Mr.  Snodgrass's  plan ; 
bet,  if  it  should,  the  experience  we  have 
lately  had  is  decisive  as  to  the  reliance  to 
be  placed  upon  it  Th6  Caesar,  which 
bore  the  flag  of  8fr  R.  Strachan,  is  one  of 
the  deubled  ships;  and  it  has  been  reported 
tame  that  Sir  Kichard  had  stated  that  she 
•ailed  as  well  after  as  before  the  operation, 
— ^I  have  taken  up  more  of  your  time  than 
I  intended ;  but  1  was  desirous,  in  a  matter 
of  such  magnitude,  to  put  either  you  or 
lord  Barham  in  possession  of  mv'ideas; 
and,  if  they  are  not  well  funded,  you 
will  of  course  pa^  no  attention  to  them.^- 
This  letter  reouires  no  answer;  and  there- 
fere  your  only  trouble  will  be  that  of 
reading  it.— I  remain,  &c. 

(Signed)  MELvata.* 
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yet»  mMA  thii  most  importent  wrvice,  no 
MperfliMMis  expenditure  should  be  in- 
cnrred. 

The  tennination  of  the  war  in  which  we 
are  now  engaged  no  human  being  can 
foreeee;  and  1  have  no  hesitation  in  de» 
daring  tbat»  so  long  as  France  shall  re- 
tain the  sovereignty  of  the  continent  of 
Europe,  it  is,  in  my  judgment,  impossible 
to  make  a  desirable  peace  with  her ;  im- 
pressed as  {  am  with  a  belief,  that  any 
peace  which  she  might  propose  would  but 
too  probably  le^  to  the  subjugation  of 
this  country,  by  presenting  to  the  ruler 
of  France  an  opportunity  of  creating  a 
naval  force,  which,  in  conjunction  with 
the  fleets  of  the  other  maritime  powers  of 
Europe,  (all  of  whom,  with  the  exception 
of  Spain  and  Portugal,  are  now  completely 
under  his  controul)  might  dispute  with  us 
the  sovereignty  of  the  oceaii.  This  is  the 
event  to  which  we  must  look  forward,  as 
then,  though  perhaps  not  till  then,  we 
ahould  have  to  contend,  not  merely  for 
our  independence  but  for  our  very  ex- 
istence. While  we,  however,  retain  the 
dominion  of  the  sea,  and  preserve  the 
fabric  of  our  constitution,  which  is  the 
true  and  genuine  source  of  our  manufac- 
tures, of  our  commerce,  of  our  agriculture, 
and  of  our  revenue,  we  have  nothing  to 
apprehend  from  the  boasted  threatsor  from 
pe  power  of  France.  These  may  be  con* 
•idered  as  mere  bugbears  i  let  the  war  be 
conducted  on  a  rational  and  practicable 
system,  and  we  shall  find  our  resources 
perfectly  adequate  to  the  contest,  so  long 
as  circumstances  and  the  safety  of  the 
country  may  render  a  continuation  of  it 
necessary. 

Having  so  lone  intruded  on  your  lord- 
ships time,  I  shall  avoid  entering  in  detail 
upon  any  of  the  other  considerations  which 
have  occurred  to  me  in  the  course  of  the 
investigation  I  have  had  occasion  to  make 
into  the  subject  now  under  discussion.  I 
cannot  however  conclude  without  express- 
ing my  earnest  hopes,  that  those  who  are 
entrusted  with  the  naval  administration  of 
the  country  will  give  a  moit  attentive  re- 
cital to  the  subject  of  our  naval  expendi- 
ture. This  war  has,  in  iu  progress,  ai- 
aumed  a  character  very  di&rent  mm  that 
of  any  former  contest  in  which  we  have 
been  engaged  ;  and  our  naval  superiority 
is  so  decided  that  it  cannot  with  propriety 
be  termed  a  naval  conteit:  but,  although 
the  ruler  of  France  cannot  pretend  to  ri'ial 
vt.in  that  respect,  still,  as  we  cannot  look 
forward  to  tha  terminatioa  of  the  war  so 


long  as  he  retains  his  present  ascendancy 
over  the  continent  of  Europe,  it  is  our  duty 
as  I  have  before  said,  to  make  such  re- 
gulations in  our  n&yaf  expenditure  as  may 
be  warranted  by  our  relatiTe  situation,  in 
order  to  enable  un  to  maintain  that  supe- 
riority for  any  length  of  time. 

I  am  convinced  that,  on  an  accorate  in" 
vestigation,  it  wduld  be  found  that  reduc* 
tions  might  be  made,  amounting  in  the 
aggregate  to  a  larffe  sum. 

A  very  materialsaving  would  arise  from 
our  not  keeping  in  commission  a  greater 
establishment  of  ships  of  the  line  than 
might  be  requisite  for  any  probable  de* 
mand :  and  I  am  satisfied,  that  the  build* 
inff  of  new  ships  is  carried  to  a  most  in>* 
politic  extent^  and  much  unnecessary  ex-' 
pence  thereby  iqcorred.  Entertaining 
these  opinions,  I  confess  I  heard  with  sur- 
prise or  a  vote  of  1 5,000  additional  seamen 
for  the  service  of  the  present  year. 

I  am  aware  that  any  very  great  diminu- 
ti<m  of  our  naval  establishment  would  have 
the  efiect  of  throwing  a  considerable  num« 
her  of  our  meritorious  officers  out  of  em- 
ployment :  but  I  cannot  suppose  that  any 
serious  opposition  can  be  fairly  grounded 
on  this  circumstance,  when  it  is  recollected 
that  the  same  efiect  would  be  produced 
in  a  much  greater  degree  by  the  return  of 
peace. 

I  do  not  overlook,  nor  am  I  disposed  to 
underrate,  this  inconvenience,  but  I  hare 
long  foreseen,  and  am  strongly  of  opinion 
that  a  remedy  might  be  found  to  compen- 
sate the  service  for  the  hardship  to  mdi« 
viduals  arising  out  of  the  unprecedented 
extent  of  our  naval  establishment,  and  the 
impossibility  at  all  times  of  giving  em- 
ployment to^  a  large  proportion  of  iu  best 
officers.  But  every  such  act  of  benevolence 
ought  to  flow  spontaneously  from  the  so- 
vereign, and  a  particular  suggestion  com- 
ing from  any  other  quarter  would  be  an 
impertinent  intrusion. 

I  shall  now  conclude  with  moving  the 
following  Resolution  :  "  That  it  appeare 
to  this  House,  in  consideration  of  the 
many  advanta|;es  attending  the  convey- 
ance of  troops  m  king's  shipe,  fitted  op  as 
troop-ships,  over  the  mode  of  conveyance 
in  hired  transports,  that  it  is  essential  to 
the  interests  of  this  country  that  an  ade- 
quate number  of  king's  ships  should,  with- 
out d^lay,  be  prepared  and  held  in  rea* 
diness  for  the  accommodation  of  anch 
troops  as  it  may  be  found  expedient  to 
embark  in  fortherance  of  the  public  aer* 
vice." 
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Lord  Mulgrme  expressed  hit  rarpriae* 
that  ibe  noble  viscount  skunld  have  dwelt 
upon  the  adraotages  to  be  derived  from 
naval  disctplioe  on  board  of  ships  of  war 
employed  for  the  conveyance  of  troops, 
after  the  letters  which  the  noble  viscount 
bad  received  upon  a  former  occasion*  from 
naval  officers  of  high  rank,  strongly  ex- 
preisinff  the  great  inconveniences  which 
bad  arisen  from  it,  and  after  what  had 
happened  on  board  some  of  the  ships  em- 
ployed for  this  purpose  in  the  Expedition 
to  Egypt.  In  thai  expedition  41,000  tons 
of  troop-ships  were  employed  for  the  con- 
veyance of  17,000  troops;  and  it  appeared 
upon  a  comparison  of  expence,  that  in 
troop  ships  it  was  27/.  per  ton,  and  55L 
per  man ;  and  that  in  hired  transporu  the 
expence  was  not  more  than  1 2L  per  ton, 
and  24/.  per  man.  His  lordship  depre- 
cated the  idea  of  reducing  our  navy  at  a 
period  like  the  present,  and  observed  upon 
the  difficulty  of  restoring  it  to  its  former 
state  of  efficiency,  when  once  reduced, 
the  calculation  besides  of  the  noble  vis- 
count of  the  number  of  ships  that  could 
be  mustered  against  us  was  erroneoa»— 
the  actual  number  being  lOi,  It  was 
quite  impracticable  to  derive  from  our 
navy  the  quantity  of  tonnage  necessary 
for  tlie  transport-service— the  quantity 
now  employed  being  147,000  tons.  Hu 
lordship  thought  it  impossible  to  get  over 
the  difficulties  which  occurred  in  the 
clashing  of  the  two  services,  when  troops 
were  embarked  on  board  ships  of  war. 
As  to  sending  out  an  expedition  to  Flush- 
ing in  the  early  part  of  last  year,  it  waa 
impossible,  in  consequence  of  there  not 
being  troops  enough  who  were  sufficiently 
recovered  from  the  effects  of  the  retreat 
to  Corunna.  Conceiving  the  motion  to 
be  an  unneceuary  interference  with  the 
executive  government,  he  moved  the  pre- 
vious question. 

The  Earl  of  Warwick  observed  upon  the 
want  of  water  at  Walcheren,  and  stated 
that  the  soap  which  he  had  recently  dis- 
covered, ana  which  would  wash  perfectly 
well  with  sea  water,  might  be  rendered 
the  means  of  saving  the  consumption  of  an 
immense  quantity  of  freA  water  in  the 


The  Earl  of  OoUma^  was  decidedly  of 
opinion  that  any  measure  which  interfered 
with  the  paramount  authority  of  the  coin- 
naader  of  a  ship  of  war,  on  board  that 
ship,  would  destroy  the  discipline  of  the 
aavy ;  but  he  thought  th^  difficulty  might 
be  easily  got  Qitx,  by  miking  the  troop 
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ships  a  separate  establishment  from  the 
regular  navy,  and  enacting  for  it  special 
regulations  by  act  of  parliament.  In  this 
view  .of  the  question,  he  was  clearly  of 
opinion,  that  there  would  be  immensely 
superior  advantages  in  conveying  troops 
in  troop  ships,  instead  of  hired  transports. 

Earl  Stanhope  agreed  with  the  nobl» 
earl,  and  observed  upon  the  superior  ad- 
vantages which  would  be  derived  ftouL 
having  a  class  of  vessels  drawing  ltttl# 
depth  of  water,  and  which  might  he  em- 
ployed for  the  conveyance  of  troops^  and 
for  various  other  purposes.  He  had  shevMi 
this  by  an  experiment  of  his  own,  the  re- 
sult of  which  was,  a  vessel  1 1 1  feet  ia 
length,  which  drew  only  seven  feet  odd 
inches  of  water,  and  outsailed  the  swiftest 
vessel  in  th^  navy.  "^ 

Viscount  Melviile  shortly  replied,  and 
observed,  that  his  idea  was  not  the  em* 
ployment  of  ships  of  war  for  the  convey* 
ance  of  troops,  as  supposed  by  the  noble 
lord,  but  of  troop  shipii,  as  mentioned  by 
his  noble  friend  (the  earl  of  Galloway)* 
With  respect  to  Flushing,  he  still  thought 
that  a  force  sufficient  for  the  object  he  had 
mentioned  might  have  been  sent  over 
early  in  the  last  year. 

llie  Karl  of  Liverpool  observed,  that  thm 
question  as  now  stated  with  reference  to 
the  establishment  of  troop  ships,  with  se- 
parate regulations^  was  one  of  great  dif- 
ficulty, and  which  required  very  serious 
consideration,  and  which  therefore,  with- 
out giving  an  opinion  upon  it,  was  on^ 
that  could  not  be 'decided  upon  in  the 
manner  now  proposed.  As  to  Flushing, 
he  assured  bis  noble  friend  that  troopa 
could  not  be  spared  for  the  object  he  had 
mentioned  at  that  time ;  and  supposing  it 
io  have  been  done,  all  the  ulterior  objects 
of  the  expedition  to  the  Scheldt  must  have 
been  given  up. 

The  previous  question  was  fl^eed  te 
without  a  divisioo. 


«OUSS   Ot  COMMONS. 

Monday,  Mwf  21. 

[Petition  prom  LivsapooL  Foa  Ri- 
FOiM  IN  Pakliamxnt.]  General  TarUtom 
stated,  that  he  had  in  his  hand  a  petition 
from  certain  inhabiunts  of  LiverfMiol.  ia 
favour  of  parliamentary  reform,  &c.  The 
mayor  hM  refuied  to  call  a  meeting,  but 
the  petition  was  signed  by  3,000  peltens. 
many  of  them  well  known  lo  him  as  of 
the  most  respectable  description  and  of 
considerable  property  and  infloence. 
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The  Ptetftion  was  then  delirered  m  at 
ihe  table  and  read  ;  setting  forth,  "  That, 
in  the  y«*ar  1793,  his  Majesty,  by  the 
advice  of  his  then  ministers,  engaged  in  a 
War  against  France,  for  the  purpose  of 
Curbing  the  power  of  that  country,  and 
circumscribing  its  limits ;  and  that  in  the 
prosecution  of  the  said  war,  various  mili- 
tary expeditions  have  been  planned  and 
conducted  by  successive  administrations, 
which  expeditions  have  almost  uniformly 
failed  in  accomplishing  the  objects  for 
which  they  were  undertaken;  and  that,  in 
proof  of  this  assertion,  the  petitioners  beg 
leave  tc  c^ll  to  the  recollection  of  the 
House  the  expedition  to  Flanders  in  the 
year  179S,  the  descent  upon  Quiberon 
Bay  in  1794',  the  invasion  of  Holland  in 
1799>  the  attack  on  Constantinople  in 
1807,  the  expeditions  to  Egypt  and  Bue- 
nos Ayres  in  the  same  year,  the  disgrace- 
fti\  coilvention  of  Cintra,  the  campaign  of 
Sir  John  Moore  in  Spain,  and  the  retreat 
of  Sir  Arthur  Wellesiey  after  the  victory 
of  Talavera,  where  he  left  his  sick  and 
wounded  to  the  mercy  of  the  enemy  :  and 
that  the  petitioners  particularly  beg  leave 
to  call  to  the  recollection  of  the  House, 
that  his  Majesty's  present  ministers  did, 
in  July  last,  fit  out  an  armament  of  a  mag- 
fiitode  unexampled  in  the  annals  of  this 
country,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  the 
city  of*  Antwerp,  and  destroying  the  ships 
and  stores  which  mfgfit  be  found  in  that 
port ;  and  that  the  said  armament  returned 
home  without  effecting  the  object  of  its 
equipment,  and  having  its  numbers  miser- 
ably thinned  by  a  disease,  the  certainty 
of  the  occurrence  of  which  seems  to  have 
been  known  to  every  body,  his  Majesty'-s 
ministers  alone  excepted ;  and  the  peti- 
tioners further  beg  leave  to  represent  to 
the  House,  that,  in  considering  the  foreign 
policy  of  the  different  administrations  who 
have  managed  the  war  with  France,  they 
find^  that,  whereas  on  our  entrance  into 
the  said  war,  all  the  great  powers  of  Eu- 
rope were  in  alliance  with  Q9»  they  are 
now  arrayed  on  the  side  of  the  enemy ; 
and  that  the  general  result  of  the  present 
long  protracted  hostilities  is,  that,  notwith- 
standing the  moat  gallant  exertions  on  the 
part  of  his  Majesty's  fleets  and  armies, 
the  limits  of  France,  instead  of  being 
contracted,  are  greatly  extended,  and  that 
her  power,  instead  of  being  checked, 
reigns  paramount  throughout  almost  the 
whole  of  Europe;  bnd  the  petitioners, 
moreover,  beg  leave  humbly  to  state,  that 
their  ieeliogs  on   the   above-mentioDed 


subjects  are  greatly  aggp-avated.  by  the 
scandalous  system  of  peculation  which  has 
of  late  years  been  disclosed,  and  by  the 
profuse  expenditure  of  public  money, 
which  has  occasioned  the  grievous  weight 
of  taxation  under  which  the  nation  now 
labours;  and  the  petitioners  do  humbly 
conceive,  that  a  long  train  of  misfortune^ 
such  as  they  have  enumerated,  and  the 
consequent  diminution  of  the  relative 
strength  and  political  influence  of  the 
nation,  must  be  imputed  as  matter  of 
blame  either  to  the  commanders  employed 
to  execute  the  measures  ot  government, 
or  to  ministers  who  by  the  linskiifulness  of 
their  plans  have  lost  attainable  objects,  or 
by  their  folly  and  obstinacy  have  wasted 
the  efforts  of  the  nation  on  objects  which 
are  unattainable  ;  and  yet  the  petitioners 
are  compelled  to  s^ite,  that,  save  in  the 
case  of  the  commander  of  the  expedition 
to  Buenos  Ayres,  no  individual,  either 
minister  or  general,  has  heen  brought  to 
punishment  as  being  accountable  for  the 
losses  and  misfortunes  which  have  befallen 
the  British  arms;  that,  on  the  contrary, 
the  plan  and  conduct  of  one  disastrous  ex- 
pedition after  another  stands  vindicated  on 
the  journals  of  the  House  ;  and  that  no* 
thtiig  appears  there  to  deter  his  Majestjr's 
ministers  from  again  wasting  the  hlood 
and  treasure  of  the  coutttry,  as  they  have 
lately  done  in  the  expedition  to  Walche- 
ren ;  and  the  petitioners  further  beg  leave 
Jo  state,  that  they  are  humbly  of  opinion 
that  this  impunity  of  the  planners  and 
conductors  of  disastrous  enterprizes,  and 
the  consequent  repetition  of  such  enter- 
prizes, is  no  otherwise  to  be  accounted  for 
than  by  the  mode  in  which  many  of  the 
members  of  the  House  obtain  seats  therein, 
and  especially  by  the  introduction  into 
the  House  ot  numerous  placemen,  pen- 
sioners, and  dependents  on  the  minister 
for  the  time  being,  whom  the  petitioner^ 
humbly  conceive  to  have  an  obvious  in- 
terest in  forbearing  to  condemn,  when 
condemnation  would  remove  from  office 
those  to  whom  they  look  up  for  fortune 
and  influence ;  and  the  petitioners  farther 
beg  leave  to  st-^te,  that  this  their  opinion 
has  of  late  been  strongly  confirmed,  by 
the  open  defence  of  the  system  of  parlia- 
mentary cnrrupti  *n  which,  during  the  last 
session  of  parliament,  was  set  up  in  the 
House,  and  which  drew  from  the  Speaker 
the  memorable  remark,  that  the  practiced- 
so  defended  were  practices  at  the  mention 
of  which  our  ancestors  would  have  started 
with  indignation  and  disgust ;  and  that  the 
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petiiionerfl  have  been  still  more  strongly 
confirmed  in  the  opinion  above  stated^  by 
ihe  fact  that  lord  viscount  Castlereaghj  a 
member  of  the  House,  was  in  the  said 
session  convicted  of  the  twofold  offence  of 
.oficring  East  India  patronage  in  barter  for 
a  seat  in  the  House,  and  that  this  ofience, 
and  the  vindication  of  the  system  of  cor- 
ruption above  alluded  to,  were  passed  over 
by  the  House  without  any  vote  of  censure 
thereon;  and  that  Sir  Francis Burdctt,  bart. 
also  a  member  of  the  House,  having  in  a 
letter  to  his  constituents  on  the  committal 
of  John  Gale  Jdn^s,  (questioned  the  right 
of  the  Hous^  to  commit  any  one  not  being 
a  member  of  the  same  for  an  offence  cog- 
nizable by  the  laws  of  the  land,  has,  ibr 
•the  publishing  of  the  above-mentioned 
letter,  been  himself  committed  a  prisoner 
to  the  Tower ;  and  tiie  petitioners  further 
beg  leave  to  state,  that,  reflecting  upon  the 
long  continued  impunity  of  the  authors  of 
national  disasters, -and  also  upon  the  im- 
punity of  lord  Castlereagh,  and  the  vindi- 
caters  of  parliamentary  corruption,  as  com- 
pared with  the  proceedings  lately  adopted 
against  Sir  F.  Burdett,  they  are  greatly  ap- 
prehensive that  an  opinion  may  go  abroad- 
among  the  people  at  large,  that  a  zealous 
maintenance  of  the  liberty  of  the  subject 
is  a  more  flagrant  offence  in  the  eye  of 
the  House  than  the  wanton  destruction, 
by  rashness  and  imbecility,  of  thousands 
of  his  Majesty's  gallant  soldiers  and  sea^ 
men,  the  profuse  expenditure  of  the  public 
resources,  or  the  corruption  of  the  repre- 
sentation of  the  people;  and  that  the  pe- 
titioners, abstaining  from  animadversions 
on  matters  which  will  in  all  probability 
become  tlie  subject  of  legal  investigation, 
humbly  state  to  the  House,  that,  consider- 
ing the  premises,  and  being  anxiously  de- 
sirous that  the  true  dignity  of  the  House 
should  be  maintained,  they  do  strongly 
but  respectfully  press  upon  the  considera- 
tion of  the  House  the  necessity  of  a  re- 
Ibrm  in  the  Commons  House  of  Parlia- 
ment, which  may  ensure  the  purity  and 
integrity  of  the  House,  and  above  all  the 
responsibility  of  ministers ;  and  they  fur- 
ther beg  leave  to  submit  to  the  ffisdom  of 
the  House  the  expediency  of  summoning 
Sir  F.  Burdett  to  assist  in  the  deliberations 
which  must  necessarily  take  place  on  this 
momentous  subject,  and  also  of  perform- 
ing what  the  petitioners  cannot  but  con- 
ftider  as  an  act  of  Justice,  the  liberation  of 
John  Gale  Jones  from  imprisonment,'' 

General   TarUion  stated  that  he  con- 
curred in  that  part  of  the  Petition  which 


related  to  reform,  but  could  not  give  up 
the  privileges  of  the  House.  He  movea 
that  it  be  laid  on  the  table. 

General  Ga$coyne  seconded  the  motion. 
He  agreed  in  the  renpectabiiity  of  many 
of  those  whose  signatures  appeared  to  the 
petition.  But  its  sentiments  were  by  no 
means  that  of  the  majority  of  the  popular 
tioh  of  Liverpool,  which  contained 
100,000  inhabitants.  .  I^ut  one- tenth  of 
those  he  thought  would  sign  that  petition. 
His  hon.  colleague  had  himself  not  very- 
long  ago  ent«Ttained  a  diOercnt  opinion- 
In  general  the  inhabitants  of  Liverpool 
were  content  with  the  blessings  they  eiv* 
joyed,  without  being  disposed  to  cavil  and 
exaggerate  evils. 

Mr.  Whttltrtad  remarked  that  there  a|^ 
peared  a  disposition  in  some  gentlemen 
to  discredit  petitions  when  they  came  to 
that  House.  This  petition  pretended  to 
be  nothing  more  than  an  expression  of  the 
sentiments  of  the  5,000  persons  who  had 
signed  it.  As  to  the  allusion  to  a  change 
of  opinion,  tbe  hon.  general  would  recol- 
lect that  the  member  for  Yorkshire  had 
strenuously  contended  that  the  strongest 
proof  of  independence  was  to  vote  some* 
times  with  one  side  and  sometimes  the 
other.  There  was  one  signature  which 
added  greatly  to  the  weight  of  the  peti|ioa 
^le  meant  that  of  Mr,  Roscoe,  a  moat 
enlightened  patriot ;  and  the  hon.  general 
would  forgive  him  the  wish,  that  Mr. 
Roscoe  had  presented  the  petition,  and 
that  the  honourable  general  had  signed  it. 

The  Petition  was  then  laid  on  the  table. 

[PETITIOIf    FROM  WoRCBSTfiS  POR  PaK- 

uamentary  Keform.]  Mr.  RobarU  pre- 
sented a  Petition  from  the  Inhabitants 
of  Worcester  iii  favour  of  Parliamentary 
Reform. 

Mr.  Gordon  seconded  the  motion  for 
its  being  laid  on  the  table,  and  expressed 
his  determination  to  support  such  a  Re- 
form as  might  be  consutent  with  the 
safety  of  the  constitution. 

The  Petition  was  read,  setting  forth : 
''That  the  Petitioners  arc  of  opinion  it 
is  indispensable  for  the  preservation  of  our 
adinirable  and  revered  constitution,  that 
the  House  should  be  so  formed  as  to  be- 
come in  realit)'  what  it  is  in  theory  and  ia 
name  (that  is  to  say.)  that  it  should  ao- 
tually  consist  of  the  representatives  of 
such  as  pay  taxes  to  the  State ;  and  that 
in  various  petitions  which '  have  been  pra* 
sented  to  the  House,  the  defective  state  of 
the  representation  has  been  clearly  point- 
ed out ;  and  particularly  in  a  petition 
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^presented  by  Clmrles  Grey,  esq.  (now  earl 
GreyO  on'  the  6th  day  of  May  1799,  it  was 
stated,  and  proof  thereof  was  offered  to  be 
adduced,  "  That  the  House  of  Commons  did 
sm  fully  and  fairly  represent  the  people 
of  England  ;  that  the  elective  franchise 
was  partially  and  unequally  distributed  ; 
and  that  the  right  of  voting  was  regulated 
by  no  uniform  or  rational  principle;" 
and  "  that  Rutland  and  Yorlcshire  (the 
one  the  smallest  and  the  other  the  largest 
county  in  England)  returned  an  equal 
number  of  representatives ;''  and  that  in 
such  petition  are  enumerated  various  other 
anomalies  in  the  representation  equally 
glaring,  as  will  appear  by  a  reference  to  the 
said  petition,  entered  on  the  Journals  of  the 
House ;  and  that  in  the  opinion  of  the 
petitioners  it  is  owing  to  these  defects  in 
the  constitution  of  the  House,  that  the  na- 
tion is  now « groaning  under  a  weight  of 
taxes  almost  intolerable,  occasioned  by  im- 
politic, ill-conducted  and  disastrous  wars ; 
and  also  that  to  the  same  cause  is  to  be  as- 
cribed tbe  present  temper  and  feeling  of 
tfaepeople,  who  are  unhappily  led  to  regard 
the  House  as  having  ceased  to  be  the  effi- 
cient guardians  of  their  rights,  their  li- 
berties and  their  properties ;  and  the  pe- 
titioners having  seen  that  the  hon.  Tho- 
nas  BrAttd,  one  of  the  members .  of  the 
House,  has  given  notice  of  a  motion  on 
this  sobgecty  do  therefore  earnestly  request 
that  this  House  will  give  the  same  their 
iMistseriotta  consideration,  in  *  order  that 
means  may  be  adopted,  not  only  for 
ahortening  the  duration  of  parliaments, 
but  for  carrying  into  speedy  effect  some 
measure  of  radical  reform,  calculated  to 
remedy  the  grievances  complained  of,  and 
to  entitle  the  House  to  tbe  afiection  and 
full  confidence  of  the  people/' 

[Pbtition  from  Canterbury  for  Rb- 
FORM  IN  Parliament.}  Mr.  Wwrdle  pre- 
aented  a  Petition  from  the  freemen  ana  in- 
iiabitants  of  Canterbury,  setting  forth, 
*'  That  the  petitioners,  tbe  freemen  and  in- 
habitants ot  the  antient  and  loyal  city  of 
Canterbury,  assembled  before  the  Gutld- 
hail  of  that  city,  on  th'e  14th  day  of  May 
1 810,  humbly  beg  leave  to  lay  before  Ihe 
House^their  neartfelt  regrets  at  tbe  late 
proceedings  of  the  House,  in  which  are  in- 
volved the  seiaure  and  commitment  of 
two  of  their  fellow-subjects,  on  a  charge 
of  having^  oflendedr  the  House  by  their 
nrritings,  the  breaking  open  of  a  dwelling 
boose  with  an  armed  military  fu'ce,  under 
Ihe  ailedged  sanction  of  a  warrant  from 
the  Speaker  o^  ibe  Hoase,  and  tha  fod 


stain  of  murder  fixed  by  two  conmera 
juries  on  that  body  of  troops  to  which  the 
care  of  the  royal  person  is  more  particn* 
lairly  confided ;  the  petitioners  neitber 
wish  nor  mean  to  insult  the  feelings  of  the 
House  by  an  open  and  explicit  declara- 
tion of  their  sentiments  on  these  subjects, 
and  they  humbly  trust  that  the  House  vrill 
not  be  oflended  when  they  say,  that  they 
feel  exactly  as  the  fiouse  would  feel,  sup* 
posine,  what  cannot  happen  in  this  reign, 
that  the  King  should  by  armed  force  break 
open  the  house  of  the  Speaker,  and  convey 
him  to  the  Tower,  for  having  uttered  an 
expression  in  a  pamphlet,  which  however 
true  in  itself,  might  be  offensive  to  some 
corrupt  member  of  administration;  and 
the  petitioners  do  further  beg  leave  to  state 
to  the  House,  that  where  the  reign  of  nn* 
limited  privilege  begins  that  of  liberty 
ends;  and  that  they,  in  common  with  thte 
great  mass  of  their  countrymen;  are  the* 
roughly  convinced,  that  if  a  body  of  men 
is  aflowed  to  be  prosecutor,  judge,jury,  and 
executioner  in  its  own  cause,  there  is  not 
sufficient  virtue  in  man  to  prevent  thai 
body  from  becoming  arbitrary,  oppressive, 
cruel,  and  tyrannical ;  the  petitioners  do 
therefore  most  humbly  entreat  the  House 
to  revise  their  proceedings  against  Mr. 
John  Gale  Jones  and  Sir  Francis  Burdett, 
and  to  state .  in  what  their  ofience  con- 
sists ;  for  in  the  paper  of  the  Ibrmer 
the  petitioners  can  see  nothing  to  excite 
such  indignation  in  the  House  :  and  the 
letter  of  sir  F.  Burdett  to  his  constituents 
most  ably,  legally  and  constitutionally 
discusses  the  question  of  the  confinaoBent, 
and  has  never  been  refuted  ;  and  the  peti- 
tioners are  the  more  earnest  that  the  House 
should  revise  their  proceedings  in  these 
respects,  since  they  are  notable  to  ac- 
count for  the  unexampled  severit]^  of  the 
House  towards  Mr.  John  Gale  Jones  and 
sir  F.  Burdett,  and  the  refusal  of  the  House 
to  enquire  into  the  conduct  of  lord  Gas- 
tlereagh  and  Mr.  Perceval,  who  at  the 
time  stood  distinctly  charged  with  the 
sale  of  a  seat  in  the-  House,  evidence  of 
wbich  was  ofiered  at  the  bar  bv  a  member 
of  the  House,  and  it  was  declared  in  the 
House,  *'  that  such  practices  were  as  no- 
torious as  the  sun  at  noon  day,''  prac- 
tices at  the  bare  mention  of  which  the 
Speaker  of  the  House  <ieclared  that  our 
ancestors  would  have  started  with  hor- 
ror ^and  indignation :  now  the  peti- 
tioners humbly  beff  of  the  House  to  con- 
sider, which  is  of  the  greatest  importance, 
the  preservation  of,  to  ny  the  le»i|»  a 


121] 


PAUL  DEBATES,  Mat  Ql,  n\0.^Pare9i  qfBere.  [122 


dottbtfol  pririlege^  or  the  preserration  of 
the  coontry  from  corrapt  and  dishonoura- 
ble practices ;  and  in  what  light  it  will 
be  considered  by  posterity,  that  sir  F. 
Burdett,  a  real  representative  of  the  peo- 
ple, should  be  confined  in  the  Tower,  and 
Mr.  Perce?al  should  be  at  large  in  the 
House,  and  should  take  so  great  a  share  in 
the  rejection  of  Petitions  coupling  his  name 
with  a  transaction  of  a  most  odious  nature, 
from  a  charge  of  which  he  ought  either  to  be 
relieved,  or  to  receive  the  severest  censure 
of  the  House  :  and  that  the  evils  of  which 
.the  petitioners  complain,  and  many  more 
which  they  could  enumerate,  they  attri- 
bute  to  the  state   of  representation  in 
the  House,  which,   if  suffered    to   con- 
tinue,   may  place  the  country   in  such 
hands  as  will  render  the  House  totally  in- 
efiectual  for  the  grand  purposes  for  which 
it  is  designed,  and  make  it,  instead  of  the^ 
pride  and  honour  of  the  kingdom,  the 
contempt  of  our  own  country,  and  the 
lau|;hing  stock  of  foreign  nations :    the 
petitioners  do  humbly,  therefore,  intreat 
the  Htntat  to  adopt  such  reforms  in  the 
representation  as  shall  prevent  any  in- 
dividual from  possesang'  in  his<  own  right 
the   means  or  controuling  the  votes  of 
members    of    parliament,    and     to    re- 
store   immediately    to.  his   seat   sir    F. 
Burdett,  that  m  this  awefbl  crisis,    and 
in  this  most   important  work  of  reform, 
the  House  may   have  the  benefit  of  his 
advice    and    assistance  ^  and  the    peti- 
tioners do  deprecate   the  idea,  that  the 
House  should  ever  stand  in  need  of  the 
military  for  its  support,  as  their  earnest 
wishes  and  prayers  are,  that  the  House 
may  be  entitled  to  the  utmost  respect  «iid 
veneration  of  the  whole  kingdom/' 
•   The  said  Petitions  were  severally  or- 
dered to  lie  upon  the  table. 

[FoaasT  or  BEai.]  Lord  Cochrane  ad- 
Torted  to  the  impropriety  of  allowinff  the 
bill  for  dividing  uid  inclosing  Bere  rarest 
to  pass  unknown  to  him,  when  he  had 
ffiven  notice  of  a  motion  on  the  subject. 
He  strongly  objected  to  the  parcelling 
away  of  the  royal  forests  in  this  manner 
among  individuals,  when  the  scarcity  of 
timber  was  so  severely  felt,  and  the  ex- 
pence  of  ship-building  had  risen  to  double 
Its  amount  some  years  ago.  Be  moved 
4bat  a  oommittee  be  appointed  to  examine 
into  the  interest  of  tfae  crown  in  Bere 
forest. 

Mr.  Rote  stated,  that  as  to  the  allowing 
of  the  bill  to  pass,  hie  lordship  had  had  an 
opportooity  of  omaiiDg,  tt  the  bill  bad 
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by  no  "means  htkia  hurried  through  thoT 
House.  The  interest  of  tbt  crown  had 
been  carefully  ascertained  by  the  sur- 
veyor-general, and  every  attention  paid 
to  it.  .  Only  S  or  900  acres  of  it  belonged 
to  the  cihown^  which  could  not  be  inclosed 
till  a  division  was  made. .  By  the  division 
the  crown  bad  secured  1,500  acres,  which 
might  be  inclosed,  and  the  timber  conse- 
quently preserved.  This  forest  was  not  a 
royal  one,  the  crown  having  onl  v  a  small 
part  of  it  He  saw  no  ground  for  the 
noble  lord's  motion. 

Mr.  S,  Bourne  stated  that  as  the  forest 
formerly  stood,  it  was  impossible  to  pre- 
serve the  timber.  The  bill  to  which  the 
noble  lord  objected  was  designed  to  ac- 
complish the  very  object  which  he  him* 
self  appeared  to  have  in  view. 

The  motion  was  negatived  without  a 
division. 

Lord  Cochrane  then  proposed  a  Reaolu- 
tion.  That  due  notice  should  m  fftture  be 
given  in  the  orders  of  the  day  respecting 
the  proceedings  upon  bills  granting  aWay, 
dimmishing,  &c.  the  rights  of  the  crown 
in  the  forests,  &c. 

.  The  Speaker  stated  that  it  was  customarr 
at  present  where  the  crown  was  interested, 
for  the  Speaker  to  ask  vrhether  the  consent 
of  the  crown  had  been  given^  -Apian, 
however  was  under  consideratimi  in  a 
committee  above  stairs  for  having  the  se* 
veral  stages  registered,-so  that  any  person 
might  at  once  ascertain  the  stqge  of  any 
such  bill  as  this.  The  plan  as  to  public 
bills  was  already  known.  Those  that 
were  both  of  a  public  and  private  nature 
were  to  be  subjected  to  the  double  guard 
of  a  committee  above  stairs  and  a  com* 
mittee  of  the  whole  House. 

Mr.  Chuie  expressed  his  surprise  at  tfae 
charge  of  precipitation  in  the  proceedings 
on  this  ImII,  when  it  went  on  slower  than 
bills  of  this  nature  usually  did. 

The  Ch^meeUor  qf  the  Excheaaer  said,  that 
a  very  eftctual  guard  existea  for  the  pro* 
tection  of  the  property  of  the  crown. 
The  surveyor-general  examined,  and  re- 
ported to  the  treasury  board,  and  they  de- 
cided, whether  the  consent  of  the.  crown 
should  be  given.  As  to  the  bill  in  ques- 
tion, enough  had  been  said  to  shew  that 
the  noble  lord  had  been  .completely  mis- 
taken in  his  ideas  respecting  it. 

•Mr.  Fktgerald  agreed  with  the  noble 
lord,  that  additional  precautions  %rere  ne- 
cessary with  regard  to  these  bills. 

Mr.  WUhetforce  observed,  that  the  prac* 
tice  with  regard  to  the  property  or  the 
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crowd,  was  exactly  that  with  respect  to 
the  property  of  individuals.  The  crown 
and  individuals  stood  on  the  same  footing 
with  respect  to  notices^  and  every  thing 
was  condi)cted  in  a  way  that  precluded 
private  interest  and  favour.  An  exact 
inquiry  was  made  by  the  surveyor-general 
before  the  consent  of  the  crown  was  given. 
He  mentioned  a  forest  in  Lancashire  of 
which  the  crown  had  only  a  small  part, 
which  was  useless  for  the  purposes  of  rais* 
ing  tij&ber  when  undivided  and  uninclns- 
ed^  but  which/  by  being  divided,  as  in  the 
present  instance,  was  in  a  fair  way  of 
being  very  valuable. 

Lord  OxkroM  thought,  that  when  indi- 
viduals came  asking  favours,  the  House 
ought  to  stipulate  with  them  in  favour  <^ 
the  public. 

The  motion  was  negatived  without  a 
division. 

[RBFoaif  m  PAiauMtNT.}  Mr.  Brand 
rose  to  sabmit  to  the  consideration  of  the 
House  the  motion .  respecting  parliamen- 
tary reform,  of  which  he  had  given  notijce 
Srevious  to  %hh  recess.  When  he.  consi- 
ered  the  vast  importance  of  this  great 
qiiestioh — ^when  he  looked  to  the  internal 
aitaation  of  the  country  at  the  present 
niomen(-—when  he  perceived  that  much 
\o>f  its  difficulty,  and  all  of  its  danger,  arose 
from  withholding  a  moderate  reform  in 
parliament  from  the  wishes  of  the  nation ; 
iMit  above  all,  when  he  cofitempiated  the 
essential  importance  of  this  question  to  the 
liberties  and  rights  of  the  empire,  he  felt 
the  weight  of  the  task  he  had  undertaken 
— all  the  difficulties  that  belonged  to  it 

Cessed  upon  his  imagination;  and  he 
came  more  deeply  sensible  of  his  inabi- 
lity to  do  justice  to  the  question.  Be- 
fore, however,  he  should  enter  upon  the 
subje<;,t  of  his  motion,  he  nHist  beg  leave 
tQ  say  a  few  words,  which  would  relate 

Jersonally  to  himself,  in  explanation  of 
is  motives  in  bringing  it  forward.  At  an 
early  period  of  the  session  he  had  intended 
to  have  submitted  to  the  House  a  motion 
similar  to  the  present.  On  the  morning 
(previoas  to  the  commitment  of  sir  F. 
Burdett)  of  the  decision  of  that  House 
after  the  important  discussion  upon  the 
Walcheren  expedition;  a  decision  which 
had  excited  so  strongly  the  feelings  of  the 
public,  and  attracted  so  much  suspicion 
upon  that  House,  and  drawn  down  so 
mach  and  such  just  censure  upon  his  Ma- 
jesty's ministers,  he  had  determined  to 
bring  forward  this  motion.    An  bon.  friend 

of  bia  htd,  bovrev  eo  at  tb«t  time  diBiiiaded 
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him  from  putting  his  intention  into  execu* 
tion ;  and  tha  arguments  of  his  hon.  friend 
on  the  occasion  appeared  to  him  so  sound 
and  cogent,  that  he  was  induced  to  defer 
for  a  short  time  the  motion  which  he  had 
determined  to  bring  forward,  though  hia 
'purpose  most  certainly  remained  fixed 
and  unshaken. 

The  reason,  which  influenced  hiqa  to 
make  this  statement  of  his  former  deter- 
.  mination,  was  that  he  might  refute   the 
calumnies  which  he  had  already  heard* 
and  which  he  had  no  doubt  he  should 
hereafter  hear  urged   against  him,  as  to 
the  time  and  circumstances  under  which 
h0  had  thought  it  right  to  bring  this  sub- 
ject before  the  House.     It  had  been  insi- 
nuated asainst  him  as  matter  of  chvge, 
that  he  should  have  thouffht  of  making 
any  motion  respecting  parliamentary  re- 
form in  the  absence  of  sir  Francis  Burdett, 
who   was  considered  the  principal  sup- 
porter of  such  a  measure.     Bat  the  state- 
ment of  his  fixed  determination  uppn  the 
subject,  previous  to  the  events  which  led  . 
to  the  absence  of  that  hon.  baronet,  was 
the  best  answer  to  such  a  charge.     Be- 
sides, it  was  well  known  to  most  of  the 
very  respectable  constituents   whom   be 
represented.     What  were  his  opinions  aa 
to  the  necessity  and  expediency  of  parlia^ 
mentary  inform — they  expected  from  him 
that  he  should  bring  the  subject  into  dis** 
cussion— and  in  making  his  motion  on  this 
night,  he  should  only  be  discharging  a 
duty  which  was  expected  from  him,  and 
he  was  solemnly  bound  to  perform. 

The  events  which  had  already  taken 
place,  and  the  consequent  agitation  of  the 
public  mind  on  this  particular  subject, 
alike  rendered  this  duty  imperious.  A 
moderate  reform  of  parliament  was  abso- 
lutely essential  to  the  welfaro^of  the  com- 
munity. It  was  a  measure,  which  the 
violent  demanded, and  the  prudent  deemed 
it  wise  to  encourage.  The  critical  situa- 
tion of  the  country  called  for  it  as  the  best 
means  to  dissipate  the  alarm  which  was  so 
general,  and  to  allay  the  discontents  of  the 
nation.  If  they  wished  to  riicover  or  pre- 
serve the  confidence  of  the  public,  they 
must  take  speedy  measures  to  conciliate 
the  people— they  must*  identify  more  with 
the  people.  It  was  noiorious  that  there 
were  at  that  moment  in  the  House  about 
seventy  members,  who  were  sent  there  at 
the  nomination  of  certain  individuals,  the 
proprietors  of  the  boroughs  which  they 
represented.  Sorely  it  could  not  be  said 
that  snob  members  were  representatives  oC 
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the  people  in  that  House.  Tbey  in  reality 
t>nly  represented  places,  which  having 
been  formerly  rich,  opulent,  and  populous, 
had  obtained  the  pririf^ge  of  sending 
members  to  that  House:  but  that  right 
was  virtually  extinguished  in  consequence 
of  the  decay,  and  impoverishment,  and 
decrease  of  population,  which  had 
subsequently  taken  place.  Thece  were 
circumstances  too  generally  known,  and 
too  universally  admitted,  to  require  any 
demonstration.  Evidence  had  even  been 
offered  in  proof  of  the  fiact  at  their  bar, 
and,  thererore,  it  was  unnecessary  for  him 
to  attempt  to  establish  by  aigument  what 
was  so  notoriously  borne  out  by  the  fact. 
The  evils  resulting  -from  such  a  state  of 
the  representation  were  two.  fold ;  first, 
many  decayed,  rotten,  and  uninhabited 
boroughs  sent  members  to  that  House, 
which  had  the  etfect  of  disfranchising  a 
large  portion  of  the  population  of  the 
country;  and,  secondly,  many  opulent 
and  populous  places  sent  no  representa- 
tives whatever  to  parliament*  There  were 
various  other  evils  attending  the  present 
system  which  he  should  hcreafler  allude 
to,  but  the  two  he  had  thus' stated  would 
be  sufficient  for  him  to  notice  at  that 
time. 

Before  however  he.  should  proceed  to 
the  detailed  consideration  of  the  evils  that 
existed,  and  the  remedy  to  be  applied,  he 
bei^ged  to  say  a  few  words  as  to  the  mode 
which  he  proposed  to  pursue.  The  griev- 
ance, as  he  had  stated,  wds  universally 
admitted.  Every  man  thought  that  a  re- 
form in  Parliament  ^ as  necessary,  but 
most  men  were  alarmed  at  any  idea  of 
sudden  or  violent  reform.  He  was  ready 
to  admit  that  he  was  une  of  thcVse  who  felt 
this  alarm  ;  and,  however  partial  he  might 
be  to  his  own  plan,  his  intention  was  in 
the  first  instance,  to  move  for  a  Committee, 
in  which  it  might  undergo  a  vigilant  re- 
vision, and  he  would  have  the  opportunity 
of  adopting  any  amendments  which  might 
be  recommended.  His  first  step,  there- 
fore, would  be  to  move,  that  a  Committee 
be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  stdte  of 
the  representation  of  the  people  in  that 
House,  and  to  suggest  what  remedies 
might  be  applied  to  any  evils  that  existed. 
But  previously  to  his  making  that  motion^ 
he  felt  it  a  duty  he  owed  to  the  House, 
to  state  specifically  the  plan  which  he 
had  it  in  contemplation  to  recommend,  if 
it  should  be  the  pleasure  of  the  House  to 
accede  to  his  motion  and  resolve  into  the 
Committee.    (Hear  2  hear  !}   He  was  not 


Vrtthont  hope,  too,  that  his  plan  wouM 
meet  the  support  of  many  of  his  hon. ' 
friends,  as  well  those  who  wished  well  to 
reform  generally,  as  those  who  were 
alarmed  at  the  idea  of  any  sudden  or  vio- 
lent reform.  Having  stated  thus  much  at 
Co  the  manner  in  which  he  meant  to  pro- 
ceed, he  came  now  to  the  principal  evils 
which  he  wished  to  have  corrected,  and 
to  state  the  remedy  he  proposed  to  re- 
commend. 

The  first,  the  most  obvious,  and  th« 
greatest  evil  that  existed  was,  that  s6 
many  members  of  that  House  were  no- 
minated by  individuals,  the  proprietors  of 
decayed  boroughs.  The  remedy  for  thia 
evil  was  to  be  found  in  the  good  old  con- 
stitutional practice  of  the  legislature.  He 
was  not  disposed  to  look  to  any  innovation 
— ^he  should  not  consult  any  fanciful  theory 
or  speculative  system— he  would  be  guided 
by  the  sound  practice  of  the  British  con- 
stitution, and  in  that  he  should  find  means 
enough  to  remedy  the  evil  of  which,  he 
complained.  It  was  well  known  to  have 
been  the  constitutional  practice  of  old  to 
relieve,  on  their  application,  particular 
boroughs  from  the  onus  of  sending  repre- 
sentatives to  parliament.  The  same  prin- 
ciple upon  which  this  practice  was  founded, 
would  authorise  the  disfranchisement  at 
the  present  period,  of  such  boroughs  as  no 
longer  possessed  property  or  population 
to  entitle  them  to  such  a  right.  Thii»  prin- 
ciple had  been  uniformly  acted  upon,  and 
he  trusted  that  on  the  prcsrnt  occasion  it 
would  be  applied  by  that  House,  in  order 
constitutionally  and  efiectually  to  correct 
the  defects  in  th&  state' of  the  representa]- 
tion.  He  trusted  that  the  decayed  bo- 
roughs, whose  representatives  were  seqt 
to  Parliament  at  the  nomination  of  indi- 
viduals, would  be  disfcanchbed,  and  that 
the  right  of  returning  raeiybers  to  that 
House  would  be  transferred  to  more  opu- 
lent and  populous  places.  There  cooM  be 
no  question  that  it  would  be  more  desirable 
to  have  in  that  House,  members  uninflu- 
enced by  any  external  controul,  than  such 
vvhose  opinions  and  votes  must  be  con- 
trouled  by  the  individuals  who  nominated 
them. 

But,  as  he  had  before  observed,  the  re- 
medy was  pointed  out  by  the  constitution; 
and  the  only  difficulty  that  occurred  to 
him  in  its  application  was,  how  Ihey  were 
to  ascertain  what  boroughs  were  so  de* 
cayed  as  to  be  proper  objects  for  disfran- 
chisement. There  were,  he  had  reason  io 
know,  above  thirty  boroughs  which  had 
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not  fifty  ▼oten  each,  and  the  represen-> 
tatives  for  which  were  consequently  no* 
minated  by  the  proprietors  of  the  boroughs. 
But  it  would  be  altogether  for  the  Com- 
mittee^ if  be  should  succeed*  as  be  hoped 
be  should,  in  his  motion,  to  ascertain  what 
boroughs  were  in  that  state,  and  to  recom- 
mend to  the  House  to  disfranchise  them — 
a  recommendation  which  if  made  be 
trusted  that  House  would  not  fail  to  act 
upon. 

•Now  that  he  was  adverting  to  that  part 
of  the  question,  he  should  beg  to  make 
one  or  two  observations  on  the  right  of 
election.  That  right*  he  must  contend, 
could  not  constitutionally  exist  in  depo- 
pulated and  uninhabited  places.  Property 
real  and  personal,  and  population,  mast  and 
ought  to  be  the  basis  of  such  a  right. 
When  a  place  became  deficient  in  popu- 
lation, and  no  property  existed  in  tt  but 
what  was  possessed  by  the  individual 
claiming  the  power  of  nomination,  then 
the  place  must  cease  to  possess  the  right 
of  returning  representatives  to  Parliament : 
and  no  consequences  could  result  from 
that  right  being  suffered  to  remain  with 
them,  but  such  as  w£re  injurious  and  de- 
trimental to  the  nation.  That  property 
and  population  formed  the  basis  of  repre- 
sentation* he  clearly  collected  from  the 
spirit  of  the  constitution.  It  was  a  prin- 
ciple recognised  and  established  by  our 
ancestors,  and  be  found  it  pervading  every 
ene  of  their  measures  respecting  the  con- 
stitution of  Parliament. 

The  elective  franchise  for  counties  had 
▼ery  wisely  been  given  to  the  freeholders 
of  such  counties.  He  should  not  think 
of  altering  that  arrangement,  but  was  of 
opinion  that  the  copyholders  should  also 
be  allowed  to  vote  ;  as  he  could  see  no 
ground  in  reason  or  principle,  why  they 
snonld  not,  equally  with  tne  freeholders, 
be  permitted  to  vote  for  county  members. 
In  this  part  of  his  plan,  therefore,  he 
should  propose  no  innovation.  He  re- 
cognised in  its  full  extent  the  principle  of 
msucinff  property  the  basis  of  the  elective 
franchise  :  for  property  would,  inevitably* 
possess  its  influence,  in  spite  of  the  theory 
of  the  philosopher*  or  the  violence  of  the 
people*  The  counties*  therefore*  he  should 
propose  to  leave  as  they  are  at  the  present, 
witQ  the  exception  of  adding  the  copy- 
holders to  the  freeholders ;  and*  afler  the 
destruction  of  the  feudal  system  in  this 
country,  he  could  see  no  objection  to  a 
bill  for  enfranchising  copyholders.  This 
ivas  in  fiict  the  only  uteratioa  he  proposed 


right  of  voting  in  counties,  except  in  a  few 
ofthe  northern,  counties,  and  in  Scotland, 
of  which  he  should  say  something  before 
he  sat  down. 

In  the  metropolis*  and  in  other  populous 
places*  he  should  propose  that  the  right  of 
voting  should  be  given  to  all  householders 
paying  parochial  and  other  taxes.  This 
was  a  principle  that  had  been  recognised 
and  acted  upon  by  their  ancestors ;  and 
in  proposing  to  adopt  and  act  upon  it  in 
the  present  instance,  he  thought  that  he 
removed  the  principal  objection  to  reform. 
He  was  aware  that  this  plan  had  not  any 
of  the  ostentatious  parade  of  theory*  or  the 
affectation  of  being  rendered  such  as  to 
be  intelligible  to  even  the  meanest  capa- 
city; but  it  was  all  of  pure  English 
growth*  and  on  that  account*  princi pally » 
he  was  inclined  to  prefer  it.  The  repre- 
sentative system  would  be  continued  ac- 
cording to  the  sound  old  principles  ofthe 
constitution  '^  and  no  alteration  would  be 
made  in  any  particular*  but  in  extending 
the  right  of  voting  to  copyholders  in 
counties*  and  to  al  1  householders  in  populous 
towns  and  boroughs.  In  the  northern 
counties  of  England,  and  in  Scotland*  he 
could  not  see  any  reason  why  the  right  of 
voting  should  not  be  assimilated  to  the 
practice  in  this  country*  and  lef^  in  the 
counties  to  the  resident  freeholders  and 
copyholders;  and  in  the  boroughs*  to 
householders,  paying  parochial  and  other 
taxes. 

Having  made  these  observations  on  the 
right  of  voting*  he  came*  in  the  next 
place,  to  consider  the  question  of  disfran- 
chising such  borooffhs  as  were  in  the  no- 
mination of  individuals.  To  this  part  of 
his  plan  he  could  not  conceive  any  consti* 
tutional  objection.  It  was  conformable 
strictly  to  what  had  been  the  constant  and 
uniform  practice  of  Parliament  in  former 
times.  But  there  was  one  very  material 
difficulty  attending  it,  which  could  not  so 
easily  be  got  over*  viz.  how  far  it  might 
be  proper  to  give  compensation  to  the 
proprietors  of  boroughs.  In  principle*  or 
on  the  ground  of  strict  right,  they  could 
not  have  any  such  claim ;  because  when 
the  right  became  extinct  in  the  boroughs, 
the  people  had  the  constitutional  right  to 
re-enter,  and  to  claim  the  represenutton 
from  such  decayed  boroughs.  In  feeling, 
however*  and  in  equity,  he  thought  that 
some  compensation  ought,  perhaps*  to  be 
granted  ;  at  the  same  time  that  he  should 
ever  deny  that  the  borough  proprietors 
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httl  any  right  to  sodi  eompeimtion. '  Yet 
be  wooldt  with  patUhetiQiif  i^gree  to  grant 
•ome  compensation;  beeaoae^erenthoiiffh 
It  thoiild  be  prodigal,  it  would  erenttialiy 
be  e  MTing  to  the  coantry.  He  wai  sen- 
oible  that  this  part  of  hif  propotition  would 
not  meet  with  the  concorrenee  of  those 
who  were  advocates  for  reform,  bet  was, 
bowever,  thoroughly  persuaded^  that,  upon 
reflection,  they  woula  be  of  opinion,  that, 
wbaterer  taxes  might  be  imposed  in  onler 
to  defray  die  amount  of  such  compensa*^ 
tion,  this  would  be  the  cheapest  payment 
ever  made  by  the  public. 

He  had  thus  briefly  stated  his  plan^ 
without  anticipating  any  objections,  or  at- 
tempting to  obriate  them.  What  he  had 
le  say  on  this  head  he  should  reserve  for 
e  future'  opportunity,  when  he  should 
bear  what  objections  should  be  urged 
aniast  his  propotition*  As  the  abolition 
Oi  the  rotten  boroughs  would  necessarily 
reduce  the  number  of  members  in  that 
House,  he  had  to  come  next  to  the  consi* 
deration  of  that  material  partof  the  sub- 
ject, the  application  of  the  members  for 
the  disftanchised  borough^  to  places 
which  have  not  hidiertobeen  represented. 
Pipen  this  head,  not  havins  the  necessary 
evidence,  it  was  impossible  for  htm  to  be 
competent  to  point  out  the  proper  places 
to  which  to  transfer  the  right  or  election. 
North  of  Ozlbrd*street  there  was  a  popu- 
lalion  of  above  400,000  inhabitanu,  who 
were  at  present  not  represented  at  all.  la 
the  west  of  Cngland,  on  the  eoqtrary, 
aaany  places  returned  members  to  Parlia* 
meat  without  having  any  population  do» 
aerving  of  notice,  what  claim,  he  would 
ask,  could  Gatton,  Old  Sarum,  or  the  sub« 
marine  inhabitants  of  St.  Mawes,  have  to 
the  right  of  sending  representatives  to 
Pteliament?  Thejignt  of  election,  in  his 
opinioil,  should  be  transimed  from  these 
and  iuch  places  to  Sheffield,  Manchester, 
Birmingham,  and  other  populous  towns, 
and^  the  most  populous  counties.  By  ap* 
plying  such  members  as  ahould  be  set 
loose  by  thodisfrapchisement  of  the  bo* 
roughs  u  that  way,  the  House  would  em* 
I^oy  the  sound  (^nstttutional  remedy  lor 
tha  existing  evil :  they  would  restore  the 
confidence  of  the  coentrr  in  its  Parlia- 
ment, and  remove  all  those  suspicion^ 
which,  in  conse^juence  of  the  late  events 
attached  to  that  House,  and  that,  too, 
without  any  innovation— without  the  adop- 
tion of  any  uncertain  theory  and  without 
any  departure  from  the  uniform  practice 
eftheconstitatioB»  There  were  reputed 
^euxvik 


fnstaoces  to  be  found  in  the  annals  of  Par« 
liament,  of  places  having  received  the 
right  of  representation  in  the  manner  ^o 
now  recommended.  Whenever  any  town 
began  to  flourish,  our  ancestors  took  efTec- 
tual  care  that  it  shooki  not  want  a  repr^e- 
rsentative  in  that  House  to  attend  to  ita  ia- 
terests. 

With  respect  to  Scotland,  he  could  not, 
feel  it  so  eaay  to  point  out  a  remedy,  aa 
he  did  with  respect  to  his  own  country* 
He  was  not  suifictently  informed  upon  the 
state  of  the  representation  in  Scotland ; 
but  he  shonid  suppow,  that  there  could 
be  no  objection  to  assimilate  the  election 
laws  of  that  country  to  the  laws  of  Epg* 
land.  He  was  not  aware  that  there  wM 
any  thing  in  the  contract  for  the  Union 
of  the  two  countries,  thai  would  or  could 
operate  to  preclude  such  an  arrangement. 
At  least  he  considered  it  the  duty  of  that 
House  to  inform  itself  upon  that  sukm|c^ 
and  be  could  not  bring  himself  to  think 
that  there  would  be  any  thing  inconsistent 
with  that  coHtcact,  in  the  legislature  endear 
vouring  te  ameliorata  the  lawa  of  that 
country. 

As  to  the  state  of  the  representation  ia 
Ireland,  he  was  not  dispoeBd  to  propose 
any  change.  He  should,  however,  bring 
that  subject  under  the  consideration  of  the 
Committee,  if  his  motion  should  be  agreed 
to.  There  were,  he  had  no  doubt,  bo» 
roughs  in  that  country,  as  well  as  in  this, 
which  were  entirely  in  the  nominst'op  of 
some  members  of  the  aristocracy*  But  aa 
the  Union  with  that  countrj  was  so  recent, 
and  the  conseouent  abolition.of  boroushs 
there  so  ezteauv^  he  was  not  prepared  te 
state  how  ^  that  evil  extended.  Tlie 
House,  upon  the  whole,  he  was  sure, 
wooU  see  and  feel  the  necessity  of  .adopt* 
ing  his  proposition ;  because  noUiing 
could  be  so  oaogerous  to  the  rights  and  li« 
berties  of  a  nation,  as  the  forms  of  a  free^ 
and  the  spirit  of  an  arbitrary  government. 
(Hear!  hear!) 

He  had  thus  given  a  general  outline  of 
his  plan,  which  would  go  to  obviate  the 
two  principal  objections  to  the  present 
state  of  the  representation.  Other  gen« 
tlemen  might  consider  other  objections  te 
the  existing  stale  of  the  representation  of 
the  p^ple^of  more  importance ;  and  par- 
ticularly that  respecting  the  duration  of 
Parliaments.  Upon  tliis  <]uestion  he  had 
bestowed  much  and  earnest  atientioa^  and 
he  found  it  one  of  enormous  difficulty,  but 
of  extreme  interest  and  equal  importance. 
Septannial  Parlia^penta  had  a  teBdency# 
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from  the  length  of  their  term,  to  weaken 
the  relation  between  the  elector  and  the 
representatiye,  and  to  6hake  the  de|»end- 
en(>e  of  the  one  upon  the  other.  While 
annuki  Parliaraents  would  be  found  not 
less  cxiceptionable,  from  the  shortness  of 
the  period,  by  leaving  the  representative 
too  little  accustomed  tq  business  to  be 
competent  to  his  duties  in  that  Hoose,  and 
from  the  too  frequent  recurrence  to  the 
troubles  and  contests  of  Parliamentary 
elections.  The  one  term  was  too  long  to 
please  the  people,  and  the  other  too  short 
to  satisfy  the  members.  He,  for  his  own 
part»  would  be  inclined  to  take  a  middle 
course  between  the  extremes  of  annual 
find  septennial  Parliaments,  and  to  recom« 
mend  triennial  Parliaments;  which, with- 
out the  evils  of  either,  would  ponesi  all 
the  advantages  of  both. 

But  the  difficvltiea  in  ^changing  the 
duration  of'tlM  parliament  hemustcon- 
*fess,'  wouM  be  immense,  unless  a  concur* 
rent  change  were  to  be  made  in  the  mode 
of  making  the  return.  On  this  head  much 
^iscussitfn  had  firequently  taken  place,  and 
▼ariodj*  opinidns  were  enterUined.  Some 
thought  that  the  returns  should  be  made 
by  districts,  others,  that  the  votes  should 
be  taken  by  districts.  To  making  the  re- 
turn by  districts  he  had  strong  objections ; 
pfvoting  by  districts  he  approved.  He 
diSnot,  however^  know  whether  gentlo- 
men  hai  attended  particularly  to  this  point, 
but  he  conwdered  it  ofconnderable  im- 
portance. He  begged  to  esenpUfy  the 
ophmn  he  had-girenby  a  reference  to  the 
county  (Hertfordshire)  h%  represented.  If 
there  were  four  members  to  be  returned 
for  that  county,  for  instance.  Mid  they 
were  to  be  returned  -  by  districts,  that 
would  throw  the  whole  of^  the  represeota* 
tion  into  the  four  principal  towns  of  the 
county.  The  freeholders  of  the  towns  would 
uniformly  prevail  over  the  freeholders  of 
the  county,  because  they  could  almost 
alwajrs  outnumber  them  at  an  election, 
end  consequently  some  inhabitant  of  the 
town  would  be  generally  returned.  This 
would  be  to  commote  the  county  for  the 
borough  election.  But  if  the  votes  were 
to  be  taken  by  districts,  it  would  save 
much  ezpence,  and  enable  those,  who  at 
present  are  deterred  by  a  consideration  of 
the  expence  attending  an  election  from 
«0ering  themselves  to  become  candidates. 
Nothing  need  prevent,  the  sberifK  from 
taking  ihe  votes  throughout  the  different 
districts  without  subjecting  the  candidate 
to  the  expence  of  bringing  up  the  free- 


holders froq^  the  extremities  of  the  coun- 
ty to  the  place  of  the  election.  The  votes 
might  also  be  collected  in  the  same  way, 
throughout  the  different  parishes  in  popu- 
lous .  towns.  Unless  some  such  arrange* 
ment  should  be  made  it  would  be  impos« 
sible  he  was  persuaded  to-  establish  tri- 
ennial parliaments  without  producing  mis- 
chiefs of  the  most  dangerous  tendency. 
He  had  thus  briefly  gone  through  the 
statement  of  the  plan  he  had  to  recommend ; 
and  in  order  to  prevent  all  misapprehen- 
sion or  misconstruction  of  its  nature,  must 
beg  to  recapitulate  its  principal  features. 
The  subject  had  been  repeatedly  discussed, 
and  a  great  variety  of  opinions  was  enter- 
tained upon  it.  No  man  could,  therefore, 
enter  into  the  question  without  feeling 
much  difficulty,  and  some  iqconvenience. 
To  guard  against  misconception,  there- 
fore, he  would :  restate,  that  he  did  not 
mean  to  touch  the  right  of  voting  for  coun- 
ty members,  except  by  letting  in  copy- 
holders, and  assimilatmg  the  mode  of 
voting  in  Scotland  to  the  practice  in  this 
country  ;  that  whilst  he'  left  the  right  of 
voting  untottched,  he  should  propose  to 
dbfnmchise  the  boroughs  in  which  the 
members  were  returned  upon  the  nomina- 
tion of  individuals ;  and,  as  the  numbers 
of  the  House  would  be  diminished  in  that 
proportwn;  to  transfer  the  right  of  return- 
mg  such  members  to  populous  towns,  and 
to  apply  any  surplus  to  populous  counties ; 
that  he  tvonld  recommend  the  duration  of 
parliament  to  be  made  triennial,  together 
with  a  concurrent  arrangement  for  col- 
lecting the  votes  by  districts  and  parishes. 
This  was  what  he  had  to  propose;  but 
there  was  one  other  point  remaining,  to 
which  it  was  necessary  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  House,  and  which  would  require  a 
remedy,  viz.  the  number  of  persons  hold- 
iQ|i;  places  and  seats  in  that  House.  Some- 
thing was  necessary  to  be  done  on  that 
head,  but  he  was  ready  to  admit  that  he 
did  not  think  that  all  persons  holding  of- 
fices should  be  excluded  from  that  House. 
He  was  coofidenty  however,  that  with  a 
view  to  the  independence  of  parliament 
persons  holding  offices  without  responsi- 
bility should  not  be  suffered  to  have  seats 
in  that  House.  He  hoped,  therefore,  that 
a  bill  would  be  brought  in  to  exclude  such 
oersons  from  parliament.  On  these  grounds 
he  had  felt  it  a  duty  he  owed  to  his  con* 
stituents  and  to  his  country  to  brine  for- 
ward his  motion,  and  he  trusted  the  Houae 
would  give  it  all  the  attention  it  deserved. 
Of  one  thing  he  mu  sore,  that  they  moit 
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Ury  goTeramem.  In  saying  that*  he  was 
not  actuated  by  any  hostility  towards  the 
gentlemen  opposite,  or  by  any  feeling  of 
attachment  to  the  gentlemen  on  the  same 
side  with  himself.  The  people  demanded 
a  moderate  refertn  as  their  right,  and,  if 
their  demand  were  not  complied  with, 
would  endeavour  to  assert  that  right 
What  the  result  of  such  a  strunle  might 
•  be,  it  was  not  for  him  to  anticipate  ;  but 
in  his  conscience  he  belieted  that  the 
country  must  have  a  moderate  reform,  or 
it  would  be  subjected  to  a  military  govern- 
ment.  If  that  House  were  to  reject  the 
former,  then  would  the  son  of  the  nation's 
freedom  and  greatness  be  for  ever  set ; 
but  if,  on  the  contrary,  that  House  should 
adopt  reform,  then  would  the  snti  of 
Britain  risie  from  its  present  dark  horiaon, 
and  dispelling  those  clouds  with  which  it 
was  overcast,  again  shine  Ibrth  in  all  the 
aplendour  of  meridian  lustre.  He  should 
not  trespass  longer  upon  the  attention  of 
the  House,  but  concliided  by  moving  ;— 
*'  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  en- 

2 Dire  into  the  state  of  the  representation  of 
iie  people  in  parliament,  and  of  the  most 
efficacious  means  of  rendering    it  more 
complete,  and  to  re|>ort  the  satte  with 
theirobservattons  thereupon  to  the  Hooae.'' 
Mr.  X).  Giddy  felt  that  the  present  was 
a  question  of  great  difficulty :  bat  it  was 
a  question,  which  nevertheless  be  woold 
acknowledge  had  engaged  his  most  serious 
consideration.    He  felt,  too,  that  it  de- 
rived additional  weight  firom  the  character 
.  mod  talents  of  the  hon.  gent,  who  brought 
it  forward  ;  and  the  plan  submitted  to  the 
Honse  was  ce/tainly  the  most  moderate 
and  reasonable  of  any  of  the  plans  of  re- 
form which  he  had  lately  beard.     He 
thought,'  howeter,  that  all  the  reforms 
which  he  had  heard  proposed  went  on  a 
wrong  principle,  because  it  was  his  opi- 
nion Uiat  the  people  were  virtoally  repre- 
sented in  every  branch  of  the  l^g^ature. 
He  conceived  that  the  King  represented 
the  people'  in  his  executive  capacity,  and 
iha  the  House  of  Loids  might  be  consi- 
dered as  hereditary  representatives :  tor 
it  could  hardly  be  contended  by  any  body 
that  the  nobles,  or  he  shookl  ratber  ^ay 
the  noblemen  of  this  country,  luul  any 
distinct  interest  from  die  rest  of  the  peo- 
ple.  It  was  not  here,  as  in  other  coanlries, 
that  they  formed  a  distinct  class ;  for  the 
noblemen  of  this  country  saw  tMr  near> 
est  relations,    and    their    own  children,. 


then  could  they  have  inlerests  difierent ' 
from  those  of  the  rest  of  the  comitiunity  i 
Re  conceived  that  the  House  of  Commona 
were  virtually  the  representatives  of  tho 
people,  although  they  were  not  absolutely 
their  delegated.    He  did  believe  that,  u 
the  House  of  Commons   were   really  a 
House  of  delegates,  it  %voold  be  impossible 
that  the  other  oranches  of  the  legislature 
could  exist  in  coiynnctton  with  it.    Such 
an  anembly  must  be  governed  by  efvty 
prejudice  and  biass  of  public  opinion,  and 
would  gradually  absorb  the  whole  power 
of  the  state.    Such  a  great  share  of  public 
feelinff  and  sympathy  would  always  attach , 
to  a  House  of  delegate^  that  the  House  oi^ 
Lotds  could  not  weigh  aa  a  feather  in  tha 
balance  against  them,   and,    indeed  hia 
firm  persuasion  was,  that  it  would  not  ba 
lonf^  auftred  to  exist  as  a  branch  of  the 
legislature.    This  experiment  had  lately 
been  tried  in   a  neighbouring  country 
(France) ;  and  the  result  of  the  experiment 
was  in  the  knowledge  of  .every  person* 
The  whole  feeling  pfthe  country  sympa* 
thiscil  at  first  with  the  national  assembly  y 
and  the  king  could  no  longer  maintain  the 
oroond  which  the  constitution  of  their  own 
tramiag  had  assigned  him,    The  history 
of  our  own  coontry  also  furnished  a  re* 
markable  Instance  how  powerful  a  House 
of  Commons  was,  around  whicbthe  whole 
people  rallied,  and  how  soon  that  power 
was  likely  to  be  abused,  and  in  iu  abuse  to 
lead  to  the  deatmction  oftbe  liberties  oC 
the  country.  In  onr  constitution^  however* 
there  wassoasetkiagof  the  delegate  system 
intermixed  with  the  representation;  for 
there  were  pasllcolar  members  elected  for 
large,  popoioas,  and  commercial  towna» 
who  mignt  be  considered  aa  delegates. 
Now  it  was  a  natter  of  opinion  upon  which 
men  might  well  diAr,  whether  there  Waa 
not  already  enough  of  those  delegatea 
in  the  Hoase  of  Commons  under  the  pre« 
sent  system  f  He  would  not  say,  that  in 
his  opittioo,  it  would  do  any  harm  to  dis- 
franchise two  or  three  rotten  boroughs,  and 
give  rrpresentatives  to  two  or  three  popu- 
lous towns  that  did  not  return  any  ^  Othera 
however,  might  think,  that  even  now» 
there  were  too  many  members  returned 
by  ^popular  election.    This  opinion  did 
not  seem  altogetlier  unreasonable,  i/rhenit    - 
was   considered  how  great  a  sympathy 
there  WM  between  the  clamour  of  the  moD 
and^  the  opinions  of  some  gentlemen  in 
that'Hottse.    He  saw  it  laid  down  in  all 
our  constitutional  books,   that  a  repre« 


inixad  in  the  gancral  mass  of  society.  HewJ^tative  elected  for  any  oooaty,  city,  er 
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town,  shboid  immedialely  coneem  bim* 
seff  to  be  the  representative  oF  the  whole 
kijigdom.      How  could  tbk  doctrine  be 


reconciled    with    the  ddegate  system? 
Nobody  would  venture  to  propose  that 
th^  army  and  the  navy  should  send  their 
representatives  to  plarliaroenty  or  that  the 
inns  of  courts  should  retain  members^i  As 
the  case  however  now  stands,  every  person 
that  is  most  distinguished  in  the  military 
and  naval  service,  in  the  profession  of  the 
law,  and  indeed  in  almost  every  trade  or 
iQ^nufactoryi   found   his   way  into  that 
House,  and  comiiiunicated  in  the  ooorae 
of  its  deliberations,  such  information  as 
c6a)d  not  otherwise  be  obtained.    He  cer* 
tainly  was  acquainted  with  some  of  the 
borough$  in  tRe  South,  one  he  would  men* 
ti6n,    Tavistock,  and  he    did  not  think 
that  borough  had  been  ipery  unfortunate 
ifi  its  selection  of  representatives. 
'  In  talking  of  the  best  times  of  the  con- 
tCitution,  he  thought  that  he  should  speak 
cf  modern  times ;  for /Certainly  the  condi- 
tion of  the  House  of  Commons  Was  not 
ihach  to  be  boasted  of  in  those  times, 
when  they  were'  only  assembled  to  grant 
subsidies,  and  were  not  considered  an  effi- 
cient part  of  the  legislature.    .  Whatever 
defects  there  might  bein  the  theory  of  its 
construction,  yet  thif  iystem  went  on  weU. 
It  was  easy  to  draw^  plans  of  ccmstitu* 
(ions ;  but  when  they  were  put  into  eai* 
^bntion,  many  that  were  good  in  theory 
Were  found  bad  in  practice,  and  soon  led 
Co  what  was  the  simplest  of  all  constito« 
'ti<5ns,  a  military  .despotism.    Ft  would  be 
absolutely  impossible    to  i^portion  ex- 
actly the  mode  of  election  according  to 
the  bases  of  property  and  population.  ,It 
'woiuM,be  hard  to  say  how  many  men  of  a 
certain  property  should  balance  a  greater 
number  of  inferior  property.  A  charge  had 
also  been  generally  made,  which  he  believ- 
ed was  considerably  exaggerated.  In  all 
the  petitions  now  presented  for  refimn,  the 
'practice  of  buying  and  selling  seats  was 
afluded  to,  and  he  believed  itwaa^upposed 
.to  exist  to  a  much  greater  degree  than  it 
,  actually  did.    He  did  not  dowt  but  that 
perhaps  |0  or   12  seats  in  that  Honse 
might  have  been  so  obtained.    (A  .gene- 
ral laugh.)    If  the  election  was  for  dis- 
tricts, in  every  district  there  would  be  rich 
^  demagogues,  who  would  be  sirre  to  get 
themselves  returned^,  by  their  wealth  and 
influence.    Some  few  individuals  it  was 
true,  mif^t  purchase  in  for  the  purpose  of 
makiiig  money ;   but  this  was,  indeed,  a 
lyad  9pQCttlatiott.   Among  those  who  came 


into  parliament  from  the. influence  of  pro* 
perty,  were  many  West  India  gentlemen* 
Now,  when  it  was  coiiisidered  of  what 

S^ai  importance  the  West  Indies  are  to 
e  empire,  aiyl  ^the.  grefit  revenues  and 
commerce  we  .derive  from  them,  it  waa 
surely  not  anreasonabfe  that  some  gentle- 
men connected  with  those  interests  should 
find  their  wav  into  t^at  House.  He  wished 
that  those,  woo  thought  fsVery  thing  bad 
in  this  country,  would  compare  its  situa- 
tion with  that  of  any  other  country  in  the 
world.    AH  other  nations  bad  sunk  in  the 
struggle  with  France,  but  this  country  had 
stood  its  ground.    And  what  had  the  peo- 
pie  of  this  country  to  complain  of?  no* 
thing,  bat  an  accumulation  of  taxes,  which 
a  war  of  eighteen  years  rendered  naoes* 
sary.    He  felt  the  pressure  of  taxes  as 
much  as  any  one ;  but  he  knew  that  largo 
armies  and  fleets  were  not  to  be  kept 
without  money.     The  country  exhibited 
every    mark  of   increasing    prosperiW. 
The  caoals,  the  docks,  the  public  worn 
and  private  speculations  that  were  every 
day  going  forward,  shewed  the  great  and 
increasing  wealth  of  the  country.     The 
climate  even  was  improved,  diseasei  were 
banished,  human  life  was  prolonged  to  a 
greater  term,  as  was  shewn  by  the  bilto  off 
mortality,  than  ever  it  had  reached  before. 
The  people  were  better  fed,  ^nd  that  woi 
a  reason,  why  they  should  live  longer* 
In  such  a  state  of  superior  comfort,  wes 
there  any  body  who  would  wish  to  thro# 
all   our  national  prosperity  to   haaard* 
merely  because  they  thought  that  one  in- 
dividikl  (Gale  Jonea,)  who  had  libelled 
the  House,  had  been  punished  in  rather 
too  summary  a  mode,  or  that  an  hon«  bait 
had  been  sent  to  the  Tower  for  a  violation 
of  the  pdvUeges  of  the  House.    lie  was  ' 
ready  to  eootend  that  our  government^ 
and  every  government  except  an  absolute 
tyranny,  most  be  considered  representa- 
tive.   He,  then  recapitulated  the  observa- 
tions  he  had  already  made,  and  declared 
that  he  was  afraid  of  the  first  step  to  re* 
form,  however  innocent  it  might  seem* 
About  the  duration  of  wliaments  there 
would  be  also  a  great  diflference  of  opi* 
nion.    One.  man  would  wish  for  a  trien* 
nial  parliament,  another  would  be  for  an* 
noal  parliaments,  while  a  third,  whose  lo^ 
nar  ^periods  recurred  oflener,  might  wish 
them  monthly.  Even  if  the  plan  then  hnder 
consideration  should   be  adopted,  some 
would  complain  that  the  freeholders  and 
copyholders  engrossed  the  elective  fran- 
chise.   He  feared  therefore  greatly,  that 


i 


1S71 


PABL.  DEBAtJB^  Mat  21,  ISlO— a  JUfiwrn  in  IWBtwiwtt 


«!• 


if  «oy  chiftges  were  nade  in  oar  comli- 
taiion,  tbq^  wymM  finallv  lead  ot  through 
the  tasMilloiw  ttomift  of  democrtcy  and 
anarchy,  into  the  gnlph  ofdeapotiaai. 
<  Mr.  iVWtopportod  the  molioii.  He  b^ 
BO  lAeans  witned  to  change  the  conati* 
tation  of  the  country*  bat  merely  to  re- 
medy these  abosei  which  had  been  pro* 
duced  by  time.  When  it  was  recollected 
that  it  nad  been  oflfered  to  be  proved  at 
the  bar  of  the  Hoase,  that  no  less  than. 
150  seats  were  disposed  of  by  the  nomina* 
tibn  of  m  few  inaividoalsy  ne  thought  it 
was  evident  that  some  reform  was  ne- 
cessary, and  the  reform  proposed  by  his 
hon.  tiiend  appeared  to  him  mo^rate 
and  reasonable. 

Lord  ilftlron  thought  it  impossible  that 
any  motion  could  come  forward  better  re* 
comoiended  than  this  was.  He  hoped, 
however,  that  the  Hbose  would  not  be  in- 
duced to  asreo  to  the  motion,  merely  from 
the  high  cnaracter,  hoooor,  and  indepen- 
dence of  bis  hon.  friend  who  brought  it 
forward  with  so  much  moderation  ioA  so 
much  talent ;  and  that  they  woakl  not 
give  less  weight  than  it  deserved  to  what 
bad  follen  from  the  hon.  gent  who  npoke 
last  but  one,  merely  from  the  part  <h  the 
country  he  came  from  (Cornwall).  The 
hon.  gent,  had  said,  that  he  onlv  wished 
for  the  conititatian,  and  to  bring  back  the 
House  of  Commons  to  its  constitational 
purity,  or  imtbor  to  what  he  thought  the 
House  of  Commons  ought  to  be.  Now 
with  the  information  and  htsturtcal  re- 
search which  his  hon.  friend  had  shewn, 
he  woald  challenfle  him  to  point  out  the 
Ume,  the  year,  when  this  happy  »ra  was 
•to  be  found,  in  which,  the  House  bf  Com* 
roons  was  in  that  state  to  which  ho  would 
now  wish  to  bring  it  Woald  he  go  back 
to  ancient  times^  and  to  the  reigns  of  the 
Tudors,  or  would  he  wish  so  assimihte 
the  House  to  what  it  even  was  In  the  time 
of  the  Stuarts,  or  more  especially  to  that 
parliament  in  the  reign  of  Charles  S, 
which  was  called  par  csceBmcr,  «'the 
pensioiied  parliament  ?"  His  hon.  friend 
woald  ind,  that  in  these  very  parliaments 
wluoh  passed  the  best  laws,  there  were 
members  ntting  who  repreien^d  such 
places  as  Gatton,  Old  Sarum,  and  Hel- 
atone,  and  all  those  boroughs  which  he 
wished  to  destroy  with  one  dash  of  hu 
pen.  He  was  no  paiticular  friend  to  bo- 
roughs of  thit  sort;  but  still  he  would  say 
that  they  had  introduced  into  the  House, 
and.totne  slirvice  of  the  coonlry,  many 
flaen  of  the  very  Srst  rale  tolosMa.    Tho 


plan  of  his  hon*  friend  waa  cortafaily  fidr 
to  view,  and  specious.    It  seemed  to  be 
well-proportioned,  and  adapted  to  its  end; 
but  he  believed  his  hon.  friend  was  much 
mistaken  if  be  thought  that  he  could  by 
any  such  plan  make  a  better  constitution 
th3n*tl)e  old  constitution  of  this  country. 
In  America  there  was  an  esumple  of  a 
conuitution  newly  formed,  and  supposed 
to  be  nearly  perfect  in  ita  theory.    What 
was  it,  however,  in  practice?    Did  his 
hon.  friend  really  believe  fhat  the  consti- 
tution of  America  was  as  well  calculated 
for  securing  the  happiness  of  the  people 
of  that  country  as  the    <x>nstitation  oC 
England  waa  w  securing  the  happiness 
of  the  people  of  this  country  ?    (Hear, 
hear !  from  the  mioisterial  benches.)  Hia 
hon.  friend  wished  the  House  to  fgt^nX 
him  a  committee  in.  order  to  see  what 
might  then  be  done  with  his  plan.    But 
if  the  committee  were   granted,   some 
member  might  propose  other  and  more 
extravagant  plans.    He  did  not  mean  to 
say  this  plan  was  an  eactravasant  one,  foe 
he  did  not  think  it  so  ;  but  if  there  waa  n 
committee,  every  member  of  it  midil 
think  himself  competent  to  propoae  nia 
own  plan.    He  did  not  wish  for  Kis  owm 
part  to  go  to  sea  to  hunt  for  consUtutions; 
no  enjoyed  the  British  consdtotien,  and 
was.perfectly  content  with  it    He  wifhed 
that  those  who  spoke  of  merely  bringbig 
back  the  House  of  (Emmons  to  the  stale 
itfoHrme'rly  was  In,  would  also  tell  to  what 
times  they  looked  for  that  state  of  the 
constitution  of  that  House  to  which  they 
wished  to  bring  it  back?  This  was  a  thing 
which  be  knew  they  could  not  do.    As  to 
shortening  the  duration  of  parliaments, 
that  waa  a  proposition  which  he  had  no 
objectioir  to ;  hot  he  conceived  it  more  a 
matter  of  regulatiim  than  of  reform.    He 
thought  his  hon.  friend  could  not  want  a 
committee  for  that  purpose,  but  that  he 
might  have  simply  moved  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  to  shorten  the  duration  of 
parliaments.    He  might  have  also  at  once 
moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  abo- 
lish burgage  tenures,  wi&out  asking  for  a 
committee,  who  would  have  not  only  to 
determine  on  his  plan,  but  on  o^cry  other 
plan  which  could  be  proposed.    Did  hia 
lion,  friend  mean  to  contend,  that  the 
members  of  that  Housie  were  bound  in 
every  instance  to  obejr  the  instructions  of 
their  constitoento?  I^r  his  own  part  ha 
had  every  respect  for  the  opinion  of  the 
people,  but  his  conduct  as  a  member  of 
parliament  he  must  ivgalate  by  his  con« 
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icieiice.    When  he  spoke  of  the  people, 
he  by  no  means  meant  the  mob.    He 
koew  that  gentlemen  out  of  doors  could 
form  as  correct  opinions  as  gentlemen  in 
.  that  HoQse ;  and  when  be  spoke  of  the 
people,  he  always  meant  those  who  were 
possessed  of  information.    If  the  House  of 
Coofmons  were  to  consist  merely  of  dele* 
gates  from  the  people,  what  security  were 
they  to  gire  the  people  that  they  would 
act  in  that  capacity  ?    Were  they  to  be 
bound  by  indentures  never  to  act  other- 
wise than  as  they  were  instructed  by  their 
constituents?     The   House  of  Commons 
would  then  be  converted  into  a  congress. 
^     -of  ambassadors.     He  was  inclined  to  think 
that  the  people  were  nearly  as  well  repre* 
sented  in  the  present  state  of  that  House, 
as  it  was  possible.    It  had  been  laid  down 
as  the  principle  of  representation,    that 
Englishmen  skould  not  be  bound  to  pay 
taxes,  ^cept  by  their  own  consent :  But 
if  this  principle  was  to  be  carried  to  its 
full  extent,  it  most  lead  to  univeraal  suf- 
frage, which  hardly  any  reformer  had  yet 
recommended.    The  plan  of  an  hon.  hart, 
(sir  F.  Burdett)  detailed  to  the  House  last 
session  was,  that  the  right  of  voting  should 
be  confined  to  householders  paying  taxes. 
If  itw^o-the  assessed  taxes  which  were 
sneant^  this  principle  could  not  have  been 
applied  before  the  American  war;    for 
Qutil  that  time,  there  were  no  assessed 
taxes.    This  was  sufficient  to  shew,  that 
it  was  a  new  principle  latehr  introduced, 
and  not  an  old  principle  or  the  constitu- 
tion.   If  direct  taxation  was  not  the  cri- 
terion, there  wis  not  a  pauper  who  would 
not  have  a  right  to  vote  as  paying  taxes;" 
for  when  every  article  of  consumption 
was  taxed,  every  person  must  pay  taxes 
in  some  shape  or  other.     If  then  they 
were  to  stop  short  of  universal  suflrage, 
they  never  codld  get  at  the  real  theory  of 
the   constitution.     If  universal    suffrage 
were  granted,  how  would  it  be  possible  to 
collect  the  votes  of  nine  millions  of  peo- 
ple.   It  was  even  fognd  that  iq  W^tmin- 
ster.tbe  voters  were  so  numerous  thatthey 
could  be  hardly  polled  in  15  days,  and  was 
also  notorious    that   every  Westminster 
election  was  a  scene  of  riot.    If  the  par- 
'  liament  were  to  be  so  altered  as  was  pro- 
posed by  this  plan,  the  members  of  that 
House,  upon  every  great  question,  would 
be  guided  not  by  their  own  judgments, 
1)ut  by  the  popular  opinron,  which  way 
often  wrong.    He  objected  most  strongly 
to  choosing  a  time  of  public  ferment  for 
coBVtting  parliament    When  the  pub- 


lic mind  was  in  a  state  of  madness,  ail]^ 
one"  that  would  come  forward  to  thd  peo* 
pie,  and  talk  a  great  deal  of  nonsense,  had 
a  tolerable  chance  of  being  returned ;  anil 
it  was  in  this  manner  that  the  country  had 
such  s^  parliament  as  the  present.  He 
thought  that  the  House  should  not  be  go* 
verned  much,  upon  this  question,  by  the 
idea  of  satisfying  the  people;  for  it  was 
impossible  tliat  they  could  erer  ntisfy 
those  who  were  determined  to  be  dissatis- 
fied. The  present  plan  of  reform  w^  not 
so  much  a  plan  to  reform  the  parliamentt 
as  to  reform  the  constituent  body.  He 
thought  that  any  alteration  in  the  consti- 
tution would  be  full  of  danger,  and  he 
tb^retbre  felt  himself  bound  to  oppose  the 
motion  of  his  hon.  friend. 

Sir  John  Newport  deprecated  innova- 
tions as  much  as  any  man.  Gentlemen 
had  no  objection,  however,  to  those  inno- 
yations  wbiqh  had  for  their  object  to  nar- 
row the  rights  of  the  people.  They  had 
narrowed  the  right  of  voting  in  Ireland. 
They  had  taken  away  the  elective  fran« 
chise  from  the  inhabitants  of  Shoreham, 
Cricklade,  Ajrlesbury,  &c.  on  the  ground 
of  their  misusing  the  right ;  here  they  were 
only  asked  to  do  the  same  thing,  on  the 
ground  that  the  right  was,  in  the  instance* 
complained  of,  no  longer  applicable  to 
the  purpose  intended.  He  had  no  man* 
ner  of  doubt  but  that  parliament  had 
strictly  a  right  to  .do  so  in  the  case  of  anj 
borough  which,  by  misuse  of  its  privi- 
leges, may  have  acted  directly  contrary  to 
the  objects  on  account  of  which  the  pri- 
▼ilege  was  conferred.  Those  boroughs 
bad  the  privilege  to  exercise  for  the  good 
^of  the  people ;  but  instead  of  faithfully 
executing  this  trust,  which  the  constitu- 
tion and  their  charter  imposed  upon  tbem, 
they  made  their  election  not  for  the  peo- 
ple,'but  for  the  interest  of  the  individual 
who  had  the  nomination.  His  noble 
friend  had  cited,  as  an  argument  a^nit 
reform,  the  example  of  the  constitution  of 
America.  Now  he  must  directly  differ 
from  his  noUe  friend  on  the  fact,  and  ask 
for  what  reason  or  upon  what  authority  he 
had  conceived  that  the  American  consti- 
tution was  not  as  well  framed  for  the  hap- 
piness of  that  country,  as  the  British  con- 
stitution is  for  that  of  the  people  of  this 
country  ?  The  people  of  America  had 
been  governed  to  their  own  satisfaction : 
their  population,  their  commerce,  their 
industry,  and  their  wealth,  had  increased 
greatly  under  their  present  coiutttmion : 
their  taxes  were  low,  tod  their  pobUo 
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debt  was  eoDfttntly  dimiDiibiog.  In  what 
mpeot  then  had  ine  conaiitntioo  of  Ame* 
riea  becin  (band  in  practice  to  ba?e failed? 
He  did  not  wish  to  see  the  fabric  of  oar 
constitution  palled  down  altogether^  be- 
cause it  appeared  to  hia  only  to  want 
•ome  timely  and  judicioai  repairs.  He 
thought  the  conatitation  itself  lofficiently 
p4iinted  out  the  repairs  that  were  aeoea- 
sary.  Without  perfectly  ameing  in  all 
the  ideas  of  his  Don.  friend,  he  thought 
that  he  had  stated  acase  sufficiently  strong 
to  call  for  a  committee.  Those  gentle* 
men  who  had  already  spoken,  seemed 
to  agree  that  it  might  be  an  improvement 
to  extend  the  right  of  Toting  to  copy- 
holders ;  hot  yet  they  were  afnid  even  to 
adopt  this  measure,  for  fear  it  sbonld  lead 
to  other  consequences  of  the  danger  of 
which  they  seemed  to  be  particularly  ap- 
prehensive. T^tj  might,  however,  have 
recollected,  that  last  year  the  House  pass- 
ed some  resolutions  favourable  to  reform ; 
and  that  a  bill  brought  In  by  an  hon. 
friend  of  his  (Mr.  Curwen)  had  passed 
that  HoQse,  although  indeed  it  was  pre- 
viously mutilated  and  mangled  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  prevent  any  good  resulting 
from  it.^  He  believed  that  it  would  be  a 
great  advantage  to  obtain  such  a  reform  of 
mat  Hooae  u  would  be  produced  by  the 
adoption  of  the  plan  of  his  hon.  friend, 
even  at  the  expence  of  giving  compensa- 
tion to  the  patrons  of  boron^ia.  He  be- 
lieved the  only  material  advantage  which 
Ireland  derived  by  the  Union,  was  get- 
ting rid  of  the  rotten  bofoughs,  even  al- 
though the  public  paid  for  the  pnrchase.of 
them.  He  approved  of  moat  of  the  ge» 
neral  ideas  or  nis  hon.  friend,  and  thonghl 
that  he  had  taken  a  right  course  in  pro* 
posing  a  committee. 

Sir  /.  Fklteiuy  deprecated  the  wiUI  no- 
tions which  were  so  industriously  diffiMed 


respecting  the  necessity  and  practicability 
of  a  radical  reform  in  the  representation 
ofthe  people  in  parliament.  Ine  qoestioo, 
even  if  agreed  to  on  the  principlea  recom- 
mended by  the  hon.  member,  would  only 
be  productive  of  a  little  more  or  a  little 
less  alteration  in  the  constitution  of  that 
House.  When  he  found,  that  under  this 
coostitution  as  it  now  existed,  a  greater  de- 
grae  of  security,  a  greater  degree  of  civil 
liberty  and  a  purer  administration  <»f  jus- 
tice prevailed  than  in  any  other  part  of 
the  worid,  he  could  not  bring  himself  to 
put  these  blessings  to  haxard  by  the  in- 
considerate adopuon  of  wild  and  undiges(r 
ed  schemes  of  reform.    The  hon*  member 


adverted  to  the  argument  drawn  from  the 
failure  of  the  Walcheren  expedition  in 
support  of  Parliamentary  Reform,  and 
asked  whether  if  that  measure  were  to  take 
place,  ministers  would  become  better 
qualified  to  conduct  expeditions,  or  whe« 
ther  it  would  have  the  dETect  of  preventing 
wars. 

Mr.  Jacob  contended  that  the  decisions 
of  that  House  weica  not  to  be  ascribed  to 
th^  preponderance  of  the  representativea 
for  rotten  boroughs.  If  on  the  question 
respecting  the  Walcheren  Expedition,  the 
representatives  of  the  cities  and  boroughs 
were  put  out  of  the  account,  it  would  be 
found  that  the  number  of  county  membera 
who  voted  on  each  side  were  nearly  eoual. 
He  thought  the  advantages  derivable  trom 
a  radical  reform  were  much  over-rated  ; 
nor  could  he  think  the  plan  of  the  hon. 
member  would  be  productive/  of  mnch 
benefit.  There  was  a  kind  of  Beform  in* 
deed  that  was  very  desirable;  namely, 
that  which  sbould  reduce  the  expences  of 
elections.    He  was  against  the  motion. 

Mr,  &  BoMnis  observed  that  it  was  very 
natural  that  any  person  or  number  of  per* 
sons  who  were  mssatisfied  with  the  deci* 
sioBi  of  a  majority  of  that  House,  should 
persuade  themselves  that  that*  majority 
not  only  thought  diSerently  from  him  or 
then^  but  from  the  majority  of  the  nation 
also.  So  muoh  had  been  lately  heard  of 
Magna  Charta,  that  one  mi|^ht  suppose 
that  Cynocs  statute  |dep^  until  it  was  called 
into  life  and  action  by  sir  Francis  Bordett. 
It  was  strange  that  tlmt  hon.  baronet  never 
ahould  have  mentioned  the  violatioa  of 
Magna  Charta  when  general  Clavering 
and  Mr.  Sandon  were  sent  to  Newgate. 
And  thai  he  should  have  allowed  the, 
Speaker's  warrant  to  be  sent  at  midnight 
into  the  House  of  the  latter,  his  drawers 
to  be  ransacked,  and  his  papers  brought 
away  tmder  the  authority  of  that  warrant. 
Where  was  the  hon.  baronet's  exquisite 
sensibility  for  Magna  Charta  on  that  occa* 
sion  ?  That  hon.  baronet  had  staled,  thai 
things  had  gone  on  well  from  William 
the  conqueror  to  William  the  third,  when 
the  borough  system  began  to  prevail. 
Now,  so.  far  was  he  from  agreeing  in  thia 
opinion,  that  he  would  date  the  prosperity 
of  the  country,  and  the  security  and  im- 
provement of  its  constitution,  precisely 
from  that  period.  As  to  Magna  Charta* 
nothing  was  more  absurd  than  to  take  it  ai 
the  ataodard  by  which  we  were  exclusively 
to  regulate  ourselves.  He  suspected  Ih^ 
persons  talked  of  Magna  Cham  vkn  Imd 
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nefer  retd  it  He  did  nofl  wish  to  nndcr- 
▼alae  this  grand  Charter.  Batj  as  stated 
by  a  great  authority,  it  was  onlv  intended 
to  crop  the  luxuriance  of  the  feudal  system. 
Manv  of  the  proTisibnt  in  that  statute  were 
wholly  inapplicable  to  the  present  state  of 
the  country.  Several  of  tfiem  related  to 
etclesiasiical  afl^irs  ;  and  the  principle  of 
rrery  article  that  was  good  in  it»  was  em* 
bodied^  confirmed  and  enacted  in  the  Petr? 
tiott  of  RightSi/  and-  the  Bill  of  RighU. 
There  was  no  period  of  our  history  in 
which  the  constitution  of  pailiament  was 
more  popular  and  pnre  than  at' present. 
If  the  population  was  dinxiiished  in  certun 
Hbces  ibat  sent  representatives  to  partia- 
Vient,  the  House  should  recoHect  how 
much  tiie  constituent  body  was  increased 
throughelat  the  kingdom,  lliey  would 
also  recollect  the  distribution  of  property 
that  had  taken  place  sinfce  the  reign  of 
Henry  the  sixth ;  that  the  qualification  for 
a  #ote  for  knight  cf  the  shire,  which  was 
then  fixed  at  40$.  was  equal  to  6(.  in  the 
reign  of  Queois  Elizabeth  a^d  to  1 2L  in  the 
reign  of  Queen  Atine^  and  to  20/.  forty 
years  ago.  The  clamourers  for  Reform 
talked  as  if  that  House,  when  it  taxed  Uie 
people,  did  not  tax  themselres  at  the 
fame  time.  It  always  was,  as'it  shpnM  be 
the  dttty«  and  had  been  the  practice,  of 
the  government  when  he  was  connected 
with  it,  so  to  combine  taxathm  as  that  it 
tfhould  fall  as  lightly  as  possible  on  the 
lower  classes  of  the  community.  Would 
the  plan  of  Reform  now  proposed  satisfy 
that  class  of  persons  whose  petitions  were 
^n  the  table  ?  He  was  persuaded  it  would 
Mt  They  wanted  sir  F.  Bnrdett's  plan,, 
the  great  principles  of  which  were  muter* 
•d  suflTrage  ana  frequent  elections.  That 
plan  was  opened  to  the  House  last  session 
by  the  hon.  baronet,  and  his  adherents 
had  been  extremely  active  in  the  interval 
to  rouse  the'  counties  and  great  towns  to 
petition  in  support  of  it ;  and  the  resoh 
4>f  their  labours  were  the  few  petitions  on 
ihe  table.  As  to  universal  snffirage,  it 
bad  been  tried  in  two  countries  and  com* 
pletoly  &iled  in  both.  See  the  eflfect 
of  it  in  France.'  See  the  eflect  of 
it  in  America.  Of  the  latter  country  he 
kiew  nothing  except  from  what  he  read, 
imd  from  those  who  spoke  of  what  they 
had  been  eye  witnesses  to.  He  read  in 
one  of  these  publications  that  in  conse* 
quence  of  the  lystem  of  election  that  pre* 
vailed  in  America,  Ha  popular  branch  of 
the  legisUtore  was  so  badly  composed) 
that  no  boaelt  trademum  iromd  mfler  one 


abb  the  tfothmity  of  a  noble  lord  (Selkirk) 
in  another  House^  who  had  travelled  much 
in  that  country,  who  Visited  it  with  strong 
prejudices  in  mvoor  of  its.  form  of  govern- 
ment, and  who  had  studied  its  constitotioB 
in  theory,  and  seen  its  operation  inpractice> 
that  the  scheme  ct  representetion  by  uni- 
versal soffiage  had  completely  fauled. 
Whatever  detects  might  exist  in  the  repre- 
sentative system  inightbe  easily  corrected^ 
without  having  recoorieto  plans  that,  if 
pursued  to  the  extreme  that  aome  hot 
spirits  were,  dbposed  to  posh  them,  would 
at  least  endanger  if  not  destroy  the  cofr- 
ititution. 

Mr.  Pferdfe  observing^  that  an  attack 
had  been  made'^cte  the  ^an  propoeei  laH 
session  bjf  bis  hon.  friend  (sir  F.  Bmdet^ 
and  certainly  not  the  less  hononied  firom 
hie  being  a  prisoner  iii  the  ToF^r*  and 
having  a  faithfiil  recollectioQ  of  the  plaa 
of  his  hon.  and  worthy  firiend,^beg^  to 
call  the  attention  of  tne  House  to  it4  n^ 
ture  and  features,  from  which  they  wouM 
see^  that  instead  of  there  beipsr  any  thing 
objeptionabloin  it,  it  was  hignljr  the  re* 
verse.  It  wen|  to  two.pronositioo^  the 
duration  of  payliam^ts,  aodf  the  descrip- 
tion of  persons  who  should  hare  a  right  to 
vote.  His  hon.  friend  did  not  press  any 
particular  inethod  of  ejafecting  these  ob* 
jects.  He  did  ii^deed  suggest*  thai  fre^ * 
holders,  householders,  >nd  others,  sublet 
to  direct  taxations  for  church  anS  state, 
should  have  a  right  to  vote:  and, as' to 
the  endurance  of  pariiamenta,  that  it 
should  be  brought  back  to  the  lefil  period* 
His  hon.  fnend  certainly  did  take  property 
as  the  basis  of  political  power.  It  was  to 
property  that  thev  looked  in  the  days  of 
Henry  6,  i^hen  tne  amount  of  income  by 
which  an  independent  freeholder  was  to 
be  estimated,  was  fixed  at  4<W.  If  they 
were  at  this  day  to  endeavour  to  ascertain 
the  san^  thing,  who,  he  would  ask«  were 
more  likely  to  be  independent  than  those 
who  were  able  to  pay  the  heavy  burthens 
nowimposed  OD  the  people-of  this  country  } 
He  had  no  hesitation  in  declaring  the  feel- 
ing of  his  mind  to  be,  that  the  right  of 
election  should  be  regnlated  by  the  pro- 
perty of  the  coonlry,  and  should  belong 
to  those  who  contributed  directly  to  the 
exigencies  of  the  state.  Who  were  they 
that  now  represented  the  fia^lders  of 
40f»  avear?  They  were compised  exact* 

atntnatdass  of  men  t^whom  he  hfd 
laded,  namely,  those  who  pay  all  the 
of  tbo  itaia ;  and  who  bgr  P^JUV 
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the  whole  tazes^  are  now  the  most  inde- 
pendent body  of  men  in  the  kin^om. 
The  hon.  gent.  (Mr.  S.  Bourne)  bad  said, 
that  the  constiiaent  body  had  greatly  iir- 
creased.  Why  shoald  it  not  do  so^  in  pro- 
portion to  the  increase  of  property.  It 
was  a  doctrine  which  be  ever  should  main- 
tain, that  people  could  hot  be  justly  taxed 
untesa  ihey  were  represented,  Henry  8, 
when  ha  imposed  taxes  upon  Wales,  gave 
the  people  of  that  country  representatives 
— ^thas  laying  down  and  marking  this  dis- 
tinct line  of  right. 

As  to  the  duration  of  parliaments,  the 
hon.  mover  preferred  triennial.  By  an 
act  of  Edwai'd  t,  parliaments  were  ordered 
to  be  holden  every  year,  and  ofWner  if  ne* 
ceasary.  This  rule  was  strictly  observed 
from  the  IHth  Richard  2nd,  and  was  first 
infringed  in  the  reign  of  Charles  I,  when 
for  12  years  together* there  was  no  parlia- 
ment at  all.  After, this  time  triennial  par- 
liaments were  first  introduced,  and  came, 
at  the  time  of  the  revolution,  to  lie  consi- 
dered as  the  law  of  the  land,  although,  in 
the  Bill  of  Rights, '  frequent  parliaments' 
are  the  words  made  use  of.  The  idea  of 
triennial  parliaments  was  a  sentiment  held 
aacred  till  the  reign  of  George  I,  in  the 
year  1716,  when  instead  of  three  years, 
parliament  itself  passed  a  law  declaring 
that  it  should  live  for  seven  years.  It 
might  be  argued  that  the  Supreme  legisla- 
ture cannot  be  bound.  But  if  the  repre- 
•entatl^  of  the  people  took  upon  them- 
selves to  destroy  the  power  of  the  people, 
he  shonld  venture  to  assert,  that  a  more 
illegal  act  could  not  be  committed  ;  «nd 
that  if  ever  high  treason  was  committed 
against  the  state,  it  was  in  that  very  act. 
He  begged  leave  to  read  to  the  House  the 
sentiments  of  my  lord  Raymond  on  this 
occasion :— '*  The  King,  Lords,  and  Coih- 
■oons  can  no  more  prolong  a  parliament 
beyond  its  natural  duration,  than  they 
can  make  a  parliament.''— Again,  allutf- 
nig  to  the  despotic  ministers  of  those  days, 
the  right  hon.  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer might  judge  bow  far  the  words 
were  applicable  to  the  present  times.  He 
said<*-^*  A  standing  army  and  a  standing 
parliament  are  fit  inttmments  to  support 
each  other."  The  right  hon.  gent,  would 
kn6w  how  far  this  applied  to  himself  and 
to  the  present  ministers.  He  asked,  what 
had  passed  last  session  ?  Was  it  not  then 
admitted  that  taxation  and  i«preientation 
ahoold  go  hand  in  tend?  That  waa  all  he 
aaked.  The  adrantagei  to  be  derived 
from  tliis  nile»  he  could  not  pratend  to  cal* 
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culate ;  but  when  he  heard  the  hon.  gent. 
(Mr.  Bourne)  contend  that,  when  that 
House  imposed  taxes  on  the  public,  they 
also  taxed  themselves,  he  could  not  for- 
bear fit>m  thinking  that  the  sums  distri- 
ibuted  from  the  public  revenue  among  the 
membens  of  that  House  might  account  for 
some  of  the  votes  passed  by  them.  If  all 
the  people  who  paid  tax^s  were  entitled 
to  the  right  of  votiuff  he  entertained  no 
doubt  that  there  would  be  an  end  to  cor- 
ruption, as  it  would  be  impossible  thai 
bribes  could  be  given  to  so  vast  a  number 
of  electors.  How,  then,  could  a  seat  in 
that  House  be  swapped  for  a  writership  ? 
Such  a  thing  would  be  impracticable— it 
would  be  impossible.  (Cries  of  heart 
hear!  and  question!  question!)  As  gen- 
tlemen seemed  to  be  in  such  a  hurry  for 
the  question,  he  should  nOt  trespass  much 
longer  on  their  attention,  though,  to  hia 
mind,  the  subject  was  of  far  greater  im- 
portance than  by  this  impatience  they 
seemed  to  suppose.  There  was  another 
reason,  why  he  was  anxious  to  see  a  more 
extended  exercise  of  the  right  of  franchise. 
It  would  do  away  the  number  of  contro- 
verted election  petition^,  with  which  so 
much  time  was  occupied.  Between  the 
reigns  of  Henry  3d,  and  Edward  4th, 
being  a  space  of  2(K)  years,  there  were 
only  three  petitions  of  the  kind  presented 
to  the  House.  The  question  being  again 
called  for,  the  hon.  gent,  declined  pro- 
ceeding  and  sat  down. 

Mr.  IVhkbrcad  rose  to  express  his  com« 
plete  assent  to  the  arguments  and  proposi- 
tion advanced  that  night  by  his  hon.  friend 
(Mr.  Brand).  To  the  necessity  of  a  reform 
in  the  representation  he  had  been  uni- 
form ly.alive  ;  and  he  had  felt  that  necet* 
sity  from  long  and  mature  research— -from 
a  reliance  on  the  talents  and  integrity  of 
those  great  authorities,  which  had  for  a^ 
many  years  pressed  its  adoption,  as  well 
as  from  the  innate  strength  and  irresistible 
conviction,  which  accompanied  the  very 
proposition  itself.  It  had  long  and  re* 
peatedly  engaged  the  attention  of  that 
House ;  by  parliament  its  merits  and  de- 
merits had  been  there  before  canvassed. 
It  had  to  boast  in  its  favour  the  coincident 
opinions  of  many  great  men,  who,  though 
diflering  on  other  subjects^  in  the  necessity 
of  parliamentary  reformation,  all  concur* 
red.  It  had  been  considered  by  Mr.  Pitt^ 
himself  as  a  measure  of  the  most  vital  im« 
portance ;  and  by  him,  acting  upon  that 
feelioff,  submitted  to  the  consideration  of 
that  House,  though  it  was  prevented  frogna 
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being  carried  into  eflTect  only  by  a  majo- 
rity of  20  votes.  To  the  introduction  of 
iiticU  a  measure  no  objection  upon  ttie' 
ground  of  its  being  a  rash  and  crude  in- 
novation, therefure  could  apply«;  and 
^vhateyer  difTerence  of  opinion  may  even 
now  prevail,  upon  the  propriety  or  expe- 
diency of  bringing  it  forward  ;  there 
seemed,  however,  to  be  a  universal  assent 
from  all  sides  of  the  House,  to  the  expli* 
cttness,  the  candour,  and  the  moderation, 
with  which  his  hod.  friend  had  on  that 
night  introduced  it.'  .Notwithstanding  the 
commendations  pronounced  by  hon.  mem- 
bers upon  his  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Brand)  for 
the  display  and  illustration  of  all  those 
analities,  it  was  impossible  for  him  not  to 
think,  that  from  some  of  their  insinuations 
his  hon.  friend  had  not  been  fairly  dealt 
with.  Motives  were  attributed  to  him  for 
bringing  forward  the  subject  of  that  night, 
which  iio  fair  construction  of  his  language 
or  his  conduct  could  warrant.  It  was 
cbarged  against  him  that  he  was  induced 
to  press  its  consideration  now,  in  conse* 


any  distinct  plan ;  it  followed  the  prfce- 
dents  which  were  in  existence ;  it  was  the 
course  pursued  by  Mr.  Pitt  when  he  came 
forward  the  advocate  of  reform  ;  it  wa4 
that  adopted  by  the  Irish  parliament,  when 
that  assembly  wasimpr^ssed  with  the  neces* 
sity  of  correcting  the  prevailing  abuses  in  its 
Gonstitutipn.  Such  also  was  the  course 
recommended  when  be  had  the  first  oppor* 
tunity  of  expressing  his  opinion  on.  the 
subject,  at  the  pcri^  when  it  was  intro- 
duced by  his  dear  and  noble  relative 
(earl  Grey.)  True  it  was,  that  at  that 
period,  one  of  the  great  and  strenuous 
supporters  of  parliamentary  Reform  had 
changed  his  opinion  upon  it./  Mr.  Pitt, 
the  minister  of  that  dav*  struck  with  the 
awful  change  that  had  taken  place  in  the 
political  situation  of  Europe,  afiected,  as 
he  said,  by  thone  changes  combined  with 
certain  appearances  in  this  country,  then 
<ra[ied  upon  his  noble  friend  to  retract  the 
notice  he  had  given  of  bringing  forward 
that  question.  9ut  whence  sprung  the 
objections  of  Mr.  PiU  ?     Was  it  that  he 


qaence  of  the  popular  clamour,  as  it  was  shad  altered  his  opinion  upon  the  intrinsic 
styled,  which  prevailed  out  of  doors,-^that^  merits  of  parliamentary  reform?  Waa 
Mich  a  love  of  duty  would  not  be  felt  or^  it  that  he  felt  the  arguments  for  its  adop« 
manifested  by  him  if  sir  P.  Burnett  had  not<  ^  tion  less  cogent,  or  the  e&ocu  likely  to 
been  sent  to  the  Tower,  and  Mr.  Gale/ follow  from  its-accomplishment  lesssalu* 


Jones  committed  to  Newgate.      On  th 
part  of  his  hou.  friend,  he  protested  again 
aoch  a  construction,  and  he  could  do 
with  the  more  propriety^  inaspiuch  as  h 
had  the  best  reason  to  be  convinced,  tha 
no  such  influence  operated  with  him.     So 


tary  ?  It  was  no  such  thing.  He  ob- 
jected to  it  not  upon  any  grounds  attach* 
ing  to,  or  deducible  from,  the  measure  it- 
self, but  growing  out  of  causes  altogether 
extraneoais.  His  opposition  to  it  ^cannot 
be  considered  as  directed  to  the  merit  of 


fiur  back  as  the  morning  of  the  decision  on  :  the  measure,  but  to  the  particularity  of 
the  Wakheren  question,  the  hen.  movei^  the  season  when  it  was  introduced, 
had  intimated  to  him  his  determination  of  "^  An  hon.  gent.  (Mr.  8.  Bourne)  had  that 
I.-  ._.•  .L        ..  «       night  vauntingly  asserted  that  the  prtn« 

ciple  of  reform  by  an  extension  of  the 
right  of  sulFrage  had  been  tried  in  tiro 
diflerent  parts  of  the  world,  and  that  in 
both  the  experiment  had  failed.   He  (Mr* 


making  a  motion  upon  the  subject.  For 
reasons  onjiecessaiy  then  to  explain,  he 
{Mr.  W.)  had  recommended  to  him  not  to 
preta  it  immediately  at  that  moment,  not 
that  he  had  ceasea  to  entertain  the  least 
doubt  of  the  propriety  of  its  adoption^ 
Indeed,  as  he  had  before  said,  there  could 
be  no  reason  for  a  change  of  bis  opinion, 
s^tated  as  that  question  had  been  for  al- 
moat  half  a  century.  In  1 793  he  voted 
for  it ;  when  brought  forward  in  17^7  he 
took  the  same  course ;  and  so  would  he 
have  voted  in  1800,  when  it  was  intro- 
duced by  sir  F.  Burdett,  had  he  been  in 
his  place,  from  which  he  was  alone  pre- 
vented by  the  utter  impossibility  from  the 
ahort  interval  between  the  notice  and  the 
decisMn,  of  reaching  town  from  the  part 
^f  the  country  iti  which  he  then  was. 

The  motion  now.propoied«  as  it  appear^ 
ei  to  htm,  wisely  abstained  from  urginf 


W.)  begffed  leave  positively  to  deny  it. 
Reform  liad  not  failed,  because  refona 
never  had  a  trial.  InAmericai  so  trium- 
phantly referred  to  by  the  right  hon* 
gent.,  (and  where  he  could  find  authority 
for  the  description  he  had  gWen  of  the 
members  of  congren,  he  (Mr.  W«)  waa 
wholly  at  a  loss  te  aacertain  })  the  experi- 
sent  had  not  been  made.  There  it  was 
creation,  and  not  reform,  that  bad  taken 
place  ;  and  what  an  awful  admonition  to 
that  House  must  arise  from  ioqniring» 
what  the  causes  were  which  forced  upon 
America  the  necessity  of  that  creation. 
All  the  evib  which  accompanied  that  on^ 
natural  contest-^1  the  calaoiitoaa 
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noences  which  firit  tore  America  from 
Englmnd,  Mid  scattered  the  teeds  of  fotore 
defoletioii  throoghout  the  whole  earib, 
might  h»Te  been  a?oided»  if  the  Brititfa 
Hpiise  of  Commons  had  been  at  that  cri-' 
tical  and  awfbl  period  reformed.  To  the 
corrupt  conttitution  of  the  parliament, 
eaid  Mr.  Pitt,  wa«  to  be  atlriboted  the 
alienation  of  the  coloniea-*4he  disgrace  of 
the  parent  country  and  the  dismeo^ber- 
nient  of  the  British  dominions.  It  could 
not,  therefore,  be  said,  that  reform  had 
failed  in  America ;  but  it  was  too  manifest 
that  the  want  of  reform  in  England  had 
forced  America  to  the  necessity  of  a  poli* 
tical  creation ;  which,  so  far  from  failing 
in  its  object,  had  far  exceeded  the  extent 
of  human  hope— exceeded,  inasmuch  as  it 
was  the  work  of  one  of  the  greatest  and 
the  best  of  men— ^  that  patriot  (Wash* 
ingtoo,)  who  communicated  to  the  go* 
▼ernment  he  had  reared  a  certain  portion 
of  the  purity  of  his  own  spotless  mind 
aind  onsqllied  life :  inasmuch  as  it  had 
grown  from  the  weakness  of  infancy  to 
the  strength  of  manhood,  engaged  in  all 
the  pursuiu  which  leail  to  greatness  and 
lo  power— capable  of  existing  upon  its 
own  resources^  and  too  likely  to  become 
your  future  riTal.  If  sudi  w;aa  the  case 
as  to  America,  how  was  the  assertion  of 
the  rig^t  hon.  gent  borne  out  by  a  re- 
ference to  France  ?  Could  he  affirm,  that 
even  there  the  experiment  of  reform  was 
once  tried?  Unmrtunately  for  France, 
for  Europe,  and  humanity,  reform  was  re- 
fused. To  all  application*  for  the  redrew 
of  abuse,  for  to  evenr  proposed  ameliora- 
tion of  the  system  of  its  government,  the 
answer  of  those  then  in  power  in  that 
oountry  nniformly  commnnh»ted  denial 
— ontil  those  denials  terminated  in  the 
overthrow  of  the  French  monarchy.  Then 
followed  the  horrible  caUlogue  of  mi« 
series  which  some  few  in  that  House  had 
predicted,  but  which  so  many  of  those 
who  then  would  not  believe,  hare  how 
lived  to  see  so  lamentably  realised. 

When,  then,  such  instances  were  plain 
to  their  understanding)!^  was  it  not  natural, 
that  many  persons  in  the  country  should 
now  look  to  a  reform  in  that  House,  im- 
pressed as  they  were  with  the  opinion, 
that  neither  the  American  nor  the  French 
war,  both  events  so  replete  with  national 
calamities,  would  never  have  taken  place 
if  that  House  had  been  fairly  constituted, 
and  if  it  spoke  the  feelings  and  the  wishes 
of  the  people  ?  .Was  it  not  natural,  when 
■sea  contemplated  the  disastroos  cam* 


paigils,  the  fruitless  expeditions,  At  la* 
vish  expenditure  of  the  nation's  blood  and 
of  iu  means,  which  characterised  so  the 
political  history  of  latter  times,  to  attn« 
bote  such  effects  to  the  want  of  that  coa^ 
stitalional  influence  which  .the  country 
should  possess  over  the  conduct  of  its  pul>« 
lie  servants  ?     When  they  see  mtnistcffial 
majorities  ready  to  defend  every  rash  pro- 
ject  of  war»«to  screen  every  delinquency 
-»^o  protect  every  malversation,  and  to 
refuse  every  popular  apfieal  for  redress-^ 
could  it  be  a  matter  of  surprise  to  thst 
House,  to  find  the  country  anxious  to  cor« 
rect  that  which  they  con.<ider  the  soarco 
of  all  the  national  evils,  namely,  the  im- 
perfect representation  of  the  people  in 
the  Commons  House  of  Parliament?  Then 
how  was  that  remedy  to  be  aflfected? 
It  was  to  be  effected,  as  his  hon.  friend 
said  by  looking  into  the  principles  of  the 
constitution,  and  applying  them  to  present 
circumstances,    it  was   by  giviog^  to  the 
people  their  due  in  returning  men  to  that 
House  who  came  there  the  representatives 
of  the  country,  and  not  of  theirown  money* 
But  the    hon.   gent,  opposite,    has  said 
that  the  peers  constitute  a  virtual  repre- 
sentation of  the  people.    Did  that  hon. 
gent.  (Mr.  D.  Giddy)  forget  the  manncTj 
in  which  such  honours  and  dignities  had 
been  in  modem,  times  too  frequently  be» 
stowed  ?    Did  he  believe  that  the  mors 
the  .peerage  was  diluted  by  the  proetilo* 
tion  of  its  distinctions,  its  honour  was  pro- 
portionably  increased  ?     Without  any  in- 
vidious application,  he  would  suppose  a 
case  of  a  gr^at  independent  commoner, 
from  many  causes  possessed  of  considera- 
ble infliience  in  that  House  and  in  the 
country:  he  would  suppose  too  that  to 
get  the  support  of  such  a  man  must  be- 
come a  great  object  with  the  minister  of 
the  day.     How  could  he  more  efiectually 
proceed  to  accomplish  his  purpose  than  by 
holding  out  the  honours  of  the  peerage  as 
the  recompence  for  the  desertion  of  the 
cause  of  the  pobKc  ?— -Having  thus  ex* 
cited  no  very  commendable  feeling  of  am- 
bition, and  with  the  facility  of  sayfng 
'*  much  on  both  sides  of  a  public    ques*^ 
tiow,''  which  the  member  for  Yorkshire 
(Mr.  Wilberforce)  had  stated  according  to 
a  great  writer,  to  exist,  was  it  not  very 
probable  to  suppose  that  by  soch  a  pur- 
sott  the  dignity  of  the  peersge  might  be 
lavished  in  order  to  correpl  the  membera 
of  the  other  branch  of  the  legislature  > 
Was  there  not  some  ground  for  believing 
that  which  had    beat  often   oontenJedy 
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namely,  that  sach  an  instnioient  had.  the 
Hoase  of  Lords  been  made  as  actaally  to 
fock*  at  the  best  blood  of  the  House  of 
Commons  ?  From  the  operation  of  sach 
causes  the  House  of  Lords  continued  no 
longer  what  the  constitution  intended  it, 
whilst  the  Commons  stands  in  need  of  re- 
formation. 

in  considering  the  mode  of  that  reform 
that  might  be  most  eligible,  it  was  impos- 
sible to  overlook  the  consequences  which 
followed  from  men  finding  their  way  into 
that  House  by  the  nomination  of  peers. 
Consider  the  relationship  in  which  a  per- 
son thus  returned  stands  with  a  represen- 
tative sent  by  a  portion  of  the  population 
of  the  country.  The  latter  stands  forward 
for  the  free  choice  of  his  constituents. 
He  takes  his  place  in  this  House  unfet- 
tered. If  circumstances  should  arise  on 
which  his  constituents  express  their  opi- 
nion, and  request  his  support,  what  is  his 
alternative  ?  Should  he  even  against  his 
own  judgment  acquiesce  with  them  or  va- 
cate his  seat :  (No  !  No !  and  some 
murmurs  from  the  Ministerial  benches.) 
If  gentlemen  would  but  wait  with  a  little 
patience  they  soon  should  learn  his  opi- 
nion and  that  was,  that  the  representative 
was  not  bound,  whatever  view  he  took  of 
the  question,  to  -vacate  his  seat.  But 
what  was  the  case  of  a  nominated  member 
on  a  pinehtng  question  }  Was  he  not 
bound  either  to  vote  for  his  patron  or  to 
vacate  }  The  latter  was  the  uniform  prac- 
tice when  such  circumstances  arose  :  and 
it  might  be  said  in  the  one  case,  that  the 
member  refused  to  pay  what  some  con- 
sidered a  legaldebt,  whilst  there  existed 
no  objection  to  discharge  the  other,  which 
might  be  termed  a  debt  of  honour.  Such 
'a  man,  the  nominee  for  a  borough,  when 
•he  took  his  place  in  that  House,  came  not 
'  as  a  representative  of  the  people,  but  as  the 
delegate  of  the  nobleman.  He  was  aware, 
however,  that  men  of  the  first  talents  and 
strictest  integrity  were  frequently  in  that 
way  returned,  and  that  in  the  present 
state  of  the  representation,  they  could  not 
from  many  causes  obtain  seats  in  any 
other  manner.  But  the  system  of  his  hon. 
friend  had  the  advantage  of  afibrding  such 
men  opportunities  of  being  elected  to  serve 
in  that  house.  And  though  it  tookiaway 
twenty  nominators,  it  opened  forty  places 
where  they  could,  from  their  talents  and 
their  character,  establish  claims  to  popn- 
Ur  support* 

Bat  it  was  said  4>y  an  hon.  gent.  (Mr. 


many  distinguished  officers  of  the  wrmy 
and  navy,  and  lawyers  (of  the  latter  » 
great  superfluity,)  who  could  not  obtain 
seats  unless  by  this  mode  of  nomination. 
Did  not  the  right  hon.  gent,  know  that 
some  of  the  great  cities  and  popoloua 
towns  were  in  the  habit  of  electmg  some 
of  our  naval  heroes  ?  Had  he  not  an  ex- 
ample before  him.  Let  him  look  to  the 
city  of  Westminster  ?  Was  it  not  at  thia 
moment  represented  by  .a  noble  lord 
(Cochrane)  whose  great  and  gallant  ser- 
vices entitled  and  obtained  for  him  the 
support  and  suflVages  of  bis  constituents  ? 
Had  not  lord  Gardner,  and  before,  htm 
lord  Hood,  been  thus*  returned,  standing 
forward  as  they  did  in  the  face  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  supported  by  that  people  in  con- 
sequence of  their  professional  services? 
So  far  as  the  assertion  of  the  right  horn 
gent,  applied  to  naval  heroes,  hisstateihent 
completely  fell  to  tlie  ground. 

There  bad  fallen  from  his  noble  friend, 
(lord  Milton)  certain  observations  which 
be  most  confess  he  had  heard  with  sue* 
prise.  His  noble  friend  had  stated  that 
at  a  popular  election  the  man  who  could 
talk  the  greatest  nonsense  was  sure  to  suc«> 
ceed.  Now  his  noble  friend  had  been  en- 
gaged in  a  great  popular  contest,  in  which 
character  was  opposed  to  character,  great 
natural  interest  to  great  natural  interest, 
and  money  to  money.  The  result  bad 
proved  in  favour  of  his  noble  friend,  and 
without  feeling  inclined  to  make  any  in* 
vidious  comparison,  he  would  ask,  what 
could  have  induced  the  people  of  York* 
shire  to  prefer  his  noble  friend  to  his  op- 
ponent ;  but  that  both  he  and  his  friends 
and  adherents  spoke  better  sense,  and  ex- 
hibited more  constitutional  principle  ?  In 
this  country  the  good  sense  of  the  can- 
didate and  the  sound  principles  of  the 
constitution  would  generally  predominate 
at  popular  elections,  he  was  convinced, 
unless  some  dangerous  delusion  in  the 
shape  of  an  hypocritical  cant  or  a  reli- 
gious cry,  was  artfully  raised  to  conceal 
some  unconstitutional  project. 

It  was  now  unfottunately  hot  too  m^ 
nifest  that  in  the  public  mmd  there  pre- 
vailed a  great  and  'growing  indisposition 
to  that  House.— (No,  no,  from  many  mem- 
bers )  That  such  indisposition  existed 
he  was  firmly  persuaded,  and  he  most  ap- 
prehended that  those  who  did  not  believe 
Its  existence,  would  not  awaken  from  their 
delusion  until  it  was  too  late.  It  had 
been  generated  by  acts  done  in  thatHooaa 


Oiddy)  that  in  that  Houae  there  ware    daring  the  present  and  late  sessions  of 


I^S] 


^ABL.  DSBATES*  Mat  a\,  lSl0.^a  R^fbrm  nl  Mimaa. 


[1M 


Parliameat,  Many  of  its  decisiont  bad 
given  great  ditgust  lo  the  great  body  of 
the  people,  iu  so  invcb,  that  in  their 
wrath  agaiof  t  that  House  they  woold  de- 
prive it  of  those  priTilegea>  which  to  a 
House  of  Commons  duly  constitated  they 
would  freely  grant  and  cheerfully  submit 
to.  The  opposers  ^f  reform,  indeed,  en- 
deavoured to  deny  thai  it  is  the  wish  of 
the  country,  and  they  ground  the  assertion 
on  this/that  the  people^  have  not  petitioned 
for  it.  But  years  ago  the  people  had  pe- 
titioned, and  the  reason  they»did  not  re- 
,  peat  their  applications  was,  that  they  feel 
cliaappoin^d  and  disgusted  with  the  apos* 
tacy  of  those  who  once  were  firm  sop- 
porters  of  it.  They  have  found  all  their 
petitions  for  the  redress  of  grievances  dis- 
regarded ;  and  in  that  very  session  they 
had  seen  the.  House  of  Commons  fre- 
refuse  to  receive  the  prayers  of 
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the  people.  But  it  was  most  idle,  most 
delusive  and  mischievoua  to  believe,  that 
they  did  not  wish  for  reform  in  their  hearts. 
Its  necessity  became  every  day  more  ab- 
solute. Wise  councils  might  unquestiona- 
bly do  a  great  deal,  for  the  country  in  its 
present  situation,  knit  for  complete  reco- 
very, in  his  opinion,  a  rcfornv  in  the  con- 
struction of  that  House  was  essentinlly 
necessary.  What,  he  would  ask,  hail  been 
the  Tate  of.  other  nations  who  neglected 
the  means  of  national  safety  ?  Did  Prussia 
reform  ?— Did  Austria  redl*oss  the  people's 
grievances  ?^Why  has  Spain  been  the 
theatre  of  havoc  and  desolation  ?—Were 
their  miseries  to  be  traced  to  the  experi- 
ment of  reform  }  Or  rather,  was  it  not  the 
effect  of  the  resistance  with  which  their 
respective  governments  trdated  every  pro- 
position of  redress  and  amelioration  ? — Had 
Sicily  reformed  ?— And  what,  notwith- 
standing the  liberal  assistance  of  Great 
Britain, « will  be  iu  fate,  unless  that  go- 
vernment shall  be  wise  enough  to  accede 
to  the  reasonable  wishes  'of  thr  people  ? 
Subjugated  Europe  has  fallen  prostrate, 
not  became  she  made  rash  experiments  of 
reform  on  her  systems  of  government,  but 
by  sanctifying  every  abuse,  and  pertina- 
ciously refusing  to  accede  to  the  just  de- 
sires of  the  people ;  she  destroyed  the 
moral  energies  of  her  population,  and 
thoygh  she  placed  arms  in  the  hands  of 
those,  who  ought  to  be  her  defenders, 
there  remained  nothing  of  influence  over 
their  hearu  when  brought  in  contact  with 
the  enemy. 

What  was  the  effect  of  the  denial  of  re- 
fiwm  iolralaiid  ?   It  was  this  -that  the 


corruptions  of  its  Parliament  became*  so 

flaring  and  so  destructive,  as  to  have  ren- 
ered  it  necessary  to  merge  it  by  an  in-* 
corpofating  union  in  the  legislature  of 
Great  Britain.  Far  better' woold  it  have 
been  for  the  reciprocal  happiness  of  botb 
islands,  that  a  course  of  a  seasonable  and 
salutary  reform  had  been  resorted  to,  and 
that  the  two  independent  Parliaments  had 
been  continued.  When  thehon.  gent  (Mr. 
Bourne)  talked  of  virtual  represeotatioa 
and  its  beneficial  efi*ects,  how  was  it  that 
he  did  not  speak  one  word  of  the  represen* 
tation  of  Scotland.  Did  it  exist  there  I 
How  was  it  that  it  escaped  his  observe* 
tion  ?  Was  it  that  he  knew  nothing  of  its 
situation,  of  its  crying  grievances  upon 
that  .subject ;  or  that  with  the  skilful 
adroitness  of  a  dexterous  pleader,  he  care* 
fully  abstained  from  touching  upon  that 
part  of  the  subject  in  diacussion  :  which 
must  have  exposed  his  fallacious  sophistry. 
Compensation  for  boroughs  had  been  al« 
laded  to  by  his  hon.  frietid,bttt  to  arrange* 
ment  for  that  object  he  was  decidedly 
averse.  There  was  not  a  feature  of  right 
connected  with  such  a  principle.  The 
case  here  was  different  from  that  of  Ire- 
land, where  compensations  were  made* 
There  it  was  admitted  by  the  right  hon. 
gent,  who  now  was*  at  the  head  of  its 
exchequer  (Mr.  Foster)  that  «very  thing 
connected  with  the  union  had  been  i*fiect» 
ed  by  means  of  money,  and  titai  every 
I  step  of  its  progress  had  been  piocured  by 
purchase  for  valuable  consideration. 

The  hon.  gent,  then  proceeded  to  cqm* 
ment  upon  the  mischiefs  which  must  follow 
from  collusions  between  the  patrons  of 
boroughs,  and  the  minister  of  the  day, 
the  one  bsrtering  his  patronage  eitlier  to 
gratify  his  ambition  or  his  avarice  ;  the 
other  tquandering  the  honours  of  the 
crown,  or  the  money  of  the  people,  to  ac* 
quire  Parliamentary  support.  Suppose 
for  instance,  some  great  lord  with  his  sii^ 
or  seven  nominees  in  that  House,  shf>uld, 
in  the  longing  of  his  empty  vanity  grasp 
at  those  distinctions  which  were  ordained 
to  reward  heroic  achievements — that  be 
should  threaten  the  minister  of  the  day 
with  the  defection  of  his  nominees  in  thai 
House,  unless  he  obtained  that  ribband^ 
which,  though  an  ornament  to  merit,  must 
when  otherwise  conferred,  be  cotisidered 
a  badge  of  disgrace  to  the  wearer.  Had 
snch  a  case  never  happened,  or  was  it 
it  impossible  that  it  should  ever  happen 
again  ?  Had  it  never  occurred  that  me- 
naces of  a  similar  paMie  were  iddismed 
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given  to  some  proposed  public  work,  in 
which  was,  however,  blended  some  little 
of  private  interest,  bot  for  the  accomplish* 
jnent  of  which  the  pablic  money  was  to 
be  entirely  applied  ?-i--lf,  then,  sach  things 
had  happened— if  they  can  happen  again 
^^who  was  it,  that  could  deny  that  the 
compliance  of  such  minister  constituted 
the  most  profligate  exercise  of  those 
powers  which  were  entrusted  for  far  dif* 
ferent  purposes  ?* 

But  between  the  contending  opinions  of 
Ins  hon.  friend  and  of  the  hon.  gent.  (Mr. 
jSoorne)  apposite,  he  (&Ir.  W.)  was  placed 
in  a  dreadful  alternative.  His  hon.  friend 
said,  that  unless  reform  took  place/a  mili^ 
tary  despoiism  would  follow.  The  hon." 
gent,  on  the  contrary  was  fully  persuaded 
that,  if  reform  was  acceded  to,  this  coun- 
try, after  being  dragged  through  the.  vor- 
tex of  democracy,  would  at  length  be  sub- 
jected to  a  military  govern tuent.  It  was 
not  for  him  to  say  that  either  consequence 
would  follow,  but  in  adjuring  that  House 
lo  aequiesce  in  the  motion  for  going  into  a 
committee,  Be^ would  appeal  to  the  autho- 
rities of  the  dead  to  strengthen  the  admo- 
nitions of  the  living*  I  caill  upon  you, 
said  he,  to  bear  in  remembrance  the 
mighty  characters  who  have  expressed 
their  decided  support  to  this  question  of 
reform.  The  horrors  of  that  democracy 
which  the  denial  to  reform  had  accelerated 
in  France,  have  subsided  from  their  own 
exhaustion.  England,  though  buiFeled  in 
the  tempest,  has  escaped  from  the  general 
wreck  which  has  befallen  so  many  other 
nations.  Will  she  not  profit  even  by 
their  example  ?  Will  she,  with  their  ca- 
lamities and  their  fate,  speaking  to  her 
with  more  than  oracular  force,  refuse  to 
redress  her  grievances,  and,  by  such  inla- 
tuation,  hurry  to  the  same  destiny  ?  Events 
liave  taken  place  within  these  waUs  which 
have  sunk  deep  into  the  hearts  of  the  peo- 
ple; It  ia  true,  that  many  of  the  gentle** 
men  opposite  think  the  impression  done 
atway,  and  that  the  popular  reason  is  now 
Twhted.  If  the  right  hon%  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  the  first  minister  of  this 
ooontry,  thinks  himself  justified  by  the 
dedsiooa  of  this  Hbose,  he  must  allow  me 
to.tcii  him,  that  he  gnMsly  deceives  him* 
self.  Let  me  asrare  him,  that  the  votes 
of  this  House,  which  were  meant  to  justify 
bis  actions,  have  in  no  inconsiderable  de- 
gree increased  the  advocates  fi>r  {Mfiia- 
mentary  reform.  Those  fears,  whiehipriny- 
ing  fipon  tfa«  chaiqpi  of  Europe  in  1708> 


tion,  now  cease  to-operate.*  All  men  see 
the  absolute  necessity  of  reforniing-»-4hey 
see  that  danger  pressing  upon  them  whicB 
was  so  feared  and  so  expected  when*  ouf 
expenditune  was  ton  millions — ^w'hen  after- 
wards twenty  millions-- How  much  more 
chilling  the  prospect  when  it  has  been  in* 
creased  to  seventy  millions?  and  wb«i 
we  contemplate  the  awful  truth,  that  all 
human  resources  are  finite?  There  was 
little  to  add  to  the  reasoning  already  ad* 
vanced  at  various  periods  upon  the  subject. 
But  with  respect  to  the  sale  of  seats,  he 
would  contend  that  the  man  returned  by 
his  money  could  have  little  connection  with 
the  public  feeling.  With  constituents  he 
could  never  come  in  contact,  perhaps  never 
see  them.  !He  therefore  had  no  bias  to 
camoly  with  their  opinions.  He  felt  and 
actea  as  the  representative  of  his  bfML 
When  versed  in  the  system  of  ministerial 
management,  he  would  not  remain  lone 
backward  in  pursuing  that  course  whicn 
he  observed  followed  by  so  many  to  their 
own  private  advantage.-— Mr.  Whitbread 
next  adverted  to  the  Septennial  Act, 
which,  abstractedly  considered,  he  thought 
most  tyrannical,  but  which  was  in  some 
de(^ree  justified  by  the  motive  which  led 
to  Its  adoption  -at  the  time,^  namely,  the 
preservation,  and  maintenance  of  tbn 
House  of  Brunswick  on  the  throne  of  these 
realms.  He  would  vote  now  i<a  triennial 
parliaments,  and  for  regulating  the  man* 
ner  of  taking  votes,  as  recommended  by 
his  hon.  friend.  The  latter  would  be  a 
consequence  of  the  first,  and  without  it  the 
other  would  be  intolerable.  Whether 
under  a  refornf  the  members  returned 
would  be  intrinsically  better  than  those  who 
now  sat  there,  he  woold-not  say,  but  by 
coming  in  under  so  many  popular  checks,* 
as  much  ^ood  wduld  be  produced  as  if  ifaey 
were  intrinsically  better.  After  expfces* 
iu  his  wish  to  see,  though  not  the  efficient 
omcersof  the  crown,  yet  their  dependanle 
removed  from  that  House,  he  concluded 
with  observing,  that  even  thou^  no  other 
'good  wan  to  follow  but  the  satisbction  of 
the  people,  for  that,  the  exertion  should 
be  made,  and  from  its  accomplishment  the 
most  salutary  benefits  would  follow. 

Mr.'  Oaamg  conceived  the  questio«.ppo* 
posed  by  the  motion  to  be  plainly  thia» 
whether  that  House  should  oeelare  itself 
inadequate  to  the  performance  of  iia  fono 
tions — ^whether  it  should  abdicate  its  a«« 
thority?  The  House  would,  he  hoped, 
pause  before  it  decided  in  the  aftmaliva 
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upon  aoch  a  lenoofl  sobject.  To  what 
coateqoenc^s  soch  a  decision  musl  lend, 
•  througb  what  rariety  of  untried  being/ 
it  wat  likely  to  take  both  the  Houpe  and 
the  country,  be  thought  it  araiecessary  to 
describe.  And  for  what  porpoee  was  such 
a  dangerous  experiment  recommended^- 
to  oonciliale  truly  not  the  sober  reflecting  * 

frnrt  of  the  people,  because  he  did  not  be- 
ieve  any  thing  of  this  nature  was  reqoi« 
site  to  their  satisfaction ;  no ;  but,  a  parti- 
cular class,  whose  study  it  was  to  create 
agitation  and  make  a  noise  about  reform, 
^r  that  class  he  could  never  hesitate  to 
express  his  confirmed  disdain.  They  were 
not  deserving  of  any  favour  from  that 
House,  because  for  that  House  or  the  con- 
stitution they  felt  no  solicitude.  If  such 
persons  could  attain  their  object,  they 
would  constitute  such  a-system  of  popular 
delegation*  as  could  not  exist  as  a  coH>r- 
.dinate  authority  in  the  constitution  of 
England.  There  could  be  no  question 
that  (here  existed  such  a  part^  in* the 
country,  who  pretended  a  leal  for  retbrm 
but  in  reality  sought  anarchy,  and,  as  t}ie 
best  mode  of  accomplishing  their  object, 
reviled  and  distrusted  that  House,  the  ob» 
ject  of  whose  views  was  not  its  improve- 
ment, but  its  destruction:  a  vain,  con- 
temptible, degraded  crew,  who  magnified 
tbehiselves  into  the  nation,  and  diminished 
the  nation  into  a  faction ;  who  declared 
their  own  infallibility,  and  depreciated 
the  judgment  of  all  others;  a  body  who 
were  too  weak  to  be  respected — too  despi- 
cable to  be  feared.  But  even  this  wretched 
body,  though  thev  demanded  reform,  de* 
clarad  that  the  remm  proposed,  would  not 
prove  sufficient.  No,  they  would  have  the 
House  of  ConuBoos  omnipotent;  they 
would  have  it  every  thing;  all  other  esta- 
blishments nothing ;  ihey  would  make  it, 
like  the  rod  of  the  prophet,  awallQW  up  all 
around  it. 

An  hon.  gentleman  who  had  spoken 
^arly  in  the  debate,  (Mr.  D.  Gidd^)  bad 
ably  and  satisfactorily  shewn  the  incom« 
patjbllity  of  any  coordinate  powers  in 
the  other  branches  of  the  legislature, 
with  the  exigence  of  a  House  of  Con* 
nans,  aueh^  as  the  wildness  of  the  de* 
oiocratie  theory  supposes^an  assembly* 
which  shookl  be  in  itself  the  full,  com- 
plete, immediate,  and  adequate  represeata« 
tion  and  conoenlrationof  the  will,tiie  wishes 
and  the  intevealaof  the  whole  natien*  This 
is  sol  the  cmture,  it  is  not  the  just  theory 
of  a  British  House  of  Gonlasons :  nor  is 
the  aefoment  of  the  hon.  genL  (Mr.  D. 


Giddy)  that  such  a  House  of  Commons,  if 
it  existed,  would  draw  to  itself  all  that 
power  of  the  state,  the  exaggeration  of  an 
enemy  of  reform.    Friends  of  reform  in 
former  iostanccii  have  delivered  the  same 
opinion.    And  one  of  the  ablest  men  thai 
ever  professed  (he  creed  of  parliamentary 
reform — ^a  man  who  professed  it  honestly 
and  without  participating  in  the  viewi 
and  principles  of  the  reformeta  of  the  pre« 
sent  day— a  man  too  honest  and  too  en*'' 
lightened,  not  to  have  changed  in  soma 
degree  the  opinions  of  his  youth,  lafter  the 
experience  of  the  last  15  years,  (he  meant 
sir  James  M'Intosh,  of  whom  tie  spoke 
with  the  sincelrest  sentiments  of  esteem 
and  friendship).     Sir  James  M'Intosh,  in 
his  most  eloquent  publication  in  defence 
of  the  early  parts  of  the  F^nch  Revolu** 
tion,  in  discussing  the  question  of  parlia^ 
mentary  reform,  had  stated  distinctly  his 
opinion,  that  such  would  be  the  power 
and  preponderance  of  a  reformed  Houso 
of  Commons,  that  the  powers  of  the  Lords 
and  of  the  Crown  vrooM  be  but  ''  as  dust 
'<  in  the  balance  against  it''    That  sir  J» 
M'Intosh  now  •  or  ever  seriously  wished 
foreuch  a  reform,  he  ^Mr.  Canning)  did 
not  believe.    In  him  this  declamation  wa$ 
nothing  else  but  the  ebullition  of  a  young 
and  ardent  mind,  enamoured  of  the  fair 
form  of  ideal  liberty,  and  of  the  theories^ 
the  fallaciousness  of  which,  and  the  danger 
of  which  he  had  not  then  had  occasion  to 
appreciate.     But  what  he  declaimed  in 
the  sport  and  exuberance  of  a  classical 
imagination  there  are  those,  who  wouM 
now  reduce  to  sober  and  foital  practice ; 
for  he  had  no  doubt  tliat  such  was  the 
general  opinion  and  calculation  of  those 
who  now  so  clamourously  called  for  re- 
form out  of  doors.    Thcmore  be  would 
resist  them,  because  he  saw  no  good  that 
could   result  from   conceding  to  tham» 
while  there  was  too  much  reaaon  to  ap« 
prebend   gf^af*  evil.      To  explain    tha 
grounds  of  that  apprehensioOk  to  shew  the 
eflects  of  anv  attempt  at  the  practical  ap* 
plication  of  theoretic  notions  of  democratic 
reform,  he  need  only  refer  to  the  cases» 
already  quoted  ia  auppbrt  of  the  other  side 
of  the  argument^of  Ainerica  and  France*^ 
to  illustrate    the  circumstances  of  the 
former  his  hon.  friend  (Mr.  S.  Bourne)  had 
already  quoted  the  authority  of  a  writer* 
whok  on  his  arrival  from  that   counnry 
about  ten  years  ago,  vras  industrious  m 
proclaiming  the  ban^ul  effects  of  a  demo* 
cracy,  aMmugb  of  late  years^  still  moiu 
industrious  in  ai^poning  those  who  lookad 
for  what  this  jgnWi  called  inform. 
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For  his  own  part,  he  woutd  fre>;1y  own 
that  indulging,  at  he  did,  every  desire  for 
itit  dignity  of  that  House,  and  cherishing 
every  rational  hope  for  the  prosperity  of 
the  people,  he  couli  never  consent  so  to 
raise  them  above  their  natural  level  as 
that  every  other  constituted  estHblishment 
of  the  state  should  be  "  but  as  dust  in  the 
••  balance."  No ;  he  would  never  conci- 
liate the  reformers  at  such  a  price ;  and, 
at  any  expence  short  of  that,  he  did  not 
think  they  were  to  be  conciliated* 

The  case  of  France,  he  would  contend, 
afibrded  an  equally  strong  ground  of  ob- 
jection to  the  description  of  reform  sought 
by  deigning  persons  out  of  doors,  as  that 
of  America.  For  what,  he  would  ask,  had 
be^  the  case  actually  in  France  ?  The 
reformed  legislative  assembly  absolutely 
pet  out  with  the  principles  of  revolution  ; 
but  even  if  they  had  not  done  so ;  if  their 
ideas  had  been  purely  patriotic,  they 
were,  in  the  wild  frenzy  of  fantastic  re* 
formation>^  so  strangely  constituted,  that  it 
inras  impossible  they  could  move  in  a  na* 
tural  orbit ;  it  was  impossible  they  should 
not  ran  into  an  irregular  and  eccentric 
course,  whirling  every  surrounding  object 
into  their  dangerous  deviation.  Would 
the  House  follow  that  rash  and  awful  ex- 
ample }  Would  they  go  wavering  and 
perplexed  to  a  Committee,  without  any 
adequate  means  to  attain  their  object,  or 
even  without  any  adequate  object  to  at- 
tain—-without  one  fixed  idea,  except  the 
wise  notion  that  whatever  is,  is  wrong,  and 
the  sober  expectation  that,  by  some  lucky 
expedient,  the  right  may  be  hit  upon! 
There  was,  howeveiv  one  principle  to 
which'  those  reformers  pretended,  and 
which  of  late,  they  appeared  unusually 
eager  to  profess— a  veneration  for  the 
throne  itself,  and  an  high  respect  for  the 
individual  by  whom  it  was  filled.  But, 
vnfbrtunately,  that  House  wel^  knew  such 
languaffe  had  not  even  the  merit  of  origin- 
ality. By  such  preteaces  it  was,  the  un- 
happjr  Louis  had  been  deceived.  By  such 
men  it  was  he  had  been  deluded  into  the 
notion  that  he  had  an  interest  separate 
from  his  people,  and  a  place  in  the  nearts 
of  those  who  flattered  that  they  might  be- 
tray hiuk  He  hoped  sincerely  there  was 
not  a  man  in  that  House,  who  was  not 
eaverto  ward  off  the' melancholy  omen. 
Wny  (said  Mr.  Canning)  why  should  we 
embark  ^  upon  this  dangerous  voyage  ? 
Why  should  we  trust  ourselves  to  this  un- 
known oeean?  We  have  heard  that  the 
ancient  empire  of  the  earth  b^vo  been 


uprooted ;  that  the  most  solid  monarcbte« 
have  been  crushed  ;  that  oligarchies  the 
best  established  have  been  destroyed,  and 
that  England  alone  stands  erect  among 
the  ruins !  And  why  have  we  so  stood  ? 
because,  say  the  reformers,  we  have  be^n 
radically  corrupt.  Sir,  I  will  not  bow  to 
the  whimsical  deduction;  I  will  rather 
deduce  from  some  wise  distinction  the 
source  of  our  prosperity.  Like  the  na- 
tions which  have  fallen,  we  have  a  mo- 
narchy. Like  the  nations  which  h|ive 
fallen,  we  have  an  aristocracy ;  but  un- 
like every  one  Of  those  nations,  we  pos- 
sess— an  House  of  Commons !  This  is  our 
proud  distinction  ;  this  is  the  sole  palla- 
dium of  our  salvation;  and  this  we  are 
now  called  dpon  to  regenerate,  by  the  mad 
cry  of  unmeaning  reformation ! 

But,  (say  the  discontented)  the  House\ 
of  Commons,  constituted  as  it  now  is,  has  , 
hurried  the  nation  into  extravagant  ex-  | 
penditure,  and  unnecessary  wars.  It  is 
not  the  ikct.  There  has  not  been  a  war 
during  a  century,  which  wat  not  in  its 
commencement  strictly  popular.  The 
people  it  was  who  goaded  the  government  | 
and  the  House  to  hostility— the  people  it ' 
was  who  forced  and  goaded  even  the  pa-  j 
cific  sir  Robert  Walpole  into  the  declara- 
tion of  war.  The  people  it  was  who  at 
first  urged  the  American  war,  and  at  last 
decried  it  when  it  became  unfortunate; 
the  people  it  was  who  encouraged  the  war 
with  France,  which  saved  this  country 
from  all  the  aiiseries  entailed  on  that. 
What' a  pity  then  it  was,  that  the  House 
and  the  country  at  large  did  not  become 
converts  to  the  opinions  of  the  hon.  gent, 
and  the  few  by  whom  he  was  supported  in 
opposition  to  that  war  !  What  a  pily  they 
were  not  dipped  in  the  well  of  his  politi- 
cal sagacity,  that  they  might  meet,  re- 
baptised,  all  the  inevitable  mij^chievoua 
consequences  which  must  have  followed. 
After  having  thus  cone  through  the  history 
of  ages,  the  friends  of  reform  scrutinized 
the  present  times,  and  passed  th^ir  un* 
qualified  censure  On  every  vote  of  that 
House,  and  on  every  member  with  whom 
they  were  dissatisfied.  All  with  whom 
they  were  not  pleased,  had,  it  seemed,* 
some  sinister  motive.  Now,  even  allow- 
ing this  to  be  the  caie;  even  allowing 
Chat  some  extra  considerations  did  enter 
into  the  minds  of  each  unpopolar  repre- 
.^ntative,  how  vrould  the  reformers  remedy 
it?  Would  they  banish  bnman  nature 
from  their  reformed  House  of  Commons  f 
No«  but  they  woold  banish  tha  boro^ba* 
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Vwf,  if  tfMV  woqM  only  take  Hhe  troahle 
t»  esAmme  bofoiigh  memben*  tolet,  tbey 
fNHild  finA  that  juflt  at  many  voted  on  the 
popolar  as  on  tha  nnpopniar  side  of  the 
question,  so  tbey  woald  netther'lose  nor 
gain  by  ibeir  reform.  Tbey  migbt  in 
tbis  way  alternately  sobtract  from  each 
aide>  till  they  bad  eradicated  all.  Deci- 
mation would  be  m'ercy  compared  to  tbis 
jAui  of  reform ;  and,  indeed,  whether  one 
considered  its  motive  or  its  consequences, 
ita  jnsliee  woold  appear  exactly  to  corres- 
pond with  its  policy. 

The  accnsations  of  the  reformers  against 
that  HoQse  were  exactly  those  which 
conld  be  made  justly  against  theraself  es, 
lor  there  never  yet  was  a  state  demo- 
cratic and  powerful,  which  bad  not  a  ten- 
dency to  war.  The  compliances  which 
tbey  sought  from  the  House  it  was  im- 
ponible  tbey  ever  could  obtain.  The 
Honse  of  Commons  owed  to  the  people, 
a  manly  bat  not  a  servile  obedience ;  tbey 
should  be  respectful,  but  not  enslaved  ; 
they  shoold  not  watch  the  eye«  nor  bend 
to  the  nod,  nor  crouch  to  the  unspoken 
will  of  the  multitude,  but  proceed  in  the 
plain  path  of  undeviating  independence; 
tbey  should  act  to  the  people  as  repre- 
sentatives, josi  as  they  should  act  towards 
Ibeir  Creator  as  men.  virtuously  but  Areely . 
loonding  their  hopes  ofrefribotion  on  therr 
consciousness  of  honesty.  He  was  as 
ready  as  the  hon.  gent,  to  lament,  that 
mere  liberal  and  solid  provisions  bad  not 
been  made  for  securing  the  liberty  of  the 
subject,  at  the  period  of  the  restoration ; 
but  this  made  directly  against  the  right 
ben.  gent's  own  arguments,  for  Charles 
the  second  was  restored  chieffy  by  the 
spirit  and  strong  impulse  of  the  people. 
Let  it  be  recollected  too  that  it  was  the 
extent  of  the  popular  inBuence.  which  at 
the  r^toration  ptevemed  the  arrangement 
ff  those  provisions  for  the  security  of  po- 
j  pnlar  freedom^  which  an  hon.  gent.,  re- 
I  peating  an  observation  in  the  celebrated 
tract  of  btadeceafted  friend  (Mr.  Fox,)  had 
expressed  bis  regret  did  not  take  place. 
A  just  sympathy  with  the  people,  and  a 
reasonable  attention  to  their  desires,  was 
no  doubt,  the  duty  and  must  ever  be  the  in- 
/  elination  of  that  House.  The  people,  un- 
questionably, could  reason  fairly  when 
they  had  time ;  but  as,  notoriously,  their 
first  impulse  was  feeling,  he  did  not  think 
It  would  be  politic,  or  for  the  interest  of 
the  country,  to  have  that  House  quite 
subject  to  popular  controul. 
Every  cUm  of  the  people  be  must  con- 
vui-xvu.      '  " 


tend  was  fully  repreaentod  in  that  Houso/y 
and  its  general  conduct  since  the  revolo*  / 
tion,  excepting  the  septennial  act  of  the  i 
whigs,  tended  to  ameliorate  the  country.  / 
Therefore  he  saw  no  necessity  for  the  pro* 
posed  reform.  As  to  the  argument  of 
that  necessity  which  had  been  drawn  from 
particular  votes,  be  asked  what  assurance 
could  be  ofiered  that  similar  votes  woold 
not  take  place  even  after  the  desired  re-  * 
form  ?  He  believed  that,  while  human  na^ 
ture  was  unchanged,  no  change  in  the 
constitution  of  that  House  could  guard 
against  some  improper  decisions ;  and  be 
could  not  discern,  'mid  all  the  perils  of 
surrounding  nations,  a  nobler  secority  to 
English  independancethan  the  ealablisbe4 
House  of  Commons.  Should  he  then  un« 
gratefully  now  forget  those  benefits? 
Should  he  impoliticly  fling  aside  all  hopo 
of  future  advantage,  and  trust  to  the  con« 
flicting  wisdoms  of  a  reforming  committee 
to  strike  out  some  new ,  and  speculativn 
system  }  He  saw  no  necessity  for  the  ex« 
periment ;  the  House  of  Commons  was  alt 
that  the  honestly  patriotic  could  desire  it.. 
What  question  but  here  met  a  discussion  ? 
What  grievance  but  here  met  its  remedy  ? 
What  man  in  the  land  so  poor  but  here 
had  his  advocate  ?  The  experiment  of  re^ 
form  had  been  tried  in  France  and  failed. 
They  had  it  before  their  eyes.  No  honesC 
visionary  in  this  country  should  now  be 
so  blinded  as  to  seek  here,  in  the  hope  of 
benefit,  what  the  corrupt  men  there  sought 
to  cover  their  ambition.  If  they  did, 
some  more  conning  and  ambrtous  visionary 
woold  take  advantage  of  the  tomuk  to 
place  hin\self  on  the  throne.  The v  would 
soon  see  popular  commotion  end  in  mi- 
litary despotism,  and  find  philosophical 
I  disquisitions  superseded  by  practical  op- 
pression. "  I  cannot  consent  (said  IMlr. 
Canning)  to  hazard  this.  If  I  am  obliged 
to  choose  between  the  capricious  chances 
of  an  undefined  committee  and  the  an* 
cient  edifice  which  has  so  long  upheld  our 
rights,  shielded  our  dignity,  and  secured 
our  interests,  I  shall  not  hesitate^*  SteC 
fbrtuna  domus.' — Let  the  venerable  fra- 
brie,  which  has  sheltered  us  for  so  many 
ages,  and  stood  unshaken  through  so  many 
storms,  still  remain  unimpaired  and 
holy  ;  sacred  from  the  rash  frensy  of 
that  igitorant  innovator  who  would  tear 
it  down,  careless  and  Incapable  of  any 
substitution." 

Mr.  Tierruy,  without  any  wish  whatever 
to  make  the  House  and  the  law  "  as  dust 
in  the  balance,''  was  nevertheless  a  decided 
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iMiToqate  for  reform.  Early  in  life,  and  i  represenUtives  of  the  people,  the  right 
now  still  later  in  life,  be  was  of  opinioiy  hon.  gent  must  have  fallen  in  comeqaenc^e 
that  some  cb^iige  in  the  representation  o^  of  the  Walcheren  expedition.  Bqt  of  that 
the  people  in  that  House  must  take  place.  >BXpedition  the  right  hon.  gent*  would  have 


This  he  believed  to  be  the  opinion  and  the 
wish  of  all  the  thinking  part'  of  the  com- 
munity.   He  could  assure  the  House,  that 
he  di(f  not  express  this  opinion  from  any 
look-out  for  popularity.     No,  popularity 
had  of  late  fallen  into  such,  hands,  that  it 
was  really  no  object  of  ambition  to  his 
mind.    It  would,  indeed,  be  vain  for  those 
who  thought  with  him  to  start  for  popu* 
laritr,  in  competition  with  the  persons  he 
alluded  to.    For  he  was  persuaded,  that 
those  persons  would  always  be  sure  to  run 
before  them.    He  had,  indeed,  no  doubt 
that  if  he  and  his  friends  were  to  decide 
that  ail'  householders  ought. to  have  the 
right  of  voting,  the  persons  referred  to 
would  demand  universal  suffrage,  and  that 
if  all  men  were  permitted  to  vote,  these 
persons  would  call  for  the  admission  of  the 
women  ;   nay,  more,  that  if  the  women 
were  admitted,  they  would  insist  upon  the 
addition  of  the   children   [a  laugh,  and 
hear!   hear!].    These  persons  therefore, 
he  could  not  expect  to  satisfy,  but  it  was 
bis  wish  to  give  satisfaction  to  the  sober 
thinking  part  of  the  public,  whose  praise, 
although  not  80  npisy,.  he  must  be  natu- 
rally ambitious  to  deserve.    Among  8uch 
people  he  found  the  call  for  reform  uni- 
versal.    Indeed,  it  was  impossible  to  mix 
in  any  society  without  hearing  that  call 
rfipeated«*-without  hearing  the  evils  arising 
out  of  the  existing  system  of  our  repre- 
-aentation  dilated   upon—without  in  fact 
hearing  the  House  of  Commons  spoken  of 
with  marked  contempt.    [Some  murmurs] 
Gentlemen  might  murmur  ^  but  he  stated 
his  decided  opinion  of  what  be  knew. 
Ho  would,  indeed,  call  upon  any  member 
of  the  House,  whatever  walk  of  society  he 
entered,  to  state  what  he  heard  upon  this 
aobject.    He  did  not  say  tliat  that  House 
deserved  contempt,  although  many  argu- 
ments might  be  drawn  from  its  conduct 
particularly  with  regard  to  the  Convention 
^>_pf  Cintra^and  the  Walcheren  expedition, 
/  which  appeared  to  accouni  for  the  se'nti- 
^  mwt  of  the  public.    But  the  very  circuru- 
'  lataoce  of  the  riaht  honourable  gentleman 
opposite  beinc  toe  minister  of  the  country, 
imd  supported  by  tliat  House,  was  enough 
to  deprive  it  of  the  public  confidence. 
That  support  such  a  minister  could  not 
^ave  if  the  House  were  properly  consti- 
tuted.    In  tact,  if  it  were  not  for  the 
fkotcb  member?,  who  could  not  be  called 


heard  more,  notwithstanding  his  first  vic- 
tory, if  it  were  not  for  the  case  of  8ir  F. 
Burdett,  which  occurred  so  opportunely 
for  the  right  hon.  gent.  Yes,  .the  right 
hon.  gent,  availed  himself  with  promptU 
tude  and  alacrity  of  that  lucky  event. 
Lucky  it  was  to  him  indeed<^for  he  firmly 
believed  that  the  right  hon.  gent,  owed  the 
tenure  of  his  situation  to  Sir  Francis  Bur- 
dett [hear!  hear!]  Gentlemen  on  the 
Treasury  Bench  might  cheer ;  but  he.  was 
convinced  that  according  to  their  owa 
feelings  Sir  Francis  Burdett  was  their  best 
benefactor.— In  the  plan  proposed  by  his 
hon.  friend,  he  maintained  that  there  waa 
nothing  new — nothing  which  had  not 
been  recommended,  by  many  of  the 
greatest  men  the  history  of  this  country 
could  boast — among  whom  were  the  great 
Chsctham  and  his  illustrious  son.  His  hon. 
friend  proposed  that  system  alone  which 
accorded  with  the  principle  and  practice 
of  the  constitution,  and  w.hich  had  simply 
in  view  to  render  thatiiousewhat  it  ought 
to  be — a  constitutional  check  upon  the 
power  of  the  crown,  and  a  sparing  dis* 
penser  of  the  money  of  the  people.  He 
would,  therefore,  support  the  motion ;  and 
he  begged  the  House  to  consider  the  con- 
sequence of refusng  ev^n  to  enquire  into 
the  cause  of  all  that,  evil  which  the  people 
so  loudly  and  so  universally  deprecated. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  was  surprized  that  there 
could  be  a  doubt  entertamed  of  the  undue 
influence  in  the  House.  It  was  proved  that 
the  peers  had  the  power  of  returning  se- 
venty members,  and  yet  the  House  would 
pretend  to  be  indignant  if  a  peer  attempt- 
ed to  influence  a  vote  of  a  member  or  a 
proceeding  of  the  House.  This  was  ab- 
surd and  disgraceful.  Why  did  they  not 
at  once  expunge  every  resolution  denying 
the  right  of  the  peers,  to  interfere,  and  if 
they  must  be  mean,  let  them  beat  leastcon- 
sistent?  The  quotation  from  Mr.  Mackin- 
tosh, by  aright  hon.  member,(Mr.Canning,) 
was  completely  misrepresented.  .  That 
writer,  in  the  passage  alluded  to,  spoke  of 
a  tyrannical  monarch  and  a  slavish  House 
of  Peers,  and  concluded  by  saying,  that 
a  House  of  Commons  justly  chosen  by  the 
people,  would  easily  master  all  tyranny 
m  the  people's  cause. 

Mr.  PoMonhf  declared  his  conviction 
that  the  abstaining  of  the  House,  during 
the  last  sessioni  from  punishing  the  undue 
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y  ^  inflaence  exerted  in  elections  fay  some  of 
its  memben,  was  the  stiroolant  that  had  so 
powerfully  excited  the  popukgr  discontent 
on  the  subject  of  representation.    Advert* 

/  Ing  to  the  proposition  of  his  honourable 
frieiid  to  strike  oiF  the  burgage  tenures, 

f  lie  observed,  that  be  did  not  consider  them 
so  obnoxious  as  the  small  corporations,  in 

/     which  there  existed   more  venality  and' 

)  less  choice.  Supposing,  however^  that 
Ihey  were  eoually  bad.  did  it  follow  that 
the  constitution  would  be  subverted  by 
their  correction  F  These  small  corpora- 
lions  orijg^nated  in  the  crown.  'll>e  power 
of  creating  them  had  long  lain  dormant, 
but  it  might  be  re^xercined  the  next  day. 
I'he  crown  could  create,  but  it  could  not 
destroy.  He  did  not  see  any  thing  in  the 
proposition  of  hist  hoo.  friend  which  in- 
volved the  fundamental  principles  of  the 
constitution ;  there  was  nothing  novel,  no- 
thing dangerous,  nofthing  that  could  make 
the  House  of  Commons  so  democraticml  as 
to  overturn  the  other  states.  The  only 
solid  objection  that  he  could  imagine  to 
his  bon.  friend's  proposal  wu,  that  if  the 
House  once  began  to  act  in  thst  way,  it 
would  be  difficult  to  say  where  they  would 
or  should  stop.  He  admitted  that  this  was 
a  consideration  of  great  moment,  and  in- 
volving in  it  a  danger  from  which  this 
croontry  had  hitherto  been  exempt.  Great 
Britain  was  the  only  free  country  in  which 
the  frame  of  the  constitution  had  not  been 
the  object  of  political  contest.  In  other 
free  states  these  contests  had  been  fre- 
qaent.  Hence  in  Rome  the  content  be- 
tween the  Plebeians,  the  Patricians,  the 
Equestrian  order,  and  the  Tribunitiary 
power,  by  which  at  length  the  liberties  of 
Rome  were  destroyed ;  the  prevalence  of 
the  Tribunitiary  power,  and  the  letting  in 
of  the  Albanian  cities,  making  a  wav  for  the 
subsequent  destruction  of  Roman  freedom. 
Bat  in  this  country  there  did  not  appear 
to  hira  to  be  any  such  danger ;  for  the 
crown  had  immense  power,  the  House  of 
Lofds  had  great  power,  and  therefore  there 
was  no  apprehension  that  tlie  democratic 
power,  by  a  reform  of  the  House  of  Com- 
nHNM,  would  become  too  preponderant. 
But,  be  would  ask  the  House,  did  they 
mn  DO  risk  by  refiisinsr  all  reform  ?  What 
was  the  opinion  of  toe  sensible  and  re- 
flecting part  of  the  community  on  this 
sobject?  He  had  taken  very  great  pains 
to  ascertain  it,  and  he  was  ful(y  persuaded 
that  they  were  far  from  being  satisfied  with 
Ibe  present  state  of  the  representation. 
filMMud  the  inqniry  bt  catered  into,  and 
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should  it  appear  that  the  danger  to  be  ap« 
prebcnded  from  any  change  was  greater 
than  the  benefit  to  be  expected,  the  peo« 
pie  ^ould  be  satisfied.     For  his  part  he 
could  not  see  the  danger.     His  hon.  friend 
souffht  not  to  subvert,  but  to  restore — not 
to  improve  by  alteration,  but  to  bring 
back   the  constitution  of  the    House  of   ^ 
Commons  to  its  original  principles.     He 
was  willing  that  the  H^use  on  this  mo- 
mentous question,  should  act  as  a  skilful 
navigator  vrould  a(  t  in  an  intricate  'bavi* 
gation,  who  would  not  moVe  without  the 
lead  and  line  in  his  hand.    As  V%  the  de- 
tails of  any  kind,  he  would   not  pledge 
himself  to  tqem  ;  and  for  that  very-  reason 
he  would  vote  for  the  appointpent  of  a 
committee.     With  the  most  perfect  con«^ 
viction  on  his  mind  that  there  never  ex-    , 
isted  so  good  a  constitution  as  the  British,    | 
he  was  of  course  desirous  to  preserve  all    i 
that  was  estimable,  and  to  abolish  only  / 
that  which  was  confessedly  bad ;  and  above  \ 
all  he  'Was  anxious  not  to  be  supposed  to  i 
countenance  that  which  it  was  the  fashion 
to  call  a  radical  reform.' 

Mr.  C  W.  Wpm  opposed  the  motion, 
on  the  ground  that  a  reference  of  the  sub* 
ject  to  a  committee  would  unse^le  the 
mind  of  every  man  in  the  country.  When  . 
once  the  work  of  alteration  was  com- 
menced,  it  would  be  impossible  to  say  how 
far  it  might  go.  He  could  by  no  means  " 
accede  to  the  appointment  of  such  a  com- 
mittee, without  pledging  himself  to  some 
specific  plan,  and  this  he  felt  to  be  im- 
possible. 

.  Lord  Porckester  said;  that  he  had  listened 
attentively  to  all  the  reasons  that  had  been 
urged  on  both  sides.  In  his  opinion  there 
was  but  one  motive  that  shoola  induce  the 
House  to  accede  to  the  motion  ;  namely, 
the  pursuasion  that  such  was  the  stale  of 
their  organization  that  a  repetition  of  the 
advantages  which  the  country  had  hereto- 
fore derived  from  it  could  not  be  ra- 
tionally expected.  Now,  although  he 
admitted  that  there  were  many  faults  in 
the  constitution  of  the  House,  he  could  by 
no  means  go  to  that  )ength«  Among  all, 
who  had  spoken  during  the  debate  there 
were  not  two  who  agreed  in  their  ideas  of 
reform.  If  the  House  went  into  the  de-  . 
tail,  they  would  soon  find  that  they  had 
not  heard  a  tenth  par^  of  the  varieties  of 
opinion,  which  existed  on  the  subject. 
Union  the  House  therefore  wished  to 
throw  the  country  into  confusion,  they 
would  not  endanger  that  fabric  which  had 
been  the  pride  anil  safeguard  of  the  coua^ 
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try.  On  the  whole>  h^AhouU  give  bii 
decided  negative  to  the  motion,  convinced 
that  such  a  vague  propoeition  CQuld  not 
save  but  might  ruin  the  country ;  at  the 
tame  time  he  admitted,  tbikt  it  tliould  be 
considered  how  that  system  of  venality 
which  at  present  existed  could  be  best 
subdued. 

Mr.  Brand  in  reply  said,  he  had  not 
heard  any  arguments  to  prove  that  the 
House  was,  as  he  had  asserted  it  not  to 
be,  the  true  representatives  of  the  people. 
They  did  not  stand  as  every  man  ought  to 
stand,  an  independent  and  free  agent,  an* 
•werable  to  none  but  his  constituents.  He 
condemned  the  nomination  of  members  by 
peers  as  more  dangerous  ihan  the  taking 
of  premiums  for  seats.  Whatever  the  fate 
of  his  motion  might  be  on  this. occasion, 
he  would  leel  it  his  duty  to  bring  the  sub- 
ject forward  again  and  again,  l^ere  were 
iildeed  certain  fVtrts  of  the  plan  he  had 
detailed  to  the  House,  which  he  meant  to 
propose  in  distinct  bills  in  the  course  of 
tiijs  sessions,  if  not  too  late— but  if  s<|,  he 
pledged  himself  to  submit  these  distinct 
propositions  to^  the  House  early  in  the 
next  sessions,  and  be  had  no  doubt  that 
Iheir  adoption  would  serve  to  mise  that 
House  in  the  estimation  of  the  public. 
He  bad  thought  it  incumbent  on  him  to 
state  what  be  thought  would  invigorate 
and  revive  the  hopes  of  the  people.  An 
bon.  gent,  had  called  it  an  ill-contrived 
•ystem,  but  he  had  never  recommended 
nny  derogation  from  the  established  con- 
stitution. His  object  was  to  restore  the 
ancient  and  constitutional  rights  of  the 
people. — The  House  then  divided : 

T<\t  the  motion,  115;  Against  it,  234;, 
ftlajority,  119. 

List  qfthe  Mmoriij/, 


Abercrouiby,  hon.  J« 
Antonie,  W.  L. 
Bagenal,  W. 
Baillie,  R, 
Bariogi  A. 
Baring,  J. 
Biddulph,  R.  M. 
Brad$h«w,  boa.  N.  C. 
Bread,  ben.  T.^   , 
Bfottgham,  B^  /  ' 
Bttrrell^air  C.        *  - 
Byng,  G. 
Calcrafl,  J. 
Calvert,  N. 
Cncbrane,  lord 
Coke,  J.  W. 
Colborne,  R. 
Combe,  H.  C. 
Cfteveji  T. 


Cuthbert,  J.  R. 
Daly,  re.  boo.  O.  B. 
Dondas,  C. 
Euston,  earl  of 
FeUowes,  Loo.  N. 
Ferguson,  R.  C. 
Fitzgerald,  M. 
Fitzpatrick^  boo.  R. 
Fitiroy,  loid  W. 
Foley,  T. 
Forbes,  viscount 
GordoOy  W. 
Gower,  earl 
Grattan,  rt.  hoD.  H. 
Giles,  D. 
Halsey,  Joseph 
Uamilton,  lord  A. 
HsmiltoD,  sir  C. 
HibbertyO. 


HobbouscLB. 
UoroeV,  F. 
Howard,  H. 
Hume,  W.  H. 
Hurst,  R. 
Hutchinson,  C.  H. 
Jefcyll,  J. 
King,  sir  J.  D» 
KensingtoB,  |ord 
Kemp,  /. 
Lamb,  boo.  W. 
Lambton,  R. 
Langlbn,  G. 
Latouche,  J* . 
Latuache,  R. 
liCfewe,  v/*  ^)• 
LsaiOtt,sir  W. 
lioyd,  sir  £.^ 
Lockkart,  J.I. 
Long,  R. 
Longman^  G. 
LvtiTeton,  bon.  W.  H. 
Macdanald,  J. 
Manning,  W. 
Martin,  H. 
Mattbeir,  M. 
Maale,  hob.  W. 
Milbanke,  sir  R* 
MildfDay»  sir  H. 
Miluer,  sir  W. 
Moore,  P. 
Mostyn,  sir  T. 
Newport,  sir  J. 
North,  D. 
Osbom,  lord  F. 
Ord,W. 

Ossoliton,  viscoant 
Palmer,  C 
Pamcli,  U. 


Peirse,  H. 
Pelham,  boa.  C* 
Pigott,  sir  A. 
Ponsonby,  rt.  boo.  G«. 
Ponton  by,  hon.  G. 
Portnian,  £.  B. 
Prittie,  hon.  F.  A* 
PyDS,  F. 
Robwts,  A* 
RomilJy,  sir  3. 
St.  Aubyn,  sir  J. 
Savage,  F. 
Scudamore,  R.  P. 
Sebright,  sir  J. 
Sharp,  R. 

Slieridan,  rt.  hon.  B.BL 
8hi|>ley,  R. 
oiiilUi,  J. 
Smhb,  W. 
SomerviUt,  sir  Bi. 
Symoads,  T.  P. 
Talbot,  B.  W. 
Tarleton,  B. 
Taylor,  C.  W. 
Tempest,  sir  H.  V. 
Themton,  n. 
Tiemev,  right  hon.  Q. 
Towosliead,  lord  J. 
Tfacey,  C.  H. 
Turtoo,  sir  T. 
Tavutock,  marqab 
Vernon,  G.  6.  V. 
Wardle,  G.  L. 
Western,  C.  C. 
Wharton,  J, 
Wbitbread,  S. 
Waberfcree,  W. 
Winniflgtea,  sir  T. 


nOUSB   OF   COMMONS. 

7iififday,  May  22. 

[FoaEiGN  TiMBEB  AND  Shivpino.I  Mr» 
Rot€  moved  the  order  of  the  day  for  the 
HoQse  resdving  itself  into  a  committee, 
to  consider  of  the  propriety  of  increasing 
the  duties  on  the  importation  of  foreign 
timber,  &c.  He  then  stated  to  the  com* 
mittee  that  the  object  to  wbicb  he  had  to 
call  tbe  attention  of  the  coonnittee  was  of 
very  great  importance.  It  was  that  by 
adopting  the  policy  of  laying  a  heavy  ad« 
ditional  duty  on  the  timber  imported  from 
the  North  of  Europe  they  might  encoursm 
the  importation  of  that  essential  article 
from  our  own  colonies  in  North  America. 
->The  price  of  timber  in  tbe  north  of 
Europe  had  within  these  few  years  risen  to 
an  enormous  extent ;  no  less  indeed  thmi 
SOO  per  cent.  Another  disadvantage  at» 
tondmgthis  trade  wis,  that,  in  the  present 
state  of  Europe,  Che  timber  was  brought 
to  us«  not  by  British  but  by  foreign  sbipe» 
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Itod  tlu9-t9Micli«  degres,  tlml  he  bfsli^cd 
there  wet  paid  last  year  between  2  and  J 
milliom  lo  forei|pera  alooe  lor  the  freight- 
age of  tiflifoer  imported,  to  the  amount 
of  358,000  tolls.  He  belieted  that  one 
half  of  the  timber  neceaiary  for  oor  cob- 
aomptton  might  be  procured  from  onr  own 
colonies  in  North  America,  which  with 
the  pines  of  Canada  wohld  nearly  Aipply 
the  whole,  and  eTen  if  it  fell  short  of  his  cx- 
pectationf,  the  coantry  would  be  compen- 
sated for  the  loss  by  other  advantages. 
The  svslem  now  in  use  encouraged  not 
only  the  building  of  foreign  ships,  but  the 
fermatien  Of  foreign  sailors,  and  by  the 
measure  ho  now  had  to  propose,  be 
trusted  a  change  would  be  wnraght,  by 
which,  instead  of  twice  that  namber  of  sea- 
med, trained  for  Denmark  and  Rossia,  to 
be  employed  against  us  by  oor  enemies, 
about  15,000  would  be  treated  for  our- 
eelres.  The  measure  would  besides  en- 
courage our  colonies.  It  would  enable 
them  to  clear  their  grounds  of  timber,  and 
induce  the  cuhtTation  of  flax,  hemp,  Ac. 
for  our  importation.  In  return,  the  co- 
lonies would  be  enabled  to  take  our  ma- 
aafoctnres,  instead  of  our  being  obliged  to 
aend  out  for  their  timber,  as  we  now  did, 
our  ships  in  ballast.  The  principle  of  his 
preposition  was  not  new,  it  was  as  old  as 
the  days  of  Queen  Anne.  He  adverted 
to  an  extraordinary  and  ilUjodged  assertion 
advanced  by  a  noble  lord  (Cochrane)  on 
a  former  ntflht,  that  there  was  not  timber 
enough  in  Plymouth  dock  yard  to  buiM 
one  half  of  «  seventy-four,  lie  regretted 
the  noble  lord  could  have  been  so  hasty,  and 
recommended  him  more  caution  in  msJiing 
such  unguarded  assertions  for  the  future. 
The  timber  now  in  Plymouthdock  yard  was 
out  of  all  proportion  greater  than  thuspe- 
cified  by  the  noble  lord.  Upon  all  these 
consideiutions,  he  trusted  the  Committee 
wodd  concur  with  him  in  the  Resolution, 
''  To  hiy  an  additional  doty  on  oak  wain- 
soot,  &c.  imported  under  any  shape  from 
the  north  of  Europe,  and  all  timber  not 
imported  by  the  East  India  Company,  or 
directly  from  our  own  colonies  in  North 
America/' 

Sir  fF«  Lmm  said  a  fewwordsin  fovonr 
of  the  Resolotioo. 

Mr.  Homer  roeO  to  ceil  the  earnest  at- 
tention of  the  House,  not  io  much  to 
the  present  resolution,  as  to  the  alarming 
inorease  of  foreign  shipping  in  our  trade 
thus  iaddentally  brought  under  their  eye 
on  this  occasion.  The  right  hon.  gent. 
had  atated,  that,  taat  year,  far  the  fr^^j^ 


age  of  timber  alone,  to  the  extent  of 
SSOfiOO  tons,  this  coantry  had  paid  to  fo» 
raigners  the  sum  of  from  2  to  5,000,00011 
and,  on  a  former  evening  an  hon.  g«0t. 
well  acquainted  with  trade,  on  the  subjed 
of  the  marine  insurance,  had  informed 
them,  that  not  less  than  IO,0(X),OOOI.  waa 
paid,  the  same  year,  for  the  whole  foreign 
freightage.  This  he  considered  as  an 
alarming  increase  of  foreign  shipping,  en* 
tirely  subversive  of  oor  maritime  system. 
He  again  then  entreated  the  House  to  take 
into  their  serious  consideration  this  new 
and  growing  evil,  which,  in  his  opinion, 
arose  altogether  out  of  the  mercantile 
system,  so  much  the  favourite  ef  the  righa 
hon.  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 
Of  this  system,  so  persevered  in,  Buona- 
pan^  might  be  taking  the  advanuge,  and, 
like  Cromwell,  who,  by  diverting  the  trade 
from  the  Dutch,  became  the  carrier  and 
first  maritime  power  of  Europe,  he  might 
be  deluding  our  government,  by  pretend- 
ing a  total  disregard  to  commerce,  whiles 
in  frict,  even  in  the  midst  of  war,  by  our  own 
connivance  he  was  creatine  seamen  to  man 
his  fleets  asamst  us.  For  he  could,  at  any 
time,  transfer  to  his  service  the  men  thoa 
eauployed  in  a  neutral  trade,  of  powers 
immediately  under  bis  controul.  If  he 
exercised  his  genius,  as  he  was  well  able  lb 
do  in  this  way,  he  would  be  playing  adeep 
game,  and  deluding  us  by  takmg  ad- 
vantage of  our  own  iit«jodgea  policy. 

Mr.  Host  in  reply,  stated,  that  so  far 
from  encouraging  foreign  shipping,  the 
Beard  of  Trade  never,  in  one  instance, 
swei*ved  from  this  principle;  never  to 
permit  a  foreign  ship  to  go  where  a  British 
ship  could  be  employed <  The  hon.  gent. 
talke<l  of  their  being  deluded  ;  but  how 
wasthb?  It  was  by  the  strong  hand. ef 
Baonapart^  which  procured  t^  exclu** 
aion  of  British  shippuig  from  the  posts  of 
the  north  of  £urope.«--rhe  question  then 
was,  whether,  by  accepting  of  neutral  car* 
riege,  where  no  other  could  be  used,  they 
were  to  carry  oo  an  important  trade  f  or, 
by  rejecting  this  means,  were  to  shut  the 
door  on  their  exports,  and  starve  their  ma« 
nufiicturers  ?  It  was  a  consolation  to  know, 
that,  under  aH  the  disadvantages  imposed 
by  the  enemy,  our  own  shippinff  had  in- 
creased in  value.  As  a  proof  or  this,  he 
instanced  a  vessel,  bought  three  years  ago 
for  2,7001.  now  selling  at  6,000/. 

Mr.  D.  Gid^  considered  it  as  a  mitter 
of  general  policy  to  encourage  trade  with 
our  own  colonies.  The  arganent  of  B«e« 
naparti's  treading  in  the  steps  of  Cronnvtll. 
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was  au  additional  reason  for  approving  of 
the  proposed  meesore.  He  had  heard, 
hoMrever,  that  the  timber  from  North  Ame- 
jnc^  was  not  adequate  for  our  national 
purposes,  and  also  that  the  quantity  could 
not  be  so  great  as  the  right  hdn.  gent,  ex- 
pectedy  or  the  uses  of  the  country  required. 
The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  rose  to 
endeavour  to  dissipate  the  gloomy  appre- 
hensions expressed  by  the  hon.  gent,  oppo- 
site, and  those  which  his  speech  might  have 
excited  as  to  the  .conhnercial  state  of  the 
country.  There  were  doubtless,  a  great 
many  foreign  ships  employed  in  our  trade 
to  the  various  ports  of  the  north  of  Europe, 
as  it  was  impossible  to  carry  on  trade  with 
those  places  in  English  ships.  His  right 
hon.  ftiend  therefore  was  desirous  of  ob- 
laimiijg  a  supply  'of  timber  from  our  own 
colonies,  that  roreisn  ships  might  not  be 
so  mnch  encouraged.  The  hon.  gent,  op- 
posite must  therefore  think  the  plan  he 
proposed  most  wise,  as  it  went  to  counter- 
act that  evil  of  which  he  had  complained. 
If  foreign  ships  had  been  much  employed 
trading  to  the  north  of  Europe,  British 
vessels  had  been  employed  instead  of 
others  in  the  trade  to  South  America  and 
to  the  Spanish  and  Portuguese  colonies, 
io  that  if  there  were  an  Increase  of  foreign 
tonnage  in  one  quarter,  there  was  an  in- 
crease of  British  tonnage  in  another.  In 
1 807  the  tonnage  of  British  vessels  coid* 
iug  inward  amounted  to  8,590  tons;  in 
1600  4he  amount  was  10,173,  having  in- 
creased 1,583  tons.  The  tonnage  of  fo- 
reign ships  emplayed  ih  1 807  amounted 
to  3,702.  In  180D  its  amount  was  4>082, 
hayinff  increased  since  1807  by  980. 
Thus  It  appeared  that  there  was  an  in- 
crease of  the  tonnage  of  foreign  vessels 
employed  in  our  trade  of  980  tons,  while 
tiie  increase  of.  British  tonnage  amount^ 
to  1,583  tons.  From  this  it  must  appear 
that  all  the  advantage  was  not  on  the.  side 
of  foreign  vessels,  but  that  the  increase  of 
*iheir  ^onnage  arose  from  the  general  in- 
4re$se  of  trade.  The  tonnage  of  the  Eng- 
lish vessels  cleared  out  in  1807*  was  8,924 
IMS,  in  1809  it  was  9,935,  that  of  foreign 
▼esaels  cleared  out  in  the  former  year  was 
^fiSO,  in  the  latter  4,370.  Hence  it  would 
be  obvious  that  thtf  increase  of  the  ton- 
nage of  foreign  vessels  was  740  tons,  while 
.that  of  the  English  vessels  cleared  out 
amounted  to  101 1,  so  that  the  increase  of 
the  trade  carried  en  in  English  vessels  was 
gneater  in  proportion  than  the  increase  of 
Uiat  carried  oa  by  means  of  foreign  ship- 
piog. 


Mr.  TVemeqfne  was  apprehensive  thai  the 
American  timber  was  not  fit  for  all  the 
purposes  to  which  this  country  would  wrsh 
to  apply  her  importations  of  that  article, 
and  we  would  therefore  be  at  a  loss  for 
our  necessary  supplies,  were  a  heavy  doty, 
amounting  to  a  prohibition,  to  be  laid  on 
that  procured  from  the  north  of  Europe. 

Mr.  Baring  objected  to  the  system  of 
trade  favottr«l  by  ministers,  as  tending  to 
prefer  the  northern  neutrals,  which  were, 
m  reality,  our  enemies,  to  the  American 
shipping,  in  the  trade  to  Norway  and  the 
Baltic.    That  trade  might  much  better  be 
carried  on  under  the  American  flag;    but 
for  this  really  neutral  power  had   been 
substituted  pretended  neutrals,  who  might 
be  instantly  convert^  into  enemies,  and 
we  were  conseouently  by  this  course  en- 
riching a  part  of  the  world  it  was  least  our 
interest  to  enrich.'    This  was  the  great 
error  of  the  present  system-^the  encou- 
ragement of  the  northern  powers  instead 
of  America.    With  regard  to  the  measure 
itself,  he  feared  our  colonies  would  nei- 
ther produce  a  sufficient  quantity  of  tim- 
ber, nor  that  of  sufficient  quality.  .It  would^ 
besides,  give  the  western  part  of  the  king- 
dom an  advantage  over  the  eastern/ as  the 
former  would  be  supplied  from  America, 
and  the  latter  from  the  Baltic.    It .  would 
also  increase  the  price  of  a  necessary  ar- 
ticle, already  enormously  high.    The  ob- 
ject was,  however,  a  great  one,  and  the 
experiment  might  perhaps .  deserve  to  be 
tried. 

Mr.  RoK  said,  that  government  had 
ever  been  ready  to  encourage  America, 
as  far  as  she  would  allow  them  to  favour 
her.  The  disposition  was,  and  ever  had 
been,  the  same. 

Mr.  i^smetf,  from  a  clause  in  the  bar* 
rack  .contracts,  in  Ireland,  enforcing  the 
use  of  Memel,  in  opposition  to*  American 
timber,  took  it  for  granted,  that  the  Utter 
was  of  a  very  inferior  quality.  He  must 
therefore  be  averse  to  a  measure  which 
would  introduce  it  into  all  our  public 
workfr  He  also  opposed  the  resolutton,  as 
interfering  in  an  ur^usti6able  manner  with 
the  trade  of  the  country,  which  ought  al* 
ways  to  be  left  free. 

The  Resolution,  and,  others  consequent 
thereon,  were  then  agreed  to,  and  the  re- 
port ordered  to  be  received  to-morrow. 

[East  India  Finance.]  Mr.  /VeiMfer- 
gntt,  in  pursuance  of  his  notice,  rose  to 
move.for  the  production  of  a  paper  which 
would  throw  much  light  on  the  state  ol 
Indii  fiajUK^,  but  more  espedaliy  on  the 
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export  trade  of  that  country.  The  fate  of 
kit  former  motioD  shoald  not  deter  him 
from  trying  the  fate  of  another,  though 
apprebeosif  e  of  resistance  from  the  same 
Qoarter  which  caused  it  to  be  rejected,  on 
toe  score  that, the  papers  were  too  to- 
luminous  and  expensive.  He  now  wished 
only  for  a  single  document,  which  could 
be  resisted  on  no  other  account  but  as  ex* 
posing  the  execotiTe  goTcrnmeot  of  India, 
and  the  rapid  decay  of  the  exports  of  that 
country,  which  by  good  management 
might  be  made  so  productive.  He  con- 
cluded by  moving  for  the  copy  of  a  letter 
from  the  governor  and  council  of  Bengal, 
to  the  court  of  directors,  dated  August  23, 
1809. 

Mr.  JL  Dundas  opposed  the  motion,  on 
the  ground  that  the  paper  was  now.  before 
the  East  India  Committee,  whose  report 
would  bring  it  under  the  consideration  of 
the  House.  He  had  opposed  the  hon. 
gent.'s  former^motion,  not  from  a,  desire  of 
any  concealment  of  aflairs  which  were 
perfectly  well  known,  but  on  account  of 
the  immense  mass  of  papers  moved  for, 
which  could  not  baye  been  produced  but 
at  very  great  expence.  He  now  opposed 
his  motion,  because  he  considered  it  highly 
inexpedient  to  take  a  detached  paper  from 
under  the  consideration  of  the  Committee, 
and  call  on  the  House  for  a  decision  on  a 

San  of  a  question,  when  they  would  soon 
ave  the  whole  before  them. 

Mr.  Crttwe^  wished  that  all  the  papers 
w4)ich  were  moved  for  had  been  in  the 
bands  of  hon.  gentlemen  during  the  recess. 
The  various  documents  had  not  fair  play 
in  the  House;  it  was  necessary  that  it 
should  be  in  possession  of  every  paper,  on 
these  grounds  he  voted  for  the  motion. 

Mr.  Granl  observed,  that  on  the  tub- 
ject  of  Finance  and  the  export  trade  there 
oiusS*  necessarily  be  a  multitude  of  docu- 
ments. If  the  House  was  now  to  take 
them  into  consideration,  it  would  just  have 
to  go  over  the  same  ground  it  did  before. 

Mr.  FrtHdcrgati  said,  that  it  could  be 
proved,  by  an  examination  into  India  af« 
fairs,  that  the  company  was  in  a  stale  of 
bankruptcy ;  but  if  those  aOairs  were  pro- 
perly aucoded  to,  the  consequences  would 
have  been  directly  opposite.  A***  to  the 
documents,  no  possible  reason  could  be 
given  for  their  refusal- 

After  a  short  conversation  the  H<Hise 
divided,  when  there  appeaied.—For  the 
Motion — 24;  Against  it — 64;  Majority 
^40. 

[I'aorguTY  Tax].    General  Lq^  hiring 


taken  a  retroapecUTe  view  of  the  diflbrenl 
advances  macle  to  the  army,  and  the  com- 
parative increase  which  had  taken  place 
even  in  the  wages  of  artisans,  concluded 
with  moving  the  repeal  of  thoie  parts  of 
•the  different  acts  imposing  taxes  upon  pro-< 
perty,  which  applied  to  officers  in  the 
army  and  navy,  and  to  subaltems  in  the 
militia. 

Mr.  John  Smith  thought  the  case  of  the 
officers  of  the  army  and  navy  a  hard  one, 
as  it  appeared  that  they  had  had  more 
pay  formerly  than  now,  though  a  sum 
would  have  been  affluence  some  time  ago, 
which  would  now  scarcely  suffice  for  sub* 
sistence,  however  frugally  managed.  He 
had  heard  it  said,  that  the  great  motive 
of  the  soldier  ought  to  be  honour,  and 
that  it  would  be  better  that  officers  should 
be  persons  of  some  substance*  H^  could 
not  assent  to  the  principle.  Some  of  the 
most  valuable  officers  in  the  service  had 
been  men  of  no  fortune,  who  raised  thein- 
selves  by  their  meriu;  and  honour  "had 
no  skill  in  surgery,"  it  certainly  "had 
none  in  cookery."  It  would  not  serve  for 
foo^.  He  stated  that  colonel  Grey,  one 
of  his  constituents,  had  mentioned  to  him 
cases  of  peculiar  hardship  in  the  profession 
from  the  scantiness  of  pay,  and,  iodeed# 
he  had  himself  obnerved  many  such.  Ho 
should  be  sorry  to  diminish  the  revenue, 
but  he  earnestly  recommended  it  to  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  whose  pri- 
vate character  he  admired,  to  apply  his 
mind  to  this  subject,  and  to  improve-  the 
condition  of  the  officers  of  the  army  and 
navy,  though  the  necessity  in  the  navy 
was  not  so  strong.  He  pronounced  an 
euloghim  on  the  character  of  the  Britisir 
army,  and  particularly  adverted  to  thede* 
▼otion  to  their  country  with  which  they 
encountered  all  the  hardship  of  foreign 
climates  ;  of  the  West  and  East  Indies, 
&c.»  a  circumstance  which,  in  hisopinion, 
had  not  been  sufficiently  attended  to.  He 
asked  whether  a  saving  to  the  extent  of 
5  or  600,000/.,  a-year  might  not  be  made 
by  imposing  the  beer  tax  on  the  malt,  and 
so  levying  both  the  tax  on  beer  and  that 
qn  malt  only  at  the  expence  which  was 
now  required  to  collect  the  latter  tax  ? 

Lord  Paimermomc  admitted  the  merits  of 
the  officers  of  the  army  in  their  utmost 
extent ;  and  the  only  ground  of  objection 
to  the  measure  proposed,  was  its  imprac- 
ticability.  The  jelief  most  come  in  a  dif> 
ferent  way.  He  controverted  some  of  the 
statementa  of  the  gallant  general ;  for  the 
pay  was  formerly^  liable  to  deductionit. 
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wUek  had  been  laid  aside,  and  as  to  the 
aagmentatioii  of  salaries  ia  tht  citiI  do- 
partmentSy  it  ovght  to  be  recoHacted  that 
the  rise  was  litue  more  than  a  compensa* 
tioo  for  the  loss  of  lees  which  had  been 
abolished.    He  most  oppose  the  motion. 

Mr.  Hurst  contended  strongly  for  the 
propriety  of  adopting  some  measore  of 
relief,  at  a  time  when  all  the  necessaries  of 
life  were  so  much  advanced  in  price.  He 
thought  also,  that  under  the  present  regu- 
lation, the  officers  in  the  di^rent  services 

.  did  nos  receive  the  sum  which  they  were 
promised  apon  the  faith  of  government. 
The  income  tax  reduced  it  10  per  cent. 
If  this  was  not  done  away,  some  other 
means  should  be  tried  to  place  them  in  a 
state  of  comfort,  and  enable  the  govern^ 
ment  to  make. good  its  promise  to  tnem. 

Sir  Charla  tile  could  not  allow  this  qaes- 
tioQ  to  go  to  a  vote,  without  explaining  his 
reason  for  the  support  which  heshoold  give 
it,  although  he  thought  it  did  not  go  far 
enoagh,  as  the  merely  relieving  officers 
from  the  10  percent,  was  not  equal  to 
their  ^r  and  honourable  claims,  be  had 
almost  said  their  just  demands ;  but  anj 
and  every  amelioration,  of  their  present 
■Ination,  was  in  his  opinion,  wise  and  ne* 
cessarys  and  woaki  have  his  support.  He 
had  on  a  iormcroccasion  stated  Co  the  House, 
and  had  endeavoured  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  right  hon.  the  chancellor  of  the  ex* 
cheqoer  to  the  pny  of  the  officers  ef  the 
aavjr,  and  had  presumed  to  caution  him 
against  increasing  the  salaries  of  other 
servants  of  the  public,  unless  be  was  pre- 
parsd  to  meet  tne  subject  now  before  the 
House.  He  then  slated  that  there  were  cer- 
tain classes  of  the  navy  actoally  receiving 
leas  now  than  they  did  in  16!>5. — He  must 
now  restate  that  it  would  be  the  greatest 
injustice  to  the  army  and  navy,  if  the  sti- 
pends of  the  clergy  and  law  officers  with 
every  other  civil  department  under  govern- 
ment were  angmented,  and  no  attention 
paid  to  the  suffisrings  and  privations  of 

.  these  officers,  that  the  civil  departm^its 
of  the  navy  had  been  most  considerably  en* 
creased,  he  need  onlyte  refer  to  a  few,  and 
he  would  instance  that  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Admiralty,  who  in  1604  had  only  800/. 
and  no  fees,  and  in  1 810^-^,000^.  The  judge 
had  only  4O0  or  6(M)<.  and  now  he  believ- 
ed it  was  upwards  of  5,000/.  He  was  aware 
that  the  magnitude  of  the  sum  vsquired, 
was  such  as  to  eaose  every  minister  to 
pause  befere  he  acceded  to  the  claim,  but 
this  very  statement  made  it  more  neces- 
sary that  he  shoald  not  aogment  partially 


tkie  allowancesto  poblie  servants.  He 
sore  he  might  without  hesitatioii  satiafy 
himself,  that  the  House  would  net  resiaa 
the  petition  of  officers  in  the  navy,  if  they 
can  shew  that  they  actually  received  Um4 
now  than  they  did  in  lOOJ.  «  But  ho  muat 
say,  he  did  not  wish  to  aee  any  petitioift 
presented  from  them,  and  he  was  sure  that 
the  servi<!e  misrht  look  with  confidence  u> 
the  right  hon.  gent»  who  presided  al  the 
board  of  admiralty  ;  from  those  and  from 
the  crown  did  he  hopo  that  they  would  re* 
cetve  protection  and  support,  in  all  and 
every  aifficohy. 

Mr.  Wkkhfmd  said,  he  shoald  oppose 
the  motion  ;  not  because  he  thoagbt  the 
statements  made  were  no  grievances,  or 
that  no  provision  should  be  made,  but  be- 
cause the  principle  upon  which  the  pro* 
posed  relief  was  founded  was  a  bad  one. 
The  officers  of  the  array  and  navy  should 
certainly  be  put  ha  a  better  situation,  par- 
ticularly after  the  alteration  that  was  made 
in  the  situation  of  the  civil  officers.  He 
hoped  the  gallant  general  would  not  push 
the  question  to  a  diviaon.^-The  motion 
was  then  withdrawn. 


HOUSE  OP   LOBDS. 


Wtinnd4i^  May  123*      . 

[CoMVBaciAL  LicBHSEs.}  The  Earl  of 
Limdenhle  again  complainod  of  the  abusea 
which  attended  the  granting  of  Kcenaea 
by  the  privy  council  to  merchant  vessels 
destined  for  different  ports  of  the  conti* 
nent,  and  allowed  to  import  difl^ent  arti* 
des.  By  means  of  those  new  regulations 
the  whole  of  the  trade  of  the  country  was 
ihrewn  into  the  hands  and  placed  at  the 
mercy  of  the  no%le  lord  at  the  h«ad  of  the 
board  of  trade.  No  settled  rule  seemed  to 
be  laid  down  either  respecting  the  terma 
upon  which .  licenses  were  granted,  the 
time  they  might  endure,''  or  the  naiurs  of 
the  artietes,  the  importation  of  which  they 
permitted.  The  papers  laid  on  the  table 
tn  pursuance  of  a  motion  of  his,  did  not 
answer  his  intentions  or  expectation,  ha 
must  therefore  move  for  more  extended 
commanications. 

Earl  H^Wsf  observed,  that  in  the 
granting  of  these  liceneet,  many  irregu- 
larities might  occur,  which  it  was  impos- 
sible to  provide  against  It  was  found 
necessary  to  renew  some  licenses  which 
had  expired  before  the  object  for  which 
they  were  granted  had  been  obtained. 
In  other  cases  pretended*  correspondences 
were  adduced  in  ordet  to  ohiasn  N€Bnsc^ 
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which  wereaftarwardsfoand  to  be  fallaci- 
ous, at  they  referred  to  contracts  which 
never  had  taken  place.  But  what  the  no- 
ble lord  complained  of  had  occurred  dur- 
ing the  l^te  administration,  as  well  as 
under  the  present  administration,  and  per- 
haps coulu  not  be  well  avoided. 

Lord  Holland  would  not  look  for  a  justi- 
fication of  such  measures  to  thb  conduct  of 
this  or  that  administration.  The  ques- 
tion was,  whether  they  were  right  or 
wrong.  In  his  opinion  they  had  all  their 
source  in  the  orders  of  council. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  made  a  few  ob- 
servations in  reply,  and  concluded  with 
moving  for  the  production  of  a  return  of 
the  licenses  granted  from  the  year  1795, 
and  the  description  of  the  parties  to  whom 
they  had  been  granted  down  to  the  pre- 
sent time.— Ordered. 

[DaoiTs  OF  AoMiRALTT.]  Lord  HoUand 
regretted  he  was  not  in  the  House  when  it 
was  moved,  that  the  bill  for  grantins  an 
annuity  to  his  serene  highness  the  duke 
of  Brunswick  be  read  the  third  time;  for 
he  should  have  thought  it  his  duty  to  hive 
moved  a  postponement  At  the  same 
time  he  trusted  no  objection '  would  be 
taken  to  his  movinff  a  reconsideration  of 
the  propriety  of  ta&ing  this  grant  from 
the  consolidated  fund,  if  other  sources 
should  be  discovered  from  whence  it  miffht 
have  been  more  satisfactorily  made.  He 
should  now  move,  *'  That  an  humble  ad- 
dress be  presented  to  his  Majesty,  for  a 
return  of  the  amount  of  the  droits  of  ad- 
miralty, and  the  purposes  to  which  they 
had  b#en  applied.— The  motion  was 
agreed  to. 


ROU8B  OF  COMMONS. 

Wedneid^,  Ma^  2S. 

[Expulsion  of  Mr.  Hunt.]     Mr.  CaU 
cri/i  rose,  in  pursuance  of  a  notice,  he  had 

g'ven  upon  a  former  day,  relative  to  Mr. 
unt,  a  member  of  that  House,  and  lately 
treasurer  of  the  ordnance.  But  before  he 
should  proceed  upon  ihe  subject  of  his  no- 
tice, he  felt  it  necessary  to  acquaint  the 
House  that  he  had  received,  within  these 
few  days,  a  letter,  dated  Lisbon,  the  lOth 
of  April,  subscribed  with  the  signature  of 
Mr.  Hunt,  purporting  to  come  from  him, 
and  immediately  relating  to  the  subject  of 
Ihe  motion  he  meant  to  bring  forward. 
It  was  his  wish  to  submit  this  letter  to  the 
House ;  but  as  he  could  not  himself  vouch 
for  its  authenticity,  he  wished  to  submit 
it  first  to  the  inspection  of  some  gentleman 
vou  zyii. 


who  was  acquainted  with  Mr.  Hont'a 
band-writing.  Since  he  came  into  the 
House,  he  had  shewn  it  to  a  member  of 
the  board  of  ordnance,  who  declared  it  to 
be  Mr.  Hunt's  hand-writing. 

The  iS^oAct*  suggested,  that  the  more 
regular  way  of  proceeding  would  be  to 
move  the  reading  of  the  order  upon  the 
journals  for  Mr.  Hunt's  attendance  this 
day,  and  in  case  of  his  non-attendance 
then  to  lay  the  letter  before  the  House^ 
being  first  certified  as  the  hand -writing 
of  Mr.  Hunt.  This  was  accordingly  done^ 
Mr.  Long  having  declared  the  hand- writing 
to  be  that  of  Mr.  Hunt. 

The  letter  was  then  delivered  to,  and 
read  by  the  clerk  as  follows  : 

Lisbon,  0th  May,  1810. 

Sir  ;  I  have  received  at  this  place  the 
Twelfth  Report  of  the  Commissioners  of 
military  enquiry,  in  which,  equally  to  my 
concern  as  astonishment,  from  the  imper« 
feet  materials  before  them,  they  have  slip- 
posed  a  balance  against  me  of  ,83,769/. 
19j.  bd,  a  sum  far  beyond  any  amount  in 
which  I  am  indebted  to  the  public,  or, 
consistently  with  the  course  of  Ordnance 
payments,  could  be  indebted. — The^ com- 
missioners feelinff  it  expedient,  as  they 
express  it,  to  maike  ad  immediate  report 
were  obliged  to  compile  it  in  hasttf,  and 
have,  much  to  my  prejudice,  omitted  many 
explanations  I  arorded  them,  which  I 
conceived  should  have  been  noticed,  al- 
though the  allowance  of  them  might  have 
been  subject  of  future  consideration.*- 
The  Beport,  in  many  respects,  is  evidently 
inaccurate.  The  Commissioners  have 
drawn  many  conclusions  against  me  from 
imperfect  information,  and  for  want  of 
time  to  investigate  many  parts  of  the  ac- 
count which  they  could  not  understand 
themselves,  and  respecting  which  they  re- 
quired general  and  more  correct  testimony. 
—To  shew  you  the  character  of  Mr.  Rod- 
dick's Evidence,  he  says  he  gave  security 
for  lO/XX)/.  for  the  faithful  discharge  of 
his  services,  but  who  never  gave  me  any. 
—It  is  impossible  for  me  to  go  into  the 
whole  report ;  but  I  have  in  a  single  mo« 
ment  upon  the  face  of  the  account,  dis- 
covered items  amounting  to  not  lew. than 
20,000/.  which  I  know  to  be  erroneously 
charged  against  me ;  and  it  having  been 
surmised  by  the  commissioners  that  I 
might  have  received  more  on  the  volun- 
tary account  than  I  have  brought  forward 
to  the  public  credit,  which  remark  laya 
me  open  to  the  suspicion  of  being  defi- 
cient to  an  undefihed  amount,  I  can«  io 
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tnswer  f  o  this  remark^  distinctly  state,  tbat 
not  a  shilling  upon  Yoluntarj^  charge  came 
into  my  hands  which  was  not  accounted 
for,  in  most  instances  immediately  and 
itot  quarterly ;  ahd  in  fact  regulations 
v^hich  Vfound  it  highly  necessary  to  adopt 
in  respect  to  this  accouht,  made  it  impos- 
sible I  should  jeceive  a  shilling  of  it  in  an 
indirect  or  clandestine  manner.  I  lament 
that  I  have  n6t  time  to  afford  you  some 
explanatory  observations  on  some  other 
parts  of  the  Report;  I  am  only  enabled  to 
state  to  you  generally  that  I  am  not  in- 
debted to  the  public  the  amount  imputed 
to  ttie  ;  and  whatever  may  be  ascribed  to 
me  in  respect  to  the  incorrect  manner  of 
transacting  public  business,  yet  it  will  ap- 
pear by  the  present  Heport,  page  55,  that 
1  did  not  act  upon  a  deliberate  attempt  or 
.design  to  defraud  the  public,  as  I  lelt  in 
the  office  the  sum  of  7,257/.  9s.  4i.  of 
which  I  had  the  absolute  disposal,  and 
two  days  afterwards  I  paid  4,0007.  into 
the  Bank  of  England  on  account  of  my 
supposed  bdlance. — It  occasions  me  deep 
regret^  tbat  I  should  have  imprudently 
withdrawn  myself  at  all,  from  the  investi- 
gation of  my  accounts,  but  which  I*  inad- 
vertently did  from  the  prejudice  excited 
against  me,  by  the  exaggerated  reports 
circulated  in  respect  to. the  amount  of  de- 
ficiency, from  the  publicity  given  tb  my 
examination  before  the  commissioners  of. 
Military  enquiry,  on  which  though  the 
investigation  was  only  pending,  a  thou- 
sand erroneous  statements  were  founded, 
,80  as  materially  to  affect  my  feelings. 
Under  the  present  circumstances  of  my 
situation,  and  the  state  of  my  health,  I 
find  myself  incapable  of  attending  the  ho- 
nourable House,  and  my  anxious  request 
is  to  have  some  indulgence  in  point  of 
time.  I  flatter  myself,  that  consistently 
Vlth  your  regard  for  the  interests  and  opi«, 
nionsofthe  country,  you  may  feel  at  liberty 
to  wave  for  a  period  your  motion  for  my 
attendance  in  my  place  ;  I  should  hope, 
that  neither  the  House  or  yourself  would 
regret  such  an  attention  to  me,  as  I  am 
flctuateH  by  the  most  sincere  desire  of 
affording  every  satisfaction  in  my  power 
to  the  public,  but  to  effect  which  purpose 
it  is  necessary  I  should  have  a  reasonable 
extension  of  time  for  my  Roine  through 
the  accounts ;  in  doing  which,  I  am  sure, 
J  could  satisfactorily  remove  some  of  the 
prejudices  inferred  against  me  in  the  re- 
port, while  I  should  be  able,  certainly  to 
establish  articles  of  discharge  in  my  favour, 
not  included  in  tbb  present  state  of  the  ac- 
count.**-There  b  another  groood  on  which 


I  trust  the  House  Would  ihronrabl^  rc-^ 
ceive  my  irlequest^i  Which  is,  that  the 
Commissioners  of  military  enquiry  have 
expressed  an  intention  ot  entering  morv 
fully  into  the  considieration  of  what  was 
the  conduct  of  business  in  the  office  ot 
Treasurer  of  the  ordnance  ;  and  t  intreat^ 
therefore,  that  this  further  mformationniay 
be  waited  for,  and  that  a  Resolution  may 
not  pass  against  me  upon  the  imperfect 
report  at  present  before  th€  House.-^I 
have  onfy  to  return  yon  my  best  ac^ow- 
ledgments  for  the  great  delicacy  yon 
have  shewn  towards  me  consistently  with 
yoiir  public  duty  ;  in  the  manner  in  which 
yon  have  introduced  the  subject  of  my 
conduct  before  the  l^ous'e,  which  if  it 
shall  be  pleased  to  wave  my  attendance 
for  a  while,  may  rely  that  1  will  not 
abuse  indulgence,  or  disappoint  expecta^ 
tion. — I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

Joseph  Hunt." 

"  t*.  S.  It  is  my  intention  to  return  te 
England  as  soon  as  possible.    J.  H." 

John  Calcraft,  Esq.  M.  P. 
,.   liondon. 

idr.  Calcraft  then  moved,  that  the  1 2th 
report  of  military  enquiry  should  'be  taken 
into  consideration,  (The  report  was  en- 
tered ais  read.)  He  obserred,  that  not- 
withstanding the  statements  in  the  letter, 
they  did  not  rebut  the  violation  of  an  acir 
of  parliament  for  the  regulation  of  public 
offices.  Six  weeks  had  elapsed  since  he 
first  called  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
this  subject,  in  that  time  the  intelligence 
would  have  reached  Lisbon,  and  Mr, 
Hunt  might  have  returned  ;  it  did  hot  ap- 
pear in  fact  that  he  was  in  a  state  of  ili« 
nealth.  During  the  Easter  recess  he  had 
a  conversation  with  a  relpeetable  relation 
of  his,  who  applied  for  an  extension  of 
time ;  to  this  he  replied  he  had  no  objec- 
tion, provided  the  attendance  of  Mr.  Hunt 
was  insured  before  the  session  closed.  It 
was  of  importance  to  the  general  welfare 
to  make  an  example  of  defaulters.  An 
act  had  been  passed  to  restrict  the  Trea* 
surer  of  the  Ordnance  to  draw  on  the- 
Bank  unless  for  the  public  f  that  law  had 
been  carried  Jnto  effect  with  the  greatest 
propriety  by  Mr.  Davison,  the  former 
Treasurer.  A  short  time  after  Mr.  Hunt 
came  into  office,  he  began  to  draw  on  the 
bank  in  the  names  of  betsons  who  were 
connected  With  the  ordnance.  In  this  ir- 
regular way  he  drew  lOO.OOOf.  a  great 
part  of  which  he  owes  to  the  public. 
With  respect  to  the  manner  in  which  he 
intended  now  acting,  he  had  looked  over 
the  Journals  and  foand  that  the  only  mode 
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tbe  ^i>^le  hi^  of  proceeding  wli^  moip- 
bers  were  jjuilty  (oot  imiQcaUtely  pf  the 
pr^i^t  cnme  but  o^  perjury  aadl  other 
tlagw^  miideineanorf)  wm  by  e^ulsiojpi. 
Since  Mr.  Hunt  had  lefi  the  country,  he 
should  moT9  for  his  ^s^pulsion  J  if  l^e  )ia4 
remaioedf  he  fbould  rather  haVe  proceed- 
ed by  indictmenti*  andth^  have  aftfd  ac- 
cordmgly.    He  4^d  oot  l})elief e  ^ere  wec^ 
(WO  opiQtons   on  the  subject.    M^  was 
aorry  to  say,  that  inany  similar  occur- 
rence* had  pot  beep  taken  no^ceof  by  tl^e 
House,    fie  should  mention  that  of  gene- 
ral de  Lanccy,  who  was  indebted  to  the 
public  loq^OOp^  and  yet  possess^  t^f  rank 
ana  pay  pf  &  general  in  the  serrice*    l^y 
such  tnines  th^  puhlic  f<$^linff«  if  er$  in- 
sulted. ,  It  was  rather  repiarf^aqle*  that  acts 
were  passed  for  the  Tery  prevention  of 
such  condnpf  immediately  preTtous  to  its 
takins  place.    If  they  were  not  ^ow  ^^• 
forcea«  the  yigilanf:e  of  public    offices 
would  b^  lulled  aflc^p*    In  the  Board  of 
Ordnaiipip,  there  mi|st  hare  been  fome  sq- 
pinenessin  not  takins  notice  of  what  was 
going  on  in  its  neighbourhood.    He  con- 
cluded by  QkOTing  the  following  resolu- 
tion,   "  That    Joseph  Hunt,   esq.    late 
treasurer  of  the  ordnance,  had  been  guilty 
of  a  Tiol^iion  of  the  act  of  thie  46th  of 
his  Majesty,  for  regulating  the  office  of 
treasurer  of  the  oronance,  and  of  embez- 
sding  or  misapplying  pertain  sums  of  public 
money  whilst  he  held  that  office.'*    Also, 
a  Resolution,  *'  That  for  the  said  ofiences 
Joseph    Hunt,    esq.    be    expelled     this 
House."— Both  which  motions  were  agreed 
to,  new.  con. ;   the  word  "  embezzling" 
having  been  first  left  out  of  the*  former 
Resolution  at  the  suggestion  of  the  chan- 
pelior  of  the  exchequer. 

[SficoNO  Refobt  on  Proceedings  re- 
arBCTiVG  Sir  F.  Burdett's  Notice^.] 
Mr.  If.  Giddy  having  moved  for  leave  to 
bring  qp  this  jBeport, 

Sir  7.  Tmrioi^  ppposed  it,  statiiig  i|t  to 
be  hi^  wish  to  rescue  the  House  out  of 
hands  to  which  it  bad  most  improperly 
apd  unadvisedly  entrusted  its  privileges, 
hapdsin  frhich  he  had  thought  them  most 
n^wisely  ftnd  unhappily  placed  from  the 
b.e)|;innin£  to  the  end.  The  matter  had 
priginated  in  the  committal  of  Mr.  Gale 
Jones,  and  wh^  the  motion  to  roitigaie 
pbfi  pttoisbn^t  against  that  individual 
came  to  be  considered,  he  fras  punished 
Ss^  the  fai^i  fii  his  advocate,  lie  disap- 
proved of  the  committal  of  tbehon.  hart., 
but  after  tie  determination  of  ,the  House, 
iie  coqM  entfirtoin  90  doobtas  lo  lU  poirer 


of  carrying  the  aentence  into  eflSsct  H^ 
<fcified  any  man  to  find  an  objection  to  thia 
right  of  c;9n)mittal.  The  House  had  now^ 
boW^ve£  f  opte  to  the  question  as  to  the 
right  of  supporting  it.  What^he  coul4 
wisn  |6  Ifi^ow^  yi^  the  cofnmittee  ap«* 
ppinted  for*  (|ut  \o  report  on  the  state  of 
thf  proceedings?  Instead,  however,  of 
^hewing  themselves  equal  to  this  purpose 
the  House  had  seen  its  privileges  intrusted' 
to  a  Junta  more  imbecile  thaq  the  Jont^ 
of^pain.  What  should  have  bee^i  their 
conduct  ?  They  should  haye  reported  tha( 
it  waf  proper  to  call  before  the  House  the 
solicitpr  who  had  issued  t^e  process.  Di4 
our  ancestor!  feel  any  difficulty  on  tbif 
head  ?  They  never  did.  ^d  aa  to  thf 
rights  of  the  $eijeant,  acting,  as  ne  mua t 
be  supposed  to  do,  under  the  authority  of 
the  House,  he  was  equally  protected  br 
their  privileges  as  even  the  Speaker  couf4 
t)e  supposed  to  be.  Hon.  gentlemen  mighi 
ask,  was  not  the  House  righ^  in  pleading  } 
Ife  woulu  answer  that  he  thought  they 
were  not  justified  in  doipg  so.  The  lof 
parliamemi  was  t^e  prtma  kx,  and  yet  thf 
report  recommended  that  it  should  besiip- 
portedL  nrst  by  analogies  from  the  law,  and 
then  by  ^he  opinions  of  Judfges.  He  en- 
treated of  the  House  not  to  afniit  any  new 
edition  of  the  law  of  parliament  to  gf 
abroad,  which  should  have  the  efiect  of 
degrading  them,  either  ip  their  own  esti- 
mation or  in  that  of  the  country.  He  waf 
persuaded,  they  would  accomplish  thia 
object  far  pore  edectually  by  dispensing 
with  the  labours  of  the  present  committee. 

Mr.  C.  ff.  Wj/m  agreed  wiUi  many  of 
thp  observations  of  the  hou.  hart,  and  re- 
gretted that  hfB  had  not  opposed  the  pro- 
ceedings earlier.  He  was  particularly 
sorry,  that  the  Attorney-General  should 
have  been  instructed  to  support  the  pri- 
vileges of  the  House.  That  gentleman 
m^ust,  at  all  times,  be  ready  to  be  called  to 
the  House  of  Lords;  and,  if  it  were  only 
for  the  sake  of  form,  he  regretted,  that 
apother  person  had  not  been  appointed  to 
support  the  privileges  of  the  House. 

The  ChqnceUar  qf  the  Exchequer  said,  the 
arguments  now  used,  would  have  applied 
better,  if  used  at  the  time  the  House  waa 
about  to  resolve  on  the  appoiptmeot  of 
the  committee,  and  at  that  time  when  the 
learned  argument  of  a  right  faon.  gtot.  not 
no^  present  (Mr.  Popsonby},  went  so 
forcibly  to  recommend  the  pleading  10 
the  action.  He  must  also  regret,  that  the 
hon.  and  learned  gentlemen  who  now  dis- 
approved of  the  repon»  had  not  lent  their 
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tssistance  to  the  committee.  The  only 
question,  however,  as  he  conceived  it,  now 
was,  if  the  report  should  be  brought  up ; 
and  then  the  question  would  arise,  whe- 
ther it  would  be  prudent  or  proper,  con- 
sistently with  the  privileges  6f  the  House, 
that  the  report  should  be  adopted.  He 
begged,  also,  to  ask,  was  there  any  thing 
new  in  directing  the  attorney-general  to 

{prosecute  in  the  case  of  a  breach  of  privi- 
ege^  If  the  breach,  of  privilege  was  not 
meditated  and  committed  by  the  crown, 
why  not  instruct  the  attorney-general? 
This  was  one  main  distinction.  When 
Ihfe  privilege  was  to  be  asserted  against  the 
crown,  the  attorney  general  was  not  to  be 
employed ;  when  against  any  other,  per- 
Bon,  then  the  attorney  general  was  to  be 
•mployed.  The  court  before  whom  the 
case'  was  brought  must  know,  from  the 
plea,  who  the  pariy  was,  namely,  the 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons,  and  if 
the  plea  was  to  be  denied,  the  allegation 
must  be  tried  as  any  other  allegation 
would  be— but  when  once  tried,  the  deci- 
sion roust  be,  that,  being  a  question  in 
which  the  House  of  Commons  was  con- 
cerned, it  could  not  be  judged  of  in  any 
other  jurisdiction  whatever. 

Mr.  C.  Wn  Wynn  explained,  that  the 
attorney-general  was  directed  to  prose- 
cute or  defend,  not  as  in  a  breach  of  pri- 
vilege, but  on  occasion  of  a  breach  of  the 
king's  peace. 

Mr.  Adam  begged  it  to  be  understood, 
that  after  the  learned  and  right  hon.  mem- 
ber for  Tavistock  had,  on  a  former  night, 
with  such  power  delivered  his  opinion  on 
the  privileges  of  the  House,  he  had  endea- 
voured' to  instil  into  the  House  that  they 
ahodld  come  to  some  resolutions  declara- 
tory of  the  act  of  serving  the  notices  be- 
ing a  breach  of  their  privileges ;  and  that 
they  would  accordingly  call  the  attorney 
who  had  served  the  process,  before  them, 
and  proceed  according  to  their  established 
usage  in  such  case.     If  this  had  been 
done,  the  fact  would  have  appeared  on  the 
journals  of  the  House.    If  it  bad  been 
done.  It  would  have  been  an  important 
point.    As  matters  now,  however,  stood, 
it  was  admitted,  as  his  hon.  friend  had 
said,  that  nothing '  appeared  on  the  jour- 
nals.   At  one  Mep  or  other  of  the  pro- 
ceedings, however,  this  must  not  be  the 
case.     He  did  not  say  it  could  be  done 
^ow,  at  bfmging  up  the  report ;   but,  he 
did  contend,  that,  at  some  farther  stage  of 
the  business,  such  an  entry  must  be  made 
Ibat  the  HousckSiight  not  fall  into  another 


and  a  more  fatal  error.    But  though    it 
was  his  opinion  that  the  matter  shoald 
never  have  gone  to  a  committee,  he   no^v 
thought  that  the  report  of  that  committee 
should  be  brought  up,  and  that  it  should 
lie  on  the  table,  with  the  view  to  its  ac* 
curate  perusal.  When  it  was  on  the  table, 
it  would  become  the  business  of  the  Heuse 
to  scan  every  syllable  of  it,  and  not  to  let 
a  word  pass  which  was  not  agreeable  to 
the  privileges  of  the  House.    It  was  the 
duty  of  the  House  to  watch  their  privi- 
leges.    These  were    peculiar   timet*   in 
which  it  was  necessary  to  guard  them, 
and  to  let  it  be  known  that  they  were  adl 
marked.    It  was  the  duty  of  the  House 
to  see  they  did  not  receive  a  report  which 
did  not  sufficiently  recognize  those  pn« 
vileges. 

Mr.  Homer  wished  to  yield  to  the  ar- 
gaments*of  his  hon.  and  learned  friend* 
on  the  propriety  of  receiving  the  report. 
He  wished,  however,  to  know^  if  the  re- 
port were  thus  to  be  received,  whether  it 
must  not,  in  the  shape  in  which  it  now 
stood,  appear  on  the  Journals  of  the  House  ^ 

The  Speaker  finding  that  his  opinion  on 
this  question  was  expected,,  agreed  that 
this  would  surely  be  the  effect  of  bringing 
up  the  report,  and  ordering  it  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

The  Report  was  then  brought  up. 

Mr.  D.  Giddy,  as  chairman  of  toe  com- 
mittee, felt  it  necessary  to  say  a  few 
words,  and  he  must  confess,  that  he  thought 
the  House  was  placed  in  a  very  unfortu- 
nate situation ;  it  had '  great  privileges, 
but,  owing  to  some  defect  in  the  constita- 
tion,  it  did  not  seem  to  possess  the  power 
of  enforcin|f  them;  unfortunately,  no 
clear  recognition  of  such  power  had  taken 
place.  No  particular  proceeding  was  re- 
commended to  the  House  in  the  report  of 
the  Committee,  because  it  appeared  to 
them  that  the  practical  and  proper  mode 
had  already  been  adopted.  There  was  a 
further  measure  to  be  taken  he  allowed, 
but  he  doubted  much  the  expediency  of 
having  recourse  to  it.  He  reprobated  the 
opinions  and  purposes  of  the  contemptible 
fection  out  01  doors,  but  was  fearful  that 
if  the  House  proceeded  to  commit  one 
solicitor  after  uiother,  it  might  at  li^t 
force  itself  into'  a  contention  with  the 
judges  themsehces ;  besides,  it  was  con* 
sidered  the  peculiar  boast  of  this  country* 
that  every  individual  could  be  defended 
aeatnst  any  charge  made  against  hini* 
He  was  of  opinion  that  the  judgment, 
whatever  it  might  be«  would  aow  |fo  wx 


\ 


PARL..  DEBATER  Mat  23i  1810.— Sir  F.  Bmddfs  Notkei. 


[175 


with  greater  weight  to  the  public,  after  | 
the  course  that  had  been  adopted.  If  the 
House  waved  the  exercise  of  the  pririlege 
in  the  present  instance,  it  could  not  be 
construed  into  a  relinquishment  of  the 
privilege  he  contended  for,  bi&t  he  denied 
the  expediency  of  calling  it  into  action 
upon  the  present  occasion.  In  the  same 
manner  he  felt  that  the  House  might  have 
proceeded  to  commit  or  to  e^mel  sirF. 
burdett,  in  the  first  insunce,  though  he 
had  voted  against  his  commitment  on  the 
ground  of  expediency.  He  hoped  that 
the  deficiency  of  which  he  complained, 
in  the  constitution,  would  soon  be  cor- 
rected. There  was  a  case,  not  provided 
against  in  the  Romto  law,  because  it  was 
presumed  that  no  one  would  be  atrocious 
enough  to  perpetrate  it ;  and,. perhaps,  the 
present  defieiency  was  to  be  accounted 
for  upon  the  same  principle.  This,  how- 
ever, he  wished  to  qualify,  not  meaning 
to  confound  the  degree  of  crime  In  both 
cases.  He  hoped  the  House  would,  in 
commoh  counesy,  allow  the  report  to  be 
laid  on  the  table,  and  printed ;  after 
which,  it  might  dispose  of  it  as  it  thought 
proper. 

Mr.  Adam  w^  of  opinion  that  the  de- 
bate should  be  adjourned  to  Monday 
next,  in  order  that  the  House  should  have 
time  to  consider  the  report  maturely. 
There  was  one  principle  however  which 
he  was  desirous  of  entering  his  protest 
against :  he  could, not  agree  with  his  hon. 
friend  that  the  House  vras  not  provided 
with  the  fullest  power  to  enforce  its  pri- 
vileges. The  power  of  commitment  was 
theirs,  and  was  as  ancient  as  their  privi- 
leges; it  was  fiiUy  established  and  recog- 
nized, and  should  be  exercised  upon  such 
occasions.  He  coifcluded  with  moviog, 
that  the  debate  be  adjourned  to  Monday. 

Mr.  C  W.  Wynn  apologized  for  his  not 
attending  the  committee  of  privileges,  as 
he  objected  to  it  entirely  ;  and  it  was  not 
the  practice  ormembers  to  attend  com- 
mittees, to  the  principle  of  which  they  ob- 
jected. 

Mr.  Hunt  saw  no  sound  obstacle  to  the 
reception  of  the  report,  which,  granting 
it  were  laid  on  the' table,  would  not  pre- 
clude the  House  from  iurther  4i*cuision 
if  that  should  be  necessary.  Tlieir  com- 
mittee had  'most  ably  discharged  their 
duty,  and  their  report  was  entitled  to  con- 
aideration.  Legislative  authority  might, 
he  was  sore,  seUle  all  the  instters  in  dis- 
pute; while,  if  the  House  possessed  such 
omnipotent  privileges  as  were  contended 


for,  it  was  highly  proper  that  their  pri- 
vileges should  now  be  ascertained  and 
declared. 

Mr.  H.  Smith  expressed  his  concern  at 
hearing  that  any  legislative  measure  was 
likely  to  pass  on  tne  subject.  He  con<* 
tended  strongly '  for  the  uncontroulable 
nature  of  their  privileges :  which  such  an 
act  could  only  have  the  efiect  of  weaken- 
ing. He  hoped  that  those  gentlemen  who 
had  such  a  measure  in  contemplation^ 
would '  consider  all  the  consequences  it 
was  likely  lo  produce,  before  they  re* 
solved  upon  its  introduction. 

Mr.  Secretary  iSydfr  thought  that  botk 
gentlemen  had  mistaken  his  hon.  friend^' 
whom  he  understood  only  to  have  stated 
that  some  declaratory  measure  would  be 
adopted,  not  to  create  but  to  proclaim  the 
powers  and  privileges  now  called  in  ques- 
tion. He  did  not  approve  of  the  adjourn* 
ment;  the  report  might  lie  on  the  table 
without  any  supposition  of  a  pledjge  on 
their  parts  to  support  or  approve  ofit* 

Mr.  2>.  Giddy  said,  that  all  he  intended 
to  have  stated,  with  respect  to  a  legtsla* 
tive  act,  was,  that  some  mode  should  be 
devised,  in  order  to  stop  proceedings  of 
the  courts  of  law  upon  questions  of  privi- 
lege, m  linone. 

Mr.  Whubread  thought  that  such  a  mea- 
sure wookl  be  very  dangerous.  The 
fact  was,  that  the  House  formerly  did  pos- 
sess the  privilege  of  inhibition.  They 
could  and  used  frequently  to  stop,  a  suit  at 
law  by  a  letter  from  the  Speaker  to  the 
judges  of  the  court  in  which  the  action 
was  entered.  This  was,  however,  after- 
wards curtailed  by  positive  statutes,  made 
in  the  ]2th  and  13th  of  William  3,  as 
also  by  some  statutes  in  the  reigns  of 
queen 'Anne  and  George  1.  Upon  this 
question  of  privilege  there  seemed  to  be  a 
great  deal  of  intolerance  on  both  sides. 
All  those  who  were  contending  for  high 
privileges,  talked  of  nothing  less  than 
committing  attohiies,  counsellors,  and 
even  going  as  far  as  was  formerly  done, 
of  committing  judges  themselves  for  en- 
tertaining a  suit  in  which  the  privileges  of 
the  House  were  concerned.  On  the  other 
hand,  those  who  were  irritated  by  the 
late  exercise  of  privilege,  set  down  every 
one  as  a  most  tyrannical  person  who  ven- 
tured to  say  a  word  in  support  of  them. 
Now  upon  a  question  whicn  was  to  be  de^ 
termined  on  arguments  drawn  firom  so 
many  precedents,  it  was  not  surprisinff 
that  every  man  should  not  have  his  mini 
completely  made  up.    For  his  part,  he 
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looked  for  infonaation  with  equ»l  pl«Mim 
to  his  learped  friend  (sir  S.  Uonillv)  as 
to  his  other  learned  friend  (Mr.  Adam). 
He  had  read  the  very  i:lear  and  lucid  Ar- 
gumeiit  pubUshed  by  another  bon.  friend 
(Mr«  Wvnn],  w)iich,  as  he  belie?ed«  con- 
tained alt  the.  learning  of  the  case*  la 
that  Argument  it  was  ^ted«  th%t  i^  the 
year  166Q»  a  person  of  the  naqie  pf 
Thompann  had  heen  ordered  ta  at^^pd  the 
I}ou9e«  and  positively  refused  to  do  it  and 
shut  his  doQrs.  The  House  consequently 
ordered  thi^t  his  doors  should  be  broken 
down.  It  was  a  little  unfortunate^  how* 
ev^r»  for  tbl«  precedeqt>  thati  like  all  the 
others  of  thi^  same  nature,  we  were  left 
ahorl«  and  were  not  told  whether  the  doors 
ifere  broken  down.  It  appeared  that  in 
different  Instances  of  a  similar  nature,  the 
House  was  prorogued  or  dissoWed  before 
the  question  was  fairly  brought  to  issue, 
and  thps^  proroffatiom  seemed  to  have 
been  oontriirfd  tor  the. purpose  of  extri- 
cating the  Hoi|se  from  a  difficulty. '  He 
thought  the  committee  appeared  to  la- 
bour tQo  much  to  answer  the  arguments 
of  anonymous  publications. 

The  Mtonuy  Gaiaral  thought  the  House 
bad  acted  rightly  in  referring  to  the  Con^- 
mittee  the  points  they  did,  and  that  the , 
Committee  had  very  properlv  entered 
follv  into  the  consideration  of  these  points 
intheB^portthey  bad  given,  which  he  be- 
lieved would  beequally  satisfactory  to  the 
House  and  the  country  at  large. 

Mr.  Lcckhart  said,  that  it  was  most  evi- 
dent there  were  cases  when  the  House 
must  resort  to  a  court  of  law«  For  ex- 
ample, if  one  of  their  officers  had  heen 
murdered  when  in  the  exiecution  of  his 
dMty,  it  was  ipost  clear  that  they  bad  no 
privileges  by  which  the  crime  q{  murder 
90uld  be  adequately  pmiished  ;  and  tbere- 
fiwf ,  in  that  case  they  must  appeal  m  a 
court  of  law*  He  did  not  conceive  that 
it  was  derogatory  to  their  dignity  to  plead 
to  an  action  in  a  court  of  law,  as  it  was 
onlV  shewing  to  the  court  the  authority 
under  which  the  committal  was  made. 

'Mr.  MlUot  thought  that  the  House  ought 
to  have  committeid  the  pemonf  concerned 
in  the  process ;  and  that  they  might  hav/e 
an  .opportunity  of  considering  the  report 
matnrely«  supported  the  adjournment. 

The  question  for  laying  the  report  upon 
the  table  waa  then,  farrled  without  .♦di- 
vision. 

Mr.  Horur  thoa  ipse  to  move  the  ra- 
f^mmiUal  of  the  lefwurt,  with  9>  V^^  ai- 
(orwAT^  Jko  mpre  j^folulji^ps  4a^to9tQi]r 
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of  the   existence   of  the   prifilege     to 
the    utmost  extent    to    which   it    bad 
heen  claimed.    The  more   he  xonaider* 
ed  the  objections  which  he   had    m   ^ 
former  occasion  stated  to  the  report,  the 
strqi^ger  th^y^pp^ed  to  hi^mind.     He 
o^bjecipd  to  the  remrence  to  the  authority 
of  ^f  urtf  of  law,  and  to  the  ado^i^ton  of 
the  existence  of  the  f^^vilese  on  the  part 
of  the  Hou^  of  Peers.    He  objected  to 
the  argument  founded  upon  the  aiulogoua 
proceedings  of  courts  of  law.    The  au- 
thority of  the  common  law  courts  to  pro- 
ceedby  summary  attachment,  was  founds 
ed  on  immemorial  usage  ;  that  of  par- 
liament could  not  rest  oi|  any  suoh  fcwiida* 
iion.    He  thought  these  matters  extrane* 
oua,  and  calculatod  only  to  throw  a  doubt 
upon  the  existence  of  the  privile^i  which 
doubt  might  have  thc^  ipost  pernicious  ef* 
feet    at   m    future    period,  if   the   tima 
should    ever,  arrive    when    the   crown 
miffht  find  it  CQpvenient   to  join  a  po* 
puuur   clamour    against    the    Houao    of 
Commons.    All  this  irrelevant  matter  he 
thought  ought  to  be  struck  out.  '  He  con* 
cludad  by  moving.  That  the  report  be  re* 
committed. 

Mr.  WUhaforcc,  after  stating,  that  from 
his  parliamentary  experience,  he  was  con* 
vinced  that  therf  was  on  both  sides  of  the 
House  a  sincere  disposition  to  promote  the 
public  good,  argued  against  the  motion  of 
the  last  ppeaker  on  the^  grounds,  that  the 
references  to  which  the  hon.  gent,  bad  al- 
luded, were  not  stated  as  the  foundation  of 
the  privilege,  but  to  shew  the  people  of 
this  country  thet  the  wisest  and  best 
authorities  admitted  that  the  House  had  the 
privilege  which  was  questioned;  that  in 
this  free  constitution  it  was  not  alone  suf- 
ficient to  convince  persons  of  great  learn- 
ing and^  deep  research ;  but  that  jt  waa 
i^saportant  also  tq  satisfy  mv>y  jrespeptahle 
people  who  might  he  led  to  countenance, 
in  eliect,  a  g^ost  miscbiefouf  attack  on  the 
privileges  of  the  House.  The  ol^ject  pf 
theCommittee4heirefore,had  been,  to  com- 
pile the  report  in  plain  and  popular  lan- 
guage, and  to  shew  that  the  proceedings 
of  we  Hov^  was  conformable  to  those  in 
the  common  la)fv  courts,  wbifh  c^nstit^t^ 
theglor^  pt  the  covntry.  He  did  not 
thin^this  would  have  any  Pudency  to 
bring  the  privilege  into  doubt. 

MTf  Mrangfimn  said,  thftt  though  he  car- 
ried hi<  i4«^  of  the  ^lece^Mity  qf  ^P"* 
v^leoss.sf  far  as  his  hon.  friends  and 
wonlp  always  oppoee  any  declaratory  pro- 
ceedjnges  tending  not  tp  j(eiitoT^»outto 
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raise  donbh,  )fA,  lie  tiked  bis  bon.  IViendt 
wbether  tbey  did  not  belieye  tbftt  tbere 
Vfere  k  gre«t  nomber  of  most  repectable 
people,  wbo  at  present  doubted  the  ex- 
istence of  the  necessity  of  die  priTilege ; 
persons  who  were  entitled  to  consideration, 
and  whom  it  wui  the  truest  wisdom  to  con- 
ciliate: He  thought  that  the  House  oughttof 
go  all  reasonable^  lengths  to  satisfy  the 
people,  that  they  would  nerer  onneces* 
aarily  and  wantonly  exercise  pririleges 
that  might  be  toiSconstnied.  The  House 
could  never  sufier  in  the  estimation  of  the 
country,  but  through  its  own  acts;  and 
they  could  only  bring  themsehres  into 
contempt  by  waging  a  war,  in  which  eten 
success  ,  would  be  ruin ;  for  what  would 
their  boasted  priTileges  ^Tail  if  they  for- 
feited the  con6dence  of  the  people.  He 
earnestly  intreated  the  House,  therefore,  to 
consider  the  duty  which  they  owed  to 
their  constituents  ;  the  duty  of  modera-r 
tion,  and  to  make  allowance  for  the  fer- 
ment i^htch  existed  in  the  public  mind. 

Mr.  CtV.  Wym  said«  that  the  amend- 
ment was'not  intended  to  reject  the  rejiort, 
but  that  it  should  be  recommitted,  as' the 
report  was  not  correct  He  thought  it 
below  them  to  enter  into  controYeny  with 
the  speakers  of  the  common  council,  or 
those  of  th^  Crown  and  Anchor.  He 
would  support  the  amendment. 

After  some  fcrther  conrersatlon  the 
Beport  was  ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  Ubie, 
"and  to  be  printed. 
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sous  a  OP  coMiffoi^s. 
Tkund^,  Ma^  24. 

[Ktrg's  Message  ees^ecting 
•p  CaBDiT.]    The  Chancellor  of  the  'El- 
chequer  presented  the  following  Message 
from  his  Majesty.  ^ 

<'  G.  i{.  His  Majesty,  relying  on  the 
experienced  zeal  and  auction  ofhis  faith- 
ful Commons,  and  considering  that  it  may 
be  of  very  great  importance  to  provide  for 
such  emergencies  as  may  arise,  tm^  that 
this  House  will  enable  him  to  take  such 
measures  as  may  be  necessary  to  disap- 
point or  defeat  any  enterprises  or  designs 
of  his  enemies,  and  as  the  exigencies  of 
albirs  may  require.    G.  A." 

The  said  Message  was  referred  to  the 
committee  of  supply. 

ISia  George  Sreb.]  Sir  Jdkn  Vtigpm, 
pursuant  to  his  notice,  brought  fofward  his 
motion  relative  to  the  compensation  given 
to  sir  George  Shee,  to  whom  the  place  of 
receiver-general  of  taxes  in  Ireland  had 
been  (granted  in  aversion  in  the  year  I 
1802,  sir  Henry  "  -   - 


time  in  potoessibh  of  the  cAic^.  The  righl 
hon.  baronet  eiitetad  into  a  variety  of  de* 
tails  tOL  sbew  the  compensation  was  higher 
than  necessary,  and  concluded  by  moving 
— ^'  That  it  was  the  opinion  of  that  House, 
tbat  the  grant  of  compensation  to  the  re- 
ceiver-general in  Ireland  was  in  itself  re^ 
prehensible,  and  a  dereliction  of  duty  in 
the  Irishffovernment.'' 

Mr.  W.  Pdk  spoke  at  leng^  in  justifi- 
cation of  the  Irisn  government,  ^espcctlnfip 
the  transaction  alluded  to,  a|id  contended 
that  the-  compensation  was  not  more  thaa 
sir  G.  Shee  was  justly  entitled  to.  Ht 
also  vindicated  the  share  his  brother  lord 
Wellington  had  in  Ae  transaction,  from 
the  charges  made  by  the  right  hon.  hart. 

Mr.  dwendkh  Brad$hmo  explahied  the 
manner  in  which  the  balances  of  sir  Henry 
CaTendish  had  been  discharged. 

Mr.  W,  Pole  felt  it  due,  in  justice  to  rir 
Henry  Cavendish,  to  state,  tliat  his  ba- 
lanc<s  had  Jbeen  paid  off  with  the  greaten 
ponctiiality. 

Mr.  Foster  and  Mr.  Croker  bore  equal 
testimony  to  the  celerity  with  which  the 
balances  of  sir  Henry  Cavendish  h^  been 
paid  in. 

Mr.  W,  SbisrA*  tbouritt  it  a  monstrons  po- 
sition to  maintain,  that  any  one  had  a 
legal  ri^ht  to  use  the  public  money  ibr 
their  pnvate  gain. 

Mr.  Bankti  qnOttd  an  observation  of 
lord  Kenydn  to  the  same  eflbct.  He  taally 
thooffht  that  in  that  House  there  was  ge- 
nerally too  j^reat  a  solicitude  ibr  the  inte« 
rest  of  individuats,  and  too  great  a  disre- 
gard for  the  interest  of  the  public.  'He 
thought  that  it  Was  too  much  Che  custom 
of  government' on  both  sides  of  the  water 
to  consider  offices  more  as  fbingscreated 
for  the  benefit  of  the  individual  Who  held 
them,  than  for  the  good«  of  the  pnblict 
He  thought  no  man  bad  a  right  to  claim 
compensation  merely  for  abstaining  from 
abuses. 

The  ChOHcMfr  tf  file  Stdkqver  thought 
the  hon.  gent  had  spoken  too  barshly  of 
persons  who  followed  the  custom  of  their 
predecessors  in  ofiice.  If  any  great  seve- 
rity or  rigour  was  to  be  used  with  respect 
to  receivefsof  public  money,  tbey  should, 
at  least  have  folr  notice  ot  it,  and  their 
characters  ought  not  to  be  branded  for 
acting  hi  a  manner  that  they  conceived 
legal,  and  according  to  the  custom  of  their 
predecessors  in  office.  He  attacked  with 
great  warmth  the  opinion  delivered  by 
Uie  hon.  gent,  that  government  consider- 
ed offices  more  with  respect  to  the  MM* 
being  at'tfaat  ^  dual  who  was  to  get  them,  than  the  inte- 
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rest  of  the  coimtry.  He  tbonghi  this  the 
seferest  attack  he  bad  erer  beard  in  that 
House  against  men  in  office,  and  it  came 
with  peculiar  severity  from  an  authority 
so  respectable  as  the  hon.  gent.  For  his 
part,  he  disclaimed  any  such  idea  of  of- 
B(kn,  and  would  confess  himself  unworthy 
of  continuing  a  moment  in  office,  if  he  did 
entertain  such  an  idea. 

Mr.  Bimbes,  in  explanation,  said,  that  he 
apoke  of  government  in  general,  and  did 
not  mean  either  to  allude  to  the  right  hon. 
gent.,  nor  to  the  chief  governor  of  Ireland, 
Ihe  duke  of  Richmond^  whom  he  most 
hishly  respected. 

Mr.  H.  thornum  thought,  that  by  the 
strict  law  no  compensation  was  due. 

Mr.  Foster  said,  that  when  he  came  into 
oi}ice,  it  was  a  few  days  before  the  death 
of  sir  H.  Cavendish,  and  he  found  there 
was  a  balance  of  no  less  than  330,0001,  in 
his  hands.  This  balance  he,  of  course, 
felt  it  his  duty  immediately  to  call  for. 
Sir  George  Shee,  who  was  afterwards  ap- 
|x>inted  to  the  place,  was  no  political  friend 
of  his,  and  he  could  have  no  reason  to  pro- 
|>08e  the  compensation  except  a  sense  of 
duty.  The  fact  was,  that  independent  of 
the  use  of  public  money,  there  was,  by  old 
custom,  a  percentage  given  to  the  re- 
jceiver«general  for  the  sums  he  received 
from  the  collectors.  It  was  for  this  per 
centagOy  that  he  advised  the  compensation, 
which  vvas  1,300/.  a  year;  whereas  the 
per  centage  produced  double. 

A  long  conversation  then  took  place,  in 
which  Mr.  6.  Johnstone,  Mr.  W.  Fitz- 
j^erald,  the  SoUcitor«Reneral,  Mr.  Marry- 
»tt,  Mr.  Long,  and  Mr.  Wilberforce,  took 
a  share. 

Sir  John  Newport,  in  his  reply,  utterly 
denied  that  there  was  any  old  custom  even 
about  the  per  centage.  As  the  place  had 
Veen  abolished  in  1 792  by  statute,  on  its 
revival  it  musi  be  considered  as  anew 
office.' 

The  House  then  divided— For  the  mo- 
tion 48;  Against  it  99;  Majority  5^1. 
^    [Stamp  Duties  Bill.]    On  the  order 
of  the  day  for  receiving  the  report  of  this 
Bill, 

Mr.  TUrney  roie  to  object  to  the  motion. 
He  knew  he  was  talcing  an  unpopular  side 
of  the  question.  It  was  said  the  opposition 
were  disaopointed  at  .finding  the  Chan- 
.celior  of  the  'Exchequer  proposed  laying 
on  no  new  taxes,  and  were  disposed  to  har- 
rassministers,oB  that  account.  Forhimself^ 
he  could  say  that  he  did  not  oppose  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  because  he 


laid  on  no  new  taxes,  but  becaose  to 
it  he  resorted  to  a  new  system— a  systeu 
never -heard  of  before  without  giving  good 
and  sufficient  reasons  for  so  doing.  The 
project  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
was  that  980,000/.  for  the  service  of  this 
year  should  be  charged  on  the  consoli- 
dated fund.  The  grounds  on  which  he 
had  defended  this  plan  were,  that  baviag 
in  180S  laid  on  taxes  which  produce^  up- 
wards of  1,200,000/.  instead  of  106^000/. 
which  they  w«re  expected  to  produce,  be 
thought  he  had  a  right  to  apply  the  tor- 

£lns  to  the  service  of  this  year.     The  right 
on.  gent.,  it  was  true,  had  called  the  at- 
tention of  the  House  to  the  subject  ia  a 
particular  manner,  and  desired  them  to 
examine  and  criticise  it  as  it  might  de- 
serve.   This  was  what  he  wished  to  do. 
Whatever  trenched  upon  the  consolidated 
fund  was  at  war  with  the  principle  of  rais- 
ing as  large  a  sum  as  possible  within  the 
present  year.    That  principle  had  been 
approved  of  by  Mr.  ritt,  Mr.  Addingtoo, 
and  lord  Henry  Petty,  and  it  remained 
for  the  present  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer to   break  in  upon  it.    The  conse- 
quences of  such  an  innovation  might  be  of 
a  serious  nature.    So  averse  vras  Mr.  Ad- 
dington  to  impoverishing  the  coiublidated 
fund,  that  in  1802,  rather  than  do  it  he 
laid  on  new  •■  taxes ;  and  the  late  adminis- 
tration, rather  than  trench  on  jthat  fond, 
had  incurred  the  unpopularity  of  raising 
the  property  tax  from  six  and  a  fourth  to 
ten  per  cent.     The  consolidated  fund  was 
established  by  Mr.  Pitt  in  1786,  and  it  did 
him  great  credit.    In  all  his  difficulties, 
and  they  were  very  great,  he  never  laid 
violent  hands  on  the  consolidated  fund,  but 
resorted  to  any  expedient  to  preserve  that 
inviolate.     He  (Mr.   T.)  did   not  know 
whether  the  surplus  of  the  consolidated 
fund  amounted  to  four,  five,  or  six  mil- 
lions ;  but  the  surplus  should  every  year 
bear  some  proportion  to  the  taxation.    If, 
in  1792,  the  surplus  amounted  to  two  mil- 
lions and  a  half^  it  was  not  extravagant 
now  to  expect  it  would  be  five  millions. 
Of  this  however  he  had  no  very  sanguine 
expectations.    He  begged  the  House  al- 
ways to  bear  in  mind,  that  the  produce  of 
the  taxes  which  now  swelled  the  conso- 
lidated fund  would  not  be  so   great  in 
times  of  peace.     He  thought  it  his  duty 
therefore  to  implore  the  House  to  consider 
what  they  did,  before  they  by  any  act 
diminished   the   consolidated  nind*     He 
would  take  a  view  of  the  last  five  years  to 
see  how  it  stood.    In  1805  and  0  there 
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ifmrt  ftfti  imd  cfficieMi  taxes  laid  on.  In 
1 807,  H.  and  0,  there  were  bardhr  any* 
The  chargtf  en  the  contolidtted  food  in 
those  five  years  amoonted  to  S/fSQfiOTL 
The  produce  of  the  taxes  to  meet  those 
charges  was  6,437 ,5()0/.  ^leaving  a  sorplos 
of  no  more  than  706,000/.  But  it  might 
be  said  wbv  did  he  select  •those  five  years? 
He  wu  willing  to  tak^  Arom  the  begiooing 
of  the  war,  hot  from  a  paper  before  the 
House  it  appeared  there  was  a  deBcieney 
of  3 1 4,000/.  in  the  years  1 905  and  6.  To 
make  good  that  deficiency  they  were 
obliged  to  go  to  the  surplus  of  1008,  so 
that  taking  980,000/.  from  Che  coosolidaN 
ed  fund,  as  proposed  by  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  it  would  be  found  thai 
there  was  but  a  aurplus  of  706,000/.  to 
meet  this  new  charge.  From  the  esta* 
blishment  of  the  fund  in  1786,  there  never 
before  was  so  low  an  excess  of  taxes  car- 
ried to  the  fund  in  five  years.  If  he  were 
to  take  the  state  of  the  consolidated  fond 
from  1 802,  the  surplus  would  be  1 ,287,000/. 
From  this,  dedocting  970,000/.  as  propoa- 
ed  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exciieqoer, 
the  total  of  the  remaining  sorplos  would 
be  317,000/.  To  such  a  proposition  he 
thought  no  rational  roan  could  agree,  as  it 
waa  evident  the  consolidated  fund  could 
not  bear  the  charge.  £very  Idan  bill  Jiad 
a  claoie  charging  the  payment  of  the  loan 
on  the  consolidated  food,  thus  giving  Be« 
cority  lo  the  lenders  en  that  fund.  The 
project  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer, he  contended,  went  to  evade  the 
36th  of  his  present  majesty,  and  place  the 
sinking  fond  in  jeopardy.'  A  variety  of 
oJier  evils  would  arise  from  entertaining 
the  project  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex* 
chequer.  If  the  whole  aurplus  arose  from 
taxes  laid  on  by  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  be  wouM  not  admit  that  he 
had  a  right  so  to  draw  &n  the  consolidated 
fond,  though,  m  that  case,  ,he  would  have 
a  show  of  reason  on  his  side,  which,  ia  the 
present  instance,  waa  wantisig.  Asa  roan, 
he  would  refer  the  sobject  to  the  Chancel- 
tor  of  the  Exchequer  himself;  and  if  he 
did  not  come  down  (aa  a  member  of  par^ 
Itameot,)  and  say  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Sxehequer  oogw  father  to  lay  on  taxes' 
to  the  amoDot  of  75O,0O(V.  be  (Mn  T.) 
waa  aa  much  mistaken  aa  ever  he  was  in 
his  lifo.  He  did  not  wish  that  neir  taxes 
sboold  be  laid  oo,  he  wished  some  other 
means  of  meeting  the  exigeociea.  of  the 
case  might  be  demised ;  sbMld  some  other 
plan  b^  proposed,  though  it  osiffht  not 
meet  with  his  csrtinf  appiobaltoi^  be  pto« 
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mised  the  right  hon.  gent,  that  he  would 
not  harrass  him  with  uselea  opposition. 
He  then  went  on  to  censure  the  proposed 
plan,  ,whicb  he  -condemned  in  terms  of 
strong  reprobation.  He  was  not  placed  in 
a  pleasant  sitoation,  when  he  differed  with 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  in  qot 
imposing  new  taxes.  The  right  hon.  gent, 
had  done  nothing ;  be  haid  completely 
lived  on  the  last  administration :  and  fo^ 
the  purpose  of  delusion  he  was  evading  a 
taxation,  which  must'oome  again  upon  the 
people  with  aggravated  pressure.  The 
whole  of  his  taxes  laid  on  in  1808  pro* 
doced  only  320,000/.  it  was  notunreasoii* 
able  to  ask  what  he  had  done  in  the  space 
of  almost  four  years«  He  bad  been  nmst 
fortunate,  but  at  the  same  time  was  fatall/ 
extravagant.  Before  the  bill  was  adopt* 
tdg  he  implored  the  House  to-^consider 
matorely  every  circuoaatance  and  every 
objection  he  haid  urged. 

Mr.  JZosr  observed,  that  the  right  hon; 
gent,  had  totolly  misconceived  the  stale* 
ments  of  his  rigbt  hon.  friend.  The  son 
of  1,200,000/.  partly  arose  from  the  new 
and  partly  •from  the  old  taxeSb  Theio 
was  besides  an  abgmentaiion  on  duties  of 
20,00^.  No  one  met  deficieneies  with 
more  firmness  and  resolution  than  «Mr. 
Addington  did,  particularly  in  1802,  when 
he  imposed  new  taxes.  It  was  the  doto- 
of  ministers  to  prepare  for  the  worat  if 
they  werrto  take  the  war  uxes,  he  asked« 
could  it  not  be  learned,  by  a  simple  com* 

Sutation,  how  short  a  way  they  would  go  ? 
Retrenchment  should  certainly  be  made« 
but  then  it  ought  to  be  consistent  with  tho 
safety  of  the  country.  The  right  hon* 
gent,  said  that  the  minister  had  broken 
the  system  established  by  Mr.  Pitt.  On 
the  contrary,  he  was  convinced  that  he 
would  have  acted  in  the  same  way,  which 
assertion  was  corroborated  by  the  last 
conversation  he  had  with  him,  which  waa 
on  that  sobfect4  He  denied  that  his  right 
hon.  friend  was  evading  the  spirit  or 
letter  x)f  the  act  under  which  the  conso* 
lidated  fund  waa  esUblished,  by  the  mea^ 
sures  in  discussion.  Having  drawn  up 
that  act  himself,  he  could  speak  to  it  with 
more  certainty—he  could  say  that  hia 
only  object,  and  that  of  his  deceased 
friend  (Mr.  Pitt)  was  to  prdvidOf  that  that 
fond  should  be  sofficient  to  answer  tho 
char^  open  it  But  thoae  charges  being 
provided  lor,  there  was  no  intention  what- 
ever  to  prevent  parliament  from  applying 
the  sorplos  in  any  manner  that  might  bo 
dodmed  expedieotto  ineet  the  eftigeaciee 
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of  the  public  service.  In  that  way  the 
proposition  before  the  House  went  to  ap- 
propriate the  sarplus  of-  a  tax  which  ex- 
ceeded its  original  estimate  ;  and  if  his 
vight  hon.  friend  had  not  so  applied  that 
excess,  instead  of  imposing  any  new  taxes, 
he  should  haye  thought  his  conduct  de* 
eerring  of  censure. 

Mr.  Tkmey  in  explanation,  stated,  that 
he  did  not  say  that  he  approved  of  taking 
the  war  taxes. 

Mr.  Huskiuon  agreed  nfi  the  arguments 
of  the  right  hon.  gent.  He  was  conrinced 
thitt  the  salvation  of  the  country  depended 
on  the  retrenchment  of  establishments, 
and  on  making  exertions  to  bring  the 
loan  of  the  year  within  the  stoking  fund. 
The  hon.  gent,  then  entered  into  a  detail 
of  financial  difficulties*  from  the  year 
1797  to  1810.  He  wished  to  see  the 
amoont  of  the  loan,  and  the  sinking  fund 
equalized ;  the  proportion  the  surplus  of 
the  consolidated  fund  bore  to  the  whole 
ought  also  to  be  looked  into.  He  hoped 
the  House  would  allow  that  there  was  a 
naterial  difference  between  improvement 
and  taxation. 

The  Chancellor  qfthe  Exchequer  declared 
he  never  rose  with  more  confidence  to 
justify,  the  conduct  of  any  measure  than 
he  did  on  the  present  occasion ;  and  in- 
deed he  felt  in  his  mind  the  strongest 
conviction  that  if  his  illustrions  and  la^ 
mented  friend  was  now  to  stand  in  the 
place  he  so  unworthily  filled,  he  would 
have  availed  himself  of  the  expedient  he 
had  resorted  to.  When  the  riffht  hon. 
gent,  said  that  he  had  varied  from  the 
principles  of  Mr.  Addineton,  that  he  had 
violated  the  sinking  fund,  he  was  totally 
unfounded  in  such  assertions.  He  would 
assure  the  right  lion.  gent,  that  when  he 
stated  that  he  had  acted  contrary  to  the 
practices  of  Mr.  Addington  and  Mr.  Pitt, 
ne  did  not  recollect  that  he  was  in  a. situa- 
tion in  which  they  never  were,  and  this 
he  would  confidently  maintain.  Before, 
he  proceeded,  he  wished  to  make  a  few 
observations  on.  what  had  fallen  from  the 
richt  hon.  gent,  opposite  (Mr.  Tierney) 
mnd  I  lis  hon.  friend  who  had  just  sat  down. 
tH>  far  from  thinking  the  right  hon.  gent, 
hostile  to  his  measures,  he  did  not  blame 
him  for  accepting  the  challenge  he  had 
thrown  out.  The  situation  of  the  country 
had  been  adverted  to,  he  '^vas  certain  it 
was  not  the  intention  of  his  hon.  friend 
(Mr.  Huskissoo)  to  create  a  gloom  in  the 
mind  of  the  House  or  of  the  country ;  he 
was  confident  it  was  not  his  ritm,  bat 


unfortunately  his  assi^rtions  had  that  tenw 
dency,  and  'had  jprodnoed  in  the  public 
mind  the  idea  that  from  the  state  of  our 
finances  we  were  not  able  to  carry  on  the 
war;  however,  it  most  be  obvious,  even 
from  the  enumeration  of  various  difiiculties 
and  the  means  pointed  out  for  meeting 
them,  that  such-  a  circumstance  was  im- 
possible.     It  had  been  stated,  that  the 
excise  duty  was  oppressive  to  manofac- 
tore,  but  this  was  falsified  by  the  state  of 
trade,  which,  on  the  contrary,  exhibited 
a  great  increase  and  progreu;  nothing 
therefore  in  the  actual  state  of  the  coun- 
try coald  justify  this  observation.    The 
right  hon.  gent  opposite  seemed  to  hare 
assumed  as  a  principle  that  it  ought  to  be 
principally  the  object  of  ministers  to  look 
to  the  increase  of  the  consolidated  fond. 
In  this  he  was  not  right.    He  beeged  the 
Honse  to  attend  to  the  progress  of  we  funds 
which  he  would  now  bring  before  them, 
and  he  trosted  and  anticipated  that  from 
that  the  difierence  between  his  sitoatioit 
and  that  of  Mr.  Addmgtoa,  and  Mr.  Pitt, 
woold  appear  manifest.    In  the  year  1792, 
the  3  per  cents*  were  00  and  a  fraction ; 
in  the  next  year,  1705»  they  came  down 
to  11  \  ;  shortly  afler  the  war  broke  one 
they  then  were  75,  and  at  the  end  of  the 
year  wfre  74.    llie  ensuing  year  they 
were  75|:  in  1705  they  fell  so  low  as 
05 ;  they  rose  for  a  short  time,  but  in  the 
year  1707  they  were  55,  and  in  1708, 
45f    When  Mr.  Pitt  fbnnd  this  to  be  the 
state  of  the  funds  he  was  obliged  to  borrow 
at  the  rate  of  10  per  cent.    Even  with 
this  he  found  It  impossible  to  proceed  as 
his  means  were  so  reduced.    The  year 
1707  was  the  first  of  the  progress  or  the 
Income  tax ;  from  that  time  the  price  of 
stocks  increased;  and  in  the  year  1801 
they  were  at  02}.    Having  raised  the  in* 
come  tax,  Mr.  Pitt  charged  on  it  the  loan 
of  the  year.    When  Mr.  Addington  suc- 
ceeded, he  carried  the  amount  of  debt 
charged  upon  the  income  tax  to  fif^y-seven 
millions.    The  manner  in  which  he  acted 
with  respect  to  the  war  taxes  was  but  fol- 
lowing the  example  and  the  practice  of 
Mr.  Pitt.    Mr.  Addington  in  1802  boldly 
met  the  great  debt  of  57  millions ;  he  laid 
on  new  taxes,  and  in  180S  the  3  per  cents 
were  at  73  and  a  fraction.    The  present 
war  followed ;  in  1 804  the  3  per  cents,  had 
fallen  to  bQ ;  woold  then  Mr.  Addington 
have  done  vrisely  if  he  had  not  adopted 
the  principles  of  Mr.  Pitt,  in  1804,  5,  the 
stockA  were  at  59,  in  1800  at  00,  in  1807 
OO  and  a  fraction,  and  that  was  the  state  ia 
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which  they  were  found  when  the  present 
ad  miDistration  comipettced*  -  In  the  course 
of  three  years  they  hate  i«crea«cd  to  70^; 
yesterday  he  believed  they  were  72 ;  yet 
was  he  supposed  to  act  on  a  contrary  prin- 
ciple to  Mr.  Pitt.  This  statement  most 
however  shew  distinctly  the  difference  of 
their  sitaation.  To  the  manner  in  which 
lord  Sidmoath  met  his  difficulties  he  bore 
the  highest  testimony.  But  it  had  like- 
wise been  said  that  he  had  departed  from 
the  line  of  conduct  which  was  pursued  by 
the  noble  lord  who  pre^ded  him;  th» 
proposition  however  was  different  from 
the  resolution  of  the  noble  lord,  which  had< 
been  entered  on  the  journals.  If  the  right 
hon«  gent,  opposite  thought  that  the  con- 
solidated fund  was  to  be  nourished  in  time 
of  WW,  he  ni^ost  have  been  absent  from 
the  House  when  that  resolution  was  passed. 
On  the  contrary,  that  resolutioD  vftnt  to 
the  establishment  of  a  principle  of  making 
the  surplus  of  the  consolidated  fond  rea- 
sonably available  for  the  service  of  future 
years.  Such  at  least  was  the  princ^le  of 
the  resolution  of  the  noble  lord  in  1 807» 
which  was,  that  there  should  be  laid  he- 
fore  the  House  the  net  amount  of  the  pro- 
duce of  the  ta^es  of  the  three  preceding 
yean,  and  then  an  average  of  the  surplus  of 
the  consolidated  fond  for  the  three  ensuing ; 
and.  if  an  increase  was  found  iliatit  should 
be  applicable  to  the  burden  of  the  new 
loan.  Did  the  right  hon;  gent.,  maintain 
that  the  noble  lord  did  not  wish  the  sur- 
plus of  the  consolidated  fund  to  be  touch- 
ed, when  in  his  resolution  he  approved  of 
doing  BO  ?— -(Hear !  hear !)  He  was  anii- 
otts  till  he  beard  how  such  extremes  could 
be  reconciled ;  and  be  was  persuaded  that 
parliament  would  not  revise  its  sanction  to 
a  measure,  which,  while  it  violated  no 
principle,  provided  for  thepublic  esigeney 
vrithont  any  increase  of  taxation  upon  the 
people. 

Mr.  Huskmom  explained,  and  defended 
himself  against  the  charge  of  having  said 
any  thing  which  should  discourage  or  de- 
ppess  the  country. 

Mr.  TImigr  then  spoke  in  reply.  He 
maintained  that  the  chancellor  of  the  ex- 
chequer had  not  driven  him  froik  a  single 
point  with  which  he  set  out.  He  repeated 
all  his  fbraser  arguments,  and  impressed 
strongly  upon  the  House  the  importance 
of  the  qaestion»  and  represented  the  dan- 
gerous consequences  of  the  new  system. 
The  ri^t  hon.  g^nt.  should  have  followed 
tbo  course  that  bad  been  uniformly  pur- 
soed*  or,  at  least,  sboold  bare  been  pre- 


pared with  better  re^uons  to  justify  his 
departure  from  it,  than  hie  had  been  able 
to  produce  that  night. 

After  a  few  Words  from  Mr.  Batkuni  in 
support  of  the  bill,  the  House  divided,  when 
there  appeared.  Ayes  117;  Noes  53; 
Majority,  G4. 


^        HOUSE   OF   COMMONS. 

Friday,  May  25. 

[Petition  from  the  Livery  of  Lon- 
don, FOR  THE  RELEASE  OF  SiR  F.  BuRDETT,' 

&C.]  Mr.  Alderman  CSom^  presented  an 
humble  Address,  Petition^  and  Remon- 
strance of  the  Lord  Mayor,  Aldermen, 
and  Livery  of  London  in  Common  Hall 
assembled,  the  21st  day  of  May  1810; 
setting  forth  : 

''*Tbat  the  Lord  Mayor^  AMermen,  and 
Livery  of  the  city  of  London,  in  Common 
Hall  assembled,  have  witnessed,  with  grief 
and  surprise,  the  rejection  by  th^  House  of 
their  late  Address,  Petition,  and  Remon- 
strance ,;  and  they  b(eg  leave  humbly  to 
declare*  that  in  the  suiement  it  set  forth 
of  their  complaints  and  grievances,  it  was 
their  anxious  wish  to  preserve  every  pos- 
sible respect  consistent  with'  the  honest, 
and«  as  the  Petitioners  then  trusted,  the 
constitutional  expression  of  their  iienti- 
nients:  discooragingassuch  rejection  may 
be  supposed,  the  Petitioners^anaot  forego 
the  indisputable  right  they  possess,  nor 
abandon  the  duties  they  owe  to  themselves ' 
and  their  country,  of  once  more  intreating 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  heavy 
calamities  which  alHrct  them  ;  the  Pe- 
titioners have  beheld,  with  indescribable 
concern,  the  extraordinary  power  assumed 
and  exercised  by  the  Hou^e,  in  the  arrest 
and  imprisonment  of  Mr.  John  Gale  Jones 
and  Sir  Francis  Burdett,  a  power  which, 
in  their  humble  conception,  appears  in- 
consistent with  the  free  principles  of  the 
English  constitution  ;  and  that,  when  the 
Petitioners  contemplate  this  power,  exeo^' 
plified  as  it  has  been  in  the  afflicting  in- 
stances they  have  lAentioned ;  when  they 
consider  the  numerous  wroncs  of  which 
they  have  so  long  complained,  and  which 
still  remain  unredressed  ;  when  they  ob-' 
serve  th^  enormous  frauds,  abuses,  cor- 
ruption, and  peculation,  which  have  so 
long  and  notoriously  existed  ;  when  they 
mark  the  excessive  point  to  which  taxation 
has  been  strained  ;  when  they  review  the 
series  of  military  enterprises,  which, 
after  immense  Mcrifices  of  blood,  honour, 
and  treasure,  have  led  only  to  disgrace 
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^oA  disatter ;  wben  they  have  seen  tb« 
authors  of  our  public  calamitiea  not  only 
escape  with  impunity,  but  'retain  their 
pificial  situations,  they  are  convinced  that 
all  tbese  deplorable  evils  are  produced  by 
causes  constant  ak|d  irresistible  in  their 
efiect,  anri  that  the  root  of  all  their  com* 
plaints  and  ^riey^nces  is  to  be  found  in 
the  defective  state  of  the  Representation 
of  the  people  in  the  House  ;  and  the  Pe- 
titioners cannot  but  recollect,  that,  in  the 
course  of  the  last  session  of  parliament, 
events  took  place  in  the  HousCj  such  as 
they  may  venture  to  say  neyer  before  oc* 
curred  in  the  history  of  parliament ;  of- 
fences were  said  'to  have  been  committetl, 
against  the  House  of  Commons,  which, 
from  the  earliest  period  of  our  parlia- 
mentary annals,  by  common  consent,  by 
positive  laws>  bv  uniform  and  consistent 
usage,  have  at  all  times  been  proclaimed 
the  highest  offences  that  can  be  committed 
against  the  dignity  of  the  House  of  Q6u^ 
mens ;  it  was  admitted  by  lord  Castle- 
xeagh,  upon  a  charge  exhibited  against  him 
tp  that  effect,  that,  being  an  official  mi« 
lister  of  the  crown,  he  had  attempted  to 
employ  his  ministerial  patronage  in  pro- 
curing a  seat  in  the  House  ;  it  was  ten- 
dered in  proof  to  the  House,  that  the  right 
hon.  Spencer  Perceval,  another  minister 
of  state,  had,  in  conjunction  witb  lord 
Castle^eagh,  through  the  secretary  to  the 
treasury,  Mr.  Henry  Wellesley,  another 
ipoiember  of  the  House,  actually  sold  ano- 
ther seat  in  the  House  ;  yet,  in  both  these 
cases  of  admitted  enormity  against  the 
justice  and  dignity  of'  the  House,  the 
House  did  not  appear  to  the  petitioners  to 
^dopt  any  nieasurc  of  punishment ;  they 
therefore  humbly  submit,  that  it  is  to  them 
^natter  of  thp  most  alarming  reflection, 
when  they  observe  the  House  so  indulgent 
Vrhen  they  are  insulted  by  the  corrupt 
servants  of  the  crown,  and  so  anstere 
when  they  think  themselves  oflfended  by 
the  advocates  for  the  jiist  rishts  and  liber- 
ties of  the  people ;  and  the  petitioners 
f^irther  feel  it  their  doty  to  state  openly 
iind  frankly  to  the  House,  that,  upon  the 
matters  above  referred  to,  as  well  as  upon 
various  decisions  of  the  House  respecting^ 
great  and  vital  questions  to  the  state,  it  i& 
their  firm  conviction  that  the  people  of 
t^is  Ian<l,  and  their  representatives,  are  of 
i»pinions  directly  opposite ;  and  that, 
without  reierring  to  otbrr  facts  and  circum* 
stances  universally  known  and  admitted, 
as  to  the  inadequate  state  of  the  repreaenp 
tmont  aAd  themodea  ofubtainiog  teataiD 


^e  House,  the  Petitioners  feel  theiiiaelT«9 
called  upon  huqibly  to  observe  that,  whea 
they  view  these  flagrant  breaches  of  fcbe 
constitution;  when  they  perceive  tb^ 
power  of  the  House  directed  against  thoee 
mdividuals  who  have  presumed  to  discQSv 
the  propriety  of  their  proceedings,  whiJsl 
no  vote  of  e xpulsion,  committal,  or  even  tX 
Qensure,  has  been  passed  upon  the  condoci 
of  lord  Castlereagb  and  Mr.  Spencer  Peff«» 
ceval :  when  they  deplore  the  paiofal  re* 
suits  of  recent  incjuiries,  the  numerous 
failures  and  disappointments  in  which  the 
grossest  and  most'  culpable  mismanage* 
ment  has  been  apparent  to  the  whole  na« 
tion,  and  recall  to  their  minds,  that  \hm 
House  of  Comoions  ought  to  be  the  giiar«> 
dians  of  their  lives,  liberty,  and  proper!  j, 
the  redressers  of  their  wrongs,  and  the 
controulers  of  ministers,  it  plainly  appear- 
ing at  the  same  time,  that  no  want  or  con- 
fidence has  been  manifested,  no  symptom 
of  distrust  evinced,  no  effectual  inquiry 
instituted,  but  that  on  the  contrary,  a  dis« 
position  has  been  signalized  to  stifle  or 
evaUe  every  attempt  to  promote  investig%» 
tion,  and  to  correct  abuses,  they  cannol 
but  exclaim*  in  the  language  of  Mr. 
Burke,  this  is  an  unnatural  and  monstrooa 
state  of  things ;  and  the  Petitioners  con- 
sequently call  upon  the  House  for  an  im- 
mediate and  radical  reform  ;  if  it  be  aid 
that  reform  would  lead  to  violence  and 
confusion,  the  Petitioners  reply,  that  suck 
insinuations  are  infamous  and  wicked  libels 
upon  the  people  and  th<k  blessings  and  bo« 
nefits  which  the  British  constitution  only 
can  impart ;  they  would  ask,  can  the  peo- 
ple endure  such  wrongs,  and  can  they  noi 
endure  to  have  them  redressed  '^  if  it  be 
said  that  corrupt  influence  is  necoaaary  to 
the  government,  they  answer,'  that  il 
would  be  the*  worst  of  libels  upon  the  con-> 
stitution ;  and  if  true.  Englishmen  ought  to 
cease  to  venerate  that  con&titotion  which 
reqyires  corruption  for  its  support ;  if  it 
be  said  that  reform  would  not  relieve  oa 
from  oppressive  taxation,  they  reply,  that 
it  has  been  fof  want  of  firee  and  yigilasl 
parliaments  that  all  these  enorsioiia  abosei 
and  heavy  burthens  have  ariaen ;  thal» 
under  the  preaent  corrupt  system*  they 
moat  increase  ;  and  that,  wefe  the  people 
fairly  and  honestly  repreaeoled,  they 
would,  ins^adof  sogmenting,  be  gradually 
diminished  ;  to  such  objections  tbe  PetU 
tioners  might  reply,  in  the  words  jsf  the 
raesAorable  protest,  signed  by  tiuri3K-t»o 
peers,  if  the  objectioD  saeans  to  inainuate 
thai  corraptioais  neosBMqi  togofeiMsnlj 
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wn  thai!  lea^b  that  principliB  to  refote  itself 
by  its  apparent  iiitqaity ;  and  the  Peti- 
tioners tlierefore  pray  the  House  to  take 
all  these  niauers  into  their  most  serious 
eonsideration  ;  and  earnestly  isoplore  the 
House  immediately  to  revoke  all  their  late 
proceedings  respecting  Mr.  John  Gale 
Jones  and  sir  Francb  Burdeit ;  and  con* 
vinced  that  all  the  disorders  of  the  state, 
the  distraction  and  imbecility  of  our  pub- 
lic cooncils«  the  abuses  which  have  under* 
mined  the  British  constitution,  crippled 
our  national  exertions»and  now  threaten  the 
security  of  oar  Tenerable  and  beloved 
Sovereign's  croivn  and  dominions,  have 
arisen  from  the  causes  ihe  Petitioners  have 
described,  they  beseech  the  House  to  ap« 
ply  the  only  remedy  for  these  alarming 
evils,  by  a  speedy  and  effectual  reform  of 
the  representation  of  the  people  in  par- 
liament.''^^Ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 
(SuiToms  IN  CHANCEaY^l  Mr.  M.  A, 
Tiyhr  rose  in  pursuance  of  his  notice,  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  a  ques- 
tion of  no  less  importance  than  whether  or 
not  the  subject  should  obtain  in  a  court  of 
justice  redress  for  the  wrons  he  sufiered, 
or  maintenance  in  the  right  he  possessed. 
It  waa  for  the  House  to  consider,  if,  in 
the  increased  state  of  the  commerce  of 
the  country  and  of  its  attendant  opulence, 
the  assistance  which  the  subject  received 
in  the  court  of  chancery  to  redress  that 
wrong,  or  to  maintain  that  right,  ought 
not  to  be  greater  than  that  which  he  re- 
ceived '200  years  ago.  If  it  should  appear 
that,  notwithstanding  every  exertion  made 
by  the  noble  and  lennipd  lord  who  pre- 
sided in  that  co«rt,  by  the  subordinate 
judges,  and  by  the  masters  in  chancery, 
the  pressure  of  business  was  such  that 
human  strength  was  inadequate  to  its  dis- 
charge, it  would  become  the  House  to 
devise  a  remedy  for  the  evil.  Nothing 
could  be  farther  from  his  view  than  to 
state  a^iy  thin^  invidiously  with  respect 
to  his  noble  and  learned  friend  who  held 
the  great  seal.  Ne  man  could  be  more 
attentive  to  the  discharge  of  his  duties. 
He  had  stamped  more  bills  in  the  court  of 
chancery  and  in  the  Housa  of  Lords  than 
any  of  his  prtdecesMrs.  To  his  noble  and 
learned  fnend,  therefore»  it  was  by  no 
means  hia  intention  to  impute  the  sligfbtest 
blame.  Nor  did  he  wish  for  useless  inm^ 
vation.  The  miOTe  of  the  precise  remedy 
i|  would  be  for  the  wisdom  of  the  House 
to  determine.  All  that  he  had  to  state 
vaa»  that  if  they  looked  at  the  condition 
of  the  wmmtmm  aiiton  wiM>  had  been 


many  years  oeceasarily  waiting  for  the 
decision  of  the  court  of.  chancery,  little 
argument  would  be  necessary  to  show  that 
some  remedy  ought  to  be  applied.    It 
was  impossible,  without  giving  to  the  ad* 
vocates  of  parliamentary  reform  a  more 
tenable  ground  than  they   had  hitherto 
occupied,  to  allow  that  the  House  of  Com« 
mens,  properly  constituted,  and   sitting 
for  the  benefit  of  the  people,  could  permit 
such  an  evil  to  grow  without  some  attempt 
to  check  or  to  correct  it.     Magna  Charts 
declared  that  justice  should  be  adminis- 
tered to  the  people  '*  freely,"  "  fully/' 
and  "  speedily.''     What,  however,  wae 
the  state  of  the  present  business  in  the 
court  of  chancery  ?    There  were  near  1 40 
orders  on  the  paper,  the  arrears  of  many 
years;  and  it  was  well  known,  that  at 
most  five  or  six  were  heard  in  /each  term ! 
The  appeals  before  the  Honse  of  Lords 
were  aJso  so  numerous,  that,  on  a  fair  cal- 
culation, it  would  take  little  less  than 
eight  years  to  determine  them.     At  the 
commencement  of  the  present  session,  the 
number  of  those  appeals  was  U05.    In  the 
first  14  days  of  the  session,  44  new  ap- 
peals had  been  presented  to  the  House  of 
Lords;    since  that  period  20  had  been 
presented ;  so  that  there  were  209  appeals 
then  pending  before  the  House  of  Lords, 
without  including  the  writs  of  error!  Was 
this  a  fit  situation  for  a  suitor  to  be  placed 
in  ?     In  a  criminal  'court,  in  a  court  of 
common  law,  justice  was  immediate  ;  but 
in  the  court  of  chancery,  delay  hiA  be« 
come  so  proverbial,  that  no  man  began  a 
suit  in  it  with  the  expectation  of  conclud- 
ing it  in  less  than  ten  y^ars.    The  lord 
chancellor,  he  must  repeat,  was  in  no  de- 
gree to  blame,  as  be  had  other  and  im- 
portant busineu  to  attend  to.     The  master 
of  the  rolls  f  to  whom  the  utmost  credit 
was  due,  for  his  laborious  attention  to  the 
duties  of  his  high  office)  bad  quite  enough 
to  do.     Constituted  as  tne  court  now  was, 
therefore,  it  was  impossible  that  eflectual 
relief  could  be  granted  to   the  suitors. 
Superadded  to  the  common  business  of 
the  court,  to  the  protectinff  the  soperin- 
tendence  of  the  afikirs  of  infanu,  lunatics, 
9te.  the  lord  chancellor  had  to  hear  ap- 
peals from  the  commissioners  of  bank- 
rupts, a  source  of  business  which  had  un- 
fortunately  of  late  become  a  fertile  one. 
Where  one  day  had  formerly  been  occu- 
pied in  this  manner,  five  days  were  now 
set  apart  for  that  purpose.    After  statmg 
several  strong  cases  in  which,  to  hh  per- 
sonal kaovrleoge«  the  most  tnjuriont  delay 
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bad  been  sustained  by  suitors  in  the  court 
of  chancery,  and  by  appellants  to  the 
House  of  Lorjs,  the  bon.  gent,  proceeded 
to  observe,  that,  iA  bis  opinion,  a  dirision 
of  the  offices  which  the  lord  chancellor 
held  might  probably  a£R>Fd  some  adlevia- 
tion  of  the  evil.  The  office  of  a  judge  in 
bankrupt  cases  might  possibly  be  sepa- 
rated with  ^dvantaffe  from  that  of  the 
lord  chancellor.  It  the  emoluments  of 
lord  chancellor  and  speaker  of  the  House 
of  Lords  conjoined  have  not  been  thought 
sufficient  without  the  addition  of  those  re* 
suiting  from  the  situation  of  judge  on 
bankrupt  cases,' 4  or  5,000/.  a  year  might 
be  granted  to  supply  the  deficiency. 
Some  persons  perhaps  mishc  think  thai 
the  office  of  speaker  of  the  House  of  Lords 
ought  to  be  separated  from  the  offices  held 
by  the  lord  chancellor.  He  did  not,  how- 
ever, affect  to  propose  any  specific  re- 
medy ;  he  had  merely  thrown  out  these 
suggestions  for  the  consideration  of  par- 
liament, but  he  declared  his  determina- 
tion never  to  abandon  the  subject  while 
he  had  a  seat  in  that  House.  He  re- 
gretted that  the  business  had  not  fallen 
into  the  hands  of  one  more  competent  to 
treat  it  with  ability,  and  concluded  by 
moving,  "  That  a  committee  be  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  arrears  of  causes  now 
remaining  for  hearing  in  the  court  of 
chancery,  and  to  report  the  same  to  the 
House,  with  their  opinion  as  to  the  best 
mode  of  relieving  the  suitors ;  and  that  the 
said  Committee  do  inspect  the  journals  of 
the  House  of  Lords  to  ascertain  the  num- 
ber of  appeals  and  writs  of  error.'' 

Sir  A,  Piggoti,  though- he  was  fully  per- 
suaded that  his  boo.  and  learned  friend 
was  inflaenced  only  by  motives  of  public 
duty  in  bringing  forward  this  subject,  yet 
^  recommended  him  to  withdraw  his  mo- 
tion for  the  present,— a  step  which  would 
not  prevent  him  from  renewing  it  at  any 
future  period,  should  he  find  that  the  evils 
of  which  he  complained  continued  to  exist, 
and  that  no  measure  had  been  adopted  to 
obviate  them.  I^ituated  as  he  had  long 
been  in  the  court  of  chancery,  it  was  im- 
possible for  him  not  to  do  to  the  noble 
and  learned  lord  who.  at  present  held  the 
fi:reat  seal  the  justice  to  which  he  was  so 
fully  entitled.  It  did  not  appear  to  him 
to  be  possible  that  any  man  could  ever 
have  devoted  himself  more  completely  to 
the  public  service  than  that  noble  lord  had 
done  in  the  performance  of  the  difficult, 
arduous,  and  important  dudes  which  he 
had  been  ctXkd  upon  to  discharge.    He 


felt  himself  the  more  at  liberty  to  differ 
this  impartial  testimony  to  the  merits  of 
the  noble  and  learned  lord,  as  he  had  nc»t 
the  honour  of  any  closer  connexion  with 
him,  than  that  which  in  the  discharge  of 
bis  professional  duties  the  business  or  the 
court  necessarily    induced.      Adyertiog 
however  to  the  question  before  the  House, 
he  observed,  that  one  very  material  reason 
which  might  have  produced  an  increased 
delay  in  the  proceedings  of  the  court  of 
chancery,  was  a  considerable  alteration 
that  had  gratlually  taken  place  in  the  forni 
of  those  proceedings.     Perhaps  no  time 
had  occurred  in  which  such  delays    as 
those  mentioned  by  his  hen.  and  learned 
friend  did  not  exist.  They  were  frequently 
attributable  to  the  agents  of  the  suitors 
rather  than  to  the  court,  which  thus  un- 
justly because  unfoundedly  incurred  the 
popular   censure.      But    however    great 
might  be  the  evil,  the  mode  proposed  by 
his  bon.  and  learned  friend  did  not  appear 
to  him  to  be  the  remedy  best  calculated 
to  remove  it.    The  venerable  antiquity  of 
the  situation  of  Lord  Chancellor — its  high 
importance  in  the  state— its  close  con- 
nexion with  the  crown,  made  it  a  subject 
which  those  who,  without  meaning  any 
imputation  on  his  bon.  and  learned  friend, 
were,  perhaps,  more  experienced  than  be 
could   possibly  be,  trembled  to   touch. 
He  allowed,  however,  that  some  reihedy 
might  b^  necessary.    He  had  no  doubt, 
after  the  notice  which  the  motion  of  his 
hon.  and  learned  friend  occasionedj  that 
the  noble  and  learned  lord  would  himself 
give  to  the  subject  all  the  attention  which 
it  demanded.    He  had  no  doubt  also  that 
it  would  excite  the  attention  of  the  other 
members  of   bis  Majesty's  government. 
If  a  legislative  proceeding  should  in  con- 
sequence be  judged  necessary,  he  was  sure 
that  no  consideration  of  emolument  would 
be  allowed  to  stand  in  the  way  of  any  re* 
medial  measure. — ^At  the  present  period 
of  the  session,  when  every  thing  indicated 
its  approaching  cloBe,4t  would  be  imprac- 
ticable, even  were  a  Committee  appointed, 
that  it  could  make  any  progress  useful  to 
the  public.    But,  he  conceived,  that  the 
subject  ought  in  any  case  to  be  lefl  to  the 
deliberation  of  those  persons  whose  autho- 
rit}^  and  experience  qualified  them  most 
eminently  to  investigate  it  as  it  deserved. 
He  repeiUed  therefore  his  recommendation 
to  his  hon.  and  learned  friend  to  withdraw 
his  motion. 

The  doMettor  ^  #Ae  firde^ner  thought, 
without  going  into  any  gieat  deteil  od  tha 
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subject,  it  sivst  be  obfiom  to  every  one 
that  there  were  ereatarrean  in  the  coort 
of  chancery.  This  circamstance  was  felt 
by  no  one  more  than  by  the  noble  lord 
who  had  been  mentioned.  If  it  would  be 
any  satisfaction  to  the  hon.  gent.,  he  could 
in^rm  him  that  the  subject  had  been 
taken  into  serious  consideration.  There 
appeared  to  be  no  way  of  remedying  the 
evil  complained  of,  but  by  bringing  the 
subject  before  the  House,  and  letting  those 
with  whcm  the  ctiI  originated  know,  that 
unless  the  recurrence'  of  such  causes  of 
complaint  were  prevented,  proper  mea« 
sures  would  be  taken  for  proceeding 
against  them.  Throughout  the  business  it 
was  most  satisfiictory  to  find  the  noble  lord 
had  taken  special  care  to  preserve  from  in- 
jury  those  individuals  whose  interests 
might  be  endangered  by  the  regulations  of 
the  court. 

.  Mr.  ilf .  A.  Tojfim  appealed  to  the  can- 
dour and  good  sense  of  the  House,  if  it  was 
likely  hfcniould  have  made  his  motioilhad 
the  statement  of  his  hon.  Mend  been  made 
before*  All  he  bad  asked,  and  all  he 
wanted,  was  that  the  subject  should  be 
fairly  taken  into  consideration,  and  proper 
means  provided  to  remove  the  grievance 
and  prevent  its  recurrence.  After  what 
had  passed  therefore,  he  should,  with  the 
leave  of  the  House,  consent  to  withdraw 
his  motion,  wishing  it  at  the  same  time,  to 
be  understood,  that. if  proper  steps  were 
not  taken  to  remedy  the  evil,  he  would  re- 
new it  early  next  session.  The  motion 
was  then  withdrawn. 

[Rom AM  Catholic  Petition s— Adjourn- 
ed Debate.]  The  order  of  the  day,  for 
resuming  the  adjourned  debate  upon  the 
motion  made  upon  Friday  last.  That  the 
several  Petitions  of  the  Roman  Catholics 
of  Ireland,  which  have  been  presented  to 
the  House  in  this  senion  of  parliament,  be 
referred  to  a  Committee,  being  read. 

Sir  WiUiam  Scoit  rose  and  spoke  to  the 
following  purport : — Sir — I  feel  it  my  duty 
to  offer  myself  to  the  notice  of  the  House 
at  as  early  a  period  as*  is  permitted,  be- 
cause I  have  not  merely  to  state  my  own 
sentiments,  but  those  of  the  respectable 
body  which  I  have  the  honour  of  repre- 
senting, and  by  whom  I  am  instructed  to 
state  their  opposition  to  the  prayer  of  the 
petitioners.  They  have  been  given  to  un- 
denund  that  their  late  election  of  a  Chan- 
cellor has  been  considered  in  this  House 
as  implying  a  departure  from  those  prin- 
ciples which  they  professed  upon  the  sub- 
jiect,  when  it  formerly  came  nnder  discoi- 


sion.  The  compliment  paid  them  by  the 
hon.  mover  upon  this  proof  of  increased 
liberality  they  beg  to  decline,  though  with 
all  private  respect  for  the-  quarter  from 
which  it  comes.  Of  that  election  it  be- 
comes  me  to  speak  with  peculiar  reserve, 
but  I  can  say  without  offisnce,  that  the  suc- 
cess of  the  noble  person  was  produced  by 
other  causes  and  for  other  merits  than  those 
which  have  any  connection  with  the  Ca* 
tholic  cause.  My  constituents  object  to 
these  petitions,  because  they  consider  them 
as  injurious  to  the  civil  and  religious  esta- 
blishments of  their  country,  and  I  state 
ibis  with  the  more  satisfaction,  as  it  is  aik 
opinion  which  is  in  unison  with  my  own* 

The  Petitions  before  the  House  pray  an 
unqualified  removal  of  all  legal  incapa- 
cities under  which  the  Catholics  of  Ireland 
labour.  They  ofihr  no  conditions, — ^no 
securities'  whatever :  they  manifest  no  dis- 
position to  do  so,  nor  any  inclination  to 
submit  to  any  conditions  that  are  ofiered, , 
or  to  give  any  securities  that  may  be  re- 
quired; and  It  is  upon  these  unqualified 
petitions  proposed  that  we  should  go  into 
a  Committee. 

To  enter  into  a  statement  of  general 
principles  applying  to  these  subjects) 
which  have  been  so  long  and  so  recently 
discussed,  would  be  an  unjust  invasion  of 
the  time  of  the  House.  The  practical  wis- 
dom  of  mankind  has  pretty  generally  ac-- 

Suiesced  in  the  opinion  that  it  is  fit  that 
lere  should  be  a  national  religion  con- 
nected with  the  state,  but  with  a  liberal 
toleration  for  those  who  are  of  different 
religious  persuasions,  not  affecting  tha 
safety  of  the  general  establishments  of  the 
country.  Upon  these  principles  the  con- 
stitution of  our  own  country  has  rested  iu 
its  best  and  most  enlightened  times.— It 
has  prospered  under  their  influence ;  and 
a  constitution  so  formed,  and  so  happily 

{irosperous  in  its  effects,  ought  not  to  bo 
lazarded  but  for  causes  the  gravest  in  their 
own  nature,  the  roost  defined  in  their  ex- 
tent, the  most  pressing  in  their  necessity, 
and  the  most  assured  in  the  beneficiri  con- 
sequences which  are  expected  to  result 
from  them. 

Upon  the  subject  of  connection  be- 
tween the  civil  and  religious  establish- 
ments, it  rather  appeared  to  me,  that  the 
right  hon.  mover  did  not  very  exactly  ad» 
here  to  the  same  principles  in  t^ery  part 
of  his  very  eloquent  speech.  Certainly  ia 
a  part  of  it  he  had  laid  down  principles> 
that  pretty  strongly  militated  against  the 
legality  of  such  a  coonectioo.    Ht  Uid 
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down,  in  broad  terms,  that  religion  wat  | 
a  mat^r  entirely  l)etw^en  the  conndelice 
of  the  indiyidoal  and  the  Creator  ;  that 
the  state  had  nothing  to  do  with  it ;  that 
where  it  did  interfere  it  wandered  oat  of 
its  proper  fanctions,  and  encroached  upon 
the  sovereignty  of  the  Sapreme  Being. 
Bat  he  did  likewise  admit  in  another  part 
of  his  speech,  that  **  If  a  hostile  array  was 
now  to  land  in  Ireland,  whilst  the  Pope 
was  in  his  present  condition,  that  the  spi- 
ritual aothority  of  tiutt  pontiff  might  be 
most  formidably  employed  against  the 
safety  of  that  comitry  \*'  and  how }  by 
the  influence  which  that  spiritual  aotho- 
rity has  over  the  consciences  of  Catholics. 
If  so,  he  admits  the  position,  that  re« 
liffious  opinions  may  possibly  be  attended 
With  civil  dangers,  that  the  state  has  an 
interest  in  chteckiitg,  and  a  right  to  check 
the  activity  of  such  opinions ;  a  right  to 
employ  means  of  self-defence,  to  consult 
its  own.  safety,  and  certainly  not  to  en- 
trust the  holders  of  such  opinions  with 
such  portions  of  its  own  civil  aothority  as 
may,  under  possible  circumstances,  be  ap- 
plied to  its  ruin.  If  so,  what  becomes  of  the 
unqaalified  assertion,  that  the  state  has  no- 
thing to  do  with  the  religions  opinions  of 
its  subjects.  It  is  admitted  that  there  are 
possible  and  not  very  improbable'  cases, 
in  which  it  most  possess  and  exercise  the 
right.  Attributing  to  the  latter  part  of 
that  speech,  all  the  praise  of  eloquence 
that  belonged  to  it,  1  camiot  but  think  that 
the  merit  of  just,  and  correct,  and  guarded 
opinion,  belonged  pre-eminently  to  the 
former. 

To  another  part  of  the  right  hon.  gent.'s 
speech  I  shall  advert  but  shortly  likewise ; 
that  is,  to  the  part  of  it  connected  with  the 
immediate  history  of  Ireland,  and  to  the  un- 
happy contests  which  have  taken  place  at 
different  times  in  that  country.  I  decline 
ontering  into  a  subject  paimtnl  in  its  na- 
ture, and  which  can  hardly  be  touched 
without  exciting  sensations  which  I  should 
be  very  unwilling  to  revive  for  a  moment. 
He  has  painted  m  strong  colours  the  op- 
pressions under  which  the  Catholics  of 
that  country  had  laboured  ;  hut  may  i  be 
permitted  to  ask  if  it  is  quite  fair  to  re- 
present all  these  a»  the  effects  of  Protes- 
tant aggression ;  without  any  provocation 
of  any  species  }  at  any  time  ?  and  con- 
sequently without  any  juniification  or  ex- 
case?  Has  nothing  taken  place  within 
the  two  last  centuries  that  might,  tr>  sn 
«ager  mind,  fnrnish  materials  for  unkind 
n&cttons  opon  thflir  oppaiiaiiti )  Hlsa^ 


thing'  passed  within  the  memoiy  of  tli« 
youngest  gentleman  in  this  House,   that 
might  not  suggest  something  of  the  8aiD« 
kind  to  those  who  wonld  be  disposed  to  use 
it  ?  I  am  confident  the  House  will  hardly 
deem  it  just    in  reviewing  the  history  of 
that  country)  to  confine  all  the  blame  to 
one  party,  or  to  think  it  right  that  all  the 
transactions  of  the  one  should  be  forgotten, 
whilst  those  of  the  other  are  to  be  re« 
corded  in  brau  or  marble.     I  agree  m 
the  principle  that  all  should  bo  mutually 
forgiven.    That  all  should   be  forgotten 
may  be  more  questionable  in  considering' 
a  measure  of  prospective  regulation.     To 
turn  one's  back  entirely  upon  all  history 
and  all  experience  has  not  usually  been 
deemed  an  act  of  true  political  wisdom. 
I  now  pass  to  what  is  more  properly  the 
object  of  our  present  consideration  ;    the 
petitions  themselves  and  the  motion  pro- 
posed by  the  right  hon.   member.     The 
petitions,  as  I  observed,  propose  nothing 
but  an  unqualified  repeal,  and  they  do  this 
in  perfect  confoiltoity  to  their  former  ap- 
plications ;  and  the  motion    for  a  Com- 
mittee does  not  itself  propose  any  thing 
more.     Butthe^right  hon.  mover,  in  bit 
speech,  opfns  another  view  of  things  ;  for 
be  expressly  states  that  the  appointment 
of  this  Committee,  is    for  the  purpose  of 
considering  the  terms  on  which  the  peti« 
tions  are  to  be  complied   with,  the.  right 
hon.  mover  admitting,    without  reserve, 
that  without  terms  this  compliance  cannot 
be  given.     It  does  not  occur  to  me  thatja 
any   of  the  former  discussions  upon  this 
subject,  this  was  ever  before  admitted  or 
suggested  ;   the  arguments  of  the  right 
hon.  gent.,  and   of  those  who  argued  in 
favour  of  the  petitions,  adhered  closely  to 
the  prayer  of  the  petitions,  by  contending 
for  the  propriety  of  an  unqualified  repeal, 
as  matter  of  clear  unqualified   dght  and 
justice.    The  discovery  that  it  ought  to  bo 
limited  by   conditions   is  rather  .recent  ; 
and   I  should    have  been   glad  to  have 
learnt  what  circnmstances  have  led  to  it. 
Certainly  no  sub:4antial  change  in  thp  coo« 
dition  of  the  pontiilt  who  was  at  that  time 
as  much  under  the  dominion  of  the  Frencb 
emperor  as  at  present,  the  only  perceiv- 
able diflference  being,  that  he    was  then 
ia  iiberd  ctatodiA,  and  he  is  now,  unfortu- 
nately,  in  areid  cuOodid  ;  the  power  and 
influence  of  Napoleon,  to  be  exercised 
upon  hismind,  was  as  formidable  at  thattime 
as  now  ;  and  the  influence  of  the  Pope 
htmself  over  the  minds  of  Catholics^  has*  i 
pictame,  nedctgone  oa  aliiaralioiu    lua 
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ml  ft  loss,  therefore,  to  find  what  it  it  that 
rendered  the  unqualified  repeal  k»  highly 
expedient  at  that  time,  andio  totally  in- 
idmiMible  at  the  present. 

Suppose,  however,  the  Committee  form* 
cd,  what  is  to  be  their  employment  ?  to 
take  into  consideration  petitions,  which  the 
right  hon.  mover  deems  it  impossible  to 
comply  with,  unless  accompanied  with 
l|na1ifications*  Are  they  to  take  into  con- 
aideration  petitions  acknowledged  by  the 
mover  to  be  inadmissible  upon  their  own 
terms,  and  then  to  try  their  luck  in  finding 
out  conditions  on  which  they  might  deem 
it  safe  to  comply,  but  which  conditions 
there  is  no  reason  whatever  for  supposing 
the  petitioners  will  accept }  I  think  we 
have  everv  reason  to  infer  from  the  lan- 
guage of  thp  petitions,  that  no  such  change 
has  taken  place  in  the  minds  of  the  pe- 
titioners, as  I  have  remarked  in  the  ar- 
guments of  their  advocates  ;  they  do  not 
•eem  to  hare  hit  upon  the  discovery  that 
conditions  are  now  indispensable;  their 
demand  ofthe  repeal  is  swl  unconditional. 
The  conclusion  therefore  is,  that  if  both 
parties  are  consistent,  the  appointment  of 
« committee  can  lead  to  nothing.  Be- 
cause if  the  committee  acts  upon  the  prin- 
ciple of  exacting  conditions,  it  will  in  ef- 
fect n^^tire  the  petition ;  and  if  the  com- 
mittee does  not  exact  them,  the  petition- 
ers most  negative  the  result  of  the  com- 
mittee's labours. 

The  right  hon.  mover  has  acted  feirly 
by  the  Hoase,  in  declaring  what  is  the 
f pecies  of  security  he  would  require,  vis. 
a  domestic  nomination  of  their  prelates, 
which  he  conceived  would  be  a  complete 
defence  against  .the  dreaded  interposition 
of  French  influence  over  the  Catholics  of 
Ireland.  -Was  the  right  hon.  mover  ena- 
bled to  give  any  assurance  that  this  secu- 
rity would  be  furnished  ?  No  such  thing : 
the  hon.  gent,  has  only  rested  upon  his 
own  reasonings,  that  it  was  fit  it  should 
he  furnished,  and  tbepce  inferred  that  it 
night  probably  be  expected.  But  surely 
he  cannot  have  forgot  how  little,  in  the 
event  at  leaft,  the  same  premises  led  to 
the  same  conclusion^  upon  the  proposition 
of  the  Veto.  He  has  with  great  force 
contended  that  that  would  be  the  most 
natural  and  safe  security  that  could,  be 
resorted  to;— the  fittest  therefore  to  be 
adopted^  and  yet  be  has  admitted  with- 
out reserve,  that  to  obtain  that  is  a|;round- 
less  expectation.  Considerations  of  pro- 
priety and  fitness,  therefore,  (as  they 
aiiike  his  mind}  tic  no  nficieol  §ie«im 
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for  a  rational  expectation  of  success  in  the 
offer.  What  reason  has  he  to  hope  that 
the  proposition  he  wishes  to  substitute 
would  meet  with  .a  better  fate  and  fortune 
than  his  favoured  Veto  } 

I  confess,  that,  without  knowing  dis-> 
tinctly  the  grounds  on  which  the  right 
hon.  gent*  builds  his  hopefe,  it  appears  to 
me  infinitely  less  probable  that  this  scheme 
of  domestic  nomination  would  be  acceded  to 
by  the  Catholics,  than  the  rejected  Veto. 
It  was  not  very  exactly,  or  indeed  at  all 
set  forth  in  such  a  detail  as  could  at  all 
instruct  us  in  the  real  nature  of  the  remedy 
proposed,  bow  this  domestic  nominatioa 
was  to  be  exercised.  Is  the  power  of  no- 
mination to  reside  in  the  other  prelates  of 
the  church  ?  Are  they,  expected  to  noma* 
nate  independently  of  the  Pontiff,  from 
whom  they  derive  their  own  spiriioal 
authority  ?  Is  it  at  all  likely  that  th^y 
would  concur  in  a  form  of  appointment 
so  little  consonant  to  the  general  sense 
and  constitution  of  their  ^  church  ?  If 
the  laity  are  to  share  in  the  nomination, 
would  that  be  less  than  an  entire  schisma* 
tical  defection  from  the  whole  of  their  ec« 
clesiastical  establishment?  And  gentle- 
men will  remember  that  the  discipline  and 
constitution  of  their  church  make  neither 
a  small  nor  an  insignificant  part  of  the  re- 
ligious faith  of  that  communion.  They 
are  fundamental  points— matters  of  high 
and  important  orthodoxy;  the  unity  of 
the  church,  the  regular  devolution  of  au- 
thority from  the  sovereign  pontiflf  to  the 
prelates,  to  be  by  them  communicated  to 
mferior  pastors,  are  essentially  connected 
with  the  most  viul  offices  of  religion.  Is 
it  to  be  supposed  that  all  this  would  be 
sacrificed  by  the  general  body  of  the 
Catholics  of  Ireland  for  the  attainment 
ofthe  present  object?  I.  see  nothing  in 
the  history  of  that  people  that  should  in- 
duce us  to  expect  it.— They  rejected  the 
Veto  with  horror  and  disdain ;  I  honour 
them  for  a  conscientious  adherence  to  the 
principles  of  their  faith  in  so  rejecting  it. 
^-But  I  must  honestly  confess,  that  the 
reverence  which  I  feel  for  that  conduct 
would  be  much  diminished,  if  I  saw  that 
they  were  disposed  to  adopt  the  present 
proposal,  whict^  goes  to*  a  much  wider  de- 
parture ^om  the  dogtrines  of  that  church, 
than  the  proposition  of  the  Veto  itfelf. 
The  Veto,  if  admitted,  would  give  his 
Majesty  merely  a  negative;  and  this,  I 
think,  has  been  rightly  enough  admitted 
by  Dr.  Milner  to  be  a  ''mere  shadow/' 
a  thing  of  ahew^  but  of  no  re«l  effic^sy. 
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But  this  proposal  of  a  domestic  nomina- 1  mities !    I  answer,  I  observe  no  indication 
■     *"  .      .    -    .  ^£  such  a  disposition  pn  the  part  of  th« 

Catholics  of  Ireland :  I  see  no  inclination 
to  withdraw  from  their  allegiance  Co  the 
person  whroih  they  consider  certainly  as 
their  spiritual  soTereign,  or  to  usurp  upon 
his  prerogatives,  because  he  is  under  the 
lash  of  a  tyrant,' who  in  terms  r^lete  with 
perjury  an^  falsehood  professes  to  respect 
him.    I  see  no  such  inclination  in  the 
Catholic  laity  pf  Ireland ;  still  less  in  their 
Catholic  bishops.    I  know  that  there  are 
in  alt  religious  persuasions  men  who  sit 
loose  enough  to  the  distinctive  opinions  of 
their  sect,  or,  as  the  fashionable  phrase  is, 
are  extremely  liberal  on  the  subject  o£ 
opinions  of  that  nature.    There  are  Kke- 
wise  persons  in  this  particular  communion 
of  Christians,  highly  respectable  in  their 
rank  and  situations  in  life,  and  for  whom, 
in  consequence  of  much  private  inter- 
course, I  have  all  possible  respect,  also 
entertain  a  system  of  opinions  in  which  I 
must  believe  them  to  be  perfectly  sincere, 
though  I  must  consider  those  opinions  to 
be,  as  far  as  my  own  individual  judgment 
goes,  collectedf  as  it  has  been  from  the 
perusal  and  consideration  of  canons  and 
other  ancient  writings,  not  so  clearly  re- 
concileable  with  the  principles  or  the 
Catholic  church.    But  if  the  matter  were 
even  so  clear  that  their  opinions  were  per- 
fectly reconcileable  with  the  proper  dog- 
m^  of  the  Catholic  church,  still  I  main- 
tain that  the  opinions  expressed  by  the 
bishops  and  pastors  of  that  church,  sup- 
posing them  to  be  ever  so  erroneous,  are 
those  by  which  the  faithful  in  that  church 
are  likely  to  be  governed,  and  that  those 
opinions  exclude  all  hope  that  this  project 
of  domestic  nomination  can  be  acceded 
to  by  the  general  body  of  Catholics  in 
Ireland.    The  bi^ops  and  pastors  are,  ac- 
cording to  the  principles  of  that  church, 
the  depositaries  and  orcans  of  its  faith 
under  the  pontiff;  and  if  their  judgments 
upon  the  matter  differ  from  those  of  the 
noblemen  and  gentlemen  who  are  willing 
to  negociate  upon  terms,  there  can  be 
little  doubt  whose  judgment  will  prevslil 
with  the  general  body  of  Catholics.  What 
(he  judgments  of  those  persons  are  upon 
this  matter,  may  be  learnt  from  a  pamph- 
let lately  published  by  their  accredited 
agent,  himself  a  prelate  of  the  church,  and 
certainly  a  person  of  considerable  learn* 
ing,  and  of  an  intrepid  sincerity  in  the 
avowal  of  his  opinions. '  I  mean  Dr.  Mil- 
ner.      In  that  publication  it  is  stated, 

**  That  you  nay  ai  }reU  attempt  to  plMck 


tion,  (however  that  is  designed  to  be  exe- 
cuted, of  which  as  yet  we  have  received 
no  information]  instead  of  merely  giving 
his  Majesty  a  concurrent  jurisdiction, 
shoulders  the  pontiff  entirely  out  of  the 
business,  and  devolves  it  into  hands  which 
are  as  yet  unknown  from  any  descrip- 
tion with  which  the  right  honoura- 
ble gentleman  has  favoured  us.  In  such 
a  course  of  things,  what  becomes  of  the 
sovereigiity  of  the  pontiff,  or  the  unity 
of  the  church  t  If  I  can  judge  from  any 
thing  tha^  I  have  been  able  to  collect  re- 
specting the  faith  of  that  church,  I  repeat 
the  assertion  without  any  di$dence,  that 
the  proposal  suggested  is  at  a  much  wider 
distance  from  the  principles  entertained 
by  the  Catholics  on  such  subjects,  than  the 
Veto  itself,  and  therefore  that  there  is 
much  less  probability  of  its  acceptance. 

Before  I  pursue  this  matter  further,  I 
wish  to  be  informed  by  the  right  bon. 
gent,  how  he  proposes  that  this  measure 
IS  to  be  carried  into  effect  in  a  manner 
consistent  with  Catholic  principles;  for 
proposing  to  carry  it  into  effect  upon 
other  principles  would  amount  to  little  in 
point  of  real  utility.    I  could  not  but  ob- 
serve (he  will  excuse  the  remark)  that  he 
slurred  over  the  matter  of  confirmation 
and   inviestiture  in    rather  a   rapid  and 
indistinct  manner,  as  a  matter  unworthy 
of  our  deliberate  consideration.    I  can- 
not  quite  agree    to   that   view   of  the 
matter :  but  before  I  come  to  that,  I  beg 
to  ask  him,  how  this  machine  of  domestic 
nomination  is  to  be  put  upon  the  wheels  ? 
Is  the  pontiff  to  be  consulted,  or  is  he  nol  > 
If  he  is  to  be  consulted,  how  can  that  be 
done  in  his  present  captivity?     Can  he 
accept  any  concordat  but  such  as  is  dic- 
tated by  his  gaoler  Napoleon?    And  I 
beg  to  ask  what  sort  of  concordat  is  likely 
to  be  approved  by  that  inexorable  oppres- 
sor, which  comes  to  him  under  the  de- 
scription, that  it  is  intended  to  prevent  the 
success  of  French  interference  in  Ireland ! 
Let  any  man  wei^h  that  question  and  its 
probable  solution  m  his  own  mind.    Sup- 
posing such  a  concordat  not  made,  is  this 
Catholic  church  in  Ireland  to  usurp  the 
fbnctions  of  this  pontiff,  whilst  he  is  lan- 
^ishing  in  an  obscure  and  helpless  cap- 
tivity, without  his  knowledge  and  appro- 
bation I    Can  any  man  venture  such  a 
supposition  against  all  historical,  all  theo- 
logical knowledge  ?  What !  take  to  them- 
selveif  the  peculiar  attributes  of  that  per- 
sonage^ on  accoont  of  his  temponl  cala* 
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m  beam  from  the  gun,  as  attempt  to  touch 
a  fibre  of  the  spiritual  authority  of  the 
popt ;  that  the  attempt  to  divide  the 
Catfaolica  from  the  pope  is  a  monstrous 
experiment;  that  it  is  giving  them  the 
shell,  and  refusing  them  the  kernel/' 
Now  if  such  are  the  Catholic  doctrines  of 
Ireland,  what  hop^  is  there  that  the  pre- 
sent proposition  can  be  realized  ?  Would 
it  not  be  asking  these  people  to  surrender, 
their  consciences,  and  declare  themselves 
not  Catholics  ?  When  you  attempt,  with- 
out a  real  conversion,  to  strip  a  Catholic 
of  the  opinions  which  he  holds  amongst 
the  most  sacred  tenets  of  his  church,  how 
much  do  you  propose  to  leafe  in  that 
person  either  of  a  real  Catholic  or  of  an 
honest  man  i 

Suppose,  however,  all  these  original  and 
fundamental  difficulties  surmounted,  how 
is  the  intercourse  that  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary for  the  purposes  of  confirmation  and 
investiture  to  be  maintained  ?  Certainly 
not  without  the  permission  of  the  person 
in  whose  custody  he  is ;  and  the  permis- 
aion  that  may  be  granted,  may  likewise 
be  refused.  Is  it  at  all  likely  that  tliat  per- 
son wiU  concur  in  executing  a  plan,  the 
avowed  purpose  of  which  is  the  total  ex- 
clusion and  interference  of  his  ?  In  fact, 
the  whole  of  the  proposed  arrangement 
seems  to  me  to  project  little  less  than  the 
transfer  to  Buonaparte  of  that  power  of 
the  Veto  which  the  Catholics  upon  con- 
scientious principles  have  refused  to  allow 
to  their  own  lawful  sovereisn. 

In  every  view  in  which  1  can  contem- ' 
plate  the  project,  it  is  impracticable  and 
hopeless,  as  far  u  the  Catholics  are  con- 
cerned. Whether  if  it  were  practicable, 
it  is  that  in  which  Protestants  should  ac- 
quiesce with  entire  satisfaction,  is  a  ques- 
tion which  I  do  not  think  necessary  to  dis- 
cuss at  present.  The  right  hon.  gent,  ad- 
mits that  it  is  not  the  most  eligible  secu- 
rity ;  he  would  prefer  another,  but  this  is 
something  better  than  nothing  as  he  re- 
presents it.  Whether  we  ought  to  con- 
sider it  as  a  sufficient  security  against  that 
orerbeariBg  influence  which  the  hierarchy 
of  that  church  exercises  over  its  members, 
and  is  surely  not  unlikely  to  exercise 
against  the  mterests  and  safety  of  the 
Irotestant,  or,  as  they  call  it,  the  noa-ca- 
tholic  church.  According  to  our  notions, 
we  have  cleared  our  religious  system  from 
the  impurities  which  it  had  contracted 
darinft  the  darkiiess  of  the  barbarous  ages: 
according  to  our  notions,  they  unhappily 
lost  the  mrourable  opportunity  of  accom- 


plishing  the  same  work.  Their  notions 
give  a  very  different  representation  of 
things;  they  consider  us  as  the  corrupters 
of  the  true  faith.  With  the  prejudice 
which  such  an  opinion  inspires^  suppoi:ted 
by  the  influence  which  the  govemurs  of 
their  church  possess,  1  am  by  uo  means 
prepared  to  say  that  this  domestic  nomi- 
nation could  be  accepted  as  a  sufficient 
security,  even  if  alt  foreign  influence, 
with  its  attendant  dangers,  was  out  of  the 
case.  It  might,  even  in  that  state  of 
things,  be  a  grave  question,  looking  to  the  * 
natural  hostility  of  that  system  of  religion 
to  that  which  has  supplanted  it  in  civil 
establishment,  and  to  the  spiritual  power 
over  conscience  which  that  System  raainr 
tains,  by  the  use  of  all  the  means  by  which 
the  minds  of  men  can  be  forcibly  aflected. 
We  are  to  remember,  that  the  pastors  of 
that  church  are  not  like  the  obscure 
teachers  of  petty  obscuie  conventicles^ 
with  little ,  influence,  and  dependent  on 
the  fancies  of  temporary  congregations : 
they  compose  a  numerous  and  embodied 
hierarchy,  acting  by  a  regular  and  per- 
manent system,  tending  to  a  common  pur* 
pose  by  an  application  of  the  most  power-  • 
ful  means,  something  more  might  be 
requisite,  under  such  circumstances,  for 
the  safety  of  the  Protestant  establishment, 
than  this  domestic  nomination.  But  when 
you  combine  with  this  the  apprehensions 
arising  out  of  foreign  influence  directly 
hostile  to  every  interest  which  the  state  is 
hound  'to  protect  from  danger,  and  the 
impossibility  of  excluding  that  influence 
by  any  barrier  which  this  ^measure  pro- 
poses to  erect,  I  cannot  for  a  moment  he- 
sitate to  give  this  motion  fi  decided -nega- 
tive. It  calls  for  a  committee  to  consider 
a. proposal  which  appears  to  be  unattain- 
able in  itself,  and  wnich  if  it  could  be  at^, 
tained,  would  not  give  that  security  to 
the  state  and  to  its  establishments  which  ^ 
they  have  a  right  to  demand,  and  a  duty 
to  maintain,  against  the  dangers  of  pro- 
bable aggression.  \ 

Sir  Mn  Ntxaport,  I  rise.  Sir,  imme- 
diately after  the  learned  gentleman,  with 
a  view  of  shewing  that  the  charge  he  has 
thrown  out  against  gentlemen  on  this  side 
the  House,  of  changing  our  mode  of  ar- 
gument, is  not  imputable  to  us,  however 
applicable  it  may  be  to  those  who  now 
resist  the  claims  of  the  Roman  Catholics 
of  Ireland,  and  that  it  is  those  only  who 
have  always  opposed  these  claims,  that 
now  seek  new  grounds  for  their  resistance, 
as  all  their  former  argumenU  have  been 
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completely  and  repeatedly  refuted.  Much 
of  their  former   scruples  were    founded 
upon  Ills  Majesty's  coronation  oath,  bat 
this  ground  they  have  no#  completely 
abandoned,  and  they  change   their  re- 
sistance into  merely  refusing  m  committee. 
'  It  must  be  obyious,  indeed,  to  any  gentle- 
roan  who  will  only  look  back  to  the  cir- 
cumstances under  which  that  oath  was 
framed,  that  no  such  construction  is  ap- 
plicable as  would  warrant  those  scruples 
founded  upon  it.    It  was  the  opinion  of 
lord  Sommers,  sir  Edward  Lyttleton,  and 
all  the  first  authorities,  at  the  time  when 
the  bill  under  which  this  oath  wasframed, 
-passed,  that  no  such  intention  was  thereby 
expressed,  as  the  taking  away  any  right 
of  persons  professing   the  Catholic  reli- 
gion, or  the  imposing  any  obligation  upon 
iiis  Majesty  to  repress  the  Catholic  wor- 
ship, or  to  exclude  any  Catholic  from  civil 
employments  under  a  certain  degree  ;— 
and  so  said  Mr.  Finch,  so  said  sir  Robert 
Cotton,  and  all  the  leading  authorities  of 
that  party  who  framed  the  oath.    That 
ground,  however,  has  been  laid  aside  by 
the  opposers  of  the  Catholics,  as  being 
found  no  longer  tenable.    The  motion  of 
my  right  hon,  friend,  at  present,  is  merely 
for  the  purpose  of  enquiring  what  mode 
of  redress  can  be  devised  for  relieving  the 
oppressions  and  calming  the  discontents 
of  four  millions  of  his  Majesty's  loyal 
subjects ;  and  it  is  refused,  not  upon  any 
ground  of  justice  or  policy;— not  upon 
»ny  pretence  of  impeaching  the  loyalty  of 
the  Catholics,  but  upon  the  evasive  ma- 
noBjivre  of  going  into  imputed  dogmas  of 
the  Catholic  religion.    I  would  appeal  to 
the  sound  policy  and  common  sense  of 
the  House,  whether  this  be  a  ground  upon 
which  it  ought  to  refiise  the  motion,  and 
thereby  te  risk  losing  the  attachment  of 
fourmillions  of  subjects,  whose  zeal  and 
▼alour  are  so  indispensable  at  all  times,  and 
more  especially  at  this  awful  crisis,  for  the 
common  defence  of  the  empire  ?  I  ask,  is 
It  consistent  with  the  justice,  the  liberality, 
or  the  character  of  this  House,  when  so 
many  millions  of  your  fellow    sobjecu 
submit  to   you,   as  the  ground  of  their 
claims,  the  consideration  of  their  long 
tried  loyalty  and  attachment  to  the  state, 
illustrated  by  their  conduct  for  more  than  a 
century,  and    on  numberless    occasions 
sealed  with  their    blood  in  your  cause, 
through  every  region  in  the  world ;  to 
tell  them—"  we  cannot  redress  you,  we 
cannot  grant  you  the  restoration  of  those 
civil  righu  you  claimj  because  your  reli- 


giout  faitb  isobnoxioui  to  us ;— -and  milefls 
you  will  first  state  to  us  what  part  of  yoor 
principles  you  are  willing  and  ready  to 
surrender,    we  will  not  even  go  into    a 
committee,  to  enquire  what  we  nay  think 
it  expedient  to  ask  from  you,  'or  to  grant 
of  what  you  claim."     Why,  Sir,  I  beg 
leave  to  say  that  I  do  not  think  it  is  in- 
cumbent  on  the  Catholics  to  make  socb  a 
statement  on  their  parts,    it  ik,  on  tile 
contrary,  for  those  who  resist  their  claims, 
to  state  to  the  Catholics  upon  what  condi- 
tions, if  upon  any,  they   are  willing   to 
comply  with  the  prayer  of  then:  petition. 
They  state  that  their .  birth-rights,  as  Bri- 
tish subjects,  have  been  taken  away  front 
them  at  a  Ibrmer  period  ;  they  call  upon 
us  to  restore  those  rights;  and  they  add, 
'<  our  claims  are  grounded  upon  oar  long- 
tried   loyalty  and  attachment  to  the  Kins 
and  constitution,  which  entitle  us  to  cau 
on  you  to  rid  as  of  our  reslraints :''— and 
yet.  Sir,  we  are  desired  by  those  who  re- 
sist these  claims,  to  rqect  this  petition, 
and  refuse  even  going  into  a  committee, 
to  enquire  how  far  it  is  eVen  possibte  for 
us  to  comply  with   the  request,  or  any 
part  of  it.    Let  us  remember.  Sir,  that  thb 
Catholics  of  Ireland  enjoyed  these  righte 
they  now  claim  long  after  a  Protestant  go- 
vernment  was  established  in  these  realnw: 
and  yet,  when  we  arc  asked  to  enquire  v«. 
specting  thc^  necessity  of  restoring  the«D, 
we  are  told  it  is  useless  to  enouire  aboot 
that  which  it  nould  be  incon  istent  witit 
the  safety  of  a  Protestant  state  to  grant. 
Sir,  I  deny  the  fact,  and  I  assert,  on  the 
contrary,  that  the. establishment  both  of 
church  and  stete,  must  fall,  unless  the 
last  of  tlvese  galling  restrictions  be  abio* 
gated.    You  cannot  expect  the  attach^ 
ment  or  the  zealous  support  of  men  ia 
your  common  defence,  who  are  debarred 
of  rights  which  you  exclusively  enjoy« 
and  are  precluded  from  rising  to  the  high 
ranks  of  professions  to  which  their  laleuU 
and  characters  may  entitle  them.    It  is 
to  this  grand  stimulus  of  honourable  ambi- 
tion and  natural  ideas,  that  this  and  evf  ry 
country  in  Europe  are  indebted  for  the 
greatest  heroes  and  statesmen  that  adorn 
their  annals;  and  you  can  never  have  a 
Marlborough  amongst  your  Catholic  ar» 
mies,  while  you   maintain  this  Invidious 
and   prescriptive  principle  of  exclusion. 
What  would  not  these  Catholics  have  done 
for  you,  had  they  been  admitted  to  the 
blessings  of  your  constitution,  whose  fame 
has  gilded  the  annals  of  France, .  Spain, 
aod.  Austria^  and   whose  taleati  bare 
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adorned  the  camps  and  coancib  of  thoat  | 
hostile  state 9  into  whose  aerrtce  they  have 
been  driven  by  yoar  narrow  prejodices 
and  unnatural  policy,— to  follow  the  bent 
of  their  genius,  and  receive  those  rewards- 
and  distinctions  for  their  talents,  which 
they  were  indignantly  refused  at  home. 
You  extol  the  valour  of  those  O'Neills 
and  O'Donnels  in  the  service  of  Spain, 
whom  you  have  rejected  from  vour  own. 
You  are  lavish  in  the  praises  of  Irish  Ca- 
thoiics  in  foreign  services,  fighting  in  the 
cause   of  your    allies,   but   yon    refuse 
them  reception    and    rank    at    home,  in 
'  the  country  they   wish  to  defend.     But 
upon  what  ground.  Sir,'  are  the  Catholics 
of  Ireland  to  be  distrusted  ?  or  why  sus- 
pected of  attachment  to  France  ?     I  ask, 
mtoiwhat  country  of  Europe  have  you 
gone,  in  which  you  have  not  found  Irish 
Catholics  in  the  armies  of  yourselves  or 
your  allies  fighting  with  distinguished  va- 
lour against  Prance  ?     I  come  to  another 
point :  the  bar.    Why  have  you  cut  the 
Catholic  off  there  from  rising  l>y  his  talents 
to  that  rank  and  honour,  which  are  the 
most  forcible  stimulants  to  ability,  and  the 
just  meed  of  merit :— for  while  the  honours 
and  rewards  of  that  profession  are  open  to 
all  other  sedi,  the  Catholic  alone  is  pre- 
cluded from  receiving  the  honorary  ap- 
pointments of  a  King's  counsel  or  a  king's 
aergeant.  Would  he  be  more  dangerous  in 
a  silk  gown,  than  in  one  of  serge  ?    What 
pecaliar  formidabiiity  to   the  state  can 
there  exist  in  a  Catholic  barrister,  when 
pot  into  the  shape  of  a  King's  counsel  or 
sergeant  ?— and  yet  even  from  these  ho- 
norary diuinctioDs  they  are  precluded. 
With  respect  to  the  army  in  Ireland,  you 
admit,  while  the  regiments  remain  in  that 
country.  Catholic  officers  to  a  certain  li- 
mited degree  of  rank^-but  the  moment 
they  are  transferred   to  this  country,  or 
any  other,  Ihey  forfeit  this  privilege  un- 
less they  renounce  their  religion  :  of  what 
use,  then,  to  the  state,  is  the  admis-sion 
of  Catholic  officers  or  Catholic  soldiers 
unfler  so  limited  a  principle  ?     S\r,  it  is 
not  only  in  this  country  that  the  Irish  Ca- 
tholic officers  and  soldiers  forfeit  the  pri- 
vilege  of  the  Irish  statute  for  allowing 
them  the  free  exercise  of  their  religion. 
To  my  certain  knowledge,  complaints  of 
the  most  serious  kind  have  reached  this 
country  from  Sicily,  that  although  in  the 
midst  of  a  Catholic  country,  and  that  in 
the  country  of  an  ally  whom  those  troops 
are  sent  to  defend  wiih  tlieir  blood,  yet 
the  Irish  Catholic  aoldiers  are  strictly  pre- 


clnded  Ami  the  zeroise  of  their  rtli- 

Jpion;  many  ef  them  have  been  flogged 
or  practising  its  worship.    Their  clergy 
hawe  been  refused  all  admitiance  or  in- 
tercourse with   them— and  where    they 
have  ventured  to  appear  in  British  quar** 
ters,  they  have  been  ordered  to  quit  within 
twenty-four  hours,  on  pain  of  incurring 
military  ppnishment    I  understand  it  is 
alledged,  that  this  order  was  not  made 
for  any  particular  preclusion  to  the  Ca» 
thnlic  soldiers,  but  upon  general  princi* 
pies.    But,  Sir,  if  upon  any  pretence  iaith 
is  thus  broken  with  the  Catholic  soldier, 
and  notwithstanding  the  pled|;e  of  law 
tinder  which  he  devotes  his  li»  to  your 
service,  he  is  thus  debarred  the  exercise 
of  his  religion,  what  can  you  expect  from 
him,  at  best,  but  a  languid  and  passive 
obedience  to  the  orders  of  his  leader,  in* 
stead  of  that  gallant  ardour  and  patriotic 
zeal  which  a  liberal  confidence,  and  above 
all,  a  faithful  adherence  to  the  condition  of 
his  services,  would  not  fail  to  promote. 
Give^he  Catholic  but  the  same  encourage- 
ment  and  he  will  embark  in  his  country's 
cause  with  as  much  ardour  and  energy  as 
the  Protestant  can  : — and  why  not,  wnea 
of  the  same  society,  formed  of  the  same 
materials,  and    animated    by   the   same 
manly  and  natural  feelings?     I  do  not 
mean  to  depreciate  the  courage  or  patrio- 
tism of  his  Protestant    fellow  soldiers; 
but  sink  them  to  the  same  level  of  degra- 
dation and  injustice  with  their  Catholic 
comrades,-*and  I  ask  you,  could  you  ex- 
pect from  them  the  same  zeal  and  attach- 
ment they  now  feel  for  the  cause  in  which 
they  fight  ?     Sir,  it  is  not  human  nature  ; 
and  if  promotion  and  honourable  distinc- 
tion be  the  grand  stimulus  to  the  display 
of  great  valour,  and  the  acquirement  of 
great  military  skill,  they  are  as  necessary, 
and  v^ill  be  as  effectual  with  one  sect  as 
they  can  be  with  the  other.    But,  Sir, 
even   under  all  the  discouragemedts  thai 
I  have  stated,  the  Catholics  of  Ireland 
have  embarked  heartily  in  our  cause  : 
we  have  been  obliged  to  acknowledge  it 
over  and  over  again — and  we  cannot  deny 
that  they  have  deserved  well  of  their 
country :    but    really,    the  system   pur- 
sued towards  them  would  seem  to  emanate 
from  a   desire    to    prevent  their  doing 
better. — Sir.  this  is  not  all— nor  does  the 
principle  of  preclusion  stop  at  the  point  up 
to  which  I  have  already  statdd— <for  it  has 
been  even  carried  to  the  invidious  length, 
not  only    of  excluding  then  from  the 
oflke  or  bank  directors  in  Ireland^  but 
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even  to  the  pi^tifal  extreme  of  precla<}ing 
them  from  becoming  sherifis  or  sub-sherilB, 
.  not  to  mention  all  the  municipal  honours 
of  cities  and  corporation  towns.     What,  > 
then«  must  the  Catholic  of  Ireland  have 
felt  under  a  system  of  oppressive  and  de- 
grading preclusions  in  his  native   land« 
.  founded  on  imputations  not  to  be  traced 
to  any  part  of  his  conduct  or  principles  ? 
It  is  true,Sir«  ihat  under  the  increased  ex- 
perience and  growing   liberality  of  the 
Irish  legislature,  many  of  the  penal  sta- 
tutes have  been  repealed,  and  many  ,of 
the  prejudices  done  away,  through  the  li- 
berality  of  their  Protestant  brethren  ;  but 
the  legislature  ought  no  longer  to  tell  the 
Catholic  that  any  portion  of  his  liberty 
or  toleration  is  to  depend  upon  the  dis- 
cretion of  others,  but  to  give  him  at  once 
a  legal  security  for  the  whole.     Believe 
me.  Sir,  that  on  the  conditions  of  the 
Union,  you  have  a  sacred  pledge  to  redeem. 
You  promised  them,  in  every  thing  short 
of  a  bond,  to  give  them  full  emancipation 
so  soon  as  that  measure  was  acoomplished ; 
and  it  was  upon  this  pledge  you  obtained 
from  them  that  support  to  the  measure, 
without  which  vou  could  not  have  effected 
it,  and  which  they  would  never  have  been 
induced  to  support  upon  anjr  other  con- 
.  dition.    Mr.  Pitt  said  at  the  time  :  ''  We 
are  a  divided  people,  distracted,  weakened 
and  torn  by  religious  dissensions,  which, 
under  existing  circumstances,  must  be  in- 
terminable.— So  long  as  England  and  Ire- 
land were  under  separate  governments,  it 
would  be  impossible    to  concede  those 
claims,  whichjustice  and  generosity  might 
grant  under  a  different  order  of  things." 
2>uch  were  the  words  of  the  great  author 
of  the  Union,    and  the    principle  upon 
which  alone  he  objected  to  this  measure. 
The  justice  of  the  Catholic  claims  were 
therefore  fully    admitted  by  that   great 
statesman,  whose  objections  are  now  quot- 
ed in  support  of  refusing  them  ;  and  how- 
ever dangerous  the  discussion  might  be 
thought  before  the  Union,  that  he  thought 
it  no  longer  so,  after  that  measure  was  ac- 
complished, I  shall  shew  by  the  most  in- 
dubitable testimony  ;    for,  in  two  years 
after  the  Union,  Mr.  Pitt  declared  his 
opinion  that  an  extension  of   the  rights  of 
the  Protestant  to  the  Catholic  was  then 
innocent  and  safe.    He  illustrated  the  sin- 
cerity of  his  opinion  by  the  resignation  of 
his  office,  on  feeUng  himself  unable  to  ac- 
complish a  measure  to  which  his  adminis- 
tration stood  solemnly  pledged.    Yet,  Sir, 
tbii  is  the  tenth  year  which  has  elapsed 


si|ice  the  Union  ;  and  when  the  Catbolica 
at  this  day  come  forward  to  claim  the  pro- 
mised redress,  those  very  persons  who  pro- 
fess to  admire  the  wisdom,  the  policy,  aiid 
the  principles  of  Mr.  Pitt,  refuse  ev^o  to 
enquire  into  the  justice  of  those  claims^  or 
the  policy  on  which  they  are  rested. 

It  is  said.  Sir,  that  the  Catholics    haT« 
not  chalked  out  any  concessions  which 
they  arc  ready  to  make,  in  order  to  justify 
us  in  conceding. lo  their  claims.      Why, 
Sir,, they  never  had  reason  to  conceive   it 
was  necessary  to  urge  any  other  ground 
than  their  tried  loyalty  and  attachment  to 
the  state  and  constitution,  which  nobody 
presumes  to  question,  but  all  profess  to  ad* 
mit.     It  is  for  those,  then,  who  oppose 
them,  to  state  the  terms  upon  which  they 
are  willing  to  concede.'  It  is  the  right  and 
duty  of  the  legislature  to  state  the  terms, 
and  leave  it  for  the  option  of  the  party  pe* 
titioning  to  accept  the  concession  under 
such  restraints  as  may  be  proposed  to  them. 
And  every  man   must  see  the  policy  of 
granting  those  rights,  at  a  time  when  ihey 
would  secure  to  us  the  grateful  attachment 
of  the  Catholics,  and  not  defer  the  boon 
until  the  cause  which  would  render  it  va« 
luable  should  no  longer  exist.      It  is  no 
time,  when  their  aid  can  be  no  longer  use* 
ful  to  resist  your  enemy,  to  grant  the  terms 
which  would  now  bind  them  to  your  cause. 
Nor  is  the  moment  that  you  want  their 
support,  the  time  at  which  you  should  be- 
sin  to  conciliate  their  confidence^ and  af- 
fection.    It  is  not  by  broken  faith  that  yon 
can  secure  the  loyalty  which  theCatliolics 
profess.     You  cannot  expect  to  unite  in 
your  cause  equal  zeal  from  men  between 
whom  there  exists  such  disparity  of  in- 
terests.   You  are  not  to  hqpe  that  men 
are  to  be  conciliated,  by  cajoling  them  out 
of  the  expectations  they  formed  on  your 
promises.    Such  ideas  are  not  founded  in 
the  principles*  of  human  nature.      The 
same  man  cannot  make  the  same  exei^- 
tions,  if  he  is  not  animated  by  the  same 
hopes  : — but  give  men  a  common  feeling 
in  the  same  common  cause,  which  the 
Catholics  claim  from  you — ^and  you  will 
have  every  grround  of  reliance  upon  their 
gratitude  and  their  zeal. 

Sir,  I  shall  not  trespass  longer  upon  the 
patience  of  the  House,  than  by  noticing 
an  observation  which  has  been  made  by 
the  opponents  of  the  Caiholics  ;  namely, 
that  emancipation  is  not  desired  by  the 
great  body  of  the  people,  as  its  beneficial 
effects  could  not  extend  to  the  lower  orders, 
beyond  what  they  at  present  enjoy.  Why, 
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Shr,  how  many  men  have  we  seen  even  in 
tbe«e  coontnes,  who  have  attained  the 
highest  characters  and  dignities,  in  the 
law,  for  instance,  who  have  derived  their 
origin  from  the  very  lowest  ranks  of  so- 
ciety ?  it  is  natural  talents,  which  neither 
rank  nor  education  can  bestow,  that  are 
thus  cut  off  from  all  advantages  derivable 
from  the  tight  of  nature  and  the  privilege 
of  genius.  1  cannot  better  state  the  opi- 
nions of  the  Catholics,  than  in  the  words 
of  their  own  petition,  in  which  they  state  : 
"  that  of  which  they  have  cause  to  com- 
plain, as  the  source  of  daily  humiliation, 
namely,  the  impassable  line  of  separa- 
tion drawn  between  them  and  their  Pro- 
testant fellow  subjects,  which  constantly 
divides  the  nation,  and  keeps  animosity 
alive;  while  they  regard  the  emanci- 
pation for  which  they  ask,  as  a  boon 
above  all  price,  and  for  the  absence  of 
which  there  can  be  no  compensation." 
Sir,  if  I  am  not  mistaken,  my  right  hon. 
friend  has  urged  this  argument  in  the 
splendid  speech  in  which  he  introduced 
this  motion, — and  I  trust  he  will  make  it, 
as  he  ought  to  do,  the  basis  for  his  future 
proceedings. 

Mr.  Aiioir  apologized  to  the  right  hon. 
mover  for  troubling  him  wilh  a  question, 
but,  circumstanced  as  he  was,  and  bound 
up  by  the  instructions  of  bif  constituents, 
it  was  absolutely  necessary  that  he  should 
have  some  intimation  as  to  his  future  inten- 
tions. The  right  hon.  gent,  in  his  openkig 
speech  had  declared  himself  decidedly 
in  favour  of  the  Veto  ;  concurring  most 
cordially  with  him  in  this  sentiment,  he 
desired  to  know,  whether  in  the  event  of 
his  succeeding  in  his  motion,  it  was  the 
right  hon.  gent.'s  intention  to  propose  that 
measure,  and  make  it  the  basis  on  which 
to  proceed.  Should  the  answer  be  in  the 
affirmative,  which  he  sincerely  heped  it 
would,  he  (Mr.  Knox)  woula  vote  with 
him  for  going  into  the  Committee ;  If 
otherwise,  he  should  be  under  the  neces- 
sity, in  conformity  with  the  letter  and 
aptrit  of  his  instructions*  of  opposing  bim. 
He  would  not,  at  the  present,  press  the 
light  hon.  gent,  for  ah  answer,  but  hoped, 
in  the  course  of  the  debate,  he  woulo  be 
10  good  as  to  give  him  satisfaction  on  the 
point,  as  according  to  the  answer  he 
ahould  receive,  his  vote  would  be  regulated. 

Lord  Catilenagh  said  that  he  could  not 
reconcile  it  to  his  sense  of  duty  to  give  a 
•flent  vote  on  the  present  important  qoes- 
tbn  ;  -  he  was  the  tnore  desirous  of  deliver- 
ipg  his  sentimenltj  ai  circoxmtaAces  bad 


occurred  since  the  subject  was  last  undet 
consideration,  which  deserved  the  most 
serious  notice  ;  he  regretted  to  find  that 
increased  obstacles  to  the  measure  cff 
extending  further  political  indulgences  to 
t^e  Catholics  ^ad  arisen  out  of  their  own 
conduct  and  declarations;  obstacles,  which  . 
from  his  former  intercourse  with  the  body 
were  matter  to  him  of  equal  sctrprise  and 
regret. ' 

Considerations,  which  it  was  unnecesary 
for  him  now  to  detain  the  House  with  re- 
peating, had  precluded  him  from  giving 
his  support  to  any  of  the  various  motions 
which  had  been  submitted  to  parKament 
since  the  Union,  for  extending  constitu* 
tiooal  privileges  to  the  Catholics ;  his  sen- 
timents; however,  in  favour  of  the  principle 
of  the  measure,  coupled  with  adequate 
arrangements  for  the  security  of  the  <ton-- 
stitution  in  church  and  state;  had  alwaya 
been  tmequivocally  declared.  It  was  an' 
opinion  formed  upon  much  reflection,  and 
nothing  had  occurred  to  shake  his  convic*- 
tion  on  that  subject :  he  bad  supported 
the  Union  from  a  persuasion  that  it  was 
calculated  not  only  to  put  an  end  to  the 
various  political  dangers  and  anomalies  of 
distinct  legislatures,  in  the  same  empire, 
but,  as  opening  the  only  means  of  adopt« 
ing,  with  safety  to  our  establishments,  a 
more  comprehensive  and  liberal  systems 
of  government. 

He  had  never  considered  that  the  claims 
of  the  Catholics  to  further  indulgences 
rested  upon  a  claim  of  a  right,  as  had  been 
urged  by  the  right  hon.  baronet  (sir  John 
Newport.  Hehad  always  protested  against 
such  a  principle,  had  considered  that  their 
claims  could  only  be  constitutionally 
argued  on  grounds  of  expediency,  and  so 
far  as  they  might  be  consistent  with  the. 
stability  of  the  constitution,  more  espe- 
cially the  ecclesiastical  branch  of  it ;  Im 
had  always  resisted  political  concessions 
to  the  Roman  Catholics  in  the  parliament 
of  Ireland  (having  voted  in  1793  against 
the  grant  of  the  elective  franchise),  from 
a  persuasion  that,  so  long  as  Ireland  was 
governed  by  a  distinct  legislature,  a  par- 
ticipation in  political  power,  with  a  sect, 
composing,  as  it  did,  the  majority  of  tha 
whole  population,  was  utterly  inconsistent 
with  the  security  of  the  established  church, 
and  with  the  tranquil  administratioO  of 
our  affairs. 

It  was  the  measure  of  union  to  which  be 
had  looked,  as  alone  calculated,  by  placinr 
the  whole  fibric  of  the  government,  civU 
and  eccletiaslical,  Jipon  the  basis  of  a  cor* 
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population,  to  enabk  the  state 
,  to  adopt  a  coarse  of  mater  political  io- 
dolgeoce  to  the  CatboTics ;  but^  in  lookiog 
to  soeh  a  system,  it  never  ^ad  been  bis 
c»pinion,  nor  tbat  of  bis  late  right  bon. 
friend  (Mr.  Pitt),  that  sucb  concessions 
could  be  made  without  qualifications  and 
restrictions  ;  it  bad  been,  on  the  con- 
trary, their  deliberate  and  declared  opi- 
nion, that  they  could  only  be  thought  of, 
upon  the  principle  of  sub3titatiag  new  and 
tqniyalent  securities  in  the  room  of  Uiose 
to  be  done  away  ;  securities,  which  in 
their  judgment,  might  be  framed  upon 
principles  consistent  at  once  with  the 
teneU  of  the  Roman  Catholics,  and  with 
the  improved  security  of  our  civil  and  re- 
ligious establishmentf. 

lu  estimating  the  safety  of  such  a  mea- 
sure, lord  Castlereagb  admitted  tbat  the 
amount 'of  Catholic  power  to  be  thus  in- 
troduced into  the  system  of  the  constitu- 
tion mnst  be  weighed,  not  solely  and  se- 
parably, but  tbat  its  probable  effect  must 
be  considered  in  reference  to  that  of  the 
other  sectarists  of  the  empire,  with  whom 
their  political  effi>rt8  might,  at  moments,  be 
combined.  The  security  of  the  state,  in- 
cluding the  church,  must  be  adequately 
provided  for,  against  dangers  from  all 
quarters  ;  and  it  is  no  reflection  upon  the 
loyalty  of  dissenters,  whether  Protestant  or 
Catholic,  in  judging  on  such  a  question, 
to  consider,  that  they  cannot  be  expected 
to  be  animated  with  the  same  warm  at- 
tachment to  the  preservation  of  a  church 
establishment  from  which  they  dissent,  as 
naturally  animates  the  members  of  that 
establishment  itself.  It  was  also  necessary 
to  consider:  how  these  important  interests 
might  be  afiected  by  the  political  power 
of  the  various  dissenting'  sects,  in  the 
slTttgg]«8  of  party,  pressing  forward  mea- 
sures which  might  be  injurioua  to  the 
permanent  security  of  the  established  re« 
ligion. 

Lord  Castlereagb  said  thai  it  was  im- 
possible to  traverse  tbe  endless  detail  of 
reasoning  upon  which  the  investigation  of 
a  question  ii  this  complicated  nature  de- 
pended ;  be  could  only  state,  tbat  bis  judg- 
ment, examining  it  upon  these  precautio- 
nary principles,  was  prepared  to  decide 
in  favour  of  concession  under  proper 
.guards ;  he  did  so  upon  a  coiivictien  that 
It  wfts,  under  all  tbe  circomstaoces»  the 
■sfest  as  well  as  tbe  wisest  coune.  He 
was  of  opinion  tbat  Uie  anomatoas  i^slam 
tbat  now  prevailed  oo  tbis  aaliyectp  in  dif* 
femit  parts  of  the  wipirt,  covld  mot  Im 


permanently  adhered  u>»-»a  system  coih 
tradictory  and  clashing  in  iueir,and  which 
was  most  restrictive  in  England,,  wberc 
least  danger  could  be  apprehended  from 
Catholic  authority;  whilst,  in  Ireland, 
where  sectarism  preponderated,  it  was 
comparatively  relaxed. 

He  was  persuaded  tluit,  if  tbe  Catholtca 
conducted  themselves  with  temper  and 
loyalty,  and  w^re  prepared  to  concede 
those  securities  to  the  state  which  thc^ir 
religion  admitted  of,  and  the  Protestants 
werb  entitled  to  require,  that  a  revision 
of  this  system  must  ultimately  be  accom- 
plished with  the  good  will  and  cordial 
consent  of  the  Protestants  ;  that  tbe  con- 
cession should  proceed  from  such  a  tem- 
per, had  always  appeared 'to  him  essen- 
tial to  its  being  either  safe*  or  useful  ;  for, 
without  sentiments  of  mutual  conciliation 
and  confidence  previously  established,  he 
feared  a  precipitate  incorporation  v^ould 
only  tend  to  excite  political  contention 
and  animosity. 

Lord  Castlereagb  then  proceeded  to 
discuss  the  internal  circumstances  of  Ire- 
land, which  rendered  regulations  neces- 
sary, and  made  concession,  under  ade- 
quate chepkn,  conducive  to  the  social  set- 
tlement of  Ireland ;  he  adverted  to  the 
magnitude  of  tbe  Catholic  population<-^be 
struggles  for  power  tbat  had  for  centuries 
divided  and  desolated  tbe  country — the 
severe  laws  tbe  Protestants,  a  minority  in 
Ireland,  but  a  majority  in  the  scale  of  the 
empire,  had  felt  themselves  compelled, 
under  an  orerruling  necessity,  to  enact, 
for  their  own  preserratioiv*— Is^ws  framed  to 
depress  Catholic  power,  and  to  secure  the 
state  and  the  church,  by  weakening  oppo- 
nents then  mihappily  hostile  to  both. 
Happier  times  had  succeeded.  Tbe  last 
century  in  Ireland  had  been  one  of  com- 
parative repose  and  returning  concord. 
Tbe  ProtesUnts  had  met  tbe  change  witb 
corresponding  sentiments  and  we  had  the 
satisfaction  to  observe,  under  the  benevo- 
lent protection  of  his  present  Majesty,  the 
Catholics  relieved  from  all  the  severities 
and  the  greater  pait  of  the  disabilities  of 
tbat  painful  code;  but  still,  whilst  tbe 
Roro%n  Catholics  have  long  ceased  to  be 
a  depressed  and  impoverished  people : 
whilst  all  the  means  uf  acquiring  wealth, 
influence,  and,  of  course,  power,  have 
been  communicated  to.  them,  little  pro* 
grass  bas  been  made  in  considering  now 
tbis  mighty  interest  in  the  sc|ile,  not  on^ 
of  Ireland*  but  cf  the  empire,  can  best 
be  bnMight  intn  Dtsfttl  connection  with 
the  sute.  His 
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Hit  viglit  hoD.IHnid  (mt  W.  «cote)  Ind 
titily  dMori^cd  the  gfiMft  pliwcf  and  hi- 
.  fluenet  winch  ^rary  whfefe  appertebM  to 
the  RoBBMi  Catholic  hierandhii^,  and  no 
where  in  a  greater  degree  than  mlieland. 
it  might  be  doubted  whetiher  the  influ- 
ence of  At  Ronran  Catholic  clergy  in 
^Irelaad  was  not  the  moet  powerful  instro- 
ment  that  exiiied  in  that  country  to  di» 
root  the  minds  of  the  people,  not  merely 
with  respect  to  their  spirttuaU  bet  their 
temporal  ooBcems.  How  important  then, 
•to  the  peace,  as  well  as  social  and  moral 
improvement  of  the  comilry,  that  the 
clergy  of  io  large  a  proportion  of  the  peo- 
ple 8boald  be  connected  with  the  state  by 
every  tie  of  common  hMerest  which  may 
be  compatible  with  the  principles  of 
their  religion  and  the  character  of  iu  mi* 
nisters. 

When  he  evpressedhis  desire  to  see 
sdch  a  connection  established,  it  was  not  in 
the  expectation  ofimposing  open  them  any 
imbecomiiig  or  unworthy  influence,  which 
might  lower  them  in  the  minds  of  their 
own  people,  and  disqualify  them  from  the 
doe  discnarge  of  their  sacred  functions. 
It  was  no  part  of  hts  purpose  to  endeavour 
to  extinguish  the  Roman  Catholic  religion 
in  Ireland ;  he  might  lament  the  extent  of 
sectarism  in  the  emiMre  as  adding  largely 
to  the  diffkolties  er  governing  it,  but  he 
was  sore^any  attempt  at  this  time  to  dis- 
turb the  faith  and  habits  of  a  people  long 
atuched,  under  every  dilBculty,  to  their 
leliffion,  was  e<)oally  unwise  and  imprac- 
ticable; his  wish  was,  therefbre,  not  that  | 
thejT  should  cease  to  be  Roman  Catholics, 
lor  if  they  did,  they  probably  wouM  cease 
to  have  any  religion  at  all,  out  timt  they 
should  continue  to  be  sincere,  but  liberal 
Soman  Catholics,  connecting  themselves 
with  their  own  government,  for  purposes 
of  mutual  bendfit,  to  the  exclusion  of  all 
foreign  connection. 

It  was  not  as  justifying  any  reflection 
upon  the  Roman  Cath<Aic  body  m  Ireland, 
he  foh  it  necessary  lo  state,  that,  not  only 
no  connection  at  this  moment  subsisted 
between  their  church  and  the  temporal 
stale  under  which  they  lived,  such  as  has 
been  known  to  exist  both  between  Roman 
CathoHc  governmeiU  and  Itoman  Catho- 
lic chucchts,  but  between  Protestant  go- 
yomments  and  Roman  OathoNc  churches, 
without  any  infraction  of  the  principles 
of  their  faith ;  but  that  the  Catholi<^1Uer- 
mrcbj  in  Ireland  is  known  to  be  at  this 
day  in  a  slate  of  more  complete  and  un* 
qnalifiad  dapundtntt^nposi  n  -^ign  au* 
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thorfty,  lAtnk  aanr  otker  Cctbelic  tAurcfa 
•now  sifbaiating  m  Europe,  it  ia  no  re- 
proach to  4he  Roman  Catholic  cAergy  of 
Ireland,  that  the  liberties  of  their  church 
have  not  been  vindicated  in  former  timss 
as  sucoessfolly  against  the  see  of  Rome  as 
those  oi^the  Galilean  or  other  Roman  Ca- 
tholic chorches  hove  been:  such  effbfrts 
have  seldom  been  made  suoceasfulty,  ex- 
cept in  concert  with,  and  at  the  instance 
of,  the  state  itself.  It  has  been  Ae  unfor- 
tunate policy  of  the  British  government, 
since  the  reformation,  instead  oif  enclea- 
yourlng  to  limit  and  coiitroul  papal  ahtfao- 
rity,  (so  izr  as  papal  power  may,  consist- 
ently with  the  principles  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  church,  be  limited  and  con- 
trouled,)  to  aim  at  a  fruitless  and  ineflee- 
tual  exclusion  of  what  they  never  did,  or 
could  effectually  exclude.  If  such  a  policy 
were  ever  rational,  it  is  obviously  inappli- 
cable to  times  when  the  religion  of  thn 
Roman  Catholics  is  not  only  recognised 
and  established  by  law,  but  those  who 
profess  it  admtttea  to  the  exercise  if  not 
of  all,  at  least  of  some,  of  tlSe  most  im- 
portant privileges  of  the  constitution. 

Is  it  not  obvious,  then,  that  the  state 
and  the  Roman  Catholics  have  a  common 
interest  in  obtaining  such  safe-guarda 
against  the  abuse  of  papal  authority  and 
foreign  influence,  as  other  states,  both 
Roman  Catholic  and  Protestant,  have  esta- 
blished, without  prejudice  to  the  principles 
of  the  Roman  Catholic  church,  aud  with 
the  foil  ac<)uiescence  and  sanction  of  the 
pope  himself?  and  surely,  if,  at  former 
periods,  such  securities  were  desirable,  how 
indispensably  necessary  have  they  become 
aince  the  head  of  that  church  has  not  6nly 
ceased,  in  common  with  the  other  states  of 
Europe,  to  be  free,  but  has  been  enslaved 
as  a  prisoner,  within  the  territories  of  the 
enemy  ? 

Such  were  the  feelings  and  impressions 
under  which  Mr.  Pitt's  government,  at  the 
period  of  the  Union,  contemplated  the 
possibility  of  eflecting  a  general  settle- 
ment. 

Upon  the  ecclesiastical  part  of  Cheai^ 
rangement,  lord  Castlereagh  was  aothoi- 
riseo,  in  the  year  1799,  to  oommunicate 
with  the  Catholic  clergy.  It  vrasdistincKly 
understood,  that  the'  consideration  of  the 
political  claims  of  the  Catholics  must  re- 
main for  the  consideration  of  the  imperial 
parKament ;  butthe  expediency  of  makiiig 
some  provision  for  their  clergy,  under 
proper  regulations,  was  so  generally  recog- 
nised«  even  by  thoaa  who  were  ayerstto 
OtI] 
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concessions  of  a  political  nataVe,  that  a 
commojiicatioD  was  officially  opened  with 
the  heads  of  their  clergy  upon  this  subject. 

The  result  of  their  deliberations  was 
laid  before  government^  in  certain  resolu- 
tions, signed  by  ten  of  their  bishops,  in- 
cluding the  four  metropolitans,  in  Ja- 
nuary, 1799  ;  in  which  they  declare : 

"That,  in  the  appointment  of  the  pre- 
lates of  the  Roman  Catholic  religion  to 
Tacant  sees  within  the  kingdom,  such  in- 
terference of  the  ffovemment  as  may 
enable  it  to  be  satisfied  of  the  loyalty  of 
the  person  to  be  appointed,  is  just,  and 
ought  to  be  agreed  to. 

"  That,  to  give  this  principle  its  full  ope- 
ration, without  infringing  the  discipline 
of  the  Roman  Catholic  church,  or  di« 
minishing  the  religious  influence  which 
prelates  of  that  church  ought  justly  to 
possess  over  their  respective  flocks,  the 
following  regulations  appear  necessary. 

"1,  On  the  vacancy  of  a  see,  the 
diocesan  clergy  to  recommend,  as  usual,  a 
candidate  to  the  prelates  of  the  ecclesi- 
astical prolince,  who  elect  him,  or  any 
other  they  may  think  more,  worthy,  by  a 
majorify  of  som^ges  :  in  the  case  of  equa- 
lity of  sufii^ges,  the  metropolitan,  or  senior 
prelate  to  have  a  casting  vote,   i 

''  2.  In  the  election  of  a  metropolitan, 
if  the  provincial  prelates  do  not  agree 
within  two  months  from  the  vacancy,  the 
senior  prelate  shall  forthwith  invite  the 
surviving,  metropolitans  to  the  ekctioD, 
in  which  each  will  then  have  a  vote.  In 
the  equality  of  suffrages,  the  presiding 
metropolitan  to  have  the  casting  Tote. 

*'  3.  In  these  elections  the  majority  of 
suffrages  must  be  ultra  medieiaiem,  m  the 
canons  require,  or  must  consist  of  the  suf* 
fragesof  more  than  half  the  electors. 

"  4.  The  cfuididates  so  elected,  to  be 
presented  by  the  president  of  the  election, 
to  government,  wnicfa,  within  one  month 
after  such  presentation,  will  transmit  the 
name  of  the  said  candidate,  if  no  objec- 
tion lie  against  him,^  for  appointment  to 
the  holy  see,  or  return  said  name  to  the 
president  of  the  eleetion,  for  such  trans- 
mission as  may  be  agreed  on. 

^  5.  If  government  have  any  proper 
objection  against  such  candidate,  the  pre- 
sident of  the  election  wiH  be  informed 
thereof,  within  one  month  after  presenu- 
tion,  who  in  that  case,  will  convene  the 
electors,  and  proceed. to  the  election  of 
another  candidate. 

"  Agreeably  to  the  discipline  of  the 
Somen  Catholic  church  these  regulations 


can  have  turefiect  without  the  stliction  of 
the  holy  see  ;  which  sanctioli  the  Roman 
catholic  prelates  of  this  kingdom  ahall»  as 
soon  as  may  be,  use  their  endeavonns  to 
procure. 

•'  The  prelates  are  satisfied  that  the  no- 
mination of  parish  priests,  with  a  certi- 
ficate of  their  having  taken  the  oatlit>f  al- 
legiance, be  notified  to  government*'' 

The  House  will  judge  of  the  surprise 
with  which  he  must,  have  learnt,  after 
receiving  from  the  heads  of  that  church 
the  resolutions  in  question,  not  only  th«t 
suc)i  regulations  as  were  therein  expressed, 
and  which  corresponded  precisely  with 
those  which  she  right  hon.  gent.  (Mr. 
Ponsonby)  was  authorised  by  Dr.  Mikier 
to  open  to  parliament  in  the  year  I807, 
could  not  be  acceded  to  by  the  Catholics, 
but  that  it  was  also  alledged  that  the 
Roman  Catholic  Jbishops  who  signed 
those  resolutions,  had  been  terrified  by 
the  Irish  gorermnent  of  that  day  into  an 
acquiescence  in  measures  which  they  af- 
terwards, upon  reflection,  disapproved. 

Lord  Castlereagh  expressed  his  persua- 
sion that  a  statement  so  ridicnlqns  upon 
the  face  of  it,  and  so  utterly  destitute 
of  truth,  never  coold  have  been  counte- 
nanced by  any  one  of  the  respectable  indi* 
viduals  who  signed  those  resolutions.  The 
fact  was,  that  he  never  perceived  the 
slightest  repugnance  on  th^ir  part  to  the 
measure,  or  doubt  of  its  being  consisteni 
with  the ,  principles  of  their  religion  to 
give  tothe  crovm  a  negative  upon  the  ap- 
pointment of  their  bishops  ;  as  liulc  did 
they  doubt  of  the  arrangement  being  ac- 
ceptable to  the  pope,  whose  consent  they 
undertook  to  use  their  endeavours  as  soon 
as  possible  ti>  procure*  So  far  from  the 
negative  so  intended  to  be  given  to  the 
crown,beingcoBsideredascarryin|^with  it 
any  direct  controul  over  the  appoiiitment 
of'^their  -bishops,  that  the  wish  to  have  ' 
such  a  power  was  distinctly  disclaimed  on 
the  part  of  government.  Not  that  minis- 
ters considered  that  an  actnal  nomination 
of  a  Roman  Catholic  bishop,  -even  by  a 
temporal  prince  of  a  diflerent  church, 
was  in  itself  necessaril]^  incompatible  with 
the  Roman  Catholic  fiuth  in  Ireland,  any 
more  than  in  Runia,  or  Prussia,  the  nomi- 
nation only  operatin*g  in  the  nature  of  a 
recommendation  to  the  pope;  but  it  was 
of  all  others  precisely  that  power^hich 
goverament  ^vonld  have  .been  most  un- 
willing to  chasge  itwlf  with,  incompetent 
a(i  they  felt  themselves  faitfafolly  to  ad- 
minister sucli  a  trust.    They  were  pec* 
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softded  tkti  directptttroo^ge  wm  muiecat- 
saiy  to  tbie  puipom  which  thay  alone  had 
in  TJoWj  in  claiming  any  intarference, 
▼IB.  the  obtaining  for  &e  ProteslantSj  a  ie* 
cority  that  no  person  hereafter  shoold  be 
inTested  with  the  fanetioni  of  a  Roman 
Catholic  bishop,  of  whose  character,  as  a 
loyal  man  and  good  subject,  the  state  was 
not  pcevioosly  satisfied ;  and  they  also 
knew  that  direct  appointments  by  the 
state  were  likely  to  create  unnecessary 
jealousy,  and  to  deprive,  in  the  same 
degree,  the  inditidaal  chosen,  of  the  re- 
spect and  confidence  of  those  committed 
to  his  care.  If  patronage  had  been  really 
their  object,  it  never  could  have  been  se- 
cured, but  on  the  contrary  defeated,  by 
the  Qpen  and  avoned  exercise  of  such  a 
power  MS  the  proposed  negative  by  the 
responsible  servants  of  the  crown.  No 
such  object  was  looked  to,  and  the  persons 
with  whom  government  comitounicated  at 
the  time  did  perfectly  understand,  and  did 
justice  to  the  principles  upon  which  they 
acted.  It  is  due  to  the  Roman  Catholic 
bishops,  at  the  same  time,  to  state  that 
government  experienced,  on  their  part, 
every  facility  in  the  inquiries  they  had  to 
make }  they  furnished  them  freely,  and 
without  the  appearance  of  distrust,  with 
ewtry  information  they  required.  They 
shewed,  throughout  the  discussion,  an 
earoest'disposition  to  conform  to  any  ar- 
rangemenis  which  might  be  proposed, 
with  a  view  of  giving  confidence  to  the 
Ptotestants,  and  which  might  not  dero- 
gate from  the  principles  of  their  own 
church.  They  acknowledged  that  a  mo- 
derate provision  firom  the  state,  such  as 
bad  been  extended  to  the  Presbyterian 
clergy  in  Ireland,  and  to  the  Roman  Ca» 
tholic  clergy  in  Scotland,  would  contribute 
much  to  the  comfort  and  respectability  of 
their  cleray,  yet  they  always  displayed  an 
onaflfected  and  disinterested  reluctance  to 
receive  ejcclosive  benefits,  which  might 
have  the  appearance  of  separating  their 
interests^  trom  those  of  the  laity,  and 
thereby  impair  their  means  of  discharging 
with  eiect  their  sacred  functions. 

Those  who  have  studied  the  public  tem- 
per in  Ireland,  can  beat  appreciate  how 
salutary  would  have  been  the  e£fecU  of 
such  an  arrangement ;  how  much  the  Pro- 
testants would  have  been  conciliated  and 
satisfied,  if  the  government  were  entrusted 
with  the  means  of  excluding  dangerous 
men  from  the  exercise  of  such  important 
powers ;  and  how  much  the  Roman  Ca^ 
thoUc  clergy  might  be  improVed,  if  they 


grew  up  in  such  communicatioii-  with  the 
state,  under  which  they  lived,  as  to  feel 
that  it  was  not  less  their  interest  than 
their  doty  to-maintain  at  all  times  a  reptt« 
tation  for  loyalty  and  fidelity.  Its  bene- 
fits would  not  have  terminated  there :  in 
times  of  public  tumult  and  popular  delu* 
sion,  the  Romato  Catholic  clergy  would 
feel,  that  they  had  at  least  something  on 
which  they  might  subsist,  without  being 
compelled  to  flatter  the  passions  of  their  ' 
misguided  fk>ck,  till  the  period  of  intem- 
perance had  passed  away,  and  might  ihus 
be  enabled,  with  a  firmer  and  bolder  step, 
to  tread  in  the  path  of  their  duty. 

Whilst  the  Roman  Catholic  clergy  feel 
a  becoming  confidence  in  the  purity  of  ' 
their  own  intentions,  and  justly  appeal  to 
the  tests  by  which  they  have  sotemnly- 
disclaimed  all  the  noxious  tenets  which 
have,  in  former  times,  been  imputed  to 
their  church  ;-^whilst  they  declare  that 
they  owe  no  obedience  to  the  pope,  incon- 
sistent with  their  duty  as  good  subjects, 
and  that  their  allegiance  to  the  external 
head  of  their  church  is  Purely  spiritual^ 
and  restricted  to  matters  of  faith  ind  doc-  - 
trioe,  yet  thev  must  be  too  well  versed  in 
the  history  of  mankind,  not  to  feel  and  to 
allow,  that,  so  long  as  spiritual  authority  - 
is  exercised  by  men,  it  is  prone  to  mix  it- 
self in  temporal  concerns,  more  especiallir 
in  matters  which  may*t>e  considered  as  af» 
fecting  the  interests  of  the  church  itself; 
that  a  taste. for  power  is  inseparable  from 
human  nature,  and  that  the  times  may  re- 
turn when  the  power  and  influence  of  the 
see  of  Rome,  if  not  restrained  by  whole* 
some  regulations,  (a  supposition  not  extra- 
vagant, when  the  visible  head  of  the  Ca- 
tholic church  is  a  prisoner,  and  conse- 
quently an  iostrument  in  the  hands  of  the 
enemy,)  may  be  turned  against  the  tem- 
poral interests  and  security  of  the  state. 
Why  is  the  British  governmeot  alone,  of 
all  the  powers  of  Europe,  to  remain  ex- 

Cosed  to  a  danger,  against  which  it  has 
een  the  invariable  policy  of  all  other 
states,  Roman  Catholic  as  well  as  Protes- 
tant, to  provide.  Why  should  Spain,  the 
country  perhaps,  of  all  others  in  Eorepe, 
least  disposed  either  to  heresy  or  schism, 
have  sedulously  excluded  the  see  of  Rome 
from  any  intercourse  with  their  church, 
except  through  the  stale  ?  Why  did 
Austria?  Why  did  France,  unless  they 
were  satisfied  that  such  a  power,  if  secretly 
exercised  over  the  clergy^  passing  by  tlie 
state,  might,  and  must  be  ahused  r  If 
Roman  Catholic  states  have  not  thought  it 
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concessions  of  a  political  natoVe,  that  a 
commuiiicatioD  was  officially  opened  with 
the  heads  of  tbeir  clergy  upon  this  subject. 

The  result  of  their  deliberations  was 
laid  before  government,  in  certain  resolu- 
tions; signed  by  ten  of  their  bishops,  in- 
cluding the  four  metropolitans,  in  Ja- 
nuary, 1799  ;  in  which  they  declare : 

"That,  in  the  appointment  of  the  pre- 
lates of  the  Roman  Catholic  religion  to 
Tacaut  sees  within  the  kingdom,  such  in- 
terference of  the  ffovemment  as  may 
enable  it  to  be  satisfied  of  the  loyalty  of 
the  person  to  be  appointed,  is  just,  and 
ought  to  be  agreed  to. 

"  That,  to  give  this  principle  its  full  ope- 
ration, without  infringing  the  discipline 
of  the  Roman  Catholic  church,  or  di^ 
minishing  the  religious  influence  which 
prelates  of  that  church  ought  justly  to 
possess  over  their  respective  flocks,  the 
following  regulations  appear  necessary. 

"  1»  On  the  vacancy  of  a  see,  the 
diocesan  clergy  to  recommend,  as  usual,  a 
candidate  to  the  prelates  of  the  ecclesi- 
astical province,  who  elect  him,  or  any 
other  they  may  think  more,  worthy,  by  a 
majorify  of  sumages  :  in  the  case  of  equa- 
lity of  Bufirages,  the  metropolitan,  or  senior 
prelate  to  have  a  casting  vote.   • 

"  2.  In  the  election  of  a  metropolitan, 
if  the  provincial  prelates  do  not  agree 
within  two  months  from  the  vacancy,  the 
senior  prelate  shall  forthwith  invite  the 
surviving,  metropolitans  to  the  eloction, 
in  which  each  will  then  have  a  vote.  lo 
the  equality  of  suffrages,  the  presiding 
metropolitan  to  have  the  casting  vote. 

'*  3.  In  these  elections  the  majority  of 
suffrages  must  be  uitra  medietaiem,  as  the 
canons  require,  or  must  consist  of  the  suf- 
frages of  more  than  half  the  electors. 

"  4.  The  candidates  so  elected,  to  be 
presented  by  the  president  of  the  electioD, 
to  government,  which,  within  one  month 
after  such  presentation,  will  transmit  the 
name  of  the  said  candidate,  if  no  objec- 
tion lie  against  him,«  for  appointment  to 
the  holy  see,  or  return  said  name  to  the 
president  of  the  election,  for  such  trans- 
mission as  may  be  agreed  on. 

^5.  If  government  have  any  proper 
objection  asninst  such  candidate,  the  pre- 
sident of  the  election  wiH  be  informed 
thereof,  within  one  month  after  presenta- 
tion, who  in  that  case,  will  convene,  the 
electors,  and  proceed, to  the  election  of 
another  candidate. 

"  Agreeably  to  the  discipline  of  the 
Jtoman  Catholic  church  these  regulations 


can  have  Ito^efiectwitboQt  the  eancttoaof 
the  holy  see  ;  which  sanctioli  the  Roman 
catholic  prelates  of  this  kingdom  shall^  as 
soon  as  may  be,  use  their  endeavoniB  to 
procure. 

*'  The  prelates  are  satisfied  that  the  no- 
mination of  parish  priests,  with  a  certi- 
ficate of  their  having  taken  the  oaitbx>f  al- 
legiance, be  notified  to  government'' 

The  House  will  judse  of  the  snrpriae 
with  which  he  must,  nave  learnt,  after 
receiving  from  the  heads  of  that  church 
the  resolutions  in  question,  not  only  thait 
such  regulations  as  were  therein  expressed, 
and  which  corresponded  precisely  with 
those  which  the  right  hon.  gent.  (Mr. 
Ponsonby)  was  authorised  by  Dr.  Milner 
to  open  to  parliament  in  the  year  1807, 
could  not  be  acceded  to  by  the  Catholics, 
but  that  it  was  also  alledged  that  the 
Roman  Catholic  bishops  who  signed 
those  resolutions,  had  been  terrified  by 
the  Irish  government  of  that  day  into  an 
acquiescence  in  measures  which  thev  af- 
terwards, upon  reflection,  disapproved. 

I^ord  Castlereagh  espressea  his  persua- 
sion that  a  statement  so  ridiculpns  upon 
the  lace  of  it,  and  so  utterly  destitute 
of  truth,  never  could  have  been  counte- 
nanced by  any  one  of  tha  respectable  indi* 
viduals  who  signed  those  resolutions.  The 
fact  was,  that  he  never  perceived  the 
slightest  repugnance  on  th^ir  part  to  the 
measure,  or  doubt  of  its  being  consistent 
with  the .  principles  of  theur  religion  to 
give  tothe  crown  a  negative  upon  the  ap- 
pointment of  their  bishops  ;  as  little  did 
they  doubt  of  the  arrangement  being  ac- 
ceptable to  the  pope,  whose  consent  they 
undertook  to  use  their  endeavours  as  soon 
as  possible  to  procure.  So  far  from  the 
negative  so  intended  to  be  given  to  the 
crown,  being  considered  as  carry  in^  with  it 
any  direct  contronl  over  the  appoultment 
'  of  their  -bishops,  that  the  wish  to  have  ' 
such  a  power  was  distinctly  disclaimed  on 
the  part  of  govenuneot.  mt  that  minis- 
ters considered  that  an  actual  nomination 
of  a  Roman  CaUiolic  bishop,  even  by  a 
temporal  prmce  of  a  difierent  church, 
was  in  itself  necessarily  incompatible  with 
the  Roman  Catholic  fitith  in  Ireland,  any 
more  than  in  Runia,  or  Prussia,  the  nomi- 
nation only  operating  in  the  nature  of  a 
recommendation  to  the  pope;  but  it  was 
of  all  others  precisely  that  pover^hich 
government  would  biave  .been  most  un- 
willing to  cha^  itself  with,  incompetent 
a#  they  felt  themselves  faithfiiUy  to  ad- 
minister such  ft  trust    They  were  pec*^ 
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suaded  that  directptttrooi^  mm  wiiieca*- 
saiy  to  the  |niipont  which  they  alone  had 
in  r'^Wf  in  claiminff  any  interference, 
vis.  the  obtaining  for  Ue  PiotestantSj  a  ie* 
cority  that  no  person  hereafter  should  be 
invested  with  the  fanetiont  of  a  Roman 
Catholic  bishop^  of  whose  character,  as  a 
loyal  man  and  good  sabject,  the  state  was 
not  pcevioQsly  satisfied ;  and  they  also 
knew  that  direct  appointments  by  the 
state  were  likely  to  create  unneoessary 
jealousy,  and  to  deprive,  in  the  same 
degree,  the  individaal  chosen,  of  the  re- 
spect and  confidence  of  those  committed 
to  his  care.  If  patronage  had  been  really 
their  object,  it  never  could  have  been  se- 
cured, but  on  the  contrary  defeated,  by 
the  qpen  and  avowed  exercise  of  such  a 
power  as  the  proposed  negative  by  Uie 
responsible  servants  of  the  crown.  No 
such  object  was  looked  to,  and  the  persons 
with  whom  government  comibunicated  at 
the  time  did  perfectly  understand,  and  did 
justice  to  the  principles  upon  which  they 
acted.  It  is  due  to  the  Koman  Catholic 
bishops,  at  the  same  time,  to  state  that 
government  experienced,  on  their  part, 
every  facility  in  the  inquiries  they  had  to 
make;  they  furnished  them  freely, and 
without  the  appearance  of  distrust,  with 
every  information  they  required.  They 
■hewed,  throughout  the  discussion,  an 
camest*disposition  to  conform  to  any  ar- 
rangements which  might  be  proposed, 
with  a  view  of  giving  confidence  to  the 
PtotastantSy  and  which  might  not  dero- 
gate from  the  principles  of  their  own 
church.  They  acknowledged  that  a  mo- 
derate provision  from  the  state,  such  as 
bad  been  attended  to  the  Presbyterian 
clergy  in  Ireland,  and  to  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholic clergy  in  Scotland,  would  contribute 
much  to  the  comfort  and  respectability  of 
their  clersy,  yet  they  always  displayed  an 
nnaflected  and  disinterested  reluctance  to 
receive  eitclosive  benefits,  which  might 
have  the  appearance  of  separating  their 
interests  from  those  of  ine  laity,  and 
thereby  impair  their  means  of  discharging 
with  efect  their  sacred  functions. 

Those  who  have  studied  the  public  tem- 
per in  Ireland,  can  best  appreciate  how 
salutary  would  have  been  the  tffectM  of 
such  an  arrangement ;  how  much  the  Pro- 
testanu  would  have  been  conciliated  and 
satisfied,  if  the  government  were  entrusted 
with  the  means  of  excluding  dangerous 
men  firom  the  exercise  of  such  imporunt 
powers ;  and  how  much  the  Roman  Ca- 
iiloUc  clergy  might  be  impioVed,  if  they 


grew  up  in  such  communicatioD-  with  the 
state,  under  which  they  lived,  as  to  feci 
that  it  was  not  less  their  interest  than 
their -duty  to 'maintain  at  all  times  a  repu- 
tation for  loyalty  and  fidelity.  lu  bene- 
fits would  not  have  tenninated  there :  in 
times  of  public  tumult  and  popular  delo* 
sion,  the  Romato  Catholic  clergy  would 
feel,  that  they  had  at  least  something  on 
which  they  might  subsist,  without  >eing 
compelled  to  flatter  the  passions  of  their 
misguided  flock,  till  the  period  of  intem- 
perance had  passed  away,  and  might  thus 
be  enabled,  with  a  firmer  and  bolder  step, 
to  tread  in  the  path  of  their  ^uty. 

Whilst  the  Roman  Catholic  clergy  feel 
a  becoming  confidence  in  the  punty  of  ' 
their  own  intentions,  and  justly  appeal  to 
the  tests  by  which  they  have  solemnly 
disclaimed  all  the  noxious  tenets  which 
have,  in  former  times,  been  imputed  to 
their  church; — ^whilst  they  declare  that 
they  owe  no  obedience  to  the  pope,  incon- 
sistent with  their  duty  as  good  subjects, 
and  that  their  allegiance  to  the  external 
head  of  their  church  is  Purely  spiritual, 
and  restricted  to  matters  of  faith  and  doc-  • 
trine,  yet  they  must  be  too  well  versed  in 
the  history  of  mankind,  not  to  feel  and  to 
allow,  that,  so  long  as  spiritual  authority  - 
is  exercised  by  men,  it  is  prone  to  mix  it- 
self in  temporal  concerns,  more  especially 
in  matters  which  may  be  considered  as  af» 
footing  the  interests  of  the  church  itself; 
that  a  taste  for  power  is  inseparable  from 
human  nature,  and  that  the  times  may  re- 
turn when  the  power  and  influence  of  the 
see  of  Rome,  if  not  restrained  by  whole* 
some  regulations,  (a  supposition  not  extra- 
vagant, when  the  visible  head  of  the  Ca- 
tholic church  is  a  prisoner,  and  conse- 
quently an  instrument  in  the  hands  of  the 
enemy,)  may  be  turned  against  the  tem- 
poral interests  and  security  of  the  state. 
Why  is  the  British  government  alone,  of 
all  the  powers  of  Europe,  to  remain  ex- 

Cosed  to  a  danger,  against  which  it  has 
een  the  invariable  policy  of  all  other 
states,  Roman  Catholic  as  well  as  Protes- 
tant, to  provide.  Wbv  should  Spain,  the 
country  perhaps,  of  all  others  In  Europe, 
least  disposed  either  to  heresy  or  schism, 
have  sedulously  excluded  the  see  of  Rome 
from  any  intorcourse  with  their  church, 
except  through  the  state  ?  Why  did 
AusUia?  Why  did  France,  unless  they 
were  satisfied  that  such  a  power,  if  secretly 
exercised  over  the  clergy,  passing  by  m 
state,  might,  and  most  be  aT>used  i  If 
Roman  Catholic  states  have  not  thought  it 
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saHi  to  rel^  upaa  the  mere  aecmly  of 
oathi^  defLoiog  the  allegiance  of  the  clergy 
to.  the  temporal  goireromenty  the  interpre- 
tatioa  of  which*  in  all  cases  of  doubtful 
import^  aa  matter  of  oonBcience,  can  only 
rest'witb  the  indiTiduali  sobacribuig  them ; 
and  if  they  have  deemed  it  essential  to 
their  freedom,  and  safety,  to  fence  them* 
selves  round  with  additional  safeguards, 
ai|d  even  to  exclude  the  direct  power  of 
the  see  of  Rome,  from  operating  within 
their  dominions,  in  concerns  not  purely 
appertaining  to  faith  and  doctrine;  can 
the  Roman  Catholics  of  these  dominions 
complain,  if  the  Protestant  state  of  this 
realm  should  regard  that  foreign  power 
with  similar  sentiments  of  fair  and  justi- 
fiable jealousy,  and  insist  upon  eorres^ 
pondinff  measures  of  security  and  precau- 
tion? Siall  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Ire- 
land complain,  or  are  they  rationally  en* 
tided  to  impute  to  their  own  government. 
Views  either  illiberal  or  unwise,  when  they 
demand  securities  from  them  not  greater 
than  states  purely  Roman  Catholic  in  their 
structure  have  required  ?  If  the  Sovereigns 
of  Russia  and  Prussia  claimed  not  only 
the  right  of  excluding  all  briefs  or  re- 
soripts  from  the  see   of  Rome,  not  pre- 
viously submitted  to  the  temporal  autho- 
rity of  the  respective  states  ;  if  they  .fur- 
'ther  assumed  (if  not  with  the  formal  sanc- 
tion of  the  sovereign  pontiff  expressed  in 
a  concordat,  yet  certainly  with  his  full 
and  cordial  acquiescence  in  giving  efieot  to 
the  appointments  made)  the  direct  and 
positive  nomination  to  all  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholic sees  within  their  dominions;  if  re- 
gulations similar  in  principle  have  pre- 
vailed in  Protestant  states,  popular  in  their 
form  of  government,— shall  it  be  imputed' 
as  a  deinand  unreasonable  on  the  part  of 
the  crown  of  Great  Britain,  not  actually  to 
nominate,  but  to  have  the  power  of  ex- 
cluding persons  from  the  exercise  of  the 
episcopal  functions,  in  whose  loyalty  his 
Majesty  cannot  confide? — Shall  all  the 
Roman  Catholic  subjects  in  Europe  cheer- 
folly  confide  such  power  to  their  respec- 
tive govemmenu?-*Shall  the  head  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  church  himself  acknow- 
ledge such  powevs,  not  only  in  all  the 
Roman    Catholic  sovereigns  in  Europe, 
but  in  the  monarch  of  the  Greek  church 
in  Russia,  and  in  a  Protestant  monarch  in 
Prussia ;  and  yet  refase  to  the  king  of  these 
realms  a  much  more  limited  interfsrenoe  ? 
That   any  such  repugnance  would  have 
been  found  in  the  late,  or  present  pontiff, 
when  in  possessioD  of  their  pofsonal  liber* 


taesy^haa  alwagra  been  deoiiAl  bp 
moKli  campetenk  to  answer  for  tb 
meata.    Boee  it  thea  become  the 
Ronaa  Catbolics  to  raise  difficoUt 
\Akia  head  ?*— Does  it  become  their  fitolar 
bishops,  aften  all  that  has  passed  on- this 
subject,  to<  object  ?  They  ought  to  veool* 
lect  that  their  church,  being  a  atrictty 
papal  church,  peculiarly  warrants  theatat^ 
m  such  a  demand.    Thie  Roman  Cathoiic 
chttcch  of  Ireland,  from  causes  already  ml- 
luded  to,  never  has  vindicated  its  owa  ii«> 
b'erties  against  the  see  of  Rome,  it  has  no 
conconlat,  it  has  no  domeatic  rights  es- 
presaly  secured.    The  pope  has,  on  maay 
occasions^  rejected  the  reoommendatioiis  ii 
their  bishops  to  vacant  sees,  and  substitnted 
direct  nominations  from  himself  ia  tlieir 
room.    In  short,  it  may  bc'assersed,  foand* 
ing  their  discipline  and'  church  govena* 
meat  principally   on  the  canons  of  the 
council  of  Trent*  a  eounoil  which  poioted- 
ly  saved  to  the  see  of  Rome  all  its  rights 
and  privileges,  in  the  most  esEiended  and 
objectionable  sense,  and  which  has  never 
been  acknowledged*  in«  points  of  discipline, 
by  the  Gallican  and  other  free  chupcbes, 
that  the  Irish  church  is  at-this  day  one  of 
the  most  dependeat  in  Europe,,  and  thai 
in  which  the  power  of  the  pope  has  the 
most  unqualified  sway. 

It  is  impossible  that  the  Roman  Catho- 
lics of  Ireland  should,  upon  refleotion, 
gravely  determine  to  stand  on  soch 
grounds,  when  they  come>  to  aelicit  consti- 
tutional privileges,  and  political  confidence* 
Do  they  mean  to  describe  themselves  as 
such  separatists  from  the  whole  body  of 
the  Roman  Catholics  in  Europe^  thai,  con- 
sistently with  the  principles  o(  their  reli- 
gion, they  cannot  enter  into  any  connect 
tiou  with  the  state  under  which  they  live? 
In  the  discussion  of  a  settlement,  under  the 
protection  of  which  mutual  confidenoe 
might  be  expected  hereaf^r  to  prevail, 
many  new  poinu  may  suggest  themselves 
for  candid  consideration;  but  can  there 
exist  any  Question  upon  points  long  sioce 
settled,  ana  understood,  by  the  practice  of 
every  liberal  Roman  Catholic  in  Europe  ? 
— 4f  such  pretensions  are  persevered  in, 
the  inference  must  be,  not  that  the  Roman 
Catholic  religion  itself  is  thoobstaclei  but 
that  the  belief  and  practice  of  it>  at  this 
day  prevalent  in  Ireland,  is  the  iroprdi- 
ment?— Are  the  Roman  Catholics  pre- 
pared fi>r  such  an  avowal  ?  If  they  are^  it 
appeared  to  him  they  must- watt- till  better 
times  and  belter  notions  prevail  oct  their 
pajrt^  before  they  can  hopo  la  urge  ihetr 
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ckiMt  wtlh  any  proipect  of  tnoc< 
With  such  •entimenu  political  incorpora^ 
lion  can  ncTer  load  to  peaoo  and  onion. 
UpoAaoch  prinoipleaconceaion  waa  ne?«r 
camamplated  by  Mr.  Pitt,  nor«  as  lar  as 
he  balierod,  by  any  of  those  who  acted 
with  hia  al  the  time  of  the  Union.  They 
were  piepared  to  gi^e  the  Homaa  Catho- 
lies  the  most  unqoalified  secorities>  fer  the 
free  exercise  of  their  religion;  their  wish 
was  to  see  the  ninisterB  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  communion^  without  piejedice 
to  the  established  religion,  deceqtly  en- 
dowed. They  had  no  desire  to  interfere 
with  the  discipline  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
ch«rch>  so  iar  as  it  regarded  matters  of 
wonihip;  bat^  in  so  for  as  it  concerned  the 
appdntment  of  their  clergy,  especially 
the  titular  bishops,  and  more  parttculariy 
the  intercoarae  of  the  Reman  Catholic 
body  with  the  see  of  Rome,  they  desired 
to  see  it  brought  under  such  regulations, 
«si  without  imposing  any  degrading  de- 
pendence upon  the  crown>  mi|^t  dissipate 
the  impressions  of  alarm  naturally  arising 
from  the  secret  eseroise  of  a  foreign  in- 
fleence  within  these  realms : — by  secret, 
he  did  not  mean  to  insinuate,  that  it  had 
not  been  innocently  exercised  in  latter 
times ;  by  the  two  latter  pontiA^  he  be- 
lieved it  had  been  not  only  innocently, 
but  most  Tirtuously  administered,  nd  with 
the  most  friendly  views  both  to  the  inte- 
reste  of  the  stete,  and  the  preservation  of 
internal  peace;  but  no  such  covert. inter- 
ference ought  to  prevail  in  any  country, 
and  it  ought  to  be  the  wish  of  the  Roman 
CathoKo  body,  as  much  as  of  the  Protes-. 
tant,  that  its  operations  should  be  undis* 
guised,  and  be  submitted  openly  to  the  in- 
spection of  the  temporal  power. 

Lord  Casilereagh  proceeded  to  argue  on 
the  compatibility  of  such  a  modified  en- 
dowment of  the  clergy  of  a  dissenting 
sect,  with  the  preservation  of  the  estab- 
lished church  in  all  its  rightsand  privileges. 
He  instanced  the  advantages  which  had 
been  derived  from  a  similar  provision, 
which  had  long  been  enjoyed  by  the  Pres- 
byterian clergy,  but  especially  from  the 
regulations  under  which  that  endowment 
had  been  lately  extended.  He  adverted 
to  a  similar  extension  of  royal  benevolence 
to  the  Roman  CathoUo  Clergy  in  Scotland, 
which  took  place,  with  the  grateful  ac- 
knowledgements of  the  fete  Pope,  Pius 
Vi.  in  the  year  1790*  He  pointed  out 
that  the  adoption  of  such  a  measure  of 
indulgence  to  the  two  ancient  sects,  whose 
numbeie  and  weight  in  tbv  empire  made 


them  objects  of^  permanent  regulation,  did 
notcomtenanco  any  claim  in  the  varioua 
and  fluctuating  sectarists  of  the  present 
day  to  similhr  ^vor  and  protection,  which 
could  not  fail  to  be  productive  of  the  ^at- 
est  evils,  u  tending  to  encourage  religions 
separation.  He  instanced  the  case  of  Scot^ 
land,  where  the  episcopal  church  was  en- 
dowed by  the  state,  without  prejudice  to 
the  established  Presbyterian  religion,  and 
contended  that,  so  far  from  endangering, 
such  a  system  was  calculated  to  stren^hen 
the  established  church,  by  tranquillizing 
Ireland,  and  by  placing  the  clergy  of  the 
most  numerous  sect  in  a  more  friendly 
relation  to  the  state. . 

In  this  view,  he  fbrther  argued  against 
the  idea  that  any  additional  evil  or  difli* 
cnlty  areee  fVom  the  existence  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  religion  in  an  episcopal  form  in 
Ireland.  On  the  contrary,  he  was  of  opi- 
nion, that  the  power  and  authority  inci- 
dent* to  bishops  was,  in  itself,  protanio, 
a  salntaiy  reduction  of  the  external  au- 
thority of  the  See  of  Rome;  and  on  this 
gnaund,  however,  the  assumption  of  the 
titular  character  might  excite  some  degree 
of  uneasiness,  he  much  preferred  the  mi- 
nistry of  bishops  to  that  of  apostolic  vicars, 
who  were  missionaries,  removeable  at 
pteasnre,  and  obliged  explicitly  to  obey 
all  orders  fh>m  Rome. 

Lord  Castlereagh  next  proceeded  to 
complain  of  the  Insinuations  too  oflen 
falsely  and  ignorantly  thrown  ou^  of 
pledges  given  to  the  Roman  Catholics  on 
this  subject,  at  the  time  of  the  Union.  He 
condemned  the  practice  of  idly  imputed 
breaehes  of  faith  on  loose  grounds,  which 
tended  to  excite  a  sense  of  injury,  as  well 
as  disappointment.  It  was  singular  if 
such  pledges  had  ever  been  giyen,  or 
promises  made,  that  none  of  the  parties  to 
whom  they  were  addressed,  should  have 
come  forward  distinctly  to  claim  their 
execution  ;  he  asserted  that  none  such 
existed,  to  his  -  knowledge,  and  he  could 
venture  to  make  the  same  assertion  on 
behalf  of  those  with  whom  he  had  acted. 

He  did  not  mean  to  say,  that  many  of 
the  Roman  Catholics  did  not  form,  and 
naturally  form,  sanguine  hopes  that  fur- 
ther political  indulgences  would  follow 
the  Union,  founding  such  expectation  on 
several  of  the  speeches  delivered  in  par* 
1  lament  at  the  time,  and  on  the  general 
language  held,— that  their  claims  would 
be  discussed  in  the  united  legislature  with 
less  prejudice,  and  that  the  question  itself 
would  then  come  forward,  stripped  of 
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many  of  its  local  difficoJim;  bottbes6> 
tpeecbes  could  ooly  conclude  tbe  iadivio 
doals  who  nade  Umqi»  they  could  neither 
commit  the  parliament^  nor  the  goTem- 
ment»  whose  language  uniformly  was,  that . 
it  was  a  question  which  must  remain  for 
the  unfettered  wisdom  of  the  united  parlia- 
nent  to  dispose  of:  and  so  pointedly  dis- 
tinct was  Mr.  Pitt's  lan^age  on  this  sub- 
jectj  that,  when  opemng  the  measure, 
after  setting  forth  all  the  immediate  ad- 
vantages of  union,  be  expressly  argued, 
that  it  would  jbe  more  safe,  in  an  united 
legislature,  either  to  concede^  or  to  lefliise 
the  Roman  Catholic  clainu. 

So  anxiously  solicitous  was  the  Irish  go- 
Teroment  i^pt  to  mislead  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholics, with  false  hopes,  that  they  never 
gave  them,  during  the  two  years  the  Union 
was  in  acitation,  any  reason  to  know  what 
line  Mr.  Fitt  was  likely  ultimately  to  take 
upon  their  measure.  In  consequence  of 
this  studious  reserve  on  their  part,  .much 
of  the  influence  of  the  Roman  <  Catholic 
body  was  exei;ted  against  the  Union,  and 
so  little  did  tbe  Roman  Catholics,  who 
had  been  in  communication  with  the  Irish 
government,  feel  themselves  entitled,  from 
any  previous  explanations  they  had  re- 
ceived, to  expect  Mr.  Pitt  to  take  the  de- 
cisive line  he  did  in  favour  of  their  claims, 
that  he  believed  bis  doing  so  was  a  matter 
of  considerable  surprise  to  them*  • 

That  lord  Cornwallis  never  considered 
any  pledge  or  assurance  to  have  been 
given,  he  had  the  means  oC  proving,  be- 
yond the  possibility  of  doubt,  from  a 
communication  received  from  that  noble 
lord,  in  1801,  in  reply  to  inquiries  made 
by  himself,  relative  to  two  papers,  which 
the  House  will  recollect  were  circulated  in 
Ireland  at  that  time,  and  which  be  (lord 
Castlereagh)  had  never  seen  till  they  ap- 
peared in  print;  on  the  contrary,  the  prin- 
ciple upon  which  lord  Cornwallis  acted 
wvLS,  that  the  measure,  to  be  either  con- 
ciliatory or  dignified,  ought  to  be  the 
spontaneous  and  gratuitous  act  of  tbe 
united  legislature.  The  Memorandum  re- 
ceited  from  lord  Cornwallis,  he  would, 
wiih  permission,  read. 

"Dublin  Castle,  March  3,  1801. 

''  My  dear  Lord  ; 

"  In  answer  to  the  queries  stated; 
In. your  lordship's  letter  to  the  lord  lieute- 
nanty  of  tbe  26th  instant,  his  excellency 
has  directed  me  to  enclose  to  you  the  state- 
ment which  accompanies  thu  letter,  and 
which  has  been  prepared  according  to  his 
excellency's  directions;  I  am  ever,  my 


dear  lord,  most  truly,   your   lordahipV 
servant,  E.  Cooks." 

"  Viscount  Castlereaffh,  8tc. " 

Memorandum.  ''When  it  was  notified 
to  the  lord  lieutenant  that  Mr.  Pitt,  lord 
Grenville,  lord  Spencer,  lord  Camden, 
Mr.  Dundas,  and  Mr.  Windham,  had  ri>- 
quested  permission  to  retire  from  his  Ma* 
jesty's  councils,  upon  their  not  being  sane* 
tioned  in  bringing  forward  such  measures 
as  they  thought  essential  to  secure  to  the 
empire  the  full  benefit  of  the  Union,  the 
most  important  of  which  measures  was  a 
concession  of  further  privileges  to  his  'Ma- 
jesty's Roman  Catholic  subjects,  his  ex- 
cellency conceived  that  it  was  expedient 
that  tlie  Catholic  body  should  have  an 
authentic  communication  upon  a  subject 
sa  deeply  affecting  their  situation  and  in- 
terests, and  so  calculated  to  influence 
their  future  conduct* 

"  His  excellency  had  long  held  it  as 
his  private  opinion,  that  tbe  measure  in- 
tended by  those  of  his  Majesty's  ministers 
who  were  retiring  from  office,  was  neces* 
sary  for  securing  the  connection  of  Ireland 
with  Great  Briuin.  He  had  been,  how- 
ever«  cautious  in  his  language  on  tbe  sub- 
ject, and  bad  studiously  avoided  any  de» 
deration  to  the  Catholics,  on  which  they 
could  raise  an  expectation,  that  their 
wishes  were  to  be  conceded.  Through 
the  whole  measure  of  tbe  Union,  which  was 
in  discussion  for  two  years,  and,  daring 
which  period,  every  effort  was  made  to 
procure  a  resistance  to  the  measure  bn  the 
part  of  the  whole  body  of  the  Catholics, 
no  £Avourable  assurance  or  pvoaisewas 
made  to  them. 

"  Their  judicious  conduct,  during  that 
trying  period,  confirmed  his  excellency 
in  tbe  opinion,  that  every  measure  tend- 
ing to  secure  their  attachment  to  the  em- 
pire in  future,  which  they  had  in  this  in- 
stance so  essentially  served,  ought  in  true 
policy  to  be  attempted. 

''  His  excellency  did  therefore  recom'* 
mend  it  to  his  chief  secretary,  who  was 
engaged  with  his  Majesty'^s  ministers,  in 
the  course  of  the  summer,  in  England, 
to  second  every  disposition  for  effecting 
the  object  of  the  Catholics  :  at  the  same 
time  he  retained  a  prudential  reserve  to 
the.  Catholics  during  the  progress  of  the 
discussions  of  the  cabinet. 

"  His  Majesty  having  approved  of  the 
solicitation  of  the  nijority  of  his  Majesty's 
ministers  to  retira  from  his  Majesty's 
councils,  his  exoaUency  having  requested 
that  his  Majesty  wonlo  extond  to  |iim  the 
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tame  indolgeiice,  it  bectme  m  oMtter  of 
pablic  duty  for  his  esttellency  to  cxplnn 
to  tbe  Catholic  body  the  semimento  which 
had  been  held  with  respect  to  them,  and 
to  incolcate  the  lin^  of  conduct  which  in 
this  arduoiu  crisis  it  became  them  to  par- 


sae. 


His  ezcellency  therefore,  being  ap- 
prized of  the  sentiment  held  by  Mr.  Piu, 
did,  on  the  1 3th  of  February,  send  ior 
lord  Fingal  and  Dr.  Troy,  and  gave  them 
two  papers,  to  be  by  them  circulated 
among  the  principal  Catholics  in  diffisreni 
parts  of  Irel^d. 

'«  The  first,  his  Excellency  felt  assured, 
corresponded  with  Mr.  Pittas  sentiments ; 
"  Anil  the  other  conveyed  his  own  pri- 
rate  sentiments,  formed  on  the  speeches 
and  conduct  of  many  of  the  most  eminent 
characters  of  all  parties  and  dislinctions. 
«'  It  being  of  great  importance  that  any 
coromunica^on  made  by  bis  excellency, 
should  not  be  misunderstood,  or  muin- 
terpreted,  and  that  it  should  make  a  due 
impressioD,  and  produce  a  general  good 
effect,  his  excellencypreferred  a  written 
to  a  mere  verbal  communication,  which 
might  have  been  ill  reported,  and  might 
have  been  subject  to  perversion,  accord- 
ing to  the  inclination  or  the  capacity  of 
those  who  should  circulate  and  receive  it. 
**  His  excellency  has  seen*  a  happy  re- 
sult from  this  mode  of  proceeding.    Ru- 
mours having  been  transmitted  from  £ng- 
laiod,  that  Uie  wishes  of  the  Catholics 
were  likely  to  be  acceded  to,  every  ill 
conseqnence  from  their  dLtappointment 
has  been  obviated ;  antf  there  is  now  every 
reason  to  believe,  that  they  will  take  that 
line  of  conduct  which  the  well-wishers  to 
his  Majesty's  service,  and  the  cauw  of  the 
empire,  would  desire/' 

The  House  will  perceive,  kom  thb 
statement,  not  only  that  no  pledee  was 
given  previous  lo  the  Union,  hot  that  the 
papers  in  ouestion,  which  have  been  ofim 
confounded  in  point  of  date  with  the 
Union,  and  been  supposed  to  contain  some 
pledge,  were  framed  and  issued  in  Ire- 
land, ho^  after  that  measure  had  been  ef- 
fected, without  the  knowledge  or  autho- 
rity of  any  member  of  the  government  in 
England.  The  sentiments  contained  in 
one  of  the  papers^  lord  Comwallia  knew 


to  be  Mr.  Pitt's,  having  been  conveyed  ia 
a  letter  from  himself  (lord  Castlereagh)  to 
his  lordship,  which  letter  was  previously 


in -administration,  under  their  inability  to 
propose  it  with  the  circumtilances  neces- 
sary to  carrying  the  measure  with  all  its 
advantages^  and  they  have  retired  from 
his  Majesty's  service,  considering  this  line 
of  conduct  as  most  likely  to  contribute  to 
its  ultimate  success. 

The  Catholic  body  will  therefore  see 
hoV  much  their  future  hopes  most  depend 
upon  strengthening  their  cause  by  good 
conduct  in  the  meantime. 

They  will  prudently  consider  their  pros- 
pects, as  arising  from  the  persons  who 
now  espouse  their  interests,  and  compare 
them  with  those  which  they  could  look  to 
from  any  other  quarter. 

They  may  with  confidence  rely  on  the 
sealous  support  of  ail  those  who  retire,  and 
of  many  who  remain  in  office,  when  it  can 
be  given  with  a  prospect  of  success.^ 

They  may  be  assured,  that  Mr.  Pitt  will 
do  bis  utmost  to  establish  their  cause  in 
the.  public  favour,  and  prepare  the  way 
for  their  finally  attaining  their  objects. 

And  the  Catholics  will  feel,  that  as  Mr. 
Pitt  could  not  concur  in  a  hopeless  at« 
tempt  to  force  it  now,  that  he  must  at  all 
times  repress  with  the  same  decision,  as  if 
he  held  an  adverse  opinion,  any  uncon- 
stitutional conduct  in  the  Catholic  body. 

Under  these  ctrcomstances  it  cannot  be 
doubted,  that  the  Catholics  will  take  the 
most  loyal,  dutiful,  and  patient  line  of 
conduct,"  that  they  will  not  suffer  them* 
selves  to  be  led  into  measures,  which  can, 
by  any  construction,  give  a  handle  to  the 
opposers  of  their  wishes,  either^  to  misin- 
teipret  their  principles,  or  to  raise  an  ar- 
gument for  resisting  their  claims;  but  that, 
by  their  prudent  and  exemplary  demean* 
our,  they  will  afford  additional  grounds 
to  the  growing  number  of  their  advocates 
to  enforce  their  claims  on  proper  occa- 
sions, until  their  objects  can  be  finally 
and  advantageously 


•^ta 


*  The  leading  pan  of  his  Majesty's 
mmisters  finding  onsnrmountable  obsta- 
cles to  the  bringing  forward  mefsmres  of 
concession  to  the  Cithelie  body,  whilst  in 
office,  have  ioU  it  impopaible  lo  conlinae 


SaUimenisqf  a  nncere friend  to  the  CtuMia, 

(Lord  Conttotdlu.j 

If  the  Catholics  shall  now  proceed  to 
violence,  or  entertain  any  ideas  of  gain- 
ii|g  their  object  by  convulsive  measures, 
by  fbrmin|[  assoclataoos  vrith  men  of  jaco- 
bmical  .pnnciples,  they  most  of  course 
loae  the  aid  and  support  of  those,  who 
haTO  sacrificed  thair  own  silnation  in  ibeir 


wog 


9tAiaL:  SEBATBB,  Mat  25,  I810..*4biii^  CaikMc  Piikimi. 


aeen  and  approTed  of  by  Air.  Pitt»  al- 
thoagh  not  ^pressed  pnsciwly  in  the 
teroM  used  in  tha  papar ;  but  that  tbe  opi- 
nions contained  in  the  second  'paper, 
were  giren  to  the  Roman  Catholics  aim* 
ply  as  his  lordship's  own  sentiments  at 
the  moment,  appeared  distinctly,  not  only 
from  the  Memorandum  which  he  had  read, 
but  still  more  pointedly  from  a  correspon- 
dence which  subsequently  took'plaee  be> 
tween  lord  Cornwsrilisand  Mr.  Plowden*, 

cause,  but  who  wooHl  dt  the  same  time 
feel  it  to  be  their  indispensable  duty  to 
oppose  every  thing  tending  to  confusion. 
On  the  other  hand,  should  the  Catholics 
be  sensible  of  the  benefita  they  possess, 
by  faarinff  so  many  characters  of  emi- 
nence pledged,  not  to  embark  in  the  ser- 
vice of  goYemment,  except  on  the  terms 
of  the  Catholic  privilege  being  obtained, 
it  is  to  be  hoped,  that  on  balancing  the 
advantages  and  disadvantages  of  their  si- 
tuation, they  wodd  prefer  a  quiet  and 
peaceable  demeanom*  to  any  line  of  con- 
duct of  an  opposite  description. 

*  (Copy).     Correapondaite   bettoem  Lord 
ComwdUis  and  Mr.  Plowdm, 

(From  Mr.  PJaudm,) 

Essex  *Street,  ath  April,  1B05. 

My  Lord ;  Having,  by  the  publication 

ef  my  Historical  Review  of  the  State  of 

Ireland,  largely  committed  myself  to  the 

Stesent  and  liitore  generations,  I  will  not 
issemble  that  I  am  anxious  to  preserve, 
and  hand  down  to  posterity,  my  character 
free,  as  I  know  it  to  be,  from  the  slightest 
stain  upon  its  honoar,  honesty  and  truth. 
£re  your  lordship  quits  this  country,  I 
have  one  request  more  to  make  of  you, 
which,  as  it  is  an  act  of  justice  to  the  Irish 
nation  and  to  yourself,  1  do  expect  will  be 
attended  td.  It  is  merely  that  your  lord- 
ahip  verify  my  assertion  of  your  having 
given  the  papers  mentioned  in  my  Histo- 
rical Review,  Sd  vol.  p.  944.  to  Doctor 
Troy,  in  the  presence  of  Colonel  Little- 
hales.  My  reason  for  asking  this  act  of 
justice^t  your  hands  is,  in  order  that  in 
your  absence,  I  may  effectually  repel  the 
charge  which  has  been  made  to  me  per- 
sonally in  Downmg-Street  and  elsewhere, 
by  members  of  parliament,  calling  tltem- 
selves  your  lordships -confidential  frien^is, 
that  you  never  did  give  rach  ple<lge  U\ 
Doctor  Trov,  nor  ever  did  entertain  a 
aamiment  like  these  which  are  exptessed 
in  that  paper.  I  am  encouraged  by  se* 
ftnl  of  tlM  first  characters  of  thia  coon* 


with  reference  to  these  pafMrs,  in  winch 
hi*  lordship  deelatea  ''  ihat  he  never  was 
,  authorised,  directly  or  indirectly,  by 
any  member  jof  the  admtnisiration  wiio 
then  resigned  his  office,  to  give  a  pledge 
-that  he  would  not  embark  again  in  tfee 
service  of^  government,  except  on  the 
terms  of  the  Roman  Catholic  privi- 
leges :beiiig  obtained.''  That  lord  Com- 
wnllis  'did  not  continae  to  consider,  even 
as  a  matter  of  opinion,  that  the  gtonnds 

try,  to  prepare  an  abridged  edition  of  my 
work,  for  more  general  consultation,  aiid  I 
shall,  of  course,  avail  myself  of  f^h  evt- 
deooe<to  confirm  what  I  hope  is  tree,  aa 
well  as  to  correct  what  I  should  lament 
was  iiJse  in  the  present  edition.  Year 
hn^dshin  will  not  wonder  that  a  certain  4le- 
gree  of  scepticism  has  assailed  my  mind 
upon  coupling  in  my  thoughts  some  re- 
cent Appointments  vrith  many  character 
of  eminence,  pledged  not  to  embark  in  the 
science  of  government,  except  on  the 
lerms  of  the  Catholic  privilegeo  being  o(k 
tained.  I  therefore  thought  it  conssstem 
with  the  character  of  a  gentleman  to  praseoft 
you  my  works,  to  write  to  and  to  call  upon 
your  lordship.  As  these  intended  marb 
of  attention  have  remained  unnoticed,  I 
shodld  think  it  inconsistent  with  that  cha- 
racter to  renew  them.  I  have  the  honour 
to  be,  with  all  due  respect.  Your  Lord- 
ship's obedient  humble  Servant, 

Francis  Plowdxn. 

(Lord  ComwalUi't  Awwer.J 

Burlington  Street,  7th  April,  1805. 

Sir ;  I  have  received  your  letter  of  yes- 
terday's date,  and  I  feel  no  difficulty  in 
giving  -dM  most  satisfactory  answer  to  it 
in  my  power. 

I  have  neither  a  copy  nor  a  distinct  re- 
collection of  the  words  of  the  paper  that 
I  gave  to  Doctor  Troy ;  but  this  I  perfectly 
well  remember,  that  the  paper  was  hastily 
given  to  him  by  me,  to  be  circulated 
amongst  his  friends,  with  the  view  of  pre* 
venting  any  immediate  disturbances  or 
other  bad  effects  that  might  be  appre- 
hended from  the  accounts  that  baa  just 
arrived  from  England  ;  and  if  I  made  use 
of  the  word  pledged,  I  could  only  mean 
that,  in  my  own  opinion,  the  ministers, 
by  resigning  the rr^  offices,  gSLve  a  pl^ge 
of  their  being  friends  to  the  measure  of 
Catholic  Emancipation;  for  1  can  assure 
you  that  1  never  received  authority,  di- 
rectly or  indirectly,  from  any  member  ef 
adaunisiration  who  resigned  bis  offioe^  le 
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Hii  Tight  hon.  friend  (air  W.  Scott)  luid 
truly  deicribed  the  gratt  power  and  in- 
iluenct  which  eveiy  where  appertaint  to 
the  Roman  Catholic  hierarchj,  and  no 
where  in  a  greater  degree  than  in  Ireland. 
It  might  be  doubted  whether  the  influ- 
ence of  the  Roman  Catholic  clergy  in 
Ireland  was  not  the  moat  powerful  instru- 
ment that  existed  in  that  country  to  di- 
rect the  minds  of  the  people,  not  merely 
with  respect  to  their  spiritual,  but  their 
temporal  concerns.  How  important  then, 
to  the  peace,  as  well  as  social  and  moral 
improvement  of  the  country,  that  the 
clergy  of  so  large  a  proportion  of  the  peo- 
ple should  be  conneeted  with  the  state  by 
erery  tie  of  common  interest  which  may 
be  compatible  with  the  principles  of 
their  religion  and  the  character  of  its  mi* 
nisters. 

When  lie  expressed  his  desire  to  see 
such  a  connection  established,  it  was  not  in 
the  expectation  of  imposing  upon  them  any 
unbecoming  or  unworthy  influence,  which 
might  lower  them  in  the  minds  of  their 
own  people,  and  disqualify  them  from  the 
due  discharge  of  their  sacred  functions. 
It  was  no  part  of  his  purpose  to  endeavour 
to  extinguish  the  Roman  Catholic  religion 
in  Ireland ;  he  might  lament  the  extent  of 
sectarism  in  the  empire  as  adding  largely 
to  the  difficulties  or  governing  it,  but  he 
was  sore  any  attempt  at  this  time  to  dis- 
turb the  faith  and  habits  of  a  people  long 
attached,  under  every  difficulty,  to  their 
reliffion,  was  equally  unwise  and  imprac- 
ticable ;  his  wish  was,  therefore,  not  that 
they  should  cease  to  be  Roman  Catholics, 
for  if  they  did,  they  probably  would  cease 
to  have  any  Teligion  at  all,  but  that  they 
should  continue  to  be  sincere,  but  liberal 
Roman  Catholics,  connecting  themselves 
with  their  own  government,  for  purposes 
of  mutual  bendfit,  to  the  exclusion  of  all 
foreign  connection. 

It  was  not  as  justifyinsr  any  reflection 
upon  the  Roman  Catholic  body  in  Ireland, 
he  felt  it  necessary  to  state,  that,  not  only 
no  connection  at  this  moment  subsisted 
between  their  church  and  the  temporal 
state  under  which  they  lived,  such  as  has 
been  known  to  exist  both  between  Roman 
Catholic  governments  and  Roman  Catho- 
lic churches,  hot  between  Protestant  go- 
▼emmenta  and  Roman  Catholic  churches, 
without  any  infraction  of  the  principles 
of  their  faith ;  but  that  the  Catholic 'hier- 
archy in  Ireland  is  known  to  be  at  this 
day  in  a  state  of  more  complete  and  un- 
qualified dependence' upon  a  ^reign  au- 
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thority,  than  any  other  Catholic  diurch 
now  subsieting  m  Europe.  It  b  no  re- 
proach to  the  Roman  Catholic  clergy  ef 
Ireland,  that  the  liberties  of  their  church 
have  not  been  vindicated  in  former  times 
as  successfully  aninst  the  see  of  Rome  as 
those  of  the  uallican  or-  other  Roman  Ca- 
tholic churches  have  been :  such  eflbrts 
have  seldom  been  made  successfully,  ex- 
cept in  concert  with,  and  at  the  instance 
of,  the  state  itself.  It  has  been  the  unfor- 
tunate policy  of  the  British  government, 
since  the  reformation,  instead  of  endea- 
vouring to  limit  and  coiitroul  papal  autho- 
rity, (so  lar  as  papal  power  may,  consist- 
ently with  the  principles  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  church,  be  limited  and  con- 
trouled,)  to  aim  at  a  fruitless  and  ineflee- 
tual  exclusion  of  what  they  never  did,  or 
could  effectually  exclude.  If  such  a  policy 
were  ever  rational,  it  is  obviously  inappli- 
cable to  times  when  the  religion  of  the 
Roman  Catholics  is  not  only  recognised 
and  established  by  law,  but  those  who 
profess  it  admitted  to  the  exercise  if  not 
of  all,  at  least  of  some,  of  th*e  most  im- 
portant privileges  of  the  constitution. 

Is  it  not  obvious,  then,  that  the  state 
and  the  Roman  Catholics  have  a  common 
interest  in  obtaining  such  safe-guarda 
against  the  abuse  of  papal  authority  and 
foreign  influence,  as  other  states,  both 
Roman  Catholic  and  Protestant,  have  esta- 
blished, without  prejudice  to  the  principles 
of  the  Roman  Catholic  church,  aud  with 
the  full  acquiescence  and  sanction  of  the 
pope  himself?  and  surely,  if,  at  former 
periods,  such  securities  were  desirable,  how 
indispensably  necessary  have  they  become 
aince  the  head  of  that  church  has  not  only 
ceased,  in  common  with  the  other  states  of 
Europe,  to  be  free,  but  has  been  enslaved 
as  a  prisoner,  within  the  territories  of  the 
enemy? 

Such  were  the  feelings  and  impressions 
under  which  Mr.  Pitt's  government,  at  the 
period  of  the  Union,  contemplated  the 
possibility  of  effecting  a  general  settle- 
ment. 

Upon  the  ecclesiastical  part  of  Che  ar» 
rangement,  lord  Castlereagh  was  autho- 
rised, in  the  year  1799,  to  communicate 
with  theCatliolic  clergy.  It  was  distinctly 
under:>tood,  that  the'  consideration  of  the 
political  claims  of  the  Catholics  must  re- 
main for  the  consideration  of  the  imperial 
parliament;  but  the  expediency  of  making 
some  provision  for  their  clergy,  under 
proper  regulations,  was  so  generally  recog- 
nised, even  by  those  who  were  averse  to 
0[l] 
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having  exposed  a  question  of  this  ilatare 
to  successive  defeatfi,  by  bringing  it  for- 
ward tinder  adverse  circumstances;  bat^ 
if  the'  Ro^an  Catholics  thought  discus- 
sion at  all  events  advantageous  to  their 
cattse,  it  was  natural  for  them  to  court 
opportunities  of  bringing  the  subject 
under  the  repeated  deliberation  of  parlia- 
ment. Lord  Castlereagh  bore  testimony 
to  the  jifdiciou§  and  temperate  manner  in 
which  Mr.  Grattan  had  always  agitated 
the  question,  and  concluded  by  hoping 
that,  from  the  present  debate,  at  least  one 
advantage  would  result,  that  the  Roman 
Catholics  of  Ireland  would  discover  the 
errors  into  ^hich  they  had  lately  fallen, 
and  correct  them. 

Sir  Jukn  HippUUy  rose  to  offer  some 
explanations.  The  noble  viscount,  he 
observed,  had  understood  that  there  were 
not  more  than  two  dioceses  in  Ireland  in 
which  the  discipline  of  the  council  of  Trent 
had  not  been  received  and  promulgated, 
although  he  (sir  J.  H.)  had  stated  <'  there 
were  six  in  that  predicament ; — but  this 
distinction,  (addea  the  noble  viscount) 
did  not  matfriafly  alter  the  general  in- 
ference/'-—The  discipline  of  that  coun- 
cil, particularly  as  affecting  clandest'je 
marriages,  %vas  not  obligatory,  because 
not  canonical ly  recognized  in  the  areh- 
diocese  of  Dublin,  nor  in  the  dioceses  of 
Kildare,  Meath,  Fernei,  Ossory,  nor  in  the 
wardinate  of  Gal  way,  which  has  episcopal 
jurisdiction,  though  the  warden,  by  a  sin- 
gular prescription,  is  of  a  lay  nomination  : 
the  result  was,  that  a  marriage  between 
minors,  without  consent  of  parents,  which 
was  valid  in  either  of  these  enumerated 
dioceses,  would  be  deemed  invalid  in  the 
other  dioceses  wherein  the  decrees  of  the 
council  had  been  canonically  received.— 
The  infererrce,  therefore,  was  certainly  of 
more  importance  than  the  noble  viscount 
attached  to  it ;  for  it  not  only  went  to 
prove  that  much  eventual  mischief,  affect- 
ing the  feelings  and  property  of  families, 
was  incidental  to  this  contrariety  of  prac- 
tical discipline,— -but  also  it  demonstrated 
that  the  Roman  Catholic  church  of  Ire- 
land was  not  so  implicitly  governed  by 
the  decrees  of  the  council  of  Trent,  as  had 
been  asserted.  In  reference  to  another 
part  of  his  speech,  which  had  also  been 
touched  upon  by  the  noble  viscount,  sir 
J*  H.  wished  to  state,  that  the  acquies- 
cence of  the  Fope  in  the  recommendation 
of  the  British  and  Irish  Catholic  prelates 
was  not  invariable ;  for  some  time  after 
the  abdication  of  James  2,  the  representa- 


tive of  the  house  of  Stuart  was,  generall/ 
^complimented  with  the  recommendation. 
In  tatter  times  it  was  left  almost  eatirely  to 
the  domestic  prelates — but  in  the  instance 
of  the  recommendation  of  Dr«  Miiner  as 
vicar    apostolic   of  the   middle    district, 
though  standing   high    in    estimation    at 
Rome,  the  faculties  of  institution  were  for 
a  considerable  time  suspended,  as  the  see 
of  Rome  had  been  impressed  with  an  opi- 
nion  that  the  appointment  would  not  have 
been  acceptable  to  the  then  government. 
-i-Upon  its  being  understood,   however, 
there  was  no  ground  for  such  a  report,  the 
usual  faculties  were  expedited.    Tbb  fact 
may  be  taken  as  an  instance  in  which  the 
see' of  Rome  was  desirous  to  mark  its  re- 
spect for  his   Majesty's  government — ^a 
disposition  uniformly  manifested  through* 
out  the  last  and  present  pontificate. 

The  Hon.   W,  Lambe — Sir,  I  do  not 
know  whether  the  noble  lord  be  right  or 
not  in  his  opinion,  that  this  is  the  most  un- 
favourable moment  for  bringing  forward, 
with  any  prospect  of  success,  the  present 
question;  but  this  I  do  in  my  conscience 
believe,  that  if  this  question  be  not  brought 
forward,  that  if  this  measure  be  not  speedi- 
ly adopted,  our  blindness  and  our  delay 
will  be  the  ruin  and  destruction  of  this 
country. — ^Feeling  as  I  do  with  tl^e  noble 
lord,  that  there  is  throughout  this  nation, 
as  he  expressed,  a  great  weight  of  resbt- 
ance   to  this  measure ;  that  there  does 
prevail,  in  a  great  proportion  of  our  coun* 
trymen,  a  fair  ana  honest,  though  in  mj 
view  an  erroneous  and  mistaken  opinion 
'  upon  this  subject;  and  having  upon  a  form* 
er  occasion,  m  the  year  1808,  given  a  vote 
similar  to    that  which  I  shaJl  give  this 
night,  I  must  necessarily  feel  anxious,  I 
had  almost  said,  to  vindicate,  at  least  to 
explain,  my  own  sentiments,  and  the  line 
of  conduct  which  I  have  already  held  and 
shall  again  pursue.  —But  this  wish  alone 
would  not  have  been  suflicient  to  induce 
me  to  rise,  as  I  own  I  was  very  anxious  to 
do  immediately  after  the  speech  of  the 
learned  judge,  who  opened  this  night's 
debate,  if  I  had  not  thought  and  felt  that 
the  argument  of  that  learned  judge  had 
placed   the   question   .exactly   upon  the 
ground' upon  which  it  was  most  advanta- 
geous to  argue  it.— The  learned  judge, 
speaking  not  only  with  all  the  weight  of 
his  own  character  and  situatton,  but  with 
all  his  own  proper  authority  augmented 
and  increascKl  by  all  the  dignity   which 
belongs  to  the  learned 'university  of  Ox* 
fordi  declares   that  the  venerable  body 
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^hieh  be  represents  do  seriously  and  sin- 
cerely apprehend,  from  the  removal  of 
these  disabilities  upon  the  Roman  Catho* 
lies,  danger  to  the  national  church  esta- 
blishment and  to  the  Protestant  religion. 
The  learned  judge,  howeyerj  added  not  one 
word  of  argument  in  support  of  this  asser* 
tion>  and  I  do  put  it  to  the  House,  whether 
it  does  become  the  learnied  judge,  whether 
it  does  become  the  university  i)f  Oxford, 
upon  a  great  question  like  this,  to  throw 
out  va^ue  and  general  declak'ations  of 
danger,  without  condescending  in  the 
slightest  degree  to  point  out  and  explain 
from  whence  the  danger  arises,  in  what 
manner  it  threatens,  aiid  bow  the  institu- 
tions and  establishments  alluded  to  are 
likely  to  be  affected  by  the  adoption  of 
the  proposed  measures*— The  learned 
judge  attempted  also  to  charge  an  incon- 
•istency  upon  my  right  hon.  friend  who 
brought  forward  this  question,  alledging 
that  in  the  beginning  of  his  speech  he 
seemed  to  treat  the  relieion  of  the  subject 
as  a  matter  with  which  the  government 
had  no  right  whatever  to  intermeddle  or 
concern  itself,  as  a  matter  resting  solely 
between  God  and  man,  and  that  towards 
the  conclusion  be  admitted,  in  contradic- 
tion to  his  former  principle,  that  there 
miffht  be  political  danger  from  the  spiri- 
tual influence  of  a  foreign  power. — Good 
God  I  Sir,  danger  from  the  spiritual  influ- 
ence of  a  foreign  power !  danger  from  the 
prevalence  of  the  Roman  Catholic  religion 
in  Ireland  !  Who  ever  doubted,  who  ever 
disputed  iti  Who  does  not  admit  it  with 
sorrow  and  trepidation  ?  There  is  danger. 
Sir,  a  danger  which  makes  me  shudder 
day  and  night^-«  danger  which  makes 
the  empire  totter  to  its  very  foundation.^- 
But  the  question  is  not  now  upon  the  ex- 
istence of  the  danger,  but  upon  the  best 
means  of  meeting  and  averting  it. — The 
question  is,  whether  there  be  danger  in 
adopting  this  measure ;  whether  there  be 
danger  in  removing  these  disabilities; 
whether  there  be  danger  in  giving  to  the 
whole  people  of  Ireland  equal  rights ;  and 
whether,  on  the  contrary,  these  be  not  the 
surest  safeguards  and  defences  against  that 
danser,  which  we  are  all  compelled  to 
admit,  and  which  we  ^1  deplore. 

With  respect  to  the  principle  of  tolera- 
tion it  has  been  over  and  over  again  said 
that  we  are  all  agreed^I  hope  we  are; 
but  Che  difference  is,  as  to  the  applica- 
tion of  that  principle. — I  suppose  it  will 
be  admitted  to  me  by  the  most  xealous 
eppoaeia  of  the  present  clainu,  that  if  they 


could  be  convinced  in  their  own  minds 
that  the  Roman  Catholics  would,  when 
they  had  obtained  equality,  be  content 
with  it,  that  they  would  urge  their  preten- 
sions no  farther ;  that  they  would  not  at- 
tempt to  subvert  the  Prote.stant  establish- 
ment, and  erect  a  church  of  their  own  in 
its  stead ;  that  they  would  use  ttib  power 
which  should  be  granted  to  them  for  the 
support  of  the  constitqtion,  and  not  for  its 
overthrow ;  that  they  would  oppose,  heart 
and  hand,  a  foreign  enemy,  ev(*n  though 
backed  and  assisted  by  all  the  spiritual  in* 
flucnceof  the  Pope,  and  not  from  religious 
motives  unite  with  and  assist  him.  J  say, 
if  they  could  be  thoroughly  convinced 
that  these  are  the  principles,  and  that  such 
would  be  the  conduct  of  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholics, they  would  at  once  withdraw  their 
opposition,  and  consent  to  the  concession 
of  those  pi^vileges,  which  prudence  and 
apprehension  of  the  different  objects  and 
intensions  induce  them  now  strenuously 
and  decisively  to  withhold. — On  the  other 
hand,  I  am  as  willing  to  admit  to  them, 
that  if  it  could  be  shewn  to  me  that  there 
were  any  (hance,any  likelihood  of  making 
any  impression  upon  the  Roman  Catholic 
faith  in  Ireland,  of  producing  within  any 
time,  such  as  human  nature  can  reason- 
ably calculate  upon,  by  the  continuance 
of  those  restrictions,  an  increase  and  e:|t- 
tention  of  the  Protestant  religion,  so  much 
is  that  an  object  near  to  my  heart,  so 
anxiously  and  devoutly  do  I  think  tb^a 
consummation  to  be  wished,  that  hostile 
as  1  am  in  principle  to  disabilities  on  .ac- 
count of  religious  belief,  I  should  be  wil-  ' 
ling  to  embrace  even  this  mode  of  pro- 
ducing so  good  an  eflfect ;  I  should  be  ready 
to  purchase  so  important  an  advantage 
even  at  the  expense  of  the  oontinuance  of 
these  laws. 

But  upon  both  of  these  points  my  rea- 
son compels  me  to  be  of  a  different  opi- 
nion.— I  do  not  think  sXich  a  spirit,  such  a 
temper,  such  a  line  of  conduct  is  reason- 
ably to  be  apprehended  from  the  Catholics. 
— >rdo  not  think  the  apprehension,  if  it 
were  well  grounded,  of  the  demands  which 
the  Catholics  may  make  hereafter,  a  just 
or  a  wise  ground  for  refusing  thepi  what 
they  demand  at  present ;  and  if  this  api- 
prehension  of  the  malignity  of  their  ul- 
terior views  and  objects  be  well  founded* 
I  do  not  think,  nor  can  any  man  think  the 
refusal  of  their  demands  calculated  to  have 
any  other  eflect  than  that  of  increasing, 
inflaming,  and  ^  irritating  that  malignity, 
still  IcM  can  I  believe  that  there  is  any 
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sa^  to  vt)f  upoui  tk»  mere  fecurUy  of 
oatiu^  dtfiasog  ihe  aUegiance  of  the  clergy 
to  the  temporal  govormnen^  the  interpre-. 
tatioft  o£  which,  in  all  cases  of  doahtfuJ 
import,  a&  malter  of  Qonscience,  can  only 
resrwitb  the  indiTiduals  sqhacribiiig  thsm ; 
and  if  they  have  deemed  it  easential  to 
their  freedom,  and  safety,  to  fence  them- 
selves roood  with  additional  safegaards, 
aod  even  to  exclude  the  direct  power  of 
the  see  of  Rome,  from  operating  within 
their  dominions,  in  concerns  not  purely 
appertaining  to  faith  and  doctrine;  can 
the  Roman  Catholics  of  these  dominions 
complain,  if  the  Protestant  state  6f  this 
realm  should  reeard  that  foreign  power 
with  similar  sentiments  of  fair  and  justt* 
fiable  jealousy,  and  insist  upon  corres-* 
pondinff  measures  of  security  and  precau- 
tion? Siall  the  Roman  CatnoUcs  of  Ire* 
land  complain,  or  are  they  rationally  en* 
titled  to  impute  to  their  own  government, 
views  either  illiberal  or  unwise,  when  ihey 
demand  securities  from  them  not  greater 
than  states  purely  Roman  Catholic  in  their 
structure  have  required  ?  If  the  Sovereigns 
of  Russia  and  Prussia  claimed  not  only 
the  right  of  excluding  alt  briefs  or  re- 
sori{)ts  from  the  see   of  Rome,  not  pre- 
viously submitted  to  the  temporal  autho- 
rity of  the  xespective  states  ;  if  they  .fur- 
'ther  assumed  (if  not  with  the  formal  sanc- 
tion of  the  sovereign  pontifF  expressed  in 
a  concordat,  yet  certainly  with  his  full 
and  cordial  acquiescence  in  giving  efiect  to 
the  appointments  made)  the  direct  and 
positive  nomination  to  all  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholic sees  within  their  dominions;  if  re- 
gulations similar  in  principle  have  pre- 
vailed in  Protestant  states,  popular  in  their 
form  of  government,— shall  it  be  imputed* 
as  a  detnand  unreasonable  on  the  part  of 
the  crown  of  Great  Britain,  not  actually  to 
nominate,  but  to  have  the  power  of  ex- 
cluding persons  from  the  exercise  of  the 
episcopal  functions,  in  whose  loyalty  his 
Majesty  cannot  confide  ? — Shall  all  the 
Roman  Catholic  subjects  in  Europe  cheer- 
fully confide  such  power  to  their  respec- 
tiTe  governments  ?**ShaIl  tbe  head  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  church  himself  acknow- 
ledge such  powTfs,  not  only  in  all  the 
Roman    Catholic  sovereigns  in  Burope, 
but  in  the  monarch  of  tbe  Greek  church 
in  Russia,  and  in  a  Protestant  monarch  in 
Prussia ;  and  yet  refuse  to  the  king  of  these 
realms  a  much  more  limited  intertferenoe  ? 
That   any  snch  repugnance  would  have 
been  found  in  the  late»  or  present  pontiff, 
when  hi  possoMion  of  their  penonal  liber- 


tJesvluM  alwafa  been  denied  b^pei 
moat  competenl  to  answer  fcr  ibmr  scnti* 
ments.  Boee  it  then  become  the  kish 
J  Roman  Catholics  to  raise  difficahiee  ob 
this  heiMi  ?-— ]>De»  it  become  their  titnlw 
bishops,  after  all  that  has  pasaed  oathto 
subject,  to-  object  ?  They  ought  to  wool* 
lect  that  their  church,  b«n§  a  striotly 
papal  church,  peculiarly  warrants  thestato 
m  snch  a  demand.  The  Raman  Catholic 
chucch  of  Ireland,  from  causes  already  al- 
luded to,  never  has  vindicated  its  own  li^ 
b'erties  against  the  see  of  Rome,  it  has  no 
concordat,  it  has  no  domestic  rights  ex- 
pressly secured.  The  pope  has,  on  many 
occasions^  rejected  the  recommendations  of 
their  bishops  to  vacant  sees,  and  substitnted* 
direct  nominations  from  himself  in  thehr 
room.  In  short,  it  may  be  aoserfed,  Iband- 
ing  their  discipline  and  church  goveni>> 
meat  principally  on  tbe  canons  of  the 
council  of  Trent,  a  council  which  pointed- 
ly saved  to  the  see  of  Rome  all  its  rights 
and  privileges,  in  the  most  extended  and 
objectionable  sense,  and  which  has  never 
been  acknowledged,  in«  points  of  disciphne, 
by  the  Galilean  and  other  free  churches, 
that  the  Irish  ohurch  is  at'this  day  one  of 
the  most  dependent  in  £orope,.  and  that 
in  which  the  power  of  the  pope  has  tbe 
most  unqualified  sway. 

It  is  impossible  that  tbe  Roman  Catho* 
lies  of  Ireland  should,  upon  reflection, 
gravely  c^termine  to  stand  on  such 
grounds,  when  tbey  come  to  solicit  consti- 
tutional privileges,  and  political  confidence. 
Do  they  mean  to  describe  themselves  as 
such  separatists  firom  the  whole  body  of 
the  Roman  Catholics  in  Europe,  that,  con- 
sistently with  tbe  principles  o&  their  reli- 
gion, they  cannot  enter  mto  any  connec- 
tion with  the  state  ander  which  they  live? 
In  the  discussion  of  a  settlement,  under  the 
protection  of  which  mutual  confidenoe 
might  be  expected  herealier  to  prevail, 
many  new  points  may  suggest  themselves 
for  candid  consideration;  but  can  there 
exist  any  Question  upon  points  long  since 
settled,  and  understood,  by  the  practice  of 
every  liberal  Roman  Catholic  in  Europe  ? 
—if  such  pretensions  are  persevered,  in, 
the  inference  must  be,  not  that  the  Roman 
Catholic  religion  itself  is  the  obstacle,  but 
that  the  belief  and  practice  of  it,  at  this 
day  prevalent  in  Ireland,  is  the  impedi- 
ment^— Are  the  Roman  Catholics  pre- 
pared fbr  such  an  avowal  ?  If  they  are^  it 
appeared  to  him  they  must- wait  > till  better 
times  and  better  notions  prevail  oo  their 
p^>  before  tkey  can  hope-  ta  arge  ibeir 
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ckiMt  wilh  any  profped  of  laoc 
With  such  tcntiiiieiits  political  incorpora^ 
tion  can  never  lead  to  peace  and  union. 
Upoa  •oeh  principlesooncemon  was  nerer 
contemplated  by  Mr.  Pitt,  nor,  as  fiir  as 
be  beliered,  by  any  of  tbose  who  acted 
with  hia  al  the  time  of  the  Union.  They 
were  prepared  to  give  the  Eoman  Catho- 
liGs  the  most  unqualified  securities>  for  the 
free  exercise  of  their  religion;  their  wish 
was  to  see  the  ministers  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  communion^  without  prejudice 
to  the  established  religion,  deceqtly  en- 
dowed.  They  had  no  desire  to  interfere 
with  the  discipline  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
church,  so  far  as  it  regarded  matters  of 
worahip;  but,  in  so  ftir  as  it  concerned  ibe 
appointment  of  their  clergy,  especially 
the  tilnhur  bishops,  and  more  particularly 
the  iniepcourse  of  the  Reman  Catholic 
body  with  the  see  of  Rome,  they  desired 
to  see  it  brought  under  such  regulations, 
as^  without  imposing  any  degiadin^  de- 
pendence upon  the  crown>  mi(^t  dissipate 
the  iospressions  of  alarm  naturally  arising 
from  the  secret  eseroise  of  a  foreign  in- 
fluence within  these  realms : — by  secret, 
he  did  not  mean  to  insinuate,  that  it  had 
not  been  innocently  exercised  in  latter 
times ;  by  the  two  latter  pontiffi,  he  be- 
lieved it  had  been  not  only  innocently, 
but  most  virtuously  administered,  and  with 
the  most  friendly  views  both  to  the  inte- 
rests of  the  sute,  and  the  preservation  of 
internal  peace;  but  no  such  covert. inter- 
ference ought  to  prevail  in  any  country, 
and  it  ought  to  be  the  wish  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  body,  as  much  as  of  the  Protes-. 
tant,  that  its  operations  should  be  undis- 
guised, and  be  submitted  openly  to  the  in- 
spection of  the  temporal  power. 

Lord  Castlereagh  proceeded  to  argue  on 
the  compatibility  of  such  a  modified  en- 
dowment of  the  clergy  of  a  dissenting 
secti  with  the  preservation  of  the  estab- 
lished church  in  all  its  lightsand  privileges. 
He  instanced  the  advantages  which  had 
been  derived  finom  a  similar  provision, 
which  had  long  been  enjoyed  by  the  pre»> 
byterian  clergy,  but  especially  from  the 
regulations  under  which  that  endowment 
had  been  lately  extended.  He  adverted 
to  a  similar  extensionof  royal  benevolence 
to  the  Roman  Cktholio  Clergy  in  Scotland, 
which  took  place,  with  the  grateful  ac- 
knowledgements of  the  fate  Pope,  Pius 
VI.  in  the  year  1798*  He  pointed  out 
that  the  adoption  of  such  a  measure  of 
indulgence  to  the*  two  ancient  sects,  whose 
numbere  and  freight  in  tbv  empire  made 


then  objects  of  permanent  regulaUon,  did 
aotcomitenance  any  claim  in  the  varieua 
and  fluctuating  sectarists  of  the  present 
day  to  similhr  favor  and  protection,  which- 
could  not  fail  to  be  productive  of  the  ^at- 
est  evils,  as  tending  to  encourage  religious 
separation*  He  instanced  the  case  of  Scot* 
land,  where  the  episcopal  church  was  en- 
dowed  by  the  state,  without  prejudice  to 
the  established  Presbyterian  religion,  and 
contended  that,  so  far  firom  endangering, 
such  a  system  was  calculated  to  stren^ben 
the  established  church,  by  tranquillizing 
Ireland,  and  by  placing  the  clergy  of  the 
most  numerous  sect  in  a  more  friendly 
relation  to  the  state. . 

In  this  view,  he  fioirther  argued  against 
the  idea  that  any  additional  evil  or  diffi- 
culty arose  firom  tAe  existence  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  religion  in  an  episcopal  fi>rm  in 
Ireland.  On  the  contrary,  he  was  of  opi- 
niouj  that  the  power  and  authority  inci* 
dent'  to  bishops  was,  in  itself,  protanio, 
a  salutary  reouction  of  the  external  au- 
thority of  the  See  of  Rome;  and  on  this 
gnmnd,  however,  the  assumption  of  the 
titular  character  might  excite  some  degree 
of  uneasiness,  he  much  preferred  the  mi- 
nistry of  bishops  to  that  of  apostolic  vicars, 
who  were  missionaries,  removeable  at* 
pleasure,  and  obliged  explicitly  to  obey 
all  orders  ftx>m  Rome. 

Lord  Castlereagh  next  proceeded  to 
complain  of  the  insinuations  too  often 
falsely  and  ignorantly  thrown  ou^  cf 
pledges  given  so  the  Roman  Catholics  on 
this  subject,  at  the  time  of  the  Union.  He 
condemned  the  practice  of  idly  imputed 
breaches  of  faith  on  loose  grounds,  which 
tended  to  excite  a  sense  of  injury,  as  well 
as  disappointment.  It  was  singular  if 
such  pledges  had  ever  been  giyen,  or 
promises  made,  that  none  of  the  parties  to 
whom  they  were  addressed,  should  have 
come  forward  distinctly  to  claim'  their 
execution  ;  he  asserted  that  none  such 
existed,  to  his '  knowledge,  and  he  could 
venture  to  make  the  same  assertion  on 
behalf  of  those  with  whom  he  had  acted. 

He  did  not  mean  to  say,  that  many  of 
the  Roman  Catholics  did  not  form,  and 
naturally  form,  sanguine  hopes  that  fur- 
ther political  indulgences  would  follow 
the  Union,  founding  such  expectation  on 
several  of  the  speeches  delivered  in  par- 
liament at  the  time,  and  on  the  general 
language  held,— that  their  claims  would 
be  discussed  in  the  united  legislature  with 
less  prejudice,  and  that  the  question  itself 
would  then  come  forward,  stripped  of 
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niuiy  of  its  lood  difficulties;  bot  these 
speeclies  could  only  conclode  the  iodiTi- 
duals  who  nade  them*  they  could  neither 
commit  the  parliament^  nor  the  goTem- 
ment,  whose  language  uniformly  was«  that 
it  was  a  queslion  which  must  remain  for 
the  unfettered  wisdom  of  the  united  parlia- 
ment to  dispose  of:  and  so  pointedly  dis- 
tinct was  Mr.  Pitt's  lan^piage  on  this  sub- 
ject, that,  when  opening  the  measure, 
after  setting  forth  all  the  immediate  ad- 
f  antages  of  union,  be  expressly  argued, 
that  it  would  he  more  safe,  in  an  united 
legislature,  either  to  concede,  or  to  tefuse 
the  Roman  Catholic  claims. 

So  anxiously  iolicitous  was  the  Irish  go- 
Teriunent  opt  to  mislead  the  Roman  &a« 
tholics,  with  false  hopes,  that  they  never 
gave  them,  during  the  two  years  the  Union 
was  in  agitation,  any  reason  to  know  what 
line  Mr.  Pitt  was  likely  ultimately  to  take 
upon  their  measure.  In  consequence  of 
this  studious  reserve  on  their  part,  .much 
of  the  influence  of  the  Roman  •  Catholic 
body  was  exei;ted  against  the  Union,  and 
80  little  did  the  Roman  Catholics,  who 
had  been  in  communication  with  the  Irish 
government,  feel  themselves  entitled,  from 
any  previous  explanations  they  had  re- 
ceived, to  expect  Mr.  Pitt  to  take  the  de- 
cisive line  he  did  in  favour  of  their  claims, 
that  he  believed  his  doing  so  was  a  matter 
of  considerable  surprise  to  them.  - 

That  lord  Cornwallis  never  considered 
any  pledge  or  assurance  to  have  been 
given,  he  had  the  means  of  proving,  be* 
yond  the  possibility  of  doubt,  from  a 
communication  received  from  that  noble 
lord,  in  1801,  in  reply  to  inquiries  mad« 
by  himself,  relative  to  two  papers,  which 
the  House  will  recollect  were  circulated  in 
Ireland  at  that  time,  and  which  he  (lord 
Castlereagh)  had  never  seen  till  they  ap* 
peared  in  print;  on  the  contrary,  the  prin- 
ciple upon  which  lord  Cornwallis  acted 
was,  that  the  measure,  to  be  either  con- 
ciliatory or  dignified,  ought  to  be  the 
spontaneous  aiM  gratuitous  act  of  the 
united  legislature*  The  Memorandum  re- 
ceived from  lord  Cornwallis,  he  would, 
with  permission,  read. 

«« Dublin  Castle,  March  3,  1801. 

"  My  dear  Lord  ; 

"  In  answer  to  the  queries  stated; 
in  your  lordship's  letter  to  the  lord  lieute* 
nant,  of  the  26th  instant,  his  excellency 
has  directed  me  to  enclose  to  you  the  state- 
ment which  accompanies  thu  later,  and 
which  has  been  prepared  according  to  hit 
excellency's  directions;  I  am  ever,  my 


dear  lord,  most  tmly,   your   lordship's 
servant,  £.  Cookx." 

''  Viscount  Castlereagh,  itc.  '* 

Memorandum.  «'When  it  was  notified 
to  the  lord  lieutenant  that  Mr.  Pitt,  Imrd 
Granville,  lord  Spencer,  lord  Camden, 
Mr.  Duqdas,  and  Mr.  Windham,  had  r^ 
quested  permission  to  retire  from  his  Ma- 
jesty's councils,  upon  their  not  being  sanc- 
tioned ill  bringing  forward  such  measures 
as  they  thought  essential  to  secure  to  the 
empire  the  full  benefit  of  the  Union,  the 
most  important  of  which  measures  was  a 
concession  of  further  privileges  to  his*Ma- 
jesty's  Roman  Catholic  subjects,  his  ex- 
cellency conceived  that  it  was  expedient 
that  tlie  Catholic  body  should  have  an 
authentic  communication  upon  a  subject 
so  deeply  affecting  their  situation  and  in- 
terests,  and  so  calculated  to  influence 
their  future  conduct. 

"  His  excellency  had  long  held  it  as 
his  private  opinion,  that  the  measure  in* 
tended  by  those  of  his  Majesty's  ministers 
who  were  retiring  from  office,  was  neces- 
sary for  securing  the  connection  of  Ireland 
with  Great  Britain.  He  had  been,  how« 
ever,  cautious  in  his  language  on  the  sub* 
ject,  and  had  studiously  avoided  any  de* 
deration  to  the  Catholics,  on  which  they 
could  raise  an  expectation,  thai  their 
wishes  were  to  be  conceded.  Through 
the  whole  measure  of  the  Union,  which  was 
in  discussion  for  two  years,  and,  during 
which  period,  every  eflbrt  was  made  to 
procure  a  resistance  to  the  measure  on  the 
part  of  the  whole  body  of  the  Catholics, 
no  favourable  assurance  or  pconise  was 
made  to  them. 

'^^etr  judicious  conduct,  during  thai 
trying  period,  confirmed  his  exoellencv 
in  the  opinion,  that  every  measure  tend- 
ing to  secure  their  attachment  to  the  em* 
pire  in  future,  which  they  had  in  this  in- 
stance so  essentially  served,  ought  in  true 
policy  to  be  attempted. 

''  His  excellency  did  therefore  recom^ 
mend  it  to  his  chief  secretary,  who  was 
engaged  with  his  Majesty's  ministers,  in 
the '  course  of  the  summer,  in  Englsnd, 
to  second  every  disposition  for  effecting 
the  object  of  the  Catholics  :  at  the  same 
time  he  retained  a  prudential  reserve  to 
the  Catholics  durins  the  progress  of  the 
discussions  of  the  cabinet. 

<«  His  Majesty  having  approved  o\  the 
solicitation  of  the  minority  of  nis  Majesty's 
ministers  to  retive  iirom  his  Majesty's 
councils,  his  exoeUeacyhaTinff  requested 
that  bis  Majesty  wosU  extend  to  him  the 
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lame  iiidalgeiic€»'  it  became  m  malter  of 
pablic  duty  for  his  esttellency  to  cxplsin 
to  the  Catholic  body  the  sentimenti  which 
had  been  held  with  respect  to  them,  and 
to  inculcate  the  line  of  conduct  which  in 
this  arduous  crisis  it  became  them  to  pur- 


to  be  Mr.  Pitt's,  haying  been  conveyed  ia 
a  letter  from  himself  (lord  Castlereagh)  to 
his  lordship,  which  letter  was  previously 


sue. 


"  His  excellency  therefore,  being  ap- 
prized of  the  sentiment  held  by  Mr.  Pitt, 
did,  on^  the  ISih  of  February,  send  for 
lord  Fingal  and  Dr.  Troy,  and  gave  them 
two  papers,  to  be  by  them  circulated 
among  the  principal  Catholics  in  different 
parts  of  Ireland. 

"  The  first,  his  Excellency  felt  assured, 
corresponded  with  Mr.  Pittas  sentiments ; 
"  And  the  other  conveyed  his  own  pri- 
vate sentiments,  formed  on  the  speeches 
and  conduct  of  many  of  the  most  eminent 
characlors  of  all  parties  and  distinctions. 

"  It  being  of  great  importance  that -any 
communication  made  by  bin  excellency, 
should  not  be  misunderstood,  or  mbin- 
terpreted,  and  that  it  should  make  a  due 
impressioD,  and  produce  a  general  good 
effect,  his  excellency* preferred  a  written 
to  a  mere  verbal  communication,  which 
might  have  been  ill  reported,  and  might 
have  been  subject  to  perversion,  accord- 
ing to  the  inclination  or  ^e  capacity  of 
tiiose  who  should  circulate  and  receive  it. 
*'  His  excellency  has  seen-  a  happy  re- 
sult from  this  mode  of  proceeding.    Ru- 
mours having  been  transmitted  from  Eng- 
land, that  Uie  wishes  of  the  Catholics 
were  likely  to  be  acceded  to,  every  ill 
conseqaence  from  their  disappointment 
has  been  obviated ;  antf  there  is  now  every 
reason  to  believe,  that  they  will  take  that 
line  of  conduct  which  the  well-wisher^  to 
his  Majesty's  service,  and  the  came  of  the 
empire,  would  desire." 

The  House  will  perceive,  irom  this 
statement,  not  only  that  no  pledge  was 
given  previous  to  the  Union,  hot  that  the 
papers  in  question,  which  have  been  ofUn 
confounded  in  point  of  date  with  the 
Union,  and  been  supposed  to  contain  some 
pledge,  were  Iramea  and  issued  in  Ire- 
land, lon^  after  that  measure  h^  been  ef- 
lected,  without  the  knowledge  or  autho- 
rity of  any  member  of  the  government  in 
England.  The  sentiments  contained  in 
one  of  the  papers*,  lord  Comwallis  knew 


in  adminis^tion,  under  their  inability  to 
propose  it  with  the  circumstances  neces- 
sary to  carrying  the  measure  with  all  its 
advantages,  and  they  have  retired  from 
his  Majesty's  service,  considering  this  line 
of  conduct  as  most  likely  to  contribute  to 
its  ultimate  success. 

The  Catholic  body  will  therefore  see 
how  much  their  future  hopes  most  depend 
upon  strengthening  their  cause  by  good 
conduct  in  the  mean  time. 

They  will  prudently  consider  their  pros- 
pects, as  arising  from  the  persons  who 
now  espouse  their  interests,  and  compare 
them  with  those  which  they  could  look  to 
from  any  other  quarter. 

They  may  with  confidence  rely  on  the 
zealous  support  of  all  those  who  retire,  and 
of  many  who  remain  in  office,  when  it  can 
be  given  with  a  prospect  of  success.^ 

They  may  be  assured,  that  Mr.  Pitt  will 
do  bis  utmost  to  establish  their  cause  in 
the.  public  favour,  and  prepare  the  way 
for  their  finally  attaining  their  objects. 

And  the  Catholics  will  feel,  that  as  Mr. 
Pitt  could  not  concur  in  a  hopeless  at- 
tempt to  force  it  now,  that  he  must  at  all 
times  repress  with  the  same  decision,  as  if 
he  held  an  adverse  opinion,  any  uncon- 
sthotional  conduct  in  the  Catholic  body. 
Under  these  circumstances  it  cannot  be 
doubted,  that  the  Catholics  will  take  the 
most  loyal,  dutiful,  and  patient  line  of 
conduct,' that  they  will  not  suffer  them- 
selves to  be  led  into  measures,  which  can, 
by  any  construction,  give  a  handle  to  the 
opposers  of  their  wishes,  either^  to  misin- 
terpret their  principles,  or  to  raise  an  ar- 
gument for  resisting  their  claims;  but  that, 
by  their  prudent  and  exemplary  demean- 
our, they  will  afford  additional  ffroonds 
to  the  growing  number  of  their  aovocates 
to  enforce  their  claims  on  proper  occa- 
sions, until  their  objects  can  be  finally 
and  advantageously  attained. 


mmt^m 
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*  The  leading  part  of  his  Majesty's 
ministers  finding  nnsormountable  obsta- 
cles to  the  bringing  forward  metres  of 
concession  to  the  Cithelie  body,  whilst  in 
office,  have  ibk  it  impossible  lo  conttnue 


SaUimeniiqfarincercfriendtoAe  Catholkig 
(Lord  ConiioaUu.) 

If  the  Catholics  shall  now  proceed  to 
violence,  or  entertain  any  ideas  of  gain- 
ing their  object  by  convulsive  measures, 
by  fbrmin|[  associatioos  with  men  of  Jaco- 
binical prmciples,  they  most  of  coursa 
lose  the  aid  and  support  of  those,  who 
have  sacrificed  their  own  situation  in 
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•een  and  approred  of  by  Mr.  Pitt,  ■)- 
thoogh  iiot  baqircBied  preciMiy  in  the 
teruM  used  in  the  paper ;  but  that  the  opi- 
nions contained  in  the  second  'paper, 
were  giren  to  the  Roman  Catholics  sim- 
ply  as  his  lordship's  own  sentinwnts  at 
the  moment^  appeared  distinctly,  not  onlv 
from  the  Memorandom  which  he  had  read, 
bot  still  more  pointedly  irom  a  correspon- 
dence which  stibseqaenlly  took  place  be* 
tween  lord  CornwaAIisand  Mr.  Plowden*, 

cause,  bat  who  would  at  the  same  time 
feel  it  to  be  their  indispensable  duty  to 
oppose  every  thing  tending  to  confiision. 
On  the  other  hand,  should  the  Catnolics 
be  sensible  of  the  benefits  they  possess, 
by  having  so  many  characters  of  emi- 
nence pledged^  not  to  embark  in  the  ser- 
vice of  government,  except  on  the  terms 
of  the  Catholic  privilege  being  obtained, 
it  is  to  be  hoped,  that  on  balancing  the 
advantages  and  disadvantages  of  tbeir  si- 
tuation, they  would  prefer  a  quiet  and 
peaceable  demeanour  fb  any  line  of  con- 
duct of  an  (^posite  description. 

*  (OopyJ*     Correapcndpike   bettoccH  Lord 
Cc/rmualUt  and  Mr.  Phwdm. 

(From  Mr.  Plamdm.) 

Eisez  Street,  6th  April,  1B05. 
My  Lord ;  Having,  by  the  publication 
ef  my  Historical  Bcview  of  the  State  of 
Ireland,  largely  committed  myself  to  the 
wesent  and  Inture  generations,  I  will  not 
dissemble  that  I  am  anxious  to  preserve, 
and  hand  down  to  posterity,  mv  character 
foe,  as  I  know  it  to  be,  from  the  slightest 
stain  upon  its  honour,  honesty  and  truth. 
£re  your  lordship  quits  this  country,  I 
have  one  request  more  to  make  of  you, 
which,  as  it  is  an  act  of  justice  to  the  Irish 
nation  and  to  yourself,  1  do  expect  will  be 
attended  td.  It  is  merely  that  your  lord- 
ship verify  my  assertioo  of  your  having 
given  the  papers  mentioned  in  my  Histo- 
rical Review,  Sd  vol.  p.  Oii.  to  Doctor 
TVey,  in  the  presence  of  Colonel  little- 
hales.  My  reason  for  asking  this  act  of 
justice 'at  your  hands  is,  in  order  that  in 
your  absence,  I  may  effectually  repel  the 
charge  which  has  been  made  to  me  per- 
sonally in  Downing-fiytreet  and  elsewhere, 
by  members  of  parliament,  calling  tliem- 
sehres  your  lordships -confidential  friends, 
tbat  you  never  did  gire  soch  pledge  t<i 
Doctor  Troy,  nor  ever  did  entertain  a 
MMimem  like  these  which  are  expressed 
in  that  paper.  I  am  encouraged  by  se- 
fanl  of  tbe  first  characters  of  this  coon- 


with  reference  to  these  papers,  in  winch 
hii  lordship  declares  ''  that  he  never  was 
.authorised,  directly  or  indirectly,  by 
any  member  of  the  administration  who 
then  resigned  his  office,  to  give  a  pledge 
that  he  would  not  embark  again  in  the 
service  of.  government,  except  on  the 
terms  of  the  Roman  Catholic  privi- 
leges ibeing  obtained.''  That  lord  Com- 
wnllis  did  not  continue  to  consider,  evnn 
as  a  matter  of  opinion,  that  the  grounds 

try,  to  prepare  an  abridged  edition  6f  my 
work,  for  more  general  consultation,  and  I 
shall,  of  course,  avail  myself  of  f^sh  evi- 
dence to  confirm  what  I  hope  is  true,  an 
well  as  to  correct  what  I  should  lament 
was  false  in  the  present  edition.  Yont 
hnrdshrp  will  not  wonder  that  a  certain  de» 
gree  of  scepticism  has  assailed  my  mind 
npon  coupling  in  my  thoughts  some  re- 
cent appointments  witji  many  characters 
of  eminence,  pledged  not  to  embark  in  Ibe 
science  of  government,  except  on  the 
terms  of  the  Catholic  privileges  being  ob- 
tained. I  therefore  thought  it  consisieni 
with  the  character  of  a  gentleman  to  present 
you  my  works,  to  write  to  and  to  call  upon 
jTour  lordship.  As  these  intended  marls 
of  attention  have  remained  unnoticed,  I 
ihodld  think  it  inconsistent  with  thst  cha- 
racter to  renew  them.  I  have  the  honour 
to  be,  with  all  due  respect.  Your  Lord- 
ship's obedient  humble  Servant, 

Francis  Plowdbn. 

(Lord  CorMwalUa*t  Jnmoer,) 

Bnriington  Street,  7th  April,  1805. 

Sir ;  I  have  received  your  letter  of  yes- 
terday's date,  and  I  feel  no  difficulty  in 
^ving  the  m6st  satisfactory  answer  to  it 
m  my  power. 

I  have  neither  a  copy  nor  a  distinct  re- 
collection of  the  words  of  the  paper  that 
I  gave  to  Doctor  Troy ;  bot  this  1  perfectly 
well  remember,  that  the  paper  was  hastily 
given  to  him  by  me,  to  be  circulated 
amongst  his  firiends,  with  tbe  view  of  pre* 
venting  any  immediate  disturbances  or 
other  bad  effects  that  might  be  appre- 
hended from  the  accounts  that  hao  just 
arrived  from  England  ;  and  if  I  made  use 
of  the  word  pledged,  I  could  only  mean 
that,  in  my  own  opinion,  the  ministers, 
by  resigning  thrir^  offices,  cave  a  pledge 
of  their  being  friends  to  the  measure  of 
Catholic  Emancipation;  for  1  can  assure 
you  that  1  never  received  authority,  di- 
rectly or  indirectly,  from  anv  member  oC 
adttimsttatian  who  resigned  his  office^  to 
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on  which  the  miniiiters  then  reftignet] 
^should  preclude  them  from  again  lend- 
ing themselves  to  the  public  icrvice, 
was  evident  from  his  being  the  fint  him- 
self to  ucct>{«t  a  situation  under  the  cruwo, 
an  acceptance  of  oQice  which  no  man  who 
know  that  exalted  character,  can  suppose 
to  have  proceeded  from  any  othi^-r  motive 


accompli'thment  of  tluir  viiw;  with  re- 
spert  to  Ireland,  w^  fair  man  ran  impute 
to  them,  on  tiiut  account,  th:;t  ihey  did 
not  discha'i'ff  tlu'ir  pnlilic  duty  honestly^ 
boldly,  :inii  disintiMestcdly  ;  and  if,  after 
they  hatl  j;iven  this  decisive  and  uneqiii- 
viic<«l  proof  of  the  dcsif'.ns  itiey  had  form- 
ed fur  CiMikolidating  ail  I  ho  HdvantaG;es  of 


than  a  sense  of  public  duty.     But  suppos-  |  the   L-nioti,  they  wtn*  conscientiously  sa- 
:.-  -  I.:        •   :  -  i-_  1 1        L I      ii:<fi^,j^  iVoni  what  thi-n  patt-i-d.  ih:it   the 

nii.'ai<ur4'  could  not  be  presseil  with  advan- 


ing  his  opinion  had  remained  unchanged, 
it  conl  I  neither  pledge  nor  bind  Mr.  JPitt, 
lord  Grenville,  himself,  or  others,  who 
then  retired,  not  to  take  oilice. 

The  government  at  that  day  gave  the 
most  unequivocal  proof  of  the  sincerity 
of  their  sentimenls  on  this  great  question, 
in  retiring  from  an  administration  which, 
at  that  moment,  enjoyed  in  the  highest 
degree  the  confidence  of  their  sovereign 
and  the  country.  U  they  found  greater 
impediments  than  they  expected,  much, 
greater  than  they  could  overcome,  to  the 

give  a  pledge  that  he  would  n^t  embark 
again  in  the  service  of  government  except 
on  the  terras  of  the  Catholic  privileges 
being  obtained.  Sir,  I  have  the  honor  to 
be,  &c.  &c.     Cohnwallis. 

(From  Mr.  Plowdtn,) 
Essex  Street,  8th  April,  1805. 
My  Lord ;  Having  given  to  your  lord- 
ship a  copy  of  my  History,  and  in  my 
letter  of  the  6th  instant  pointed  to  the 
page  of  it  which  contained  that  important 
paper,  of  which  you  say  that  you  have 
neither  a  copy  nor  a  distinct  recollection, 
I  take  the  liberty  of  inclosing  an  exact 
copy  of  it,  from  the  manuscript  of  Doctor 
Troy  in  my  po&session,  which  led  roe  to 
believe  that  it  had  neither  been  hastily 
given  nor  insidiously  intended  to  answer 
a  temporary  purpose,  or  to  meet  the  eflects 
of  a  Ayins;  report.  1  have  the  honor  to 
be,  with  all  due  respect.  Your  lordship's 
obedient  humble  servant, 

Francis  Plowden. 

(Lord  Comwallis*i  Atmjoer.) 
Burlington  Street,  l^th  April,  1805. 
Sir ;  I  alluded,  in  my  former  letter,  to  a 
shoi't  paper  which  I  gave  to  doctor  Troy 
on  the  morning  after  the  account  of  the 
resignations  arrived.  I  have  no  copies  of 
the  papers  that  you  transmitted  to  me. 
I  do  not,  however,  doubt  their  authen- 
ticity ;  but  of  one  circumstance  I  can 
speak  with  absolute  certainty,  viz.  that  I 
had,  on  no  occasion,  any  authority  for 
making  use  of  the  word  pledged,  but  the 
act  of  resignataoaV  I  have  the  honour  to 
be»  Sir,  &c.  CoaNWALLis. 
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tage,  it  tucame  ihcm  to  nioilect,  that 
this  was  not  the  only  question  in  which 
the  inteiests  of  the  empire  were  involved^ 
and  to  iiel  that  duty  cummandcfl  them  no 
longer  to  retake  tltiMr  scrvieos  to  their 
soverei<*n,  when  his  Majesty  condescend- 
ed to  require  them.     ' 

Lord  Castlereagh  concluded  by  stat- 
ing, th»t  his  vote,  on  the  present  nighty 
would  he  guided  by  the  same  considera* 
tions  which  had  on  two  former  occasions 
induced  him  to  be  of  opinion  that  no 
practical  advantage  could  result  to  the 
question  from  going  into  a  committee, 
whilst  its  successful  accomplishment  re- 
mained, in  his  (rpinion,  impossible.  How 
much  more  hopeless  had  it  become  at  the 
present  niomenr,  when,  in  addition  to  all 
the  former  impediments  to  success,  obsta- 
cles the  most  serious,  and  to  him  the  most 
unexpected,  had  been  raised  by  the  Roman 
Catholics  tb«*mselves.  It  never  had  been 
any  pnrt  of  his  purpose  to  force  tlie  Pro- 
testant mind  upon  the  subject.  Time, 
and  a  due  disposition  evinced  on  the  part 
of  the  Roman  Catholics  to  connect  them- 
selves with  the  state,  might  create  favour- 
able impressions,  on  the  growth  of  which> 
retrocessions  of  sentiment,  such  as  those 
lately  witnessed,  could  not  fail  to  check 
and  to  destroy.  For  what  purpose  go 
into  a  committee,  when  no  person  has  any 
plan  to  propO'^e ;  when  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholics are  neither  prepared  nor  enabled 
to  comply  with  what  is  allowed  even  by 
tiie  right  hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Grattan)  who 
moves  the  committee,  to  he,  an  essential 
preliminary  r  But,  in  his  mind,  there 
were  other  insuperable  bars  at  present  to 
its  accomplishment,  the  public  mind  was 
not  ripe  for  the  measure,  the  indisposition 
was  too  general  and  too  strong.  He  also 
felt  too  deeply  impressed  with  those  con- 
siderations which  had  determined  Mr. 
Pitt  to  discourage  the  agitation  of  the 
question,  whilst  he  lived,  to  reconcile  it 
to  his  ideas  of  dnt)',  now  to  press  it.  He 
^had  stated  his  sentiments  candidly  and 
fairly,  he  much   doubted  the  policy  of 
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having  c!Cposed  a  question  of  this  nature 
to  successive  defeats,  by  bringing  it  ibr- 
\vard  under  adverse  circumstances;  but, 
if  the'  Ropian  Catholics  thought  discus- 
sion at  all  events  advantageous  to  their 
cattse,  it  was  natural  for  them  to  court 
opportunities  of  bringing  the  subject 
under  the  repeated  deliberation  of  parlia- 
ment. Lord  Gastlereagh  bore  testimony 
to  the  judicious  and  temperate  manner  in 
which  Mr.  Grattan  had  always  agitated 
the  question,  and  concluded  by  hoping 
that»  from  the  present  debate,  at  least  one 
advantage  would  result,  that  the  Roman 
Catholics  of  Ireland  would  discover  the 
errors  into  vihich  they  had  lately  fallen, 
and  correct  them. 

Sir  John  UippiiUy  rose  to  ofiFer  some 
explanations.  The  noble  viscount,  he 
observed,  had  understood  that  there  were 
not  more  than  two  dioceses  in  Ireland  in 
which  the  discipline  of  the  council  of  Trent 
had  not  been  received  and  promulgated, 
although  he  (sir  J.  H.)  had  stated  "  there 
were  six  in  that  predicament ; — bnt  this 
distinction,  (added  the  noble  viscount) 
did  not  matc-rially  alter  the  general  in- 
ference."-—The  discipline  of  that  coun- 
cil, particularly  as  aflfecting  clandest^je 
marriages,  was  not  obligatory,  because 
not  C!anonica1ly  recognized  in  the  arch- 
diocese of  Dublin,  nor  in  the  dioceses  of 
Kildare,  Meath,  Fernes,  Ossory,  nor  in  the 
wardinate  of  Gal  way,  which  has  episcopal 
jurisdiction,  though  the  warden,  by  a  sin- 
gular prescription,  is  of  a  lay  nomination  : 
the  result  was,  that  a  marriage  between 
minors,  without  consent  of  parents,  which 
was  yalid  in  either  of  these  enumerated 
dioceses,  would  be  deemed  invalid  in  the 
other  dioceses  wherein  the  decrees  of  the 
council  had  been  canonically  received.— 
The  inference,  therefore,  was  certainly  of 
more  importance  than  the  noble  viscount 
attached  to  it ;  for  it  not  only  went  to 
prove  that  much  eventual  mischief,  affect- 
ing the  feelings  and  property  of  families, 
was  incidental  to  this  contrariety  of  prac- 
tical discipline,*— but  also  it  demonstrated 
that  the  Roman  Catholic  church  of  Ire- 
land was  not  so  implicitly  governed  by 
the  decrees  of  ilie  council  of  Trent,  as  had 
been  asserted.  In  reference  to  another 
part  of  his  speech,  which  had  also  been 
touched  upon  by  the  noble  viscount,  sir 
J*  H.  wished  to  state,  that  the  acquies- 
cence of  the  Pope  in  the  recommendation 
of  the  British  and  Irish  Catholic  prelates 
was  not  invariable ;  for  some  time  after 
the  abdipation  of  James  2t  the  represeDta- 


tive  of  the  house  of  Stuafrt  was.  generall/ 
•complimented  with  the  recommendatton. 
In  latter  times  it  was  left  almost  entirely  to 
the  domestic  prelates — but  in  the  instance 
of  the  recommendation  of  Dr.  Milner  as 
vicar  apostolic  of  the  middle  district, 
though  standing  high  in  estimation  at 
Rome,  the  faculties  of  institution  were  for 
a  considerable  time  suspended,  as  the  see 
of  Rome  had  been  impressed  with  an  opi- 
nion that  the  appointment  would  not  have 
been  acceptable  to  the  then  government. 
—Upon  its  being  understood,  however, 
there  was  no  ground  for  such  a  report,  the 
usual  faculties  were  expedited.  This  fact 
may  be  taken  as  an  instance  in  which  the 
see' of  Rome  was  desirous  to  mark  its  re- 
spect for  his  Majesty's  government — a 
disposition  uniformly  manifested  through- 
out the  last  and  present  pontificate. 

The  Hon.  W.  Lambe — Sir,  I  do  not 
know  whether  the  noble  lord  be  right  or 
not  in  his  opinion, 'that  this  is  the  most  un- 
favourable moment  for  bringing  forward, 
with  any  prospect  of  success,  the  present 
question;  but  this  I  do  in  my  conscience 
believe,  that  if  this  question  be  not  brought 
forward,  that  if  this  measure  be  not  speedi- 
ly adopted,  our  blindness  and  our  delay 
will  be  the  ruin  and  destruction  of  this 
country. — ^Feeling  as  I  do  with  ti^e  noble 
lord,  that  there  is  throughout  this  nation, 
as  he  expressed,  a  great  weight  of  resist- 
ance to  this  measure ;  that  there  does 
prevail,  in  a  great  proportion  of  o^ur  coun- 
trymen, a  fair  ana  honest,  though  in  my 
view  an  erroneous  and  mistaken  opinioh 
upon  this  subject;  and  having  upon  a  form- 
er occasion,  in  the  year  1 808,  given  a  vote 
similar  to  that  which  I  shall  give  this 
night,  I  must  necessarily  feel  anxious,  1 
had  almost  said,  to  vindicate,  at  least  to 
explain,  my  own  sentiments,  and  the  line 
of  conduct  which  I  have  already  held  and 
shall  again  pursue.  —But  this  wish  alone 
would  not  have  been  suflicient  to  induce 
me  to  rise,  as  I  own  I  was  very  anxious  to 
do  immediately  after  the  speech  of  the 
learned  judge,  who  opened  this  night's 
debate,  if  I  had  not  thought  and  felt  that 
the  argument  of  that  learned  judge  had 
placed  the  question  .exactly  upon  the 
ground- upon  which  it  was  most  advanta- 
geous to  argue  it.— The  learned  judge, 
speaking  not  only  with  all  the  weight  of 
his  own  character  and  situation,  but  wiUi 
all  his  own  proper  authority  augmented 
and  increascnl  by  all  the  dignity  which 
belongs  to  the  learned^uuiversity  of  Ox- 
fordi  declares   that  the  venerable  body 
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^hich  Iw  represents  do  seriously  and  sin- 
cerely apprehend^  from  the  removal  of 
these  disabilities  upon  the  Roman  Catho- 
lics, danger  to  the  national  church  esta* 
blishment  and  to  the  Protestant  religion. 
The  learned  judge,  however,  added  not  one 
word  of  argument  in  support  of  this  asser« 
tion,  and  I  do  pot  it  to  the  House,  whether 
it  does  become  the  learned  judge,  whether 
it  does  become  the  university  jof  Oxford, 
upon  a  great  question  like  ihis,  to  throw 
out  va^ue  and  general  declarations  of 
danger,  without  condescending  in  the 
slightest  degree  to  point  out  and. explain 
from  whence  Uie  danger  arises,  in  what 
manner  it  threatens,  aiid  how  the  institu- 
tions and  establishments  alluded  to  are 
likely  to  be  a£fected  by  the  adoption  of 
the  proposed  measures.— *The  learned 
judge  attempted  also  to  charge  an  incon- 
sistency upon  my  right  hon.  friend  who 
brought  forward  this  question^  alledging 
that  in  the  beginning  of  his  speech  he 
seemed  to  treat  the  religion  of  the  subject 
as  a  matter  with  which  the  government 
had  no  right  whatever  to  intermeddle  or 
concern  itself,  as  a  matter  resting  solely 
between  God  and  man,  and  that  towards 
the  conclusion  be  admitted,  in  contradic- 
tion to  his  former  principle,  that  there 
miffht  be  political  danger  from  the  spiri- 
tual influence  of  a  foreign  power. — Good 
God  !  Sir,  danger  from  the  spiritual  influ- 
ence of  a  foreign  power  !  danger  from  the 
prevalence  of  the  Roman  Catholic  religion 
m  Ireland  !  Who  ever  doubted,  who  ever 
disputed  it«?  Who  does  not  admit  it  with 
sorrow  and  trepidation  ?  There  is  danger. 
Sir,  a  danger  which  makes  me  shudder 
day  and  night— a  danger  which  makes 
the  empire  totter  to  its  very  foundation.— 
But  the  question  is  not  now  upon  the  ex- 
istence of  the  danger^  but  upon  the  best 
means  of  meeting  and  averting  it. — The 
question  is,  whether  there  be  danger  in 
adopting  this  measure ;  whether  there  be 
danger  in  removing  these  disabilities; 
whether  there  be  danger  in  giving  to  the 
whole  people  of  Ireland  equal  rights ;  and 
whether,  on  the  contrary,  these  be  not  the 
surest  safeguards  and  defences  against  that 
danger,  which  we  are  all  compelled  to 
admit,  and  which  we  ill  deplore. 

With  respect  to  the  principle  of  tolera- 
tion it  has  been  over  and  over  again  said 
that  we  are  all  agreed*^!  hope  we  are ; 
but  die  diflerence  is,  as  to  the  applica- 
tion of  that  principle. — I  suppose  it  will 
be  admitted  to  me  by  the  most  aealous 
Cjppoaeia  of  the  present  claims,  that  if  they  I 


could  be  convinced  in  their  own  minds 
that  the  Roman  Catholics  would,  when 
they  had  obtained  equality,  be  content 
with  ir,  that  they  would  urge  their  preten* 
sioAs  no  farther ;  that  they  would  not  at- 
tempt la  subvert  the  Protestant  establish- 
ment, and  erect  a  church  of  their  own  in 
its  stead ;  that  they  would  use  tiib  power 
which  should  be  granted  to  them  for  the 
support  of  the  constitqtion,  and  not  for  its 
overthrow ;  that  they  would  0()pose,  heart 
and  hand,  a  foreign  enemy,  even  though 
backed  and  assisted  by  ail  the  spiritual  in* 
fluence  of  the  Pope,  and  not  from  religious 
motives  unite  with  and  assist  him.  I  say. 
if  they  could  be  thoroughly  convinced 
that  these  are  the  principles,  and  that  such 
would  be  the  conduct  of  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholics, they  would  at  once  withdraw  their 
opposition,  and  consent  to  the  concession 
of  those  piivi leges,  which  prudence  and 
apprehension  of  the  different  objects  and 
intensions  induce  them  now  strenuously 
and  decisively  to  withhold. — On  the  other 
hand,  I  am  as  willing  to  admit  to  them, 
that  if  it  could  be  shewn  to  me  that  there 
were  any  ghance,  any  likelihood  of  making 
any  impression  upon  the  Roman  Catholic 
faith  in  Ireland,  of  producing  within  any 
time,  such  as  human  nature  can  reason- 
ably calculate  upon,  by  the  continuance 
of  those  restrictions,  an  increase  and  e^- 
tention  of  the  Protestant  religion,  so  much 
is  that  an  object  near  to  my  heart,  so 
anxiously  and  devoutly  do  I  think  that-a 
consummation  to  be  wished,  that  hostile 
as  I  am  in  principle  to  disabilities  on  .ac- 
count of  religious  belief,  I  should  be  wiU  * 
ling  to  embrace .  even  this  mode  of  pro- 
ducing so  good  an  effect ;  I  should  be  ready 
to  purchase  so  important  an  advantage 
even  at  the  expense  of  the  oontinuance  of 
these  laws. 

But  upon  both  of  these  points  my  rea^- 
son  compels  me  to  be  of  a  different  opi- 
nion.— I  do  not  think  such  a  spirit,  sucli  a 
temper,  such  a  line  of  conduct  is  reason- 
ably to  be  apprehended  from  the  Catholics* 
— 1  do  not  think  the  apprehension,  if  it 
were  well  grounded,  of  the  demands  which 
the  Catholics  n»ay  make  hereafter,  a  just 
or  a  wise  ground  for  refusing  thepi  what 
thev  demand  at  present ;  and  if  this  apr 
prehension  of  the  malignity  of  their  ul- 
terior views  and  objects  be  well  founded, 
I  do  not  think,  nor  can  any  man  think  the 
refusal  of  their  demands  calculated  to  hava 
any  other  efieqt  than  that  of  increasing, 
inflaming,  and  'irritating  that  malignity, 
still  leas  can  I  believe  that  there  ia  any 
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cfaance  vrhatsoever  of  producing,  at  least 
within  many  years,  any  material  altera- 
tion in  the  religious  faith  of  the  majoHty 
of  the  Irish. 

It  is  said,  that  such  is  the  never  dying 
spirit  of  encroachment,  that  such  is  the 
restlei»8  lust  of  domination  inherent  in,  and 
inseparable    from   the  existence   of   the 
Boman  Catholic   religion,  that   it   never 
iTill  acquuMce  in  any  thing  short  of  com 
■plete  and  unqualified  superiority  both  in 
church  and  state  ?  Is  this  said  ?  Let  us  see 
how  weil  it  is  borne  out  by  facts.     Recol- 
lect, that  ikow  duriniT  some  centuries  you 
have   established,  wiih  some  reiuctance, 
ami  with  some  disVurbances  indeed,  a  re- 
ligion contrary  to  the  opinion  of  the  great 
majority  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  coun- 
try: you  have  placed  and  kept  an  here- 
.tical  clergy,  heretical  in  the  eyes  of  the 
people,  in  post^ehsion  of  all  ecclesiastical 
revenues  and  of  all  ecclesiastical  di<^?tities. 
-*You  have  eflected  that  in  Ireland  which 
two  Roman   Catholic  nionarchs,  assisted 
by  Roman  Catholic  ministers, ibund  them- 
selves totally  unable  toeflectin  this  island. 
—You  have  accomplished  that  object  in 
Ireland,   for  attempting   which   you  de- 
posed and  drove  into  exile  one  of  your 
own   lawful   hereditary  sovereigns. — Let 
/us  consider  this  fact  in  justice    to  the 
Roman  Catholics.— Let  us  recollect  this 
plain  statement  of  circumstances,  when 
we  talk  of  the  obstinacy,  of  the  restless- 
ness, of  the  unyielding  spirit  of  that  reli- 
gion, and  let  us  also  have  clearly  in  our 
view,   and  bear  strongly   in  our  minds, 
that  what  we  call  obstinacy  and   perti- 
nacity in  error ;  they  call,  aye  and  con- 
sider too,  courage  and  fortihide   in   the 
,  cause  of  truth. — Is  this  spectacle  of  a  reli- 
gion rejected  by  the  greater  part  of  the 
people,  and  at  the  same  time  established 
by  law,  exhibited  by  any  other  nation  in 
Europe  at  this  day  ?  is  it  to  be  found  i  n 
history  ?  is  it  reasonable  in  itself,  if  it  be 
abstractly  considered,  and  without  refer- 
'ence  to  the  peculiar  circumstances  which 
have  made  it  necessary  ?    If  the  answers 
to  these  questions  be,  as  they  must  be,  in 
the  negative  :    a  people  who   have  ac- 
quiesced^ and  who  are  still  willing  to  ac« 
(loiesce   in  such   a  dispensation,  do  not 
aeserve  to  be  stigmatized  as  a  very  stiff- 
necked  and  perverse  generation,  as  very 
prone  to  rebellion,  as  ever  ready  to  seize 
opportunities  for  insurrection,  or  as  pecu- 
liarly tenacious  in  maintaining  their  own 
religions  tenets  and  opinions, — wiH  then 
toleration  make  them  more  rebelUoas  than 
before  ?  Will  unity  and  indulgence  excite 


a  spirit  of  hostility,  which  has  not  mem}* 
fested  itself  under  harshness  and  oppr«s-> 
sion?  Will  conciliation  have  the  novel 
effect  of  alienating  and  offending  ? 

But  grant  that  it  be  so  ;  grant  that  th«r 
object  be  to  overthrow  the  Protestant  ami 
establish  a  Popish  hierarchy ;  grajit.  ?hafr 
if  these  concessions  were  ma  lej'JDcM  «v  .r>id 
still  remain  their  object,  »hfii  I  i^k,  v  hat 
greater  power  do  you  give  ihetii  of  ac- 
complishing   that    object,    by   removing 
I  hose  restrictions?  what  greater  dilhculty 
do  you  throw  tii  their  way  by  contin;iing 
them?  Do  yon  do  any  thing  by  th^m^  but 
add  T<»  that  eagerness  for  'superiority  which 
distmgui!$hes,  as  you  say,  tne  Roman  Ca- 
tholics, which,  as  others  say,  is  the  cha- 
racteristic of  all  reli«^ious  sects,  or  rather 
of  all  bodies  and  associations  of  men?-—' 
Do  you  diminish  theii^  numbers  by  them  ? 
No, — on    the  contrary,  all  sects  thr^re 
under  any  mark  or  note  that  is  set  upon 
them. — Do  you  detract  from  the  authority 
of  their  pastors  ?— On  the  contrary,  you 
give  them  eVpry  means  of  increasing  their 
influence.-— 'Do  you    establish  any  thing 
like  a  cotitroul  over  them  on  the  part  of 
the  government  i  No, — you  miss  the  best 
means  of  obtaining  sway  amongst  them-; 
for   what   could   give  the  government  a 
greater,  a  better,  a  more  genial  influence 
amongst  the  Roman  Catholics,  than  the 
circumstance  of  some  of  them  being  mem*' 
hers  of  this  House,  some  of  them  enjoj'in^ 
commancis  in  the  army,  some  of  thenr 
filling  important  civil   offices  under  fais 
Majesty :  and  if  men  there  are  amongst 
them,    as  no  doubt  there   are,    if  men 
should  ^arise  amongst  them,  as  no  doubt 
there   will,    endowed    in   every    respect 
with  capacities  sufficient  to  sustain    the 
weight  and  support  the  dignity  of  the 
highest    situations    in     the    arni^,     the 
navy,  the  law,  and  the  state,  is  it  to  be 
expected  or  feared  that  such  men  will  en<« 
tertain  so  depraved  and  mistaken  notions 
of  the  tenets  and  doctrines  of  their  own 
faith,  as  to  be  prepared  to  excite  intestine 
commotion,  to  unite  with  the  pope  er  any 
other  foreign  prince,  to  employ  the  power, 
which  their  merits  have  obtained,  R>r  the 
purpose  of  overturning  that  throne  am! 
that  constitution  from  which  their  own 
dignity  is  derived,  and  upon  the  stability 
of  which  their  own  influence  and  import* 
ance,  their  own  characters  and  fortunes, 
entirely  depend?^!  trust  there  are  no 
traitors  in  any  class  of  our  feUow^sufajects; 
I  trust  there  never  will  be ;  but  J  am  sure 
they  are  moref  likely  to  be  fbtmd  amopgsC 
ihoM  who  are  escluded  from  trait  and 


PARL.  SCBATES,  Mat  25«  I8ia-4bm»»  CaiMk  Peikhtu.  l*g$3 


power,  thmn  «nongsi  thost-who  are*  ad* 
micted  Co  tbem. — lliese  reasons  are  to  my 
mind  satisfoclory,  that  there  is  no  polttieal 
advanrageto  continumg  these  restrictive 
lawii,  that  there  is  no  political  danger  in 
repe^hng  them. 

Now,  Sir,  with  respect  to  the  rdigioiis 
part  of  thisqnestioii,  which  strictly  speak- 
ing it  is  impossthie  to  separate  from  the 
political,  though  for  the  sake  of  conve- 
nience it  may  be  so  tonsidtTcd. — I  am  as 
anxious  as  any  man  in  this  Howse  for  the 
propagation  of  the  trae  faiih  in  Ireland  ; 
I  hare  as  much  confidence  in  the  natural 
strength  of  the  religion  which  we  profess, 
I  have  as  little  doubt  that,  if  it  be  allowed 
to  be  hei\rd,  truth  will  ultimately  prevail 
over  error,  the  reformed  over  the  Roman 
Catholic  fbrm  of  worship.— Take  all  the 
proper  and  rational  means  for  promoting 
this  preat  object,  use  a'l  the  power  of  in- 
struction, of  education*  of  argument,  and 
you  have  my  warmest  wishes  for  your  fall 
8ucce<4s ;— but  recollect  at  the  same  time 
that  the  progress  of  reason,  though  sure, 
is  very  slow  against  superstition ;— con- 
aider  how  very  tardy  the  march  of  the 
human  mind  is  upon  these  subjects ; — look 
back  upon  the  page  of  history,  and  s^e 
whether,  since  that  great  schism  which 
tore  astmder  the  Christian  worW,  since 
the  memorable  a?ra  of  the  reformation,  an 
era  at  wbicb  the  eagerness  of  inouiry  and 
the  flagrant  abuses  of  the  Church  of  Home 
had  inflamed  the  minds  of  men  to  a  vehe- 
mence and  irritation,  which  It^  long 
aince  subsided;  an  ceia,  at  which  all 
men's  thoughts  were  intent  upon  religious 
differences  and  topics  of  controversy,  and 
from  which,  consequently,  no  reasoning 
can  be  fairly  applied  to  times  of  a  di^ 
ferent  complexion — see  whether,  since 
that  period,  you  can  produce  me  a  single 
example  of  any  great  body  of  men  who 
have  changed  the  religion  which  they 
have  received  from  their  fathers.— How 
long,  then,  and  this  is  perhaps  the  most 
important  point  of  view  in  which  the 
cpiestioD  can  be  considered ;  how  long  are 
you  to  refuse  to  Ireland  some  of  the  most 
important  privileges  of  the  British  consti- 
tmion?  How  long  most  you  determine  to 
continue  in  that  country  the  present  un- 
oataral  lUte  of  affairs  ?  If  until  the  ma- 
jority of  ber  inhabitants  are  converted 
from  their  reNgious  errors,  ages  npon  ages 
may  first  elapse,  and  you  are  pronoonc- 
ing  againaC  them,  according  to  the  finite 
views  of  man,  an  eternal  proscription. 

B«t  then  I  aA  you  beshles,  of  what  u- 


sistance  to  you  in  this  great  work  of  cfn* 
version  are  these  drsabiiilies?  All  the' 
weapoiTs^  by  which  your  eawie  musn  ulti- 
mately prevail,  the  weapons  of  reason,  of 
argument,  of  common  sense,  will  be  aa* 
powerful  in  your  hands  after  the  repeal  ol> 
these  Itws.  as  they  are  at  present.^^They 
are  entirely  independent  of  pt  nal  codes 
and  leg*slative  eiKlusions. — How«  then*, 
do  these  restrictions  help  you  in  your  ef*  « 
fortf»,  or  further  you  towards  your  object? 
—Why,  not  at  all !  on  the  contrary,  they  • 
are  a  great  obstacle  to  your  snccesa,  a 
great  impediment  to  you  in  your  course. 
— ^They  nre  so,  because  it  is  wellknoww 
that  all  religious  secte  are  active  and  zea« 
lous,  and  consequently  that  they  thrive 
and  grow  under  difificvHy,  and  want,  and' 
disability;  and  that  they  become  supine 
and  negligent  as  soon  as  they  are*  esta« 
blished  in  security. — ^These  are  principles 
so  weH  known,  so  generally  acknow*. 
ledged',  that  it  is  quite  annecessary  for  me 
to  take  up  the  time  of  the  House  by  expa- 
tiating upon  them. — ^This  is  the  simple 
view  which  I  take  of  the  case.— I  have 
the  same  objects  in  vietras  those  who  op- 
pose the  present  question;  the  mainte- 
nance of  the  Protestant  establishment,  and 
the  extension  of  the  Protestant  religion  : 
—for  the  reasons  1  have  given,  I  do  not 
believe  either  that  the  former  would  be 
endangered  or  the  fatter  retarded  by  o«r 
granting  the  prayer  of  these  petitions.  I 
have  endeavoured  to  establish  five  propb*' 
sit  ions,  which  if  they  be  established,  lead!* 
in  my  opinion,  irresistibly  to  a  conclusion 
in  farour  of  the  motion  brought  forward 
by  my  right  hon.  friend. — ^First,  that 
there^is  no  reason  to  imptite  to  the  Roman 
Catholics  of  Ireland  a  disposition  hostile  to 
the  English  government — Secondly,  tllat 
if  such  a  disposition  does  not  at  present 
exist,  it  will  not  be  produced  in  them  by 
the  concessions  proposed  to  be  made.— - 
Thirdly,  if  such  hostile  disposition  does 
at  present  exfst,  yoo  give  it  no  greater 
power  of  doing  injury  by  removing  the 
disabilities,  than  it  poasessed  while  they 
remained  in  force. — ^roortfaly,  that  if  yom 
propose  to  delay  this  measure  until  any 
mat  revolution  is  effected  in  the  religious 
raith  of  the  majority  of  the  Irish  nation, 
yon  propose  In  fiact  to  wait  for  erer.-* 
And  fif^nlyi  that  the  continuance  of  these 
disabilities  does  not  in  the  slightest  d^ 
gree  promote  the  spreading  of  the  Pro- 
testant faith. 

With  respect  to  the  subject  which  has 
been  most  insisted  upon  in  the  coorae  of 
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this  debate,  I  mean  the  Veto  and  all  the 
topics  connected  with  it,' I  shall  think  it^ 
pnident  to  make  very  few  ohserradons. 
This  appears  to  me  to  be  very  delicate 
and  very  dangerous  ground. — ^All  the  dis- 
cussion^ all  the  differences^  all  the  strong 
speeches  and  strong  .  resolutions,  which 
have  been  come  to  upon  this  point,  lead 
my  mind  to  a  conclusion  very  difierent 
from  that  which  I  find  has  been  adopted 
by  others.-^I  can  see  in  them  nothing 
but  the  most  imperative  reasons  for  the 
immediate  adoption  of  the  measure  \t^hich 
we  arc  at  present  discussing,  and  the 
strongest  and  most  melancholy  proofs  of 
the  impolicy  of  having  so  long  delayed  it. 
-—If  there  waft  any  part  of  the  speech  of 
the  learned  judge  upon  which  I  could  feel 
disposed  or  venture  to  animadvert  with 
any  thing  of  asperity,  it  certainly  would 
be  that  in  which  he  seemed  to  affirm,  that 
in  hisw^pinibn  the  English  Roman  Cathe- 
lic8,  in  acceding  to  the  safeguard  of  the 
veto,  had  done  that  which  wad  inconsistent 
with  the  fundamental  tenets  of  their  reli- 
ffion<«*— If  it  had  been  his  wish  to  encourage 
discord,  if  it  had  been  his  object  to  pre- 
vent conciliation  and  union,  what  more 
akilful  conduct  could/  he  have  pursued — 
what  language  could  he  have  used  better 
calculated  to  promote  his  end?— What  can 
be  more  bitter,  more  galling  and  irritat- 
ing to  the  feelings  of  the  Roman  Catholics, 
doubly  galling  and  doublybitter,  as  being 
a  reproach  from  the  mouth  of  a  Protestant, 
than  to  be  told,  that  by  the  very  conces- 
iions  they  have  made  for  the  sake  of  con- 
ciliation, for  the  sake  of  Quieting  the  alarm 
of  the  Church  of  England,  they  have  sa- 
crificed the  doctrines  of  their  own  reli- 
gion, and  blemished  their  own  faith. 

Let  us.  Sir,  upon  the  whole,  place  our- 
aelves  for  a  moment  in  the  situation  of 
Ireland.—Let  os  think  with  her  mind,  and 
feel  with  her  feelings.— Let  us  recollect, 
that  £br  as  she  has  made  gpreat  sacrifices— 
for  U8  she  has  given  op  her  national  legis- 
lature, her  acknowledged  independence, 
all  that  is  most  dear  to  the  feelings  of  a 
gallant,  a  generous,  and  a  high  spirited 
people.— Has  she  not  a  right  to  demand 
of  as  something  of  reciprocal  concession, 
and  shall  we  not  have  the  generosity  to 
make  a  sacrifice  for  Ireland,  vvho  has  sacri- 
ficed so  much  for  us  ?^-Can  we  not  prevail 
upon  oarselvte  lo  vield  up  to  her  claims 
thoae  feeling  and  opinions,  the  preva- 
lence of  which  in  this  country  is  not  to 
me  a  matter  of  surprise  :•— feelings  and 
•ptniona  fi>nnerly  naefal  and  praiaewortby. 


liot  even  then  pushed  beyond  both  justice 
and  necessity,  but  which  have  Jong  since 
ceased  to  be  either  wise  or  reasonable- 
Have  we  not  liberality,  have  we  not  gra- 
titude enough  to  do  this  for  Ireland, — for 
Ireland,  with  whose  fate  our  own  is  so  in- 
separably united,' with  whom  we  are  ao 
closely  and  nearly  connected,  some  of  us 
by  the  ties  of  property,  some  of  us  by  the 
dearer  ties  of  blood  and  affinity,  and  all  of 
us  by  our  common  laws,  our  conimon  Ian* 
guage,  and  the  common  cause  of  inde- 
pendence in  which  we  are  engaged^-— 
What  was  in  sense  and  reason  tne  great 
and  leading  objection  to  the  measure  of 
the  Union,  a  measure  from  which  so  many 
important  benefits  have  arisen,  and  will 
continue  to  arise  to  both  countries,  and 
which  may  be  considered  as  that  act  of 
Mr.  Pitt's  government,  upon  which,  what- 
ever may  be  the  case  at  present,  there  will 
in  future  times  exist  the  least  difierence  of 
opinion. — But  what  was  and  still  is  the 
most  forcible  argument  that  can  be  urged 
against  that  measure  ?  Why  it  is  this, — 
that  looking  upon  Ireland  with  all  her  ad- 
vantages and  all  her  resources;  consider- 
ing heir  fortunate  commercial  situation, 
her  spacious  and  convenient  harbours,  the 
fertility  of  her  soil,  the  increase  of  her 
population,  and  above  all,  the  high  spirit 
and  quick  feelings  of  her  children,  it  was 
improbable  that  she  would  ever  finally  ac- 
quiesce in  the  arrangement,  and  tranouilly 
settle  down  into  the  situation  in  which  she 
was  planed  by  that  measure. — Shall  we 
not,  then,  do  all  we  can  to  crown  that 
work?  Shall  we  not  take  every  step  to 
lessen  the  force  of  this  reasoning,  and  to 
make  its  application  improper  }  Shall  we 
not  adopt  every  means  within  our  reach, 
to  reconcile  her  to  a  situation  which  cannot 
but  be  galling  to  her  pride,  although  I  be- 
lieve it  to  be  conducive  to  her  real  inte- 
rests, as  well  as  to  those  of  England. 

For  the  advantage,  or  rather  for  the  ne- 
cessity of  this  measure  to  the  general 
safety  of  the  empire,  if  I  am  asked  for  ar* 
guments,  I  would  only  desire  you  to  turn 
your  eyes  upon'  the  afiairs  of  the  world. — 
Good  God  !  Sir,  what  a  spectacle  does 
Europe  present  to  the  eye  of  any  man 
who  IS  in  the  slightest  degree  acquainted 
with  her  former  history,  with  the  relations 
that  subsisted  between  the  states  of  which 
she  was  then  composed ;— so  many  nations, 
once  powerful  in  arms,  flourishing  in  com- 
merce, proud  and  fierce  in  the  spirit  of 
liberty  and  independence,  now  tranquil  and 
silent,  and  to  all  appearance  contented 
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Vftder  the  domination  of  France. — Soldiers 
of  so  many  different  countries,  of  diflfe'reut 
religions  and  difierent  manners,  officers  of 
high  military  prowess  and  fame,  provinces 
far  divided  from  one  another  in  situation 
and  interest,  all  these  jarring  Elements  are 
forcibly  moulded  into  one  system,  and 
made  to  act  steadily  and  harmoniously 
for  the  furtherance  or  one  design,  and  at 
the  beck  of  one  man  ; — and  he  who  sits  at 
the  head  of  this  strange  and  formidable 
machine^  however  we  may  abhor  his  atro- 
cities, it  is  impossible  not  to  look  upon  his 
character  with  something  of  a  superstitious 
awe  and  veneration.-— His  actions  scarcely 
resemble  those  of  human  conquerors, — they 
may  rather  be  compared  to  those  great 
physical  convulsions  by  which  nature  ef- 
fects her  changes  over  the  face  of  the 
habitable  globe;  to  an  earthquake  or  a 
volcano,  that  raises  hills  and  depresses 
▼allies,  that  plants  kingdoms  here,  and 
annihilates  them  there. He  is 

One  of  tHose  gremt  visit«ti<iD9  of  the  earth, 
Tbat  00  its  alter'd  Hce  for  ages  leave 
The  traces  of  their  might.—— 

What  have  we,  (circumscribed  as  we  are 
in  means  and  in  dominion,)  what  have  we 
to  oppose  to  this  enormous  power,  so 
united,  and  so  directed  ?— Wo  have  that 
which  has  in  all  ages,  and  which  will 
again  be  tbnnd  sufficient  for  the  protec- 
tion of  those  to  whom  it  belongs  ;•— we 
have  the  spirit  of  liberty,  we  have  the 
energy  of  toe  democracy  of  Great  Britain, 
of  that  democracy,  at  the  head  of  which, 
whatever  faction  may  throw  out  to  the 
contrary,  still  stand  his  Majesty  and  the 
royal  family,  still  stand  this,  and  the  other 
House  of  parliament,  and  may  still  re- 
main, if  we  will  but  adopt  the  aasv  means 
which  are  within  our  reach,  o^ satisfaction 
and  conciliation. 

Sir,  I  have  already  said,  that  I  am  sensi- 
ble that  an  opinion  prevails  in  this  coun- 
try very  adverse  to  that  which  I  have  been 
endeavouring  to  enforce. — I  am  sensible 
that  I  might  better  consult  for  my  own 
popularity,  by  speaking  a  different  lan'- 
goage  upon  this  subject;  but  in  taking 
the  side  of  the  argument  which  I  do,  I  am 
actaaied  by  stronger  elfish  motives  even 
than  the  love  of  popularity*  to  which  I  do 
not  pretend  to  be  insensible.— I  verily  be- 
lieve, that  in  urging  the  arguments  which 
I  urge,  I  am  speaking,  not  indeed  for  po- 
pularity, but  for  all  that  is  dear  to  man  ; 
for  family,  for  property,  for  independence, 
for  fk<eedom  m>m  a  foreign  yoke,  for  my 
irery  exiileace  ia  the  sitiiation4a  which  I 


at  present  stand.— I  have  but  one  more 
observation  to  add  ;  I  haye,  since  their 
accession  to  power,  for  the  most  part 
acted  in  opposition  to  his  Majesty's  pre- 
sent ministers.  I  do  not  repent  of  that 
conduct.  I  think  their  foreign  policy  has  , 
been  mistaken.  I  think  their  expeditions 
have  been  ill  concerted.  ^  I  think  their 
commercial  measures  have  been  unwise. 
But > all  these  may  be  defended — plausible 
arguments  may  be  urged  in  defence  of 
them  all— doubts  may  be  entertained  upon  . 
evury  part  of  their  conduct,  except  their 
policy  towards  Ireland— Ireland  is  the 
great  cause,  the  root  and  foundation  of  my 
opposition.— My  hostility  to  them  is  peiw 
severing,  as  it  is  because  they  hold  their 
offices^  pledged,  I  will  not  say,  in  hostility 
to  that  country,  because  I  give  them  full 
credit  for  the  fairness  of  their  intentioot 
and  the  sincerity  of  their  opinions,  but 
pledged  not  to  adopt  those  measures,  which 
are  necessary  for  the  conciliation  of  Ire- 
land, and  the  consolidation  of  the  empire. 

Sir  W.  Scoii,  in  answer  to  an  observation 
from  the  last  speaker,  that  according  to 
him  the  indulgence  prayed  by' the  Ca- 
tholics could  upon  no  terms  be  granted,  ex- 
plained that  he  had  not  asserted  or  in- 
tended any  such  thing ;  he  bad  only 
maintained  that  the  present  proposition 
was  hopeless  and  inaamissible  ;  it  would 
be  time  enough  to  consider  other  proposi- 
tions when  they  were  offtred  to  the  legis- 
lature. 

General  Moihew.  Sir ;  in  rising  to  ex- 
press my  opinion  upon- this  great  and  vital 
question,  for  such  I  have  always  considered 
it,  I  must  express  my  satisfaction  that  the 
discussion  has  be^  adjourned  from  a  for- 
mer night,  in  order  that  gentlemen  may 
have  the  full  opportunity  of  declaring 
their  sentiments.  When  I  came  down  to 
the  House  this  night,  I  thought  it  would 
be  unnecessary  for  me  to  trouble  the 
House  at  any  considerable  length, after  the 
able  speeches  of  my  right  uon.  friend 
(Mr.  Grattan)  who  moved,  and  the  hon. 
baronet  (sir  John  Cox  Hipptsley)  who 
seconded  the  motion  ;  for  they  have  lefi 
but  little  for  me  or  any  one  else  to  say  on 
the  subject.  I  do  not,  however,  ame 
with  them  altogether  on  the  subject  of  the 
Veto,  which  was  proposed  to  be  given  te 
his  Majesty,  notwithstanding  the  many 
historical  documents  quoted  on  the  occa- 
sion from  Davis,  Cox,  Keating,  and  other 
historians  who  had  written  on  the  penal 
laws.  But,  Sir,  the  Petition  from  the  Ca^ 
tholics  of  Ireland  is  not  nevsly  in  a  Ca* 
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ihsHc  G9JKC  :  Itisalspja  Pr4>testant  caotse ; 
for  nine-tepths  of*|be  ProtqBt^ts  of  Ire- 
\md  are  favourable  (o  it,  and  an  anxioas 
for  ibe  emandpfition  >as  tlic  CatlAolics 
themselyesy  SA\d  I  bape  to  prove  to  you, 
tbat  it  is  a  cause  not  oiily  interesting  to 
XrelaiKl,  but  to  England,  to  Europe,  and 
to  the  world  at  large.  ,Sir«  itisuowbe- 
oome  a  question*  wbetber  we  sball  c(Ui- 
iinne  to  Ireland  tb«  same  system  of  cruelty, 
tyranny,  and  the  bayonet,  by  wliich  we 
have  oppressed  her  for  the  last  600  years, 
or  by  abandoning  that  system  of  cruelly 
«jid  ifiiustice,  ooaciliate  the  aOections  and 
stitaehiDont  of  your  Catholic  fellow  sub- 
jects. $ir,  the  question  necessarily  in- 
•voliws  another,  which  is  no  less  than  this : 
«*-Wbelher  the  empire  of  Great  Britain 
ahull  Cksist  any  longer  great  and  inde- 
IMBodent,  or  ah  are  the  fate  of  the  other 
froipireiis  and  kjmgdoms  in  £arape»  and 
jprouch  at  the  feet  of  a  conqueror  P-^a 
4oom  to  which  we  must  inevitably  n^sh, 
if  we  aufier  ourselves  to  be  governed  by 
ihoee  feeble  and  distracted  councils  which 
have  so  long  prevailed,-«-aiid  of  which 
Ireland  will  be  the  first,  and  England  the 
iiext  victim.  Ldo  not  scruple  to  say,  that 
Sot  6(K>  years,  England  has  been  the  op^ 
pressor  of  . Ireland  ;  and  if  the  same 
«yptem  of  lyraimy  is  f>ursued,  I  tell  you 
Ahere  can  be  ao^doubt  hut  you  will  lose 
^hat  country.  Sir,  it  is  matter  of  aatonisb- 
jDOMt  to  AC  ihat  expeiience  has  not  made 
aome  of  those  who  govern  mankind  wiser; 
Mr  that  not  only  the  evideace  of  all  his- 
IMMry,  but  of  facupaasiag  under  their  eyes, 
ibaa  no  lAfloence  upon  d^  policy  of  their 
CMMiocils.  This  remark  has  been  no  where 
jnore  applioabhi  than  to  those  who  have 
Irom  time  to  time,  and  especially  of  late 
y«ara»  govcxTted  this  country.  There  is  not 
an  English  member  in  this  House  who  most 
ooi  know  (that  is  to  say,  if  he  knows  any 
thing  aboal  Ireland, — which  l^uch  doubt^ 
ihat  coercion  and  cruelty  never  yet  did 
say  good  there  ; — tbat  the  system  so 
fatally  adoptt'd  in  Ireland,  has  totally  f^iiled 
of  its  intended  efiect,  and  that  those  who 
were  the  advoeates  of  such  tyranny  and 
Cioelty  might  have  easily  perceived  their 
arror  frmn  its  palpable  consequences, 
and  reoemmended  a  wiser  syatem ;  a 
aystem  of  lenity  and  toleratinn,  such  as 
was  recommended  by  mr  lard  Verulam 
wad  Secmtary  Cecfl,  to  the  Irish  viceroy 
Moiinl|oy,  in  the  reign  of  Elisabeth; 
iwheo,  as  it  apptan  feom  the  historical  m* 
Ihorifty  of  Monrkoti,  (and  there  is  none 
Ugher  or  AMaa  ^aatWnlic)  ibat  lunopgi* 


other  horrors,  "  The  ditches  wcn^  fiUed 
with  poor  people,  men,  woaten  and  chil- 
dren, eome  dead,  some  dying,>  -^thcir 
mouths  green  with  nettles,  and  other 
weeds  they  were  forced  to  eat,  in  order  to 
gratify  the  calls  of  hunger;  even  old 
women  were  banged  after  their  cottages 
were  burned,  for  adhering  to  their  opi- 
iiioas  ;  and  three  famish  log  children 
were  found  in  one  place,  feeding  on  the 
dead  body  of  their  mother,  who  had  been 
murdered  for  her  religion,  and,  in  short, 
such  cruelties  were  practised  on  the  ill- 
fated  Irish,  as  beggared  all  the  horrors  of 
the  reign  of  Tiberius.  When  these  things 
were  represented  to  Queen  Elizabeth,  she 
said  to  Mount  joy,  "  It  is  you  that  have 
done  all  this  mighty  mischief:  you 
ought  to  have  been  to  your  flock  a  shep* 
herd  ;  but  you  have  been  a  wolf."  She 
ordered  Mountjoy  to  feljow  the  councils 
of  Verulam  and  Cecil,  and  to  cease  the 
shedding  of  blood.  The  system  was  ac- 
cordingly changed,  and  that  followed 
which  might  easily  have  been  foreseen,  a 
system  of  toleration  and  lenity  was 
adopted,  and  tranquillity  and  happiness 
was  restored. 

Now,  Sir,  in  spite  of  these  exainples,  a 
system  equaUy  cruel  and  barbarous  willi 
that  I  have  qaoted,  has  occurred  in  Ireland 
within  the  present  re\gn.  Let  it  not  be 
sapposed  thai  I  am  exaggerating  while  I 
state  the  cruelties  exercised  by  this  coun- 
try towards  Ireland,  in  the  year  1708,  for 
of  that  which  I  sha^l  state,  I  was  myself 
an  eye  witness.  I  saw  in  the  city  of 
Dublin  and  other  parts  of  Ireland,  scenes 
which  will  e;£cite  horror,  even  in  the  very 
recital,  and  what  must  they  be  to  those 
who  8aw«  them  P^wbat,  indeed^  to  those 
who  felt  them  ? — I  saw  honest  men  drag- 
ged from  their  families  and  tlirowniato 
prisons,  without  proof  or  trial,  in  coo^ 
tempt  of  the  48th  article  of  that  boasted 
pillar  of  jtbe  constitution,  Magna  Charta, 
which  provides,  "  That  no  person  shall  be 
imprisoni;d  ci^^cept  by  the  judgment  of 
his  peers,  er  the  law  of  the  land.  I  did 
also  see  honest  and  industrious  men  seized 
by  military  force,  stripped,  aud  tied  up 
to  triangles  or  balberts,  and  contrary  to 
all  laws,  .human  and  divine,  barbarously 
whipt,  flogged*  tortured,  or  half  hsQg^ 
and  infamously  foroed  to  .coafe&s  crimes 
of  which  they  were  innocent,  and  which 
they  confessed  merely  because  unable  to 
endure  more  pain  :  and  tbi'if  in  contenipt 
end  defiance  of  the  Bill  of  fiigbu,  whidi 
9ayiw  *^  Np  ^cIvrA  apt  ern^ty  s^l  b^ 
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Qxmind  towards  ft  BrlUtfh  iabjt»t."  I 
did  see  ven,  in  hoiidredf,  insuUcd  be» 
yond  esdaranoe,  and  lying  in  ditchw  in 
a  dying  state,  after  their  houses  bad  been 
burnti  and  their  little  property  reduced  to 
ashes ;  their  wives  or  sisters  ravished  be- 
fore their  feces,  and  some  of  their  daugh- 
ters, children  of  ten  years  of  age,  bar- 
barously and  inhavanly  defiled  by  a 
rabble  root  of,  English  Fencibles  and 
4remi«i  mercenaries.  All  these  hoirors  I 
took  place  in  Ireland  in  the  year  1708, 
doring  the  administration  of  that  worst  of 
all  lora  lieotenantSf  lord  Camden.  When 
his  Majesty's  fint  minister  and  adviser, 
Mr.  Pitt,  taw  the  effects  of  this  diabolical 
system,  he  saw  clearly  that  no  good  what- 
ever ooold  result  from  it ;  he  gave  the 
same  advice  to  government  which  Verulam 
and  Cecil  gave  to  Moun^oy.  The  system 
of  toftore  was  abandoned,  mercy  was  re- 
sumed, lord  Camden  was  withdrawn,  lord 
CerawnUis  was  sent  in  his  place,  concili- 
atieii  was  tried,  and  tranqutliity  instantly 
feliomd. 

Happy  the  people  were  at  this  change 
£»r  a  while :  happy  they  might  have  con- 
tinued ;  but,  shameful  as  it  was,  the  am- 
nesty was  shortly  afterwards  Imken  by 
what  was  tailed  the  government  party. 
(No  I  no !  no !  from  the  ministerial 
benches).  I  know,  Sir,  what  I  assert  to 
be  fact,  and  1  am  readv  to  prove  it, 
notwithstanding  the  conmient  manner  in 
which  the  contrary  is  asserted.  And 
would  any  n^an  wonder,  after  this,  if  the 
people  of  ireiand  should  be  roused  to  re- 
venge }  Was  there  not  cause  enough  for 
fescotmrat  and  vengeance  in  the  cold 
blooded^ murders  of  ihlsir  fhthers,  mothers, 
and  bvatberst  In  the  pollution  and  defile- 
nmnl  of  their  wives,  their  sisters,  and  their 
daoghSemf  Aod  yet,  notwithstanding  the 
butchery  of  40,000  of  them  in  that  year, 
the  people  of  Ireland  remained  true  to 
their  allemance.  After  this  statement  of 
fects,  will  any  man  in  his  senses  come  for- 
ward and  tell  us  that  such  men  are  not  to 
be  trusted,  ami  are  unfit  to  be  admitted  to 
oer  ^orioos  consUtution  ?  Is  it  not  mad- 
ness te  siaftue  to  four  millions  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's ioyaleubiects,  men,  ef  whom  one 
half  of  jMur  armv  and  nary  are  composed, 
men,  wntidiut  whom  you  cannot  <nan  that 
navr  or  recruit  that  aitav,  ■<»  of  such 
tried  coorage  and  dauntless  intrepidity, 
who  have  cirery  where  faced  your  enemy 
with  firinness  unshaken,  notw4ths^nding 
timt  enemy  is  of  the  same  vriigion  wifb 
themselveB,  the  eDJaynsttt  of  those  prfti* 
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loM  enjoyed  by  their  countrymen  of  n 
difihient  religion.  I  call  upon  you,  th^re» 
fore,  in  the  name  of  God,  and  of  ray  coun- 
try, for  the  emancipation  of  these  my 
brave  and  loyal  countrymen !  Bat  if  yon 
refuse  that,  I  mnst  insist  upon  it  that  thn 
Catholics  of  Ireland  ought  to  be  placed  in 
the  same  situation  in  which  they  stood 
after  the  treaty  of  Limerick,  which  waa 
signed  by  the  lords  justices  in  Ireland,  and 
the  £nglish  generals  and  Irish  chieftains, 
and  finally  ratified  by  king  William  3>  by 
whieh  the  Catholics  of  Ireland  were«put 
into  poBseaion  ofall  they  held  udder  king 
Charlea2,  but  which  treaty  was  afterwards 
scandslousiy  broken  by  a  British  parlia* 
ment  in  the  4th  year  of  that  reign.  I  do 
demand  on  behalr  of  the  CMholics  of  Ire* 
land,  that  they  be  placed  in  the  same  situ- 
ation with  all  other  his  Majesty's  subjecta: 
but  if  not,  that  they  be  at  least  placed  in 
the  same  situation  they  stood  after  the 
treaty  of  Limerick.  -  But  I  do  say  they 
ought  to  be  put  on  th<e  same  footing  witn 
the  rest  of  his  Majesty's  subjects^  for  tlo« 
thing  can  surpass  them,  nothing  is  too 
much  for  their  loyalty  And  their  courage, 
and  their  attachment  to  you  would  bo 
equal  to  that  courage  if  you  would  onlv 
do  them  justice.  *  I  am  convinced  the  saN 
vatioQ  of  this  country  depends  upon  it  $ 
and  that  the  refoml  must  tend  to  the  sub- 
version  of  this  empire.  For,  in  case  of  an 
invasion,  w^at  have  you  to  look  to  ?  Yon 
most  know  that  so  soon  as  that  man,  who 
has  humhied  the  rest  of  continental  Eu- 
rope, shall  have  finished  the  conquest  of 
Spain,  he  will  have  all  the  ports  orEorope 
in  hia  p^wer,  and  especially  those  most 
favourable  foi^  the  purpose  of  invading 
yours.  He  will  have  Ferrol,  Vigo,  Lerida, 
and  other  harbours  whereto  be  can  pre* 
pare  and  man  his  fleet,  in  spite  of  your 
bloekadin{^  system.  His  fleets,  it  may  be 
said,  are  msufll9ient ;  ^t  he  has  enough 
for  his  purpose,  and  they  may  sail  ft^ 
ports  so  convenient  to  the  Irish  shores  that 
no  man  can  foretel  the  moment  in  which 
they  may  come  upon  yon.  I  do  not  think 
you  can  be  always  secured  against  inva* 
sion  by  year  fleet,  and  this  is  the  opinion 
of  many  of'  your  oldest  and  most  expe- 
rienced navai  officers*  Neither  are  yon 
to  be  too  confident  of  your  strength,  if 
the  enemy  shonid  land  in  Ireland,  when 
your  conduct  shall  have  disgusted  and  ex« 
asperated  that  peoplci  and  set  them,  as  it 
were,  in  array  against  you.  They  have 
an  immense  population  fit  to  take  armtf, 
and  ready  to  be  hraofldit  forward,  as  up- 
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fiears  from  the  report!  of  the  Secret" Com- 
mittee of  the  Irish  parliameDt,  and  the 
f  tate  of  things  ia  that  country*  in  the  year 
1796,  when  it  was  proved  to  the  coavtc- 
tion^of  the  gqyernment  and  the  parlia- 
ment, that  Ireland  was  ready  to  bring  into 
Ihe  field  300»000  fighting  men  equipped 
for  service,  that  they  could  re-inforce  that 
:  army,  in  six  i^eeks,  by  a  levy  of  00,000 
more ;  and  that  they  never  required  firom 
France,  nor  would  they  accept,  though 
offered   A  greater  auxiliary   force   than 
^10,000  men,  and  .40,000  stands  of  arms. 
What  would,  then,  be  the  fate  of  this 
country  in  case  of  an  inv^ion,  with  Ire- 
land in  hostility?     I  should  like  to- know 
what  there  would  be  in  such  a  case  to 
hinder  Ireland  from  faUin|^  under    the 
yoke  of  France,  or  becommg  an  indc- 
j>endeBt  nation,  closely  in  alliance  with 
}ier.      You  would  then  see  Irish  force 
and  Irish  discontent  united  against  you, 
and  a  large  French  fleet  manned  with 
Irish  sailors,  to  dispute  with  you  the  so- 
vereignty   of  the   sea,    (Some  laughter 
Jrom  the  treasury  benches)— Aye  I  aye! 
— yott  may  laugh;    but  the  time  may 
come  when  you  will  be  sorry  for  it. 
You  will  see  your  error  when  too  late; 
I  hope  I  shall  never  see  it.     But  by 
auch  a  change  Ireland  would  have  every 
thing  to  gain,  and  nothing  to  lose*    The 
Irish  would  form  a  government  of  their 
own.    Thev  would  abolish  penal  laws: 
they  would  abolish  tythes,  and  not  pay 
one-fifth  of  the  taxes  they  do  at  present. 
They  would  save  to  home  expenditure  the 
vvhole  of  those  rents  paid  to  the  absentee 
proprietors  of  landed  estates ;  a  perpetual 
dram  of  the.  wealth  of  the  country,  no  part 
of  which  ever  returns  to  replenish  its  re* 
sources.    They  would  get  rid  of  60  mil- 
lions of  your  public  debt.    They  would 
get  rid  of  your  establishment  in  church 
and  state,  and  of  yoiu  lord  lieutenant, 
whose  office  ought  to  have  been  abolished 
at  the  Union,  which  would  have  saved  to 
the  country  1 80,000/.  a  year.    This  coon- 
try  never  did,  nor  ever  could  suppose,  the 
retention  of  Ireland    practicable,  if  the 
people  were  mianimously  determined  to 
be  free.    And  if  by  your  oppression,  they 
should  be  driven  to  a  separation,  you  could 
never  afterwards  be  able  to  subdue  them  ; 
for  3'Ott  could  never,  at  any  one  ^ime,  send 
100,000  men  into  Ireland,  deprived  of  the 
aid  which  Ireland  gives  in  the  recroitine 
your  army ;    and   what  chance   would 
vou  have  even  with  such  a  force  in  the 
neart  of  the  coantry^  able  to  moatttv  at  46 
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hours  notice,  300,000  men,  and  ro-infiKoe 
them  by  50,000  recruits  per  month,  for 
six  months^  That  country  wants  nothings 
from  you ; — it  owes  yon  nothing  en  point 
of  gratitude.  If  they  are  ever  driven  to 
extremities,  the  fault  will  be  in  your  op- 
pression^  In  48  hours  they  could  effect 
their  purpose.  They  could  seize  on  your 
fortresses,  and  secure,  as  hostages,  aU  th» 
members  of  your  government  there.  Tba 
practicability  of  all  I  have  stated  was  prov» 
ed  before  the  Secret  Committee  of  the  Irish 
pari  iament — by  four  leading  persons— you 
may  call  them  traitors  if  yoo  will ;  but 
nobody  will  accuse  them  of  not  knowing 
the  resources  of  the  country.  1  look  for 
information  to  any  quarter  from  whence  it 
may  come.  I  do  believe  that  I  know  (he 
situation  of  Ireland  as  well  as  any  man  in 
this  country.  I  have  in  that  counlry,  and 
from  that  country,  knowledge  of  certain 
matters  which  no  other  man  in  this  House 
possesses  but  one,  and  he  does  not  make 
use  of  his  knowledge.  For  the  last  six- 
teen years  I  have  made  it  my  business  to 
understand  the  affairs  of  Ireland ;  and  I 
kuojtv  what  I  say  when  I  tell  you  they  can 
bring  into  the  field  300,000  m^n  fit  for 
qiilitary  operation,  and  that  they  could  in 
six  weeks  replace  a  loss  of  60,000  of  them ; 
fbr  this  is  a  calculation  deliberately  made 
— a  calculation  which  no  man.m  this 
House,  who  has  any  information  upon  the 
subject,  will  think  exaggerated.  The 
country  possesses  upwards  of  five  millions 
of  inhabitants ;  that  number  I  believe  is 
within  the  bounds  of  the  population.  Now, 
taking  one  out  of  every  fourteen  is  a  mo- 
derate calculation  to  prove  the  possibility 
of  raising  such  an  army«^or  that  one  in 
ten  may  be  raised,  is  proved  by  the  con* 
scription  in  France.  There  are  two  mem* 
hers  in  this  House  who  gave  an  opinion 
upon  this  subject  two  years  ago,  an  hon. 
member  foi*  Dublin,  and  an  hon.  member 
for  Tavistock.  Of  their  opinions  I  rata 
highly,  although  they  afterwards,  I  think 
unfortunately,  gave  tip  their  opinions  to 
be  misled  l>y  an  English  minister,  who 
was  himself  misled,  as  to  the  existence  of 
French  influence  in  Ireland,  when  they 
voted  for  that  obnoxious  measure,  the 
Irish  Insurrection  bill.  But  differing  from 
them  as  I  then  did,  I  must  say,  that  there 
are  no  two  men  in  this  House  for  whom  I 
have  a  higher  respect ;  and  I  hope  fliey 
will  now  agree  witn  me,  that  no  each  in- 
fluence did  then  exist  to  warrant  that  ob* 
noxious  meaaore.  BattlMjrdo  know  the 
iafloance  that  doci  now  «aat  ia  Ireiiiid— 
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it  is  that  of  Hk  powerful  party,  increasing 
and  gaining  strength  every  dav--«a  party 
attached  to  the  true  interests*  of  Ireland.— 
And,  Sir,  I  hope,  that  the  interests  of  Ire- 
land wtU  be  considered  by  this  Hoa3e  as 
the  interesu  of  this  country.  I  hope  that 
Irish  jnterests  are  not  only  similar,  but 
that  they  make  up  that  which  may  be 
deemed  one  and  the  same :  a  bold,  inde- 
pendent, and  virtuons  interest,  that  will 
maintain  itself  firmly ;  that  will  not  sub- 
mit to  the  separate  domination  of  King* 
Lords,  or  Commons,  bat  an  interest  that  is 
determiiied,  at  all  haaards^  to  stand  or  (till 
by  the  constitation. 

'  As  to  what  has  been  said  respecting  the 
coronation  oath,  I  could  refer  the  House  to 
the  speech  of  my  right  hon.  friend  whsen 
be  opened  this  subject  to  the  House  q|i  a 
former  night ;  in  which  it  wa^  proved,  to 
jny  perfect  satisfaction,  that  the  granting 
of  the  Catholic  emancipation  was  not 
against  the  coronation  oath,  and  that  if  (he 
subject  were  fairly  represented  to  the  so- 
vereign, he  would  think  so  hinisetf.  For 
that  oath  only  binds  the  King  to  do  no« 
thing  to  endanger  the  Protestant  religion. 
Now,  I  would  ask,  whether  granting  the 
claims  of  one  part  of  his  "Majesty's  sub- 
jects to  be  admitted  to  the  enjoyment  of 
that  constitution  they  admire,  and  for  the 
defence  of  which  they  have  been  at  ail 
limes  resvly  to  shed  their  blood,  can  en- 
danger the  Protestant  religion  ^  No,  Sir, 
that  has  never  been  the  opinion  of  any 
enlightened  politician  in  the  present  reign; 
and,  on  the  contrary,  we  have  the  evidence 
of  Mr.  Pitt,  Mr.  Fox,  and  Mr.  BQrke»  a 
trinmvirate,  the  like  to  which  this  country 
never  saw  before,  nor  perhaps  will  ever 
aee  again,  who  all  agreed  that  the  erant  of 
these  claims  to  the  Catholics  would  do  no  in- 
jury to  the  Protestant  religion ;  but  that  the 
total  emancipation  of  the  CaUiolics  would 
be  of  incalculable  benefit  to  the  British  em- 
pire at  large.  But,  Siri— if  there  is  any 
ihinff  in  the  King's  coronation  oath  that 
stands  in  the  way  of  f^ranting  emancipa- 
tion to  the  Catholics,  I  have  no  difficulty 
in  saying,  that  I  would  go  as  Car  as  to  re- 
peal that  oath  and  frame  a  new  one,  mere 
compatible  with  men's  minds  in  the  present 
day.  That  oath  was  framed  in  the  time 
of  William  and  Mary ;  and  if  the  parlia- 
ment of  that  day  felt  no  scruple  to  form 
a  new  coronation  oath  siiitable  to  the 
limes,  and  for  the  good  of  this  country,  I 
see  nothing  ofajectiooable  in  doing  so  at 
this  enlightened  day,  and  framing  a  coro- 
aatim  oath  noft  raiteble  to  exining  cir- 


cumstances ;  and  far  am  I  from  tfaiii(king 
that  if  the  matter  were  fairly  represented 
to  our  graciovts  Sovereign  the  object  I  haf« 
in  view  mighc  not  as  well  be  cycled 
without  iti 

Now  with  respect  to  the  Veto,  or  ne- 
gative, whicli  it  was  at  one  time  proposed 
to  give  his  Majesty  in  the  appointment 
of  Catholic  Bishops,  I  most  say,  that  al* 
though,  perhaps,  I  do  not  asree  with  what 
has  been  said,  yet»  after  all  that  I  have  read 
and  heard,  and  thought,  I  do  not  feel  my* 
self  competent  to  form  a  decisive  jodgmeni 
upon  that  branch  of  the  subject ;  yet  I 
have  not  on  that  account  any  dtfflcuRy, 
because  I  defer  to  others  ;  ana  indeed  had 
I  an  opinion  against  the  Catholics,  I  should 
not  insist  ispon  it,  because  in  a  matter  of 
religious  doctrine,  I  do  not  think  my  judg- 
ment conuderable  enough  to  put  it  in 
competition  with  that  of  iour  millions  oC 
l>eople,  who  know  their  owa  interests  and 
the  principles  of  their  own  faith  infinitely'^ 
better  than  I  can  pretend  to  do,^*better, 
1  will  venture  to  aflfirm,  than  any  individual 
can  do.  But  I  am'-^  far  prepared  to  state* 
that  at  a  very  respectable  meeting  of  the 
Catholic  clergy  which  took  place  on  the 
31st  of  March  last  in>  the  county  of  Tip- 
perary,  they  came  to  resolutions  decidedly 
in  favour  4»f  the  domesUc  appointment  of 
their  bishops.  (Here  the  hon*  membe^ 
read  the  Resolutions.)  Now,  Sir,  so  far 
as  these  reaoKitioni  go,  you  see  they  are 
entirely  favourable  to  the  domestic  ar-* . 
rangement,  to  whicii  I  own  I  cannot  see 
any  possible  objection  ;  but  that  is  a  point 
on  which,  as  I  before  said,  whether  right 
or  wrong,  I  am  not  competent  to  decida 
against  the  sentiment  of  foof  millions  of 
my  countrymen,  who  know  their  own 
faith  and  consciences  better  than  any  in- 
dividual can  tell  them.  They  have  de- 
cided that  point  for  themselves,  and  what^ 
ever  they  decide  i  shall  always  suppporl, 
and  give  my  unqualified  vote  for  Catholic 
emancipation,  whether  they  allow  the  Veto 
to  the  Sovereign  or  not. 

It  becomes  me  now.  Sir,  to  thank  the 
House  for  the  attention  with  which  it  has 
been  pleased  to  honour  me  ;  and  I  will 
only  add,  that  I  do  roost  earnestly  implore 
this  House  to  look  steadily  at  the  aiffkin 
of  Ireland,  at  the  ooildition  of  that  coun- 
try—at the  temper  of  its  people.  Here 
the  House  will  be  able  to  tbrm  some  idea 
of  its  true  interests,  and  that  it  will  con- 
sider these  interests  united  and  the  same 
with  those  of  this  country.  Then  will 
Hoose  tea  the  policy  of  giving  up 
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the  system  of  coercion  and  terror,  most 
xuowiaely  adopted  at  the  system  of  go- 

'vornment'^  in  that  coontry,  and  adopt  one 

of  tpleration  and  mildnesa«  such  as  Mount^ 
joy  was  indaced  to  do  in  the  reign  of 

Elizahelh  by  the  wise  councils  of  lord  Ve* 

rulam  and  secretarv  Cecil,    Soch  a  system 

was  recommended  to  the  government  of 

that  country  by  the  demi-god  Mn  Pitt. 

For  if  the  goTernroent  of  Ireland  be  con^ 

ducted  on  principles  of  mildness,  and  the 

Catholics  have  complete  emancipation,  the 

British  empiire  may  bid  a  proud  defiance 

to  the  efforts  of  the  world,  tor  it  will  be  in 

every  part  invulnerable.    But  if  not :    if 

die  old  system  of  penal  intolerance  and 

coercion  be  fatally  pursued,  then  it  is  my 

duty  to  tell  you,  as  one  who  knows  Ireland 

better  than  most  of  you,  that  Ireland  will 

be  lost  to  yoQ,  and  finally  the  British  em- 
pire will  smk  to  ruin. 

Lord  i/oodfyn, — Sir,  I  am  extremely  an<^ 

willing  to  obtrude  ray  sentiments  on  the 

House  on  a  subject  so  often  discussed^  and 

with  so  much  diiference  of  opinion,  as  ren- 
ders the  duty  1  assume  dii&cult.     I  feel^ 

Sir,  that  the  subject  is  undoubtedly  one 

of  vast  importance  to  the  British  empire 

as  well  as  to  Ireland  ;  and  one  upon  which 

it  is  extremely  critical  to  decide.     I  la- 

taient  that  I  should  have  the  miifortune  to 

differ  in  opinion  from  the  gallant  general 

who  has  just  spoken,  because  I  am  sure 

we  both  have  the  same  object  in  view, 

namely,  tbe  welfare  and  security  of  the 

empire,  although  we  differ  totally  as  to  the 
'  means  of  effecting  a  purpose  so  desirable. 

1  differ  also  from  the  learned  judge  who 

opened  the  discussion  this  night,  inasmuch 

US  I  think  no  danger  could  arise  to  the 

Protestant  church  and  establishment,  in 

conceding  to  the  claims  of  the  Catholics, 

provided  the  measure  be  accompanied 
with  certain  restrictions,  without  which 
the  Catholics  should  not  be  allowed  to  en- 
joy the  share  of  power  and  political  in- 
fluence which  the  measure  would  certainly 
confer.  But  much  as  I  wish  for  the  tran- 
quillity and  unanimity  of  my  countrymen, 
and  highly  as  I  respect  many  individuals 
of  the  Catholic  persuasion,  as  men  of  the 
iiighest  integrity,  loyalty,  and  personal 
worth,  yet  when  1  call  to  mind  the  late  re- 
solutions formed  by  the  Catholic  com- 
mittee at  Dublin,  to  resist  all  interference 
on  the  part  of  the  crown  in  the  appoint- 
ment of  their  bishops,  I  cannot  contem- 
iphte  the  opposition  of  that  committee, 

wKhout  some  apprehension  of  that  dan-    ,  _^  „ ^ 

geions alternative, the  inflaenoa  of  France,    speakijigioontiottestodeaolate  Checounlrirj 


For  unless  the  King  has  a  Veto  in  tlie  ap« 
poitttment  of  Catholic  prelates  within  hw 
dominions,  I  see  no  possibility  of  ceding 
the  claims  of  the  Catholics  ;  and  such  i» 
my  firm  conviction  upon  this  subject,  that 
unless  the  Catholics  come  forward^  not  in- 
dividually, but  in  their  whole  body,  and 
allow  the  Veto,  I  would  never  allow  to 
them  the  grant  which  they  seek,  consci- 
ous that  it  would  open  a  dangerous  aocesa 
for  the  inflnence  of  France.  This  is  a 
point  which  I  consider  indispensable,  and 
which  ought  to  be  settled  before  I  caft  go 
into  any  committee  on  the  subject. 

But,  Sir,  I  feel  persuaded,  that  if  it  were 
this  moment  practicable  or  politic  to  grant 
tbe  claims  of  the  Catholics,  no  great  aU 
teration  in  the  minds  or  happiness  of  tbe 
people  would  thereby  be  effected  within  a 
short  time  :    nor  would  that  content  and 
tranquillity  so  suddenly  follow,  which gen« 
tlemen  have  so  fondly  predioted.    There 
is  another,    and   in  my  mind,  a  much 
stronger  cause  of  discontent  in  the  people 
of  Jreland,  than  any  thing  which  belongs 
to  the  Catholic  clain^s.    An  injury  of  much 
greater  weight  than  any  thing  of  which' 
the  Catholic  community  have  to  complain, 
exists  in  the  perpetual  absence  of  those 
noblemen  and  gentlemen  owners  of  great  - 
landed  estates  in  Ireland,  who  perpetually 
reside  in  this  country,  spending  those  re- 
venues which  are  drawn  from  the  industry 
of  their  tenants,  no  part  of  which  ever 
reverts  to  replenish  the  sources  from  which 
they  flow. — ^This,  Sir,  is  the  true  cause  of 
the  discontents  which  agitate   Ireland ; 
and  unless  some  check  be  put  to  the  fur** 
ther  progress  of  this  growing  evil ;  unless 
the  absentee  owners  of  great  estates  in 
Ireland  will  condescend  to  visit,  to  view» 
and  to  consider  the  situation  of  that  conn* 
try ;  to  reside  occasionally  amongst  those 
tenantry  whose    industry    furni&es  the 
means  of  their  own  luxury  and  splendor  ; 
unless  by  a  hrequent  appearance  and  oc-> 
casional  residence  amongst  them  they  pa* 
tronize  and  encoumge  their  industry,  in- 
spire  them  with  confidence,  and  by  their 
example,   influence  their    manners  and 
morals,  and  teach  them  a  due  submission 
to  the  laws,  it  will  be  in  vain  to  look  for 
tranquillity  or  contentment  in   Ireland; 
no     Catholic    emancipation    will    ever 
effect  it.    No  efiectual   remedy  can  or 
will    be    found    until    some    barrier   is 
thrown   up    to  check    that   destructive 
emigration  of  the  land  owners  of  Ireland, 
which,  up  to  the  point  at  which  I 
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ind  increase  t^e  disoontenU  of«its  reaideiil 
populfttioo.    Sir,  erery  man  who  has  of 
Ute   y^ars  iravelted  .over  that  country, 
must  have  marked  the  contrast  on  the 
very  face  of  it,  between  the  iiigh  state  of 
cultivation,  improvement  and  tranqaillity 
which  reigns  in  the  /estates  of  the  resident 
landholders,  and  the  wretched  appearance 
of  those  estates  where  the  owners  are  ab- 
sentees, and  their  tenants  are  delivered 
over  to  the  disposal  of  mercenary  agents. 
Sir,  until  this  evil  be  efiectually  checked, 
and  uBtil  the  absentee  lords  of  the  Irish 
soil  shall  see  their  own  interest,  and  reflect 
on  the  necessity  of  visiting  their  estates, 
and  cheering  by  their  presence,  cherish- 
ing by  their  encouragement,  and  instruct- 
ing by  their  example  those  now  neglected 
tenanu  from  whom  their  wealth  is  drawn, 
and  b^  spending  amongst  them  in  their 
establishments  spme  portion  of  those  re- 
venues derived  from  their  labours,  it  will 
be  in  vain  to  look  for  tranquillity  or  po- 
pular content  in  Ireland  :«*on  the  con- 
trary, I  fear  the  same  poverty,  wretched- 
ness, discontent,    and  desolation    every 
where  visible  on  the  estate  of  the  absentee, 
must  continue  to  afiict  the  sight  of  every 
tender-hearted  man  who  contemplates  the 
condition  of  the  great  mass  of  the  people 
in  that   country.    Until    some    remedy 
can  be  applied  to  those  evils,  end  I  know 
of  none  other  but  that  which  I  have  re* 
commended,  it  will  be  in  vain  to  go  into 
any  committee  of  inquiry  upon  petitions 
coming  from    any  portion  of  the  Irisli 
people,  complaining  of  grievances  merely 
speculative  and  ideal   in  comparison  of 
those  I  have  stated,  and  which  have  no- 
thing to  do  with  the  true  sources  of  dis- 
content.      1  shall  therefore  oppose   the 
motion* 

Mr.  Mcberi  Shaw  (Dublin.)  Sir,  I  shall 
not  trespass  long  upon  the  time  of  tke 
House,  but  I  cannot  content  myself  in 
giving  a  silent  vote  upon  this  question, 
and  I  am  anxious  to  state  the  motives 
which  inflnence  me  in  the  Tote  I  shall 
give.  I  can  assure  the  Hoose  and  ^  the 
country  they  do  not  arise  from  any  hos- 
tility towards  the  Catholics  in  ireiaad  ;— 
towards  that  great  and  respectable  body  of 
■ly  lettow  sobjecu  I  never  fdt,  nor  do  1 
now  fieel,  any  seMiments  of  intolerance 
That  they  poeseuall  that  loyalty  and  zU 
tachment  which  they  profess  to  the  Kins 
and  constitution,  1  firmly  believe.  I 
•mcorely  vriih  ihem  all  the  advantages  of 
4hat  coDstkotion,  coasistenc  with  the  Mai 
eacuriiy  <f  ihn  LflmilMhm  iiseifi  tet  I 


regret  extremely,  that  while  they  demand 
ooncesnon  from  us,  they  are  themselves  so 
slow  in  conceding  those  securities  which 
we  think  indispenaable,  and  which  even 
yieir  best  friends  and  ablest  advocates  in 
this  Hoose  think  necessary.    I  perfectly 
agree  with  my  right  hon.  colletgve,  thai 
it  will  be  a  happy  day  for  Ireland,  when 
so  desirable  an  end  can  be  accomplished. 
But  mutual  concession  would  be  the  best 
pledge  of  mutual  conciliation,  and  this  is 
the  only  medium  through  which  so  great 
a  purpose  can  be  accomplished.    But  if 
any  of  us  believe,  that  without  such  se- 
curity   the    constitution  would    be     iit 
danger,  I  ask,  can  any  liberal  Catholic 
blame   us    for   requiring    the    security 
in  the  first  instance  }    Let  the  Catholics 
then    give    the    security,   which    even 
their  wannest  friends  wish,  and  there  is 
not  a  liberal  Protestant  in  Ireland   who 
will  not  rejoice  in  the  opportunity  of  being 
enabled  to  admit  his  countrymen  of  every 
religious  persuasion  to  the  ^11  benefits  of 
the  constitution.    All    we  desire  of  the 
Catholic  IS,  that  he  will  enable  us  to  grant 
what  he  asks.    This  is  what  we  require, 
and  all  require.     I  know  the   value  of 
conciliation  :  but  to  be  sincere,  it  must  be 
reciprocal.     Until  that  point  be  satisfacto- 
rily adjusted,  I  see  no  use  in  going  into  a 
committee.     But,  Sir,  when  that  spirit  of 
conciliation,  which  b  evidently  gaining 
ground  in' this  House,  and  in  both  coun- 
tries, has  worked  a  little  more,  such  is  my 
confidence  in  thi  good  sense  of  the  Ca- 
tholic portion  of  my  countrymen,  that  I 
have  no  doubt  they  will  in  due  time  see 
their  own  interest,  and  come  forward  to 
eive  that  security  which  alone  can  justify 
this  House  in  complying  with  the  prayer 
of  their  petition,  and  which  their  ardent 
and  warmest  fHends  think  they  should  not 
refuse. 

Mr.  Secretary  Ryder  said  that  it  would 
not  have  been  his  wish  to  have  risen  at  that 
period  of  the  debate,  if  those  who  had 
preceded  him  had  not  taken  a.view  of  the 
whole  subject  far  more  extensive  than  ap- 
peared 10  him  to  he  necessary,  in '  order 
to  enable  the  House  to  decide  upon  the 
question  befere  them.  Thatextensive  and 
enlarged  discussion  he  should  not  decline 
whenever  the  occasion  reauired  it:  but  at 
the  present  moment,  ana  under  the  cir- 
cumstances in  which  it  was  brought  fbr- 
watd  he  oould  not  but  think  the  prolonga- 
tion of  such  a  discussion,  upon  the  general 
menu  ef  the  questioo«  bethiU-timed  and 
cenar)r* 
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It  wat  uselesi  to  dwell  apon  those  area- 
menta  by  which  rootions  similar  lo  that 
BOW  upon  the  table  had  been  koccess* 
iully-resisted,  not  because  those  arguments 
bad  lost  ady  of  theif  force  since  they  were 
last^idvanoed  in  that  House^  hot  because 
the  groonds  on  which  those  arguments 
rested  were  less  strong,  less  powerful,  and 
less  convincing  than  they  were  at  any 
former  period,  but  because,  even  in  the 
▼lew  of  those  upon  whom  those  arguments 
had  had  no  weight  on  former  occasions,  of 
ihose  who  had,  on  the  contrary,  condemned 
the  condlict  of  that  large  majority  in  both 
Houses  of  parliament  who  were  influenced 
by,  and  acted  upon  those  arguments,  of 
those  who  had  been  considered,  both  in 
parliament  and  in  the  country,  as  the 
greatest  champions  of  the  Catholic 
claims,  even  in  the  view  of  those  per- 
sons new  difficulties  had  occurred,  un- 
expected embarrassments  had  arisen  to 
clog  the  discussion  of  any  of  the  measures 
connected  with  the  Catholic  petition. 
These  difficulties  and  embarrassments 
were  of  so  grave  and  serious  a  nature, 
arising  loo  from  the  Catholic  body  them- 
selves,  as  to  lead  the  kioble  lord  (lord 
Grenvilie)  who  had  boasted  of  being  se-, 
lected  to  bring  forward  their  claims,  to 
decline  doing  so  again,  and  to  declare  his 
coiiviction  that  the  difficulty  of  originating 
at  this  time,  and  under  such  circumstances, 
any  fresh  discussion  respecting  this  mea- 
sure almost  insuperable. 

The  period  when  these  declarations 
were  made  by  lord  Grenvilie  was  not  an 
unimportant  consideration  ;-— they  were 
published  at  the  eve  of  the  meeting  of 
parliament — at  a  time  when  the  expecta- 
tion of  a  change  of  administration  was  en- 
tertained by  the  political  supporters  of 
the  noble  lord,  who  were  not  slow  in  pro- 
claiming their  hopes,  that  be  would  shortly 
be  placed  at  the  head  of  the  government  of 
the  country. 

The  sentiments,  therefore,  contained  in 
lord  Grenville's  celebrated  letter  to  lord 
Fingal,  must  be  considered  not  merely  as 
those  of  a  person  of  high  literary  attain- 
ments, of  acknowledged  ability,  and  hold- 
ing A  grcs^t  station  ip  this  country;  but  as 
the  political  creed  of  the  party  who  ac* 
knowledge  that  noble  lord  for  their  head, 
and  opportonities  had  been  taken  by  some 
of  the  most  distinguished  political  friends 
of  that  noble  lord,  to  express  their  entire 
concurrence  in  his  opinions. 

Without  meaning  to  subscribe  to  all  the 
ojuniQiis  Qpntained  in  that  letter.  Mi, 


RydA*  said.he  most  cordially  concurred  m 
thoTesult.  And  he  must  express  his  sur- 
prise that  neithek*  the  right  .hon.  gent  who 
brought  forward  the  motion,  nor  any  of 
those  who  had  followed  him  on  the  same 
.side,  had  adverted  to  that  letter,  or  at- 
tempted to  explain  the  singular  circum- 
stances which  had  occurred  since  this 
question  was  last  brought  forward,  or  to 
account  for  their  adopting  a  different  line 
of  conduct  from  that  of  those  with  whom 
they  were  in  the  habit  of  agreeing,  upon 
all  political  questions,  and  upon  none  more 
closely  than  those  connected  with  the 
Catholic  petition. 

The  House  could  not  have  forgotten  that 
when  this  question  was  brought  forward 
two  years  ago,  it  was  recommended  to  the 
attention  of  parliament,  both  here  and 
elsewhere,  upon  the  express  and  specific 
groonds,  that  they  knew  there  was  a  dis- 
position on  the  part  of  the  Catholics  to  al- 
low the  crown  a  negative  in  the  nomina- 
tion of  their  Roman  Catholic  bishops,  and 
the  right  hon.  gent,  opposite  (Mr.  Ponson- 
by)  upon  being  asked  on  what  autliority 
he  made  that  assertion,  stated  it  to  be  upon 
the  authority  of  doctor  Milner,  a  Roman 
Catholic  bishop,  and  the  accredited  agent 
of  the  Irish  Roman  Catholics  in  this  coun- 
try, who  spoke  in  the  name  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  Roman  Catholics.— And 
in  another  olace,  similar  assertions  were 
made  from  the  same,  at  that  time,  unques- 
tionable authority. 

VVhat  followed?  Not  many  months 
after  this  discussion  in  Parliament,  in  the 
month  of  September,  1808,  the  Roman 
Catholic  bishops  held  a  meeting  in  Ireland, 
at  which  all  but  two  of  their  number  at- 
tended, and  came  to  the  resolution  to  deny 
,to  the  crown  all  interference,  direct  or  in- 
direct, in  the  choice  of  the  Roman  Catho- 
'lic  bishops;  and  we  found  in  various  pub- 
lications about  the  same  period,  one  signed 
Milner,  expressly  denying  that  he  ever 
gave  such  authority,  and  affirming  that  he 
would  rather  shed  the  last  drop  of  his  blood 
than  consent  that  any  non-catholic  prince 
should'  have  the  power  of  interposing,  in 
any  manner,  in  the  election  or  their  bi- 
shops ; — that  is,  that  he  would  rather  shed 
the  last  drop  of  his  blood  than  consent  ta 
the  proposal  made  by  the  right  hon.  gent, 
in  his  name,  and  by  his  authority.— A  pro- 
posal which  it  appears  was  made  in  hia 
oearine,  both  in  this  and  the*  other  House 
of  Parliament,  and  for  which»  while  the 
impression  was  fresh  in  his  recollection,  be 
midt,  ai  loid  GreoTilte  haa  iaCaniied  the 
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public  ia  bit  pamphlet,  the  moet  gratify- 
ing  acknowledgments. 

Whether  Dr.  Milner  did  not  himself  an* 
derstand  the  nature  and  extent  of  th/s  pro* 
position  niade  to  parliament  in  bis  name, 
and  by  his  authority »  or  whether  the  per- 
8on$  who  made  it  misunderstood  the  na- 
ture and  extent  of  the  proposition  which 
they  were  authorized  to  make  on  the  part 
of  the  R9man  Catholics,  was  as  yet  unex- 
plained. The  only  point  clear  and  indiv- 
pu table  was,  that  between  both,  and  by 
this  unaccountable  misunderstanding,  par- 
liainentand  the  public  were  misled  ^nd 
deceived  into  a  belief  that  there  did  exiU 
a  temper  and  disposition  on  the  part  of  the 
Catholics  .the  very  reverse  of  that  which 
they  state  themselves  to  have  entertained. 

\Vho  was  to  blame  for  this  imposition 
upon  parliament  and  the  country,  is  as  yet 
a  mystery. — ^Mr.  Ryder  said  that  it  would 
be  inconsistent  with  parliamentary  usage, 
and  not  lest  foreign  from  his  intention,  to 
impute  any  motives  to  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tlemen opposite « which  they  might  wish 
to  disavow.— But  he  must  be  permitted  to 
lament  that  before  they  made  those  de- 
clarations professed  to  be  made  for  the 
purpose  or  recommending  the  Catholic 
claims  to  the  favourable  consideration  of 
parliament,  they  had  not  taken  more  pains 
to  be  assured  that  the  agent,  upon  whose 
authorfty  they  relied,  was  himself  author- 
ised to  make  them,  on  the  part  of  those, 
without  whose  concurrence  the  proposi- 
tion .could  not  be  carried  into  effect,  and 
that  the  proposition  itself  was  that  which 
they  had  the  authority  of  the  agent  to 
propose. 

If  they  were  themselves  deceived,  and 
in  consequence  of  the  delusion  (Mractised 
upon  them,,  had  been  the  innocent  means 
of  imposing  upon  parliament  and  the  conn- 
try,  upon  this  most  important  subject,  it 
would  have  been  but  natural  to  expect, 
that  as  soon  as  they  were  themselves  un- 
deceived, as  soon  as  they  knew  the  real 
opinion  of  Dr.  Mihier,  as  soon  «s  they 
were  apprised  of  the  decision  of  the  Ca- 
tholic bishops,  they  would  have  taken  the 
earliest  opportunity  of  explaining  the 
whole  of  this  most  eztraordinpry  trans- 
action. 

If  such  an  explanation  was  not  doe  to 
themselves,  and  for  the  sake  of  their  own 
character,  it  was  at  least  due  to  the  public, 
who  bad  been  deceived  by  their  represen- 
taktonsy  and  he  hoped  the  time  was  at 
length  airived  wfa|a  it  would  be  afforded. 

Mt  whatever  explanation  tlMt  proceed* 


ing  might  receive,  he  saw  reason  to  con- 
gratulate the  House  that  they  had  not  fol- 
lowed the  advice,  or  acted  upon  the  opi- 
nions so  frequently  advanced  on  farmer 
occasions  by  the  noble  lord  and  the  right 
hon.  gent.,  that  the  grant  of  the  Catholic 
claims  was  not  only  the  most  efficacious, 
but  the  most  easy  of  all  remedies  for  all 
tiie  evils  and  dangers  of  the  times.  Not 
only  infallible,  but  so  much  within  reach, 
that  parliament  and  govertiment  had  no- 
thing to  do  but, to  stretch  forth  toeir  hand 
and  to  speak  a  single  word  in  order  to  ob« 
uin  the  full  and  instant  benefiu  of  ita 
operation. 

What  would  have  been  the  conseaocnce 
if  their  advice  had  been  adopted  f^No 
sooner  had  you  agreed  to  the  importtot 
step  of  going  into  a  Committee  for  the 
purpose  of  taking  the  Catholic  claims  into 
consideration,  no  sooner  had  you  consented 
to  raise  and  excite  all  the  hopes  which  the 
appointment  of  such  a  Committee  must 
have  created  and  encouraged,  than  you 
would  have  been  stopped  short  in  the  con* 
sider^tion  of  all  the  important  questions 
connected  with  this  great  subject,  by  find* 
ing  that  the  Catholics  themselves  abao» 
lutely  refused  to  grant  to  the  crown  a  de- 
gree of  negative  authority,  which  their 
warmest  advocates  held  to  be  indispen- 
sable. 

The  agitation  of  such  a  question  could 
not  be  a  matter  of  indifference.  It  waa 
not  a  prudent  or  a  wise  policy,  it  waa 
not  even  fair  to  those  whose  interests  were 
concerned,  to  consent  to  a  Committee  for 
the  purpose  of  taking  their  claifns  into 
consideration,  unless  you  have  rational 
grounds  for  |he  belief  that  the  result  would 
terminate  favourably  for  ti^eir  objects.— 
However  widely  he  had  already  diHered^ 
or  might  hereafter  difier,  from  the  noble 
lord  (to  whom  he  had  so  often  had  occa- 
sion to  allude)  upon  other  points  connected 
with  this  great  question,  yet  the  reason- 
ing of  the  noble  lord,  as  applied  to  the 
question  upon  which  the  House  had  this 
night  to  decide,  appeared  to  him  so  un- 
answerable, that  he  could  not  urge  any 
arguments  against  the  adoption  of  the  mo- 
tion of  the  right  hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Grattan), 
more  conclusive  than  those  which  had 
bera  advanced  by  the  noble  lord  himself, 
and  which,  as  coming  from  that  noble  lord 
might  have  an  influence  which  ho  (Mr« 
Ryder)  coold  not  expect,  to'  obtain  for 
any  reasoning  of  his  own.  The  noblo 
lord  statea  that  the  prayer  of  the  Sofnan 
Catholic  potion  was  not  a  single  or  ua* 
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connected  meaaare— 4hat  its  objecU  art 
the^etce  and  happiness  of  Ireland,  and 
the  aoton  of  the  empire  in  affection  as 
wail  j«  in  govemmentj  yet  that  the  hope 
of  lM:compTishing  such  purposes  solely  by 
the  repeal  of  a  fe^  partial  disqualifications 
was  Yain. — That  with  the  just  and  salutary 
extension  of  the  ciTil  rights  of  the  Roman 
Catholics,  must  be  combined  other  exten* 
sive  and  compticftted  arrangements,  that 
all  due  provision  must  be  made  for  the  in- 
violable maintenance  of  the  religion  and 
civil  establishment  of  this  united  king- 
dom ;  mueh  must  be  done  for  mutual  con- 
ciliation, much  for  common  safety,  many 
contending  interests' must  be  reconciled, 
miiny  jealousies  allayed,  many  long-che- 
risbed  and  mntually  destructive  prejudices 
eradicated. ---The  noble  lord  proceed«  to 
itate  that  amongst  those  measures  was  the 
proposal  of  vesting  in  the  <:rown  an  ef- 
lectnal  negative  in  the  appointment  of  the 
Roman  C^uholic  bistiopB,-^that  that  sug- 
gestion had  ipreviously  been  brought  for- 
ward to  meet  the  just  expectations,  not  of 
aay^bigoted  or  interested  champions  of  in- 
tolerance, bat  of  men  of  the  purest  inten- 
Uoos  and  the  most  enlightened  judgment 
— «ien  willing  to  do  all  justice  to  the 
loyalty  of  the  present  Ronian  Catholic 
bisliops»  but  not  unreasonably  alarmed  at 
any  possibility  by  which  functions  of  such 
extensive  influence  might  hereafter  be 
connected  with  a  foreign  intercut,  hostile 
to  the  tranquillity  of  the  country.  A 
danger  recently  very  much  mcreased  by 
the  captivity  and  deposal  of  the  head  of 
the  Roman  Catholic  church,  by  the  seizure 
of  his  dominions*  and  by  the  declared  in- 
tention -of  that  hostile  government,  to  as^ 
suroe  in  future  the  exclusive  nomination 
of  his  successors.  That  he  had  learnt  with 
heartfelt  regret,  the  subsequent  proceed- 
ings which  took  place  in  Ireland  in  conse- 
quence of  this  suggestion ;  >and  the  prac- 
tical result  of  the  whoIe»  in  the  opinion  of 
the  noble  lord,  was  that  which  be  (Mr. 
Ryder)  had  already  had  occasion  to  quote, 
namely,  that  circumstanced  as  the  ques- 
tion now  was  in  England  and  in  lreiand» 
no  motion,  grounded  on  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholic petition,  conld  at  this  time,  in  any 
hands,  be  brought  forward,  without  a  great 
and  permanent  disadvantage  to  its  object. 
He  had  no  fews  of  public  danger  fron 
the  disappointment  of  the  Catholic  hopes, 
if  indeed  such  hopes  could  be  seriously 
entertained  at  the  present  moment.  He 
hod  a  much  higher  opinbn  of  the  loyalty 
and  good  seme  of  the  Catholic  body  than 


their  friends  ii|  that  House  professed.  Bot 
impressed,  as  he  was,  with  this  convic- 
tion lord  Grenvjlle  had  expressed,  he  for 
one  could  not  agree  to  agitate  (he  ques- 
tion, or  to  trifle  and  sport  with  the  feel- 
ings of  a  large  body  of  bis  fellow-subjccts, 
by  consenting  to  a  measure  calculated  to 
encourage  hopes,  when  he  knew  at  the  time 
he  was  called  upon  to  consent  to  it,  that 
those  hopes,  even .  in  the  opinion  of  the 
most  zealous  advocates  of  the  Catholic 
claims,  could  not  be  safely  realized. 

Lord  JDtirs/ey.—- i  am  totally  unaccus- 
tomed to  public  speaking,  but  I  hope  tile 
House  will  indulge  me^  in  a  few  short 
words,  as  i  cannot  think  of  giving  a  silent 
vote  on  this  occasion.  I  have  just  re- 
turned, after  h.aving  thoroughly  canvassed 
the  very  numerous  Protestant  freeholders 
of  an  extensive,  populous,  wealthy*  and 
respectable  county ;  and  i  have  authority 
to  declare  their  anxious  wishes  that  their 
Catholic  fisllow-subjects  should  share  in 
common  with  them  the  same  rights,  privi-i 
leges,  and  immunities  of  British  subjects. 

Mr.  Fontonby  then  rose,  and  spoke  to 
the  following  effect :  '  I  hope,  as  a  right 
hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Ryder)  has  called  upon  me 
to  give  some  account  of  my  conduct  and 
proceedings  in  this  House,  on  a  former 
occasion,  that  the  House  will  have  the 
goodness  to  bear  patiently,  what  would 
under  other  circumstances  be  little  deserv- 
ing of  notice,  namely,  my  explanatioii  of 
the  particular  grounds  of  my  own  conduct. 
—The  right  hbn.  gent,  has  said,  that  I 
had  on  that  occasion  suted  to  the  House, 
that  the  accredited  agent  of  the  Catholic 
bishops  of  Ireland  had  authorised  mc  to 
make  a  specific  proposal  to  this  House, 
in  their  names.  Now,  the  right  hon. 
p;ent.  must  be  greatl}'  mistaken,  because  he 
IS  perfectly  incorrect  in  that  statement. 
I  never  stated  any  such  thing.  I  stated « I 
had  every  reason  to  believe,  that  the  Ca- 
tholic bishops  and  clergy  of  Ireland,  and 
the  Catholics  generally,  were  disposed  to 
give  to  the  crown  an  ei&ctual  negative  on 
the  nomination  of  the  bishops,  if  m  return 
for  that,  the  House  and  the  other  branches 
of  the  legislature  would  be  disposed  to 
give  to  the  Catholics  of  Ireland  a  full  par- 
ticipation of  all  the  p'rivileffes  and  benefits 
of  the  constitution  :  and  when  I  was  asked 
for  my  authority,  by  the  hQa.*hiember  for 
Cambridgeshire  (Mr.  Yorke,)  it  will  be 
remembered,  I  answerad,  that  my  autho- 
rity was  Dr.  Milner.  And  now  I  wilt 
stale  to  the  House  what^pere  the  vouchers 
thta  in  my  posstiMOB«  wfaioh  enabled  and 
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such  proposal  to  the  House  at  that  time  ? 
He  said  certainty  ;  but  be  added  that  th« 
Irish  bishops  bad  selected  in  this  country 
one^pf  the  Catholic  bishops  who  was  their 
agent,  and  that  I  had  better  see  him-^I 
said  he  was  unknown  to  roe,  but  that  if 
lord  Fiogal  would  introduce  him  to  me,  I 
should  be  glad  to  have  sonie  conversation 
with  him. — A  day  or  two  after  1  received  a 
a  note  from  lord  Fingal,  stating  that  Dr. 
Milner  was  in  War^vickshire  and  wonld 
write  to  me. — Some  time  then  ela|)sed 
without  my  hearing  fiarther  on  the  sob- 
ject«  but  befofe  the  5d  of  May,  lord  Fin* 
gal  wrote  to  say,  that  Dr.  Mihier  was  in 
London,  and  that  he  and  Dr.  Milner  would 
wait  upon  oie  the  next  day.  My  answer 
to  his  letter  appointed  the  particular  time» 
and  accordingly  the  next  day  they  came 
to  me^othe  conversation  lasted  some  hours 
—two  or  three  hours  at  least ;  there  was  a 
great  deal  of  conversation  on  the  occasion 
relating  to  the  Catholics,  but  particularly 
with  regard  to  the  nomination  of  the  Ca- 
tholic bishops,  and  the  negative  proposed 
to  be  given  to  the  crown  upon  soch  no* 
mination.  AfVer  this  conversatten  had 
taken  place,  lord  Fingal  and  .Dr.  Milner 
withdrew,  and  most  certainly  when  they 
withdrew,  nothing  had  passed  in  writing 
which  could  have  been  produced  as  nn 
authority  for  the  proposition  I  advanced  ; 
and  if  it  had  not  been  for  an  event  which 
afterwards  took  place,  I  should  not  have 
any  thing  more  to  shew  for  the  trnthr  of 
what  I  have  stated  to  the  House,  than 
my  own  word,  and  the  confirmation  of 
lord  Fingal ;  but  the  day  after  this  con* 
versation  had  passed.  Dr.  Milner  called  at 
my  house  again  and  kit  there  a  card  and 
letter,  which,  with  the  permission  of  the 
House  I  will  read — (hear!  hear!  read, 
read  !)«— the  card  had  on  one  side  Dr.  Mil- 
ner, Bloomsbury,  and  on  the  other  these 
remarks  : 

1.  Protestant  succession  clause  in  oath 
of  defence  bill. 

2.  Attending  established  service. 
Service  by  articles  of  war. 

3.  Catholic  catechism— Thomas  Paine's 
work.*;. 

4.  Nomination  to  Catholic  prelacies 
This   card   was   accompanied   by   the 

letter  1  have  in  my  hand,  and  in  reading 
this  letter, -I  shall  be  obliged  to  state  pas* 
sages  which  are  extremely  favourable  to 
my  argument;  but  the  House  will  feel 
that  I  am  called  upon  in  my  own  vindica* 
tion  to  make  a  public  statement  of  tbeoi. 
The  letter  is  to  this  eflTcct ; 
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muthoriscfd  me  to  give  that  answer.  The 
right  hon.  geot.  has  also  ventured  to  say 
that,  when  the  Catholic  claims  have  l>eeti 
enforced,  I  hav^  always  remained  silent ; 
and  be  wonders  that  I  should  have  re- 
mained so.  The  right  hon.  gent.'s  won* 
der  however  will  never  be  a  motive  of 
conduct  with  me.  He  may  wonder  if  he 
pleases ;  but  1  shall  regulate  my  conduct 
by  my  own  feelings  and  my  own  judg- 
ment, and  I  trust  in  such  a  manner  that' 
the  House  shall  think  it  not  unworthy  its 
approbation.  I  did  not,  upon  what  was 
called  the  first  question,  think  it  necessary 
or  fitting  for  me  to  speak.  I  thought  it 
more  proper  an  well  as  mor^  becoming  in 
me  to  reserve  what  1  had  to  say,  tfll  the 
discussion  came  fiilly  before  the  House ; 
and  I  was  disposed  to  bear  any  load  of 
calumny,  rather  than  prematurely  or  un- 
necessarily occupy  the  time  of  the  House, 
until  the  fit  and  proper  occasion  should 
occur,  of  expressing  my  sentiments.  Hav- 
ing been,  a$(  was  well  known,  for  a  great 
many  years  of  my  life,  a  sincere  and  uni- 
form supporter  of  the  Catholic  claims, 
when  lord  Fingal  came  over,  two  years 
ago,  the  sole  delegate  of  the  Catholics  of 
Ireland,  he  was  pleased  to  enter  into  much 
confidential  conversation  with  me  upon 
the  subject  of  their  claims.  I  told  him, 
that  I  had  obsenred,  in  all  the  inter- 
course I  had  had  with  others  upon  this 
important  subject,  that  nothing  weighed 
so  much  and  seemed  to  have  such  an  ope- 
ration, upon  the  minds  of  the  gentlemen 
of  this  country,  as  the  notion,  that  the  Ca- 
tholics of  Ireland  were  under  the  controol, 
and  subject  to  thejorisdicticn  of  a  foreign 
potentate,  and  I  stated,  that  I  understood 
aome  communication  had  formerly  taken 
place  between  the  Catholic  bishops  and 
Catholic  clergy  and  the  Irish  government 
on  that  subject ;  but  that  1  did  not  know 
what  was  the  nature  of  it ;  for  the  noble 
lord,  on  the  other  side  of  the  House  (lord 
Casllereagh)  is  aware,  that  to  bis  adminis- 
tration no  man  was  more  opposed,  than 
myself;  and  that  therefore  what  was 
passing  under  his  administration,  was  the 
less  likely  to  be  known  to  me.  Lord 
Fingal  said,  he  thought  so  too :  but  added 
that  he  believed  there  would  not  be  much 
difficulty  upon  the  subject;  for  that,  in 
I7dtf,  the  Catholic  bishups  had  made  a 
proposal  to  the  Irish  government  ivith  a 
view  to  obviate  that  olijection,  and  that' 
they  now  entertained  the  same  opinion 
they  then  entertained.— >I  a»ked  lord 
Fiogid,  if  I  had  his  penni»ion  to  state 
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.  ^  Dr.  Mikier  preacnta  hit    respecifal 
complimeaU  to  Mr.  Ponionbyt  and  takes 
tbe  kberty  of  Btatiog-dU tinctiy  ia  writisgy 
the  gubataneoof  what'he  did  ta^^ormeant 
tp  say,  in  the  conversation  which  he  had 
the  honour  of  holding  widi  Mr.  Pohsonby. 
Firtt»  the  Catholic  prelates  of  Ireland  are 
willing  to  give  a  direct  negative  power  to 
his  Majesty's  government)  with  respect 
to  the  nomination  to  their  titular  bishop- 
rics, in^such  manner,  Uiat   when  they 
have  among  themselves  resolved  who  is 
the  fittest  person  for  the  vacant  see,  they 
will  transmit  his  name  to  his  Majesty's 
ministers,  and  if  the  latter  should  object 
to  that  name,  th^  will  transmit  another 
i^nd  another,  until  a  name  is  presented  to 
which  no  objection  is  made  ;  and  (which 
is  never  likely  to  be  the  case)  should  the 
pope  refuse  to  give  those  essentially  ne« 
c:esaary  spiritual  powers  of  which  he  is 
the  depository,  to  tbe  person  so- presented 
by  tbe  Catholic  bishops,  and  so  approved 
01  by  government,  tbey  will  continue  to 
present  the  names  till  one  occurs  which  is 
agreea|>Ie    to  both  parties,  namely   the 
crown  and  the  apostolic  see.    It  is  to  be 
observed,  however-*-l  • .  That  the  crown 
does  not  inMsrfere  with  tbe  concerns  of  any 
other  religious  sect,  or  church,  which  it 
does  ^ol  support— 2.  That  the  nominators 
in  this  business,  namely,  tbe  Catholic  bi- 
shops, have  universally  sworn  allegiance 
to  his  Majesty .-»3.  That  they  will  more- 
ovtir  engage  to  nominate  no  person  who 
has  not  taken  the  oath  in  question. 

"  2jly,  It  appears  that  the  clause  con- 
cerning the  Protestant  succession  does  not 
occur  in  the  oith  of  tbe  Defence  Bill,  but 
it  would  be  highly  gratifying  to  the  coo- 
sciences  of  the  Catholic  bishops  and  clergy, 
and  a  great  proportion  of  the  laity,  (should 
an  opportunity  occur,)  if  any  friend  of 
theirs  would  distinctly  state>  in  what  sense 
they  undei^itood  that  clause,  in  the  oath 
appointed  for  them  to  take,  particularly 
in  that  of  1791,  viz.  as  a  penalty,  which 
must  for  ever  remain  upon  them,  and  to 
which  they  submit  with  all  humility,  not 
as  an  engagement  which  they  take"  upon 
themselves,  in  such  sort  that  they  would 
be  obliged  to  take  up  arms  against  his 
Majesty  if  he  were  to  ^o  to  mass.  They 
conceive  themselves  justified  in  under- 
standing the  clause  in  this  sense,  by  the 
'most  positive  assurances,  that  such  was 
the  meamng  of  the  legislatare.  which  were 
given  them  in  1791,  by  bishop  Horsley 
and  other  distinguished  senalon«  vdio  ma- 
Baged  the  bill  ua  pertitaenl. 


**  3dly.  Tbe  practice  of  fbrcwg  Ca* 
tholic  soldiers  and  sailors  to  attend  tbe 
established  service  of  the  church  of  £ng« 
land,  and  every  where  else,  except  in  Ire- 
land, is  a  religious  grievance  and .  oppres-* 
sion,  which  is  deeply  felt  by  all  Catholics, 
particularly  by  the  subjects  of  this  into- 
lerance. 

<«  4thly.  Mr.  P.  was  so  good  as  to  say 
that  he  would  disclaim,  in  the  name*  of  tins 
Catholics  of  Ireland,  the  civil  and  relitfioos 
code  of  Thomas  P^ine,  which  they  llav« 
been  accused  in  the  newspapers  at  least 
of  teaching  and  holding. 

"  Dr.  Milner  has  not,  of  courie,  had  an 
opportunity  yet  of  consulting  with  tha 
Catholic  prelates  of  Ireland  on  the  in>-> 
portent  subject  of  the  Catholic  prrtaota- 
tions  ;  but  he  has  every  reason  to  belie ▼# 
that  they  will  cheerfiilly  subscribe  to  the 
plan  tiraced  out  in  the  first  page  of  this 
note/' 

It  will  be  observed,  that  the  first  paga 
of  the  note  contains  the  plan  of  election 
and  nomination,  with  an  unlimited  yet^ 
in  the  crown.  When  I  stated  that  the  Ca^ 
tholic  bisbops-entertained  the  same  opittioft 
they  did  in  1799,  and  was  called  upon  lor 
my  authority  :  all  I  said  was,  that  Dr* 
Milner  was  my  authority  for  that  state- 
ment I  have  read  his  letter  to  this  House, 
and  it  will  be  for  the  House  to  say  whe- 
ther such  my  statement  was  correct.  I 
recollect  that  the  neat  day  tbe  member  for 
Cambridgeshire  desired  to  see  my  autho- 
rity, when  1  shewed  it  to  him  ;  and  also  to 
the  hon.  member  for  Yorkshire.  And  I 
remember  their  observations  were,  not 
that  I  had  overstated  its  contents,  bat  that 
it  would  have  authorised  me  to  have  soAe 
much  further.  At  the  conversation  which 
had  previously  taken  place  as  well  as  at 
the  debate  on  the  subject  in  this  House, 
there  was  present  not  only  Dr.  Milner, 
but  lord  Fingal.  I  recollect  too  that,  when 
I  went  out  into  the  lobby,  the  first  person 
1  met  was  lord  Fingal,  and  he  thanked 
me  for  what  I  had  done.  I  said, « I  hoped 
I  had  not  gone  too  far  V  He  said  «  Ao  ; 
you  are  quite  exact ;  perfectly  correct/ 
And  lord  Fingal  has,  on  some  other  oc- 
casions, confirmed  as  a  man  of  truth  and 
honour  ought  to  have  done,  what  I  had 
stated  upon  that  occasion.  I  believe  about 
a  day  or  two  afVer  the  debate.  Dr.  Milner 
called  upon  me>  and  told  me  he  had  been 
much  found  &ult  with  by  persons  of  hit 
persBBsion,  for  what  I  had  said  ;  and  that 
It  would  be  necessary  for  him  to  publish 
sooetbiog  to  justify  bimsalf.     Ha  itatMl 
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Ibai  it  wu  appreb«^«d«  Ihai  if  ibii  ne^ 
gatife  or  veto  were  ^ven  to  the  crown^  i( 
would  iiiak#  the  King  the  bead  of  the 
Catholic  Gharch.  I  told  b'm  I  bad  never 
mentioned  any  soch  thing.  I  told  him 
Uiat  if  the  veto  was  given  to  the  crowDi 
the  most  timid  Protestant  won  Id  besatisfied^ 
that  all  temperate  persons  were  willing  to 
acknowledge  the  right  of  tbf  Catholic 
clergy  to  exercise  uieir  episcopal  fane* 
tions  ;  that  with  respect  to  their  morality 
and  good  conduct,  in  civil  life  as  subjects^ 
I  was  satisfied  the  King  was  bead  of  the 
Catholic  church*  but  as  to  matters  of  faith 
It  was  imponible  to  require  that  he  should 
be  consioered  as  head  of  the  church  in 
^hat  point  of  view  ;  for  it  would  be  to  ar- 
rogate the  right  of  having  all  matters  of 
faitb  determined  by  th^  King ;  when,  by 
the  devolution  of  Christ  himself,  it  vfras 

Siven  to  the  bishops,  Dr«  Miber  said 
lat  was  truf ,  but  that  1  had  been  much 
misunderstood,  and  again  informed  me  of 
the  displeasure  some  had  taken  at  the 
idea  ot  an  unqualified  and  unlimited 
veto,  proposing  at  the  same  time  that  I 
should  sanction  a  paper  to  be  circulated, 
limiting  the  veto,  and  confining  it  to  one, 
two,  or  more  persons  only.  Upon  this  I 
told  Dr.  Milner  what  if  as  perfectly  true, 
that  tbeVeto  was  not  intenaed  to  give  the 
crown  a  direct  nomination  of  the  Catholic 
bishops,  that  it  eould  not  be  in  wiser, 
hands  than  those  bishopp  themselves ; 
that  f  never  understood  it  was  meant  to  he 
otherwise .;  that  the  veto  was  only  given 
to  satisfy  the  Protestant  community  upon 
the  subject  of  foreign  nomination  ;  but  I 
paid,  if  you  retract  what  has  been  already 
stated,  vid  if  you  attempt  to  limit  the  veto, 
I  fesr  it  will  have  aa  extremely  bad  in* 
Aoence  npon  your  cause  ;  it  will  look  as 
ii  you  wished  u>  retract  the  conditiofi  i^pon 
whicb  you  eng^ed  to  accept  the  grant  of 
your  claims*  I  said  to  him  also,  if  the 
crown  were  to  be  limited  in  its  veto,  as 
to  the  number  of  persons  who  may  be  pro- 
.posed,  those  persons  who  are  unfit,  for 
causes  known  to  the  crown  or  to  its 
ministers  would  be  rejected,  and  then 
eome  others  who  might  possibly  be 
msfit  by  reason  of  other  causes  not 
known'  to  the  crown  would  be  proposed, 
VmI  the  Clown  ^by  the  effect  of  such  U- 
aiited  veto  will  be  obliged  to  accept  them. 
I  anlMrised  Dr.  Miloer  expressly  to  say 
ibat  I  never  dkl  think  the  veto  ought  to  l>e 

f  ranted  for  any  other  purpose  than  what 
have  sUtsd,  but  I  never  anthoriaed  him 
1^  say,  4hat  i  Aivoii  approve  »f  a  di>> 


claim  of  the  veto.  liord  Fingal  and  Dr. 
Milner  Mb  said  they  thought  tbt^t  thi# 
would  be  satisfactory,  and  tbence  I  was 
taught  to  believe  it  would  be  sor  I  con- 
cluded most  certainly  thaif  they  had  reasoit 
to  believe  it  would  be  satisfactory. 

It  is  rather  a  remarkable  circumstance, 
that  though  Dr.  Mibier  had  said  that  the 
reports  in  the  newspapers  had  in  their 
statednent  of  what  fell  from  me  gone  fuucb 
further  than  what  I  had  said  myself,  and 
that  some  of  the  writers  of  those  reportf 
had  acknowledged  that  the  statements 
went  further  than  my  language  would  jus- 
tify, yet  it  is  remarkable,  I  say,  that  1  re- 
ceived two  letters  thanking  me  for'what  I 
was  supposed  to  have  said. on  the  subject. 
One  is  from  an  archbishop,  he  thanks  me 
in  tbis  way  :  (Here  the  boo.  member  read 
the  letter  of  the  archbishop  to  whom  b^ 
alluded  ;  it  contained  the  most  nnquar 
li^ed  approbation  of  the  arguments  and 
observations  which  bad  been  gsed  by  the 
right  hon.  member  in  the  debate  as  re- 
ported in  the  public  papers.)  The  other 
letter,  which  was  also  from  a  Catholic  pre- 
late, thanked  me  only  in  general  termf* 
I  say,  therefore,  it  is  npt  at  all  ^rorising 
that  lord  Fingal  himself  shoulq  barf 
thanked  me  for  what  I  stated  in  the  conrs^ 
of  the  debate,  and  should  havp  a^J^# 
that  there  was  nothing  offensive,  incor^ 
reel,  or  unaM^orised  m.my  statemept| 
when  you  find  that  imniediaie(y.  9^torr 
wards  )  received  the  thanks  of  two  iCa- 
tMic  prelates  both  acknowledging  that 
there  was  nothing  c^ensive  in  whi^t  { 
did  advance,  but  that,  on  the  contrary, 
it  was  perfectly  correct,  and  coosistep^ 
with  the  opinions  and  sentiment^  of  th^ 
CaUiolics  tbemselres.  Why  the  Cathplip 
piBJates  should  afterwards  have  departed 
from  what  Dr.  Milner  and  lord  V^tff^ 
thought  they  W)ere  authorised  to  conped^ 
on  the  sub^^ct,  |  do  not  pretend  to  k^w* 
I  was  even  assured  that  a  few  day^  befi»)a 
the  meeting,  whicb  took  place  with  a  view 
to  a  resolution  that  it  was  not  expedient 
that  the  crown  should  have  the  ui^limited 
veto  on  the  nomination  of  the  Catholic 
bishops,  it  was  thought  the  meeting  fvould 
come  to  a  contrary  conclusion  ^  bat  ifi 
the  course  of  the  month  I  did  se^  ^.pub- 
lication upon  the  subject,  signed  J.  Milner. 
.—(The  riffht  bon.  member  read  eeverfl 
passages  from  this  poblicatien,  and  al^ 
the  report  of  his  own  speech  from  a  news- 
paper-«he  then  read  a  letter  which  bo 
had  sent  to  Dr.  Milner,  in  consequence  of 
such  publication.)     I  receivs^  an  j^nfmff 
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*  froip  fir.  Milner  tlpon  the  subject,  ex- 
plaining to  me  his  sentiments  ;  but  that 
letter  I  do  tiot  choose  to  read,  because  it 
may  be  considered  as  containing  matter 
Irather  of  a  private  nature.  The  Iclfer  1 
have  read  !s  on  the  contrary,  a  formal  in- 
fctrdction  to  me  with  respect  to  what  I  was 
to  say  ;  and  it  was  written  with  a  view  of 
Stating  what  Dr.  Milner  had  said,  or  meant 

'  to  say,  in  the  course  of  the  conversation 
to  which  1  have  referred.  That  being  a 
public  letter,  there'  could  be  nothing  im- 
proper oh  my  j[l»art  in  niehtiontng  it.  '  The 
answer  to  my  letter  is  not  precisely  of  the 
same  description  ;  and  therefore  I  do  not 
think  I  am  at  liberty  to  read  it  to  the 
House.  iSuch  has  been  the  nature  of  the 
•nstruciions  1  received  from  Dr.  Milner. 
I  had  \\o  other  conversation  with  him,  than 
what  I  have  statad,  upon  the  subject  of 
Catholic  representation,  except  the  one  to 
which  I  have  also  referred,  with  lord 
^inga),  after  the  debate.  The  letter  mak- 
ing intelligible  to  me,  what  I  was  to  say, 
was  delivered  to  me  the  day  before  the 
debate.  1  have  since  read,  with  consider- 
able surprise,  another  publication  of  Drr 
Milner,  written  evidently  for  the  purpose 
of  meeting  my  hon.  friend's  motion. 
(The  right  hon.  member  read  a  long  pas- 
lage  from  this  second  work  of  Dr.  Milner, 
in  which  it  was  inferred^  that  the  arrange- 
ment was  incompatible  with  the  security 
of  the  Cathojic  religion,  and  that  Mr. 
Ponsonby  had  acted  without  having  suffi- 
cient authority.)  I  never  conceived  my- 
self immovably  fixed,  and  I  never  stated 
any  arrangement  but  his  own.  If  it  is-in- 
coropiatible  with  the  safety  of  the  Catholic 
religion,  he  is  answerable  and  not  1 ;  and 
I  really  think,  that  a  bishop  of  the  Catholic 
church  ought  to  have  been  as  good  a  judge 
of  the  question  as  I  could  possibly  be. — 
(The  right  hoii.  member  here  read  another 
passage  from  Dr.  Milner's  publication, 
'  referring  to  (he  arrangements  made  by 
the  heads  of  the  Catholics.) 

By  what  means  he  knows  what  the  ar- 
rangements are,  in  the  minds  of  those  he 
calls  the  heads  of  the  Catholics,  I  am  at  a 
loss  to  determine ;  for  I  have  never  had 
any  intercourse  with  him  upon  the  sub- 
ject; and  I  must  say,  that  Dr.  Milner 
would  be  the  last  man' in  the  community 
to  whom  I  'should  wi^h  to  communicate 
any  opinion  upon  any  subject,  and  much 
less  upon  such  a  one  as  this. — (The  right 
hop.  mem  her  then  read  several  paragraphs 
from  another  part  of  the  book,  in  which 
the  Doctor  expressed  a  belief,  that  the 
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Catholic  religion  was  an  object  of  unfMt- 
SQnable  prejudice  on  the  part  of  the' Pro* 
testanfs.)  It  is  'thus  that  Dr.  Milner  is 
plea%ed  to  represent  all  those  persons  who 
for  twenty  years  have  supported  thecau8# 
of  the  Catholics  with  unceasing  fidehty  ; 
when  he  desires  the  Catholics  to  believe 
that  their  religion  is  an  object  of  unrea- 
sonable prejudice  opoA  the  part  of  the 
Protestants.  There  are  several  Other  pas- 
sages in  this  book,  which  are  equally  ap- 
plicable to  the  question,  but  1  think  it 
would  be  tiresome  to  read  them  to  the 
House.  I  have  read  thus  mnchr  of  them 
ill  consequence  of  Dr.  Milner  having 
stated  that  he  would  rather  lose  his  life 
than  give  to  the  crown  that  Veto  which 
he  had  before  authorised  me  to  state  that 
the  Catholics  were  willing  to  give ;  and 
because  he  professes  to  state  the  opinions 
of  tlie  Catholics,  with  -as  much  confidence 
as  if  he  w;\s  really  informed  what  they 
were.  ' 

Having,  Sir,  said  thus  much  upon  this 
point,  I  hope  and  trust  I  shall  stand  ac- 
quitted before  this  House  of  having  rashly 
advanced  any  proposition  on  this  subject, 
without  sufficient  authority.  I  hope  I 
shall  be  acquitted  of  having  outstepped 
the  authority  given  roe,  or  of  having  stated 
in  an  imperfect  or  exaggerated  manner 
the  nature  of  the  Veto  to  which  the  Irish 
Catholics  were  inclined  to  submit.  With 
regard  to  the  Veto  itself,  and  my  conduct 
with  respect  to  it,  I  must  say  that  it  was 
regulated  according  to  the  opinions  of 
others.  I  had  never,  either  in  the  Irish 
parliament  or  here  mentioned  the  subject. 
The  noble  lord  over  the  way  (Castlereagh) 
witnessed  one  or  two  motions  which  were 
made  in  the  Irish  parliament,  and  must  be 
sensible  that  they  never  pointed  to  any 
such  proposition.  But,  Sir*  the  state  of 
the  world,  but  more  particularly  of  Eu- 
rope, is  materially  changed  now  from 
what  it  was  then.  Formerly  the  pope 
was  an  independent  prince;  he  had  an 
independent  state  and  temporal  sovereign- 
ty guaranteed  to  him  by  the  other  princes 
and  powers  of  the  continent.  Their  jea- 
lousies of  each  other  formed  the  basis  of 
his  power  and  stability.  It  was  the  in- 
terest of  all  the  princes  of  continental 
Europe  that  the  power  of  the  fiope  shoold 
be  exerted  over  the  whole  of  their  respec- 
tive dominions.  Catholic  Christendom 
was^  necessarily,  a  kind  of  religious  re- 
public, and  every  state  had  a  separate  and 
particular  interest  in  maintaining  the  au- 
thority of  the  pope,  as  the  bead  of  tba 
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cathortc  ^hurch^  and  in  sap|>orting  bis  as- 
cendancy. Bat,  Sir,  in  consequence  of 
that  great  and  extraordinary  event  in  the 
history  of  nations,  the  French  revolntion, 
the  pope  became  little  more  than  a  triba* 
tary  sovereign,  a  power  altogether  de- 
pending, for  its  political  existence,  upon 
France.  And  two  years  ago  it  wa^  well 
knowli,  that  the  emperor  of  the  French 
had  it  in  prospect  and  in  serious  contem- 
{Hation  to  have  associated  in  the  papacy 
Cardinal  Fesch,  and  in  that  case,  and  if 
mich  an  event  had  taken  place,  it  is  ma* 
nifest  that  the  real  power  of  the  pope 
would  have  resided  in  the  coadjutor  of 
the  pope,  namely,  the  cardinal  nominated 
by  the  French  government.  It  is  how- 
ever, perfectly  well  known,  that  the  pope 
and  the  cardinals  resisted  this  proposition 
on  the  part  of  the  emperor  of  France,  with 
undaunted  courage  and  inflexible  firmness 
and  integrity.  It  is  well  known  what  the 
]90pe's  answer  was  upon  that  occasion. 
His  answer  was,  that  it  was  possible  the 
emperor  of  the  French  would  put  hind  to 
death,  but  that  such  an  association  of  the 
papal  power  and  authority  as  was  required 
of  him,  was  contrary  to  his  conscience, 
and  he  would  not  submit  to  it,  be  the  con- 
sequence tvhat  it  might.  The  proposi- 
tion, therefore,  failed  of  success;  but  I 
firmly  believe,  the  expulsion  uf  the  pope 
from  Rome  was  greatly  accelcfrated,  if 
not  altogether  occasioned,  by  his  refusal 
to  comply  with  the  wishes  of  the  French 
emperor.  The  pope,  however,  having 
been  driven  from  Home,  every  one  must 
admit  that  ^e  is  to  all  intents  and  pur* 
poses  to  be  'Considered  as  a  French  sub- 
ject. 1  do  not  say  that  he  is  in  his  will, 
and  still  less  in  his  mind,  a  subject  of 
France ;  but  I  say,  that  a^  far  as  his  tem- 
poral interest  is  concerned,  he  is  abso- 
lutely in  the  power,  and  under  the  con- 
trool  of  the  emperor  of  the  French. 

In  the  present  state  of  things,  conse- 
quently the  authority  of  the  pope  is  con- 
siderably lessened,  even  compared  with 
what  It  was  two  years  ago.  At  that  time 
he  possessed  at  least  a  nominal  sovereign- 
ty, but  at  the  present  day  the  emperor  of 
the  French  has  absolutely  deposed  the 
pope,'  and  has  said  that  hts  existence  as  a 
temporal  sovereign,  is  incompatil)le  with 
the  principles  of  the  French  government; 
bat,  because  the  Emperor  is  willing  to 
acknowledge  that  pastors  are  necessary  to 
the  catholic  religion,  he  gives  the  pope 
4wo  palaces,  and  a  certain  annual  income, 
«t  the  same  time  making  it  pari  of  the 


condition  upon  which  he  receives  fair 
stipend,  that  he  shall  reside  a  certain  part 
of  the  year  at  Paris.  The  e0ect  of  thM 
arrangemeht  necessarily  is,  not  only  to 
place  the  present  pope,  but  all  future 
popes  under  the  influence  of  France,,  and 
to  make  the  papacy  *an  instrument  of 
French  dominion,  and  an  engine  of  the 
ambition  of  the  French  emperor.  I  own 
it  is  not  surprising  that  a  great  many  per- 
sons in  this  country  should  feel  a  const* 
derable  degree  of  jealousy  about  the  ca^ 
tholic  ctt^rgy  and  the  papacy.  As  to  my- 
self, I  think  the  Catholics  ought  to  accede- 
to  every  thing  for  the  purpose  of  satia* 
fying  the  Protestants,  that  is  not  absolutely 
inconsistent  with  their  consciences.  If  the 
Catholics  are  sincere  in  what  they  ask,  and 
do  not  ask  it,  wishing  at  the  same  time  that 
their  request  may  be  denied,  they  ought, 
I  think,  knowing  as  they  must,  that  what 
they  ask  can  only  be  granted  through 
parliament,  to  give  an  equivalent  for  what 
fhey  expect  to  obtain  from  parliament, 
and  the  Protestant  government.  Bot  I 
think,  however,  on  the  other  hand,  that 
your  Protesant  subjects  have  no  right  to 
ask  what  is  inconsistent  with  the  consci* 
ences  of  the  Catholics.  There  are  no  ap- 
prehensions of  foreign  jurisdiction,  or 
Frehch  interference,  operating  upon  my 
mind,  that  shall  ever  induce  me  to  ab'andon 
the  interests  of  the  Catholics,  founded  un- 
doubtedly upon  such  arrangements  as  are 
consistent  with  the  Protestant  safety.  I 
think  they  have  a  right  to  exercise  their 
religion  as  their  ancestors  professed  it; 
and  1  see  no  reason  why  the  exercise  of 
the  religion  of  their  forefathers  should 
prevent  them  from  enjoying  the  full  be- 
nefit of  the  British  constitution. 

Now,  Sir,  to  say  a  few  words  on  the 
subject  of  the  Veto.  1  do  not  know  how 
giving  the  crown  a  Veto  on  the  nomina- 
tion of  bishops,  can  in  any  manner  inter- 
fere with  the  Catholic  faith.  If  it  could 
be  80  considered,  the  Catholic  faith  wooM 
'have  been  violated  by  the  Catholics  in  , 
Silesia,  Prussia,  and  Russia,  and  other 
parts  of  the  continent  where  tbe  sove-' 
reign  has  a  Veto.  In  some  places  the 
nomination  is  in  the  king,  and  yet  no  man 
has  ever  staled  it  to  be  contrary  to  the 
essential  articles  of  the  Catholic  faith. 
Should  they  not  be  disposed  however,  ta 
agree  to  the  Veto,  I  think  other  arrange- 
ments may  be  made  which  will  answer 
the  same  purpose,  provided  the  Catholioi 
are  desirous  of  doing  what  is  right.  I  will 
not  now  state  what  those  arrangementa 
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9^ht  to  h^^t  19  wfficiaiit  to  ebsenr^ 
that  I  think  there  would  be  no  difficulty  in 
making  arrangemenu  which  woaU  be 
^tiiActory  to  all  parties.  We  are  told 
that  the  claims  on  tlie  part  of  the  Catho- 
lics are  made  for  no  purpose  but  that  they 
may  be  refused.  We  are  told  that  there 
are  many  Catholics,  both  in  England  and 
Ireland,  who  wish  them  to  be  refused^  and 
that,  if  there  was  a  disposition  on  the  part 
of  the  Protestants  to  make  an  arrangement 
with  the  English  and  Irish  Catholics*  both 
these  classes  of  persons  would  set  to  work 
and  employ  all  their  arts  to  render  $uiy 
arrangement  as  disagreeable  as  a  Veto» 
and  thW  put  it  into  the  power  of  the  de- 
mies of  arrangement,  to  defeat  any  thing 
that  might  be  proposed  by  those  who  were 
really  the  friends  of  both  Catholics  and 
f^rotestants.  .  The  right  hon>  gentleman 
(Mr.  Ryder)  eyen  has  expressed  w  wonder 
that  any  Catholic  shoula  hare  been  found 
to  signify  an  approbation  of  what  my 
hon.  friend  (Mr.  Grattan)  mentioned  in  the 
eourse  of  his  speech,  domestic  nomination ; 
he  observes  toO|  that  it  would  be  a  depar* 
tore  from  the  Catholic  faith  to  sanction  the 
appointment  of  a  Catholic  bishop,  in  the 
way  proposed  by  the  effect  of  this  Veto. 
But  1  think  that  the  right  hon.  gentleman, 
as  he  is  not  friendly  to  the  cause  of  the 
Catholics,  might  at  least  have  abstained 
from  wounding  their  feelings,  by  such  im* 
putations.  He  roust  know  that  several  of 
the  Catholics  have  signified  something 
like  an  approbation  to  the  arrangement 
proposed,  and  therefore  it  was  not  liberal 
in  him  to  state  that  they  could  not  do  so 
without  a  departure  from  the  essential  «r* 
tides  of  that  faith.  But,  it  appears  to 
me,  that  the  hon.  gent,  dreaded  nothing 
so  much  as  that  the  arrangement  should 
be  accepted,  and,  as  he  thought  it  likely 
that  parliament  would  sanction'  such  an 
arrangement,  considered  the  best  way  to 
defeat  it  was  by  taunting  the  Catholics 
with  the  violation  of  the  principles  of 
Iheir  faith,  by  assenting  to  such  a  proposi- 
tion. 

The  right  hon.  the  secretary  of  state  how- 
ever says,  that  he  has  voted  against  every 
concession  that  has  been  made  to  the  Ca- 
UmKcs;  so  at  least  he  has  expressed  him- 
aelf*  Am  I  then  to  understand  that,  if  an 
•rrangemont  could  be  made  which  would 
be  agreeable  both  to  Catholics  and  Protest- 
ants, that  still  the  Catholics  must  not  have 
to  depend  on  the  right  hon.  gent,  for  his 
aapport }  The  right  hon*  gent*  says  he 
iatoo  "mU  aware  of  the  ialeeesU  of  his 


countrjr  to  profess  to  ba  willii^  to  gnmi 
the  claims  of  the  CatboUce  his  concur- 
rence; and  that  if  the  Catholios  and  Pro- 
testants could  come  |o  any  arrangemelli^ 
he  is  still  determined  not  only  not  to  agien 
to  it,  but  on  the  contrary  to  refuse  his  aa« 
sent.  He  says  even  that  if  thl»  Catholic 
ministers  were  ready  to  pomply  with  wlmt 
is  required  of  them,  ho  would  not  be  lee  a 
determined  to  refuse  his  sanction  to  their 
claims,  at  least,  so  I  understood  the  right 
hon.  secretary  also  to  say.  Then,  gira 
me  leave  to  ask,  why  any  concessions  oa 
the  part  of  the  Catholics  are  to  be  urged 
as  a  ground  of  argument,  ait|ier  the  ono 
way  or  the  other  T  When  the  troe  state 
of  the  case  is,  that  veto  or  no  veto^v^-ar** 
i^angementor  no  arraogement*«*the  same 
determined  purpose  of  resisting  the  claima 
of  the  Catholics  exists  in  the  minds  of  the 
administration  of  the  country.  "To  talk  of 
rejecting  their  claims,  because  they  will 
not  agree  to  the  veto,  is  nothing  but  dis^ 
simulation  and  fully. — (Hear!  hear!)— 
When  these  men  are  talking  of  arrange- 
ments between  the  Catholics  and  Protest- 
ants, their  declarations  are  the  deceitful 
words  of  their  lips,  but  convey  not  the 
real  meaning  of  their  hearts. — Whether 
this  determination  to  resist  all  endeavours 
at  arrangement  between  the  Catholics 
and  Protestants  be  wise  or  not,  it  will  well 
become  the  House  to  consider. 

I  do  hot  mean  to  follow  my  hon.  friend 
behind  roe  (gen*  Mathew)  in  all  his  argu* 
ments.  I  wish  his  aeal  had  allowed  him 
to  express  himself  in  language  pore  con- 
ciliatory and  less  violenU  I  do  certainly 
agree  with  him,  that  there  is  no  danj;er 
whatever  to  be  apprehended  by  granting 
to  Ireland  those  privileges  the  people  of 
that  country  justly  claim  and  have  a  right 
to  enjoy;  but  that  on  the  contrary,  it 
would  be  a  means  of  security  and'strangtb 
to  the  whole  empire-*-But  the  House  ia 
not  called  upon  at  the  present  moment 
even  to  grant  the  claims  of  the  Catholica 
of  Ireland  to  their  full  extent.-*At  pre- 
sent the  only  demand  by  the  motion  be* 
fore  the  House  is^  that  you  will  |po  into  a 
Committee ;  and  yet  the  motion  is  treated 
as  if  it  was  a  demand  of  all  you  h^d  ta 
give.^*There  are  coocesaions  to  be  made 
on  both  sides ;  and  if  you  expect  great 
concessions  frotat  the  Catholic^  ongbt  they 
not  in  return  to  expect  some  coooession 
from  you — those  concessions  wookl  how- 
ever be  ihe  subject  of  future  conskleratioo* 
•i^AU  that  is  asked  now  is  to  go  into  a 
cemmitiee^t  does  not  follow  thai  beaanaa 
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g»e  go  into  a  eommiltee  id  comider  the 
petitioiis,  we  are  tborefort  nec«tB«fily  to 
gnmt  til  ihey  prajr.-— Does  any  one  mean 
to  say  we  are  lo  giTO  oH  that  can  be  ask* 
ed  ?^we  shall  not  be  bound  to  do  so  by 
oar  rote  of  this  nigbt»  agreeing  to  go  into 
a  committee.*— >How  far  in  the  Committee 
it  may  be  expedient  to  determine  to 
recommend  to  the  Honse  the  granting  the 
Catholics  of  Ireland  and  England  iiill 
participation  in  the  benefiu  of  the  British 
constitotion,  may  be  a  question  at  this 
particular  crisis  worthy  of  mature  delibera* 
tion.  For  what  is  in  tact  the  state  of  Eu<* 
rope  at  the  present  moment  ?  Is  not  the 
whole  power  of  the  continent  united  under 
the  dominion  of  a  single  penon  ?  Is  not 
that  person  a  man— (I  cannot  describe  him 
so  well  as  my  hon.  friend  has  done)»  Is 
he  not  one  of  those  extraordinary  men 
whom  protidence  creates  to  brine  about 
those  great  and  extraordinary  retoTuttons, 
which  in  two  or  three  thousand  years  are 
produced ;  and  totally  chanse  the  moral 
and  political  state  of  the  world  ?  Is  he  not 
unparalleled  in  the  history  of  the  worlds 
both  as  a  military  man«  and  a  general 
statesman  ?  I  say  he  is  the  greatest  man 
that  has  ever  appeared  on  the  face  of  the 
earth*  I  speak  not  of  his  moral  cha* 
racter;  I  soeak  of  the  strength  of  hk 
faculties  ana  of  the  energies  of  hii  mind. 
I  am  ready  to  admit  that  his  Tices  may  be 
equal  to  his  talents^  and  his  ambition  not 
inferior  to  the  powers  of  his  Intellect.  He 
commands  a  people  too«  who  are  a^  am- 
bitious as  himself*  I  know  not  in  what 
period  of  their  history  Ihey  have  not  been 
actuated  by  their  ambition-*-it  is  their  pre* 
dominant  proTailing  passion.  Here  then 
Js  this  extraordinary  man«  wielding  the 
greatest  power  that  erer  was  placed  in 
the  hand  of  any  mortaU  commanding  a 
nation  ready  to  make  any  sacrifice  to 
promote  his  and  their  own  feelings  and 
views  of  ambition,  and  this  country  is  the 
only  remaining  independant  power  with 
which  such  an  enemy  has  to  contend. 
Bo  not  let  us  flatter  ourselves  by  sup* 
posinr  that  he  is  dragging  reluctant  armies 
into  Uie  field— depend  upon  it  that  the 
antipathy  of  the  French  nation  towards 
this  country,  will  support  and  stimulate 
the  eiAperor  of  Fhmee  to  employ  the  en- 
ergiet,  the  powers  he  possesses  to  your 
destruction.^He  is  willing  to  enter  into 
any  contest  to  gratify  his  ambition— they 
are  willing  at  any  sacrifice  to  support  him« 
U>  gratify  their  own;  for  the  people  of 
Fftnce  know,  that  if  they  ean-  put  down 


England,  they  will  then  be  tfte  undbpuioi 
masters  of  the  worfcl« 

Is  it  not  then,  particularly  necesssffjf* 
that  in  such  an  alarming  sute  of  the  worlil 
you  should  see  bow  you  can  consolidato 
the  forces  ef  this  empire  ?  When  you  aro 
asked  only  to  go  into  a  committee,  in 
order  to  see  how  far  this  object  oould  bo 
accomplished.  Is  it  wise  for  a  statesman 
to  say,  or  is  it  wise  of  the  House  of  Con-* 
mons  to  decide  by  its  vote  that  the  quea* 
tion  ought  not  even  to  be  entered  upoof^ 
until  the  opinions  and  sentiments  of  ther 
Catholics  are  known,  and  the  concessions 
they  are  willing  to  make  are  ejtpressly 
stated  ?  Is  it  wise  to  say  to  the  Catholic 
clergy,  you  shall  make  all  the  advancea, 
but  we  will  make  none  t  In  my  opinion, 
it  would  well  become  the  legishiture  to 
make  the  first  advance;  ii  would  not 
derogate  firom  the  dignity,  the  power,  and 
the  character  of  the  legislature,  to  make 
the  first  overture  Of  concession  to  the  Ca* 
tholics.  It  would  become  the  House  of 
Commons,  on  such  a  question,  to  act,  not 
as  theolofrtans,  but  as  statesmen.  My 
hon.  flriend  behind  me  has  iaid,  that  grant 
Catlmlio  emanci)}ation  when  you  will,  it 
will  have  very  little  eftct  on  the  habits 
and  prosperity  of  the  Irbh  people.  I 
have  lived  lone  among  them,  and  fhnn 
what  I  knowof  their  sentiment  amwar^ 
ranted  to  differ  firom  my  hon.  fnend.  I 
say  that  the  first  thing  to  be  done  it  to 
grant  what  the  people  of  Ireland  ask,  if 
you  wish  to  make  them  participators  in 
the  advantages  you  possetw  yoonelves•^ 
The  people  of  ueland  feel  insult  above^ 
every  thing ;  it  festers  in  their  mind,  and 
rankles  in  their  hearts.  If  you  knew  them^ 
you  would  know  that  ^hey  are  a  people 
whose  spirit  is*  high  and  not  to  be  broken 
-^that  they  ire  generous,  open-heatted« 
firank,and  liberal,  as  they  are  conrageoua. 
You  would  know  that  you  cannot  subdue 
them  by  force  ;  the  people  of  Ireland  are 
not  to  be  subdued  by  rorce ;  you  have 
tried  it  for  centuries,  and  you  know  that 
Ireland  is  not  more  secure  now  than  it 
was  in  more  troublesome  times. 

The  noble  lord  (Joscelyn)  has  said, 
that  many  of  the  evils  of  which  the  Irish 
people  complain,  would  be  done  away  if 
the  great  landlords  and  'Wealthy  proprie* 
tors  were  to  reside  amongst  them.  Now» 
what  is  the  situation  to  which  you  have 
reduced  that  country  ?-^I  must  speak  the 
truth.  Honoured  as  I  am  by  the  gentle* 
men  of  this  country,  it  is  the  more  impe- 
rative on  me  to  t^ll  yon  what  the  tm&  ir 
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ilpon  ihiB  subject.  Sir,  the  effect  of  the 
tfnioD  was,  to  defeat  the  very  object  of 
which  the  noble  lord  speaks ;  the  natural 
e&ct  and  object  of  the  Union  was,  to 
<i<aw  out  of  Ireland  the  great  proprietors, 
and  men  of  rank  and  pr9perty,  at  Jeast, 
for  a  very  considerable  part  of  the  year. 
If  the  noble  lord  thinks  that  resident 
landlords,  and  wealthy  proprietors,  re- 
maining on  their  estates,  are  necessary  to 
the  prosperity  of  Ireland,  he  must  try 
his  band  at  repealing  the  Union.  If  thai 
cannot  be  done,  I  trust  those  concessions 
will  be  made  which  will  have  the  effect  of 
•atisfying  the  people  of  that  country; 
but  the  melancholy  truth  is,  that  Ireland 
never  obtained  any  considerable  advan- 
tages, except  at  the  moment  of  llngland's 
embarrassments.  Ihat  is  t&e  melancholy, 
and  deplorable  truth.  If  yon  go  on  re- 
fusing every  thing  |o  the  people  of  Ire* 
]«nd ;  if  you  say  you  will  not  even  suffer 
a  committee  to  inquire  into  the  subject  of 
tythes,  lest  it  should  endanger  the  secu- 
rity of  the  church ;  if  you  will  not  have  a 
committee  to  investigate  the  claims  of  the 
Catholics,  upon  the  weak  pretence  that 
the  mover  is  not  empowered  to  make  con- 
ceftfions,  depend  upon  it  the  people  of 
Ireland  will  sav,  that  the  Union  has  made 
them  worse  than  they  were,  and  that 
what  you  refuse  they  would  have  ob- 
tained from  their  own  parliame^-^their 
own  parliament  must  have  relieved  them 
fiiom  their  oppressions.  If  you  persevere 
in  resisting  their  just  pretensions,  if  you 
continue  to  disregard  their  petitions,  de- 
pend upon  it  they  will  think  of  more  dan* 
gerous  means  of  enforcing  their  claims, 
and  the  ability  and  inclination  of  the 
emperor  of  the  French  Will  not  long  leave 
them  without  that  assistance  and  co-ope- 
ration they  may  require.  Are  you  aware 
of  what  would  be  the  certain  consequence 
of  their  resorting  to  such  dangerous  as- 
sistance ? 

The  noble  lord  (Castlereagh)  has  al- 
luded to  what  I  think  ought  not  to  have 
b^n  made  the  subject  of  observation  in 
this  House.  Give  me  leave  to  infbrm  the 
noble  loi-d,  that  the  conclusions  of  his 
mind  are,  in  my  opinion,  the  contrary  of 
what  ought  to  be  the  dictates  of  his  duty. 
It  is  not  the  duty  of  a  member  of  parlia- 
ment to  consider  what,  upon  any  parti- 
cular measure  of  legislation,  may  be  the 
individual  opinion  of  the  sovereign  who 
wears  the  crown  ;  but  it  is  his  doty  to  re- 
commend, that  the  sovereign  shouki  be 
informed  as  to  what  will  be  most  likely 


to  prdmote  the  interests  and  iiappineia  of 
his  subjects,  and  the  prosperity  of  his  do- 
minions. It  is  owing  to  a  contrary  con- 
duct on  the  part  of  his  Majesty's  confiden- 
tial advisers,  that  so  large  a  portion  of  the 
subjects  of  hift^  Maiesty  are  labouring 
under  such  unmerited  disabilities  and  op- 
pressions—the great  evil  is,  and  has  been, 
that  his  Majesty's  ministers  are  and  have 
been  too  good  courtiers.  His  Majesty's 
ministers  ouffht  to  tell  the  sovereign  the 
truth,  even  though  it  should  not  be  agree- 
able to  him.  If  his  opinion  be  different 
from  theirs,  it  is  their  duty  to  induce  him 
to  change  it,  or  to  say  that  whilst  such  a 
difference  of  opinion  continues,  they  do 
not  feel  it  consistent  with  their  duty  to 
remain  in  his  service.  The  American 
war  fvas  not  put  a  stop  to  by  any  private 
representation  to  his  Majesty  on  the  part 
of  his  ministersr-his  Majesty's  4ninisters 
bad  not  virtue  enough  to  make  such  re- 
pre8entation.-^The  Ameri<;an  war  was 
stopped  by  the  voice  of  the  people,  and 
by  the  votes  of  this  House.-  It  is  the  duty  / 
upon  the  present  occasion,  as  it  was  on 
that,  and  is  with  regard  to  every  quesuop 
of  national  policy  and  interest  the  duty,  of 
parliament  4o  let  the.  sovereign  know 
what  are  its  opinions  and  sentiments*  I 
remember  what  the  House  of  Commona 
told  king  William,  when  he  refused  bis 
royal  assent  to  a  measure  which  had 
passed  both  Houses;  they  carried  an  ad- 
dress to  the  King  to  say,  that  they  did 
lament  that  those  who  had  access  to  his 
loyal  ear,  should  have  ^iven  him  advice 
contrary  to  what  was  given  him  by  the 
two  Houses  of  Parliament;  that  they 
thought  it  his  duty  to  listen  to  his  parlia- 
ment and  not  to  those  who  gave  hipi  ill- 
suited  and  evil  counsel.^-I  Ray>  then.  Sir, 
it  is  the  duty  of  ministers  to  come  into  the 
service  of  their  sovereign,  and  io  remain 
in  his  service,  free  from  any  .restraint, 
bond,  or  obligation,  but  that  which  is  im- 
posed upon  them  by  a  just  sense  of  their 
duty  to  their  King  and  to  the  public,  and 
I  cannot  but  think,  that  when  his  Ma- 
jesty was  advised  to  demand  a  written 
pledge  of  his  ministers,  that  they  ivould 
not  mention  a  particular  subject  to  him  ; 
his  Majesty  was  adrised  to  do  what  was 
more  unconstitutional  than  any  thing  that 
had  been  done  by  any  sovereign  since  the 
reign  of  James  2.'-6ive  me  leare  to  say, 
that  such  unconstitutional  advice  has 
never  prospered  in  this  couniry-^it  haa 
lost  OS  America*— By  iu  faul  influcnoo 
and  efiecU,  we  hare  seen  every  state  oi\ 
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Um  ooDtineat  ruined  and  oTQithrown.  It 
U,  therefore,  the  doty,  as  it  ii  the  interest 
of  parliament,  to  give  ^o  the  sovereign 
socn  advice  as  will  prevent  bim  from  los- 
ing Ireland.  Think  on  what  yoar  own  si- 
tuation woald  be,  if  Ireland  should  be  lost 
to  this  country.  Yon  hever  will  be  able 
to  secure  Ireland  bv  continuing  the  con- 
duct, you  have  hitherto  porsoed  towards 
that  country,  if  you  proceed  in  the  same 
course  yon  have  done,  yon  may  be  as- 
aured  that  either  during  his  Majesty's 
life,  or  in  the  reign  of  his  supcesaor,  there 
will  be  a  convulsion  in  that  unhappy 
country,  that  will  either  have  the  effect  of 
losing  the  country,  and  placing  it  under 
the  power  and  cuntroul  of  the  enemy,  or 
make  it  a  frightful  scene  of  bloodshed, 
devastation,  and  ruin. 

TbtCMuxUorqftkeEgd^egtitr.  What- 
ever praise  the  House  may  be  disposed  to 
ghre  to  the  eloquent  and  able  speech  of 
the  right  hon.  gent  who  has  just  sat  down, 
I  do  not  think  he  will  have  much  of  the 
commendation  of  those  encomiasts  who 
liave  apfilaoded,  and  justly  applauded  the. 
riglii  hon.  gent,  who  introduced  this  mo- 
tion, for  the  spirit  of  moderation  with 
which  he  brougnt  it  forward,  endeavour^ 
ing  to  conciliate  the  opinions  and  feelings 
of  those  whom  he  knew  to  be  not  only 

Eoerally  opposed  to  him,  but  particu- 
'ly  opposed  to  him  in  sentiment  upon 
this  subject.  Very  difierent  unquestion- 
ably must  have  been  the  temper  and  the 
spirit  which  have  actuated  the  right  hon. 
gent,  who  spoke  last;  the  very  reverse  of 
conciliation  must  have  been  his  object; — 
but  whatever  impression  the  party  vio- 
lence of  the  right  hon.  gent,  has  neces- 
aarily  made  npoo  my  mind,  and  upon  the 
nsindaof  many  othei^  by  a  great  portion 
of  his  speech,  yet  1  do  assure  htm,  (and 
the  right  hon.  gent,  may  eive  me  credit  or 
not,  as  he  chuses)  that  I  derive  great  sa- 
tjsfkction,  a  satisliM:tion  which  no  senti- 
ment of  party  animosity  towards  him  shall 
prevent  me  from  expressing;  from  that 
part  of  his  speech  which  has  so  satisfac- 
torily cleared  his  own  reputation  and 
conduct,  upon  a  point  which  certainly  re- 
quired a  very  full  explanation  on  his  part. 
I  have  great  satimction  in  finding  that 
the  right  hon.  gent,  and  his  noble  friend 
^-two  individuals  whose  characters  un- 
questionably stand  very  high  in  the  public 
regard,  have  not  been  convicted  of  grossly 
and  foully  imposing  upon  the  House  and 
the  public,  by  hokiing  out  fallacious  mo- 
lives  to  f  ndeaTour  lo  mdaot  parliament  to 
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adopt  a  course  of  conduct  which,  under 
other  circumstances,  there  could  not  bava 
been,  the  lightest  doubt  of  their  rejecting* 
If  I  have  any  fault  now  to  find  with  the 
conduct  of  the  right  hon.  ^ent.  upon  this 
point,  it  is  wiih  his  forbearance  from  ex- 
planation for  so  Ipng  a  period,  and  that  for 
nearly  three  years  he  has  suffered  the 
House  and  the  country  to  remain  in  error 
on  a  subject  so  seriously  involving  his  own 
conduct,  and  \ipon  which  the  House  and 
the  country  ought  long  since  to  have  been 
undeceived.  The  public  had  a  deep  inte-» 
rest  in  this  explanation,  and  they  ought  to 
have  had  it  before. — ^The  public  ought  la 
have  been  enabled  to  see  in  its  proper 
colours  the  conduct  of  that  reverend 
gent.,  who  was  so  Ions  auflbred  to  enjoy 
a  character  with  the  public,  to  which  tlia 
right  hon.  gent.'s  statement  has  now  shewn, 
that  that  rev.  gent,  is  so  ill  entitled.  It  ia 
curious  to  observe  the  shuffling  and  du-^ 
plicity  of  the  rev.  gent.,  sometimes  de- 
fending, and  sometimes  impeaching  the 
conduct  of  the  right  hon.  gent,  of  late  in- 
deed he  sa^s  liitle  in  bis  defence,  but 
much  in  his  accusation.  It  ,is  difficult  to 
account  for  the  very  confident  assertions 
he  has  lately  made,  even  in  print ;  unless 
he  could  be  supposed  to  have  totally  for- 
gotten the  strong  grounds  of  defence 
which  he  himself  had  placed  in  the  power 
of  the  right  hon.  gent. ;  unless  he  had 
forgotten  the  contents  of.  that  paper  which 
the  right  hon.  gent,  has  just  read,  (to  the  ex- 
istence of  wbich^  even  when  he  must  have 
forgot  its  substance,  he  so  .distinctly  al- 
ludes,) for,  in  his  letter  to  lord  Stourton, 
published  as  an  appendix  to  Mr.  Keogh'a 
pamphlet,  is  the  following  passage. 
.  "  The  presenting  of  the  petition  may 
induce  one  member  to  taunt  another  with 
questions,  concerning  his  authority  for 
making  a  certain  ofler  ;  and  it  is  pos- 
sible that  the  latter  may  again  Ipake  use 
of  my  name,  and  of  a  hasty  short  note 
which  I  sent.bim,  not  as  a  proposal,  (for  I 
never  had  an  idea  of  such  a  thing  till  I 
heard  it  in  the  House)  but  barely  as  a  sup- 
plement to  a  short  conversation  which  I 
had  been  honoured  with  by  that  gentle- 
man, and  which  note  I  scribbled  in  a  book- 
seller's shop,  as  1  was  returning  home.  In 
this  supposition,  it  will  be  incumbent  on 
me,  after  having  been  burnt  in  effigy,  mora 
or  less  in  his  defence,,  in  Ireland,  and  afler 
standiag  the  bating  of  the  ministerial 
writers  in  the  Morning  Post,  and  after 
having  pleaded  his  cause,^  as  far  as  truth 
would  permit  me  to  go,  in  the  Morning 
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GkroQiclt,  it  will  be  incumbent  on  me,  I 
9ay>  to  bring  my  doottnwntt  »nd  other 
proofs,  fairly  and  fuUy  forward,  in  order, 
aal  bare  so  often  been  called  upon  to  do, 
to  convince  the  public  that  I  never  gwre 
authority  for  .  bringing  forward  the  pro- 
posal, which  from  misapprehension,  and 
an  earnest  zeal  to  serve  us,  was  brought  for* 
ward,  nor  indeed  aoy  proposal  i^hat- 
ever.  These  proofs  cannot  fail^  though 
very  much  against  i»y  inclination,  to  for- 
Bbh  matter  of  triumph  to  our  common 
enemies.'' 

Here,  Sir^  the  House  will  observe,  that 
the  rev.  gent,  says,  that  he  pleaded  "  the 
right  hon.  gent/s  cause,  as  far  as  the  truth 
Would  permit  him  to  go,  in  the  Morning 
Chronicle/'  And  undoubtedly,  Sir,  ho 
did  so  ;  aye,  and  much  further  too,  if  he 
has  "  these  documents  and  other  proofs" 
which  he  threatens  to  bring  *'  fully  and 
fairly  forward,  in  order  as  he  has  been 
often  called  upon  to  do,  to  convince 
t(^e  public  jlhat  he  never  gave  authority  for 
bringing  forward  the  proposal  which  was 
brought  forward,  or  any  proposal  what* 
ever. ' 

It  is  no  doubt,  in  the  memory  of  many 
gentlemen  of  this  House,  that  in  the  latter 
Mid  of  the  year  1808,  Dr.  Milner  pub- 
lished a  letter  in  the  Morning  Chronicle, 
in  which  he  defended,  in  very  distinct 
terms,  the  paviiamentary  conduct  of  the 
right  hon.  mftt.,  as  connected  with  his 
proposal  of  Uie  Veto.  His  words  in  that 
letter  are, 

''  Whoever  duly  weighs  this  statement, 
sees  that  our  parliamentary  advocates  were 
warranted  in  the  declarationa  which  they 
made  in  parliament,  to  the  extent  and  in 
the  manner  here  set  down.  And  it  is  my 
duty  thus  puhUcly  to  avow  the  share 
which  1  took  in  the  wavrant  under  which 
they*  spoke  of  the  presumed  disposition  of 
the  Irish  prelates,  to  make  the  desired 
ooncessioo.  On  the  other  hand  he  will 
see/^  mark  the  sincerity  «f  the  doctor, 
V  that  I  did  not  hold  out  the  most  distant 
prospect  of  these  pVelotea  yieldtng  to  the 
crown  any  degree  of  ecclesiastical  su« 
premacy,  or  actual  power,  direct  or  in- 
direct, over  the  Catholic  church  of  Ireland, 
on  short  he  will  acquit  the  hon.  and  noble 
personas^s  alluded  to,  of  the  foal  fraud 
imputed  to  them  by  tbetr  political  idver- 
series,  and  he  will  acauit  me  also  of  the 
iisconsistencies  with  which  I  have  been 
charged  in  the  newspapers,  with  respect 
to  my  declaration!  and  writings,  on  dif- 
ferent occiiioM." 


At  that  peiiod  then  Dr.  Milner  wu 
questionably  the  advocate  for  the*  cor- 
rectness of  the  right  hon.  gent.  Now  the 
case  will  stand  ^ear  with  the  public  ;  I 
am  glad  it  will  do  so.  Bu|  I  cannot  for* 
bear  trusting,  that  from  the  whole  of  tfata 
strange  transaction,  we  may  learn  thi« 
iisefol  lesson,  that  we  should  in  future  not 
only  be  extremely  jealous  of  the  manner 
of  such  communications,  but  that  we 
should  not  depend  too  much  upon  the  ac« 
curacy  of  judgment  of  the  right  hoo* 
gent,  and  bis  friends  on  that  side  of  the 
House,  as  to  the  judgment  they  may  form 
of  the  Roman  Catholic  feelings  and  opi- 
nions upon  this  subject;  nay,  I  should 
trust  it  would  be  a  useful  lesson  to  the  right 
hon.  gent,  himself,  not  too  hastily  to  ima- 
gine that  he  could  vouch  for  the  opinions 
of  the  Roman  Catholics,  when  they  seem 
to  be  so  fickle  and  undecided  in  their  ob* 
jects  and  intentions  as  not  to  be  able  justly 
to  anticipate  them  themselves.  The  right 
hon.  gent,  had  even  said,  that  he  had  re- 
ceived a  letter  from  one  of  the  Catholic 
bishops,  stating  his  expectation,  that  a 
meeting  of  the  Roman  Catholic  prelates 
would  concur  in  the  sentiments  which  had 
been  asserted  last  session  being  the  gene* 
ral  sentiments  of  the  Irish  Catholics. 

Mr.  Pemanhy,  in  explanation,  observed, 
that  his  statement  was  merely  that  he  bad 
received  a  letter  from  a  Catholic  bishop, 
expressing  his  opinion,  that  his  speech  de» 
served  the  thanks  of  all  Ireland,  and  par- 
ticularly of  the  Catholic  prelates. 

Hie  CkmctUarqfih€  ErcA^^tter  resumed ; 
We  know  now  with  what  feelings  we  are 
to  receive  any  representations  coming 
from  that  quarter,  when  after  this  letter  of 
thanks  and  approbation  from  a  Catholic 
archbishop,  in  the  naeae  of  his  suffragans 
in  grateful  approbatiGn  to  the  proposition 
and  the  conduct  of  the  right  hon.  gent, 
this  very  archbishop  amT  his  snflngans 
shortly  afterwards  adopted,  in  their  synods, 
resolutions  direetly  condemning  tlie  pro- 
posal. 

But,  Sir,  in  proceeding  to  the  question 
more  immediately  before  us,  I  could  wish 
to  know  the  right  hon.  gent.'s  opinion 
concerning  that  domestic  nomination,  that 
new  aabstitnle  for  the  Veto,  which  has 
now  been  introduced  much  in  the  same 
way,  and  with  no .  better  apparent  autlnH 
rity,  niiy,  with  still  less  apparent  autho* 
rity,  than  that  unfortunate  proposal.  I 
cottldwish  to  know  whether  the  right  hon. 
gtnt.  concurs,  or  thinks  differently  from 
hit  right  hon.  friend|  who  opened  the  de- 
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bate  vpon  this  tnb|«ct    I   un  tore  that 
the  Home  wHl  'fcel  thai  it  it  of  extreine 
importance  that  we  slioald  be  underno 
miitake  or  mitconceptioii  on  thie  point 
I  distinctly  nnderttood  that  right  hoo.  gent., 
the  mover  of  tfait  question*  to  say»  that, 
in  hisopinion«  no  propositioB  waa  admis- 
sible in  favonr  of  the  fnll  emancipation  of 
the  Roman  Catholics,  unlem  it  were  ac- 
companied by  the  Veto,  or  some  other 
concession  containiBg  a  complete  renun- 
ciation of  all   foreign    influence.  Now 
we  nndoubtedly   should    know  from  the 
ri^t    hon.   gent   who   spoke   last,  ex* 
plicitlv  his  views.    We  do  not  deal  fiiirly 
with  the .  Roman  Catholic,  with  one  ano- 
ther, or  the  pablic,  if  we  do  not  require 
an  explanation  on   this  point.    No  one 
(and  I  beg  the  House  to  observe  it)  no 
one  has  as  yet   been   to    explicit  as  the 
right  bon.  gent  who  began  the  discus* 
sioD.    And  after  paying  to  the  speech  of 
the  risht  hon.  gent  who  spoke  last|  all  the 
attenuon  it  merited,  although  anxious  to 
mark  and  to  retain  what  he  might  say 
on  this  point,  I  am  still  at  a  loss  to  know 
whether  he  agrees  with   the   right    hon. 
mover  in  this  principle,  of  necessary  re- 
nanciation  of  foreign  influence,  to  be  ef* 
fected  either  by  the  domestic  nomination, 
or  by  the  Veto,  or  by  some  other  substi* 
tote  for  thafc  Veto  ;  or  whether  he  thinks 
the  concessions  on  our  part  to  the  Catho- 
lics, should  be  unconditional,  upon  the 
trust  of  what  they  may  afterwards  be  dis- 
posed to  do :  on  this  point  the  right  hon. 
sent  has,  as  y«t,  left  us  totally  in  the 
dark  ;  and,  in  fact,  we  have  no  admission 
of  its  necessity  nor  proposal  for  its  adoption, 
except  the  rieht  hon.  gent  who  opened  the 
discussion.  He  indeed  has  been  more  candid 
and  explictt  in  bis  avowals  than  any  of 
those  who  have  succeeded  him  in  debate ; 
I  most  do  him  the  justice  to  say,  that  he 
has  not  shehered  hiustelf  nnder  any  re- 
serve,   bni  has  plainly,  nbambiguottsly, 
and  maolily  ttafeed  his  opinion :  and  in- 
deed from  the  admissions  of  that  right 
iion.  gent  I  think  1  have  tome  right  to 
stand  vindicated,  as  well  as  those  who 
think  with  me  on  this  question,  from  the 
chaifes  of  bigotry  and  intolerance,  so  re« 
peatodly  n^ed  against  us,  and  even  now 
so  Iflbeially,  or  rather  so  lavishly  renewed 
by  the  right  hon.  gent  who  spoke  last 
For  it  appears,  Sir,  now  most  clearly, 
even  from  the  declaration  and  admission 
of  she  right  hon.  aaover  hinwelf,  that  if  we 
had  granted    these  concessions  lo  the 
Booian    Caftholict   before   without  asqr 


eondilion,  astthasbeettfreqaently  propos«» 
ed  by  those  hon.  gentlemen  to  grant  them* 
and  as  freqoently  and  uniformly  resisted 
by  me,    we  should  have  granted  them 
most  unwisely  and  most  precipitately,  and 
that  no  man  would  have  more  regretted 
that  precipitancy,  or   been  more  con« 
vinced  of  that  folly  than,  the  right  hon. 
gent  himself  who  proposeid  it;  for  it  now 
is  clearly  admitted  by  nim,  that  these  con-* 
cessions  cannot  safely  be  granted  without 
full  and  satisfaciorv  securities,  and  that,  in 
fact,  there  ought  to  be  no  further  cot  ices  4 
sions  without  some  security,  suck  as  the 
Veto,  or  some  eauivalent  which  he  thinks 
indispensable.     Where  then  is  the  ground 
of  charse  of  intolerance  against  me,  in 
which  the  right  hon.  gent  must  not  fully 
partake?   He  thinks  himself  justified  en 
principles  of  public  policy,  in  withholding 
thoseconcessions  from  the  Catholics,  which 
they  claim,    unless   upon    a    condition^ 
which  hitherto  they  ha?e  given  Us  no  reason 
to  believe  they  will  consent  to— 'What  do 
I  do  more  ?— We  may  differ  in  our  appli« 
cation  of  our  principle,  but  on  the  prin« 
ciple   itself  we  are  agreed.     The  ri^pht 
hon.  gent  admits  that  the  spiritual  m^ 
floence  which  the  pope,  through  the  hi« 
shops  and  the  priestr,  may  have  upon  tho 
people  if  the  election  of  the  bishops  rOi* 
mains  as  it  is,  is  reasonably  to  be  dreaded 
from  the  temporal  efiects  which  it  may 
produce ;  that  this  influence  in  spirituajti 
is,  in  £act,  a  means  of  temporal  power, 
and  that,  therefore,  it  must  be  guarded 
against    Here,  Sir,  again  the  right  hon. 
gent  and  myself  I  find  agreed ;   and  I 
must  entreat  the  House  never  to  forget 
that  the  hon.  mover  has  argued  that  no 
concessions  ought  to  be   yielded  to  tha 
Catholics,  without  securing  some  conoea* 
sion  on  their  part  equivalent  or  analogous 
to  the  concession  of  the  Veto.    What  this 
analogous  oooceesion  is^-what  arrange* 
ment  is  to  foe  sobstitoted,  the  hon.  mover 
had  not  staled,  and  the  hon.  gieat  who 
has  last  spoken  has  said,  that  Hsr  many 
reasons  it  should  not   be  extorted  from 
him.    (A  cry  of  hear !   hear !   in  which 
sir  J.  Newport's  vdice  was  peculiarly  |li»» 
tiiiguishable).    The  right  hon.  baranerbjr 
bis  cheers  intends,  as  I  conrludo,  to  ex* 
press  his  approbation  of  his  right  ha^ 
friend's  determination,  and  yet  that  right 
hon.  bart.,  with  admirable  consistency,  sia 
doubt,  has  this  rtry  night  told  his  Ma- 
jesty's minisurs,  that  they  should  expnas 
their  opinions  on  this  sal^cct  to  the  Ca« 
theses  of  Ireland;  that  they  ihoaki  da* 
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that  any  equivalent  arrangement  wfnM 
be  acceded  to,  we  have  no  reason  to  be- 
lieve.   But  let  us  even,  suppose  that  the 


fine  and  explain  the  restrictmns  which 
might  be  demanded  as  an  equivalent  for 
emancipation;  that  the  Roman  Catholics 
have  a  right  to  expect  this  explanation, 
before  they  can  be  expected  to  concede 
any  thing.  Surely  then  he  is  rather  too 
Xind  to  his  right  hon.  friend  to  approve  of 
his  determination  to  withhold  the  very 
thing  which  he  has  recently  and^peremp- 
toriiy  demanded  as  due  in  justice  to  tbte 
HomantCatholics. 

But  when  the  right  hon.  gent,  states 
that  be  will  not. explain  the  nature  of  the 
proposed  arrangement,  is  it  too  much  to 
suspect  his  real  reason  to  be,  th^t  he  can- 
not explain  that  of  which  he  has  no  idea 
himself?  He  has  argued,  indeed,  that  he 
will  not  explain  it,  because  there  are  in 
Ireland  and  in  England  ill-disposed  per- 
sons who  would  immediately  avail  them- 
selves of  its  publicity,  and  wishing  no- 
thing more/than  to  keep  alive  the  discon- 
tents of  the  Roman  Catholics,  and  nothing 
less  than  to  see  those  discontents  allayed, 
would,  by  inflammatory  publications,  and 
otherwise  (iisserainating  erroneous  notions 
concerning  it,  endeavour  .(as  in  the  in- 
stance of  the  Veto  they  had  but  too  suc- 
cessfully endeavoured)  to  render  it  ob- 
noxious to  the  Catholic  mind. — I  am  as 
sorry  as  the  ri^^ht  hon.  gent,  can  be,  that 
there  should  exist  such  men,  disposed  to 
act  on  such  motives,  and  for  such  an  ob- 
ject, in  either  country.  But  how  does  the 
right  hon.  gent,  seek  to  obviate  this  diffi- 
culty?— He  supports  the  motion  for  re- 
ferring this  measure  to  a  committee  :  does 
he  mean  to  say  that  the  explanation  of 
the  Mature  of '  this  arrangement  in  his 
speech  must  be  raischievouii,  whilst  the 
discussion  of  it  in  a  committee  would  be 
perfectly  innocent  and  safe  ? 

Sir,  the  right  hon.  gent,  who  brought 
forward  the  motion,  and  a  noble  lord  of 
the  other  House,  in  his  well-known  letter 
to  lord  Fingal,  have  declared  that  certain 
Rrrangements  are  indispensable  in  case  of 
further  concession  to  the  Roman  Catho- 
lics. Whatever  expectations  others  may 
have  entertained,  certainly  neither  I, 
nor  any  of  those  who  have  thought 
with  me,  ever  were  of  opinion  that  such 
provisions  would  be  agreed  to  by 
Iha  Catholics.  But  if  the  present  mo- 
tion should  he  agreed  to,  and  the  House 
go  into  a  committee  on  the  question, 
wa  have  no  assurance,  no,  not  even 
the  authority  of  Dr.  Milner,  that  anyar* 
ranffements'iiould  be  acceded  fo.  That 
the  Veto  woald  be.  objected  to  we  koowi 


Veto,  or  such  eqaivalem  arrangement, 
were  agreed  to  at  this  time»  how  could  h 
be  considered  as  a  valid  agreement  ?  How 
or  by  what  sanction  could  such  a  power 
be  conferred  on  his  Majesty  ?  How  or 
by  what  sanction  could  obedience  to  tbut 
power  be  enforced  ?  It  supposes  a  coo- 
tract  to  which  the  government  of  this 
country,  Uie  Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland, 
and  the  pope,  must  all  be  parties.  Now 
the  pope  may  refuse  his  sanction,  iBuo* 
napart6  may  compel  him  to  refuse  it,  or 
the  Catholics  may  change  their  mind, 
and  you  cannot  punish  them  for  non-per- 
formance, without  justly  incurring  the 
charge  of  intolerance.  Should  the  pre- 
sent race  of  Catholics  make  the  conces- 
sion, how  can  they  bind  the  religions 
scruples  of  their  children  ? 

What  would  be  our  situation,  if,  afier 
all  the  disabilities  of  which  the  Catholics 
complain  had  been  removed,  on  the  sup- 
position that  certain  cnncesiions  on  their 
part  would  be  perpetual,  the  sons  of  those 
Catholics  should  refuse  to  abide  by  what 
was  stipulated  for  them  ?  nay,  if  toe  per- 
sons then^selves  who  had  conceded  them 
should  repent  of  their  concession  ?  We 
could  not  punish  them  for  withdrawing 
their  consent ;  and  if  we  did  we  should 
be  justly  accused  of  interfering  in  a 
matter  of  religion  and  conscience  with 
the  hand  of  power.  The  right  hon.  gent, 
argues,  and  tor  ought  I  know  may  argue 
correctly,  that  the  veto  is  consistent  with 
the  Roman  Catholic  religion,  but  who  is  to 
be  the  judge  of  the  validity  of  that  argn- 
ment<?  In  such  a  case,  non^  can  be  com- 
petent judges  but  the  Catholics  themselves, 
and  if  they  declare  that  they  cannot  con- 
scientiously grant  such  a  power,  it  is  jnst 
as  intolerant  to  require  them  to  grant  it, 
as  to  insist  on  their  taking  the  oath  of  su- 
premacy. Suppose  after  such  a  concession 
on  their  parts,  persons  assumed  the  epis- 
copal character,  functions  and  authority, 
without  complying  with  these  term;*,  and 
the  Roman  Catholics  acknowledi^ed  their 
authority,  how  would  you  prevent  them  ? 
— Suppose  they  asserted  ii  to  be  an  ar^ 
tide  of  faith,  of  religion,  not  to  suflfer  a 
Protestant  to  interfere  in  the  election  or 
nomination  of  their  bishops  ;  woold  yoti 
prosecute  th^m  ?  would  you  punish  them 
for  this  article  of  their  faith  ?  would  you  ? 
where  then  would  be  yonr  toleration  r  yet 
without  this,  what  is  the  validity  of  yoat 
agreement  ? 
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Besidat  tU  this.  Sir,  how  ia  such  an  «r- 
rangenMOt practicable?' The  inyetiiture 
of  auch  an  aotboritv  in  hia  Migeaty  moat 
ke»  according  to  all  usage,  by  concordat 
with  the  pope  ;  and  how  ia  hta  consent  to 
be  obtained  ?  How  are  we  to  procure  ac* 
cess  to  him  }  Were  it  eren  possible  to  ob- 
tain his  ratification  of  soch  a  regalation 
whilst  he  remains  a  prisoner  ;  nay,  if  it 
were  to  be  obtained  ;  if  Baonaporw  were 
to  induce  him  to  gi?e  \t,  were  to  consent 
that  he  should  give  it ;  and  without  his 
consent,  at  thb  time,  I  conclude,  no  man 
is  idle  enough  to  suppose  that  the  pope 
could  give  tU  Might  he  not,  when  at 
large  retract  his  former  act,  and  plead  in 
justi6cation  his  former  situation  }  How 
wild  and  chimerical,  then,  is  it,  to  suppose' 
that  such  an  arrangement  can,  at  this  time 
at  Wast,  be  prod  active  of  a  satisfactory 
iaaue  with  the  Catholics  of  Ireland  ! 

Let  us  not,  then,  be  amused  with  a  pro* 
ject,  the  nature  of  which  it  is  not  attempted 
to  explain,  and  the  execution  of  wnich 
borders  on  impossibility. 

As  the  arguments  for  going  into  a  com- 
mittee have  been  rested  on  this  ground 
alone ;  as  concession  has  been  coupled 
with  the  Veto,  or  with  the  domestic  no* 
niination  indispensably,  1:^  the  right  hon. 
mover  of  the  question  himself,  I  think  it 
unnecessary  this  night  to  do  more  than  to 
meet  the  arguments  of  the  right  hon.  gent, 
who  began  the  debate  upon  this  ground. 
But  although  I  do  not  feel  myself 
obliged  nor  inclined  to  go  more  at  large 
into  the  question  at  this  time,  I  most  pro- 
test against  its  being  inferred,  from  my 
opposing  this  motion  on  this  ground  alone, 
that  my  objections  Would  be  removed  if 
the  veto,  or  domestic  nomination,  were 
conceded.  I  must  be  permitted  to  say, 
that  foreign  inflaence  is  not  the  only  in- 
floenre  1  dread,  and  that  there  is  ano^her 
as  much  to  be  apprehended  ;  and  that 
nbothatlbreiga  influence  would  not  nor 
could  not  be  destroyed  by  the  veta— -If 
the  right  hon.  gent,  has  one  objection  to 
concession,  I  have  two ;  and  although  I 
think  hb  a  serious  one,  and  one  which  his 
proposed  renmiy  would  not  cure,  yet 
there  is  another,  which,  with  a  view  to  the 
tranquillity  of  Ireland,  I  think  of  much 
greater  importance.  1  remain  of  the  opi- 
nion which  1  have  always  maintained,  that 
the  Catholics  of  Ireland  are  difiposed  to  go 
further  than  what  they  now  demand  as 
emancipation ;  that  whatever  thev  now 
pffofins,  nay  whatever  they  now  may  feel, 
they  will  not,  tiiey  cannot  be  aaiisfiad  with 


any  thing  short  of  the  entire  and 
establishment  of  their  religion  in  Ireland : 
—the  establishment  of  their  religion  with 
all  the  right  of  such  establishment  annexed 
to  it.  Nay,  the  better  the  Roman  Catholic, 
the  more  sincere  he  is  in  his  faith,  the 
more  attached  to  his  religion,  the  more 
impossible  it  is  to  suppose  that  he  would 
be  satisfied,  if  his  satisfaction  is  your  ob- 
ject, till  he  had  obtained  that  establishment 
for  his  religion.  But  there  are  many,  Sir, 
which  even  this  establishment  of  their  re- 
ligion would  not  satisfy.-^I  do  not  speak 
this  lightly  nor  without  proof,  at  least 
presumptive  proof.  What  else  can  I  think, 
if  I  am  to  judge  by  what  every  day  falls 
from  the  press,  and  from  the  declared  sen« 
timents  or  many  who  are  foreioost  amongst 
the  Catholics  themselves?  What  does 
Mr.  Keogh  say  in  his  pamphlet  on  this 
subject ;  and  it  is  of  high  importance  that 
what  is  here  said  should  be  noticed  by 
gentlemen.  Thus  Mr.  Keogh  :  "  It  is 
time  to  lay  the  axe  to  the  root  of  the  evih 
If  you  sincerely  feel  that  love  of  England, 
and  that  loyalty  to  the  King,  you  are  so 
forward  to  profess :  if|  in  a  word,  yon 
purpose  to  save  Irelaoil  to  the  empire,  let 
her  experience  an  eternal  divorce  between 
religion  and  politics,  including  the  abo- 
lition of  tythes,  and  the  suppression  of 
every  species  of  public  plonaer  on  pioua 
pretences.  Let  her  see  her  corporate 
iiodies,  including  the  university,  annulled  ; 
for  they  are  all  ^organized  accomplices  of 
old  errors  and  of  old  vices  against  every 
moral,  political,  or  physical  improvement 
— Let  her  peasantry  be  freeo  from  the 
pressure  of  rack  rent,  not  by  imper^te 
sUtQtes,  but  by  bringing  to  market  fewOr 
bidders  for  more  arable  land; — by  ei^ 
couraging  domestic  manufiictorefr— let  the 
progressive  accumalation  of  her  taxes  be 

terminated.^' And  in  short,  his  ^uro 

for  the  grievances  of  Ireland  virtonily 
tends  to  a  repeal  of  the  Union,  and  sepa* 
ratbn. 

The  right  hon.  cent  in  pointing  In- 
what  was  mentioned  by  the  noble  twd 
(Jncelyn)  behind  me,  as  one  of  the  griev- 
ances of  Ireland,  namely,  the  absence  of 
the  landed  proprietors  ;  the  right  hon. 
gent  retorted,  that  this  was  one  of  the 
great  and  mischievous  efiecuof  the  Union, 
and  advised  my  noble  friend  to  try  his  in- 
fluence for  a  repeal:  I  must  snppoae 
that  right  hon.  gent,  too  wishes  for 
its  repeal.  Perhaps  this  was  one  of 
the  arraugemenu  in  the  mind  of  the 
right   hon.    gent    which    he   declared 
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$kbM  not  be  vstoited  firom  bim^i^It 
might  be  tO|  altbtyugh  not  professed  by 
the  right  hen*  rooTer,  nor  the  noble  k>rd 
in  the  other  Houie*  The  bon.  generel 
(getieml  Mathew)  opposite  me^  distinctly 
contends  that  it  is  necesgery  for  the  salva- 
tion of  Ireland,  and  Mr.  Keogh  does  the 
same*  What,  therefore,  are  we  tojodge, 
but  that  emancipation  is  i)ot  the  real  ob* 
jed  of' the  petitioners,  and  that  nothing 
will  satisfy  them  but  a  separation  from 
this  country?  This,  I  trust,  however,  is  far 
fVom  the  general  sentiment;  bat  I  candidly 
state  my  view  of  this  subject— I  have  aU 
ways  thooghtthat  the  Catholics  of  Ireland 
would  never  be  cdntentsd  unless  with  the 
foil  .establishment  of  their  church.>--I  al- 
ways argujed  the  question  in  that  way, 
and  I  do  so  now,  quite  fearless  of  the  cen* 
flares  that  may  be  cast  by  any  one  on  my 
motives.  Without  therefore  relmquishing 
that  ^ound  of  objection,  I  have  thought  it 
sufficient  to  state  what  I  have  stated  in  op- 
position to  the  hon.  mover,  who,  to  pre* 
serve  consistency,  ought  to  vote  against 
his  own  motion,  and  not  for  it.  For  if  there 
were  no  grounds  for  the  hon.  mover's 
belief  that  the  CathoiicS' would  consent  to 
make  a  satisfactory  arrangement,  then  the 
hon.  mover,  on  his  own  prineiplrs,  should 
opppose  the  referring  of  the  petition  to  a 
committee,  the  result  of  whose  proceed- 
ings must  be,  after  havingexcited  expecta- 
tions which  it  was  impracticable  to  gratify, 
le  leave  the  public  mind  in  a  state  much 
worse  than  that  in  which  it  wss  fonnd. 

I  have  n^w  stated  what  Iconceive  to  be 
sufficient  grounds  for  not  going  into  a 
committee  on  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners. 
— i^Should  the  Roman  Catholics  consent 
even  to  the  Veto,  or  any  other  arrange- 
ment in  contemplation,  i  see  no  practical 
ntiUty  in  agitating  the  qaestion.— I  think 
it  is  only  exciting  expectations  which  are 
not  to  be  sattsficM  ;  and  upon  the  imprac- 
ticatHlity  alone  of  the  arrangement  pro- 
posed, 1  think  the  House  would  act  ab- 
rardly  and  mwchievously  by  consenting 
la  this  motion  fbr  referiing  the  petition  to  a 
ceaonnitiee. 

Mr»  #%^fe«ai28aid;  After  the  many  ex* 
cellentspeecfaes  which  hove  been  delivered 
hi  the  coarse  of  this  debate,*  in  support  of 
the  opinioni  which  lespoose,  Httle  remaini 
to  be  efiisred  by  me  on  the  present  subject, 
important  as  it  is  on  every  account.  I 
shall,  however,  take  occasion  to  make  a 
lew  remarks,  and  particmlarly  on  the  an- 
iweroftfie  ChaneeHor  of  the  Esicfae^aer, 
to  the  fA>le  and  cewrincing  apeeeh  ot  my 
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right  hon.  friend^  (Mr.  Ponsbnby).  I^et 
not  the  House  be  for  a  moment  misled  bjr 
the  train  of  arghment  of  the  right  hon. 
gent.  He  may  discnss  the  propriety  of 
this  or  that  restriction,  but  npoh  these  qnes- 
tions  he  is  not  a  man  open  to  conviction^ 
or  whom  any  arrangement  coold  aatiflfy-. 
If  the  Catholics  were  to  lie  prostrate  at 
his  feet,  and  to  implore  him  to  name  hie 
own  terms,  his*  answer  must  be,  **  1  can 
never  be  satisfied.  I  can  propose  no  ar- 
rangements ;  I  can  accept  no  terms.  Yoo 
are  men  whom  I  cannot  trust,  I  cannot 
believe  you  npon  your  oaths.''  Jn  what 
other  langtiage  could  the  right  hononra* 
ble  gentleman  express  himself,  who 
must  judge  of  the  principles  of  other  men 
by  his  own  f  for  he  has  told  yon,  that  if 
instead  of  being  so  tmly  orthodox  as  he  is 
he  were  a  schismatic,  he  would  ask  forim* 
munities  chiefly  for  the  sake  of  oringthem 
to  overthrow  the  establishment  fi^m 
which  the  concession  of  them  had  been 
obtained;  that  he  wouldliot,  that  he  ought 
not  to  be  satisfied,  until  he  had  succeeded 
in  demolishing  the  one  church,  and  setting 
up  the  other  on  its  ruins.  With  soch  a 
man  it  is  idle  to  discuss  arrangements, 
with  his  consent  none  wili  ever  be  carried 
practically  into  effect. 

It  is  not,  howeveV,  my  wish  to  quarrel 
with  the  religious  doctrines  of  this  man  of 
intolerance,  nor  to  waste  the  time  of  the 
House  in  exposing  the  weakness  and  hi* 
gotry  of  arguments  which  have  been  ao 
often  exposed  and  refitted.  I  must  come 
directly  to  other  parts  of  the  speech  of  the 
right  hon.  gent.  I  accuse  him  of  the  great- 
est want  of  candour  in  the  representation 
he  has  given  of  that  part  of  the  speech  of 
my  right  hon.  friend,  wherein  he  tooched 
upon  d)e  subject  of  the  Union.  The  noble 
lord  (Jocelyn)  who  spoke  early  in  the 
debate,  in  enomeratinff  the  grievances  of 
Ireland,  dwelt  upon  me  number  of  her 
absentees,  to  which  circumstances  he  aa* 
cribed  much  of  the  evil  known  to  exist  in 
that  country,  and  expressed  a  wish  that 
some  barrier  could  t>e  erected  against  this 
fiital  emigration.  My  right  hon.  friend  in 
his  masterly  reply  animadrerting  upoci 
what  had  been  said  by  tfape  noble  iordf 
truly  said,  that  the  Union  had  added  meet 
largely  to  the  mmber  of  absentees,  that  it 
had  compelled  many  of  the  Irish  to  absent 
themselves  from  their  country,  and  that 
the  most  efl^tual  barrier  which  could  be 
erected,  would  be  the  repeal  ef  the  Union. 

But  my  right  hon.  friend,  so  far  firom 
mcommeadiniptbe  iepeal«aabai  been  ima« 
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veprtteniid  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Sk- 
cheqatr,  gave  no  opinion  whatCTer*  efen 
upon  the  original  propriety  of  the  meaiure. 
ife  pointed  oat  to  the  noble  lord  the  concla- 
liop  to  which  his  ofrnargnmenU  inevitably 
leail— concettion  to  the  Cathoiics^  or  the 
repeal  of  the  Union.  The  arguqtent  be* 
long!  to  the  neble  lord;  the  resolt'  of  it 
he  did  not  appear  to  folly  to  have  per- 
ceived. 

True  it  is,  that  the  gallant  general 
(Mathew)  haa  recommended,  with  ^reat 
ferronr  and  earnestness,  the  repeal  of  the 
Union,  which  he  deems  so  fieital  to  the  in** 
terests  of  his  native  country.  Ample  aU 
lowance  is  due  to  the  ardent  feelings  of  a 
true  bom  Irishman,  and  for  the  keen  re* 
gret  with  which  he  most  view,  what  he 
conceives  to  be  the  extinction  of  Irish  in* 
dependence. 

Who  can  blame  the  heated  language  of 
my  gallant  and  hon.  friend,  when  it  is  re- 
collected that  be  was  an  eye  witness  of 
the  tragic  horrors  which  took  place  in 
Ireland  in  the  year  1708,  which  he  has 
described  with  so  much  feeling,  and  in 
such  glowing  colours  ?  who  can  be  sor* 
nrised4f  on  soch  a  subject,  a  brave  and 
humane  man  speaks  warmly ;  when  he  sees 
in  this  distant  and  more  enlightened  period 
of  the  year  1810,  the  minister  of  England 
and  the  tools  of  that  minister,  use  every 
topic  of  inflammation— encourage  every 
rancorous  feeling,  in  discussing  the  claims 
of  the  Catholics.  I  impute  not  soch  blame 
to  the  duke  of  Hichmond,  nor  to    lord 
Wellington,  during  the  period  he  was  chief 
eecretary  in  Ireland,  nor  to  his  right  hon. 
relation  who  now  fills  the  same  office.    It 
lies  at  the  doer  of  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  who  has  thought  it  decent  and 
ihir  to  oppose  every  species  of  obstacle  to 
the  emancipation  of  the  Irish  Catholics ; 
and  a  learned  doctor,  hit  right  hon.  friend 
and  coadjutor.    Of  that  learned  gentle- 
man's  over«dooe  violence,  however,  bis 
partiians  are  so  little  prood,  that  because 
lie  broke  his  compact,  and  on  the  subject 
of  tythes,  favoured  us  a  sbort  time  a^ 
with  an  harangue,  in  his  accustomed  strain, 
they  appear  to  have  positively  transported 
Ih«,  that  be  might  not  take  part  in  this 
debate.    He  has  not  failed  to  make  op  for 
want  of  attendance  by  publication.    We 
Imve  also  teen  the  Hiftory  of  the  Inquisilioo 
repoblisbed    within  a  short^  time    with 
plates,  illttstomtiiig  all  the  horrors  of  torture. 
All  the  obsolete  stories  of  Catholic  perse- 
cutions have  been  tirought  forward  for  the 
purpose  of  dectiring  and  alarming  weak 


mtndt>  (as  if  such  wort  the  praedeea  of 
the  Catholics  of  the  present  day :)  and  of 
rendering  more  fierce  that  fire>  which  if 
it  shall  longcontinue  toblaae,  will  conanmn 
the  very  viuls  of  the  conntry.    As  well 
might  the  History  of  Ireland  be  published^ 
illustrated  with  plates,  representing  those 
scenes  of  cruelty  and  horror  which  were 
acted  by  the  government  of  1 7yg,  as  giving 
a  true  representation  of  the  government 
of  the  present  lord  lieutenant,  and  his  ceiw 
duct  towardr  the  people.    I  must  not  feiw 
get  Dr.  Mihier,  who  if  he  had  been  created 
for    the  purpose    of  sowing   dissension 
amongst  the  uatholics  themselves,  and  nn* 
founded  distrust  of  their  friends,  could  not 
have  succeeded  better  than  he  has  done. 
I  think  even  the  Chancellor  of  the  Excho- 
quer  must  have  been  pleased  with  the 
honest  triumph  of  my  right  hon,  friend, 
over  that  rev.  divine.    I  was  not  a  little 
gratified  by  the  pompons  introduction  of  > 
Uie  charges  against  my  right  hon.  friend 
by  the  Secretai^  of  State ;  had  my  right 
hon.  friend  stationed  him  there,  and  di- 
rected him  to  play  a  part  for  stage  efiect 
in  his  fiivour,  it  could  not  have  been  done 
more  entirely  to  bis  wish. 

On  the  other  hand,  I  confieas  I  have  w- 
perienced  no  small  degree  of  mortification 
from  the  proceedings  of  some  of  the  mem* 
hers  of  the  University  of  Oxford,  who 
have  directed  their  representative  (sir 
William  Scott)  to  announce  their  opinion 
upon  the  present  question.  It  is  a  morti- 
fication to  think  that  a  body  so  ettllghte»- 
ed,  and  so  liberal  as  the  University  of  Ox* 
ford  ought  to  he,  should  wish  to  place  it- 
self foremost  in  resisting  the  claims  of 
their  Christian  brethren.  The  opinion 
then  of  Oxford  is,  that  she  having  heveelf 
heretofore  thrown  off  the  errors  of  the 
Catholic  church,  has  carried  her  refermn 
tion  to  that  point  of  perfection  where  it 
ought  to  stop.  To  the  Catholics  she  will 
not  allow  all  the  tenets  which  she  herself 
formerly  mahitained,  t^  the  reformists  she 
will  not  allow  the  slightest  seeptioism 
upon  so  much  of  those  teneu  as  she  has 
thought  proper  to  retain :  nor  to  tttr  one 
hafa-'s  breadth  beyond  her  line  of  demarca- 
tion. Oxford  is  peHeot.  All  thet  is 
above  her  is  too  high,  all  below  her  too- 
low.  This  is  her  opinion  of  herself,  and, 
she  looks  with  an  oaious  ansterity  upon  all 
who  presume  to  differ  from  her. 

S}r;  I  am  sortr  lo  see  such  a  i^irtt  of 
inioleiihce  and'croelty  in  that  ancient 
seat  of  learnings  It  is  a  matter  of  jum  ap» 
ptehension  ami  regret*  when  we  know 
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tbata  large  proportion  of  the  rising,  gene- 
fition  is  to  be  conmiitted  t«  her  care,  and 
is  likely  to  imbibe  her  feelings  and  opi. 
nioos.  The  manifestation  of  this  spirit  is 
a  grievous  disappointment,  after  the  libe- 
jnafity  displayed  in  the  election  ot  lord 
Grenville,  to  the  distinguished  honour  of 
her  chancellorship,  in  spite  of  the  war- 
whoop  of  No  Popery.  1  am  confident, 
however,  that  there  are,  belonging^ to  that 
great  body,  both  within  the  walls' of  her 
own  colleges,  and  spread  over  the  king- 
dom, many  members  who  widely  dissent 
from  those  opinions  which  have  been  de- 
livered to  OS  as  the  opinions  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  Oxford. 

.  The  learned  jadge  himself  has  adopted 
a  carious  coutse  of  argument.  He  must 
be  supposed  to  speak  with  sincerity  when 
jbe  says  he  wishes  all  obstacles  could  be 
removed ;  that  he  wishes  liberiy  of  con* 
science  could  with  safety  be  universally 
extended.  Yet,  he  tries  to  create  fresn 
x>bstacles,  in  addition  to  those  which  al- 
ready unfortanatelv  exist  in  so  great 
mbmidance.  He  labours  the  matter  with 
both  sides,  to  prevent  a  possibility  of 
union,  and,  as  for  as  I  can  discern,  egregi- 
oqsly  misrepresents  the  state  of  the  case  to 
each.  He  tells  the  Protestants  not  to 
enter  into  any  arrangemenu  with  the  Ca- 
iholicsi  for  that  concession  must  inevitably 
lead  to  the  subversion  of  the  Protestant 
establishment:  and  then«  for  fear  the 
Protestants  should  deride  his  gloomy  fore- 
boding and  be  willing  to  do  their  duty 
10  their  fellow  subjects,  he  turns  to  the 
.Catholics,  and  denounces  them  as  guilty 
^f  nothing  less  than  schism,  if  they  shall 
consent  to  the  Veto,  or  any  thine  at  all 
analogous  to  it.  At  least  the  learned 
judge  may  content  himself  with  the  guar- 
dianship of  the- establishment.  The  Ro- 
man Catholics  can  dispense  with  his  kind 
concern,  and  judge  for  themselves  of  the 
conduct  they  ought  to  pursue.  He  must 
excuse  me  if  on  both  points  I  difier  with 
hi0  altogether.  I  am  neither  judge,  nor 
theologian,  but  when  I  read  the  admission 
of  the  titular  archbishop  of  Armagh,  when 
I  have  laid  before  me  the  body  of  evi- 
dence contained  in  that  most  able  speech, 
delivered  in.the  debate  of  a  former  night 
by  my  hon.  friend  (sir  J.  C.  Hippisley), 
and  which  he  has  since  submitted  to  the 
public  in  the  shape  of  a  pamphlet ;  con- 
tninuif  tjtkt  most  convincing  reasoning, 
Ibunded  upon  the  purest  principles,  and 
ftaoght  with  the  most  protound  erudition, 
wkich  all  would  do  welLlo  consoll :  (those 


lies,  that  they  may  see'on  what  firm  foua* 
dations  they  stand  ;  those  who  have  been 
misled  by  bigots,  that  tht^y  may  see  how 
all  their  false  glosses  fall  before  the  light 
of  truth,  and  the  evidence  of  authentic  do- 
cuments, and   historical  fact):    when  I 
have  even  ti>e  authority  of  Dr.  Milner, 
that  the  Catholics  may  admit  of  a  Veto 
consistently  with  the  tenets  of  their  reli- 
gion :   above  all,  when  I  remember  that 
in  the  year  17§9,  the  prelates  of  Ireland 
were  ready  to  grant  the  Veto  to   the 
crown,  I  am  decidedly  conviflced  that  the 
learned  judge  has  taken  a  very  mistaken 
view  of  the  subject;   and  that  hU  kind, 
but  gratuitous  &ars  for  the  integrity  of 
the  Roman  Catholic  religion,  are  not  only 
overstrained,   but  altogether  groundless. 
The  single  authority  of  Dr.  Milner  od 
this  subject,  such  as  it  is,  would  weigh 
with  me  aji^inst  that  of  the  learned  judge, 
with  all  his  conscientious  scruples  for  tne 
purity  of  the  Catholic  faith. 

The  learned  judge  has  told  the  Catho- 
lics, that  by  granting  a  Veto  they  will  be 
guilty  of  creating  a  schism,  and  be  has 
added  that  a  domestic  nomination  will  be 
equally  fatal  to  their  church.  But,  Sir,  is 
not  this  a  gross  fallacy  ?  Will  the  Catho- 
lics be  deluded  by  it  r  Do  they  not  know, 
does  not  the  learned  judge  know,  that  ia 
many  of  the  Catholic  churches  in  £urope« 
a  Veto  has  been  exercised  by  the  tem- 
poral 8overei|;n  ?  Did  not  the  king  of 
Prussia  exercise  a  Veto,  and  has  not  the 
nomination  of  bishops  in  the  Catholic 
church  of  France,  always  been  purely  do* 
mestic  ?  But  the  learned  judge  is  another 
of  those  whose  reasonings  must  be  ad- 
mitted with  the  greatest  possible  caution: 
and  all  his  scruples  most  nicely  weighed. 
It  is  his  business,  as  well  as  that  of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  to  create 
difficulties,  for  the  purpose  of  throwing  off 
his  own  shoulders  the  odium  of  refusal. 
But  all  difficulties  removed,  they  would 
remain  unchanged.  Oxford,  its  repre- 
sentative, and  the  Chancellor  of  the  jSx- 
chequer  would  shine  forth  in  the  full 
blaze  of  intolerance :  they  would  still  de- 
cide'against  the  smallest  concession  of  the 
Catholic  claims. 

One  part  of  the  speech  of  the  learned 
judge  1  think  savours  of  the  ludicrous  ; 
although  it  was  delivered  without  any  de» 
parture  from  the  general  gravity  of  his 
manner.  He  has  asked  how,  in  the  pre- 
sent state  of  captivity  of  the  Pope,  it 
would  be  poisible  to  approach  him  to  ebp 
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UtB .  hU  tanction  to  any  arraogement 
^hkh  may  be  proposed  ?  In  the  first 
place  it  may  be  answered,  that  the  Popefs 
coQsenti  anterior  to  such  arrangements,  is 
by  uo  means  necessary.  His  sanction 
might  be  obtained  afterwards :  and  un« 
doubted  iy  would  be  so,  if  required,  in 
conformity  to  all  usage :  and  if  not  re- 
<juired,  would  be  offered,  as  was  the  case 
with  the  appointment  of  a  Roman  Catho- 
lic bishop  in  Russia,  to  which  the  Pope 
spontaneously  acceded.  Again,  the  ques- 
tion, one  should  think,  could  be  readily 
-answered  by  a  supporter  of  the  King's 
present  ministers  in  the  oifirmative.  They 
are  so  fertile  in  expedients  of  the  sort, 
they  could  surely  get  at  the  Pope.  They 
could  approach  the  marquis  of  Romana 
by  means  of  a  Catholic  priest,and  thereby 
get  his  army  from  the  Baltic :  auti  they 
who  could  devise  the  brilliant  expedieut 
of  stealing  Ferdinand  VII.  by  the  agency 
of  baron  Kolli,  who  Is  also  reported  to  be 
a  Catholic,  would  surely  be  abie,  hy 
means  of  some  pious  and  astute  Catholic, 
to  approach  the  unfortunate  Pope.  By 
the  way,  one  cannot  help  observing  how 
the  abhorrers  of  the  Catholics  venture  to 
confide  the  roost  important  and  diiBcuIt 
afiiiira  to  the  management  of  the  very 
men  whom  they  profess  so  entirely  to 
distrust  Let  it  be  remembered,  that  in 
the  dreadful  crisis  of  the  mutiny  at  the 
Nore,  to  a  Catholic  priest  was  confided 
the  task  of  bringing  back  to  their  duty 
and  allegiance  the  misguided  seamen. 
Away  with  ail  these  idle  pretexts  for  not 
entering  into  arrangements.  Vfe  admit 
the  danffcr  of  concession  without  adequate 
controul;  but  the  difficulty  of  execution 
is  no  plea  against  an  attempt  to  carry  into 
execution,  what  is  on  all  accounts  so  de- 
sirable, and  necessary. 

In  the  speech  of  the  noble  lord  (Castle- 
reagb)  who  replied  to  the  luminous  and 
philoaophic  oration  of  my  illustrious 
friend  the  member  for  Dublin,  the  fullness 
of  danger  of  yielding  to  the  claims  of  the 
Catholics,  with  an  equivalent  controul  on 
the  nomination  of  their  bishops,  was  forci- 
bly urged,  and  the  influence  of  the  hier- 
archy magnified  to  an  extraordinary  de- 
gree. Be  it  that  tiie  clergy  are  all-powef« 
ful  over  the  minds  of  their  congregations ; 
and  that,  in  the  present  state  of  thii^gs, 
there  is  danger  of  French  influence 
MDongtt  the  prelate^.  How  does  the  con* 
liauaoce  of  the  disabilities  of  the  Catholics 
weaken  that  power,  or  diminish  that  in- 
iluence ;  Is  it  from  tbe  shepherds  ttr  from 
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their  flocks  the  danger  is  apprehended? 
Recollect,  that  without  Catholic  sinews 
not  a  regiment  of  your  own  establishment 
can  be  marched  :  without  Catholic  arms, 
not  an  anchor  in  your  fleet  can  be  weigh- 
ed.  Recollect  how  many  vic^oriestheCaliio* 
lies  of  Ireland  have  achieved  for  the  coun- 
try !  contemplate  tbe  trophies  with  which 
they  have  enriched  you !  then  make  man« 
kind  believe,  if  you  can,  that  you  are 
really  apprehensive  of  the  dangers  arising 
to  you  from  the  Catholic  body  of  Ireland. 
But  you  are  alarmed  at  the  effect  of  French 
ioflaence  over  the  prebtes,  and  of  tbe 
further  extension  of  that  influence.  Doea 
French  influence  now  exist?  What  is  the 
fact?  Why,  that  in  contending  against 
France,  your  armies  are  filled  with  Ca<* 
tholics,  who  are  pouring  forth  their  blood 
to  disprove  so  foolish  a  supposition.  Bat 
grant  your  position  to  be  tme,  is  your 
conduct  consistent  with  common,  sense  ? 
You  disc;ust  the  higher  orders  by  humili* 
tating  dHqualitications,  and  yon  wiil  not 
admit  those  who  you  say  have  the  greatest 
power  over  the  Catholic  mind  u>  any  com* 
rounication  with  yoorselves.  You  aflront, 
instead  of  conci Hating,  men  whose  ser- 
vices are  of  the  utmoHt  importance  to  yon. 
To  cut  them  ofl*from  France,  you  take  tbe 
line  which,  if  any  th*ng  coul*^  would 
drive  them  into  an  immtdiate  connc^ctiqll 
with  your  formidable  en^-my.  it  i^  v*»ry 
material  to  considri  what  ha^  been  (he 
conduct  of  the  Catholic  prelacy  of  Ireland 
upon  the  most  trying  occasions;  and  a 
due  consideration  of  that  conduct  will 
lead  to  the  acknowledgment,  that  the 
bishops  have  at  all  times  evinced  the  purest 
loyalty.  Have  ihey  not  in  the  worst  of 
times,  und«  r  the  bitterest  persecutions,  and 
in  despite  of  the  penal  code,  preached  to 
their  flocks  the  doctrines  of  conciliution 
and  peace  ?  Again,  if  the  Catholic  pre- 
lates of  Ireland  are  se  enthusiastically  at- 
Uched  to  the  papal  chair,  so  blindly  obe- 
dient to  its  spiritual  influence,  as  they  are 
represented,  to  be, .  what  must  be  their 
feelings  with  regard  to  the  emperor  of  the 
Frencn  ?  Instead  of  lending  themselves  ie 
his  projects,  mustnhey  not  rather  considei 
him  as  antichrist  ?  He  who  has  torn  the 
triple  crown  from  the  brow  of  Uke  sove- 
reign pontiff*,  who  has  stripped  him  of  all 
temporal  dignities  and  possessions,  and 
has  redooed  him  to  the  ignominioos  stale  of 
a  vassal  and  a  prisoner,  nmst  be  heU  in  ab» 
horrence  by  all  who  have  any  regard  for 
the  dignity  of  tbe  Holy  Father.  Tbe 
mode  of  reasoning  must  be,  indeed,  straase^ 
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by  which  it  cauki  be  proved  that  those 
prelates,  who  under  all  discoura^ments 
and  persecBttom  have  preserved  their  a!l- 
legtance,  whom  you  do  not  f?ar  to  dis- 
gast,  and  to  >eave  so  disgusted,  eqaalYy 
obnoxKMK  to  foreign  influence,  should  the 
moment  you  treat  them  with  kindness, 
become  traitors  to  that  country  towards 
which  they  had  uniformly  CTinced  their 
fidelity  so  long  as  they  experienced  no- 
thing but  harshness  and  proscription. 

Sir,  the  noble  lord  has  laboured  hard  to 
efvade  the  charge  of  haring  held  out  Catho- 
lic emancipation  as  the  price  which  would 
be  paid  to  the  Catholics  of  Ireland  for  the 
Union,  which  it  was  in  tbeir  power  to 
grant  or  to  withhold,  as  the  boon  or  re- 
ward which  was  to  be  their  compensation 
for  the  surrender  of  their  legislature  and 
of  their  national  independence.     He  says, 
that  at  the  time  of  the  Union,  emancipa- 
tion was  not  stipulated  ;   it  was  to  be  an 
emanation  from ;    it  was  not  to  be  the 
price,  but  the  conseqeence  of^  the  Union. 
pit,  no  words  may  have  passed,  but  the 
meaning  of  the  noble  lord  might  well  be 
interpreted  without  the   intenrention    of 
hmguage.     His  known  disposition  to  grant 
the  claims;  the  known  determination  of 
fhe  Catholics  not  to  hare  acceded  to  the 
tJnion  unless  their  claims  were   granted ; 
Ihe  declarations  made  by  the  most  power- 
fol  of  tbeir  friends  in  this  country,  that 
mriess  an  imperial  parliament  were  esta- 
blished, those  clairas  could  not  be  acceded 
to,  all  tended  to  confirm  the  Catholics  in 
tlie  belief  which  they  undonbtedly  enter- 
tained, that  the  cession  of  their  indepen- 
dence at  the  Union  wonld  be  rewarded 
by  the  restoration  of  their  rights.    "  Don't 
press  your  claims  now ;  soffer  the  Union 
to  be  ef!ected,  and  I  am  your  adTocate.^ 
The  eTcpress  words  may  not  have  passed ; 
but  I  put  it  to  the  noble  Iprd  himself, 
whether  so  much  was  not  to  be  inferred 
from  his  manner  :  whether  the  Catholics 
were  not  instffied  in  drawing  the  conclu- 
sion: and  whether,  if  his  fate  colleague 
io  office,  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer, 
had  been  the  minister  who  had  attempted 
•o  carry  th«t  measure,  it  must  not  altoge> 
ther  have  failed,  because  of  his  bemg 
known  to^  be  from  his  heart,  and  for  erer, 
irreconcilable  to  ^e  rights  of  the  Catho- 
lics }  t^r,  the  Catholics  have  it  not  in  l^etr 
power  to  produce  any  bond  written  with 
Mids  ana  sealed  with  seals,  but  there  is 
Ml  agTMuent  not  written  with  hands,  nor 
•ealed  with  eeala,  eternal  in  the  hearens, 
«*^  ieoord  agaiut  yon  nmil  yonAaH 


execute  your  contract;  to  that  registrv^ 
they  appeal  against  you  for  the  non-fof- 
flloMnt  of  your  moral  obligation.    Doubt- 
less Mr.  Pitt  had  the  measure  in  contem- 
plation immediately  od  the  passing  of 
the   Union.      He  tried  it  prirately,  and 
he  failed.    What  bitter  disappointments 
have     not    the    Catholics   experienced ! 
and,  if  we  had  not  evidence  to  the  con- 
trary,  how  bitter  should    we   not,    rea^ 
soning  upon    the  general   principles   of 
human  nature,  expect  their  resentment  to 
be  ?     A    century    of    persecutions   had 
elapsed,  When   some  portion  of  the  re- 
straints upon  them  were  removed  ;    and 
at  length,  in  the  year  1793,  the  memora- 
ble act  was  passed,  which  permitted  the 
Catholics  to  hold  certain  commissions  in 
the  Irish  army,  with  an  exprels  under- 
standing that  the  same  measure  shooid  bo 
proposed  without  any  delay  in  the  par- 
liament of  the  sister  kingdom.    But  no- 
thing further  was  done,  and  for  seven 
long  years  were  their  hopes  constantly 
baffled,  and    the  state  of  the  army  was 
made  such  as  it  still  remains.     On  one 
side  of  the  narrow  channel  which  divider 
the  two  kingdoms,  an  officer  may  serve 
his  king  under  the  protection  of  the  law ; 
on  the  other,  he  remains  suhject  to  pe- 
nalties for  offering  his  life  in  the  cause  of 
his  country.     In   1 800  they  looked  with 
anxious  well-grounded    expectation    for 
relief.    An  unfoi'eseen  obstacle  arose,  of 
which  we  must  presume  that  the  men 
who  carried  fhe  Union  were  entirely  ig- 
norant.   That  obstacle  is  often  most  tra- 
constitutionally  introduced  into  our  de- 
bates ;  but  however  we  may  individually 
know  and  lament,  that  sncb  an  indisposi- 
tion exists,  (an  indisposition  which  is  I 
fear,  much  more  inflamed  for  aelfiKh  pur- 
poses, than  softened  for  the  public  gotid, 
by  those  who  have  access  to  the  sanctuary ,) 
we  cannot  take  any  noticed  of  ic  in  our  ca- 
pacity, as  forming  one  branch  of  the  legis- 
iature.    The  Union    passed.     Mr.    Pitt 
could  not  accomplish  nis  object,  and  in 
company  with  the  noble  lord  resigned. 
The  disappointment  was  lessened  to  fhe 
Catholic  body,  by  the  evidence  which  was 
thos  given  of  the  sincerity  of  their,  ad- 
vocates.   It   was    then    understood  X\nX 
lord  Melville,  Mr.  Pitt,  and  the  noble 
lord,  would  not  return  to  dBlce  without 
having  it  m  their  power  to  gratify  die 
hopes  of  the   Irish   Catholics.    How  ill 
they  hnd  calculated  upon  the  inteiitiona 
of  those  ministers  events  have  proved.— 
The  noble  krd  (Outlereagh)  soon  re- 
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tucoed  to  office  as  part  of  an  admioistra-  i  his  owd»  on  the  part  of  those  to  whom  he 
iioa  who  were  known  to  be  adverse  to  * 


the  claims  of  the  Catholics.  Another  ad- 
ministration succeeded,  composed  of  the 
leading  persons  who  had  resigned  in  IS01« 
and  under  them  in  1805  the  Catholics 
could  not  have  their  claims  taken  into 
consideration.  The  course  of  events  pro- 
duced another  change  of  ministers ;  and 
at  length,  in  the  year  1 807,  it  was  proposed 
to  assimilate  the  law  of  England  with  that 
of  Ireland,  in  respect  of  the  situation  of 
the  officers  of  the  army,  with  an  extension 
of  similar  rights  to  the  navy.  By  the 
furious  proceedings  of  the  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer  and  his  associates,  the  cup 
was  again  dashed  from  the  lips  of  the  un* 
happy  Catholic,  at  the  ^try  moment 
when  he  expected  to  have  tasted  a  part 
of  its  sweeu.  Three  years  have  again 
elapsed.  One  more  unsuccessful  effort  was 
made  in  1 808  to  induce  the  legislature  not 
to  concede,  but  to  take  the  claims  of  the  Ca- 
tholics into  consideration.— Again,  in  the 
year  18|0,  we  are  called  to  this  discus- 
sion ;  again  we  meet  with  the  same  spirit  of 
intolerance ;  again  tlys  Catholics  will  meet 
the  same  heart-breaking  refusal.^  ~ 

The  noble  lord  lias  recommended  pa- 
tience to   the    Catholics.    Sir»    I  thank 
God  they  have  upon  all  occasions  mani- 
fested their  possession  of  that  virtue  in 
the    most   exemplary   manner.    If  any 
thing   conld   excite  their   feelings  to  a 
pitch  beyond  their  own  controul,  it  would 
be  this  sermon  upon  patienc^  from  the 
noble  lord,  during  whose  different  admi- 
nistrations their  hopes  have  been  so  highly 
raised,   and  so  cruelly  disappointed.    I 
am  confidcht  the  Catholic  body  of  Ireland 
will  act  with  the  moderation  and  temper 
which  have  always  characterized   them, 
although  the  conduct  of  the  noble  lord 
has  been  much  calculated  to  produce  a 
different  effisct.    We  most  not  argue  from 
the  warmth,  or  even  violence  of  an^  parti- 
cular  person  addressing  a   meeting,    or 
iasuinff  a  publication, under  the  keen  sense 
of  sunerfog,  and  using  intemperate  lan- 
guage, to  the  feelings  and  demeanor  of 
the  whole  collective  mass  of  the  Catholics. 
We  have  had  recent  experience,  indeed, 
that  one  misguided  or  misguiding  man  may 
convulse  the  moral  feclmgs  of  a  whole 
country,  and  throw  an  obstacle   in  the 
way  01  a  most  beneBcial  national  arrange- 
ment.   The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
succeeded  in  so  doing,  and  thereby  ob- 
tained the  reins  of  power ;  but  let  us  hope 
that  no  intemperance  corresponding  with 


denies  justice,  will  be  permitted  to  defeat 
iheir  objects,  and  further  his. 

The  noble  lord  has  tokl  us  that   he 
conceives  there  are  many  argmbents  which 
might  be  successfully  urged  to  .convince 
the  most  obstinate  enemies  to  the  Catho 
lie  claims  of  the  propriety  of  granting 
them.     He  again  alludes  in  an  unparlia* 
liamentary  manner  to  the  one  great  oh* 
btacJe,  but  he  adds,  that  in  time  Im  con- 
ceives many  persons  will  be  induced  to 
yield  to  those  reasons  as  well  as  himself. 
Sir,  I  have  seen  the  noble  lord  twice  as* 
sociated    with   ministers  the    tenure    of 
whose  office  was  the  exclusion  of  the  Ca« 
tholics.    I  should  be  glad  to  know  whe«  . 
ther  the  noble  lord   ever  exerted  his  la- 
lenls  to  convince  either  of  those  two  per* 
sons  on  this  subject ;  particularly,  whe- 
ther before  the  formation  of  the  last  ad* 
ministration,  or  dqrintf  its  existence,  tht 
noble  lord    ever   tried  to  convince  thf 
present  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  of 
this  his  great  political  error,  as  it  was  his 
bounden  duty  to  do ;  or  whether  he  found 
him  an  unmalleable  mass  of  bigotry,  not 
to  be  moved  by  any  exertion  the  nobit 
lord  could  make,  from  his  short-sighted 
purpose  ? — Sir,  I  fear  the  experiment  was 
never  tried,  and  the  noble  lord  by  joining 
the  ministry,  contributed  to  throw    lar 
back  the  Catholic  claims.    But  the  speech 
of  the  noble  lord  to-night  has  been  of  » 
complexion    very    different  from    those 
which  we  have  heard  firom  liim  upon  si- 
milar   occasions,  whilst    he  was  in  the 
trammels  of  official  situation.    It  breathes 
a  purer  air.    The  noble  lord  has  shone  ia 
a  former  part  of  this  session  as  an  orator,, 
and  in  the  course  of  this  debate  he  haii 
spoken  more  like  a  statesman  than  ever 
we  heard  him  speak  whilst  he  had  any 
share  in  the  conduct  of  affairs  of  state,    i 
fear  his  vote  will  be  in  contradiction  to 
his  speech.    Nevertheless,  the  speech  will 
do  good.    I  congratulate  the  Irish  on  th» 
emancipation  of  the  noble  lord,  and  I  con- 
gratulate  the  noble  lord.     1    congratu- 
late the    right    hon.   gent,   under    him 
(Mr.  Cannin|;)  that  he  is  also  free  to  de- 
clare his  sentiments,  and  vote  according  t» 
his  feelings,  upon  a  point  of  such  tran- 
scendant  importance,  noth  to  the  commo- 
nity,  and  to  each  member  of  the  legisla- 
ture who  is  called  to  decide  upon  it.     It 
is  not  unworthy  of  remark,  that  the  two 
friends  to  the  claims  of  the  Catholics  who 
j'Oined  the  anticatholic  administration,  for 
their  own  reasons^  have  hoth  relinquished 
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tholics,  no  longer  thrown  in  their  teeth  f 
Why  are  we  no  longer  told  that  the  Ca- 
tholic, though  sworn,  is  not  under  any 


their  situations  in  consequence  of  the  con- 
duct of  the  one  towards  the  other. 

We  have  no  lunger  a  cabinet  composed 
of  jarring  opinions  on  this  point :  it  is  one 
pure,  uiiadulit'rated  lump  of  bigotry,  ani- 
niated  by  one  prin  iple,  and  acting  under 
one  iiiipul>e.  Tfte  only  anli.lote  is  re- 
pva  •  d  «i^cu*iMoi).  1  wonder  at  the  opi- 
ji  mi  J  livercd  by  the  noble  lord,  that  the 
Cadintic  raiise  i.s  prejudiced  by  being  re- 
peaiedly  hrougiu  under  the  consideration 
of  piirliaraeir .  I  fe»»l  perfectly  certain 
that  It  has  been  material ty  advanced  by 
the  debates  which  have  taken  place.  Docs 
ht;  hnd  that  our  opponents  now  will  ven- 
ture to  rely  on  the  same  arguments  to 
w^ich  they  heret<»toie  trusted  ?  Do  we 
see  all  the  same  ch^mpioni^  in  the  6eld  r 

Repeated  discussion  drives  bigotry  from 
her  strong  holds.  As  in  other  quesrions 
which  stand  upon  the  immoveable  ha  is  of 
reason  and  iru*h,the  like  effect  has  been 
produced  by  unwearied  and  reiterated 
discusM  n ;  so  in  this  the  debates  which 
have  already  takt^n  place  have  exposed 
many  fallacies, destroyed  many  prejudices, 
and  driven  out  of  the  fteLI  the  most  vio- 
lent advocates  of  intolerance.  By  debate 
upon  debate,  that  monster  the  slave-trade 
W9S  overcome.  By  the  same  means  the 
«ruel  restrictions  upon  the  Catholics  will 
be  rttoioved,  as  mists  are  dispelled  by  the 
noun*day  sun.  SSo  far  from  agreeing  with 
the  nc  ble  lord,  that  these  frequent  discus- 
•ions  give  power  to  the  enennes  of  the 
question,  I  think  th^it  we  acquire  power  by 
every  fresh  debate.  Let  us  take  one 
amongst  many  instances  of  our  progress, 
^he  coronation  oatii  used  to  be  placed  in 
the  van  of  the  batile  against  the  Catholic 
claims.  The  coronation  oath  is  aban- 
doned. I  The  false  statements  which  were 
made  respecting  it,  the  false  inferences 
which  were  drawn  from  them,  have  been 
CO  often  and  so  fully  exposed,  it  has  be- 
come quite  harmless.  Its  advocates  are 
ashamed  of  it !  h  not  the  desertion  of  the 
coronation  oath  a  step  gained  by  the  Ca- 
tholics ?  Is  it  not  another  great  step  gain- 
ed, that  the  University  of  Oxford,  not- 
withstanding the  opinion  delivered  as  hert 
by  the  learned  Civilian,  has  elected  lorJ 
Grenville  her  Chancellor?  Have  we  not 
heard  from  the  noble  lord  (Dorsley)  who 
bat  just  been  returned  by  the  rich  and 
populous  county  ot  G  oucester,  that  in  the 
progress  of  his  canvas  he  fouud  a  very 
large  finiportion  of  his  constituents  in  fa- 
vour of  vtie Catholic  claims  ?  Why  are  the 
dogmas,  formerly  imptited  to  Roman  Ca- 


ob ligation  to  keep  faith  ?  Why  do  we  no 
longer  hear  of  general  sweeping  absolu- 
tions, licensing  all  treachery,  and  wash- 
ing away  all  crime  .^  Because  such  absor- 
d  I  lies  can  no  longer  be  credited.  Because 
the  right  hon.  gent,  no  longer  ventures  (o 
impose  upon  his  audience  the  nauseous 
absurJitits  which  he  used  formerly  to 
urge  with  so  much  vehemence,  ,and  not 
without  some  effect.  The  pamphlet  of 
the  learned  doctor  appended  to  the  new 
edition  of  the  History  of  the  Inquisition, 
to  which  I  before  alluded,  has,  together 
with  its  more  bulky  accompaniment, 
fallen  siiil-born  from  the  press.  Are  not 
these  signs  of  the  advancement  of  the  Ca- 
tholic cause  ? 

The  right  hon.  Secretary  of  State,  who 
thought  proper  to  open  so  violent  an  at- 
tack upon  my  right  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Pon* 
sonby,)  has,  with  equal  solemnity,  and 
equal  success  directed  his  shafts  againjt 
lord  Grenville.  I  wonder  the  right  hon. 
gent,  should^  so  far  ^ve  forgotten  dates 
and  circumstances,  as  to  have  asserted 
that  the  masterly  letter  addressed  by  lord 
Grenville  to  lord  Fingal,  was  iishered  into 
the  world  at  a  moment  when  lord  Gren- 
ville expected  anew  administration  would 
be  formed,  in  which  he  would  in  course 
have  a  prominent  share ;  thereby  insi- 
nuating that  lord  Grenville  had  constructed 
his  letter,  and -published  it,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  facilitating  his  access  to  office.  It 
seems  the  right  hon.  gent,  has  need  to  be 
informed  that  lord  Grenville'a  letter  was 
not  published  till  after  the  meeting  of  par- 
liament in  the  present  year  ;  that  an  offer 
had  been  made  to  that  noble  lord  of  official 
situation  many  months  antecedent  to  that 
period,  which  offer  had  been  speedijy  and 
peremptorily  declined:  and  that  after  the 
offices  had  been  tendered  to  every  variety 
and  description  of  person,  the  right  hoo. 
.  gent,  had  found  himself  a  secretary,  to  the 
surprise  of  the  world,  if  not  to  his  own 
astonishment.  So  much  for  the  fairness  of 
the  representation  of  the  motives  of  my 
noble  friend  in  publishing  his  letter.  ^ 
much  for  the  accuracy  of  the  hon.  secre- 
tary's dates,  and  the  fidelity  of  his  report 
of  circumstances. 

If,  however,  I  could  believe  my  ears,  I 
should  derive  some  consolation  from  the 
speech  of  the  right  hon.  gent.  If  I  heard 
htm  right,  keeping  back  the  cogent  argu- 
ment which  the  originality  or  his  owa 
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l^nius  tvottid  ceruiftl}'  haY«  furnished, 
end  restraining  the  copious  flow  of  his 
own  imtgin^tiony  be  selected  some  pas- 
sages from  the  letter  of  lord  Grenvilie  to 
read,  which  passages  he  said  had  his  en- 
tire concurrence.  We  all  know  how  pos- 
sible it  is  to  take  out  particular  passages 
from  any  writing,  which,  abstracted  from 
the  context,  may  gi? e  a  sens^  diametri- 
cal!;^ opposite  to  that  which  the  whole 
writing  would  convey,  and  which  the  ao- 
Cbor  intended.  If  indeed  the  right  hon. 
gent,  has  imbibed  any  particle  of  the 
spirit  of  the  illustrious  author  whom  he 
has  quoted,  1  should  bail  it  as  a  most  aus- 
picious omen.  Even  the  lack  of  ail  other 
resource  displayed  by  the  right  hon.  gent., 
in  the  shift  to  which  he  has  been  obliged 
to  have  recourse,  is  not  without  its  conso- 
lation. Will  the  right  hon.  gent,  consent 
with  lord'  Grenvillc  to  go  into  a  Commit- 
tee, to  inquire  into  the  nature  and  extent 
of  ihe  securities  which  it  may  be  neces- 
sary to  •  take  from  the  Catholics,  in  order 
to  enable  us  to  grant  to  them  4heir  just 
righu  ?  Sir,  I  am  sure  he  will  not.  Why 
then  afiect.to  pay  a  hollow  compliment  to 
lord  Grenville  ?  Why  ask  of  my  right  hon. 
friend  an  explanation  with  regard  to  the 
Veto?  An  explanation  the  most  tri- 
umphant has  been  given  by  my  right  hon. 
friend;  but  neither  the  right  hon.  gent., 
nor  any  other  of  his  Majesty's  ministers, 
are  one  bit  nearer  to  the  point  or  con- 
ciliation. ' 

I  cannot  omit  thii  opportunity  of  ex- 
pressing my  satisfaction  that  this  qaestion 
hail  again  been  discussed,  in  order  that  the 
nature  of  the  Veto*  may  be  appreciated. 
Its  importance  has  been  much  over-rated. 
I  confess,  I  think  it  was  prematurely 
brought  forward  by  my  right  hon.  friend. 
It  should  rather  have  come  into  discussion 
in  a  committee,  if  granted,  and  been  pro- 
posed as  part  of  a  reciprocal  agreement  by 
the  Catholics,  when  it  had  been  ascer- 
tained by  them  whether  any,  and  what 
attention  would  be  pnid  by  the  legislature 
to  their  claims,  than  have  been  put  gra- 
tuitously forward.  1  do  not  believe  it 
made  one  convert  to  the  cause  of  justice, 
but  since  it  was  mentioned  it  has  affi>rded 
a  constant  source  of  distraction  amongst 
the  Catholics  themselves,  and  a  constant 
topic  of  misrepresentation  amongst  their 
enemies.  This  discussion  has  again  placed 
the  matter  upon  its  right  footing. 

It  has  been  cruelly  said,  that  the  priva- 
tions of  the  Catholics  are  few  and  light ; 
that  they  suffer  nothing  material  under  the 
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remnant  of  the  penal  code.  Can  gentle- 
men shut  their  eyes  to  the  hardships  to 
which  they  are  exposed ;  to  the  disabilities 
under  which  they  labour :  and  tauntingly 
say  their  grievances  are  imaginary  ?  Whi- 
ther can  the  Catholic  flee,  that  his  disgrace 
does  not  follow  him  ?  In  what  act  can  be 
be  engaged  that  he  is  not  visited  by  op>» 
pressive  and  injurious  distinctions?  Has 
not  the  House  been  made  acquainted  by 
the  hon.  baronet  with  what  has  occiirred 
in  Sicily  ?  a  Catholic  country!  where  the. 
Catholic  saldicr  serving  in  the  British 
army  has  been  refused  the  free  exercise  of 
bis  religion !  With  a  proper  deference  to 
the  national  establishment  in  the  Catholic 
countries  "Where  our  troops  are  serving, 
the  British  soldier  is  ordered  to  pay  obei- 
sance, by  presenting  arms  to  the  host ; 
but  if  he  himself  should  be  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  persuasion,  by  a  cruel  contrast 
he  is  denied  the  consolations  of  •  the  reliw 
gion  which  it  is  acknowledged  that  all 
sects  of  christians  ought  to  respect. 

The  armies  of  tord  Wellington  and  sir 
John  Stuart  are  filled  with  Catholic  sol- 
diers. They  may  again,  as  they  have 
done  heretolore,  fight  and  conquer ;  they 
may  purchase  the  redemption  of  the  li- 
berty of  other  nations  and  maintain  oitf 
own  with  their  blood,  but  if  they  survive, 
they  may  not 'return  thanks  to  God,  who 
IS  the  giver  of  ail  victory,  after  the  ritea 
of  their  own  religion,  and  in  the  manner 
which  they  must  deem  the  most  expret* 
sive  of  their^  gratitude  for  the  past,  and 
most  likely  to  propitiate  future  blessingSb 
If  they  fall,  when  sinking  into  the  grave 
they  are  denied  those  consolations  to  the 
dying,  which  to  the  Catholic  christian  are 
beyond  all  pricv;  they  are  interdicted 
the  presence  of  their  priests !  Supposing  « 
C:ithoiic  soTdier  so  to  have  signalised  him* 
self  in  battle,  that  the  commander  in  chief 
were  to  select  him,  accompanied  by  the 
acclamations  of  the  M>hole  army,  for  pro- 
motion ;  if  it  should  unfortutiately  turn 
out  that  the  hero  is  a  Catholit ,  hisvalonr 
eould  not  be  rewarded ;  the  keen  disap- 
pointment must  be  experienced,  which 
his  conscientious  feelings  of  religion  would 
have  procured  for  him,  and  the  best  in- 
centive to  good  conduct,  its  jui^t  and  high 
reward,  would  be  lost.  Is  not  thfs  con- 
duct on  the  part  of  a  country  towards  ita 
courageous  defenders  monstrous  ungrate. 
foJ,  inhuman !  Can  it,  ougbt  it  any  longer 
to  be  borne  }  Can  respect  for  any  preji^ 
cices,  entertained  in  any  quarter,  throw  a 
veil  over  such  injustice,  or  affird  any 
•pology  for  its  continuance  ? 
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Sir,  the  consideratioa  has  often  occurred 
to  me,  how  few  there  are  of  those  eveo 
who  have  the  reputation  of  being  the  best 
ineiructed,  who  are  aware  of  the  very 
aleader  distinctions  existing  between  the 
tenets  insisted  on  by  the  church  of  Eng- 
land, in  many  cases,  and  those  of  the 
church  of  Rome  :  and  one  cannot,  forget 
the  remarkable  circumstance  which  oc- 
curred in  the  debate  of  the  other  night. 
When  my  hon.  friend,  the  worthy  baronet, 
to  whose  admirabte  speech  allusion  cannot 
too  frequently  be  made,  quoted  a  canon  of 
the  church  of  England,  the  member  for 
Yorkshire,  from  whom  such  a  mistake  was 
the  least  to  be  apprehended,  wsrs  surprised, 
and  could  not  oelp  exclaiming :  "  That  is 
a  canon  of  the  church  of  Rome/'  He 
was  contradicted  by  the  hon.  baronet,  and 
informed  that  the  first  state-nent  he  had 
made  was  corr<!»ct;  that  the  church  of 
England  had  laid  down  the  rule  at  which 
the  hon.  member  started,  respecting  con- 
fession made  to  priests.  Such  is  the  ig- 
norance or  misapprehension  respecting 
the  exclusive  adherence  to  many  of  those 
very  doctrines  on  the  part  of  the  Roman 
Cal&olic  church,,  from  which  so  much 
tlanger^is  apprehended.— -You  object  to 
the  Catholics'  doctrines,  which  are  your 
own  aa  well  as  theins,  and  von  take  the 
exposition  of  their  principles,  not  from 
their  mouths,  but  from  the  mouths  of  their 
enemies.  You  assume  to  yourselves  rights 
which  you  do  not  possess;  you  deprive 
others  of  the  enjoyment  of  rights  which 
are  unalienable. 

Suffer  the  Catholics  to  speak  for  them- 
selves, and  to  plead  their  own  cause. 
When  the  great  apostle  of  the  Gentiles, 
whom,  God  thought  fit,  by  a  special  in- 
tervention of  his  power,  to  convert  to  the 
belief  in  Christ  Jesus,  after  having  lain  in 
bonds*  and  been  tormented  with  stripes, 
was  brought  before  the  Roman  governors, 
and  lastly  before  king  Agrippa,  although 
he  was  accused  as  a  pestilent  fellow  and  a 
aower  of  sedition,  he  was  permitted  to 
speak  for  himself :  that  great  orator  then 
"  stretched  forth  his  hand  and  spake,  and 
deemed  himself  happy  that  he  was  per- 
mitted to  speak  for  himself  before  the 
king  touching  all  the  things  of  which  he 
was  accused.  That  which  was  conceded 
by  a  pagan  to  a  christian,  shall  we  not, 
who  call  ourselves  christians,  concede  to 
our  christian  brethren  ?  listen  then  to  the 
.Toice  of  the  Catholics,  expressed  in  their 
petition  presented  in  the  year  1 609 !  There 
you  will  find  a  full  expositieo  ud  detail 


of  all  their  grievances,  and  the  whole  of 
their  prayer  for  redress.  Their  language* 
from  repeated  disappointment,  may  have 
become  more  warm ;  but  all  they  ask  of 
you,  is  to  go  into  a  committee  for  the  par- 
pose  of  considering  their  claims.  A  boon 
you  may  surely  grant  without  risk  or  daii- 
ger.  Not  only  b  it  ^  boon  which  yoa 
may  coqcede  without  any  risk  or  danger, 
but  it  is  what  the  Catholics  iiave  a  right 
to  demand,  and  you  have  nO  right  to  re- 
fuse, in  order  that  it  may  be  seen  whether 
in  their  tenets  or  in  their  conduct  there  is 
any  thing  which  can  justify  you  io  main* 
taintng  asainst  them  the  remnant  of  that 
system  of  persecution  by  which  they  have 
been  so  long  oppressed. 

Sir,  my  right  han«  friend,  in  his  opening 
speech,  talked  of  the  dungeons  of  theo- 
logy and  the  madhouse  of  casuistry.*^! 
am  not  versed  in  the  voluminous  wntings 
which  have  encumbered  and  obscured  the 
truths  delivered  io  us  in  the  gospel,  but  io 
me^  as  to  all  men,  are  open  the  wrttinga  of 
the  Evangelists,  wherein  alone  we  caa 
find  the  history  of  the  transactions  of  the 
Divine  Dispenser  of  our  revelation ; 
wherein  alone  are  recorded  the  words 
which  fell  from  his  mouth.  |  do  not 
there  find  any  authority  given  to  man  to 
persecute  his  fellow  man,  because  he  does 
not  accept  the  same  interpretation  with 
himself,  of  all  the  mysteries  of  our  reli- 
gion. I  do  not  there  find  that  I  have  the 
right,  however  I  may  have  the  power,  to 
deprive  my  neighbour  of  the  free  enjoy- 
ment of  all  the  civil  blessings  of  that  com- 
munity in  which  we  live,  bedaute  he 
takes  the  sacred  symbolical  words  uttered 
by  our  Saviour,  in  a  sense  more  literal 
than  I  do.  Religion  is  a  matter  of  con* 
comment  to  each  individual  man.  No 
man,«-no  collection  of  men  can  impose  a 
belief  upon  another.  They  can  have  no 
right  then  to  deprive  any  man,  or  descrip- 
tion of  men,  of  their  civil  freedom,  on  ac- 
count of  their  conscientious  scruples.  It 
has  been  said  there  is  a  natural  connec- 
tion between  the  church  and  state.  That 
position  I  deny.  That  there  ought  to  be 
an  union  between  the  state  and  a  church 
establishment  I  admit;  but  when  the 
state  unites  with  the  church,  she  ought 
not  to  lend  her  strength  to  the  church  for 
the  purpose  of  persecuting  all  who  dissent 
from  her  tenets.  If  sectarists  assume  the 
cloak  of  religion  for  political  purposes, 
and  make  their  tenets  the  rallying  point 
of  disafiection,with  a  view  either  to  over- 
throw tbe  AatiwU  esUUiatuACAW  or  to  oo 
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injury  to  Ike  title  ku^,  ikfn  ought  re« 
Btrainta  lo  Im  impowd,  and  diiabilitiei  to 
be  created^  which  woirfd  not  indeed  be 
retlramts  upon,  religion,  but  reatraints 
upon  those  bad  purposes  for  whieh  bad 
men  would  use  religioue  differences  as  a 
cloak.-^The  simple  question  then  for  you 
to  consider  is  this  :  Is  the  Catholic  mi* 
gion  assumed  by  the  Irish  for  such  pur- 
poses }  Are  they  actually  traitors  to  the 
state,  or  does  their  religion  dispose  them 
to  become  so } 

In  answer  to  these  questions  you  have 
their  solemn  declarations.~-You  have  the 
oaths  they  hare  taken— You  have  the 
eridence  of  their  cotiscientious  scruples, 
cyincedby  their  refusal  to  take  those  oaths 
which  are  the  only  obstacles  to  their  pos- 
sessing temporal  honours  and  power* 
You  have  their  conduct. 

Can  you  refuse  to  accede  to  the  motion 
of  my  right  hon.  friend  ?  It  may  be  so : 
and  I  fear  it  will.  But  I  would  still  in- 
culcate the  doctrines  of  patience  and  per- 
severance to  the  Catholics.  Their  disap- 
pointments have  been  great  and  nume- 
rous; inveterate  prejudices  may  still 
exist,  prejudices  which  I  fear  even  the 
noble  lord  did  not  endeavour  to  dissipate, 
when  he  was  in  a  situation  of  confidence, 
which  would  have  entitled  him  to  urge 
those  reasons,  by  which  he  thinks  the 
most  adverse  might  be  convinced.  Yet, 
if  patience  can  be  preserved,  the  time  will 
assOredly  come  when  the  Catholics  will 
be  admitted  to  their  rigfits,  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  fhe  full  benefits  of  the  constitu- 
tton.  Then,  and  then  only  can  be  put 
foflh  the  fell  strength  of  the  empire. 

Mr.  Carui£wg.— Sir ;  The  hon.  gent,  in 
referring  to  former  declarations  made  by 
different  persons  on  the  subject  of  the  Ca- 
tholic claims,  has  done  me  JQsiice,  in  not 
imputing  to  me  the  charge  of  having  en- 
tered into  any  pledge  against  that  portion 
of  his  Majesty's  subjects.  But  if  I  am  not 
coatonted  with  that  exculpation,  I  am 
dud  of  this  opporttfnily  to  declare,  in  the 
lace  of  this  House  and  of  my  country,  not 
only  that  on  no  occasion,  directly  or  indi- 
rectly, remotely  or  by  implicatiou,  did  I 
ever  give  to  any  man,  or  any  set  of  men, 
socha  pledee;  but  that  I  have  always 
kept  myself  and  consider  myself  at  thiff 
BBomeot  perfectly  free,  on  this  most  mo- 
mentous question,  to  act  according  to  the 
dictates  of  my  jndmient  and  my  con- 
icience,  and  have  adopted  no  positive  and 
invarieble  opinioii  upon  a  subject  which 
appean  to  me  to  be  in  itself  a  question  of 


I  policy,  liable  to  many  attd  great  varia- 
tions ;  Tiable  to  be  kmuenced  by  oonsiw 
derations  and  by  circumstances  w4iicb 
the  wisest  cannot  anticipate,  nor  the  mosi 
poweHHi^  controul.  I  have  never  viewed 
this  question* as  an  abstract  question,  on 
which  the  right  and  the  wrong  are  clearly 
and  permanently  ascertained,  but  as  one 
upon  which  the  final  decision  must  be  re- 
served until  political  expediency,  as  well 
as  moral  fitness,  shall^  concur  to  recom* 
mend  it.  Earnestly,  therefore,  as  I  pro* 
test  against  being  included  in  the  nmnber 
of  those,  if  any  such  there  be,  who  are 
pledged  either  in  opinion  or  by  engage- 
ment  against  the  claims  of  the  CathoKcs, 
I  equally  disavow  an^  pledge  the  other 
way,  and  desire  to  retain  a  perfect  tiberty 
of  conduct.  I  disclaim  any  mference  that 
may  be  drawn  from  my  having  followed 
my  late  right  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Pitt)  ona 
of  office  in  1801,  when  he  resigned  on 
this  question :  I  should  have  followed  him 
equally  on  any  other  gromd.  My  con- 
duct  on  that  occasion  was  dictated  by  po- 
litical oprnional  attachment.  I  was  nei- 
ther of  importance  to  be  called  upon  to 
give,  nor  old  I  in  fact  give  any  pledge 
that  I  would  not  accept  of  oQce  again  exr 
cept  on  certain  conditions.  I  have  ac» 
cepted  office  since,  at  two  difierent  times : 
first,  with  my  r'ljght  hon.  fiiend  in  ]  804, 
on  precisely  the  same  principle  pn  whieH 
I  followed  him  out  of  office  in  1801.  ThO 
second  time,  on  the  formation  of  the  pre- 
sent government,  when  I  acted  on  wfaal 
I  conceived  a  true  sense  ,of  public  duty« — 
but  not  on  the  ground  of  any  pledge- 
whatever  on  this  or  any  other  public  ques- 
tion. 

As  to  the  immediMe  question  before 
the  House,  although  I  cannot  vote  for 
going  into  the  committee,  I  do  not  mean 
at  the  same  time  to  deny  or  diseis^e  my 
o|>inion,  that  it  would  l^e  highly  deslraMc^ 
highly  conducive  to  the  strength  and  hap- 
piness of  the  empire,  that  all  the  darinng 
and  conflicting  interests  of  Protestants  and 
Catholics  should  be  reconciled.  I  thinks 
moreover,  that,  great  as  are  the  difficul- 
ties which  now  oppose  such  recond fiatfoq, 
the  time  will  most  certainly  ceiae  wfaon 
its  consummation  shall  take  place.  The 
present  time  I  do  not  think  ripe  for  its  ac«* 
complishment.  How  is  it  possible' for  any* 
man  so  to  consider  it,  wnen  one  of,tbo 
two  contending  parties  h  at  variance  with* 
in  itseff ?  It  is  not  a  Httfe  exthu>nifnanr« 
that  Pirotestanu  should  be  expecied  to  be 
of  one  mind  as  to  granting  every  Am§  to 
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the  Catholics*  when  such  a  diBCordanc^.  of 
opinions  reigns  amongst  .the  Catholics 
themselves^  as  to  the  terms  on  which  sach 
gcant  would  be  acceptable  to  them  ?  It 
has  been  argued  rather  whimsically,  that 
the  granting  party 'should  be.  prepared  to 
ofifer  terms  to  the  petitioning  party  :  but 
aurely  it  is  for  those  who  seek  a  concession 
in  their  own  favour,  to  propose  those 
means  of  security  and  those  terms  of  ar- 
rangement, without  which  it  is  admitted 
on  ail  hands  that  concession  could  not  be 
rationally  made. 

My  right  hon.  friends  above  have  rested 
their  opposition  to  the  motion  this  night 
on  this  sole  ground,  the  want  of  any  ade- 
<|uate  security ,  the  absence  of  any  definite 
'luggeHtioii  on  the  part  of  the  Catholics, 
in  the  room  of  that  which  was  tendered 
leO  years  ago,  and  which  has  been  since 
publicly  withdrawn.     To  this  single  point 
the  qtiestloa  has  heen  this  night  narrowed 
by  the  right  hon.  mover  himself,  (to  whose 
temp'  r  in  the  discussion  of  a  sti^bject  cal- 
'Culated  to  excite  so  many  angry  passions, 
I  must  pay  my  humble  tribute   of  ap- 
plause;) but  who,  in  my  mind,  has  brought 
the  question  before  the  House  this  year, 
rather  as  a  matter  of  duty,  than  of  pru- 
dence ;  and  with  a  full  conviction,  that  in 
the  present  state  of  men's  minds  on  both 
sides  of  the  question,  his  motion  must  be 
unsuccessful.  '  1  am  sincerely  glad   that 
my  right  hon.  friends  have   been  con- 
tented to  meet  the  right  hon.  mover  on 
ihis  narrow  ground  in  the  present  debate, 
abstaining  from  all  those  generalities  re- 
specting the  nature  of  the  Catholic  reli- 
giot^  which  have  given  to  former  discus- 
sions on  this  subject  so  hostile  and  angry 
a  character.    And  it  is  no  less  a  satisfac- 
tion to  me,  that  on  the  other  side,  the 
question  has  not  been  urged  on  any  ab- 
stract principle  of  right :  a  mode  of  ar- 
fument,  which,  if  it  bad  been  employed, 
should  have  felt  myself  obliged,  as  much 
^8  the  most  bigotted  Protestant,  to  resist. 
.  To  maintain  the  claims  of  the  Catholics 
on,  such  a  ground,  is  in  effect  nothing  sess 
than  to  argue  that  there  should  be  no  na- 
tional established  rejision  at  all :  it  u  to 
argne  against  the^  policy  of  all  nations, 
ancient  or    modern,   with  the    political 
frame  of  which  some  system  of  religion, 
pure  or  corrupt,  has  invariably  been  asso- 
ciated and  incorporated,  to  uphold  and 
consecrate  the  civil  establishments.    The 
hon.  bart  (sir  J.  Newport)  who  alone  has 
insist^  npon  this  argument  of  right,  has 
i|ol  altei^ptedl  to  prove   that  this   in- 


variable system  of  national-  policy  bw 
been  uniformly  wrong.  If,  as  the  hon, 
hart,  insists,  it  is  the  rfght  of  the  Catholics^ 
to  be  admitted  to  all  the  privileges  and 
immunities  of  the  constitution,  it  is  iojus^ 
tice,  it  is  tyranay  to  withhold  theta,  A 
st^te,  then,  has  no  right  to  maintain  its 
established  religion  by'  any  exclusive  pri- 
vileges; and  if  the  Catholics  possess  a 
right  to  be  admitted  to  all  privileges  oa 
the  footing  of  the  members  of  the  estab« 
lished  church,  so  do  all  the  dissenters  of 
every  denomination.  The  necessary  con- 
sequence of  such  doctrine  would  be,  the 
destruction  of  all  national  religion,  a« 
suw  h",  and  the  establishment  of  unlimited 
sectarianism  in  its  room. 

Tlie  wiser  advocates  of  the  Catholic 
claims,  however,  have  abstained  from 
placing  them  on  this  ground ;  as,  on  the 
other  hand,  the  opponents  of  these  claims 
have  desisted  from  those  arguments  drawn 
from  the  nature  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
religion,  which,  if  pushed  to  their  fiill 
extent,  would  go  to  prove  not  only  tha 
establishment,  but  the  toleration  of  that 
religion,  to  be  incompatible  with  the 
safety  of  a  Protestant  state. 

I,  indeed,  agree  with  my  right  hon. 
friend  who  opened  the  debate  this  night 
(sir  Wm.  Scott),  that  the  chastised  and  pu- 
rified system  of  religion  which  we  Pro- 
testants are  happy  enough  to  profess, 
stripped  as  it  is  of  all  the  follies  and  cor- 
ruptions with  which  the  Catholic  chnrch 
is  infected  and  incumbered,  is  in  every 
view,  moral  or  political,  to  be  preferred  to 
any  other.  But  at  the  sametime,!  confess 
I  cannot  share  all  the  fears  which  he  ex- 
prcss4;s  for  the  security  of  that  Protestant 
church,  if  Catholics  should  .be  admitted 
into  a  more  equal  participation  of  the 
benefits  of  the  civil  constitution.  The 
principle  of  "  no  faith  with  heretics,''  and 
ttie  supposed  unlimited  power  of  abso- 
lution, have  always  been  represented  as 
the  two  great  sources  of  practical  danger 
from  Catholics  living  under  a  Protestant 
state. — And  upon  these  two  points  I  con* 
fess  the  very  able  speech  of  an  hon* 
baronet  (sir  J.  C.Hippisley)  who  seconded 
the  motion,  (and  which  iias  been  since 
published  in  tlie  form  of  a  pamphlet)  ap- 
pears to  contain  much  substantial  and  con- 
solatory information.  It  is,  to  my  mind» 
clearly  demonstrated  by  the  reasoAing  of 
that  speech  and  its  accompanying  doco* 
ments,  that  there  is  no  such  danger  from 
the  operation  of.  these  supposed  principles 
of  the  Catholic  church,  at  we  bad  beea 
taught  to  apprehend. 
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I  purposely  forbear,  however^  from 
going  at  length  into  any  discussion  of  this 
part  of  the  subject,  which  the  course  of 
this  night's  debate  does  not  appear  to 
bring  necessarily  before  us.  My  objec- 
tion to  the  motioo  is  of  quite  another  sort. 
I  object  to  it  m  liatitu: ;  because,  with  all 
my  professions  of  good  wilJ,  with  all  my 
disaTowal  of  hostility  or  suspicion  towards 
the  Catholics,  I  cannot  see  the  use  of 
agitating  the  question  at  present ;  I  can- 
not see  what  practical  approach  is  likely 
to  be  made  to  adjustment,  by  consenting 
to  go  into  the  committee  now  proposed. 

No  secori^  or  engagement  is  offered 
on  the  part  of  the  Catnolics.  Their  very 
advocates  are  obliged  to  come  forward 
with  censure  against  the  Cs^tholics,  for 
withdrawing  that  security  which  on  a 
former  occasion  was  proposed  to  parlia* 
ment  in  their  name.  The  right  hon.  gent, 
who  brought  forward  the  motion,  has  in« 
deed  tbought  it  expedient  now  to  under- 
value that  former  proposed  security,  and 
domestic  nomination  is  now  in  his  mind 
infinitely  to  be  preferred  to  the  Veto. — 
For  mv  own  part«  I  think  that  nothing  less 
than  the  Veto  should  be  accepted  by  the 

Sovernment— With  respect  to  the  plan  of 
omestic  nomination,  one  thing  is  clear  ; 
that  it  mustnecestarily  originate  in  the  ex- 
press consent  of  the  sovereign  pontiff, 
without  which  the  contract  could  be  binding 
only  on  one  side.  And  how  is  his  consent 
to  be  obtained,  situate  as  he  is  known  to 
be  at  present,  under  the  controul,  in  the 
fetters  of  Buonaparte  P'^Tbis  suggestion, 
therefore,  affords  no  facilities,  removes  no 
difficulties.  It  is  not  more  easily  attain- 
able than  the  Veto  ;  and  it  woufd  be  less 
efficacious  if  attained.— At  least,  then,  it 
would  be  necessary  to  adjourn  this  ques- 
tion until  the  papal  see  should  become 
free  once  more  from  the  dominion  of  the 
ruler  of  France.  Until  then  we  cannot 
form  any  arrangement ;  nor  even  then 
could  we  accept  of  any  security  short  of 
the  Veto  originally  proposed.  Such,  at 
least,  is,  I  confess,  my  present  opinion ; 
an  opinion,  however,  which  I  snail  be 
willing'-to  re-consider  whenever  the  op- 
portunity of  re-considering  it  to  any 
practical  pnrpose  shall  arrive.-— But  that 
•ome  such  condition  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary, no  man  will  doubt,  who  thinks,  as  I 
do,  that  of  any  adjustment  between  the 
Catholics*  and  Protestants,  mutual  conces- 
sion and  mutual  conciliation  must  be  the 
basis  ;  that  such  an  adjustment,  in  order 
to  be  permanent,  in  order  to  produce  any 
TOU  xvii. 


of  the  fruits  of  tranquillity,  happiness  and 
prosperity  which  are  expected  from  it, 
must  not  be  a  victory '  to  one  party  or  the 
other  ; — it  must  not  be  cousidcred  by  one 
side  as  a  successful  struggle,  nor  as  a 
fofced  concession  to  a  rival  by  the  other. 
—That  the  time  for  this  greatly  to  be  de- 
sired adjustment  is  not  yet  arrived,  is  my 
clear  and  decided  opinion  ;  although  I 
certainly  do  not  agree  with  some  who 
have  spokeh  in  this  •  debate,  that  the  Ca- 
tholic question  has  made  no  progress,  or 
that  the  disinclination  to  entertaining  it  is 
as  strong  at  this  hour  as  at  the  period  of 
its  first  introduction.  Some  pro^es^,  I 
think,  has  been  made ;  many  prejudiced 
have  been  removed  ;  and  much  of  the 
asperity  which  attended  the  earlier  dis- 
cussions would  have  been  done  away 
eptirely,  had  it  not  been  for  the  unfortu- 
nate revocation  by  the  Catholics  of  their 
own  voluntary  tender  of  two  years  ago. 
It  is  not  unreasonable,  that,  after  such  a 
retraction,  a  more  mistrustful  jealousy 
should  be  exercised,  and  a  more  settled 
and  perfect  security  required,  ar  to  any 
subsequent  offers  of  arrangement.  Hence, 
in  part,  arises  that  indisposition  which  un* 
questionably  exists  in  the  public  mind  at 
present ; — which  exists,  not  as  has  been 
vainly  supposed,  in  one  quarter  only  in 
this  country,  a  quarter  to  which  it  is  as 
unjust  as  it  is  unconstitutional  to  refer,  aa 
opposing  the  only  obstacle  to  the  settle- 
ment of  this  Ipeat  question ; — but  which 
is  diffused  widely  amongst  the  different 
classes  of  the  English  community  ;  so  wide- 
ly, that  concession  at  thismoment  upon  this 
point  would  have  the  efiect  of  shaking  the 
general  confidence  in  the  legislature. 

But  while  I  believe  this  feeling  to  exist 
in  6uch  force. at  present,  I  believe  it  to  be 
transitory.  It  will  gradually  pass  away. 
I  cannot  point  out  the  year,  the  month, 
or  the  day,  when  the  period  for  dis- 
passionate discussion  ^  and  amicable  ar- 
rangement will  arrive.  My  judgment  and 
my  vote  must,  in  the  mean  time,  be 
guided  by  my  own  view  of  the  circum- 
stances of  the  question  ;  if  1  contended  for 
the  Catholic  claims  on  the  ground  of 
right,  no  time  and  no  circnrastsnices  could 
vary  or  delay  my  decision. — But  contend- 
ing, as  I  do,  for  the  right  of  parliament  to 
withhold  concession  until  it  can  be  granted 
without  danger,— but  for  the  expediency 
of  granting  it  when  that  danger  shall  be 
at  an  end, — I  feel  that  I  most  conscien- 
tiously discharge  my  duty,  in  resisting,  as 
I  shall  by  my  vote  to»night,  a  premature. 
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aa  imperfect,  a  fruitless  and  hazardous  at- 
tempt to  do  that,  which,  when  it  can  be 
done  fuUy  and  eifectually,  and  with  safety, 
because  with  general  concurrence  and  ad- 
vantage, I  shall  be  among  the  foremost  to 
recommend. 

Mr.  H,  A,  Herbert  spoke  in  faTour  of 
the  motion,  after  which  the  debate  was 
adjourned  to  Friday,  June  I. 


HOUSE   OF   COMMONS. 


Monday,  May  28. 

[Petition  from'  Kingston  upon  Hull 
FOR  Reform  in  Parliament.]  Lord  Ma- 
hen  presented  a  Petition  from  the  mer- 
chants,  tradesman,  and  principal  inhabi- 
tants of  the  town  of  Kingston-upon-Hull 
and  the  neighbourhood,  convened  by  pub- 
lic advertisement,  setting  forth,  "  That 
the  petitioners,  deeply  sensible  of  the  cri- 
tical state  of  public  affairs,  and  feeling 
that  their  last  hopes  £\re  extinct  if  the  con- 
fidence between  the  peqple  and  their  re- 
presentatives be  done  away,  beg  leave  to 
assuVe  the  House,  that  they  will  support 
as  far  as  lies  in  their  power  every  just 
right  and  privilege  of  the  Commons  House 
of  parliament ;  they  conceive  that  rights 
ana  privileges  are  not  merely  conducive 
to  the  dignity  of  parliament,  but  to  the 
liberties  of  the  people^^  and  are  inseparable 
from  the  blessings  of  the  English  constitu- 
tion ;  whether  the  power  which  the  House 
has  exercised  of  sending  Mr.  John  Gale 
Jdnes  to  Newgate,  and  sir  Francis  Burdett 
to  the  Tower,  be  or  be  not  legal,  the  peti- 
tioners do  not  venture  to  question;  but 
they  lament  that  the  Hous^  has  proceeded 
to  this  extremity  of  punishment,  which, 
connected  as  it  has  been  with  the  gift  of  a 
Taluable  sinecure,  and  another  lucrative 
appointment  to  the  right  hon.  Mr.  Yorke, 
bas  greatly  tended  to  alienate  the  respect 
due  to  the  House ;  they  therefore  entreat 
the  House  to  re-consider  their  resolutions 
on  this  subject,  and  to  liberate,  if  to  theijr 
wisdom  it  shall  seem  proper,  the  said  sir 
Prancis  Burdett  and  the  said  John  Gale 
Jones  from  their  respective  prisons;  and 
the  petitioners  beg  leave  further  to  repre- 
sent to  the  House,  that  if,  by  the  law  and 
custom  of  Parliament,  the  House  has  the 
right  to  imprison,  for  an  inddinite,  time, 
any  one  "^ho  shall  call  in  question  the 
conduct  of  the  House,  or  any  member 
thereof,  it  is  absolutely  necessaiy  that  the 
constitution  of  the  House  should  be  as  pure 
as  possible,  lest  this  privilege  should  be- 
come the  iajBtromfint  of  oppreisioa  in  the 


hands  of  ministers,  Who,  as  iii  the  case  oF 
lord  Castlereagh  and  Mn  Perceval^  may 
make  a  traffic  of  that  most  important  tr.us^ 
a  seat  in  the  House ;  impressed  with  these 
considerations  and  various  others,  arising 
out  of  the  heavy  pressure  of  the  taxes^  the^ 
ihipunity  to  public  peculators,  tlie  lavish, 
gifts  of  sinecure  places  in  possession  and 
reversion,  and  the  wanton  waste  of  blood 
and  treasure  in  fruitless  expeditions;  the 
petitioners  humbly  request  that  the  House. 
would  proceed  to  the  abolition  of  sinecure 
places,  to  controul  the  expenditure  of  the 
public  money,  and  to  adopt  such  wise  and 
temperate  measures  of  reform  in  the  con- 
stitution of  parliament  as  in  their  judgiaeht 
are  best  adapted  to  give  stability  to  the 
throne,  dignity  to  parliament,  aiid  safety 
to  the  people.  — Ordered  to  lie  upon  the 
table. 

[Ibise  News-Pape|is.]  Mr.  5^,  pur- 
suant to  notice,  moved  for  a  return  ox  the 
number,  of  news-pape;3,  dent  under  the 
privilege  of  members  of  parliament, 
charged  with  postage  to  the  Dublin  Post. 
Office: — "I  now  address  you,"  said  Mr. 
Shaw,  "  and  in  doing  so,  it  is  my  wish,  in 
as  few  words  as  possible*  to  stater  the 
grounds  on  which  I  have  brought  my  mo- 
tion.— For  some  time  past  there  ha^  been 
a  difference,  between  the  clerks  of  the 
roads  in  the  Post  Office  and  the  proprietors 
of  news-papers,  as  to  the  hour  of  pitting 
them  into  the  Post  Office,  and  certainly  a 
conduct  has  been  adopted  towards  themt 
very  different  from  what  is  practised  by 
the  Post  Office  in  this  country,  bu|;  this  I 
shall  not  now  enter  upon,  as  1  understand 
the  right  hon.  the  Irish  secretary  in  this. 
House  has  pledged  himselfy  to  bring  for* 
ward  a  bill  immediately,  to  put  tbeva  upoit 
the  same  footing  with  this  coi^ntry^  I. 
shall  therefore  conhne  myself  to  the  case 
as  it  affects  my  privilege,  and  that  of  other 
members*  The  law  requiring  a  list  to  be 
signed  and  lodged  in  the  Post  Ofl^ce,  of 
the  persons  to  whom  we  may  haTe,g^veo 
permission,  on  our  privilege,  that  law  waa 
fully  complied  with  bv  mef  and  that  list 
lodged  in  the  Dubliii  Post  Office  accord- 
ingly,  and  the  papers  in  consequeppe  vierc^ 
forwarded;  and  I  have  repeated,  cohit 
plaints  from  the  proprietora,  of  mine  beins 
charged,  by  which  I  feel  my#^lf  callea 
upon  to  protect  my  privilege;  and  wtitbia 
this  last  month,  in  particular,  the  abuse  hai 
been,  carried  to  such  an,  e^qea*  of  oppref- 
sion,  that  I  hay^  thpugbt  it  my  diuty  tQ 
bring  tlie  bosioeas  before  the.  Hous^  in  tbia 
maimer;  and  witi^  t^  leaTa.pfftlNiilipaH> 
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I  shadi  now  read  several  letters  of  com- 
plaint which  will  fully  prove  my  state- 
ment—I  undei'stand  the  proprietors  have 
made  repei^ted  ap()l]cations  for  redress, 
without  any  effect.  It  is  not  my  wish  to 
impute  blame  to  any  one,  hut  I  will  now 
read  an  advertisement  whfch  has  appeared 
in  the  newspapers,  signed  *'  W.  Johnston/' 
which  will  shew  the  feelings  of  the  officers 
to  the  newspaper  proprietors.— -Mr.  Shaw 
then  read  the  circular  notice,  signed  Wm. 
Johnston,  clerk  Ulster  Road,  and  made 
the  following  motion :  "  That  there  be  laid 
before  this  House,  a  return  of  the  hews-* 
papers  put  into  the  Dublin  Post  OlBce 
lince  the  Ist  of  May  inst.  which  have  been 
charged  with  poitage,  distinguishing  those 
taxed  for  being  put  into  the  Post  Office 
after  5  o'cloclp--tho8e  taxed  for  not  having 
the  stamp  visible  outside  the  covers— and 
those  taxed  for  the  alleged  cause  rf  want 
of  privilege,  together  with  the  name  of  the 
member  upon  the  papers  so  taxed." 

Sir  H,  Montgomery  rose  to  second,  and 
to  thank  his  hon.  friend  for  bringing  for- 
ward the  motion  ;  and  he  conceived  him 
entitled   to  the  thanks  of  every   man  in 
Ireland  bringing  the  subject  before  the 
House.       Sir,  we  are  as  fond  of  news   in 
"Ireland  as  the  people  of  this  country,  and 
have  as  good  a  right  to  be  informed  of 
what  is  going  on  in  the  world,  and  par- 
ticularly of  th^  proceedings  in  this  House, 
as  any  of  his  Majesty's  subjects.  '  He 
thought  It  extraordinary,  that  the  ditua*- 
tion  of  the  office  of  postmaster  general  in 
Ireland  had  not  been  taken  notice  of  by 
the  hon.  gent,  opposite^— (Mr.  Bankes) 
— and 'the  Committee  of  Public  Expen- 
diture.    It  was  worse  than  a  sinecure  of- 
fice, for  duty  was  expected  of  it ;  but  the 
Eost  masters  general  resided  in  the  city  of 
ondon  for  more  than  half  of  the  year, 
and  the  remainder  of  it  at  their  country 
seats  in  Ireland,  leaving  the  duty  to  be 
performed    by    the  clerks,  whose  chief 
object  it  was  to  secure  the  entire  transit  of 
newspapers  to  themselves,  and  whose  in- 
terest it  wa^  to  throw  every  obstacle  in  the 
way    of  the  proprietors  and  agents   of 
newspapers,  to  prevent  them  supplying 
the  public.     He  had  every  expectation 
that    good    would  result  from  the  zeal, 
energy,  and  talents  of  his  right  hon«  friend 
the'  present    secretary    for  fireland— ^and 
froiPL  the  reform!  be  has  already  made, 
cver^  thing  was  to  be  expected  in  future. 
--His  right  hon.  friend  on  a  former  de- 
bate acknowledged  that  the  bonds  of  au- 
tWity  had  been  hitherto  very  las  over 


the  board  of  excise  in  Ireland,  and  express- 
ed his  determination  of  pulling  the  string 
tighter.  He  hoped  the  right  hon.  friend 
would  likewise  take  a  more  contfouling 
power  over  another  board  under  the  sam^ 
roof,  which  his  right  hon.  friend  knew  re- 

Juired  it  full  as  much. — In  respect  to  the 
ost  office  department,  sir  Henry  had  to 
complain  that  his  newspapers  from  Eng- 
land were  purloined  and  opened,  and  his 
letters  continually  charged  postage  ;  tie 
might  be  told  that  the  money  was  always 
returned  upon  giving  up  the  cover  to  the 
post  office,  but  this  was  often  impossiblcp 
as  the  envelope  might  contain  the  substance 
of  the  letter  and  also  the  signature.  He 
mentioned  this  as  an  instance  of  inatten- 
tion which  never  occurs  in  England.— -I 
have  also  to  complain  that  a  memorial 
which  I  transmitted  from  a  most  respecta- 
ble body  of  my  constituents,  respecting 
a  cross  post  which  had  been  withdrawn, 
and  which  they  were  desirous  should  be 
re-established,  as  yet  remains  unanswered, 
although  it  isseven  months  since  it  was  re* 
ceivedby  the  post-master  general.  Upon 
the  whole  I  foresee  great  good  will  result 
from  the  present  motion.  My  right  hon* 
friend  will  examine  into  the  details  of  the 
post  office,  and  regulate  them  for  the  fu- 
ture ;  and  on  the  papers  called  for  by  my 
hon.  friend,  he  will,  I  hope,  found  a  motioa 
which  will  punish  those  who  have  been 
guilty  of  this  breach  of  privilege,  and  pre- 
vent the  same  obstruction  to  the  free  cir- 
culation of  newspapers  in  future. 

Mr.  M'Naghten  justified  the  coqomis- 
sioners  of  the  post  office,  and  tke  post- 
masters general,  and  paid  a  high  compli- 
ment to  earl  O'Neil. 

Lord  Joceljfn  thought  it  would  be  better 
to  apply  to  the  two  noble  lords  in  Ireland. 
Mr.  Grattan  concurred  in  the  propriety 
of  bringing  this  matter  forward,  but,  ge- 
nerally speaking,  the  better  way  was,  to 
apply  to  the  post-master.     He  had  oflea 
experienced  the  same  inconvenience,  by 
having  his  franks  charged,  but  when  he 
applied,  he  was  always  treated   with  the 
greatest  attention  and  every  wish  to  remedy 
Use  evil  expressed    (Hear,  hear  !)— Last 
year,  he  had  had  six  franks  charged,  and  it 
was  absolutely  necessary  to  put  a  stop  to 
the  practice.     The  editors  had  received 
many  letters  in  consequence,  making  com- 
plaints of  discontinuing  the  paper,  in  ceo* 
sequence  of  no  remedy  bei^g  afforded. 
As  the  object  of  the  motion  was  to  obtain 
that  remedy,  he  would  give  it  bis  bearty 
lopport 


iad«]  PAUL.  DEBATES,  May  30,  1S10.— IVtMlrf^  SiefJing  BOl. 


Mr.  ParmtU  said,  the  complaint  against 
the  post-olTice  was  for  the  general  system 
on  which  the  clerks  of  the  roads  had  acted , 
as  wallas  for  a  breach  of  privilege.     They 
had  been  for  some  time  endeavouring  to 
secure    to  themselves  the.  monopoly  of 
transmitting  newspapers  to  the   country 
parts  of  Ireland.    For  a  long  period  they 
were  suffered  to  enjoy  this  monopoly,  but 
their  negligence  in    conducting  the  bu- 
siness was  so  great,  that  the   editors  found 
themselves  called  upon  to  take  advantage 
of  the  law  to  protect  the  purchasers  of 
their  papers  from  their  misconduct.    This 
has  given  rise  to  a  system  of  measures 
of  the  most  illegal  and  arbitrary  nature 
on  the  part  of  the  clerks  of  the  roads. 
They  first  of  all,  in  violation  of  the  law, 
limited  the  time  for  receiving  newspapers 
into  the  office.     They  then  imposed  nu- 
merous regulations  upon  the  editors,  re- 
lative to  the  mode  in  which  the  privilege 
of  Parliament  was  to  be  made  use  of. 
Even  after  these  regulations  were  faithfully 
complied  with,   they   have  charged  the 
newspapers  as  if  sent  without  privilege. 
This  nas  not  been  done  accidentally,  but 
generally.     Almost  every  member  who 
nad  permitted  his  name  to  be  made  use  of, 
has  reason  to  complain  of  a  breach  of  his 
privilege.    The  hon.  member  concluded 
by  sayingi  that  it  would  not  be  sufficient 
to  put  a  stop  to  these  proceedings  ;    those 
who  have  been  guilty  of  them   should  be 
dismissed  from  their  offices,  as  unfit  any 
longer  to  discharge  the  duties  of  any  public 
situation. 

Mr.  IV.  Pole  had  no  objection  to  the 
motion,  and  observed,  that  he  had  had  an 
interview  with  the  noble  lord  at  the  head 
of  the  post  office,  and  from  the  communi- 
cation made  to  him,  he  had  every  reason 
to  believe  there  would  be  no  further 
grounds  of  complaint.  It  was  the  in- 
tention of  his  right  hon.'  friend  (Mr. 
Foster)  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  assimilate  the 
practice  and  regulations  in  the  Irish  post 
office  to  that  of  England.  He  rather  be- 
lieved that  the  complaints  against  the 
clerks  of  the  post  office  were  not  without 
.  foundation,  ^  and  they  should  be  taught 
they  were  not  to  trifle  with  the  fecKngs  of 
the  public  ;  and  as  the  matter  was  now 
in  a  train  -of  regulation,  under  these  cir- 
cumstances he  suggested  to  his  hon.  friend 
the  propriety  of  withdrawing  his  motion 
fortne  present. 

•  Mr.   Skinv  thanked  Mr.  Pole  for  his  ex- 

.  pfanation,  and  would  not  under  these  cir- 

cfimstuiccs  persist  in  hit  motion.     The 


editors  of  tl^e  papers  had  been  chftrged 
with  deceit,  in  taking  what  did  not  beloD§^ 
to  them,  on  the  eround  of  the  privilege^ 
from  th€ir  subscribers. 

The  motion  was  then  withdrawn. 


)„ 


.ROUSE   O^  LORDS. 

Wednesday,  May  30. 

[ParviiTELY  Stealing  Bill.]  Upoo 
the  order  of  the  day  for  the  second  read- 
ing of  this  bill. 

Lord  Ellenborougk  said,  it  was  not  with« 
out  reluctance  he  rose  to  state   to  their 
lordship's  his  objections  to  this  bill  ;  be- 
cause he  felt  it  ungrateful  to  oppose  the 
wishes  of  those  who  were  anxious  to  in- 
troduce tliis  innovation  into  the  adminis- 
tration  of  the  criminal  law.     But,  with  all 
his  deference  to  those  who  from  the  best 
intentions,  were  disposed  to  speculate  npoa 
our  criminal  code,  and  giving  them  credit 
for  the  greatest  ingenuity  in  their  specn- 
lations,    yet    he,  trusted   their  lordships 
would  pause  before  they  assented  to  the 
repeal  of  a  law  which  had  so  long  been 
held  necessary   for  the  security  of  the 
public    interest,  ^nd  which  he  was  not 
conscious  had  in  any  instance  produced 
any  injury  to  the  community.    This  bill 
was  intended  to  mitigate  what  was  called 
the  severity  of  the  law^  and  for  that  pur- 
pose took  away  the  capital  punishment 
inflicted  by  the  statute  of  •king  William 
upon  the  offence  of  privately  stealing  in  a 
shop.    Much  had  been  said  about  huma- 
nity, and  no  one  was  more  disposed  than 
himself  to  the  exercise  of  clemency ;  still 
there  was  not  the  slightest  ground  for  the 
insinuations  that  had  been  cast  upon  the 
present  administration  of  the   law.    Be- 
fore their  lordships  adopted  such  an  innova- 
tion, it  would  be  proper  to  consider  what 
had  been  the  practical  result  of  a  former 
bill  of  this  description,  which  passed  in  a 
former  session,  and  which  mitigated  the 
penalty  of  death  for  offences  of  privately 
stealing  from  the  person.     He  was  con- 
vinced not  only  from  his  own  observation* 
but  from  the  information  of  those  who 
were  most  competent  to  estimate  the  re* 
suit  of  any  criminal  statute,  that  the  in- 
crease of  those  offenders  had  become  enor- 
mously great  since  the  punishment  of 
death  was  removed ;  nay  in  the  present 
state  of  this  metropolis,  where  the  frequent 
commission  of  picicing  of  pockets  had^e* 
come  so  common,  the  truth  of  this  po- 
sition was  proved  by  daily  experience.   It 
was  now  the  practice  with  those  who 
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lent  theiweWes  to  thii  felonious  kind  of 
industry,  to  study  this  mode  of  stealing, 
in  preference  to  that  of  any  other  depre- 
dation. It  was  usual  for  an  account  to  be 
transmitted  from  the  secretary  of  state 
respecting  the  number  of  those  convicted 
of  capital  punishments,  and  it  appeared, 
from  that  account,  as  laid  before  the 
judges,  that  the  crime  of  privately  steal- 
ing from  the  shop  was  considerably  upon 
the  increase  ;  and  would  their  lordships 
at  this  time  hazard  the  further  increase  of 
this  mode  of  plundering  the  subject  ? 
In  this  metropolis,  where  the  retail  trade 
had  become  so  great  and  so  beneficial  to 
the  ends  of  commerce,  and'  from  whence 
such  a  considerable  portion  of  the  taxes 
was  raised,  it  was  the  duty  of  the  legisla- 
ture to  protect  such  property  from  being 
plundered.  Indeed  were  the  terror  of 
death,  which'  now,  as  the  law  stood, 
threatened  the  depredator,  to  be  removed, 
it  was  his  opinion,  the  consequence 
would  be  that  shops  would  be  liable  to 
unavoidable  ]osses  from  depredations, 
and,  in  many  instances,  bankruptcy  and 
min  must  be  the  lot  of  honest  and  labo- 
rious tradesmen.  It  was  alledged  how- 
ever, that  the  offence  was  such,  as  not  to 
deserve  so  severe  and  sanguinary  a  pu- 
nishment; but  it  would  be  recollected, 
that  the  observation  would  equally  apply 
to  other  offences,  no  more  heinous  in 
their  nature  :  against  which,  all  must 
admit,  that  public  expediency  required  the 
punishment  to  be  severe,  in  order  that 
thereby  the  frequent  commiyion  might 
be  prevented.  Such  were  the  offence*  of 
horse  and  sheep  stealing ;  and,  indeed,  it 
would  be  difficult  to  name  any  offence  of 
this  description,  where  we  could  oppose 
the  crime  with  the  sacrifice  of  human  life. 
Man's  life  could  not  be  weighed  in  the 
same  scales.  But  after  all  that  had  been 
stated  in  favour  of  this  speculative  huma- 
nity, they  must  all  agree,  that  the  preven- 
tion of  crime  should  be  the  chief  object  of 
law  ;  and  terror  alone  could  prevent  the 
commission  of  that  crime  under  their  con- 
sideration.  Although  the  law  as  it  stood, 
was  but  seldom  carried  into  execution, 
yet  the  terror  was  precisely  the  same ; 
and  such  were  the  minds  of  those  upon 
whom  it  operated,  that  he  believed  the 
apprehension  q£  no  milder  punishment 
would  produce  any  thioff  like  safety  to 
the  public  interest.  Besides,  it  afforded 
an  opportunity  sometimes  of  bringing 
criminals  to  a  sober  consideration  of  their 
wickedness;   for  there  were  those  who 


were  so  hardened,  that  scarcely  any  / 
thing  had  a  serious  effect  upon  their 
miods,  but  the  terror  of  death,  those 
who  had  witnessed  men  under  sen- 
tence of  death  must  have  known  that 
a  change  in  the  conduct  of  individuals  had 
been  produced  by  their  being  alarmed  at 
the  terror  impending  over  their  existence. 
The^efiire  he  was  persuaded,  in  estimating 
the  humanity  of  law,  and  looking  to  the 
quantity  of  human  suffering,  it  would  be 
more  merciful,  that  the  statute  of  William 
5.  should  remain  unaltered?,  because  the 
terror  thereby  held  out  would*  prevent 
the  frequency  of  the  offence.  It  had  been 
also  urged,  by  those  who  were  thus  spe- 
culating  in  modern  legislation,  that  a  cer- 
tainty ot  punishmept  should  be  adopted^ 
and  that  it  should  invariably  be  propor- 
tioned to  the  magnitude  of  the  crime» 
thus  forming  a  scale  of  punishments  pro- 
portioned to  the  degree  of  offences.  But* 
could  this  be  effected  ?  Would  it.be  pos- 
sible to  frame  a  law,  so  that  the  punish- 
ment should  be  always  applied  in  exact 
conformity  to  the  nature,  the  extent  and 
aggravation  of  the  offence  ?  He  would, 
on  the  contrary,  venture  to  say,  that  it 
would  be  found  impracticable,  and  any  at- 
tempt at  framing  such  laws,  be  could  sa* 
tisfy  the  House  (if  it  were  not  a  serious 
subject,)  would  be  perfectly  ludicrous; 
There  were  always  circumstances  which 
aggravated  or  mitigated  the  crime,  but  it 
would  be  impossible  to  make  them  the 
subject  of  an  act  of  parliament.  There 
was  an  instance  in  point  to  which  he 
begged  to  call  their  lordships  attention^ 
it  was  that  of  eight  men,  comb'ming  to 
commit  burglary^  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  the  metropolis ;  one  of  whom  suggested , 
they  should  first  break  the  house  ot  aman, ' 
with  whom  he  had  lived  as  a  servant  { 
and  for  which  offence  they  were  tried. 
Now,  the  offence  of  this  man  was  consi* 
derably  aggravated,  by  his  first  suggest* 
ing  this  crime,  and  by  its  being  in  viola- 
tion of  common  fidelity,  yet  suppose  the 
punishment  should  be  described  as  falling 
upon  a  person,  who  should  suggest  the 
burglary,  having  formerly  been*  the  ser* 
vantof  the  owner  of  the  house,  still  there 
naigbt  be  other  circumstances  of  violence, 
or  frequent  commission,  or  it  might  happen 
that  one  of  the  offenders,  as  was  the  casa 
he  recited,  was  the  father,  and  the  other 
the  son;  all  these  were  circnmstancea 
which  could  not  be  defined  by  any  law*. 
but  most  remain  to  be  decided  upon  at  the 
discretion  of  those  who  administered  the 
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la^vs.  His  lordship  condnded  by  saying, 
he  had  consulted  w7th  the  other  jadges, 
and  they  were  unanimously  of^opinion  it 
would  not  be  expedient  to  remit  the  se- 
verity of  this  part  of  the  criminal  law,  and 
in  addre^ing  himself  to  the  House,  he  had 
represented  their  sentiments  as  well  as  hik 
own.  He  moved  "  That  the  bill  be  read 
a  second  time  this  day  three  months/' 

Lofd  Erskinc  e)Epresse<!l  his  great  de- 
ference to  the  opinion  of  th6  ju'cfges  of  th^ 
iBhA,  and  considered  himself  bound  at  all 
times'  to  venerate  their  decisions.  In  par- 
ticular, he  valded  tlie  sentiments  of  his 
nobte  and  learned  friend,  and  iht  great 
feat^ing  and  ability  with  which  he  pre- 
•Td^d  on  the  bench  ;  but  at  the  same 
tSiti6  h'e  entertained  a  great  esteeih  for  the 
fegal  knowledge  of  the  hon.  member  who 
had.introducednhis  bill,  and  especially 
alter  it  had  received  the  consideration  of 
so  many  enlightened  men  in  another 
place.  Hef  thought  no  imputation  was 
due  to  the  motives  of  those  who  supported 
the  proposed  alteration  ;  nor  did  he  be- 
lieve itd<^served  the  name  of  speculation.— 
The  question  was,  whether  it  would  not 
Ve  more  expedient  to  the  public  interest, 
tod  more  beneficial  to  the  criminal,  that 
the  punishment  should  be  made  propor- 
tionate to  the  general  description  of  of- 
fehces.  With  a  discretion  still  left  in  the 
power  of  the  judge  to  mitigate  in  parti- 
<;Qlar  instances,  rather  thAn  to  remain  in- 
applicable to  the  general  description  of 
offences,  and  only  be  enforced  upon  extra- 
ortlinary  occasions  > 

The  Earl  <fr  Lwerpool  observed  that  this 
iubject  was  nearly  connected  with  those 
objects  which  fefl  under  his  consideration, 
#heii  he  filled  the  office  of  secretary  for 
the  home  department.  The  returns  which 
had  been  ihade  of  the  offenders,  convicted 
of  capital  crimes,  had  Ud  to  several  con- 
claMioni  connected  with  the  policy  of  the 
iJ^reient  measure.  H  appealed,  that  cHmes 
of  tt  more  heinous  nature  had  been  upon 
Ae  decrease,  and  that  those  of  a  minor 
tendency,  such  as  the  offences  s(^ecified 
in  this  Dill,  were  iioW  increasing.  He 
Entertained  the  highest  opinion  of  the  mo- 
tives which  actuated  the  individual  who 
introduced  this  bill,  but  he  was  not  one  of 
those  who  were  disposed  to  find  fkult  with 
the  criihinal  law  of  this  country.  What- 
ever might  be  said  of  the  thebry  df  oui* 
hiW,  no  one  could  dbubt  but  in  practice  it 
was  the  mildest  on  earth ;  ana  however 
■ingvinafy  the  statute-book  mipht  appear, 
it  must  be  ctafeiMfd  the  administration  in 


any  country  was  never  so  much  teniperell 
with  mercy.  He  admitted  that  the  dis- 
tinction taken  by  the  noble  and  learned 
lord  (Erskine),  that  the  puniirhment 
should  suit  the  general  description  of  the 
offence,  was  exceedingly  plausible  in 
^theory,  but  he  did  not  apprehend  it  would 
be  found  so  in  practice. 

Lord  HoUand  was  sorry  he  should  have 
omitted  addressing  their  lordships  in  the 
outset  of  the  present  discussion.-    He  had 
intimated  to  ni^  noble  and  learned  friend 
(lord  Ellenborough),  that  he  should  be 
obliged  to  his  candour  for  a  statement  of 
his  objections  to  the  principle  of  this  bill  ; 
and  in  deference  to  his  noble  and  learned 
friend,  he  had  attended  most  anxiously  to 
the  observations  which  had  been  made, 
and  particularly  to  the  latter  part  of  his 
speech,  when  he  informed  their  lordships, 
that  he  spoke  the  sentiments  of  the  learned 
judges.    There  was  one  admission,  not- 
withstanding, made    by   his  noble    aad 
learned  friend,  and  also  by  the  noble  se- 
cretary, that  this  offence,  of  late  years, 
was     considerably    upon    the    increase. 
Then  did  it  not  follow^  that  the  severe 
punishment  which  had  been  inflicted,  had 
not  produced  the  effect  calculated  upon 
by  those  who  would  contend  for  its  con- 
tinuance )    But  what  he  lamented  was, 
that    their    lordships  should   be  carried 
away  from  the  strict  consideration  of  the 
principle  of  the  bill,  and  diverted  towards 
other  questions  of  a  different  tendency. 
It  had  been  represented,  uncandidly,  but 
not  designedly,  that  the  support  given 
this  measure    was  given  by  those  who 
wished  to  introduce  innovation,  and  spe- 
culate  upon   humanity.      This  he  must 
contend  was  a  misrepresentation  of  the 
motives  which  guided  him,  and  his  noble 
friends  who  approved  of  the  principle  of 
the  present  bill.    There  was  ho  intention 
to  alter  the  common  law,  but  only  to 
altdr  the  effect  of  a  statute ;    and  if  such 
were   to  be  deemed  an   innovation,  the 
same    charge    would    apply    to    every 
amendment  made  to  the  statute  law  of  the 
land.     It  was  the  opinion  of  every  emi- 
nent man  in  this  country  who  had  written 
6d  the  subject,  and  particularly  of  justice 
Blackstone,  that  the  severity  of  the  pu- 
nishment produced  difficulties  in  execut- 
ing the  law  ;   for  the  prosecutor,  the  wit- 
nesses, the  jurors,  ana  even  the  judges^ 
were  backward  in  performing  the  extent 
of  their  duty.    Such  also  had  been  the 
opinion  of  Dr.  Johnson,  and  he  need  not, 
aher  such  authority,  appeal  to  any  be* 
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longing  to  otb^  coiinWie<*  Dr.  Paley 
haabeen  quoted  on  ike  other  sidej  and  no 
man  eateerocd  bia  writings  more  than 
himself;  yet  Mr.  Justice  BlackstonCi  on 
this  subject,  was  an  authority  not  to  be 
exceeded,'  and  so  was  that  of  Dr.  Johnson. 
It'  Qoatter  of  fact  was  important,  h«  bad 
aUo  in.fa?oiu'  of  the  principle  Mr.  Colqu- 
houQ^  who  bad  obser?ed  that  the  fireqUency 
of  the  crimes  to  which  he  was  alluding, 
was  owing  to  the  severity  of  tbol  laws. 
He  would  appeal  to  their  lordships  theai< 
selves,  if  they  had  not  been  sensible  of  the 
justice  of  this,  remark  ?  Which  of  them 
had  not  known  in  their  lives  this  offence 
so  nnpunishedf  because  the  individual  of- 
fended against  was  too  humane  to  prose* 
cute,  where  the  punishment  was  so  severe? 
Who  woujd  pr4>secutc  when  not  confident 
that  ibe  poor  offender  would  not  thereby 
be  deprived  of  his  existence ;  and  that 
his  own  conscience  would  not,  in  conse- 
quence, be  rendered  uneasy  during  the 
remainder  of  his  life  ?  It  was  well  known 
the  same  kind  of  terror  bad  afiected  the 
witnesses  and  jurors  on  the  trial;  and 
even  judges  were  not  free  from  iU  influn 
ence.  Therefore,  it  should  be  considered 
more  expedient  to  the  public  wel&re,  as 
well  as  more  consistent  with  the  feelings 
of  humanity,  that  the  severity  of  the  pu- 
nishment should  be  removed,  whereby 
the  probabilities  would  be  increased  that 
the  ofieoce  wuuid  be  prosecuted,  and 
consequently  be  more  likely  to  be  pre- 
▼eoted.  The  admissions  made  by  his 
noble  and  learned  friend»  atid  by  the  no- 
ble secretary,  clearly  proved  the  inefficacy 
of  the  law,  as  it  then  stood,  upon  this  sob* 
ject.  The  noble  .lord  »poke  at  considera- 
ble length,  and  with  much  animation. and 
ceaeooy  of.  reasoning,  in  favour  of  the 
bill. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  supported  ibe 
bill  upon  the  ground*  of  its  expediency, 
both  as  to  the  general  tendency  of  its^ 
operation  for  the  public  goodi  and  as  to 
the  prevention  of  the  commission  of  crimes. 
It  waa  also  to  be  considered  that  the  le- 
gisktore  in  the  reign  of  William  S,  bad 
not  intended  the  punishment  which  was 
now  inflicted ;  for  a  crown  then  would  be 
more  than  ten  shillings  in  the  present 
day.  No  ono  could  doubt,  that,  if  it  had 
then  been  proposed  to  punish  with  death, 
the  offimce  of  stealing  privately  in  a  shop 
to  the  amount  of  four  shillings,  the  propo- 
sition would  not  have  been  acceded  to,  on 
account  of  thftsum,and  yet  thc^  value  of 
founay  waa^wKchnoged^  ttatwcwmujiBiK 
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enforcing  capital  punishment  fo»  a  snas, 
which  Mrould  scarcely  have  amounted  to 
half^a-crown  in  the  reign  of  William.  Ho 
could  not  acquiesce  in  the  doctrine  laid 
down  by  bis  noble  and  learned  friend  (£!• 
lenborough),  for  the  wholosy stem  of  terror 
had  proved  inadequate  to  the  prevention 
of  crime. 

The  Earl  of  Suffolk  spoke  in  favour  of 
the  mitigation  of  capital  punishments; 
that  consideration  had  alone  prevented 
himself  from  prosecuting  an  old  woman, 
who  had  stolen  several  articles  from  hia 
dwelling-house  in  town. 

The  Lord  OumeeUar  exposed  the  bilk 
He  thought  no  provision  could  be  made 
adequate  to  every  offence,  under  its  van*, 
oua  circumstances  of  aggravation  or  miti<* 

fation.  In  the  crime  of  sheep-stealings 
uring  the  short  .period  he  psesided  in  the 
Common  Pleas,  a  case  occurred,  where  a 
whole  toiily  had  been  prosecuted  and 
convicted  for  that  oience ;  but  it  was  a^ 
tended  with  these  circomsunces.  that  the 
family  were  starving,  and,  in  the  cravings 
of  their  hunger,  they  mode  themselves 
liable  to  the  penalties  of  the  statute.  But 
would  any  one  dispute  that  the  punish- 
ment ought  not  in  that  instance  to  be  miti- 
gated ?  Indeed*  he  should  hare  been  much 
worse  than  these  poor  criminals,  if  he 
had  not  extended  to  them  the  royal 
mercy.  Still,  how  difierent  was  that 
from  the  ofience  of  those  who  made  a 
trade  of  steaiine  and  killing  their  neigh- 
bour's sheep  ?  He  remembered  also,  with 
respect  to  horse^stealing,  fbat  an  indivi- 
dusu,  wdio.was  tried  lor  stealing^  a  horse, 
was  proved  to  have  stolen  about  eleven ; 
and  that  fifteen  keys  of  turnpike- gate» 
were  found  in  his  possession,  whereby  he 
could  expedite  the  mode  of.  plunder  in- 
which  he  was  engaged. 

The  Marquis  of  Lantd&im  contended, 
that  the.  practice  and  opinions  of  society- 
and  of  courts  of  justice  had  been,  for  up- 
wards of  fifty  years,  at  variance  with  the* 
laws^  and  consequently  had  introducedr 
tbei  innovation  which  waa  charged  against 
the  present  bill,  which  bad  for  its* object 
only  to. alter  the  law  from  enacting  whet 
was  never  enforced,  to  that  which  waa  thn> 
daily   practice  in  adminislei[ing  pnuish* 
ments*    The«  increase  of  the  offences  off 
privately  stealing-  from'  the  person  watt 
not  proved,  but  the  noUe  and  leerneib 
lord  had  clearly  shewn,  there  was  now  a, 
greater  frequency  of  prosecution  for  that 
aoatef  oftence. 
iMAEHft^ormghmidt  n*t«ry/elcis}««l> 
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reply,  and  again  contended  most  forcibly 
against  the  adoption  of  this  bill.  He  was 
never  anxious  to  court  popular  opinion, 
but  was  resoWed  on  all  occasions  to  dis- 
charge his  duty  conscientiously.  The 
duty  of  judges  was  very  great,  painful, 
and  arduous;  and'  none  could  say  but 
they  were  extremely  anxious  to  extend 
mercy  to  every,  deserving  case;  and  in- 
deed they  were  entitled  in  this  respect  to 
more  credit  than  was  generally  allowed 
them.  Few  of  their  lordships  ,  could 
estimate  their  feelings,  or  conceive  ade- 
quately what  they  sufiered,  when  they 
laid  their  heads  upon  their  pillows,  at  an 
assize  town,  and  had  to  re6ect  that  the 
next  day  would  impose  upon  them  the 
painful  duty  of  pronouncing  upon  several 
of  their  fellow-creatures  their  awful  doom. 
Upon  the  whole,  he  was  sure,  if  the  seve- 
rity of  the  laws  as  they  now  stood  were 
remitted,  that  there  were  those  who  would 
proceed  to  the  commission  of  the  offences, 
noi  caring  for  the  consequences  even  of 
conviction,  because  they  would  consider 
the  punishment  of  the  present  bill  little 
more  than  a  summer's  airing  in  an  easy 
migration  to  a  milder  climate. 

The  Lord  ChanotUor  put  the  question, 
that  the  bill  be  now  read,  and  the  house 
divided:  < 

Contents , 11 

Noncontents 31 

Majority — »20 

The  bill  was  consequently  rejected. 

[Vote  op  Cebdit.]  The  Earl  of  Xi- 
verpool  then  moved  the  order  of  the  day 
for  taking  into  consideration  his  majesty's 
most  gracious  Message.  He  was  well 
aware  that- this  was  an  occasion  on  which 
it  was  usual  to  inouire  into  the  general 
state  of  affairs,  ana  the  condition  of  our 
foreign  relations  and  alliances.  As  how- 
ever notice  had  been  given  of  several  mo- 
tions, the  discussion  of  which  would  ne- 
cessarily  involve  all  these  important  qnes^ 
tions,  be  should  not  now  detain  their  lord«- 
ships  time  and  attention  by  the  anticipa- 
tion of  any  arguments  which  would,  no 
doubt,  be  entered  into  at  large,  when  the 
discussions  to  which  be  had  just  allpded 
to,  should  come  on.  He  should  therefore 
content  himself  for  the  present  with  mov- 
ing an  address  to  bis  majesty  couched  in 
the  general  terms  used  on  such  occasions, 
without  pledging  any  noble  lord  to  any 
particular  opinion  on  any  of  these  parti* 
cular  poihts. 

Lord  HoUand  agreed  with  the  noble  se- 
cretary of  stale,  that  other  opportunities 


would  soon  present  themselves  of  entertdg 
at  full  into  these  >  important  que5tion». 
There  was  one  point,  however,  and  that  ^ 
very  delicate  one,  upon  which  he  must 
beg  lea^e  briefly  to  touch  on  the  present 
occasion;  he  referred  to  the  state  of  the 
^Spanish  colonies.  Rumours  had  been  sent 
abroad  respecting  a  design  of  declaring 
the  independence  of  those  colonies,  and 
of  their  determination  not  to  submit  to  the 
fate  that  might  await  the  ipother  country. 
These  rumours  took  their  rise,  most  pro- 
bably from  French  intrig^ue,  or  some  mer- 
cantile speculations:  but  unfavourably 
as  he  thought  of  his  Majesty's  present  mi- 
nisters, he  could  not  believe  that  they 
would  give  any  countenance  to  such  inai- 
nuation.  Even  the  late  government' of 
Spain  (the  Central  Junta),  to  whom  many 
weaknesses  and  errors  might  justly  be  as- 
cribed, had  however  promulgated  two 
decrees,  by  which  they  had  abrogated 
their  colonial  system,  and  declared  their 
ultramarine  possessions  to  be  entitled  to 
all  the  rights  and  privileges  to  which  the 
provinces  of  the  mother  country  were  en- 
titled, and  that  they  should  have  a  doe 
share  ^  of  the  representation  in  their  na- 
tional assembly  or  Cortes.  He  trusted 
these  resolutions  would  be  faithfully  ad- 
hered to,  and  that  the  government  of  the 
country  would  see  the  policy  and  the  joa* 
.tice  of  admitting  the  Spanish  colonies  on 
the  diflerent  parts  of  tne  globe  to  a  due 
participatidn  of  their  rights. 

Earl  Qrty  observed,  that  the  addresa 
did  not  mention  any  allies  to'  whom  assist- 
ance was  to  be  given.  He  wished  to  have 
some  Information  upon  that  point,  and  also 
as  to  the  amount  of  the  vote  of  credit. 
He  trusted  the  sum  voted  would  not  be 
wasted  in  expeditions  such  as  those  which 
had  proved  so  disastrous  to  the  country. 

The  Earl  of  Uoerpool  stated  that  the 
amount  was  3,000,000/.  A  sum  had  been 
already  voted  for  Portugal,  and  there  were 
no  other  allies  with  respect  to  whom  there 
existed  any  specific  pledge ;  but  it  would 
of  course  be  open  to  render  assistance 
wherever  it  coula  be  advantageously  done. 
As  ta-jSpanish  America,  it  was  a  subject 
of  too  much  delicacy  to  dilate  upon  now, 
but  it  had  engaged  the  attention  of  mi- 
nistersy  and  he  trusted  ihat  their  determi* 
nation  upon  the  subject  would  prove  sa- 
tisfactory to  their  lordships  and  to  the 

public. 

The  Earl  of  St^fM  made  a  few  obser- 
vations respecting  Sicily;  and  lord  Hot- 
land  asked,  whether  Sicily  was  inclodcA 
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in  Ibe  Yote  of  Credit  ?  which  the  Barl  of 
lirerpoel  aniiwered  tn  the  negative,  there 
haviii^  been  tlreedy  a  sum  Tpted  for  SI- 
cily.— The  Address  was  a^ed  to. 
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'Widttaday,  May  30. 

[Pbtition  from  BffRwieK*  upon  Twbbdi 
FOR  Reform  in  Parliament.]  Colonel 
Alien  presented  a  Petition  from  the  in- 
habitants of  the  borough  of  Berwick- 
upon-Tweed^  in  the  Town  Hall  assembled, 
setting  forth,  "  That  the  Petitioners  have 
seen  with  great  concern  the  glorioos  pri- 
vilege of  the  people  of  this  realm,  by 
which  an  Englishman's  hoase  is  declared 
to  be  his  castle,  most  ^completely  violated 
by  the  act  of  aservant  of  the  House  $  and 
that  although  the  Petitioners  acknowledge 
that  ihc^  House  has  and  ought  to  have 
many  privileges  for  the  preservation  of 
ita  dignity  and  the  regularity  of  its  pro- 
ceedings, yet  they  humbly  submit,  that 
these  privileges  ought  to  be  so  deBned 
and  set  forth,  that  no  one  may  unawares 
incur  the  displeasure  of  the  House;  and 
that  the  acknowledgement  made  within 
the  House  itse1f»  that  the  traffic  in  boroughs 
was  as  notorious  as  the  sun  at  noon  day, 
has  filled  the  Petitioners  with  grief  and 
indignation,  more  especially  as  they  have 
seen  nothing  done  for  the  reform  of  such 
acknowledged  abuses;  and  they 'know 
that  Che  hard  earnings  of  honest  industry 
^re  squandered  away  in  inglorious  and 
unprohtable  expeditions,  equally  shewing 
the  incapacity  of  those  who  planned  and 
of  those  who  conducted  Ihem;  and  that 
a  member  of  the  House,  acknowledged  by 
nil  parties  to  be  a  competent  judge  of 
what  be  alledged,  has  asserted  that  taxa- 
tion has  arrived  at  its  utmost  limits ;  and 
fhat  therefore  a  most  stricC  economy  in 
trtry  department  of  the  state  was  ab- 
solutely necessary,  notwithstanding  which 
the  Petitioners  have  seen  a  large  sinecure 
place  given  to  one  who  has  in  no  respect 
performed  any  service  worthy  of  such  re- 
muneration; and  that,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  Petitioners,  those  men  who  receive 
money  from  the  public  purse  are  not  likely 
impartially  to  fulfil  those  duties  of  con- 
tfouling  the  public  expenditure  which  in- 
dependent members  of  the  House  ought 
flonstantly  to  have  in  view ;  and  that  it 
would  in  become  the  Petitioners  to  appear 
to  point  out  to  the  wisdom  of  the  House 
those  measures  that  should  be  pursued  to 
obviate  and  areid  such  great  grievanoes, 
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but  they  beg  leave  humbly,  to  suggest, 
that  these  abuses  most  forcibly  shew  the 
necessity  of  a^  temperate  reform  of  the 
representation  of  the  people  in  parliament; 
they' also  shew  the  propriety  of  the  ex- 
clusion of  placemen  and  pensioners]  from 
the  House;  and  therefore  praying  the 
House  to  take  the  above  premises  into 
their  most  serious  consideration,  and  to' 
apply  such  remedies  as  to  the  House 
shall  seem  meet.''— Ordered  to  lie  on  the 
tabje. 

[PBTITfON  FROM  NOTTINGHAM  FOR  RE- 
FORM IN  Parliament.]  ^M r.  Smith  pre- 
sented a  Petition  from  the  mayor,  alder- 
men, common  council,  and  livery  of  the 
town  and  county  of  the  town  of  Notting- 
ham ;  setting  forth,  *'  That  the  Petitioners, 
at  a  time  when  the  eyes  of  the  whole 
British  empire  are  deliberately  scrutinizing 
the  proceedings  of  the  House,  beg  leave 
most  respectfully  to  direct  their  aHention 
to  a  Petition  which  was  presented  to  the 
House  by  Charles  6rey,  esq.  (now  the 
right  hon.  Charles  earl  Grey),  pn  Monday 
the  6th  day  of  May  1795,  in  which, 
amongst  other  allegations,  it  was  averred,/ 
and  offered  to  be  proved.  That  the  House 
of  Commons  did  not  fhlly  and  fairly  re- 
present the  people  of  fiigland ;  that  the 
elective  franchise  was  so  pariialty  and  un- 
equally distributed,  that  a  majority  of  the 
House  was  elected  by  less  than  a.  two 
hundredth  part  of  the  male  population  ; 
thai  70  of  the  hon.  members  were  retum« 
ed  by  35  places,  where  the  elections  were 
notoriously  mere  matters  of  form ;  that, 
in  addition  to  (he  70  so  chosen,  90  more 
of  the  hon.  members  were  elected  by  4d 
places,  in  none  of  which  the  number  of 
electors  exdeed  50 ;  tbat^  in  addition  to 
the  100  so  elected,  37  more  of  the  hon. 
members  were  electe^l  by  19  places,  in 
none  of  which  the  electors  exceed  TOO; 
that,  in  addition  to  the' 197  members  sm 
chosen,  52  more  were  returned  by  26  places, 
in  none  of  which  the  number  of  votcfi 
exceed  200 ;  that,  in  addition  to  the  24D  so 
elected,  20  mor^  were  returned  fov  coun- 
ties in  Scotland,  by  less  than  1 00  electors 
each,  and  10  for  counties  in  Scotland,  by 
less  than  250  each ;  that,  in  addition  to 
the  279  so  elected,  13  districts  of  Burghs 
in  Scotland,  not  containing  100  voters 
each,  and  two  districts  of  Burghs  not 
containing  125,  returned  15  more  of 
the  hon.  members;  that  in  this  manner 
29^  of  the  hon.  members  were  chosen, 
who,  being  a  decided  majority  of  the  en- 
tire  House  of  Commons,  were  enabled. to 
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decide  all  oatstions  in  the  name  of  the 
H-hole  people  of  Great  Britain;    that  Si 
individuals  did,  by  their  own  immediate 
authority,  send  1.57  of  the  bon.  members 
to  parliament;  that,  in  addition  to  these 
)"57  hon.  members,  150  more,  making  in 
the  whole  307,  were  returned  to  the  House, 
not  by  the  collecti?e  voice  of  those  whom 
ihey  appear  to  represent,  but  by  the  re- 
commendation of  70  powerful  individuals, 
who,  being  added  to  the  84  before-men- 
tioned, made  the  total  number  of  patrons 
all  together  only  154,  who  return  a  de- 
cided majority  of  the  House;    and  that 
the  Petitioners  deeply  deplore  that  the 
evils  so  emphatically  pointed  out  in  the 
Petition,  from  which  the  foregoing  extract 
.is  taken,  still  continue  to  exist,  forming  a 
canker  in  the  heart  of  the  legislative  go- 
vernment, which,  by  its  corruption,  is 
daily  consuming  the  vital  energies  of  the 
constitution ;  and  that  the  Petitioners  for- 
bear, under  the  pending  judicial  enquiries 
into  the  legality  of  the  privileges  claimed 
and  exercised  by  the  House>'to  pronounce 
their  sentiments,  except  to  express  their 
regret  for  the  violence  with  which  it  was 
deemed  necessary  to  enforce  them ;  and 
the  Petitioners  trubt,  that,  out  of  the  pre- 
sent crisis  may  result  an  united  determina- 
tion in  the  House  to  restore  to  the  nation 
the  original  purity  of  parliamentary  re- 
presentaiipn ;   and  that    the    Petitioners 
confide  in  the  energies  of  the  British  con- 
stitution to  remove  such  defects  as»  in  the 
lapse  of  time,  have  crept  into  the  repre- 
sentation of  the  people  in  parliament,  and 
look  up  to  the  House  for  that  reform  in  its 
structure,  which  can  atone  secure  its  di^-. 
nity  and  independence,  and  fix  it  in  the 
^  confidence  of  the  people ;  and  therefore 
praying,  that  the  House  will  cause  enquiry 
to  ,be  made  into  such  defects  as  may  be 
discoverable  in  the  present  construction  of 
the  House  of  Commons,  and  adopt  suoh 
measures  as  to  the  House  shall  seem  ade- 
quate for  effecting  a  temperate  and  radical 
reform   in  the  system  of  parliamentary 
representation/' — Ordered  to  lie  upon  the 
table. 

[Major  Cartwricht's  pExiTiof^.]  Mr. 
WfUibrcad  held  in  his  hand  a  petition  from 
major  Cartwright,  a  petition  from  whom 
had  been  some  time  before  rejected  on 
the  ground  of  one  sentence  in  it,  applying 
as  it  had  been  construed,  in  an  insulting 
manner  to  an  act  of  the  House  ;  that  aen- 
tence  was  sow  altered  in  such  a  mann^i^ 
as  to  prove  that  it  formerly  applied  mere- 
ly to  the  act  of  the  Serjeant  at  Arms;  in 


this  form  he  now  presented  it.  The  ptrt 
of  the  petition  alluded  to  was  then  read  by 
the  clerk  ;  after  which  it  was  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

[Irish  Insurrection  Bill.]     Mr.   Wd* 
hsley  Pole  rose  to  move  for  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  to  repeal  the  Irish  Insurrection 
Act.    The^House  would  recollect  that  that 
act  was  brought  in  soon  after  the  duke  of 
Jiichmond  was  appointed  lord  lieatenant 
of  Ireland,  in  the  year  1807,  and  was  only 
a  continuation  of  the  act  of  1797,  with 
certain  modifications.  It  was  stated,  when 
the  act  of  1807  was  brought  in,  that  ^uch 
had  been  the  state  of  Ireland  during  the 
lord  lieutenancy  of  the  duke  of  Bedford^ 
that  the  government  of  that  day  did  not 
think  they  would  be  justified  in  undertak- 
ing to  secure  the  tranquillity  of  that  coun* 
try,    unless   they  were  armed  with  the 
powers  of  the  insurrection  bill ;  and  that 
accordingly  a  bill  of  that  description  was 
prepared,  ihough  not  brought  into  parlia- 
ment before  his  grace  went  out  of  office. 
(Mr.  Ponsonby  said  across  the  table,  that 
the  right  hon.  gent,  was  not  correct^}  Mr. 
Pole  said,  that  he  might  be  mistaken,  but 
he  understood  that  when  the  duke  of  Rich- 
mond succeeded  to  the  office  of  lord  lieu- 
tenant lord  Wellington  found  in  the  office 
the  bill  already  framed  by  the  former  go- 
vernment.   But  however  that  fact  may  be 
he  only  meant  to  say,  that  from  the  period 
of  1796,  when    the  bill  was  originally 
passed,  to  ]  807,  when  the  act  now  in  ex- 
istence, which  was  brought  in  to  continue 
it,  the  different  ffovernmentsof  Ireland 
felt  that  they  cou^  .not  undertake  to  in- 
sure the  tranquillity  of  that  country  with* 
out  having  in  their  hands  such  a  dormant 
power  as  this  bill  afforded.  Those  goTem- 
ments,  in  his  opinion,  acted  wisely,  be- 
cause,under  the  circumstances  of  the  tunes 
it  was  indispensably  necessary  that  they 
should  be   vested  with  such  a  power  in 
case  of  any   great  emergency..    But  he 
thought  it  right  to  state;  that  so  anxious 
were  all  the  governments  of  Ireland  to  give 
the  people  of  that  country  all  the  benefit 
of  tne  constitution,  that  from  the  time  of 
lord  Uardwicke's  lord  lieutenancy  to  the 
present  moment  the  powers  granted  by 
this  bill    had   never    been    resorted  to. 
During*  lord  Hardwicke's  government  it 
had  been  put  in  fprce  in  one  or  two  in- 
stances only,  but  never  once  during  the 
governments  of  the  dukes  of  Bedford  and 
iijctimond.     He  did  not  mean  to  say  that 
lse{;ause  the  act  had  not  been  enforced,  it 
,  was  thereforej  not  necessary  that  it  shoaM 
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have  rematnlsd  opon  the  statute  book,  for 
the  Tery  circumstance  of  ita  being  con* 
tinned  there  was  perhaps  the  cause  of  the 
degsee  of  tranquillity  tliat  prevailed ;  but 
during  the  period  to  which  he  bad  alluded 
it  had  been  found  necessary  to  appoint 
special  xx>minissioners>  in  consequence  of 
temporary  disturbances.  He  alsa  thought 
it  necessary  to  state,  that  instances  had  oc- 
curred during  the  period  alluded  to,  in 
which  applications  had  been  made  by  se- 
veral gentlemen  to  put  the  act  in  force, 
and  to  proclaim  it  in  different  parts  of  the 
country  in  which  disturbances  had  pre- 
vailed ;  but  government  had  always  re- 
sisted those  applications ;  they  had  caused 
invejtigalij^  to  be  made,  and  had  found 
that  tbey  could  restore  and  maintain  pub- 
lic tranquillity  without  having  recourse  to 
this  act. 

The  aot  now  in  existence  was  passed, 
as  he  had  already  stated,  in  1807,  and 
would  expire  at  the  close  of  the  present 
session  or  parliament,  it  therefore  became 
the  duty  of  the  Irish  government  to  inves- 
tigate the  state  of  the  country,  in  order  to 
ascertain  whether  they  could,  with  due 
regard  to  the  public  safety,  and  with  jus- 
lice  to  the  loyal  and  well  disposed  people 
of  Ireland,  determine  not  to  renew  the  act. 
It  was  with  the  most  sincere  pleasure  then 
he  could  state,  that  Ihe  government  of  Ire- 
land, after  the  fullest  coniideration  they 
could  give  the  subject,  had  felt  themselves 
justified  in  coming  to  the  conclusion,  that 
the  continuance  of  the  act  was  not,  under 
the  present  ciscumstances,  necessary. 
Many  representations  he  was  perfectly 
ready  to  admit  had  certainly  been  made  to 
the  Irish  government  upon  this  subject 
from  loyal  and  well  disposed  persons,  who 
thought  it  was  running  a  geat  risque  to 
repeal  this  act,  but  he  thought  that  the  go- 
vernment having,  upon  due  and  mature 
consideration,  come  to  the  conclusion, 
which  he  had  mentioned,  they  ought  not 
to  shrink  from  the  responsibility  that 
would  necessarily  belong  to  them  tor  car- 
rying that  resolutigivinto  tSecu  Nothing 
certainly  but  the  most  urgent  necessity 
could  justify  the  enacting  such  a  law ;  and 
yiatthat  necessity  had  heretofore  existed, 
experience  had  folly  manifested.  He  was 
happy  however  lo  state  that  such  was  the 
tranquillity  which  at  present  prevailed  in 
Iceland,  and  soch  was  the  improvement  in 
civilisation  which  had  taken  place,  that 
the  government  felt  that  it  could  proceed 
on  safely  without  the  continuance  of  this 
law.    No  lover  of  the  oonstitution  coqU, 


he  was  persuaded,  wish  to  see  soch  a  law 
upon  the  statute-book,  unless  the  circum- 
stances of  the  times  rendered  it  indispen- 
sably necessary. 

The  act  in  question,  however,  in  addi-  . 
tion  to  that  part  of  it*  which  might  pro- 
perly be  called  the  iniurrection  act, 
contained  some  provisions  to  which  he 
begged  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
House,  because,  in  his  opinion,  it  would 
be  proper  to  re-eilact  them.  The  pro- 
visions to  which  he  alluded,  and  woich 
he  thought  ought  to  be  made  permanent, 
were  those,  which  punished  the  taking  and 
administering  of  unlawful  oaths,  and 
which  were  consonant  to  the  act  of 'the 
37th  of  the  king,  in  this  country ;  making 
the  administering  or  taking  of  unlawful 
oaths  a  felony,  punishable  with  transport- 
ation, unless,. in  the  latter  case,  the  person 
took  the  oath  ignorantly.  There  were 
other  provisions  too  in  this  act  which  per- 
haps ought  to  have  formed  a  separate 
act  for  protecting  witnesses  and  magis- 
trates. These  provisions  enacted,  that  if 
any  person  gave  information,  and  should 
be  murdered  before  the  trial  came  on,  the 
information  should  bereceived  as  evidence 
on  the  trial,  or,  if  a  person  so  giving  in- 
formation was  secreted  before  -  the  trial, 
and  kept  out  of  the  way,  and  it  should  ap- 
pear upon  inquiry  that  he  was  secreted  by 
the  person  accused,  then  that  his  informa- 
tion might  be  used  in  the  same  way.  They 
also  gave  powers  to  the  grand  juries  to 
levy  a  sum  of  money,  to  be  paid  to  the 
representatives  of  any  witness  or  magistrate 
murdered  under  these  circumstances.  Ha 
hoped  therefore  that  there  would  be  no 
objection  to  the  re-enactment  o(  those  pro- 
visions in  the  bill  which  he  proposed  to 
bring  in. 

There  was  another  act  also  to  which  he 
wished  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House— 
an  act  which  was  brought  in  at  the  same 
time  with  the  present  insurrection  a^t', 
and  which  had  caused  much  discussion  in 
that  House — be  meant  what  was  called  the 
Arms  Act.  He  believed  that  every  gentle* 
man  would  admit  that  the  provisions  for  re- 
gistering of  arms  should  not  be  given  up, 
and  that  the  power  of  searching  for  arms 
should  exist  somewhere.  But  the  act,  as 
it  at  present  stood,  was  liable  to  very  great 
objections,  which  he  proposed  to  obviaie. 
By  the  act,  as  it  now  stood,  any  two 
magistrates  might  upon  suspicion  search 
the  house  of  any  individual  for  arms  at 
any  hour,  and  one  magistrate  might  upon 
iniormation,  search  ia  the  same  manner 
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or  delegflio'  a  power  to  another  person  to 
inake  the  search.  These  were  anqoes* 
tionably  strong  powers,  which  mlffht  m 
their  executioiCbecome  the  source  ofmach 
▼exation  and  indiTidaal  hardship,  and 
ought  therefore  not  to  be  suffered  to  exist, 
if  the  object  of  enacting  them  could  be 
attained  without  resorting  to  such  harsh 
means.  Now  it. ^appeared  to  him,  that 
this  act  might  be  so  modified  as  to  remote 
these  objections,  and  to  prevent  its  trench- 
ing upon  the  liberty  of  the  subject  more 
than  the  absohite  necessity  of  the  case  re- 
quired. He  should  propose  that  no  magis- 
xtrate  or  numbler  of  magistrates,  should 
hare  the  power  to  search  except  upon  in* 
formation  on  oath,  or  in  a  case  that  they 
had  such  ground  of  suspicion  as  might 
make  it  desirable  to  search  a  district  for 
arms :  and  that  in  that  case,  they  should 
send  their  information  to  government,  in 
order  that  it  might  determine  whether  the 
search  should  be  made  or  not.  If  govern* 
meat  should  determine  that  a  search  ought 
to  fate  made,  then  he  should  propose  that 
a  watrant  should  be  sent  by  the  lord 
lieutenant  authorising  and  directing  such 
search.  This  provision  would,  in  his  opi* 
Bton,be  sufficient  to  guard  the  object  from 
any  wanton  exercise  of  authority.   • 

He  was  afraid,  however,  that  one  great 
objection  would  be  made  to  this  regula- 
tion, vis.  that  by  the  delay  which  it  would 
occasion,  the  opportunity  of , preventing 
the  mischief  might  be  lost. .  He  did  not, 
however,  think  that  the  delay  would  be  sq 
ffreat  as  to  prevent  a  sufficient  and  ef- 
wctual  search  from  being  made,  and  he 
trasted  that  the  law  was  not  so  weak  that 
it  could  not  remedy  any  evil  that  might 
result  from  the  adoption  of  the  measure 
which  he  should  propose.  He  was  con- 
vinced that  the  advantages  which  would 
result  from  shewing  the  people  that  go* 
vernment  determined  to  give  them  as 
much  liberty  as  possible,  consistent  with 
these  precautions,  which  were  necessary 
lor  the  general  safety,  would  more  than 
eooBter- balance  any  evil  that  might  re> 
aalt  from  this  provision.  There  was  ano* 
tlwr  part  of  the  insurrection  act  which  he 
proposed  likewise  to  alter.  By  that  act 
as  it  now  stood ;  if  any  person  conceiving 
himself  injured  by  the  act  of  a  magistrate 
ahottld  apply  to  the  law  for  redress,  Mid 
the  jury  snoold  give  a  verdict  in  his 
favour,  the  jiidge  had  the  power  of  de- 
daring  (if  the  facts  of  the  case  appeared 
to  him  to  warrant  him  in  so  doing),  that 
the  magistiAte  had  a  juitiiable  cause  for 


what  he  had  done,  and  in  thait  ease  tti^ 
person  suing,  although  the  jnry  had  foiml 
in  hi|  favour,  was  only  entitled  to  aiz- 
pence  damages  and  no.  coats*  Bat  if  the 
jury^  should  find  in  fevour  of  the  magistrate 
he  was  entitled  to  treble  costs.  This 
clause,  was,  he  had  no  doubt  very  necea* 
sary  when  it  was  enacted,  but  asr  the  tie* 
cessity  of  it  did  not  appear  to  htm  any 
longer  to  exist,  he  should  propose  to  re« 
peal  it  and  in  future  to  place  both  parties 
on  an  equal  footing.  In  the  present  im* 
proved  state  of  the  country  he  did  not 
think  it  required  such  strong  measures  Iwr 
the  protection  of  magistrates.  It  did  not 
appear  to  him  necessary  to  occupy  any 
more  of  the  time  of  the  House  at  present^ 
but  he  was  and  would  at  all  times  be  ready 
to  give  any  explanation  which  gentlemen 
might  require.  He  should  therefore  ait 
down,  declaring  that  he  never  in  hia  hfe 
felt  more  pleasure  than  when  he  had  an 
opportunity  of  making  up  his  mind  noder 
the  mild  and  beneficeut  directions  of  the 
'  duke  of  Richmond,  to  relieve  the  people 
of  Ireland  from  the  insurrection  law,  even 
though  that  law  had  net  at  any  recent 
period  been  carried  into  execution.  Mr* 
Pole  then  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  the 
bills. 

Mr.  Hutchinson  took  the  opportnnity  of 
thanking  the  right  hon.  gent,  and  the  go* 
vemment  of  Ireland,  for  their  measure, 
which  was  founded  hi  wisdom ;  he  bailed 
with  joy  the  spirit  of  putting  reliance  in 
the  people  of  that  country  and  of  treating 
them  vrith  candour ;  he  was  sure  that  the 
House  would  feel*  the  greatest  gratification 
at  the  various  statements  which  had  been 
made. 

Mr.  Pcmoniy  said,  that  he  believed 
the  bill  would  cease  to  exist  at  the  olose 
of  the  session ;  he  therefore  did  not  see 
the  necessity  of  going  through  the  afiecta* 
tion  of  repealing  rt.now.  With  respect 
to  the  statement  as  to  the  conduct  of  the 
administration  of  Ireland  under  the  duke 
of  Bedford  reroedting  this  bill,  the  right 
hon.  gent,  hao  been  most  mifounded  in 
his  assertions  upon  that  subject  He  would 
not,  however,  now  enter  into  a  disciissieD 
of  the  misconceptions  of  the  rt  hon.  genk 

Mr.  M,  Fiitgerald  gave  his  hearty  con- 
currence to  the  motion,  but  he  wished  to 
know  whether  the  acts  which  he  proposed 
to  bring  in  were  to  be  permanent 

Mr.  W.  PoU  replied,  that  he  mf  ant  to 
propose  the  bill  for  altering  the  anna  act 
bhoald  continue  only  for  two  yeatii  and 
the  other  to  be  permanent 
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Sir  /.  Nmfmi  coogmtoklcd  llie  Hoaae, 
and  this  counlry  on  tbe  prNem  state  oif 
Irelmd;  Im  wis  aoirrytbesemeasarcs  were 
not  vesorted  to  before^  as  Ireland  deserved 
all  ttte  bencito  whick  Brttish  laws  and 
the  British  constitation  can'  bestow. 

Leate  was  then  granted  to  brinff  in  the 
bills,  which  were  brought  up  by  fiit,  W. 
Pole,  and  read  a  first  time. 

[Irish  Buooet.]  The  House  resoWed 
into  a  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr<  Fo&ier  rose  and  said^  that  it  was  his 
duty  on  that  day  to  submit  to  the  consi* 
deration  of  the  coomiittee  the  amount  of 
the  supplies  voted,  and  of  the  ways  and 
means  he  proposed  to  recommend  fbr  the 
service  of  the  present  year  in  Ireland. 
Ingoing  this,  it  would  be  necessary  fur 
him  to  state  the  situation  of  the  finances 
of  Ireland,  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  in 
order  to  shew-  how  u^e  coneolidated  fund 
stood  at  that  period,  mid  what  sura  was 
applicable  to  (he  service  of  the  current 
year,  on  the  5th  of  January  t&IO,  the 
account  stood  thus. 

ARItEAaS  AND  BALANCE&-Jan.  5,  1810. 

CooMlidBted  fund  on  that 
,dmy  IB  tlw  tftisary  of 
IreUnd df.1,36^000 

Unpaid  of  tbe  British  Lua«         424/)00 

— 1,739,000 

Oul  of  which  ma  to  he 
deducted— 

Bsr  Quota  for  tba  yetr 
1809,  due  to  tbe  Britiah 

treasury 1,379,000 

Also  demands  reOiainiDS  * 

unpaid,  t\z. 

CboiiiiissioQcn  ^ 

of  lit  FroiH       25,000 

Ditto  Bogt S,000 

Ditto  Inquiry...         2,300       '    ^ 
Ditto  inland  na- 

VTgatioo 138,600 

OuUtandiof  de- 
bentures, lot- 
tery prizes,and 
treasury    bills  '    28,700 

^.197,000 
Botof  tbii  sun  not  moM 
than  the  fint  three  itcmti 
and  70,000/.  of  the  fourth, 
would  pTohably  be  requiroil 
in  the  course  of  thb  year  99,000 

1,478.000 

Surplus  of  consolidated  fond  thereforo 
remaining  applicable  for  serrices  of 
tbe  eurrnit  year  ,.,.  jtfjjl  1,000 

He  now  came  to^  the  expences  of  the 
year,  which  would  be  found  in  these    . 

CHASOBS. 
Interest  and  STm^ing  food 
on  'the  public  debt  in 
IrtUtiA    df.3,974,6oa 


90,  mO^^Ifith  Budg^. 

I  Qirala    of    9.ntks     of 
52,185.000^  tbe   toUl 
supply  of  Great  Britain 
(6,106,000   British)  ...     ^,614,000 
TMsnry  bilh  charged  ott 

oftheysar 541,000 
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To'  supply  this  sum,  he  should  in  the 
first  place  take  tbe  revenue'of  Ireland  at 
five  millions.  This  was  a  large  sum  ;  but 
when  be  considered  that  the  revenue  of 
Ireland  had  incvvased  half  a  million  last 
year,  he  felt  justified  in  taking  it  at  tbaC 
amount  Last  year  however,  the  revenue 
was  only  ^,500fiOOL ;  but  then  it  must  be 
recollected,  that,  owin^  to  peculiar  cir- 
cumstances, the  distilleries  fell  one  miU 
lion,  and  produced,  instead  of  1,200,000/. 
only  2N)0.000/.  To  compensate  in  some 
measure  for  this  defalcation  in  the  excise, 
there  was  an  increase  in  the  customs,  on 
rum  and  foreign  spirits  imported,  amount- 
ing to  one-half  ihore  than  at  any  formef 
period.  Besides  it  was  to'  be  presumed 
that  the  opening  the  distillation  from 
grain  in  Ireland,  would  add  considerably 
to  the  amount  of  the  revenue  on  home 
made  spirits.  Upon  the  whole,  therefore, 
he  felt  justified  in  taking  the  gross  amount 
of  the  revenue  of  Ireland  at  the  sum  he 
had  stated  for  the  current  year.  The 
ways  and  means  then  to  cover  the  charges 
already  specified  were^- 

Annual  revenue , «•       5,000,000 

Loan  of  four  millions,  Bri- 
tish, equal  to  Irish  cur- 
rency         4',35S,O0O 

Loan  of  (bur  millions  Four 
hundred  thousand  pounds, 
British,  equal  to,  Irish  cur- 
rency        1,51(1,000 

Surphis  of  the  consolidated 
fund  applicable  tothe  ser- 
vice of  tbe  present  year...         51 1,000 

Making  a  total  of .....i^.  11,160,000 

From  which  deducting  the 
amount  of  charges  already 
specified 11,199,000 

There  would  remain  an  ex- 
cess of  ways  and  means, 
above    the    charges,    of  S  1,000 

Havih^  thus  stated  the  amount  of  the 
various  items  of  charge  and  ways  and 
means,  he  nowwished  to  call  die  attention 
of  the  committee  to  the  general  state  of 
the  finance  of  Ireland.  The  two  loans 
were  unquestionably  of  such  an  extent, 
that  he  could  most  sincerely  have  wished 
they  couM  have  been  avoided.  But, 
heavy  as  th^  were^  he  trusted  gentlemea 
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would  think*  it  more  expedient  to  adopt 
such  a  meaiure,  than  under  existing  cir- 
cumstances, to  load  a  counUy  liice  Ireland 
with  so  great  an  amount  of  new  taxes. 
He  most  readily  admitted  that  it  would 
be  desirable,  if  practicable,  to  raise  as 
auch  of  the  supplies  as  possible  within 
the  year :  ^but  as  Ireland  had  but  small 
capiat,  and  was  increasing  in  her  manu* 
factures,  such  a  measure  by  withdrawing 
capital  from  the  operations  of  industry, 
might  have  the  effect  of  repressing  the  en- 
terprisinff  spirit  which  led  to  the  improye- 
ment  and  growing  progress  of  manufac- 
tures in  Ireland.  The  committee  would 
therefore  agree  with  him,  that  it  would  be 
desirable  to  resort  to  the  mode  of  meeting 
the  supply  by  loans,  and  of  providing  by 
taxes  tor  the  interest  and  sinking  iund 
only.  The  sum  necessary v to  be  provided 
in  tne  present  year  was  but  331,269/.  It 
was  with  great  satisfaction  however,  he 
had  to  state,  that  though  the  charge  upon 
the  revenue  had  increased,  yet  the  re- 
venue had  increased  in  a  higher  propor- 
tion. The  excess  of  the  debt  in  the 
present  year  over  its  amount  in  1602,  was 
Jess  in  proportion  than  the  excess  of  the 
revenue  at  present  over  the  amount  of  the 
revenue  in  the  year  1802.  The  sinking 
fund,  too,  which,  at  its  first  establishment 
in  1797,  was  only  one  hundredth  part  of 
the  debt,  was  at  present  the  7 1st  part  of  it 
Besides,  there  was  no  unfunded  debt,  with 
the  exception  of  114,000/.  treasury  bills, 
which  accompanied  the  Joan  this  year, 
and  which  did  not  exceed  the  amount  is- 
sued last  year.  The  exports  and  imports, 
if  they  had  not  increased,  had  certainly 
Dot  in  any  considerable  degree  decreased, 
so  as  to  be  deserving  of  any  serious  notice. 
The  export  of  finen  had  decreased 
400,000/.  but  that  deficiency  had  been 
made  np  for  by  an  increase  upon  different 
other  articles.  Hides  and  skins,  and  linen, 
and.  worsted  yarn,  had  decreased  in  the 
exports,  which  was  a  proof  of  the  increas- 
ing prosperity  of  the  country,  when  the 
raw  materials  were  kept  to  be  manufiac- 
tured  in  the  country.  The  export  of 
eora  had  never  been  so  large  as  last 
year ;  and  the  Quantity  of  ground  tilled 
this  year  aflbrded,  in  the  event  of  a  favour- 
able season,  a  prospect  of  a  most  abun- 
dant crop,  a  source  of  wealth  to  that 
country,  and  a  necessary  supply  to  this. 
In  adverting  to  the  state  of  the  trade 
of  Ireland,  he  had  only  stated  the  mere 
official  value.  The  real  value  of  the  ex- 
ports would  show  its  growing  prosperity 


in  a  inuch  more  satisfactory  light.     The 
real  value  of  the  exports  in  1800  wa9  five 
millions ;  in  1802,  a  year  of  peace,  eight 
millions  and  a  Quarter,  and  on  the  ave- 
rage of  1808  Had  1809,  twelve  millions. 
The  real  value  of  British  exports  in  the 
same  years  were,  in  1 800,  forty  millions  $ 
in    1802,   forty  eight    millions;    and    in 
1 809,  forty  five  millions,  be\ng  an  increase 
of  one-ninth  only,  whilst  the  exports  of 
Ireland  had  increased    full   7-]5tb8;    so 
that  on  that   head    there    could   be  no 
grounds  for  despondence.    He  had  next 
to  submit  to  the  committee,  the  wajrs  amd 
means  by  which  he  proposed  to.  provide 
for  the  charge  of  the  loan  .of  the  present 
year,  which,  including  management,  in- 
terest and  sinking  fund,  was  but  5/.  ISs,  Sd, 
per  cent,  and  amounted  in  the  whole  to 
331,269/.     H6  proposed  in  'the  first  place, 
to  assimilate  the  revenue  of  the  post  of- 
fice of  Ireland  to  that  of  Great  Briuin,  by 
adding  one  penny  to  the  postage  of  every 
letter,  which  he  estimated  would  produce 
35,000/.    The  duties  on  tea  he  meant  to 
raise  to  the  same  amount  as  they  existed 
in  this  country,  with  the  exception  of  a 
small  per  centage,  suppose  3  per  cent,  to 
indemnify  the  Irish  dealers  for  the  ex- 
pence  of  coming  to  London  for  their  teas. 
This,  with  an  addition  he  proposed  to  the 
duties  on  currants  and   raisins  imported 
into  Ireland,  which  he  took  at    10,000/. 
would  produce  70,000/.    He  intended  to 
rais^the  stamp  duties  on  receipts  in  Ire- 
land to  the  same  amount  as  in  this  country, 
and  the  duty  on  advertisements,  which  in 
this  country  was  3s.  and  in  Ireland   but 
one,  he  proposed  to  raise  to  two,  which  he 
expected   to  produce  30,000/.     The  du- 
ties on  wines  he  meant  to  increase  by  add- 
ing twelve  guineas  per  ton  on  Port  and 
Spanish  wines,  and  1 8  guineas  per  ton  on 
French  wines.     A  guinea  a  ton,  would  be 
just  one  penny  a  gallon,  and  12  guineas 
per  ton  would  therefore  only  be  12d!.  a 
gallon,   or    3d    a  bottle;    this  addition 
would  produce  100,000/.    As  this  last  was 
a  duty  which  would  principally  fall  upon 
themselves,  and  the  description  of  |>ersons 
best  able  to  beai*  it,  he  trusted  gentlemen 
would  readily  concur  in  its  expediency. 
The  next  item   he  had  to  propose  would 
he  matter  of  regulation  relative  to  storage, 
from  which  he  expected   18,000/.      He 
had  only  to  add  one  other  augmentation 
of  an  existing  tax  to  put  the  House  in 
possession  of  the  whole  of  the  ways  and 
means  he  had  to  propose ;  and  that  was  to 
add  50  per  dent,  to  the  window  tax  in 
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Irdand.  Hooses  having  leas  than  seveti 
windows  were  exempt  from  the  daty; 
and  as  e?ea  wUh  the  addition  proposed 
the  tax  would  be  less  than  was  now  paid 
in  Scotland,  he  wasconrincedthatno  gen* 
tieman  could  object  to  it.  This  he  should 
take  at  85,0002.  being  rather  less  than  one- 
half  of  the  present  produce  of  the  tax. 
The  general  result  would  be,  as  the  com- 
mittee would  perceive,  that  the  ways  and 
means  he  had  stated,  viz. 

Post  Office «£  35,000 

Customs  on  Tea  and  Currants  ...     70,000 

Stamps 30,000 

Wines 100,000 

Regulation  of  2>tores  18,000 

Window  Tax    85,000 

Would  give  a  toUl  of  ..;  £.  333,000 
The  Interest  and  Sinking  Fund 
on  the  Loan  of  5,400,000/.  Bri* 
fish,  borrowed  this  year,  was,  as 
he  before  stated,  305,787/.  Bri- 
tish, or 331,269 

Leaving  a  surplus,  untouched, 
ofer  what  was  fully  sufficient  to 
satisfy  the  interest,  of X6,731 

He  concluded,  by  moving  a  string  of 
resolutions,  for  imposing  these  new  taxes. 
On  the  first  resolution  being  put. 

Sir  Jchn  Newport,  before  he  should  enter 
upon  the  consideration  of  the  new  taxes, 
called  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the 
circumiunces  of  Ireland,  at  present,  as 
compared  with  former  periods.  Hflkdid 
this,  in  order  that  they  might  not  be  de- 
luded into  a  state  of  self-deception  ;  but, 
being  aware  of  the  difficulties  that  awaited 
them,  prepare  to  face  them  fairly,  before 
thev  were  obliged  to  call  on  the  people  of 
Ireland  or  England  to  extricate  them,  by 
the  imposition  of  most  grievous  burdens. 
In  making  this  comparison,  he  objected  to 
Uking  the  period  of  the  Union  as  a  fit  cri- 
terion. The  country  hadjust  then  emerged 
out  of  the  rebellion  of  1798,  which  had 
unsettled  the  minds  of  men,  and  laid  their 
trade  and  commerce  under  mat  tem- 
porary disadvantages.  The  fairest  way 
was,  therefore,  to  go  to  an  anterior  period 
of  tranquillity,  and  he  would,  therefore, 
assume  the  year  1794,  as  a  year  of  peace, 
and  immediately  before  the  breaking  out 
of  the  French  revolution.  From  the  com- 
parison with  this  year,  he  would  shew 
what  progress  Ireland  had  actually  made, 
and  what  a  statesman  might,  at  that  pe- 
riod, have  been  warranted  in  looking  to 
br  the  public  service.    In  1794,  the  debt 
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of  Ireland  was  1 ,642,840/1  of  which  the  in- 
terest, 1  I4,000/L  was  all  paid  in  the  coun* 
try.  In  1800,  the  debt  had  arisen. to 
23,100,000/.,  interest  1,238^000/.  of  which 
500,000/.  was  paid  out  of  Ireland. .  And 
in  1810,  January  last,  the  debt  was 
81,000,000/.  and  the  interest  3,942,000/. 
out  of  which  nearly  2,500,000/.  was  paid 
in  Great  Britain.  In/1800»  the  income 
Vas  2,760,000/.  in  1808,  4,417,000/.  and 
in  1810,  4,280,000/.*— Thus  there  was  no 
proportion  between  the^  increase  of  debt 
and  revenue.  The  deficiency  of  the  latter 
he  imputed  in  a  great  measure  to  the  im* 
mense  sums  expended  in  the  management 
of  public  money.  In  general,  the  more 
the  revenue  increased,  the  proportion  of 
the  charges  of  management  was  less ;  but 
in  Ireland*  the  reverse  was  the  case,  and 
the  greater  the  revenue  became,  the  mor^ 
in  proportion  were  the-charges  augmented. 
They  were  now  as  two  to  one  of  what  thev 
were  in  1800.  The  surpluses  in  the  vari- 
ous years  would  still  more  illustrate  the 
state  of  the  country.  In  1800,  the  surplus 
was  1,500,000/.  in  1807, 765,000/.  in  1808, 
1,017,000/.  and  in  1810,  only  338,000/. 
Going  on  in  this  way,  even  if  the  taxes 
were  as  productive  as  the  ri^ht  hon.  guit. 
supposed,  but  of  which  he  was  very  dount- 
ful,  as  some  of  them,  particularly  that  on 
wine,  has  been  tried  and -failed  in  '1605, 
with  a  decreased  revenue,  they  would 
shortly  come  to  the  crisis,  with  observing 
upon  which  he  had  begun  what  he  had  to 
offer  on  this  ocoasion.  With  respect  to 
the  exports,  he*  also  objected  to  the  year 
1800  as  a  criterion,  as  in  that  year,  from 
the  depression  already  poticed,  they  were 
one  million  less  than  in  1792.  In  1799^ 
the^r  we^e  5,817,000/.;  in  1809  only  4 
million  o^ds;  and  in  1810  not  more  thaa 
400,000/.  above  what  they  were  in  1792. 
Thus  standing  matters,  he  could  enter  into 
no  computation  of  ideal  values  pot  on  by^ 
the  In^pec^or-General.  When  in  office, 
he  had  frequently,  held  different  opinions 
from  him,  and  found  that  his  judgment 
was  not  invariably  to  be  taken  as  a  stand- 
ard. As  for  taking  the  Dublin  Exports  as 
the  criterion,  thM  was  as  absurd  as  it  would 
be  to  take  the  London  price  of  corn  as  the 
general  standard  for  the  exportation  of  thai 
article  throughout  the  country.  He  beg* 
ged  not  to  be  misunderstood  on  this  topic  s 
he  considered  Ireland  as  productive,  be- 
yond the  most  sanguine  hopes  that  coujd 
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be  fonatd.  lie  constdered  tier  to  be 
npidly  tacreasing  in  Wteroal  etiUiTatioii, 
in  tram,  in  enterprise,  and  in  commerce ; 
iasomueh,  that  he  looked  to  her,  in  Aitu- 
rity,  as  rainisterine  to  the  wants  ef  this 
eoontry,  from  the  abundance  of  her  pro- 
duce.— He  had  recommended  the  measure 
of  permitting  the  coasting  trade,  in  corn, 
between  the  two  conntries;  and  etrpe- 
rience  had  oroved  that  it  was  founded  in 
wisdom ;— ror,  last  year,  the  export  of  Ire- 
land, independent  of  other  grain,  was,  in 
oats  alone,  782,000  quarters,  or  five  times 
the  amount  of  what  it  was  in  the  year  pre- 
vious to  r)Bmovinflr  the  bar,  1805.  He 
trusted  this  would  induce  the  House  to 
throw  down  the  remaining  impediments, 
and  make  the  ports  of  the  two  countries  as 
one  grand  depot,  of  every  species  ef  mer- 
chandize, for  the  United  Empire.  If  so, 
7-lOths  of  this  ceuntry's^whoie  demand  in 
grain,  so  far  from  being  to  seek  in  foreign 
ports,  might  be  expected  from  Ireland. 
Besides  this  increase,  he  had  the  satisfac- 
tion to  notice  a  corresponding  increase  in 
bacon  and  pork.  He  would  npw  proci^ed 
to  the  consideration  of  the  new  taxes,  but 
first  begged  to  put  the  House  on,  its  guard 
against  any  expectation- of  increase  in  the 
revenue  to  provide  for  the  interest  of  the 
loan,  after  the  disappointment  they  had 
suffered  last  year.  The  right  hen.  gent, 
had  then  calculated,  that  the  prohibition 
of  the  use  of  raw  malt  in  the  distilleries, 
would  produce  248,000/.  He  had  express- 
ed his  surprise  at  this  extravagant  calcu- 
lation, aiyl  the  event  proved  he  was  right, 
Imt  the  measure  produced  only  50,000/. 
It  was  somewhat  similar  with  the  spirit 
duties,  which  were  to  produce  92,000/.  but 
did  not  raise  one  shilling.  It  was  from 
Aese  failures  that  they  were  now  compel- 
led to  provide  for  two  years  instead  of  one. 
—The  right  hen.  gent  took  the  revenue 
at  5,000,000/. :  he  was  at  a  loss  to  know 
en  what  data  he  proceeded,  as  at  no  time 
previous  to  last  year  had  it  ever  amount- 
ed to  so  much;  and  last  year,  as  he 
had  already  stated,  the  new  measures 
entirely  failed.  It  could  not  be  founded 
•n  an  expected  increase  of  the  distilleries, 
as  whatever  was  gained  under  that  descrip- 
tion, would  be  counterbalanced  by  a  loss 
10  the  customs,  on  the  importation  of  fo- 
teiga  spirits.  The  first  of  the  new  taxes 
enumerated  was  the  addition  on  the  post- 
age of  letters.  In  1805  the  right  hon.  gent, 
bad  tried  this,  in  spite  of  all  his  endea- 
vours to  shew  him,  that,  in  finance,  it  was 
not  always  d^at  2  and  2^  mde  4.    It  was 
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truoj  the  revenue  of  the  Po8t»offic«  Inrf 
siiioe  increased  ;    but, ,  he  contraded,  <  it 
was  not  in  consequence  of  the  additraa 
then   laid  on  (on  the  contrary,  it  eroaid 
have  bcea more,  had  mify  one  kalfbeea 
imposed),  but  from  other  general  caoses. 
The  right  hmi.  gent.  wa«  mistaken  in  llsiiik- 
^ng,  that,  because  a  tax  produced  in  ibis 
Qountryyit  would  also  foe  productive  io  Ir^ 
land.    Arichcenntry  might  support  that 
which>  in  a  poorer  conntry,  would  caisee  a 
decrease  ;  and  this,  he  believed,  weold  be 
the  fate  of  this  tax  ;•— which,  \>y  •dimiiuah- 
ing  the  correspondence  in  Ireland,  wouM 
lower  the  revenue  from  what  it  now  was, 
rather  than  aucmeut  it.     With  vespect  to 
the  2nd  item,  flie  additional  doty  on  tea, 
he  was  equally  surprised  at  that.     Why 
would  the    right   hon.  gent,  chnae    th» 
period  to  lay  another  impost  on  the  main 
pillar  of  the  customs  ^  It  had  decrefeeed 
60,000/.  in  500,000/.  last  year,  and  yet  this 
was  the  time  chosen  to  add  another  barden 
to  a  Billing  doty,  in  order  to  render  it 
more  productive.    As  for  the  raisins  and 
eurrants,  they  were  not  wortbadvertingto. 
It    was    well  known  that  those  articles 
only  would    be    productive  >  in  taxatien 
which  were  the  consumption  ef  the  people. 
Now,  it  was  acknowledged  and   known^ 
that  these  articles  formed  no  material  part 
of  the   consumption  of  the  Irish  nation. 
They  were  not  so  fond  of  puddings,  &c.  as 
the  people  of  this  country:    and  even 
those  wno  could    afford    it,  seldom  had 
tbem   used    in    dishes    for  their  tables. 
With  respeet  to  the  additional  doty  on 
receipt  stamps,  he  thought  it  the  nest  mje- 
dicious  tax  that  ceuld  be  devisedw*<-AI- 
ready  this  tax  was  so  much  eluded,  that  it 
did  not  produce  one  tenth  of  what  1%  ought 
to  produce.    Why  then  aqgraent  it,  and 
give  another  inducement  for  defirauding 
the  revenue  ?  The  rise  on  the  newspaper 
advertisement  duty,  too,  in  his  opinion, 
woold  defeat  its  own  object ;  for  even  at 
the  present  duty,  two  thirds  of  the  bo* 
sinessof  the-country  was  done  by  the  cir- 
culation of  band  bills  ;  a  practice  which 
would,  in  consequence  of  this  new  im- 
position, be  more  gone  into.    He  was  so 
convinced  of  this,  that  he  would  pledge 
himself,  that,  with  the  new  duty,  the  re- 
venue would  be  less  than  it  was  at  this 
moment  He  now  came  to  the  wine  duty ; 
and   really  would  have  thought  that  the 
experience  of  1804-5  would  have  tati^t 
the  right  hon.  gent,  to'  abstain  from  that 
tax.    At  that  period  be  bad  been,  with 
difficnlty,  dimaded  from  laying  on  a  duty 
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l»lhetsMiit  ba  intetided,  on  the  state- 
meal  oT  a  very  intelligent  merchant,  a 
member  of  the  Home,  who  declared  that 
lie  fvoold  thereby  deteriorate^  the  revenoe. 
To  a  certain  degree  he  had  yielded  to  these 
Tepreaentations,  and  laid  en  only  one  half 
of  what  he  had  prqposed.— The  conse- 
quence was  an  astonishing  decrease  of  re* 
Tenoe  $  and  it  was  three  years  before  U 
amounted  to  the  point  from  whence  it  set 
ool ;  and  again  it  had  diminished.  In  I SOO 
the  duty  on  Port  amounted  to  277,470/. 
and  in  I8K)  to  196,700/.  being  a  decrease 
of  80,000/.  In  French  wines  there  was 
an  increase  of  about  3,000/. ;  and  also,  in 
Spanish  wine,  of  50,000/.  On  the  whole, 
the  decrease  was  10,000/.  With  this  before 
bis  eyes,  how  could  the  right  hon.  gent, 
calculate  on  this  new  duty  producing 
100,000/.  or  rather  more  than  one  foturth  of 
the  present  produce  ?  With  respect  to  the 
atorage  doty,  it  waa  not  worth  attention, 
and  he  would  only  say,  unless  better  rego* 
lations  were  adopted  in  that  matter,  it  would 
only  torn  out  a  burden  upon  trade,  without 
benefiting  ihe  rcTenue.  The  last  of  these 
laacea  waa  that  of  50  per  cent,  addition  on 
windows.  This  might  produce  what  was 
espected,  for  two  or  three  years ;  but  it 
woold  be  a  heavy  burden  on  persons  living 
in  towns,  and  small  shopkeepers,  with 
bouses  baring  more  than  srven  windows. 
He  was  desirous  that  all  taxes  laid  on 
might  be  productive ;  but  it  surely  coold 
not  be  the  wish  of  parliament  to'  lessen 
the  comforts  that  the  lower  orders  enjoy- 
ed. What  he  had  said  on  these  pointa 
were  mere  suggeations;*--He  did  not  mean 
to  urge  any  captious  objections  to  the 
tazea  proposed  by  the  right  hon.  gent., 
but  to  put  the  actual  stmte  of  the  case  be- 
fore the  House,  and  not  allow  them  to  be 
buoyed  up  with  false  expectations.  The 
right  hon.  gent.,  in  addition  to  this,  had 
atated,  as  one  of  his  consolations,  that  there 
was  noiloating  debt  in  Ireland.  This  was 
true,  nor  would  the  circumstances  of  the 
country  admit  of  such  a  thing.  Haying 
staled  this  much,  he  begged  pardon  for  a 
few  momenta  longer,  while  he  pointed  out 
what  might  have  been  and  what  might  be 
made  available  for  public  purposes,  before 
new  burdens  were  laid  on  the  people. 
The  renewal  of  the  bank  charter  might 
have  been  granted  at  a  rate  which  would 
have  produced  a  fond  for  the  aervice  of 
the.coimtry  ;  but,  inatead  of  that,  it  was 
given  away  almoat  gratis*  for  the  loan  of 
one  milUoo^  at  aa  high  a  rata  of  interest  as 
it  would  have  been  lent  to.iodtvidnala, 
▼obxni. 


and  for  a  small  alteration  in  the  manage* 
ment.  •  A  sum  greater  than  at  present 
might,  be  received  out  of  the  duties  on 
wrought  iron  imported' from'  this  country. 
The  10  per  cent,  custom  duty  ought  to 
produce  5S,000/.  but,  instead  of  that,  by 
some  mismanagement,  it  produced  only 
17,000/.  He  called  on  the  right  hon. 
gent,  to  torn  his  attention  to  this  subject. 
The  only  (Hher  circumstance  of  this  kind 
he  woutd  now  notice,  was  the  great  ba- 
lance remaining  due  from  dead  and  dis- 
missed collectors.— The  amount  was  im* 
mense ;  and,  from  knowing  that  many  of 
the  soma  might  easily  be  recovered  and 
applied  to  the  public  use,  before  newtaxea 
were  devised,  he  coald  only  impute  their 
long  out-standing  to  the  remissness  of  the 
agents  and  solicitors  employed.  In  men* 
tioning  these  balances,  he  begged  to  be 
understood  aa  meaning  nothing  invidioua 
to  any  individual.  Ii^  the  list  he  found 
Mr/  Finch,  uncle  to  the  earl  of 

Clancarty,  for  Gakway i*.  11,000 

Mr.  Shaw  of  Cork,  with  Mr.  Luke 

White  for  hia  security ,        7,400 

The  late  Mr.  Lysaght,  who  died 
in  1 7d9,  without  children,  and 
leaving  great  personal  pro- 
perty, lord  I,iale  his  security 

and  executor 9,500 

Mr.Qonnor,  Cork 19,000 

Mr.  Connor,  he  understood,  had  been 
brought  back  from  Scotland,  (after  carry- 
ing off  70,000/.  besides  the  above,)  and 
imprisoned,  but  since  set  at  large.  Why 
was  this?  Waa  it  that  he  was  as  noted 
for  bis  loyalty,  as  his  two  other  brothera 
were  Ju  another  line  ?■ 

Mr.  Moore,  of  MHrlboroogb 21,000 

Mr.  Augustine  Fitzgerald,  with 
lord  Longueville  for  his  security.    8,500 

Mr.  Harrison,  of  Ennis •     1,100 

Many  of  these  he  was  sure  might  be  ^^y 
readily  got ;  and  though  there  were  many 
others  which  in  a  list  he  had  seen  of  the 
solicitor's  were  termed  desperate,  in 
contradistinction  to  those  he  pronounced 
to  be  sperate,  but  from  which  nothing  but 
hopes  bad  •  yet  arisen,  he  believed  the  so- 
licitors took  no  steps  but  to  keep  the  suit^ 
alive,  and  take  the  expences  ootofthe 
public  purse.  ,  Mr.  Welsh,  of  Naas,  waa 
another ;  but  the  crown  haid  a  lieu  on  an 
estate  he  had  sold.  And  he  (sir  John 
Newport)  trusted  they  would  not  enable 
the  utles  to  be  made  out,^  till  the  balance 
was  discharged.  He  again  guarded  him- 
self against  meaning  any  thing  invi- 
dious. He  had  only  dmie  bia  duty  in 
P[7] 
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pointiiig  out  wbal  might  be  veeovertd  for 
the  public  ase,  before  direcl  tuxes  were 
retorted  to.  Alao  to  direct  their  atteolioB 
to  the  enormoua  expence  of  maeagenieBt 
in  the  public  money,  to  prevent  embea- 
zlement,  or  making  away  with  the  money 
Id  their  bands.  He  wa»  aware  the  right 
boQ.  gent,  had  to  struggle  with  the  delays 
of  law ;  but  there  were  excuses  made  by 
the  solicitors  and  agents,  which  onsh%  not 
to  be  admitted.^  The  grewing  debt,  in 
proportion  to  the  revenue,  filled  him  with 
^  apprehension ;  and,  he  feared,  if  not 
'  tiobely  looked  to,  it  would  come  to  an 
alarttiing  height  hereafter,  and  be  more 
difficult  to  overcome.  The  quota  charged 
OB  Ireland,  by  the  Union,  was  too  much. 
It  might  be  said,  the  bargain  was  made, 
and  they  must  abide  by  it.  This  was 
true:  but  a  better  bargain  might  have 
been  made ;  atid,  if  it  was  a  bad  one^  the 
loss,  in  the  end,  would  fail  on  thole  who 
imposed  it.  The  right,  bon.  gent. ^con- 
cluded with  a  warm  recommendation,  of 
residence,  in  thc^  country,  to  the  gentry  of 
Irebnd,  as  the  surest  means  of  promoting 
her  prosperity  and  happiness. 

Mr.  Shaw  (of  Dublin,)  with  reference  to 
the  case  alluded  to  by  the  right  hon. 
baronet,  of  Mr.  Shaw,  the  cpllector,  stated 
that  on  the  day  of  his  death  the  balance 
of  his  accounts  with  government  was 
transmitted  to  him  (Mr.  S.),  but  some 
surcharges  havin^g  been  made,  the  widow 
aad  family  wished  to  settle  the  account ; 
and  when  the  arran^nenis  shotiM  be 
made,  the  balance  was  ready  to  be  paid 
\ih  whatever  it  may  be. 

Mr.  W,  Pole  stated,  that  there  were  some 
difficulties  in  settling  the  accoants  of  Mr. 
'  Shaw  :  but  he  had  directed  tbe  nec^^ary 
inquiries  to  be  made,  and  eiepeeted  that 
the  accounts  would  shortly  be  made  up. 
The  right  hon.  gent,  bore  teslimony  to 
the  statement  of  the  hon.  member  as  to  the 
wkhes  of  Mr.  Shaw's  family  to  pay  «p 
the  balance. 

Sir  J.  Aitqporldisclaimed  any  idea  of  im* 
pating  unworthy  motives  to  the  late  Mr. 
Sbaw. 

Mr.  Fo$hr  replied  to  the  observations 
of  the  hon.  baronet,  with  respect  to  the 
deficits  in  the  oollectton  of  the  taxes.  As 
to  Mr.  Trepch's  deficit,  that  was  aaed 
foiv  and  tlie  jury  struck  o§  1 1,000/.  Meana 
were  taken  to  remove  fictitioas  charges  and 
to  irnufe,  in  futare,  the  paying  into  the 
treasuty  weekly  the  receipts  of  taxes  ;  to 
ascertam  the  exact  amount  of  the  coHec* 
tioB  aS  iht  Moeivwi^  foe  which  pvpOM  a 


bill  bad  biB«B  browght  ht  laai  mukm. 
consequence  of  this  proceeding  on  tbe 
of  government^  the  public  may  rest  aswnred 
that  perfect  security  would  be  had  for  the 
doe  observance  of  the  provisiooa  of*  the 
bilK    The  right  hon.  gent,  quoteil  fram  a 
paper  of  returns  in  the  customs,  to   sbe^r 
that  abum  of  <  11, 00(M.  only  was  doe  eat 
of  the  aggregate  of  the  collection,     vritfe 
respect  to  O'Connor'a  deficit,  thera    ^raa 
reason  to  believe  that  great -part  of  hia 
debt  was  fietitbus.    As  to  Mr.  Sbaw,  the 
surcharges  were  in  a  great  meatara  Texa* 
tious.  The  right  hon.  gent,  then  defonded 
the  year  of  criterion  (with  respect  to  the 
receipts  of  the  revenue)  which  ha   had 
taHen  and  contended,  that  from  the  year 
1800  the  revenue  had  conttnned  to  rise 
progressively,  until  it  arrived  at  the  amoanc 
he  had  previously  stated.    The  daly  on 
malt  last  year  produced  400,000l«.  when 
there  was  not  a  still  at  work,  of  couraethat 
sum  was  produced  by  the  brewariea  alone. 
The  amount  of  the  soma  in  former  jean 
by  the  working  of  the   dittillariea  and 
breweries   was   at    SlOfiOOL    ther^bre, 
when  he  stated  that  the  duty  on  mak  had 
increased,  he  had  stated  no  more  thas 
truth.    As  to  the  post  oflioe,  the  revenae 
in  that  respect  was  productive.     In  the 
wine  duties  the   increase  was  great,  and 
although,  the  article  of  port,  as  stated  by 
the  right  hon.  hart,  was  deficient  in  pro* 
dact/be  could  account  for  that  by  stating 
that  at  the  Costom-hoose  the  merchenta  in 
somein  stances  had  entered  Port  asSpanish 
wines.     Having  made  these  fewobserva* 
tions  in  reply,  he  asaared  the '  right  hon. 
bart.  that  if  he  had  any  taxes  in  heu  of 
•those  proposed,  he  would  gladly  adopt 
them>  if  convenient  to  the  public  service. 

Sir/.  Nctopart  thought  Mr.  IVench's 
balance  shonld  have  appearad  in  the  pub- 
lic accounts.  As  to  Mr.  O'Connor,  it  was 
he  mast  observe  an  imputation  on  the  go- 
vernment to  alkiw  the  errors  in  the  ac- 
connts  of  collectors  to  remain. 

Mr.  A,  harmg  considered  the  frish  Isan 
aa  a  most  enormous  burthen  to  this  caentrv, 
and  suggested  to  the  right  hon.  gent,  m 
litibre  to  borrow  the  sum  which  he  mf^% 
want  for  the  aervice  of  Ireland,  in  that 
toantry.  The  practice  ef  borrowing  mo- 
ney in  England  be  oondemaed  as  d^lruc*. 
tive,  becanse  the  baithens  which  the  peo- 
ple of  Ireland  wovid  bear  iia  eonseqcieiiee, 
waold  be  to  be  paid  lo  the  Etoglish  cre- 
ditor. He  thought  the  terms  proposed  for 
the  last  loan  in  Ireland  wire  Mr/  and 
goreoMaentdieeM  har«  mMM.  to  theia. 
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Mr.  FofTtfr  Haltd^  ikal  the  Imd  wm 
^^olcfi^  in  {r«]aii4  wUb  a  view  to  f  aim  m 
^nflcll  oflhe  tuAi  wanleU  there  im  fKMii^la 
The  policy  lied  always  been  ^  lo  raise  it^ 
but  it  had  been  found  ibit  the  terms  jCO 
wbiah  tUBLSum  might  have  been  raised  in 
Ireland  were  higher  than^the  government 
tbongfat  themselfes  justified  io  closing 
with*  It  was  judged  expedient  therefore 
toacoept  rates  o&re^the  contractors  jn 
England;    He  recommended  to  thehon. 

gfo^i*  to  understand  the  finances  of  Ireland 
etter  before  he  condemned  the  measures 
of  goviemment  in  fespect  to  loans. 

Sir  Johm  NeiBpan  concurred  with  the 
ri|^fe  hon.  gentleman  ibat  the  diiB<iulties 
under  which  Ireland  laboured,  constituted 
an  insuperable  bar  to  raising  tbe  loan 
there. 

The  resolutions  were  ihcn  put  and 
agreed  to* 

[DaoiTs  OF  AnmaALTT.]  Mr.  Tirtisigr 
rose  !•  make  bis  promised  motion  upon 
tbia  9ttbject»to  which  he  was  induced  to  call 
dm  attention  of  the  House  in  conse<|uettce 
of  its  grant  of  lfiOOl»  annuity  to  his  aarene 
bighnam  the  duke  of  Bronawick.  Upon 
tbat  occasion  it  was  never  once  objected 
by  him  or  by  any  other  member^  that  a 
suitable  provision  ought  not  to  be  made 
for  that  aistioguished  individual,  of  whom 
he  never  bad  spoke,  and  of  whom  he  never 
could  ^peak  bm  in  terms  of  the  highest 
respect^  but  k  was  said  that  ther^  existed 
under  the  oontroul  of  .the  crown  funds  fully 
sufficient  for  that  nurpoae.  without  an  in* 
crease  of  the  burdens  of  (be  people.  To 
ascertain  that  frct«  he  had  on  a  former 
night  moved  Ant  the  production  ofanac» 
count  of  the  sum  arising  from  the  droits  of 
Uie  admiralty  now  .undisposed  of,  and'tber^ 
fiore  whoUy  under  tfa«  controul  of  tbe 
crown.  It  appeared  from  the  paper  that 
night  presented,  tbat  the  sum  of  those 
droits,  now  at  bis  Jklajesty's  disposal, 
amounted  to  no  less  a  sum  thsn  342/XKW. 
Tbe  trouble  of  the  present  discussion 
■sight  have  been  apared  to  the  House  if 
his  Majesty's  advisers  had  thought  proper 
lo  recommend  that,  to  obtain  which,  it 
was  his  intention  to  move  <mi  that  night,  an 
nddrem  to  his  Miyesty.  Such  a  course, 
Ifom  unifettn  usage,  it  was  natural  to  ex- 
pect they  would  tiave  adopted,  after  they 
had  aseeriained  that  their  proposition  for 
a  grant  out  of  the  civil  list  to  the  duke  of 
firunswicki  was  only  carried  by  a  majority 
of  17.  There  was  then,  as  there  was  now, 
no  objection  to  provide  and  make  good  an 
artahlisliiuant  aukable  to  the  rank  and 
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ahnracter  cf  his  lerene  highAess:  but 
BMLnyweie  impressed  with  the  conviction 
that  no  grant  for  that  purpose  could  be 
more  expedient,  as  there  oould  be  none 
more  grateful  to  his  Majesty  than  that 
which  cenld  be  conveniently  settled  upon 
funds  fully  adequate,  saMy  at  the  dispoeal 
of  the  crowo,  «ftd  which  added  nothing  to 
tbe  buidens  of  the  people.  Such  an  ap* 
plication  of  the  droits  of  adnuraky  had 
neen  already  made  to  tbe  duke  of  Cum« 
berland  and  to  others  of  the  royal  family* 
What  objection  then  could  arise  to  prevent 
such  an  application  in  the  present  instance 
he  wu  unable  to  ascertain.  He  should 
therefore  f  ecommend  that  a  sum  of  money 
arising  out  of  the  undisposed  ofdroits* 
should  be  paid  into  the  cousoiidated  fond 
in  order  toansver  the  payment  of  the  an- 
unity  of  7,000/.  per  ann.  voted  to  his  se« 
rene  hi^bnem  the  duke  of  Brunswicfc* 
Computing  that  annuity  at  ten  yrears 
purchase,  the  sum  tequir^d  to  go  in  aid  of 
the  ceoaotidated  fond  would  be  70,000/^ 
He  would  not  figure  to  himself  in  what 
manner  it  could  be  better  applied  by  his 
Majesty  than  in  making  a  suitable  pro# 
vision  for  nne  so  near  to  him.  He  could 
say  no  more  then  on  the  subject,  as  he 
could  not  conceive  what  pomibie  ejection 
oould  be  made  to  his  motion.— -The  right 
hon.  gent  concluded  by  moving ;  «  That 
an  bumble  Addsem  be  presented  to  hii 
Majesty,  humbly  to  represent  that,  in 
compliance  with  bis  Majesty's  most  gra^ 
oious  message,  recommeodiog  to  this 
House  to  consider  of  the  means  of  enabling 
his  Mi^ty  to  make  some  provision  for  tl^e 
eatablijhment  of  his  aerene  bighneu  the 
duke  of  Brunswick,  his  foithful  Commons 
did  cheerfully  grant  to  bis  serene  bigbnem 
a  sum  of  7j000iL  per  ann.  charged  upon 
and  payable  out  of  the  consolidated  fond* 
—To  Btbte  to  his  Majesty,  that  by  .an  n^ 
count  laid  before  this  House,  since  the  said 
grant  of  7|000i  per  ann.  was  vote^f  it  a(^ 
pears  that  very  large  sums  arising  from 
droits  of  admiialty  have  been  received  by 
tbe  crown  ;  and  tbat  there  is  now  remain^ 
tng,  at.the  disposal  of  his  Majesty,  a  sum 
amounting  to  above  :i'i>2,85B2.*^£flurnestly 
to  call  bis  Majesty's  paternal  attention  to 
the  heavy  and  unprecedented  taxation  to 
which  his  loyal  and  afiectionate  people 
have -been,  and  still  are  exposed>  an  the 
prosecution  of  tbe  war  against  France; 
and  humbly  to  state  tbat  while  we  aie  at 
all  times  anxious  to  prove  oilr  attachmem 
to,  and  respect  for,  eve^brsnoh  of  hia 
Mii^y 's  illustfieos  House»  and  aenbua  lA 
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the  support  as  well  of  the  sptendoar  and^ 
dignity  as  of  the  •ecarity  and  honoar  of 
fai^  throne,  we  owe  it  as  a  duty  to  those 
whofie  representatives  we  are  not  unneoes- 
flarily  to  add  to  their  harthens;— -Hucnbty, 
therefore,  to  throw  ourselres  upon  his 
Majeaty's  gracious  consideration,  lind  to 

'  express  our  confident  reliance,  that,  being 
infonned  by  his  faithful  Commons,  th^t 
the  means  of  making  a  suitable  provision' 
for  a  prmce  so  nearly  allied  to  his  Ma- 
jesty, may  be  found  in  the  droits  at  the 
disposal  of  the  crown,  his  Majesty  will  be 
pleased  to  gi?e  directions,  that  such  a  sum 
be  paid  into  the  consolidated  fund  as  may 
be  equal  to  the  value  of  the  annuity 
charged  upon  the  same  for  his  serene 
highness  the  duke  of  Brunswick/' 

The  Chanceltor  of  the  Exchequer  thought 
his  Majesty  should  rather  be  directly  so- 
licited for  any  sum  out  of  the  droits  of  the 
admiralty,  to  apply  to  the  public  service, 
that  might  be  required,  than  that  he  should 
be  addressed  in  such  terms  of  reproach. 
If  the  House  would  have  the  goodncfss  to 
look  to  the  manner  in  which  the  fund  had 
been  made  use  of  during  the  whole  war, 
he  thought  that  in  no  one  instance  would 
they  be  disposed  to  disapprove  of  the 
way  in  Which  it  had  been  applied.    Look. 

'  ing  back  to  that  vote  of  which  the  right 
hon.  gent,  had  spoken,  he  thought  it  had 
been  come  to  under  impressions  very  dif- 
ferent from  those,  which  would  now  in* 
fiueuce  their  conduct.  Then  they  had 
but  a  number  of  loose  sums  before  them, 
some  of  which  were  stated  to  have  been 
given  to  various  members  of  the  royal 
family,  and  the  whole  represented  to  be 
such  that  the  House  ought  to  contemplate 
it  as  an  object  of  jealousy,  and,  as  such, 
that  the  House  would  act  a  becoming 
part  in  interfering  on  the  occasion.  That 
reeling,  he  had  no  doubt,  mixed 'itself  a 
great  deal  in  the  impressions  of  the  House 
at  that  time  :  but  now,  when  they  could 
see  by  the  accounts  before  them^  bow  the 
7,000,000/.  had  been  applied,  as  they 
would  have  no  reason  to  complain  of  the 
manner  in  which  it  could  be  applied,  he 
could  have  no  reason  for  looking  back  to 
the  former  vote  with  any  feeling  of  appre- 
hension. If  the  House  should  be  of  opi- 
nion that  any  part  of  the  admiralty  droits 
should  be  applied  lo  the  services  of  the 
public,  he  hoped  they  would  address  his 
Majesty  in  a  manner  less  indecorous  than 
that  proposed.  There  had  been  four  com- 
missions, through  the  wars  iu  which  wte 
bad  been  enga^,  viz.  the  Datcb^  Spanish, 


Prussian,  and  Danish,  <m  which  the  tot«I 
amount  of  the  proceeds  vfere  7,344'»60fK. 
The  sums  paid  to  various  claimants  oii  the 
receivf^r- general  of  the  droits,  inclndiii^ 
law  charges,  &c.  amounted  to  3,320,990/. 
In  the  years  1796  and  1797,  there  had  been 
applied  to  the  public  service  900,O0O£.and 
in  Jan.  and  Feb.  1  ti06,  the  sum  of  1 ,000,000/. 
was  apprd^riated  to  a  similar  purpose  ; 
thus  it  appeared,  that  in  thoW  years   bd 
Jess  than  1,900,000/.   had  been  applied  to 
the  public  service,  without  any  address 
from  parliament  on  the  subject.     In  the 
course  of  the  last  year,  there  had  been 
paid  to  admiral  Gambter,  as  his  share  of 
the  proceeds  arising  from  the  sale  of  the 
Danish  prizes,  the  sum  of  348,26  W.  There 
had  been  paid  into  the  Exchequer,  more- 
over,  at  difffcent  periods,  the  foUowin^^ 
sums  :-*!  90,000/.  ;   80,000/.;    40XKX)/.  ; 
making'  a  total  of  310,000/.     From  tkis 
fund,  he  would  observe,  17 1, 000/.  was  paid 
to  the  royal  family  during  the  last  admi- 
nistration.   He  did  not  mean  to  attach 
any   blame    to  them  for  so  doing  ;   he 
merely  stated  the  fact,  to  shew  such  an 
appropriation  was  not  more  to  be  charged 
to  the  present  government  than  to  those 
who  had  gone  before,  and  most  particn* 
larly  so  the  last  administration.    Another 
case  in  the  account  came  under  the  head 
"  Special,.*  and  consisted  of  rewards  given 
to  those  who  bad  captured  vessels,  which 
they  appeared  to  have  a  right  to  capture, 
but  which  subsequently  they  were  com* 
pelted  to  give  up,  and  of  various  other 
claims.     He  should  move  for  the  printing 
of  the  papers  on  this  subject.     No  one 
payment  however,  of  this  description,  had 
ever  been  made  but  on  the  report  of  the 
King's  advocate.    Each  of  theie  or  the 
whole  might  be  called  for.    They  would, 
he  was  convinced,  prove  satisfactory,  and 
he  would  undertake  to  say  •  there  would 
be  no  objection  to  any  one  or  more  of  the 
items.    These  it  was  his  wish  to  bring 
forward,  that  it  might  be  seen  on  what 
grounds  his  Majesty  has  been  advised  lo 
make    the   grants  he  had  made  out  of 
that  fund.    The  whole  of  the  payments 
made    from    the    droits   amounted    to- 
gether to  6,1 88,432/  .which  deducted  from 
7,34>4,600/.  the  sum  total  of  the  proceeds, 
left  a  balance  of  1 , 1 56, 1 68/.  An  arrear  of  the 
44  per  cent,  fund  of  40,000/.  had  besides 
been  paid  from  the  droits.    That  being 
a  fund  to  which,  when    in  sarplos,  such 
frequent  applications  were  made,  he  most 
certainly  had  advised  lus  Mi^estv  to  mj* 
off  its  arrear  out  of  the  droits  of  MBirslty» 
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Tbe  pioviiion  made  for  the  ciril  liat  too 
WBS  nol  eqaal  |o  its  chargef.  The  esta- 
bliahment,  as  made  by  Mr.  Pitt,  be 
thoaght  ifas  not  originally  sufficient.  Tbe 
last  admiDistration  eten  had  become  com- 
pelled to  appropriate  I90«000/.  to  the* 
porpose  of  reliefing  the  civil  list ;  and 
m  the  course  of  their  administration  tbey 
had  been  again  obliged  to  go  to  another 
fund,  tbe  Scotob  revenue,  to  release  tbe 
civil  list  from  debts  recently  accomoUtod. 
He  understood  the  IQOjOOO/.  had  been  so 
appropriated  in  March  1806,  and  the  latter 
SOiOOO/.  in  1807  for  debu  contracted  sub- 
sequent to  tbe  former  payment  This 
arose  from  the  original  deficiency  in  tbe 
civil  list,  as  he  had  already  stated,  which 
was  such,  that  it  fell  short  between  120  and 
SOfiOOL  every  uuarter.  Out  of  the  pro- 
ceeds ai'ising  rrom  the  Danish  prizes 
348,000/.  had  already  been  applied  to  the 
public  service.  This  was  done  in  conse- 
quence of  a  determination  to  apply  the 
whole  of  'the  proceeds  thence  arising  to 
the  service  of  the  public,  after  satisfying 
the  claimants  and  captors.  Hie  motives 
by  which  they  were  then  actuated  arose 
out  of  the  circumstances  of  there  being 
various  merchants,  who  looked  for  a  re- 
muneration of  the  losses  they  had  sus- 
tained, from  the  manner  in  which  the  war 
broke  out,  from  those  proceeds.  The 
roost  serious  consideration  was  given  to 
their  wishes,  but  it  was  found  impossible* 
to  comply  with  them  ransisiently  with  any 
view  of  policy,  as  it  would  establish  a 
most  dangerous  precedent,  and  merchanu 
might,  in  consequence,  at  the  breaking 
out  of  a  future  war,  be  indifl^rent  about 
getting  oft*  their  property.  He  thought 
the  right  hon.  gent,  stated  the  surplus  of 
thedroitt  to.be  less  than  it  really  was, 
but  it  would  be  idle  to  pretend  to  give 
that  to  the  public,  and  so  impoveriib  the 
fund,  a«  to  oblige  tbe  King  to  come  shortly 
to  parliament  with  an  application  to  ^ay 
his  debts.  The  civil  list  fund  was  159,000/. 
in  debt  last  March.  He  wished  the  House 
however  to  bear  in  mind  the  civil  list  of 
this  and  the  civil  list  of  the  preceding 
feign.  If  800,000/.  was  not  more  than 
sufficient  in  the  reign  of  Geo.  2,  the  pre- 
sent establishment  must  necessarily  be 
insufficient.  The  right  hon.  gent,  ihen 
instanced  several  cases^  to  shew  the  ne- 
cessity of  attending  to  special  claims  in 
the  mode  now  preferred.  He  thought  if 
tbe  motion  wwe  acceded  to,  the  droits 
coiiM  not  hereafter  answer  the  purpose 
«hcy  kid  hitherto  answered,    whatever 


criticism  might  be  made  on  the  civil  list, 
he  thought  it  must  be  admitted  (unless  it 
was  contended  its  debts  ought  not  to  be 
paid)  that  no  fund  could  so  properly  be 
applied  to  that  purpose '  as  the  droits  of 
admiralty.  If  there  were  grounds  to  ap- 
prehend that  the  droits  were  misapplied, 
there  might  be  some  reason  for  the  in- 
terference of  parliament,  but  when  ac- 
counts  so  satisfactory  were  for  the  first 
time  laid'  before  them;  he  thought  it  m 
most  singular  period  for  calling  on  the 
Kirtg  to  apply  a  fund  which  had  never 
been  under  the  controul  of  parliament,  to 
any  particular  purpose,  when  there  was  a 
prospect  of  its  being  speedily  applied 
without  their  solicitation  in  a  manner 
which  could  not  but  give  them  entire  satia^ 
/action. 

Mr.  Frtmanik.  Before,  Sir,  1  enter  on 
the  subject  under  discussion,  I  must  pro« 
test  in  the  strongest  maimer  against  the 
insinuation  which  has  been  mside  by  the 
Chancellor  of  the» Exchequer,  "  that  the 
"  Address  which  is  now  submitted  to  the 
"  consideration  of  the  House  is  wanting  in 
"  respect  towards  the  King."  If  I  thought 
that  it  could  bear  such  a  construction,  I 
should  be  the  last  man  to  rise  in  support 
of  it.  I  consider  the  Address  which  has 
been  moved  by  my  right  hon.  friend,  as 
by  no  means  questioning  the  rights  of  the 
Sovereign  to  the  Droits  of  Admiralty,  hot 
as  the  most  respectful  ^nd  proper  mode 
of  conveying  to  his  Majesty  the  wishes 
and  ppinions  of  Parliament  on  a  subject 
which  involves  the  public  expenditure  of 
the  country,  and  as  such,  calling  for  the 
anxious  and  active  interference  of  this 
Hou«e. 

The  right  hon.  gent,  has  said,  that  the 
subjectof  the  Droits  of  Admiralty  furnishes 
DO  ground  of  alarm  or  jealousy  to  the 
country.  I  cannot  but  think  tbe  appHca^ 
tion  of  the  enormous  sum  of  seven  milliona 
of  money,  which  appears  by  the  paper  on 
your  table  to  have  been  the  amount  of  tbe 
net  proceeds  paid  to  the  Hegi^trar  of  the 
Court  of  Admiralty,  to  be  a  matter  of  con* 
siderable  and  justifiable  jealousy  on  the 
part  of  this  House,  partkularly  when  it  is 
said,  that  Parliament  has  controul  over  this 
money.  It  is  our  first  duty  to  watch  with 
tbe  most  scmpulons  jealousy,  the  appro- 
priation of  public  money ;  we  are  the 
guardians  ot  tbe  public  pprse,  we  are 
called  upon  to  prevent  all  wasteful  and 
improvident  expences.  and,  at  a  moment 
like  the  present,  when  the  necessary  ex- 
penditure  of  the  country  bean  ao  heavily 
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upon  the  people  I  am  aitoniriied  that  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  should  ques- 
tion a  jealousy  so  properly  and  fairly 
founded,  or  should  condeqiD  a  meatore 
which  has  for  its  object  the  relief  of  the 
public  burdens.  Sir,.  I  have  also  another 
ground  of  jealousy,  a  ground  which  has 
arisen  from  the  explanation  which  the 
right  hon.  gent,  has  just  given.  He  has 
presented  a  okos^v  lamentable  picture  of 
the  growing  expences  of  one  branch  of 
the  public  expenditure,  namely,  the  civil 
list,  and  instead  of  holding  out  to  the 
House  and  the  \country  the  prospect  of  a  ' 
check  to  the  increase,  he  has  avowed  not 
only  an  existing  debt  amounting  to 
,171,000/.  but  in  addition,  a  never-failing 
quarterly  excess  of  25,000/,  The  right 
hon.  gent  has  also  not  hesitated  to  de« 
clare,  that  in  his  opinion  the  amount  of 
the  sum  dedicated  for  the  discharge  of  the 
civil  list,  is  not  adequate  to  the  payment 
of  the  demands  oa  that  establishment. 
That  in  the  year  1804,  when  Mr.  Pitt 
brouffht  before  the  public  a  statement  of 
the  charges  on  the  civil  list,  and  called 
upon  Parliament  not  only  to  pay  the 
debts  which  had  then  accrued,  but  to  add 
ftd  the  amount  of  the  annuity  granted  to 
the'Eing  in  lieu  of  bis  hereditary  revenue, 
he  never  considered  the  provision  then 
proposed,  as  equal  to  cover  the  payments 
with  which  the  civil  list  was  charged.  I 
cannot  admit  this  statement;  1  cannot  be- 
lieve that  Mr.  Pitt  ever  meant  to  deceive 
Parliament,  or  was  himself  deceived-^we 
must  remember  that  the  increase  which 
he  then  proposed,  amounted  to  nearly 
5100,000/.  per  annum  ^charges  to  the 
amount  of  135,000/.  were  withdrawn,  and 
60,000(.  added  to  the  annuity  befdre 
granted,  vis.  900,000/.  for  the  payment  of 
the  civil  list  establishment)  making  the 
whole  annual  amount  1,100,000/.  to  which 
must  be  added  about  80,000/.  arising  from 
the  suppressed  fees  received  at  the  Exche- 
quer, and  now  applied  in  discharge  of  the 
civil  list  expences. 

I  must  think  that  Mr.  Pitt,  when  he 
made  the  propoaitioD  to  Parliament  in 
1804,  did  beheve  this  sum  to  be  fully 
adeouate  to  the  payment  of  all  the  charges 
oa  the  civil  list.  I  know  it  to  have  been 
the  decided  opinion  of  his  successor  in  tlie 

Svenunent ;  I  can  confidently  assure  the 
>use  that  when  lord  Grenville  was  at 
the  haad  of  the  Treasury  he  had  coasv* 
aidered  this  sulnect,  and  was  satisfied  that 
by  pi^oper  regaistiaos,  the  expenditure  of 
tho  dnl  liai  uouli^  wbhout  difficoky,  be 


oonfittcKl  wkhin  the  limits  of  .thaanoQitj' 
granted  in  ]80i«  for  ite  |BroVMi«ne»     Re- 
gulations had  been  framed  for  thia  par« 
pose,  previoiis  ii»  the  dis^lutioa  of  ike  iaaa 
government,  aod  the  right  hoo.  lheCha»> 
cellor  9f  the  Exchequer  caaitofcbeigiioraaa 
of  the  nature  and  object  of  these  regula- 
tions, because  (a$  &r  as  my  wcoliecdoia 
serves  me)  a  vary  detailed  minuta    was 
left  at  the  Treasury,  for  the  iuformaUoci 
of  the  succeeding  govemmeat.    The  xnoit 
expensive  charges  on  the  civil  list,  Ariee 
from  two  head  Si   the  one  und^  the  elaea 
of  foreign  ministers,  the  other  under  th< 
class  of  the  Lord  Cbamberlain^s  depart* 
ment  in  the  board  of  works*    With  ra* 
spect  to  the  first,  it  is  evident  that  a  greaft 
diminution  must  have  taken  place  fjpooi 
the  situation  of  Europe,  during  the  laat 
three  or  four  years,  the  amount  of  our  ex* 
penditure  in  diplamacy  is  now  leaseaed 
by  the  diminished  number  of  our  fbreiga 
ministers,  we  have  now  but  few  foreign 
courts  to  which  our  ministers  resort  and 
therefore  this  head  of  expence  cannot  be 
an  object  of  complaint.    In  the  expendi- 
tnre  of  the  board  of  works,  a  great  deereaea 
has  or  ought  latterly  to  have  taken  place  ; 
it  is  well  known  thatmanv  of  the  expen* 
sive  works  which  were  carry aog  on  ia 
different  palaces,  have  ceased,  and,  at  the 
same  time,  that  continual  and  growing  ex« 
cess  in  the  Lord  Chamberlain's  depart* 
agent,  which  it  was  to  difficult  to  coatroul ; 
upon  this  head«  so  important  in  the  axpen* 
ditnre  of  the  civil  list,  particular  regula- 
tions were  framed  by  the  last  adminiatni- 
tion  for  the  conduct  of  the  board  of  works* 
founded  upon  the  system  which  had  been 
introduced  by  you,  Mr«  Speaker,  when  in 
Ireland,  and  which  has  been  found  to  an* 
swer  so  fully  the  object  of  economy  for 
which  it  was  erected. 

It  will  be  necessary  for  me  now»  Sir,  to 
lay  before  the  House  the  sute  of  the  civil 
list  as  it  stood  in  the  jrear  )  80i,  aad  sub* 
sequentlv  up  to  the  time  when  the  Ghan* 
cellor  of*^  the  Exchequer  came  into  office^ 
because,  in  the  course  of  his  speech,  he 
has  thrown  out  kisinuaticiUs  as  to  Iha  saaM 
which  were  applied  ia  discharge  of  the 
debu  exbting  on  it,  by  the  laat  admiaia* 
tration. 

lu  the  year  t€04,  when  Mr.  Pittmeaat 
to  bring  t)efore  Parliament  every  anrcar 
and  debt  then  existing  oa  the  xinl  list  ei^ 
tablisbment,  it  appeacs  by  a  doeoment 
which  I  hold  ia  my  hand,  aad  mkack  I 
called  for  when  I  was  Secn^tanr  if  dm 
Treasury^  that  a  nun  feflMioed  im  ater 
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P«rtiftlBeiit  bid  di9chai>gtd  the  whole  of 
the  iitttgiiied  debt,  amouiitiitg  to  'S5,9$4L 
I  blame  not  Mr.  Pitt  for  this  emiMipn,  il 
was'imavotdable,  and  he  wti  ignorant  of 
the  fact*  io  the  year  ending  JnW  5, 
I  SOS,  the  exceflt  of  the  cxpenditore  of  the 
civil  list^  beyond  the  annuity  granted  by 
Parliament  for  the  diichargeof  it,  aoionnt- 
ed  to  IS6,142(.  -  Id  the  year  ending  Jnly 
'$,  1805,  to  180^405/. ;  and  in  the  three 
<]uarters  ending  April  5,  1807,  previous 
to  the  dissolution  of  the  last  government, 
the  excess  amonnted  to  109,570/. ;  but 
this  excess  of  the  last  three  quarters,  arose 
principally  from  arrears  doe  in  1 805, 
which  had  been  paid ;  the  growing  pro- 
duce of  the  fourth  quarter,  ending  July  5, 
together  with  the  suppressed  Exchequer 
fees,  and  other  sums  due  to  the  civil  li^t, 
amounting  at  least  to  300,000/.  was  fully 
adequate  to  the  discharge  of  the  excess 
then  existing,  of  the  year  1807;  and  I 
will  venture  to  say,  that  during  the  admi- 
nistration of  lerd  Grenville,  the  expendi- 
tore  of  the  civil  list  establishment  did  not 
exceed  the  annuity  granted  by  Parliament 
for  the  discharge  thereof.  With  the  ideas 
which  lord  Grenville  entertained  on  thb 
subject,  and  to  secure  that  advantage 
which  he  trusted  the  public  would  derive 
from  the  regulations  which  he  bad  laid 
down  for  the  future  limitation  oF  the  civil 
list  expenditure,  he  thought  it  due  to  the 
new  government,  that  every  arrear  which 
had  accrued,  ahd  every  debt  which  had 
been  contracted  since  the  year  iSOi, 
should  be  paid ;  and  for  this  purpose  he 
took  his  Majesty's  commands  previous  to 
hts  quitting  o^ce,  for  apply iug^  to  this 
purpose  certain  sums  from  the  Droits  of 
Admiralty,  from  an  escheat  to  the  crown, 
and  from  the  surplus  of  the  hereditary 
.revenue  of  Scotland.  It  will  appear  by 
the  paper  now  on  y  nor  table,  that  the  first 
sum  amounted  to  190,000/.  the  second  (as 
well  as  my  tneniory  serves  me)  to  143,000/. 
and  the  last  to  47,000/.  These  sums, 
making  together  379,000/.  to  covfcr  an 
excess  which  I  have  before  stated  at 
4^,125/. ;  the  remainder  was  made  np 
by  certain  payments  due,  consisting  of  a 
balance  from  the  nnrquis  of  Salin>ory, 
late  Lord  Chamberlain,  since  paid ;  part  of 
the  annuity  which  had  been  advanced  to 
his  royal  highness  the  duke  of  Sussex ;  a 
triflfog  sum  of  5,019/.  paid  br  myself  into 
the  Exchequer,  towards  civil  list  service, 
at  the  time  I  quitted  the  Treasury,  being 
the  balance  if  10,000/.  secret  service, 
issued  annually  te  the  Secretary  of  the 
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T^asury,  the  half  of  which  had  only 
been  expended  during  the  administration 
of  lord  Grenville.  These  sums^  together 
with  othev  trifiing  paymenu,  completed 
the  whole  of  what  was  due  in  arrear  to 
the  civil  list,  since  the  year  1804,  when 
Mr.  Pitt  stated  the  balance  up  tp  April  5^ 
1807.  The  whole  sum  which  had  been 
expended  in  payments  to  the  civil  list» 
dnnng  that  period,  amounted  to  3,102,057/* 
for  which  the  sum  of  3,137,310/.  had 
been  provided,  leaving  a  balance  in  fiivour 
of  the  civil  list,  of  35,253/.  at  the  time 
the  present  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
came  into  office.  This,  Sir,  I  take  upon 
me  to  say,  was  the  state  of  the  civil  list 
when  the  last  administration  was  dissolv^d^ 
since  which  it  appears  bjr  the  paper  now 
on  your  table,  that  80,000/.  has  been 
furnished  in  the  course  of  last  year  frotn 
the  Droits  of  Admiralty,  to  make  good 
deAciencies  in  the  payment  of  that  estab- 
lishment, and  we  are  also  now  told  that. 
17 1,000/.  is  due,  together  with  a  constant 
current  annual  excess,  amounting  to  np 
less  than  100,000/.  which  his  Alajesty's 
present  minister  is  unable  to  controuL  I 
would  ask  whether  such  a  statement  doei 
not  furnish  in  the  mind  of  every  member 
of  this  House,  sufficient  ground  of  jealousy 
to  call  for  discussion,  1  would  ask  whether 
it  does  not  justify  this  or  any  other  propo* 
sition  which  can  be  made,  to  bring  before 
the  public  these  transactions,  and  to  fitce 
the  difficulties  which  are  now  for  the  first 
time  presented  to  our  view.  The  right 
hon.  gent,  has  stated  in  detail,  the  pay- 
ments which  have  been  made  from  the 
Droits  of  Admiralty,  among  which  there 
appears  to  be  x>ne  of  large  amount  in  the 
paper  on  your  table,  to  the  receiver  of 
those  Droits ;  I  should  wish  to  know  the 
duties  and  description  of  this  new  ac- 
countant; t  always  understood  the' Re- 
ceiver of  the  Droits  of  the  crown  to  b^ 
the  Registrar  of  the  Court  of  Admiralty. 
Is  the  Registrar  and  the  Receiver  in  this 
instance,  the  same  individtud  ?  or  are  they 
distinct  officerii,  with  distinct  duties  and 
distinct  salaries  ?  Is  the  Recei^r  acknow- 
ledged either  by  act  of  Parliament,  or  by 
the  eatablisbment  of  the  Court  of  Adnkt- 
ralty  ?  I  put  these  quettions.  Sir,  not  with 
a  view  of^  disputing,  but  to  satisfy  myself 
and  the  House  of  the  legality  and  grounds 
of  these  payments.  It  appears  by  a  re- 
turn which' was  made  to  tms  House,  in  the 
course  of  last  session,  that  the  balance 
then  remaining  of  the  net  proceeds  paid 
tP  die  Registrar  ttasi  Droits  •f  theCrowO/ 
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amounted  to  645,636/.  4f  5d.  and  that  an 
order  had  been  made  by  the  Treasory  in 
the  year  1 805,  during  Mr.  Pitt's  adminis- 
tration, to  Test  the  balance  of  all  Droits 
(reserring  a  sofiicient  sam  for  payment  of 
his  Majesty's  warrant)  in  Exchequer  bills, 
to  be  lodged  at  the  Bank,  for  the  purpose 
of  deriving  a  profit  from  the  interest 
thereof.  We  are  told  that  400,006/.  is 
now  the  amount  of  the  bu lance  of  these 
Droits  in  the  hands  of  the  Registrar.  I 
must  ask  the  riglit  hon.  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  whether  auy  return  has 
been  made  of  the  interest  received  on  Ex- 
chequer bills,  vested  by  the  Registrar  of 
the  Court  of  Admiralty  in  compliance 
with  the  orders  of  the  Treasurv,  since  the 
year  1805 ;  if  (his  balance  were  now 
vested  in  obedience  to  such  order,  the  an- 
nual interest  on  -MhilOOl.  would  be 
20,000/.  of  which  7,(iO0/.  could  be  applied 
without  difficulty  or  inconvenience,  to  the  j 


payment  of    the  annuity  to  his  serene 
nighness  the  duke  of  Brunswick.     The 
right  hon.  gent,  says  this  balance  of  the 
Droits  of  Admiralty  will  be  required  for 
other  purpoites.     when  it  shall  be  so  re- 
-quired,  it  will  then  b^  time  to  make  the 
annuity  good  to  the  duke  of  Brunswick 
from  the  consolidated  fund,  butwhy  burden 
that  fund  at  present,  why  press  upon  U)e 
public  expenditure,  when  you  have  a  pri- 
vate fund  to  which  you  can  resort  for  the 
purpose  without  inconvenience  ?  But  I  have 
not  as  yet  stated  the  annual  interest  upon 
the  sum  of  400^000/.  only,  the  present  ex- 
isting balance,  we  should  know  what  has 
been  the  receipt  from  the  interest  on  the 
Exchequer  bills,  since  1805.    We  know 
that  since  that  period  the  Registrar  of  the 
Court  of  Admiralty  has  frequently  had  in 
his  bands  no  less  than  a  million  oi  money ; 
suppose  we  take   the  average  vested  in 
Exchequer  biUs  lodged  at  the  Bank,  since 
1805,  at  400,000/*  the  amount  of  interest 
on  this  sum  would  be  from  April,  1 805, 
to  April,  1,810,  for  five  years  100,000/. 
There  is  no  statement  in  the  paper  now 
on  the  table  of  this  House,  of  any  interest 
whatever;  it  is  not  brought  to  account ;  I 
wish  to  know  if  it  has,  or  has  not  been  re- 
ceived ?    Let  it  be  considered  by  every 
gentleman  who  hears  me,  thatthe  purchase 
of  this  ^nuity  of  7,0(X)/.  to  the  duke  of 
Brunswick,  is  calculated  at  70,000/.  which 
is  less  by  30,000/.   than   the  amount  of 
what  the  interest  of  this  fund  vested  in 
Exchequer  bills,  ought  to  have  produced 
nnder  proper  controuland-managemenl^ 
and  yet  the  right  hon.  gent,  says  this  is  a 
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subject  which  furnishes  no  groand  of  j 
lousy  or  suspicion,  and  calls  not  for  the 
terference  of  Parliament. 

I  have  now.  Sir,  endeavoured  to  lay  be* 
fore  the  House,  ^uch  infiirmation  as  I  vras 
enabled  to  do  on  the  sute  of  the  civil  Ijac, 
from  the  knowledge  I  acquired  on   this 
subject  ^hen  I  belonged  to  the  Treasory. 
I  must  once  more  repeat  that  it  was  lord 
Grenville's  decided  belief  (in  direct  con- 
tradiction to  what  has  been  stated  by  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  this  night) 
that  ihe  annuity  granted  by  Parliament  in 
the  year  1804,  for  the  payment  of  the 
cifil  list,  under  proper  regulation   and 
controul,  was  adequate  to  the  discharge  of 
all  the  present  claims  upon  that  establish* 
ment    I  have  proved  that  the  right  hon. 
gent,  entered  on  his  administration  with 
the  civil  list  clear  of  all  incumbrance^ 
which,  I  believe,  has  never  before  oc- 
curred to. any  other  minister,  since  the 


commencement  of  bis  Majesty's  reign. 

1  shall  trespass  no  longer  on  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House ;  I  have  endeavoured  to 
reply  to  most  of  the  observations  which 
have  been  made  by  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  but  I  cannot  sit  down  without 
once  more  adverting  to  his  declaration 
that  this  Address  is  not  only  ill-timed,  hot 
disrespectful  to  the  Ring.    Sir,  it  never 
can  be  disrespectful  on  the  part  of  this 
House,  to  pomt  out  to  his  Majesty  the 
means  of  alleviating  the  public  burdens. 
We  know  from  the  uniform  tenour  of  his 
reign,  that  in  ^complying  with  the  reooo- 
mendation  of  this  House  for  such  an  ob- 
ject^ he  would  only  be  gratifying  his  own 
benevolent  feelings  towards  his  people. 
This  is  no  question  on  the  grant  to  his  se^ 
reue  highness  the  duke  of  Brunswick,  the 
grant  has  been  voted  by  this  House,  it  is 
simply  now  a  question  how  to  furnish  the 
means  of  paying  it  with  the  least  addi* 
tional  pressure  on  the  public.    With  re- 
spect to  the  time,  every  gentleman  in  this 
House  must  feel  that  no  period  ever  called 
for  the  more  active  vigilance  of  Parlia^ 
ment,  over  every  branch  of  the  public 
expenditure,  than  the  present  time,  when 
the  severity  of  taxation  is  so  grievously 
and  heavily  felt,  by  every  descnfAion  aod 
class  of  society  in  the  United  Kingdom. 

Mr.  Rose  replied  to  the  observations  of 
the  last  speaker,  and  stated  the  accounts 
of  the  civil  list  to  be  open  to  every  one. 
He  wished  the  hon.  gent,  would  move  for 
any  pikers,  he  might  wish  for  on  the  sob* 
ject,  and  he  (Mr.  R.)  would  second  his 
motion.     Contrasting  the  prescnl  ciTil 
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list,  with  that  of  George  2,  he  appealed 
to  the  House  if  bOO,OiiOi.  at  that  time  wai 
not  greater  in  proportion  than  MOO.CXX)/. 
the  amoant  of  the  civil  list  no^.  As  to 
the  droits  of  Admiralty,  tbey  had,  as  bis 
right  hon.  friend  had  stated,  many  claims 
on  them  at  present.  Those  sati.s6ed,  it 
would  still  be  time  enoogh  for  parliament 
to  decide  on  the  manner  in  which  the 
■nrplus  should  be  applied. 

Mr.  Oiev^  observed,  that  there  was  no 

tuestion  at  this  time  as  to  the  right  of  the 
Ling  to  the  4|  per  cent,  fund,  but  it  was 
m  point  which,  at  some  other  time^  would 
well  deserve  the  serious  attention  of  the 
House.  It  had  been  said,  that  the  surplus 
had  been  applied  in  aid  of  the  civil  list. 
He  could  not  enter  into  the  propriety  of 
the  application  of  this  money,  till  the 
papers  should  be  printed  ;  but  the  aid  to 
the  44  per  cent,  fund  had  been  ordered 
out  of  the  droiu  for  the  pensions  of  sir  H. 
Popham,  Mr.  Long,  and  several  other 
members  of  parliament,  the  intimate  con- 
nections of  the  ministers.  When  the 
droits  of  the  Admiralty  were  thus  disposed 
of,  it  was  not  too  much  to  say  he  thought, 
that  out  of  them  the  King  should  give 
7,00(X.  a  year  to  one  of  his  own  family. 
The  duke  of  Gloucester  had  an  annuity 
from  the  4}  per  cents,  and  these  not  be- 
ing sufficient,  be  came  on  the  consoli- 
dated fund  ;  but  the  duke  of  Gloucester 
being  removed,  then  these  gentlemen 
came  upon  the  droits  of  the  Admiralty  to 
make  up  the  deficiency  in  their  allow- 
ances. He  thought  it  very  strange  that 
40,000/.  should  be  taken  out  of  the  fond 
in  this  way,  while  it  was  said,  that  it  could 
not  afford  7,0U0/.  for  the  duke  of  Brons- 
\Arick.  He  then  adverted  to  the  25,000/. 
granted  to  sir  H.  Popham,  which  he 
thought  a  most  improper  application. 

IV} r.  Long  contended  that  the  King  had 
a  complete  power  of  disposal  over  the  44 
per  cent,  fund,  and  remarked  upon  the 
manner  in  which  the  hon.  gent,  who 
spoke  last,  turned  these  things  into  per- 
sonal questions.  He  had  mentioned  Mr. 
long's  pension ;  but  he  defied  the  hon. 
genu  to  shew,  that  any  one  who  had 
served  so  long  in  the  Treasury,  had  been 
less  remunerated  than  he  himself  had 
been  :  he  bad  been  ten  years  in  the  Trea- 
sury  before  be  had  received  any  pension. 
The  last  subject  on  which  he  would  have 
spoken  to  Mr.  Pitt,  would  have  been  the 

Srocuring^  of  any  thing  for  himself;   and 
Ir.  Piu  knew  him  too  well  to  soppose, 
that  it  would  have  beeo  a  favour  to  confer 
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on  him  any  thing*  he  did  not  deserve. 
Sums  had  been  granted  out  of  the  4f  per 
cent,  fund,  in  aid  of  the  civil  list  un- 
doubtedly, and  it  was  but  reasonable  that 
when  a  deficiency  took  place  in  the 
former,  it  should  be  aided  by  the  droits  of 
the  Admiralty.  As  to  the  ^rant  to  sir 
H.  Popham,  he  should  s»y  nnthtriff,  because 
it  had  been  discussed  in  that  House,  and 
approved. 

Mr.  Crecvey^  in  explanation,  observed, 
that  he  never  said  the  hon.  gent.'s  pensioil 
was  unmerited.  He  had  only  adferted  to 
the  extraordinary  demand  which  had 
been  made  on  the  droits  of  the  Admiralty, 
to  pay  his  pension  and  those  of  others. 

Mr.  firot^Aom,  after  observing  that  the 
real  question  had  been  mixed  with  extra- 
neous matter,  remarked,  that  he  felt  none 
of  that  scruple  as  to  addressing  the  crown 
in  the  manner  proposed,  which  seemed  to 
have  taken  possession  oT  the  minds  of 
some  others  •'because  he  held  it  clear^ 
that  nothing  personal  to  (he  reigning  So«. 
vereign  either  was,  or  ought  to  be  consi- 
dered as  intended ;  because  he  -held  it  to 
be  clear  and  constitutional  doctrine,  that, 
though,  in  point  of  form,  they  were  ad- 
dressing the  crown,  they  wore  in  fact  ad* 
dressing  the  ministers.  The  paper  laid 
on  the  table,  did  not,  be  admitted,  contain 
any  case  of  gross  misapplication  of  the 
fund,  which  misapplication,  though  con- 
sidered  as  not  impossible,  had  not  been 
alledged  actually  to  have  taken  place. 
He  could  not,  however,  agree  with  tho 
right  hon.  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
q^uer,  that  the  numerous  minority  on  tho 
last  discussion  of  this  subject  had  been 
owing  to  any  cause  which  this  paper 
served  to  remove.  The  principle  had 
been,  that  as  the  people  were  heavily 
bui^ened  to  support  the  war,  they  should 
be  relieved  as  much  as  possible  by  this 
fund  produced  by  the  war.  Mr.  B.  then 
adverted  to  the  several  heads  of  demand 
stated  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 

Jioerupon  the  unappropriated  part  of  this 
und,  and  shewed  that  after  all  there  waa 
a  sum  of  from  90,000/.  to  100,000/.  for 
which  there  was  not  even  the  pretenc^of 
a  demand.  He  next  adverted  to  what 
had  been  said  respecting  the  present  civil 
list,  which,  considering  the  depreciation 
of  money,  had  been  held  to  be  less  than 
that  of  George  2.  He  advised  those,  who 
held  this  doctrine,  to  consider  that  no  lest 
than  3  millions  had  at  different  tiroea 
been  granted  in  aid  of  this  list,  besides  a 
new  grant  of  270,000/.  which  apptarei 


9rs«}  PARL.  DEBATES,  Mat  $0 

rn  this  paper.     He  desired  them  to  recol- 
lect, that  though  the  civil  list  had  been 
increased,  a  great  many  of  the  pensions 
upon  it   had   been  stationary,  and   that 
while    every  other   properly    had    been 
taxed  to  such  an  extent,  this  had  paid  no 
tax  at  all.     It  appeared  also  from  this 
paper,  that    seven   millions   had    passed 
tf  I  rough  the  hands  of  the  crown,  without 
the  conlroul  of  parliament.     Three  mil- 
hitii  hud  been  granted  to  the  captors—- 
but  this  was  vpluntary.     It  was  unknown 
in  the  seven  years  and  American  wars — 
and   700.000/.   had  accumulated   in    the 
hands  of  his  lat^  Majesty,  which  had  not 
been  touched  till  his  death,  when  the  ad- 
Tisers  of  his  present  Majesty  had  brought 
it  in  aid  of  the  public.     However  much 
honour  it  had  done  to  these  advisers,  il 
did  very  little  honour  to  the  ministers  of 
his    late    MBJesty,       This  circumstance 
proved  with  what  jealousy  the  fund  ought 
to  be  watched.   There  had  been  470,000/. 
paid,  away  by  the  crown,  without  controul 
of  parliament,  and  there  still  remained  a 
very  large  sum.      Was  not  this  fund  then 
to  be  regarded  with  jealousy  ?    The  plain 
question,  cleared  of  the  incidental  topics, 
was  this — Was  the -fund  adequate  to  sup- 
ply the  amount  of  the  annuity,  or  not? 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  an- 
swered the  question,  when  he  had  been 
compelled  to  admit,  that  there  remained 
from  90  to  100,000/.  for  which  there  was 
no  pretence  of  a  demand  for  ^ny  other 
purpose. 
»       Mr.  Stephen  called  upon  the  House  to 
consider  that  these  droits  of  Admiralty 
had  been  hitherto  applied  in  an  unexcep- 
tionable manner;    and  particularly  with 
respect  to  the  sums  granted  to  indemnify 
meritorious  officers  (sir  Home    Fopham 
and  captains  Woolley  and  SpedJing)  who 
might  have  otherwise  suffered  a  material 
loss  through  means  which  the  law  could 
not  redress,  and  which  he  was  sure  the 
country  would  regret.    Tiie  balance  on 
hand,  ought  not,  in   his  opinion,  to  be 
touched  ior  the   purpose,  because  there 
was  no   probability  from   the  state  and 
prospect  of  the  war,  that  any  additional 
droits  would  arise,  while  there  was  much 
probability  that  other  claims  might  oilier 
for  his  Majesty's  bounty,  similar  to  those 
which  had  already  occurred. 

Mr.  IVhitbread  was  happy  to  find  that 
it  had  turned  out  that  there  was  a  sum  of 
^()0,(H)0/.  more  than  sufficient  to  purchase 
the  annuity  for  his  serene  highness.  It 
vaa  aa  after-thought  on  the  part  of  the 
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gentlemen  opposite,  to  state  the    Mam  of 
40,000/.  towards  building  the  palace    aa 
St  James'^;  if  they  got  into  brick  and 
mortar,  they  would  find  70,0(H>/.    'vrouid 
not  be  sufficient.    Another  item,  the  ships 
taken  in  the  West  Indies,  would  amount 
to  1 40>000/.    Was  it  reasonable,  that  the 
country  should  be  answerable,  becaase 
the  captors  put  the   proceeds    into    the 
hands  of  insolvents?  It  had  been  said,  will 
you  throw  aspersions  upon  the  Kingf  ?   He 
denied,  that  the  motion  iovolved^any  at- 
tack upon    his  Majesty  personal ly-^    but 
contended  that   it  referred    to  miaisters 
alone,  just  in  the  way  in  which  comments 
were  made  upon  the  King's  speech.      As 
to  the  civil  list,  he  was  glad  of  the  expo- 
sure which  this  discussion  h^  produced. 
It  now  appeared   that  the  deficieney  of 
the  civil  list  had  been  supplied  from  the 
droits    of   admiralty.      That    instead  of 
bringing  the  expenditure  of  that  list  with* 
in  its  income,  as  the  last  administration 
had  intended,  the  present  ministers  meant 
to  allow  .the  expenditure  to  go  on  oncon* 
trouled,  while  it  blinded  the  public  and 
that  House  by  a  misappropriation  of  tha 
droits  of  admiralty.     If  such  a  misappro- 
priation and  consequent  increase  of  the 
civil  list,  were  to  be  defended  upon  the 
ground  of  the  depreciation  in  the  value  of 
money,  what  answer,  he  would  ask,  could 
be  given  to  the  claims  of  the'  naval  and 
mihtary  officers,  the  rate  of  whose  pay 
had  been    so    little  advanced  since   the 
reign  of  queen  Anne.     But  in  point  of 
fact,   the  depreciation  of  money  could 
form  no  plea  for  any  advance  applicable 
to  the  greater  part  of  the  civil  list,  which 
referred  to  salaries  that  were  fixed.    With 
regard  to  the  risht  hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Long) 
he  observed,  that  that  right  hon.  I^euc.    • 
was  not  to  enjoy  the  pension  of  1,500/. 
paid  out  of  this  fund,  if  he  held  an  office 
yielding  above  2,0(X)/.  a  year ;  now  it  ap- 
peared, that  the  right   hon.    gent,  had 
1^,000/.  a  year  from  his  office,  and  a  house 
besides.     Was  this,  then,  a  compliance 
with  the  terms  of  the  grant  respecting  the 
pension  ?    The  hon.  member  concluded 
with  the  expression  of  a  wish  to  know 
what  was  become  of  the  interest  upon  the 
droits  of  admiralty,  which,  he  understood, 
amounted  in  one  year  to  such  a  sum  as 
would  suffice  to  purchase  an  annuity  for 
the  duke  of  Brunswick? 

Mr.  Long  in  explanation,  stated,  that 
the  exception  alluded  to,  respecting  the 
pension,  was  introduced  upon  his  own 
suggestion,  and  that  the  addition  of  the 
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liotise  was  ovTing  to  his  Majesty's  plea- 
•nrc.  ^ 

Mr.  Tiemey  replied.  He  maintained 
that  the  civil  list  had  not  suffered  by  the 
depreciation  of  money,  and  that  at  pre- 
sent it  was,  all  circumstances  considered, 
more  productive  than  upon  his  Majesty's 
Accession  to  the  throne.  It  was  then  but 
800,000r.  a-year;  but,  from  its  augmen- 
tation since  at  difl^rent  periods,  and  from 
the  transfer  of  many  charges  upon  it  to 
the  consolidated  fund,  it  was  now  raised 
to  about  1,200,000/.  a  year;  which  being 
50  per  cent,  was  sorely  more  than  enough 
to  meet  the  alleged  depreciation  oT  money. 
If  the  minister  would  promise  that  the  ba. 
lance  admitted  to  be  on  hand  of  the  droits 
of  admiralty  should  be  applied  to  the  re- 
lief of  the  public,  by" paying  the  annuity 
of  the  duke  of  Brunswick,  instead  of 
saddling  that  annuity  upon  the  consoli- 
dated fund,  he  declared  that  he  had  no 
disposition  to  press  his  motion.  But  if 
not,  he  hoped  the  House  would  concur 
with  him  in  adopting  that  motion. 

The  House  then  divided  :  For  the  mo- 
lion  75<— Against  it  101 — Majority  20. 

LUi  <^the  Minmity, 
Abercronby,  boa .  J.      Lambton,  R. 


Anstnitber,  sir  J. 
Astlej,  sir  J.  H. 
Babiiigtoo,  T. 
Barham,  J.  F. 
Baring,  A. 
Bernard,  Scrope 
Bewicke,  C. 
Brand,  bon.  T. 
Brougham,  H« 
Browne,  A. 
Byng,  G. 
Calcrafl,  J. 
Cavendish,  Id.  G. 
Calvert,  N. 
Cavendish',  W. 
Colbome,  N.  W.  R. 
Cooke,  B. 
Cutkbert,  J.  R. 
Daly,  rt.  hoD.  D.  B. 


Latoncbe,  R. 
Ltfevre,  C.  S. 
LeiDORj  C. 
Llojd,  J.  M. 
Lockhart,  J.  J. 
Macdonald,  J. 
Martin,  H. 
Martin,  R. 
Maule,  hon.  W. 
Mezborongb,  earl 
Mildxnav,  sir  H.  C« 
Mills,  W. 
Milton,  viscount 
Moore,  P. 
Mostyn,  sir  T. 
Newport,  sir  J. 
North,  Oiidlev 
G'Hara,  C. 
Palmer,  C. 


Fitzpatrick,  rt.  boo.  R.    Paroell,  H. 
Frankland,  W.  Poosonby,  rt.  hon.  G. 


Freemantle,  W.  H. 
Goddard,  K. 
Greenhill,  R. 
Grenfell,  P. 
Raltey,  J. 
Howard,  H. 
Howard,  hon.  W. 
Howartb,  H. 
Hume,  W.  H. 
Jackson,  J. 
John»tone,  G. 
KnoY,  hon.  T. 
Lanli^  boo.  W. 


Porchester,  lord 
Pyra,  F. 
Scadamore,  R.  P. 
Sebright,  sir  J. 
Shipley,  W. 
Smith,  W. 
Smith,  J. 
Taylor,  M.  A. 
Tierney,  rt.  boo.  G. 
Tracy,  C.  H. 
Tremayne,  J.  H. 
^alpoie,  hon.  G. 
Waid^  bon.  S.  W* 


Western,  C:  C. 
Wharton,  J, 
Whitbread,  S. 
Wynn,  sis  W.  W. 


Tellers. 
$harpe,  R. 
Creevy,  T. 


HOUSE   or   COMMONS.     . 

Thursday,  May  31. 

[Petition  respecting  Glouceste* 
Election,  and  Viscount  D^jrsley.]  Mr. 
Swann  presented  a  Petition  from  Thomas 
Hughes,  William  Weale  Darke,  Thomas 
Holbrow,  John  Holbrow,  and  others;  free- 
holders of  the  county  of  Gloucester,  sett- 
ing forth,  "  That,  by  an  act  of  parlia- 
ment, made  and  passed  in  the  33d  year  of 
king  George  2,  it  was,  amongst  other 
things,  enacted,  that  every  person  who 
should  be  elected  a  member  of  the  House 
of  Commons  should,  before  he  presumed 
to  vote  in  the  House  of  Commons,  or  sit 
there  during  any  debate  in  the  said  Houb« 
of  Commons,  after  their  Speaker  is  chosen* 
produce  and  deliver  in  to  the  cleik  of  the 
said  House,  at  the  table,  in  the  midclle  of 
the  said  House,  and  whilst  the  Huuse  of 
Commons  is  then  duly  sitting,  with  their 
Speaker  in  the  Chair  of  the  said  House,  a 
paper  or  account  signed  by  every  such 
member,  contemning  the  name  or  names  of 
the  parish,  township,  or  precinct,  or  oC 
the  several  parishes,  townships,  or  pre- 
cincts, and  also  of  the  county •  or  of  the 
several  counties  in  which  the  lands,  tene* 
mentfl.  Or  hereditaments  do  lie,  whereby 
he  makes  out  his  qualification,  declaring 
the  same  to  be  of  the  annual  value  of 
6()0(.  above  reprizes  if  a  knight  of  tb# 
shire ;  and  also,  at  the  same  time,  take 
and  subscribe  the  oath  therein  particularly 
mentioned,  which  oath  the  House,  of  Com- 
mons is  thereby  empowered  and  reauired 
to  administer  ;  and  that  the  said  oatn  and 
subscription  therein  directed  to  be  taken 
should  be  entered  in  a  parchment  roll  to 
be  provided  for  tbtit  purpose  by  the  clerk 
of  the  House  of  Commons:  and  such  pa- 
pers and  accounts,  so  signed  and  deli- 
vered in  to  the  clerk  as  aforesaid,  should 
be  filed  and  carefully  kept  by  him  ;  and 
it  was  fort  her  enacted,  that  if  any  person 
who  should  be  elected  to  serve  in  any  fu- 
ture parliament  as  a  knightrof  the  shire,  or 
as  a  citizen,  burgess,  or  baron  of  the 
Cinque  Ports,  should  presume  to  sit  or 
vote  as  aforesaid  as  a  member  of  the 
House  of  Commons  beforoi  he  has  deli- 
vered in  such  paper  and  account,  and 
taken  and  subscribed  such  oath  as  afore- ' 
said,  or  should  not  be  qualified  according 
to  the  intent  and  meaning  of  a  recited  act 
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and  of  that  act,  his  election  should  be«  and 
is  thereby  declared  to  be  void,  and  a  new 
writ  should  be  issued  to  elect  a  new  mem- 
ber in  the  said  person's  room;  but  it  was 
thereby  provided  that  nothing  in  that  act 
contained  should  extend  to  the  eldest  son 
or  heir  apparent  of  any  peer  or  lord  of 
parliament,  or  o(  any  person  qualified  as 
a  knight  of  the  shire ;  and  that,  at  the  late 
election  for  the  county  of  Gloucester,  a 
person,  calling  himself  William  Fitzhar- 
dinge  Berkeley,  commonly  called  viscount 
Dursley^was  elected  and  returned,  and 
has,  as  tne  petitioners  have  been  informed 
and  believe,  taken  his  seat  in  the  House; 
and  that  it  appears  from  the  rol^  kept  by 
the  elerk  of  the  Housej  for  the  purpose  of 
entering  the  oaths  and  subscription  re- 
quired by  the  said  act  of  parliament,  that 
the  said  William  Fitzhardinge  Berkeley, 
commonly  called  viscount  Dursley,  hath 
not  delivered  in  such  paper  or  account,  or 
taken  and  sabscribed  such  oath,  as  by  the 
said  act  of  parliament  is  required  ;  but  it 
appears  from  the  minute  book,  that  the 
said  William  Fitzhardinge  Berkeley  com- 
monly called  viscount  Dursley,  stated 
himself  to  be  heir  apparent  of  a  peer; 
and  that  it  appears  by  the  register  book 
of  baptisms  kept  for  the  parish  of  Saint 
George  Hanover  square,  in  the  county  of 
Middlesex,  that  the  3aid  William  Fitzhar- 
dinge Berlceley  was  baptized  on  the  25th, 
jay  of  January,  1787,  by  the  name  and 
stile  of  William  Fitzhardinge,  son  of  the 
earl  of  Berkeley,  by  Mary  Cole ;  and 
t^at  it  aUo  appears,  by  the  register  book  of 
i)iarriages  kept  for  the  parish  of  St.  Mary 
Lambeth,  in  the  County  of  l^urrey,  that 
the  said  earl  of  Beikcley  was  married  on 
the  1 6th  day  of  May  1796  to  Mary  Cole 
of  that  pari&U  spinster;    and  it  also  ap- 

gears,  by  an  entry  jn  the  register  book 
ept  hy  the  co;umissary  of  Surrey,  that 
the  said  earl  of  Berkeley  appeared  on  the 
6th  day  of  May  1796,  before  Thomas 
Champion  Crespigny  surrogate,  and  made 
oath,  amongst  other  things,  that  he  was  a 
bachelor,  and  intended  to  marry  with 
Mary  Cole  spinster ;  and  that  it  appears, 
by  the  register  book  of  baptisms  kept  for 
the  parish  of  St.  Martin  in  the  6elds,  in 
the  county  of  Middlesex,  that  subsequent 
to  the  said  marriage  (viz.  on  the  19th 
day  of  November  1790)  there  wa^  bap- 
tizef)  in  the  sai(l  parish  the  right  honour- 
able Thomas  Fitzhardinge  lord  Dursley, 
aonpf  the  right  honourable  Fcederick  Au- 
gustus ^arlt)f  Berkeley  and  Mary  countess 
of  Berkeley ;  and  the  petitioners  therefore 
^umbly  conceive  that  tUe  said  Williai)! 


Fitzhardinge  Berkeley  is  not  the  eldest 
son  and  heir  apparent  of  a  peer  or  lord  of 
parliament,  and  therefore  has  no  rigfot  to 
the  benefit  of  the  proviso  in  the  aforesaid 
act  of  parliament  in  favour  of  eldest  sons 
and  heirs  apparent  of  peers  or  lords  of 
parliament ;  and  that,  as  be  the  said  Wil- 
liam Fitzhardinge  Berkeley  has  presnzned 
to  sit  in  the  House*  vrithout  baving^  deli- 
vered in  his  qualification,  or  taken  the 
oath  as  required  by  the  said  act,  his  elec- 
tion is  void,  and  that  a  new  writ  oaglit  to 
issue  to  elect  a  new  member  in  his  room  ; 
and  therefore  praying,  that  the  House  will 
take  the.  premises  into  consideration^  and 
grant  them  such  relief  as  the  jostrce  of 
the  case  requires,  and  as  to  the  House 
shall  seem  meet/'* 

On  the  question  for  bringing  np  the 
petition, 

Mr.  Bcmku  said,  he  did  not  understand 
that  the  petition  called  the  return  in  ques- 
tion ;  it  did  not  therefore  follow;  that  it 
should  be  brought  up  as  a  matter  of  course. 
The  Petition  only  prayed  the  House  to 
take  the  case  into  consideration,  and  to 
grant  such  relief  as  they  should  see  cause. 

Sir  J.  Amtrutker  said,  unless  the  Hoose 
were  informed  as  to  the  form  of  the  pe- 
tition, it  was  impossible  they  could  say, 
whether  it  ought  or  ought  not  to  he 
brought  up. 

The  Speaker  said,  it  would  be  necessary 
for  the  hon.  member  to  state  more  dis^ 
tinctly  the  nature  of  the  petition  to  the 
House. 

Mr.  Swam  then  stated,  from  the  Peti* 
tlon,  the  complaint  of  the  Petitioners. 

Mr.  TiertMy  could  not  consider  this  pe- 
tition as  explained  by  the  hon.  member 
who  tendered  it  to  the  House,  as  one  re- 
gularly founded  upon  the  GrenTille  act ; 
for  it  complained  of  no  undue  election  or 
return,  nor  of  any  iasufficient  return. 
And  although  it  might  be  competent  for 
any  m'ember  of  that  House  to  rise  in  his 
place,  and  stale  the  circumstance* alledged 
by  this  petition  ;  namely,  that  an  l^n. 
member  at  the  time  of  his  being  "sworn 
member,  omitted  to  produce  his  qualifica- 
tion, and  on  the  proof  of  that  fact,  to  mose 
for  a  new  writ;  yet  the  House  did  not 
want  any  set  of  men  in  the  county  o€ 
Gloucester  or  elsewhere,  to  lay  before 
them,  the  life,  parentage,  and  education  of 
any  of  their  members  ;  he  therefore  ob* 
jected  to  receiving  the  petition,  as  not 
coming  forward  in  the  shape  it  ought  ta 
have  assumed  in  order  to  be  entitled  to  rett 
ception  from  that  House. 

Mt.  Bimket  thought  if  this  petition  waf 
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to  be  received  at  all,  it  coold  only  be  as  a 
matter  of  course,  ami,  if  it  did  not  come 
within  the  Gren?iUe  act,  that  it  could  not 
be  10  received. 

Mr.  Ihihunt  saw  ^reat  doubt  as  to  the 
receiviDg  of  the  petition.  He  was  by  no 
means  satisfied  that  it  could  be  considered 
as  coming  within  the  purview  of  the 
Grenville  act,  bat  at  the  same  time  he  was 
not  prepared  to  say,  that  any  petition 
which  did  not  come  under,  this  act  must 
therefore  be  rejected,  and  could  on  no 
account  be  entertained  by  the  House. 
The  question  was  of  great  importance,  and 
he  thought  that  the  House  ought  not  to  be 
called  on  to  decide  incidentally  upon  a 
motion  of  this  nature  ;  but  that  if  the  pe» 
tition  should  be  received,  the  discussion 
upon  it  ought  to  be  adjourned  to  a  future 
day,  in  order  to  give  the  House  time  to 
consider  the  subject,  and  to  be  more  pre- 
pared for  its  dLicussioii. 

Sir  J.  Antiruiker  said,  this  petition  was 
obviously  not  founded  upon  the  Grenville 
act,  as  it  professed  to  be.  There  were 
but  four  points  to  which  that  act  pro- 
perly applied,  namely,  undue  election, 
undue  return,  insoilicient  return,  and  no 
return  at  all.  Of  no  one  of  these  did  this 
petition  complain.  No  objection  what- 
ever appeared  to  have  been  made  to  the 
insufficiency  of  lord  DursIeyVqualifica- 
cation,  as  ought  to  have  been  done  at  the 
time  of  the  election,  if  the  alledged 
ground  of  objection  esisted.  No  person 
complained  of  any  irrej^ularity  in  the  re- 
turn at  the  time,  nor  of  any  practical  in- 
jury sustained  by  any  person  in  conse- 
quence of  that  return.  The  petition 
was  thereforu  nothing  more  than  a  mere 
paper  of  information  to  the  House,  that  a 
person  was  sitting  as  one  of  its  members 
who  had  not  produced  his  qualification  at 
the  time  of  bis  being  sworn,  as  by  law  re- 
quired. The  omission  here  complained  of 
as  a  ground  of  disqualification,  might  and 
could  only  be  taken  up  by  the^  House 
itself,  but  the  present  petition  could  never 
be  sent  to  a  Committee  under  the  Gren- 
ville act.  If  then  the  question  could 
only  be  taken  op  by  the  House,  was  it  fit 
that  it  should  be  done  in  consequence  of  a 
petition  like,  the  present?  He  knew  no- 
thing of  the  parties  but  from  the  descrip- 
tion of  persons  coming  before  them  in 
tjps  petition,  stating  tht-mselves  to  be  free- 
wlders  of  the  county  ot'  Gloucester,  who 
could  have  come  forwai^d  in  a  very  dif- 
ferent way,  he  coold  not  view  them  in  any 
tery  favourable  aspect.    They  bad  a  right 


to  have  called  on  the  candidate  for  his 
qualification  during  the  election;  they 
ntight  have  voted  against  him,  or  they 
might  have  petitioned  against  his  return  ; 
they  had,  as  freeholders/ chosen'  to  forego 
those  modes  of  obtaininff  -satisfaction. 
They  had  not  even  stated  that  he  was  not 
the  nttest  person  to  represent  the  county  ; 
they  had  not  condescended  to  fix  on  any 
grievance  under  which  they  laboured  ; 
and  he  could  view  this  petition  therefore  in 
no  other  light  than  as  an  attempt  to  draw 
the  House  into  a  decision  of  a  questibn 
which  could  serve  no  practical  purpose 
whatever.  In  that  view  of  the  case,  was 
it  fit  for  the  House  to  proceed  on  this  pe« 
tition?  That  it  was  not  an  election  pe- 
tition was  clear.  The  petitioners  had  no 
more  interest  in  the  matter  than  any  other 
man  in  England.  The  petition  was  no 
more  nor  no  less  than  a  mere  paper  of  in* 
formation  to  the  House,'  complaining  bf 
whatwasonly  an  irregularity  in  a  member 
of  that  House  ;  and  the  question  was,  if 
the  matter  ought  to  come  before  them  in 
that  shape.  He  admitted  that  it  was  per-  \ 
fectly  competent  for  any  member  of  that 
Hodse  to  shew  that  this  was  a  case  in 
which  a  new  writ  should  issue.  Yet  in  the 
event  of  his  making  such  motion,  he  must 
also  be  b<iund  to  make  out  the  facts.  The 
House,  however,  had  no  right  to  call 
on  the  present  petitioners  to  make  out  the 
facts  they  averred ;  to  punish  them  if 
they  failed  ;  nor  eveh  to  visit  t^em  with 
costs  in  the  event' of  their  aliegationc 
proving  groundless  and  vexatious.  Nei- 
ther would  the  noble  lord,  who  was  the 
subject  of  the  petition,  %vith  whose  figure 
even  he  (sir  J.  A.)  was  unacquainted,  have 
it  in  his  power  to  insist  on  defending  him- 
scif.  He  as^ain  warned  the  House  there- 
fore, againn  entering  into  a  question 
which  wan  brought  before-  them  with  no 
practical  object  whatevtr.  They  ought  to 
be  delicate  of  receiving  such  queslionf, 
and  should  not  entertain  them  without  ne- 
cessity. The  rights  of  lord  Dursley,  or,  of 
his  younger  brother,  could  never  be 
touched  by  that  House»  and  therefore  it 
wasiropottible  they  could  ever  properly 
interfere. 

Mr.  Wynn  thought  the  question  involved 
the  House  in  considerable  difficulty.  It 
was  true,  it  did  not  complain  under  any 
of  the  four  points  in  .the  Grenville  act, 
stated  bv  the  boo.  and  learned  member 
who  had  just  sat  down.  But,  nevertheless 
It  did  complain  of  a  disqualification  in  the 
pitraon  now.  sitting  as  the  repreaenUtive  of 
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the  petitioners,  of  which  they  might  not 
have  been  aware  at  the  time  of  the  elec- 
ti6n  ;  and,  therefore,  the  complaint  rested 
upon  another  point,  namely,  the  non- pro- 
duction of  qualification  at  the  time  of  being 
swornin,  whioh,  under  the  Grenville  act, 
rendered  the  election  ipso  facto  null  and 
void.  He  did  not  see  how  the  House  could 
properly  refuse  to  entertain  and  consider 
such  a  complaint  arising  from  any  number 
of  electors.  Bat  he  was  nevertheless  for 
adjourning  the  consideration  to  a  subse- 
quent day. 

Mr.  Whithread  conceived  it  to  be  impos- 
sible to  object  to  the  petition  being  brought 
«p.  It  would  JLhen,  however,  become  a 
matter  of  serious  consideration;i  whether  it 
should  lie  on  tde  table.  He  was  satisfied 
that  it  could  not  be  received  as  coming 
under  the  Grenville  act,  and  he  was  also 
convinced  it  would  be  agreeable  to  the 
feelings  of  every  gentleman  in  the  House 
lo  find  that  they  couhl  not  entertain  it  at 
nU,  as  by  it  they  were  called  to  the  consi- 
deration of  a  point  which  they  could  never 
be  .competent  to  determine.  What  were 
they  called  on  here  to  decide?  That  a 
parson  who  assumed  to  himself  the  title 
of  lord  Dursley,  eldest  lawful  son  and  heir 
apparent  to  the  earl  of  Berkeley  ;  whom 
the  earl  of  Berkeley,  too,  himself  declared 
to  be  so  ;  who  ^under  that  character,  had 
stood  candidate  for  the  county  of  Glou- 
cester»  and  had  been  elected  ;  was  not  the 

Serson  he  and  his  father  so  represented 
im  to  be  !  Would  the  House  wish  to  take 
upon  itself  such  a  power  ?  would  they 
wish,  without  having  any  right  of  juris- 
diction or  any  constitutional  call  on  them 
lo  do  so,  not  only  to  determine  so,  but  also 
to  declare  that  earl  (Berkeley  had  been 
guilty  of  a  conspiracy  against  the  county 
of  Gloucester  ?  Before  they  ventured  to 
take  such  a  task  upon  themselves,  he 
presumed  they  would  at  least  wish  to  learn 
from  the  petitioners  whetliirr  they  were  at 
the  time  of  the  return,  acquainted  with 
the  matters  stated  in  the  petition.  If  the 
consequence  of  allowing  the  present  pe- 
tition to  lie  on  the  table  was  to  have  the 
efiect  of  depriving  a  person  of  his  rights, 
or  of  causing  the  House  to  interfere  in  a 
matter  over  which  they  had  no  legitimate 
jurisdiction,  he  must  oppose  it.  He  could 
not  thinly  the  House  called  on  to  plunge 
itself  into  such  a  dilemma  as  this.  He 
had  no  ohjection  to  the  petition  being 
brought  op,  but  could  not  consent  to  its 
lying  on  the  table. 
The  CAMwifcir  qf  Ac  Extheg^  Uioaght 


there  could  be  no  doubt  as  to  receiring^  tli# 
petition.      The  question  would  then  eer* 
tainly  be,  having  received  it,  if  they  could 
refuse  to  pay  attention  to  the  contents    d 
it.     He  agreed  that  the  House  could   not 
interfere  in  the  rights  of  parti es^  but  still 
they  were  entitled  to  entertain  the  ques- 
tion so  far  as  they  themselves  were   con- 
cerned.    If  he  felt  as  clear  OU'  this  point 
as  some  other  hon.  gentlemen  seemed  to 
do,  he  should  doubt  as  to  the  propriety  of 
at  all  receiving  the  petition.  .    He   wai 
therefore  in  favour  of  adjournment,    that 
the'  question  might  be  maturel  v  considered. 

Mr.  AbertrofMe'  cancurred  in  the  opi* 
nion  that  the  petition  ought  to  be  birooght 
up.     The  House  ought  to  have  accurate 
information  upon  the  subject^  and  it  was 
also  desirable  to  know  whether  the  petition 
contained  any  allegation  that  the   peti- 
tioners were  not  aware  of  the  facts  they 
now  brought  forward   at  the  time  of  the 
election*     Because  if  they  had  known  of 
them  then,  and  had  neglected  to  demand 
the  qualification  on  that  occasion,  it  would 
be  for  the  House  to  consider  how  hr  h 
ought  to  entertain  the  petition  and  remedy 
their  neglect.     But  the  same  objection 
would  not  apply  to  a  motion  made  by  the 
hon.  gent,  who  presented  a  petition  for  a 
new  writ. 

Mr.  Poiiion^  wished  to  know  whether 
the  petition  complained  of  an  undue  elec- 
tion and  claimed  ibr  the  petitioners  the 
benefit  of  the  1 0th  of  Geo.  3d,  calM  th« 
Grenville  act  ? 

Mr.  Sunmn  replied  that  it  did  not,  as  if 
it  had  so  complained,  he  should  have  felt 
it  his  duty  to  give  it  in  at  the  table  without 
motion.  The  petition  was  then  brought 
up,  and  on  its  being  read, 

Mr.  jSt(;an]i,  previously  to  his  movingthal 
the  petition  do  lie  on  the  table,  felt  it  ne- 
cessary to  state,  that  be  should  not  take 
upon  himself  the  responsibility  of  proving 
the  allegations  it  contained,  nor  think  it 
his  duty  to  submit  any  motion  founded 
upon  it  to  the  Hottse.-^He  concluded  by  - 
moving  that  the  petition  do  lie  on  the 
tablo.-^On  this  question  being  put, 

Mr.  Calcrtifi,  thought  every  attention 
was  due  to  this  gravu  and  serious  subjects 
He  did  not  mean  on  any  account  to  poiot 
out  what  course  ought  to  be  pursued,  but, 
without  presuming  to  dictate  to  the  House 
(as  he  perceived  by  what  bad  been  read 
of  the  petition,  thai  some  few  of  the  etr* 
cumstances  of  the  case,  hot  not  all,  bad 
l>een  stated,)  he  begged  leave  to  mentiofl 
■one  facts  which  came  to  kia  knovr ledget 
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The  petitioners  stated  that  in  1796  the  earl  i 
of  Berkeley  was  married  to  Mary  Cole  ; 
having  suppressed  the  fact,  with  which 
they  must  have  been  acquainted,  of  a' re- 
gistry  in  the  parish  of  Berkeley  in  Glou- 
cestershire, of  the  marriage  of  earl  Berke- 
ley with  Mary  Cole  in  the  year  1785. 
This  fact  must  have  been  well  known  to 
the  petitioners,  for  it  had  been  some  years 
since  the  subject  of  much  discussion  in  the 
House  of  Lords,  and  a  common  topic  of 
conversation  at  that  time  in  the  county  of 
Gloucester.     So  that  the  petitioners  who 
came  to  chat  Hoiue  for  justice,  suppressed, 
not  only  that  registry  of  the  marriage,  but 
also  an  entry  opposite  to  the  entry  of  the 
birth  of  lord  Dursley,  that  he  was  the  le- 
gitimate son  of  earl  Berkeley,  yvho  for 
reasons  best  known  to  the  parties  thought 
proper  to  conceal  the  previous  marriage. 
If  the  petitioners  had  any  doubt  upon  the 
subject,  they  ooffht  to  have  demanded 
his  qualification  from  lord  Dursley  at  the 
election.    As  to  what  had  been  staled  re- 
lative to  the  marriage  in  1796,  that  mea- 
sure had  been  resorted  to  by  the  advice 
of  the  most  eminent    counsel,    because 
it  was  supposed  at  that  time  that  all  the 
documents  concerning  the  original  mar- 
riage had  been  lost.  He  had  thought  it  his 
duty  to  state  all  he  happened  to  know 
upon  this  subject,  and  however  reluctant 
be  might  be  to  reject  the  petition,  he  felt 
the  less  difficulty  on  the  subject,  because 
by  not  receiving  this,  the  parties  would  not 
be. deprived  by  the  House  of  their  re- 
medy, as  he  understood  they  would  still 
have  till  Monday  to  present  another  peti- 
tition  conformably  to  the  provisions  of  the 
Grenville  act.     There  was  much  in  what 
had  been  said  by   his  hon.  friend  that,  if 
this  petition  in  iu  present  shape  should  be 
decided  to  be  frivolous  and  vexatious,  the 
petitioners  would  not  be  liable  to  costs. 
Besideft  as  the  hon.  gent,  who  presented 
the  petition  had  declared  it  not  to  be  his 
intention  to  found  any  motion  upon  it, 
this  scandal  vi^uld  go  forth  to  the  world, 
whilst  the  petition,  if  received,  might  re- 
main for  ever  a  dead  letter  on  the  table. 
He  thousht  the  present  quite  a  new  ques- 
tion.    He  therefore  wished  it  postponed 
till  another  day.      If  the  House  should 
then  thiMk  the  application  malicious  and 
groundless,  they  would  be  able  to  say 
what  mode  they  should   adopt  for  vin- 
.  dicating  the  character  of  the  injured  in- 
dividual, and  punishing  the  calumniators. 
He  concluded  by  moving,  that  the  debate 
be  adjoorned  till  Tbetday  nest 


The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  asked 
whether  the  hon.  gent,  who  bad  just  sat 
down,  had  any  reason  to  know  whether 
the  petitioners  had  stiH  time  remair)ing 
to  present  a  petition  founded  on  the  Gren- 
ville Act,  because  if  they  had,  that  would 
unquestionably  make  an  alteration  in  the 
question  ? 

Mr.  Catcraft  stated  that  to  liave  been 
his  apprehension  at  first,  but  admitted  that 
he  had  mistaken  the  case. 

The  Solicitor  General '  thought  the  red 
point  to  consider  was,  whether  the  petition 
complairied   of  an  improper  election,  and 
came  within  the  Grenville  Act,  because  If 
so,  there  could  be  no  doubt  that  it  ought 
to  be  entertained.     The  question  therefore 
was  not,  whether  in  its  form,  but  whether 
in  its  subject  matter,  the  petition  was  com^ 
prAended  within  the  Grenville  Act.  That 
was  a  nice  point,  because  the  election 
had  been  allowed  to  be  good  and  the  re- 
turn good  ;  the  difficulty  therefore  was  to 
ascertain,    whether    the    subsequent    act 
charged  as  having  been  omitted,  was  such 
as  to  invalidate  the  election,  ab  initio,  and 
thos  in  substance  bring  the  matter  of  the 
petition  within  the  Grenville  Act.     It  ap«* 
peared  to  him  that  the  House  ought  to 
follow   the  course    pointed  out    by  ad- 
journing the  debate  to  another  day.    The 
House  would  thus  have  a  sufficient  oppor- 
tunity to  make  up  its  mind  whether  this 
petition  came   within  the  Grenville  Act> 
whether  they  oueht  to  reject  it,  or  refer  it 
to  a  committee  of  privileges,  as  well  with 
a  view  to  the  justice  of  the  case,  as  to  vin« 
dicate  the  character  of  one  of  their  own 
members,  if  it  should  happen  to  have  been 
falsely   reflected  upon.     From  the  little 
consideration  which  he  had  been  able  to- 
bestow  on  the  subject,  he  should  be  dts« 
posed  to  think  that  the  case  did  not  come 
within  the  Grenville  Act.     The  reason 
wh}^  he  thought  so  was,  that  that  act  re* 
lated  to  things  done  during  the  election^ , 
and  substituted  the  tribunal  of  the  Com- 
mittee for  the  returning  officer,  giving  it 
power  to  amend  the  return  in  case  of  any 
undue  election  or  return.    Any  doubt  ho 
had,  arose  from  the  act  of  the  2Sd  of  Geo.' 
n.  stating  that  the  omission  to  give  in  the 
qualification  rendered   not  the  seat  but 
tne  election  void.  ^  If  the  seat  only  were 
declared  void,  he' should  not  have  anj 
doubt  that  the  petition  was  not  within  the 
Grenville  Act.     When  it  stated,  however* 
that  the  election  was  void,    thereby   a 
doubt  naturally  was  excited,  though  ht 
was  disposed  to  construe  the  act  to  mean 
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not  actaally  void,  but  aroidable.  He  there- 
fore sbould  vote  for  the  motioii  that  the 
debate  be  adjourned  t;o  Tuesday  next. 

la  putting  the  question^  the  Speaker 
intimated  the  propriety  of  his  apprising 
the  noble  person  concerned^  the  day  on 
\vhich  the  debate  was  to  be  renewed. 

Mr.  Wynn  thought,  if  the  application 
tbould  be  found  to  be  calumnious,  it  w(uild 
be  the  duty  of  the  House  to  search  for 
precedents  for  punishing  the  petitioners. , 

Sir  /.  An$tTuther  could  not  agree  with 
the  Solicitor  General,  that  the  case  was 
altogether  new.  It  was  fully  discussed  in 
the  case  of  the  Westminster  election, 
argued  by  his  learned  friend  near  him 
(Mr.  Adam)  and  the  master  of  the  rolls. 

The  question,  fur  adjourning  the  debate 
till  Tuesday  was  then  put  and  carried. 

[East  India  Company's  Affairs.]  Mr. 
R,  Dimdas  moved  the  order  of  the  day  for 
the  House  to  resolve  into  a  Committtee 
of  the  whole  House  upon  the  affairs  of  the 
East  India  company. .  On  the  question 
being  put, 

Mr.  Creevey  rose  to  oppose  going  into 
the  Committee,  on  the  ground  that  there 
«was  not  sufficient  information  before  the 
House  to  enable  gentlemen  to  form  any 
correct  opinion  upon  this  important  ques- 
tion. There  was  one  jpaper  in  particular, 
which  he  had  moved  for  on  a  former  day, 
and  had  been  ordered  to  be  printed,  that 
would  be  necess^iry  for  the  elucidation  of 
the  subject,  but  was  not  yet  in  the  hands 
of  gentlemen  ;  and  as  this  paper  would  in 
a  very  few  days  be  in  the  hands  of  gentle- 
men, he  could  not,  therefore,  see  any 
reason  for  pressing  the  business  at  that 
moment.  The  question  to  be  gooe  into  in 
the  Committee,  was,  whether  the  parlia- 
ment should  give  1 ,500,000/.  of  the  pub- 
lic money  to  the  India  Company.  It  was 
necessary  for  him  here  in  order  to  shew 
how  little  claim  the  company  had  upon 
the  public,  to  state  briefly,  the  several 
applications  which  had  been  made  by  the 
East  India  company  to  that  House  within 
the  last  thirty  years.  The  hon.  gent,  then 
atated  in  detail,  the  various  applications  of 
this  description  from  the  2l8t  of  the  King 
ia  1781,  when  the  charter  was  renewed, 
when  the  bond  debt  of  the  company  was 
only  150,000/.  when  its  capital  was 
5,200,000/.  when  the  company  stipulated 
to  pay  400,000/.  annually  to  the  public, 
to  make  a  dividend  of  8  per  cent,  and  to 
pay  over  3-4ths  of  the  surplus  profits  to 
the  use  of  the  public*  down  to  the  present 
application^  when  the  bond  debt  of  the 


coifhpany    was    5,000,0Q0/.    the 
8,000,000/.  and  when  it  was  propo&ed   to 
obtain  a  sum  of  1,500,000/.  more  from  the 
public.    The   hon.  member  then  stated. 
the  views  be  had  in  wishing  the  papers  he 
had  called  for  to  be  put  into  the  haiKls  of 
gentlemen  before  they  should   be  called 
upon  to  grant  so  large  a  sum  of  the  public 
money.     The  exposition  of  their  afiairs  by 
the  court  of  directors  themselves,  aad  tiie 
supplement  to  it,  would  shew  the  declining 
trade  of  this  flourishing  company.     These 
documents  stated  the  profits  of  the  tiade 
of  the  company  to  have  been  in   18a2-Sj 
3 17  J  59/.  in  1803-4,  115,319/,;  in  1804-5. 
92,186/. ;  in  1806,  11,472/. ;  In  ISO?  the 
loss  was  274,57 1/.     The  hon.  gent,   then 
complained  of  the  very  improper  and  on- 
intelligible  manner  in  which  the  annual 
accounts  of  the  company  were  generally 
presented.   As  the  company  therefore  had 
failed  in  all  its  promises  to  the  public-— 
as  its  debt,  and  its  capital,  had  so  ener* 
mously  increased  during  the  last  30  years* 
and  as  no  necessity  existed  for  going  into 
the  Committee  till  the  House  should  be  in 
full  possession  of  the  requisite  informaUon, 
he  meant  to  oppose  the  motion  of  the  hon. 
gent,  and  would  take  the  sense  of  the 
House  upon  it. 

Mr.  R.  Dundas  observed  that  the  hon. 
gent  seemed  to  him  to  have  taken  a  coarse 
very  injurious  to  his  own  object  of  obtaining 
that  information,  which  the  hon.  member 
certainly  appeared  to  want.  At  a  time 
when  it  was  his  intention,  in  the  commit* 
tee,  to  put  the  House  in  possession  of  the 
grounds  upon  which  his  proposition  was 
founded ;  grounds,  most  of  which  the  hon. 
gent,  seemed  not  to  be  aware  of;  that 
hon.  gent,  wished  to  provoke  a  debate  on 
the  general  question  before  the  House 
would  be  able  to  go  into  it  with  eflect. 
But  the  hon.  gent,  should  in  this  instance 
be  disappointed  in  hia  expectation. — It 
was  not  his  intention  to  state  the  grounds 
on  which  his  proposition  rested  till  the 
House  should  have  resolved  into  the  com- 
mittee, where  both  the  hon.  gent,  and 
himself  would  have  the  fullest  opportunity 
of  explanation.  Neither  should  he  follow 
the  hon.  gent  into  his  details  for  the  last 
30  or  40  years.  On  this  point  he  should 
only  observe,  that  from  the  hon.  gent,  for 
the  first  time,  he  had  heard  it  asserted* 
that  it  was  a  proof  of  decline  for  a  com- 
mercial company  to  increase  ita  capital 
for  the  purposes  of  trade.  All  the  papers 
the  hon.  gentleman  had  alluded,  to  had 
been  many  weeks  before  the  conmittee 
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up 'Stain;  several  copies  bad  been  even 
made  of  tbe  document  he  most  particu- 
larly wished  for;  and  if  the  hon.  member 
had  thought,  proper,  he  might  have  had 
any  one  of  them  for  his  use  at  any  time 
he  pleased.  But  towards  the  close  of  the 
.hon.  gent's  speech,  he  had  admitted  that 
there  was  a  complete  exposition  of  the 
aifairs  of  the  company,  down  to  the  latest 
period,  already  before  the  Honse.  The 
papers  laid  before  the  committee  in  1 808, 
were  not  necessary  to  shew  the  House 
^hat  the  state  of  the  trade  was  at  present. 
He  should  not  touch  upon  the  other  mat- 
ters referred  to  by  the  hon.  gent,  till  the 
House  should  he  in  the  commiiteey  and 
consequently  it  was  unnecessary  for  him 
to  add  any  thing  at  present  to  what  he  had 
just  stated. 

Mr.  Tiemey  observed,  that  if  it  were 
proposed  that  the  House  was  to  go  into 
tbe  committee,  only  to  consider  of  the 
question  respecting  the  loan  to  the  India 
company,  and  he  were  to  understand,  that 
it  was  not  intended  to  go  into  the  consi- 
deration of  the  general  state  of  the  afiairs 
of  India,  he  should  not  feel  any  objection 
to  the  ihption  for  going  into  the  commit- 
tee. •  The  house  divided,  for  the  motion 
43  ;  against  it  7 ;  majority  36. 

Whilst  strangers  were  excluded,  the 
House  resolved  lUelf  into  the  committee, 
and  on  tbeir  re*admtss*on  to  the  gallery, 

Mr.  Dundof  was  on  his  less,  stating  the 
causes  of  the  difficulties  in  which  the  com* 
pany  found  itself  involved;  the  chief  of 
which  arose  from  the  number  of  bills  pre- 
sented in  this  country  for  payment  upon 
their  India  debt.  It  had  been  the  object 
of  the  company,  however,  to  confine  their 
loans  in  Indfa  to  their  surplus  revenue 
thf^re,  and  they  had  succeeded  to  a  con- 
siderable extent  in  Madras  and  Bombay ; 
but  there  were  no  accounts  from  Bengal 
to  shew  how  the  plan  answered  there. 
But  a  complete  account  of  all  their  debts 
and  of  their  general  situation,  would  be 
laid  before  the  House  next  session.  It 
had  never  been  expected  that  these  Indian 
debts  could  be  discharged  out,  of  their 
commercial  profits  here.  The  India  debt 
contracted  in  the  acquisition  of  territory, 
in  the  prosecution  o%wars,  ought  to  be 
charged  on  the  territorial  revenue.  Tbe 
House  had  been  in  the  habit  of  extending 
relief  to  merchants  under  temporary  em- 
barrvsments^  but  the  company  would  have 
been  able  to  meet  all  their  late  immense 
losses  in  trade  had  it  not  been  for  these 
India  bills.     He  proposed  to  move  an 
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issue  of  1^  million  in  Exchequer  bills  for 
the  relief  of  the  company,  which  would 
be  made  payable  within  a  limited  time,  to 
bring  the  company's  afiairs,  under  discos* 
sion  some  time  next  session.    It  appear-* 
ed  strange    to  some  gentlemen  that  the 
House  should  advance  a  sum  of  money  td 
the  directors,  and  limit  the  payment  to  a 
certain  time;    but  he  wished  that  sodt 
should  be  the  conduct  of  the  House,  as  it 
was  most   desirable   that    the    accounta 
should  be  produced  with  regularity  and 
punctuality.    With  respect  to  the  means 
which  the  company  had  of  repaying  the 
sum,  it  waf  absurd  to  entertain  a  doubt  of 
their  capability  of  discharging  a  sum  of 
vastly  greater  magnitude  than  that  which 
he  .would  propose  to  the  committee.     It 
was  evident  to  every  body,  if  goods  to  the 
amount  of  d  or  8,000,000/.  the  property 
of  the  company,  were  under  the  immediate 
eye  of  the  crown,  that  such  property  would 
folly  defray  the  loan  of  l,3(X),000/.  and 
tba^  it  could  instantly  be  appropriated  to 
that  purpose.     Besides,  this  debt  might  be 
liquidated  by  the  company  defraying  cer« 
tain  naval  cxpences  in  the  East  Indies,  hi- 
therto defiayecl  by  the  crown.     Mr.  D. 
then   adverted  to  the  wars  in  which  the 
company  had  been  engaged,  which  had 
occasioned  the   deficit  in  their  revenue 
compared  with  their  expenditure.    But 
there  was  now  a  prospect  of  their  being 
able  considerably  to  r-^duce  their  military 
establishment.      He  further   stated   that 
the  government  had  called  upon  the  com* 
pany  to  give  licences  for  inmvidual  trade 
to  Africa,  the  Red  Sea  and  Southern  con* 
tinent  of  America.    Tbe  Honse,  however* 
would  have  a  future  opportunity  of  regu* 
lating  the  India  trade  in  whatever  manner 
should  appear  most  proper.    When  ho 
stated  this,  however,  he  had  no  hesitation 
in  confessing,  that  if  *the  renewal  of  the 
East  India  charter  was  now  to  be  proposed* 
he  would  not  be  one  of  those  to  consent 
to  its  renewal  on  the  conditions  on  whick 
it  now  stood.— He  concluded  by  moving 
that  the  sum  of  1,5(H),000/.   should  -  be 
granted  to  the  East  India  company. 

Mr.  Oreofey  stated,  that  he  had  but  little 
confidence  in  the  security  proffered  for 
this  sum.  It  was  remarkable  that,  as  to 
India,  the  hon.  gent,  had  only  been  able 
to  shew  a  decrease  of  deficit— he  had  said 
nothing  of  surplus;  He  contended,  in  op- 
position to  the  last  speaker,  that  increase 
of  investment  was  not  necessarily  a  source 
of  profit.  Where  the  trade  was  a  losing 
one,  it  was  a  means  of  increased  loss  i  and 
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he  referred  to  lord  Minto's  letter,  to  shew 
bow  the  matter  stood  in  Che  present  in- 
stance. The-  company  bad  be  contended 
completely  failed  in  all  their  engagements 
to  the  public ;  and  instead  of  nine  millions, 
which  they  ought  to  ba?e  paid  by  this 
time,  they  had  only  paid  500,000/. . 

Miv  IHmiias  observed,  that  the  affairs  of 
the  Company  could  not  be  considered  as  a 
mere  mercantile  concern.  They  were  not 
to  be  considered  as  bankrupt,  because  their 
commercial  profits  here  could  not  answer 
all  the  demands  for  the  India  bills.  It 
might  as  well  be  said  that  this  country 
was  bankrupt,  because  it  could  not  at  once 
discharge  a  debt  of  600,000,000/. 

Col.  Allen  slated  that  he  had  received  a 
letter  from  India,  stating  an  instance  of 
bad  faith  in  the  Company,  in  recerd  to  a 
loan  contracted  there.  It  was  of  the  last 
importance  to  preserve  the  confidence  of 
the  natives  ;  and  he  confessed  that  the  let- 
ter in  question  had  almost  destroyed  the 
remains  of  confidence  which  he  had  had  in 
the  stability  of  the  Company. 

Mr.  Dimdas  stated,  that  the  transaction 
in  question  was  now  under  investigation. 

Mr.  Jokuione  supported  the  motion,  al- 
though he  considered  it  perfectly  delusive 
to  argue  that  the  afiairs  of  the  East  India 
Company  were  in  a  flourishing  state. 
With  respect  to  the  alledged  reduction  of 
the  military  force  in  India,  it  was  impossi- 
ble, inasmuch  as  it  was  now  scarcely  suf- 
ficient  for  the  protection  of  the  territories 
aabject  to  the  Company. 

Mr.  Gnmt  denied  that  the  allegations 
relative  to  the  insolvency  of  the  Company 
were  in  any  degree  borne  out  by  the  facts, 
although  it  was  manifest  that  the  general 
circulation  of  such  rumours,  both  within 
and  without  those  walls^  was,  above  all 
other  circumstances,  calculated  to  produce 
moeh  of  the  evil  which  it  was  only  affect- 
ed to  predict.  It  was  no  proof  that  be- 
cause the  cofiers  of  the  Company  at  home, 
in  consequence  of  their  commercial  and 
political  exertions  in  India  were  not  full, 
that  therefore  the  application  to  the  coun- 
try for  an  advance  of  a  certain  sum,  was 
•  proof  of  insolvency.  Had  not  at  various 
times  great  chartered  bodies  made  such 
applicfitions  to  the  House  of  Commons? 
Did  not  the  Bank  of  Ensland  do  so,  and 
would  it  be  contended  that  such  an  act 
fuhy  illustrated  the  insolvency  of  that  cor> 
poration? 

Mr.  I^rendergasi  complained  of  the  vrant 
of  uniformity  of  system  lietween  the  go- 
venunent  at  home  and  in  India.    At  one 


\ttme  there  were  preparations  making    is 
India  for  sending  25,000  men  from  Bombaj 
to   attack  Persia,  and  even  chati^e    the 
dynasty  of   that  country,  while  in  this 
country  the  government  were  anxious  to 
conciliate    Persia.    The    enterprise     also 
which  took  place  at  Macao,  was  directly. 
contrary  to  the  system  that  government 
would  wish  to  pursue  towards  China^    and 
had  been  followed  b^  serious  disad van- 
tages.    Notwithstandmff  he  felt  himself 
obliged  to  disapprove  of  those  things,  yet 
he  must  concur  in  the  vote  for  giving  the 
Company  the  assisunce  proposed. 

Lord  Murpeth  replied,  that  thoagh  no 
detailed  view  of  the  situation  of  India  had 
yet  been  presented  to  the  House,  but 
nevertheless  he  conceived  that  the  Com- 
pany had 'a  claim  on  their  liberality  and 
indulgence. 

A  division  then  took  place.  For  the 
motion  75;  Against  it  10;  Majority  C5. 
[Funding  Exchequer  Bills.]  Mr. 
Whitbread  rose  to  ask  the  right  non.  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  whether  it 
was  the  intention  of  government  to  take 
any  immediate  step  in  consequence  of  the 
Report  of  the  Select  Committee  respect- 
ifig  the  abuses  detected  in  the  o^ce  for 
funding  exchequer  bills^?  He  would  cer- 
tainlv  wish  to  leave  the  business  in  the 
hands  of  ministers  if  they  were  prepared 
to  act  upon  it. 

The  Chancdhrpftht  Exchequer  answered, 
that  it  was  a  subject  which  would  reooire 
very  serious  consideration,  and  could  not 
be  disposed  of  in  a  day.  The  hon.  gent 
and  the  House  would  feel  that  the  qoestioa 
concerned  the  arrangement  of  an  entire 
office,  and  that  theretore  it  was  a  question 
of  such  detail,  and  which  required  anch 
minute  attention,  that  possibly  he  might 
not  have  leisure  sufficient  for  the  purpose, 
to  bestow  during  the  present  session.  He 
assured  him,  however,  that  be  would  give 
the  subject  his  molt  serious  consideration. 
Mr.  Whitbread  acknowledged  that  the 
revision  of  the  whole  department  was  an 
affair  that  would  necessarily  require  time 
and  attention  ;  he  thought,  however,  that 
the  punishment  of  those  offenders,  he 
meant  the  three  officers  named  in  the  re- 
port, ought  immediltely  to  take  place.  If 
that  were  done,  he  thought  that  the  revi- 
sion of  the  arrangement  of  the  office  might 
be  lef^  to  take  place  at  leisure. 

The  Chanedhr  qfthe  Exckeqwr  said,  that 
even  the  immediate  dismissal  of  these 
three  officers,  would  be  attended  with  some 
inconrenieiicej  ai  .it  would  be  neccMary 
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to  select  others,  to  611  their  places.— The 
Gonrersation  then  ended. 

[Abolition  op  ]Sinecurb  Opficbs.] 
Mr.  Duma  Gidtfy  reported  from  the 
Commiilee  of  the  whole  House,  to  whom 
it  was  referred  to  consider  further  of  the 
third  Report  trom  the  Ct^mmiltee  on  Public 
Expenditorei  the  Resoluilons,  ^hicb  they 
had  directed  him  to  report  to  the  House*; 
which  he  rt^ad  in  his  place,  and  delivered 
*ui  at  the  table. 

The  6r9t  Resolution,  viz.  "  That  it  is 
the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  That  the 
utmost  attention  to  economy,  in  all  the 
branches  of  public  expeoiliture,  whicb  is 
consistent  with  the  interests  of  the  public 
service,  is  at  all  times  m  great  and  import- 
ant  duty,''  was  carriM  unanimously. 
Upon  ihe  second  Resolution  being  read, 
via.  "  That  tor  this  purpose,  in  addition 
to  the  uxeful  and  effective  measures  al- 
ready taken  by  parliament  for  the  aboli- 
tion  and.  regulation  of  various  sinecure 
offices,  and  ofiices  executed  by  deputy,  it 
IS  expedient  to  extend  the  like  principles 
of  abolition  or  regulation  to  such  other 
cases  as  may  appear  to  require  and  admit 
of  the  same :" 

Mr.  Banka  rose  to  move  an  amendment 
If  he  did  not  teet  this  a  subject  of  a  con- 
siderable moment;  if  he  were  not  ac- 
tuated by  a  sense  of  imperious  dutVf  even 
under  the  present  pressure  of  other  im- 
portant public  business,  he  should  have 
been  very  unwilling  to  bring  it  again  into 
discussion.  There  were  circumstances, 
however,  connected  with  the  present  times, 
which  made  him  conceive  the  subject 
now  to  be  of  peculiar  importance.  The 
House  had,  a  very  few  days  ago,  refused, 
and  as  he  thought  rightly,  to  go  into  a 
committee  to  enquire  into  the  state  of  the 
iiepresentation.  If  he  were  asked  what 
was  the  motive  which  principally  induced 
him  to  vote  with  the  majority  upon  that 
question,  he  would  say,  that  it  was  because 
he  was  convinced  that  ii  was  ft  question, 
which  was  not  desired  to  be  entered  into 
by  the  greater  part  of  the  respectable 
class  of  society,  whose  opinions  were  un- 
doubtedly deserriog  of  grave  and  serious 
attention  irom  the  House.  He  had,  on 
former  occasions,  voted  for  some  altera- 
tions in  the  mode  of  returning  member* 
to  parliament,  but  it  was  at  a  time  that  he 
supposed  the  respectable  part  of  society 
wished  for  those  changes,  and  he  had  not 
BOW  any  fixed  or  rooted  objections  to  re- 
form to  tberepresentation,  if  he  thought  it 
yeally  the*  wish  of  that  daii  of  society^  to 
whom  he  had  alluded. 


It  was  his  opinion,  however,  that  there 
many  other  preliminary  steps  which 
ought  tube  taken  before  such  reform  would 
be  advisable.  There  should  be  acts  passed 
to  prevent  the  enormous  expence  of  con* 
tested  elections,  and  to  prevent  improper 
influence  and  interference.  He  was  friend- 
ly to  the  measure,  which  he  had  often 
proposed,  for  the  same  reason  that  be  op<« 
posed  the  motion  for  reform.  He  believed 
that  there  did  exist  a  real,  a  sincere  desire 
among  that  part  of  society  of  which  he  bad 
spoken,  for  every  moderate  and  substan^^ 
tial  reform  which  would  not  .attack  the 
frame  and  foundation  of  the  constitution. 
There  never  had  been,  he  thought,  a 
time  in  which  it  was  more  necessary 
to  draw  a  line  of  separation  between  that 
body  who  wished  only  for  inoderate  re* 
forms,  and  the  other  body  who*wished  for 
no  reforms  at  all,  but  for  the  subversion  of 
the  constitution.  By  opposing  the  rea- 
sonable wishes  and  expectations  of  the 
moderate,  they  might  be  driven  into  an 
alliance  with  thedesperate  and  the  violent, 
whose  wish  was  not  so  much  to  reform  as 
to  destroy.  It  would  be  a  dangerous  opi* 
nion  indeed  to  go  abroad,  that  no  sort  of 
reform  was  to  be  expected  from  that 
House,  constituted  as  it  was  at  present ; 
moderate  men  knew  and  felt  that  they 
had  grievances  which  ought  to  be  redressed. 
As  to  the  others,  he  believed  noiKing- 
would  be  so  disagreeable  to  them,*  as  the 
House  adoptinff  any  reforms.  What  had 
been  their  conduct  for  »ome  months  past  ? 
an  unceasing  endeavour  to  degrade  and 
vilify  the  House.  This  system  would  be 
defeated,  if  the  House  were  really  to  adopt 
wholesome  and  rational  but  temperate 
measures  of  reform. 

Having  made  those  observations  by  way 
of  preface,  it  would  be  necessary  for  hiul 
to  state  in  some  detail,  the  ideas  he  enter> 
tained  with  respect  to  the  resolution  which 
was  proposed.  He  never  did  consider  the 
abolition  of  sinecures  as  a  thing  desirable 
principally  on  the  ground  of  economy  and 
the  absolute  saving  which  would  resuK 
from  it.  It  was  not  in  this  light,  that  he 
had  ever  represented  it,  for  he  knew  full 
well  that  it  was  only  in  the  great  establish* 
ments  of  4  he  country  that  great  retrench** 
ments  and  material  must  be  looked  for.  He 
hoped  that  by  the  beginning  of  ihe  neirt 
session,  great  savings  would  be  mide  in 
those  points.  The  House  was  aware  that 
his  plan  was  to  give  pensions  to  those,  who 
had  filled  for  a  length  of  time  high  and 
eficieiit  oOcee  of  the  8iaie»  and  he  wooM 


•  * 
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make  the  f^iod  to  be  appropriated  for  re* 
warding  merit  of  this  kind,  equal  to  the 
produce  ot'  sinecures  at  any  year  in  his 
Majesty's  reign.    He  conceived  that  the 
influence  of  ihe  crown  had  very  much  in- 
creased of  late  years,  and  that  the  increase 
of  private  wealth  by  po  means  balanced 
that  increase.    Besides  our  great  naval, 
and  military  establishments,  the  perpetual 
increase  of  ta^es  required  a  perpetual  in- 
crease of  revenue  oificers  and  i  of  places. 
He   did  not  mention    this    circumstance 
from  any  wish  to  diminish  the  proper  in- 
fluence  of    the  crown,   but  merely    as 
an  answer  to  those  who  defended   idne* 
cures  as  necessary   to    support  the    in- 
fluence of  the  crown.    The  fund  that  he 
would  wish  to  provide  for  the  reward  of 
services  instead  of  the  sinecure  places,  he 
would  wish  to  be  left  at  the  disposal  of  his 
Majesty.     The  King  should  be  the  foun- 
tain not  only  of  honour  but  of  reward  ;  and 
he  should  not  wish  that  power  to  be  trusted 
to  the  House  of  Commons,  as  he  thought 
it  would  be  subversive  of  the  first  princi- 
ples of  the  constitution.     He  would  be  also 
afraid  to  trust  ihe  remuneration  of  such 
services  to  the  House  of  Commons,  as  he 
should  be  much  afiaid  of  that  excessive 
liberality  which  they  are  apt  to  display  to 
individuals.     He  thought  it  was  most  evi- 
dent, that  the  services  of  the  nature  be 
had  alluded  to,  must  be  rewarded  in  some 
way  or  other.  If  there  was  no  reward  to  be 
given,  men  of  the  first  talents  in  the  country 
might    be    driven  from    the   pursuit   of 
places,  and  the  country  might  lose  much 
ibr  the  want  of  the  benefit  of  their  abili- 
ties in  its  service.    It  was  perfectly  noto- 
rious, that  there  were  men  eminently  qua- 
lified to  serve  their  country  in  high  offices, 
who  yet  had  not  inherited  sreat  posses- 
sions, and  could  not  devote  toeir  time  to 
the  public  service  without  a  recompence. 
He  could  not  avoid  applauding  the  ho- 
nourable feeling  and  disinterested  spirit 
which   induced  some  gentlemen  on  the 
Other  side  of  the  House  (the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  and  Mr.  Yorke)  to  relin- 
quish  emoluments   to  which  they  were 
justly  entitled  from  the  offices  they  held, 
and  he  should  be  glad  to  find  a  similar  li- 
berality of  feeling  on  their  part,  with  re- 
spect to  the  general  question  now  in  dis- 
cussion.    With  respect  to  sinecure  places, 
it  could  never  be  in  the  view  of  any  ra- 
tional government,  that  persons  should  re* 
ceive  salaries  for  offices,  in  which  they 
had  no  duty  to  perform  ;    and,  the  aboU- 
tioa  of  such  offico^  would  raiber  (trengAeD 


the  ha&4s  of  the  crown,  than  vreakew 
them.     He  believed  it  was  the  opinion  of 
/the  sound  part  of  >  the  country,  that  they 
ought  to  be  abolished.    They  were  now 
drawing  towards  the  close  of  the  session, 
and  he  entreated  the  House  to  endeavour, 
by  acquiescing  in  this  resolution,  to  pre- 
nerve  their  character.     It  was  tme,  they 
had  been  able  to  abstain  from  burdening 
the    people  with    any  additional  taxes, 
which  he  allowed  was  a  comfortable  re- 
*  flection,  but  still  he  feared  they  could  not 
go  on  with  that  vigour  in  retrMichmeoC 
which  could  ei&ct  any  particular  or  es- 
sential service,  a  retrenchment  which  was 
at  once  so  necessary  and   so -ana  ions  ly 
looked  for  by  the  sober  and  thinking  part 
of  the  public.     He  would  have  the  House 
do  something  like  an  act  of  grace  by  ac- 
ceding to  what  was  so  ardently  expected. 
Let  us,  (said  he)*  see  whether  sinecures 
ought  to  exist,  whether  they  have  a  foot 
to  stand  on,  and,  if  they  have  not,  let  m 
immediately  abolish  them;    and  let  oa 
not,  by  refusing  so  to  do,  aid  the  cause  of 
those,  who  under  the  name  of  reform,  seek 
for  revolution.— «The  hon.  gent,  concluded 
by  moving  his  amended  resolution  ;    vis. 
"  That  for  this  purpose,  in  addition  to 
the  useful  and  eflective  measures  already 
taken  by  parliament  for  the  abolition  and 
regalatipn  of  various  sinecure  offices,  and 
omces  executed  by  deputy,  it  is  expe- 
dient, after  providing  other  and  sufficient 
means  for  enabling  his  Majesty  duly  to 
recompence  the  faithful  discharge  of  high 
and  eflective  civil  offices,  to  abolish  all  o& 
fices  which  have  revenue  without  employ- 
ment, and  to  regulate  all  offices  which 
have  revenue  extremely  disproportioDate 
to  employment,  excepting  only  such  as 
are  connected  with  the  personal  aerrice 
of  his  ]\(Iajesty,  or  of  his  royal  family,  re- 
gard being  had  to  the  existing  interests 
in  anv  offices  so  to  be.abolished  or  regn* 
lated.''* 

Lord  MiiioA  was  always  willing,  if  he 
could  not  get  what  he  desired,  to  take 
what  he  could  get,  and  therefore  he 
would  support  the  amendment,  although 
he  should  rather  wish  to  have  the  two 
questions  separated  as  to  the  abolition  of 
sinecures  and  the  proposed  indemnity. 
Sinecures  he  had  long  considered  as  the 
disgrace  of  our  system,  and  as  materially 
injurious,  not  only  to  the  interest  of  our 
ancient  constitution,  but  peculiarly  so  to 
the  character  of  that  Hoaae*  .  It  was  ab« 
surd  to  maintain^  notwithstanding  all  that 
had  baan  wnttea  and  nid  with  that  tiewt 


PARL  DEBATES,  Jvm  u  l9lil.^E3feditiM  to  the  SekUt.^ 


[7» 


that  the  inibence  of  ifae  crown  had  act  i 
noal  materially  increased  of  late  yeava,  or 
ibai  tbis  iaflocnce,  which  it  waa  to  desira- 
ble to  reduce,  was  not  greatly  augmented 
by  the  exisience  of  sinecores.*- After 
warmly  vindicating  the. conduct  and  cha- 
racter of  Mr.  Burke,  the  noble  lord  ad- 
verted te  the  alledged  economy  of  the 
propoaed  subsUtnte  for  sinecures.  That, 
be  observed,  most  depend  upon  the  pro- 
portion which  the  substituie  bore  to  the 
present  amount  of  the  sinecures.  He 
wss,  however,  free  to  own,  that  he  was 
not  sanguine  in  expecting  much  in  point 
of  economy  ;  but  he  was  anxious,  upon 
othet- public-  grounds  and  considerations, 
that  sinecures  should  be  done  away. 

Mr.  Batimru  conceived  that  gentlemen 
seemed   anxious  to  get  rid  of  sinecures 
without  any  object  of  practical  utility  in 
view.    From  the  nature  of  the  prtiposed 
substitute  for  those  sinecures  no  saving 
was    loohed    for,   and  when  gentlemen 
talked  of  their  eagerness  to  do  away  a 
mere  name,  because  it  might  be  some- 
what obnoxious,  were  they  sure,  or  had 
they  any  reason  to' calculate  that  their  ia- 
voorite  substitute  woohi  not  very  soon 
become  equally.mipopular }    It  appeared 
to  him,  indeed,  that  the  substitute  was 
likely,  to  become  more  unpopular,  be- 
cause it  held  out  to  the  public  the  sem- 
blance of  a  desire  to  remove  a  burden 
while  it  only  got  rid  of  a  name ;  because, 
in  fact,  it  involved  an  attempt  at  delusion. 
Mr.  U*  Tkorn$(M  spoke  in  favour  oi  the 
amendment.    He  denied  that  the  passage 
cited  from  Mr.  Burke  in  favour  of  some 
sinecures,  was  an  authority  in  fisvour  of 
all  sinecures.     He  commented  on  the  vhp 
rious  causes  concurring  in  producing  the 
jealousies  of  the  people.     A  nation  of 
manufacturers  could  bever  be  as  contented 
as  a  nation  of  agriculturisu ;    besides, 
there  was  so  great  an  increase  of  popula- 
tion,  and  such  a  course  of  politics  had 
taken  place,  as  brought  home  that  subject 
to  every  man's  feelings,  and  of  course  ex- 
tended knowledge,  facilitated  the  commd- 
nication  of  that  species  of  knowledge  was 
by  the  periodical  press. 

Mr.  Macdcnald  said  be  looked  on  this 
measure  as  the  first  fruits  of  that  commit- 
tee  from  which  so  much  had  been  and 
was  still  expected.  The  bon.  gent.  (Mr* 
Bankes)  had  greatly  exerted  himself  to 
obtain  the  abolition  of  ■  sinecures,  and 
when  the  Hoese  considered  how  be  had 
been  thwarted  by  his  Majesty's  ministers, 
sit  every  peint  and  tora^  hia  pene? enmce 


had  been  siieh  as  to  deserve  the  tbat)ks  of 
that  House  end  of  the  country.  He  hopeil 
this  extraordinary  seskton  would  not  be 
suffered  to  close  without  shewing  the 
people  that  the  House  bad' some  inclina- 
tion to  pay  attention  «o  retrenchment  and 
economy. 

Mr.  W.  7a)r^  spoke  in  favour  of  the 
amendment. 

^t^WiUttifofte  said  he  did  not  rise  U^  , 
go  at  all  into  the  argument,  and  should 
content  himself  with  simply  stating  it  as 
his  opinion,  that  at  all  times,  and  espe* 
cially  at  present,  it  would  be  true  wisdom, 
and  was  a  part' of  their  public  duty;  to  re« 
move  as  far  as  could  be  done  all  grounds 
for  distrust  of  that  House  on  the  part  of 
the  people.  It  was  true  patriotism  to 
shew  to  the  people  of  England  that  that 
House  was  most  anxious  at  all  times  to 
stand  well  in  their  good  opinion.  He 
would  not  now  argue  the  question,  but  it 
was  not  easy  to  suppose  those  persons  se- 
rious who  spoke  of  pensions  proving  aa 
unpopular  as  the  abolished  sinecures. 
Sinecures  were  most  unpopular — pensiohs 
were  in  many  insUnces  popular  and  jus- 
tifiable. He  could  never,  therefore,  agree, 
that  when  money  was  to  be  demanded  at 
all  events  from  the  nation,  it  made  no  dif« 
ference  to  their  unfeelings,  whether  it  was 
paid  for  real  services  or  given  to  la:^y  and 
luxurious  sinecorists. 

Mr.  Lang  shortly  replied.  He  ssid  that 
there  was  no  proof  that  sinecures  were 
unpopular,  but  the  opinions  of  those  ho« 
nourable  gentlemen  who  stated  that  they 
were  so,  and  asked  if  they  were  prepared 
to  say,  that  substituted  pensions  would  not 
be  as  unpopular  as  sinecures  were  alleged 
to  be  ?  The  gallery  was  cleared  for  a 
division,  when  the  numbers  were 

For  the  Amendment '  105 

Against  it 95 

Majority — 10 

On  our  re-admission,  Mr.  Bankes  was 
moving  the  third  Resolution.  The  gallery 
was  then  cleared,  and  the  motion  carried 
Ayes,  III ;  Noes,  100;  Majority  II. 

The  rest  of  the  Resolutions  were  then 
carried. 


HOUSE  or  Loans. 
Friday,  June  1. 


[ExpmmoN  TO  trb  ScnfcLor.]  Earl 
Dmky  ro$e  to  move  for  certain  papeia 
ftom  which  might  be  collected  the  pt «- 
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«ent  state  and  coadition  of  the  troops 
ivhicb  had  been  employed  in  the  Expe- 
dition to  the  Scheldt.     He  lamented  that 
circumstances  had  occurred  to  divert  the 
attention  and  the  indignation  of  the  coun- 
try from  the,  authors  of  that  most  dis- 
astrous and  disgraceful  Expedition.    As 
far,  bot>rever,  as  depended  upon  him,  he 
should  endeavour  to  keep  alive  the  recol- 
lection of  such  acts  of  criminal  follyf  and 
to  cherish  the  just  resentment  with  which 
they  should  be  visited.    It  was  matter  of 
surprise  and  of  sorrow  to  him»  that  the 
nation  should  relax  in  the  manifestation  of 
its  heavy  displeasure,  ai  the  conduct  of 
men  who  had  so  wantonly  and  wickedly 
sacrificed  the  most  numerous,  and  best 
appointed  army  that  ever  had  sailed  from 
the  shores  of  this  country.    If  the  papers 
be  should  move  for  should  be  laid  on  the 
table,  their  lordships  and  the  public  would 
then  see  what  now  remained  of  that  brave 
and    gallant   army ;     and    they    would 
thereby  necessarily  be  compelled  to  t^rn 
it  seriously  in  their  miods,  whether  the 
men,  who  had  thus  squandered  away  aod 
inglorioosly  sacrificed  such  a  chosen  band 
of  British  troops,  should  again  have  it  in 
their  power  to  inflict  a  loss  so  severe,  and 
shame- so  indelible,  on  the  British  arms 
and  nation.     Perhaps  not  a  man  who  had 
been  infected  with  the  Walcheren  fever 
would  ever  be  perfectly  restored  to  the 
enjoyment  of  health,  or  to  the  service  of 
his  country.    As  lome  of  the  papers  he 
intended  to  move  for  were  already  on  the 
table,  he  should  not  press  the  motion 
that  related  to  information  already  t)efbre 
the  House  ;  at  least  he  should  not  think  it 
necessary  to  ground  any  motion  on  them. 
He  should,  however,  urge  the  production 
of  further  information,  and  to  a  later  pe- 
riod, in  order  to  ascertain  what  Was  the 
real  state  of  those  troops ;  how  many  had 
been  infected — how  many  had  recovered 
—and  how,  many  of  them  were  now  fit 
for  actual  service.     The  noble  lord  con- 
cluded with  moving  for  different  papers, 
with  a  view  to  ascertain  these  points. 

The  Earl  of  LivcKpool  thought  from  the 
aTowal  of  the  <  noble  lord  who  made  the 
motion,  that  he  did  not  intend  to  follow  it 
up  with  any  practical  measure,  and  that 
consequently  he  had  a  sufficient  parlia- 
mentary ground  for  opposing  the  motion. 
But  his  opposition  to  the  production^  of 
•omo  of  the  papers  should  not  rest  solely 
vpon  that  ground.  He  should  even  ac- 
cede to  some  of  the  noble  lord's  motions, 
ii  tbey  called  feir  icarcaly  any  inforUMi' 


I,  IB10.—Ga$  and  Coi^  Bm. 

tion  which  was  not  already  before  the 
House*      To    the    production    of    tbese 
papers,  which  would  go  to  publish  to  the 
world  the  condition  of  particular  regi- 
ments,  aod  how  far  they  were  fit  or  not 
for  actual  service,  he  should  certainly  ob- 
ject, and  that  for  reasons  which  it  was,  no 
doubt,  unnecessary  for  him  to  explain,  as 
it  must  be  obvious  to  every  one  how  im- 
politic it  would  be  to  give  such  inTorma- 
tion  to  the  enemy.    As  to  the  general  ob- 
servations with  which  the  noble  lord  bad 
accompanied  his  motion,  he  should   not 
detain  their  lordships  with  commemiog 
upon  them,  as  they  had  already  been  re- 
peatedly, and  in  his  mind,  satisfactorily 
answered. »- After  a  short  conversation^ 
two  of  the  motions  were  negatived,  and 
the  other  two  agreed  to. 

[Gas  khd  CoRb  Bill.]     Lord  SktJifH 
in  moving  the  third  reading  of  the  Gas 
Light  Bill,  said  it  had  been  the  wish  and 
the  endeavour  of  the  Committee  to  which 
the  Gas  and  Coke  Bill  was  referred,  to  ob- 
viate the  objections  to  it    The  most  dili- 
gent search  had  been  made  for  objections, 
and  he  understood  most,  if  not  all,  had 
been  removed,  unless  those  to  the  clause 
which  rendered  the  subscribers  separately 
not  answerable,  except  to  the  amount  of 
their  stock  or  subscription,  and  this  clause 
could  not  be  given  up  without  altogether 
sacrificing   the    main  object  of  the  bill. 
He  ot>served  that  great  undertakings  can- 
not be  promoted  and  established  by  indi- 
viduals, and  that  therefore   it  had  been 
generally  found  expedient  to  form  com- 
panies for  carrying  on  several  branches  of 
trade,  and  undertakings  which  required  a 
large  capital,  and  a  steady  perseveranca 
not  dependant  on  the  exertions  or  life  of 
an  individual.— England  owed  much  of 
her  prosperity  to  such  companies.      In- 
corporated companies  were  the  parents  of 
almost  every  branch  of  our  foreign  com- 
merce;   and  to  encourage    them  great 
privileges  were  grantedi  and  for  a  long 
term  of  years  they  enjoyed'  monopolies 
and  exclusive  rights,  and  other  advan- 
tages, which,  when  the  country  became 
rich  and  more  commercial,  were  found  to 
be  not  only  unnecessary,  but  prejudicial^ 
checking  enterprise  ana  preventing  com* 
petition.— -The  petitioners  for  this  bill  de- 
sired none  of  the  privileges  that  were  o|>* 
jected  to  in  the  olu  charters ;  4hey  desired 
no  monopoly   or  -  exclusive   rights,  and 
were  satisfied  to  be  limited  to  the  term  of 
21  years.     As  to  the  suggestions  which 
had  been  thrown  ool»  in  wect  conli«dic«^ 
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gas.  After  some  observations  from  tbe 
eari  of  Lauderdale  and  lord  Redesdale^ 
the  bill  was  read  a  tiiird  time  and  passed. 


tion  to  the  plain  mining  of  the. bill,  that 
if  not  expressly  it  would  Tirtaally  give  a 
monopoly  and  exclusive  rigKts — that  its 
provisions  were  obligatory  on  the  publit 
•—they  were  too  refined  or  sublime  for 
bis   cooiprehensiom  -^  Unleils    the  sub- 
scribers, who  were  very  numerous,  and  of 
course  could  have  little  to  do  with  the 
conduct  of   the  business,  were  exempt 
from  tbe  operation  of  the  bankrupt  laws 
aB  is  usual  in  such  cases,  the  undertaking 
must  entirely  fall  to  the  gronnd.^— Nothing 
wa^  desired  but  what  had  usually  and  lately 
been  granted  to  companies  of  the  same 
nature,  viz.  insurance  companies,  naviga- 
ble  canal  companies,  companies  for  the 
supply  of  large  towns  with  water,  to  the 
Flower  company,  tothe  Whitsiable  fishery, 
to  the  Northumberland  fishery,  and  the 
tame  as   was  granted  to  the  Highgate 
archway  company,  on  the  very  day  the 
objection  to  this  clause  was  first  stated.— 
He  was  in  no  shape  nor  in  any  degree 
personally  interested  in  thi^  bill ;   he  ^^as 
requested  to  attend  to  it  by  some  friends, 
which  having  done,  and  having  carefully 
examined  the  evidence  and  several  state- 
ments respecting  it,  he   was   convinced 
that  great  public  benefit  might  be  derived 
if  the  undertaking  succeed^. — It  was  not 
merely  gas  light  which  would  be  obtained, 
and  much  money  saved  now  paid  to  fo- 
reigners for  tallow  and  oil,  but  several 
other  articles  of,  perhaps,  still  more  im* 
portance,  such  as  coke,  tar,  pitch,  asphal- 
tum,  ammoniacalliquor,  and  essential  oil, 
for  which  we  were  ii^a  great  measure  de- 
pendant upon  other  countries;    and  all 
these  were  to  be  obtained  from  coal^  an 
article  which  this  country  possesses  in  an 
eminent  degree;    and  which  would  not 
be  wasted  in  the  operation,  but  continue 
^od  fuel,  and  for  many  purposes  in  au 
miproved  state  ;    and  most  of  them  may 
be  procured  from  slack  or  refuse  coal, 
which  now  lies  tiseless  in  vast  heaps,  and 
is  considered  of  no  value. 

Earl  Stanhope  mentioned  the  pernicious 
effects  of  the  gas,  when  experiments  on  it 
were  tried  at  the  Lyceum,  four  or  five 
years  ago,  and  the  danger  which  might 
arise  in  the  metropolis,  if  this  mode  of 
lighting  was  resorted  to,  from  a  whole 
district  being  suddenly  left  in  darkness 
through  an  accident  happening  to  one  of 
the  main  tubes. 

The  Duke  of  Athol  defended  the  bill, 
and  the  marquis  of  Lansdown  observed, 
that  a  great  improvement  bad  taken  place 
b  the  expefimeiiti  lately  niMie  with  the 
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[ComiiTTEC  OF  Supply.  1  The  House 
having  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
Supply,  to  which  the  report  of  the  com- 
missioners for  the  redemption  of  the  land 
tax,  and  the  accounts  relative  to  queen 
Anne's  bounty  were  referred. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
moved,  That  a  sum  not  exceeding  12,000/. 
be  paid  to  lords Olenbervie  Snd  Auckland, 
for  their  services  as  commissioners  of  the 
land  tax,  from  the  year  1799,  op  to  the 
present  period. 

Mr.  Cakrqfi  said,  that,  without  pronounc- 
ing any  opinion  upon  the  particular  services 
of  these  two  noble  lords,  in  their  capacity 
as  commissioners  of  the  land  tax,  he  still 
was  of  opinion,  that,  as  they  both  received 
large  pensions,  and  particularly  as  lord 
Glenbervie  held  the  office  of  surveyor- 
general  of  woods  and  forests,  the  country 
had  some  claim  to  their  se.rvices  in  the  of- 
fice irtluded  to,  without  being  obliged  to 
grant  them  such  specific  remuneration  a« 
was  now  sought  by  the  proposed  resolu- 
tion of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 

The  Ckanceilor  vf  ike  Exchequer  did  not 
conceive,  that  merely  because  persons 
enjoyed  pensions  for  th^ir  former  poblie 
services,  therefore  the  countr)'  had  aright 
to  their  future  labours  for  such  a  space  of 
time  as  ten  years,  without  being  bound  to 
render  some  remuneration  for  their  trouble 
and  responsibility.  They  had  already 
sat  and  performed  the  arduous  duties  of 
commissioners,  without  having  received 
hitherto  any  remuneration.  As  their  la- 
bours were  likely  to  be  brought  to  a  close 
in  another  year,  the  Committee  would,  he 
trusted,  see  the  propriety  of  acceding  to 
bis  proposition.  It  was  an  additional  re« 
commendation  with  him  to  bring  forward 
the  present  proposition,  understandings 
that  it  was  the  intention  of  .the  last  admi- 
nistration to  have  submitted  a  similar  one^ 
to  the  consideration  of  that  House.  He 
begged  to  be  understood  as  adverting  to 
that  point  with  no  other  view  but  this, 
that  he  felt  more  strongly  the  propriety  of 
making  a  proposition,  which  was  also  sap* 
ported  by  their  authority. 

Mr.  Orevey  admitted  the  very  great  po/ 
litical  services  of  lord  Auckland,  but  he 
coald  not  Tecogniae   the  claims  of  lord 
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Glenberyie,  to  enjoy  at  the  aame^titne  both 
pension  and  remuneration. 

.Sir  /•  Ansirtuher  took  a  view  of  tbe  first 
appointment  of  these  noble  lords^  when 
the  extent  of  the  duty  wad  not  under- 
stood. It  became  very  laborious;  and  he 
believed  the  country  was  much  benefited 
by  their  able  and  arduous  exertions.  He 
contended  that  both  the  noble  lords  had  a 
fiill  claim  from  past  services  to  their  pen- 
sions, and  therel'ore  he  could  not  accede 
to  the  objection,  that  having  pensions  for 
former  services,  they  were  not  to  be  re- 
munerated for  future  trouble. 

MV'  Cdkrqft  had  no  notice  whatever  of 
such  a  proposition  until  it  was  actually 
moved  in  'the  committee.  From  what 
had  passed,  he  did  not  regret  the  opposi- 
tion he  made  to  it;  its  principle  was 
.ivholly  unjustifiable,  and  likely  to  be  per- 
verted to  very  pernicious  purposes.  It 
went  ^to  establish  new  olfices,  to  which 
emoluQient  was  attached,  without  the  con- 
sent of  that  house,  and  in  some  cases,  in 
•a  manner  wholly  evading  direct  and  po- 
sitive statutes.  For  instance,  lord  Glen- 
bervie  might  be,  as  he  believed  he  was,  a 
member  of  that  House  in  1799 — he  was 
then  appointed  to  a  duty  from  which  no 
emolument  was  known  to  accrue^  but  new 
after  ten  years  a  remuneration  of  6,000i. 
was  required  for  him,  amounting  to  a 
salary  of  600/.  a  year.  If  such  a  salary 
was  in  contemplation  at  the  time  of  the 
appointment,  the  House  would  have  more 
duly  considered,  before  it  voted  such 
grants;  at  all  events,  that  noble  lord  would 
have  been  obliged,  on  accepting  the  office, 
to  have  vacated  his  seat.  By  the  present 
proposal  of  remonerrtion  therefore  for 
past  services,  new  offices  were  created, 
and  a  positive  statute  evaded.  With  re- 
spect to  the  merits^  of  the  noble  lords,  how- 
ever there  was  a  marked  distinction.  Lord 
Auckland  had  discharged  great  public 
duties  in  a  most  exemplary  manner,  for 
which  the  country  was  highly  grateful, 
whilst,  though  much  was  beard  of  great 
remunerations  to  Lord  Glenbervie,  very 
little  was  known  of  his  public  merits. — 
The  House  ought  to  pause  before  it  Ac- 
ceded to  these  demands  made  every  ses- 
sion* of  parliament,  for  increasing  the  sala- 
ries of  civil  officers,  at  the  time  that  it  felt 
itself  wholly  unable  to  add  to  the  scanty 
subsistence  of  its  meritorious  military  and 
naval  officers.  It  should  hot  heighten  the 
grievances  of  the  latter  by  favouring  others, 
when  it  was  unable  to  help  them.  He 
hoped  therefore  that. the  right  hon.  the 


Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  would  have* 
qp  objection  to  let  the  resolutien  stand 
over  until  the  next  committee  of  8upp4y- 
•  Tbe  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  ttion|c;-bt 
the  resolution  might  then  pays,  and  that 
the  discussion  could  take  place  on  the 
report,  which  might  be  deferred  ontil 
Tuesday  next. 

After  a  desultory  cpnversatioii  it  vras  at 
length  agreed  that  the  reaoluttoa  itself 
should  be  postponed  until  the .  next  Com- 
mittee of  Supply  on  Wednesday  next* 

The   CkmccUoT  qf  the  Exchequer,    then 
moved,  that  a  sum  not  exceeding  lOO^OOOl. 
be  granted  without  deduction  to  the  go- 
vernors of  Queen  Anne's  bounty,  to  be 
applied   by   them  for  the  relief  of    tbe 
poorer  clergy.      In  bringing  forward  this 
resolution  he  felt  he   had  no  apology  to 
make,  but  for  the  period  of  the  session  ai 
which  he  submitted  it  to  the  consideration 
of  parliament.    The  delay  arose  altoge* 
ther  from  a  wish  on  his  part, to  obtain  all 
the  information  he  could  upon  the  subject, 
before  he  should  submit  any  proposition 
to  the  House  respecting  it.     He  was  now 
in  pos&ession  of  the  report  of  the  gover- 
nors of  Queen  Anne's  charity,  respecting 
the  disposition  of  the   sum  granted  last 
year  by  parliament,  and  upon  that  he  felt 
fully  warranted   in  proposing  a  similar 
grant  in  the  present  session.     The  right 
hon.  gent,  then  detailed  to  the  committee, 
the  steps  taken  by   these   gentlemen  in 
the  distribution  of  last  year's  grant,  by 
aflbrding  relief  in  the  first    instance  to 
the  incumbents  of  livings  under  50L  im- 
proved value,  then  under  60/.  and  so  in 
succession.     He  was  sure  it  would  be  the 
wish  of  the  Committee  that  tho^e  who  bad 
the  cure  of  souls,  should  have  a  competent 
provision.     It  was  desirable  before  any 
final  arrangement  should  be  proposed,  to 
have  a  number  of  accurate  and  authentic 
returns,  as  well  with  respect  to  the  exact 
stipends,  as  to  the  state  of  resideuce,  the 
population,  the  proportion  of  the  popula- 
tion to  the  revenue,  and  the  number  of 
livings  in   each  class,  under    50L    60/. 
100/.  and   150/.  improved  value.    There 
was  much  difficulty  in  ascertaining  exactly 
all     these    particulars,    respecting  each 
parish,  but  it  appeared  from  some  of  the 
returns,  which  had  been  procured,  that,  in 
soQie  parishes,  particularly  in  the  populous 
towns  of  Manchester,  Sheffield,  Birming- 
ham, Coventry,  the  population  was  out  of 
all  proportion  to  the  revenue,  not^a mount- 
ing to  more  than  Sd.  per  head.  Butthe  most 
important  of  the  objectSi  which  he  looked 
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for  from  proWdtog  for  the  poorer  defgy, 
was  that  it  would  promote  the  retidence 
of  Che  clergy,  an  object  which  he  feared 
woold  not  be  acconpliihed  by  the  act  of 
last  session,  without  the  adoption  of  other 
ac^cessary  measores.  The  total  number  of 
benefices,  in  England,  was  11,731,  and 
•ut  of  these  4,412  bad  resident  clei^y- 
men,  and  in  the  remainder  being  between 
aix  and  seven  thousand,  or  nearly  two- 
thirds  of  the  whole,  the  clergymen  did  not 
reside*  Of  those,  however,  who  Were 
returned  non-resident,  several  we're  strict- 
Xw  resident  either  in  their  own  or  their 
friend's  houses,  thought  not  legally  resi* 
dent  in  parsonage  honses;  and  many, 
others  who  performed  the  duties  were  re* 
sident  in  aajoining  parishes.  Upon  the 
whole,  however,  it  was  clear  that  non-re- 
sidence prevailed  in  above  a  moiety  of 
the  vrhole  number  of  benefices.  This 
was  a  state  of  things  which  the  Commit- 
tee would'  agree  with  him,  ought  if  pos* 
aible  to  be  corrected;  but  it  would  be 
matter  fior  future  consideration,  whether 
the  remedy  should  be  sought  in  the  en- 
forcement of  Atrict  residence,  or  in  the 
adoption  of  some  new  regulation,  as  to 
pluralities ;  and  as  to  distance  at  which 
residence  shall  be  legal.  When  the  Com- 
mittee considered  the  benefits  that  had 
resulted  from  the  application  of  Queen 
Anne's  bounty  and  of  the  jmnt  of  last 
session,  he  was  penaaded,  that  it  wooht 
cheerfoUv  acceae  to  hit  motion.  On  the 
question  neing  put, 

Mr.  Tien^  expressed  strong  doubta 
with  respect  to  the  propriety  of  this  grant. 
The  higher  clergy,  he  said,  had  received 
all  the  advantage  of  the  increased  value 
of  the  first  fruiu  and  tenths,  and  he  saw 
Qo  reason  why  they  should  not  be  called 
on  to  contribute  to  the  improvement  of 
the  inferior  livings.  The  present  session 
was  too  far  advanced  to  enter  into  aiur  ex- 
tended «fnquiry  or  arrangement  of  this 
kind  ;  but  he  would  recommend  it  to  mi- 
nisters to  arrange  some  plan  during  the 
recess,  thai  might  provide  for  the  better 
payment  of  the  poorer  clergy,  without 
imposing  any  additional  burdens  on  the 
people.  He  thought  such  i^  measure 
would  at  present  be  obnoxious,  a^  the 
taxes  were  already  too  much  increased. 
The  pay  of  the  army  and  navy  remained 
nnini^reased,  and  he  had  no  doubt  that  it 
would  be  very  unpalatable  to  the  people 
to  have  additional  burthens  imposed  on 
tbem  on  the  ground  of  providing  for  the 
alergy,  when  it  was  considered  that  the 
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higher  orders  of  that  body  were  so  well 
paid,  and  in  a  situation  so  well  able^  U> 
afibrd  an  increase  of  livings  to  their  in- 
feriors. 

Mr.  W.  Sndih  thought  the  object  a  very 
proper  on? ;  but  mentioned,  that  in  the 
county  in  vrhich  he  lived,  some  of  the 
clergy  had  talked  of  collecting  tythes  in 
such  a  'Way,  as  to  make  them  a  fourth  or 
fifth  of  the  rents  of  the  kingdom.  Ho 
hardly  thought  a  time  when  such  doc- 
trines were  maintained  a  proper  ooe  to 
load  the  country  with  this  burthen,  when 
it  might  be  borne  by  the  church  revenue. 

Sir  J,  Newp9ri  was  of  opinion,  thatet 
would  have  been  but  handsome  in  the 
higher  clergy  themselves  to  have.como 
forward  in  aid  of  their  poorer  brethren* 
If  the  first  fruits  and  tentOs  had  been  in 
the  hands  of  the  crown  at  this  time,  they 
would  have  been  amply  sufficient  for  tbia 
purpose ;  and  even  if  there  were  a  legal 
difficulty  as  to  the  construction  of  tho 
act  of  Anne,  ther  higher  ^lergy  might 
perhaps  have  Hoen  expected  to  make  a 
voluntary  ^ant  (or  thereltef  of  the  poorer 
olass  of  their  own  body. 

The  OumceUar  qfiAe  ExcheM$er  thoeght 
the  act  clear  agauist  any  ciaim  on  the 
church  property.  And  it  would  be  iii« 
jurious  to  disturb  tha^  law  now,  as  even  a 
great  many  of  the  lihr  impropriators  had 
purchased  upon' the  puth  of  it.  He  dkl 
not  consider  the  House  as  pledged  to  con* 
tinue  thismnt;  but  he  thought  it  oughi 
to  be  continued. 

Lord  ilfitoi  concurred  hi  the  object^ 
but  rather  thoi^ht  there  might  be  a  dis« 
positjoii  of  church  property  applicable  to 
It  He  complained  of  the  little  ae^omo- 
dation  in  churches  in  great  towns  for  the 
poor,  to  which'  he  ascribed  in  a  great 
measure  the  alarming  increase  of  meeting^ 
houses  and  sects* 

Mr.  C  W,  Wym  was  for  a  new  valna« 
tion  of  benefices  for  the  increase  of  the 
first  fruits  and  tenths,  or  a  tax,  instead  of 
thb,  fhould  be  imposed  oa  the  higher 
clergy.  They  all  agreed  that  the  inferior 
livings  ought  lo  be  raised,  the  difference 
was  only  as  to  means.  The  want  of 
churches  called  more  loudly  than  any 
thinff  else  for  parliamentary  interi^rence. 
He  did  not  think  they  really  made  use  of 
the  means  they  had.  The  cathedral  of 
St.  Paul's  was  almost  unoccupied.  The 
aisles  miffht  be  converted  into  places  of 
worship  for  the  lower  dassea  of  the  peo« 
pie,  without  defying  in  any  depoe  it« 
degancB, 


^, 
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Mr.  Wittmfohe  w«  gl%d  Una  no  ob- 
j^ctiofl  bad  been  made  to  ihe  ot^ect  it- 
self. The  po^Uc  was  "^etj  maoh  indebt^ 
to  tbe'right  hoD.  gent,  for  tbe  propoution 
h^  had  brought  forward,  when  they  con- 
sidortd  tbe  habits  and  poverty  of  the 
ckngy  and  bow  useful  a  bodyof  niea  they 
were.  It  was  desirable  tbey  should  be 
enabled  to  bring  up  their  families  r^piK> 
t^bly*  with  all  duQ  econemy,  no  doqbt« 
but  so  as  to  enable  theic  sons  to  ^1  up 
their  places  ia  tbe  church,  to  whom  akme 
they  could  look  for  a  valuable  aaccession 
9f  inferior  clergy.  He  lamented  the  want 
ofjchurcbes  and  tbe  want  of  attention  to 
tbe  accommodation  of  the  p^or.  He  was 
desirous  that  churches  should  be  erected 
by  the  public ;  bat  li  n^t,  by  individuals. 
He  did  not'approve  of  tbe  idea  which  bad 
been  thvown  out  that  the  ri^  and  the 
'poor  should  attend  at  difi^rent  boors.  One 
of  the  chief  objects  of  public  worship  was 
to  bring  them  all  together.  Bvm  in 
those  countries  wber^  it  was  reckened 
polhitipia  for  pae  cast  to  mingle  with  aiio* 
ther,  they  all  me^  tpgelber  at  the  temple. 
This  grant  would  iucrease  the  comforts  of 
the  poor  rather  than  detract  £rom  them. 
Ilie  spreading  of  Christianity  waa  the 
way  to  eneonrage  charity.  BeJbre  Chruh 
tjanity  the  naime  was  fmbneiva;  aad 
here  whei>e  Chrjistiaa^y  prevailed  in  the 
purest  shape,  charity  mn^  be  pretilent 
iuahif^degjr^e. 

"^i  CYvcny  contended  in  fitvour  of  a 
new  valuation  of  benefices*  The  chuDch 
gained  hy  e^eiy  impcovemea^  in  Ifae 
countrvs  without  any  risk,  aod  it  wm.  loo 
hard  that  the  |»eople  sliouM  be  called  oft 
to  i^vo-  thom  so  muob  more  froos.  the 
taxe&  Tbe  church.  %ras  already  suffi- 
eiontly  endowed*  and  parliamsot,  he 
oonlttMied,  had*  no  right  to  cwate  a  now 
f\]nd  outr^of  taxation.  Tbe  aat  of  quoea 
Anne>  he  contended*  implied,  that  the 
whole  of  tbe  first  fruits  in  their  improved 
f  alne»  wtese  to  be  applied  to  tliat  hxoA, 

IhttSoHciiot  General  entered  hia  pro«* 
lest  against  this  doctrine,  and  argued  that 
90  doobt  could  be  entertained  on  tbe 
subject  of  the  statute.  He  denied  that 
conformably  to  that  act  a  valuation,  ooold 
be  made,  or  consistently  with  justice  snob 
ameasuneoould  be  resorted  to. 

Mr.  if.  Martin  was  surprised  to.  hear 
the.doctrine  advanced  by  tbe  hon<  gent. 
He  referred  to  the  act  of  queen  lAnne,  and 
the  act  of  the  SOth  of  Henry  8»  By  that 
of.Henry^  S,  the  first  fmits  and  tenths,  that 
had  berore  that  time  gone  to  the  pofM^ 


were  0^piqpriiitid  by  the  crown.-      Ko 
increase  bad  •iocc  taken  place  in  tfae  vm- 
luation,  tboogb  times  had  verymocb  al- 
tered.   It  was  in  the  power  of  the  crown 
at  any  time  to  renew  the  valuatioo,    and 
this  privilege,  along  with  tbe  -fnod  itaelf, 
bad  been  transfenred  by  the  act  of  queen 
Anne  to  improve  the  poorer  livingo  of  tlic 
clergy. ,  IJF  a  new  and  fair  valnaticnm  wmm 
now  matle,  there  would  be  no  ^want  of 
means  to  augment  those  livings  «ritb<HBt 
bordeniftg  the  people.     It  was  evident 
that  the  act  of  queen  Anne  did  not  mesoi 
to  «onfer  a  benefit  on  the  high*  bot  the 
poorer  clergy ;  but  if  no  new  valuatkuia 
were  to  be  admitted*  the  superior  clergy, 
it  was  unquestionable*  wooid  alosie  reap 
the  advantage* 

.  The  Aitam^  Gentnd  supported  tbe  opi* 
aion  of  his  hon.  and  learned  fiaead  (the 
Solicitor  General)  and  coalendod  that 
parliament  had  no  power»  afkr  the  act  of 
queen  Anne,  to  make  any  aew  valaauoa» 
SA  the  amount  by  that  act  was  fixed. 

Mr.  TioftK^,  with  all  doe  defewnce  iar 
so  high  an  authority,  had  still  great  douhio 
on  the  point. 

Mr.  A,  Bamg  tboucht  it  a  very-  serions 
subject,  and  ceoteoded  that  a  proper  dio* 
tribalioo  of  the  chmrch  revenoe  woold 
have  answered  the  porpoee.  He  ascribed 
the  increase  of  sediries  assd  meeting- 
houses  to  the  negligent  or  improper  coo. 
doet  of  sense  m  the  olergy  in  the  greet 
lowm*  Those  in  the  country  who  per- 
formed tbe  greatest  part  of  the  dulgr  were 
Ihe  least  adoqoately  remnn«:atod. 
.  The  BesohHion.  wae  then  pat  and  cai^ 
nied* 

[BauftEV  PafiVXNTioN  Bill.}  Mr.  C 
IT.  ^^^sm»  on  account  of  tkie  urgency  and 
importance  of  the  other  business  whkb  the 
House  eaEpected  to  come  oii,  would  very 
shortly  state  the  nature  of  the  bill  it  was 
his  wish  to  tntrodace.  He  did  not  com- 
plain of  the  existing  laws  not  punisbing 
saffioiently  the  crime  of  bribery  and  cerw 
ruption  in  the  election' of  members  of  par- 
liament, but  what  be  complained  of  was, 
that  too  much  difficulty  existed  in  prov- 
ing them.  Tbe  ol]ject  of  his  bill  would 
betherefofc  to  remedy  this  evil,  and  to 
provide  for  the  indemnification  of  wit* 
nesses,  whom  it  might  be  necessary  to  ex- 
amine; and  also  to  do  away  that  clsose 
which  secured  petitioners  in  election 
cases  from  being  interrogated.—^He  ac* 
oordingly  moved  for  leavo  to  bring  in  a 
bill  to  amend  the  acts  on  the  lobjed  of 
bribeiy  and  cormption. 


ttmk  rwkk  ii  my  iippeftl  to  your  justice^  or 
to  y#»ur  wisAoirir.  Your  Iveftrts  are  bard- 
ened«  yoor  mtbds  infatoated,  aa  ifitiv^rd 
decreed  thai  ythi  were  to  expiate  the 
Crimea  of  your  anceaton,  by  tne  rm  of 
tb^  Empire.  The  popery  lawanverc  in  their 
oonmeticemeiity  tmneceMary  and  imjtial, 
in  ihelr  progreM,  aerere  and  mercileaa-^ia 
tbcir  deration^aiid  td  this  hoar,  oppressivei 
inaiiUing,  imjpelitte.  Tbey  Were  made  in 
vtdlMioo,  «»  solemn  compact  of  the  g*^^, 
charter  of  the.  civil  and  reliffimts  Iiber« 
ttea  of theCtlholica  (the  treaty  of  Limerick,) 
at  diffiwent  periods  of  profound  peace  ;  by 
an  inaelent  flittioo;  oter  a  plofidtred,  isn« 
ofiendingf  people.  The  reasons  assigned 
Amt  eflflcong  tots  miparalleled  cade,  '^  the 
fraitfol  source  ofslill  iticreasing  mischief/' 
wei^e^  prtncipally,  the  temporal  powers  of 
the  pope,  the  uttachment  ef  the  Cailiolici 
to  hiBl,  sind  to  the  Stuarts,  and  the  state  of 
£orope,  which  at  difRsrent  periods  excited 
the  jealousy^  and  alarmed  the  goTcmment 
of  this  coQictry.  On  these  pretences,  the 
Catholks  were  subjected  to  several  new 
pains  and  penalties^  inflicted  at  one  mo- 
Bsentfor  alMged  oflences,  which  tbey 
had  not  committed ;  at  another,  from  aa 
affected  dread  of  possible  mfscondact, 
ftequentl^  from  the  visitingsofa  guilty 
conscience,  hamnted  by  the  fears  of  me- 
rited retaliation,  and  ofken  in  consequence 
of  the  stroggiea,  and  to  promote  the  viaw< 
of  political  factions  contending  for  the 
ministry.  Read  these  statutes.  Look  to 
the  periods  when  they  were  passed.  Jre- 
hmd  perfectly  cpifet — the  Catholic  power- 
less mid  prostrate!  Yet  at  every  relaxation 
of  this  disinberitingy  disqttalifying,  bar- 
barous, and  barbarizing  code,  however 
at  first  insignificant  or  progressitely  im-^ 
portant  the  concession,  the  constant  cry 
on  tiie  part  of  the  intolerant  tras,  that  the 
church  and  state  would  thereby  be  great- 
ly endangerec^  the  coentrv  mined  f  yet 
nelwithstaDding  such  propbecies,  and  af^ 
footed  fears,  tfie  prosperity  of  Ireland  m* 
pidly  advanced  with  the  improved  state  of 
the  Catholics.  Much  of  this  code,  it  ts 
true,  has  been  repealed,  b^  repealed  as 
it  were,  in  order  to  perpetuate  what  re- 
aaain&  The  principle  of  conferring 
civil  ngbtsaftd  poKttcal  libeitv  on  the 
Catholica  as  a  body,  has  been  felly  and  re- 
peatedly admitted  by  the  concessionswhiell 
Mve  lieea  already  granted,  and  whidt 
only  could  have  been  dangerous,  as  tbey 
conferred  inihience  and  consideration  on 
the  Cathelic  popUlatioil,  who  even  by  thQ 
SMst  uncansiu,  cenlcF  iilone  tie  supposed 


Mr.  Jckmume  yftmld  Hot  now  eater  Into 
the  discussion  on  the  merits  of  the  bill ; 
but  he  took  this  early  opportunity  of  pro- 
testing against  its  princtple.  It  proc- 
ceeded  on  no  alleged  case  to  warrant  le- 
gislative interference;  and  nothing  eoutd 
be  more  miKhievous  than  to  legislate 
without  due  cause  on  se  delicate  %  subject 
as  the  repreaentation  m  parliament  atid 
tbo  electioii  of  its  members.—Leave  was 
then  given  to  bring  In  the  bill. 

(Roman  Catholic  Pbtitioii-^Ao- 
sevaNBO  DuBATB.}  On  the  order  of  the 
day  for  resuming  the  adjourned  debate 
apoA  the  petkions  of  the  Roman  CatltoHcs 
of  Irelana, 

Mr.  HuiMum  rose  and  said.  Sir;  It  is  a 
beartlesa  task,  to  address  you  on  an  ex- 
hausted subject ;  the  arguments  in  favour 
of  the  petitioners  have  been  so  often  urged, 
are  so  abundant  and  unanswerable,  the 
objections  so  illiberal  and  unjust,  that  it 
bslcomes  wearisome  to  repeat  demon - 
airat^f  and  uselest  to  notice  that  which 
has  been  so  often  refuted.  But  whatever 
may  be  the  private  conviction  of  gentle- 
men, as  to  the  wisdom  and  necessity  of 
this  measure,  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners 
having  been  again,  and  axmi^  rejected  ;  it 
is  incumbent  on  those  who  are  friends  to 
Catholre  emancipiition,  however  painfbl 
to  tbemselree,  or  embarrassing  to  yttu, 
on<5r  more  to  nrge  the  cause  of  millions. 

It  was  the  opimon  of  a  most  enligbtoied 
akalesman,that  ''BO  other  christian  coontry 
for  so  long  time  mid  wHhout  intentiission, 
had  been  subject  to  such  successive  cala- 
mity, and  insult,  as  Ireland,"  whose  inha- 
bitantSf  had  been  distracted  and  divided 
by  a  contrariety  of  interests  frequently 
and  artfully  fomented,  whose  government 
had  rarely  been  conducted  on  wise  or 
hunest  principles,  its  fuvoura  even  being 
aoconferred  as  to  prechide  gratitude;  fevours 
but  too  efien  accompanied  with  contumely, 
and  seldom  yielded  but  in  the  moment  of 
d«nMrA.and  alarm— acounfry  where  there 
has  been  no  violeace  of  power,  no  nriifice 
of  fraud,  omitted,  to  blast  tbo  character, 
and  ruin  the  misfortunes  of  her  people  : 
a  eoantrv  with  which  gentlemen  are  aa 
tmacquamted  aa  they  are  with  Siberia,  or 
Ihe  interior  of  AfHca.  Their  scanty  know- 
Mge  too  ia  derived  ftoni  the  moat  pblhiled 
aswroeSf  nonr  partial  anthora  and  hired 
hbetten.for  few  persona  have  daradto 
write,  orspenk  liie  truth.  But  you  are 
stek  to  death  of  this  aairiect;  you  are 
amiooa  to  hearnoBaore,  being  reaolted 
not  tn-aAid.  relief,  while  I  am  eoaieioM 
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capable  of  abusing  them.    Bat  the  dis* 
abilities  which  exclude  the  highest  rank 
and  fortune,  which  aiiect  those  who  are 
the  most  distinguished  for  their  professional 
talents,  for  their  loyalty  and  patriotism, 
who  are  beloved  and  admired  for  their 
mental  endowments  and  virtues,  fof  their, 
upright  discharge  of  every  social   and 
noblic  duty— ^and  ever  renowned  for  their 
lieroism  and  valou^,  those  disabilities  de- 
^de  and  -materially  injure  the  humblest 
individual,  who  has  in  fact  no  security  so 
long  as  those  who  profess  his  religion,  are 
on  that  account,  consideted  unworthy  of 
holding  places  of  confidence  and  emolu- 
ment.   While  the  principle  is  most  inju- 
rious to  the  prosperity  of  Ireland,  and  of 
the  Empire,  for  in  every  walk  of  life,  it 
most  powerfully  tends  to  repress  the  im- 
pulse of  ambition,   and  the  eitertion  of 
talent,  from  the  mortifying  recollection, 
that  sdl  the  avgiues  to  high  and  honourable 
.   station  are  for  ever  closed  against  them, 
all  the  rewards  of  exalted  virtue,  and  of  the 
most  brilliant  mental  endowment  for  ever 
denied  them.    Someopposers  of  this  mea- 
sure   object   to   political    power     being 
granted  to  the  Catholics,  from  an  alledged 
apprehension  that  were  -they  admitted  to 
a  part,  ^hey  would  usurp  the  whole.    The 
Catholics  by  their  oaths  disclaim  this  dis- 
position, declaring  that  they  seek  only 
to  participate,  not  to  monopolize,  and  in 
fact,  they  do  nut  possess  the  power,  even 
bad  they  the  inclination,  for  of  the  united 
empire,  they  do  not  constitute  the  physical 
atrength;  so  that  the  Protestants  would 
always  retain  in  their  hands,  the  means  of 
eStctual  resistance.      Oth^r    gentlemen 
consent  to  admit  the  Catholics,  provided 
Ihev  take  what  are  called  the  qualification 
oatps.     Of  the  four  so  designated,  the 
Catholics  already  take,  or  are  willing  to 
lake  three,  those  of  allegiance,  of  afatjura- 
lion  and  of  qualification  as  to  property. 
Of  the  oath  of  supremacy,  they  tsike  a  con- 
siderablcji  and  the  most  material,  part,  for 
they  abjure  the  doctrines  of  excommuni- 
cation, and  deposition  of  princes,  that  of 
the  absolution  from  oaths,  that  no  faith  is 
to  be  kept  with   heretics,  or  that  any  fo- 
reign potentate  has  any  temporal   power 
or  jurisdiction  within  these  realms — and 
they  only  reject  that  part  which  calls  upon 
them  to  renounce  their  spiritual  commu* 
nion  with  the  see  of  Rome,  that  is,  in  other 
words,they  refuse  to  abjure  their  religion ; 
W^  what  the^  swear  in  Duigenan's  oath 
of  there  existing  no  danger  to  your  Pro« 
t^slMt  statu  from  Uiem  as  Catholic  lubjecU 


they  cprroborate  by  the  aasweni  'oT  the 
most  eminent  catholic  universities-of   £o- 
rope  to  the  doubts  of  your  ffovemmenty  as 
to  the  principles  of  their  reTigion,  and  tlie 
power  of  their  spiritual  chief.    An  to    the 
declaration,  they  cannot  sign  a|rainat  the 
tenets  of  their  religion,  nor  admit   thai  as 
Catholics  they  are  idolaters,  and  there^Mie 
doomed  to  eternal  punishment    But  tbejr 
have  already  by  this   same  Duigenan^ 
oath,  given  the  stfite  very  rational  security, 
for  by  it  they  swear  to  every  thin^;   that 
ought  to  satisfy  you,  except  indeed  to  the 
itttallibility  of  the  Protestants,  and  to  their 
vicegerency  here  on  earth !    Was    that 
oath  framed  in  the  plenitude  of  malice;, 
in  the  hope   that  it  might  be  rendered 
so  unpalatable,  that  the  Catholics  coold 
not    subscribe    to    it,  and    thus    subject 
themselves    to  every  imputation  of  dis- 
loyalty, or  with    the    concealed    inten- 
tion of  still  treating  them  as  dangerous 
and  unsafe,    even   after  they  had    sub- 
mitted to  this  most  severe  ordeal.     But  it 
is  evident  that  you  are  resolved  to  doubt 
all  their  professions,  however  strong  and 
solemn,  yet  can  there  be  a  more  convinc- 
ing proof  of  the  conscientious  delicacy  of 
the  Catholics,  as  to  the  nature  and  obliga- 
tion of  an  oath,  than  their  having  for  so 
loxig  a  time,  permitted  their  temporal  in- 
terests to  be  essentially  prejudiced,  pre- 
cluding thejiiselves  from  the  state,  hon 
office,  and  situation,  merely  because  they 
refused  to  qualify,  and  how  can  they  be* 
lieve  you  serious  in  calling  upon  them  to 
take  these  oaths  as  a  security,  when  net- 
withstanding  the  many  pledges  they  have 
already  given,  such  as  few  governments 
have  ever  exacted  from  subjects,  you  stiJl 
treat  them  as  disloyal  and  unsafe.    Surely 
this  their  refusal  to  qualify  from  a  religi- 
ous scruple,  ought  to  be  considered  as  our 
best  security  for  their  strict  adherence 
to  the   letter  and  spirit  of  those  oath*, 
by  which  they  are  already  bound,  not  to 
monopoiiae,  but  to  protect  the  property 
and  privileges  of  the  Protestant  commu- 
nity, not  to  overturn,  but  to  defend  the 
state. 

The  member  for  Bedfocd  has  congratu- 
lated the  House  on  the  objection  of  the 
coromition  oath,  being  no  longer  urged ;  but 
the  noble  viscount's  (Castlereagh)  forcible 
appeal,  as  to  the  deference  due  to  the  pious 
scruples,  supposed  to  exist  in  the  illostri* 
uus  and  exalted  personage  he  alluded  to, 
proves  that  the  objection  is  still  relied 
upon,  for  these  scruples  can -only  result 
from  a  certaia  construction  pi^  upon  the 
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corotittioa  oath.    Let  nt  look  to  ^e  pe- 
riod when  this  otth  in  iti  present  shape 
was  framed.     William  the  Srd.  who  first 
took  it,  •did' not  consider  himself  as  there- 
1>y  prevented  from  giving  the  royal  assent 
to  the  act  in  faroar  of  dissenters,  as  to  the 
oaths  of  supremacy  ahd  allegiance,  which 
had  been  deemed  necessary  for  the  se- 
curity of  the  church ;  and  which  by  be- 
ing in  existence  at  the  time  of  the  forma- 
tion of  this  coronation  oath,  might  have 
been  considered  as  constituting  an  essen- 
tial part  of  the  revolution  system.    This 
example  is  conclusive  for  this  part  of  the 
argument,  as  it  proves  the  construction  of 
the  oath  by  those  who  framed  it,  and  of 
the  king  wno  first  subscribed  to  it»    Many 
other  examples  could  be  given  at  diffisrent 
periods  of  our  history,  to  shew  that  this 
oath  was  not  considered  as  preventing  the 
kinf^  from  ffrantiog  civil  advantases  to  his 
aubjects  of  any  description.     In  those 
reigns,  during  which  much  jealousy  was 
harlMured,  and  considerable  severities  ex- 
ercised against  the  Catholics,  when  nei- 
ther the  monarch  nor  the  parliament  can 
be  suspected  of  partiality,  or  of  much  li- 
berality of  sentiment,  the  coronation  oath 
was  not  considered  as  a  bar  to  relaxation 
of  religious  disabilities*    In  the  reign  of 
Anne,  when  Scotland  was  united  to  Eng- 
land, the  queen  was  not  considered  as 
violating  her  Protestant  coronation  oath, 
when  she  swore  to  defend  the  presbvterian 
church  of  Scotland.     And  tnis  aner  ob- 
jection taken,  and  the  point  discussed.    In 
the  reign  of  the  two  first  Georges,  there 
were  acts  in  furour  of  dissenters,  quakers 
and  Jews.     Yet  these  princes   had    all 
taken  ihis  same  coronation   oath.      On 
a    parity    of    reasoning;,    there   is    no- 
thing   to    prevent   similar    acts    in    fa* 
vour   of  Catholics  and    to  any  extent. 
It  is  rather  late  to  interpose  this  case  of 
conscience,  between  our  gracious  sove- 
reign and  his  people.    His  reign  having 
been  distinguished  by  tolerance  and  be- 
nevolence towards  his  Catholic  subjects, 
not  only  of  Ireland  but  of  Canada.    And 
should  their  prayer  be  now  rejected,  as 
contrary  to  the  coronation  oath,  the  vio- 
lations have  been  already  frequent  and 
conspicuous.     But  are  gentlemen  igno- 
rant, that  at  the  period  of  the  formation, 
or  rather  new.  modelling  of  the  coronation 
oath,  Roman  Catholic  p^ers  had  seats  and 
voted.    That  Catholics  were  then  eligible 
to  the  House  of  Commons,  as  also  to  civil 
and  military  offices.    It  was  the  sututes 
of  the  Srd  and  «th  of  William  and  Mary, 


and  the  1st  and  2nd  of  Anne,  which  inca- 
pacitated them.  How  then  can  the  coro- 
nation oath  be  considered  as  pledging  the 
king  to  continue  disabilities  which  did  not 
exist  at  the  time  of  its  formation  }  He  ha». 
not  sworn  that  in  order  to  defend  the 
church,  he  would  resist  every  measure 
conducive  to  Ae  happiness  and  benefit 
of  his  people.  Besides  on  what  a  sandy 
perilous  fouiKlation  would  this  argument 
rest  the  church  establishment.  Were  this 
mode  of  reasoning  admitted,  it  would  fol- 
low that  any  concession  obtained  by  the 
subject  from  the  crown,  or  that  any  altera- 
tion of  any  kind,  in  the  constitution  since 
the  revolution,  were  so  many  infringe- 
ments of  this  oath,  which  does  not  militate 
against  the  liberties  and  privileges  of  tho 
subject,  but  was  framed  by  freemen  to 
protect  them  against,  not  to  establish  tv« 
raimy.  But  sliould  this  construction  be 
erroneous,  let  the  oath  be  revised,  and  ren* 
dered  more  consistent  with  the  true  prin- 
ciples of  the  constitution,  and  the  happi- 
ness of  a  free  people.  We  have  lately 
heard  of  the  existence  of  Jacobbs  and 
levellers  in  this  country,  I  should  have  no 
hesitation  in  looking  for  such  persona 
amongst  those  who  urged  the  objection  aa 
to  this  oath  ;  for  the  argument  tends  to 
excite  jealousy  between  the  king  and  the 
people,  by  holding  out  the  chief  executive 
magistrate  as  the  only  remainmg  bar,  to 
the  first  hopes  and  expectations,  of  so 
great  a  portion  of  his  subjects.  1  may  be 
asked,  whether  I  would  have  a  Protestant 
king  and  a  Catholic  parliament  ?  This  ia 
another  phantom  of  the  brain,  for  if  all 
the  Irish  commoners,  members  of  this 
House,  were  of  that  persuasion,  there 
would  still  remain  558  Protestants  against 
100  Catholics.  Gentlemen,  however,  well 
know,  that  a  very  small  proportion  of  the 
Irish  members  would  be  of  that  religioo* 
As  to  the  Peers,  I  admit,  that  there  exista 
considerable  difficulty  indeed.  The 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer  for  Ireland, 
in  his  statement  a  few  nights  s'mce,  ob<* 
served,  that  it  was  much  the  custom  in  thia 
country  to  live  on  puddings :  if  I  am  cor* 
rectly  informed,  it  is  no  less  that  of  Scot* 
land  to  live  on  oatmeal,  and  we  Irish  cer^ 
tainly  cannot  deny  the  charge  of  the 
potatoe,  the  extraordinary  qualities  of 
which  have  been  elaborately  discussed  by 
learned  commentators,  whose  observations 
have  tieen  fully  corroborated  by  the  nn- 
common  population  of  that  country.  I| 
therefore  would  be  hasarding  much,  tq 
answer  for  th^  conKquenceSi  of  tba  lkd« 
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miflSioit  of  (I  think  they  are  MTen,) 
s«ren  sturdy  potatoe  fed  CslhoHc  peejs, 
ansoDg  10  rawfooned  Scotch  lairda»  filled 
with  oatmeal,  and  400  dainty  pudding- 
Cfdmmed  English  barons >  Yon  ar^  rc^ 
peatedly  informed  thfat  the  Irish  are  dit- 
contented.  Can  such  a  disposition  exist 
without  a  cause.  Are  not  the  people  in 
ail  countries  what  their  governments  make 
them  ?  If  they  feel  happy  and  content,  it 
is  because  the  system  obsenred  towards 
^tbem  is  liberal  and  kind.  When  they 
complain  and  resist,  they  have  been  ill 
treated  ,aiid  outraged  *.  Lo<^  to  the 
Hugonots  in  France  of  your  own  religion, 
ei«r  discontented  ;  Why  ?  because  they 
felt  themselves  insulted,  Stigmatized,  and 
oppressed.  Such  were  your  ancestors,  the 
Britons,  when  they  formed  a  plot  to  mur- 
der their  Danish  tyrants.  Such  the 
Saxons,  until  they  became  amalgamated 
with  the  Normans.  Such  the  presby?e- 
rians  in  Scotland,  until  they  had  com- 
pletely emancipated  their  religion.  Such 
the  people  of  England,  previous  te  the 
death  or  the  first  Charles,  and  the  revolu- 
tion. Such  the  Sicilians  at  the  close  of 
the  i5th  century.  Such  the  Anglo  Ame- 
vicans.  So  is  man,  so  has  he  ev^r  been 
m  all  countries  1  By  the  Revolution  of 
] 6)8 3  in  England,  the  people  were  pro- 
tected in  all  their  rights  as  citizens,  and 
hail  a  complete  and  equal  interest  in  the 
constKution,  whereas  tire  severe  and  jea- 
hfits  pohcy  of  the  Irish  Revolution  dispos* 
aamed  of  property,  disoualified  and  out* 
raged  several  millions  ot  the  inhabitants.— 
Id  England,  the  people  triumphed  over  a 
feetion;  in  Ireland  a  fection  over  the 
people.  Jki  England  the  religion  establish- 
ed>  was  that  of  the  neople— in  Ireland, 
though  the  religion  or  the  people  (the  Ca- 
tholic) was  by  treaty  solemnly  sanctioned 
•--that  of  the  state  was  Protestant*  and 
professed  by  the  v«ry  few^  while  ulti* 
nately  the  Catholic  religion  became  pro- 
aeribed.  The  Revolution  of  Ireland^  which' 
did  not  take  place  till  three  years  after 
that  of  England,  namely,  in  Ottober 
MO  1,  was  the  establishment  of  power  of 
the  smaller  number,  at  the  e3q>eDse  of  the 
eifvil  Kberties  and  properties  of  the  fer 
greater  part,  and  of  the  political  Kbcrtiee 
of  the  wnole.  'fhe  fnndamental  prineiplea 
of  yoar  Revokition,  and  the  stipolauons 


*  Ixk  no^  the  Hugonole  destroyed  in 
lfhe*^course  <^  a  few  months  in  Laagoedec 
4,000  Catholks,  SOpriests,  and  at  themone 
time  they  bamt  900  chapela. 


of  tho  treaty  #f  Ltmerkk,  treat  thi»  hoar 
violated  in  the  persons  of  th«  petkkmeiA, 
At  the  Union  the  governments  of*  both 
countries,  perhaps,  with  more  of  abamelesa 
eftronteiy,  than  candour,  confessed  ttet  the 
reiteratod  complaints  of  the  In  A  wcte  Iwliy 
justified,  who  were  thns,  after  centuries  of 
misrule,  premised  redress  from   an   int* 
perial  parliament.    The    most   dsfectif^ 
part  of  Irish  policy,  has  ever  been  feond 
to  consist  in  the  onnatnral  and  unprece- 
dented proscription  of  the  people.     The 
noble  viscount  (Castlereagh)  declares  that 
it  would  be  a  happy  eircomstance,  for 
Ireland,  and  f^  the  empire,  that  sectsriaa 
interests  did  not  so  much  prevail.     Mr, 
Pitt,  aware  of  these  feuds,  designed   le  in- 
fuse new  health  and  vigour  into  the  state, 
by   erasing  from  the  statute  book,  the 
principle  of  exclusion.     The  neble  vis- 
count vtould  notsay  that  something^  nnght 
not  have  passed  at  the  Union,  some  ex- 
traneous circumstances^  calculated  te  ex- 
cite the  expectations  of  the    csdieltcsi 
but  he  is^  positive  that  no  direet  pledge 
had  been  given,  and  he  adatita  thai  tte 
Irish  government  were  elad  te  have  the 
concurrence  of  theCathoiics  en  that  occa- 
sion.   Mi^fat  he  net  have  added,  thet  this 
measure  could  noi  have  been  eAected,had 
the  Cathohcs  been  hostile,  and  wiH  not 
his  lordship  confess  that  ther  would  have 
been  decidedly    so,  had  they  expected 
that  the  Union  was  te  bar  their  just  claims 
and  expectations.    And  does  he  not  recol- 
lect that  while  lordComwsllia  inthe  men 
positive  manner  decfarecik  that  the  prin* 
oiple  of  exdosioe  did  not  fernv  a  part  ef 
the  measure  of  Union,  the  servants  of  hie 
government,  and  his  most  acliee  psKi* 
zans  were  at  the  same  moment  ocMsied 
m  diAishig  Mr.  Pitt's  speeches,  wkeh 
were  spread  Aroeghoot  Ireland,   parti* 
cularly  in  the  most  calhelio  *  ceoniiefl^ 
by  means'  ef  poet  office  expresses^  or 
which  speeches  there  oettld  he  bat  eae 
constraetioB  by  any  jory,  namely,  thst 
that  mtilister  wat  favoarabie  toemancipe- 
ties,  and  desirous  tehpoMeet  the  sttengest 
expecutions  to  the  Clitholics  ef  the  total 
repeal-  of  the  penal  code  after  the  Vnmik 
Therefere  the  Chlholics  ma^  ^^^1^  ^ 
considered  as  deluded,  and  cajetswfc  Th^ 
were  indnced  not  te  oppose  theh*  netienal 
degradistion  in  the  hope  ef  telriliag  tfuA 
justice  here,  whkh  the  djacoisisas  at  thil 
period  tanght  them  to  expect;    But  saya 
the  noble  viseoent,  and  aaottaer  ktr  se* 
cretary  of  state  (Mr.  Cipiiing)'**lliere  hsa 
beat  BO  epporteos  msMMit,  Ihr  ccuUbr- 
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lAg  Uieir  «laiiM  since  UuH  •▼eol.^'    No 
opport«ne  momcofc !  to  appeaso  tke  di»> 
oonleoU,  ■ad  to  avail  oufftelvei  of  the 
united  eoergiei  of  a  brave  and  high  spi* 
rited  people  I    What !  not  wheo  Buona« 
part^  was  over-miming  Holland,  Switaer* 
land,  Italy !  not  when  he  had  in  coe  day 
annihilated  the  power   of   tlie  hoase  of 
Brandeaburgh !— ^nol  when  on  the  banks  of 
the  NiemeOy  be.  threatened  the  roin  of  the 
Snssian  empire !  Not  when  twice  in  posses* 
9iaa  of  the   Austrian  capital !    or  now, 
when  on  the  eve  of  being  the  undisputed 
nuisCer  of  Spain,  Poctugal,  and  the  whole 
continent  of  Europe !  Did  none  of  these 
events  following  each  other  in  rapid  sac- 
cession  since  the  Union,  and  most  of  them 
during  the  administration  of  these  gen- 
ilemen^^did  none  of  these  afibrd  in  their 
jndgmenl,  an  opportnne  moment  for  anion 
•nd  ooncilntion  ?   What  are  the  political 
resploiions  they  yet  expect?  or  do  they 
wait  for  thnxxmvQlsions  of  nature  f    The 
right  hfUL   ex«secreUry   (Mr.  Canning) 
says  he  is  not  prepared  to  give  the  triomph 
lo  Catholic    or  Protestant— to  grant  the 
victory  to  eiiherside/'  TotaUc  of  triumph, 
vrhere  baule  is  bomiliating,  and  victory 
disguiUng!..-Jwheve  liberty  would  moom 
and  dopoiism  exult !— where  the  eiev^ 
tion'ofFranee,aad  the  subversion  of  the 
empire,  wouldbe  the  ^isaatroos result ef 
■•  uniiatwal  a  contest! ! ! 

These  discovsions  ob'  Iho  Catholic 
okima  bsif«  been  pecvKariy  vemarkable 
for  the  variely  of  ways  in  which  tbey  have 
been  resisted,  fivery  species  of  argument 
hm  been  snecessively  urged  and  resisted, 
^nd  every  accusation,  however  illiberal, 
false,  and  t idicnionv,  repelled.  Formerly 
the  pnesft  teemed  with  libels,  and  even 
within  th»  walls  of  parliament  every  no* 

genereaa  invective  was  uttered.  Bat  it 
as  of  late  appeared  to  be  the  wnh  of  gen- 
'fleroen  to  oppose  this  measere  by  Smr 
silent  nnevplaii^d  vvCes^  rather  than  by 
eoarting  df  scuseim.  Even  the  renowned 
ehampioB  of  intolerance  (the  member  for 
Armagh)  has  been  shamed,  hr  coanselled 
to  silenee;  We  sometimns  indeed  hear  of 
his  prodoctione,  but  only  to  btvsh  for  and 
eondemntbem*  Bat  the  right  honourable 
and  lemued  member  for  Oxford  has  now 
entered  the  lists  in  a  mora  formidable,  be- 
cause a  leai  tangible  shape*  for  whilst  he 
refrains  from  stating  charges  which  might 
be  repelled,  he  insinualea  every  thing. 
It  was  doobtlese  his  doty  to  have  obeyed 
the  wishes  of  his  constitaenia,  by  sab» 
Hilting  their  opinions  on  thie  qaestion  lo 


the  House*,  but  as  from  extensive  informa- 
tion, and  superior  talent,  one  naturally  ex- 
pected seotimenu  of  generons  liberality, 
it  was  impossible  to  avoid  feeling  sur- 
prised at  the  satisfaction  he  expressed  in 
resisting  the  prayers  of  so  many  millions 
of  snbjects.  The  learned  judge  at  the 
same  time  that  he  professed  his  reluctance 
to  say  any  thing  i on  so  painfol  a  subject 
as  that  of  the  religious  dissentions  of  Ire* 
land*  observed  that "  from  what  bad  hap^ 
peoed  in  the  memory  of  the  youngest,  it 
sorely  could  not  be  deemed  safe  to  le* 
gislate  for  that  country,  forgetting  all  that 
bad  passed.''  Thus  he  seemed  disposed 
to  quarrel  with  tliat  beantifol  sentiment^ 
that  "  oblivion  was  patriotbm,  and  con* 
cord  salvation."  Had  the  enrly  and  faith* 
ful  friend  of  Ireland  permitted  himself  to 
dwell  on  the  sufleHngs  of  that  people-^ 
bad  not  his  forbearance  and  moderation 
retrained  his  indignant  feelings,  had  he 
not  stifled  his  ardent  and  generous  passion 
for  his  country,  his  powerfol  eloquence 
must  have  excited  the  sympathies  of  every 
man,  who  was  capable  of  feeling  for 
the  Wounded  honour  of  an  insoUed  and 
long  oppressed  people!  but  with  great 
judgment,  with  true  generosity,  he  sup* 
pressed  the  tale ;  convinced  indeed  that 
"  oblivion  was  patriotism,  and  concord 
salvation."  The  learned  judge  professea 
his  willingness  to  forgive !  ere  he  aasomea 
the  attribotes  of  mercy  and  offers  pardoB» 
let  him  recollect  who  were  the  aggressors^ 
and  that  forgiveness  is  the-grand  privilego 
of  the  injured ! 

His  allusien  to  those  lata  eventi»  which 
he  roMMnded  os  were  fiosh  in  themetiorf 
of  thn  yeungest,  most  have  feferred  to  tho 
disturbances  in  1796.  Does  he  meto  to 
insinuate  that  they  ori^nated  in*  religiong 
animosi^s  ?  His  political  diviai^  Mr. 
Pitt,  declared  positively  dmtthey  did  not 
««Tbe  Cgtbolica  may  with  the  meet  per* 
focttnith  be  abaobed  from  having  created 
that  mhellian.  Many  Ostholica  it  is  tme, 
were  concerned,  for  when  any  oonntry  is 
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*  Thb  Umvorslty  mahes  hot  an  ill  re- 
oiutal.«-i8he  had  some  of  her  early  foun- 
ders frstti  Ireland  end  if  Nicholsen,. 
Usher,  Ware  and  Bade  b»not  IhlMlisei^ 
A  the  Irish  not  only  hospitaMy  reoeived, 
and  ednfrotedtheehiMrenof  Britain,  hot 
•ssiated  herto  estnhlfsh  her  own  schotit^ 
md  coIlegM-^Hn  retimi  she  destroyed 
those  of  Ireland,  and  banished  the  Irish 
student;  but  soch  ingrsAitnde  it  not  neiff 
hi  Irish  stoTf  . 
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In  a  convulsed  state,  amongst  that  religion 
professed  by  the  great  mass  of  the  popu- 
lation, will  many  of  the  rebels  necessarily 
be  found  \  so  it  certainly  was  in  Ireland. 
Bat  as  proofs  that  it  was  not  a  war  of  re- 
ligion, on  the  part  of  the  Catholics,  all  the 
leaders  (I  mean  those  of  rank  and  situation 
in  the  country)  were  Protestants,  Presby- 
terians, and  Dissenters,  not  Catholics.  The 
most  Catholic  counties  were  the  least  dis- 
turbed. The  Catholic  nobility  and  gentry, 
were  armed  in  their  different  counties, 
and  conspicuous  for  their  Zealand  loyalty, 
as  were  the  clergy  and  hierarchy,  in  their 
exertions  and  exhortations  to  bring  back 
the  deluded  to  their  senses^  and  to  protect 
their  Protestant  countrymen.  Of  two 
jthousand  Catholic  clergy,  not  more  than 
twenty  joined*  in  the  rebellion,  and  these 
were  amongst  the  lowest  orders,  many  of 
them  previously  reprobated  characters^ 
and  disgraced  by  their  ecclesiastical  su- 
periors for  their  conduct  at  that  period ; 
■ay«  the  very  men  who  put  down  thai  re- 
bellion, were  in  a  great  proportion  Ca- 
tbblics^  namely,  the  Irish  yeomanry,  and 
snilitia.  Iwill  not  dwell  on  the  ouiragescom* 
mitted,but  notwithstanding  all  statements  to 
the  contrary,  I  assert,  that  the  King's  troops, 
and  many  of  those  who  acted  in  the  name, 
but  who  abused  the  authority  of  govem- 
ment,  were  much  more  violent  and  fero- 
cious in  their  conduct,  than  were  the  most 
unprincipled  and  sanguinary  among  the 
iafuriate  rabble.  This  rebellion  therefore 
has  not  in  the  slightest  degree  invalidated 
their  claims,  or  proved  the  Catholics  as 
such, '  unworthy  of  that  confidence,  to 
whicb  the  Parliament  of  Ireland,  and  the 
King,  had  so  frequently  declared  them  en» 
titled.  When  the  learned  judge  gave 
the  sanction  of  his  name  to  a  coarge  so 
noibunded,  it  might  have  been  tzpected 
that  he  would  at  least  have  stated  the  ques- 
tion fully,  and  thus  have  administered 
some  antidote  to  the  poison*  Instead  of 
ascribing  those  ereir*to-be-lamented  dis- 
turbances solely  to  religions  causes,  he 
might,  and  surely  ought  to  have  stated, 
'  that  but  a  little  previous  to  that  period,  a 
political  fever,  occasioned  on  the  part  of 
the  French  government  by  an  infatuated 
peneverance  in  despotic  rule,  by  a  distrust 
and  contempt  of  the  people  ;  and  greatly 
heightened  by  the  inlenperance  and 
Crimea  of  one  of  the  most  polishiejl  nationa 
of  the  earth,  suddenly  burst  forth  in  France, 
destroying  the  prood  and  "  lime-honour* 
od"  esublisbments  of  other  days ;  in  its 
vielenoe  spreading*'  wild  hafoc"  throagh 
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the  ranks  of  every  fismily^the  most  eiuiolilerf 
as  the  most  humble,  breaking  ail   tbe  es* 
dearing  ties  of  private  life,  and    leaving 
the  pall  of  mourning  at  each  man'a  door. 
For  peace,  confidence,  and  order,  an  bsii* 
tuting  civil  broils,  distrust,  and   uniTersal 
alarm  !    and  finally  extending  its   baleful 
influence  to    almost    every    coantry    in 
Europe,  desolated,  and  levelled  all  aroond  \ 
This    pestilential    disease   unfortanmteiy 
reached  Ireland.  But  has  the  learned  judge 
forgotten  that  at  that  awfiil  period,  the 
person  of  the  sovereign  was  not  deemed 
safe  in  the  capital ;    Uiat  the  constilotioa 
even  of  Britain  was  suspended  \ 

What  causes  can  now  be  assigned  for 
confirming  the  existing  disabililies  ?    Hie 
usurped  authority  or  the  Pope  orer  the 
weakness,  or  ignorance  of  christian  princes 
is  abolished  !— Perhaps,  in  contemplating 
the  fate  of  this  once  formidable  pdwer, 
^ou  will   be  disposed,  in  laiAenting  tbm 
instability  of  fortune,   to  leaSB  bumiliiy 
even  firom  the  afflictions  of  your  enemy  f 
The  Stuarts  are  extinct !    and  here  I  can- 
not refrain  from  observing,  that  bad  the 
second  James  not  been  as  contemptible  a 
general,  as  he  was  an  ardent  polemick,  the 
myalty  of  the  Irish  Catholics  would  now 
be  proTerbial,  and  held  out  as  an  example 
worthy  of  imitation.     They  had  suffered 
much  b^  their  conscientious  attachment 
to  that  ill  fated  house  ;    and  they  con- 
tinued to  be  persecuted  on  that  account, 
long  afWr  their  connection  and  intercoone 
with  the  exiled  fiimily  had  ceased.     M 
to  the  state  of  Europe,  is  it  such  now,  as 
it  was  at  the  close  of  the  seventeenth,  and 
beginning    of  the  eighteenth  centuries  } 
Have  you  now  to  apprehend  on  the  part 
of  the  sovereign ,  of  France,  a  descent  in 
these  islands,    for  the  purpose  of  sab« 
stituting  a  Catholic  for  a  Protestant  Kioc  \ 
Buonaparte,  it  is  true,  meditates  yoiHr  sub* 
jogation,  but  has  he  hitherto  achieved 
his  conquests  b^  means  of  the  tiara,  and 
the  thunders  of'^  the  Vatican  ?    Can  he  (aa 
Louis  14  formerly)  seek  to  accomplish  the 
downfall  of  Britain,  through  the  aiSectiona 
of  the  Irish  people  for  an  abdicated  so- 
vereign, whom  they  considered  as  a  martyr 
to  hiji,  and  to  their  own  religion  ?  Can  ha 
anticipate  the  respect,  gratitude  and  cor* 
dial  support  of  the  Irish  Catholics.     He 
who  ha»  mocked,  insulted^  dethroned,  and 
enchained   the    spiritual    head   of  their 
church  I   Can  you  now,  as  then,  inflame;, 
and  direct    several  of  the  most  warlike 
states  of  the  continent,  against  the  for* 
midabla  and  aiiU  cactewDg  pmer  %( 
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prance  ?  Are  the  ^ourta  of  the  Hagae, 
Vienna^  Beriih/tod  Madrid*  disposed  and 
mble  now,  to  make  common  cause  with 
yoa  against  the  occupier  of  the  Bourbon 
throne  ?  Is  Buonaparte  so  Terv  defeccif  e 
in  his  combinations^  so  wretchedly  con- 
temptible in  his  means«  that  you  can  now 
afford  to  dissatisfy  several  miUions  of  your 
fellow  subjects,  abd  to  perpetuate  their  dis- 
contents ? 

But  admitting  the  enacting  of  the  penal 
^ode  to  have  been  jitfttiiiabfoy  nay  neces- 
anry  at  the  periods  alluded  fo»  or  at  least 
circumstances  to  have  been  then  such. 
MB  to  have  enabled  voitr  ancestors,  to  per* 
iecute  the  Irish  wiui  imptinity*  does  not 
tbeaute  of  Europe  at  the  present  day  im- 
periously ilrge  and  command  you»  to  con* 
ciliate  and  unite  ?  00  you  hope  to  con- 
tend suecessfuhy  with  Buonaparte,  while 
vou  suffer  one  rourth  of  your  people  to 
ffeel^  that  they  have  not  a'  common  interest 
in  the  struggle.  Will  you  sufler  your  bi- 
gotry to  cui  the  Tory  sinews  of  your 
•trength) 

[  But  who  are  the  opposera  of  this  ipea- 
aure }  not  the  people  of  Ireland,  for  they  are 
the  petitioners,  not  the  ProteiUotSi  who,  I 
Terily  believe,  could  be  polled  in  iu favour, 
for  happily  tMspirit'of  tolerance  2sabroad» 
even  though  the  people,  of  England  and 
Scotland  were  to  be  excited  to  an  infa- 
tuated and  illiberal  resistance  of  the  Ca- 
tholic clainu,it  would  still  be  the  bonnden 
duty  of  the  Irish  members  to  persevere  in 
their  effints  to  obtain  this,  and  other  im^ 
portent  objects,  and  were  they  botaa  mqch 
distingnisbed  for  unaniinity,  aS|  enfortu* 
nately  for  their  country,  they  have  hi- 
therto bcf n  for  their  dissentjonai  no  mee* 
sure  beneficial  to  Ireland  could  be  resisted 
by  the  cUu^opr  of  a  mob,  or  by  the  atili 
more  disgraceful  prejudices  of  parliament. 
I>oobtless  many  most  respecuble  indivi- 
duals in  both  countries^  are  on  principio 
averse  to.  the  measure*  hat  they  are  not 
Oangerpus,  fur  however  contrary  to.  their 
owq  opiniqhsy  they  .would  oot  cqntinue 
oostile  tp  any  arrangement  calculated, for 
O^e  ^  imoiediate  a4vantage  of  so  great  a 
propo,rtiop  of  their  fellow  aabject%  and 
i|ventuaily  of  the  empire.  The  i«al  op- 
posers  of  emancipatioD,  are  the  bigots»  toe 
persecutors,   the   noDopoliaera  of  alia- 

E'ance^— '<  the  only  attached !— the  only 
yal!'*  they  who  wonld  trample  the 
pimple  in  the  dost,  while  snbaifting  boton 
tUir  spoiU«--tbey  would  war  vnlh  the 
whole  Catholic  worlff,  they  ifonld  prae* 
cribem  creed  piolmed  by  tU aaeet  dia* 
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tingifished  statesmen,  the  profoundest  phi- 
losophers—>tbe  most  enligbiened  'divines  j 
by  a  Ximines,  a  Conde,  a  Bossoet,  a  Fene^ 
Ion,  a  Paschal. — ^They  would  aniUhemaiiae 
a  religion  adorned  by  every  virtue,  and 
evei;y  talent !  But  let  them  bewure  tbaa 
they  do  not  dismember  the  empire,  for 
let  them  Iearn>  ere  it  be  too  late,  that  tho 
connection  %  between  the  ,  two  cnuntriea 
cannot  be  maintained  by  Protestant  mono* 
poly,  or  by  Catholic  proscription,  biit  by 
"  the  permanent  interests,  and  permanent 
affection  of  the  people^  firmly  cemented 
by  a  common  interest.''  They  call  for 
the  Veto !  Would  they  grant  emancipation^ 
were  this  ceded  ?  1  am  sore  they  wonld 
not-*many  of  them  have  declared  that 
they  would  not.— I  have  no  doubt  ,tfaat 
as  a  measure  of  state,  it  would  be  injudi* 
cipus  to  exercise  this  power,  supposing  it 
could  be  obtained. 

The  nobb  viscduntt  and  the  learned 
civilian,  have  alluded  to  the  influenco 
of  the  Catholic  Hierarchy  ii^  Ireland  over 
the  body  of  the  people^  'It  had  b^n  9bm 
served  by  his  lordship  thiM^  this  inSue octf 
was  stronger  even  than  the  law,  or  the  got 
vernmeui.  There  is  lio  dodbt  that  it  formi 
the  only  coiti^cting  link  between  the  go^ 
yeniment  and  the  people,  and  is  exerted 
most  conscientiously  for  the  ^ad vantage  of 
both.  Any  arrangement,  therefore,  tending 
tp  shake  the  confidence  of  the  people  tQ 
their  clergy,  by  inducu^  them  to  believo 
that  they  were  not  aelecied  as.  at  present 
merely  for  their  clerical  fitness^  but  firoift 
their  subserviency  to  the  gpTernment^ 
would  be  fatal,  for  it  would  immediately 
stop  that  channel  of  information,  as  to  iho 
state  of  the  people,  which  is  now  aSbrded 
by  the  Hierarchy*.  Besides,  how  is  it  poa« 
sible,  that  the  Protestanu,  who  accuse  tbo 
Catholics  of  beio^idolaters*-of  not  keepinc 
faith  with  heretics,  of  not  being  bonnd 
by  the  sacred  obligation  of  oaths;  hewt 
is  it  possible  that  a  sect  thus,  hostile,  contll 
be  competent  to  select  the  bishops  of  ihat 
religion,  which  they,  have  indelicately 
described  as  calculated  only  for  knavesi 
and  fopla.  On  the  contrary,  wonld  it  nop; 
be  thejr  dnty«  (if  sincere  in  their  opinion) 
to  appoint  persons  the  least  likely  to  npn 
hold  the  Catholic  Church?  nay  rather 
'  caloolated  to  undermine  its  foundation  } 
land  thus  by  a  aide  wind»  would  the  IVd% 
teatants  insidiously  attempt  to  efiect  that 
now,  which  their  ancestors  had  fiuled  i# 
accomplish  by  agea  of  persecution.  But 
why  ask  for  this  Veto?   Has  there  beea 
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of  a  bishop  by  ihe  See  of  Rome,  even  ja 
those  times,  wheir  the  pope  was  in  dfrect 
'hostility  tovthis  country  and  the  cause  of 
-the  pretender  openly   espoused— by  him'. 
In  modern  times  when  erery  illiberal  ac- 
cusation has    been .  broug^ht  against  the 
•Cat horics,  and  every  disposition  evinced  to 
'represent  their  tenets  and  conduct  most 
dangerous  to  a  Protestant  government,  has 
ihere    been  found    any  instance    of  an 
infproper    appohitment  ?    "Have  not    the 
'Hierarchy  been  at  ail  times  conspicuous  for 
their  fidelity  to  the  govern>nent,  and  for 
their  exertions  to  impress  their  flock  with 
Tespect  for  the  laws,  and  attachment  to  the 
tftate^  nay,  haVe  they  not  witliin  out  me- 
tnorets  befeiveven  accused  of  acting  as  par- 
tizslnsfor  the  gdVernment  against  the  peo- 
ple ?  But  if  this  controuling  power  inr  the 
government   as  "to-  the    appointmi^nt'  of 
bishops,  be  deemed  so^necessary'ii  that  the 
emancipation  of  the  Cathonci3'*(k^mrtted 
1)yihe'highesC  authorities  to  be  advi^a6^e) 
cannot  with  safety  to  the  stite'be  granted 
ivithout  it,  why  did  you  not  arm  yourselves 
irith  that  power,  which  but  a '  few  years 
back  might    have   been  easily  obtaihed 
from  the  pope  ?  If  this  objection  be  urged 
in  sincerity  now,  where  wW  the  political 
foresight  then  ?  You  cannot  b^  Fgnbrant 
ihal  such  dn  arr^§femettt  can  never  orfgl- 
nate  frdm  a  Catholic  flock.     In  the  reign 
of  LoaU  the'  Y4th,  who  had  some'  of  the 


Pope's  spiritual  facdlties^^pverllie  catholic 
clergy,  De,altefed,  or  abrjdged^  bpt  .bf 
his  consent!      But  this^Jatn^ur   far    tl^e 
Veto  is  but  a  stalking  horse.  pT  Mud^ru 

.'date,  a  salvo  for  vreak  consciencesy  ^_i3eur 
pretext  for  coqtinuing    persecution,    the 
last  retreat  of  the   bigot,  '.t|ie '  feVpocriCe* 
and  the  monopolizer.  Th^  Catholic  clergy 
positively  deny  any  temporal  powir  of  ihi 
Pope  in  this  realm,  and  this.Weir  decliara- 
tion    is    corroborated   by  ^ their   conduct 
both  ih  ancient  and  modern' time,  and  by 

ahe  answers  of  the   universities,  already 
alluded  tol     It  has^  been  argueji    ^  if  it 
wer^  n^c'ess^j  to  guar^'acsfipBC  a  foreig;n 
influence   in  IVeland ;   hone  sucR    exis(,s. 
There  n^ay  mdeed  Be  an'  Il-^ij^arty  for 
Ii'eland,  wMch' cart  be  depredated  onfy 
by  tbbse'ivho  kre  YioOdrsposed  xd[  cotfasel 
wisely  or" fairty  by  that  country.*  ,Tba 
charicelTor  of  the  'exchequer  has 'declare^ 
thaf  the  Ca  tti^Kcs  are  'not  to  b'ii'con  ci  lj[ate(}« 
as  they  '^anhol  affbfd  fhi  sec^inty  'whicb 
he' deems  necesSfiVV  for'the^pVoiScIidn  of 
fhe  .clmrcfa'  ^stabfishhielnt,  to^Vli^^B  W 
proclaims  them  in  hostility,     fiiit'iusr, 
liberal,  or  eVeA  d^^ehtlobrin<g  this  accuVa* 
tfoh  agaiAst  tHe.Catb6ircs> 'that  iiotfain^ 
will  stitisfy  th^in  but'the  chuf^fi  P''02^rty^ 
when  they 'disclaim  ih  'th2  |iiost  solium  a 
manner,  any  subh'  Intehtii^d'..'  TRTe "right 
h6'n.'geni.  has  kls6  to 'explafh''fioxr'  far  if 
Wa^  Judicious  in  hlhi,"cbrisidenhg  his  lirgh 


were  twenty  seven  French  biihops*  in  pbs« 
iesslon  of  very  Considerable  temporalities 
conferred  u'pon  them  by-  the  crowni"but 
at  the  same  timd  they  were  not  ehabtM 
toftilf}!  any  tiericarfuncttons,  the  pope  not 
liaVing  conferred  bnthem  the  spiritualities.' 
Any  arrangement  likely  tofacilitiiie  th^  at^ 
Minmeat  ofthe  object  of  tlie  petitionee, 
iiid  such  Us  'woofd satisfy  thegovemment 
tjlinost  desirable,  but  they  cahhot  consent  I 


richest  benefices  in  Europe  lo  bestow,  there    official  situation,'Yo  givett  ^  *hrs  opinion^ 


'  thatttivas  ithpossibte  to  cSncilfaYe or  attach 

'  to  the  state  one  fot^VtfloF^he'pobula'tioo  of 

the  empire.^  i     *       . 

From  thihisters  Who  ^commenfcc'cf**their 

'  career  by  throWirig  th^  fir^bj^ndl^of  gcr- 

'secotion  aWbrigst.thc'  peopTf^'  ^no*havf 

^  fcr  ever  tirnian^cT  the  liatiohaPcharactcr 

i  by  violatirl^  the  sacr^c!  HghU  of  neiifrais^ 

who  In '  thfe  ^6dth  '  b^  tH^ir  weak  *  and*in»^ 

efitci^t '  TTifefesiires,"  'have    rendered  ,  unV 


to  renounce  their  Communion  with  the 
•nciertt  chief  of  theii*  church,  ajfd  this 
tbey  consider  a 'point  of  faith,  nor  bari  the' 

K  ...  •:•        - 

■'.♦At  this  moment  there  are  several* 
bishops,  'both  in  Italy  and  Frante,  per-* 
baps  to  thd  amount  of  between  thiHy  atia 
Ibrty,  who  canndt  pcrfortn  their  episcopal 
fdnctfons,  notwithstanding  their*  appoint-; 
ihent  were  by  BuonapM6,  thcpope  having* 
refused  to  grant  them  the  bu I h' of  spiritual* 
jurisdiction.  ^  Cardibai  Fcsche,  (uncle  to 
the  emperor,  and  arch1)ishop  of  Lyons') 
ilthough  two  y^ars  and  a  half  nominaieci 
lib  the  archbishopric  6(  ]^afis,hati  not  been 
able  to  discharge  thedutiet  offhat  station. 
Pe  Pridei^^bidK^p  bf  Poftltoj  ind  nttch  in 


av^ilihg    the  'hisroic*^valour"of'  tirfiish 
islMidfer^— -who'  haV«  laviiheil  Ithe  tflood 


<** 


t ,  ■•  I 


r»        « •• 


the  conHdehcc'or  NipoTeoh  ,^  Has"  Tmn'^the^ 

I  same'  difuse'not  Vi^tufecT  to'^offiicFAe  AfT 

=  archbishiop  of  Meclilih:    Stronger  ^tboK 

'CariAol  be  iddUclfd  t'h  show  ttet*tb^'*spK 

.rithal  *p6WeV  of  thei'Calholte*  BttFafthy 

*c^h  be  dbrlved  bftt  Tronl  fh^  suhitiiiWeaa 

ofth^if  V^hurch?''  Ift^fidt  'these 'IBiftiogs 

hirS actted^pfeci^Ty*  W  thV^saAe iftifinief 

n^;  ^V  thcrf  preHe&ssars"  iii"ftre*'mfc^ 

CffkTtuVy  ifflfh^  ftign  df  Louift'  the  l4tb. 

They  only  enjoy  thcrJvertUe^Dfttterfdlfc 

feVent  seesj  wTthout'  presomin*^  to^perforta 

th€rr  eccteslksfieff  dutiei  ta  b^hoj^.  ^  '. " 
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^nQ  'treasure  of  the  empire^  on  t()e  roost 
risV/  ill-advised»  an({  disc  raced  expedi- 
<rpa»— wBo'u'hile  theyaJmiti  and  as  it 
Were  1iy  stealth  apologliae  for  a  gross  in- 
sdlt  an(T  prbvocatioh/ofiered  to  the  flag  of 
ao  ihdef^e^dent  power,  yet  betray  a  das-^ 
tjrdly'Vefuctance  to  have  recorded  a  full, 
pbblic,'ahd  manly  retractation.     And  tl^us 
untaugbi  by  tiie  experience  even  of  their 
own'  tiroes,  vrould  once  more  rashly  prQ* 
vf  ki  the  vengeance  of  tlie  western  world ! 
ITofD  ministers  wlo  would  insinuate  djs- 
aftectlon  in  a  great  portion  of  his  Ma-' 
jes't^  's 'iubjectf 4  by'  arrogati d g  t«  them • 
selves  peculiar  lojjralty  and  attachment,  at 
the  *  very  moment  when  they  are  com- 
mittingr  the  monarchy  with  the  people, 
and  the'people  with  this  House.— "Erom 
raluisters,  whom  I  cannot  but  consider  as 
in  direct  hostilities  to  the  libierties  and 
most  valued  priviWes  (^  tKe  aubject,  I 
ti^pect  no  Vearess  of  national  grievances, 
but  raithcr  look  for  additional  psult  and 
a^gre^ioci;    To  such  meii,  all  appeal  is 
vain  r  Bbt,  I  do  look  forward  with  san- 
guine hope,  to  the  enlightened  wisdom  of 
tKt  parliament  for  redress.    The  hour  may 
not  yet  have  arrived,  far  distaih.it  cannot 
bc^  when  the  majority  of  both  Houses  must 
see  the  wisdom  and  necessity  oF  comply- 
ir^  with  the  prayer"  of  the   petitioners. 
Biit '  why   procrastinate  ?    Recollect  you 
ha^o  not  the  same  excuses  for  sanctioning 
tbft  code,  that  yoOr  ancestors  might  have 
had  for  enacting  it.'   You  are  not  smart- 


mg  from  wounds  receiv^ed  in  rebellions 
w:antonly  provoked.  You  are  noti'lothed 
in'thfe  spoils  of  the  vanquished."  You  have 
not  turned  your  arms  ^^gaiast  those  whom 
it  vAs  your  duty  to  protect.  You  are 
placed  in  the  enviable  and  proud  situa- 
tion of  having  to  heal'those  wounds  which 
you' did  not  inflict',  to  redreai^  those  wrongs 
of Whictiyou  were  not  the  authors:  the 
atOneniea't  too  is  lights  The  only  repara- 
tioD  sought  at  your  hands  is  an  equal 
participation  in  the  blessings  of  the  con- 
sntution.  With  what  justice  can  you  ar- 
niign  the*  conduct  of  Buonaparte  to  the 
diiierenl  states  of  the  continent  ?  It  is  true 
he  has  plundered  and  oppressed.  Ck>  the 
aiitfals'of  the  Eastern  world  contain  no  ac- 
cusation against  you?  But  1  will  not 
justify  outrage  by  outrage  ;  nor  remind 
vod  that  his  agmssions  were  only  against 
his'eDfemies.  How  can  you  hop6  to  ob- 
tala  credit  for  the  sincerity  of  your  mo- 
tives in '  yo\ir  crusade  against  France  in 
behHf  of  the  oppressed  nations  of  Europe 
fHdte  yoo  are  aeting  as  tyrants  at  home  ? 


3r  with  what  consistency  can  vou  call 
ipon  the  Irish  to  assist  you  in  the  cause  ^ 
jl  liberty,  at  the  very  moment  that  you 
beny  them«  as  subjects,  the  eiyoyment  of 
Its  blessings?  . 

,    Is  it.  at  the  present  formidable  conjunc-  . 
lure  when  we  have  been  most  unsuccess-  , 
ful  in  our  external  objects,  when  we  are  . 
hunted  from  all  the  courts  of  the  neigh** 
bquring  continent,  and  on  ^he  eve  of  being  | 
shut  out  from  every  port  in  Europe,  is  it . 
at  such  a  moment,  and  in  such  a  slate  of 
formidable  and  still  cncreasing  combina- 
tion  that  vfs  deem  it  advisable  to  per- 
petuate quarrel  amongst  ourselves,  and  to  , 
alienate  the  affections  of  one  third  of  his. 
Majesty's  subjects.  ^And  all,  to  support^ 
as  it  has  been  well  described,  that  "  u[|*  ^ 
paralleled  icode  of  oppression  which  has 
been  kept  in  force,  nut  from  a  bieotted 
principle  of  reiigion,'  but  from  pride»  ar- ' 
rogance,  and  a  spirit  of  domination.'*     I  ] 
would  solemnly  exhort  you  to  renounce  \ 
your  prejudices,  and  embrace  your  real 
interests,  to  consider  the  relative  import- 
ance of  Ireland  in  the  scale  of  the  em- 
pire, to  reflect  that  one  storm  had  already 
arisen  in  the  west,  which  in  its  violence  \ 
had  nearly  swept  away  all  the  greatness 
and    glory  of    this  once-hnppy    island*  ^ 
That  contest,  too,  was  nursed  in  the,  cradle 
of  despotism,  fostered  in  the  bosom  of  pre- 
sumption, continued   in  the  rage  of  ob-  . 
stinacy,  and   concluded   in  degradation, 
submission  and  defeat.     Tlie'  experiment 
is  not  to' be  repeated.     Ireland  once  sepa- 
rated froni  your  empire  and  you  are  un- 
done.   This  is  not  a  time  to  flatter  or  to 
lull  you  into  a  feeling  of  dangerous  se- 
curity !    Have  you  learnt  nothing  from 
the   desolation    which    surrouitTSs     you? 
Posterity   will-  scarce  believe  that  at  a  ' 
cri^s  awful  as  the  present,  .discussions  sucli 
as  the^e  should  engage  us ! 

Mr:  CHara  began  by  stating  that  his 
situation  was  such  that  it  would  have  been 
impossible  for  him  to  go  into  a  division  on 
that  question,  had  he  not  the  opportunity 
of  expressing  those  considerations  which 
operated  decisively  upon  his  mind,'  and 
which  he  hoped  would  not  be  thought  un- 
reasonable by  the  House — that  he  might 
lose  much,  and  could  gain  nothing  hy  any 
part  whatever  he  could  take  ;  but  that  he 
knew  the  sentiments  of  the  great  landed, 
proprietors  in  his  own  county,  and  the  sub- 
ject was  of  such  extreme  consequence  to 
both  countries,  that  no  private  considera-  , 
tions  ought  to  with-hold  him  from  his  par-  ' 
liamentary  duty.    Ht  then  expressed  his 
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rcjgret  at  din^ring  from  so  many  of  his 
friends  hear  ^im,  and  particalarly  froni 
his  right  hon.  friend  who  had  introduced 
the  petition,  with  whode  opinions  he  bad 
generally  coincidied  for  so  ve.ry  many 
jyears,  particularly  in  all  those  great  mea* 
•sures  brought  (orward  by  him  in  th«  par- 
liament of  Ireland,  from  time  tp  time, 
tracing  and  treading  in  the  steps  of  the 
English  /con&tittftion,  till  in  the  year  1782 
be  had  formed  a  constitution  for  bis  own 
coumry;  which,  as  )}i:  ever  should  think, 
was  the  beft  suited,  that  could  be  imagined, 
to  th«  internal  happiness  of  Ireland,  and 
best  calculated  to  riender  her  a  firm  and 
powerful  support  to  Great  Britain;  that 
ftll  those  great  constitutional  points  obtain- 
ed by  Ireland  from   1778  to   1782,  men- 

:)tionpd  in  his  very  able  speech,  were  prin- 
cipally of  his  own  acquirement ;  and  that 
|f  he  were  now  advocating  (he  cause  of  the 
Boman  Catholics  in  his  own  country,  and 

,  Bihidst  the  applauses  he  used  to  receive  in 
fi  former  senate,  their  cause  could  hardly 
fail.  But  h^  lamented  that  those  times 
bad  realtor  passed  away  like  a  dream ; — 
Ihat  that  constitution,  and  the  incalculable 
prosperity  that  a^cpprnpanied  it,  were  now 
forg^tteq.  But,  as  his  hon.  friend  (Mr. 
HutK^hinson)  bad  pressed  the  claims  of  the 
l^oman  Catholics  upon  the  ministers  of  that 
time,  he  regretted  much  that  the  leaders 
pf  the  Roman  Catholics  had  not  come  for- 
irard  then  and  assisted  those  who  used 
their  upmost  ef&rts  to  preserve  it.  He 
aaid  surely  they  did  not  prefer  any  little 
points'of  their  own  to  the  welfare  of  their 
country,  if  they  did  he  pitied  them  indeed 
—he  pitied  then)  tba^  they  had  lost  the 
objects  of  their  wishes,  perhaps  for  ever — 
b^  pitied  t|iem  extremely  if  they  had  to 
re^et  and  attribute  to  themselves  their 
o^n  disappointment,  and  the  loss  of  the 
Jrfsh  constitution;  a  petition  from  them  at 
that  time,  would  have  savei  their  couiitry. 
Jle  then  paid  some  compliments  to'  the 
brilliancy  of  Mr.  Grattan's  speech — said 
|lie  instances  in  which  he  di0e red  from 
|iim  were  broad  apd  plain;  that  his  busi- 
ness would  be  not  to  question  the  illustra- 
tions, or  suliy  the  innumerable  little  gems 
ihat  lighted  ilp  that  argument,  but  to  state 
the  laws  a$  they  affected  Roman  Catholics 
in'such  9  manner,  that  the  (Jouse  might 
ibe  more  readily  decide  how  far  it  could 

.  meet    the  prayer  of  the  petition.      Bui 
though  he  diftered  materiallr  from  his' 
right  hon.  friepd,  he  requested  he  might 
inot.be  thought  inimical  to  the   Roman 
(Jjl^bplips'i'ibat  }ms  had  typf  beisn  their 


friend,  so  far  as  parliament  hid  hittaerto 
relieved  thein,.and  was  ready  to  be  ao  stilly 
so  far  as  the  principles  of  toe  cu^nstitotJoa 
would  admit.    He  then  stated  to  the  Rouse 
their  present  sitnatioh,  as  contrasted  y/rlth 
what  it  had  been  before  the  late  repeals— « 
wished  indeed,  that  the  act  of  170S  bad  not 
made  so  many  reservations  of  seats  oa  the 
Bench,  in  the  three  courts  of  law,  and  tlie 
various  other  offices  of  rank,  and  emoln* 
ment««-8aid  he  wished  to  share  with  the 
Roman  Catholics  all  official  and  miaisterial 
power,  except  that  the  office  of  Chancellor 
seemed  particularly  attached  to  tlie  re- 
formed church— said  the  oath  in  the  ad 
of  1793* ought  to  j>e  simplified,  as  being  too 
long  and  too  obsciire  for  ordinary  compre* 
hension.«-Did  not«see  why  that  act  might 
not  be  amended  hereafter  m  these  respects. 
For  though  that  act  was  intended  as  a 
boundary  line,  a  ne  plus  ultra,  never  to  be 
jpassed ;  yet  if  the  spirit  and  purport  of  the 
bet  were  retained,  he  did  not  see  why  lbs 
reservations  might  not  be  done  away,  and 
the  oath  made  more  intelligible,  by  an  act 
to  amend  the  former.    Bnt  he  then  ap- 
pealed to  the  House  that  such  an  altera* 
tion  for  the  present  was  absolutely  imprac* 
ticable-w^very  one  knew  the  difficolties 
that  were  in   the  way — besides,  if  this 
House  had  the  power,  yet  it  was  not  pre- 
pared to  say  what  ought  to  be  given ;'  nor 
did  the  Roman  Catholics  appear  agreed 
what  they  ought  to  accept  of-«»mQch  less 
had   it    been    settled  what  arrangements 
ought  to  be  made.     No  good  result  there* 
fore  could   be  expected  from  the  going 
into  a  Coxnmittee,  whatever  mischief  it 
might  produce. 

2>o  much  for  the  participation  of  oScef« 
honours,  and  ministerial  power.  He  now 
begged  leave  to  make  some  observations 
on  that  part  of  the  petitioq^vhich  extend- 
ed to  legislative  power,  and  her^  he  par* 
ticularly  differed  from  his  right  hon.  friend. 
His  rignt  hon.  friend  sui^ely  could  not  be 
right,  when  he  considered  religion  merely 
as  a  concern  between  man  and  his  Creator, 
and  thought  that  if  we  were  all  Christians, 
religion  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  pon- 
stiiuiion ;  at)d  that  according  to  natural 
rights  and  original  priniLiples,  and  the  cir- 
cumstances of  these  iwo  countries,  the 
Houses  of  parliament  ought  to  be,  partly  ' 
Protestant  and  partly  Catholic.  *l%w  (he 
observed)  was  hot  the  constitution  of  Eng- 
land, and.  no  people'  possessed'  pf  such  a 
con«titnf Ion,  would  go  back  with  bis  right 
hon.  friend  to  natural  rights  and  'original 
principles.    He  tbeo  thpQ|;ht  bUa  irroog 


in  considerinff  the  oaths  taken  by  mem* 
bera»  ai  penaltiea  on  the  Catholics  of  Ire- 
land, and  in  confounding  t)ie  jicis  which 
imposed  them  with   pen^l  statdtei.     He 
hioiself  rather  considered  tbpse  oatbii  as 
tesu    ascertainijig    the  principles  of  an 
elected  member,  before  he  was  allowed  to 
take   his  Neat  or  roi*i.      D.d    the  *  right 
boh.    gentleman    consider    the   oath    of 
allegiance  as  a  penalty  }  If  so,  it  was  oul^ 
ft  penalty  upon  thoie  who  had  no  a1|egi« 
Ance,  and  di  i   not  apply  to  the  Irish  Ca- 
tho!:c.     Did  he  c«>nsider  the  qualification 
oath  ^  a  penalty  }    If  so,  it  was  a  penalty 
upon  every  man  who  had  not  a  freehold 
property  sufficient  for  a  seat  in  Parliament. 
Por  hi.4  own  part  he  found  himself  bound 
to  thtwe  constitutional  principles  to  which 
he  had  pie  Iged  himself  as  often  as  he  had 
taken  hjs  scat  in  parliament.      For  what 
niember  could  doubt  that,  when  he  took 
the  oiths at  that  tahlf ,  he  pledged  himself 
Ao  a  Protestant  constitution  }  or  that  those 
oaths  were  considered  by  the  parliaments 
iwhich  e.iacted  them,  as  the  best  means  of 
preserving  and  handing  down  our  consti- 
tution to  posterity  unimpaired  ?      Under 
that  solemn  obtigaiion    he   called   upon 
members  serlnu^ly  to  consider  what  was 
then  required  of  them  by  the  petition.  In* 
stead  of  continuing  to  be  themselves  the 
guardians  of  that  constitution  which  they 
were  bound  to  protect,  they  were  required 
SO  commit  that  sacred^uty  to  persons  of  a 
dtfiRsrent  description,  by  admitting  them 
U>  seats  in  that  House,  meny  however  ex« 
celient  in  themselves,  yet  of  those  reli- 
gious principles  against  which  our  ances- 
tors had  protested  at  the  Reformation ;  and 
wliich  principles  those  who*  managed  th^ 
Revolution   of    1788^  no    inconsiderable 
men,   and    the    succeeding,  parliaments, 
took  every  possible  means  to  guard  against. 
For  upon  this  part  of  the  subject  the  ques- 
tion was,  whether  those  against  whose  re- 
iigiuus  persuasions  we  had  protested,  could 
make  a  constituent  part  of  our  Protestant 
legislature.     One  woold  think  that  to  state 
the  question  fairly,  which  he  hoped  he 
did,  was  sufficient  to  shew  how  impossible 
it  was  for  parliament^  under  its  present 
(obligations,  to  accede  to  that  part  of  the 
prayer  of  the  petition.    He, had  no  ill- 
will  to  any  one  b/ecause  he  differed  from 
bim  in  r^lij^ious  opinions — he  did  not  com* 
plain  of  ihi  Roman  Catholics  for  wishing 
to  be  members  of  both  Houses-p-hcf  did 
^   not  condemn  tbf  m  if  (hejr  ^esired  to  par- 
take of  all  the  rights  of  the  constitution) 
ivi;))9iit  religions  BiktfQ^^^s. J,  but  bow  it 
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were  possible  to  preserre  a,  Protestant 
consVitiitioD  without  religious  distinctions^ 
was'  more  than  he  could  comprehend. 
But  he  said,  an  argument  had  been  uni* 
formly  urged  by  the' adyocate^  for  a  com* 
mitteej  gamely,  that  by  granting  tbe 
prayer  of  the  petition,  you  would  unitf  a 
divided  people;  vou  would  add  f<jur-fiftha. 
to  the  strength  of  the  country.  But  that^ 
even  as  a  supporter  of  ihp  petition,  he 
should  be  sorry  to  have  used  that  argn* 
ment.  For  the  penal '  laws  had  been  re- 
pealed in  consequence  of  their  good  coo* 
duct,  and  their  good  conduct  had  always 
induced  him  to  be  their  friei^d.  But,  if  m  * 
Ireland  they  were  now  a  dWided  people, 
the  prayer  of  the  petition  could  not  be 
granted  with  safety. 

'J  here  had  been  a  speech  indeed  by  an 
hon.  member,  under  the  gallery,  so^yi^est* 
ing  the  danger  that  might  arise  from  them 
in  case  of  invasion,  and  describing  theot 
in  such  a  manner,  as  he  hoped  did  not  ap- 
ply to  the  Roman  Catholics  generally,  or. 
to  any  county  in  Ireland^  except  that  of 
the  hon.  member.    That  for  his  own  part 
he  thought  very  differently  of  the  Ronua 
Catholics, — that  to  the  great  mass  of  the 
Roman  Catholics,  the.  elective  franchise, 
had  been  of  the  greatest  consequence,  it 
had  been, the  means  of  preserving  them  in. 
the  possession  of  their  farms,  and  he  waa 
happy  to  think  it  had  been  of  the  greatest 
service  to  theni|.    The  Itoman  Catholicism 
as  a  body,  are  noiW  growing  in  wealth,  in- 
dependence and  consideration,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  late  acts  in  their  favour- 
adopt  their  interests  and  encrease  their 
comforts.    While  suffered  to  live  in  p^ace. 
and  protected  by  the  laws,  they -will  ever, 
be.  as  indeed  they  are,  good  and  faithful 
subjects,  and  ready  to  defend  their  country*. 
Let  yeur  care  therefore  be  directed  to  tot, 
mass  of  the  Bp.man  Catholics,  and  (o  their 
happiness,  and  to  trust  to  their  good  s^nse. 
for  j>atriotism  and  allegiance. 

But  (he  said)  the  question  seems  hi?, 
therto  to.  have  been  confined  to  Ireland^ 
how  far  Ireland  would   be  benefitrd  o|. 
iniured  by  such  a  measure.     He<  wish-* 
ed   to  know  the    sentiments   of  Great. 
Britain.    The  Eoglish  members,  perhaps, 
say  the  British  or  the  .united  parliament 
never  yet  has  interfered  upon  this  parti* , 
cular  question*  and  ask  themselves,  wiib . 
respect  to  legislative. powers^  "shall  we 
now  or  ev,er.  inter fere-rw&y  should,  the , 
peace  wJ  settled  principles  of  this  counr 
try  be.  disturbed  ?  why; should  its  religious. 
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dkiicH '  complained  of  by  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholic's of  Ireland  were  acts  of  the  Irish 
parliament — -^l^e  statutes  by  which  they 
^ere  repealed' were  Irish  statutes— they 
"were  internal  regulations  for  that  country 
«^(ireat  Britain  wiis  not  affected  tfy  them* 
3^uC  t()'e  prayer  of  the  present  petition  goes 
tV  the  heart  of  the  le|jislature— ^-the  very 
structure' of  the  Houses  of  Parliament  is  at 
aiake."  How  far  then  (he  said}  the  peo- 
ple of  this  country,  who  under  their  pre- 
seht  constitution,  the  admiration  of  all 
<Aher  states,  have  enjoyed  such  blessings, 
jJeiaceat  hoine^  and  triumphs  abroad,  will 
admit  of*  such  alteration  in  the  represen- 
tation itself,  I  refer  to  y'ou.— Howjlong  any 
ifilnisleV  who  should  propose  such  an  al- 
teration, or  lend  it  his  couhtenance,  could 
lf6ld*his  situation  in  this  country,  I.  refer 
tSyW.  For' you  know  and  feel  that  the 
constitution  Ms  Proteslartl,  not  only  theo- 
Tfetically,  but  practically  and  substantially; 
th'At  the' church  is  intimately  connected 
afi8  •irii^r'woven  with  the'legrslature ;  that 
the  chOfch,  as  such,  sends  her  members  to 
tti'^  'House  of  Lords ;  that  the  benefiped 
jikfoch?al '  clergy,  as  such;  vote  for  mem- 
D^r^  uf  the  House  of  Commons ;  that  the 
i^6narch  hiitiself^  before  the  crown  is 
pfafced  upbn  his  head,  pledges  bimself  to 
pifocect' the  rights  of  the  established 
<^fch.  Whicih,  as  Blackstone  calls  it, 
^'  is  an  original  contract  between  the  King 
afid  hii^  people/'  So  far  as  attacks  have 
eV^r  succeeded  against  the  church,  they 
h'av6  equally  afiected  the  constitution ; 
that  the  Roman  Catholics  of  this  country 
in'^their  attempts  against  the  church,  had 
tWice^  nearly  overturned  the  constitution; 
that  the  dissenters  and  republicans  had 
cj^ce  overturned  both;  and  that  before 
th'e  Hanover  succession,  the  only  periods 
of' religious  peace  had  been,  when  unifor- 
BiHy  was  enforced ;  though  during  the 
refgns  of  the  present' royal  family,  the 
constitution  had  been  so  strong  as  to  bear 
whh  toleration  almost  unbounded ;  that  it 
therefore  seemed  to  hikh  to  have  been  for 
thd  sake  of  peace,  that  one  religion,  and 
one*  only,  should  be  established.  How 
then  could  he  be  peiliuaded,  that  to  in- 
trodnte  another  religion  into  competiticin 
with  thb  established  church,  wastne  way 
to  reconcile  parties  ?  He  said  he  spoke  no 
new  language  in  saying  the  church  and 
constitution  must  stand  or  faH  to|(ether ; 
that  he  was  supported  in  this  by  one  of  the 
greatest  men  this  cotifitlry  had  ever  pro- 
duced :  and  should  *  conclude  with:  his 
wohb.    "  The  constitQtion  tnd  chorch 


.'establishments  of  England  were  so  fax  be* 
lyond  the  suggestionof  human  contrivance* 
that  we*  ought  to  thank  God  for  l>oth  : 
Itreat  them  with  reverence^  and  never  se- 
parate them/' 

The  JVIarquis  of  Tavislock, — In  offisring 
'myself  to  your  notice,  I  rise,  Sir,  andcr  a 
considerable  degree  of  difficulty  and  em- 
barrassment.    Trusting,  however,    to    the 
indulgence  of  the  House,  for  having  ven- 
|tured  to  obtrude  myself  upon  its  attention 
when  so    many    gentlemen    niore   com- 
petent  than  myself   to  throw  li^t    on 
the  subject^  are  naturally  anxious  to  de- 
liver   their    sentiments ;   but    from    the 
importance'  of  the    interesting    question 
n<^w   before   the    House,  I  cannot    help 
feeling  some  anxiety  to  state' shortly  the 
reasons  which  induce  me  to  support  the 
proposition  of  the  right  hon.  gent,  for  going 
into  a  Committee^  to  enquire  what  relief 
may    be  just  or  necessary,  wise   or  po- 
litic, to  concede  to  the  claims  of  tbe  Ca- 
tholics of  Ireland.    In  the  course  of  the 
debate  I  have  heard  no  argument  that  ap- 
pears to  me  to  have  any  weight   against 
the   proposition  for  jB^ing  into  a  com- 
mittee ;  for  those  gentlemen  who  have  op- 
posed this  question^  have  contented  them- 
selves wholly  with  resisting  altogether  the 
Catholic  claims.     Now,  let  us  go  into  tbe 
committee^  and   enquire  fairly  how  far  it 
is  practicable  to  comply  with  those  claims, 
or  whether  it  may  be  wiser  to  reject  them 
aflerafull  and  fair  statement  of  the  cast 
on  both  sides. — Had  this  been  done  in  the 
first  instance,  you  would  have  avoided  all 
this  protracted  and  useless  discussion.  Yoii 
would  have  heard  what  the  Catholics  bad 
to  offer  on  their  parts ;  you  might  have 
stated  what  you  require  on  yours :  and 
whatever  the  result  might  be  of  your  in- 
quiry, even  though  it  should  be  to  refuse 
the    claims,     the     Catholics   would    not 
feel  they   were  indignantly    thrust  from 
your  bar  without  a  fair,  a  candid,  and 
dispassionate  hearing  :    they  would,  on 
the  contrary,    feel  that   you  had  eiven 
to  their  case  a  full,  impartial,  ana  de* 
liberate  consideration.     They  would  be 
satisfied  that- your  decision  was  the  re* 
suit  of  a  candid  and  dispassionate  investi- 
gation, and  you  would   not    send  away 
from  your  bar  four  millions  of  loyal  peopfe 
disgusted  at  the  rejection  of  tJieir  petition, 
without  hearing  what  they  had  to  propose, 
or  stating  what  you  required  of  tbem. 
They  would  say,  **  You  have  attended  to 
our  petition  ;   'you  have  *  patitrnlly  and 
impartially  examined  our  cMou:  yoa 
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Are  of  opiDion  (bat  we  have  no  case ;  at 
leaat  you  ha?e  heard  us.  and  we  bow  to 
your  decision.''     And  *I    appeal    to  the 
good  sense  and  moderation  of  the  House, 
whether  this  would  not  be  a  wiser  course 
to  pursue,  than  to  dismiss  from  your  bar 
tho^e  claims  unexamined,  and  thereby  ex- 
cite the  discontents  of  so  many  millions  of 
your  fellow  subjects.     I  really  think,  ,Sir, 
It  would  be  a  more  dignified!  conduct  on 
your  part,  to  approach  the  Catholics,  and 
say  to  ibem,  '*  We  are  ready  to  concede 
what  you  wish,  provided  you  are  willing 
to  concede  what,  we  ask  of  you,  as  a  rea- 
sonable security  to  the  stability  of  our 
Established  Church/'     With   respect. to 
the  Veto^  about  which  so  much  has  been 
said,  I  am  unwilling  to  give  any  opinion  ; 
but  I  own  it  appears  to  mc  a  novel   pro- 
position, calculated   rather  to  embarrass 
the  question,  and  throw  new  difliculties  in 
the  way  of  its  discussion,  than  to  answer 
any  good  purpose ;  for  I  question  much 
whether  it  can  do  any  service  to  the  Pro- 
testant government,  or  produce  any  im- 
provement in  the  appointment  of  the  Ca- 
tholic bishops  ;  and  I  much  question  also 
whether,  in  all  events,  it  is  a  point  to 
which  the  Catholics  can  accede,  consist- 
ently with  their  religious  scruples.    Be 
that  as  it  may,  I  am  for  conciliating  the 
Catholics,  but  not  without  providing  for 
the  necessary  guards  and  securities  of  the 
Protestant  establishment.    Both  should  be 
regulated  at  the  same  moment;    mutual 
concession  will   produce  mutual  concilia- 
tion :  the  Catholics,  I  am  sure,  will  cheer- 
fully meet  you  halfway.;  and  if  the  disci-, 
pline  of  their  church  forbids  them  to  con- 
sent to  the  Veto,  sure  I  aia  that  they  will 
readily  acquiesce  in  such  measures  as  may 
be  devised  by  the  united  wisdom  of  par- 
liament, to  guar.d  against  the  nomination 
or  controul   over  their  prelacy    by  any 
hostile  or  foreign  power.     From  the  ex- 
perience of  the  last  century,  and  the  high 
and  honourable  testimony  borne  in  tne 
course  of  this  discussion  to  their  exem- 
plary characters,  you. can  have  no  danger 
to  apprehend    from    the    prelacy :    but 
strange  as  it  may  seem,  the  opposers  qf 
this  qCiestion  appear  to  found  their   chief 
Apprehensions  of  danger  upon  that  rever- 
end class  of  men  ;  ibr  no  man  has  pre- 
sumed to  call  into  question  the  loyalty  of 
the  Catholic  laity, — to  impeach  the  fealty 
df  the  Catholic  gentry, — or  of  any  class 
of  the  Catholic  people,— vhich  they  have 
testified  by*  their  valour  and  sealed  with 
their  blood,  in  your  cause^  in  eve  r  >    al- 


ter of  t,he  globe,  and  Which  tiiey  areagaili 
ready  to  testify  in  defence  of  toese  couil* 
tries,— against  the  hostile  aggressiomr  oi 
the  common  foe  ;  and  you  have  it  in  your 
power  to  redouble  their  ardour  in  yom; 
cause,  and  fortify  your  securities  against  th6 
dangers  that  surround  and  threaten  you, 
by  conciliating  their  affections  and  uniting 
them  with  you  by  ,equai  interests,  in  de-» 
fence  of  those  constitutional   blessings  iu 
fthjch  they  claim  a  common  share  as  their 
birth-right,— and  which  without  t|ieir  as* 
sistance  you  cannot   eSectuUlly   defend* 
Have  you  any  thing. to  fear  from  the  Ca^ 
tholics  of  England  T    Has  a«iy  man  ven* 
tored  to  cdii  their  loyalty  into  question  \ 
Or  is  there  a  gentleman  who  has  spokelt 
of  their  character,  that  has  not< borne  the 
most  honourable  testimony  to  tbeir  un* 
shaken  loyalty,  their  uoimpeached  morals^ 
and  their  social  virtues  ?     But  even  those 
considerations  out  of  the  •  question,  the 
comparative  paucity    of  their   numbeim 
would  leave  you  little  ground  for  appre* 
hension.  •  But.  look  to  Ireland,  where  the 
Catholic  popjalation  out -numbers  the^Pro<» 
testant  as  four  to  one.  Does  the  government 
of  that  country  express  any  fears  on  this 
account?     Is  the  Protestant  establishment 
there  in  any  danger,  according  to  the  sen- 
timents of  the  Protestant  inhabitants.^  oa 
the   contrary,  have    you    not  seen   the 
change  which  has  taken  place  in  the  Pro* 
testant  mind  of  that  country  ?     Is  it  now 
the  desire  of  the  Protestant  inhabitants  of 
Ireland,  that  their  Catholic    neighbours 
and  fellow- subjects  should  any  longer  re«> 
main  under  disabilities  on  account  of  tbeif 
religious  tenets  ?     On  the  contrary  I  will 
venture  to  a3sert,  because  I  have  it  from, 
the  best  information,  and  I  am  borne  out 
by  the  most  respectable  testimony  in  the 
course  of  this  di^bate,  that  if  the  t^rotes- 
tants  of  Ireland  were  to  be   polled  upon' 
this  question,  nine-tenths  of  them  would 
vote  in  favour  of  the  present  clajms  of 
their  Catholic  countrymen.     And  indeed, 
can  it  be  supposed  for  a  moment,  that 
the  Catholics,  after  a  century  of  pVoscrip* 
tibn,  now  seek  a  sanctuary  under  the  con-* 
stitution,  only  for  the  purpose  of  subvert* 
ing  it  ?     Or  that  they  wul  be  less  loyal 
under  a  system  of  mildness,  of  lenity,  of 
protection,  of   indulgence,  of  liberty ,«-< 
than  they  were  under  one  of  penalty,  of 
persecution,  of  proscription  in  their  na-. 
live  land  ?     What  have  you  witnessed  in 
the  character  of  the  Catholic,  that  can 
lead  you. to  believe  he  is  less  fond  of  the 
liberty  you  prize,  les|  warm  In  his  de* 
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TOlion  t6  tte  ef^ffstitd'tibn  yoQ  Tenerate, 
than  any  HifnongRt  yoti  i  Born  and  edu- 
cated in  the  san^e  land,  protected  toder 
Ibe  stale  gotemmertt,  nfirtared  in  tfie 
tame  politfcal  ideafs  wftK  yourselves, 
whence  can  voti  justify  (certainty  -not 
from  his  conciuct)  the  monstrous  condu- 
tion^tliat  he  is  that  venomous  reptite>  who 
would  sting  to  de^th  the  bosom  that  had 
cheered  him  to  life  ? 

As  to  the  objectionyi  that  have  beeri 
nrged  oh  ^he  afledj^ed  inexpediency  of 
the  present  time>  it  h  in  my  ibind  at  once 
the  most  fbtile  and  the  most  dangerous, 
and  of  all  bthers  the  roost  f^tal  to  mea- 
gut^s  of  Wholesotne  reform  :  it  shuts  the 
door  agafnst  political  truth,  and  would  be 
eqiially  a  bar  against  the  introduction  of 
askf  improvement  in  the  st^te  of  nations, 
moral,  political,  or  scientific.  It  is  an 
irgument  always  dangerous  in  it*  ten- 
dency, iAi  ii^defihite  in  its  ifxtent.  One 
iet  of  gentlemen  say,  "  The  measure  of 
conciliation  might  be  a  good  thing  of  it-* 
i^lf^^but  the  time  is  ahfit  fbr  it.'^  Aho* 
thler  set  ef  gentleriien  say^  ''  Thsit  how- 
ever feasible  it  may  be  in  the  abstract,  it 
is  a  dangerdus  itiriovatioh  ifipon  the  prin- 
ciples laid  doWn  by  the  wisdom,  of  our 
ancestors,  wbicli  ihould  be  our  guide  in  a 
AiAttfet*  of  iuth  seridu^  iihportance  ?'' — as 
if  inf  one  itt  of  ineti«  in  aiiy  one  era, 
lilgislaiittg  ujioii  the  beit  judgment  they 
cbafd  forb  of  the  future  by  the  present 
and  the  past,  were  to  arrogate  more  wis- 
dom than  all  subsequent  generations,  and 
diit  too  upon  subjects,  where  the  Subse- 
(jnent  generation  must  be  infinitely  more 
cooipetedt  to' judge,  haring  all  ihe  advan 
ttges  of  practical  ^xperi^nce  upbn  the 
•uqect  before  it.  Such  an  argument  is 
directly  subversive  of  all  the  ^reat  princi- 
ples 01^ which  huttfan  wisdbm  is  founded, 
a(nd  might  be  equally  tArell  applied  against 
^e  reyolut26n;  the'  conkitbtibn,  the  re- 
fbnnation,  ^nd  the  iritroduction  of  Chris- 
tianity itself,  which  were  all  innovations 


Upon' the'  syirteni^  that  pteti6ed  them..  hoDes?    Now,  Sir,  ptace  with  the  people 
""  --■     -      -     ^  .^    of  Ireland  is  that  which  is  the  rodstanx{- 


ttom  stioh  reascftirhg  as  thii,  therefore 
Would  follow  that  M  iAnprovemehts  are 
tb  be  rejected;  and  when  sucfh  ar$(um'ents 
^  dloWed  atiy  Weight,  it^  f^iiii  shev^  to 
tte  Woirld  what  sletfdef  hfopei  thVre  afe 
ftftdvit  amendmenr,  or  even  of.  remaining 
9ii  we  aVe,  abd  tthlbk  c^s  in4he  ridiculous 
tlew  of  bbing  determined  to  rcj'ict  all  les: 
abns  of  etperieiii(ce,^to  siSut  our.  eyes 
a)^hiir  the  light  of  ttHih  hbiirlV  reSected 

tfieburbVtb^iei^ri^nWofsurrbuiiding. ,     .  .  ^.    , 

iflttbttMb  taaiWi^  eh^ii  and  ii&l  ibt  awt  fieceU^rify fot&w  fixm  oi^  iof* 


ously  to'  be  desired,  because  n\ost  press-, 
ingly  demanded  by  our  situation,  and 
nlost  essential  to  our  common  safety.  I 
do  most  earnestly  deprecate  any  con- 
duct towards  the  Catholic  people  of  Ire* 
land,  tdat  may  place  them  in  a  statei 
ot  dfsgiist  and  hostility  towarcis  os,  I 
de^tore^  the  animosities,  the  hearM>Qrn- 
ings,t^e  division^  which  the  rejectioo  of 
this  committee  will  ine^ita^lye^^iief  sod 


U\  their  consequences.  I  wish  gentYemeif 
to  bear  in  mmd  the  wi^  observation  of 
my  lord  Bacon  ;   *'  Time  is   the   greatest 

innovator;  if  time  shall  in  its  course  alter 
things  for    the  worse,  and   council    and 
wisdom  shall  hot  alter  them  for  the  better, 
what  shall  he  the  end  ?'* — And  what  s6all 
be  the  end,  if  year  after  year,  %^e  pt^rsist 
in  the  same  obstinate  refusal  to   listen   to 
the  cohiplafnti  and  supplications  of  four 
millions  of  our  fel loW-su I >ject&,  entitled  by 
their  birth-rights  to  the  same  ric^bts   as 
ourselves,  and  which  without  tl\etr  zealous 
co-dperation  we  shall  be  unable  to  defend 
olr  iretain  ? 

I  could  Wish  to  have  said  a  tew   words 
on  the  subj«>ct  of  the  pledge  givt^n  to  the 
Catholics  of  Ireland,  to  secure  tlieir  sap*' 
port  to  the  measure  of  Union.     But  thst 
has  been  argued  already,  and  so  ably,  by 
hoii.  gentlemen  near  ine,  as  ti»  xender  any 
thing  from  me  upon  the  subject  quite  un- 
necessary.    I  cannot,  however,  agree  wiih 
the  noble  lord  opposite  to  me  (Castlereagh) 
as  to  the  effect  produced  by  the  frec|ueot 
a|;ibitions  of  this  question.     I  think  the 
speeches  of  those  able  and  eloquent  ad- 
vocates who  have  supported  the  Catholic 
cause  must  have  made  a  forcible  impress 
sibn;  and  I  am  convinced  from  general      i 
observation,  thai  the  more  it  is  discussed, 
the  more  clearly   it  is  understood,   the 
m'o^e  are  ancfent  prejudices  dissipated,  the 
more  are  its  friends  increased,  and   the 
number  of  its  disinterested  opponents  di- 
minished.    But  is  it  matter  of  wonder  i( 
afcer  what  the  Catholics  of  Ireland  were 
taiught  to  expect  at  the  Union,— if^  afier 
havmg  repeatedly  since  urged  their  peci- 
tions,— if  after  the  frequent  discussions 
their  claims  have   undergone  from  tlvat 
time  to  this,  yet  without  obtaining  any 
thing  more  than  they  got  from  the  Irish 
parliament,  in  which  they  were  forbidden 
to  hope  any  longer,  that  theysho'old  feel 
inipsitient  and   irritlible  from  successive 
disappointment    to    their    most   anxioas 
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feriog  the  l<ii^  renmaniof  iliote  penal 
1  wt  ib^t  contijMie  to  disgrace  our  statute 
books*  to  oppress  aiid  degrade  any  longer 
biir  Catholic  fellov -subjects.    If  any  man 
still  harbours  a  semUnent  of  distrust  to  the 
fidelity  of  the  Catholics;    if  any  man 
doubts  Ibeir  loyalty,  let  him  look  to  the 
history  of  their  conduct  through  a  century 
of  the  most  galling  oppressions,  while 
thai  loyalty  was  goaded  by  a  thousand  in- 
Ikuking  motives,  and  stimiualed  by  count- 
Jess  provocations,  which  might  have  roused 
the  most  Insensible  to  resbtance  and  rebel* 
lion  :-«but  to  which  they  submitted  with 
unexampled  fortitude  and  patience  :«*-viro 
tues  which,  as  evinced  by  tnem»  have  been 
sometimes  urged    as   arguments  against 
their  emancipation ;    because   proois  of 
that  passive  obedience  and  non-resistance 
charged  on  their  religion  as  a  tenet  which 
rendered  its  professors  unfit  for  liberty.— 
Does  any  man  doubt  their  attachment  to 
the  British  empire,  or  their  seal  and  valour 
in  proof  of  that  attachment  ?   I  refer  him 
to  the  annals  of  British  triumph  in  tvery 
quarter  of  the  globe  for  the  last  half  cen- 
tury.   I  refer  bim  to  our  scenes  of  military 
operation  during  the  present  war  in  Asia, 
in  Spanish  America,  in  Portugal,  in  Spain, 
in  Holland,  in  Germany,  in  the  Mediter- 
ranean ;*-and  I  refer  him  to  the  history  of 
your  naval  victories  in  every  part  of  the 
world.^There  he  will  God  that  some  of  the 
proudest  trophies  that  adorn  our  standards 
or  blazon  the  pages  of  our  history,  were  won 
by  Irish  Catholics.    And  if  he  will  look  at 
home,  and  ask  who  are  amongst  the  bravest 
defenders  of  our  security,— that  recruit 
our  armies  for  abroad,*-that  crowd  the 
ranks  of  the  Irish  militia  at  home,--«and 
that  contribute  so  numerously  to  manning 
of  our  jQkets  ?— He  will  find  the  same  an- 
swers—Irish  Catholics.    These   are   the 
meu,  \^  hose  valour  can  afford  us  a  strong 
arm  in  the  hour  of  adversity  and  danger : 
— and  against  such  men  we  perpf.tuate  a 
system  of  unjust  and  proscriptive  laws,  auad 
refuse  even  to  enuuire  into  the  nature  of 
their  petitions,  or  bow  far  it  is  practicable 
OD  any  ground  to  redress  the  grievances  of* 
which    they  complain  .'—Redress    those 
grievances,— -reciprocate  with  your  Ca- 
tholic fellow-subjepts  the  sentiments  of 
mutual  confidence  and  affection^-ivhidi 
alone  can  render  you  strong  and  impreg- 
nable.   If  the  Catholics  ot  Ireland  have 


conciliatmn  I  How  mach  more  effectually 
can  you  avail  yourselves  of  their  energiei^ 
if  you  grant  their  petition.  Ireland  would 
then  become  a  new  sinew  of  strength  in 
the  body  of  the  empire.  She  will  be 
added,  in  all  the  vigour  ofhe^zeal  and 
her  power,  to  your  national  resources. 
You  would  no  longer  haye  to  consider  her 
as  a  conquered  country;  you  would  no 
longer  have  to  complain,  that  Ireland  is 
the  most  vulnerable  part  of  the  British 
empire.  I  will  not  trespass  longer  on  the 
time  and  patience  of  the  House.  1  have 
endeavoured  to  argue  shortly  the  twe 
broad  features  of  the  case  before  us,  via^ 
the  justice  and  the  policy  of  the  measure, 
and  hare  endeavoured  to  shew  my  reasons 
for  thinking  it  is  both  wise  and  expedient 
to  consult  the  one,  and  to  acknowledge 
the  other.  In  God's  name,  then,  let  me 
conjure  the  House  to  concede  this  ques- 
tion, not  as  a  matter  of  triumph  to  any 
party,  but  of  safety  to  all.  I  can  assure 
the  house  that  I  am  not  actuated  on  thif 
occasion  by  any  feeling  of  hostility  to* 
wards  his  Majesty's  ministers,  but  I  die 
bring  with  me  feelings  of  affection  for  the 
Catholics  of  Ireland  (arising  from  a  sense 
of  the  justice  of  their  claims)  and  of 
anxiety  for  the  welAure  of  my  country  ; 
and  I  therefore  implore  the  House  to  go 
into  the  committee,  and  at  least  Let  the 
claims  of  four  millions  of  his  Majesty '# 
loyal  subjects  be  fairly,  temperately,  am 
impartially  discussed.  Conciliation  to  the 
Catholics  would  be  strength  to  you,  am^ 
the  affection  of  the  people  your  surest  de- 
fence. 

Sir  T.  TVreoik  Sir,  I  shall  detain  Ihe 
House  by  a  very  few  words.  I  can  assure 
the  House  there  is  no  gentleman  who  has 
spoken  in  fitvnur  of  the  Catholic  cla'unf 
more  anxious  to  conciliate  than  I  am,  and 
if  I  thought  what  is  now  required  could 
be  safely  granted^  I  would  l^e  as  aealoue 
for  it  as  the  wannest  friend  of  Ireland  ; 
—and  not  only  for  the  complete  ,emanci» 
pation  of  the  Catholics,  but  of  every  sect 
m  the  country  debarred  of  constitutional 
privileges  on  account  of  religious  opinions; 
no  man  is  more  anxious  than  myself  to 
keep  power  from  the  hands  of  bigotry  and 
intolerance.  But  then  the  diflScuhi^ 
which  have  been  stated  against  the  quesr 
tion  I  am  not  competent  easily  to  sur* 
mount.    It  has  been  said  that  the  Veto  pro# 


adhered  to  you  with  fidelity  and  valour  posed  for  the  adoption  of  the  Catholics  as  a 
under  so  many  causes  of  disgust  and  disal-  preliminary  to  any  entertainment  of  their 
^ction;— bow  entirely  you  can  anake  them  claims,  is  a  mere  stalking-horse  toem- 
|our  own  by  kindness,  by  redress,  and  barr^ss  the  question  ;  if  so,  I  shall  be^the 
VOL.  xviJ.  J     R  £9] 
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laat  to  uphold  it.  But>  Sir«  I  find  it  coines^ 
in  the  first  instance,  in  the  shape  of  a  pro- 
position firom  the  clergy  of  the  church  of 
Rome  themselves :— and  if  they  now  re- 
tract, what  security  have  we  thai  they  will 
accede  io  any  proposition  made  by  us,  or 
any  pledge  offered  for  them  by*  their 
friends  ?  This,  Sir,  is  ray  objection  to  go 
Into  a  Committee;  and  my  opinion  is;that 
there  never  wa^-d  time  more  ill  chosen  for 
carrying  forward  this  question.  For  let 
sne  ask,  if  we  should  go  into  this  com- 
mittee, would  it  not  be  with  an  opinion 
that  the  Veto  was  indispensably  necessary ; 
and  have  we  any  assurance  whatever  that 
this  Veto  would  be  conceded  ?  What  then 
would  be  the  result  of  your  leaving  tirat 
chair.  Sir,  to  let  us  resolve  into  the  com- 
mittee, why  we  should  have  the  intolerance 
of  thtr  Protestant  conflicting  with  the  ob- 
stinacy of  the  Catholic  : — and  after  dis- 
cussing, as  we.  have  already  done  for  suc- 
cessive days  and  nights,  we  should  come 
t>ut  of  the  committee  worse  and  more  ex- 
asperated than  we  had  gone  into  it.  If 
any  adequate  and  satisfactory  security  can 
be  given  for  the  liberties  of  this  country 
under  this  concession,  no  man  will  be 
more  ready  to  vote  for  full  emancipation 
than  myselfj  because  no  man  more  a)>hors 
every  thing  in  the  shape  of  intolerance: 
but  until  we  have  some  authentic  assur- 
ance that  such  security  will  be  given, 
and  until  we  have  some  explanation  as  to 
the  nature  of  that  security,  I  see  no  good 
purpose  on  earth,  that  can  be  answered 
by  going  into  the  committee,  and  there- 
tore  cannot  vote  for  it. 

Colonel  To/to.  Sir,  unwilling  as  I  am  to 
trespass  upon  the  patience  of  the  House, 
yet  I  feel  it  my  duty  not  to  give  a  silent 
vote  upon  a  question  which  I  deem  to  be 
f>f  the  huEhest  importance  to  the  empire  at 
large.  This  subject  has  already  been  so 
fully  and  ably  discussed  by  my  right  hon. 
iHend  who  opened  this  debate  on  a  former 
night,  that  it  would  be  presumption  in  me 
to  attempt  to  throw  any  new  light  upon  it, 
particolarly  after  the  manner  in  which  it 
nas  already  been  illustrated  by  the  several 
bon.  members  who  have  delivered  their 
■entimeats  on  this  side  of  the  House,  with 
all  of  wbom  I  perfectly  coincide  in  opinion, 
axcapt  the  hon.  member  below  me,  the 
xaamW  for  SH^o.  To  say  nothing  of  the 
iltiberality  of  withholding  the  benefit  of  the 
col^titution  from  so  large  a  proportion  of 
the  population  of  Ireland,  as  your  pe- 
ttti9Qers  represent,  in  a  political  point  of 
riew,  i(  may  be  of  the  most  material  pon- 
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sequence  that  the  prayer  of  this  PetitioTi 
should  be  immediately  attended  to  in  the 
fullest  extent ;  and  if  ever  there  existed  a 
moment  in  which  a  doubt  could  have  been 
entertained  on  the  policy  of  this  meaaare, 
that  doubt  miist    now    vanish  froai    the 
minds    of  all    thinking  men,  wben    tbe 
whole  continent  of  Europe,  if  not  already 
united  against  you,  is  at  least  under  the 
controul  of  the  most  implacable  and  for- 
midable enemy  this  country  ever  had  to 
contend  with.     It    is  obvious   from  the 
character  of  Buonaparte,  whose  gigantic 
projects  can  only  be  realized  by  the  sub- 
jugation of  this  country,  that  he  will  torn 
the  vast  resources  which  he  pgssesses,  and 
which  may  be  said  to  be  almost  unem- 
ployed, against  'the  most  accessible   and 
vulnerable  part  of  the  empire.     I   need 
hardly  say  I  mean  Ireland.    Even  if  ti 
should  be  contended  that  the  superiority  ot 
our  marine  can,  for  a  long  time,  disable  a 
power  who*  has    at    his    command    an 
extent    of'  coast    from    St.    Petersburgh 
to  Constantinople  from  becoming  a  for- 
midable naval  one ;   still.  Sir,  from   the 
disastrous  turn  of  .affairs  in  Spain,  which 
has  placed   that  unfortunate  country   at 
the  foot  of  Buonaparte,  is  it  to  be  expected 
he  will   long  delay   at  least  an  attempt 
to  invade  Ireland  from  that  quarter;  and 
if  ever  such   an  attempt  could   wear  a 
prospect  of  success,  it  must  do  so  from  its 
being  made  from  5pain,  from  whence  one 
leading  wind  will  convey  the  enemy  to  the 
Irish  coast,  whilst  our  fleets  might  bede* 
tained  in  harbour  by  the  very  wind  which 
enabled  him  to  pot  to  sea.     It  is  a  singular 
fact,  that  there  has  long 'existed  among 
the  lower  order  of  Irish  a  traditional  be- 
lief, that  if  ever  that  country  can  be  sub- 
dued it  will  be  by  a  force  departing  firpm 
the  shores  of  Spain.    With  respect  to  the 
latter  country,  it  may  not  be  too  strong  an 
opinion  to  hazard,  that  had  the  object  of 
the   present    petition  been  granted  two 
years  ago,  the  affairs  of   the  peninsula 
might  now  wear  a  very  difierent  aspect 
from  what  they  unfortunately  do  at  pre- 
sent.    I  have  not  the  smallest  doubt  in  my 
mind  that  by  those  means  you  might  have 
increased  your  army  to  any  amount  you 
pleased,  and  it  may   be  no  wild  specula* 
tionto  suppose,  that   100,000  Irishmen, 
professing  the  same  religion,  and  believed 
by  the  Spaniards  themselves  to  be  de« 
scendod    from  the  same    original  stock, 
would  be  received  with  greater  cordiality 
and  confidence,  than  an  army  supposed  to 
consist  of  avowed  encmiet  to  the  Cai^olio 
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tffllgion — an  id«a  which  must  have  made 
c*onsiden^Ie  impreaiion  on  their  minds* 
The  few  indolgencea  which  have  been 
ahevrn  to  oar  fellow  «jbject8  professing 
that  religion,  could  Buonaparte  have  dic- 
tated a  line  of  conduct  more  likely  than 
mny  other  to  hasten  the  accomplishment  of 
his  views,  it  would  be  that  which  has  been 
pursued  by  his  Majesty's^  advisers  with  re- 
spect to  Ireland.  To  those  who  would  re- 
aist  the  claim  of  four  millions  of  brave 
and  loyal  subjects  to  equal  participation  in 
civil  rigbtSf  thereby  depriving  them  of 
the  greatest  inducement  to  unite  against 
the  common  enemy,  the  ground  of  an 
imaginacy  danger  to  the  established 
church,  is  almost  too  contemptible  and  ab- 
surtl  to  notice.  There  are  others,  who 
professing  (with  the  noble  lord,  and  the 
right  hon  gent,  his  late  colleague)  to  ac* 
knowledge  the  equity  of  their  claims,  and 
the  policy  of  eventually  acceding  to  it, 
would  have  you  believe  the  present  mo- 
ment is  not  a  time  when  such  a  concession 
would  properly  be  made ;  to  those.  Sir,  I 
can  only  say,  the  sooner  a  measure,  the 
expediency  of  which  is  not  denied,  is 
adopted,  the  better.  Every  day  it  is 
delayed  is  a  day  lost.  I  shall,  therefore. 
Sir,  give  my  vote  for  going  into  a  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  BfriMrd.— Sir,  as  one  of  the  repre- 
sentatives fbr  Ireland,  I  cannot  give  the 
vote  which  I  intend  opon  this  question, 
without  shortly  declanng  the  principles 
by  which  I  am  actuated.  Although  I  feel 
as  anxious  as  any  member  of  this  House 
to  conciliate  the  affections  of  my  Catholic 
countrymen,  by  ceding  to  their  wishes 
every  thing  compatible  with  the  actual 
security  of  a  Protestant  constitution,  and 
although  no  man  more  earnestly  desires  to 
extend  to  them  what  they  now  ask,  under 
proper  guards,  yet,  when!  know  the  great 
influence  which  the  Catholic  clergy,  and 
particularly  the  hierarchy,  hold  over  the 
minds  and  conduct  of  their  flocks;  when  I 
feel  the  vital  necessity  that  exists  now 
more  than  ever,  for  guarding  that  influ- 
ence from  foreign  intrigue,  and  when  I 
consider  the  late  resolutions  of  the  general 
Catholic  committee  in  Ireland,  refusing  to 
give  to  the  government  any  controul  what- 
ever over  the  appointment  of  the  Catholic 
bishops^  I  for  one  can  never  consent  to 
give  the  Catholics  a  share  in  legislation  or 
power,  so  long  as  they  adhere  to  that  prin- 
ciple. But  even  if  we  wei^  to  grant  what 
•the  Catholics  now  ask,  by  a  total  repeal 
•f  the  remaining  restrictions  over  them, 


with  a  view  to  their  perfect  conciliatioa 
and  contentment,  I  do  not  think  we  should 
be  at  all  successful.  In  fact.  Sir,  I  have 
no  hopes  of  satisfying  the  great  body  of 
the  Catholics,  by  any  concession  we  can 
make  on  the  present  question,  consistent]  j 
with  the  security,  and  indeed  the  exist- 
ence of  a  Protestant  establishment.  That 
which  they  now  claim  is  calculated  only 
to  gratify  the  ambition  of  the  comparative 
few — and  the  want  of  which  cannot  be 
felt  by  the  great  majority^  with  whom, 
therefore,  that  wanf  can  be  no  grievance. 
There  are  other  grounds  of  discontent  in- 
Bnitely  more  prominent  in  the  minds  of 
the  Catholic  population  of  Ireland,  that 
are  at  the  same  time  so  interwoven  with 
the  very  existence  of  a  Protestant  esta- 
blishment, which,  unless  you  are  prepared 
eithier  wholly  to  surrender  or  most  mate* 
rially  alter,  you  do  nothing  to  the  purpose 
of  general  conciliation:  I  mean  the  system 
of  tytbes,  equally  felt  by  other  sects.  But 
on  all  other  subjects  the  Catliolics  of  Ire- 
land at  this  moment  enjoy  every  privilege 
and  protection  necessary  to  their  freedom, 
prosperity  and  happiness,  as  well  ^s  every 
other  sect  of  dissenters  in  the  country* 
They  have  the  free  exercise  of  their  reli- 
gion. They  have  a  college  endowed  at 
the  public  expence,  for  the  education  of 
their  clergy :  all  the  sources  of  Uarning, 
of  science,  of  commercial  and  professional 
avocation,  and  wealth,  are  open  to  them, 
as  well  as  to  the  rest  of  the\r  fellow-sub* 
jects^  with  the  exception  only  of  the  legis- 
lature and  of  those  high  offices  in  the 
power  of  the  state,  which  is  is  impossible 
for  you  to  transfer  to  them,  so  long  aa 
they  acknowledge  a  foreign  influence  over 
their  minds  and  principles.  And  in  as 
much  as  the  Catholics  under  this  system 
have  acquired  considerable  property,  and 
as  their  strength  must  increase  with  the 
strength  of  their  country,  it  is  for  the  inte- 
rest of  the  Catholic  as  well  as  of  the  Pro- 
testant that  we  should  look  with  a  jealous 
and  vigilant  eye  towards  every  chance  of 
foreign  influence  over  so  numerous  a  por- 
tion of  the  population  of  the  country ; 
more  especially  at  this  moment,  and  in 
the  present  situation  of  Europe.  For  there 
is  no  man  who  knows  the  influence  of  tho 
Pope  over  the  Catholic  mind  of  Ireland, 
and  reflects  that  the  present  Pope  is  imder 
tho^mmediate  power  of  Buonaparte,  nay, 
that  he  holds  his  office  and  his  very  exist* 
ence  at  the  discretion  and  mercy  of  that 
man,  who  looks  to  the  subversion  of  this 
'empire  as  to  the  last  achievement  necta- 
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tary  to  cnmn  his  ambition,  and  confirm 
his  domination  over  the  world; — I  say. 
Sir,  it  is  impossible  for  any  man  who  re- 
flects on  these  thipgs,  and  knows  the  atow- 
ed  designs  of  that  conqueror  upon  Ireland^ 
not  (o  look  with  alarm  at  the  means  now 
in  his  power  of  influencing  in  his  favour 
four  millions  of  his  Majesty's  Catholic 
subjects.  It  is  for  these  reasons,  Sir,  that  I 
cannot  consent  to  give  political  power  or 
influence  to  the  Catholics,  by  yielding  this 
measure,  unless  his  Majesty  is  inveftted 
with  as  complete  a  controul  over  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  Catholic  hierarchy  of 
Ireland,  as  he  holds  over  every  other  sect 
of  dissenters,  and  totally  independent  of 
all  foreign  influence  whatever.  I  am  far 
from  thinking.  Sir,  that  there  are  not  very 
many  persons  amongst  the  Catholics  of 
Ireland  tvho  are  men  of  the  firmest  loy- 
alty and  most  exalted  truth,  to  Whom  it  is 
desirable  to  concede  every  privilege  of  the 
constitution,  consistent  with  our  security^ 
and  I  know  that  they  are  as  much  inter- 
ested in  that  security  as  we  can  be:  but 
so  long  as  the  Catholics  acknowledge  a 
*  foreign  influence  over  their  religious  dis- 
ciplirie,  and  refuse  to  his  Majesty  any 
controul  or  interference  whatever  in  the 
.appointment  of  those  ecclesiastical  supe- 
riors who  hold  so  absolute  a  sway  over 
their  mhids  an(l  motives,^  I  think  it  impos- 
sible for  us  to  concede  this  measure.  It  is 
therefore  with  themselves  to  remove  the 
impediment.  Beside,  Sir,  as  I  before 
observed,  with  a  view  to  the  perfect  con- 
ciliation and  contentment  of  the  great  body 
of  Catholics,  there  are  other  points  still 
more  necessary  than  this  to  concede :  and 
more  especially  d  modification  of  tythes, 
which  forms  by  much  the  most  general 
ground  of  discontent  in  that  country:  and 
convinced  I  am  that  you  would  do  infi- 
nitely more  towards  conciliation  and  tran- 
quillity in  Irel^and  by  an  effective  regula- 
tion on  this  bead,  than  by  any  thing  you 
could  do  to  gratify  th^  ambition  of  the 
higher  orders. 

Mr.  PameU.^^At  this  protracted  period 
«f  the  debate,  and  late  hour  of  the  night, 
I  shall  not  enter  so  much  into  detail  on  this 
question  as  I  should  have  done  if  I  had 
sooner  been  called  upon  by  the  chair. 
[Mr.  Parrtell  had  risen  repeatedly  to  ad- 
dress the  House  in  the  course  of  this  and 
the  last  nieht's  debate.]  I  shall  confine 
mvself  principally  to  the  new  obstacle 
which  has  arisen  In  the  way  of  carrying 
the  otHect  of  the  petitioners.  In  respect 
to  the.  Veto,  the  necessity  of  it  rests  alto- 
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gether  upon  the  degree  of  daoger  tli«t  n 
to  be  apprehended  from  foreign  infloence; 
for  my  part,  I  cannot  *  see  this  dan^^er  in 
the  light  that  many  do  who  have   spoken 
on  this  subject.  1  cannot  agree  wHH  thof« 
who  conceive  it  possible  for  the  Pope  in 
any  way  to  subvert  our  establisbmenu. 
History  proves  to  us,  that  long  before  the 
period  of  the  Revolution,  all  tb«  political 
influence  of  the  Pope,  with  respect  to  thb 
country,  had  ceased.     His  power   after- 
wards "became  absolutely  insignificant ; 
and  durinff  the  whole  of  the  question  be- 
tween the  Houses  of  Stuart  and  Brunswick, 
it  was  notoriotis  thai  the  Pope  could  not 
stir  one  Roman  Catholic  in  Ireland.      1 
therefore  feel  no  hesitation  in  saying  thaf 
I  cannot  consent  to  the  doctrine  laid  down 
by  the  right  hon.  mover  of  the  question 
before  us,  that  an  arrangement  to  exclude 
foreign  infloence  is  absolutely  necessary, 
but  on  the  contrary,  I  am  prepared  to  vote 
the  prayer  of  the  petition,  without  con* 
necting  with  the  concession  any  qualifica- 
tion '"'.    1  feel  the  more  ready  to  do  so, 
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^  Had  it  not  been  for  the  lateness  of  tbc 
hour,  Mr.  Pamell  would  have  read  the  fol- 
lowing opinion  of  Mr.  Fox  respecting  the 
influence  of  the  Pope. 

"  The  Pretender  being  gone,  and  all 
other  questions  of  radical  dimculty  remov- 
ed as  to  him,  we  now  come  to  another  per- 
son— the  Pope.     I  wish  to  know  whether, 
during  the  last  20(9  years,  the  Pope  has 
been  a  person  to  be  feared  ?    If  he  has,  it 
can  only  have  been  in  one  way,  by  his  op- 
pression of  the  Catholics.      Long  before 
the  period  of  the  Revolution,  all  the  po- 
litical influence  of  the  Pope,  with  respect 
to  this  country,  had  ceased.      His  power 
became  afterwards  absolutely  insignificant, 
and  during  the  whole  of  the  question  be- 
tween the  Houses  of  Stuart  and  Brunswick, 
it  was  notorious  that  the  Pope  could  sot 
stir  one  Roman  Catholic  in  Ireland.     But 
it  is  stated  that  the  persons  principally 
concerned  in  the  Rebellion  of  I7f8,  were 
Roman  Catholics.     I  have  no  doubt  that 
the  Catholics  had  their  share  in  that  Ri;- 
bellion,  but  were  they  instigated  by  ths 
Pope  ?  What  !  by  the  Pope  while  he  was 
in  a  state  of  servitude  and  humiliation  ? 
Did  the  Pope,  while  he  looked  to  this 
country  as  almost  his  only  support,  wi&h 
to  overturn  our  government,  and  prevail 
on  the  Irish  Catholics  to  follow  Mes>rs. 
O'Connor,  Emmet,  and  M'Nevin  ?  This 
fear  of  the  influence  of  the  Pope,  when 
he  has  no  power  to  do  us  harm,  and  when 
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^hen  I  consider  the  natare  of  the  teearittes 
that  wc  already  possess  for  the  preserva* 
tion  of  our  establishments.    Besides  those 
chat  have  been  mentioned  in  the  resolo- 
Cfons  of  the  bishops,  and  by  members 
^'ho  have  preceded  me  in  this  debate,  1 
desire  the  House  will  well  consider  the  na* 
ture  of  the  security  we  should  obtain  by 
doing  that  which  we  are  requhred  to  do. 
^hat  effect  would  the  act  of  imparting 
the  constitution  to  our  Catholic  countrymen 
produce,  in  securing  their  support  in  the 
preservation  of  that  constitution  ?   Could 
tve  adopt  any  measure  that  would  be  more 
effectual  in  attaining  the  best  possible  se- 
curity   for  the  church  and  state?    How 
could  we  give  the  Catholics  a  stronger 
motive  to  protect  our  constitution,  than 
by  giving  them  a  full  participation  in  the 
rights  of  It  ?  I  have  always  considered  the 
great  beauty  of  the  constitution  to  consist 
in  this,  that-  it  provided  by  its  own  excel- 
lencies and  the  advantage  it  confers  for  its 

-  -  -  -■ 

he  cannot  do  us  good,  even  though  he 
wish  it,  is  perfectly  absurd.  It  is  an  alarm 
which  can  be  accounted  for  on  no  rational 
principle.  Has  the  recollection  of  the 
proconsuls,  sent  by  the  Caesars  to  govern 
this  country,  \eh  such  an  impression  upon 
us,  as  to  make  us  dread  every  thing  that 
comes  from  Rome  ?  But  it  is  said  Buona- 
parte has  obtained  an  influence  over  the 
Fope,  the  Pope  governs  the  Irish  priests, 
and  thus  Buonaparte  will  be  able  to  attach 
to  him  the  Catholics  of  Ireland, — ^Without 
canvassing  the  question  of  the  inclination 
of  the  Pope  to  serve  the  views  of  Buona- 
parte, I  shall  admit  that  the  French  go- 
vernmcni  will  willingly  employ  his  influ- 
ence, to  far  as  they  can  obtain  it.  That 
the  great  enemy  of  this  country  would  be 
very  willing  to  make  >ise  of  such  an  en- 
gine, to  serve  his  purposes  in  Ireland,  I 
have  no  doubt.  But  how  will  he  use  his 
influence  ?  If  you  will  repeal  these  laws, 
you  will  have  nothing  to  fear  from  that 
quarter ;  but  if  on  the  contrary,  you  per- 
severe in  ^oor  restrictions,  the  way  in 
which  the  influence  so  much  dreaded  may 
be  exercised,  can  only  be  this :  the  Irish 
Catholics  will  be  told,  ''  An  equal  parti* 
"  cipation  of  rights  was  beld  out  to  you, 
"  but  instead  of  granting  your  just  claims, 
*'  instead  of  affording  you  the  relief  and 
"  protection  you  were  promised,  you  are 
"  still  stigmatized  as  outcasts.  You  have, 
<<  therefore,  now  only  to  look  to  a  Catholic 
emperor  for  assistance,  and  through  him 
you  may  expect  the  emancipationiv hich 
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preserration  and  security.  If  this  be  true, 
what  occasion  is  there  for  seeking  any 
new  security  for  it  by  coupling  with  the 
grant  of  it,  any  stipulation  concerning  the 
Catholic  prelacy  ?  Of  this  power  of  the 
constitution  to  allay  discontent,  and  to  ac- 
quire for  its  support,  the  history  of  this 
country  afibrds  some  striking  examples. 
Wales  for  many  years  after  its  reduction 
by  JBdward  1,  was  ruled  by  a  form  of  go« 
vernment,  something  between  hostility 
and  government.  The  people  were  some- 
times composed,  never  pacified.  Wales 
was  in  perpetual  disorder,  and  kept  the 
frontier  of  England  in  perpetual  alarm^ 
To  curb  the  rebellious  spirit  of  the  Welsh, 
fifteen  statutes  of  penal  regulation  were 

{>assed,  but  with  no  good  effect,  till  at 
ength  the  eyes  of  your  ancestors,  as  a 
great  statesman  has  said,  were  opened  to 
the  iJI-husbandnig  of  Injustice,  and  a  com- 
plete representation   in  parliament  was 

"  has  been  denied  you,"  This  is  the  lan- 
guage which  may  be  used,  if  you  are  de- 
termined to  persist  in  your  present  system  : 
but  in  the  otner  alternative,  what  influence 
can  the  Pope  have  ?  Suppose  he  were  to 
direct  the  priests  to  take  care  that  none 
but  Roman  Catholic  members  were  chosen 
for  Ireland  ;  and  suppose  this  influence 
were  so  far  to  succeed  as  to  bring  a  con- 
siderable proportion  of  Roman  Catholics 
into  this  House  among  the  representatives 
from  Ireland^  is  it  likely  that  Bt)onapart6 
would  find  many  friends  among  Uiese  Ro- 
man Catholic  members  ?  If  there  were 
eighty  members  Roman  Catholics,  it 
would  be  an  extravagant  supposition,  in- 
deed«  to  say  that  even  three  of  them  would 
be  so  dead  to  all  sense  of  honour  and  duty, 
so  blind  to  the  interests  and  happiness  of 
their  country^as  to  become  the  instruments 
of  Buonaparte.  Of  the  influence  to  be 
i;sed  in  this  way  by  the  Pope,  surely  no 
reasonable  person  can  entertain  any  se- 
rious apprehension.  Is  it  possible  to  look 
forwara  to  any  future  circumstances  under 
which  that  influence  can  become  danger- 
ous? Great  men,  it  is  said,  have  long  riewi, 
but  some  views  are  so  long  that  my  sights  I 
mustconfess,cannot  reach  them.  It  has  been 
said  of  our  system  of  government,  Ettoper* 
petua  :  but  I  should  desire  no  better  secu- 
rity for  the  power  and  the  constitution  of 
this  country  lasting  for  ever,  than  that  they 
should  'continue  until  either  a  Pope  or  a 
Buonapart6  could  obtain  a  Popish  ma- 
jority in  this  House." — Catholic  Debate^ 
1805. 
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conferred  upoo  them  by  Henry  S.— From 
this  moment  the  tamolt  sobsidedj  and  it 
has  been  eloquently  described-^*'  peace, 
order  and  civilization,  followed  in  the 
train  of  liberty :  when  the  4&y->tar  of  the 
British  constitution  had  arisen  in  their 
hearts,  all  was  harmony  within  and  with- 
out" So  would  it  be  in  respect  to  Ire- 
land, if  a  complete  representation  were 
bestowed  upon  .the  Catholics  ;  if  this  day- 
star  of  the  constitution  were  suffered  to 
rise  in  their  hearts,  all  would  then  be 
peace,  order  and  ciTilization,  and  har- 
mony would  every  where  prevail.  The 
cases  of  Chester  and  Durham  furnish  fresh 
instances  of  the  power  of  the  constitution 
in  attaching  those  who  enjoy  it  to  the  zea- 
lous support  of  it.  If  then  the  doctrine 
contained  in  these  examples  avail  any 
thing,  why  not  apply  it  with  respect  to 
Ireland  ?  If  animosities  of  the  most  vio- 
lent nature  and  of  long  continuance  were 
converted  into  the  peaceable  connection 
that  has  subsisted  for  centuries  between 
England  and  these  dependencies,  why 
should  not  a  similar  way  of  eovemiog 
Ireland  be  attended  with  similar  advan- 
tages? Why  should  not  the  hostility 
which  now  exists  be  converted  into  a  union 
of  mutual  amity  and  affection  equally 
profitable  and  beneficial  to  both  coun- 
tries? And  with  such  examples,  why 
should  we  not  depend  upon  the  povrer  of 
the  constitution  to  secure  itself,  instead  of 
suffering  ourselves  to  be  led  by  an  ima* 
ginary  danger  to  desire  the  problematical 
protection  the  Veto  would  afford  ns  ?  What 
the  noble  viscount  (Castlereagh)  said  in 
the  last  night's  debate  in  respect  to  the 
connection  between  the  Irisn  Catholic 
prelacy  and  the  Pope  at  distant  periods 
corroborates  the  truth  of  the  doctrine 
.which  I  have  endeavoured  to  maintain. 
He  has  said  that  when  all  the  penal  laws 
were  in  force  this  connection  was  more 
intimate  than  it  has  of  late  been  since  the 
partial  repeal  of  those  laws.  But  no  other 
satisfactory  reason  can  be  given  for  this 
alteration,  except,  that  in  proportion  as 
you  have  suffered  the  IConstitution  to  be 
enjoyed  by  the  Catholics,  they  have  acted 
upon  feelings  and  principles  more  con- 
sistent with  the  principles  of  that  consti- 
tution, and  with  views  more  of  a  domestic, 
and  less  of  a  foreign  description.  Asto 
what  the  noble  viscount  said  of  Ireland  be- 
ing the  only  Catholic  country  in  which 
the  government  has  never  interfered  with 
the  power  of  the  Pope,  the  same  doctrine 
will  shew  why  it  is  not  necessary  in  Ire- 


land,  whilst  such  an  interfermce  ni^K 
have  been  essential  in  other  coisnfnes. 
The  governments  of  those  coantries  tc» 
which  the  noble  discount  has  mllodedl 
wer^  despotic,  and  consequently  weak. 
No  operating  principle  existed  withiA. 
them  to  interest  the  people  of  them  u> 
support  their  government.  Every  foreign, 
influence  must,  therefore,  necessarily  have 
been  highly  dangerous,  and  for  thu  rea- 
son the  rulers  of  those  countries  insisted 
upon  and  obtained  a  controul  over  that 
influence.  But  the  different  character  of 
our  government  renders  the  example  of 
these  countries  wholly  inapplicable  to  our 
situation.  We  have  a  form  of  gorenunent 
which  provides  for  its  own  security  ;  we 
fear  no  attack  upon  it  by  those  who  live 
under  it;  foreign  influence  could  never 
prevail  on  a  people  that  fully  enjoy  the 
British  constitution  to  conspire  against  it; 
and  therefore,  no  necessity  exists  on  oar 
part,  similar  to  that  which  did  exist  in 
those  countries,  to  controul  the  inflocnee 
of  the  Pope.  With  respect  to  the  Veto, 
this  §[reat  advantage  has  resulted  from  the 
'  Petition  now  before  us,  that  a  vast  deal  of 
misrepresentation  and  misunderstending 
has  been  done  away.  And  it  now  turns 
out,  that  those  who  have  desired  it,  have 
not  sought  for  any  such  measure  as  that 
which  they  were  supposed  to  seek.  It 
has  been  distinctly  avowed  by  the  noble 
viscount,  in  explaining  the  resolutions 
of  1799,  that  the  government  of  that  day 
did  not  wish  to  obtain  the  patronage  of  the 
Ca^olic  prelacy ;  he  has  said  the  govern- 
ment would  have  been  most  unwilling  to 
charge  itself  with  the  power  of  exercising 
such  a  patronage,  and  that  such  a  patro- 
nage was  wholly  unnecessary.  The  right 
honourable  gentleman  below  me  (Mr. 
Ponsonby)  in  his  admirable  speech,  has 
also  disclaimed  all  idea  of  seeking  any 
patronage  for^he  crown  inthe  proposed  ar- 
rangement. If  then  this  discussion  has 
been  productive  of  no  other  good  than 
that  of  producing  this  explanation,  it  will 
have  setved  an  excellent  porposej«>be- 
cause  it  was  upon  a  supposition  that  such  a 
patronage  was  desirea,  that  the  Catholics 
relt  it  to  be  their  duty  to  oppose  as  they 
have  done  the  measure  of  Veto.  Had 
they  not  been  deceived,  they  never  would 
have  adopted  the  course  they  have  done ; 
for  it  appears  from  some  of  their  own  re- 
solutions, and  from  the  opinion  that  is 
known  to  prevail^ons  them,  that  there 
exists  no  substratial  difierence  between 
that  opinion,  and  the  opinion  of  those  who 
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that  an  arrangement  may  be  accompliihed. 
A  circomstODce  of  Tast  importance  to  the 
fatare  prospects  of  the  Catholics ;— and  one 
that  takes  away  from  the  hon.  gentlemen 
opposite  all  grounds  for  that  Tain  triumph 
which  they  have  exhibited,  on  the  sup- 
position of  a  schism  between  the  Catholics 
and  their  firm  and  steady  parliamentary 
supporters.  It  is  a  circumstance  also  that 
afibrds  a  complete  answer  to  the  question 
of  a  learned  judge ;  why  go  into  a  Com- 
mittee if  you  have  no  plan  to  propose  ?  I 
say,  the  circumstances  of  the  case  are  at 
present  such,  that  if  you  did  go  into  a 
Committee,  there  exists  no  doubt  that  a 
plan  would  easily  be  arranged  Co  the  satis* 
taction  of  all  parties* 

Pass  this  vote  to-night,  said  Mr.  Pamell, 
and  adjourn  the  sitting  of  the  Committee 
for  a  fortnight,  and  I  will  undertake  to  say, 
that  you  will  find  the  Catholics  ready  tn 
submit  to  you  such  an  arrangement  as  will 
effectually  provide  againit  all  the  danger 
of  foreign  mfloence  and  French  connec* 
tion. 

I  should  wish.  Sir,  to  enter  fully  into 
the  stneral  merits  uf  this  question,  but  I 
flhail  not  now  attempt  in  do  so,  after  the 
extended  discussion  that  has  taken  place. 
As  to  the  claim  of  right,  I  am  prepared  to 
contend  for  it,  and  will  not  relinquish  it. 
I  must'  however,  for  the  present,  content 
myself  with  asserting  that  the  Catholics 
have  a  right  to  complete  equality  of  law. 
But  if  the  House  will  not  concede  to  them 
what  they  ask  as  a  matter  of  right,  I  then 
call  upon  you  to  make  the  concession  on  a 
principle  of  gratitude.— What  does  the 
knslish  nation  owe  to  the  Irish  Catholics  ? 
— What  did  it  acquire  by  the  surrender  of 
Limerick?— Those  who  suppose  that  by 
that  event  a  garrison  town  was  only 
gifen  up  to  king  William,  know  nothing 
of  the  case.— It  was  the  surrender  of  a 
large  disciplined  army;  so  large,  that 
1 4,000  men  belonging  to  it  took  advan- 
tage of  the  treaty  to  enter  the  French  ser« 
vice.  It  put  an  end  to  the  third  campaign 
that  William  was  obliged  to  fight  to  con- 
quer Ireland.  By  it  the  Catholics  ab* 
juredthe  sovereignty  of  their  lawful  king, 
James  2,  and  acknowledged  the  Englidi 
title  of  William  3.  By  it  the  Catholics 
gave  Ireland  to  England,  and  confirmed 
tp  the  people  of  England  the  rights  and 
liberties  belonging  to  the  revolution  in 
1088;  for  till  the  Catholics  submitted  to 
William,  no  one  can  say  the  constitutional 
arrangement  of  1088  was  secure.  What 
did  the  Catholics  do  for  England  in  tkt 


ihink  some  arrangement  respecting  the 
future  appointment  of  their  bishops  to  be 
necessary.  The  Catholics  of  the  county 
of  Kildare  have  said,  in  their  resolutions 
oftheQthof  May : 

«'  That  a  leadmff  and  perhaps  solitary 
obstacle  to  our  wislies  appears  to  arise  from 
an  apprehension  rather  generally  enter- 
tained by  our  Protestant  brethren,  of  the 
future  nomination  of  our  bishops  beins 
open  to  the  interference  of  a  foreign  aha 
hostile  influence. 

'*  That  however  g^undless  and  visionary 
such  an  apprehension  may  appear  to  us, 
from  our  long  experience  of  tne  eminent 
virtues,  coi^titutional  attachments,  and 
exemplary  conduct  of  the  venerable  body 
of  our  clergy— and  disposed  as  we  may  be 
to  consider  it  as  the  last  line  of  the  broken 
chain  of  prejudice,  still  it  behoves  us  to 
*  meet  it  with  a  cahn  and  concilistory  tem« 
per — and  to  express  our  wishes  and  hopes, 
that  in  the  event  of  the  foil  concession  of 
our  claims,  some  means  may  be  resorted 
to  of  quieting  it  for  ever* 

"  That  it  appears  to  us,  that  a  guard 
most  f*fiectual  and  permanent  may  be 
opposed  to  this  apprehended  influence. 

*'  That  on  mature  and  dispassionate  deli* 
beration,  some  measure  may  be  devised, 
which  shall  render  all -future  episcopal 
appointment  substantially  domestic, — ^and 
that  such  an  end  ma^  be  obtained,  by 
either  vesting  the  nomination  in  the  nor- 
viving  bishops,  or  by  the  choice  of  the 
clergy  of  the  diocese,  in  chapter  assem- 
bled, or  by  some  such  proceeoing  as  shall 
be  found  strictly  compatible  with  the  in- 
violability of  our  religion." 

The  General  Committee  of  the  Catho- 
lics have  also  resolved,  on  the  7th  of  May : 
"  That  the  secretary  be  directed  to  sum- 
mon all  the  members  of  the  Committee  on 
the  nth  day  of  May  instant,  to  take  into 
consideration  the>>ropriety  of  proposing 
to  concert  with  tne  Catholic  prelates  in 
Ireland  such  measures  as  being  perfectly 
consistent  with  the  Catholic  doctrine  and 
discipline,  may  cSectoally  and  for  eter 
prerent,  as  well  the  infloence  of  the  crown, 
as  any  foreign  and  hostile  infloence  in  the 
appointment  of  the  prelates  of  our  church 
in  Ireland  " 

Those  resolutions  folly  prove,  that  be* 
tween  the  right  hon.  gent,  who  has  brought 
forward  this  motion^  and  those  who  agree 
with  him  in  considering  a  domestic  nomi- 
nation essential  for  the  safety  of  the  State 
and  the  Catholics,  no  such  variance  of  sen- 
tioBcnt  extstit  as  to  Itarc  it  at  all  doubtful 


coQisit  between  the  bwieiidf  Stuart  and 
Bnmcwvick?  Tb6y  adhered  to  their  en* 
gagflineQte  entered  tato  «t  the  ewreoder 
of  Limerick  ^---Ihey  slood  byEaglaadiA 
both  the  rebellions  of  1715  and  17i5;-*- 
tbeF  stood  by  her  afeia  ia  the  contest 
with  h^  Aniericaa  colooice;  end  in  re- 
spect to  I  he  rebellion  of  1793, 1  deelare, 
that  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  loyal  exer^ 
tions  and  example  of  the  leading  Catho- 
lics and  of  the  Catholio  ckrgy,  Ireland 
coeld  not  at  that  tine  hare  been  pre* 
served  for  Eagland.  I  appeal  for  the  triftUi 
of  what  I  say  to  no  leas  authority  than  the 
seportof  the  cooitnittee  of  the  Irish  House 
of  CoKumoes,  drawn  up  by  the  penon  the 
most  capable  of  forming  a  correct  judg- 
nenion  the  transaction^  the  noble  Tiscount 
oipposite.  But  if.  Sir,  the  House  will  not 
concede  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  even 
on  a  principle  of  gratitndei  then  I  say 
they  ought  to  concede  it  on  another  prin- 
ciple*—a  fooling  of  ooapunction.  You 
have  governed  for  a  cenUuy  the  Catholics 
of  Ireland  by  statutes  unexampled  for 
thetr  inhumanity,  uasi^arrantablenesB,  and 
kapency  ;  adopted  to  exterminate  a  raoe 
of  men.  ah-eady  worn  down,  and  croahed 
by  a  series  of  caiamitica  greater  than  ever 
one  joation  had  an  opportunity  of  inflicting 
on  another^  sancliooed  by  a  people  who 
owed  their  liberties,  and  by  moaarchs 
who  owed  their'  Uirone  to  a  softema  cove- 
nant that  no  such  statutes  should  exist. 
May  I  not  then  ask,  whether  the  English 
uatioo,  legislature,  aod  King,  have  not  a 
duty  to  fulfil  to  the  Roman  Catholics  of 
Ireland  greater  than  that  of  justice  P^—^a 
duty  of  compuhotion,  repentance  and 
atonement.  If  the  faith  of  a  solemn  treaty 
vude  with  them  has  been  broken,  it  is  act 
enough  that  it  has  been  in  part  re-esta- 
blisbed—- it  ought  to  be  religiously  fid- 
filled.  If  they  have  been  ruled  with  ty- 
ranny, it  is  not  enough  that  the  tyranny 
should  be  relaxed — it  should  cease  alto- 
gether. If  they  have  been  driven  from 
the  pale  of  the  constitution,  is  it  not  enough 
that  they  should  be  allowed  to  pass  itt 
barriers— they  should  range  free  and  un- 
controuled  through  all  its  rights. 

Sir  Ra^h  Milbank^'^^iT ;  after  the  very 
able  and  eloquent  speeches  of  the  hon. 
members  who  have  preceded  me  in  the 
support  of  this  motion,  it  will  be  quite 
nnnecessary  for  me  to  trespass  at  any 
length  on  the  attention  of  the  House,  in 
the  declaration  of  my  own  sentiments.  J 
disclaim  most  heartily  all  those  princifdes 
•f  bigotry  whii:h  go  .tp  exclude  any  oae 


dbss^Qf  by^  aal^ieets  &Qfn  4i  paitiucipatM 
in  the  common  rights  and  prifiLeges  of 
their  country^  merely  am  accbont  m  tbeir 
religioos  creied^  and  npon  this  grouad  I 
have  always  voted  in  iavoar  joT  what  1 
thinktbejustdajmsof  our  Catholic  fellew- 
subjects.     To  my  understanding*  evety 
prejudice  and  misconception  towards  their 
principles  and  tenets  urged  by  their  old 
opponents,  have  been  so  fully  and  foirlj 
answered,  and  so  completely  refuted,  that 
I  was  led  to  imagine  little  if  any  objectioo 
could  aowremaia  to  granting  theirra^ oest. 
But  I  lament  extremely,  that  joat  as  every 
thing  was  brought  to  a  point,  a  new  dm* 
culty  should  have  started  to  defoat  the 
expoctalions  of  the  Catholics,  and  prevem 
that  cordial  union  of  all  his  Majesty's  sub- 
jects se  indispensable  to  our  safety  in  the 
trying  hour  of  danger,  and  that  we  are 
now  to  be  told  it  is  impossible  to  ooncede 
to  the  Catholics  of  Ireland  a  repeal  of  the 
last  vestiges  nf  degrading  restrictioQ  coder 
which  they  have  so  long  and  so  patiently 
suffered,  unless  they  can  give  us  fall  aai 
satisfactory  security  against  the  openakn 
of  foreign  influence  upon  their  feahy. 
In  my  mind.  Sir,  this  is  a  mere  pretence 
of  those  who  ompose  the  Catholics,  to  throir 
diJQicukies  in  tne  way  of  their  success: 
for.  Sir,  I  ask;,  what  stronger  security  csa 
you  demand  than  the  inviolable  hoiioor 
and  faith  of  the  Irish  Catholics,  in  their 
fealty  and  attachment  to  you  under  all  the 
hardships,   severities^    and    peiaecutioos 
heaped  on  them  by  your  ancestors  ?  Can 
at  be  supposed  that  they  will  become  less 
faithfiil  ■ -4e8s  attached  to  you— under  a 
system  of  paternal  kindness,  of  ooofi^ 
(hence,  and  a  full  participation  ia  the 
rights  aad  privileges  you   enjoy,  than 
they  have  been  pnder  a  system  of  jealous 
precltision  and  unnatural  hostility,  so  lon^ 
excited  against  them.    K  vou  will  aot  ac«> 
cept  the  most  solemn  oaths  of  those  old, 
tried,  and  faithful,  but  maltreated  allies, 
backed  by  their  conduct  for  the  last  ceup 
tury,  and  supported  by  their  own  interest 
embarked  with  yonr^,  as  a  security  a^i^irMt 
all  foreign  influence,  of  whom  are  you  to 
seek  that  security  ?  What  better  can  they 
offer  you  than  their  conduct  for  the  past, 
as  an  earnest  of  their  fidelity  for  the  lu« 
tore  ?  Upon  what  other  principle  can  you 
form  a  jud^^ment  of  the  cnaracters  of  maa- 
kind,  individually  or  nationally  ?  By  what 
other  means  on  earth  can  tliey  coavince 
you  of  their  own  integrity  and  of  your 
error  ?  What  bad  principle  or  mal-inten- 

tiani  celigious  or  polUicalf  -have  yon  ever 
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lApmed  to  the^»  tbsl  tliey   hst«   not 
compUt^lv  refoied  ?  What  oaths,«»what 
pledget  01  their  lojrtlty  haire  you  ever  de- 
manded,  that  they  hate  not  eheerltilly 
^  von-— that  they  have  not  verified  bythetr 
conduct^  and,  where  occasion  has  ciiere^, 
sealed  with   their    hlood?    Upon   what 
ground,  then,  do  you  Justify  yourdistroit  ? 
Or   do  you  prefer  the  risque  of  piquing 
the  Catholics,  by  your  ungenerous  and 
unwarrantable  suspicions,  into  a  real  at- 
tachment for  foreign  influence,  rather  than 
by  a  liberal  confidence,  amply  warranted 
by  their  conduct,  to  secure  for  ever  their 
alliaace  and  affection  ?— inore  especially 
at  a  criiis  when  that  alliance  is  indispen- 
aable  to  your  security*— to  your  existence  ? 
Do  you  imagine  that  your  wily  enemy 
will  not  rejoice  in  your  impoFicy,  and  use 
every  means  in  his  power  to  heighten  the 
disgust  you  excite  by  your  rejection  of 
the  Caiholic  claims  ?  What  stronger  cause 
for  triumph  couM  you  afTord  to  Buona- 
parte, than  in  thus  casting  from  you  the 
afiections  and  attachmems  of  that  body  of 
men  who  alone  can  aid  you  in  counteract* 
ing  his  designs  upon  your  country.    Will 
he  not  rejoice  in  this  instance  of  your  folly 
and  imprudence,  in  ne^lectinff  to  secure 
while  you  can  the  fidelity  and  afiections 
of  the  people  of  Ireland,  which  H  is  your 
best  interest  to  use  every  means  in  jour 
power  to  procure  }  In  every  point  of  view, 
\rhether  of  policy,  of  reason,  or  philan- 
thropy, itis  our  duty  to  concede  to  the 
claims  of  our  Catholic  fetio w^subjects.    It 
is  what  they  have  every  right  (o  e;tpect, 
tfid  for  which  they  have  every  fair  claim 
upon  your  nistice.    It  is  aTledged  that  the 
power  of  the  Pope,  urged  by  Buonaparte, 
may  evert.an  influence  over  the  minds  of 
the  Irish  Catholics  hostHe  to  us:  but  in 
niy  mind  an  influence  infinitely  more  hos- 
tile in  the  minds  of  that  people,  will  be 
created  by  our  repeated  and  incxconable 
resistance  to  their  supplications.— I  have 
no  doubt  of  the  propriety  of  your  requir- 
ing from  the  Catholic  every  reasonable 
security  on  this  head,  nor  of  his  readiness 
to  give  you  that  security  by  every  means 
short  of  a  depitrture  from  the  essential 
tenets  of  his  religious  faith.-->This,  how- 
e?er,  is  a  sacrifice  which  you  neither  can 
nor  ought  to  expect     But  I  ask,  how  is 
(he  Catholic  to  know  the  nature  of  the 
secarities  you  demand,  unless  you  define 
them }  Or  how  are  you  to  know  whether 
he  is  prepared  to  eive  or  refuse  those  se- 
corities*  ot  what  otbera  equally  valid  he  is 
ffesdy  to  propoecj  unless  you  go  hito  the 
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enquiry,  andjrive  him  an  opportunity  of 
explaining  ?  Tnese  points  I  conceive  will 
best  be  answered  by  going  into  a  Com- ' 
mittee,  and  upon  these  grounds  I  sh^U  give 
tny  Support  to  the  motion. 

Mr.  AfiVofffA^^.— Sir,  I  should  not  rise 
to  say  one  word  upon  this  subject,  biTt  for 
the  cnarges  I  have  heard  this  night  from 
some  faon.  members  on  the  other  s!d6  of 
the  House,  of  craeltv  and  injasiice  from 
the  Protestants  of  freland  against  their' 
Catholic  felloW'Subjects. — Sir,  the  accusa<* 
tion  is  unfounded  :  no  part  of  the  condaci 
of  the  Protestants  towards  the  Catholics 
has  been  dictated  by  religious  intolerance ; 
and  refer  to  the  whole  course  of  the  pre*' 
sent  reign,  to  shew  whether  it  is  the  dis« 
position  of  a  Protestant  government  to  per- 
secute the  Catholics,-^but  on  the  contrary, 
whether  the  whole  reign  of  his  present 
Majesty  has  not  presented  one  continued' 
series    of   relaxation  and  indulgence  to 
them }  I  refer  Gentlemen  to  the  successive 
repeals,  within  the  last  thirty  years,  of  all 
the  penal  statutes  which  imposed  upon  the 
Catholic  any  injurious  restrictions,  and  L 
ask  whether  there  exists  at  this  moment  a' 
sinsle  penal  statute  affecting  the  Catholic 
in  his  liberty,  his  property,  his  education^ 
or  the  free  exercise  ot  his  religion  ?  Will 
any  man  say  that  a  Catholic  cannot  go^ 
into  a  court  of  justice  for  the  maintenance 
of  his  right,  with  the  same  impartiality 
that  a  Protestant  does  ?  Can  he  not  pur- 
chase property  under  the  same  securitj^ 
and  protection  that  a  Protesstant  cab  ?  And 
is  he  not  therefore  a«  much  interested  as 
any  other  man  of  6ny  class  of  people  ia 
the  security  of  the  constitution  and  of  the 
country  ?  Sir,  I  am  sure  the  Catholics  of 
Ireland  would  shew  themselves  a  loyal  and 
a  faithful  people,  if  the  safety  of  thei^ 
country  was  in  danger.     Now,  with  re« 
spect  to  the  question  before  the  House,  t 
think  it  should  be  the  policy  of  every  free 
country  to  admit  of  no  foreign  influence 
over  any  of  its  subjects.    The  Catholics  of 
this  country,  so  far  back  as  tlie  reign  of 
Edward  the  First,  refiised  to  admit  any 
such  influence  as  the  Catholics  of  Ireland 
now   acknowledge;    and    therefore.    Sir, 
until  the  Catholics  of  Ireland  change  their 
sentiment^  I  will  not  vote  for  a  measure 
which,  so  long  as  such  foreign  influence 
does  exist,  I  believe  to  be  dangerous  to  a 
Protestant  stale.     I  shall  therefore  vote 
against  going  into  the  Committee. 

Mr.  HqrAom.— Sir,  The  hon.  gent,  who 
has  just  addressed  you,  says  the  Catholics 
ought  not  to  oome  to  us  again  with  t&eir 
6  [I] 
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ebmplatntiiy  because  many  of  their  griev-* 
ances  have  been  already  redreased.—What9 
,  Sir!  18  the  justice  that  has  been  done  them 
to' be  charged  against  them  as  a  debt; 
and  have  people  no  right  to  complain  of 
their  present  wrongs,' because  they  for- 
merly have  been  oppressed  to  a  still 
greater  extent?  Such  a  sentence  shews 
more  than  volumes  in  what  light  the  Ca- 
tholics have  been  considered/  and  are  still 
considered  by  some ;  namely,  as  persons 
who  have  no  rights,  and  to  whom  every 
thing  that  is  left,  is  left  as  mere  matter  of 
favour.  The  hon.  gent,  particularises;  he 
.  asks  you,  do  not  the  Catholics  come  into 
a  court  of  justice  on  equal  terms  with  tlie 
Protestants,  and  do  they  not  enjoy  qniel 
possession  of  their  property  ?  And  is  it  in 
a  British  House  or  Commons  that  such 
questions  as  those  can  be  asked  ?  What, 
Sir,  would  he  have  us  to  consider  it  as  a 
possible  case,  that  men  could  be,  at  this 
time  of  day,  nonsuited  for  their  religion, 
or  plundered  of  their  property  for  an  ar-. 
tide  of  faith  ? 

Sir,  that  such  sentiments  can  even  now 
be  uttered,  convinces  me  (what  I  have 
thought  before)  th^t  the  main  ground  on 
which  this  question  ought  to  rest  has  not 
been  sufficiently  insisted  on  ;  namely,  the 
eround  of  right.  For  of  absolute  and  in- 
defeasible right  do  I  maintain  that  it  is, 
that  every  subject,  when  he  has  discharg-, 
ed  every  civil  duty  to  the  state,  may  cla.m 
the  enjoyment  of  every  civil  privilege.  I 
maintain  that  to  grant  the  must  pc  rft  ct 
religious  toleration  is  not  only  the  first 
dictate  of  political  wisdom,  but  the  first 
law  iti'  political  justice.  It  is  moreover 
not  only  the  first  mark  of  benevolence 
to  man,  but  of  piety  and  submission  to 
God. 

It  will  be  said,  perhaps,  why  this  praise 
of  toleration;  it  is  at  least  quite  unneces- 
sary, for  where  are  the  enemies  of  tolera- 
tion? Sir,  if  it  is  about  things,  and  not 
about  words  ihat  we  are  now  occupied,  1 
answer,  without  hesitation,  you  are  the 
enemies  of  toleiation,  you  who  have  hi* 
therto  refused  to  giaiit  the  prayers  of  the 
Catholics^  and  now  refuse  even  to  hear 
theiL.  That  you  are  not  the  enemies  of 
toleration  is  an  answer  yoq  have  in  com- 
mon, not  only  with  all  those  who  have 
merely  held  intolerant  principles,  but  i 
verily  believe  with  every  persecutor  that 
€ver  dyed  his  hands  in  blood.  There  is 
in  the  character  of  intolerance  something 
to  revolting  to  the  understanding  as  well 
M  ^  heart  of  man,  that  I  question  if  any 


one  ever  yet  owned  i^  I  wUl  not    umy  Co 
others,  but  even  (o  himself,  that  he  ipras  in- 
tolerant.   When  Trajan,  instead    of   pa* 
nishing  the  Christians  in  a  mas8>  sent  only 
Ignatius  to  the  wild  beasts  as  an  exaoiple^ 
no  doubt  he  thooght  himself  the  patcera 
of  toleration. — ^Wheii   Philip  drove    the 
Moors, out  of  Spain  to  perish  in  ibe  deserts 
of  Africa,  it  is  recorded  that  he  piqued 
himself  on  his  clemency  towards  them, 
and  when  Louis  revoked   the    edict   of 
Nantes,  .he  feared  that  he  was  even  cri- 
minally tolerant.     But  whv  take  the  ex- 
amples from  Pagans  and  Catholics  only  ? 
Did  not  the  first  Protestant  parliament  in 
Scotland  make  it  death  to  say  the  mass?  I 
dare  be  bound  the  teachers  of  those  days, 
who  instigated  this  exectable  law,  did  ooc 
the  less  for  that  claim  to  be  the  ministers 
of  mercy.      Thus,   our  forefathers,  wbo 
passed  those    laws  against  the  Catholics 
which  have  so  long  disgraced  our  Statute 
book,  no  doubt  were  all  professors  of  tolc^ 
ration;    and    thus   the   opposera  of  this 
motion  would  boast  of  their  toleratioo; 
though  they  seek   to   keep  the  Catholics 
under  injurious. privation  and  ignominious 
distinction,  purely  on  account   of  their 
religion;  for  to  their  political  condact or 
principles  there  is  neither   complaint  or 
objection,  and  every  political  pledge  that 
can  be  devised  they  have  ofiered  over  and 
ov«r  "igain. 

'1  hanks  to  the  genius  of  the  age,  tnch 
enormities  as  intolerance  has  formerly  led 
to,  cannot  now  be  repeated ;  possibly  also 
the  general  humanity  of  those  gentlemen 
might  so  far  correct  their  bigotry,  as  at 
any  rate  to  prevent  them  from  being  the 
abettors  or  authors  of  such  cruelties.  Bat 
still  1  must  say  their  principles  have  no* 
thing  to  do  with  toleration.  Their  system 
may  be  called  suspended  persecution,  mi- 
tigate severity,  or  what  you  will^  bat 
toleration  is  of  another  family  ;  the  fruits 
may  resemble,  but  they  spring  from  a  dif* 
ferrnt  root«  Their  system,  like  some  poi* 
sonous  plant,  removed  to  a  milder  climate 
and  more  genial  soil,  may  be  so  far  duici* 
fied  as  to  become  seemingly  innoxious* 
but  restored  to  its  native  shades  will  bear 
poison  again— this  is  a  wholesome  root* 
and  grow  where  it  will,,  iu  fruit  will  be 
wholesome.  Let  the  true  principle  of  to* 
leration  be  established,  and  let  the  dark 
ages  come  again,  no  persecution  will  en- 
sue; but  let  the  prmciples  of  the  right 
hon.  gent,  get  into  banner  hands,  and  in 
a  less  enlightened  age,  and  men  will  again 
be  led  to  torture  and  death  ^  religious. 
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epfaiuMis.  The  difi^nee  m  this,  one  au*- 
pendf  the  exercifee  of  MveritSTy  the  other 
a.bhor8  the  right  of  interference. 

What  then  is*  true  toler«tk>n  ?  For  the 
answer,  we  are  not,  as  some  woald  hate 
us,  to  look  merely  to  the  etymology  pf 
the  word ;  for  then  most  we  say,  that  a 
religion  would  be  tolerated  even  if  its 
proiesson  were  enjoined  never  to  go  out 
but  with  ^ves  and  fetters  on.     Then  we 
mast  admit  that  the  Hogonots  were  tole* 
rated  in  France  when  each  man  tvias  al- 
lowed to  pray  in  his  closet,  and    was 
banged  only  when  he  associated  with  two 
or  three  others  for  the  sake  of  religions 
commanion.    Then  mast  we  admit  that 
the  Cath6lics  of  Ireland  were  tolerated 
when  they  were  deprived  of  every  civil 
riffht,  and  that   they  are  tolerated  now 
When  only  some  of  the  former  invidious 
distinctions  remain. 

Bat,  it  is  said,  what  now  remaiiu  is  of 
little  moment,  and  it  is  even  asked,  of 
what  they  complain  ?  Sir,  they  complain 
indeed  of  those  privations  which-  take 
away  from  them  almost  every  pursuit  of 
laudable  ambition,  but  much  more  do 
they  complain  of  the  light  in  which  they 
are  regarded  by  the  laws.  Feeling  them- 
selves to  be  as  good  and  as  loyal  subjects 
as  any  Protestant  whatever,  they  com- 
plain that,  they  are  marked  oat  as  objects 
of  suspicion  and  jealousy.  They  com- 
plain tnat  this  induces  such  sentiments  re- 
garding them  as  have  been  expressed  by 
the  last  hon.  speaker,  treating  them  as 
persons  deserving  less  privilege  and  re- 
spect than  their  fellow  subjects.  Let  any 
man  put  it  to  his  bosom  how  he  would 
feel  under  similar  circumstances,  be  the 
distinction  itfelf  ever.so  trivial.  It  is  not 
the  thing— 4t  is  the  intention^t  is  the  ef- 
fect—degradation in  the  minds  of  others 
and  humiliation  in  their  own,  the  more 
painfel  the  less  it  is  merited. 

But  what  is  then  the  principle  of  true 
toleration  ?  Sir,  we  have  an  answer  from 
the  highest  auM^ority  so  express,  that  it 
would  seem  to  have  been  inade  for  the 
very  occasion,  and  in  anticipation  of  the 
errors  into  which  religious  aeal  would  lead 
human  blindness.  Memorable  words  ! 
which*  though  they  may  have  been  quoted 
Sot  ttnisler  purposes,  proceed  not  the  less 
from  divine  wisdom  and  immortal  truth :. 
**  Render  to  Caesar  what  is  Cesar's,  and  to 
God  what  is  God's.''  What  is  it  then  that 
CsBsar  or  the  state  can ,  at  the  utmost 
claim  ?  It  will  claim  perfect  obedience  to 
•very  ciril  institotion :  perfect  perfern- 
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ance  of  every  civil  duty.  Equal  contri- 
bution to  every  borden  of  the  state^-in- 
dosive  of  that  which  is  to  support  the  re- 
ligious esublishment,  because  a  religious 
establishment  is  essential  to  the  civil  wel^ 
fare  of  the  state;  But  all  this  done  and 
performed,  the  state  has  no  more  to  ask— 
the  rest  is  God's — and  any  farther  claim, 
whether  by  injunction,  iuhibition,  direct 
penalty,  or  privation  for  non-compliance, 
is  intolerant,  impolitic^  unjust,  and  above 
all,  mbst  unchristian. 

But  setting  aside  the  consideration  of 
justice  and  religion,  one  cannot  but  stop  a 
moment  to  contemplate  the  impolicy  and 
absurdity  of  the  thing.  The  state  de- 
mands of  its  subjects  every  act  which 
may  ^ontribote  to  its  safety  and  welfarci 
Well,  this  is  done  and  performed.  Next 
it  demands  an  opinion,  and  subjects  those 
to  a  privation  who  do  not  comply.  Why; 
can  a  man  comply  ?  Is  his  opinion  in  hia 
own  power  ?  He  may,  indeed,  consent  to 
be  a  hypocrite,  and  thus  thousands  of  by* 
pocrites  have  been  made,  but  no  convert 
was  ever  thus  made  from  the  beginning 
of  the  world,  nor  will  there  till  the  end 
of  it. 

In  the  attempt,  however,  you  are  very 
likely  to  make  a  bad  subject^  and  thus 
many  bad  subjects  are  made.  I  think* 
Sir,  I  feel  in  my  own  bosom,  every  prin* 
ciple  and  sentiment  that  belongs  to  a 
good  subject.  There  is  no  doty  to  my 
country  I  would  npt  fully  perform,, no 
sacrifice  for  which  it  would  call  and  frons 
which  I  would  shrink ;  not  only  because 
I  love  my  country  for  its  own  sake»  but 
because  it  confers  upon  me  more  civil 
rights  than  any  state  ever  yet  conferi[ed 
on  its  subjects.  But  thus  could  I  not  feel 
were  I  an  Irish  Catholic';  I  could  not,  in 
the  same  sense,  be  a  good  subjtet.  I 
should,  indeed,  not  be  a  rebel,  beoaose» 
viewing  the  evils  of  resistance,  I  should 
submit^— nay  balancing  the  other  ^ood 
belon|^ing  to  my  country  aninst  thn  its 
injustice  to  me,  I  might  still  prefer  it  to 
any  other  country.  But  that  unchecked 
love,  tha^  entire  devotion  to  it  which  I 
now  feel,  I  could  net  feel  as  an  Irish  Ca- 
tholic imder  their  present  oppression. 

Here  we  have  an  answer  to  that  ques- 
tion so  often  asked  with  regard  to  Ireland. 
Whence  comes  it  that  the  Irish  have  al« 
ways  manififested  a  more  restless  and  law* 
less  disposition  than  any  other  nation 
equally  civilised  ?  Is  it  any  thing  in  the 
soil  or  climate?  No  country  more  fa* 
vonred  undor  heaven*    Is  il  the  want  of 
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\Kn}  No*  Of  poKc^l  In  few conntriM 
bave  40  much  ^u^niion  Been  paid  to  the 
police.  Is  U  any  thing  in  the  native  ge- 
nius 01*.  character  of  her  inhabitants?  I 
ibii)!^  Sir,  if  ^-^  prince  were  9»ked  over 
what  sort  of  people  he  .wished  to '  reign* 
he  \^ould  answer*  (if  he  knew  what  he 
was  about)  **  Let  me  have  a  people  of 
'J  sUiong^  aiti^tions  and  ardent  character, 
unbounded  in  their  gratitude  and  devo- 
tion to  jtbose  th^y  love.  Suc1i  are  the 
**  subjects  to  make  me  the  *  happiest  of 
*'  princeSf  and  who  under  me  shall  be  the 
*'  happiest  of  people.  My  reign  shall  be 
^'  plorious  as  it  is  happy  ;  and  as  to  foreign 
<(  vivasion,  it  will  only  be  mentioned  as  a 
^  subject  of  derision."  Have  I»  Sir^  en* 
tirely  failed  in  describing  the  Irish  cha* 
factor,  and  do  we  not  feel  that  something 
Uke  this  picture  might  be  realized  ?  The 
fault  then,  is  not  with  the  people ;  nor  is 
it  with  their  governors;  for  we  see  (though 
doubtless  there  have  beeii  exceptions)  that 
frequently  the  attachmeiit  of  the  nation  to 
iheir  governors  has  been  (as  I  believe  is 
now  the  case)  both  warm .  and  general.-^ 
Ko«  Sir»  the  cause  why  the  |)^ople  of  Ire- 
land are  more  restless  and  more  lawless 
thaii  any  other*  is  .this :  that  whereas  in 
every  other  country  the  religion  of  the 
people  is  protected  by,  and  in  alliance 
with  its  laws,,  here  it  is  proscribed  by  the 
law. ;  and  thence  arises  such  a  collision  of 
duties,  of  interests,  and  of  feelings,  as  can- 
not fail  to  perpetuate  that  perturbed  state 
(ill  the  fundamental  cause  is  removed. 

Here,  Sir,  I  must  observe  that  it  is  easier 
for.ap  English  Catholic  to  be  a  good  sub* 
jectj  than  an  Irish  Catholic.  I  hope  I 
shall  not  be  understood  as  detracting  from 
^he  merits. of  that  ej(pellent  body  of  our 
fellow-subjects,  the  English  Catholics, 
trbo^e  exemplary  patience,— whose^  pa- 
triotism triumphing  over  the  sense  of  their 
wr<H)gs,  .excite  an  admiration  which  it  is 
not  easy  .to  express.  May  they  soon  re- 
^ive»  I  will  not  say  the  reward,  but  the 
justice  to.vvUich  thieir  conduct  has  so  long 
entitled  them !  But. such  conduct  has  been 
^asier  for  them,  than  for  the  Irish  Catho- 
lics* Doubtless  an  act  of  injustice,  whe- 
ther done  to  a  small  or  a  greater  number, 
is  the  same ;  but  the  sensation  it  excites 
13  different.  The  general  feeling,  that  the 
minority  must  submit  to  the  will  of  the 
Inajority,  weakens  the  sense  of  whatever 
wrong  they  may  suffer.  But  the  Irish 
Catholics  have  not  this  salvo  for  their  feel- 
ings }— they  form  a  prodigious  majority 
tf  the  peoplcj  aud  Ireland  exhibits  that 


itrange  phmndmenoii,  wiMve  ft  soEsmir 
iiarity  of  the  people  have  atlmmit^tid  mad 

succeeded,  noi  only  in  dktalln^  «  reli* 
gioua  establishment  foreign  to  the  religion 
of  the  mass,  but  in  imposing  penaluas  on 
the  majority  for  noa-conA>rmity. 

Sir,  when  we  are  oondenming  tbe  Irish 
for  those  ebullitions  of  reyiataace   iw'hich 
have  occurredj  with  all  the  radasMJioly 
Gonteqoences  belonging  to  them»  we  eagkt 
to  take  these  considerations  into   aocoanc 
•^If  we  do*  I  think,  that  in  reviewns^  the 
history  of  Ireland,  in  observing  hovr  Uiey 
have  been  treated ; — originally  wrpngeil, 
-—always  oppressed,-«-<nten  decmTcd, — 
twice  confiscated  within  a  short  period,-* 
we  shall  be  less  inclined  to  wonder  at  the 
restless  state  in  which  Ireland  has  remain- 
ed, than  to  wonder  that  there  should  stUI 
continue  there  so  much  attachment  to  this 
country  as  there  does.    Be  it  onr  happy 
task  to  improve  and  to  justify  this  attach- 
ment;— to  try  that  new  experiment  with 
Ireland,  of  ruling  them  by  their  hearts, 
and  of  reconciling  their  laws  to  their  reJt* 
gion. 

If  I  were  to  address  separate^  any  class 
of  persons  who  oppose  this  motion,  I  think 
it  would  be  those  who  oppose  it  chiefly 
on  religious  grounds;  for  I  think,  if  one 
could  for  a  moment  induce  such  to  dt vest 
themselves  of  those,  ideas  and  opinioBs 
with  which  they  are  now  encircled,  as  it 
were,  in  an  atmosphere  of  prejudice;  if 
one  could  get  them  for  a  moment  to  view 
the  case  as  a  subject  entirely  fresh  and 
new,  it  would  be  impossible  for  them  to 
continue  their  opposition.-<-Thal  persons 
can  have  made  religion  the  parent  of  into- 
lerance,-«-ihat  persona  meaning  slnoereiy 
can   have  extracted  persecution  oat  of 
Christianity,  is  one  of  those  things  which, 
seeing  it  before  our  eyes  we  cannot  deny, 
but  vroich,  if  we  would  account  for  it,  con« 
founds  both  our  reason  and  imagiaaiioot 
History  tells  the  horrible  extravagance  to 
which  such  perversions  have  led,  and  pre* 
sent  experience  shews  that  they  are  not 
wholly  extinguished. — Whence  dees  this 
solecism  arise,  that  from  a  religiooi  the 
essence  of  which  is  humility  and  k>ve« 
any  thing  can  grow  that  is  so  insolent  aod 
uncharitable?  It  comes  from  this  wretched 
imperfection  of  the  human  mind,  which 
leads  men,  in  pursuing  an  end  that  is 
good,  to  forget  the  means  by  which  they 
pursue  it.    They  love  their  religioD»  ana 
would  support  it.    But  religion  will  not 
thus  be  supported.^t  wants  not  siich  aid, 
but  abhors  it.    Such  aid  may  injure,  hot 
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esanot  btndit  ibc  ebvch ;  and  ihof*  it 
•ooMlhing  m  the  mora  of  the  thing  tb^ 
in^«0  it  aa— HcDce  the  aeaaon  of  power 
hae  always  beta  the  aeaaon  of  corruption 
in. the  church}  while  the  day  of  diitren 
has  been  the  harvest  of  virtue,  and  the 
ariomph  of  ChristiaBity.  Have  these  med- 
dling Christians  so  weak  a  sense  of  the 
troth  they  profess*  as  to  think  it  cannot 
ddend  itself;  or  if  they  will  nodertake 
iu  deienee,  woald  not  their  victory  be  a 
liule  more  clear  and  honourable  wtthoat 
th^  aid  of  a  constable  ?«i»Do  these  pre« 
sanaptttous  worms  think  that  God  cannot 
support  himself  without  their  disabling 
statutes  I  Sir;  these  penons  do  inezpressi-* 
ble  injury  to  the  cause  they  would  sup- 
port ;   not  onl^  by  the  discredit  they 
bring  eo  religion,  and  of  ^htch  its  ene- 
■atet  have  always  been  ready  to  lake  ad* 
▼antage,  but  by  teaching  itt  professors  to 
lean  tn  any  decree  on  foreign  aid»  and  less 
an  what  it  theur  only  true  and  legitimate 
tapport,  parity  of  doctrine,  purity  of  lifbi 
and  an  humble  seal  in  tha  discharge  of 
itt  ministry. 

.   ft  teemt  to  me  thattome  of  thote  persons 
have  eitheriforgotor  too  little  stodied  their 
church  history,  when  they  would  repre- 
sent the  difierence  between  the  Catholic 
and  Protestant  religion  to  be  so  essentially 
extreme  and  irreconcilable.     I  suspect, 
if  they  were  to  come  to  a  fair  examination 
of  the  matter,  they  would  be  surprised  to 
find  how  much  they  had  been  misled  by 
the  misrepretentatioa   and  exaggeration 
which  it  was  for  a  considerable  time  the 
policy  of  thitconntry  to  favour  and  extend. 
A  policy  which  (wblether  or  no  it  could  be 
justified  at  the  time)  has  now  neither  ex*: 
cuse  nor  pretext.      Such  persons  would 
find  that  tne  difference  is  really  not  as 
wide  as  they  imagine  :    that  the  original 
breach  was  occasioned  rather  by  corrupt 
practices,  than  erroneous  opinions ; — that 
It  was  rendered  absolute  rather  by  political 
than  religious  causes ;   and  that  the  first 
reformers,  so  far  from  deeming  the  difier- 
encts  irreconcilable,  had  laboured  bard  to 
produce    reconciliation.      That    the    ig« 
norance  and  darkness  of  the  times  should 
produce,  in  religion  as  in  every  thing  ehe 
error  and  corruption  was  to  bys  expected. 
Bat  are  we  to  .fasten  on  the  Catholics,  as 
an  inherent  sin,  all  those  ervors^aad  corrup- 
tions, or  are  we  not  to  make  the  same  aU 
lawsnce  for  the  Catholics  on  account  of 
the  times,  as  is  made  forevery  thing  else  ? 
As  well  might  we  fix  on   our  constitution 
tU  tbt  tyianaiet  of  Ueory  the  7th  aod  8tfa, 


ts  oa  the  Catholic  Mi|pon  all  tlie  abuses 
then  defended.  In  common  justice,  we 
ought  to  try  them  by  their  teneu  as  now 
professed,  understood,  and  exemplified  in 
their  conduct,  if  this  is  done,  we  sImH  find 
them  maintaining  no  practice,  and  holding 
no  doctrines  (whether  free  from  error  i^ 
another  question) ;  but  n(vie  which  are 
incompatible  with  the  true  principles  of 
good  subjecu  or  sincere  christians.— Why 
then,  when  every  motire  df  religion  or 
policy  prompte  a  reconciliation,  shall  wa 
declare  intermmable  war  with  them,  not 
only  to  the  great  danger  of  the  state,  but 

Freat  injury  to  the  cause  of  Christianity  } 
verily  believe  that  no  man  could  render 
either  a  greater  benefit  to  the  state  or  a 
service  more  acceptable  to  God,  than  he 
who  should  do  any  thing  to  heal  those 
deep  wounds  which  Christianity  has  re« 
ceived  in  the  contests  of  its  disciples,  and 
in  any  degree  to  approximate  those  who 
worship  and  love  the  same  master.  It  it 
here  impossible  not  to  notice  a  former  pub- 
lication made  in  this  view  by  a  worthy 
bart.  (sir  J.  Hippisley),  as  well  as  his  able 
speech  in  seconding  the  motion  now  before 
the  Hotne.  The  execution  is  a«  honoura- 
ble to  his  understanding,  as  the  porpete  is 
to  his  heart  ;  and  for  it  I  think  he  deserves 
the  united  thanks  of  the  christian  world. 
But  it  is  said  the  restrictions  left  on  the 
Catholics  are  not  intended  either  for  the 
purpose  of  punishment  or  to  bring  them 
over,  but  for  that  of  self-defence. 

Self-defence  against  whom  ?  Against 
those  who  offer  you  every  pledge  of  seco** 
rity  that  you  can  devise  for  their  political 
principles.  Who  draw  the  distinction  be- 
tween their  religious  and  political  duties 
so  clearly,  that  you  cannot  by  possibility 
misunderstand  them.  Who  exemplify 
their  political  principlesby  their  conduct; 
— ^ho,  if  you  still  doubt  their  sincerity, 
refer  you  to  their  conduct  in  peace,  in  war. 
in  rebellion  i  who  recruit  your  armies  and 
man  your  nary ;  who  ilfustrate  the  Ca^ 
tholic  practice  by  the  victories  they  have 
achieved  for  yoo  and  the  blood  they  are 
shedding  in  your  defence.  Are  these  tha 
persons  against  whom  you  are  maintaining 
penalties  on  the  ground  of  self-defence  T 
Self-defence  !  and  by  what  meani  ?  By 
takf ng  fi-om  them  the  sword  ?  No :  you 
leave  them  the  sword,  and  take  from  them 
the  feather  of  distinction,  the  soldier's 
pride  and  honour;  that  which  cannot  ad4 
to  his  strength,  but  must  confirm  hit  attach* 
raent.  But  the  absurdity  is  not  less  in 
other  pomti  of  rttw.     A  regimsnt  ihaU 
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consist  entirely  of  Catholics,  a  ship  shall 
be  entirely  manned  by  Catholics  ;  of  these 
persons  you  have  no  fear,  amoQgst  whom, 
if  there  were  any  dark  principles  in  their 
religion,  which  could  render  it  dangerous, 
such  danger  must  more  probably  ^xist ; 
but  the  officer,  the  man  of  enlightened 
education,  with  whom  such  danger  must 
at  any  rate  be  less ;  he  who  has  moreover 
stronger  motives;  both  of  interest  and  of 
honour,  to  be  faithful  to  the  state  he  serves, 
it  is  of  him  you  will  be  jealous,  against  him 
trou  will  guard  ;  he  shall  not  be  trusted 
beyond  a  certain  rank ;  and,  you  say, 
whereas  we  have  dOtOOO.Catholics  fighting 
in  our  army  and  navy,  for  further  Recurity 
against  the  evil  designs  of  such,  be  it  enact- 
ed that  no  Catholic,  shall  become  member 
of  a  corporation,  or  become  a  director  of 
the  bank ! 

The  argument,  ihat  Catholics  cannot  be 
trusted  on  their  oaths  seems  now  to  be 
less  relied  on  tba'h  formerly,  but  as  it  has 
not  been  wholly  abandoned,  I  will  not 
pass  it  over,  for  it  is,  not  only  of  an  ab- 
surdity which  no  invention  could  surpass, 
but  of  a  malice  fit  only  for  the  devil. 
Thus  it  stands :  the  Catholics  cannot  be 
trusted  on  their  oath.  What  then  ?  Do 
you  exterminate  them  ?  This  would  be 
intelligible,  and  almost  be  just.  Do  you 
deprive  them  of  the  protection  of  the 
laws,  of  which  they  would  be  unwonhy  r 
This  also  would  be  intelligible,  and  would 
be  just.  Do  you  disqualify  them  from 
taking  an  oath,  which  seems  the  necessary 
consequence  of  such  an  opinion  concern- 
ing them }  No  one  of  these  things  you 
will  do,  but  you  will  put  them  to  the 
test  of  an  oath,  whether  they  are  of  a 
religion  or  not  which  disregards  an 
oath.  —  But,  Sir,  the  wickedness  of 
this  argument  shall  not  escape  under 
shelter  of  its  absurdity.  Those  who, 
from  the  sophistries  of  the  most  wicked 
persons  in  the  ^orst  ages,  never  adopted 
by  the  Catholics  at  large,  and  now  dis- 
claimed by  all,  can  conclude  thus  of  three 
fourths  of  Ireland  and  three-fourths  of 
Europe,  should  excite  Something  more  than 
contempt,  and  their  argument  should  only 
be  mentioned,  that  it  may  be  trampled 
under  foot  with  abhorrence. 

Of  the  King's  conscience  we  also  hear 
less  now  than  formerly.  It  is,  indeed, 
very  clear,  that  without  the  utmost  disre- 
spect to  his  Majesty  that  could  not  be 
considered  as  a  case  of  conscience,  which 
has  already  been  so  ofUn  broken  through. 
— ffiat  we  will  suppose!  (what  this  House 


ought  not  constitatiobally  to  admit 
knowledge  of)    that  his  M^eaty   has    ss 
strong  opinion  against  conceding  forthe^ 
to  the  Catholics.    If  so,  his  Majettj  will 
do  his  duty.    But  let  us  do  ours..     If  w« 
think  they  ought  to  be  conceded  to.  it 
our  duty  to  give  that  advice.     We 
here  to  counsel,  and  not  to  flatter.     Sooiv 
gentlemen  would  delay  such  advice  till 
what  they  call  a  favourable   moiDent  z 
that  is,  till  we  suppose  it  would  be  ac- 
ceptable.   Such  a  mode  of  acting  woaki 
obviously  destroy  all  the  uses  and   func- 
tions of  this  House.     But  is  indeed  socii 
delay  within  our  power?     Are  vre  sure 
the    times  admit  of  it*     Are   we    sore 
that  we  shall  not  want  the  cordiaU   mwo 
of  every  man  in  Ireland,  before  the  peri<Mi 
to  which  they   would  delay  a   measure 
which  alone .  can  produce  it  ?     Are  we 
sure  that  foreign  devices,  workine  cm  ia- 
temal  discontent,  may  not,    bemre  tbe 
time  to  which  they  would  delay  its  rt^ 
medy,  produce  mischief  perhaps  irrep* 
rable  ?     Are  we  not  sure  thai  the  slower 
it  arrives,  justice  becomes  the  leaa  grate- 
ful ?     Do  we  not  see  that  even    now; 
that  which  would  but  a  few  years  ag» 
have  been  gratefully  accepted,  With  the 
conditions  annexed,  is  refused  noder  those 
conditions?     Have  we  quite  forpot  our 
dear-bought  experience    with   Aaiencs^ 
when  avarice  led   the  way,  and    prtdr 
would  not  retreat,  firom  claims  in  them- 
selves unimportant  ?     iVs  concesaion  was 
delayed,  those  claims  rose  higher,  till  at 
last  concession  could  not  keep  paoe  with 
them,  and  in  the  end  we  could  not  pur- 
chase her  friendship  even  by  the  cooces* 
sion  of  all.— May  this  not  be  tbe  case 
with  Ireland,  and  may  we  not  delay  oar 
justice  till  it  shall  be  too  late  ! 

It  would  seem,  Sir,  as  if  every  motive 
which  can  act  on  the  human  mind  all 
combined  to  urge  us  to  the  same  con- 
clusion.— 

<*  CftD  love  allura  us,  or  can  terror  ave  ?*' 

Do  we  long  to  join  with  our  brethren  in 
Ireland  in  tbe  strongest  union  of  affection^ 
Do  we  dread  the  loss  of  Ireland, — that 
which  must  now  be  tbe  loss  of  England 
also  ?  Do  we  like  peace  and  safety  bet- 
ter than  commotion  and  danger  ?  Do  vre 
love  justice  ?  do-' we  love  religion  ?— -All, 
aH  these  motives  urge  us  to  the  sam^  point  : 
Justice  to  and  friendship  with  the  Ca- 
tholics. 

To  such  reasons  it  would  seem  impos- 
sible that  any  authority  could  give  ^di- 
tional  weight.    Yet,  ai  if  that  jio  possible 
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leroand  might  be  waniinff,  we  bate  bere  a 
force   cf  autborities,  tacE  as  perhaps  bad 
never  before  concurred  on  aoy  subject. 
The  authoAiy  of  every  great  man  since 
the   caae  baa  exialed.    That  of  Mr.  Fox 
and    Mr.  Pitt,  wbo  differing  on  almost 
every  otber  subject,  could  not  but  agree 
on  ihia.    That  of  Mr.  Barke,  whose  wis* 
doni  on  late  occasions,  hits  seemed  almost 
|>roplieiical.    That  of  lord  Cornwallis,  the 
pacificator  of  Ireland.    That  of  a  right 
hon.  ^ent.  present  (Mr.  Graitan,)  wbo  if 
any    man  ever  deserved  more  than  an*>^ 
other  to  be  called  the  patriot  of  his  coun- 
try, deserves  that  proudest  of  all  titles.— 
And  shall  I  omit  to  mention  the  authority 
olbini,  so  long  the  pride  and  ornament  of 
this  House  and  country,  of  whose  loss  we 
are     hourly    trembling    to    hear,    (Mr. 
Windham.)  So  lately  and  so  fervently  did 
,  he  urge  the  cause  of  the  Catholics,  that 
it  is  impossible  not  to  feel  as  if  be  wef« 
now  amungst  us,  and  pleading  that  cause 
to  our  hearts  which  he  can  no. longer 
plead  to  our  ears.     He  may  be  gone,  and 
that  voice  on  which  we  have  so  ofiien 
hung    with    improtement    and   delight, 
may  be  heard  no  more !  But  let  not  what 
he  said  be  lost  upon  ns  ;  let  his  precepts, 
and    let  bis  example  live.— Never  shall 
bis  memory    die    while  virtue,   genius, 
patriotism,  integrity,  courage,  and  all  the 
'    qualities  and  attainments  which  can  adorn 
or  honour  human  nature,  continue  to  be  in 
estimation. 

As  to  the  Veto,  I  confess  I  have  been 
extremely  sorry  to  see  that  it  is  refused  by 
the  Catholics,  not  being,  (as  I  think,)  at 
all  connected  with  any  of  their  religious 
opinions.  But  I  have  been  sorry  rather 
because  it  would  delay  the  accomplish* 
ment  of  that  which  they  desire,  than  that 
%he  Veto  appears  to  roe  of  any  great 
momeot  in  itkelf ;  and  my  reasons  are 
these : 

First,  I  do  not  discover  the  danger  of 
foreign  influence,  and  secondly,  I  do  not 
see  how,  if  that  danger  did  exist,  the  Veto 
yvoold  be  an  adequate  guard  against  it. 

I  do  not  see  the  danger ;  for  I  think  the 
sepsration  between  spiritoal  and  temporal 
power  is  so  perfectly  drawn  and  well  un- 
derstood, that  the  former  can  no  longer 
act  oathe  latter,  and  I  think  the  state  of 
Soropeisaproof  of  it.  If  it  is  objected 
thstspiritoal  power  in  Ireland  is  more  effec- 
tive than  elsewhere,  lanswer  that  this  is  pre- 
citel^  owing  to  the  depression  in  which  the 
Bomub  church  has  there  been  held  ;  and 
.that  if  yoa  would  reduce  spiriiual  power 


in  Irelaqd  to  the  same  fiulUtV  as  to  tem- 
poral matters,  which  it  has  fSalien  to  every 
where  else,  you  must  let  it  alone,  and  not 
oppose  it. 

but  i^  it  were  otherwise,  and  thatthe 
spiritual  influence  bf  the  Pope  extended 
over  temporal  matters  to  any  considerable 
degree ;  still,  firom  what  we  have  expe- 
rienced  lately,  we  should  rather  consider 
that,  as  the  power  of  a  friendly  ally,  than 
of  an  enemy.  While  the  present  Pope 
continues  no  danger  need  be  feared,  in- 
deed it  is  impossible  to  mention  this  pre* 
late  without  the  highest  admiration.  De- 
prived of  every  comfort,  subject  to  every 
indignity,  exposed  to  every  danger,  as- 
sail^ by  every  temptation  ;  his  constancy 
and  resignation  in  suifiering,  and  hia 
courageous  adherence  to  hia  duty,  pre* 
sent  a  spectacle  of  virtue  and  religion 
which  has  not  been  surpassed  in  the  chris- 
tian history. 

But  it  is  said,  another  Pope  may  follow, 
nominated  by,  and  a  tool  in  the  hands  of 
our  enemy: — I  answer,  that  this  may  bai^* 
pen,  but  also,  it  may  not  happen.  If  it 
does,  it  remains  to  be  seen  whether  such  m 
Pope  would  have  in  Ireland  the.  influence 
we  fear.  From  the  declarations,  of  the 
Catholics,  as  well  as  the  reason  of  the 
thing,  there  is  good  ground  to  believe  that 
he  would  not,  and  thus  the  danger  we  ap* 
prehend  may  never  arrive. 

Sir,  I  willnot  incur  a  present  and  certain 
danger  to  avoid  one  that  is  future  and  am* 
tingent.  Besides,  I  contend  that  when 
that  danger  arrives,  it  will  better  be 
guarded  against  than  it  can  now ;  because, 
the  existence  of  the  danger  being  then 
apparent,  all  good  men  would  join  with  ua^ 
in  adopting  the  necessary  measures :  and 
those  things  which  are  now  resisted  as  a 
concession  to  our  unjust  apprehension^ 
would  then  be  called  for  by  the  Catholics 
as  a  security  for  their  own  independence* 

But,  if  the  Catholic  clergy  retaining 
a  tetnporal  influence  over  the  people  of 
Ireland,  should  ever  be  in  a  sute  to  be 
acted  on  by  oor  enemy,  through  the  me* 
dium  of  the  Pope.  I  imagine  that  the  Veto 
would  be  but  <  a  feeble  rampart  to  protect 
us.  The  civil  laws  of  the  country  would  be 
a  much  more  powerful  guard,  and  if  they 
are  inadequate  to  the  case,  much  may  be 
added  as  circumstances  may  require.  If 
disused,  the  Veto  is  nothing ;  if  put  into  ao 
tion,  itwottld  be  a  perpetual  cause  of  irrite* 
tion,  and  that  without,  as  I  think,  gainmg  a 
single  point.  In  every  view,  domestic  no* 
mination  oflfen,  without  those  objections* 
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a  more  practicable  ai  well  as  a  more  tU 
fectual  security. 

Though  I  think  the  Catholics  are  wrongs 
iQ  refusing  any  thing  which  their  religion 
does  not  command  them  to  refuse,  yet  I 
think  from  all  that  has  passed,  they  are 
entitled  to  much  allow^ce.  They  have 
not  been  well  treated,  they  may  therefore 
naturally  be  suspicious  and  unjust.  But 
let  them,  on  the  other  hand,  make  a  dae 
allowance  for  the  fears  and  prejudices  of 
,tbe  Protestants.  We  also  had  once  much 
to  complain  of,  and  if  our  suspicions  and 
prejudices  be  not  wholly  worn  out,  in  our 
turn  we  may  be  excused.  Let  the  Catho- 
lics and  Protestants  but  once  meet  for  a 
moment  in  this  temper  and  the  thing  is 
done.  It  is  with  us  to  set  the  example, 
for  we  are  the  strongest,  and  hare  there* 
fore  the  least  cause  to  fear.  We  have 
been  last  in  the  wrong,  and  ought  there- 
fore to  make  the  advance. 

Many  and  deep  have  been  the  disap- 
pointments of  this  country  ;  great  the 
successes  of  our  enemy,  and  great  is  our 
present  danger,  but  we  have  now  in  our 
power,  and  by  the  single  voteof  this  night, 
to  gain  over  Buonaparte  a  victory  more 
important  than  be  ever  gained  over  his 
enemies. 

Finally,  if  nothing  can  convince  or  per- 
suade the  opposers  of  this  motion,  let 
them  at  least  recollect  bow  vain  their  op- 
position must  be.  As  well  might  they 
stop  the  tide  of  the  Atlantic  from  flowing 
on  the  shores  of  Ireland,  as  stop  the  tide  of 
opinion  which  prevails  through  that  coun- 
try, in  favour  of  Catholic  emancipation. 
All  that  they  caado  by  their  opposition  is 
to  delay  it  for  a  very  little  while,  and  to 
cause  mat  to  be  the  result  of  desperate 
conflict  and  painful  victory,  which  they 
ought  to  owe  to  the  justice  and  love  of  this 
country; 

Captain  Porter  rose  amidst  a  loud  cry 
of  question,  question.*— Sir ;  I  am  aware  that 
the  question  has  been  badly  called  for ; 
and  certainly  I  Should  have  no  wish  to 
protract  the  discossidn  to  any  greater 
length,  but  for  the  desire  I  have  to  answer 
an  obtervation  made  by  the  hon.  gent  who 
spoke  last.  The  hon.  gent,  in  his  speech, 
was  very  eloquent  in  recommending  con- 
ciliation en  tiie  part  of  his  Majeetv  a  ((>• 
vernment,  towards  all  classes  of  his  .Ma- 
jesty's subjects.  With  hie  observa^ns  in 
this  respect  I  perfectly  tgree ;  but  I  can- 
not consent  to  have  it  go  forth  that  his 
Majesty's  government  hanw  been  in  any 
lespectinatlanture  tothi  inteffeita  of  the 


subject,  when  the  grievance  came    in  a 
shape  which  coildbe  removed  with  aafetji 
and  prudence.    The  hon.  gent,    has   net; 
taken  much  notice  of  the  prevalence  of  the 
disposition  iix  the  officers  of  the  army  and 
navy,  to  indulge  the  men,  of  wlMiftaoever 
religion  they  may  be,  in  the  coiuree    ibey 
think  best  of  worshipping  the  Deit  j.      I 
can  assure  the  hon.  gent  I  have  eeen  that 
with  great  pleasure,  and  certainly  there  has 
been  a  very  sood  reason  for  doin^p  it  ;  fi>r 
as  a  means  of  conciliating  the  men,  it  was 
the  best  that  could  have  been   adopted. 
Nor  has  this  disposition  been  less  mantfeit- 
ed  on  the  part  of  his  Majesty's  mioisten ; 
and  certain  I  am,  painful  as  their  duty 
sometimes  is,  if  the  hon.  gent,  was  bimaelf 
in  the  administration  he  would  do  the  same 
— (a  laugh).    I  would  ask  him,  whether  ii 
is  not  always  better  to  conciliate  than  u> 
provoke  ;    and  whether  the  character  of 
the  British  nation  has  not  been   rendered 
conspicuous  throughout  the  world    for  thii   - 
very  disposition  }    Sir,  no  man  will  dear   i 
me  that.      I  know  that  this  haa  been  tk    i 
case  on  the  particular  ser? ices  to  whidi  I 
'  have  had  the  honour  of  htm^  attached. 
In  Sicily  and  in  Malta  we  have   atwajs 
maintained  the  eharacierof  Great  BHtsm. 
^t  has  been  by  conciliating  wherever  we 
go,  that  England  has  so  many  Irieodi^  and 
so  proud  'a  name.     But,  Sir,  with  regpeci 
to  the  immediate  question  before  us.    We 
are  now  talking  of  persenagies,  whose  idea- 
tity  it  is  difficult  to  ascertain.      The  right 
hon.  gent,  who  brought  fbrward  this  qoe^ 
tion,  talked  to  us  about  the  P6pe.  -    New 
I  would  ask  any  man  to  tell  me  who  is  the 
Pope  ?  Why  it  is  as  difficult  to  find  ool 
who  he  is,  as  it  is  to  leH  us  who  is  the 
King  of  Spain.    We  really  know  not  whe 
the  one  or  the  other  is.     j&ir,  in  reject  to 
what  has  been  said  of  the  Irieh  character, 
I  have  little  to  say.    I  lament  as  much  si 
any  man  can  the  unfortunate  commotions 
that  have  taken  place  in  that  country. 
Whatever  ma^  have  been  said  to  the  pre- 
judice of  their  loyalty  and  attachment,  I 
cannot  undertake  to  touch  upon  such  a 
subject.    I  can  onlv  sa]F,  that  if  tfie  hon. 
ffent.  had  witnessed  their  conduct  in  the 
Mediterranean  he  would  think  veiy  highly 
sf  them,     i  never  saw  an  instance  where 
they  were  called  upon  that  they  did  not 
do  their  doty  like  other  men  and  like 
sailers,  aa  tliey  ou jht.     Always*  dbedient 
and  attentive  to  their  duty.    But  tbsie  men 
were  always  protected  in  the  permit  of 
their  rslifftons  teneti.    Do  you  thinli  I  ever 
prefspted  n  Cilholic  tfom  going  t<  okapel. 
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io  ^whatever  port  we*  lappmied  lo  be  ?  I 
^Ivrays  wished  thiiin  to  ijo.  .  Sir«4bdy  are 
not  mesety  meot  but  seaiQ«a ;  ikey  know 
cheir  duty,  and  I  nover  found  them  in  the 
least  degme  injurad  by  going  to  chapelk 
1  always  thought  they  wer«eatitM  to  fol- 
low the  coarae  of  their  veUgion  in  wbidi, 
they  were  bred  up. — (Theory  ofipiestioa ! 
intenrupted  the  hop.  member,  and  be  sat 
dowa.) 

Mr.  R.  $.  Xto^ot.— Sir,  it  will  be  ud- 
necesaary  for  me  lo  trouble  the  House  at 
amy  great  leogth  at  this  advanced  hour 
of    the  morniogi.      The  argument*  that 
have  been  broiight  forward  to  night,  have; 
not  related  so  much  to  the  ejq)edi9ocy 
c£  the  particular  measures  recommended 
by  the  rightn  bon«  gent,  as  to  the  general 
hardships  sustained  by  the  Roman  Catho- 
lics, fr6m<  thediaabilities  under,  which  they 
labour;  now.  Sir,  on  that  tppic,  and  the 
particular  manner  in  which  those  argu- 
laents   hare   been    brought    f^>rward,  it 
might  be  inferred  that  tliey  were  appli<* 
cablannlytD  the  members  o^  hisMajes* 
ty's  pr^sen^  goTemmenl.      In  the  first 
piece  1  must  really  beg  toi  express  my  i)e* 
gret  that  gentlcHsea  who  have  argued  this 
qjiestion  have  not  brought  forward  (at 
least  in  my  opinion)  any  grounds  stnMig. 
enough  to  inonce  the  lleuse,  not  merely 
to  do  avray  all  the  disahilitiee  which  are 
complained  of,  but  still  lees  for  adopting 
the  motioa  proposed  by  tbe«  right  h^oo* 
gsnt.  and   furtbsr,  that  tfaeyh  haire  mH 
stated  the  distinot  plan,  or  lystem,  which 
it  would'be  in  their  eontemplsiion.t# name 
to  the  Hoasok  if  it  should  be*  their  plea** 
suire  to  sustain  the  motiott.    Laai^  sure  that 
the  right  hon.  gent».  will  agfee^  that  uo* 
less  ibis  measure  of  ramoviBg»tbe  rameiu- 
ing  disabilities  of  the  Roman  Catholics 
can  be  accompanied  with  the  general  good 
will  and  conseoti*  nnkas  it  oaai  be  oarrted 
on  with  general  approbation,  and*  unless 
evsry  species. of  oppesitioA'  wid  violenoe, 
on  the  part  of  his  if  tgesty's  subjects  to  it, 
can  be  avoided,  it  weuld^  be  much  better 
thattbe  question  had  neeer  been  movedi 
If  this  were  not  the  ease,  the  consequeiMe 
mast  be  such,  ss  lam  sure,  the  right  hon. 
gent  hiaiself  woold>  deeply  lameot.  Mow, 
wbsa  I  state  that,  I  beg.  leavanot  to  be 
compieheBded  amonns  those  who-  are 
stated  to  be  hostile  m  prtneiple^  at  all 
times  and   under  all    cireomsiaDees,  to 
every  thing  like  ooneeasioni    I  beg  die- 
tiactly  to  dtsolaim  that  charge  vrhicfa  has 
been  bfonant  forward  by  genderaeo  op* 
pwits»  ana  paniaohtrly/  byi  dm  nght  hon* 
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I  gent,  who  has  stated  distinolly  aad  p0ii^ 
lively  that  the  adm^nistratipn  vfhith^aiq^ 
in  ahttf  the  ^renville  government,  came 
in   under   a  positive  engagement  to  hi^ 
M^esty,  that  they  never   would,  under 
s^ny  circumstances,  support,  this  quesiionii 
In  disclaiming  such  an  imputaUofi  upoo 
such  a  subject,  I  have  the  addkioosl  voiotk 
of  my  right  hoD.  friend  oo  the  bengh  l^eloim 
me,  who  h^s  mosi,  forcibly  and.  un^uivo* 
cally  stated/  that    no  suf;h    pledge  wa% 
given.      Sir,  for  myself  I   have  .oi|ly  toi 
state,  ia  answer  to  this  general  asseniou, 
that  it  is  not  the  fact,  ami  I  desire  that  I 
m^y  not  ba  included  ampugst  thos^  who 
entertain  this  doctrine,  that  under  any, 
oireunistances,  such  a  pledge  could  boi 
giveBb    I  say.  Sir*.  I  desire  not  to.  be  iui-. 
eluded  amongst  sush  men.;  and  I,*  beg  it 
be  understood  that  my  ofar^clion  is  to  \ti& 
period  the  right  hon«  geat«  has  brought 
forward  this  question.     I  own  that  there 
are  obstacles  which,  under  my  apprehen* 
sion,.  do  intervene,  and  which  may  be.  in»> 
expedient  to  his  ownobje/ot  in  bringing* 
forward  the  subject.     Nqw  it  has  been 
stated  by   several   gentlemen,  that   the/ 
Veto,  and  other  measures  of  that  descrip* 
tion,  which  it  might  be  supposed  necessary 
to  require,  as  concessions  on  the  part  of' 
the  Catholics,  form   a   most   important' 
branQh  of  this  discussion.    .  I,  for  one^' 
think  it  most  material  ta  the  present  quee* 
tion,  not  only  not  to  lose  sight  of  the  Veto,' 
but  to<ask  the  right  hon*  gent,  whether,  if< 
we  consent  to  ^  into  this  commitbee,  ho 
means  te  stale  to-  us  any  proposition  which 
ha  is  prepared  to  submit  to  this  committee* 
I  now  ask  him»  does,  he  ni^san  to  suite  aay 
proposition^,  whic^  he  is  ready  to  propose 
le  the  committee,  upon  \\4)ii:h  they  may 
be  likely  to  oaeet  with  the  concurrence  of* 
the.  Romao  Catholics  of  Ireland?     I  am. 
sure'  he  is  not,  a«»d  that  he  entertains  no; 
such  ides.     The  right  hen.  gent.,  seems 
not  to  hsve  considered  the  importance  of- 
thie  proffosiiion..     I  would  ask  hink,  does 
he  concur  in  the  opinion  lord  Grenville* 
bus  deli-vered  .upon  the  question  of  the^ 
VeM»^    Lord  Grenville  has  stated,  and  in' 
his  opinion,  he  is  supported  by  my  lord. 
Lemedowneand  mv  lord  Grev«  '*  that  cir»' 
cumstanced  as  the  queition  of  Catholio-' 
Emaoctpation  is  in-England  and  Ireland,- 
it  is  his(lcirdGrenvilie'8>opini«)n,ihatany 
motion  groandedonthe  Catholio  questioa* 
could  not  at  this  time  be  brought  for  vrvd  in 
either  House  of  Parliament,  without  urept  \ 
aad  penaanent  disadvantage  to  iu  otge ck  ' 
.    Does  the  sight  hon.  i^ivoonpyi  in  jt»as' 
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epinion  ?    Does  he  agree  in  opinioii  with 
my  lord  Gre^r^aiid  my  lord  Lansdowne, 
that  Ihat  doctrine  is  ^rue  ?    If  he  does  not^ 
I  must  say  for  one  I  am  inclined  to  take 
tl^eir  authority  as  of  some  weight  in  the 
consideration  of  this  subject.     Sir/ their 
opinion  is  not  to  be  set  at  naught— it  is  in 
my  opinion  of  the  highest  importance  to  the 
question*    If  such  distinguished  characters 
asthey>  with  all  the  information  theypos* 
iess— if  they  state  deliberately,— not  rash- 
ly,  nor  unadvisedly,  but  in  the  most  au- 
thentic and  une<][uiyocaI  form,— if  they 
state  that  the^  subject  cannot  now  be  dis- 
cussed—that   the    petitions    cannot    be 
•brought  under  consideration  without  per- 
mmneiit  disadvantage  to  the  objects  they 
•eek — am  I  not  justified  in  stating  that  the 
right  hon.  gent,  with  a  view  of  bettering 
the  condition  of  the  Catholics,  would  not 
have  acted    more  wisely  in  abstaining 
from     bringing    the    question    forward. 
No,w  I  am  not  stating  ihe  opinion  of  lord 
l^renville  upon  the  Veto,  as  the  only 
ground  upon  which  I  would  oppose  the 
present  motion.      I  am  not  disposed  to 
enter  into  the  question  whether  it  would 
or  Would  not  be  an  efficient  safeguard,  but 
I  am  disposed  to  concur  with  lord  Gren- 
▼ille  in  the  opinion  he  has  delivered  upon 
its.  merits.   An  hon.  gent  has  said  that  he 
is  glad  that  that  is  the  only  objection,  and 
that  if  the  Veto  is  arranged  the  coticession 
would  be  made.    Now  I  beg  leave   to 
diiier  from  him  ;  my  lord  Grenville  also 
differs  from  him,  for  he  states^  and  most 
truly,  that  that  is  a  roost  important  object 
to  consider ;  but  it  is  not  the  only  one 
that  is  important.     It  is  only  one  of  the 
many  objections  to  be  removed,  before 
we  can  grant  any  thing  permanent.     I 
therefbre  roust  agree  with  lord  Grenville, 
and  assure  the  hon.  gent,  that  the  Veto  is 
not  the  only  objection,  but  there  are  otheni 
which  remain  to  be  removed  before  any 
permanent  concession  can  be  arransefl. 
Now,  Sir,  a  great  deal  has  been  stated  by 
the  hon.  gent,  who  »poke  la!4,  upon  the 
^anbjert  of  disturbances  in  Ireland,  and  the 
necessity  under  which  we  labour,  of  grant- 
ing all  the  concessions  asked,  with  a  view 
to  the  permanent   tranquillity    of   that 
country.     Nowj  I  most  say,  but  certainly 
with  ^reat  diffidence,  that  I  cannot  con- 
cur with  the  hon.  gent,  in  his  opinion  that 
shfionrceof  the  partial  disturbances  which 
kive  agitated  Ireland^  are  to  be  attributed 
to  the  cause  he  assigns.    I  will  venture  to 
slate  that  the  late  partial  disturbances  in 
that  cooBUy  are  not  fo  bo  traced  to  the 


disa1){lttiei  of  the  lower  clasiea     fer  they 
have  none.    I  do  not  believe  that  tiae  dis- 
abilities under  which  they  laboQr»    ^erc 
the  cause  of  those  disturbances.     I  <lo  oat 
think  that  the  state  of  society,  in  that  coon- 
try  warranu  the  hon.  gent,  in  aacribinr 
those  distorbances  to  that  cause  ;     bat  I 
would    ask    the    hon.    gentleman,     imbo 
began  the  debate  this  evenings  vrhsen  he 
talks    of  the  tyrannical   hardships     Ihat 
country  labours  under,  does  he  look   to 
some  measure  within  these  few  days  in 
thi^  House,  in  which  that  country  ^repeal 
of  the  Insurrection  Act)  was  concerned  ? 
I  would  beg  the  hon.  gent,  to  advert  to 
those  measures.    I  believe  this  House  wifl 
be  disposed  to  concur  in  the  declarattoa 
so  properly  made  by  an  hon.  gent,  bebtuf 
me,  (Mr.  M*Naughten)  that  the  present 
reign  is  not  one  of  persecution  or  tyranny; 
either  in  a  civil,  military,  or  religvons  point 
of  view  ;  and  I  trust  also  that  the  declara* 
tion  made,  and  the  (neasures  introduced 
within  these  few  days,  "by  a  right  hoiv 
gent,  near  me,  the  secretary  (or  Irish  ai^ 
fairs  (Mr.  W.  Pole),  that  it  is  not  the  dis* 
position  of  the  present  gOvemdaent  of  Ire* 
land  to  impose  any  restrictions  upon  ciie 
people  of  that  country,  much  less  to  per* 
secute  them  ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  to  ex- 
tend to  them  every  degree  of  liberty  aod 
protection  which  the  laws  can  afford  to 
the  rest  of  their  fellow-subjects,  (allsdiag 
to  the  bill  for  repealing  the  Irish  insunvc* 
tion  and-  arms  acts,  and  Mr.  Pole's  speech 
on  that  occasion).     Now,  Sir,  an    hon. 
gent.,  who  sits  opposite  to  me,  in  discuss- 
ing tl^e  question,  as  f^r  as  it  was  to  be 'at- 
tributed to  his  Majesty's  present  mintstert, 
has  thought  fit  to  state  that  they  had  been 
the  cause  of  great  discontent  amongst  the 
Catholics  of  this  country,  and  that  the  rea- 
son was  the  bigotry  of  the  present  time 
would  not  suffer  them  to  open  their  eyes 
to  the  petition  of  the  £nglish  Catholics, — 
and  that  my  right  hon.  friend  had  dashed 
the  cop  of  expectation  from  the  lios  of 
the  English  Catholics.     I  wish  the  hon. 
gent,  would  say  whether  he  has  not  heard 
mat  the  very  ministers  who  preceded  my 
right  hon.  friend,  did  not  withdraw  this 
measure^  although  they  thought  it  essen* 
tially    necessary,    (Hear!    hear!)    and 
which  they  withdrew  for  no  other  reason 
than  to  retain  their  places,  (Hear !  hear  ! 
from  the  ministerial  benches,)  and  for  no 
ot|ier  reason  than  to  keep  their  places  ?  I 
do  not  say  that  a  government  may  not 
very  properly  withdraw  a  measare  if  they 
find  it  iaexpediegti  but  if  minislcn  thinks 
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vieasim  to  be  indispeniabijr  necessary, 

cither  iliey  6Qght  not  to  withdraw  it,  or 

they    ooglit    to    withdraw    theanselfes* 

rHear!  bear!  from  the  Opposition  benches) 

An   hon.  gent,  has  also  stated  that  Mr. 

Pits,  mt  the  time  of  the  Union,  did  hold 

out  such  espectatious  to  the  Catholics,  and 

thmt  th^e  expeotaiioos  were  buoyed  op 

tor  ao  long  a  time,  that  it  was  utterly  im» 

iKMaible,  by  bis  own  declaration,  for  him, 

or  any  of  those  with  whom  he  acted,  eyer 

again  to  return  to  office,  unless^they  were 

permitted  to^  bring  forward  the  question  of 

Catholic  emancipation.     Now  upon  that 

aabject  I  can  say«  that  at  the  time  lord 

Melville  was  in  office  no  such  pledge  was 

made,  and  certainly  his  lordship  cane  in 

sifierwirds  without  any  declared  intention 

of  bcinging  forward  the  Catholic  question. 

He  came  torward  with  no  pledge  that  that 

measure  should  be  carried  through,  still 

less  as  an  engagement  for  the  retention  of 

his  office. 

Now  the  right  hon.  gent,  who  brought 
forward  this  measure  has  stated  that  great 
progress  has  been  made  in  the  public  mind; 
m  the  removal  of  iu  objections  to  this 
measure.    To  a  certain  extent  I  am  ready 
to  admit,  the  objections  of  some  may  be 
removed,  but  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  to 
what^extent  they  are  answered  \  but  I  am 
prepared  to  assert  that  the  public  mind  is 
not  in  that  state  which  could  render  it  pos- 
sible to  carry  forward  the  measure  with 
that  general  feeling  of  conciliation  and 
concurrence  that  would  make  it  at  all  ad* 
visable  to  pass  it  at  this  time.    This  is  the 
extent  to  which  I  am  prepared  to  state 
that  proposition.    The  right  hon.  gent, 
has  stated  that  in  the  year  1 805,  when  this 
question  was  agitated,  there  were  petitions 
mm  Oxford  md  London,  against  the  Ca« 
tbolic  claims;  and  from  the  absence  of 
similar  petitions  on  the  present  occasion, 
he  would  wish  it  to  be  interred  that  this  is 
a  convincing  symptom  of  conciliation  on 
the  part  of  the  public.    Upon  this  subject 
I  can  only  say  that  the  strongest  answer 
that  can  be  given  is  the  positive  instruc- 
tion! the  nniversity  of  Oxford  has  given  to 
eoe  of  their  representatives  to  oppose  it  in 
every  stage.    A  great  deal  his  oeen  said 
upon  the  satij^c^  ^^  ^^^  benefit  that  would 
ariie  from  this  question  being  discussed 
folly  and  amply  in  the  Committee.  Now» 
Sir,  before  I  can  accede  to  that  proposi* 
tioD,  I  should  wish,  at  leas^  to  have  heard 
wbst  are  the  propositions  to  be  submitted 
for  their  deliberation.— ^What  proposition 
itthe  right  \»tu  gem,  pitqNffed  to  bring 


Ibrwrihl?  Is  he  prepared  to  remove  aH 
the  disabilities  of  the  Cdtholics  without 
any  modification  ?  I  know  my  lord  Qttoh 
ville  does  not  think  so,  and  would  be  ^e 
first  to  raise  his  voice  against  it.  What  is 
he  prepared  to  do  ?  All  I  can  say  upon 
this  subject  is,  that  as  far  as  I  am  ac* 
quainted  with  the  sentiments  ofthepnblic 
in  this  country,  there  are  great  numbera 
of  peiaons  who  are  detidedly  hostile  to 
such  a  proposition.      And  I  venture  to 

Bredict,  that  should  the  right  *hononra* 
le  gentleman  obtain  his  porpose^f  it 
were  carried  by  a  majority,  I  will  even 
suppose— at  this  time,— and  in  such  a 
temperament  of  the  publio  mind,  it  is 
not  likely  thatthe  proposition  would  be  at- 
tended with  beneficial  conseouences  to 
the  country.  I  cannot  doubt  of  this ;  and 
1  say  again,  as  I  said  before,  those  hostile' 
circumstances  do  exist,  and  I  feel  they  do 
exist,  it  will  be  extremely  unfit  to  bring 
forward  this  measure,  or  make  it  possible 
that  it  can  be  discussed,  with  any  proa* 
pect  of  success,  opposed  as  It  must  be  by 
the  hostile  feelings  of  the  public,  and 
therefore,  I,  for  one,  cannot  assent  to  the 
motion. 

Now,  .if  the  right  hon.  gent,  states  that 
unlimited  concession  is  the  object  sought 
for  by  the  petitions,  I  think  he  is  mistaken  t 
for,  if  he  thinks  every  Catholic  is  as  san* 
guine  as  these  petitioners,  I  can  safely  say 
that  there  are  manv  Catholics  who  would 
even  object  to  nnhmitcd  concession.  I 
believe  there  are  many  Catholics  (and 
allow  me  to  say,  that  I  will  nol  attempt 
to  ooestion  the  general  loyalty  of  the 
whole  body)  but  I  believe  there  are  many 
Catholics  who  think  that  jome  such  mea- 
sure as  that  contended  for  by  my  lord 
Grenville,  would  be  highlv  beneficiial  and 
necessaiy.  I  know  perwctly  well  that 
the  English  Catholics  oo  not  agree  in  per* 
feet  unanimity  with  the  Irish  Catholics; 
we  know  that,  and  we  ail  know  that  the 
Catholics  of  Ireland  are  not  upon  terms  oC 
the  warmest  cordiality  amongst  themselves^ 
and  even  diflfer  from  their  own  bishope. 
Now«  imder  all  these  clrcumstanceti  is  me 
right  hop.  gent,  prepared  to  come  forward 
^it  be  prepared  to  state  that  oalimiSed 
concession  is  what  he  seeks— will  he  ven- 
ture to  ma]»  that  proposition  to  the  Con^ 
mittee  }  V  not,  we  now  remain  in  igno« 
ranee  of  what  he  proposes  to  de,  skoaM 
the  Honsa  agree  to  nia  motion. 

l  have  thus  stated  the  outline  of  the 
feeliogs  I  entertain  on  this  subject*  and  I 
have  tioinlad  ont  the  prinoyaL  giuendt 


irt^icji  ^jBf^f  tb^a»prirAft  woo.  oaQr  |iliiid>  -fti    fifitl  rfbets  4iad  gtoUe*  fiwrn  «be 
to  thfi  ine^pjedi^nry  «[f  pfi«ging  fonravd    which'h»d«aiwn«placa  inliBIIS 
tjie  C^tiiolic  G(aiin«  |br  (M^QiiMtoii.  "^^Tbe  ctiue  cC  ivenvral   to' 

Mr.  la.  JT.  %;|fi  flcmnfAled  m  the 
aingul^  Uoje  of  a^'gumeut  punned  by 
Dkless^s.  Dundas  and  Ryder,  wbo  aCier  two 
days  ,djebate,  a4d  a  fortnight's  i^epttration,  y 
b^d  not  attempted  to  bri^g  forward  a  sin* 
gle  furgumpnt  of  their  Qwxh  <Mr  to  answer 
one  of  those  addared  by  the  supporters  of 
t^s  Aiotioa.  They  «ad  only  justified 
tbe^  votes  OQ  the  epinions  •expressed 
bj^  lord  Gr<eo«Ule  la  his  kller  to  lord 
lun^i*  which  t|hey  hed  for  thsA  piir« 
l^se  misstate^ .  He  denied  that  it  was  said 
ui  any  part  of  that  letter  ''  that  unJess  the 
Veto  on  the  appoiotment  of  tiie  Catholic 
bishops  vvas  coAceded  t^  the  ;crowa»  Ca« 
^holic  eoiancipatioQ  oeuld  not  be  «raa*- 
ed."-T*It  way  tcue  th^t  loid  Gi^nviSe  k* 
Wi^nted  the  failure  of  the  Veto.as  beiag  the 
ceadlfst  and  simplest  secur^y  which  could 
he  ,a0brd^d  egeinsi  foreiga  interference^ 
iud  as  being  jesiified  by  t£e  pmcAioe  ef  die 
Catholic  church  in  other  countries ;  but 
j^e  expresfi]^  sMtted>  that  ail  he  thought 
necessary  was,  thatsomee&ctuai  secunty 
of  this  nature  should  be  provided,  and  that 
|b<^fo/ns.of  that  eeeurityi^  and  detail  of 
^  ai7angement>  were  matters  of  minor 
ii))po.r|aoi?e  *.-^$y  acceding  to  this  motion 
of  going  into  a  Committee,  the  House 

Joiild  in  e^ect  only  pledge  itself  to  the 
eclaration  just  made  by  Mr.  Dondas, 
XiTn.  that  there  w^e  circumstances  under 
^(bif  h  the  legislature  might  safely-  admit 
ti^  present:  petitiQners  to  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  the  other  Subjects  of  this 
realni.  Such  9  declaration  would  in  itself 
d^appse  the  miude  of  all  parties  to  that 
fpidt  of  fnilteal  conciliation  and  concession 
hjf'  ifirhich  alone  this  great  measure  could 
fdf^qtageously  be  carried  i^to  execution. 
rrH^  deprecated  the  idea  that  freqoent 
discussion  wes  prejudicial  to  the  Catholic 
^li^ims*     On  ttie  contrary,  the  most  bene- 

tit  r  .  '  .      '   f       I ■      »■'  I    »■  ■ 


#  f<  Xo  the  forms  indeed  of  these  seco- 
'^  rities,  or  to  the  particular  details  of  the 
^  proposed  airrangements,  I  attach  com* 
^.paratiTely  little  importance.  A  perti<- 
f^  Jttoious  adherence  to  such  details  in  op* 
f<  position  even  to  groundless  prejudice,  I 
<' consider  as  the  reverse  of  legislative 
f^  visdom*  I  look  only  to  their  substantial 
H  purposes  ;  the  safety  of  our  own  estab* 
**  lishment,  the  mutual  good  will  of  all 
e^our  fellow  subjects,  and  the  harmony 
V  ^.;tbe  united  liingdoro.''*^Lord  Gren* 
tiUa'j  Lett^io  tl|e  earl  of  ftogalL. 


gained  graond*  onloiMMiad  pcejiida 
been  removed,  and  the  Hberaiity 
fiment  evinced,  aotonly  bf  Ihe  asippsM-fisn^ 
but  by  many  of  ihe  opponenta    <■£  Uiie 
%ae8taoa»  had   tended  to.OMoiKmlto    tlMr 
mMidsbothef  Ptotestants  mid  rwthoiiq. 
The  increased  support  whidktbia  queaskm 
had 'received  ia  this  and  the  othar  ttoawt 
of  parliameat  was  great,  hot  its  progaass 
was  still  greater  in  the  public  mind.     Fv 
these   reasons  he  should   witfaogly   and 
rheerAilljr  gine  his  vote  for  enterii^  inse 
a  Comnultee  on  the  Petition  aaer   hclbte 
the  House. 

Mr.  Maurice  FUtgerM.^Sitp  it  u  ooi 
my  disposition  at  this  iate  period  of  tbe 
donate  to  so  much  at  leagUi  in  sIm  o^ 
-serrations  I  have  to  make  «foa  thia  ^aes* 
tion;  1  trust,  theseCbre,  the  Hmsse^willper^ 
mic  me  to  claim  their  indulgeoee*     Sir, 
the  right  bon.  gent,  who  spoke  iaet  <m  the 
ether  ssde  of  the  House  (Mr.  Doiidsm)  ins 
tiot  tfaoagbt  proper  to  say  any  thiag  «psa 
the  real  merits  of  the  qpudslsoa  before  ul 
He  has  merely  confined  himself  to  a  ss* 
rits  of  complaints  against  my  rigbt 
friend,  for  not  having  stated  the 
grounds  upon  which  we  are  to  go  inio  a 
committee.    Sir,  f  maintain  that  the  ngkt 
hooip  goat,  and  tlK  rest  of  bis  oailesgees 
are  not  entitled  to  ask  upon  what  siopi* 
lated  grounds  we  call  upon  them  to  enter 
into  a  great  political  arimigen;ientforthe 
benefit  of  a  large  proportion  of  his  Ma* 
jesty's  subfects  in  Ireland^  and  to  diseosi^ 
when  ia  the  committee,  with  what  qoali* 
fications  such  an  arrangement  can  be  ao» 
companied.     We  say,  thas  we  mk  yea 
for  the    repeal  of  tne  remaininff  laws 
against  the  Roman  Cathpticsof  Ireland, 
as  a  most  necessary  and  iodispemable 
jneans  of  preserving  that  portion  of  the 
British  eropirob    We  ask,  I  say,  for  this 
as  a  pressing  necessity;  and  when  you  go 
into  a  committee,  weare  ready  to  go  into 
a  committee.  We  call  opon.tliem  to  enter 
into  such  an  arrangement  as  the  wisdom 
of  the  House  may  suggest.  .  At  the  ssme 
time  I  protest  against  any  right  on  the 
part  of  the  'right  hon.  gent,  and  these 
gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the  Hom^ 
to  demand  any  declaratioa  pn  the  psrt  of 
the  Roman  Catholics  with  respect  to  thst 
arrangement;  as  they  seem  disposed  to  rs^ 
fiite  any  condition.    Sir,  it  is  nottbe fint 
time  in  the  eourse-of  this  session,  that  hii 
Aisgesty's  mioisters  hare  absteiiisd  from 
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wliicix o^net  £mm Ifaittide  of  ibe  Hons^. 
I  am,  therefoiei'not  MDrprncd  that  at  tlie 
•ad  cf  « long  debate,  the  right  hen.  gent, 
has  preaeiTed>  with  respect  te  erery  argu- 
ment upea  this  qoe^riom  the  aiogt  dignified 
ailence^  and  that  he^  as  well  as  histoN 
leagoesy  have  aaswend  <0Bly  in  the  werds 
of  my  kml  Greaville,  and  grounded  their 
argameDis  opon  ehe  aeMimetats  of  one  of 
the  roost  ^ritingiitshed  fineads  of  ibft  Ca«- 
tholics.    Nov,  Sif»  I  do  not  concaf  in  the 
view  that  my  krd  Grenville  hat  taken  of 
this  measure.-*-!  do  not  think  that  the  ne- 
cessity for  oenccding  the  Velo  exists^  and 
in  that  opiotett  I  am  bonie  aot  by  the  sen* 
ttments  of  a  brge  proportion  of  the  Ca- 
tholic advooaias.   I  confess  I  cannot  agree 
with  that  noble  lord,  nor  ivich  the  rtght 
hoD.  gent,  who  gronads  his  opvnion  upon 
that  «f  his  lardship,  that  it  is  a  mcessary 
and  an  indispensable  concession  on  the 
p^t  of -the  Catholics  with  a  Tiew  to  a  po- 
litical anrangeunot ;  but  that  the  Veto,  in 


Urom  entering  upon  any^ttrmswith  the 
•present  government,  it  is  what  we  must/ 
matoraUy  expect,  aftei:  the  manner  in 
which  they  have  been  treated.  Is  it  pos- 
sible that  they  tzn  enter  upon  a  treaty 
with  men,  who  have  boldly  avowed  their 
determination  40  degrade  their  hierarchy  ? 
Can  you  wonder  that  tliey  shrink  from 
holding  intercouiae  with  their  destroyers  ? 
And  they  do  so  not  upon  very  slight 
grounds:  they  do  it  upon  the  specific  dc« 
ciaration  of  the  ministers  of  the  crown, 
who  have  said,  that  they  wish  to  destroy 
the  Catholic  hierarchy  of  Ireland,  fbr  this 
was  the  declaration  of  my  lord  Redesdale. 
—Sir,  lio  man  will  deny  that  this  has  not 
been  the  spitit  in  which  all  his  Majesty's 
ministers  have  spoken  of  that  respectable 
body. — ^To  break  down  and  destroy  the 
Catholic  hierarchy  of  Ireland  has  been 
their  cry.  Sir,  when  it  has  even  been 
declared  by  a  noble  ford  nearly  connected 
with  the  government,  that  he  thought  it 
his  doty  to  destroy  Uiat  body,  can  you 


nay  opinion,  mnst  be  considered  as  a  very    be  sorprrsed  that  tno  Catholic  hierarchy 
immaterial  coHatanl  part  of  the  qoestion.    sfaoald  shrink  from  entering  into  a  treaty 


The  relief  of  the  Catholics  goes  to  the  re- 
lief of  the  laity ;  it  does  not  go  to  the  re- 
lief of  the  fafiefarchy  of  Ireland.  It  goes 
to  thq  inllaf  of  4,000A)00  of  his  Majesty's 
sabjecta  from  certain  political  disabilities, 
and  aflKirds  to  them  the  enjoyment  of  cer- 
tain political  privileges,  from  which  they 
have  been  for  ages  eacloded.  The  ques- 
tion is  not  whenief  their  hierarchy  shall' 
be  recognised  as  a  constitaent  branch  of 
the  constitatioii,  bat  whether  yon  will  ad- 
mit the  Catholic  people  of  Ireland  to  o  po* 
litical  arrangement  with  England.  The 
happiness,  or  nnhappiOess, — the  import- 
ance, or  hmnility  or  the  Catholic  hierai^ 
chy,  who  are  one  moment  to  consider 
themselves  as  a  degraded  and  contemp- 
tiWe  set  of  men,  who  are  only  disponed  to 
act  rightly  wh«i  it  suits  them,  and  who 
upon  all  occasions  are  the  promoters  of 
sedition  and  discontent  amongst  the  peo- 
ple, is  not  the  question  now.  But,  Sir, 
thoQgh  this  Is  not  the  question  for  consi- 
deration now,  it  is  not  fit  that  this  calumny 
should  remain  unanswered  or  mire^ted. 
Sir,  I  know  the  Catholic  Hierarchy  of  Ire- 
land well ;  I  know  the  principles  and  mo- 
tires  by  which  they  are  actuated,  and  I 
will  venture  to  assert,  that  in  consistency 
of  morals,  erudition,  and  knowledge,  it 
may  be  compared  with  any  religious  es- 
tabiisbment  in  theSvorld.-^  know  they 
are  actuated  by  a  tfkicere  spirit  of  religion ; 
and  i&  upon  tbie  occasioni  they  shrink 


wfth  such  men  ?  But  they  do  not  aik  you 
for  temporal  rights  or  immunities ; — ^they 
are  satisfied  with  the  moderate  circum- 
stances in  which  they  are  placed,  and  all 
they  require  of  you  is,  that  in  your  poli- 
tical speculations  you  do  not  wantonly 
sport  with  their  feelings  ;•— that  you  do 
not  Question  their  unimpeached  and  unim- 
peacnable  loyalty,  or  injure  the  moral  re- 
putation of  men  who  have  always  evinced 
a  strong  and  anxious  adherence  to  their 
duties.  Sir,  it  is  not  my  duty  to  argue  the 
question  abstractedly ;— I  think  it  has  been 
already  discussed  so  ably  and  so  fally  upon 
the  score  of  policy  and  necessity,  that  I 
do  not  wish  to  argue  whether  it  be  right 
to  grant  th^  Catholics  what  they  want,  or 
whether  it  is  their  duty  to  make  any  con*- 
cessions ;  but  I  will  say  this,  of  the  cha- 
racter of  those  persons  who  would  be  be- 
nefited by  the  emancipation,  that  they 
are  men  who  are  ready  to  nidke  any  con- 
cession, or  give  any  security  that  can  be 
required  for  their  own  personal  conduct  : 
I  mean  the  higher  orders  of  the  Catholic 
body,  to  whom,  by  the  removal  of  those 
obnoxious  laws,  the  doors  of  preferment 
would  be  open  in  the  army,  the  navy,  and 
the  legislature. 

I  would  put  it  to  the  common  sense  of 
gentlemen  who  are  adverse  to  the  Cath^ 
lie  claims,  whether  it  would  be  necessary 
to  insist  upon  the  right  of  nominating  Ca- 
tholic bishops,  for  the  purpose  of  lecoriiig 
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the  beDefit  of  their  usUtance,  and  -of 
preserving  the  loyalty  ajid  attachment  of 
such  men,  should  they  obtain  a  command 
in  the  army  and  navy  ?  I  would  ask  whe* 
ther  in  common  sense,  the  Catholic  gen- 
tleman, when  he  looks  to  the  command  of 
a  74  g^n  ship,  considers  the  relief  of  the 
Catholic  clergy,  or  the  supremacy  of  the 
Pope,  as  an  object  of  political    conse- 

2uence,  to  which  he  is  bounds  to  look  ? 
et  that  gallant  officer  (captain  Parker) 
who  has  not  long  since  declared,  in  terms 
becoming  the  liberality  of  his  profession, 
that  he  never  would  prevent  a  Catholic 
from  worshipping  his  God  according  to 
the  rites  of  his  own  religion,  say  whether 
he  thinks  a  Catholic  captain  or  a  Cstho- 
iic  admiral  would  not  be  actuated  with 
the  same  zeal  and  loyalty  for  the  service 
as  a  Protestant?  or  whether  he  would 
look  for  promotion,  as  an  object  by  which 
he  might  be  enabled  to  pull  down  the 
fabric  of  the  established  Protestant  reli-  ^ 
gion,  for  the  purpose^  of  setting  op  the 
Satholic  hierarchy  in  its  place  ?— Because 
tp  that  extent  we  must  suppose  the  objec- 
tion goes,  unless  you  deny  the  influence 
of  the  Catholic  clergy*  Now  I  do  riot 
attribute  such  motives  to  my  lord.Gren- 
Tille,  as  have  been  laid  to  his  charge, 
namely,  a  wisU  to  model  the  Catholic 
clergy  to  a  peculiar  form,  for  the  purpose 
of  securing  the  allegiance  of  the  Catholic 
'  laity  of  Ireland.  I  perfectly  agree  that , 
we  are  bound,  in  the  establishment  of  a 
great  country,  to  consider  in  what  hands 
the  power  of  the  country  may  be  placed. 
In  the  present  instance,  I  have  no  hesita- 
tion in  saying,  that  whether  we  look  to 
the  state  of  the  country  or  the  state  of 
men's  minds,  it  would  be  inconsistent 
with  the  doctrines  of  the  Catholics,  to 
give  any  effectual  influence  to  the  crown 
in  the  nomination  of  their  bishops.  I  do 
say  that  such  a  measure  would  be  at- 
tended with  the  most  mischievous  conse- 
quences to  the  country.— I  know  it  would 
be  converting  the  Catholic  clergy  from 
being  quiet  and  inoffensive  subjects,  and 
pious  and  devout  teachers  of  their  flocks, 
into  a  restless  and  dissatisfied  sect  ;-»it 
would  be  converting  them  into  intriguing 
political  instruments  'for  every  person, 
who  look  b;y  their  means  to  the  promo- 
tion of  their  political  objects.  Sir,  to 
convince  the  House  of  this,  I  would  only 
refer  them  to  the  situation  of  the  Protes- 
taqt  clergv.  Are  we  to  suppose  the  Ca- 
tholic will  be  more  scrupulous  as  to  the 
meaon  of  obtaining  patronage,  than  the 


Phileakant  minister :  It  is  the  repritach  «i 
mir  church,  that  the  minds  of  Mr  clorgy 
are  too  much  employed  in  political  ob- 
jects, to  pay  due  attention  in  matters  es- 
sential to  religion*    Do  yoa  think  that 
the  Catholic  clergy,  placed  under  simiiar 
circumstances,,  will  be  more  scrttpoJ<Mrf 
than  they  are  on  the  present  occaaion  ? 
Then  I  «ak  the  House  whether  they  do 
not  conceive,  looking  to  the  general  in* 
terestsof  reli^on  in  a  doctrinal  point  of 
view,  that  by  granting  of  this   power  to 
the  crown,  political,  influeDce  wcmlcl  pre- 
dominate over  religions   allegiaiice  ?   I 
would  ask  them,  whether  there  ia  any 
thing  surprising  in  the  disaflfectum  aoch  a 
power  vested  in  the  hands  of  the  cfowo 
would  produce  in  the  Cathotic  laity,  aad 
whether  it  would  not  be  very  mac:h  to  be 
apprehended  that  they  would    ranrt  to 
other  means  of  freeing  themselvea  fipon  a    | 
disgusting   yoke?     Yon  would    have  s 
higher  clergy  broodUig  over  ita  insahi 
and  grievances,  and  consulting  with  eac^ 
other  on  the  most  effectual  meaoa  of  re> 
uniting  itself  with  t^e  parent  stock. 

With  respect  to  the  sentimenis  my  lord 
Grenville  has  delivered  upon  this  aubysoU 
they  are  in  my  mind  liable  to.  many  ob- 
jections. I  agree  with  his  lordship,  that 
foreign  influence  ought  to  be  gaarded  ' 
against,  but  I  think  that  might  be  doiie  . 
^by  other  m^s,  than  by  inlnlaring 
with  the  principles  or  doctrines  of  the  i 
Roman  Catholics.  Nor  indeed  can  I 
agree  with  his  lordship,  that  the  necenly 
of  h&ving  a  guard  of  this  land  is  so 
strong  as  his  lonlshlp  seems  to  think.  Id 
evidence  of  this,  I  refer  the  Hoase  to  the 
edict  of  the  Catholic  bishops,  in  which 
they  have  declared  a  determinatioo,  that 
during  the  time  the  Pope  is  a  prisoner, 
they  will  abstain  from  all  communication 
with  him.  The  Catholic  clergy  have  de- 
termined that  they  will  acknowledge  no 
power  in  the  Pope  unless  he  is  spirimally 
free,  and  therefore  they  have  rejected 
every  political  interference  of  that  power 
with  their  consciences.  With  respect  to* 
the  opinion  of  the  Catholic  laity  upon 
this  subject,  I  must  beg  leave  to  read  a 
resolution  unanimously  agreed  to  by 
the  General  Catholic  Committee  of  Ire- 
land, 

But,  Sir,  really,  when  we  talk  of  the 
power  and  the  influence  of  the  Pope,  we 
are  talking  of  phantoms  that  do  not  exist. 
The  power  of  his  holinett  is  more  in  ima- 
gination than  in  reality.  Great  ss  was 
once  tha  political  power  of  the  Boom 
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.,  it  it  now  but  a  ibtdow.  Haye  we 
nbt  leen  within  the  last  year  the  Pope 
stripped  bv  the  over-reaching  hand  of 
JBuonaparte  of  hit  last  stake  in  Europe  ? 
Have  we  not  seen  that  bold  and  daring 
usarper  declare  him  to  be  no  longer  a 
temporal  prince;  and  have  we  not  beheld 
that  power,  once  so  successfully  employed 
in  throwing  the  states  of  Europe  into  con- 
Tuisions,  fUnui  of  all  its  splendor  and  con- 
sequence ?  The  last  struggle  of  that  un- 
fortunate power  was  the  cause  of  its  im- 
mediate downial.  After  the  battle  of 
Aspeme,  Buonaparti  seized  the  occasion 
of  victory  to  extinguish  for  ever  the  last 
reniaining  vestixe  of  the  Pope's  temporal 
significance.  Now,  Sir,  I  have  addressed 
the  House  thus  much  upon  these  collateral 

Joints,  upon  which  the  Catholics  have 
een  so  misunderstood.  I  shall  now,  with 
permission  of  the  House,  advert  to  some 
other  observations  introduced  in  the  course 
of  this  dtrbate.  The  right  hon.  gent.  (Mr. 
Dundu)  has  asked,  why  did  the  late  ad- 
ministration, if  they  conceived  and  knew 
that  the  relief  of  the  Irish  Catholics  was 
a  necessary  measure,«->why,  he  asked,  did 
they  withdraw  it,  or  not  withdraw  them- 
selves, if  they  thought  it  to  be  absolutely 
necessary  ?  I  think  that  question  comes 
rather  with  a  bad  grace  from  the  right  hon. 
gent.;  for  although  he  has  disavowed  the 
more  violent  feelings  of  his  colleagues,  he 
has  no  doubt  coupled  himself  with  them , 
Now  what  is  this  question  of  time,  which 
gentlemen  on  the  other  side  so  cogently 
urge.  They  rest  their  arguments  upon 
the  most  futile  and  ridiculous  grounds, 
but  their  real  ground  for  refusing  the  Ca- 
tholic claims  has  a  more  culpable  founda- 
tion. l*hat  men  are  sometimes  to  be  found 
capable  of  doing  injudicious  acts,  without 
the  imputation  of  premediuted  ill-will,  I 
am  wtiling  to  admit;  but  that  men  like 
his  Majesty's  ministers,  who  take  occa- 
sion of  poisoning  the  ear  of  the  sovereign 
against  his  subjects  in  a  question  like  this, 
and  who  are  content  to  enjoy  the  sweets 
of  office,  by  misrepresenting  the  real  in- 
terestrof  the  throne  and  the  country,  I  am 
disposed  to  hope,  are  rarely  to  be  found. 
Upon  such ,  principles  as  the.<e  have  the 
right  hon.  gentlemen  been  induced  to  give 
a  pledge  to  his  Majesty,  that  they  never 
vrould  propose  any  measure  for  the  relief 
of  the  Catholics.  This,  in  fact,  is  the 
only  answer  they  can  give  to  the  petitions 
of  the  Catholics :  ''  We  are  pledged,  we 
are  sworn,  not  to  give  you  those  riffhu 
and  immunitiei  which  the  rest  of  bis 'Ma- 


jesty's subjects  enjoy,  and  we  should  for-*  > 
feit  our  places,  if  we  proposed  any  mea- 
sure of  relief  for  you"  (Hear!  hear! 
and  a  cry  of  explain !  explain !)  I  must 
say,  that  with  respect  tb  the  late  adminis* 
^ration,  they  acted  consistently  with  the 
conduct  of  men  who  were  anxious  to  unite 
the  hearts  of  all  men  in  support  of  the 
British  constitution;  for  finding  it  was 
impossible  to  continue  in  office  without 
compromising  their  principles,  they  pre- 
ferred their  duty  to  their  places,  and  gave 
up  a  power  which  it  was  impossible  to 
maintain  with  honour  to  themselves,  or 
satisfaction  to  their  country.  Sir,  there. 
are  other  considerations  in  this  question, 
which  ought  to  induce  the  right  hon.  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer  to  weigh  well 
the  principles  upon  which  he  justifies  his 
conscience  in  his  opposition  to  all  Catho* 
lie  objects.  The  right  hon.  gent,  says  he 
cannot,  consistently,  with  the  opinion  ha 
has  formed  of  ihe  Catholic  people  of  Ire- 
land, grant  them  the  prayer  of  their  peti- 
tion.—Then,  I  ask  him,  u  he  prepared  to 
disband  the  Catholic  soldiers  and  sailors^ 
with  which  the  army  and  navy  of  Great 
Britain  are  filled?  (Hear!  hear!  hear!) 
I  ask  him  whether  ne  means  to  discon* 
tinoe  their  services,  as  men  that  are  not  to 
be  trusud  ?  (Hear!  hear !  hear !)— -I  ask 
him  whether,  in  the  state  of  this  country, 
and  the  difficulties  with  which  it  is  sur- 
rounded, he  can  man  an  army  without  the 
aid  of  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland? 

iHear !  hear !  hear !  hear  !)  Sir,  my  right 
ion.  friend  has  been  told  upon  this  occar 
sion  by  a  learned  civilian  (sir  Wm.  Scott) 
that  the  Catholics  do  not  deserve  these  im- 
munities, because  if  they  were  good  Car , 
tholics  they  could  not  assent  to  those  con- 
ditions which  my  right  hon.  friend  pro- 
posed. That  is  what  the  learned  civilian 
has  stated.  He  takes  upon  himself  in  one 
sweeping  sentence  to  condemn  all  the  Ca- 
tholics of  England  as  well  as  of  Ireland, 
and  which  men,  the  learned  civilian,  in 
the  true  spirit  of  his  profession,  contends 
it  would  not  be  considered  as  consistent 
with  the  principles  of  the  law  of  this  coun- 
try, to  grant  such  privileges,  and,  there- 
fore, be  proposes  to  excludi;  fiom  all  civil 
liberty,  an  immense  mass  of  people,  not 
on  account  of  existing  disabilities,  but  be- 
cause they  have  not  conformed  to  soma 
obsolete  doctrines  of  their  own  religion. 
The  learned  civilian  says  at  this  day,  that 
because  the  Catholics  have  not  maintained 
the  doctrines  of  the  council  of  Trent^  they 
do  not  deserve  to  i>e  free,  they  are  bad 
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Catholics  and  bad  men.  Npw>  I  a^k  the 
Catholics  of  England^  whether  tbat  is  the 
character  they  deserve  ?  whether  luke- 
warmness  is  the  characteristic  quality  of 
their  reli^ipnP—^whether  thej^  feel  a  less 
ardent  spirit  than  other  men,  in  the  cau3e 
they  embrace,  whether  of  religious  or  of 
civil  freedom?  Sir,  I  thinly  they  would  say 
it  was  a  foul  slander  upon  their  character. 
A  right,  hon.  gent,  (the  secretary  for  Ire- 
land) in  representiog  to  the  House  the 
state  of  the  Irish  Catholics,  was  pleased  to 
observe,  that  he  could  no  where  find  a 
ttronffer  principle  of  British  feeling  and 
British  liberty  than  among  the  Catholic 
noblemen  and  gentry  of  Ireland.  Then, 
Sir,  is  this  an  hour, — is  this  a  period  for 
the  learned  gentleman  to  take  upon  him- 
self to  say,  that  the  Catholics  of  Ireland 
are  unworthy  of  British  freedom,  and  the 
blessing  of  British  laws  because  they  do 
not  entertain  all  the  dogmas  of  the  coun- 
cils of  Trent  sind  Lateran,  or  abide  by  the 
supei'stitious .  notions  of  500  years  back  ? 
bir,  when  I  feel  for  the  Catholics  of  Eng- 
land, it  is  not  because  they  are  eminent 
ibr  their  cordiality  with  the  Catholics  of 
Ireland,  but  because  they  are  Catholics  in^ 
the  common  cao8e»  and  because  I  think 
they  do  not  deserve  the  stigma  put  upon 
them  in  common,  with  their  brethren  of 
Ireland.  Sir,  for  the  Catholics  of  Ireland 
I  will  say,  that  no  men  understand  the . 
principles  of' British  freedom  better  than 
Ihey  do :— *no  men  better  deserve  the  en- 
joyment of  the  British  constitution,  They^ 
are  loyal,  constant,  and  faithful :  and  as 
the  right  hon.  ^ent.  has  truly  said, 
amongst  their  nobility  and  gentry,  there 
are  to  be  found  none  who  do  not  feel  and 
appreciate  the  advantage  of  civil  laws  and 
liberty.  Religious  without  being  bigoited 
they  are. 

.  Sir,  by  wh^t  right  does  any  man  take 
ilpoQ,  himse(r  to  attribute  dangerous  mo- 
tives to  others,  because  he  happens  to 
differ  in  matters  of  iaith  ?  and  upon  what 
principle  is  he  to  legislate  for  a  nation,  of 
whose  principles  and  opinions  he  seems  to 
be  in  total  ignorance?  Sir,  if  his  Mar 
Jesty's  ministers  will-  not  open  their  eyes 
to  the  situation  of  the  Catholics,  it  be- 
comes the  imperious  duty  of  this  House; 
to  see  why  two-thirds  of  his  Majesty's 
subjects  in  Ireland  are  to  be  excluded 
from  the  blessings  of  civil  and  religioua 
toleration.  Sir,  i  cannot  concdire  upoa 
what  principle  of  reason,  of  justice,  or 

Solicy,  a  nation^  whose  conduct  has  been, 
>K  ftgcfSj  aQimpeiifib^blcb  U  to.be  thrown 


q£  whaa^they  apply  fi>K  a  radivsa  of  th^ir- 
grievances,  from  taoie  very  persona  wha 
have  insulted  their  naturaX  rights,  by  a 
charge  of  not  having  violated  those  doc- 
trines, which  they  aftect  to  ridicule* 

Sir,  I  am  sensible  that  I  hava  trespasaed. 
very  Jong  upon,  the  indulgence'  of  the 
Housed  I  shall  merely  say*  that  with  tm^ 
spect  to  the  state  of  Ireland»  gentlemen, 
are  extremely  mistaken  in  the  opinioaa 
they  have  formed,  if  they  conceive  thaa 
the  Catholic  laity  of  Iceland  are  much 
more  interested  in  esj^abliahipg  the  Caiho-^ 
lie  hierarchy  than  of  possessiog|tha  ad* 
vantage^  of  civil  freedom,  and  they  are 
equally  mistaken  if  they  conceive  that  the 
Catholic  clergy  are  become  ambitious  of 
any  such  object.  They  think  of  no  ao<fh 
things  On  the '  contrary,  I  believe  the 
Catholjc  clergy  are  disposed  to  reouin  ia 
the  moderate  and  humble  state  in  which 
they  are.  That  if  the  Catholic  clergy 
were  amply  endowed,  and  it  suited  their 
doctrines  to  be  placed  upon  some  other 
foundation  and  footing  than  they  are  aa 
present,  I  ask  those  right  hon.  gentlemen, 
whether  it  would  not  be.  an  additional, se- 
curity and  pledge  for  their  good  conduct  ? 
Sir,  I  know  that  by  the  policy  pursued  by 
the  enemy,  strong  as  he  is  in  war,  formi* 
dable  as.fale  is  in  policy^  invincible  as  he  ia 
by  the  military  means  with  which  he 
threatens  this  couptryt  he  becomes  nuaria 
formidable  by  his  own.  internal  regulaiione. 
It  most  be  to  him  extremely  gratifying^  in 
the  midst  of  conscious  power  and  authority, 
that  in  his  decrees,  liberty  of  conscience 
forms  the  most  prominent  boon  to  his  sub- 
jects. He  has  declared  that  it  is  xonsia- 
tent  with  the  Catholic  church  of  France, 
that  all  religjous  sects  should  be  tolerated 
in  the. fun  exercise  of  their  religious  rites. 
That  no  religious  sects  shall  be  injured  or 
molested  in  the  pursuit  of  their  doctrines^ 
who  swear  allegiance  to  the  state.  W4iilst 
he  is  pursuing  a  system  which  conciliatea 
—a  system  which  conquers  for  him  be- 
forehand, whilst  he  is  not  satisfied  with 
tolerating,  but  actually  establishing  reli* 
gion:— when  the  word  of  his  decree  ia 
that  the  Calvinistical  clergv  of  his*  domi- 
nions shall  be  tolerated  iti  the  full  exercvie 
of  their  rejicion  :-^when  he  says,  I  am  not 
satiafijsd  with  toleration,  but  the  Calvinisti- 
cal  relimon  shall  be  established :  he  doca 
an  act*oTwisdom  worthy  of  his  great  mind  ; 
he  sets  an.  example  to  the  ministers  of  thia 
country,  from  which  they,  ought  to.  take 
warning.  But,  alaa!  in  the.  wreck  and 
ruior^  tbo  worlds  wh«n  every,  csowawl 
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hmd  hold*  itt  domifii^ns  by  dhi  mmi 
tottering  tenore,  they  pwsiie  Ihe  same  old 
•yileni'of imoknuico  and  bigotry;  tb«y 
follow  the*  same  intolerant  tyraniiy.of  the 
darkagei,  amidst  tbe  light  of  troth, — they 
blast  the  hopea  and  expectations  of  an  en- 
lightened nation-^hey  shot  their  eyes  to 
the  merits  of  a  persecoted  and  long  softer* 
ing  people  ;  and  not  until  they  have  torn 
asander  every  tie  of  consanffoinity  and 
affection  between  these  stster  islands^  will 
they  see  their  folly,  their  madness,  and 
their  wicked  intolerance.  When  the  do- 
minion over  Ireland  is  lost»  their  repen* 
taace  will  come,  but  it  will  come>  alas ! 
too  late.  They  hove  refused  every  mea- 
sure of  conciliatioRk*— Every  act  of  conces- 
sion that  has  been  extended  towards  that 
nnhappy  country,  has  been  drawn,  not 
from  tlieir  repentance,  not  from  their  af- 
fection, but  from  their  terror,  and  the 
pessiDg  calls  of  necessity.  Ireland,  Sir, 
has  sottored  now  for  centuries  under  a 
tyranny,  kouk  which  she  has  now  sense 
cnooffh  to  rescue  herself ;  and  let  me  tell 
jToo  she  can  rescue  herself.  I  will  now 
ask  his  Msgesty's  ministers,  to  what  period 
they  intend,  carrying  this  system }  (Hear ! 
hear!  4iear !)  Can  they  define  the  period 
when  thev  will  hearken  to  the  complaints 
of  Irelan«l  ?  Do  they  mean  to  postpone  it 
till  the  French  army  is  landed  m  Ireland  ? 
I  trust  they  will  not  try  so  dangerous  an 
experiment.  They  will  then  postpone  it  to 
a  day  when  the  aentiments  of  Ireland,  sore 
with  long  disappointment,  will  join  m 
unison  against  a  power,  which  rewards  her 
labours  andaufieri^gs  with  ingratitude  and 
eonlempt. 

But,  Sir,  amidst  the  gloominess  of  this 
subject,  I  am  happy  to  perceive  that  many 
of  the  Protestants  of  Ireland- feel  a  sympa- 
thy in  the  soflhrings  of  their  Catholic 
brethren.  I  am  happy«  I  aay,  to  see  this  : 
1  hail  it  as  a  ^mptom  of  unaniauty,  which 
moat  be  crownea  with  the  most  beneficial 
consequence  to  Ireland.  Beliete  me.  Sir, 
that  when  the  Catholics  hare  the  sense  to 
see  the  wisdom  of  uniting  with  their  fel- 
low subjects,  and  that  their  best  policy 
ia  conciliation  with  the  Protestants  of  Ire- 
laml,  this  question-  Is  carried.  That  day 
on  which  the  Protestants  of  Ireland  agree 
with  the  Catholics,  in  demanding  this 
concession  of  Catholic  rights^  as  con- 
sistent with  universal  security— with  tbe 
eatabllsbmont  of  good  government^-the 
si^rity  of  properly,  and  the  maintainance 
qf  the.  church,  thia  measure  will  be  carried 

aa  those  sentunauta  of 
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bostiltty  have  been  ottered  by  the  ri^ht 
hon.  gent— as  conclusive  of  his  opposition 
to  the  demands  of  Ireland.  (Hear  I  hear !) 

The  Solicitar  Gai^o/ (sir  Thomas  Plo-* 
mer)  rose  amidst  a  general  cry  of  qaestion, 
question.  2*iir,  I  can  assure  the  House  it  is 
not  my  hHention  to  trespass  on  its  patience 
but  for  a  very  sheet  time.-^I  shall  scrupul* 
ously  confine  myself  to  a  very  narrow  view 
of  the  immediate  question  before  us,  via. 
whether  it  is,  or  is  not,  fit  to  refer  the  peti« 
tions  to  a  Committee,  avoiding  any  of  the 
more  general  discussions,  which  do  not 
appear  id  me  necessary  for  the  decision  of 
that  question. — ^I  am  desirous  of  explaining 
the  grounds  upon  which  my  vote  will  bn 
founded  (cry  of  question !  qaestion  I  from 
the  opposite  side.)— -It  is  very  possible 
that  in  the  quarter  fi*om  whence  this  cla- 
morous interruption  proceeds,  I  may  al* 
ready  have  incurred  tbe  imputation  of 
bigotry  and  intolerance  (Hear!  h^ar!' 
from  the  opposite  side.)— 'If  so,  it  is  sureljr 
not  very  unreasonable  to  expect, that  I 
should  obtain  a  fiiir  hearing  ib  myownde* 
fence,  especially  from  those  who  afiect  tv 
be  such  strenootu  advocates  for  toleration,* 
unless  we  are  to  understand  by  that  term 
a  freedom  of  thousht  and  speech  allowed 
only  to  one  side  of  this  great  question.^ 
Perhaps,  however,  these  enemies  to  into* 
lerance  and  persecution,  whenever  their 
own  friends  or  tenets  are  the  objects  of  it, 
may  be  reconciled  to  the  suspension  of  ir 
towards  one  of  an  opposite  persuasion,  if  F 
assure  them  that  the  principles  on  whiclk 
I  shall  oppose  the  reference  of  these  peti- 
tions to  a  Committee,  are  those  which 
have  been  publicly  and  repeatedly  de« 
clared  by  some  of  the  most  zealous  adhe- 
rents to  the  cause  and  interests  of  the  Ca* 
tholics—I  object.  Sir,  to  this  refersnce,  be* 
cause  I  am  persuaded  it  can  lead  to  no 
practical  good,  because  circumstanced  as 
this  great  question  now  is,  and  in  the  pre- 
sent>state  of  fooling  and  opinions  in  both 
parties  in  England  and  Ireland,  it  is  utterly 
ranpoMible  that  any  effect  can  be  produced 
from  the  discussion  of  the  subject  other 
than  to  widen  the  difibrences  which  un- 
happily already  prevail.-^This  is  the  opi- 
nion of  one  who  certainly  cannot  be  ac- 
cused of  bigotry  and  im<ylerance,  who  has 
uniformly  stood  forward  as  the  warmest 
champion  of  the  Catliolioi,  who  has  rCf 
cently  avowed  his  unaltered  tienttments  in 
their  favour,  and  whose  successful  eleva- 
tion in  the  University  of  Oxford  the  right 
hon.  mover  of  the  question  (Mr.  Grattan] 
oensideffed  to  be  a  decided  proof  of  tht 
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change  itiade  ip  the  pdblic  mind  in  favour 
of  the  Romah  Catholica. — In  a  public  let- 
ter, deliberately  penned  and  promulgated 
to  the  world,  the  noble  lord,  to  whom  I 
allude  (Lord  Grenville},  has  in  the  strong- 
est terms  deprecated  the  'present  agitation 
of  this  question,  upon  the  ground  of  the 
injury  that  it  could  not  fail  to  produce  to 
tjie  measure  which  it  was  intended  to  pro* 
mote,  (viz.)  the  harmony  and  union  of  the 
empire. — ^An  hon.  geut.  who  spoke  lately 
from  the  o|>posite  bench,  in  answe/  to  a 
similar  observation  made  by  my  right 
hon.  friend  near  me,  wholly  omitted  to 
notice  the  words  in  the  letter  of  his  noble 
relation  containing  this  opinion,  to  which 
my  right  hon.  friend  alluded.  I  shall  put 
this  point  out  of  all  doubt  by  quoting  the 
words  of  lord  Grenville's  letter. — "  Cir- 
cumstanced (he  says)  as  the  question  now 
is,  both  in  England  and  Ireland,  it  is  mv 
deliberate  opinion,  that  no  motion  ground- 
ed on  your  (the  Catholic)  petition  could 
at  this  time  in  a^ny  hands,  certainly  not  in 
mine,  be  brought  forward  without  great 
and  permanent  disadvanuge  to  its  object.'' 
— "  This  opinion  is  founded  not  only  on 
the  present  known  dispositions  of  govern- 
ment and  parliament,  but  also  on  the  unex- 
?ected  difficulties,  which  have  arisen  in 
reland,  on  the  impressions  which  they 
may  create,  and  the  embarrassments  which 
they  unavoidably  produce.'' 

In  another  passage  he  says,  "  I  see, 
therefore,  >n  the  present  state  of  this  sub- 
ject, much  unexpected  embarrassment, 
and  many  difficulties,  which  renewed  dis- 
cussion, in  the  present  moment,  must,  in- 
stead of  smoothing,  inevitably  aggravate." 
—•And  again — "  I  must  with  equal  ex- 
plicitness  decline  to  be  myself,  at  this  time, 
and  under  so  many  circumstances  of  such 
peculiar  disadvantage  to  your  cause,  the 
mover  of  any  such  proposition.-— I  am  sa- 
tisfied that  by  this  decision  I  shall  best  pro- 
mote the  ultimate  success  of  that  great 
work  which  I  have  long  laboured  to  ac- 
complish."— ^Does  it  not  then  unquestiona- 
bly appear  from  these  passages  that  the 
present  motion  is  made  in  direct  opposition 
'  to  the  most  explicit  and  deliberate  opinion 
of  this  noble  lord,— Is  this  an  opinion  ori- 
ginating in  a  spirit  of  bigotry  and  intole- 
rance? Or  can  we  on  this  side  of  the 
House,  who  concur  with  one  of  the  most 
tried  and  determined  friends  and  patrons 
of  the  Catholics  in  deprecating  a  measure, 
ivhich  aiTords  no  rational  hope  of  sood, 
and  from  which  nothing  but  mischief  can 
•asue^  can  we  be  justly  branded  with  the 
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mppelktion  of  intolerant  bigots;  and  de* 
cided  enemies  to  the  Coolies  ?  ThdM 
who  are  pleased  tp  indulge  in  such  acca* 
sations  must  not  forget  that  in  them  are 
involved  the  most  zealous  and  strenaous 
supporters  of  their  own  cause  and  party, 
who  must  on  their  hypothesis  be  consider- 
ed as  having  treacherously  abandoned  that 
cause,  and  enlisted  into  a  decided  opposi- 
tion to  it.  •  But  if  this  deliberate  opiniou 
of  the  leading  supporter  of  the  Catholica 
in  the  other  House  of  Parliament  be  not 
sufficient,  what  will  be  said  of  the  senti- 
ments delivered  in  this  House  by  one  of 
their  oldest  and  firmest  friends  m  it,  by 
the  right  hon.  gent.,  who  introduced  the 
question  upon  the  present  occasion,  with 
so  much  eloquence,  ability,  and  zeal,  aa 
he  has  frequently  done  beiore  in  this  and 
another  part  of  the  United  Kingdom ;  will 
the  gentlemen  opposite  impute  bigotry 
and  intolerance  to  him,  or  will  they  sus- 
pect him  of  being  lukewarm  in  the  cause 
of  Catholics,  or  of  having  treacherously 
abandoned  it. 

And  yet  from  what  was  stated  by  the 
right  hon.  gent,  in  the  commencement  of 
his  speech,  it  will  clearly  and  uncontro- 
vertibly  appear  that  he  is  bimself  another 
great.authority  asainst  the  propriety  of  the 
motion  with  which  it  was  concluded  ; 
he  has  unanswerably  proved  that  in  the 
present  state  of  things  tiothing  but  mis- 
chief could  be.  the  consequence  of  ac- 
ceding to  iL— It  cannot  be  forgotten  what 
were  the  principles  which  the  right  hon. 
gent  in  the  very  outset,  with  marCed 
anxiety,  laid  down  as  those  on  which  he 
proceeded,  and  the  terms  and  conditions 
on  which  he  thought  the  prayer  of  the 
Catholic  Petition  ought  to  be  acceded  to. 
—He  stated'  the  plan  of  his  motion  to  be 
directed  to  the  attainment  of  two  objects ; 
the  first  of  which  was  to  put  an  end  to  any 
foreign  influence  and  authority  over  the 
Catholics;  the  second,  to  communicate  to 
the  Catholics  the  franchises  which  they 
required.  He  stated  those  objects  in  this 
order,  to  shew  that  the  first  was  of  tbe 
highest  importance,  an3  was  to  precede 
and  be  made  the  indispensable  conditioo 
of  the  second.  His  opinion  on  this  sob- 
ject  was  declared,  in  the  most  explicit  and 
decided  terms.  He  stated  the  impoUcy 
and  danger  of  allowing  great  power  anci 
authority  to  be  placed  under  the  coatroul 
and  influence  of  a  fere^gn  state»  partica« 
larly  at  a  time  when  that  state  is  the  cap- 
tive of  our  natural  and  implacable  enemj> 
with  an  intention  declaitd  hy  th»t  boa^ 
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iHe  goiwrnniMiC  to  munme,  in  fbtore^  the 
•xcluMTe  nomiaation  of  his  aaeceiion» 
and  all  the  authority  and  iniiiiepce  powert 
l^  that  foreign  power  vroold  in  eneot  be 
giTen  to  onr  enemy,  to  be  exerciicd  by 
hira  in  every  way  mott  injariotia  to  the 
safety  and  tranqnillity  of  the  empire,-** 
He  observed  upon  the  peoaliar  danger 
Mdiich  wonld  result  from  this  state  of 
things,  in  the  event  of  a  French  army 
being  landed  in  Ireland,  and  the  anthority 
and  influence  of  the  Holy  See  left  to 
operate  with  augmented  force,  through 
the  medium  of  a  catholic  hierarchy  no* 
minaled  by,  and  dependent  upon  it,  upon 
all  the  hopes  and  fears  of  the  mass  of 
Catholic  popttlatieo,  with  a  profest  object 
too  of  coming  to  support  the  Catholic 
powerand  interest,  in  that  part  of  the  em* 
pire.  He  exprest  hu  decided  opinion 
that  whilst  such  a  foreign  influence  Con* 
tinned  to  prevail,  a  compliance  with  the 
pr^er  of  the  catholic  petition  was  wholly 
inadmissible.-— It  was  contrary  to  every 
principle  of  sound  policy,  and  incom* 
patible  with  a  due  regard  to  the  interests 
and  safety  of  the  empire.^-*If«  then,  the 
papal  authority  and  dominioa  still  con* 
tinues  to  prevail  with  unabnted  force 
amongst  the  Catholics  in  Ireland,  if  they 
have  shewn  no  disposition  to  separate  from 
and  relinquish  il»  but,  on  the  contrary, 
have  evinced  the  moat  determined  resolu- 
tion to  adhere  to  and  support  it,  the  right 
boo.  geat.  is,  upon  his  own  declared  prin* 
dples,  a  great  and  decided  authority 
against  any  compliance,  at  this  time,  with 
the  Cathobc  Petitions, 
.  The  noble  lord,  to  whom  I  have  before 
aOuded,  is  also  another  authority  on  the 
same  ground.  Professing  the  same  un- 
abated seal  on  behalf  of  the  Catholics,  he 
is  still  decidedly  adverse  to  the  grant  of 
any  further  franchises,  unless  upon  similar 
conditions.  In  the  letter  before  quoted,  h<i 
states  the  necessity  of  accompanying  any 
such  grant  with  various  arrangements. — 
''  I  must  beg  leave  (says  he)  to  recall  to 
your  lordship's  recollection,  the  grounds 
on  which  the  consideration  of  these  pe- 
titions has  uniformly  been  recommended  to 
parliament.  That  which  you  have  asked, 
and  which  has  been  supported  by  the 
greatest  statesman  of  our  time,  now  no 
more,  is  not  in  its  nature  a  single  or  uncon- 
nected measure.  Its  objects  are  the  peace 
and  happiness  of  Ireland,  and  the  union  of 
the. empire  in  aflection  as  well  as  in  govern- 
ipent.  With  the  just  and  salutary  exten- 
sion of  civil  rights  to  your  body,  must  be 


combined,  if  tranquillity  and  union  be 
our  object,  other  extensive  and  compli- 
cated arranffements.  All  due  provision, 
must  be  made  for  the  inviolable  maiote^ 
nance  of  the  religious  and  civil  establish- 
ment! of  this  united  kingdom.  Much 
must  be  done  for  mutual  •conciliation,  much 
for  common  safety ;  many  contending 
interests  must  be  reconciled,  many  jea- 
lousies allayed,  many  long  cherished  and 
mutually  destructive  prejudices  eradi- 
cated,*' 

The  noble  lord  mentions  his  own  pro- 
posal of  a  Veto,  and  sutes  as  a  reason  for 
it,.the  alarm  which  might  not  unreason* 
ably  exist  at  any  possibility  by  which 
functions  of  extensive  influence  might 
hereafter  be  connected  with  a  foreign  in- 
fluence hostile  to  the  tranquillity  of  the 
country:  a  danger,  he  observes,  very 
much  *encreased  of  late  by  the  captivity 
and  deposition  of  the  pope.— The  propo- 
sal, he  said,  was  received  in  parliamei|t  as 
the  surest  indication  of  those  dispositions* 
without  which  all  concessions  must  be  nu* 
gatory,  and  all  conciliation  hopeless.— The 
stability,  he  observes,  of  all  the  civil  righto 
of  the'Catholics,  both  of  those  they  al- 
ready enjoyed,  and  of  those  to  which  they 
seek  to  be  admitted,  essentially  depend  on 
the  tranquillity  and  harmony  of  the  coun- 
try, on  banishing  from  it  every  hostile  in- 
fluence, and  composing  ail  its  internal 
diffiereaces. 

Such  are*  the  principles,  such  the  indis- 
pensable conditions,  upon  which  any  fur- 
ther parliamentary  grant  to  the  Catholics 
is  to  depend,  according  to  the  judgment 
of  the  two  leading  characters  in  this  and 
the  other  House  ot  Parliament,  who  have 
uniformly  been  most  strenuous  in  their 
favour.— No  one  will  suspect  them  of 
being  hostile,  or  even  lukewarm,:  in  the 
cause  of  the  Catholics.  No  one  will  im- 
pute to  them  unnecessary  and  groundless 
apprehensions  and  alarm,  or  iil-rounded 
prejudices.  With  every  friendly  disposi- 
tion towards  the  Catholics,  with  every 
feeling  of  earnest  zeal  in  the  promotion  of 
their  interest,  they  are  compelled  to  ac- 
knowledge the  danger  to  the  Protestant 
esublishment  of  the  state,  if  ihetr  petitions 
were  to  be  granted  without  eflectualiy  se- 
curing a  compliance  with  those  ronditioos 
on  the  part  of  the  Catholics.  With  such 
a  disposition  of  temper  in  the  Cath&lic^,  it- 
is  admitted  to  be  utterly  vam  and  hope- 
less to  attempt  any  plan  of  harmony  and 
miion  in  the  empire  by  further  concessions.^ 
The  question  then  is  reduced  to  a  short 
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ifsoe,  hMA  there  been  manifissted  any  euch 
temper  and  dispoiitionto  part  with  ancieBt 
prejodicetj  to  cast  olF  the  papal  ioOuetoce 
and  authority,  and  accede  to  the  arrange* 
menta  thu«  deemed  necessary  for  the  con* 
noa  happiness,  trancjuillity,  and  safety  of 
the  empire? — Has  any  geatieman«  who 
has  spoken  in  the  course  of  this  long  de- 
bate, ventured  to  give  as  any  assurance  or 
pledge  of  that  nature  ?«— is  there  any  the 
least  hope  or  prospect  of  it?— The  noble 
lofd,  in  nis  letter  above  quoted,  distinctly 
admits  there  is  not,  and  on  that  ground 
deprecates  the  agitation  of  the  question^ 
and  declines  himself  to  be  the  mover  of 
any  proposition.  Does  the  right  hon. 
gent.,  who  has  undertaken  that  task,  gives 
us  any  hopes  on  the  subject?— Does  he 
not  decidedly  prove  the  contrary,  in  the 
reception  with  which  he  states  his  proposi- 
tion of  a  Veto  to  have  been  received  ? 

The  tt>;i)per  and  dispojiiion  of  the  Ca- 
tholics could  not  have  been  subjected  to  a 
milder  test.  The  papal  authorily  couki 
hardly  be  said  to  lose  more  than  it  would 
gain  kiy  such  an  arrangement:  as  any 
abridgement  in  the  e^itirety  of  the  epis- 
copal appointment  would  be  more  tnaa 
counterb44anced  by  the  public  recogni- 
tion of  the  Catholic  episcopacy  in  Ireland, 
hitherto  mere  I}'' titolar  and  unauthorized, 
and  of  the  exercise  of  the  papal  nomina- 
tion, subject  only  to  the  royal  Veto.  Yet 
even  such  an  arrangement,  though  brooght 
forward  under  the  sanction  of  stune  of  the 
leading  interests  amongst  ihe  Catholics, 
and  with  the  express  approbation  and  as- 
sent of  their  deputed  agent,  engaging  too 
for  the  confirmation  of  his  principals  and 
enployers,  and  though  adopted  and  re- 
commended by  their  principal  supporters 
in  both  Houses  of  Parliament,  was  rejected 
by  the  unanimous  resolution  of  the  Catho- 
lic bishops,  declaring  their  fixed  determin- 
aition  not  to  admit  of  any  change  in  their 
ecclesiastical  appointments;  that  in  his 
holiness  the  pope,  his  captivity  no^nth- 
Btanding,  the  right  still  abides  of  giving 
communion  and  confirmation  to^bishops  of 
the  Roman  Catholic  church,  and  that  such 
condition  is  become  a  landmark  of  the  Ca* 
tholic  discipline  and  ecclesiastical  peace 
throughout  all  the  churches.  The  Roman 
Catholic  church  teachi^^s  (they  declare) 
that  of  the  christian  polity  a  most  essen- 
tial pari  is  the  piinciple  and  tendency  of 
an  onceasing  communication,  in  divine 
things,  amongst  all  the  faithful,  of  which 
communication  even  a  temporary  sospen- 
litUk  iBamisfortQno'to  yankind^  but  the 


perpetoal  abrogalmi  by  humaa  \nvr 
be  considered  by  us  as  manifest  oppri 
of  conacieooe..   (Mr.  Keogh's  Commen* 
tary  on  the  Veto.)— The  resolutions  of  tbe 
counties  cff  Kilkenny  and  Lowth*  in  whidi 
the  Veto  was  attempted  to  be  carried*  asid 
of  other  counties  and  cities  in  favour  of 
what  is  termed  the  independence  of  tbo 
Irish  chttrch>  sufficiently  testify  the  feel- 
ings of  at  least  a  consiuemble  part  of  thm 
Catholics  of  Ireland. 

The  Catholic  inhabitants  of  the  coonty 
and  city  of  Kilkenny,  in  an  address  to  tlio 
synod,  states  that  in  their  temperato  yet 
firm  disapproval  of  any  innovation  in  tiao 
mode  of  perpetuating  thai  divine  hierafchy 
(which,  covered  with  the  glories  woa  out 
of  a  rude  and  lingering  8tmggie»tbey  look 
up  to  as  the  last  undestroyra  moaaaieiit 
of  their  faith  and  ancient  national  gran* 
deur)  they  solemnly  recognize  the  aneces- 
sion  of  those  virtues  by  which  theirsainted 
predecessors  were  ennobled^ 

At  a  general  meeting  of  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholics of  the  county  and  city  of  Kilkenny* 
convtoed  by  public  notice,  on  the  8d  of 
February  last,  they  declared  themselvec 
immutably  attached  to  the  decision  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  prelates  of  Ireland  asaem* 
bled  in  their  national  cooncily  in  Sept. 
1^>8,  against  giving  any  contrcfol,  much 
less  an  effectual  one,  to  the  crown  in  the 
appointment  of  their  succesaors.— That  ihe 
power  to  be  conveyed  away  to  govemmeM 
by  the  measofe  of  a  Veto,  woiud  he  a  dis- 
graceful barter  of  things  spiritual  for  things 
temporal ; — that  it  would,  in  proeess  of 
time,  eradicate  the  Roman  Catholic  religion 
from  this  country.   That' the  plea  of  with* 
holding  their  acknowledgfed  and  impra- 
'scriptible  rights,  in  consequence  of  the 
Pope's  authority  over  them  and  hiasubjec* 
tion  to  a  hostile  po»wer,  is  inadmisaible.— 
To  accede  to  such  a  measure  is  considered, 
by  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland,  as 
wholly   inconsistent  with  their  religious 
tenets  and  fiiith,  of  which  an  inviolabte  at- 
tachment to  the  supremacy  apd  dominion 
of  the  sovereign  pontilf  ibrms  an  esienliat 
p«rt.— The  captivity  and  fallen  oondition 
of  the  Pope,  so  far  irom  afibrding  an  argu- 
ment in  favour  of  any  diminution  of  his 
authority  and  power,  is  conaideted  as  ag* 
gravatingthe  injustice  and  baseness  of  sach 
a  deprivation*'— it  is  evident  that  the  re- 
jection of  the  petition  of  the  Catholic^  aad 
leaving  them  as  they  now  are,  is  a  measure 
infinitely  toss  unp<^pular  and  obnexioiia 
amongst  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Irelami, 
than  to  grant  all  they^^rafuire  under  tho  * 
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new  raiUrictioiit  and  cbtngef»  which  am 
proposed  lo  be  inirodvced.-^It  it  treiled 
as  a  specief  of  heresy  and  »poetacy««*and 
that  if  il  were  adopted  Ireland  woald  cea^e 
to  be  a  Catholf c  country.  That  [lo  use  an 
expression  of  their  late  agent]  '<  We  may 
as  well  pretend  to  plack  a  beam  from  the 
son  as  to  toireh  a  fibre  of  ecclesiastical  ju- 
risdiction."— Whi4st  those  aentimeais  and 
feelinga  prevail,  can  there  be  the  least  hope 
entertained  that  the  Roman  Catholics  of 
Ireland  would  be  disposed  to  acctsde  to 
the  right  hon.  gent/s  project  of  abandon* 
ing  the  supreme  head  of  the  cbnrch»  and 
adopting  a  domestic  nomination,  a  project 
which  I  do  not  understand  to  be  brought 
forward  with  any  sanction  but  hia  own, 
and  which  is  ob?io«s  in  a  stronger  degree 
to  many  of  the  objections  inade  to  the 
former  project  of  a  Veto»  us  it  ukea  away 
the  episcopal  nomination  altogether  from 
the  hilly  see  f  and  even  if  opon  this  one 
subject  of  episcopal  appoimment  the  fo* 
feign  .influence  and  authority  of  the  Pope 
were  to  be  relinquished,  ia  there  any  the 
least  reason  to  expect  that  the  Roman  Ca* 
thotics  are  prepared  at  present  to  re* 
linquish  that  influence  and  authority  upon 
every  other  subject,  and  wholly  to  separate 
themaelTes  from  sll  connection  with  the 
aee  of  Rome,  ki  the  manner  and  to  the  ex- 
tent which  the  right  hon.  gent,  haa  shewn 
to  be  essential  tothetranqailUtyand  snfaty 
of  the  empire,  at  least  during  the  depend- 
ence of  that  aee  on  the  emperor  of  France, 
i%  an  indispenaible  condition  of  a  compli* 
ance  with  the  petition  of  the  Catholics. 

Doee  it  not  incontesttbly  follow,  then, 
from  this  slate  of  the  case,  without  entering 
upon  the  general  quMion,  how  far  it  would 
be  politic  and  juat  to  grant  any  further  po* 
Ittical  power  and  franchises  to  the  Roman 
Catholics,  eton  if  they  were  ready  on  their 
panto  accede  to  all  the  conditions  and 
arrangements  which  are  deemed  necessary 
by  their  tWo  great  champions,  the  right 
hon.  gent,  ond  lord  GretiTiIie  :  yet  cir- 
cumstanced as  things  now  arc,  in  the  de- 
cided and  avowed  determination  ef  a  great 
proportion  of  the  Catholics  of  Ireland,  and 
their  ecclosiastical  leaders,  not  to  admit  of 
any  the  least  change  in  their  connection 
and  attachment  to  the  sovereign  pontiflT, 
notwithstanding  his  present  condition,  and 
the  prospect  of  his  fetore  depeixlance  on 
France,  a  eompliance  with  the  petitiyn  of 
the  Roman  CathoKcs  is,  to  use  the  expres- 
sion of  the  right  hon.  gent.,  inadmissible  ; 
and  consequently,  to  accede  to  the  preaeirt 
ne^oa  of^refening  h  to  a  CettmiHee, 
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cenid  lead  to  no  practical  good,  but  must 
be  productive  of  infinite  mischief.— I  trust. 
Sir,  I  have  now  ahewn  that  the  grounde 
upon  which  I  epposc  this  motion  are  sup* 
plied  to  me  by  the  most  distinguished  par* 
tisans  of  the  Roman  CathoKcs  either  in 
express  terms,  or  by  fair  inference  firom 
the  arguments  *nnd  statements  which  they 
have  advanced.  The  right  hon.  gent, 
opposite,  who  spoke  on  a  former  night 
(Mr.  Ponsonby)  has  pursued  what  appears 
to  me  a  most  extraordinary  line  of  argu^ 
meat  He  has  held  out  a  menace,  to  alarm 
us  with  the  apprehension  that  Ireland  will 
be  lost,  if  the  petition  of  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholics is  not  complied  with.  Such  a  re- 
presentation of  the  wavering  and  preca- 
rious loyalty  and  patriotiam  of  his  coun- 
trymen I  should  have  heard  with  astonish- 
ment and  regret  from  any  one,  but  par* 
ticularly  from  one  who  has  had  such  ample 
means  of  knowmg  their  character  and  ais* 
poaitioii^  and  to  whose  authority  so  much 
weight  is  on  every  account  due. 

This  right  hon.  gtttt.  will,  I  hope,  ex- 
cuse me  if  I  should  still  hesitate,  even 
upon  his  authority,  to  believe  the  allegi- 
ance of  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland  to 
stand  opon  so  slender  a  foundation.  But 
if  it  were  so;  if  all  that  has  hitherto  beeiv 
done  lor  them  can  be  forgotten;  if,  after 
bttving  been  delivered  from  every  pe« 
nalty  and  restraint,  and  admitted  to  the 
full  enjoyment  of  all  the  rights  of 
person  and  property,  and  to  the  unmo* 
lested  exercise  of  their  religion,  with 
every  other  blcasinff  in  common  with  the 
rest  of  his  Majesty's  iubjects,  by  which 
means  they  are  admitted  to  be  daily  in- 
creasing in  commerce,  population,  and 
wealth,  they  are  still  ready  to  cast  off  their 
allegiance,  and  submit  to  a  foreign  jroke, 
because,  they  cannot  succeed  in  their  pe- 
titions for  a  further  portion  of  political 
power,  upon  terms  difierent  from  those  on 
which  it  is  granted  to  any  other  subjecta 
of  the  united  empire :  if,  I  say,  auch  were, 
really  the  temper  and  feelings  of  the  Ro-. 
man  Catholics  of  Ireland,  the  only  effect 
upon  the  present  question  would  be,  to 
produce  a  greater  degree  of  caution  iit 
arming  them  with  additional  authority 
and  power .«» With  the  right  hon.  gent<, 
however,  the  eflect  is  directly  the  con* 
trary.«->With  a  singular  degree  of  incon- 
sistency, he  is  for  abandoning  the  precau* 
tions  and  conditions  recommended  by  hia 
political  friends,  and  proceeding  to  the 
whole  cf  the  petitions,  without  any  pre- 
nous  or  concomitant  terms  whatsoever^ 
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trusting  entirely  to  the  chance  of  what  the 
Roman  Catholicn  may  afterwards  yolunta* 
nly  choose  to  establiah  in  the  way  of  ar« 
rangement  to  guard  against  the  evils  of  a 
foreign  infiaence,  which  the  right  hon. 
gent,  himself  concurred  in  proposing  to 
obTiate  in  a  former  year  by  means  of  the 
Veto. — So  that  the  right  hoh.  gent,  ne- 
commends  it  as  a  measure  of  political  wis- 
dom and  prudence,  to  make  an  immediate, 
irrevocable,  and  unconditional  grant  of  all 
the  power  and  authority  required  by  the 
Catholics,  whom  he  at  the  same  time  re- 
presents to  be  actuated  by  a  spirit  of  zeal 
so  infuriated  as  to  supersede  every  civil 
obligation  and  duty,  and  with  a  blindfold 
contidence.  to  trust  that  they. who  will  not 
beforehand,  to  attain  their  favourite  object, 
cionsent  to  the  smallest  sacrifice,  will, 
when  they  have  gratuitously  obtained  all 
they  require,  voluntarily  adopt  every  sa^ 
crince,and  consent -to  every  arrangement, 
bovvever  adverse  to  their  feelings,  habits, 
and  opinions,  which  the  protection  of  the 
Protestant  establishment  and  the  union 
^d  safety  of  the  empire  may  require.— 
This  we  are  told  the  generosity  of  the  Irish 
people  will  induce  them  to  eiiectuate, 
provided  you  will  place  confidence  and 
trust  in  them.  (Loud  cries  of  hear  I  bear ! 
from  general  Mathews.)  I  can  assure  the 
bon.  general  that  I  have  no  intention  or 
inclination  to  call  in  question  the  genero- 
sity of  ^y  of  my  fellow-countrymen  in 
Ireland.  I  believe  Uiem  to  be  a  high- 
spirited  and  generous  people;-*!  have 
already  expressed  my  disbelief  of  the 
character  given  of  them,  or  rather  of  the 
designs  imputed  to  them  by  the  right  hon. 
genu,  whose  reasoning  I  am  controverting. 
But  personal  confidence  is  not  a  ground 
to  act  upon  towards  great  bodies  of  men 
in  matters  of  great  national  importance, 
upon  whiph  the  happiness,  concord,  and 
safety  of  the  united  empire  permanently 
depend.^— We  cannot  be  justified  in  relin- 
quishing the  ordinary  means  of  precaution 
which  common  experience  and  policy 
dictale,  and  with  which  the  line  or  con- 
duct recommended  to  the  House  by  the 
right  hon.  gent,  is  directly  at  variance. 

But  what  are  the  reasons  assigned  by  the 
right  hon.  gent,  for  making  an  exception 
to  that  general  line  of  conduct  in  this  par* 
ticular  case,  and  how  does  it  happen  that 
he  is  in  particular  the  adviser  of  such  a 
measure,  in  opposition  to  those  with  whom 
he  generally  actsP^Have  any  circum- 
stances taken  place  to  justify  such  extra* 
ordinary  confidencf  on  this  iubjeot  ?  Has 


the  right  hon.  gent,  become  an  advocate 
for  it  from  any  recent  experience  of  his 
own  ?— Has  he  di>M:overed,  that  on  this  sub- 
ject men  may  be  peculiarly  trusted  even 
without  any  positive  compact,  from  the 
sincerity  and  good  faith  which  they  have 
been  uniformly  found  to  observe  in  all 
their  communications  respecting  it?->-Haa 
not  the  direct  contrary  most  lamentably 
and  disgracefully  appeared  ? — Has  notthe 
right  hon.  gent  been  on  this  subject  the 
dupe  of  this  confidence  ?— ^^Have  not  bis 
own  honour  and  veracity  been  called  in 
question  by  it  ?--What  was  the  degrading 
narrative,  which  occupied  a  great  part  of 
the  speech  in  which  this  confidence  is 
recommended  to  us  ? — ^A  series  of  the 
most  shameful  and  barefaced  duplicity 
and  falsehood*  practised  on  the  right  boo. 
gent,  and  some  of  his  friends  by  the  de- 
puted agent  «f  the  class  of  persons  to 
whom  we  are  to  give  this  novel  and  ex- 
traordinary confidence,  described  by  the 
right  hon.  gent,  in  luminous  and  forcible 
terms,  equally  to  the  entire  and  satisfac* 
tory  vindication  of  his  own  honour  and 
good  faith,  most  unjustly  and  scandalously 
aspersed,  and  to  the  shame  and  conftisioo 
of  those  with  whom  he  had  to  communis 
cate. — ^Yet  was  Dr.  Milner  a  man  stand- 
ing high  in  character  and  rank  amongst 
the  Catholics,^and  on  that  account  selected 
as  their  agent.  Yet  was  he  dignified  with 
the  appointment  of  a  Catholic  Bishop  in 
pariibus,  and  ofYicar  Apostolic  by  the  See 
of  Rome,  and  as  the  delegate  of  the  Catho- 
lics, was  placed  in  a  situation  of  peculiar  re* 
sponsibility  and  trust.  Notwithstanding  all 
thjs,  how  was  every  honourable  tie  and 
principle  disregarded  and  broken !  When 
this  Reverend  Doctor  authorised  thcright 
hon,  gent,  and  others  to  tender  the  pro- 
position of  a  Veto,  it  is  probable  that  he 
was  himself  deceived  into  a  belief  that  it 
would  be  ratified  and  approved  by  the 
Catholic  Hierarchy  and  a  great  majority 
of  the  Roman  Catholics  in  Ireland;  fori 
cannot  suppose  he  had  the  baseness^  with 
a  different  uttpression,,to  hold  it  out  solely 
for  purposes  of  deception«(— But  when  be 
found  the  Catholic  voice  in  Ireland  loud 
and  general  against  this  innovation  in 
their  Church,  be  endeavonred  to  shrink 
from  this  responsibility  himself,  and  place 
it  with  the  right  hon.  gent,  and  those 
who  had  been  deceived  by  a  reliance  on 
his  representations.— Is  it  possible  to  state 
a  stronger  instance,  to  shew  the  folly  and 
danger  of  personal  confidence  in  matters 
of  this  nature  ?•— Repeated  aiseverationa^ 
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mnd  even  written  engagementf^  are  (bond  to 
have  no  binding  obligation  or  weieht.  Dis- 
tinctions are  made  between  a  sdemn  and 
a  serious  promise*— and  eren  the  most 
gcaye  and  venerable  cbaracters  do  not 
scropie  to  fly  from  their  wordsi  and  falsify 
their  most  deliberate  declaraAions.  It  is 
not  a  matter  in  which  any  man  or  set  of 
sneo,  if  he  or  they  coold  permanently 
answer  for  their  ownopinions,  can  answer 
for  those  even  of  the  present,  much  less 
for  all  succeed inc  generations.  The  Ro- 
man Catholics  of  Ireland  are  not  (as  lord 
GrenviUe  has  truly  observed)  a  corporate 
body. — ^They  speak  through  no  common 
organ.  Their  various  wishes  and  in* 
terests^  like  those  of  their  fellow  sub- 
jects, can  be  collected  only  from  ge- 
neral information ;  and  any  opinions  er- 
roneously attributed  to  them,  they«  like 
all  other  persons,  are  fully  entitled  to 
disclaim.  The  binding  obligation  of  a 
positive  law,  and  a  solemn  test  to  be  taken 
by  each  individual,  must  be  resorted  to  for 
the  purpose  of  giving  a  solid  and  perma- 
nent security  for  the  observance  of  any 
arrangemenu  which  the  tranquiHity  and 
safety  of  the  empire  require.— So  far  from 
iu  lieing  a  case  in  which  any  exception 
can,  with  any  degree  of  prudence,  be  ad- 
mitted to  the  ordinary  course  of  proceed- 
ing in  matters  of  sute  of  great  magnitude 
and  importance,  this  is  of  all  others 
one  in  which  nothing  should  be  left  to 
future  cbaoice  or  uncertainty.  If  any 
facts  or  arguments  were  wanting  to  prove 
so  plain  and  self-evident  a  proposition, 
they  have  been  tmply  supplied,  as  I 
have  shewn  by  the  right  hon.  gent, 
himself. 

But  even  if  confidence  conld  be  re- 
ceived as  a  justifiable  rule  of  action  in  a 
measure  of  mat  national  concern,  and  if, 
after  what  has  passed,  it  could  be  so  in 
directing  the  conduct  to  be  observed  by 
Parliament  towards  the  Roman  Catholics 
of  Ireland,  still  it  is  now  wholly  pre- 
clude by  their  own  express,  deliberate, 
and  public  declarations,  not  to  accede  to 
any  ihe  slightest  of  the  terms  which  have 
been  proposed.  They  will  not  consent 
to  any  change  in  their  ecclesiastical  ap- 
pointments ;—4hey  speak  of  their  con- 
nection with  the  Fope  in  terms  that  pre- 
clude any  the  least  chance  of  their  being 
at  present  disposed  to  relinquish  it.  It  is 
declared  a  land  mark  of  the  Catholic 
discipline  and  ecclesiastical  peace.— It  is 
matter  of  the  hi|^besi  and  roost  sacred  re- 
ligious duty,  which  it  would  be 


tical  and  impious  in  them  yoluntarilv  to 
consent  te  violate,  and  to  abrogate  which 
bylaw  would  be,  they  declare,  a  manifest 
oppression  of  conteience.  Their  resolu- 
lution  is  fixed  and  unalterable.  They  have 
publicly  pledged  themselves  to  the  firm 
and  unshaken  observance  Of  it,  and  no- 
thin  &c  will  induce  them  to  depart  from 
it.-— Yet  under  these'  circumstances  the 
right  hon*  gent,  recommends  his  blindfold- 
confidence,-— a  confidence  that  is,  that  the 
Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland,  like  their 
agent  Dr.  Milner,  will  at  once  retract  and 
unsay  all  their  declarations  and  most  so* 
lemn  promises^  and  act  in  direct  opposi- 
tion to  them. — ^This  is  the  wise  and 
prudent  line  of  conduct  prescribed  to 
us  by  the  right  hon.  gent.  But  what  is 
the  measure  which  the  right  hon.  gent, 
advises  parliaroenc  to  adopt  upon  this 
wild  experiment  of  confidence }  A  mea<> 
sure  still  more  wild  and  extravagant,  if 
possible,  than  the  principle  on  which  it  is 
founded.^-lVust,  says  he,  to  the  generosity 
of  the  Roman  Catliolics  of  Ireland,  and 
give  them  all  they  ask.— This  is  the  only 
plan  by  which  the  harmony  and  concord, 
the  union  and  safety  of  the  empire  can  be 
eiiectoated.  Wav  there  ever  any  thin^ 
so  indefinite,  wild  and  extravagant ?— All 
that  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland  ask. 
Can  any  one  define  what  that  is,  or  to 
what  extent  it  goes?  They  will  be  satis- 
fied, it  is  said,  to  be  admitted  to  all  the 
same  privileges,  and  put  on  the  same  foot- 
ing in  all  respects  as  the  rest  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's subjects.  (Hear !  hear !  from  the 
opposite  side.)  I  shall  hereafter  consider 
whether  this  is  the  extent  of  what  the 
Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland  ask.  But  if 
it  were,  do  the  gentlemen  who  appear  to 
sanction  this  claim  bv  their  cheers,  con- 
sider  what  is  the  nature  and  extent  of  it, 
and  what  must  be  done  to  satisfy  it  iu  the 
extended  sense  in  which  it  is  made? — Im- 
munity from  all  penalties  and  restraints 
they  have  already  acquired;  access  to 
some  of  the  franchises  and  power  of  the 
stotehas  also  been  given ;  and  the  rest  are 
open  on  the  same  terms  as  tbe3<'are  grant* 
ed  or  acquired  by  any  other  subject.  To 
grant  a  full  participation  of  political  power 
to  those  who  refipse  to  acknowledge  the 
pliemcm  dommum^  the  entire  sovereignly  of 
the  sUte,  would  be  contrary  to  the  policy 
and  practice  of  all  ages  and  nations :  nor 
would  this  place  them  on  the  same,  but  on 
a  different  and  a  better  footing  than  the 
rest  of  his  Mafesty 's  sukgects.  But  how  ii 
this  claim  to  be  oompliea  with  in  reapect 
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to  the  religMMf  citabliihiiMni  of  the  coon* 
try  )-^b  there  !to  be  bo  longet  any  pre- 
ference or  distinctioD  in  fafbur  of  the  Pro- 
tcitaut  church  in  Ireland  ?— U  the  Roman 
Catholic  hierarchy  to  be  immediately  put 
on  the  same  footing  ?  to  have  the  same 
episcopal  and  other  dignities,  with  pre« 
cisely  the  same  rank  and  dignity^  the 
same  emoluments  and  rights*  the  same 
power,  privileges,  and  aotbority?  Are  the 
tithes  of  Roman  Catholics  to  be  withdrawn 
from  the  Protestai^t  and  transferred  to  the 
support  of  the  Roman  Catholic  church  ? 
And  are  the  two  rival  establishments  to  be. 
formed  in  Ireland  in  all  respects  on  the 
same  footing  ?  If  they  are  not,  if  all  these 
things  and  more  are  not  done,  the  Roman 
Catholics  will  still  say  they  are  not  entirely 
placed  on  the  same  ibottng  as  the  rest  of 
his  Majesty's  subjeots ;  and  if  they  are, 
would  ttiese  be  the  arrangements  which 
are  considered  by  lord  Grenville  to  be 
necessary  to  make  ''  dne  provision  for  the 
inviolable  naintaioance  of  the  religions 
and  civil  eiaablishments  of  this  United 
Kingdom,  to  provide  for  nlutoal  concilia- 
^ion  an(^  common  safety,  by  which  con* 
tending  interests  are  to  be  reconciled,  jea«- 
lottsies  allayed,  and  many  long  cherished 
fuld  mutually  destructive  prejudices  are  to 
be  eradicated;  by  which,  in  short,  the 
mutual  good-will  of  all  our  fellow-subjects, 
Protestants  as  well-  as  Roman  Catholics, 
and  the  union  of  the  empire,  in  affection 
as  well  as  in  government,  are  to  be  effec- 
tuated?" That  such  innovations  must  be 
productive  of  effects  directly  the  contrary, 
is  too  evident  to  require  any  further  dis- 
cussion. New  and  augmented  soorces, 
therefore,  of  civU  discord,  discontent,  and 
danger  to  the  slate,  will  not  hi\  to  be 
created  by  a  new  parliamentary  ffrant  on 
this  head,  whether  it  fall  short  of  what  is 
required,  and  introduce  new  restrictions 
and  qualifications^  or  whether  it  jj^oes  the 
full  length  of  erecting  an  absolute,  un- 

3ttalitied,  and  universal  equality  of  juris- 
iction,  emolument,  and  power. 
But  if  it  were  possible  to  overcome  all 
the  difficulties  on  this  head,  as  it  certainly 
is  not,  at  least  at  this  lime,  does  the  right 
boB.  gentleman  supj^ose  that  his  object 
would  then  be  fully  attained,  that  parlia- 
mem  would  have  granted  lo  th^  Roman 
Catholics  of  Ireland  all  that  they  ask,  and 
that  they  will  rest  contented  with  this 
boon  ? — Has  not  this  fallacious  hope  been 
always  held  out  upon  every  successive 
claim  made  by  the  Roman  Catholics  of' 
Iceland?  Wns  it  net  always  predicted  that 


every  petHioB  was  to  be  the  last,  siid  if 
granted,  the  grievances  of  Irebod  wer«  to 
be  no  more  beard  of?  And  yet  faaa  not 
every  ^rant  of  indulgence  been  tmoiedi- 
akely  followed  with  fresh  demands  snd 
increased  importunity  ?  What  secwrtty^ 
have  we  that  the  same  would  not  be  the 
case  now  ? 

Here  again  we  are  not  left  merely  to 
conjeclufe.  The  explicit  declarations  of 
the  Roman  Catholioa  themselves  put  the 
matter  out-  of  all  doubt.  They  do  not  pre- 
tend thus  to  circumscribe  and  limit  their 
demands;  they  have  much  larger  and 
more  extend^  views.«-»They  have  been 
publicly  announced  by  one  of  their  own 
body,  who  is  said  to  speak  the  sentimenu 
and  to  possesa  the  confidence  of  a  conii- 
derable  number  of  the  Catholic  body,  in 
the  publication  on  th^  subject  of  the  Veto, 
to  which  1  have  before  alluded.  Quoting 
from  the  letter  of  lord  Grenville  the  fol- 
lowing sentence,  *'  Vain  indeed  would  be 
the  hope  of  reconciling  Ireland  solely  by 
the  repeal  of  a  few  remaining  disqualifi- 
cations of  the  Catholics,"  the  author  adds» 
"  Here  lord  Grenville  speaks  truly  to  the 
point,  for  they  are  in  fact  rather  an  affiront 
than  an  injury.  Emancipation^  if  an  iso« 
lated  measure,  must  be  undesirable  both 
to  Enigland  and  .  Ireland."-— In  another 
passage  he  says,  *'  To  satisfy  the  people 
of  Ireland,  there  must  be  means  adopted 
which  the  poor  man  will  feel  in  bis  cab'm  ; 
there  must  be  exchange,  not  merely  of 
men,  but  of  the  total  system  of  govern- 
ment.''—He  afterwards  expluns  his  mean- 
ing more  in  detail.  "  Depend  upon  it  you 
will  only  tamper  with  the  tranquillity  of 
Ireland,  if  you  go  on  discussing  your  ex- 
tensive and  complicated  arrani^eroenti. 
You  had  better  turn  your  mind  to  arrange- 
ments at  once  extensive^and  simple.  It 
is  time  to  lay  the  axe  to  the  root  of  tlir 
evil.  If  you-  sinc;erely  feel  that  love  of 
England,  and  that  loyalty  to  your  King, 
you  are  so  forward  ta  profess;  if,  in  a  word, 
your  *  purpose  be  to  save  Ireland  to  the 
empire,— <let  her .  experience  an  eternal 
divorce  between  religion  and  politics,  in- 
cluding the  abolition  of  tythes,  and  tlie 
suppreuion  of  evtty  species  of  public 
plunder  upon  pious  pretences*  Let  her 
see  her  corporate  bodie^v  including  tiie 
univeriities,  annulled ;  for  they  are  all  or- 
ganized accomplices  of  old  errors,  and  of 
old  vtce<  ag(iinst  every* moral,  political* 
or  physical  improvement.  Let  ner  pea- 
santry be  freed  from  the  presutre  of  rack- 
nai,  ant  by  iaopcrattre  statotes,  hut  by 
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bringMig  iato  inarkiit  fewer  bidden  for 
tmon  iMble  liad^  by  discoimging  ber 
iprasing^  mod  by  eocoiiragiiig  ber  donestie 
minufectansi.  Let  tbe  progreative  acco« 
jnalattoa  of  ber  Uxet  be  termineted. 
Tbeir  uooquI,  indeed,  matt  remeaii  enor- 
mooib  to  pay  tbe  intetett  of  ber  debt;  for 
alas!  tbe  money  is  aquaiidered.  But  if 
tbe  series  of  robbery^  from  tbe  tax*ga- 
Iberer  to  tbe  excbeqoer  both  inclqsife, 
were  guarded  against*  and  if  tbe  immense 
misapplied  re? enoesof  the  intii]si?eoh«rch, 
and  or  the  corporate  bodies^  were  resomed 
by  the  nation,  Ireland  might  wage  a  war 
which  would  last  till  the  end  of  the  world/' 
.1  am  far  from  supposing  these  extraTagant 
aentimeots  generaily  to  be  entertained  bv 
the  Roman, Calholics  in  Ireland;  hot  if 
euch  ideas  at  all  prevail  in  tbe  country,  it 
is  in  Tain  to  look  tor  traoquillitv  and  con- 
tent from  any  grants  which  it  is  in  the 
power  of  parliament  to  make.*»Tbe  cry  of 
grievances  unredressed  will  aever  cease  to 
oe  loud  and  frequent  by  turbulent  and  rest- 
less spirits,  so  Umg  as  tbe  Protestant  esta- 
blishment continues  to  be  maintained,  and 
tbe  union  between  England  and  lieland  to 
be  preserved* 

Tbe  right  boo.  gent  will,  therefore,  I 
am  sorer  upon  cool  reflection,  be  convinced 
bow  utterly  impossible  it  would  be,  by 
pnrMiag  his  plea  of  unconditaonaily  and 
MTevokabiy  granting  (o  thfrftoman  Catho- 
lics all  that  they  ask,  to  atuin  tbe  objects 
which  I  know  he  has  in  view,  v«.  the 
peace  and  happiness  of  Ireland,  the  har- 
mony of  the  United  Kingdom,  or  the  safety 
and  stabilityaf  the  empire. 

But  if  the  righi  h«m.  gent,  can  still  en- 
tertain thede  visionary  and  delusive  hopes, 
I  beg  lo  ask,  whether  he  has  carried  bis 
ideas  forward  lo  what  he  mast  at  least  ad- 
mit there  is  considerable  danger  may  be 
the  case*  the  event  bein^  diftrent,  whe- 
ther he  is  prepared  to  point  oat  what  is  to 
be  done,  if  after  putting  to  to  desperate  a 
risk  a  stake  of-  such  transcemiaat  import- 
ance, if  after  parliameat  shall  have,  as  tbe 
right  boo.  gent,  recommends,  absolutely 
'  and  oncoiulii  tonally  granted  to  the  Roman 
Cathulics  all  that  tlif  y  ask  fer,  if  after  vest- 
ing them  with  the  fall  particlpatwa  of  au- 
thority and  power  ecc  leniauical  and  civil, 
miltury  and  political,  throughout  all  the 
fttoctitins  and  depanmenu  of  the  state, 
iruiiung  entirety  to  their  sniisequent  aene- 
rosity  spontaneously  to  adopt  the  srrange- 
men'S  deemed  necessary  to  prpvent  the 
fetal  conse<)iirnces  to  thnxhurcb  and  state 
from  ««ich  a  graaiy  the  Eamaa  Oalboiaci 
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should  notwithstandmg  still  persevere  in 
tbeir  present  determination  to  admit  of  no 
chan^  in  their  ecclesiastical  discipline  or 
appomtments,  and  should  still,  with  the 
same  devoted  eamestnem  and  seal,  continae 
to  recognise  the  plenitude  of  the  papal 
supremacy,  the  controlling  influence  and 
authority,  the  abum  Dombmm  of  the  holy 
see,  as  a  fixed  and  inviolable  article  of  .the 
Catholic  feith|»  admitting  of  no  alteration 
or  abatement,  even  thou^  Cardinal  Fesche, 
or  any  other  instrument  of  the-  empe* 
ror  of  France  should  be  inveatcd  with  that 
character,  what,  I  adc,  would  the  right 
bon.  gent,  propoae  aboold  be  done  to  pto- 
tect  the  united  empire  from  tbe  alarpning 
danger,  to  which  even  tbe  most  aeialous 
advocates  fer  the  aogpientation  of  the  Ca- 
tholic power*  have,  as  I  have  shewn,  ad- 
mitted both  the  church  and  state  would  in 
such  a  state  of  things  be  infeUibly  expos- 
ed ?  Would  tbe  right  bon..  gent,  be  coat- 
tent  to  leave  the  empire  expowd  to.all  that 
danger  without  even  then  reporting  to  any 
measure  of  ascurity  ?-— If  not,  what  would 
that  measure  be?  and  which  of  the  only 
alternatives  that  arouM  then  be  left  to 
us  would  be  recomosend  to  be  adopt, 
ed?  Would  he  propose  that  parliament 
should  resmne  the  grant  so  imurovidently 
made,  and  restore  things  to  tne  Hile  in 
which  they  were  when  this  rash  expe- 
riment was  asade  ;  or  woald  he  by  a  new 
infliction  of  legislative  penalties  and  ra- 
strainta  eaferca  the  observance  of  the  ar- 
rangements deemed  necesaary  for  the 
pubiieaafety?  In  either  case  the  right 
hoo.  gent,  must  be  sensible  at  how  f^at  a 
distance  he  would  place  the  attainment 
of  any  of  the  great  national  otyecta  which 
he  has  in  view,  the  happm«aib  the  tran- 
quillity, or  the  aafety  of  the  United  £aa- 
pire?  It  cannot  be  neoeaaary  to  dwell 
longer  on  the  bad  policy  and  mischief,  im 
every  point  of  view,  of  the  rigttt  ben. 
gene's  propoaition.  I  have  already  de« 
tained  the  Uouae  too  kmg  in  the  expoaal 
of  it.  Ihe  right  boo.  gent,  mast,  I  pre- 
sume, have  been  induced  to  resort  to  It, 
not  as  in  itself  an  advfsable  measure,  bat 
becaoHO  if  aemeihiag  must  be  don*-  to- 
wards the  Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland, 
this  M  an  exporioN'nt,  the  only  one  which 
in  their  present  temper  -and  dtspositioo 
could  be  tried  alter  the  language  and 
conduct  which  they  had  held  respeetifig 
the  proposal  of  the  Veto :  after  the  angry 
and  velirment  resisteaee  given  to  that 
most  temperate,  tiHMigh  in  my  judgment, 
most  inaaaanafea  and  feeble  meamara  of 
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■  precaution,  notwiihstanding  the  quarter  in 
tvhich  it  originated,  and  by  which,  it  was 
recommended   and    enfbrced,   after    the 

'  feelings  and  sentiments  manifested  by  the 

Boman    Catholics  throughout  Ireland   on 

the  subjfct,  which  the  riojht  hon.  moi^er 
'  of  the  present  question   feels  in  common 

<vith  the  warmest  of  their  advocates,  to  be 

■  an   indispensable   condition   of   any  fur- 

•  iher  communication  of  political  franchises 

•  or  power,  I  mean  the  Papal  Supremacy, 
aAer  their  proclaimed  determination,  as  a 
matter  of  the  highest  reli«;ious  obligation, 
not"  t6  allow  of  the  slif^htest  degree  of 
Abatement  of  that  foreign  influence  and 
dominion,  the  whole  of  which  mast,  it 
is  admitted,  be  absolutely  and  completely 
renounced,  before  it  caii  be  reconcileable 

•  to  iny  principle  of  policy  or  justice  to 
make  any  further  grants  to  them,  any 
€onditioiial  arrangements  with  the  appro- 
bation and  consent  of  the  Roman  Catho- 
lics,' the  right  hon.  gent,  must  have  been 
sensible  had  been  removed  to  an  immea- 
surable distance.  The  doctrine  which  it 
is- now  made  manifest,  continues  to  be 

^  maintained  respecting  tlfe  Pope,  forms 
alone,  even  if  every  other  point  could  be 

•  adjusted,  in  the  jiM|gment  of  the  most  stre* 
nous  advocates  for  encrease  of  Catholic 
power,  an  insuperable  obstacle  and  bar 
to  any  such   measure. — The  time  is  not 

■  yet  come,  when  the  Roman  Catholics  of 
Ireland  can  bring  themselves  to  cast  of\  a 
foreign  yoke,   to   cease  to  recognize   the 

'  contToul  of  a  foreign  power  over  their 
minds  and  consciences,  to  maintain  a 
complete  and  unqualified,  instead  of  a 
partial  and  divided,  allegiance  to  the  state, 

•  and  to  be  no  longer  the  temporal  subjects 
of  one  sovereign,  and  the  ecclesiastical 
subjects  of  another,  with  considerable 
danger  too  of  a  predominant  preference 

•  to  their  spiritual  head  whenever  the  two 
interests  should  happen  to  clash. — ^To 
effectuate  this  must  be  a  work  of  time, 

•  aided  by  the  diffusion  of  knowledge,  and 
deliverance   from  ancient  prejudices  and 

.  intellectoal  bondage. — Without  anticipat- 
ing any  qocMion  which  may  hereafter 
arise,  whether  any  future  change  of  cir- 
cnmstances  may  render  it  politic  and  ex- 
pedient to  augment  the  political  power  of 
the  Roman  Catholics,  or  as  to  what  the 
change  must*  he  to  vrarrantsuch  a  measure, 

'Si  is  suiiicient  for  our  present  purpose 
that  such  a  state  of  thmgs  does  not  now 
exist,  afid  consequently  that  nothing 
now  can  be  done.«-And  if  it  cannot,  to 

'  what  purpose  it  ft  to  refer  the  pelitiooB  to 


a  Committee  ?    What  is  the  benefit    to 
be  derived  from  such  a  measure  ?     I9  it  a 
Catholic  question,  a  subject  upon  ivhicb 
it  is  necessary  to  procure  additional  infor- 
mation ?     The    right ,  hon.    gent,     who 
opened  the  debate  on  the  first  day,  in  tbe 
commencement  of  his  speech,  complain- 
ed that   the    subject  Was  worn  out  and 
exhausted  by  the  repeated  discussion  of 
it,  and  that  he  was  unable  to  throw  any 
new  light  upon  it.     And  if  he  was   not 
able,  with  all  the  long  and  anxious  atten- 
tion  he  has  bestowed   upon  it,  and    tbe 
best    means    of  being    fully  acquainted 
with  rt  in  all  its  bearings,  what  prospect  is 
there  of  any  useful  information  being^  de« 
rived   from  any  other  quarter  ?     Surely 
if  the  subject  was  exhausted  at  the  time 
when   this  declaration  was  made,  it  most 
now  be  much  more  so,  after  the  long  and 
able  speech' of  the  right  hon.  gent.^  and 
those  which  have  since  occupied  the  time 
of  the  House  during  a  lengthened  debate 
of  three  whole  days.-^Will  the  discussion 
be  continued  to  more  profit  or  advantage, 
when  carried  on  in  the  same  'assembly, 
•  composed  of  the  same  members,  by  oor 
being  formed  into  a  committee,  yon.  Sir, 
being  removed  out  of  that  chair,  and  an- 
other member  presiding  in  one  below  ? 
I  am  sensible.  Sir,  that  I  have  myself  very 
unprofitably  added  to  the  tedium  of  thts 
debate,  and  am  still  trespassing  too  long 
on  the  reluctant  patience  of  the  House. 
But    surely  those  who   have   manifested 
so  much  impatience  at  the  useless  protrac- 
tion   of  the  debate,  will  not  urge    the 
necessity  of  it  as  a  reason  for  ^ing  into  a 
Committee. — ^We    have   certamly  talked 
enough  on  the  subject,  and  the  only  result 
has  been  to  satisfy  us  that  nothing  can  be 
done. — Is  there  *then  any  other  object  to 
be  attained  by  complying  with  the  roo- 
tibn  ?  We  are  told  that  it  is  necessary  for 
the  purpose  of  conciliation,  to  testify  a  dis- 
position on  our  part  to  enter  into  a'treaty, 
if  a  similar  disposition  is  shewn  on  the  part 
of  the  Roman  Catholics.    But  here  again 
the  argument  is  most  unfortunate,  and  the 
effect  certain  to  be  the  opposite  of  what  is 
proposed.— For  how  is  conciliation  to  be 
produced  by  entering  upon  a  treaty  with 
a  previous  certainty  that  np  practical  mea- 
sure can  be  the  result  of  it  ?  Will  it  not 
rather  tend  to  exasperate  and  provoke  than 
conciliate,    to    excite    expectations   and 
hopes,  which  are  sure  to  terminate  in  dis- 
appointment }  Will  not  the  Roman  Catho- 
lics have  just  ground  to  complain  of  their 
being  trifled  with,  and  their  feelings  in* 
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soiled  by  so  disingenuous  sod  delmuve  a 
proceoding?  We  did  not  conceal,  they 
will  say,  what  were  our  fixed  and  analtera* ' 
ble  resolutions.  They  were  done  and  re- 
peatedly published  in  the  most  open  man- 
ner, and  in  the  most  explicit  tenDS.-^If 
they  afibrded  an  Insuperable  bar  to  a  com- 
pliance with  our  petition,  why  did  not  you 
at  once  tell  us  so  ?  With  a  full  knowledge 
of  our  determiner!  purpose^  you  still  re* 
solved  to  entertain  and  consider  our  peti- 
tion^  and  thereby  encouraged -us  to  believe 
that  you  were  in  earnest,  and  sincere  in 

.  your  intentions  to  afford  some  practical 
ineasore  of  relief,  yet  you  now  tell  us, 
that  at  the  very  time  of  this  resolution  you 
know  this  to  be  impossible.  What  an  un- 
profiuible  waste  of  time  then  was  it,  and 
what  mockery  and  insult  towards  us,  to 
engage  in  so  idle  and  nugatory  a  prioceed- 
ing?-*That  such  a  measure  must  give  rise 
to  feelings  and  reflections  of  this  kind,  is, 
I  think,  inevitable,  how.  it  can  operate  to 
produce  conciliation  I  am  at  a  loss  to  con- 
ceive.— In  the  full  conviction,  therefore, 
that  it  can  lead  to  no  practical  good,  "but 
to  much  litigation  and  mischief,  I  shall 
give  the  motion  my  dircided  negative. 

Sir,  1  will  trouble  the  House  no  longer. 
—I  have  endeavoured  to  confine  myself 
to  the  narrow  View  of  this  question,  which 
I  at  first  proposed, — Many  gentlemen  will 
be  disposed  to  oppose  the  motion  upon 
more  general  grounds,  and  upon  a  decided 
opinion  of  the  inexpediency  under  any 
circumstances  of  adding  to  the  political 
power  of  the  Roman  Catholics  in  Ireland, 
in  avoiding  to  discuM  that  opinion  on  the 
present  occasion,  it  will  not,  I  hope,  be  in- 
ferred, that  I  mean  either  to  affirm  or  to 
negative  it.  I  have  chosen  to  avoid*  any 
disputable  ground,  and  to  meet  the  sup* 

'  porters  of  the  present  question  upon  their 
own  arguments,  assuming,  for  the  sake  of 
the  argument,  the  general  question  to  be 
with  them.«-^I  have  still  endeavoured  to 
shew  that  in  the  present  state  of  things  it 
is  impossible  for  these  gentlemen,  and 
particularly  for  the  right  hon.  gent,  who 
has  amoved  the  question,  consistently  with 
their  own  principles,  to  maintain  it,  or  to 
shew  any  practical  good  thsit  can  result 
from  it.  1  cannot  hope  to  be  able  to  carry 
any  of  those  gentlemen  with  me  in  the  op- 
position to  the  motion,  but  I  truU  they  will 
do  me  the  justice  to  admit,  that  the 
grounds  on  which  I  have  rested  my  oppo- 
sition, feeble  and  imperfect  as  they  may 
appear  to  be^  canuot  yet  be  fairly  attri- 
buted to  any  principle  of  bigotry  or  into- 


ll^rance.— Thev  are  derived  from  those 
.who  profess  themselves  roost  inimical  to 
that  principle,  and  u'pon  their  authovily, 
as  well  as  the  plain  reasons  and  merits  of 
the  question,  I  oppose  the  re£erehce-of  the 
petitions  to  a  Committee. 

Mr.  C.  Smiih:^^\r,  I  am  conscious  that 
apology  is  due.  to  the  House  for  rising  at' 
this  late  hour  to  occupy  more  of  its  atten*- 
tion.    But,  Sir,  I  think  this  question  con*: 
corns  the  whole  empire,  and  not  Ireland 
alone.    I  proposed  to.  myself  the  honoor>  * 
of  stating  my  sentiments  at  length  upon' 
this  important  subject ;  but  at  this  period  * 
of  the  debate,  tired  and  exhausted  as* gen*  * 
tlemen  seem  to  be,  I  shall  merely  confine 
myself  to  a  few  words,  and  content  myself 
with  the  consciousness,  that  the  vote  I  shall  - 
give  was  not  sub  nkntio.m^l  concur  most 
fully  in  every  word  spoken  by  the  hon. 
gent,  who  seconded  this  motion.     He,Sir« 
has  chosen  a  ground  of  Argument,  which 
most  be  as  convincing  to  all  men's  minds, 
as  it  is  simple  and  unshackled  by  any  other 
local  consideration.    The  broad  principle 
of  toleration  is  that  upon  which  this  qoes-- 
tion  .ought  to  be  set  at  rest.    That  hon* 
gent,  has  already  descanted  with  so  much 
ability  upon  the  happy  influence  universal 
toleration    has   upon   the  nations  of  the 
world,  that  I  shall  not  incur  the  imputa- 
tion of  temerity,  by  endeavouring  to  follow 
him  upon  that  topic.     I  fully  concur  in 
every  word  he  has  said  .upon  it,  and  I  shall 
only  crave  permission  of  the  House  to  add 
a  very  few  \rofds.     Sir,  I  wi^h  the  House 
to  consider  seriously  the  efiect  of  the  sys* 
tern  of  toleration  that  has  been  established 
in  England.     We  have  heard  of  no  relaxa* 
tiol)  of  morals ;  we  have  heard  of  no  dan*, 
gerous  conspiracies — none  of  those  dread • 
fill  consequences  which  invaribly  follow  u 
persecuted  nation  ;*  but  on  the  contrary,  I 
will  maintain,'  that  in  proportion  as  the 
principles  of  toleration  have*  obtained,  ii| 
that  proportion  peace,  tranquillity,  and 
learning  have  prevailed. 

Lord  Gtorge  GremnlU,  Sir,  I  will  notob« 
trude  myself  upon  the  attention  of  the 
House  but  for  a  single  moment.  Having 
come  into  the  House  this  eveningwithm 
determination  not  to  say  one  word,  I  should 
not  now  have  broken  that  resolution,  bus 
hearing  the  name  of  a  revered  and  noblo 
relation  of  mine  (lord  Grenville)  alluded 
to,  and  especially  by  the  hon.  and  learned 
gent,  opposite  (Solicitor  General]  who 
has  particularly  dwelt  on  a  passage  of  that 
noble  lord's  pamphlet,  I  feel  myself  calU 
ed  upon  to  set  him  right  upon  a  point  on 


which  be  aeems  to  hure  a  good  deal  of 
difficulty.  I  have  only  to  recommend  the 
learned  and  bon*  gent»  before  he  forms  a 
concluaiye  opinion  iif»on  the  aulyect, 
that  he  will  read  the  two  last  pages  of  the 
painphlet* 
Mr.  Pcur  Moon  said,  that  he  had  come 

•  to  the  Hoase  with  intention  to  enter  at 
some  knf  th  into  the  merits  of  this  sin- 
gularly important  question ;  but  at  this 
advanced  hour  of  the  morning,  the  Houfe 

*  naturally  exhausted,  and  very  impatient 
fiur  a  decision,  be  should  most  readily  spare 
them»    and    spare    himself;     and     the 
more  esperially,  as  he  was  himself  very 
aiiziotts  to  hear  his  right  hon.  friend  Mr. 
Grattan  in  reply.     Under  this  declaration, 
he  hoped  aiid  trusted  the  House  would 
have  the  goodness  to  hear  him  on  one  or 
two  points,  as  concisely  as  the  nature  of 
them  would  possibly  admit— Mr.  Moore 
said,  in  the  19th  century  be  should  be 
ashamed  to  view  this  in  any  other  light 
than-  as  a  question  of  national  strength, 
wholly  divested  of  every  other  influence 
or  consideration,  on  the  principles  which 
he  should  hereafter  state.    In  this  light  he 
wa«,  first,  to  consider  the  nature  and  cha- 
racter of  the  strength  which  he  was  anz« 
ions  to  add  to  the  empire;  and  this  he 
should  concisely  do,  by  implicitly  sob- 
scribing  to  the  full  extent  <of  the  words 
and  the  spirit  of  the  declaration  of  the 
bon.  and  learned  sent,  (the Solicitor  Gene- 
ral), that  he  readily  admitted  the  loyaltTi 
integrity,  and  fidelity  of  the  Catholic  sub- 
jects of'^  the  empire;  to  which  he  (Mr. 
Moore)  shouldasconcisely  add,  that  Ihey 
had  lately  testified  to  the  world  that  tl^ir 
principles  and   conduct  were  superior  to 
suspicion,  and  thatthus  feeling,  to  manifest 
our  sense  of  their  inestimable  value,  in  a 
conquest  over  oar  own  ignorance,  weak- 
ness, passions,  and  prejudices,  as  the  gos- 
pel we  profess  in  common  with  them  has 
enjoined,  would  be  the  most  brilliant  and 
the  most  valuable  conquest,  in  a  national 
sense  of  acquisition,  which  the  consoli- 
dated wisdom  and  faculties  of  the  whole 
empire  of  Great  Britain  could  command, 
had  ever  achieved.— It  was  in  this  light 
(Mr.  Moore  said)  he  considered  the  ac- 
quisition of  the  Catholic  sobjecU  as  an  ac- 
uuisition  of  national  strenffth,  in  calling 
four  millions  of  them  to  the  support  of 
the  empire,  and  the  maintenance  of  the 
constitution,  in  the  security  of  which  they 
had  as  great  an  interest,  and  took  as  much 
pride  as  any  class  of  his  majesty's  subjects 
whatever,    la   proof  |hereof«   the  Jion. 


member  proceeded  to  adduce  what  be 
sideted  as  the  greatest  pomible  tiit  wiuch 
human   nature  could    exhibit,  of    their 
loyalty  and  attachment  ta  the  censtittitiofls^ 
to  the  throne,  and  to  aH  thejnstitoti<Nis  of 
the  empire,  which  the  Catholic  subjects 
had'  most  singularly  and   conspicuotisly 
mauifinied  by  their  late  conduct  in  die 
Union  of  Ireland  with  England  to  one 
legislature,  in  these  concise  bntmoaa  im- 
pressive terms : — that  whereas  the  political 
mterests  of  the   Protestants  of  Trelnixf, 
as  proved  by  the  records  on  the  table  oT 
this  House,  had  been  stipulated  for  and 
procured  by  large  compensations  in  nofoey, 
and  thus,  as  he  felt,  most  corruptly  paid 
for,  in  order,   and,  indeed,  as  the  only 
means  of  obtaining  their  assent  to  the 
Union,  while  the  Catholics,  without  wbese 
assent,  it  is  avowedly  and  unanimooaly  ac- 
knowledged, the  measure  of  Union  conld 
not  have  been  carried,  superior  to  all  soch 
undue  influence,  bad  spontaneously  ac- 
ceded to  the  wishes  of  the  throne  and  the 
government  of  England,  in  the  humble 
expectation  only,  confessedly  held  out  by 
its  ministers  for  the  general  welfare  of  the 
state,  that  they  should  thenceforward  be 
exonerated  from  all  penal  statutes  inflicting 
disabilities,  the  repeal  of  which  would 
admit  them  to  that  honourable  parttcipa- 
tion  of  the  constitution,  of  which  thejr 
had  so  long  been'  unwisely  as  well  as  un- 
justly deprived,  and  to  which  et ery  tub* 
ject  of  the  empire,  takit^  the  oath  m  alle-" 
giance,  submittihg  to  the  laws  of  the  state 
and  contributing  to  itssnpport,  is,  in  the  hon. 
member's  opinion,  entitled  as  a  right  Mr. 
Moor  submitted,  that  if  after  this  almoit 
unexampled  instance  of  self-denial  and  sa- 
crifice on  the  part  of  the  Catholic  body, 
so  peculiarly  characteristic  of  their  prm- 
ciples  and  integrity,  ^hich  had  not  been 
attempted  to  be  controverted,  the  Pro- 
testant part  of  the  nation  could  continue 
to  entertain  a  doubt  of  their  loyalty^  in- 
tegrity, and  disinterestedness,  and  of  the 
great  value  of  their  strength  being  added 
to  the  empire,  he  should  beinclined  to  lup- 
pect  that  thev  were  prepared  to  scorn  all 
principle,  and  to  trample  inscrupulously 
on  all  virtue.    This,  Mr.  Moore  said,  was 
the  first  point  on  which  he  was  desirous  of 
ofiering  his  sentiments  to  the  House.    He 
should  now  shortly  advert  to  what  a  noble 
viscount  opposite  had  offered  early  in  the 
debate,  which  he  thojDght  of  too  mat  con- 
seqjience  not  to  be  removed  ;  and  the  more 
so,  as  it  seemed  to  have  been  so  accepted 
imd  cheered  by  the  miniiterial  side  or  the 
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lIcHM.     The  uoUe  TiMSOoiK  kid  been 
|4eMd  to  gire  Kei  hii  opiDioo,  dial  die 
influence  of  die  Cediolic  hierarchf  over 
the  minds  of  the  people  was  aocoannonly 
great  and  of  vast  extent^  and  therefore,  to 
be  apprehended  as  fbrmidable  to  the  state ; 
and  the  more  so,  as  we  were  so  wholly  ig- 
norant of  the  system  of  management  of 
the  Catholic  hierarchy,  as  to  be  left  in  a 
condition  of  dlfficalty,  which  precluded 
all  middle  way,  or  to  that  effect,  (lord  Cas- 
tlereagh  bowed  assent  to  the  general  sob- 
atance  of  this  position.)— Now,  said  Mn 
Moore,  I  do  on  the  contrary  most  unre- 
aerredly  contend  that  a  foil,  extensire, 
and  powerfol  influence  of  alt  classes  of  the 
clergy  orer  their  flocks,  is  and  ever  has 
been,  the  great  fendamental  principle,  oIk 
ject,  and  end  of  every  ecclesiastical  msti- 
tution,  and  the  first  object  and  duty  of  the 
clergy  in  all  states  throughout  the  ctviliaed 
world ;  and  if  the  impatience  and  unsettled 
atate  of  the  House  wouM  allow  himi  he 
was-ready  to  support  his  allegations  by  the 
anthorities  of  the  most  ancient,  of  the  best 
and  most  approved  writers  on  religious 
subjecU  ;  and  especially,  on  the  Tery  en- 
lightened and  more  applicable  subject  of 
alliance  between  church  and  state  which 
is  formed  on  general  compact, "  that  the 
state  shall  sive  the  church  ito  follesi  pro- 
lection,  and  the  church,  in  return,  shall 
give  the  state  its  ntmost  influence  :"  and 
tnat  if  the  cleroy  of  the  church  with  whom 
this  compact  is  made,  which,  except  Jn 
Ireland,  n  with  the  strongest,  as  having 
the  greatest  number  to  influence  in  ok>e^ 
dience  and  submission  to  the  civil  state, 
should  lose  their  influence,  the  alliance, 
thso  fiieio,  is  dissolved,  inasmuch  as  "  re- 
ngton  is  established,  not  to  provide  for  the 
troe  fhtth,  but  for  civil  utility/'— And, 
said  Mr.  Moore,  with  regard  to  the  diffi- 
culty in  which  the  House  and  the  country 
were  left  as  to  a  middle  way  of  decision, 
as  it  has  t>cen  termed,  if  there  was  a  diffi- 
culty, it  was  entirely  owing  to  the  neglect 
of  ministers  exercising  the  executive  trust 
in  both  countries,  whose  special  duty  com- 
manded that  they  should  at  all  times  con- 
sult, promote,'  and  protect  the  peace  of  the 
church,  in  all  its  establishments,  for  the 
adtantage  and  utility  of  the  civil  state.— 
Following  up  this  opinion,  the  hon.  mem- 
ber adverted  to  the  unhappy,  decrepid, 
and  almost  nqgatory  condition  of  the  es- 
tablishments of  the  Protestant  church  in 
Ireland,  as  exhibited  to  the  House  in  a 
folio  Tolnme  in  1807  :    an  establishment 
which,  though  little  more  dian  nominal. 


the  great  body  of  the  people  of  Ireland 
oottid  ttot^  religioutly  and  conscientiously, 
help  receiving  and  viewing  aa  an  heteticKl 
impositioB  on  their  faith  ;    and  the  hon. 
member  repeated,  that  he  could  not  help 
declaring  as  he  felt,  from  an  attentive  con- 
sideration of  this  report  of  1807,  that  the 
ffovemments  of  both  countries' had  for  so 
u>ng  a  series  of  time,  shamefully  abandon- 
ed this  most  sacred  duty*,  and  one  of  the 
first  objects  of  the  general  trust  of  the 
powers  and' authorities  of  the  state.  —1Mb'. 
Moore  lamented  exceedingfty  the  impa- 
tience of  the  House*  for  wbich  he  could 
naturally  account  by  his  own  fotigoe  of 
long  attendance  :    that  he  could  not  en« 
large  on  a  subject  of  so  much  real  import- 
ance to  the  stren^h,  security,  and  pros- 
perity of  the  empire  ;  a  subject  whicn  he 
contended,  and  nad  to  evince,  had  never 
yetlietfi  argued  on  the  true  grounds  and 
principles  uniich  peculiarly  belonged  to  it, 
and  were  exclusively  its  own  ;   but,  as  he 
had  said  he  would  be  as  concise  as  possible, 
he  should  perhaps  take  some  other  oppor- 
tunity  of  promulgating    his   sentiments 
mors  at  large ;  now  unequivocally  declar- 
ingi  that  he  thought  the  applications  made 
by  our  Catholic  brethren  ot  the  empire,  to 
partake  of  and  to  support  our  constitution, 
as  he  contended  was  their  undoubted  rights 
the  greatest  honour  and  compliment  they 
could  ofier  to  the  House,  to  the  nation,  and 
to  the  world  ;    and  he  l^ped  they  would 
nnremittinffly  persevere  until  they  suc- 
ceeded.—He  should  most  cheerfully  sop* 
port  the  motion  of  his  right  hon*  firiend 
for  ffoing  into  a  committee. 

Mr.  Groitan  observed,  in  reply,  that  the 
hon.  member  (the  Solicitor  General),  had 
fomished  in  favour  of  appointing  a  com* 
mittee,  an  argument  the  most  decisive. 
He  had  totally  and  entirely  misappre- 
hended the  resolutions  of  the  Catholics, 
uid  in  consequence  of  that  mlsapprehen* 
sion,  had  declared  that  no  arrangement 
could  take  place — so  that  the  two  parties, 
the  Protestants  and  Catholics,  were  to  re* 
main  in  a  state  of  eternal  separation.  The 
mischief  of  such  a  supposition  is  too 
evident  to  require  explanation,  and  the 
ffirounds  for  it  too  fotile  to  require  long 
discussion,  but  are  a  very  strong  and  very 
powerfol  argument  for  a  Committee  to 
consider  these  documents,  on  which  a 
mistake  so  pernicious  has  be^n  founded. ' 

I  hare  in  my  hand  tibe  resolution  of  the 
Catholic  bishops,  in  which  they  declare 
they  are  ready  to  jriald,  for  the  security  of 
the  state,  every  thing  which  does  not  af« 
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feet  the  rights  or  integrity  of  their  chhreb. 
Here  is  a  ground  for  arrangement,  and  an 
argament  for  a  Committee ;  bat  one  of 
the  bon.  member's  ideas«  if  generally 
adopted,  would  indeed  render  it  vain  and 
useless  to  proceed  to  a  Committee,  be« 
cause  be  says  that  there  cannot  be,  and 
that  there  is  not  an  instance  of  a  full  com- 
munication of  privilege,  where  there  is 
not  in  the  body  so  possessed,  an  acknow- 
ledgment of  the  plenum  dominum  of  the 
crown.  No  Catholic  country  does  .make 
such  acknowledgments.  Your .  Catholic 
ancestors,  who  obtained  the  Great  Charter 
«— they  who  so  many  times  confirmed  that 
charter^— made  no  such  acknowledgment. 
They  all  acknowledged  the  spiritual  power 
\}f  the  pope. 

The  hoi),  member  who  preceded  him, 
denies  that  the  frequent  disturbances  that 
have  taken  place  in  Ireland,  have  arisen 
from  the  penal  laws.  Certainly  tithe,  as 
he  himself  acknowledges,  has  been  a  more 
operative  cause.  But  I  beg  to  observe, 
that  whatever  outrages  the  Irish  have  com* 
mittedj^  ure  greatly  exaggerated,  and  that 
one  reason  why  some  of  the  Irish  have 
Dot  always  been  so  attached  to  the  law  is, 
that  the  law  has  not  been  attached  to  the 
Irish.  The  laws  have  been  enemies  to 
their  religion  and  their  rights,  and  there- 
fore  they  have  not  been  friends  to  the  laws. 

The  hon.  gent,  thinks,  that  the  rights  in 
Question  are  no  great  object  to  the  Catho: 
lie  body :  I  difier  from  him.  The  with- 
holding those  rights  degrades  the  whole 
Catholic  community,  and  subiects  the 
peasantry  to  insult  and  oppression. — The 
right  hoB.  gent,  ask  me  whether  I  agree, 
on  this  subject,  with  lofd  Grenville  and 
'lord  Lansdowne? — In  return  I  ask  him, 
whether  he  agrees  with  them,  or  whether 
he  agrees  with  his  friend  on  his  right  side, 
and  his  friend  on  his  left?  and  whether, 
agreeing  with  lord  Grenville,  he  means  to 
vote  against  him;  and  dissenting  from  his 
friends,  he  means  to  vote  with  t£[em  ? 

.  With  regard  to  a  former  administration 
to  which  he  has  alluded,  I  can  only  say, 
that  I  do  not  subscribe  to  his  charge. 
That  administration  gave  up  the  military 
Catholic  bill,  because  they  could  not  carry 
it ;  and  they  resigned  their  offices,  be- 
cause they  would  not  resign  their  princi- 
ples—a crime  in  which  they  will  not  have 
many  imitators.  The  Viceroy  of  Ireland 
at  that  time  seemed  to  me  to  have  acted 
an  honourable  and  an  honest  part ;  I  am 
fflad  his  qualities  are  not  to  die  with  him, 
but  promise  to  survive  ifk  the  instance  we 
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have  just  heard  of  the  noble  marquis,  who, 
good  by  inheritance,  asserts  the  noble 
nature  of  his  race,  and  promises  to  hta 
country  a  succession  of  virtue. 

I  shall  divide  the  opponents  to  tho  mo- 
tion into  two  classes,  those  against  the 
time,  and  those  against  the  principle  ;  but 
of  the  latter  class  there  are  scarcely  any 
:— so  that  the  principle  is  generally  ac- 
ceded to.  The  Roman  Catholic  religion  is 
then  acquitted  )  it  is  then  allowed  there 
is  nothing  either  in  the  composition  of  the 
Irish  or  of  their  religion,  that  har  their 
capacitation — the  only  thing  desired  is«  se- 
curity against  dangerous  influence  in  tha 
nomination  of  their  clergy,  and  the  ae- 
curity  so  required,  gentlemen  have  de- 
clared should  not  go  to  an  influence  to  be 
possessed  by  our  government  in  that  nomi- 
nation, but  to  a  precaution  against  the 
nomination  by  a  foreign  power.  But  this 
precaution  the  resolution  of  the  Catholic 
bishops  bespeaks— they  declare  they  are 
ready  to  give  you  every  security  which  is 
consistent  with  the  integrity  of  their  church 
and  their  religion.  What  becomes  now 
of  ihe  argument  which  says,  the  parties 
cannot  affree— or  the  abuse  heaped  on  the 
Catholic  body,  more  especially  on  the  Ca- 
tholics of  Ireland  ? 

An  hon.  gent,  has  asked,  whether  in 
the  committee  I  meant  to  propose  the 
veto  f — I  would,  in  the  committee,  make 
our  propositions  to  the  Catholics,  and  im* 
pose  nothing  on  them  that  was  not  per- 
fectly agreeable  to  tbeAi.  I  ha  veno  doubt 
of  their  spirit  of  accommodation  to  every 
thing  which  is  necessary  for  our  security  ; 
but  if  we  do  not  go  into  a  committee,  nei- 
ther parties  can  make  any  proposition, 
and  therefore  I  should  suggest  to  the 
member,  who  put  a  question  to  me  that  his 
instructions  are  for  a  committee ;  for  with- 
out a  committee  no  part  of  them  whatever 
can  be  fulfilled. 

Mr.  Grattan  took  notice  here  of  the  in- 
justice committed  by  those  who  charged 
the  friends  of  Catholic  emancipation  with 
a  design  to  subvert  the  Catholic  clergy. 
What  view  could  they  have  in  taking  such 
a  part  > — What !  to  conspire  against  their 
widowed  and  unendowed  coMition,  in 
order  to  rob  them  of  their  no  power^and 
their  no  magnificence.  He  theQ  adverted 
to  the  argument  which  objected  to  the 
time,  and  said,  he  apprehended  that  the 
consent  of  the  Pope  would  be  necessary  to 
any  arrangement^-that  the  Pope  was  now 
our  friend,  but  if  we  delayed  until  there 
should  be  a  French  pope,  we  should  find 
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a  new  embarraifnient.  Had  the  Catholic 
^oesUon  been  carried 'in  1801,  or  in  \ti05, 
or  in  1808,  there  would  have  been  no 
embarrassinent  on  that  head.  The  gen- 
tlemen who  say,  that  had  you  gone  into 
•a  committee  in  1808,  yoo  could  not  have 
obtained  the  veto  at  that  time,  speak  with- 
out authority,  and  without  information. 
The  difficulty  arises  from '  the  delay ;  and 
from  a  continuation  of  delay,  a  further 
difficulty,  a  difficulty  for  instance  with 
regard  to  the  nomination,  may  arise  :  so 
that  a  greater  embarrassment  would  be 
found  to  justify  the  postponement  of  the 
question,  than  to  support  the  presdnt  mo- 
tion. 

In  adverting  to  that  class  who  opposed 
the  motion  on  the  principle,  he  observed 
that  a  right  hon.  gent,  had  said,  he  did 
not  think  ihe  Catholics  would,  in  con 
sequence  of  civil  franchises,  be  satisfied, 
but  that  they  would  ambition  the  estab- 
lishment of  their  own  church,  and  thr 
overthrow  of  ours.  He  founds  this  ob* 
jection  on  imputed  character.  What 
evidence  of  this  character }  Bishops-* 
Protesunt  bishops,  are  held  to  be  tena- 
cious of  power,  shall  we  disqualify  the 
Protestant  bishops  therefore  ?  Presby- 
terians are  held  to  entertain  republiean 
tendencies—- iltijost,  I  think,  the  surmise — 
but  shall  we  disqualify  the  presbyterians  ? 
Will  you  receive  such  evidence  to  dis- 
qualify a  great  proportion  of  your  people, 
and,  when  the  right  hon.  gent  who 
comes  forth  on  this  subject,  is  evidence, 
against  a  people  with  whom  he  is  not  ac- 
quainted. Had  be  been  in  Ireland,  and 
witnessed  the  spare  habits  of  the  Catholic 
clergy  and  their  exemplary  frugality, 
or  had  he  recollected  that  this  very 
clergy,  whose  love  of  magnificence  alarms 
us,  nave  receded  from  the  suggestions  of 
salary,  he  would  not  have  trembled  at 
their  passion  for  magnificence.  But  they 
will  iearn  the  lesson,  we  are  told,  from 
the  growth  of  power ;  and  this  prophecy 
is  to  be  received  as  evidence  against  the 
civil  rights,  of  a  sreat  community— -a  pro- 
phecy tendered  by  a  person  to  whom  that 
community  is  unknown.  He  asked  whe- 
ther any  community  would  be  satisfied 
with  half  privileges  ?  the  Catholics,  in 
1793,  were  dissatisfied  with  bad  govern- 
ment and  half  privileges.  He  observed, 
that  though  the  right  hon.  gent,  would 
not  agree  to  give  more  to  the  Catholics, 
yet  he  hoped  he  would  agree  that  they 
should  enjoy  what  they  had,  'fully  and 
freely,  and  therefore  should,  in  the  naval 


and  military  service;  have  the  free  ex- 
ercise-of  their  religion  ;  he  would  there* 
fore  hope,  th.it  no  officer  should  obstruct 
them.  How  monstrous  and  prophane 
would  it  be  in  any  officer  to  do  so  ;  as  if 
religion  was  like  the  manual,  or  the  Pros* 
sian  exercise — a  military  manosuvre,  to 
be -done  on  the  principle  of  uniformity, 
in  which  the  soldier's  God  and  conscience 
were  perfectly  unconnected.  If  such  eb* 
struction  should  take  place,  I  make  no 
idoubt  that  ministers  will  interfere  ;  and  if 
they  should  not,  that  parliament  will.  This 
appears  a  subject  the  more  importaint» 
if  we  consider  the  numbers  of  Catholic 
seamen  and  soldiers.  The  Irish  militia, 
some  regiments  of  the  line,  the  Irish  yeo* 
manry,  and  the  sailors  of  some  ships  of  the 
line,  are  whully  or  in  a  great  proportion 
Catholics.  This  the  recruitmg  serjeani 
procures  for  you,  without  knowledge 
either  of  divinity  or  politics  :  that  great 
practical  statesman,  and  that  profound 
practical  divine,  proceeds  without  book^ 
and  with  his  fife  and  drum' fills  your  ranl(p 
and  your  ships  with  Catholics;  he  goes 
on  the  principle  that  tapkntia  prima  sitd* 
tiiia  caruissc.  By  siultiiia  I  do  not  mean 
folly  ;  1  mean  .the  wisdom  of  this  right 
hon.  gent.,  the  divinity  of  that  risht  hon. 
gent.,  and  their  great  controversial  abi* 
lities. 

In  adverting  to  the  argument  of  the 
able  civilian  who  opposed  the  motion, 
he  observed,  that  the  right  honourable 
member  had  remarked  that  religion  must 
be  controlled  by  law.  In  answer  to 
which  he  begged  to  say,  that  the.  religious 
sentiment  was  not  a  subject  ft>r  legal 
control,  and  the  reason  was  because  we 
could  not;  human  legislatures  couki  not 
make  laws  for  heaven— no  more  for  the 
truths  of  religion  than  for  principles  of 
motion.  An  act  of  parliament  with  re- 
gard lo  the  square  of  the  hypotbenuse, 
or  with  regard  to  the  eucharist,  would  be 
equally  out  of  the  region  of  the  legislature, 
but  if  to  preserve  religions  opinions  an 
establishment  should  be  made,  and  that 
establishment  connected  with  a  foreign 
power,  such  communication  would  be  a 
proper  subject  for  the  state ;  but  even 
then  the  consideration  should  be,  whether 
that  communication  was  political,  and  if 
the  communication  was  with  the  natural 
enemy  of  the  country,  as  in  the  case  of 
the  French  emperor  ;  should  that  happen, 
then  the  state  would  naturally  consider 
such  communication,  though  professedlir 
spiritual,  in  fact,  and  in  effect,  political. 


SOS] 


PARL.  DEBATBK  Jum  l. 


and  woulil  natorally  wish  to  iDftke  ao 
mrraogement  which  thoold  gatrd^  ihe 
kiogaoin  from  luch  an  ioflaence*  The 
right  hon.  gf  nt.  laysi  it  is  impoflaibfe  lo 
da  80— nlomestio  nomination/  he  speci-* 
fically  layt,  is  impoftible.  How  we  do 
try  Catholic  allegiance  I  sometimca  we 
jwy  no  Catholic*  no  true  Catholic,  can 
bear  true  allegiance  to  a  Protestant  king; 
then  we  say^  no  true  Catholic  can  submit 
to  domestic  nomination,  but  rather  most 
suffer  nomination  of  their  bishops  to  be 
made  by  France.  Thus  we  give  Protes- 
tant authority  for  Catholic  rebellion;  but 
I  must  observe,  that  such  cannot  be  the 
principles  of  any  divine  religion  :  there 
cannot  be  any  divine  religion  that  com- 
^Is  the  subject  \o  submit  to  the  enemy 
of  his  country  :  and  if  any  professor  shall 
say  ao,  I  uk  that  professor,  has  there 
been  a  revolution  in  heaven,  that  he  shall 
come  to  preach  diabolical  doctrines,  as 
if  God  Almighty  bad  abdicated,  and  l/x^ 
.cifer  was  on  his  throne.  We  know  the 
world  to  be  his  work,  and  if  any  man 
contradicts  his  dispensations  here,  either 
by  misrepresenting  the  laws  of  motion  or 
of  morals,  we  know  such  a  preacher  belies 
the  Almighty  to  damn  his  fellow  creatures. 
Bui  the  present  question,  is  not  left  to 
surmise :  the  fact  is,  that  the  nomination 
of  Catholic  is,  almost  universally,  in  con* 
aiderable  countries,  domestic«*4he  insti- 
totion  and  the  investiture  must  be  in  the 
Pope,  but  the  nomination,  with  hb  con- 
sent, may  be,  and  generally  is  dcmiestic. 
In  old  France  it  was  domestic — in  Austria 
mmitk  Rosfia^n  Prussia-*in  England,  with 
re^^avd  to  Canada,  domestic— nay,  more, 
it  IS  now  practically  domestic  in  Ireland, 
the  Catholic  bbhops  now  in  Ireland, 
nominate.  The  learned  member  quotes 
Doctor  Miiner  as  authority  against  a  veto, 
and  against  domestic  nomination*  Dr. 
Miiner  proposed  botb-Mhis  propositions, 
read  by  my  right  hon.  friend,  made  the 
pomiaatioQ  domestic^  and  he  proposed, 
expressly,  a  domestic  nomination  m  the 
Irish  Cotholic  bishops,  and  he  calls  them 
nominators.  Speaking  of  Dr.  Miiner,  I 
beg  to  aay,  that  1  hope  the  aeotimeots 
wmch  I  have  delivered  ma^  not  be  taken 
from  Dr.  Milner's  pobliouion.  In  one  of 
llis  letters  he  supposes  •  me  to  have  said 
that  canonical  institution  was  the  investi- 
ture of  a  fiireign  power,  with  the  unqov 
lified  and  aroitrary  right  of  rcnomination 
to  a  portion  of  oar  magistrates  ;  a  repre- 
eenution  tiio  extravagant  to  drserve  ob^ 
servatioo.    Tho  right  boo.  gent  having 

1 


18ta*--ehccir  to  iMtoaZl.  (S04 

thus  soppasad  domestic  nominalioai 
possible,  and  having  considered  a&o 
impossible  also*— corrects  "  the  dan^r— 
How  ?— by  disqualifying  tho  Imty-— bwt 
as  long  as- yon  disqualify  the  laity »  yo« 
separate  them  from  England.    Wlisa  taea 
is  to  be  our  situation,  according  to   the 
doctrine  of  the  right  hon.  gent.  ?  A  cler^ 
connected  with  France,  and  a  laity  aepa- 
rated  from  England — Yon  think  it  l>etier 
to  have  Frendi  bishops  in  Ireland,  than 
Irish  Catholics  in  parliament-^this  i»  a  ai- 
tuation  defended  on  account  of  its  aolety  ; 
a  situation,  in  fact,  of  the  greatest  peril — 
where  the  cure  aggravates  the  disorder^— 
where  you  correct  an  eventual  comnaoni* 
cation  with  France,  by  a  separation  from 
England.— To  shew  the  better  the  nature 
of  such  a  situation,  I  shall  propose  to  the 
gentlemeti  opposing  the  motion*  lo  lay 
before  them  the  map  of  Europe*  and  let 
them  be  the  arbiters  of  their  own  argvmeoL 
There  is  Ireland,  here  England,  and  there 
Franco-fc-«the  object  must  be  to  connect  the 
Catholics  of  Ireland  with  Enghund*  and 
keep  them    separate  from  France.     To 
accomplish  this,  I  shall  present  to  those 
gentlemen  two  lines,  one  of  comnranici^ 
tioo,  and  the  other  of  separation.     How 
will  they  apply  themr  will  they  draw 
the  line  ofcommunication  between  Franco 
and  Ireland,   and   of  separation  between 
Ireland  and  Great  Britain— ecclesiastical 
communication  between  the  Irish  Catho> 
lies  and  France,  and   political  separaiioii 
between   the  Irish  Catholics  and  Great 
Briuin.    If  they  draw  the  lines  in  that 
manner,  they  give  up  the  empire ;  and 
if  they  do  not,  they  renoonce  their  ar^ 
gument. 

Mr.  Secretary  Ifyder  explained.  He 
never  said  he  entirely  coincided  with  lord 
Grenville ;  but  that  he  agreed  with  him 
that  the  veto  alone  vras  sufficient  to  destroy 
tho  present  claim,  without  entering  upon 
any  other  ground. 

The  gallery  then  cleared,  and  a  division 
took  place:  For  Mr.  Grattan's  motion 
40g;  Against  it  813;  Minority  against 
the  motion  104. 


Hotjst  Of  Loans. 
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[CauBLTT  TO  AniVAts.]  Lord  Brtkm 
stated  that  it  w;is  his  intention  to  intro- 
duce a  bill  to  their  lordships,  in  which  he 
hoped  to  avoid  what  was  considered  by 
aome  objectionable  in  his  former  bill  on 
this  subject.    In  this  bill  it  waa  his  object 
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to  render  tbofe  oflbncet  piinithable,  which 
^were  not  no  at  present  under  the  bUck 
actt  which  had  reference  only  to  the  ani- 
mal as  the  property  of  its  owner :  but  at 
the  same  time  to  provide  thatsuch  cruelty 
must  be  malicious.  The  presient  leiston 
being  so  adfanced^  he  should  take  an 
early  opportunity,  in  the  ensuing  session 
to  bring  itbefbre  their  lordships. 

[Safbtt  OP  TBI  Natt.]  Earl  Simihope 
rose  to  submit  a  motion  to  their<lordships, 
which  he  thought  related  to  a  subject  of 
more  importance  than- any  set  of  motions 
that  had  been  before  them  for  aconsider- 
able  time  past,  as  it  related  to  that  on 
which  the  very  exiitence  of  the  nation 
depended,  Ihe  British  navy.  He  had 
some  years  ago  called  their  attention  to 
this  subject,  en  which  he  should  now  speak 
plainly,  as  a  man  of  science  would  speak 
and  not  like  those  who  bamboozled  people 
with  mysteries,  and  involred  every  thing 
in  hard  words  and  terms  from  the  schools. 
He  would  make  eyery  noble  peer  under* 
stand  him*  His  lordship  then  adverted  to 
the  experiments  tried  some  years  back  off 
the  French  coast,  and  since  then  in  America 
by  a  Mr.  Fulton,,  for  the  ascertaining  of  a 
miichievous  and  horrid  mode  of  destroy- 
ing vesiels  of  any  size  while  floating  m 
the  water.  He  went  through  the  history 
of  theseterrible  inventions,  which  operated 
either  by  a  line  thrown  into  the  water, 
which,  meeting  the  ship,  gave  the  oppor* 
tonity  to  the  machine  to  cling  to  the  ves> 
sel,  upon  which  the  destructive  explosion 
of  gunpowder  took  place,  which  absolutely 
would  cut  any  vessel  in  two  (the  prodf  of 
which;  had  been  made  some  years  back 
in  Wolmer  roads) ;  Or  by  the  immersion 
of  a  machine  with  a  trigger,  which,  when 
pulled,  answered  the  same  purpose ;  or 
by  throwing  an  engine  for  the  lame  pur- 
pose on  a  vessel.  This  penon  was  'in- 
Tited  over  here,  and  his  lordship  had  seen 
an  engagement  between  him  and  Mr.  Pitt 
and  lord  Melville,  signed  by  them,  agree- 
ing in  certain  events  to  give  him  iOjOOOl, 
and  so  on,  te  an  immense  amount.  After 
the  failure  of  a  trial  at  Boologne,4iis  claim 
was  referred  to  certain  scientific  umpires 
who  awarded  him  15,0001  since  that,  he 
had  made  his  experiments  in  America, 
where  both  Jefferson  and  Madison  were 
present,  and  had  been  voted  5>000  dollars, 
rlis  lordship  was  led  at  the  present  mo» 
ment  particularly  to  this  motion,bjr  ipem» 
pblet  he  had  received  from  Amenea  oon- 
uining  particulari  with  plates,  iiloatrattve 
of  the  nature  and  effiscts  of  the  iavention. 
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He  then  entered  into  a  very  scientific  di»* 
cossionand  exposition  of  the  theory  of  fluids, 
and  the  principles  on  which  the  machine 
acted,  and  stated  that  there  were  means 
in  our  power  to  counteract  its  dreadful  ef- 
fects, some  of  which  he  pointed  out.  There- 
was  also  another  and  more  ingenious  inveh- 
tion  foramoredifiicult  object,  namely,  the 
cuttineoff  the  cables  of  blockading  vessels^- 
whenfying'offa  lee-shore ;  what  he  wanted' 
to  know,  was  this :  as  the  subject  had  been: 
looked  on  already  as  so  important  by  great 
men,  and  by  men  of  science,  what  had 
been  done  by  government  in  the  way  of 
proYiding  a  remedy,  and  to  what  extent  f 
For  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  this  he 
had  framed  a  motion  which  he  read  ;  de- 
siring an  account  of  the  measures  taken  to 
counteract  the  effect  of  these  submarine 
carcases  and  explosions,  and  of  the  tor« 
pedo  triggers,  &c. — ^The  question  was  put, 
when  his  lordship  demanded  a  division,  oa 
which  the  numbers  were :  Non-contenta 
2ff;  Contents  tt;  Majority  against  the 
motion  17. 

[Stamv  Dutixs  Bill.1  The  Earl  of 
Liverpool  having  moved  for  the  House  to 
go  into  a  Committee  on  the  Stamp  Duties 
bill, 

Ijord  Viscount  Sidmouih  rose  to  submit  to- 
their  lordships  some  observations  on  the 
measure  then  under  their  comjderation.— • 
It  would  not,  he  said,  be  denied.  That  the 
amount  of  our  expenditure,  and  the  mode 
of  providing  for  it  ought  to  be  regulated 
by  the  peculiar  nature  of  the  contest,  io 
which  we  were  engaged,  which  vras  evi- 
dently one  bf  indefinite  duration  :  2dly, 
That  it  was  highly  desirable  to  confine  the 
annual  loanvnthin  such  limits,  as- that  it 
should  not  exceed  the  amount  of  the  sum 
purchased  within  the  year,  by  the  com- 
missioners for  the  reduction  orthe  pnblie 
debt ;  and  Sdly,  That  the  instruments  of 
accomplishing  that  important  object  were 
war  taxes,  and  the  surplus  of  the  consoli* 
dated  fund. 

The  purpose  of  this  bill  was  to  provide 
the  charge  for  ifi,OOOiOOO/.  of  which 
8,000,000/.  was  the  amount  of  Exchequer 
hills  recently  funded,  and  the  remainder, 
tfaatof  the  loan  for  the  service  of  the  year* 
This  charge  it  was  proposed  to  defray  out 
of  existing  Stamp  CNities,  of  which  apar^' 
(nearly  half  as  he  understood)  was  im* 
posed  in  IHOS,  and  the  remainder  at  fonaer 
periods,  and  the  whole  of  which  were 
consolidated  by  an^  net  of  the  year  180&: 

To  one  part  of  this  propoaitioo,  though 
open  to   many  obiervatioiiS|  be  did  not 


SOT) 


Fititli.  XNEBATBSf,  Jviit  5«  t§l«.— flMiy  JMbi  Ht 


■lean  16  •bjoetk  il  appeared  thai  the  esli* 
mate  of  Ihe^probable  amoantajftlie  Siamp 
Duties  imposed  in  1808  had  been  erroneous, 
and  that  no  more  was  borrowed  oa  their 
credit  in  the  present  year,  than  might 
have  been  added^  upon  a  correct  calcula- 
tion of  their  produce,  to  the  loaaof  1808. 
it  might  therefore  be  not  unfairly  nor  uq- 
r^sonably  argued,  that  it  was  justifiable 
aO'to  applv  a  surplus  of  such  a  desoriptioa ; 
and  that  tne  country  ouffht  not  to  be  sub* 
jected  40  additional  burthens,  particularly 
onddr  present  circumstances,  on  account 
of  a  miscalculation  of  the  Chancellor  of 
the  £xche<)ner* 

But  to  that  part  of  the  plan,  the  intent 
of  which  was  to  derive  a  large  proportion 
of  the  means  of  defraying  the  interest 
from  duties  imposed  at  former  periods,  or 
In  other  words,  from  the  growing  produce 
of  the  consolidated  fund,  he  felt  the 
itrongest  obiections,  fotended  upon  prin- 
oiples  which  had  nerer  >been  disputed, 
and  which  hitherto  had  been  strictly  ob- 
served; end  upon  considerations  pecu- 
ttarty  applicable  i/b  the  {iresent  tair 
jjunctore. 

;  ItwaaobTions  to  their  lordahipa  IhAt  a 
reTenue  so  complicated  as  that  of  this 
•oonlry, -could  not  b^t  be  liable  Co  con* 
aiderable  fluctuations/  both  by  diminu- 
tion, and  increase,  in  the  various  branches, 
and  ,subdivbions,of  ivhich  itifras  composed. 
The  embarrassments  to  the  public  ser- 
tice,  and  to  public  credit,  would  con- 
sequently be  frequent  and  alarming,  unless 
the  surplus  produce  of  some  duties  was 
allowed  to  make  good  the  deficiencies  qf 
•tbers  :  It  should  also  be  recollected  tha^ 
k  was  only  from  the  unappropriated  part 
of  4he  revenue  that*  without  throwing 
addittottal  burthens  upon  the  people,  any 
eiCtraerdinarT  charges  could  be  provided 
for:  Nor  snould  it  be  forgotten,  even 
smdcp  present  crcvmstaoces,  that  it  was 
from  this  source  that  the  means  must  be 
sought,  of  defraying .  the  ezpence  of  a 
peace  establtstiment*  These  considet'a- 
tiens  were  by  no  means. unimportant ;  but 
the  objections  wfatoh  he  felt  most  forcibly, 
and  to  which  he  was  particularly  desirous 
of  calling  the  serious  attention  of  their 
lovdships,  wefe  these  which  grew  out  of 
.the  nature  of  the  present  contest,  and  the 
-policy  which  it  evidently  demanded,  a 
-policy  which  bad  been  solemnly  reoog- 
iiigeed,  and  till  the  preceding  session  inva- 
f  iably  acted  tipos»  by  fmrliameat. 

The  advantages  arising  from  it  having 
been  experieoeedr  tcfirtfida  the  close  of  the 


fenner  war,  it  traa  detemiiied  in  laos  to 
recur  to  it  on  a  far  more  emtensive  acaJe. 
To   this  determination  govemmeoe    nmd 
parliament  were  impelled  not  merelv  by 
aa   anaiety  to  protect  from  forauoablie 
depreciation  the  property  of  the   poblic 
oreditor«  orto  ^ive  to  money  transactsona 
the  facilities  arising  from  a  high  state  of 
public  credit,  but  chieiy  by  thai  sense  of 
their  duty  as  guardian  of  the  hpnor  and 
interests    of   a  great  and  high  spirited 
people  which  convinced  them  of  tbe  ne- 
cessity of  proving  to  the  aggressor  and 
the  world,  thai  the  hope  of  exhaostia^  the 
resources  of  this  ^ountiy  was  vain^  end 
fruitless  ;  and  that  we  were  able  and  pre- 
pared to  maintain  the  contest,  as  long  as 
the  causes  «cisted.  by  which  it  had  been 
occasioned. 

The  system  resorted  to  for  this  purpose 
was  that  of  providing  for  the  aomaj  ex- 
penditure, wi^thout  any  conuderable  a«g« 
mentation  in  the  outset,  and  at  no  disiaat 
period^  without  any  augmentation  what- 
ever of  the  public  debt,  oc  of  the  lifiims 
nent  taxes,  and  the  means  for  carryiDg  il 
into  efl^ct  were  war  taxes  to  an   oaex* 
ampled  amount,  and  the  surplus  of  the 
consolidated  fund  ;  this  system  had  not 
been  departed  from  during  the  first  four 
years  of  the  present  war  ;  and  itcoeld  be 
shewn,  that  the  effect  of  it  since  the  year 
IttOS,  had  been  to  prevent  an  addition  of 
near  500,000,000/.  to  the  capiutl  of  the 
fhndcd  debt,  aod  of  near  i  12,000,OOOL  to 
the  permanent  taxes.     A  different  policy 
however  now  prevailed  :  in  the  preceding 
year,  a  Uree  proportion  of  the  war  taies 
bad  been  diverted   from  the  service  for 
which  they  were  intended,  and  applied  to 
the  discbarge  of  the  interest  of  the  loan; 
and  a  similar  misapplication  was  now  pro> 

1  posed,  of  a  part  of  the  surplus  of  the  coo- 
^  solidated  fund.  He  was  ready  to  admit 
that  of  the  two  measures,  that  of  the  pr^ 
sent  year  was  the  least  exceptionable  ;  as 
it  was  not  liable  to  the  objection  of  con- 
verting temporary  into  permanent  taxei, 
with  the  aggravation  too*^  that  the  tem- 
porary taxes>  were  of  a  description  which 
afforded  no  prospect  of  their  contanuiiyr 
to  be  equally  •  producdve  during  a  period 
of  peace.  Both  however  were  direct  in- 
fractions of  the  system  adopted  at  the  ie» 
jiewal  of  the  war  ;  both  diminished  the 
4noome  Intended  to  defray  the  expence  of 
it ;  aod  both  materially  retarded  the  ap- 
proach to  that  point  at  which  the  fuither 
accumulation  of  debt»  and  the  necessity  of 
ia^MsiBg  additioaal  taxes  would  osass ; 


«M] 


PASL.  JaSkTSB,  Jum  S,  leiO.*— «SMnp  Duikt  BOL 


[lie 


lor  hr  hadavarthonghty  sod  ihoalfieTtr 
bepvepttrad  to  cWend  tha^  in  jotlke^ 
WBO  policy^  tach  »  nacaistty  was  only 
coinciding  wii)i  the  aago^entation  of  ddbl ; 
upon  Ihe  cewtiion  of  whieh  the  interest  .of 
the  sam  annually  redaeaied  onght  .to  be 
sippHed  to  the  discharge  of  tbe  interest 
for  the  loan  of  each  year* 

The  financial  meaaures  of  the  year  1609 
had  been  referred  to  elsewhere;  bat 
^vhilst  he  acknowledged  the  liberality 
with  which  the  reference  had  been  made, 
he  wished  to  correct  a  mistake,  with  which 
he  understood  it  to  have  beeo  aceoanpa- 
It  bad  been  iouigineiiy  that  the 


produce  of  the  taxes  then  imaosedy  greatly 
exceeded   the  estinsate:    This  howevoc^ 
was  not  the  fact ;  it  had  indeed,  greatly 
exceeded  the  charge  ;  the  amount  of  the 
latter  having  been  3,S0O,0OO/.  and  of  the 
Ibmer  near  5»000i00a/. ;  but  there  had 
been  no  mtsoalcalation ;   on  the  contrary, 
he  had  himself,  at  the  time  of  proposing 
these  taxes,  s^ued  his  expectation  of  an 
exofss  of  1»500,000/.  his  object  being,  as 
he  then  said,  not  only  to  lopply   the  in- 
terest of  07,000.000/.  of  stock  created  at 
that  period,  but  to  provide  a  large  accea* 
aion  til  the  consolidated  fund,  towards  de- 
fraying the  expence  of  a  peace  establish^ 
meat.    The  application  of  it  to  this  pur- 
pose was  anfortunately  precluded  by  the 
early  renewal  of  hostilities,  but  upon  rea- 
soning   precisely   similar  to  that   opoo 
which  the  present  measure  was  deleoded 
he  might  on  ihe  credit  of  that  excess  (to 
which  near  400,000/.,  were  to  be  added  in 
coniequence  of  the  new  arrangement  and 
consolidation  of  the  e^ise  duties,)  "have 
contracted  in  the  yean.  laOSand  ia04(both 
years  of  war)  for  loans  to  a  largeamonnt 
without  the  imposition  of  any  additional 
taxes.    But  instead  of  such  a  proceeding, 
he  had  left  this  unappropriated  excey  to 
be  applied  to  its  proper  purpose ;  namely 
that  of  co-operaiing  with  the  war  taxes 
imposed  in  ia«iS  and  lg04  (the  annual  pro- 
duceofwiiich  had  exceeded  i21,000/lOe/.)in 
confining  the  loan  within  narrow  limits, 
and  thus  appi^xiraating  to  that  state  of 
credit  and  security,  when  the  expences  of 
the  year  might  be  defrayed   without  a 
futher  accumulation  of  debt.    The  obfect 
however,  had  been  un^tunately  thrown 
at  a  greater  distance,  by  tbe  enormous  in- 
crsase  of  our  expenditure,  and   by,  the 
weak  and  improvident  expedients,  as  he 
eensidered  them,  of  the  present,  and  the 
preceding  year. 
Haaheokt  tie  esktd  wbalber  be  weeid 


recaeimend  the  ^positida  ef  edddtlenal 
taxes ;  to  which  he  would  fearlessly  ren 
ply,  yes,  in  preleraoce  to  suoh  HMasorea 
as. those  to  which  bis  ohscrvmtiona  had 
been  applied.  Bot  he  was  not  satisfied^ 
that  auch  was  the  alteroative  i  and  that 
the  present  ineome  was  tnsufficiest  to  sa* 
ttsfy  all  the  necessary  demands  of  the  pub- 
lic service.  That  considerable  retrenob^ 
ments  might  be  made  without  any  actual 
diminution,  of  our  means  of  exertion  would 
not,  hjs  was  con? inced,  be  seriously  4e^ 
jued.  Lst  then  the  experiment  be  made; 
let  the  /'magnum  vectigal  pamimoniay 
be<  fairly  and  instantly  resorted  to ;  and 
the  result  woitld  be  to  prove  either  thet 
fiirther  bortbens  were  net  neeeisary«  or  if 
.proieed  to  be  necessary,  a  ^isppsiiion  would 
be  created  to  bear  them  without  ccimplainl* 
The  resources  of  this  country  were  sreat^ 
its  public  spirit  was  high,  and  would  be 
manifested  by  a  cheerful  accjuiescence  in 
fresh  contributions,  if  it  could  be  shewn 
that  they  were  called  fer  by  a  roal  eai^ 
genoy ;  and  of  a  confidence  were  exisited 
that  tbey  would  be  applied  with  wisdont 
and  economv,  which  however  would  not  be 
the  case,  unless'  they  tended  to  re-establish 
and  to  carry  into  eflect  the  system  which 
such  measures  as  that  under  oonsideratiQii 
urere  calculated  to  impair  and  subvert. 
Much  had  been  said  of  late  of  abuses  of  a 
flagrant  dewription.  He  lamented  the 
delusion  of  some  persons^-and  reprobated 
the  matiee  of  others,  which  led  them  to 
ascribe  the  preaiure  of  the  prceent  momeoCji 
chiefly  to  such  a  cause.  Wherever  ther 
were  proved  toexist,  theyshouidbe  exposed^ 
and  toe  authors  of  them  consigned  to  pu- 
nishment, and  disgrace.  But  the  dangeia 
againstvhich  it  was  also  peculiarly  import 
tant  to  guard,  were  profusion,  and  negli* 
gence,  occasioned  and  encouraged  in  a 
great  degree  by  the  fiicility  with  which 
the  resources  of  the  oeontry  had  beax 
called  forth.  It  was  therefore,  necesssry 
that  there  should  be  one  hand  only  in  the 
public  purse ;  if  there  were  many,  evesi 
though  ail  were  clean,  the  purse  weald 
soon  be  emptied.  Individuals*  it  was  well 
kiiown,  might  be  brought  to*  distress  by 
servanu  not  dishonest,  as  might  a  natioiif 
by  ministers  not  corrupt.  PerMns  in  the  va^ 
rious  departments  of  ffovernment  were  n^ 
turally  aiixioos  for  the  complete  execo* 
tion  of  the  service  committed  to  their 
charge,  and  the  cost  with  which  it  was 
attended  was- with  them  not  only  second* 
ary,  but  too  oAen  a  disregarded  object. 
This  led  to  coniei|eeBces  which  could 
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ooly  be  avettad  by  a  presidine  and- para- 
mount aathorily,  which  wonla  compart, 
con»biiie  and  controul,  according,  to  larger 
iriews  and  a  more  onerous  responsibility.—- 
It  was  also  necessary  to  adopt  .^vithoot  delay 
an  improved  system,  of  account;  the  issue 
<»f  public  money  not  only  required  addition* 
«1  checks,  bat  it  was  necessary  that  the  dis- 
bursement should  in 'every  instance,  be 
followed  as  cloaely  as. possible  by  the 
audit.  This  was^  essential  for  the  sake  of 
4he  public^  it  was  also  due  to  the  upright 
accountant,  who,  in  numerous'  instanees, 
bad  been  long  kept  iaa  state  of  torturing 
anxiety,  and  from  the  ]o8s  of  docoments, 
and  the  death  of  witnesses,  had  obtained 
at  last  an  ilmperfect*  and  nnsatisfiactory 
lacquittance ;  whilst  in  cases  of "profusion,- 
negligence  or  fraud,  .delay  was  equally  be- 
.neficial  to  the  delinquent,andinjuriouito  the 

Cblic.  .  By  such  means-confidence  would 
.restored  Of  whicbno  minister  was  de- 
serving, who  did.  not  make  the  correction 
qf  real  abuses,  and  a  determination  to  sa- 
•tify  the  necessary  demands  of  the  public 
aervice  at  the  least  possible  charge,  the 
t  primary  and   fundamental,  principles  of 
this  government    tLet  ail  well  grounded 
.causes  of  complaint,  from,  the  well  dis- 
f  posed  part  of  the  community  be  removed, 
.  and  in  •  a  country  such  •  as  this  there,  would 
'  be  nothing.to  fear.    But  if  the  scale  of  our 
espence  apd   the  mode  of  providing  for 
it  should  continue  to  be  inconsistent  with 
a  just  view  of  the  present  contest ;  if  we 
.persisted  in   adopting  weak  and  delu- 
sive expedients,,  instead  of  resorting  to 
.  timely  and  el&cient  retrenchment,  and  to 
.  a  wise  and  provident  system  of  financial 
.  policy,   the    irritation    of  the    country 
.  would  not  be.  appeased,  and  die  means  of 
.  upholding  its  honour,  and  of  maintaining 
;  and  extending  its  power,  would  infallibly 
ibe  wasted    and  destroyed.      He  trusted 
however,  that   a  different  course  would 
.henceforth  be  pursued, > that  the  urgent 
and  indispensable  duty  of  a  vigilant,  and 
.  scrupulous  economy  would  be  seriously 
felt,  and  strictly  exercised ;  and  that  the 
.  present  would  be  the  last  instance  of  devia- 
tion from  A  system,    the  benefical  effecU 
of  which  had  been  so  abundantly  experi-* 
enced,  and  which  ought  to  be  regarded 
.  as  the  chief  instrument   of  our  trium- 
phant deliverance  .from  the  difficulties, 
•  and  dangers   with  which  we  were  sur- 
.  rounded, 

The  Earl  of  Harrow^  entered  into  a  va« 
riety  \>f  arguments  to  shew  that  the  finan- 


safe,  and  rendered  necessary  by  ibe 
comstauces  of  the  itiroes,  which  proved  the 
growing  increase  of  our  trade  -  and  pro*- 
perity. 

The  Earl  of  JLotitferdals  contended,  that 
the  application  of  any<  part  of  the 
lidate^  fund,  surplus  to  other  pnrpoj 
was  contrary  to 'the  faith  pledged  to  the 
public  creditor.' 

The  Earl  of  Lmarpool  defended  the  finao- 
dal  system  of  ministerSfdispla^ed  in  strong 
colours  the  prosperous  state  of  the  countiy, 
admitted  the  necessity  of  every  practica- 
ble species  of  economy,  and  said  that  little 
was  to  be  expected  mm  the  pitiful  de- 
scription of  savings  that  was  now  ao  mack 
recommended  by  some  persons. 

The  Marquis  of  LmutUmm  observed,  that 
nothing  could  be  more  necessary  than  to 
avoid  even  the  imputation  of  a  breach  of 
faith. with  the  public  creditor.     He  would 
not  say  that  the  bill  went  quite  so  far,  but 
it  was  undeniable  that  his  secnrity  .was 
diminished  by  it*     He  was  sorry  to  find 
that  the  bill  violated  the  two  great  prin- 
ciples upon  which  he  and  theadmiiiBtra- 
iion  of  which  he  made  a  part,  relied  for 
our  rising,  superior  to  the  difficulties  that 
surrounded .  us,  naraely»  a  steady  adhe- 
rence to  the  system  of  war  taxation,  or 
raising  a  great  part  of  the  supplies  withia 
the  .year,  and  the  strict- and  nndevialingf 
application  of  the  sinking  fund.    His  lord- 
ship drew  a  strong  contrast  between  the 
financial  plan  which  he  had  the  honour  of 
proposing  three  years  >  ago  in  the  other 
House,  and  that  pursued  by  the  present 
administration.     Though  ha  had  strong 
objections  to  the  bill,  he  would  not  divide 
the  House  on  it^^-The  bill  was  than  com- 
mitted. 


cheerfulness,  under  the   persuasion  that 
.  cial  measures  of  miiiistcjrs  were  perfectly    those  burdeoi  were  indispensable  <q  the 


HOUSE  OF   COMMONS. 

Thursday,  June  5« 

[Annual  Rxvenui  Accounts.]  Sir  7. 
Turt&n  rose  to  bring  forward  the  motion 
of  which  he  had  given  notice  on  a  former 
<jlay,  for  a  regular  production,  on  the  com- 
mencement of  each  session  of  parliameol, 
of  Accounts,  shewing  the  expenditure  of 
the  grants  of  the  preceding  year,  so  fcr 
as  the  same  could  be  made  up,  and  to  the 
production  of  which  he  hoped  there  would 
be  no  objection.  He  said  the  enormoas 
taxes  annually  levied  upon  the  people  of 
England  for  the  exigencies  of  the  stat^ 
and  which  they  bqre  witb  the  grealesi 
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occaiions  of  the  €OQntiy»  notwitHstandiDj; 
the  late  diMitroas  failures  of  oor  oooti- 
nenul  expedittona,  inpoied  a  doty  on  the 
House  to  see  that  the  produce  of  those 
taxes  were  applied  with  rigid  economy  to 
the  purposes  for  which  they  were  TOted. 
The  beads  of  public  espenditare»  to  which 
he  desired  the  House  to  look  with  Tigi- 
lance,  were  those  of  the  Army  and  Navy, 
by  a  due  attention  to  which  he  was  con- 
fident that  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
pounds  might  be  annually  saTed.  As  to 
the  expenditure  under  the  head  of  Civil 
Offices,  he  had  no  fault  to  find  with  the 
payments  made  to  those  upon  whom  any 
public  duty  was  imposed;  for  he  was  per- 
auaded  that»  irom  the  highest  office  down 
to  that  of  the  lowest  exciseman^  the  pay- 
ment was  too  small  for  the  maintenance  of 
the  officeni  in  proportion  to  their  stations 
in  iifo.  The  only  alteration  he  would  de- 
aire  on  this  head  was,  that  the  high  pay 
and  emoluments  should  be  diminished  to 
those  whu  held  smecure'places  doing  no- 
thing; and  given  to  those  who  executed 
the  public  business.  The  precedents  on 
which  he  grounded  his  motion,,  he  found 
on  the  records  of  the  Irislv  parliament, 
where  such  an  arrangement  was  justly 
deemed  necessary;  and  he  concluded  by 
movmg  a  Resolution  to  the  safaie  effect 

Mr.  Foslcr  said,  that  as  the  hon.  baronot 
had  t^en  for  a  precedent  the  practice  of 
the  Irish  parliament,  he  thought  it  neces- 
sary to  say  a  few  words  on  the  subject. 
It  was  the  custom  in  that  parliament  to 
make  op  their  accounts  annually,  and  so 
fitr  as  in  them  lay  they  did  so,  but  from 
September  to  January,  and  even  February, 
it  was  found  almost  impossible  to  do  so 
with  any  degree  of  accuracy ;  and  if  in 
that  country,  where  things  were  carried  on 
'  jipon  so  small  a  scale,  the  difficulty  was  so 
great,  what  must  it  be  in  such  very  com- 
plex and  multifarious  accounts  as  those 
which  were  required  in  the  various  and 
numerous  depimmenu  of  this  government  ? 
In  fact,  he  was  certain  it  would  be  impos- 
aible  to  comply  with  the  tenor  of  the  hon. 
baronet's  Resolution,  and  he  should  there- 
fore oppose  it. 

Mr.  P.  Mfore  spoke  in  favour  of  the 
Re^olntion.  He  said  the  seTeral  reports 
of  those  committees  of  finance,  of  wbicn  the 
Speaker  had  been  the  chairman,  all  went 
to  recommend  the  plan  of  the  House  re- 
fusing to  grant  a  suppl3r  till  an  account 
was  produced,  so  &r  as  it  could  be  made 
np,  of  the  expenditure  ci  the  public 
Kj»  gnnM  by  the  Boom  iu  tha  pre- 


ceding searion.  He  wis  convinced  it  was 
owing  to  the  neglect  of  the  plan,  that  the 
House  had  been  drawn  into  the  expendi* 
ture  of  100  millions  at  least  more  than 
they  would  have  done  had  the  plan  re« 
commended  been  then  adopted.  He  was 
sure  he  could  prove  this,  and  he  thought 
it  was  high  Ume  the  House  should  inleiw 
fere  and  put  some  stop  to  so  nrodigal  an 
expenditure,  as  that  which  nad.  so  long 
been  suffered  to  be  pursned. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  and 
Mr.  Rose  opposed  the  motion  on  account 
of  the  impossibility  there,  would  be.  to 
comply  with  it.  The  accounts  were  erery 
year  laid  before  parliament,  so  far  as  they 
could  be  made  out,  and  if  any  honouraUa 
member  thought  there  was  any  articia 
that  was  not  sufficiently  mad6  out,  he 
might  move  for  an  explanation,  or  for  a 
more  detailed  account,  and  he  was  certain 
to  obtain  what  he  required,  and  he  might 
then,  if  not  satisfied,  bring  the  matter  in 
any  shape  he  pleased  before  the  House^-** 
Sir  T.  Turton  said  a  few  words  in  reply^ 
after  which  a  division  took  place :  Ayea 
29;  Noes  06;  Majority  38. 

[PaTinoN  axsPBCTiNo  Loan  Dukslit 
•^ADJOURNED  Dbbat£.]  Mr.  ff^Hbreod 
addressed  the  House  on  the  subject  of  the 
Petition  presented  by  certain  freeholders 
of  Gloucester,  respecting  lord  Donley. 
He  asked  the  hon.  member  who  had  pre- 
sented it,  whether  he  knew  the  me- 
holders  who  signed  it,  or  any  of  then^ 
how  the  petition  came  into  his  hands,  and 
whether  he  intended  to  take  any  step 
upon  it  ?  ^ 

Mr.  Sunm  replied,  that  he  knew  nonn 
of  the  freeholdefs^-that  he  had  no  par- 
ticular connection  with  the  county  of 
Gloucester;  and  he  beliered  that  bo  bad 
been  applied  to  on  that  very  account  to 
present  this  petition  ;  those  more  immedi* 
ately  connected  with  the.  county  having 
refused  to  take  it  op,  lest  their  conduct 
should  be  attributed  to  personal  motives. 
He  also  stated,  that  he  had  apprised  se- 
veral  members  of  the  petition  before  it 
was  presented-*-that  he  had  taken  steps  to 
apprise  the  family  of  it,  and  particularly 
that  he  had  mentioned  the  circumstance 
to  a  noble  lord,  a  near  connection  of  the 
family,  and  asked  him  whether  he  had 
heard  of  it } — ^To  which  the  noble  lord  re*' 
plied,  that  he  bad,  and  advised  him  not 
to  present  it.  Mr.  Serjeant  Best,  one  of 
the  most  eminent  men  at  the  bar,  bad 
also  read  it,  and  said  that  it  was  not  a  po- 
tition  that  ought  to  bo  presented^    When 
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be  found  (hat  it  did  not  cotae  «iid«r  ikm 
GrenvtMe  Act,  he  certainly  waa  under 
considerable  difficulty  botr  te  proceed. 
He  had  "undertaken,'  however,  to  present 
it.-«lie  next  adverted  to  what  hao  fallen 
from  the  India  Judge  on  the  other  side 
(sir  John  Ansirocher),  on  a  former  night, 
who  had  entered  into  seme  M^pbtatica)  rea^^ 
iening%  which  hedidtiot  weU  understand^ 
«lchottgh-he  bad  collected  the  conclusion 
io  be,  that  he  ought  not  to  have  prcfsented 
the  petition.  It  would  be  remembered, 
lioweTer,  that  he  had  carefully  stated  that 
lie  did  not  consider  himself  answerable  for 
the  aHegati<9iis  contained  in  it,  nor  pledged 
to  take  any  step  upon  it.  In  presenting  it 
he  conceived  he  had  merely  done  his 
duty. 

Lord  Duraky  then  rose  and  observed, 
that  to  prevent  any  possible  misconstrac- 
tion  or  misrepresentation  of  the  few  words 
be  had  to  offer,  he  had  committed  them 
to  paper.  He  then  read  from  the  p^4>er, 
tbat  he  was  authorised  by  his  father,  earl 
Berkeley,  positively  to  assert  that  he  was 
bit  eldest  son  and  heir  apparent.  He 
might  have  avoided  this  by  producing  a 
landed  <|dalificartion  which  he  possessed  ; 
bot  he  felt  hnmself  so  strong  on  the  title 
ef  bis  birth  that  he  had  not  chosen  to  re- 
tort to  it.  He  would  not  detain  the  House 
further  from  proceeding  according  to  its 
discretiod.— 'His  lordship  then  withdrew. 

Mr.  Whkbread  said,  that  h«  had  himself 
presented  petitions  when  other  members 
refused,  upon  their  being  put  into  his 
bands  by  the  parties.  He  asked,  whether 
be  was  to  understand  that  the  petitioners, 
or  any  one  ef  them,  had  given  the  pe- 
tition into  the  hand^  of  the  faon.  member 
who  had  presented  it  ^ 

Mh  Swrni  replied,  that  the  petition  had 
hetn  pot  iitto  hts  hands  by  a  freeholder, 
«f  extentiTe  property  in  Gloucestershire, 
but  not  by  toy  at  those  who  had  signed  it. 

Mr.  Kenrkk  thought  it  irregular  to  aA 
ijuestions  in  this  manner. 

Mr.  C  W.  Wynn  contended  that  it  was 
.  perfectly  -  regular  to  a»k  who  had  signed 
the  petHion,  and  whether  the  member  pre- 
senting it  knew  the  persons;  otherwise, 
the  grossest  frauds  might  be  committed 
upon  the  House.  As  the  hon.  member 
bad  confessed  he  did  not  know  who  they 
were  who  had  signed  this  petition,  and 
that  none  of  them  had  given  it  into  his 
hands,  he  wished  to-  have  the  hpeakei^s 
opinion,  whether  they  could  regularly  pro- 
ceed farther  upon  it. 

^   The  8fetibcr  Mi  that  Ikn  Houae  rt- 


qvired  of  the  mapiberi  praaenting  pnta* 
tiew,  that  they  ahottid  be  able  to  any  Aftt 
they  believed  the  aigaatuMa  to  be  «■- 
thenfic  ;  but  it  had  not  been  the  praclic* 
to  require  abseiute  certainty  on  ebaa  point, 
a  practice  which  would  have  beeo  aueod^ 
ed  with  great  inconvenience.  Ood  forbid, 
that  theanbjects  of  this  country  shocdd  be 
unable  to  have  petitk>ns  presented,  onleBa 
they  came  from  the  most  distant  parte  ef 
the  kingdom  to  give  it  into  tbebamdaeC 
members  and  prove  their  hand  writing. 

Sir  J.  A^inukit  adverted  t6  what  had 
been  said  of  his  sophistry,  and  obeervtd, 
that  the  whole  of  the  sophistry  conaistcd 
in  thia,  that  he  had  desired  the  bon.  mem- 
ber to  state  whet  steps  he  intended  touke 
upon  this  petition.  The  hon.  memberhad 
then  replied,  that  he  believed  bia  course 
would  foe  to  move  for  a  new  writ.  ]>id  he 
now.  mean  to  aay  chat  he  was  ready  to  fel- 
low np  this  proceeding  by  moring  for  a 
new  writ  ? 

Mr.  ^oan  replied,  that  he  had  nlraady 
stoted  that  he  did  not  knew  the  freehoiderB 
who  had .  signed-  the  petition,  end  coald 
not  be  responsible  ^r  the  allegations. 

The  question  that  the  debate  t>e  resomad, 
was  then  put  and  carried.— >Upon  the 
question  that  the  Petition  lie  on  the  table, 
Sir  8,  RomiHy  asked  the  bon.  member 
whether  he  was  at  all  prepared  to  aopport 
the  allegations  it  contained  } 

Mr.  Swm  replied,  that  he  had  an  eftett 
anawered  that  question,  that  he  wtt  sor- 
priaed  it  should  again  be  pat  to  him. 
He  had  stated  that  he  did  not  know  tboae 
who  had  aigaed  it,  that  he  was  not  pre- 
pared to  support  the  alleg^ions^  He  had 
only  done  his  duty  in  putting  the  Hoose 
in  possession  of  the  Petition,  and  the  House 
might  deal  with  it  as  it  thought  proper. 

Sir  IS.  Romiily  then  observed,  that  if 
the  hon.  member,  or  any  other  member 
had  been  prepared  to  support  the  alle- 
gaitions  contained  in  the  Petition,  it  wonU 
be  proper  that  it  should  lie  on  the  table; 
but  if  not,  then  he  thought  it  ought  not  u> 
be  received.  The  allegation  was,  that  a 
person  sat  in  that  Hoose  who  was  not  a 
member;  and  was  it  fitting  that  such  a 
petition  should  remain  on  the  table  with* 
out  any  proceeding '  had  upon  it  ?  The 
hon.  member  had  said  that  the  House 
might  proceed  upon  it  as  it  pleased  ;  bot 
what  could  the  House  do  ?  The  Hoaae,  be 
presumed,  would  not  advertise  for  evi* 
dettce  on  the  question ;  and,  unlees  name 
immediate  step  was  to  be  taken  upon  it, 
he  ooold  not  aee  how  .the  Bititiea.  «mU 
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with  Dfoprieky  be  nceived.    GcaUciimq, 
he  aflo^«d»  ought  to  aako  no  difficaUy 
in  preionting  pMBtitioos ;  bat  if  pelitionert 
gavo  their  peiitiona  into  thehaiida  pf  dAom- 
bars  without  anabling  them  lo  take  any 
atept  opon  theoif  they  coakl  not  colnptain 
if  luoh  petitiona  wore  rejected.    Thia  ob- 
aervaitioo  applied  verv  ttvongljr  to  thit 
caae,  where,  the  noble  lord«  lor  so  he 
would  ttiU  call  hini»  notwithitanding  theat 
unwipported  allegations  (Hear,  hear!) — 
had  acted  upon  the  awertion of hisfather, 
to  which  he  was  boond  to  pay  everv  poa- 
aibie  defeience.    The  nobk  lord  had  been 
introdoced  tp  society  as  the  heir  apparent 
of  his  father,  and  bad  been  receiTed  by 
his  sovereign  as  such.    Under  such  ciri* 
cnmstances,  ho  could  not  have  resorted  to 
his  qoalificmtton  without  a  stain  upon  him- 
self and  his  family  ;  he  cpuld  not  bare 
acted  otherwise  than  be  had  done.  There 
was  nothing  personal  attributed  to  the 
noble  lord.    "Diis  petition  had  been  pre* 
eented  without  any  instructions   to  the 
hott.  member  .bow  to  act  upon  it,  as  if  it 
had  no  other  d^ect  than  to  excite  domea- 
lic  rivalship  ^  jmd  animositr;  as  if  it  had 
been  the  design  to  have  it  laid  on  the  tm* 
Ue  to  be  uken  op  at  any  distance  of 
timoy  no.  one  undertaking  at  prcaMit  to 
substantiate  the   facts   contained  in    it* 
Would  the  House  then  sufier  this  petition 
to  lie  oB  its  table,  to  be  held  out  sa  icr« 
rorvm,  and  for  no  other  purpose  than  ex- 
citing uneasiness,  and  producing,  antmoo 
aity  in  breasts  where  the  fondest  afl&ction ' 
existed  ?«*If  the  House  were  to  receive 
thia  petition  it  would  be  hereafter  in  the 
power  of  malignity  to  poison  conjugal 
nappiness,  and  to  plant  thorns  in  the  heartr 
of  the  innocent,  by  making  the  proceed- 
ings of  this  House  a  vehicle  to  pubiiah  its 
li^ls.    The  House  must  see  t|ie  mischief 
of  this  measure;  il  was  a  case  without 
example;  respecting  it  no  party  spirit 
could  exist,  and  he  trusted  for  its  rijeo* 
tion  in  the  generous  feelings  of  the  right 
hen.  gent,  opposite. 

Mr.  Kaurick  said,  that  the  petition  was 
framed  with  considerable  intention  to  its 
^lot  being  obnoxious.  If  no  ether  mcm« 
her  suggested  it,  he  felt  it  to  be  his  duty, 
i^  move  that  the  petition  should  be  re- 
ferred to  a  committee  of  privileges. 

Mr.  Tiemty  wishe<l  to  know  from  the 
learned  gent,  whether  he  weuki  undertake 
that  the  petitioners  (supposing  the  House 
received  their  petition)  would  proceed. 

Mr.  Kaurkk  would  give  no  pledge*  He 
had  learnt  &om  the  counsel  employed. 


^^PuUmreftakitJMi  DhN%;      [St  S 


thai  it  would  be  necessary  to  apply  for 
the  Speaker's  warrant,  to  enforce  the  at* 
tendance  of  witnesses  to  prove  the  docu« 
mentary  evidence  referK^  to  in  the  pe« 
tiiionfr 

Mr.  TUnujf  eaopressed  himself  dissatis- 
fied, and  without  authority  from  the  noble 
fiimily  of  Berkeley  fot  so  doing,  declared 
his  intention  of  OMving  for  the  rejection 
of  the  petition.  ' 

The  Chmctlhr  qf  the  Sid^q^er  con- 
eeived,  that  all  the  House  oauid  d^ire, 
was,  that  the  party  peiitiening  should 
make  oeod  the  ailegaliQnai  Theassurance 
of  hss Teamed  friemi,  therefore,  in  hisopt« 
nion  was  sufficient* 

Mr.  jRose  regretted  that  the  qoestioa 
should  have  come  before  the  House,  bet 
beio^  befoie  the  Uoaaa,  his  opinion  was» 
that  It  waf  cognisable  under  the  Gren* 
ville  aotb 

Sir  i^  Aminuhfr  was  nf  the  contrarj^ 
opinion.  He  thought  befote  the  petitioB 
was  laid  on  the  table,  tlie  House  eoght  t0 
be  informed  whether  any  bon.  membet 
wu  prepered  to  prove  the  ailegasion,  rwu 
that  the  noble  lord  is  not  the  leaitimase 
son  of  earl  Berkeley*  If  not,  then  he 
should  object  to  it  bewa  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  FuUer  thought  the  electors  shouM 
have  raised  the  objection  at  the  eleetion. 
It  vras  competent,  however,  for  them  to 
object  to  the  qualificatien^  end  he  shoirid 
be  for  doing  justice. 

Mr.  Baiknti  wished  the  hen.  gent.  wli# 
preaented  the  petition,  had  naked. the  pe« 
titioners  whether  they  were  or  not  pie* 
pared  to  prove  their  case.  He  regretted 
the  extreme  emeltv  and  scandal  which 
must  necessarily  follow  the  agitation  of 
the  subject ;  but  on  the  whole  he  thought 
it  impossiUe  for  the  House  to  refuse  gomg 
into  the  tnouiry* 

Mr.  C.  fr .  Hym  should  have  been  against 
receiving  th^  petition,  but  for  the  state* 
mentof  the  learned  gent.  (Mr.  Kenrick), 
that  counsel  and  witnesses  were  ready  to 
attend.  He  thought  ^  business,  how- 
ever,  highly  cruel,  and  that  the  petition 
could  an^erao  good  pnrpoee.^' 

The  epeaktr  said,  if  the  House  wished 
to  dispose  of  the  petitiuo  as  speedily  as 
poaiible  they  wouM  send  it  at  once  to  a 
committee.  If  they  were  to  order  h  to 
lie  on  the  table  that  would  have  the  eflect 
of  disposing  of  it  for  that  day. 

The  iSWntor  Ancrai  could  not  see  any 
nossible  ground  for  lefosing  the  petttien* 
It  was  in  terms  of  law,  and  its  prayer  and 
laaguaga  were  respectful    If  R  waa  to  be 
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gone  into  and  prowcuttd,  were  there  not 
qoestioni  which  they  were  to  inquire  into 
before-hand  ?  If,  in  the  reatilt,  it  should 
not  be  lupporti^d  by  proof,  that  was  an  in- 
sult whicn  it  would  behove  'the  House  to 
panish,  and  not  to  suffer  the  petitioners  to 
escape  its  just  Tengeance.  He  concluded 
by  moving  that  the  petition  be  referred  to 
a  committee  of  privileges. 

Mr.  Camwig  said,  he  had^  never  met 
with  a  question  in  which  be  hitd  expe- 
lienced  more  difficulty  in  making  up  his 
mind.  He  mi^ht  indeed,  now  feel  his 
difficulties  revived,  fhun  perceiving  that 
his  hoq«  and  learned  friend  who  spoke  last, 
and  the  hon.  gent.-"  opposite  who  spoke 
before  him  (Mr.  Wynn^  differed  from  him 
IB  opinion.  The  Question,  however, 
aeemed  to  him,  with  all  deference,  to  be^— 
Were  they,  from  respect  to  the  petitioners, 
to  enter  iiito  a  proceeding  which  they 
loiew  conld  not  in  the  result  be  satis- 
fiMlory  ?  If  the  investi^tion  which  might 
take  place  shpuld  terminate  favourably  to 
the  claims  of  the  noble  lord,  against 
whom  the  application  was  made,  th^ir 
decision  in  his  favour  could  be  to  him  of 
no  service*  If,  on  the  contrary,  they 
should  be  of  opinion  against  him,  such  a 
declaration  would  go  to  prejudice  his 
rights.  Was  that  House  to  proceed  to  the 
trial  of  ft  question  over  which  they  had  no 
jurisdiction,  and  which  must  afterwards 
come  before  a  competent  tribunal  ?  And 
were  they  to  try  in  the  most  unsatisfactory 
manner,  what  must  be  again  satisfactorily 
and  legally  investigated  ?  There  might  be 
a  necessity  for  this,  if  it  could  be  alledged 
that  the  other  party's  rights  would  be  in- 
jared  if  the  House  did  not  interfere ;  but 
bere  there  was  no  such  pretence.  The 
petitioners  said  they  were  ready  to  make 
out  their  case ;  but  even  if  they  did  make 
6Qt  all  they  alledged,  it  would  not,  to  his 
mind,  be  conclusive,  but  would  only  go  to 
raise  strong  inferences,  which  there  might 
be  facts  sufficiently  strons  ,to  do  away. 
Bat  after  all,  of  what  did  they  complain  t 
That  the  noble  lord  was  seated  instead  of 
the  persorf  of  their  choice  ?  No— >that  he 
was  not  a  proper  person  to  represent  the 
coanty  ?  No— -but  that  an  individual  held 
a  seat  in  that  House  under  the  name  by 
which  they  had  always  known  him.  if 
they  had  had  doubta  on  their  minds  they 
might  have  broueht  the  question  to  trial 
in  a  fair  way.  What,  however,  was  th« 
question  now?  Not  one  relating  to  the 
elec^tors,  bat  to  the  person  who  was  to  si* 
in  that  House*    They   complained  not 


x^wrf^^fltf* 


(52a 


• 

that   their    choice    had    been     circom* 
scribed,  bat  that  the  legislature  bad  hoc 
acted  up  tafficiently  to  their  own  circunn* 
scription.    The  choice  of  the  petitioners 
must  be  presumed  to  be  concluded  in  the 
general  choice  of  the   electors,    and   the 
present  application  was  more  ]properly  a 
suggestion  to  the  Hoiise  calling  oo  them 
for  an  exercise  of  their  discretion  thao  any 
thing  else.    He    objected  to  the  idea  of 
throwing  such  an  onus  on  the  House,  and 
as  one  party  would  be  prejudiced  by  their 
entertaining  the  petition,  while  no  prac- 
tical* good  effects  coukl  be  produced  by  the 
investigation,  he  was  against  the  motion. 

The  Chanadhr  qf  the  Exchequer  said,  if 
this  was  a  ooestion  of  discretion  he  ahoold 
agree  with  nis  right  hon.  friend.  So  much 
the  contrary,  however,  this  was  a  petition 
tmder  a  statute,  and  he  could  not  see  on 
what  ground  the  House  could  refuse  to  act 
on-  it.  The  petitioners  were  freeholders 
who  complained  of  the  sitting  member 
beinff  disqualified,  and  this  was  a  case 
which  they  were  entitled  to  bring  before 
the  House.  He  thought  the  case  most  go 
to  a  committee  of  privileges  to  ascertain 
the  fact.  As  to  this  being  a  qoestion  of 
party  feeling  against  the  noble  lord,  it  was 
impossible  to  conceive  so.  All  leeliog 
must  operate  the  other  way. 

Upon  a  division,  the  nambera  were. 
For  the  motion  46;  Against  it  91;  Ma- 
jority 45.  The  petition  was  comtqnentty 
rejected. 

[Naval  AasENAL  at  NoaTSFLBBT.I  Mr.^ 
Sharp  complained  that  the  Fifteenth  Re*' 
port  of  the  commissioners  of  naval  revision 
bad  not  been  laid  before  the  House.  The 
Report  to  which  he  alluded  set  fo.nh  the 
necessity  of  esublishing  a  new  Naval 
Arsenal,  at  Northfleet.  It  appeared  that 
our  harbours  at  Portsmouth  and  Plymouth 
were  on  the  decline,  having  less  depth  of 
water  than  formerly,  so  that  ships  coming 
in  to k^e repaired,  wereobligeJto bsive  their 
guns  and  stores  taken  out  before  they  cou|d 
enter.  Similar  inconvriiiencies  wer<f  ex- 
perienced at  Dtfpiford  and  at  Wool- 
wich, so  that  ships  of  the  line  wcrs 
ohiiged  to  drop  down  to  Long  R*racb, 
or  Northfleet  to  be  fitted  out  for  sea. 
These  circumstances  rL-mlered  the  esta- 
blish iiient  of  a  new  Naval  Arsenal  neces* 
sary.  The  immense  expences  in  urred  in 
consequence  of  thf  erils  he  had  described 
were  sufficient  V*  answer  any>  objection 
that  might  bd  made  lo  the  expencc  at* 
(ending  the  eitabii'^timent  of  a  new  Naval 
ArsenaU  however  .great  it  might  be.    la 
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the  e^ent  of  a  peace,  such  an  establish* 
ment  would  be  necessary,  as  room  would 
be  wanting  to  Jay  up  I  SO  sail  of  the  line, 
and  upwards  of  400  other  yessels  of  war. 
This  was  piroposed  in  the  Report,  as  a  re- 
medy *for  the  evils  complained  of,  and 
Korthfleet  was  named  as  having  a  greater 
depth  of  water  than  either  of  our  docks 
at  Portsmouth,  at  Plymouth,  at  Deptford, 
or  at  Woolwich.  He  thought  the  Report 
ought  to  be  laid  upon  their  table,  and* 
concluded  by  moving  "  An  humble  Ad- 
dress to  his  Majesty,  praying  that  he 
would  be  graciously  pleasad  to  direct  thai 
the  Fifleenth  Report  of  the  commissioners 
of  naval  revision,  and  the  Report  sent  in 
to  the  board  of  admiralty,  dated  Oct.  18, 
1 807,  and  signed  J.  Rennie  and  J.  Whidby, 
relating  to  mooring  chains,  be  laid  before . 
that  House.'' 

Mr.  Yorke  observed  that  the  present 
naval  exertions  had  out-grown  all  former 
aystems;  and  it  would,  therefore,  be 
proper  to  make  some  new  arrangement  to 
meet  the  inconvenience  thence  arising. 
It  was,  hovverer,  the  first  duty  of  govern- 
ment to  look  well  into  all  the  circum- 
stances and  bearings  of  the  case,  before 
they  expended  1 0«000,(X)0/.  in  forming  the 
-  proposed  new  Arsenal  at  Northfleet.  The 
House  could  not  at  present  enter  fully  into 
the  question  with  prudence,  but  he  hoped 
government,  at  a  period  not  very  distant, 
would  be  able  to  grant  the  information  re- 
quired, or  give  satisfactory  reasons  for 
withholding  it.  He  should  oppose  the 
motion,  as  the  Report  could  hot  be  pro- 
duced at  present  without  much  incon- 
Tenience  to  the  public  service. 

Mr.  fVilberfarce  did  not  think  it  at  all 
unsafe  for  the  Report  to  lie  on  the  table. 
If  the  measure  was  thought  of  some  years 
ago,  it  was  still  more  necessary  from  the 
present  aspect  of  affairs  tq  put  it  into  effect. 
With  respect  to  the  calculation,  lord  Bar- 
ham's  authority  was  sufficient.  lie  did 
not  approve  of  the  production  .of  the 
papers,  and  hoped  that  ere  long  something 
effectual  would  be  adopted. 

Mr.  Ro9C  approved  of  the  authorities 
cited  by  the  hon.  gent.,  to  which  he  wished 
to  add  that  of  lord  Vincent,^  who  thought 
there  was  an  absoluie  necessity  of  for- 
tifications and  armaments  eastward  of 
Spithead.  The  dock-yards,  instead  of  de- 
clining, were  in  a  constant  state  of  im- 
provement. In  the  harbour  of  Ports- 
mouth there  was  no  want  of  deep  water. 
He  alluded  to  bis  publication  on  the  depth 
of  the  Thames,  in  which  the  most  skilled 
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and  experienced  judges  concurred.  The 
idea  of  manufacturing  sail*  cloth  in  the 
yards,  he  deemed  to  be  totally  miscon- 
ceived. He  .  never  asaerteil  that  there 
should  he  no  Arsenal  at  Northfleet,  he 
merely  deemed  strict  inquiry  necessary 
into  the  extent  of  such  a  work. 

Mr.  R,  Dundas  wished'  the  hon.  gent, 
would  not  at  present  press  h  is  motion . .  Ha 
agreed  with  his  several  statement.  The 
question  has  been  already  before  the 
privy  council,  but  in  consequence  of  the 
great  expence  necessary,  no  decision  had 
been  come  to.  "  : 

Mr/R^.  &Hiih  stated,  that  almost  every 
noble  lord  who  has  been  at  the  head  of  the 
admiralty,  had  lef^  a  memor?.ndum  of  the 
importance  of  this  measure.  It  shoul({. 
not  be  postponed,  inasmuch  as  it  .con- 
cerned the  independence  of  the  kingdom. 
'  Mr.  Croktr  obsorved,  that  the  delay  did 
not  arise  from  any  unwillingness,  but  from 
its  great  importance,  and  the  wish  to  avoid 
bringing  it  out  piece-meal . 

The  question  was  then,  put,  and  nega- 
tived. 

[Pbkitemtiabt  Hovses.]  Sir  Samuel 
Romilfy,  in  rising  to  make  his  promised 
motion,  touching  the  acts  of  the  IQth  and 
the  Sith  of  the  King,  relative  to  the  Pe- 
nitentiary Houses,  said,  he  should  not  go 
over  the  grounds  at  any  great  length,  upun 
which  he  thought  this  measure  ought  to  be 
adopted,  and  which  he  had  fully  stated  not 
long  ago,  when  he  made  the  motion  which 
he  was  now  about  to  submit  to  the  House. 
I  will  just  state,  said  he,  that  the  object  of 
this  motion  is  to  carry,  into  execution  tC 
plan  for  rendering  the  administration  of 
the  laws  more  effectual,  which  held  out  a 
better  prospect  of  reforming  criminals, 
and  of  attaining  all  the  other  objects  of  all 
penal  laws,  than  any  that  has  hitherto 
been  found  practicable.  It  is  a  plan 
which  was  formed  by  some  of  the  wisest 
men  in  this  country,  and  who  had  devoted 
ipuch  of  their  valuable  time  to  this  impor- 
tant subject — by  Mr.  Justice  Blackstone, 
Mr.  Howard,  and  Mr.  Kden,  now  Lord 
Auckland.  The  great  objects  which  they 
pro)>osed  to  themselves  were,  to'  reform 
t^e  criminals,  to  !»eclude  them  from  thfir 
former  associates,  to  separate  those  of 
whom  hopes  might  be  entertained  from 
those  who  were  desperate,  to  teach  them 
^useful  trades,  to  accustom  them  to  habits 
of  industry,  to  give  them  religious  instruc- 
tion, and  to  provide  them  with  a  re- 
commendation to  the  world,  and  tiki 
means  of  obtaining  an  lu>nest  llvttlihr>Qd 
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•ller  the  ezphr^tioti  of  the  term  ofthMr 

Sintishment*  In  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Justice 
tiacketone,  it  wat  a  flyateni  which  united 
in  ittelf  ao  many  advantagiea,  and  held  out 
«o  flattering  a  prospect  of  tuccesa,  that 
lie  did  not  hesitate  to  declare  that,  "  if 
properly  executedj  there  was  reason  to 
liope  that  such  a  reformation  might  be 
dlected  in  the  lower  classes  of  mankind, 
and  such  a  gradual  scale  of  punishment 
be  affixed  to  all  gradations  of  guilt,  as 
might  in  time  supersede  the  necessity  of 
capital  punishments,  except  for  very 
atrocious  crimes."  (Com.  1 1  edit  ro\. 
TT.  p.  37 1 . )  That  plan,  however,  has  re- 
mamed  on  the  statute  book  for  upwards 
ef  SO  years,  without  any  effectual  step 
jiaving  been  taken  to  carry  it  into  execu- 
tion. In  the  mean  time  the  want  of  it  has 
been  severely  felt,  and  all  have  confessed 
that  the  inconvenieitce  and  inefficacy  of 
other  punishments  have  rendered  but  too 
aensible  the  impolitic  and  injurious  ten- 
dency of  the  present  system.  There  are, 
-indeed,  but  three  species  of  punishment 
which  by  the  law  of  this  country  can  be 
afflicted  for  crimes  above  the  description . 
of  misdemeanors,  and  which  are  yet  not 
punishable  with  deatb-^-that  of  imprison- 
ment in  gaols  or  houses  of  correction ;  im- 
prisonment on  board  the  hulks ;  or  trans* 
portation.  With  respect  to  imprisonment 
it  has  been  found,  that  in  general  persons 
who  have  been  confined  in  common  gaols 
return  to  society  much  worse  than  when 
they  were  first  withdrawn  from  it ;  that 
men  who  were  imprUoned  for  their  first 
oflence^  became  in  a  short  apace  of  tiflM 
hardened  add  desperate^  and  <jualified  to 
eooiinit  the  most  danfferons  cruses;  that 
they  ure  matured  in  vinaiAy»  with  a  degree 
«f  rapidity  which  would  be  thought  haraly 
possible  in  so  short  a  period.  To  j-emedy 
this  evii>  expedients  hav«  been  detlsed, 
but  none  have  been  execute.  The  pri. 
t<^  of  this  country  yet  rtmaan  a  reproneh 
to  it.  No  one  step  has  been  taken  to 
adopt  a  t>1an,  by'  which  the  diiierent 
<|asses  and  apecies  of  cAftdera  might  be 
separated  from  each  other.  OAnderB  of 
the  very  worst  description  are  fndiscri- 
minatdy  mingled  with  those  whose  first 
ofienct  (and  that,  perhaps,  a  very  slight 
one)  haa  brought  tnem  into  •  sitnalimi, 
fi*om  which  with  a  little  care  they  might 
be  reclaimed.  Persons  who  have  been 
committed  on  suspicion  of  an  c^R^ce, 
whose  guilt  or  innocence  kaynt waller «f 
nicertainty,  are  compelled  to  avociale 
with  those  whost  crimes  ht?«  been  ascev- 


uined»  and  the  danger  and  confngioia  ef 
whose  society  and  manners  and  cxatnpler 
cannot  be  doubtful.    Such  is  the  gciseral 
state  of  the  prisons  of  this  country,  i^hfa 
a  very  few  exceptions  highly  honoormbk 
to  the  counties  in  which  they  are   to   be 
found  •    The  most  remarkable  of  tbeee  are 
the  prisons  of  Oloocestershire,  nnder  the 
care  dPrir  George  Paul,  and  the  hooae  of 
correction  at  Southwell,  in  Nottinghnm« 
shire.    Amongst  the  priaons  pre-enainent 
fbr  the  badness  of  their  poKce  and  their 
regulations,  I  am  sorry  to  be  obliged  to 
mention  those  of  the  metropolis.  The  pri- 
son of  Newgate  particularly  seema  to  com- 
bine every  defect  of  which  a  place  of  con- 
finement IS  capable ;  and  at  the  aamo  time 
that  we  have  erected  a  national  motsnmeot 
to  Mr.  Howard,  as  a  reward  for  hia  exer- 
tions to  reform  our  prisons,  the   city  of 
Londoli  leave,  close  to  the  statoe  we  hare 
raised,  this  gaol,  as  a  monument  of  our 
disgrace  and  out  inhumanity;  and  in  which 
not  one  of  the  regulations  which  Howanf 
recommended  has  been  observed. 

Imprisonment  on  boaktithe  holka  ia  still 
more  pernicious,  and  productive  of  still 
greater  evils,  even  than  imprisonment  in 
our  common  gaols.    It  seema  net  to  be 
the  duty  of  any  responsible  peraon  to  de- 
termine what  description  of  oflenders  sfcafi 
be  sent  on  board  these  vessels.    Gonvfcta 
from  remote  parts  of  the  country,  end 
those  who  have  long  iitfested  the  sireeta 
of  London ;  boys'  for  their  first  ofiences, 
and  long  practised  robbers  and  adepts  in 
every  species  of  crimes ;    those  who  are 
not  intended  to  be  removed  to  any  other 
place  of  punishment,  and  sach  as    are 
waiting  only  for  an  opportanity  to  trans- 
port them  to  Bottny  Bay,  are  all  con- 
founded together,  and,  in  the  intervals  of 
their  severe  labours,  encourage  and  instruct 
,each  other  in  crimes,  and  in  the  most 
odious  vices.     Mr.  Howard    has  stated 
as  the  result  of  much  obseiration  and  in- 
quiry, that  of  the  persons  confined  on 
board  the  hulks,  those  who  came  fiom  the 
country  generally  died,  in  consequence  ef 
their  confinement,  and  of  the  honror  they 
Mtat  the  examples  and  the  scenes  ex- 
hibited to  them ;  and  that  these  who  came 
from  great  manufacturing  towns  general^ 
became  in  a  short  time  the  most  daring 
aaid  dangerous  of  offenders.    When  this 
subject  was  last  before  the  Hotte  the  se- 
cretary of  state  told  us,  that  laHely  a  great 
remrm  had  been  efibcted   on  beard  the 
hulks,  and  that  they  were  no  longer  Kable 
to  the  objectiotts  formerly  made  to  diemj 
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and  Ibit  happv  change  he  ascribed  to  the 
gentlemen  under  whose  ^uperiDtendence 
tbey  are  placed.     I  tun  sorry  to  say« 
thai  that  represeatatioD    does  not  agree 
with  the  accounts  which  I  bare  received. 
I  have  no  doubt  that  the  reports  which 
have  been  made  to  that  gentleman  by  the 
persons  he  employs  are  perfectly  confer- 
mable  to  the  statemenu  which  he  baa 
made  to  the  secretary  of  state ;   but  <has 
that  gentleman*  though  I  nnderttaud  that 
he  inspects  the  hull&  himself,  been  al 
Portsmouth  more  than  once  within  the 
last  year  ?  and  if  he  has,  is  it  or  is  it  not 
-true,  that  although  the  most  ficioes  and 
depraved   habiu  and   examples  prevail 
there*  there  are  at  this  moment  no  less 
than  H  or  15  boys  to  he  found  amongst 
the  prisoners?  The  truth  is,  that  no  atten* 
tion  will  ever  be  able  to  correct  the  defects 
of  this  speciet  of  punishment.    The  mis- 
chief, as  is  truly  stated  by  the  Committee 
of  which  you  were  the  chairman,  in  theiir 
report  of  1797,  is  notso  much  in  the  mode 
of  conducting  the  establishment,  as  in  the 
establishment  itself.     The  vices  of  it  are 
uiseparable  from  the  system* 

With   respect   to  the  punishment  of 
transportation  to  New  South  Wales,!  have 
so  lately  troubled  the  House,  and  at  so 
much  length  upon  it,  that  I  should  be  in- 
excusable in  trespassing  lon^  upon  their 
patience  now.    In  whatever  light  we  con- 
aider  it,  as  calculated  to  prevent  crimes, 
whether  by  the  terror  which  the  example 
should  iupire,  or  by  the  reformation  of 
the  individual  punished,  we  shall  find  it 
extremely  innefficacious*    As  an  example, 
the  effect  of  the  punishment  is  removed  to 
a  distance  from  those  on  whom  it  is  to 
operate.    It  is  involved  in  the  greatest  un- 
certainty, and  isoonsidered  very  differently 
according  to  the  sanguine  or  desponding 
disposition  of  those  who  reflect  on  it,  or 
according  to  the  more  accurate  or  erooeoos 
accounts  of  the  colony  which  may  hap- 
pen to  have  reached  them.    The  severity^ 
mdeed,  or  lenity  of  the  punishment,  de- 
pends not  on  tlie  degree  of  guilt  of  the  of« 
fender,  but  of  his  talents,  and  acquirements 
and  qualifications!  for  the  new  stote  of 
things  into  which  he  is  transported.    Pos- 
stsaed  of  that  knowledge  and  skill  which 
happens  here  to  be  most  in  request,  it^ 
matysrs  little  what  has  been  his  offence, 
hs  may  chance  soon  to  find  himself  re- 
lieved from  all  restraint,  and  in  a  situation 
which  he  never  could  have  hoped  to  gain 
in  his  own  country.  I  have  been  informed 
that  in  the  transaetiona  which  immediately 


led  to  the  revolution  whioh  has.  laleiy 
taken  place  there,  an  attorney,  who  here 
stood  in  the  pilloiy,  and  ww  aderwarde 
transported,  a  man  who  here  would  hava 
been  pn  outeast  from  all  society,  was  eon« 
fidentially  advised  with  by  those  in  aatho* 
rity,  and  enjoyed  something  very  like  the 
inlluence  of  an  attorney-general,  because 
he  was  welt  acquainted  with  legal  fofim* 

To  judge  of  the  effects  which  are  pro* 
duced  in  the  convicte  in  the  way  of  refor« 
mation,  one  has  hot  to  read  the  histo^  of 
the  colony  which  has  beea  publishedf  by 
Mr.  Cellios,  a  v^^iter  who  is  above  alt  sus*- 
picion  of  exag||B^erating  the  evils  he  related 
for,  iQ  spite  ol  the  fiicts  which  in  every 
page  of  his  book  pronounce  the  condem* 
nation  of  the  whole  system,  be  ii  uai^ 
formly  its  panegyrise  The  history  which 
he  has  written  b  little  DK»re  than  t  die* 
gusting  narrative  of  atrocious  crimes  an4 
most  severe  and  cruel  puniahments.  It  is 
indeed  a  subject  of  very  melancholy,  and 
to  this  House  of  very  reproachful  refieci 
tion,  that  such  an  experiment  in  criminal 
jurisprudence  ^and  colonial  policy  as  that  of 
transportation  to  NewSouth  Wales  should 
have  been  tried,  and  we  should  have  suf- 
fered now  24  years  to  elapse  without  e«a« 
mining  or  even  i6qoiring  into  its  success 
or  its  fisilure.  An  experiment  more  un* 
promismg  or  bolder  than  that  of  founding 
a  colony,  which  was  to  consist  altogether 
of  thieves  and  convicts,  of  the  very  ra« 
fuse  of  society,  of  men  habituated  to  idle* 
nesst  and  having  no  motive  for  wishing 
success  to  the  colony  they  were  founding, 
never  was  tried  in  any  former  ase  or  by 
any  'other  nation,  w  hen  we  formerly 
transported  convicte  to  North  America, 
thejr  found  themselves  immediatel]^  on 
their  arrival  in  a  society,  where  habitt  of 
industry  and  regularity  prevmled,  and 
where  the  vices  or  crimes  of  an  individual 
marked  him  out  as  an  object  of  infamy  or 
of  punishment ;  but  in  the  infancy  of^the 
colony  in  New  South  Wales,  guilt  anil 
vice  were  the  characteresticsof  the  whole 
nation.  Itwasto  be  a  people  of  thieves  and 
outlaws,  under  the  controulof  their  mili- 
tary guards.  Thieves  and  their  keepers—* 
prisoners  and  their  jailors«--tlfese  were  to 
lie  the  whole  population. 

If  such  a  project  ever  could  have  beea 
successful,  at  least  the  persons  transported 
should  have  been  only  those  who  were 
sentenced  to  that  punishment  for  life, 
and  not  men  who,  being  sentenced  for  a 
few  years  only,  would  soon  have  a  right 
by  law  to  quitt  the  colony*    Thegreatefl 
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ni|mber,  howejrer,  who  were  transported, 
were  of  this  description.  In  the  first  em^ 
barkations  which  took  place,  the  gross  in- 
justice was  committed  of  uot- sending  to 
the  colony  any  account  of  the  peMod  at 
>  which  the  sentences  commenced ;  and 
Collins  relates,  that  when  several  conricts 
claimed  their  liberty,  it  was  necessary  to 
inform  them  that  inquiry  should  be  made 
in  KngUnd  of  the  truth  of  their  statettoent, 
but  that  they  must  remain  in  bondage  till 
an  answer  was  received  to  the  inquiry^ 
nv'hich  would  be  at  least  a  year  and  a  hal£' 
During  the  whole  timelhat  the  colony  has 
existed,  men  have  been  transported,  who, 
at  the  time  when  they  were  embarked  had 
only  a  few  years  to  come'  of  the  time  for 
which  they  were  sentenced* '  It  appears 
by  the  returns  from  the  office  of  the  secre- 
*  tary  of  state  now  on  the  table,  that  in 
June  1801,  no  fewer  than  40  men  were 
transported,  each  of  whom  had  only  one 
year  of  the  term  of  bis  punishment  to 
come  when  he  was  embarked,  and  ten  of 
them  had  6nly  nine  months,  and  this,  al- 
though the  voyage  is  of  nine  months  ;  so 
that  when  they  reached  the  place  oFtheir 
punishment,  they  had  by  law  no  punish- 
ment to  suffer. 

'  It  appears  by  the  same  returns,  that  so 
late  as  in  the  month  of  August  last,  two 
men  were  transported,  who  at  the  time  of 
their  being  sent 'out  of  the  country  had 
not  two '  yeai's  to  come'  of  the  term  of 
their  punishment.  When  these  cases 
were  mentioned  before,  some  gentlemen 
endeavoured  to  account  for  them  by  sup- 
posing that  it  must  have  been  at  the  re- 
quest of  these  convicts  themselves  that 
they  were  transported  :  but  I  am  fully 
convinced  that  there  is  no  foundation 
whatever  for  that  supposition.  The  last 
instances  are^  so  recent,  that^  the  fact 
might  easily  be  ascertained.  The  truth, 
I  believe,  is,  that  this  flagrant  injustice  is 
to  be  ascribed  only  to  the  negligence,  but 
ft  very  criminal  negligence  it  certainly  is, 
of  those  on  whom  the  execution  of  these 
sentences  depends. 

Indeed,  not  only  with  a  view  to  the 
prosperity  of  the  colony,  but  to  the  jus* 
lico-which  is  due  even  to  convicted  crimi- 
nals, none  should  be  transported  to  so  dis- 
tant a  part  of  th^  world  who  are  not  sen- 
tenced to  transportation  for  life, 'unless 
they  were,  at  the  cxpence  of  government, 
brought  back  to  their  country  at  the  ex- 
piration of  the  term  of  their  punishment. 
Left  to  get  back  to  their  native  comitry  as 
l^ey  caiv  their  poly  resource  is  to  work 


their  passage  home  as  sailors  ;  but  this  is 
a  resource  onlyfer  tbestrongand  healthy. 
Tq  the  sickly,  the  aged,  and  infirm^   the 
sentence, '  which  by  law  is  limited    to  a 
certain  number  of  years,  becomes  in  fact  a 
sentence  for  Jife.     With  women  it  neces- 
sarily becomes  such  a  sentence  in  ^rcry 
case ;  and  yet,  from  the  first  adoption  of 
this  system,  there  have  been,  exclusive  .of 
those  who  sailed  a  few  months  ago»  on 
board  the'  Canada  transport,  no  fewer  than 
1,7.54' women  transported  for  the  term  of 
seven  years  :    l  ,75*  persons,  who,  for  of- 
fences which  the  law  has  declaimed  de- 
served no  severer  punishment  than  trans- 
portation for  seven  years,  have  been  acto« 
ally  transported  for  life,  and  those  of  a 
sex,  which,  if  all  notions  of  justice  were 
to  be  disregarded,  might  seem  at  least  de- 
serving of  some  compassion,     if  in  £ng- 
land  any  jailor  were  to  presume  to  retain 
a  single  individual  in  prison;  though  but 
for  a  few  weeks,  after  the  term  of  brs  im- 
prisonment had  expired,  what  indignation 
would  not  be  felt  at  such  a  flagrant  abuse 
of   authority  ? — but   the  continuance  of 
such  injustice  during  all  the  lives  of  thoo- 
sands  who  are  made  the  victims  of  it, 
passes  almost  unnoticed  when  the  aceoe  is 
removed  to  so  great  a  idistance  from  os. 

The  punishment  of'  transportation  has 
indeed  been  sometimes  considered  i»  one^ 
of  no  great  severity,  and  I  have  been  very- 
sorry  to  hear  it  so  represented  by  those  on 
whom  the  inflicting  it  depends.     It  b,  in- 
deed, often  inflicted  at  the  quarter  ses* 
sions,  for  petty  larcenies,  not  attended 
with  any  circumstances  of  aggravation ;  it 
is  sometimes  inflicted  on  boys  at  a  ytry 
early  age,  merely  as  the  means  of  sepa- 
rating them  effectually  fromihe  bad  con* 
nections  they  may  have  formed  at  home. 
It  were  much  to  be  wished,  that  those 
who  consider  transport&ition  in  this  light, 
would  impose  upon  themselves  the  duly 
of  reading  Mr.  CoUins's  history  of  the 
settlement,  that  they  might  acquire  a  just 
notion  of  all  the  complicated  hardships 
and  sufferings  'to  which  transported  con* 
\ict8  are  exposed. 

I  have  touched  only  on  a  few  of  the 
evils  of  this  species  of  punishment,  and  it 
is  because  I  enlarged  so  fully  before  on 
many  others  that  I  pass  them  over  now. 
No  person,  surely,  who,  has  reflected  oo 
this  subject,  can  doubt  that  it  is  expedient 
to  try  some  other  mode  of  poAishroenL 
That  of  the  penitentiary  houses  can,  in- 
deed, hardly  be  called  an  experiment;  it 
has  already  bean  tried^  and  overy  where 
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Tvith  saccess.  We  are  not  only  informed 
oL  the  good  effects  pf  it  in  the  states  of 
North  America,  where  it  has  been  adopt- 
ed^ bat  vf^  have  seen  them  in  several  parts 
of  England,  and  in  the  instances  of  those 
penitentiary  houses  which  the  secretary 
for  Ireland  lately  mentioned  in  this  House. 
Too  much  praise,  indeed,  cannot  be  given 
to  the  Irish  gorernment,  for  the  attention 
they  hare  paid  to  this  subject,  and  the 
most  sanguine  could  not  have  hoped  for 
greater  success  than  has  attended  their 
exertions.  It  is  earnestly  to  be  wished 
that  their  example  may  be  followed  by 
his  Majesty's  ministers  here.— He  con- 
cluded by  moving,  "  That  an  humble  Ad* 
dress  be  presented  to  his  Majesty,  that  his 
Majesty  would  be  graciously  pleaded  to 
give  directions  for  carrying  into  execution 
so  much  of  the  act  of  the  1 9th  of  the  King, 
eh  titled,  '  An  act  to  explain'  and  amend 

*  the  laws  relating  to  the  transportation, 
'  imprisonment,  and  other  punishment  of 
'  certain  ofienders,^  as  relates  to  peniten- 
tiary houses,  and  for  carrying  into  exe- 
tion  the  act  of  the  34>th  of  the  King,  en- 
titled, '  An  act  for  erecting  a  penitentiary 
'  house  or  houses  for  confining  and  em- 

•  ploying  convicts/  " 

Mr.  Secretary  Ryder,  Sir,  I  concur  so 
much  in  the  genera)  principles  laid  down 
upon  the  subject  of  penitentiary  houses, 
that  I  feel  it  necessary  to  state,  that  I  can- 
not bat  agree  in  the  motion  of  my  learned 
friend.  At  the  same  time  I  am  sorry  that 
my  learned  friend  has  brought  this  sub- 
ject before  the  House  ^t  a  time  whien  some 
gentlemen  did  entertain  a  hope  that  at 
this  late  period  of  the  session  it  would  not 
have  been  agitated,  and  particularly  be- 
came the  House  was  not-  in  possession  of 
such  satisfactory  information  as  would 
enable  it  to  form  a  competent  opinion 
upon  this  subject.  There  are  other  addi- 
tional reasons  which  incline  me  to  think 
that  this  is  a 'season  extremely  inauspici- 
ous for  the  entertainment  of  this  question. 
An  hon.  and  learned  gent,  who  has  ap- 
plied himself  most  laboriously  to  the  con- 
sideration 9f  this  subject,  and  from  whom 
the  House  may  derive  the  most  important 
information,  not  having  yet  made  any 
communication  to  me  upon  it,  I  am  ex- 
tremely anxious  for  the  assistance  he  is  so 
well  able  to  give  me  before  I  can  form  my 
determinate  opinion.  I  am  the  more  anxi- 
ous to  haTe  a  communication  with  sir 
George  Paul,  the  learned  and  hon.  gent, 
to  whom  I  allude,  and  also  with  another 
hon.  baronet,  a  member  of  this  Hoose«  be- 


cause  I  am  ^iven  to  understand  that  the 
result  of  their  labours  has  been,  to  ascer- 
tain that  the  plan  for  erecting  penitentiary 
houses,  as  described  in  the  19th  and  S4th 
of  the  King,  is  not  only  very  defective, 
but  that  the  state  of  things  at  present  ren- 
ders it  impossible  to  carry  it  mto  execu- 
tion. They,  I  understand,  are  of  opinionj 
that  very  considerable  improvements  may 
be  made  in  the  system '  which  was  then 
adopted.  This  opinion,  2)ir,  will  appear 
the  more  reasonable  and  consistent  when 
we  recollect,  that  the  plan  contained  in 
those  acts  was  that  which  was  first  intro- 
duced by  Mr.  Howard  into  this  country, 
and  that  at  a  time,  too,  when  the  public 
attention  was  not  sufficiently  directed  to 
it;  the  experience  of  subsequent  years 
doubtless  shews  that  some  alteration  is  not 
only  requisite,  but  highly '  necessary.  I 
should  therefore  hope,  that  the  hon.  and 
learned  gent,  would  be  disposed  to  with- 
draw his  motion  for  the  present,  upon  the 
positive  understanding,  that  at  an  early 
period  of  the  next  session  of  Parliament  it 
wotild  be  entertained  in  a  manner  more 
befitting  the  importance  of  the  subject.  I' 
do  think  more  justice  will  be  done  to  it  by 
such  an  arrangement.  We  shall  bo  better 
able  to  compare  the  merits  of  Mr.  How- 
ard'js  system,  with  the  system  adopted  in 
these  acts  of  Parliament.  The  injustice 
with  which  it  must  now  be  treated  would  ' 
be  avoided.  We  shall  then  be  in  posses- 
sion of  die  collective  opinions  of  those  re- 
spectable gentlemen  who  have  directed 
so  much  of  their  time  and  attention  to  its ' 
merits ;  the  House  will  then  be  better  able 
to  see  the  defects  of  the  1 9th  and  34th  of 
the  King;  tbey  will  be  better  able  to' 
jodee  what  alterations  may  be  prudently 
made  in  those  acts ;  and  lastly,  they  will 
be  more  competent  to  forward  the  objects 
of  the  learned  and  hon.  gent.— It  is  no 
very  inconsiderable  object  for  the  House 
to  understand  the  tendency  of  these  acts 
of  Parliament,  as  they  at  present  exist ; 
and  it  is  of  no  less  importance  that  the 
plan  tbey  describe  should  be  most  ma- 
turely considered.  It  is  proposed  by 
these  acts,  to  erect  a  great  penitentiary 
house  in  this' metropolis,  capaoleof  holci- 
ing  from  900  to  1,000  persons,  and  to  be 
enlarged  as  might  be  thought  expedient 
or  necessary.  I  beffeve  that  the  very  erection 
of  such  sbuildingtfstihiswouldcdst  at  least 
1 00,000f.  I  speak  olily  of  my  own  belief;  but, 
leaving  the  subject  of  expence  out  of  the 
question,  it  has  been*  very  much  doubted 
whether  a  penitentiary  hpuse  of  that  siEt, ' 
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member,  boweyer,  who  were  transported, 
^-ere  of  this  description.  la  the  first  em- 
barkations which  took  place,  the  gross  in- 
justice was  Committed  of  not' sending  to 
the  colony  ^  any  account  of  the  peMod  at 

•  which  the  sentences  commenced;  and 
Collins  relates,  that  when  several  convicts 
claimed  their  liberty,  it  wais  necessary  to 
inform  them  that  inquiry  should  be  made 
in  England  of  the  truth  of  their  stateibent, 
bxitthat  they  most  remain  in  bondage  till 
an  answer  was  received  to  the  inquiry, 
which  would  be  at  least  a  year  and  a  hal£^ 
IKiring  the  whole  timejhat  the  colony  has 
existed,  men  have  been  transported,  who, 
at  the  time  when  they  were  embarked  had 
only  a  few  years  to  come'  of  the  time  for 
which  they  were  sentenced. '  It  appears 
by  the  returns  from  the  office  of  the  s^cre- 

'  tary  of  state  now  on  the  table,  that  in 
Jane  1801,  no  fewer  than  40  men  were 
transported,  each  of  whom  had  only  one 
year  of  the  term  of  his  punishment  to 
come  when  he  was  embarked,  and  ten  of 
them  had  dnly  nine  months,  and  this,  al- 
though the  voyage  is  of  nine  months  ;  so 
that  when  they  reached  the  place  ortheir 
punishment,  they  had  by  law  no  punish- 
ment to  suffer. 

It  appears  by  the  same  returns,  that  so 
late  as  in  the  month  of  August  last,  two 
,  men  were  transported,  who  at  the  time  of 
their  being  sent 'out  of  the  country  had 
not  two '  yeajrs  to  come'  of  the  term  of 
their  punishment.  When  these  cases 
were  mentioned  before,  some  gentlemen 
endeavoured  to  account  for  them  by  sup- 
posing that  it  must  have  been  at  the  re- 
quest of  these  convicts  themselves  that 
they  were  transported:  but  I  am  fully 
convinced  that  there  is  no  foundation 
whatever  for  that  suppusition.  The  last 
instances  are^  so  recent,  that^  the  fact 
might  easily  be  ascertained.    The  truth, 

.  I  believe,  is,  that  this  flagrant  injustice  is 
to  be  ascribed  only  to  the  negligencej  but 
a  very  criminal  negligence  it  certainly  is, 
of  those  on  whom  the  execution  of  these 
sentences  depends. 

Indeed,  not  only  with  a  view  to  the 
prosperity  of  the  colony,  but  to  the  jus- 
lice-which  is  due  even  to  convicted  crimi- 
nalsj  none  should  be  transported  to  so  dis- 
tant a  part  of  th^  vvorld  who  are  not  sen- 
tenced to  transportation  for  life, 'unless 
they  were,  at  the  cxpence  of  government, 
brought  back  to  their  country  at  the  ex- 
piration of  the  term  of  their  punishment, 
l^ft  to  get  hack  to  their  native  country  as 
Itiey  can^  their  only  rcsoprce  js  to  work 


their  passage  home  as  sailors  ;  but  this  is 
a  resource  only4br  tbestrongand  healthy. 
Tg  the  sickly,  the  aged,  and  infirm,  the 
sentence, '  which  by  law  is  limited  to  a 
certain  numberofyears,  becomes  in  fact  a 
sentence  for  Jife.  With  women  it  neces- 
sarily becomes  such  a  sentence  in  every 
case ;  and  yet,  from  the  first  adoption  of 
this  system,  there  have  been,  exclusive  .of 
those  who  sailed  a  few  months  ago,  ore 
board  the  Canada  transport,  no  fewer  than 
1, 7 .5 4  women  transported  for  the  term  of 
seven  years  :  1,754  persons,  who,  for  of- 
fences which  the  law  has  declaimed  de- 
served no  severer  punishment  than  trans- 
portation for  seven  years,  have  been  actu. 
ally  transported  for  life,  and  those  of  a 
sex,  which,  if  all  notions  of  justice  wero 
lo  be  disregarded,  might  seem  at  least  de- 
serving of  some  compassion,  if  in  Eng- 
land any  jailor  were  to  presume  to  retain 
a  single  individual  in  prison;  though  but 
*for  a  few  weeks,  after  the  term  of  his  im- 
prisonment had  expired,  what  indignatiork 
would  not  be  felt  at  such  a  flagrant  abuse 
of  authority  ? — but  the  continuance  of 
such  injustice  during  all  the  lives  of  thoa« 
sands  who  are  made  the  victims  of  it^ 
passes  almost  unnoticed  when  the  scene  is 
removed  to  so  great  a  distance  from  us. 

The  punishment  of  transportation  has 
indeed  been  sometimes  considered  its  one 
of  no  great  severity,  and  I  have  been  very 
sorry  to  hear  it  so  represented  by  those  on 
whom  the  inflicting  it  depends.  It  is,  in- 
deed, often  inflicted  at  the  quarter  ses* 
sions,  for  petty  larcenies,  not  attendeil 
with  any  circumstances  of  aggravation ;  it 
is  sometimes  inflicted  on  boys  at  a  very 
early  age,  merely  as  the  means  of  sepa-* 
rating  them  effectually  from  ihe  bad  con- 
nections they  may  have  formed  at  home. 
It  were  much  to  be  wished,  that  those 
who  consider  transportation  in  this  light, 
would  impose  upon  themselves  the  duty 
of  reading  Mr.  Collins's  history  of  the 
settlement,  that  they  miebt  acquire  a  just 
notion  of  all  the  complicated  hardships 
and  sufferings  'to  which  transported  con- 
victs are  exposed. 

I  have  touched  only  on  a  few  of  the 
evils  of  this  species  of  punishment,  and  it 
is  because  I  enlarged  so  fully  before  on 
many  others  that  I  pass  them  over  now. 
No  person,  surely,  who  has  reflected  on 
this  subject,  can  doubt  that  it  is  expedient 
to  try  some  other  mode  of  puAishment. 
That  of  the  penitentiary  houses  can,  in- 
deed, hardly  be  called  an  experiment ;  it 
has  already  be«D  triedj  and  every  where 
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Tanced  wofat  as  to  get  their  plan  embodied 
in  an  act  of  partiameivt,  we  are  now  do* 
ft'tred  in  a  feiare  aeasieii  of  parltameat  to 
begin  agaio»  and  to  tend  the  •abject  for 
conskieratian  to  a  cenmittee :   the  com* 
mittee*  after  Bonie  mature  reflection,  and 
nrach  tine  spent,  may  make  their  report; 
they  may  recommend  a  plan  which  may 
appear  to  them  more  perfect  limn  this,  in 
tihe  coone  of  some  yean  we  may  perhaps 
hope  to  hare  another  act  passed,  and  when 
that  act  -hail  remained  miezecnted  as  this 
has  ddno,  we  shall  be  jnst  where  we  now 
are,  and  soim  member  may  hereafter  be 
reqmrtng  the  Honte,  as  I  now  am,  to  de* 
aire  the  ^execution  of  the  lew  they  have 
made ;  and  this  coarse  is  recommended  to 
ns  as  the  means  of  gaining  time.     I  can- 
not bat  think  that  it  would  occasion  a 
great  ioss  of  time,    if  the  address  b  car- 
ried, and  efi^tual  steps  are  taken   for 
erectiog  the  pesritentiary   honses,   still 
there  wiH  be  time  enoogh  before  they 
are  completed  to  pass  akiy  ads  in  the 
ceorse  of  the  next  sessions,  which  may 
be  thought  to  Improve  the  syMem.    But 
lay  learned  fHend,  the  solicitor-genera), 
ttt  suggested  that  the  committee  might 
iaqinre  into  the  state  ^  oar  jails,  and  the 
fmproveftmnts  10  be  made  tn  them,  and 
that  both  objects  may  be  accomplished 
at  the  aame  fidm^     t  cannot  but  think 
that  by  parsaiog  these  different  bbjecte  at 
fhe  same  timev  ^<^  ^<*e  likely  "not  to  ac^ 
;eoBf plish  either  ^f  them,  and  that  after  a 
^great  d^alof  thne  has  been  occapied,  the 
itMieeT  will,   ftH>m    our  aUempting  tdo 
tiiQch  at  once,  bb  likely  16  ftiU  asaio  mto 
tieghect,  and  to  be  fok*gotten,  as  has  hap- 
ji^ed  before.    Notwithstanding  what  h«i 
wen  said  of  the  state  of  the  prisoners  on 
board  the  hulks,  I  am  sttll  conrinced  that 
Ibe  evils  which  "attend  that  ftpecies  of 
punlkhment,  for  surpass  any  advantages 
■that  may  bt  supposed  to  result  from  them; 
where  prisoners  of  all  descriptions  are 
confined    together,   and     where,    as    is 
-now  the  ease,  boyii  of  15  or  16,  are  com- 
pelled to  be  the  companions  of  the  most 
depraved  and  profligate  of  mankind,  it  is 
fmpoMtble  that  the  worst  consequences 
should  not  Mlo#  to  the  unhappy  Wretches 
.tfho  ai^  aabjecied  to  this  punishment,  as 
well  as  to  the  contonmtty.    With  respect 
fo  solitary  confinement,  I  entirely  concur 
111  Hvhat  lite  been  sfetid  of  it  by  themem- 
W  for  YbrWhire.    I  have  always  thought 
^hat  '<5onfplete  soHtude,  and  without  occu- 
pation of  «ny  Innd,  was  much  too  severe 
a  punishment  to  be  inflicted  for  aay  of- 


fence.  Indeed  one  cannol  but  be  shocked, 
when  one  reflects  upon  the  levity  with 
which  such  punishments  have    of  lata 
3rear8  been  inflicted  in  this  country,  witln 
oat  any  considerations  of  the  effect  which 
it  might  have  upon  the  temper  n>r  disposi^ 
tion  of  the  unhappy  creatnras  who  wens 
doomed  to  endure  it;    I   hav^.   myself  , 
known  instances  some  fiew  years  ago,  of 
persons  who^  for  the  oAnce  of  ottering 
seditious  words,  have,  at  courts  of  quarter 
sessions,  been  sentenced  to  two  yeart  of 
solitary  imnrisonmeni.    It  has  been  justly 
ob«erved|  tnat  those  are  the  best  puni^* 
ments   which  inflict  the  least  safiering 
upon  the  convict,  bat  inspire  the  most 
terror  in  others.     The  punishment  of  soli* 
tary  imprisonment  just  revevse^  this  tule; 
and  no  uneducated  and  tmreflecting  indr^ 
vidnal  can  conceive  before  hand  all  tiie 
horror  of  that  new  mode  of  existence,  by 
which  he  is  suddenlv  eat  off'from  all  thii 
rest  of  mankind,  and  left  in  a  state  of  letal 
silence  and  seclusion.  Inmafty  histances  ii 
11  said  to  have  produced  despair  and  mad* 
ne^ ;  ft  is  a  punishment  loo  easily  abased 
if  ft  be  solely  left  to  the  diacreUon  of  jus* 
Hces  of  the  peace.     Solitary  confinement 
for  very  short  periods,  and  as  a  mode  oF 
compelling  the  motli  hardened  and  daring 
oflenders  'to  submit  to  the  rulta  and  disci^ 
pline  of  thtril*  ptisons^  may,  upon  occasion^ 
and  fbr  very  short  periods,  be  adtahttf- 
^eonsly  resorted  to ;   but  to  make  solltudh 
Itself  a  punishment/aocompanied  with  idhe^ 
jiess,  and  that  for  certain  long  and  definite 
periods  of  time,  cannot  in  my  opinion, 
tmder  any  circumstantes  be  justified.  The 
House  wiFl,  I  hope,  not  think  that  I  am 
trespassing  improperly  on  their  patience^ 
if  I  take  this  opportunity  to  motion,  theft 
lately  persons  have  been  authorised  by 
law  in  this  country,  to  inflict  solitary  < 
hnprisonment    as    a  punishment,  whtire 
a  very    slight,   or    perhaps   no    offence 
at  all,  may  have  been  committed.     An 
act  of  parliament  has  Very  recently  passed 
through  this  and  the  other  House  of  Par- 
liament as  a  private  bill,  and  without  the 
attention  of  any  of  the  members  being 
called  to  it  in  any  of  its  stages,  the  Lam* 
beth  poor  bill,  by  which  power  is  given  tb 
any  one  churchwarden  or  overseer  of  tho 
poor,  to  punish  anr  of  the  paupers  Who 
may  be  maintained  in  the  workhouse,  fdr 
t^e  offtnce  of  proiahe  cursing  or  swearing, 
or  for  using  abusive  language,  or  disobey- 
ing the  i'easonable  commands  of  any  pet* 
soh  ptit  in  authority  over  them,  or  afiy 
other  misbehaviour,  With  torpdral  punim* 
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and  c«lcQlaled  to  hold  thai  numlMr  of  p«F« 
lom »  is  «  good  system ;  and  wbatMr  a 
greater  number  of  penitentiary  houses 
situated  in  di£Rsrent  parts  of  the  country, 
cafuiblf  of  holding  only  a  mnch  smaller 
nuinber  of  persons,  is  not  a  much  more 
eligible  system.  Now,  Sir,  that  is  so  seri- 
ous a  doubt,  and  may  be  supported  by  so 
many  specious  arguments,  that  I  would 
presume  to  suggest  to  my  learned  friend 
the  necessity,  as  well  as  the  prudence^  of 
farther  delay ;  because,  should  these  acts 
be  carried  into  efiect,  without  more  mature 
deliberation,  it  would  not  be,  perhaps, 
hazarding  too  much  to  say,  that  we  blindly 
ran  into  a  plan,  without  considering  what 
we  were  about  to  do.  So  anxious,  there- 
fore,  am  I  to  avoid  the  risk  of  getting  ioto 
a  wroDg  path,  and  of  expending  the  pub- 
lic money  to  disadvantage,  especially  when, 
by  the  short  delay  of  eight  or  nine  months, 
we  may  be  able  to  form  a  better  plan,  and 
upon  principles  more  secure  against  such 
objections,  that  I  think  the  House  would 
act  with  great  imprudence  if  they  adopted 
the  present  motion.  If  my  learned  friend 
would  propose  to  commence  this  system 
upon  a  much  smaller  scale,  there  would 
be  Less  danger  of  falling  into  an  improper 
course ;  at  least,  if  it  failed,  the  loss  would 
i^t  be  so  gFievously  felt :  but  he  must  re- 
collect to  what  evil  be  would  expose  the 
House,  if  a  failure  attended  this  plan, 
when  executed  to  the  fullest  extent. 
Having  erected  a  large  building,  at  an 
epormousexpence  to  the  country,  you  find 
it  does  not  Answer  the  purpose  you  intend- 
ed, and  you  must  therefore  pull  it  down 
again,  f  do  hope  and  trust  that  my 
learned  friend,  in  a  question  of  so  much 
doubt,  will  withdraw  his  motion  for  the 
present  session,  under  the  solemn  assu- 
rance, that  early  in  the  next  1  shall  be  the 
first  to  establish  acommittee  to  take  the  mat- 
ter into  serious  consideration**«-Sir,  with  re- 
«  spect  to  the  hulks,  that  is  a  qai»tion  not  at 
aJl  connected  with  the  subject  under  dis- 
cussion, at  least  with  the  motion  of  the 
honu  and  learned  gentleman.  I  am  there- 
fore little  disposed  to  argue  it,  not  so  much 
on  account  of  the  season  elected  for  its  in- 
tiodoctioi^  as  on  account  of  the  defective 
information  upon  which  we  should  proceed 
to  fonn  a  decided  judgmonl.  I  do  hope, 
liowevec,  that  the  hon.  and  learned  gent 
will,  in  the  course  of  tba  ensoin^  summer, 
take  upon  hioMalf  the  trouble  of  mspectiog 
those  depots,  and  I  am  not  without  hopfs 
that  be  will  find  biioself  doceived  io  the 
•pinion  lie  baa  formed  of  tlMWit    I  ha? e 


always  admitted  that  there  ara^  many  de* 
foots  in  them,  but  they  are  defects  cap^m 
ble  of  being  remedied  by  proper  re^ulft* 
tions;  and  lam  firmly  of  opioio«»  that 
without   theso    objections,    and     oisder 
amended  rules,  it.  is  a  species  of  eataUiab- 
ment  most  desirable  to   be  maintained. 
With  respect  to  the  accounts  thai  my 
learned  firiend  has  received  upon  the  anh- 
ject  of  transportation,  ac^d  into  which  I  do 
not  wish  to  enter,  I  have  made  the  most 
minute  inquiries  as  to  the  truth  of  them, 
and  I  havit  reason  for  thinking  that  they 
are  devoid  of  foundation.    I  speak  thoa 
positively,  because  I  made  it  matter  of 
special  investigation.    There  are  weekly 
accounts  brought  to  my  office  of  the  etate 
of  the  convicts  on  board  the  hulka,  aad 
from  them  I  am  periodically  posaeoaed  of 
the  best  possible  information.    I  can  there- 
fore assure  the  House,  that  the  reporta  to 
which  the  hon.  and  learned  gent,  alludes 
are  totally  unfounded.    With  req^ectto 
the  instances  of  those  persons  who  were 
sent  to  Botany  Bay  for  the  full  period  of 
their  sentence,  after  having  been  confined 
for  two  years  oh  board  the  hulka,  I  have 
also  inquired  into  those  facts,  and  I  find 
that  they  are  exactly  as  stated  by  the  hon. 
and  learned  ^^t. ;  but  upon  further  in- 
vestigation I  had  that  the  conduct  of  those 
two  persons  was  so  bad  and  so  motioous, 
•that  they  were  sent  to  Botany  Bsy,  with 
the  remainder  of  the  crew  on  bcArd  the 
hulk,  who  assisted  in  their  misconduct. 
These  two  instances  are  so  far  certainly 
correct ;  but  the  practice  of  sending  men 
to  Bot^y  Bay,  atter  they  have  been  con- 
fined on  board  the  hulks  for  a  considera- 
ble time,  without  any  remission  of  their 
former  sentence,  is  by  no  means  common. 
The  rule  is  this :  those  sentenced  for  14 
years  and  more  are  generally  sent  to  their 
final  destination;   l^t  those  for  7  years 
are  su&red  to  remain  on  board  the  hulks, 
unless  by  their  misconduct  it  be  deemed 
necessary  to  send  them  off  also.    But  the 

general  rule  is  to  keep  them  on  board  the 
ulks.  Upon  this  subject,  however,  I  sn- 
ticipato  that  the  hon.  and  learned  gent., 
after  inspecting  the  hulks,  will  form  a 
very  fovoorable  opinion,  at  least  very  dif- 
ferent firom  that  which  he  now  eateitaios. 
Sir,  with  the  general  principles  laid  down 
by  the  hon.  and  learned  gent  upon  the 
subject  of  penitentiary  boosesi,  I  ptriactly 
agree,  and  I  foel  so  niendly  to  the  mea- 
sure, that  my  cordial  support  shall  net  be 
wanting  to  iu  attainmoot  early  in  thoaaxi 
session^ 
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Mr.  illifttowiy,^Biri  I  ftcl  tim  Icui 
«(di  no  obierfation  to  the  spoecb  of  Ay 
hon.  and  letnied  fKoiid»  whtdi  «om 
more  ttrongly  impreM  upon  the  HOMe  the 
WMdom  waA  exfrniency  of  the  metiare 
which  be  has  brouf^t  under  their  conii* 
deration.  I  am  desiroas,  howet^r,  of  ex* 
pressing  my  iotire  and  coidial  concnr^ 
rence*  not  only  on  the  particniar  course 
which  has  been  panned  on  ibit  occasion 
by  my  hon.  friend,  but  also  in  those  prifr* 
ciples  upon  which  he  has  recommended 
the  adoption  of  the  measure  to  the  Honse. 
I  rejoice  also  to  find  that  the  principles 
which  haTe  been  stated  by  my  hon.  friend 
have  met  with  the  approbation  of  the  ririit 
hon.  gent' who  has  jast  sat  down ;  aid  I 
have  only  to  regret  that  he  does  not  sop- 
port  the  principles  of  which  he  approves^ 
by  votins  for  the  motion  of  my  hon.  friend. 
It  the  object  of  the  present  motion  had 
been  to  introduce  any  sadden  or  violent 
change  in  the  law,  or  to  introduce  a  new 
mode  of  pouishment,  there  might  then  haye 
been  some  foundation  for  the  objections 
which  have  been  urged  by  the  right  hon. 
gent.  But^  on  the  contrary^  the  present 
viotion  proceeds  upon  prmctples  w)|ich 
have  been  already  discussed  and  adopted, 
and  calls  upon  the  House  to  stimolate  the 
executive  government  to  ^ive  efihct  to  a 
law  which  has  received  the  sanction  of 
this  and  the  other  House  of  parliament, 
and  which  hastoo  kyoe  remained  dormant 
in  the  stat^ute  book.  Under  such  circum* 
stances,  it  is  impossible  to  charge  the  hon. 
mover  with  precipitancy,  or  with  rashfy 
attempting  to  introduce  mnovations  in  the 
law,  and  it  wrould  be  Idle  to  postpone  the 
motion,  as  has  been  suggested,  imtil  a 
committee  could  be  appointed,  and  the 
lesult  of  their  laboun  reported  to  the 
House.  For  what  beneDt  could  be  ex- 
pected eo  result  from  the  appointment  etf 
mch  a  comnntiee  ?  Is  it  likely  thst  any 
new  facu  couM  be  disclosed,  or  any  new 
principles  be  eoggested  winch  were  Mt 
vttown  to,  or  considered  by  the  House  stt 
the  time "  the  law,  to  which  it  is  now 
Wished  to  give  tSkci,  was  paused.  We 
How  know,  from  the  very  fall  and  aAisfac- 
tory  statement  which  was  made  on  a  for- 
mer night  by  the  right  hon.  the  secretary. 
4br  Ireland,  that  the  most  beneficial  efiecui 
have  molted  from  the  establishment  in^ 
Ireland  of  a  Peoitentiafyflousewpon  apian 
eimifar  to  that  which  is  now  reoommendad. 
Tbe  punishment  of  transpoitaiion  to  New 
Soutb  Wales  is  now  carried  to  so  gresft  an 


<|ueiitly  eent  there  In  the  ooorsa  of  a  year ; 
and  we  all  know  the  obiections  to  that 
mode  of  punishment,  both  as  it  respects 
the  situation  of  the  delinquents  befbra. 
they' leaf e  this  country,  and  after  they 
reach  the  place  of  their  destination*    The 

3«estion,  in  so  fcr  as  it  lemcts  the  con* 
ition  of  criminals  befbrs  tney  leave  thi» 
country,  does  not  tom,  as  the  right  hofl. 
gem.  seems  to  suppose,  entiiefy  on  the 
manner  in  which  the  hulks  are  now 
conducted,  but  on  the  objections  to  that 
mode  of  puniitanent,  even  supposing -it  tn 
be  well  regulated.  Fbr  the  indiscriml* 
Bale  mixture  of  criminals  of  all  descrip* 
tlons  and  characters,  of  old  and  young  of- 
fenders, which  is  80  much  more  likely  to 
corrupt  the  least  abandoned,  than  to  re* 
fonn  the  most  profligate,  is,  of  itself,  ,a  ra- 
dical objection  to  the  system  of  the  hulks. 
It  is  on  this  account,  therefore,  that  I  can- 
not concur  with  the  right,  hon.  gent,  in 
thinking,  that  we  oaght  to  discuss  the  pre* 
sent  motion  without  any  reference  to  the 
effects  resulting  from  sending  crimhiab 
on  board  the  hulks.  It  appean  too,  from 
the  returns  on  the  table,  that  each  indiTi- 
doal  who  is  sentenced  to  be  transported  to 
Botany  Bar*  remvns  for  a  great  length 
of  time  en  hoard  the  huHcs,  before  an  op- 
portunity of  transporting  htm  occurs ;  and 
there  are  ev^  instances  in  which  scarco^ 
a  year  of  the  period  of  banishment  n-u  un- 
expired at  the  time  of  thexrhninal's 
leaving  this  country.  If  such  inconve* 
niences  are  inseparable  from  the  punish* 
ment  of  transportation  when  carried  to  its 
present  extent,  it  becomes  the  indispen- 
sable doty  of  the  executive  government, 
and  of  tkte  Icgi^atore,  to  concur  in  substi<« 
totiog  a  mode  ofponhfcment  vrhich  is  nol 
lisMe  to  diese  fiital  objections ;  and  none 
better  that  that  which  is  recommended  by 
the  present  qiodon  has  been  soggested.  ,  If 
the  object  of  my  hon.  friend's  motion  bed 
been  to  aboMsh  altogether  the  punishment 
of  trsnspoitation  to  Botany  Bay,  I  should 
have  hesitated  before  I  gave  my  vote  ift 
euppoit  of  such  a  measure,  but  when 
we  recollect  that  the  comforts  and  enjoy- 
ments of  a  criminal;  on  his  arrivail  In  Bo- 
tany Bay,  are  regulated*  net  by  the  na* 
tore  of  the  offence  of  which  tie  has  been 
guilty,  but  the  trade  which  he  has  followed 
when  in  England  ;  for  it  is  well  known 
that  evevy  offender  on  his  arrival  is  exa- 
mined, not  as  to  the  natnre  of  his  crime, 
but  as  to  his  powers  of  administering  to 
the  wants  and  necessities  of  the  colony. 
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Tenial  offenct^aQd  to  the  commission  of 
which  he  may  have  been  instigated  by  the 
tujferings  of  a  starving  family,  is  neglected 
and  left  to  straggle  with  all  the  difficul- 
ties of  the  situation,  because  he  is  not  pos- 
sessed of  the  means  of  administering  to 
the  wants  and  comforts  of-  others ;  while 
the  most  hardened  oiTender,  because  he 
can  render  himself  useful  to  the  colony, 
is  indulged  with  his'  freedom,  and  is  ena- 
bled to  command  all  the  coni^eniencies 
and  luxuries  of  the  place.     If  to  those 
considerations  we  add  the  suffering  in  the 
hulks,    the   inconveniencies   of    a    long 
voyage,  and  die  difficulty  of  returning 
after  the  expiration  of  the  period  of  banish- 
ment, the  House  must  perceive  how  desi- 
rable it  is,  that  the  numbor  of  persons  trans- 
ported, should  at  least  be  limited,  and  some 
other  punishment  substituted,  which  is  not 
liable  to  such  irresistible  objections,  and 
which  holds  out  more  flattering  prospects 
of  reforming  the  morals,  and  meliorating 
the  future  condition  of  minor  delinouents. 
The  c^e  indeed  of  the  women  wno  are 
transported  to  Botany  Bay  is  peculiarly 
hard,   and  calls  most  loudly  for  imme- 
diate redress,  for  no' provision  being  made 
by  the  public  for  the  return  of  culprits 
when  tne  period  of  their  banishment  is 
arrived,  the  men  can  only  return  to  their 
native  country  by  workmg  their  passage 
home  \   and  this,  the  only  'means  of  re- 
turn, is  impossible  for  the  unfortunate  fe- 
males.    It  is  obvious  therefore,  that  the 
punishment  of  those  who  are  afterwards  to 
be  thrown  back  upon  society,  ought  to  be 
such  as  is  calculated  to  confirm  them  in 
habits  of  industry,  and  to  reform  their 
morals ;  and  these  objects  are  very  rarely 
attained  by  confinement   on  board  the 
hulks,  or  by  transportation  to  Botany  Bay ; 
and  theremre  it  is  that  I  feel  so  desirous 
that  no  time  should  be  lost  in  adopting  the 
motion  of  my  lion,  and  learned  friend. 
The  right  hon.  gent,  has  objected  to  the 
extent,  size,  and  scale  of  the  penitentiary 
house  which  is  directed  by  the  Act  of  Par- 
liament to  whioh  the  present  motion  refers. 
But  the  right  hon.  geht.  must  feel  that  it 
is  for  the  principle  only  that  we  contend, 
and  if  the  objections  of  the  right  hon.  gent, 
are  well  founded,  there  can  be  no  diffi- 
culty in  inducing  the  House  to  amend  or 
alter  tlie  dct  in  such  manner  as  may  ren« 
der  it  most  likely  to  attain  the  beneficial 
and  important  ol^ects  it  has  in  view.    All 
we  ask  is,  that  the  executive  government 
will  make  a  beginning,  and  in  this,  as 
in  all  other  similar  cases,  much  may  be 


expected  from  observation  and  experience. 
The  principles  of  my^  hon.  friend  seem  to 
be  generally  approved,  they  have  been 
sanctioned  by  former  parliaments,  and.  we 
are  now  enabled  to  add  the  result  of  prac* 
tical  experience  in  Ireland ;  and  *  it  is  for 
these  reasons  that  I  shall  give  my  most 
cordial  support  to  the  present  motion. 

Mr.  .J^a^Afirsf.— -Sir,  although  I   am  of 
opinion,  and  I  am  sure  many  other  men»- 
bers  go  along  with  me  in  the  same   scnti- 
meiit,  that  the  system   proposed    is   one 
which  must  be  attended  with  many  most 
important  advantages,  y^et  there  are  one  or 
two  considerations  which  induce    me   to 
think  that  the  House  would  do  well  in  not 
carrying  this  motion  in  the  present  sessioa 
of  parliament.     For  my  own  part,  I  have 
had  no  opportunity  of  wimessmg  the  ef- 
fects of  the  system,  although  I  am '  dis-     | 
posed  to  believe  that  many  great  benefits     ■ 
may  result  from  it.    I  feel,  however,  that 
it  becomes  us,  as  guardians  of  the  public 
purse,  to  see  what  risk  we  shall  be  likely 
to  run  in  seeking  that  advantage ;  and  I 
am  not  clearly  satisfied  that  it  is  not  too 
much  to  call  upon  us  to  run  at  once  ioio 
an  undertaking,  without  well  considering 
the  reasons  for  what  we  do ;  nor  am  I  less 
certain,  in  my  own^mind^  that  we  should 
be  acting  wisely,  in  calling  upon  the  exe- 
cutive jgovemment  to  lay  out  a  lam  som 
of  the  public  money  upon  a  plan,  the  ad- 
vantages of  which  are  in  a  great  degree 
problematical.    A  right   hon.   gent  has 
hinted  the  idea  of  referring  the  matter  to 
the  consideration  of  a  committee.  For  my 
own  part  I  do  not  think  that  such  a  pro- 
ceeding would  be  liable  to  the  objectios 
which  the  hon.  and  learned  gent,  who 
last  spoke,  seemed  to  anticipate.     I  really 
think  it  is  the  most  eligible  step  the  Houst 
could  take  in  forwarding  the  object  of  the 
hon.   and  learned  gent,  who  introdoced 
this  motion.    A  tommittee  possesses  ad- 
vantages which   the  House  collectively 
does  not.    In  a  committee,  the  details  of 
the  plan  may  be  more  amply  discussed. 
If  there  be  any  defect  in  the  plan  de- 
scribed by  these  acts,  the  committee  caa 
remedy  them,  and  produce  for  the  final 
consideration  of  the  House  a  system  more 
perfect,  or,  at  least,  less  objectionable  thap 
the  plan  at  present  proposed.    Certainly, 
it  appears  to  me,  that,  in  the  present  state 
of  the  subject,  uninformed  as  the  House  is 
upon  the  particular  merits  of  this  plan, 
and  having .  before  it  no  materials  opon 
which  it  can  come  to  a  satisfactory  juilg* 
ment,  it  is  quite  knpossible.to  gire  effect 
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to  the  motion  of  the  boo.  and  learned  gent. 
It  seems  to  be  a  matter  of  doubt  and  un- 
certainty, even  with  those  who  are  best 
informed  on  the  subject^  whether  large  or 
small  Penitentiary  Houses  would  be  the 
most  eligible;  and  surely,!  may  venture 
to  say,  that  it  is  of  somesmall  consequence 
to  the  House  whether  it  exfiends  20,000/. 
or  200,000/.    They  will  pause,  1  hope,  be- 
fore they  suffer  a  question,  so  little  de- 
fined, to  depend  upon  the  mere  judgment 
of  the  executive  government.    It  is  im- 
portant, I  think  also,  for  us  to  know,  be- 
fore we  trust  so  large  a  sum  of  money  in 
their  hands,  to  what  extent  it  is  to  be  ap- 
plied.   With  respect  to  the  (an  of  the 
bon.  and  learned  gent,  for  the  contlnoation 
of  the  mischiefs  already  complained  of, 
until  next  session  of  parliament,  by  not 
agreeing  to  this  motion,  I  dp  not  see  the 
misfortune  in  the  same  light  which  he 
seems  to  do.     The  circucustance  of  this 
motion  being  agreed  to  will  not  lessen  the 
uumber  of   transporiatiohs,  nor  will   its 
rejection  accumulate  any  heavier  misfor- 
tunes on  the  heads  of  thoce  who  are  now 
subject  to  the  present  system.    An  Ad- 
dress to  his  Majesty,  praying  his  Majesty 
will   be  graciously    pleased   to  give  di- 
rections to  carry  into  ei&ct  the  1 9th  and 
34th  of  the  King,  will  in  no  degree  operate 
in  stopping  a  single  transportation,  which 
may  be  deemed  necessary  in  the  course  of 
that  short  interval.     Sir,  in  every  point 
of  view  in  which  i  consider  this  subject, 
I  do  think  it  is  too  much  to  call  upon  the 
-  King's  ministers,  in  the  present  state  of 
things  to  do  this,  especially  after  the  rea- 
sonable, and,  1  should   consider,  satisfac- 
tory pledge  given.     It  is  a  positive  as* 
surance,  that,  early  in  the  next  session  of 
parliament  the  subject  will  be  taken  up 
with  the  utmost  seriousness  and  delibera- 
tion.   But  though  I  am  aware  that  fur- 
ther delay  is  necessary,  I  am  not  insensi- 
ble to  the  imprudent  remissness  of  go- 
vernment in  suffering  a  plan   like  this, 
which  I  must  assume  to  beeligible  in  prin- 
ciple, to  lie  dormant  on  the  statute  book 
for  upwards  of  thirty  years.     I  should  ex- 
tremely lament  being  the  instrument  of 
causing  a  longer  postponement  of  this  im- 
portant subject  opon  any  frivolous  grounds, 
but  I  see  so  many  serious  reasons  for  jus- 
tifying me  in  the  opposition  I  now  give, 
that  1  think  apology  is  hardly  necessary. 
The  pledge  given  by  his  Majesty's  minis- 
ters to  take  this  qnestion  into  serious  con- 
sideration early  in  the  next  session,  is  so 
utiifaetory  a  reason  to  my  mind  why  the 
veu  XVII. 


subject  should  not  now  be  pressed^  that  I 
cannot  give  my  assent  to  the  motion  of 
the  hon.  and  learned  gent. 

Mr.  Wilherforce  said,  he  hoped,  that 
while  this  subject  was  now  before  the 
House^  he  might  be  permirted  to  say  a 
few  words,  without,  however,  uny  disposi- 
tion, on  his  part,  unnecessarily  to  lengthen 
the  debate.  There  was  no  man  who  more 
deeply  lamented  than  he  did,  that  a  mea- 
sure like  this,  which  promised  so  many 
advantages  to  society,  should  have  re- 
mained for  such  a  scries  of  years,  a  mere 
dead  letter  on  the  Statute  Book.  He  was 
sorry  for  the  credit  of  parliament,  that  the 
motion  of  his  hon.  and  learned  friend, 
which  contained  so  severe  a  reproach  on 
its  character,  was  but  too  well  justified. 
Really,  Sir,  said  he,  when  I  reflect  that  the 
legislature  has  had  before  its  eyes,  for  so 
many  years  not  only  an  opportunity  of 
witnessing  the  ilisadvantages  of  the  pre*" 
sent  system,  but  of  scarcely  avoiding  the 
knowledge  of  its  glaring  defects,  without 
resorting  to  some  measure  of  reformation, 
I  can  express  myself  only  in  terms  of 
wonder  and  surprise.  Although  I  am  jus- 
tified perhaps,  in  addressing  you.  Sir,  in 
the  tone  which  I  now  do,  by  the  apparent 
failure  of  pailiamcnt  in  the  execution  of 
its  duly,  I  must  not,  therefore,  lose  sight  of 
any  circumstance  of  extenuation  which 
might  remove  so  unfavourable  an  imprea* 
sion  of  its  character.  1  know  it  has  oc- 
curred to  the  good  sense  and.  discernment 
of  many  members  of  this  House,  that  some 
plan  for  the  employment  of  the  convicts, 
and  those  persons  punishable  with  impri- 
sonment, or  some  other  regulation  to  pre- 
vent the  necessity  of  sending  so  many  in- 
dividuals to  New  South  Wales,  was  an  ob- 
ject most  anxiously  fo'be  wished.  Indeed, 
so  much  was  this  subject  thought  of,  and 
so  near  was  the  plan  to  its  execution,  that 
a  piece  of  ground  was  actually  purchased 
on  which  it  was  intended  to  erect  a  build* 
ing,  and  the  sum  of  20»000/.  was  spent  in 
forwarding  its  completion.  This  did  en- 
courage in  me  hopes  that  it  would  have 
been  carried  into  execution,  not  so  much 
on  account  of  the  comparatively  trifling 
expence  of  its  maintenance,  which  in  the 
present  times  is  a  matter  of  no  small  im- 
portance,  when  compared  with  tlie  annoal 
charge  there  is  upon  the  country  in  sup- 
porting^ our  colony  in  New  South  Wales, 
but  as  the  beginnme  of  a  system  which 
promised  so  many  important  advantages 
to  the  nation  at  large.  If  we  vranted  ar- 
gument, in  addition  to  tho  encouraging 
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prospect  the  system  itself  holds  out,  let  us 
look  to  the  effect  of  it  upon  the  happi- 
ness of  the  difierent  countries,  i^heteiti  it 
has  received  encourage nyie'nt.     If  we  wish 
to  consult  economy,  if  we  wish  to  resort 
fo  a. plan  whicu  should  reduce  the  ex  pence 
of  supporting  those  whose  vices  point  out 
the  necessity  of  their  removal  from  ho- 
nest society,   that  advantage  will  be  se- 
cured by  this  system.     But  that,  though 
of  some  consequence,  is  secondary  to  the 
Other  good  consequences  which  must  fol- 
low in  the  tr^ain  of  such  an  institution. 
The  great  and  cardinal  excellence  of  this 
system,  is  to  restore  to  society  the  unhappy 
wretch,  whose  vices  have  brought  him  to 
premattire  ignominy  and  disgrace.    This 
great  end  is  to  be  ootained  by  the  disci- 
pline which  he  is  to  undergo  while  con- 
fined in  the  penitentiary-house.  Religious 
instruction,  and  moral  precept,  are  to  be 
applied  to  restore  his  mind  fo  a  sense  of 
shame  "and  repentance  for  his  past  con- 
ddct.    Whilst  in  this  state  of  progressive 
reformation,  he  is  taught  useful  employ- 
ftfents,  90  that  when  he  is  again  restored  to 
society  he  may  not  relapse  into  bis  for- 
tner  vices  for  the  want  of  means  by  which 
he  can  eafn  an  honest  livelihood.     Dtiring 
his  continuance  in  this  asylum,  "he  is  kept 
ii-ptirt  from  the  contamination  of  a  society 
worse  than  himself.  A  portion  of  his  earn- 
ings are  to  be  laid  tip  for  tiis  use  when  he 
is  discharged  fVofm  the  house;  end  when 
that  event  takes  place,  he  gees  forth,  not 
fk^  mliny  persons  do,  who  are  desirous  of 
altering  a  vicious  course  of  life,  without 
character  to  recommend  them  to  honest 
employment,  but  he  goes  out   into  the 
world  recommended,  and  not  Without  a 
provision  for  his  immediMe  subsistence. 
But  the  advantages  of  this  institution  do 
not  rest  here.    The  ignorant  and  unin- 
formed are  instructed  in  sach  rudimients 
of  education  as  may  be  useful  to  them  in 
forwarding  their  views  in  life.    They  are 
taught  to  read  and  to  write,  and  are  in- 
,  etructed  in  all  knowledge  which  may  be 
necessary  to  persons  in  that  situation  of 
•life,  ^  That  such  a  plan  as  this  should  have 
Remained  so  long  ii|>on  yvur  statute  book. 
•with  only  one  feel-n*  :)Ctempt  to  revive  it, 
tit  the  end  of  1 6  yars,  is,  I  own,   a  sur- 
prising instance  of  the  rijmissness  of  par- 
liament.    Howerer  I  am  satisfied  that  the 
delay  has  in  no  degree  arisen  from  any 
idea  that  this  plan  was  impracticable,  but 
in     eonsequen<5e    of    a  difficultjf    as  to 
the  spot  most  eligible  for  carrying  the 
plan  into  execution,    tn  the  warmth  of 


the  discussion  excfied  by  \Mkh,  th^   thing 
went  by,  and  the  plah  ^as,if  flat  forgot- 
ten, at  least  dropt  without  atiy  straggle. 
Other  objects  soon  exciiaed  the  t>«blic  at- 
tention, and  the  peniterlttwy-fcotises  were 
forgotten.  Nok,  hoWevcr,  tfcat  the  subject 
is  again  revived,  I  hope  we  ihall  bear  of 
no  unnecessary  difficulties  to  preTent  its 
adoption,  and  that  the  hon.  md  leani^ 
gent,  wbo  has  taken  upon  himself  the 
trouble  of  bringing  it  forward,  will   not 
lightly  give  op  so    meritorioQs    a   task. 
Much  has  been  said   by  my  bon.  an^ 
learned  friend  in  deprecation  of  the  93^stem 
of  transporting  persons  for  a  limited  nam- 
ber  of  years  to  Botany  Bay.    I  cmter  most 
cordially  into  bis  views  upon  this  subject 
The  impolicy  as  well  as  the  impropriety 
of  tnmsporting  persons  for  a  gtveii  nam- 
ber  of  years,  i&ppears  to  me  so  manifest, 
that  I  wonder  this  consideration  alone  has 
not  excited  the  attention  of  the  lesislaten 
to  so  important  a  subject,  and  indaoed  an 
anxiety  to  adopt  some  measure  upon  the 
principle  6f  thd   penitentiary-house.     I 
think.  Sir,  that  if  the  ponishtneat  of  trant. 
portation  is  a  necessary  measure  of  seve- 
rity, it  should  be  for  the  whole  of  the  con- 
vict'^  life :   because  when  the  unfortunate 
persdh  reaches  bis  destination,  and  knows 
that  be  can  nei^er  return  to  his  native 
country,  he  makek  up  his  mind  to  bts  /ale. 
Cut  off  from  those  vicious  connections 
with  whom  he  had  been  tLCCUStomed  to  as- 
sociate, bis  mind,  if  it  be  at  all  ^^\  dis* 
posed,  natural fy  turns  tstelf  to  honest  em- 
ployment.  He  feels  that  he  is  now  placed 
in  a  situation,  where,  if  he  be' industrious 
and  virtuously  disposed,  he  will  teceit^ 
encouragement ;    and  he  feels  a  natmil 
desire  to  reform  his  bad  habits,  sensibk 
that  it  is  the  only  way  he  can  acquire  a 
character,  or  ever  bope  to  rise  in  the  esti- 
mation of  society.      But  the  man  who  is 
transported  only  for  a  few  years,  and  dis- 
satisfied  languishes  for  the  expiration  of 
that  term,  which  will  free  bim  from  hh 
tmpiisonmeot.     Every  act  of  duly  oref 
expiation  imposed  upon  him,  he  executes 
with  murmuring  and  discontent,  and  looks 
only  to  the  day  of  his  departure.     Af^er 
these  few  observations  with  Which  I  hat^ 
troubled  the  House,  I  shall  only  add  (hat, 
recollecting  how  frequently  this  pi  to  has 
been  near  to  maturity,  and  not  discovering 
any  necessity  for  further  delay,  I  shall 
support  the  motion. 


The  Solicitor  Gfn^o/.— Sir ;  I  an  ex- 
tremely happy  to  find,  that  We  differ  only 
in  the  mode  in  which  wcahaU  cany  into 
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e«eim!!MM»  f  pl<M»,  the  p^kf^ipto  of  wV^b  U 
mdmittec)  to  ba  ffood;  iuia  cfnaialy  far 
my  QWAp#irty  iftE^  Hou^o  was  called  upon 
W  adopt  Que  pkm  io  pref^erence  to  another, 
a*  beUor  calculated  to  car?y  the  principle 
into  efiiaotA  I  ibooVi  giye  i^Js  plan  niy  ini* 
siediate  vid  cordial lupport.    I  think  with 
oay  learned  friend,  that  it  is  a  great  re* 
pfoach  to  the  legislature,  that  tl^y  have 
paid  so  little  attention  to  this  subject.  Un- 
doubtedly the  mvde  of  punithment  now 
almost  uiii?er8^1y  adapted,  is  not  calcic 
lated  to  produce  on  the  mind  of  the  of- 
feeder,  any  sense  of  his  disgracefyl  situa? 
tiaa«  or  to  amend  his  habits.     If  there  be 
ft  chance  of  producing  this  sood— tbe  ex- 
cellent principle  upon  which  the  peniten- 
tiary houses  are  founded,  is  that  by  which 
it  is  to  be  accomplLibed.    The  profpecu  it 
bolds  out  are  flattering  and  pleasing.     If 
it  is  possible  to  reform  the  bad  babits  of 
men,  and  to  restore  them  to  a  sense  of 
shame,  the  principles  of  this  system  seem 
above  all  others  the  best  calculated  to  at- 
tain that  desirable  end.      If  it  \%  possible 
to  point  out  a  mode  of  practical  reform, 
by  which  you  can  restore  to  society  a  class 
of  men,  whose  services,  according  to  the 
old  sysum,  have  been  utterly  lost  to  the 
public,  the  mode  now  under   discussion 
seems  to  be  the  wisest  and  the  .most  per- 
fect  that   human  wisdom  can  suggest. 
I  many  years  ago  had  an  opportunity  of 
witnessing  the  good  effecto  of  this  system, 
in  the  county  of  Oxford,  where  it  was  hrtt 
adopted,  and  w|^ere  its  beneficial  effects 
were  immediately  fell^ra  great  and  im- 
portant change  took  place  in  the  criminal 
jurisdiction  of  that  county,  and  the  cata- 
logue of  ofienceswas  immodiately  reduced. 
Men  who  were  before  for  ever  lost  to  sor 
ciety,  were  now  restored  to  their  country, 
and  to  their  friends.    Instead  of  spending 
.idle,  unprofitable,  and  in£»mons  lives  in 
prisons;  instead  of  soSecing  the  early  seeds 
of  vice  to  be  nurtured  into  hs^rdened  and 
de^rate  villainy,  they  were  confined  in 
a  sitoation,  where  they  were  classed  ac- 
cording to  their  respective  offences— the 
comparatively  venial  were  kept  to  them- 
selves, and  all  communication  with  the 
most  depraved  and  wicked  was  immedi- 
atelv  snapended.  Their  time  was  rendered 
profitable,  not  only  to  themselves,  but  to 
the  ppblio  Mthey  were  taught  useful  em- 
ploymentSff>«tbey  were  corrected  in  their 
morals,  and  reformed  in  their  habits,  stnd 
at  tbe  end  of  the  time  to  which  their  con- 
finement wu  to  extend^  instead  of  being 
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idleness^  which  would  infallibly  umlo  all 
the  labours  of  those  under  whom  they  had 
been  placed,  they  were  fixed  in  a  situatioa 
vrbere  they  might  employ  their  talents, 
such  as  tfiey  vv^re,  honestly  and  honour- 
ably—ror  they  bad  nothing  to  do  but  ^ 
nifip  into  their  own  trades,  i^ith  renovate^ 
character,  ai^  a  prospect  of  encourag^- 
oient  for  future  good  behaviour — and  toe 
consequence  was,  that  many,  led  astrav  in 
the  first  instance  by  bad  example,  a^d  al) 
the  other  numerous  incentives  to  vice,  al- 
most inseparable  from  large  towns,  were 
broi^bt  bavk  to,  a  fense  of  their  error,  ano 
restored  to  respectable  society.  Sir,  w^ 
^eed  o^ly  consider  for  a  moment  the  f^d-; 
vantages  of  this  system,  to  be  sensible  of 
the  defects  of  our  own*  But  those  defects 
which  have  been  a  long  time  manifest 
without  comparison,  become  doubly  glar- 
ing by  contrast.  Whilst  my  hon.  and 
learned*  fifiend  is  entitled  to  the  thanks  f4' 
the  House  and  of  the  country,  for  the  mo-, 
tion  now  offered  for  consideration,  ive 
must  at  the  same  time  take  especial  care 
thi^t  ^e  do  not  commit  ourselves,  by  ac^ 
ing  hastily.  We  are  now  called  upon  to 
carry  into  effect  the  acts  of  the  J  9th  and 
5-^th  of  the  king,  which  pHnia  facie  may 
appear  a  very  reasonable  proposition. 
But  Sir,  there  are  reasons,  which  strike  my 
mind,  to  be  very  forcible,  why  it  would 
not  be  prudei^to  adopt  the  precise  plan 

r 'escribed  by  these  fcts.  In  the  first  place, 
am  extremely  anxious  that  the  Uou^e 
should  be  provided  with  every  informa- 
tion, by  which  they  mav  be  able  to  f^rm 
a  correct  estimate  of  the  merits  of  th^t 
plan.  I  am  the  more  inclined  to  think  th^t 
the  necessity  for  some  delay  is  not  without 
very  strong  foundation,  because  an  hon. 
baronet,  and  a  member  of  this  House,  who 
has  turned  much  of  his  attention  to  this 
subject,  has  diKovered  many  defects  in  tbe 
present  plan,  to  which  it  would  be  wise  f^r 
the  House  to  turn  its  attention.  Now  as 
this  is  a  subject  of  very  serious  considera-  « 
tion,  I  hope  I  shall  be  excused  for  enter- 
taining a  very  anxious  wish,  to  have  tbe 
very  best  possible  plan  adopted  for  carry-  , 
inff  these  principles  into  execution.  In 
vain  shall  we  seek  for  the  advantages  po 
ably  described  by  the  hon.  and  learned 
gent.,  and  by  other  hon.  members,  as  ap- 
pertaining to  this  system,  if  we  do  not  as- 
sure ourselves  in  the  first  instance,  that  vra 
have  adopted  the  widest  and  safest  course. 
I  am  therefore  extremely  anxious  that  the 
lloose  should  avail  itself  of  tlie  benefit  of 
the  opinions  ^  those  who  have  turned  so 
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the  subiect— »a  great  Btatesman,  in  whosa 
opiiiioQs  the  public  had  so  deep  an  inte- 
resU—was  it  not  his  boanden  duty  to  have 
expressed  these  sentiments — apd  at  a  mo- 
nxent  too — when  they  might  have  tended 
to  conciliate  discordant  opinions^  perhaps 
€vei\  amongst  the  Catholics  themselves? 

And  was  it  such  a  line  of  conduct  as 
this  in  the  noble  baron,  which  called  For 
that  severity  of  animadversion,  which  it 
appears  to  have  received-— and  in  a  tone, 
I  must  take  leave  to  say,  as  little  adapted 
to  the  high  situation  and  character  of  the 
noble  baron,  as  to  tho^ie  sentiments  of 
persevering  attachment,  which  his  letter 
avows,  to  the  support  of  the  Catholic 
claims  ? 

Do  we  not  all  remember,  and  can  any 
Catholic  ever  forget !  that  it  was  whilst 
th^t  noble  baron,  and  the  noble  earl  who 
sits  near  me  (earl  Grey,)  and  has  adopted 
every  sentiment  expressed  in  the  noble 
baron's  Letter — were  engaged  in  the  en- 
deavour to  extend  relief  to  their  Catholic 
fellow-subjects — that  the  helm  of  the  state 
was  suddenly  wrested  from  their  hands, 
avow,ed)y  because  they  would  not  conde- 
scend to  pledge  themselves,  to  the  perpe- 
tual relinquishment  of  these  conciliatory 
measures  I 

And  was  it  from  such  a  quarter  as  this, 
that  the  Catholics  were  to  apprehend  the 
dereliction  of  that  cause,  for  the  support 
of  which  such  important  sacrifices  had 
been  made  already  ? 

And,  when  the  recent  rejection  by  these 
lioble  lords,  of  that  participation,  to 
which  they  were  invited,  in  the  direction 
of  his  Majesty's  councils,  must  have  been 
fresh  III  every  man's  recollection — what 
possible  inducement  could  have  suggested 
itself  to  any  reasoning  mind,  for  so  gratui- 
tous an  abandonment,  on  their  part,  of 
tftry  claim  to  character  or  consistency  ? 

In  the  name  of  that  justice  then,  which 
those  should  be  prepared  to  render  to 
others,  who  are  in  pursuit  of  justice  for 
themselves — I  demand,  from  my  Catholic 
countrymen — a  candid  appreciatipn  of  the 
motives  of  those  public  men,  who  have 
never  deserted  their  public  duty — a  steady 
reliance  on  the  constancy  of  their  own 
tried  parliamentary  friends— and  a  re- 
spectful deference  so  far  as  may  be  consis- 
tent with  the  essential  doctrines  and  disci- 
pline of  the  Catholic  church^to  the  sug- 
gestions of  that  experienced  wisdom*  to 
which  they  already  owe  so  much. 

The  first  and  grand  cl^ss  of  objection, 
ignJDit  the  restpratiqn  of  thoie  rigbts«  to 


which  I  make  my  humble  claioi  on  the 
part  of  the  petitipners,  would  be  at  once 
fatal  and  conclusive,  if  these  objections 
rested  on  any  just  or  solid  foundation  ;— • 
for  who  could  be  found  so  unmindful  of 
what  is  due  to  your  lordships,  or  to  his 
own  character,  as  to  suffer  himself  to  be 
prevailed  upon  to  recommend  a  measure 
to  the  adoption  of  the  House,  the  effect  of 
which  would  or  could  be — directly,  or  in- 
directly— by  any  of  its  remotest  conse- 
quences— now  or  hereafter— -to  repeal  or 
to  weaken  any  of  the  provisions  of  the  act 
for  the  settlement  of  the  crown,  or  to  over- 
throw those  princitiles,  which  secured  our 
liberties  and  religion  in  1688?— •and  yet 
we  are  gravely  told,  that  we  must  be  pre- 
pared to  encounter  such  results  as  these 
if  we  hesitate  to  reject  the  prayer  of  these 
petitions.  Luckily,  the  argument  lieif 
within  a  narrow  compass,  and  depends 
upon  the  provisions  of  two  statutes  only, 
than  which,  as  we  have  none  upon  our 
statute  book  more  deeply  interesting  to 
the  public  weal,  so  are  there  none  in  their 
enactments  more  clear,  intelligible*  or  ex- 
plicit. 

And  first,  though  the  latest  in  point  of 
time,  let  us  consider  the  act  of  the  12tl| 
and  I3tb  of  William  the  3d,  for  the  set- 
tlement of  the  crown.  This  act  has  three 
avowed  objects,  equally  distinct  from  each 
other,  and  of  equal  importance.  The  esta- 
blishment of  the  right  of  succession  to  the 
crown,  in  the  present  reigning  family— that 
principle,  which  requires,  as  an  indispensa- 
ble condition,  that  the  King  shall  hold 
communion  with  the.  established  church-* 
those  securities,  which  the  act  provides^ 
for  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  people. 

Where  is  there,  in  this  statute>  any  pro- 
vision to  prescribe  or  regulate  the  religion 
of  the  members  of  either  House  of  Parlia- 
ment, or  of  the  King's  civil  or  militarv' 
servants?  But  perhaps  I  may  be  told, 
til  at  the  objects  of  these  restrictions  were 
not  at  the  time,  under  the  contemplation 
of  the  framers  of  this  act.  The  direct 
contrary  is  the  (act.  The  particular  sub- 
ject didf  come  under  their  consideration : 
out  produced  a  provision  of  a  very  diffe- 
rent complexion  indeed— according  to 
which,  no  alien,  though  naturalized,  can 
hold  any  office  of  trust  or  profit  under  the 
crown,  civil  or  military  ;  or  be  of  either 
House  of  Parliament  From  this  review 
I  draw  these  conclusions :  1st.  That  the 
qoalifications  for  office  and  for  Parliament 
had  engaged  the  attentipn  of  the  tcgisls- 
tare,  wnen  this  i^t  was  framed.     ^Ijr, 
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That  certain  f  xdasions  were  then  consi- 
dered neceisaVy  to  be  declared,  as  fixed 
constitutional  principles  ;  and,  Sdty.  That 
these  excFusions  were  not  upon  the  suhject 
of  religion. 

What  then  become  of  the  objections 
arising  from  the  act  of  settlement  ?  and 
what  Dearing  can  this  act  hare  upon  the 
qnestion  now  before  the  House  ?  except 
to  far  as  ha  authority  may  tend  to  embar* 
rass  and  to  mislead. 

Where  shall  we  search  for  the  principles 
of  the  memorable  compact  of  1 688,  be- 
ween  the  Sotereign  and  the  people  }  Of 
this  compact  the  oill  of  rights  is  at  once 
the  evidence,  and  the  record.  In  that 
▼alttable  recognition  of  the  rights  and  pri- 
Tileges  of  the  nation,  do  we  find  the  record 
of  any  one  Catholic  disability  ?  Are  ihe 
Houses  of  Parliament  closed  against  them 
by  that  act }  Is  the  exclasion  of  Catho- 
lics, then  and  for  ever,  from  offices  of  trust 
and  confidence  under  the  crown,  asserted 
by  that  act,  and  recognised  amongst  the 
ancient  liberties  of  British  subjects  i  By 
the  act  6f  settlement,  indeed,  placemen 
and  pensioners  are  excluded  from  the 
House  of  Commons.  Where  shall  we  find 
the  necessity  of  a  similar  exclusion  declar- 
ed, agamst  the  King's  Catholic  subjects, 
as  a  fixed  constitutional  principle,  in  either 
of  these  memorable  statutes  } 

On  what  ground  therefore  is  it,  that  we 
are  to  be  so  gravely  told,  again  and  again, 
tfaat  the  opening'  to  the  Catholics  of  the 
excepted  offices,  and  of  the  Parliament, 
would  be  an  abandonment  of  the  princi- 
ples of  1688 — or  a  repeal,  or  a  weakening, 
of  any  one  provision  of  the  act  for  the  set- 
tlement of  the  crown  ?  I  am  aware  that 
there  were  in  existence  on  the  statute 
books,  at  the  periods  of  which  I  am  speak- 
ing, certain  statutes,  passed  nn  the  1  Sth  and 
25ih  years  of  the  rei^irn  of  Charles  2,  well 
known  undci;  the  denomination  of  the 
Corporation  and  Test  Acta— by  which  db- 
aenters  from  the  established  chnrch>  of 
every  description,  were  excluded  from  all 
corporations,  and  from  all  civil  and  mili- 
tary offices-^I  am  also  aware,  that  these 
acts  weiT  not  meddled  with  at  either  of 
these  periods  ;  but  that  they  were  suffered 
hf  our  ancestors  to  remain  in  full  force. 
And  I  am  equally  ready  to  acknowledge, 
that  it  hail  been  since  the  poriod  of  the 
Revolution,  that  the  jealousy  of  the  state 
teems  to  have  been  most  alive  against  its 
Catholic  subjects,  and  to  have  delighted 
most,  fn  the  extinction  of  privtlegeSi  and 
the  iAflkiioo  of  croel  peoaltitf . 


But  let  us  look  into  the  history  of  the 
time,  and  exinrine,  against  what  descrip-* 
tion  of  people  it  was,  that  these  exclusions 
had  become  necessary  at  the  restoration 
of  Charles  2.  Surely  not  against  the  Ca- 
tholics: they  had  steadily  adhered  to  the 
monarchy^lo  their  allegiance — to  his  fa- 
ther— and  to  himseir— in  all  their  difficul- 
ties—and had  unquestionably  as  yet  given 
no  sort  of  umbrage  to  the  state.  It  was 
against  the  Puritans :  against  those  wha 
had  subscribed  the  covenant,  and  had  thua 
avowed  their  hostility  equaHy  to  Popery 
as  to  the  established  'church.  Against 
these  the  jealousy  of  the  laws  was  reason- 
able and  well-founded  :  not  so  as  n^ainst 
the  Catholics— -to  whom  the  extention  ol 
these  exclusions,  at  the  time,  was  a  gratu- 
itous severity  on  the  part  of  the  state  ;  aa 
act  of  cruel  ingratitude  on  tlic  part  of  the 
Sovereign  ;  entirely  uncalled  for,  and  Un- 
justified by  any  conduct  of  theirs. 

During  the  whole  of  the  short  reign  of 
James,  and  the  latter  years  of  Charles  2, 
Popery  had  certainly  made  its  appearance 
in  a  very  questionable  shape.  And  at  the 
period  of  the  Revolution,  those  exclusions 
confessedly  became  equally  necessary 
against  the  Catholics :  and  they  were  (con- 
tinued, as  securities  indispensable  at  the 
time,  for  the  preservation  of  the  new  esta- 
blishment—as such  it  is  our  bounden  duty 
to  continue  them,  so  long  as  the  same  ne- 
cessity shall  exist — but  we  are  not,  there- 
fore, to  suffer  ourselves  to  confound,  in 
our  reasonings  upon  these  important  sub- 
jects, those  securities  and  safeguards  witl^ 
the  constitution  itself— for  which  they 
were  erected*  as  outworks  and  defences 
certainly  very  necessary  at  the  time* 

I  will  tell  you  what  are«  according  to^ 
my  political  creed,  the  fundamental  prin-' 
cip1e3  of  that  constitution,  which  the  sub- 
jects of  these  realms  are  bound  to  transmit 
to  their  posterity  entire  and  unimpaired«- 
those  liberties,  which  are  the  btrth-richt 
and  the  boast  ofthe^Britishnation-— them- 
separable  Protestant  quality  of  the  crown 
—and  the  maintenance  of  the  church, 
as  established  bv  law ;  Protestant  in  two 
branches  of  the  tJnion,  Presbyterian  in  the 
other.  It  is  by  this  criterion  that  I  call 
upon  your  lordships  to  try  the  merits  of 
the  petitioners'  case. 

Is  it  possible  that '  you  can  withold 
your  assent  to  this  proposition*  viz.  that 
your  compliance  with  those  claims  of  the 
Catholics,  in  their  fullcsi  ^tent,  wouldf 
not  tend  to  intrench  on  any  of  these  es- 
seati|I  principlcf  ?  Bat  those,  who  support 
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the  siilject— >a  great  statesman^  in  wbosa 
opinioua  the  public  had  so  deep  an  inte- 
resU— was  it  not  his  boanden  duty  to  have 
expressed  these  sentiments — and  at  a  mo- 
ment too — when  they  might  have  tended 
to  conciliate  discordant  opinions,  perhaps 
cvea  amongst, the  Catholics  themselves? 

And  was  it  such  a  line  of  conduct  as 
this  in  the  noble  baron,  which  called  for 
that  severity  of  animadversion,  which  it 
appears  to  have  receivedo—and  in  a  tone, 
I  must  take  leave  to  say,  as  little  adapted 
to  the  high  situation  and  character  of  the 
noble  baron,  as  to  those  sentiments  of 
persevering  attachment,  which  his  lettt;r 
avows,  to  the  support  of  the  Catholic 
claims  ? 

Do  we  not  all  remember,  and  can  any 
Catholic  ever  forget !  that  it  was  whilst 
thgit  noble  baron,  and  the  noble  earl  who 
sits  near  me  (earl  Grey,)  and  has  adopted 
every  sentiment  expressed  in  the  noble 
baron's  Letter — were  engaged  in  the  en- 
deavour to  extend  relief  to  their  Catholic 
fellow-subjects — that  the  helm  of  the  state 
was  suddenly  wrested  from  their  hands, 
avovv,edly  because  they  would  not  conde- 
scend to  pledge  themselves,  to  the  perpe- 
tual relinquishment  of  these  conciliatory 
measures  I 

And  was  it  from  such  a  quarter  as  this, 
that  the  Catholics  were  to  apprehend  the 
dereliction  of  that  cause,  fpr  the  support 
of  which  such  important  sacrifices  had 
been  made  already  ? 

And,  when  the  recent  rejection  by  these 
poble  lords,  of  that  participation,  to 
which  they  were  invited,  in  the  direction 
of  his  Majesty's  councils  must  have  been 
fresh  in  erery  man's  recollection — what 
possible  inducement  could  have  suggested 
Itself  to  any  reasoning  mind,  for  so  gratui- 
tous an  aoandonment,  on  their  part,  of 
ev^y  claim  to  character  or  consistency  ? 

In  the  name  of  that  justice  then,  which 
those  shoakl  be  prepared  to  render  to 
others,  who  are  in  pursuit  of  justice  for 
themselves — I  demand,  from  my  Catholic 
countrymen — a  candid  appreciation  of  the 
notices  of  those  public  men,  who  have 
never  deserted  their  public  dutv — a  steady 
reliance  on  the  constancy  of  their  own 
tried  narliamentary  friends— and  a  re- 
■pectfuJ  deference  so  far  as  may  be  consis- 
tent with  the  essential  doctrines  and  disci- 
pline of  the  Catholic  church — to  the  sug- 
gestions of  that  experienced  wisdom,  to 
which  they  already  owe  so  much. 

The  first  and  grand  class  of  objection, 
tgKJDil  the  rtstprattQn  of  those  rights,  to 


which  I  make  my  humble  claim  on  the 
part  of  the  petiti<>ners,  woul4  ^  ^^  once 
fatal  and  conclusive,  if  these  objections 
rested  on  any  just  or  solid  foundation  ;— - 
for  who  could  be  found  so  unmindful  of 
what  is  due  to  your  lordnhips,  or  to  his 
own  character,  as  to  suffer  himself  to  be 
prevailed  upon  to  recommend  a  measure 
to  the  adoption  of  the  House,  the  effect  of 
which  would  or  could  be— directly,  or  ia« 
directly — by  any  of  its  remotest  conse- 
quences— now  or  hereafter— to  repeal  or 
to  weaken  any  of  the  provisions  of  the  act 
for  the  settlement  of  the  crown,  or  to  over* 
throw  those  principles,  which  secured  our 
liberties  and  religion  in  1683?— -and  yet 
we  are  gravely  told,  that  we  must  be  pre- 
pared to  encounter  such  results  aa  these 
if  we  hesitate  to  reject  the  prayer  of  these 
petitions.  Luckily,  the  argument  ]ie¥ 
within  a  narrow  compass,  ami  dependc 
upon  the  provisions  of  twe  statutes  only, 
than  which,  as  we  have  none  upon  our 
statute  book  more  deeply  interesting  to 
the  public  weal,  so  are  there  none  in  their 
enactments  more  clear,  intelligible,  or  ex- 
plicit. 

And  first,  though  the  latest  in  point  of 
time,  let  us  consider  the  "act  of  the  12th 
and  Uth  of  William  the  3d,  for  the  set- 
tlement of  the  crown.  This  act  has  three 
avowed  objects,  equally  distinct  from  each 
other,  and  of  equal  importance.  The  esta- 
blishment of  the  right  of  vuccessioa  to  the 
crown,  in  the  present  reic;ning  family— -that 
principle,  which  requires,  as  an  indispeasa- 
Lie  condition,  that  the  King  shall  hold 
communion  with  the.  established  church— 
those  securities,  which  the  act  provides^ 
for  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  people. 

Where  is  there,  in  this  statute,  any  pro- 
vision to  prescribe  or  regulate  the  religion 
of  the  members  of  either  House  of  Parlia- 
ment, or  of  the  King's  civil  or  militarv 
servants?  But  perhaps  I  may  be  told, 
that  the  objects  of  these  restrictions  were 
not  at  the  time,  under  the  contemplation 
of  the  framers  of  this  act  The  direct 
contrary  is  the  fact.  The  particular  sub- 
ject did  come  under  their  consideration : 
but  produced  a  provision  of  a  very  diffe- 
rent complexion  indeed—- accoroing  to 
which,  BO  alien,  though  natural taedt  can 
hold  any  office  of  trust  or  profit  under  the 
crown,  civil  or  military  ;  or  be  of  either 
House  of  Parliament.  From  this  review 
I  draw  these  conclusions :  1st.  That  the 
qoalifications  for  office  and  for  Parliament 
had  ensaged  the  attentipn  of  the  legisla* 
tiire^  vv&en  this  9C%  was  framed.     Sdly* 
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That  certain  e xclasions  were  then  consi- 
dered necessary  to  be  declared,  as  fixed 
constitutional  principles  ;  and,  Sdly.  That 
these  exclusions  were  not  upon  the  subject 
ofreli^on. 

What  then  become  of  the  objections 
arising  from  the  act  of  settlement  ?  and 
what  bearing  can  this  act  hare  upon  the 
question  now  before  the  Rouse  ?  except 
80  far  as  hn  authority  may  tend  to  embar- 
rass and  to  mislead. 

Where  shall  we  search  for  the  principles 
of  the  memorable  compact  of  \088,  be- 
ween  the  Soyereign  and  the  people  ?  Of 
this  compact  the  bilt  of  rights  is  at  once 
the  evidence,  and  the  record.  In  that 
yaloable  recognition  of  the  rights  and  pri- 
▼tleges  of  the  nation,  do  we  find  the  record 
of  any  one  Catholic  disability  ?  Are  the 
Houses  of  Parliament  closed  against  them 
by  that  act  ?  Is  the  excjnsion  of  Catho- 
lics, then  and  for  ever,  from  offices  of  trust 
and  confidence  under  the  crown,  asserted 
by  that  act,  and  recognised  amongst  the 
ancient  liberties  of  British  subjects  ?  By 
the  act  6f  settletnent,  indeed,  placemen 
and  pensioners  are  excluded  from  the 
House  of  Commons.  Where  »hallwe  find 
the  necessity  of  a  similar  exclusion  declar- 
ed, against  the  King's  Catholic  subjects, 
as  a  fixed  constitutional  principle,  in  eKher 
of  these  memorable  statutes  ? 

On  what  ground  therefore  is  it,  that  we 
are  to  be  so  gravely  told,  again  and  a^ain, 
that  the  opening'  to  the  Catholics  of  the 
excepted  offices,  and  of  the  Parliament, 
would  be  an  abandonment  of  the  princi- 
ples of  1688 — or  a  repeal,  or  a  weakening, 
of  any  one  provision  of  (he  act  for  the  setr 
tlementof  the  crown  ?  I  am  aware  that 
there  were  in  existence  on  the  statute 
books,  at  the  periods  of  which  I  am  speak- 
ing, certain  statutes,  passed  nn  the  l3th  and 
25th  years  of  the  retp:n  of  Charles  2,  well 
known  under  the  denomination  of  the 
Corporation  and  Test  Acts— by  ^htch  dis- 
tenters  from  the  established  church,  of 
every  description,  were  excluded  from  all 
corporations,  and  from  all  civil  and  mili- 
tary offices — I  am  also  aware,  that  these 
acts  were  not  meddled  with  at  either  of 
these  periods  ;  but  that  they  were  suffered 
by  our  ancestors  to  remain'  in  full  force. 
And  I  am  equally  ready  to  acknowledge, 
that  it  has  been  since  the  period  of  the 
Revolutit^n,  that  the  jealonsy  of  the  state 
teems  to  have  been  roost  alive  against  its 
Catholic  s«ihjeci9,  and  to  have  delighted 
most,  in  the  extinction  of  privtiegeti  and 
the  inflivtiaa  cf  croel  peDultitt. 


I  But  let  us  look  into  the  history  of  the 
time,  and  examine,  against  what  descrip^^ 
tion  of  people  it  was,  that  these  exclusiont 
had  become  necessary  at  the  restoration 
of  Charles  2.  Surely  not  against  the  Ca« 
tholics:  they  had  steadily  adhered  to  the 
monarchy-*to  their  allegiance — to  his  fa- 
ther— and  to  himself— in  all  their  difficuU 
ties— and  had  unquestionably  as  yet  given 
no  sort  of  umbrage  to  the  state.  It  was 
against  the  Puritans  :  against  those  wha 
had  subscribed  the  covenant,  and  had  thua 
avowed  their  hostility  equaHy  to  Popery 
as  to  the  established  'church.  Against 
these  the  jealousy  of  the  laws  was  reason- 
able and  well-founded:  not  so  as  n^aiost 
the  Catholics-^to  whom  the  extention  ot 
these  exclusions,  at  the  time,  was  a  gratu- 
itous severity  on  the  part  of  the  state  ;  an 
act  of  cruel  ingratirude  on  tlic  part  of  the 
Sovereign  ;  entirely  uncalled  for,  and  Un- 
justified by  any  conduct  of  theirs. 

During  the  whole  of  the  short  reic;!  of 
James,  and  the  latter  years  of  Charles  2^ 
Popery  had  certainly  made  its  appearance 
in  a  very  questionable  shape.  And  at  the 
period  of  the  Revolution,  those  exclusions 
confessedly  became  equally  necessary 
against  the  Catholics :  and  they  were  con- 
tinued, as  securities  indispensable  at  the 
time,  for  the  preservation  of  the  new  esta- 
blishment—as such  it  is  our  bounden  duty 
to  continue  them,  so  long  as  the  same  ne- 
cessity shall  exist — but  we  are  not,  there- 
fore, to  suffer  ourselves  to  confound,  in 
our  reasonings  upon  these  important  sub- 
jects, those  securities  and  safeguards  witti 
the  constitution  itself — for  which  they 
were  erected*  as  outworks  and  defencet 
certainly  very  necessary  at  the  time. 

I  will  tell  you  what  are^  according  to^ 
my  political  creed,  the  fundamental  prin-' 
cipfe^  of  that  constitution,  which  the  sub- 
jects of  these  realms  are  bound  to  transmit 
to  their  posterity  entire  and  unimpaired— 
those  liberties,  which  are  the  birth-richt 
and  the  boast  ofthe^Brttish  nation— the  in- 
separable Protestant  quality  of  the  crown 
—and  the  maintenance  of  the  church* 
as  established  bv  law ;  Protestant  in  two 
branches  of  the  tjnion,  Presbyterian  in  the 
other.  It  is  by  this  criterion  that  1  gall 
upon  your  lordships  to  try  the  merits  of 
the  petitioners'  case. 

Is  it  possible  that  you  can  withold 
your  assent  to  this  proposition,  viz.  that 
your  compliance  with  those  clainot  of  the 
Catholics,  in  their  fullest  ^tent,  would 
not  tend  to  mtrencb  on  any  of  these  es- 
stati^^  principlet  ?  Bat  tbote^  who  support 
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the  sublet— 'a  great  Btatesman,  in  wliosa 
opioious  the  public  had  so  deep  an  inte^ 
rest—- >wa8  it  not  his  boanden  daty  to  have 
expressed  these  sentiments— -and  at  a  mo- 
ment too— when  they  might  have  tended 
to  conciliate  discordant  opinionsj  perhaps 
even  amongst ^the  Catholics  themselves? 

And  was  it  such  a  line  of  conduct  as 
this  in  the  nuble  baron,  which  called  for 
that  severity  of  animadversion,  which  it 
appears  to  have  received — and  in  a  tone, 
I  must  take  leave  to  say,  as  little  adapted 
to  the  high  situation  and  character  of  the 
noble  baron,  as  to  tho«e  sentiments  of 
persevering  attachment,  which  his  letter 
avows,  to  the  support  of  the  Catholic 
claims  ? 

Do  we  not  all  remember,  and  can  any 
Catholic  ever  forget !  that  it  was  whilst 
th^t  noble  baron,  and  the  noble  earl  who 
sits  near  me  (earl  Grey,)  and  has  adopted 
every  sentiment  expressed  in  the  noble 
baron's  Letter — wtre  engaged  in  the  en- 
deavour to  extend  relief  to  their  Catholic 
'  fellow-subjects — that  the  helm  of  the  state 
was  suddenly  wrested  from  their  hands, 
avowedly  because  they  would  not  conde- 
scend to  pledge  themselves,  to  the  perpe- 
tual relinquishment  of  these  conciliatory 
measures  ? 

And  was  it  from  such  a  quarter  as  this, 
that  the  Catholics  were  to  apprehend  the 
dereliction  of  that  cause,  f0r  the  support 
of  which  such  important  sacrifices  had 
been  made  already  ? 

And,  when  the  recent  rejection  by  these 
jaoble  lords,  of  that  participation,  to 
which  they  were  invited,  in  the  direction 
of  his  Majesty's  councils,  must  have  been 
fresh  in  every  man's  recollection — what 
possible  inducement  could  have  suggested 
Itself  to  any  reasoning  mind,  for  so  gratui- 
tons  an  aoandonment,  on  their  part,  of 
evfry  claim  to  character  or  consistency? 

In  the  name  of  that  justice  then,  which 
those  shopld  be  prepared  to  render  to 
others,  who  are  in  pursuit  of  justice  for 
themselves — I  demand,  from  my  Catholic 
countrymen — a  candid  appreciation  of  the 
notiires  of  those  public  men,  who  have 
neyer  deserted  their  public  duty— a  steady 
reliance  on  the  constancy  of  their  own 
tried  parliamentary  friends— and  a  re- 
spectra)  deference  so  far  as  may  be  consis- 
tent with  the  essential  doctrines  and  disci- 
pline of  the  Catholic  church — to  the  sug- 
l^stions  of  that  experienced  wisdom,  to 
which  they  already  owe  so  moch. 

The  first  and  grand  cl^ss  of  objection, 
ig^Dil  the  restoration  of  thoie  rights,  to 


which  I  make  my  humble  claim  on  the 
part  of  the  petitioners,  would  be  at  once 
fatal  and  conclusive,  if  these  objections 
rested  on  any  just  or  solid  foandatioa  ;— » 
for  who  could  be  found  so  unmindfui  of 
what  is  due  to  your  lordships,  or  to  his 
own  character,  as  to  suffer  himself  to  be 
prevailed  upon  to  recommend  a  measure 
to  the  adoption  of  the  House,  the  efiect  of 
which  would  or  could  be— directly,  or  in- 
directly— by  any  of  its  remotest  conse- 
quences— now  or  hereafter.-^to  repeal  or 
to  weaken  any  of  the  provisions  of  the  act 
for  the  settlement  of  the  crown,  or  to  over* 
throw  those  principles,  which  secured  our 
liberties  and  religion  in  1688?— and  yet 
we  are  gravely  told,  that  we  must  be  pre* 
pared  to  encounter  such  results  a&  these 
if  we  hesitate  to  reject  the  prayer  of  these 
petitions.  Luckily,  the  argument  lieiT 
within  a  narrow  compass,  and  depends 
upon  the  provisions  of  two  statutes  only, 
than  which,  as  we  have  none  upon  our 
statute  book  more  deeply  interesting  to 
the  public  weal,  so  are  there  none  in  their 
enactments  more  clear,  intelligible,  or  ex« 
plicit. 

And  first,  though  the  latest  in  point  of 
time,  let  us  consider  the  act  of  the  12th 
and  13th  of  William  the  3d,  for  the  set- 
tlement of  the  crown.  This  act  has  three 
avowed  objects,  equally  distinct  from  each 
other,  and  of  equal  importance.  The  esta- 
blishment of  the  right  of  succession  to  the 
crown,  in  the  present  rei:;ning  family— that 
principle,  which  requires,  as  an  indhspensa- 
ble  condition,  that  the  King  shall  hold 
communion  with  the.  established  church— 
those  securities,  which  the  act  provide^ 
for  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  people. 

Where  is  there,  in  this  statute,  any  pro* 
vision  to  prescribe  or  regulate  the  religion 
of  the  members  of  either  House  of  Parlia- 
ment, or  of  the  King's  civil  or  military 
servants?  But  perhaps  I  may  be  told, 
that  the  objects  of  these  restrictions  were 
not  at  the  time,  under  the  contemplation 
of  the  framers  of  this  act  The  direct 
contrary  is  the  fact.  The  particular  sub- 
ject did  come  under  their  consideration: 
but  produced  a  provision  of  a  very  difie- 
rcnt  complexion  indeed— according  t9 
which,  Ao  alien,  though  naturalised,  can 
hold  any  office  of  trust  or  profit  under  the 
crown,  civil  or  military  ;  or  be  of  either 
Route  of  Parliament  From  this  review 
I  draw  these  conclusions :  1st  That  the 
qualifications  for  office  and  for  Parliament 
bad  ensagefi  the  attentipn  of  the  legisla* 
ture,  wnen  this  a^t  was  framed.     ^\y. 
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That  certain  e xclasions  were  then  consi- 
dered neceisaVy  to  be  declared,  as  fixed 
constitutional  principles  ;  and,  Sdty.  That 
these  exclusions  were  not  upon  the  subject 
of  religion. 

What  then  become  of  the  objectioni 
arising  from  the  act  of  settlement  ?  and 
what  bearing  can  this  act  hare  upon  the 
qnestion  now  before  the  House  ?  except 
ao  far  as  Hs  authority  may  tend  to  embar- 
rass and  to  mislead. 

Where  shall  we  search  for  the  principles 
of  the  memorable  compact  of  1088,  be- 
ween  the  Soyereign  aud  the  people  ?    Of 
this  compact  the  oill  of  rights  is  at  once 
the  evidence,  and  the  record.     In  that 
▼alaable  recognition  of  the  rrghts  and  pri- 
▼tleges  of  the  nation,  do  we  find  the  record 
of  any  one  Catholic  disability  ?    Are  the 
Houses  of  Parliament  closed  against  them 
by  that  act  ?    Is  the  excfasion  of  Catho- 
lics, then  and  for  erer,  from  offices  of  trust 
and  confidence  under  the  crown,  asserted 
by  that  act,  and  recognised  amongst  the 
ancient  liberties  of  British  subjects  ?    By 
the  act  of  settlement,  indeed,  placemen 
and  pensioners  are    excluded  from  the 
House  of  Commons.    Where  <thallwe  find 
the  necessity  of  a  similar  exclusion  declar- 
ed, against  the  King's  Catholic  subjects, 
as  a  fixed  constitutional  principle,  in  either 
of  these  memorable  statutes  ? 
'  On  what  ground  therefore  is  it,  that  we 
are  to  be  so  gravely  told,  again  and  again, 
that  the  opening*  to  the  Catholics  of  the 
excepted  offices,  and  of  the   Parliament, 
would  be  an  abandonment  of  the  princi- 
ples of  1688 — or  a  repeal,  or  a  weakening, 
pf  any  one  provision  of  the  act  for  the  set- 
tlement of  the  crown  ?  I  am  aware  that 
there  were  in   existence   on  the  statute 
books,  at  the  periods  of  which  I  am  speak- 
ing, certain  statutes,  passed  <in  the  1 3th  and 
25th  years  of  the  ret<rn  of  Charles  2,  well 
kno^n   under   the    denomination   of  the 
Corporation  and  Test  Acts— by  \^hich  dis- 
tenters  from  the  established   church>  of 
every  description,  were  excluded  from  all 
corporations,  and  from  all  civil  and  mili- 
tary ofiices — I  am  also  aware,  that  these 
acts  were  not  meddled  with  at  either  of 
these  periods  ;  but  that  they  were  suffered 
hf  our  ancestors  to  remain  in  full   force. 
And  I  am  equally  ready  to  acknowledge, 
that  it  has  been  since  the  period   of  the 
Revolution,  that  the  jealousy  of  the  state 
seems  to  have  been  most  aliTe  against  its 
Catholic  subjects,  and  to  have  delighted 
most,  ^n  the  extinction  of  privtiegesi  and 
the  iiiflictioQ  of  croel  peoaititf. 


But  let  us  look  into  the  history  of  th« 
time,  and  examine,  against  what  descrip<« 
tion  of  people  it  was,  that  these  exclusions 
had  become  necessary  at  the  restoration 
of  Charles  2.  Surely  not  against  the  Ca* 
tholics:  they  bad  steadily  adhered  to  the 
monarchy— to  their  allegiance — to  bis  fa- 
ther— and  to  himself— -in  all  their  diificuU 
ties — and  had  unquestionably  as  yet  given 
no  sort  of  umbrage  to  the  state.  It  was 
against  the  Puritans  :  against  those  who 
had  subscribed  the  covenant,  and  had  thua 
avowed  their  hostility  equally  to  Popery 
as  to  the  established  'church.  Against 
these  the  jealousy  of  the  laws  was  reason* 
able  and  well-founded  :  not  so  as  against 
the  Catholics— -to  whom  the  extention  ot 
these  exclusions,  at  the  time,  was  a  gratu- 
itous severity  on  the  part  of  the  state  ;  aif 
act  of  cruel  ingratitude  on  t1ie  part  of  the 
Sovereign  ;  entirely  uncalled  for,  and  Un- 
justified by  any  conduct  of  theirs. 

During  the  whole  of  the  short  re Fmi  of 
James,  and  the  latter  years  of  Charles  2« 
Popery  had  certainly  made  its  appearance 
in  a  very  questionable  shape.  And  at  the 
period  of  the  Revolution,  those  exclusions 
confessedly  became  equally  necessary 
against  the  Catholics :  and  they  were  con- 
tinued, as  securities  indispensable  at  tha 
time,  for  the  preservation  of  the  new  esta- 
blishment—as such  it  is  our  bounden  duty 
to  continue  them,  so  long  as  the  same  ne- 
cessity shall  exist — but  we  are  not,  there- 
fore, to  sofiFer  ourselves  to  confound,  in 
our  reasonings  upon  these  important  sub- 
jects, those  securities  and  safeguards  witti 
the  constitution  itself — for  which  they 
were  erected*  as  outworks  and  defences 
certainly  very  necessary  at  the  time* 

I  will  tell  yon  what  are«  according  to^ 
my  political  creed,  the  fundamental  prin-* 
ciple3  of  that  constitution,  which  the  sub- 
jects of  these  realms  are  bound  to  transmit 
to  their  posterity'  entire  and  unimpaired— 
those  liberties,  which  are  the  birth-richt 
and  the  boast  ofthe^Brittsh  nation— the  in- 
separable Protestant  quality  of  the  crown 
—and  the  maintenance  of  the  church, 
as  established  bv  law ;  Protestant  in  two 
branches  of  the  tjnion,  Presbyterian  in  the 
other.  It  is  by  this  criterion  that  1  call 
upon  your  lordships  to  try  the  merits  of 
the  petitioners'  case. 

Is  it  possible  that  you  can  withold 
your  assent  to  this  proposition,  viz.  that 
your  compliance  with  those  claims  of  the 
Catholics,  in  their  fullest  ^tent,  would 
not  tend  to  intrench  on  any  of  these  es- 
%9uX\%\  principle!  ?  Bat  tbose^  who  support 
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the  liae  of  argument  which  I  am  combat* 
ing,  are  here  driven  to  the  necessity  of 
e^tablishiog*  as  against  the  Catholics^  a 
sort  of  constructive  disability— compound- 
ing together  the  accessary  and  the  essence — 
and  meeting  into  a  perpetual  bar  those 
acts  of  Giarles— avowedly  framed  for  the 
purpose  of  meeting  the  pressure  of  par- 
ticular circumstances-^which  have  long 
aince  entirely  ceased  to  exist. 

I  deny  to  these  acts>  or  to  either  of 
tbenu  the  claim  which  has  been  set  up  for 
their  perpetual  continuance— I  deny  that 
they  compose  ^ny  part  of  the  fundamental 
principles  of  the  British  constitution — and 
I  assert,  they  are  not  to  be  considered  as 
more  protected  from  repeal  or  modification, 
than  any  other  act  on  the  Statute  Bpok. 

If  they  had  any  thing  in  their  nature  of 

Kermanent  or  fundamental,  why  did  his 
lajesty's  ministers  consent  to  their  repeal 
already,  in  two  important  instances;  in 
totOy  as  to  the  Irish  dissenters,  by  the  act 
oC  that  parliament  of  1779 — and  equally 
fO  wit))  respect  to  the  Catholics,  by  the 
Irish  act  of  1793 — with  the  exception  of 
t(K>se  reserved  disabilities,  against  the  fur- 
ther eontiouance  of  which  I  am.  now  con- 
tending ? 

And  here  I  must  remind  your  lordships 
of  a  still  later  instance,  and  one  still  nearer 
home^^y  which  your  lordships  must  have 
seeQ,  from  some  recent  discussions,  bow 
little  (hose,  most  conversant  with  the  ques- 
tion, and  therefore  best  qualified  to  de- 
cide, appeared  to  have  agreed  as  to  the 
necessity  or  propriety  of  enforcing  these 
tests— at  this  day,  even  in  the  first  of  all 
your  own  corporate  establisliments^  the 
protestant  city  of  London  itself. 

Cease  then,  I  beseech  you,  to  oppose 
ebjectioQs  so  often  refuted,  to  the  better 
argument  of  your  own  practice-— and 
^ba;idon  the  vam  attempt  of  endeavouring 
still  to  uphold,  as  sacred  things  and  not  to 
be  touched,  those  very  statutes  which  you 
have  yourselves  already  repealed  and  mo- 
4ified,  again  and  again— to  the  unspeak- 
able benefit  of  large  classes  of  your  fellow- 
subjects,  and  ihe  acknowledged  and  rapid 
advancement  of  the  prosperity  of  the 
state.  But,  above  all  things,  do  not  car 
lumniate  the  glorious  settlement  of  1688, 
by  imputing  any  narrow  principle  of  ex- 
clusion, to  that  consummation  and  triumph 

«f  political   freirdom   ...• .....••• 

The  truly  great  man, 

under  whose  banners  our  ancestors  made 
the.ir  successful  struggle — that  tried  firiend 
^  liberty^  citil  aud  religioDV  U  kaowD.  to 


have  consented,  with  great  reloctance.  Up 
the  iniiictioa,  on  any  portion  of  his  tub*- 
jects,  of  those  disabilities,  which,  in  this 
country,  were  rendered,  perhaps,  indispen^ 
sable  by  a  sad  and  overpowering  neces* 
sity-^but  nothing  can  justify  their  conii* 
nuance,  after  the  necessity  has  ceased  to 
exist— aad  what  noble  ford  will  pot  bia. 
hand  on  his  heart  and  say,  that  we  are 
not  arrived  already  at  that  happy  periodL 

For  where  is  there  now  an  insolent  pre- 
tender to  the  British  crown  ?  and  is  there 
a  British  subject,  who  does  not  know  and 
feel,  with  conscious  security,  that  it  is  ir« 
revocably  seated  on  the  brows  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's illustrious  House  ?  Where  are  we 
now  to  find  the  principle  of  that  fomuda- 
ble  confederacy,  with  which  our  ancestors 
had  to  contend  ?  the  assertion  of  the  rigbta 
of  exiled  royalty,  and  of  the  repudiated 
Catholic  faith.  Where  are  now  the  tban- 
ders  of  the  once  all-powerful  head  of  t&at 
churchf  with  which  he  had  been  acca^ 
tomed  to  shake  the  monarch  on  hia  thr«oey 
and  to  convttl^  the  Christian  world?  If 
all  these  dangers  have  so  entirely  ceased 
to  exist,  that,  for  th^  proof  of  their  ever 
having  had  an  existence  at  any  Period* 
we  can  only  look  to  the  history  of  dmea 
long  gone  by— I  call  upon  those,  who  will 
still  cling  to  those  exclusions  which  they 
can  no  longer  defend,  for  one  justifiable 
argument^Mme  plea  of  even  a>loarable 
expediency— for  the  continuance  of  these 
degrading  badges  of  distinction^^on  thia 
important  class  of  our  commuDity"«Miuiiie* 
rous,  loyal,  and  energetic. 

But  what  sophistry,  we.  are  asked,  will 
satisfy  tlioae  conscientious  scruples^  which 
interpose  an  insuperable  obstacle  te  these 
concessions  to  the  Catholics,  in  the  oath 
of  the  king—''  to  preserve  those  nghJSM, 
"  which,  by  law,  do  or  shall  appertain,  to 
"  the  bishops  and  clergy  of  the  establish- 
"  ed  church." 

According  to  the  constitutional  doo» 
trine,  all  the  King's  acts  are  the  acta  of 
-the  King's  ministers.  Even  the  speeclv 
from  the  throne  is,  constitotioBally,  so  to 
he  understood^^^and,  from  the  iame  rea- 
soning, these  conscientious  icruplaf,  of 
which  we  have  beard  so  much  of  late»  are 
to  be  considered,  in  thia  HousOji  not  aa 
those  of  the  royal  mind,  hat  aa  the  sera* 
plea,  real  or  assumed,  of  the  ministem-* 
aa  such  they  are  equally  open  io  all  tha 
freedom  of  qomment  and  obsarvalioQ^  aa 
every  other  royal  power,  privilege,  »id 
prero^tive,  for  the  due  exereiat  of  wUcb 
the  mmisteiaart  alone  respfonaibla. 
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That  certain  exclasions  were  then  consi- 
dered necessaVy  to  be  declared^  as  fixed 
constitutional  principles  ;  and,  Sdly.  That 
these  exclusions  were  not  upon  the  suhject 
ofrelt^on. 

What  then  become  of  the  objections 
ansing  from  the  act  of  settlement  ?  and 
what  bearing  can  this  act  hare  upon  the 
qnestion  now  before  the  House  ?  except 
so  far  as  its  authority  may  tend  to  embar- 
rass and  to  mislead. 

'  Where  shall  we  search  for  the  principles 
of  the  memorable  compact  of  (688,  be- 
ween  the  Sovereign  and  the  people  ?  Of 
this  compact  the  bill  of  rights  is  at  once 
the  etridence,  and  the  record.  In  that 
▼aloable  recognition  of  the  rights  and  pri- 
TTleges  of  the  nation,  do  we  find  the  record 
of  any  one  Catholic  disability  ?  Are  the 
Houses  of  Parliament  closed  against  them 
by  that  act  }  Is  the  excfasion  of  Catho- 
lics, then  and  for  erer,  from  offices  of  trust 
and  confidence  under  the  crown,  asserted 
by  that  act,  and  recognised  amongst  the 
ancient  liberties  of  British  subjects  }  By 
the  act  6f  settletnent,  indeed,  placemen 
and  pensioners  are  excluded  from  the 
House  of  Commons.  Where  shall  we  find 
the  necessity  of  a  similar  exclusion  declar- 
ed, against  the  King's  Catholic  subjects, 
as  a  fixed  constitutional  principle,  in  either 
of  these  memorable  statutes  ? 

'  On  what  ground  therefore  is  it,  that  we 
are  to  be  so  gravely  told,  again  and  a^ain, 
that  the  opening'  to  the  Catholics  of  the 
excepted  offices,  and  of  the  Parliament, 
would  be  an  abandonment  of  the  princi- 
ples of  1688— or  a  repeal,  or  a  weakening, 
pf  any  one  provision  of  the  act  for  the  set- 
tlement of  the  crown  ?  I  am  aware  that 
there  were  in  existence  on  the  statute 
books,  at  the  periods  of  which  I  am  speak- 
ing, certain  statutes,  passed  nn  the  13th  and 
25th  years  of  the  reiprn  of  Charles  2,  well 
known  under  the  depomination  of  the 
Corporation  and  Test  Acts— by  vthich  dis- 
senters from  the  established  churchy  of 
every  description,  were  excluded  from  all 
corporations,  and  from  all  civil  and  mili- 
tary offices — 1  am  also  aware,  that  these 
acts  were  not  meddled  with  at  either  of 
these  periods ;  bnt  that  they  were  suffered 
b^  ou/  ancestors  to  remain  in  full  force. 
And  I  am  equally  ready  to  acknowledge, 
that  it 'has  been  since  the  period  of  the 
Kevolntion,  that  the  jealonsy  of  the  state 
'ieems  to  have  been  most  ahre  against  its 
C&tholic  S'lbjecis,  and  to  have  delighted 
teo9t,^n  the  extinction  of  pnTilegefi  and 
the  infltctioa  of  croei  pt0alti«a/ 


_  * 

But  let  us  look  into  the  history  of  the 
time,  and  exaimne,  against  what  descrip'* 
tion  of  people  it  was,  that  these  exclusions 
hid  become  necessary  at  the  restoration 
of  Charles  2.  Surely  not  against  the  Ca« 
tholics:  they  bad  steadily  adhered  to  the 
monarchy— to  their  allegiance — to  his  fa- 
ther— and  to  himselt— in  all  their  difficul- 
ties-—and  had  unquestionably  as  yet  given 
no  sort  of  umbrage  to  the  state.  It  was 
against  the  Puritans  :  against  those  who 
had  subscribed  the  covenant,  and  had  thus- 
avowed  their  hostility  equally  to  Popery 
as  to  the  established  ^church.  AgainsI 
these  the  jealousy  of  the  laws  was  reasons- 
able  and  well-founded  :  not  so  as  against 
the  Catholics— to  whom  the  extention  ot 
these  exclusions,  at  the  time,  was  a  gratu- 
itous severity  on  the  part  of  the  state  ;  an 
act  of  cruel  ingratitude  on  tte  part  of  the 
Sovereign  ;  entirely  uncalled  for,  and  Un- 
justified by  any  conduct  of  theirs. 

During  the  whole  of  the  short  reigp  of 
James,  and  the  latter  years  of  Charles  2, 
Popery  had  certainly  made  its  appearance 
in  a  very  questionable  shape.  And  at  the 
period  of  the  Revolution,  those  exclusions 
confessedly  became  equally  necessary 
against  the  Catholics  :  and  they  were  gon-' 
tinued,  as  securities  indispensable  at  the 
time,  for  the  preservation  of  the  new  esta- 
blishment—as such  it  is  our  bounden  duty 
to  continue  them,  sO  long  as  the  same  ne- 
cessity shall  exist — but  we  are  not,  there- 
fore, to  suffer  ourselves  to  confound,  ia 
our  reasonings  upon  these  important  sub- 
jects, those  securities  and  safeguards  mih 
the  constitution  itself — for  which  they 
were  erected*  as  outworks  and  defences 
certainly  very  necessary  at  the  time. 

I  will  tell  you  what  arc,  according  to^ 
my  political  creed,  the  fundamental  prin-' 
ciplea  of  that  constitution,  which  the  sub- 
jects of  these  realms  are  bound  to  transmit 
to  their  posterity  entire  and  unimpaired-— 
those  liberties,  which  are  the  birth-right 
and  the  boast  of  th^British  nation— them- 
separable  Protestant  quality  of  the  crown 
—and  the  maintenance  of  the  church, 
as  established  bv  law;  Protestant  in  two 
branches  of  the  Union,  Presbyterian  in  the 
other,  h  is  by  this  criterion  that  1  gall 
upon  your  lordships  to  try  the  merits  of 
the  petitioners'  case. 

Is  it  possible  that  you  can  withold 
your  assent  to  this  uropositioD*  viz.  that 
your  compliance  wiiti  those  claims  of  the 
Catholics,  in  their  fullest  ^tent,  woulJ 
not  tend  to  intrench  on  liny  of  these  es- 
seatii^prini^plef  ?  But  those^  who  support 
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the  lioe  of  argument  which  I  am  combat* 
ing,  are  here  driven  to  the  necessity  of 
e«^tabIishiQg«  as  against  the  Catholics^  a 
sort  of  constructive  disability— compound- 
ing together  the  accessary  and  the  essenee — 
and  g-ecting  into  a  perpetual  bar  those 
acts  of  Charles— avowedly  framed  for  the 
purpose  of  meeting  the  pressure  of  par- 
ticular circumstances-^which  have  long 
tince  entirely  ceased  to  exist. 

I  deny  to  these  ajcts^  or  to  either  of 
t})em«  the  claim  whigh  has  been  set  up  for 
their  perpetual  continuance^-I  deny  that 
they  compose  iny  part  of  the  fundamental 
principles  of  the  British  constitution — and 
I  assert,  they  are  not  to  be  considered  as 
Bi^ore  protected  from  repeal  or  modiBcation, 
than  any  other  act  on  the  Statute  Book. 

If  they  had  any  thing  in  their  nature  of 

Permanent  or  fundamental,  why  did  his 
lajesty's  ministers  consent  to  their  repeal 
already,  in  two  important  instances;  in 
toto»  as  to  the  Irish  dissenters^  by  the  act 
of  that  parliament  of  1779— and  equally 
to  wit|i  respect  to  the  Catholics,  by  the 
Irish  act  of  1793 — with  the  exception  of 
those  reserved  disabilities,  against  the  fur- 
ther eonttQu^ce  of  which  I  am  now  con- 
tending ? 

And.  here  I  roust  remind  your  lordships 
of  »  still  later  instance,  and  one  still  nearer 
home^^y  which  your  lordships  must  have 
seen,  from  some  recent  discussions,  how 
little  chose,  most  conversant  with  the  ques- 
tion, and  therefore  best  qualiQed  to  de- 
cide, appeared  to  have  agreed  as  to  the 
necessity  or  propriety  of  enforcing  these 
tests— at  this  day,  even  in  the  first  of  all 
your  own  corporate  establishments*  the 
protestapt  city  of  London  itself. 

Cease  then,  I  beseech  you,  to  oppose 
ebjectioQs  so  often  refuted,  to  the  better 
argument  of  vour  own  practice-— and 
itbandon  the  vam  attempt  of  endeavouring 
•ti!l  to  uphold,  as  sacred  things  and  not  to 
be  touched,  those  very  statutes  which  you 
have  yourselves  already  repealed  and  mo- 
4ified,  again  and  again— to  the  unspeak- 
able benefit,  of  large  classes  of  your  fellow- 
subjects,  and  ihe  acknowledged  and  rapid 
advancement  of  the  prosperity  of  the 
state.  But,  above  all  things,  do  not  ca- 
lumniate the  glorious  settlement  of  1688,. 
by  imputing  any  narrow  principle  of  ex- 
clusion, to  that  consummation  and  triumph 

^f  political  freedom 

The  truly  great  iqao» 

under  whose  banners  our  iincestors^  made 
their  successful  struggle — that  tried  friend 
^liberty,  civil  aad  religioDvU.kaowi).  to 


have  consented,  with  great  i«htctance»  to 
the  infliction,  on  any  portion  of  his  sub* 
jects,  of  those  disabilities,  which,  in  this 
country,  were  rendered,  perhaps,  tndispen«» 
sable  by  a  sad  and  overpowering  neces- 
sity—but nothing  can  justify  their  conti- 
nuance, after  the  necessity  has  ceased  to 
exist— and  what  noble  lord  will  pot  bis 
hand  on  his  heart  and  say,  that  we  are 
not  arrived  already  at  that  happy  period. 

For  where  is  there  now  an  insolent  pre- 
tender to  the  British  crown  ?  and  is  there 
a  British  subject,  who  does  not  know  and 
feel,  with  conscious  security,  that  it  is  ir- 
revocably seated  on  the  brows  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's illustrious  House  ?  Where  are  we 
now  to  find  the  principle  of  that  forndda- 
ble  confederacy,  with  which  our  ancestors 
had  to  contend  ?  the  assertion  of  the  rigbta 
of  exiled  royalty,  and  of  the  repudiated 
Catholic  faith.  Where  are  now  the  thao- 
ders  of  the  once  all-powerful  head  of  that 
churchf  with  which  he  had  been  accn^ 
tomed  tu  shake  the  monarch  on  hia  tbren<r» 
and  to  convul^  the  Christian  world?  If 
all  these  dangers  have  so  entirely  ceased 
to  exist,  that,  for  the  proof  of  tneir  ever 
having  had  an  existence,  at  any  period* 
we  can  only  look  to  the  history  of  times 
long  gone  by— I  call  upon  those,  who  will. 
still  cling  to  those  exclusions  which  they 
can  no  longer  defend,  for  one  jostifiabi% 
ar^umeat-«*-one  plea  of  even  colonrabl» 
expediency-^for  the  continuance  of  these 
degrading  badges  of  distinction— on  this 
important  class  of  our  commanity^-nume- 
rous,  loyal,  and  energetic. 

But  what  sophistry,  we  are  asked,  will 
satisfy  tiiose  conscientious  scruples^  which 
interpose  an  insuperable  obstacle  to  these 
concessions  to  the  Catholics,  in  the  oath 
of  the  king--*"  to  preserve  those  rightly 
"  which,  by  law,  do  or  shall  appertain,  to 
"  the  bishops  and  clergy  of  the  establish- 
"  ed  church." 

According  to  the  oonstitutional  doc^ 
trine,  all  the  King^s  acts  are  the  acts  of 
Hhe  King's  ministers.  Even  the  speeciv 
from  the  throne  is,  constitutionaliy,  so  ta 
be  understood— ^and,  from  the  aanerea- 
soning,  these  conscientious  scniplas,  of 
which  we  have  heard  so  much  of  late^  are 
to  be  considered,  in  this  Hoasej  not  aa 
those  of  the  royal  mind,  Imt  as  the  scru- 
ples, real  or  assumed,  of  the  ministenh-* 
aa  such  they  are  equally  open  to  aU  the 
freedom  of  Qomment  and  observation^  ^ 
every  other  royal  power,  privilege,  aei 
prerogative,  for  the  due  exercise  of 
^  the  Duiiisteni  art  alone  re^ioniible. 
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And  iinl»  Grom  tlie^Tery  wrordmg  of  ibe 
MtK  "  t^  riflbls  which  by  law  do  or 
lUlajftfttio,  it  b  obvious^  that  these 
rigU  im  clearly  uadersiaod  by  4he  fra- 
iQffi  of  tJus  oath,  to  be,  like  every  other 
'  vm  of  human  lef^islation,  subject  to  be 
rtnrwci  tod  modified,  a^  times  and  civ- 
ncirances  night  require.  Even  a  aub- 
nfiLr^  ud  direct  modification  therefore 
•(■-iioQt  infringe  upon  this  obligation, 
-^r  its  iirictest  construction.     But  the 

i:^^  presume  not  to  solicit  any  such. 
IW;,  oo  toe  contrary,  solemnly  disclaim 
^  nih,  any  intention  or  wish,  to  in- 
•eiut,  directly  or  indirectly,  with  the 
\taof  the  Churchy  as  established  by 
if. 

lVe]rvknowledge>that  much  has  been 
:n  already;  so  much  indeed,  that, 
•epuuireiy  speaking,  little  rttmains  for 
^^Pmettaotto  concede,  however  truly 
^^bdts  as  an  acquisition  to  the  Catholic, 
'"ivfau  principle  is  it  then,  that,  in  all 
:<  diiciniions  from  177$  to  1793,  a  pe* 
'^ofcoQcession  of  fifteen  years,  these 
'ttacBUoua  scruples  were  never  awaken- 

*  otfi>rfr  or  rather,  why  have  they  been 
'''twakeoed,  at  any  time  ?  It  is,  because 
-'Tiave  afforded  a  convenient  vehicle 
'liMie,  aod  for  the  misrepresentation 
•aenotives  of  others ;  and  an  excellent 

^mi  for  raising  a  popular  cry. 

^  thne  very  persons,  wbo  have  been 
'.A  iMd  ia  their  oomplaints,  against  the 

'jtcincy  of  pressing  this  discussion  for- 
•viUaader  circumslences  of  such  pecu- 
^  <iilicacy,  as  they  would  represent  them 
*^«-stfe  fully  aware,  thai  it  waa  for  the 
'-paiioQ  of  the  ezeculive  branch  of  the 
'^  iioties»  and  for  that  only,  .that  the 
l'^  is  qnestioo  was  obviously  framed. 
'*  W  eenld  it  be  supposed,  to  have 
^^  ioto  the  mind  of  our  wise  and 
^tistioiiai  ancestors^  to  devise  an  ex« 
^^  to  embarraie  and  impede  tho 
'^  Wtions  of  their  own  legialatnre,  by 
^*og  on  one  of  its  branches  the 
*^^  of  aft  oath  ?•— and  for  what  ?-«»as 

*  "^  opoQ  the  proceedings  of  the  other 
"••^Was  either  Uonae  v«ry  likely  to 
'^  prcmned-vthen  in  tk  full  vigor  of 
;  «ir  bestpalylic  energie»^tbat  th«  in- 
^'^''Mn  of  aueh  a  chock  as  this  would 
^^n  become  neeassary,  to  secure  the 
^*''*'i^^  and  agaiaet  whom  ^  agaiwefc 
"'^heoaae  of  parliament  tlKmeelvet 
^•it  ponibiet^^  conceivfk.  that  tiMse 
y  bseiN  of  pprfamani  would  ev«r 
^  <^iiin»iJ  t«t  placa  so  annaoafeitii- 
^*«4Ai  19  ^m  Q4m  iwot  mvimy  in- 


dependent branches  so  degrading  a  powerj^ 
in  the  hands  of  the  third  estate  ^  Inere  is 
thereiibre  this  plain  and  obvious  answer  to 
be  given  to  all  tb^se  scruples  of  consci- 
ence—Hhe  oath  of  the  king  does  not  apply- 
to  the  making  of  laws,  but  to  ti)e  execu* 
tion  of  them. 

But  where  were  these  conscientioua 
scruples,  when  evtfn  the  constitutional 
ministers  of  king  William  advised  their 
rpyal  master  to  abolish  episcopacy  iia 
Scotland  in  1689,  and  to  eetablish  tha 
Presbyterian  religion— when  he  bad  bound 
himself—by  his  coronation  oath— but 
three  months  before,  to  the  perpetual  and 
exclusive  support  of  the  rights  of  the 
established  church?  Where  were  thesft 
Kruples,  when  the  Britisii  Protestant  go* 
vernment  established  Uio  Roman  Catholic 
religion,  at  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic^ 
amongst  his  Majesty's  North  American: 
subjects  ^  And  have  the  chances  of  war> 
which  in  se  short  a  period  of  time  have  so 
entirely  changed  the  face  of  the  European 
world,  removed  altogether  iirom  our  recol* 
lection,  that  contemptible  farce,  whicb 
was  represented,  not  so  very  long  ago,  iik 
the  little  island  of  Corsica-^and  under  tho 
authority,  as  it  should  eeem,  of  his  Majes- 
ty's command-^when  the  king  was  insult- 
ed, by  the  solemn  mockery  of  the  present 
of  a  new  crown;  and  the  religion  of  Roma 
a  second  time  established,  by  our  acrupii« 
lous  ministers  ? 

But  the  truth  is,  that  a  peculiar  rule  of 
conduct,  mid  of  construction,  has  been 
established  by  the  King's  ministers,  for 
that  side  of  the  channel  to  which  these 
petitions  relate. — When  any  thing  haa. 
Keen  claimed,  on  their  part,  as  confckrtng 
an  advantage<^in  that  system  of  alledged 
reciprocity  which  ties  the.legislatures  to* 
getber,  have  we  not  known  it  to  have  bees 
decided  against  the  claim  of  the  weaker^ 
with  all  the  literal  strictness  of  a  penal 
statute?  Whilst  to  the  more  congenial 
doctrines  of  exclusion  and  disability,  lati- 
tude of  construction  ia  given  ample  and 
abundant^  whenever  the  claims  of  hisMa^ 
jesty's  Irish  Catholic  subjects  are  brought 
under  consideration.  And  therefore  it  ia 
obvious,  and  I  suppose  it  is  necessary,  so 
long  as  our  mutual  relations  shall  coiii* 
tinne  in  their  present  state— that  a  Britisk 
minister  must  nave  one  parliamentary  con* 
aciencft  for  Ireland,  and  a  .very  dinefeak 
ona  indaed  for  the  rest  of  the  United  Kiitg« 
dam*  end  the  other  damini^ns  and  de^ 
pendeooiai.Qf  the  Brkiib  crown. 

Bal  Brotmtanti   and.  GatUien  bav» 
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never  drawn  togetber,  as  we  are  UM,  cor- 
dfaily,  and  for  the  advantage  of  the  com^ 
munity^  in  the  common  enjoyment  of  po- 
litical |>ririlegesi  or  the  joint  discbarge  of 
riblicdatie»— Idenytheassutnption;  and 
call  lo  my  aid  the  history  of  the  past; 
and  every  man's  experience  of  what  ts 
daily  passing  inopr  own  times. 
•  For«  who  has  ever  qoestioned  the  zeal 
and  fidelity  of  Sully's  services  to  his  Ca- 
tholic master,  Henry  the  4th,  of  France  ? 
Gould  it  enter  into  the  mind  of  any  man 
to  conceive^  that  the  brilliant  careers  of 
Saxe,  of  Schomberg,  or  of  Turenne^  were 
restrained,  in  any  one  solitary  instance, 
by  the  reflection,  that  these  great  generals 
were  fighting  the  battles  of  a  prince  of  a 
religion  different  from  their  own  ? — In  the 
pure  and  simple  government  of  the  Ame- 
rican Skates,  who  has  ever  complained, 
that  the  constitution  works  ill,  because  all 
ilt  situations  are  open  alike  to  every  citi- 
zen of  the  Union  of  whatever  religious 
fiefsuasion  ? — ^And,  in  the  latter  establish- 
ments of  imperial  France,  will  any  man 
affect  to  believe  himself,  or  endeavour  to 
impress  on  the  credulity  of  others,  that 
any  difference  of  opinion,  on  matters  of 
religion,  has  ever  deprived  the  great  and 
extraordinary  ruler  of  that  extraordinary 
people,  of  tlie  full  benefit  of  every  talent, 
and  of  the  united  energies  of  all  his  sub- 
jects ? 

In  proof,  however,  of  the  assumption 
which  I  am  combating,  the  administra- 
tion of  NecUar  has  been  urged,  and  the 
calamity 4  which  so  suddenly  overwhelmed 
the  unhappy  prince,  who  had  entrusted 
his  affiiirs  to'tfaat  minister — but  surely  there 
is  not  a  man  in  existence,  who  is  pre- 
paid to  attribute  the  calamities  of  France 
to  such  a  source  as  this  r  truly  because 
the  king  had  called  a  minister  to  bis  coun- 
cils, of  a  religion  different  from  that  of 
the  state — No,  it  was  because  he  had  not 
taken  good  counsel  before,  because  that 
government  too  had  been  insolent  in  the 
pride  of  its  prosperity,  because  even  the 
nearer  approaches  of  danger  had  nottaugbt 
ita  fatal  counsellors  wisJom-^because  the 
patient  bad  not  submitted  himself  to  the 
naw  physician,  till  the  disease  had  seissed 
upon  the  vitals,  and  the  power  of  medicine 
was  at  an  end— because  the  time  for  the 
wholesome  correction  of  abuses  had  been 
aoffered  to  go  by,  and  the  grievances  of 
the  people  to  remain  unheeded^  till  public 
diacont«nt<barst  out  imo  an  open  contempt 
of  all  estabhabed  aothority-**tranpled  law 
iMlordci^roligiai  and  royalty,  nndcr  in 


faaU-aad  levelfod  with  the  dot,  th» 
mittfaty  monarchy  of  France — at  once, 
and  almost  without  a  struggle— a  fbrmid* 
able  warning  to  ev^y  ot^er  existing  go- 
vernment !  and  a  signal  example^  of  uie* 
sudden  and  irresialable  pressure,  of  thw 
general  sense  of  oppression  and  iojosticcj. 
on  great  commcmittes  of  men  f 

I  must  ecfually  combaet  another  asser- 
tion, for  it  IS  no  mor«,  and  an  unftnmdcKf 
assertion  too,  however  frequently  made, 
repeated,  and  relied  upon,  viz.  that  the 
experiment,  of  such  a  communicatloii  of 
privileges  as  I  am  contendmg  for,  has  bU 
ready  failed,  in  the  experience  of  oor  own 
country— I  deny,  that  such  an  experiment 
has  ever  been  made— For  surely  we  shall 
look  in  vain,  to  the  wild  and  intemperate 
measures  of  James  2,  for  evidence  of  stich 
a  spirit  of  comprehension  as  this,  equality 
of  political  rights  between  bis  Protestant 
and  Catholic  subjects  was  not  eyen  the 
professed  object,  at  which  the  conduct  of 
this  arbitrary  bigot  aimed— Ins  short 
tempestuous  reign  was  a  perpetual  strap- 
gle  for  the  ascendency  of  nis  own  churchy 
the  supremacy  of  his  ovm  power,  for  the 
extinction  of  the  liberty  of  his  people— tho 
overthrow  of  their  reHgton. 

Another  objection  arises  from  the  con- 
duct, which  has  been  imputed  to  the  pe^ 
titioners,  in  the  ptlTsult  of  tbtir  parlia- 
mentary objects,  and  en  the  recovery  of 
those  nghts  to  which  they  hare  bttn  re- 
stored. They  are  representod^  unrea- 
sonable men«-«ntirely  devatd  of  gratitude 
for  fovours  already  conferred- -and  there- 
fore as  unworthy  of  any  farther  attention 
from  the  crown,  or  from  either  Hoose  of 
Parliament— to  Ay^ciate  the  force  of 
this  objection.  It  will  be  necessary  fof  us 
to  take  a  short  review  of  the  different  pe- 
riods, at  which  the  Irish  CaUiolics  have 
obtained  relief  from  the  legislature,  and 
of  the  peculiar  circiUBstances,  if  any,  at- 
tendant upon  each. 

The  fir^t  relaxation,  in  1776,  came,  un- 
solited  by  themselves— the  measure  of  the 
King's  ministers,  in  consequence  of  the 
royal  recommendation  from  the  throne. 

The  two  statates  of  t78S  were  alike  the 
measures  of  the  ministers  of  the  crown. 

The  government  of  the  day  cordially  co* 
operated  with  that  system  of  conctliatton 
which  they  bad  theraselires  introduced— 
and  the  progress  of  the  coontry  m  all  (tie 
habits  Of  osefol  industry.  In  numbers,  in 
comfon,  in  wealth  and  strength,  and 
shore  an,  in  the  general  dlflbsiM'of  the 
spirit  of  mOt  liberty^  sad*  ailsooil  M^ 
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peodaace— TCieiabM  moie  the  work  of 
ma^Ct  than  the  slow  march  of  boaaa 
legislation. 

The  liberaKty  of  die  gOTerament,  how- 
•ever«  and  of  the  Parliament,  appeared  to 
have  latiified  themfehres  already,  with  the 
length  to  which  their  concessions  had  ran. 
Accordingly  in  179 1 ,  the  Catholics  humbly 
submitted  their  situation  to  the  Go* 
▼ernmeut ;  but  they  submitted  their  sito- 
ation.  in  vain.  In  1792,  they  received 
some  trifling  relaxations,  in  consequence 
of  a  Bill,  supported  by  the  then  Irish  mi* 
nister— but,  as  a  counterpoise  to  this  ap* 
parent  favour  on^the  part  of  Gofernment, 
the  Catholics  had  the  misfortune  of  feel- 
ing, in  the  same  year,  the  infliction  of  its 
real  and  severest  hostility,  in  the  rejection 
of  their  petition  by  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, and  the  resolutions  of  the  obedient 
counties,  cities,  and  grand  juries,  which 
were  intended  as  a  final  extinguisher  upon 
the  Catholic  claims. 

The  meeting  however  of  their  dele- 
gates, in  the  month  of  December  in  that 
vear,  worked  a  miracle  in  their  favonr-^and 
nere  I  must  be  permitted  to  detail  some 
circumstances  to  the  House,  to  which  I 
am  myself  particularly  competent  to 
speak. 

Having  had  opportunities  of  being  ac- 
quainted with  the  proceedings  of  that 
body,  and  with  the  aentimenu  of  some 
ofiu  leading  members;  knowtoff  fryn 
their  feelings — ^whether  well  or  ill  roondld 
I  knew  not— of  the  treatment  which 
they  conceived  themselves  fo  have  re- 
ceived, fhmi  the  Irish  Govenmeii^  that 
they^were  not  disposed  to  make  any  for^ 
Iher  communication  throuff k  thai  quarter 
-**feanng  that  the  King  might  have  been 
advised  not  to  receive  their  petition, 
through  any  other  channel  but  that  of  his 
repreaentalive— and  bemg  greatly  appre- 
hensive of  the  efiecis,  whicp  would  havw^ 
followed  its  rejectioui  in  the  theo^  temper 
of  the  public  puind— >I  obtained  from  the 
leaders  of  the  Catholic  body,  not  however 
without  the  expression  of  great  reluctance 
en  their  part,  tneir  consent  to  oflbr  their 
petition  to  the  Government,  to  be  trans- 
mitted in  the  usual  way ;  provided  I 
should  receive  assurances,  that  it  would  be 
laid  before  the  King.  And  I  pressed,  at 
the  same  time,  for  a  recommendation  on 
the  part  of  the  government,  of  the  resto- 
ration of  the  elective  franchise,  however 
limited  in  point  of  extent,  and  restricted 
to  freehold!  of  whatever  large  amount. 
To  Ibcse  representations  of  mine«  the  then 


Iri^  Minister*  now  a  noble  ear),  and  n 
much  respected  and  regarded  member  of 
this  House  (the  earlof&ckinghamshire)^ 
urged,  amongst  other  objections,  ^he  im- 
possibility of  the  Irish  Parliament  being 
brought  to  cpnsent  to  such  a  concession. 
And  so  I  was  sent  back  to  my  Catholic 
friends*  an  unsuccessful  negotiator — and' 
the  petition  of  the  Catholics  was  presented 
to  the  King  by  messengers  of  their  own. 

The  King's  ministers  however  on  this 
side  of  the  water,  happily  for  the  peace 
of  the  country,  were  of  a  different  opinion^ 
and  accordingly,  in  consequence  of  his 
Majesty's  command,  it  became  the  duty 
of  the  noble  earl  to  introduce,  at  the. 
opening  of  the  next  session,  the  Act  of 
179:) ;  by  which,  instead  of  a  very  limited 
power  of  votinff,  with  which  ihey  would 
have  been  satisfied,  at  the  time  of  my  fruit- 
less negotiation — the  elective  fianchise  ie 
thrown  open  to  the  Catholics,  in  its  fullest 
extent;  and  they  are  placed  upon  the 
footing  of  his  Majesty's  Prote.^tant  sub* 
jects  in  every  other  respect— with  the  ex- 
ception only  of  those  disabilities,  few  I 
confess  in  their  comparative  number,  liow* 
ever  grievous  in  their  effect,  from  which 
their  present  petition  seeks  for  their  relief. 

Nothing  is  farther  from  my  intention, 
than  to  urge  what  I  have  stated,  as  any 
Charge  asainst  the  official  conduct  of  the 
noble  earL  I  am  persuaded  the  noble 
earl  was  acting  in  strict  conformity  with 
the  instructions  which  he  had  received  ; 
and  I  am  equally  persuaded,  from  what 
passed  between  us  at  our  short  interview, 
that  the  noble  earl  was  impressed  with 
an  opinion  of  the  firmness  and  consistency 
of  what  was  then  termed  the  Protestant 
ascendancy  in  the  Irish  Parliament,  very 
diflferent  mdeed  from  what  subsequent 
evenu  would  appear  to  justify. 

I  have  made  the  statement,  as  a  com- 
plete answer  to  those  imputations,  which 
nave  been  thrown  upon  the  Catholics,  foe 
their  want  of  just  gratitude  for  conces- 
sions so  important  as  these— But  the  Ca- 
tholics could  not  have  forgot,  that  these 
concessions,  however  important,  were  not 
the  voluntary  gifts  of  unintbrced  liberality 
on  the  part  of  the  King's  Irish  representa- 
tive. They  were  rung,  by  the  circum- 
stances of  the  moment,  from  a  reluctant, 
hostile  Government,  and  a  Parliament  still 
more  at  enmity  with  their  Catholic  coun- 
trymen. It  was  fresh  in  the  recoHectioQ 
of  the  Catholics,  that  this  was  the  same 
Government,  which  had  refused  to  take 
their  case. into  ^onsideicatton  in.  i79l«« 
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Ihat  An  wu  the  tstme  Pirliament«  in 
which  the  Comnions  had  rejected  their 
petition  in  1792>  as  dn  avowed,  an  eternal 
bar  to  erery  hope  of  theirs — then  and  for 
ever<— that  this  was  ttie  same  Govern* 
nentj  and  these  the  same  champions  of 
the  Protestant  cause,  who,  aAer  they  had 
succeeded  in  disquieting  and  inflaming  the 
country  from  end  to  end,  by  a  wretched 
canvass,  through  every  county  and  city, 
and  almost  every  petty  corporation,  for 
the  worthless  pledges  of  lives  and  for- 
tunes, to  the  perpetual  resistuiee  of  every 
lurther  relaxation — were  not  ashamed,  in 
4)efiance  of  all  these  their  mutual  protesta- 
tions and  pledges,  and  when  a  few  months 
liad  scarcely  passed,  to  open  the  new  year 
snd  the  succeeding  session  of  Parliament, 
in  the  suddenly  assumed  character  of  re- 
formed patrons  of  liberality,  and  to  run 
the  race  of  concession,  with  the  tried  and 
foremost  friends  of  the  Catholid  claims. 

The  Catholics  however  were  not  defi- 
cient in  the  expression  of  dutiful  loyalty 
to  their  Sovereign,  or  in  the  decent  tender 
of  their  acknowledgments  to  his  repre- 
sentative. But  they  were  not  so  besuttc\i, 
as  not  to  know  and  to  appreciate^  in  these 
events  so  interesting  to  all  their  future 
fortunes,  what  had  been  due  toothers,  to 
Abe  occasion,  and  to  themselves— and  if 
they  were  disposed  to  forget  the  impotent 
hostility  of  the  Irish  administration — to 
give  to  the  conduct  of  the  British  Mi- 
nisters, the  praise  of  firmness,  wisdom  aild 
decision — and  to  attribute  the  signal  suc- 
cess, which  had  crowned  their  cause,  to 
the  unprecedented  crisis  of  public  afiairs, 
the  justice  of  their  claims,  their  own 
etrenglb,  and  the  weakness  of  the  Govern- 
ment—if I  say  the  Catholics  were  dis- 
posed thud  to  argue,  and  I  firmly  believe 
that  these  were  the  feelings  with  which 
they  have  been  impressed ;  it  must  appear 
to  every  unprejucliced  mind,  as  the*  ob- 
"^ious  and  undeniable  result — thai  the  Ca- 
tholics have  been  always  ready,  in  every 
review  of  these  important  transactions,  to 
render  complete  justice  to  themselves,  and 
to  others. 

Bat  their  refusal  to  disclaim  the  autho- 
rity of  the  Pope  in  spiritual  matters,  is  the 
master  objection  against  them  of  the  pre- 
sent day;  which  appears,  like  Aaron's 
serpent,  to  have  swallowed  up  alt  the  rest. 
No  man  is  so  ignorant  as  not  to  know, 
that  its  professed  unity  in  doctrines,  and 
in  discipline,  under  one  and  the  same  de- 
clared head,  is  the  essential,  distinguish- 
ing characteristic  of  the  Catholic  Church 
•"-uii  yet  we  are  told,  with  all  the  loieni* 
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n?(y  of  a  well-ibonded  charge,  that  these 
Irish  Catholics  are  the  most  unreasonable 
of  men,  because  they  will  not  rehoaitce 
upon  oath  this  first  tenet  of  their  religion, 
and  consent  to  recognise  a  new  head  of 
their  Church,  in  the  person  of  a  Protestant 
King.  By  persons  who  argue  thns,  I 
should  not  be  surprised  to  bare  b^ard, 
even  the  oath  of  supremacy  ft^elf««^hat  off^ 
springof  the  vices  ofa  ferocious  tyrant-— 
erected  into  another  fundamental  prrnci- 
pie  of  the  British  Constitution*— if  every 
concession  to  the  Catholic,  for  the  last  SO 
years,  ^tth  not  pro  tanto  a  repeal  of  that 
oath,  and  a  parli:tmentary  refutath>n  of 
such  an  assumption. 

The  Irish  Catholic,  under  the  eliating 
tests,  solemnly  abjures  the  authonty  of 
the  Pope  in  all  temporal  matters^— pledget 
himself  to  be  a  faithful  subject  to  die 
Ring — and  to  defend  the  succession  (e 
the  crown,  and  the  arrangement  of  pro- 
perty, as  now  established  by  law—and 
that  he  will  not  exercise  any  privileges,  te 
which  he  is  or  may  become  entitled,  m 
disturb  the  Protestant  religion,  or  Protes* 
tant  government. 

What  ground  of  possible  apprehenaioil 
has  ever  suggested  Itself  to  the  mind  of 
the  greatest  alarmist  on  this  interesUng 
subject^  which  is  not  already  provided 
against;  efiectuaily,  by  the  terms  of  this 
oath. 

But  the  Catholic  will  not  specifically 
renounce,  in  spiritual  matters,  all  connec- 
tion with  the  acknowledged  head  of  his 
church — ^And  why  should  you  require  it 
of  h'rni  ?  In  all  temporal  concerns  he  has 
done  so  already,  in  terms  the  most  ex- 
plicit-^and  what  practical  injury  hni  ever 
resulted  to  the  state,  from  the  connection 
between  the  Irish  Caholic  and  the  holy 
see — as  it  has  submitted  for  the  last  hun- 
dred years — an  eventful  period,  marked 
by  no  less  than  three  rebellions  at  home ; 
the  loss  of  the  American  colonies;  and, 
thit  fruitful  parent  of  mischief^  the  French 
revolution  ? — ^at  any  one  of  these  interest- 
ing conjunctures,  has  the  sfightest  endea- 
vour to  sow  disaffection  aitiongst  his.  Ma- 
jesty's Catholic  subjects,  been  ever  even  im- 
puted to  the  court  of  Rome  ?  And,  if  such 
an  object  had  been  in  the  contemplation 
of  that  court,  would  she  have  fiiiied  to  have 
profited  by  these  occasions^  so  obrioosly 
oppottune  and  favourable  ? 

But  amongst  some   recent  positions,* 

*  Supposed  to  allude  to  what  fell  from 
lord  Castlereagh,  in  the  othef  House,  on 
the  25th  of  jttay< 
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>ivhidh  have  been  laid  down  upon  this  sab- 
ject,  three  tolerably  strong  assertions  ap- 
pear to  have  been  made.  Ist.  That  be* 
yond  all  the  states  on  the  continent  Ire- 
land was  influenced  and  controuled  by 
the  papal  power.  2dly.  That  there  was 
no  country  in  £urope«in  which  the  popn- 
lation  was  in  a  state  oi^  greater  depen- 
dance  upon  their  clergy.  And  Sdly.  That 
the  Catholic  hierarchy  had  more  the  con- 
duct of  the  Irish  population  in  their  hands, 
than  the  law,  or  any  other  influence  what- 
ever. 

If  the  first  of  these  positions  should  ap- 
pear to  be  founded  in  fact,  it  would  be  no 
matter  for  wonder,  when  it  is  recollected, 
how  great  a  tendency  the  persecution  of 
any  religious  sect  is  known  to  have  had, 
4t  all  times  and  under  all*  circumstances, 
to  rivet  the  attachment  of  all  the  sufierers 
in  the  same  cause,  to  the  doctrines  of  that 
church,  for  the  sake  of  which  they  are 
thus  oppressed.  Though  I  firmly  believe, 
that  the  position  is  not  founded,  in  fact, 
yet,  as  it  does  not  become  me  to  assert  in 
this  place,  what  I  cannot  have  the  means 
of  accurately  knowing,  I  do  not  therefore 
think  myself  justified  in  giving  an  abso-- 
lute  denial  4o  this  broad  assumption.  Of 
this  however  I  am  certain,  Vour  lordships 
assuredly  have  in  your  hands,  the  means 
of  making  this  attachment,  whatever  it 
may  be,  completely  innoxious,  by  the 
removal  of  the  strons  cement  of  exclu- 
sion, and  giving,  to  the  enfranchised  Ca- 
tholic, an  additional  motive  of  allegiance 
to  the  state. 

To  the  other  two  propositions,  my  own 
personal  knowledge  of  the  fact,  in  some 
extensive  districts,  and  the  inforo^tioni 
which  I  have  derived  from  sources  the 
most  abundant  and  authentic,  as  well  as 
from  my  own  observation,  make  it  impe- 
rative upon  me,  to  refuse  my  assent  in  the 
most  unqualified  manner. 

Daring  the  whole  course  of  the  late  re- 
bellion, and  of  the  unquiet  periods  which 
immediately  preceded  and  followed  that 
calamity  ;  as  well  as  in  my  own  endea- 
vours to  enforce  obedience  to  the  laws, 
which  have  not  been  very  limited,  and 
sometimes  not  unsuccessful — it  would  be 
base  injustice  if  I  did  not  acknowledge, 
that  I  have  received,  from  the  clergy  of 
that  communion— at  all  times,-— co-opera- 
tion and  assistance  the  most  perslevering, 
and  often  the  most  eflectuaJ.  But  1  most 
confess,  at  the  ^ame  time,  that  their  best 
exertions  hav«  been  too  frequently  ana- 
tailing:— (he  fact  i«»  and  it  i%a  circum* 
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stance  deeply  to  be  lamented,  that  the  in- 
fluence of  the  Catholic  clergy,  on  tho 
feeling  and  conduct  of  the  lower  classes 
of  their  communion,  has  greatly  and  avow- 
edly declined.  And  look  into  the  book  of 
human  nature,  and  let  mc  ask  you,  on 
which  side  it  is  that  the  influence  ought 
to  preponderate,  in  the  present  relative 
situation  of  the  Irish  Catholic  pastor,  and 
the  flock  committed  to  his  charge— when 
your  lordships  call  to  mind,  that  it  is  to 
the  fluctuating  and  precarious  liberality 
of  the  Irish  population,  that  the  ill-fated 
ecclesiastic  of  that  persuasion  is  to  ]ook> 
literally,  for  the  daily  bread  which  he  is 
to  eat  ?— Unless  therefore  dependence 
is  considered  as  a  source  of  influence, 
amongst  my  blundering  countrymen,  I 
know  not  where  you  can  find  its  princi- 
ple, in  the  relative  situation  of  the  Irish 
Catholic  pastor,  and  of  his  flock. — And 
with  respect  to  the  hierarchy,  what  means 
of  influencing  can  they  possess,  except 
through  the  intervention  and  ministry  of 
their  respective  parish  priests-^^ituated 
as  I  have  truly  described  them  to  be? 

But,  on  the  subject  of  ihat  ever  to  be 
calumniated  hierarchy,  did  not  one  gra- 
cious expression  escape  the  lipn  of  the 
person,  by  whom  these;  positions  appear 
to  have  been  so  authoratively  laid  down. 
— ^nd  yet  the  vent^rable  name  of  Moylaik 
(Catholic  prelate  of  Cork.)"— his  meek  vir* 
tues — ^and  zealous  exert i«>n8  in  the  cause 
of  loyalty  and  good  order—- when  the  flee% 
of  France  was  at  anchor  in  an  Irish  har- 
bour—could not  have  escaped  Win  ohser- 
varion-^^and  he  too  mo«t  have  had  oppor- 
tunities of  knowing,  as  I  have  had  many, 
that  a  more  exemplary  body  of  men  does 
not  exi^t,  in  the  whole  circumference  of 
the  United  Kingdom— and  it  is  impossible 
that  he  should  not  have  been  well  aware, 
that  the  Catholic  clergy  yield  not  evcn~to 
those  of  our  own  established  cburi:h,  in 
the  zealous  and  laborious  discharge  of  all 
their  respective, duties. 

For  the  peace  of  my  coiintry,  and  the 
credit  of  its  Catholic  population,  I  truly 
wish  that  I  could  agree  in  the  viewj  which 
appears  to  have  been  taken  in  the  quartet 
to  which  I  have  alluded,  of  th^  influence 
attributed  to  their  clergy,  either  of  the 
inferior  or  of  the  first  class.— If  they 
really  bad  that  weight,  I  should  agree 
most  readily,  that  no  system  of  law  would 
be  so  eflicacious— and  I  am  equally  satis- 
fied as  to  the  fidelity  of  its  application,  ta 
the  enforcement  of  loyalty  and  submission 
to  the  law«    But  it  is  a  melancholy  feet* 
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that  they  do  not  possess  the  weight  which 
has  been  attributed  to  them— I  dis- 
tinctly say,  that  I  know,  and  have  lament- 
ed sincerely,  the  decline  of  that  influence, 
as  a  firiend  to  peace  and  good  order,  and 
to  the  tranquillity  of  my  country ;  and 
that  I  should  hail  its  return,  as  a  public 
benefit  of  the  greatest  value. 

With  respeot  to  that  ill-fated  Veto— the 
introduction  of  which  into  the  Catholic 
vocabulary  I  witnessed  with  sincere  re- 
gret—I can  only  say  for  myself,  that  I 
want  no  additional  security— that  I  see  no 
necessity  for  any— but  I  am  equally  ready 
to  acknowledge,  that  it  will  be  the  boun- 
den  duty  of  the  Catholic,  whenever  the 
happy  moment  of  conciliation  shall  ar- 
rive, to  go  the  full  length  his  religion  will 
permit  him,  to  quiet  the  scruples,  however 
groundless  t^nd  imaginary,  of  the  protes- 
tant  legislature — and  their  recent  resolu- 
tions in  two  prrncipat  counties — ^Tipperary 
and  Kildare — and  those  of  their  own  ge- 
neral Committee,  afford  evidence  the  most 
,  convincing,  that  such  is  the  cordial  feeling 
of  the  Catholic  body— rand  wbieh  I  am 
persuaded  their  pre^cy  will  be  ready  to 
meet,  with  correspondent  feelings  on  their 
part — and  what  is  not  less  satisfactory, 
that  they  do  not  appear  to  foresee  any 
4Hiiculty,  in  eflectuating  tho^e  arrange- 
ments, wiiich  the  present  unfortunate  si- 
luafion  of  the  hqly  see  would  certainly 
render  most  desirable — perhaps  indispen- 
sable, in  the  view  of  some  attached  friends 
to  the  measure — though  I  confe;ss  not  in 
inine.  - 

Whenever  that  moment  shall  arrive,  I 
trust  it  will  be  recollected,  1st.  That  we 
^re  not  to  expect,  that  we  can  dispatch 
the  spiritual  rights  of  the  Sovereign  Pon- 
tili^whatever  they  may  be— by  the  for- 
ViiaKty  of  a  few  negative  word?,  in  a  re- 
itrictive  provision,  without  his  own  pre- 
viously obtained  consent— which  Buona- 
parte himself  did  not  disdain  to  place,  in 
the  very  front  of  his  memorable  ecclesi- 
mistical  arrangements,  for  the  French  peo- 
ple, in  180i~And,  52dly.  That,  till  the 
Catholic 'religion  shall  cease  to  exist,  the 
doctrines  and  discipline  of  that  church 
OAUSt  continue  to  be  united,  under  one 
«nd  the  same  head — with  whom,  and  the 
Oiembers  of  that  religious  persuasion,  to 
Interdict,  by  any  legislative  provisions, 
•II  communication  on  spiritual  matters— 
arbsolutely  and  sine  cftir-^must  ever  fail, 
fs  a  vain  attempt  to  enact  awavi  by  hu- 
oian  laws,  an  essentiaU  and  distinguishing 
Italgie  of  the  Catholic  faith* 


But  let  it  be  understood,  that  I  speak 
from  no  authority,!  but  that  of  my  own 
mind — and  the  view,  which  it  has  pre- 
sented tome,  of  this  deeply  interesting 
subject — and  that  I  am  not  the  charge 
d'affaireof  any  man  or  body  of  men,  lay 
or  ecclesiastical. 

In  pressing  the  Claim  of  the  petitioners 
to  that  relief,  which  they  seek  from  this 
House,  I  have  andeavoured  to  shew — 2l^ 
the  most   appropriate  course  for  me  to 
pursue — how  little  of  just  foundation  those 
6bjection<t  have  had  to  rely  upon,  which 
your  lordships  have  ^een  in  the  habit  of 
putting  forward,  to  the  petitioners  and  to 
the  public,  to  sanction  your  persevering 
refusal,  freely  to  open  the  doors  of  the 
constitution,  to  so  large  a  proportion  of 
the  constituency  of  the  state.     To  prov« 
'  the  f  ase  of  those,  whose  cause  I  have  been 
pleading,  it  would  have  been  only  ncces* 
sary  for  me  to  desire,  that  the  statute  of 
the  Irish  parliament  of  1793  should  b« 
read— containing  as  it  does  the  disgusting 
catalogue  of  those  disabilities,  by  which 
the  Catholic  is  still  oppressed — and  then 
to  call  upon  your  lordships,  to  restore  to 
my  suffering  countrymen,  these  their  com* 
mon  rights. 

What  is  it  then  of  which  I  complain,, 
on  the  part  of  his  Majesty's  Catholic  sub- 
jects }  an  injurious  system  of  laws — refu- 
sing equal  benefits — and  imposing  un* 
equal  restraints!  and  what  do  I  demand 
on  their  behalf  >  an  exemption  from  un- 
equal restriction — the  enjoyment  of  their 
birth-rightj  as  citizens  of  a  hee  state;  and 
a  full  and  complete  participation  in  every 
right,  privilege,  and  immunity  of  the  Bri- 
tish Constitution.  Like  the  quality  of  that 
endearing  attribute  of  omnipotent  power, 
your  merciful  dispensations  would  be 
twice  blessed — in  him  that  givefc  and  him 
that  takes— -in  the  deliverance  of  your  en- 
franchised Catholic  millions  from  unme* 
ritod  insult  and  degradation  ;  and  in  the 
increased  and  assurc^d  security  of  the  Pro* 
teatant  state — ^presenting,  to  every  insolent 
menace  of  the  implacable  foe  to  British 
name  and  greatness — a  wall  of  adamant, 
in  the  unconquerable  energies  of  a  united 
people. 

It  only  remains  (or  me  now,  humbly  to 
move, "  That  the  Petition  of  the  genera! 
bod^  of  the  Lrish  Catholics,  and  the  other 
Petitions, from  his  Majesty's  Irish  suhjecti 
of  that  religious  persuasion,  which  lit 
upon  your  lordship'si  table,  may  be 
referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole> 
HoQie/' 
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Respecting  the  Petitions  of  the  Endish 
Catholics,  I  have  carefully  abstained  Mm 
offering  any  observation — 1  did  not  feel« 
that  the  cause,  which  I  have  been  plead- 
inff,  required  the  aid  even  of  their  acknow- 
ledged respectability— -and  I  was  appre- 
hensive of  weakening,  by  the  indiscreet 
zeal  of  a  feeble  advocate,  the  /orce  of 
that  appeal  to  your  lordships'  justice  and 
feelings,  which  they  have  so  wisely  com- 
mitted to  the  experienced  abilities  of  the 
Irish  earl— I  cannot  however  permit  the 
present  occasion  to  pass  away,  without 
desiring  thus  to  register  the  tribute  of  my 
humble  testimony,  to  that  undeviating  te- 
nor of  unshaken  loyalty  to  the  King,  and 
sealous  submission  to  the  law,  which 
slander  itself  has  never  dared  to  assail 
with  its  unhallowed  breath-*and  to  those 
hereditary  claims  to  private  regard,  and 
public  conQdence,  which  have  ever  dis- 
tinguished that  blameless,  and  meritorious 
portion  of  his  Majesty's  subjects. 

The  Earl  of  Clancariy  stated,  that  how- 
ever little  accustomed  to  consume  the 
time  of  the  House  upon  the  ordinary  dis- 
cussions, which  came  before  parliament, 
he  should  be  extremely  reluctant  to  allow 
that  debate  to  pass  over,  without  shortly 
stating  an  outline  of  the  view  with  which 
the  question  under  consideration  present- 
ed itself  to  his  mind;  more  especially  as 
the  present,  was  the  first  opportunity  with 
vshich  he  had  ever  been  furnished,  of 
delivering  his  sentiments  upon  it  in  Par- 
liament. He  did  not  rise  at  that  early  pe- 
riod of  the  debate  for  the  purpose  of  an* 
swering  the  noble  earl  who  had  brouffht 
forward  this  question;  for  in  many  of  his 
sentiments  he  entirely  agreed,  but  for  the 
purpose  of  placing  the  matter  at  issue 
upon  its  proper  grounds,  and  presenting 
it,  in  that  point  of  view,  in  which,  under 
present  circumstances,  and  at  the  present 
time,  he  thought,  it  ought  be  considered. 
He  was  willing  fully  to  admit,  that  the 
acts  of  parliament  cited  by  the  noble 
earl,  inclusive  of.  the  act  of  settlement, 
furnished  no  bar  whatever,  to  the  c^jnces- 
sion  of  further  privileges  to  bis  Majesty's 
Roman  Catholic  subjects,  he  was  also 
.  willing  to  concur  with  the  noble  earl  in 
the  intcftprctation  he  had  given  to  the  co- 
ronation oath ;  although,  as  far  as  this  in- 
terpretation went  to  the  supposed  opinions 
of  his  Majesty,  (who  must  doubtless  be 
considered,  as  the  sole  and  unfettered 
judge  of  its  bearings  upon  his  conscience) 
that  Ale  obligation  of  this  oath  extended 
to  hu  legislative  capacityi  lord  Clancarty 


could  not  but  think  the  references  made 
extremely  irregular,  and  equally  to  have 
been  avoided,  with  any  reference  to  the 
powers  or  privileges 'Ot  the  lower  House  of 
parliament.  Lord  Clancarty  stated  him- 
self to  have  been  of  the  number  of 
those,  who'  conceived,  that  there  was  no« 
thing  in  the  Human  Catholic  tenets  as 
now  acknowlevlged  and  inculcated  in  Ire* 
laud,  of  such  a  pernicious  natuie,  so  inimi* 
cal  to  the  constitutional  establishments 
of  this  country,  as  must  necessarily, 
under  all  circumstances,  at  all  times, 
and  notwithstanding  any  arrangements 
which  might  be  framed  with  them,  ope- 
rate to  exclude  them  from  those  civil 
privileges  which  they  now  sought  at  the 
hands  of  parliament.  He  had  further 
thought,  that  if,  setting  aside  all  bigotry, 
distrust  and  jealousy^  the  Roman  Catho- 
lics shoul.d  come  forward  in  search  of  the 
desired  indulgences,  with  affection  to  the 
government  into  the  employments  of 
which,  it  was  their  wish  to  enter,  with 
confidence  in  the  legislature  in  .the  func- 
tions of  which  they  were  desirous  of  par- 
ticipating, with  respect  and  deference  to 
the  ecclesiastical  and  civil  establishments 
of  the  state,  of  which  they  sought  to  be- 
come co-guardians  with  us  ;  with  a  ready 
disposition  to  obviate,  rather  than  to  create 
difficulties,  and  with  an  expressed  inten* 
lion  to  submit  to  such  restrictions,  not  in« 
compatible  with  the  tenets  of  their  faith, 
as  might  be  deemed  necessary  for  the 
security  of  our  ecclesiastical  and  civil 
establishmenU,  and  the  independence  of 
the  state  ;  that  it  would  be  wise,  politip, 
and  expedient,  as  the  best,  (nay,  perhaps 
the  only)  method  of  governing  3,000,000  of 
his  Majesty's  people,  to  qualify  the  Ro* 
man  Catholics  of  Ireland  for  a  full  parti« 
cipation  in  all  the  privileges  enjoyed  by 
their  Protestant  fellow  subjects.— Such  had 
been,  and  such  still  continued  to  be  his 
opinions.  He  had  also  conceived  that 
the  disposition  of  the  Irish  Roman  Ca« 
tholics  was  of  this  favourable  description  ; 
he  had  drawn  his  opinions  on  this  subject, 
from  a  very  extensive  communication  and 
acquaintance  with  tlie  members  of  that 
body,  and  from  having  long  been  in  ha» 
bits  of  great  intimacy  and  friendship  with 
some  very  valuable  individuals  of  that 
communion.  Hence  he  had  been  led  to 
suppose  that  if  the  enjoyment  of  their  re- 
ligious faith  should  be  secured  to  them, 
they  would  make  no  objection  to  such 
checks  upon,  and  modifications  of  the 
discipline  of  their  church,  as  might  be 
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person  of  ft  mos^  unbending  disposition, 
bigotted  to  his  own  religion,  intolerant  of 
oi^s,  one  who  says  and  unsays  at  pleasure 
accortling  to  the  changes  of  the  day  ;  who 
authorizes  the  noble  baron  (lord  Grenville) 
and  other  disttngitished  advocates  for  the 
Koroan  Catholic?  (Messrs.  Ponsonby  and' 
Grattan)  in  another  place,  and  this  under  bis  , 
hand,  to  assure  parliarneiilof  his  persuasion 
that  the  titular  episcopacy  of  Ireland  will 
<:heerfu1)y  submit  to  an  ctfectUAl  negative 
in  the  crown  in  the  appointment  of  their 
prelates ;  and  afterwards  not  only  denies 
having  so  done,  but  in  his  published  letter 
to  Mr.  Coyne,  asserts  that  hd  would  rather 
lose  the  last  drop  of  his  bleed  titan  be  in- 
ttrumental  to  a  non-catholic  king's  ob- 
tSiinihg  any  power  or  influence  over  any 
part  o(  their  church. 

This  is  Dr.  Mitner's  mode  of  keeping 
faith  with  heretics — this  is  his  coihuvent 
upon'  that  part  of  the  oath  taken  by  him 
in  common  with  the  other  Homan  Ca- 
tholics of  the  empire.  Shall  we  find  a 
disposition  to  conciliate  in  the  uqani- 
mous  thanks  voted  to  this  gentleman,  by 
the  titnlai'  prelacy,  and  their  reappoint- 
ment of  bim  as  their  agent  in  February 
last>  after  all  this  conduct,  after  these  and 
other  x>ifensive  publications,  mere  parti- 
cularly after  that  of  his  Tour  through  Ire- 
land, ra  wdich  he  labours  to  irritate  the 
people  of  Ireland  against  British  connec- 
tion, in  which  he  folsely  slanders,  and 
endeavours  to  debase  and  vilify  all  that  is 
remectable^  and  to  exalt  all  that  is  base 
vmd  Mdittous? — Shall  we  discover  a  con- 
-cilidtory  disposition  upon  the  part  of  the 
Eoman  Catholics  of  Ireland„in  the  encou- 
ragement givien  to  various  other  publica- 
tions aiming  directly  to  ridicule  and  de«- 
grade  the  established  church,  and  which 
disgrace  the  press  of  that  country  ?  He 
would  wish  more  particularly  to  call  their 
lordship's  attention  to  ihe  republication  of 
Ward's  Errata  of  the  Protestant  Bible,  and 
Coptroversy  of  Ordination,  ushered  into  the 
world  as  it  had  been  under  the  patronage 
of  upwards  of  100  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
clergy,  of  several  of  those  who  were  en- 
joying the  benefits  of  Protestant  liberality 
and  munificence  in  the  college  of  May- 
nooth,  and  of  a  very  considerable  number 
of  their  laity,  all  of  whose  names  were 
pompously  'set  forth  in  the  first  pa^es  of 
this  booki^-^  work  which  had  been  rightly 
described  by  a  divine  of  our  church  as 
having  been  first  published  in  1088  for 
ibe  purpose  of  vilifying  and  degrading 
tb^  «at|iblithed  eharcOjMd  repoblishad  in 


the  year  1807,  for  the  same  purpose  ; — a 
publication  in  whicii  the  predecessors  of 
the  roost  reverend  aiifd  right  reverend  pre- 
lates on  the  bench,  and  by  clear  deduction 
those  very  reverend  prel^s  themselves, 
are  asserted  to  be  usurpers  of  their  spi* 
ritual  a^d  episcopal  functions. — Such  b 
the  disposition  to  conciliate  of  these  pa- 
tronizers  of  this  work ;  such  their  regard 
for  our  church  establishment;  such  the 
method  in  which  they  fulfil  the  oath  taken 
by  tbem  under  the  Irish  statute  33  Geo.  3, 
c.  21,  in  which  they  have  sworn  not  to 
exercise  any  pritilege  to  which  they  then 
were,  or  might  become  intitled,  to  disturb 
and  Weaken  the  protestant  religion,  and 

protestant  government  in  this  kingdom 

He  had  not  stated  these  instances  of  indis- 
position upon  the  part  of  the  Koman  Ca- 
tholic.^,  with  any  view  of  irritating  the  feel- 
ings of  those!,  who  were  hostile  to  tbero,  or 
with  any  desire  to  perpetuate  the  memory 
of  transactions  so  little  honourable  to 
those  who  bore  a  share  in  them ;  but  for 
the  honest  purpose  of  warning  the  Roman 
Catholic  clergy,  if  they  were  really  desir- 
ous^ as  they  professed  to  be,  of  obtaining 
•from  their  lay  brethren  those  further  privi- 
leges sought  by  them  at  the  hands  of  par- 
liament, (and  their  sincerity  in  this  re- 
spect had  been  very  reasonably  doubted 
from  their  late  conduct,} — for  the  purpose 
he  said  of  warning  the  Roman  Catholics 
of  every  description;  if  they  were  really 
desirous  of  obtaining  the  extension  of  pri- 
vileges stated  in  the  prayer  of  their  peii< 
tion,  to  pursue  a  very  different  course, 
from  that  which  they  had  recently  adopt- 
ed,— of  teaching  them  that  the  path  they 
had  followed  had  been  falsely  chosen,  and 
was  likely  to  lead  them  to  an  irretrievable 
distance  from  the  goal  at  which  it  was  their 
object  to  arrive. 

Lord  C.  next  adverted  to  the  late  reso- 
lutions adopted  by  the  titular  prelates  of 
the  Irish  Roman  Catholic  church,  in  the 
month  of  Tebruary  last,  and  contained  in 
their  Address  to  the  clergy  and  laity  of 
the  Roman  Catholic  churches  in  Ireland, 
a  cony  of  which  he  then  held  in  his  band. 

Tne  first  of  these  resolutions  is,  "  That 
*'  it  appertains  to  the  order,  charge,  and 
"  spiritual  authority  of  bishops  in  the  Ca* 
**  tholic  church,  and  is  inseparable  from 
"  their  mission,  to  propose,  entertain,  and 
"  judge,  without  any  lay  intervention,  on 
'*  points  of-  christian  faith,  and  of  generaV 
'*  discipline.'' — Now  he' would  undcruk« 
to  say,  that  there  was  not  in  any  country 
on  the  globe,  whether  undcraRdmtin  Ca- 
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tbolic  or  Protestant  government,  any  body 
of  Koman  Catholic  bibhpps  w.ho  would^  at 
this  day,  presume  to  arrogate  to  them- 
selves, much  less  who  would  dare  to  exe- 
cute power<  co-extensive  with  those  as- 
sumed by  the  Irish  titular  clergy^  by  this 
resolution.  Surely  it  was  not  necessary 
for  their  lordships  to  be  told  that  the  dis- 
cipline of  a  church,  and  especially  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  church,  involves  much 
matter  of  temporal  conceni>and  consequent- 
ly that  the  assumption  ofao  exclusive  power 
to  propose  and  judge  without  lay  inter- 
Tention  on  points  of  discipline,  is  a  direct 
assertion  of  a  temporal  authority,  assumed 
by  the  Irish  titular  bishops  to  the  exclu- 
sion of  the  throne,  the  governmenti  and  the 
legislature  of  this  kingdom. 

While  this  resolution,  so  directly  sub- 
vert ve  of  the  independence  of  the  state, 
remains  unrevoked,  it  would  be  utterly 
impossible  for  the  legislature  of  this  coun- 
try, to  proceed  one  step  further  in  this 
business. 

The  second  resolution  merely  confirms 
the  resolution  of  September  1808,  which 
stated  it  to  be  the  decided  opinion  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  prelates  of  Ireland,  that 
it  was  inexpedient  to  introduce  any  alter- 
ation in  the  mode  hitherto  observed  in  the 
nomination  of  Irish  Roman  Catholic  bishops. 

Upon  the  third,  principally^  and  par- 
tially, on  other  succeeding  resolutions^ 
those  already  cited  seem. to  be  founded. 

The  third  resolution  sets  forth  "  That 
**'  the  oath  of  allegiance^  which,  under  the 
*'  provisions  of  an  Irish  act  of  parliament 
*'  IS  tendered  to,  and  is  taken  by  his  Ma- 
"jesty's  Irish  Roman  Catholic  subjects, 
*'  was  agreed  to,  and  approved  by  all  the 
**  Roman  Catholic  bishups  in  Ireland,' '&»c« 
"  — And  that  said  oath  contains  such  ample 
**  declaration  of  civil  faith  and  attachment, 
**  such  total  and  explicit  abjuration  bf  all 
"  foreign  pretensions,  whether  spiritual  or 
^  temporal,  to  intermeddle  In  the  civil  es- 
''  tablishments  or  law^  of  this  part  of  his 
'*  Majesty's  dominions,  as  that  they  do 
"  not  conceive  an}*  security  or  pledge  can 
«  be  more  more  effectual.' 

As  far,  he  said,  as  the  oaths  referred  to  • 
in  this  Resolution  went  to  the  total  abrosa- 


any  of  these  tenets  so  dangerous  in  them- 
selves and  so  solemnly  disavowed,  forming 
part  of  the  Roman  Catholic  faith;  they 
were  in  the  highest  degree  impious  and 
antichristian.  But,  further  than  the  re* 
nunciation  of  these  formerly  imputed  doc- 
trinesj  he  could  not  admit  that  these  oaths 
furnished  any  effectual  securities  on  the 
points  at  this  day  to  be  looked  to«— -It  is 
true,  they  contained  an  assertion  of  their 
belief,  that  neither  (he  pope  of  Rome  or 
any  other  foreign  prince,  prelate,  stat«» 
or  potentate  hath,  or  ought  to  have,  anr 
temporal  or  civil  jurisdiction,  power,  su* 
periority  or  pre-eminence,  directly  or  in- 
directly within  this  realm.  But  did  not 
the  Roman  Catholics  consider,  and  was  it 
not  the  very  essence  of  their,  belief,  that 
the  pope  was  the  supreme  head  on  earth, 
over  their  church,  both  in  matters  of  doc- 
trine and  discipline?  Is  it  not  well  known 
that  many  matters  even  of  their  faith,  as 
in  the  instance  of  marriage,  are  of  a 
mixed  nature,  involving  as  well  concerns  - 
of  a  temporal,  as  of  a  spiritual  nature  ?  and 
is  it  not  obvious  that  regulations  concern- 
ing the  discipline  of  their  church,  must 
necessarily  affect  things  temporal  ?  Who 
then,  in  the  event  of  any  papal  bull,  man* 
date,  rescript  or  other  instrument,  concern- 
ing  these  mattars,  is  to  be  the  judge  of  its 
bearing  and  effect  on  the  temporal  concerns 
of  the  state;  who  is  under  their  oaths  to 
determine  how  much  of  their  mixed  juris* '. 
dictions  belong  to  Grod,  how  mach  to 
Cffisar  ?  Why,  doubtless,  the  persons  who 
take  the  oaths  were  alone,- as  thinflpsatpre* 
sent  stood,  competent  to  decide  this  qaes- 
tion.— Now  this  was  the  very  thing.  •iV. 
which  he  complained,  and  which  in  di- 
rect contradiction  to  this  Sd  Resolution, 
evinced  the  urgent  necessity  of  some  far- 
ther and  better  securities  for  tb^  preserva<- 
tion  of  the  independence  of  the  stale.-^ 
For  besides  ths  utter  impossibiHty  of  re« 
cognizing  a  principle,  irliich  would  pla<»' 
the  temporal  inde|>endance  of  the  consti- 
tuted authorities  in  all  matters  of  a  mixed 
nature  at  the  disposition  of  others;  let  it 
be  considered«what  was  the  description  of 
persons  in  whose  hands  this  power  was 
placed.     It  was  not  his  intention,  neither 


nerly  attributed  to  the  nieaifaers  of  ths 
Roman  Catholic  churchy  they  were,  in- 
deed, very  valuable  seourities^  and  he  was 
happy  to  state  it  as  his  firm  opinion,  that 
the  titular  bishops,  and  other  pastors,  of 
their  church,  did  very  sedulously  teach 
their  respective  flocks,  that  so  far  from , 


tion  of  alt  those  pernicious  doctrines  tor- :  had  he  any  inclination,  to  speak  otherwise  ^ 
i_.  _.._?!.  _._j  ._  .L  L         e  .L_     than  with  respect  of  the  Irish  Roman  Ca- ' 

tholic  hierarchy ;  but  in  addition  to  \hm  - 
known  and  acxnowledged  propensity  of 
all  mankind  to  acquire  power,  and  to  ex^ 
tend  it  when  acquired  ;  the  historic  pagei^ 
lavs,  and  records  of  every  age  and  coun« 
try,  since  the  establishiOMit  of  popery^ 
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would  furnish  tofficient  proof  that  the 
c\trgy  of  that  cfaorch  were  of  all  other 
description  of  persons,  most  desirous  of 
oBcroachniefft.  But  even  if,  contrary  to 
all  past  experience,  we  should  admit,  that 
no  such  lore  of  power  could  exiiit  in  the 
minds  of  the  papal  hierarchy  of  Ireland ; 
is  ft  not  obrions,  that  with  the  very  best 
and  purest  intentions,  men  whose  peculiar 
dut^  it  was  to  adrance  the  concerns  of 
their  religion,  would  foe  apt,  in  their  de- 
termination upon  any  regulation  of  disci- 
pline, whether  emanating  from  themselves 
under  the  eacclusive  power;  set  up  in  their 
first  resolution,  or  from  the  authorhy  of 
the  chief  of  their  church,  to  overlook  the 
temporal  effect,  in  the  spiritual  advantage, 
and  thus,  with  the  utmost  innocence  of 
heart  usurp  upon  the  prerogatives  of  the 
temporal  government;  parliament  can 
never  admit  of  things  being  placed  in  this 
situation. — If,  indeed,  the  power  of  decid- 
ing ofpon  their  points  of  discipline,  was 
placea  in  the  hands  of  the  temporal  go- 
vernment, under  the  responsibility  of  mi- 
nisters, as  is  ought  to  be,  and  this  with 
perfect  consistency  and  accordance  with 
the  Roman  Catholic  (kith,  then  indeed, 
there  would  be  found  that  security  against 
foreign  mterposition  which  is  asserted  by 
the  Sd  Resolution,  but  which,  as  matters 
aetually  stand,  does  not  in  efiect  exist. 

To  shew,  howevef ,  that  this  abstinence 
fimn  all  desire  to  interfere  in  matters  of  a 
temporal  nature,  or  to  afibct  the  temporal 
concerns  of  the  sulnects  of  Ireland,  by  the 
•piritoal  means  placed  in  their  hands, 
however  it  might  influence  the  minds  of 
flome,  was  certainly  not  a  universal  sen- 
timent among  the  Roman  Catholic  titular 
bishops;  he  ^oald  take  the  liberty  of 
mentioninff  a  case  which  had  recently 
been  decided  in  the  court  of  King's  bench, 
in  Dublin. 

Such  of  l;beir  lordships  as  had  a  copy  of 
the  Resolo^ons  of  the  titular  bishops,  if 
they  would  turn  to  the  signatures,  would 
find  the  name  of  Peter  Mac  Loughton. 
"Hiis  person  was  titular  bishop  of  Raphoe, 
and  an  action  was  brought  against  him  by 
one  Philip  Boyle,  a  shoe-maker  of  the  town 
of  Ballysoannon,  under  the  following  cir- 
comstances. 

A,  Roman  Catholic  chapel  had  been 
boflt  by  subscription  in  that  town,  and 
considerable  discontent  prevailed  among 
the  low«r  order  of  iiArabitants,  because 
the  parish  prfnt  had  taken  off  a  large  por- 
tion of  the  most  convenient  part  of  this 
bniAngj  for  tliv|nirpose  of  erecting  seats 


for  the  more  opulent,  which  he  sold  for 
his  own  advantage.  The  plaintiff  Boyle, 
probably  from  being  more  loud,  and  less 
restrained  in  his  opposition  to  this  pro- 
ceeding, unfbrtunately  attracted  the  dis- 
pleasure of  the  church,  the  effect  of  which 
was  that  a  sentence  of  excommunication 
vras  ful  minated  against  him  bytbe  defend  ant 
Mac  Loughton  m  his  character  of  Roman 
Catholic  bishop  of  the  diocese;  the  con- 
sequence of  which,  as  he  understood,  was 
loss  of  trade  and  ultimate  bankruptcy. 

The  cause  came  on  to  be  tried  at  Lif* 
ford,  at  the  Spring  Assizes  1 809,  when  a 
verdict  was  given  for  the  plaintifi*  with 
damages  to  the  amount  of  12j/. — The 
judgment  was  however  arrested ;  and  from 
a  praiseworthy  motive  in  the  court  of 
King's  bench,  who  seemed  desirous  to  pre^ 
rent  scandal^  by  recommending  the  affair 
to  be  compromised,  it  stood  over  from 
time  to  time  till  the  last  term.  As  a  purso 
had  however  been  collected  to  support 
Boyle,  so  as  he  understood,  a  weighty  one 
'vt^  formed  by  the  Roman  Catholic  digni- 
taries to  support  the  bishop ;  and  a  few 
days  only  since  the  court  of  King's  bench 
solemnly  delivered  their  opinion  in  favour 
of  the  plaintiff. 

He  had  not  adduced  this- case  for  the 
purpose  of  insinuating  that  the  sentence 
of  excommonication,  according  to  the 
true  tenets  of  the  Roman  Catholic  faith, 
•professed  to  have  any  other  effect  than 
that  of  depriving  the  party  of  spiritual 
comforts;  on  the  contrary  he  gave  credit 
to  Dr.  Troy's  aiisertion,  that  the  privation 
of  spiritual  communication  was  according 
to  the  doctrine  and  discipline  of  their 
church,  the  sole  consequence  of  such  a 
seiltence;  but  he  had  adduced  it  as  an 
additional  instance,  to  mark  that  the  prac- 
tice of  their  prelates  were  not  always  in 
conformity  with  the  theories  of  their  reli- 
gion, and  for  the  'purpose  of  shewing  as 
well  from  the  facts  on  which  the  action 
was  fbunded,  as  from  the  support  which 
the  defendant's  cause  had  ohuined  from 
their  dignitaries,  that  the  Romish  hier- 
archy were  not  averse  to  the  assumption 
of  temporal  power,  or  that  temporal  ef- 
fects should  now  from  the  spiritual  means 
at  their  disposal,  that  they  would  there- 
fore be  unfit  persons  to  decide  in  matters 
of  mixed  concern,  as  to  the  proportion  of 
power  they  should  reserve  to  thenuelves, 
and  how  much  they  would  permit  to  be 
exercised  by  the  temporal  government, 
and  consequently  that  die  securities  of  tbo 
existing  oaths  referred' lb  in  the  S3  Reso» 
lutldiiwere  incomplete  and  ineffectual. 
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But  if  any  doaht  could  ttfU  exist  as  to 
the  nteessity  of  further  securities  in  the 
•Tent  of  a  further  extension  of  powers  to 
the  Roman*  Catholics  of  Ireland,  surely 
this  would  be  to  be  found  in  the  present 
■itaation  of  their  spiritual  head,  actually  a 
prisoner  in  the  power  and  custody  of  our 
8urch-eiiemy.«— Neither  was  the  pope's 
captiTity  orerlooked  by  these  Resolutions, 
nlthougn  it  was  somewhat  curious  to  ob- 
aenre  the  manner  in  which  the  titular 
hiahops  of  Ireland  therein  treated  the 
sabiect. 

By  their  10th  Resolution  they  in  ad- 
vance "  annul  and  cancel  as  to  any  effect 
^  all  brieft,  or  pretended  briefs,  bulls,  or 
*'  pretended  bolls,  rescripts,  even  as  of  his 
"  proper  motion,  and  certain  knowledge, 
**  bearing  title  as  irom  his  said  holiness, 
*'  and  purporting  to  be  declaratory  of  his 
*'  free,  or  of  any  resignation  of  the  papal 
*'  office ;"  hereby  affirming,  what  no  man 
can  doubt,  that  the  pope,  while  in  cap- 
tiTity,  may  be  constrained  to  affix  the 
stamp  of  his  authority  to  acts  contrary  to 
his  free  will  and  opinion ;  while,  strange 
to  say,  the  act  of  his  resignation  is  the  only 
one  in  which  they  seem  to  conceive  it 
possible  that  such  coertion  tan  be  effec- 
tually used ;  for  the  other  Resolutions  from 
the  7th  to  the  12th  inclusive,  go  either 
directly  or  indirectly  to  affirm  the  other 
powers  of  the  pope  as  actually  sutMisting, 
and  existing  in  himi  his  captivity  not- 
withstanding. Now  it  was  well  known, 
and  this  power  was  actually  referred  to  in 
the  12th  Resolution,  that  authority  ever 
acknowledged,  and  sometimes  actually 
exercised  did  exist  in  the  pq>e,  of  his 
own  mere  motion,  and  without  any  elec- 
tion either  of  the  titular  bishops  or  any 
other  persons,  directly  to  .appoint  to  the 
▼acant  titular  sees  in  Ireland.  Nay,  an 
instance  of  this  sort  either  had  very  re- 
cently happened,  or  was  at  the  present 
moment  in  progress  to  happen,  by  the  ap- 

gniitment  of  a  successor  to  the  late  Dr. 
illon,  in  the  arch  see  of  Tuam,  the  person 
either  actually  appointed,  or  about  to  be 
appointed  hating jiever  gone  through  even 
the  ceremony  of  election ;  but  having, 
through  the  intercession  of  Dr.  Dillon,been 
appointed  his  coadjutor,  by  the  sole  au- 
thority of  the  pope,  is  now  by  the  same 
authority  advanced  to  the  archiepiscopacy, 
without  ever  having  undergone  any  elec- 
tion. Is  it  then,  he  would  ask,  too  much  to 
suppose  that  Buonaparte,  that  pious,  and 
woithy  eldest  son  or  the  Roman  Catholic 
church,  might  think  it  expedient  through 
voa.  XYii. 


the  coersed  authority  of  his  priwaer,  not 
only  directly  to  appoint  creatures  of  bia 
own  to  all  the  vacant  titular  .sees  in  Ire* 
land,  but  through  the  same  means  abso* 
lately  to  govern  the  Roman  Catholic 
church  of  that  country,  and  thus  acouira 
the  power  and  influence  which  woula  ne* 
cessarily  flow  from  such  policy  ^  And 
would  not  the  titular  bishops  of  Ireland 
blush  with  confusion  at  the  bare  thought^ 
that  in  such  an  event  of  which  in  their 
10th  Resolution,  they  had  absolutely  fore* 
seen  the  possibility,  while  they  refused  t^ 
their  own  benign  and  tolerant  sovereign, 
guarded  by  &e  responsibility  of  nia 
ministers,  the  exercise  of  a  simple  nega- 
tive in  the  appointment  of  their  prelates, 
they  throw  open  the  whole  dominion  of 
their  church  to  the  most  merdless  of 
tyrants,  and  the  Intterest  enemy  of  theirs; 
and  of  every  other  religious  nith  under 
heaven. 

Much  had  been  said  in  another  plac<l 
(by  Mr.  Grattan)  upon  the  subject  of  what 
has  been  called  aomestic  appointments, 
and  those  have  been  urged  as  a  substitute 
for  the  negative  upon  the  part  of  the  crown; 
to  which  the  Roman  Catholics  refuse  to 
submit,  and  the  noble  earl  has  likewise 
touched   upon  this  subject;    (here  lord 
Donoughmore  dissented)— he   shonld  ba 
sorry  to  mis-state  any  man,  neither  did  ha 
think  he  had  merited  the  interruption  by 
mis-stating  the  noble  earl ;  the  noble  earl 
had  certainly  not  mentioned  domestic  ap* 
pointments  in  direct  terms  as  a  substitute 
for  the  veto ;  but  he  had  strongly  com- 
mended the  Resolutions   of  the  ttoman 
Catholics  of  Tipperary  and  Kildare,  to 
the  attention  of  the  House,  the  whole  ob- 
ject of  which  was  to  set  up  these  domestic 
appointeents,  as  calculated  effiectually  to 
answer  every  purpose  of  security  proposed 
by  the  veto.    He  therefore  thought  him- 
self fully  warranted  in  stating  that  tht 
noble  earl  had  also  referred  to  this  subject, 
(to  this  lord  Donooehmore  nodded  assent.) 
—Those  who  urged  this  matter  of  domes* 
tic  appointments,  had  not  thought  fit  pre- 
cisely to  inform  us  what  was  meant  by 
them ;  neither  had  they  told  us  whether 
the  Roman  Catholic  clergy  of  Ireland  were 
more  likely  to  assent  to  this,  than  to  tha 
former    proposal    concerning  the    veto* 
For  his  part,  the  only  sense  he  could  affix 
to  this  proposition  of  domestic  appoint* 
ments  was  this,  viz.  that  in  future,  all  Ta* 
cancies  in  the  titular  sees  should  be  filled 
up  by  the  election  of  the  Roman  Catbolia 
bishops  or  others^  to  the  exclusion  of  di" 
2  C 
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reot  ftppointmeBt&  by  the  pope ;  but  if 
this  is  the  true  sense  in  which  this  propo- 
sal* is'  made,  in  addition  to  what  is  stated 
ia  the  fifteenth  Resolution,  we  know  in 
adfance  Irom  the  other  Resolutions,  more 
especially  the  9th  and  I4th>  that  the  titular 
bishops  of  Ireland  will  not  consent  to  it, 
eyen  weak  and  inefficient  as  it  is  to  any 
purpose  of  security.     By  the  last  of  these 


a  negative  seems  put  to  any  present  chanse    "  crow^ 


all  parts  of  Ireland,  thanks  wefe  usMii- 
mously  voted  to  the  titular  bishops  for 
such  communication,  and  a  subvtaistive 
Resolution  adopted  by  them  to  .the  foil 
ing  eOect :  ''  That  as  Iris)imen,  and 
"  Catholics,  we  never  can  consent  aoaoy 
"  donunion  or'  coniroui  whatsoever,  over 
"  the  appointment  of  our  prelates*  on  the 
'*  part  of  the  crown,  or  the  servants  of  the 


in  their  ecclesiastical  appointments,  while 
the  9th,  which  is  one  of  those  Resolutions 
upon  which  the  refusal  of  the  veto  in  the 
icrown  ie  sought  to  be  supported,  sets  forth, 
"  Ihat  the  spirit  of  feUow  suffering,  with 
f  the  afHicted  church  of  Christ,  and  of 
*'  abhorrence  of  the  misdeed,  by  which 
the  salutary  function  of  the  papal  see 
^bas  been  intercepted,  ilirough  open  vio- 
f'  leace  asunst  the  meekest  of  men;  as 
</  well  as  the  sentiment  of  duty,  fraternity 
'*'  and   reverence    towards    ogr    guiltless 
^'  brother  and  spiritual  chief,  forbid  us  to 
*^  take  up,  as  spoils,  any  part  of  the  right 
5'  of  the  apostolic  see,  so  invaded,  violated, 
^'  and  trodden  down,  for  a  time,  by  sacri- 
'<  lege/'     Now  it  was  not    within    the 
ccope  of  credibility,  that  after,  on  such 
principles,  refusing  to  their  sovereign  that 
which  in  its  utmost  presumed  exercise, 
would  scarcely  in  a  degree  the  most  mi- 
nute intrench  upon  the  full  plenitude  of 
apostolic  power, — ^they  should  themselves, 
jn  direct    violation  of  these  principles, 
usurp  to  themselves  so  important  a  branch 
of  the  acknowledged  papal  prerogative,  as 
that  by  which  the  head  or  their  church 
was  aotliorized  to  make  direct  appoint- 
onents  to  the  titular  bishoprics  of  Ireland* 
it  was  impossible  Ihat  while  they    put 
.  iorth   the     generous    and    praiseworthy 
jnotives  contained  in  the  9th  Resolution,  in 
iordqr  to  defend  the  powers  and  privileges 
.of  the  holy  see,  against  all  others,  they 
ahould  suffer  these  mo,tives  to  sleep  rather 
than  suffer  them  to  interfere  with  the  gra- 
tification of  an  illicit  Inttof  power  in  them- 
.aelves.  .  It  was  consequently  inuMssible, 
consistently  with  this  9th  Resolution*  that 
these  domestic  appointments,  even  if  they 
didr  as  he  thought  they  did  not,  furnish 
any  thing  like  a  security,  could  be  assented 
.to  by  the  papal  clergy  of  Ireland.— These 
Jlesolutioos,  thus  adopted  by  all  the  titular 
bishops  of  Ireland,  were  immediately  com- 
jnimicated  to  the  laity  .of  that  persuasion, 
jjid  at  a  meetins  of  the  general  Com- 
mittee of  that  body  on  the  QsiA  of  March 
Jast,  stated    to    have    been  respectably 


These  acts  have  not  been  siAce    dis- 
avowed or  ever  reclaimed  against,  by  any 
portion  of  the  Irish  Roman  Catholics*  an 
that  they  must  be  taken  not  only  as  the 
acts  of  the  clergy,  but  of  the  lay  naembers 
of  that  Communion.— Such  then  be  stated 
to  be  the  Resolution  of  the  Roman  Caiho- 
lics  of  Ireland,  by  which  they  refused  lo 
the  state  any  interference,  however  atighl 
and  indirect,  in  their  church  manafpeoiMiit ; 
at  the  same  time,  that  ^hey  sought  at  the 
hands  of  parliament,  a  direct,  poaitivep 
and  substantive  interference  in  the  afiairs 
of  oujrs.—- Where  he  would  ask  was  the  re- 
ciprocity of  this  proceeding  ?— If  two  in- 
dependent states  entered  into  negotiations 
for  a  treaty,  reciprocity  and  equality  were 
the  basis  on  which  suchnegociation  wonkl 
proceed,  but  it  should  seem,  in  the  present 
disposition -of  the  Irish  Roman  Catholics, 
that  princinles  of  this  nature  were  tb<*n 
thought  to  be  too  favourable  to  be  admitted 
in  an  arrangement  with  their  aosrereigo. 
— It  was  on  every  ground  to  be  hoped, 
that  better  dispositions  would   soon  in- 
fluence their  conduct,  for  while  they  should 
continue  thus  blind  to  their  own  interests, 
thus  bigoUed  to  the  opinions  of  their  en- 
slaved and  degraded  church>  it  would  le 
absolutely  impossible  for  their  lordships  to 
entertain  any  proposition  for  tbe  further 
extension  of  their  civil  privileges. 

Although  he  could  not  admit  a  hope  te 
be  held  out  to  the  Roman  Catholics  of 
further  privileges,  while  their  sentiments 
continued  as  they  were ;  still  less  consent 
to  going  into  a  Committee  on  their  peti- 
tions, under  the  conviction  that  every 
arrangement  which  could  be  therein  de- 
vised, would  be  refused  on  their. part;  he 
could  not  ag^ee  with  a  noble  earl  (lord 
Grey)  who  in  presenting  one  of  these  pe* 
titions,  lie  understood  to  say  that  it  would 
be  unwise  in  the  advocates  for  the  Roman 
Catholics  to  state  their  views  of  the  stipu- 
lations which  should  be  made  for  security 
to  our  establishments,  in  the  event  of  con- 
ceding fiuther  privileges.,-«.Nei|her  could 
he  admit  the  reason  stated  for  this  focbear« 


attended  by  tlie  different  members,  from  ^  auce,   by   a  distinguished  supporter  of 
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Bonm.CillioKc  coiiowbUmi  ^Mr.  Pon* 
•onby)  ID  aaodMr  plac«,  vis.  that  state- 
nento  of  this  sort  were  likely  to  promote 
cavil,  and  enable  the  enemies  of  the  me»> 
aim  to  irritate  and  excite  the  parties  one 
agjainst  the  other.  For  his  part,  he  saw 
this  matter  in  a  very  difierent  lightir— he 
was  of  opinion,  that  the  sentiments  of  the 
leading  members  of  both  Houses  could 
not  be  too  publicly  madeJcnown  upon  this 
subject,  conceiving  as  he  did,  that  so  far 
from  serving  io  irritate  and  separate,  the 
publicity  of  the  terms  and  conditions  of 
arrangement,  calculated  to  seciare  the 
constitutional  establishments  of  the  state 
m  concurrence  with  the  admission  cf  the 
Roman  Catholics  to  further  privilege, 
would  be  the  best  means  of  drawing  the 
parties  together,  and  to  reconcile  each  to 
that  arrangemepty  in  which  the  interests 
#f  both  were  so  much  concerned. 

The  Protestant,  by  shewing  him  that 
those  who  weve  truly  desirous  of  extend- 
ing the  privileges  'of  the  constitution  to 
the  Roman  Catholic  subjects,  were  not 
nnmindful  of  the  interests  of  our  own 
establishments,  and  of  the  necessity  of 
strong  and  efiectual  security  for  their  in- 
violability and  permanence;  the  Ronum 
Catholic,  by  making  it  manifest  that  the 
full  and  free  exercise  and  enjoyment  of  the 
£uth  deriv^  to  him  from  bis  immediate 
ancestors,  would  not  only  remain  uninjured 
by  such  acrangc^ynents,  but  would  in  eflect 
be  doubly  secused  to  him;  his  church 
rendered  ipora  respe<^le,  and  his  clergy 
raised  in  public  4»timAtion,  and  their 
lesitimate  power  and  influence  acknow- 
ledged, augmented,  and  supported. 

Under  this  impression,  although  ht  was 
far  from  thinking  that  he  Cell  under  the 
description  of  those,  whose  sentimenU 
upon  this  point  it  would  be  most,  desirable 
to  have  known*  yet  as  the  subject  had  re- 
ceived his  best  consideration,  he  thought 
the  knowledge  even  of  hissentimedts  upon 
it  might  be  attended  with  advantage. 

He  should  therefore,  with  the  leave  of 
the  House,  shortly  state  the  leadin^points 
of  such  an  arrangement  as  he  thought 
ought  to  satisfy  both  parties.  The  ob- 
jecu  to  be  obtained  were,  on  the  one  hand, 
security  to  the  protestant  for  the  inviola- 
bility of  the  constitutional  establishments; 
and  on  the  other,  a  ffuarantee  to  the  Roman 
Catholic  for  the  free  enjoyment  of  his 
faith.  And  it  appeared  to  him  that  a  very 
obvious  method,  and  one  which  had  been 
to  a  greater  or  lesser  extent  adopted  in  all 
othv  states,  whether  Roman  Catholic, 


Protestant  or  Greek,  in  similar  aiTunge* 
ments,  presented  itself  for  the  accomplish* 
ment  of  both  these  objects,  viz.  that  of 
taking  the  broadly  manifested  distinction, 
between  matters  of  faith,  and  matters  of 
discipline,  as  applicable  to  the  Irish  Romish 
ChurGh,and  leaving  the  former  untouched^ 
place  ihe  latter  so  much  under  the  con* 
trol  -of  the  state,  as  to  insure  the  inde- 
pendance  of  the  temporal  government, 
and  with  it  the  security  and  permanency . 
of  our  ecclesiastical  and  civil  establish- 
ments.   It  would,  therefore,  enter  into  bis 
views  to  secure  hy  legislative  declaralioR, 
the  full  and  free  eiyoyment  of  their  reli- 
gious tenets,  to  those  professing  the  Roman 
Catholic. religion  in  Ireland;  in  addition, 
to  which,  as  well  for  the  purpose  of  render- 
ing the  situation  of  their  clergy  more 
respectable,  as  well  as  independent,  he. 
should  wish  to  recommend  a  measure  de- 
sirable under  every  ^mt  of  view*  and 
under  all  circumstances,  bat  in  iii/s  mind 
absolutely  essential  when  coupled  with 
that  of  granting  further  privileges  to  per* 
sons  of  that  communion,  he  alluded  to  the 
measure  of  making  a  national  provision 
for  the  Roman  Catholic  prelacy  and  in- 
ferior clei^y  of  Ireland.     Having  dono 
this  for  the  Roman  Catholics,  with  a  view 
to  the  further  concession  of  privilege,  as  a 
security  to  the  Protestant,  he  should  places, 
the  whole  of  the  discipline  of  their  chucch* 
whether  originating  from  general  coun- 
cils, from  the  authoritv  of  the  pope,  or 
from  that  of  the  titular  nishops  of  IrelancL 
as-  asserted  by  them  in  the  first  of  their 
late  Resolutions,  under  the  view  of  the  exo* 
cutive  government,  subject  of  course^  aa 
every  other  act  of  this  government  must 
be,.tOr.t^  responsibility  of  minuters,  so 
that  ^^9  part  of  the  discipline  could  be 
brought  into  action,  save  with  the  consent 
of  the.p^ecutive  magistrate;  and  thus  a 
thorough  and  eificientguaranteebe  affi>rded 
both  as  against  the  interference  of  foreign 
authority  in  matters  of  a  temporal  nature^ 
as  against  what  would  be  eqully  pemictous 
in  point  of  principle,  and  perhaps  even 
more  to  be  avoided  in  point  of  piiactice, 
the  interposition  of  a  self  Arrogated  au« 
thority  and  influence  io  temporals  by  the 
subjects  of  the  state  to  the  exclusion  of 
the  sovereign. 

This  arrangement  would  necessarily  in- 
clude the  power  of  negativing  not  oijly 
the  appointments  of  such  prelates  as  might 
be  obnoxious  to  government,  but  would 
include  a  similar  negative  *upon  those  of 
the  inferior  dergy>  and  at  the  sam#  tiqp 
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prereat  Hie  iMue  of  any  piiptl  Ml,  iMn^ 
date,  rescript,  or  oth^  instrument  of  the 
see  of  Rome,  save  such' as  should  hare  re- 
ceived the  sanction  of  the  temporal  power. 
By  an  arrangement  on  such  principles, 
both  ^e  government  and  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholic religion  exercised  by  the  subjects  of 
Ireland,  would  be  placed  in  their  proper 
aitoations,  the  former  in  full  exercise  of 
Its  lemporal  authority,  coi)(ipetent  to  watch 
over  the  morals  and  education  of  its  sub- 
jects, a  matter  of  which  of  all  others,  the 
people  of  Ireland  stood  in  the  most  need, 
and  without  the  power,  (under  the  legis- 
lative guars^tee  of  parliament)  to  injure 
the  Roman  Catholic,  except  under  such  a 
dreadful  weight  of  responsibility,  as  no 
nan  would  be  bold  enough  to  encounter ; 
the  hitter  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  his 
reNgiotts  faith,  under  the  fostering  protec- 
tion of  the  executive  and  legislative  au- 
thorities, and  in  close  union  and  connec- 
tionas  it  would  then  be  with  them. 
*  He  was  aware  that  an  arrangement  of 
the  sort  would  be  objected  to  by  the 
Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland ;  in  the  pre« 
sent  disposition  of  their  minds  they  would 
in  truth  deject  to  any  thing ;  he  was  also 
aware  that  all  those  assertions,  rather  than 
arguments,  to  which  the  present  ebullition 
in  their  minds  had  given  birth,  would 
again  be  nociferated.  But  the  question 
was  not,  what  m  the  present  frame  and 
temper  of  their  minds  they  would  be 
found  willing  to  acquiesce  in,  but  to  what 
^ey  can  submit  consistently  with  the  re- 
ligious tenets  of  their  faith  ?  for  to  this  ex- 
tent, when  they  are  seeking  indulgences, 
the -state  has  a  right  to  expect  their  sub- 
mission. 

Now  there  is  no  distinction  taken;  cer^ 
tainly  none  from  any  authority  titot  he 
had  ever  read  of  in  theirchurch,  between 
submission  to  such  constraints  in  their  dis- 
cipline, in  a  protestant  state  by  a  protes- 
tant  government,  and  submission  of  a  like 
nature  under  a  Roman  Catholic  prince. 
And  if  it  ia  necessary  (and  it  has  uniformly 
been  Ibund  necessary)  in  all  Roman  Ca- 
tholic countries  to  secure  the  temporal  go- 
Temment  against  papal  encroachment,  and 
against  the  usurpation  of  the  clergy  acting 
under  papal  aotnority ;  and  surely  it  will 
not  be  said  even  by  the  Irish  titular  bishops 
of  the  present  day,  that  it  is  less  necessary 
to  guard  against  these  under  a  Protestant, 
than  under  a    state   acknowledghig  the 
apiritual  supremacy  of  the  see  of  Rome. 
It  aras  never  expected,  even  that  the  de- 
crees of  general  coonoiis  in  matters  of 


discipline  sbooid  haveceii 
in  a^  state#  exeept  after  having  bean 
viewed  and  approvedof  by  that^itate  ^  tlsaa 
for  example  the  decrees  of  the^ooancil  af 
Trent  in  points  of  discipline,  were  iMnrar 
received  in  France  at  all^^and  evaa  in 
Spain  were  only  partially  and  condtaiain- 
ally  adapted.-— Shall  it  then  be  said,  tfaae 
a  Protestant  state  is  to  be  deprived  of  a 
similar  security  ?  or  that  a  Proteatant 
prince  is  fio  submit  to  an. eventual  inter- 
ference  of  the  po|)e,  and  of  his  own  sub* 
jects  acting  under  the  authority  of  tha 
holy  see,  in  the  temporal  ooncems  of  hia 
dominions,  which  no  popish  states  how« 
ever  bigotted  in  its  belief  of  the  papal 
vicegerency,  would  ever  for  a  moment 
tolerate  or  admit. 

But  how  does  this  matter  stand  with 
respect  to  the  Roman  Catholic  inhabitants 
of  countries,  who  equally  with  as  disavow 
the  supremacy  of  the  Roman  PontiflT?    In 
upper  Silicia  under  the  king  of  Prosaia, 
they  submit  even  to  a  idore  extensive  iih 
terrerence  on  the  part  of  their*  prince,  ibr 
he  actually  nominates  to  their  prelacy,  ia 
addition  to  the  other  powerS'Of  interiarenca 
already  referred  to,  yet  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholic inhabitants  of  this  exteasiva  and 
popidoQs    province,     are    not    the    leas 
esteemed  as  good  Catholics ;    so  in  tha 
archiepiscopaleof  Mobillo^  the  empararof 
Russia,  similarly  extensive  with  these  of 
the  Prussian  Monarch  ;— 40  in  the  United 
Provinces,  powers  4^  the  same  nature  era 
vested  in  the  civil  maaistrate.    Adistinc- 
tion  will  doubtlessly  be  attempted  to  be 
made  between  matters  of  essential  dis* 
cipline,  and  matters  of  discipline  not  es- 
sential ;  and  it  will  be  said  that  the  former 
cannot  be  placed  at  the  option  of  a  Pre- 
testant  prince,  or  his  minister,  to  accept 
or  reject,  without  danger  to  the  Roman 
Catholic  reli^on. — But  if^  as  is  the  fact, 
in  the  despotic  monarchy  of  Pmssia,  the 
prince  exercises  this  power  ia  matters  of 
discipline  of  every  description;  where  is 
there  danger  from  the  existence  of  a  simi- 
lar«  though  lets  extended  power  in  the  go- 
vernment of  this  country. — If  in  Prussia  a 
despotic  military  government,  where  the 
will  of  the  prince  makes  the  law,where  there 
exists  no  guarantee  against  the  abusive 
and  oppressive  exercise  of  the 'uncontrolled 
power  of  the  crown,  greater  poweia  of 
mterference  in  their  charch  exist,  than 
are  here  suggested;  can  it  he  reasoaahVy 
said,  that  in  this  eountry,  where  every  set 
of  the  crown  is  performed  under  ^e  strict 
responsibility  of  ministers  ;  whose  upon 
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•ctaolly  in  qacMion^  »•  ou* 

daM«  in  dired  oppotili«i|  lo  tiM 

^Dlemn  goinuitee  atiddecl«r«iMNi^f  jMrlNh 

ma&nt  aceuriog  the  Roman  CMiolicfiuth,  to 

impede  the  ttceoutipn  of  any  toally  e»- 

nenkinl  branob  of  their  church  diicipiine: 

where  a    dnadfal  retponaibility  would 

ntCend  htm  if  he  shoald  so  dare:    while 

at  the  fame  time  there  would  not  be  want* 

ing   in  parliament,  peraoni  of  their  per- 

aaaaiooat  all  timet  competriit  and  willitig 

to  call  forth  this  respontibility  whenerer 

aec^^sftity  should  require  it ;  can  it  then  be 

«ea«onably  said,  that  in  this  coontryj  the 

exercise  of  toch   powers  could  be  sue- 

Beaalully  uted,  to    the  detriment  of  the 

Roman  Catholic  religion?    If  then  in  the 

Proteatant  states  of  Prassia  and  the  United 

Provtncct,  it    in  the  sysmatic  itale  of 

Roaaia,  if  in  every  Roman  CathoKe  atate^ 

and  it  may  be  addedt  if  in  etery  state  in 

the   nniTerse  where  there  are   any  pro* 

portion  of  inhabitants  of  that  persoaaioni 

arrangements  upon  the  prineiplet  already 

descriDed-  have   been  made,  or   powers 

ef  a  aimilar  nature  i^umed  and  ezeioised 

hy  the  temporal  government  submitted  tOt 

anall  the  Irish  Roman  Catholic  alone  vea- 

tore  to  say,  that  he  cannet  conscientioualy 

anbmit  the  discipline  of  hia   church  to 

aioailar  .Gomrol?-*If  so,    he  ventoies  to 

affirm  that  his  church  ia,  and  ever  must  be. 

Incapable  of  ooaleamg  with  the  itate,  he 

pronouneeaaenteaoeof  eterml  exohision 

upon  those  of  hia  comonmion  ;--i-he  asserts 

that  his  church  is  unlike  every  other 

ehristianchurch  in  the  oniverae,an((  deason** 

atratea  either  that  the  boasted  maxim  of 

hia    professed    religion,  via.  **  that    the 

'*  Reman  Catholic  church  iathe  same  in 

«•  all  countries"  is  an  impudent  Msehood, 

or  Uiat  the  Irish  church,  howerer  much  it 

aoay  be  Roman,  however  much  it  may  be 

Popish,  ceriahily  had  no  claim  to  stile 

itself  part  of  a  Catholid  or  univeml  church. 

—Was  the  Irish  Romanist  prepared  to  go 

thia  length  ?— But  it  might  be  said  that 

though  submission  to  such  matters  as  should 

be  necessary  to  the  security  of  the  state, 

aaight  willingly  be  acquiesced  in  by  the 

Irish   Roman    CathoKcs,   yet    it    could 

not  be  done  without  the  sanction  of  the 

pope«— iThis  he  was  willing  in  the  fullest 

manner  to    admit;   but  then  it  behoved 

those  who  came  forward    to  seek    tn- 

dulgencies,  to  shew  that  they  were  in  a 

aituation  to  receive   those    indolgencies 

without  injury  to  the  granter,  and  con* 

aequently  it  lay  with  them,  to  obtain  from 

iheir   apiritaal    chief,  those  concessions 


whieh  w»  natissary  to  plaea  them  ia*a 
aituation  In  give  fullaecurity  to  the  state  ; 
whieh  if  he  ahooldivefase^  their  qnarral 
oaght  to.  be  with  hin^  and  not  with  the 

STomment  or  legtalatura  of  this  country* 
\  had  now  ^ane  thrangh  the  leadtng 
pointSr which OMMtpMMied  upon  hia  mind; 
on  thia  qoeation,  he  had  aiaied  hiassidf 
aa  he  moat  conacientiooaly  wasw  a  tine 
friend  to  the  measare  of-  furtbar  eoaeea- 
sioo,  whenever  the  Irish-Roman  Oaihelioa 
shouki  return  to  a  better  nrind»  and  shew 
tbemselvea  competent  to  xeeehre  thoaa  in» 
duigenciea  which  tiiey  sought;'  he  had 
warned  them  against  the  coutse  they  had 
latterly  pursued*  as  calovlated  to  plaee 
them  at  a  ditfance  not  to  be  retrod 
from  the  ofaiiects  they  proleased  them* 
selvea  dcsiroua  of  acqutring ;  and  he  bad 
lastly  pointed  out  lo  them  the  leote  ^ 
which,  in  hia  jadgment»  they  aafely  aaight 
travel*  eonsiateatly  with  the  best  wteresta 
of  thair religion;  mid  by  whieb»he  oonoaiv^ 
ed,  they  could  not  fail  to  arrite  atthe  oh* 
jeetsaeaghu  And  Jw ahould  conchide  by 
a^o  urging  to  them  the  neceasity  of  for 
difii-rem  conduct  than  that  lately  adopt- 
ed Ly  them  both  in  feeling  and  ac* 
tion,  towards  the  govemment,  the  eccle« 
siaatical  establishment  and  legiafature  of 
thia  country/  tiil^the  arrival  df  which  he 
should  feel*  it  his  dutr  to  oppoae  aay 
further  pfo^rem  towards  the  aooomplish«i 
meat  of  their  wishes. 

Lord  £nibMtf.— My  lords ;  I  shall  lop* 
port  the  motion  of  the  noble  earl  wbe 
opened  the  debate ;  indeed  I  can  find  no* 
thing  in  the  argumenta  of  the  nohle  lord 
who  hat  just  sat  down,  whieh  even  qnea* 
tions  the  propriety  of  going  into  the  com- 
mittee  that  baa  been  proposed.^— fhe  mo- 
tran  of  the  noble  earl,  is  not  that  we  should 
comply  with  the  foil  claims  of  the  Catho* 
lie  Petition  (for  if  that  had  been  the  qoea- 
tion, there  would  hare  been  some  weight 
in  the  objections  we  have  heard,  and  I 
should  have  been  as  forvrard  as  the  noble 
lord  himself  to  op^Qte  so  sodden  and  ae 
unqualified  a  concession ;  but  no  such  un* 
qualified  concession<  nor  indeed  any  cen- 


cemion  whatsoever,  has  been  propoaed, 
but  only  that  jfour  lordships,  according  te 
the  usual  forms  of  patliament  when  mat* 
ters  of  moment  are  pcesented  for  delibe* 
ration,  will  resolve  yourselves  into  a  com* 
mittee  of  the  whole  House  to  considtt* 
them  deliberately,  whether  it  be  practka* 
ble  to  comply  with  a  Petitioa  en  your 
table  which  you  have  received ;  and  Miit 
you  must  haire  done  without  any  motion 
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At  all,  tti^BM  yoQ  weiw  prapaml  indig* 
naotiy  to. refuse  even  to.  take  inta  notice 
•r  coBsideration4lie  pi^yer  of  upwards  of 
fear  iDUiions  of  soliiiecU,  a  large  proportioo 
of  the  whole  popnlatioii  o£  Ireland.— This 
is  thttonly  aoestion^if  aqaestion  it  can  he 
called  at  this  aweftil  crisis,  when  inde- 
pendently of  the  demands  of  jnstice»  itbe* 
cemes  an  imperioos  doty  to  concuiiate  the 
attachment  of  SC'  vast  a  portion  of  the  po* 
pulation  of  ihe  empire.  Surely,  my  lords, 
if  every  id^  of  political  prudence  is  not 
4o  be  madly  abandoned,  the  perilous  si- 
laation  of  onr  affiiirs  demand  the  most 
prompt^  and  the  most  affisctionate  atten- 
tion to  the  dutiful  and  respectful  repre- 
sentations which  you  are  now  called  upon 
4o  consider. 

For  my  own  part,  my  lords,  rigidly 
educated  as  I  have  been  in  Protestant 
<|>rincip]esj  and  I  am  afraid  not  without 
obstinate  prejudices  affainst'tbe  Catholic 
faith,  I-  cannot  even  ngure  to  myself  a 
doubt  or  difficulty,  upon  the  subject  in  the 
shape  it  cemes  before  us ;  becbuse  the 

Suestioa  now  to  be  decided,  is  not  whether 
le  Roman  Catholic  religion  be  good  or 
evil  as  a  religion,  but  whether  so  long  as 
it  exists  amongst  so  large  a  proportion  of 
the  .population  of  Ireland,  we  are  not 
called  upon  so  to  deal  with  its  professors 
as  to  make  them  safe  and  sound  members 
4>f  the  British  empire.  How  this  may  be 
best  accomplished  the  motion  does  not 
even  predicate,  it  only  asks  you  to  take 
it  into  consideration. 

:  My  creed  upon  this  momentous  subject, 
is  to  be  found  in  a  letter  to  lord  Fingal, 
lately  printed,  and  in  the  hmids  of  every 
body,  as  written  by  a  noble  lord,  whose 
absence  we  regret  m  common.  Tbat  let- 
ter places  the  whole  subject  in  a  point  of 
view  80  clear  and  unanswerable,  as  to  defy 
all  criticism  from  opponents^  and  to  mock 
all  commentary  from  those  who  'like  me 
subscribe  to  it.  It  hears  indeed,  in  every 
line  of  it,  the  stamp-  and  character  of  a 
great  statesman  and  an  honest  man.  It 
states  great  difficulties,  i)ut  they  do  not 
touch  us  to  night.  My  lords,  it  was  by 
the  merest  accident  that*  I  happened  to 
Mti,  only  two  days  ago,  the  Resolutions  of 
the  Roman  Catholic  clergy  on  the  subject 
of  the  veto,  a  qualification,  which  I  have 
always  understood  that  my  noble  friend^ 
to  whom  1  have  just  alluded,  was  formally 
authorized  to  propose,  as  with  the  suppos- 
ed consent  of  the  whole,  body  of  the  Ca- 
ihK^ltcs,  whose  opinion«were  taken  to  have 
te^n  perfectly  well  know^  to  lord  Fingal 


and  ie  Dr«  Mihier.  -  No  man 
more  than  I  do,  the  unfortunate  chniige 
which  appears  to  have  taken  plaoe  in  tint 
irespect,  a  chtoge  which  undoubtedly .  has 
raised  up  formidable  obrtacles  (hot  I 
trust  not  unsurmountable)  to  the  great 
work  we  are  engaged  in,  but,  which  by 
the  various  modifications  that  acomooiittott 
would  no  doubt  originate,  might  be  ooto* 
posed  and  done  away.  . 

Whatever  may  be  the  religions  objec- 
tions on  this  head,  in  the  shape  ihey  take 
at  present,  I  trust  they  will  be  foond  in 
some  mode  or  other  to  present  no  bar  to 
the  civil  claims  of  the  Catholics.  The 
Roman  Catholic  religion,  embraced  as  a 
Chri^ian  fedth,  is  one  thing,  and  thepsipol 
superstition,  as  it  mixes  with  temporal 
power  and  dominion,  is  quite  another.  I 
feel  no  alarm  because  religious  principles 
may  compel  the  Catholic  to  consider  the 
pope  as  the  only  head  of  the  Catholic 
church,  if  that  supremacy  be  compleatly 
separated  from  every  thing  which  toocbes 
allegiance  and  obedience  to  the  sUte. 
And  I  confess,  my  lords,  that  after  the 
imputations  I'  had  heard>  of  Catholic  sub- 
mission to  foreign  authority  or  to  foreign 
influence,  I  was  most  agreeably  surprised 
to  see  the  solemn,  unequivocal  dedaratioos 
of  the  Irish  Catholios,  Jboih  clergy  and 
laity,  to  stand  firm  and  indepeadeat  in 
their  loyalty,  to  id>jure  all  temporal  domi* 
nion  or  influence  proceeding  from  any  fo- 
reign  source;  to  acknowledge •  no powet 
in  the  pope,  but  in  matters  purely  spin* 
tual,  and  to  maintain  with  theur  lives  tlKir 
fidelity  to  their  own  sovereign. upen  the 
British  throne.  What  more,  my  lord^ 
could  any  state  demand  or  expect  fiom 
any  people. 

In  referring  to  the  Resolutions,  lead 
only  in  part  by  the  noble  lord  opposite,  1 
find  it  necessary  to  read  further.  It  was 
not  to  interrupt,  but  to  ascertain  the  Uoe 
spirit  of  them,  that  I  desired  the  noble 
lord,  himself,  to  read  further,  because  it 
would  then  have  appeared  distinctly  to 
your  lordships,  that  the  Catholics  do  not 
hold  the  doctrines  mistakenly  attributed 
to  thein.  First,  then,  although  the  Riim^ 
Catholic  prelates  assembled  in  September 
1808,  at  Dublin,  did  delare  it  to  be  their 
opinion,  that  it  was  inadmissible  to  intro- 
duce any  alteration  into  the^  canonical 
mode  of  nominating  their  bishops,  and  al- 
though afterwards,  in  February  last,  they 
again  declared  unaltered  adherence  to  their 
former  Resolution,  yet,  I  desire  tOMkhow 
this  afllecti^or  hsis  even  a  tendency  to  sf* 
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fec^  the  •tocmty  of  their  declanilionf  or 
their  loyaity  as  a  civil  comnQnily.  It  it 
beetdes  a>  decliratioa  of  the  clergy  only, 
and  in  a  aiatter  too  confined  to  the  spiritual 
character  and  junction*  to  which  the  laity 
are  no  parties,  and  by  which  they  are  not 
bound.  Wonld  your  lordships  be  jnitt* 
fied  in  considering  any  declaration  of  the 
rererend  bench  opposite,  in  matters  ecclc* 
siastical,  as  representing  the  sentiments  of 
the  whole  people  of  wgland ;  and  as  to 
the  apprehension  of  influence  from  France* 
through  the  medium  of  the  pope>  now  her 

Iirisonert  let  us  judge  from  their  Resola- 
ution  on  that  head.  If  their  resolutions  | 
may  be  read  against  their  claims^  as  I  ad- 
mit they  may*  in  order  to  ascertain  the 
spirit  and  temper  of  the  Catholic  body* 
surely  that  spirit  and  temper  onght  to  be 
collected  from  the  whole  of  them  taken 
together*  and  not  from  detached  passages* 
The  Resolutions  of  the  Catholiasynod  at 
Dobliu*  on  the  St6th  of  February  run 
thns:-^ 

3.  '  Resolred*  That  the  oath  of  allegi- 
'  ance*  which,  under  the  proTisions  of  an 
'  Irish  act  of  Parliament*  enacted  in  that 
'  behalf*  is  tendered  to*  and  is  taken  by 
«  his  Majesty's  Irish  Roman  Catholic  s«b« 
« jects*  was  agreed  to  and  approfed  by  all 

*  the  Roman  Catholic  bishops  in  Ireland* 
'  after  long  and  conscientious  discussion* 

*  and  consultation  had  ynih  several  Ca« 

*  tholic  nnivevsities  and  individoid  autbo- 
'  rities  throughout  Europe;  and  that  said 

<  oath  contains  such  ample  decleration  of 
'  civil  faith  and  attachment*  such  total  and 
f  explicit  abjuration  of  all  foreigps  preten- 

<  sions,  whether  spiritual  or  /temporal*  to 
'  intermeddle  in  the  civil  establishments 
'  or  laws  of  this  part  of  his  Majesty's  d(^ 

*  minions*  andsuch  authentic  protestation 
'  of  our  doctrines  in  the  only  matter  then 
'  affording  ground  for  skqder  or  jealousy* 
«  as  that  said  oath  furnishes  a  secorityi 
'  such  as  we  believe  is  .not  demanded  by 

*  any  other  state  from  native  subjects  and 
'  beyond  which  no  pledge  can  be  eflec- 
'  toal*  short  of  the  overthrow  of  our  con'* 
'  sciences,  or  such  other  perpetual  and 

*  public  degradation  of  our  communion* 
'  as  will  tend  to  disquiet  the  government* 

<  notwithstanding  an  ostensible  emancipa- 
'  tion*  by  the  sense  of  indignity  on  the  one 
f.  hand*  and  by  the  contiouanoe  of  suspi* 
'  cion  on  tbe  other. 

4.  '  ResoUed ;  That  said  oath*  and 
'  the  pr<NtniseSi  declarations*  atgorations* 
«  and '  protestations  therein  contained*  are 
f  notorKmslylo  the  Roman  Catholic  chtu^h 


<  at  lM«e*  become  n  part  of  theBomali 

<  Catholic  religion*  as  taught  by  us^  the 
'  bishops*  and  received  and  maintained  by 
'  the  Roman  Catholic  churches  in  Ireland  ^ 

*  and,  as  such*  axe  approved  and  sane- 
'.tioiisd  by  the  other  Roman  Catholic 

*  churches.  So  that  it  appears  to  us  ut« 
'  terly  impossible  that  any  way  is  left  to 
'  any  foreign  authority,  whereby  the  aU 
'  lenience  of  Irish  Catholics  can  be  as- 
'  sailed*  onlem  by  tha^  which  God  averts 
'by  open  invasion;  .m  which  extremo 

*  supposition*  as  we  will  persevere  by 
'  God's  grace  to  do  our  diity*Yo  we  hnv* 
Vcertain  hope*  that  every  true  son  of  th* 
'  Roman  Catholic  church  in  Ireland  will 
'.  eagerly  prove. 

12.  '  Resolved ;.  That  before  the  dat* 
'  of  an  Irish  act  of  Parliament*  giving  the 
'  last  relief  to  his  Miyesty's  Koman  C^ 
« tholic  subjects,  and  from  that  to  thia 
'  present  time*  the  recommendation  of  na 
'  bishops*  when  concurring*  had  been  pro* 

<  gressively  advancing  in  weight  and  an* 
'  tbority  with  the  holy  see ;  and,  as  wm 
'  believe*  principally  from  the  following 
'  cause ;  th»t  we  n^re  known  to  be  at 
'  once  attached  to  our  lawfol  govemmeni, 
!  and  attached  to  the  Roman  Catholic 
« £uth>  not  by  sacrificing  our  reUgion  to 

<  worldly  enos*  by  making  this  freedom  of 
«  conscience  a  cmek  for  malice;  but  in* 
'  cidcatiog  religious  and  social  duties*  in 

<  the  name  of  one  God,  the  fbimder  of 
'both. 

'  IS.  Resolved ;   That  by  the  coano 

<  latterly  adhered  to^  two  benefits  were 
« obtained*  end  were  in  progrem  to  be* 
'  come  a  pertbf  oar  ecclesiastical  system  » 
'  the  one*  that  the  choice  of  penons  to  fill 
'  the  office  of  bkhops*  efleotively  origin 

<  nated  from*  and  was  ciroamscribed  ojf 
'.us*  so  far  at  least  as  to  make  it  inaooes- 
'  sible  to  any  foreign  temporal  inftueqce* 
'  or  corrupt  recommendation*  The  other 
'  adVantage-waa  this :  that  it  behl  out  our 
!  Hierarchy  to  the  WKurld  at  lam*  as  pure* 
« ly  selected ;  and  has  obtained  a  distmc- 
'  tion*  which  nltimatcly  redomided  to  tho 
'  honour  of  the  tolerating  spirit  of  his  pre* 
'  sent  Majesty's  government.' 

Here*  then*  my  lords*  you  have  the  so* 
lemn  declaration  of  tbeCatbolic  prelates 
themselves*  that  so  fiir  from  considering 
any  act  of  the  Pope  done  under  the  power 
or  influence  of  the  French  emperor,  as  in 
any  mfinner  binding  npon  them*  that  after 
e^preasing  their  abhorreacniof  the  aacri*- 
legions  imprisonment  of  his  person  and 
invasion  of  his  auchority^  so  far  Aom  con« 


999] 


iPARL.  DSBATB9»  Jvm  6,  niO^ndmm  CbcMfe  PitUm. 


cm 


Mmng  «vett  any  qiiritiMil  witbority  to 
reside  m  any  suocevor  sppoimed  daring 
BUcH  usDrpfttion>  tbey  soleiBtfly  declare 
that  dorihg  hit  captlTity  and  until  his 
|f«edom  shall  be  uAeqaivocally  icstored 
and  established^  they  will  reject  and  ao- 
nnl  any  declaration  even  proceeding  fimm 
himself  or  by  his  authority^  however  so- 
lemnly ekpiened }    That  daring  his  cap- 
tivilt^  tbey  will  look  to  his  pontificate 
aterely  as  an  asra  of  tine  only»  and  that 
In  ease  of  his  death  daring  his  imprison- 
nenr,  they  should  consider,  the  holy  see 
lo  be  vacant  until  they  should  be  able 
completely  to  ascertain  the  ifiee>caaonical, 
and  doe  ele<!tion  of  a  successor^-^My 
iordSy  you  cannot  in  reason  expect  Tolun- 
tary  conte^aions  from  the  Roman  Catho- 
lic Hierarchy,  more  explicic,  more  bind- 
ing, or  more  satisfactory,  and  if  neverthe- 
less they  are  not  in  yoor  opinion  snfficient 
for  the  civil  safety  of  the  state,  for  that 
very  reason  you  ought  to  go  into  a  com- 
mittee to  consider  and  to  enact  snch  as 
are.    A  legislature  cannot  traffic 'or  con- 
tract with  subjects ;   the  final  decision  is 
with  us.   In  their  3rd  Resolution  they  de-' 
dare  that  the  oath  of  allegiance  proposed 
by  the  Irish  act  of  Parliament,  and  ap- 
proved uad  sworn  br  themselves  and  nil 
nis  Majestjr's  Catholic  subjects,  is  in  their 
estimation  an  ample  declaratt<m  of  their 
civil  fidelity  and  attachment,  «nd  that  an 
abjui^tion  of  all  foreign  nretensioDS»  whe- 
ther spiritual  or  temporal,  to  intenneddle 
with  thcTir  d titles  as  subjects  under  their 
national  establishment,  «oght  to  pat  at 
rest  all  jealoafiy  as  far  as  oatfaa  or  tests  of 
any  kind  could  secur^  fidelity;  batif  yoa 
think'  otherwise,  and  that  other  regula- 
tions t>iight  to  be  soperindnoed,  that  is  still 
another  reason  for  going  into  a  committee 
to  confer ^ba«  they  ought  to  be,  and  to 
enact  Ihem  by  the  authority  of  Parlia- 
ment :    But  i^  may  be  doubted  whether 
there  are  not  limits  beyond  which  no 
pledge  could  be^ifiectual,  from  the  degra- 
dation or  ratlner  the  extinction  of  all  reli- 
SiouS'pi^mciple,  and  the  overthrow  of  the 
ominion  of  conscience,  leading  in  their 
consequences  to  the  disquiet  and  weak- 
ness of  govemtient,  growing  oot  of  a 
fOBse  of  indignity  on  one  hand,  and  too 
just «  foundation  of  suspicion  and  jealoasy 
on  the  other.      Putting  aside,  tharafore, 
for  the  present  the  obsUde  of  the  Veto, 
as  a  dvil  secority  which  is  quite  a  sepa* 
rate  toUsideration,  and  therefore  atill  an 
pdkKtional  argument  for  goine  into  a  com- 
wiilee,  yoa  ^cuuiot  after  all  this  laqoire 


from  the  Catiidics  any  :8tmiger  pwaolii  mt 
loyalty  and  oMachment— you  cannot  after 
being  yoondves  the  aotkora^of  every  teoa 
and  oath,  of  every  stodied  and  anieaap 
dedaration  which*  in  yoor  own  •pinioi^ 
were  best  cdcniated  to  bind  the  veradtjr 
of  man,  you  cannot,  my  lords,  in  ooaimoa 
justice   advance  upon    them  oAersraidn 
with  a  further  damaad*  aa  in^urioiia  to* 
them  aa  it  would  be  useless  and  even  dan- 
genaus  to  as,  yoo  can^t  demand  of  them 
to  surrender  what  they,  though  enroneons* 
ly,  may  consider  to  he  the  essential  prin- 
ciple and  character  of  their  religioo ;  yoa 
cannot  make  laws -to  bind  she  aool  «f  man 
affaiast  dl  the  sanctions  and  fedinga  bv 
vrnich  the  soul  can  alone  be  approocbed, 
and  hv  which  it  can  only  be  regulated  ; 
but  all  this  difficulty  which  ariaea  ont  oi 
the  idea  of  traffic  and  barter  with  the  Ca- 
tholics, a  thinff  impossible  as  between  go- 
vernment and  subjects,  even  if  aubjocis 
could  bind  one  another,  vanidiea  alio* 
gether  if heu  you  come  as  a  legislature  to 
enact  the  securities  which  yob  may  con- 
sider to  be  necessary  for  the  aecurity  of 
the  state.    Every  man  who  knowa  any 
thin^  of  me,  knows  that  I  have  dwaya  en- 
tertained considerable  doobta  upon  the 
subject  of  the  civil  claims  of  the  Catholics, 
fimi  strong  objections  to  the  pritidpJas  of 
their  religious  &ith ;  but  after  considering 
candidly  yet  cantiouslv'  their  aoleoin  dc- 
claration^as  I  have  road  them  to  your  Uxd- 
ships,  I  cannot  hesitate  to  dedaro  that  1 
am  satisfied  with  their  ainoerity ;  moro 
especially  when  they  are  so  justly  intitled 
from  their  I6lh  Kesolotion,  to  the  most  li« 
herd  interprotation : 

**  Readvod,  That  as  to  arrangementa  re* 
**  gaffdingoor  church,  and  sdd  to  beintend- 
"  ed  for  accompanying  a  proposal  of  the 
''  emancipation  of  Irish  Roman  Caiho* 
*'  lies,  prudence,  and  a  regard  foru>or  doty 
^'forbid  us  to  pronounce  a  judgment; 
''  fvhereas  those  rumoured  arrangemeBts 
'*  have  not  been  ascertdned  by  us  through 
**  any  channel.  However,  we  declare,  tut 
"  no  spirit  of  conciliation  has  been  ever 
*'  wantmg  on  our  part ;  that  we  seek  for 
^'  nothing  beyond  tne  mero  integritjr  and 
'^  safety  of  the  Roman  Catholic  religion,  in 
**  its  christian  fitith  and  communion,  and  in 
"  itseasentid  discipline,  subordination  and 
**  moral  code:  nor  may  we  be  justly  re- 
''  proached  for  our  solicitude  in  gusroing 
**  those  sacred  things,  for  which  we  are 
**  bound  to  watch,  and  bear  testimony  with 
*'  our  lives,  if  required/' 

'l4ow,  mylocflf^  what dodaratimi  vport 
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piMBlifNiraljr  tiaipouft  can  b*  mave  fiik 
iMr«splicit»  tmi  «poa  Wkii  prinoipk  4»a 
mm  MC  itett  vplnatenly  to  go  fiumberf  I 
liiar««|ftteil  to  ypvr  lordthipa  ihe  Ifgfat  ob 
wttcii  tbM«  BMolwtioDi  strike  so,  «od  I 
MM  bf  a»  iueaMi  therefore  agree  wkk  the 
<MueiiQfM  4ijniwn  iron  tbeoi  b}ir  thm  noble 
0«rl  twho  bee  joft  speken.  liLeitber  can  I 
^ne#  wilb  biaa  in  tiie  fiUeas  of  demanding 
Ueforgbandt  what  iaio  be  done  in  the  com- 
■Httoe;  amcbiettinthiAkiiigthatnoibing 
caBbo4oAe.^»WiUi  regard  to  ihe  laat,  bis 
omm  able  speech  is  (he  best  ansvrer.->-Tbe 
mmmbUiop  which  be  opposes  woold  have 
to  ezamino  into  the  rery  securities,  which 
the  noble  lord  hinself  has  considered  to 
ko  indispensable ;  and  they  nay  be  ii»> 
dispisosable  for  any  ibiag  that  I  ean  be 
called  npon  to  answer  for  to  day  ;  ndther 
•an  tho  deelaralions,  or  opinions  of  Ihe 
Catholics  opon.tbe  subject  of  these  secnri- 
Aies,^  any  bar  to  our  proceedingSi^-4 
sriil  not  consent  to  enter  into  prenaos 
cpntracts  or  itipulations  with  the  Catholics 
4>r  IfehHid.-*^It  will  be  the  office  of  the 
4NMainittee«  and  afterwards  of  the  lionse, 
and  laadv  of  the  parliaaaent  to  discais 
their  claims  fairly.'-— To  give  them  aM 
arbich  the  noit  h  berate  policy  may  sag- 
^aat  consistent  with  the  general  security  of 
the  ompiroi  and  if  they  are  not  contented 

wkh  that,  it  will  not  be  our  fauks ^We 

ahall  then  have  done  our  duly. 

TbiSy  my  ierds»  is  the  course  which  you 
Mght  in  wisdoony  as  well  as  in  justice  to 
imrsoe.  The  very  taking  their  petitions 
into  oensiderationi  even  thoo^h  the  resnlt 
ehould  be  abortive,  would  in  iteelf  greatly 
iend  to  rcBMve  irritation  and  di^coolent. 
J  cannot  help  tbinfciog  that  there  is  a 
great  analogy  between  thet&ct^if  cofr- 
ciiiation,  whether  applied  to  diifiwences 
between  individuals  or  states. 

Let  me  soppose  tbo  case  of  a  great  land- 
od  proprietor,  some  dam  of  whose  tenants 
or  dependents  were  dissatiafied  with  some 
arrangements  bv  which  they  oonsidcfed 
Ihesaselves  to  6e  injured  or  distressed, 
thongh  in  fiict,  they  had  no  just  canie  of 
oeaiplaint.<^What  woakl  be  the  wise  and 
-pendent  cooiae  for  such  a  man  to  pursue 
for  the  protection  of  his  property,  without 
oootast  and  to  preserve  a  tenancy  usefully 
ata^hed  to  his  person  andeHata  ?«^Ought 
he  to  say  with  brutali^  and  inanity  **  get 
not  of  my  bourn ;  I  will  hear  nothing  of 
your  complainai;  the  law  is  open  toyoo; 
do  you  stand  upon  yonr  righta,  and  I  will 
stand  upon  mine,  even  tbongb  my  rights 
abodd  be   mined  by    m»t  attonaipg  to 
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Twn^*'    Amh  ao  addma  wiaald  only 

MS  tbe  seoae  of  a  grievance  which  pesrw. 
hape  had  no  real  fouBdatjion,^Bat  look  at 
the  contrast,  if  he  had  said,  *'mj  friends^ 
let  us  amet  here  ti>'morrDW ;  let  tiha  mat- 
ter, be  sifted  to  be  bottoai^  and  Ut  juatioe 
be  done  between  us  ;**  After  each  an  invi^ 
tation  to  peace»  peibaps,  a  short  boor 
might  have  settled  tbe  dBOarences>  and  sent 
themall  home  with  bappineisand  c^nt^t.^ 
My  lords,  this  plain  and  simple  coataa  It^ 
before  you,  and  the  motion  of  thn  nobin 
earl  only  aaks  yoo  to  pursue  k^^T^ke  tbe 
petitions  on  your  table  into  yoiir  caadiA 
coniideration,  and  do  justice. 

if  such  a  course  would  be  at  all  timea 
prudence  and  wisdom  in  the  i|idivid«ai» 
how  much  more  in  the  govemnrant'of  an 
empire  in  such  dangerous  and  distracted 
times ;  hbw  much  stronger  is  the  call  of 
prudence  at-  this  moment,  than  when  a 
similar  course  was  pressed  by  Mr.  Borka 
upon  a  former  government*  in  bis  cel»> 
brated  letter  to  air  Hercules  Laa;grish.M^ 
If  at  thu  time  a  cordial  union  of  all 
classes  and  denominations  was  desirable^ 
how  much  mone  is  it  now.  Why,  then» 
my  lords,  witheqtever  thodecent  forms  of 
justice,  shoold  you  continne  a  svstem  of 
degrading  restrictions  to  irriAata  Ine  asinda 
of  80  great  a  mass  of  oiir  popalation.-i**Wbat 
may  be  the  final  conseqoenGe&  of  snob  a 
system,  it  is  impossible  to  say,  bi^  to 
warn  is  not  to  menace.  Great  and  paw- 
erfol  as  we  are ;  triumphant  in  our  naval 
empica  throughout  the  irarld,  still  sm 
must  not  build  upon  this  power,  as  upon 
an  evedasting  foundation  of  security  ;  w% 
ought  to  secure  it  by  the  only  sure  footing 
on  which  a  imtion  can  stand  for  aver  in- 
vulnerable; the  cordial  unity  derived 
from  a  commimication  of  rights  and  io^ 
teresU  in  the  great  body  of  the  people  ; 
well  therefore  did  Mr.  Burke  upon  the 
very  subject  now  before  u^  deprecate  the 
keeping  op  in  Ireland  a  bank  of  discon- 
tent, for  the  dismtiafied  at  home  and  the 
enemy  abroad,  to  draw  upon  at  their 
pleasiuie.  [Hare  lord  £•  read  a  paas^pe 
from  Mr.  Burke's  letter  tosir  H.  Langrish.1 

But  should  we  theui  as  has  been  asked 
by  a  noble  lord,  should  we  therefore 
compleat  the  emancipation  of  ihe  catholics 
witlumt  considering,  and  with  the  most 
caatious  deliberation,  all  the  secmities  and 
safeguards  which  such  a  |^at  changa 
might  call  for  to  protaet  the  stato  ?  1  aa» 
ewer,  no ;  firmly,no ;  1  have  indeed  alwady 
answered  no,  when  I  expcassed  my  entire 
ooncoiranoain  the  mntiments  ao  ably  ok- 
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preised  in  Ihe  letter  of  m3F  noble  friend^ 
to  which  I  before  al  laded. '  I  otust  there* 
fore  of  course  assent  to  all  necessary  se* 
cnrities  and  safeguards  which  tlie  commit- 
tee would  have  to  consider,  and  upon  that 
▼ery  principle  my  noble  friend  if  present 
would  of  course  have  voted  for  a  commit* 
tee-  It  is  there  only  that  you  can  consi- 
der  the  pledges  that  may  be  necea<iary. 
'There  you  ipay  adopt  then,  from  whatever 
sources  they  may  be  proposed,  and  there 
you  may  not  only  methodically  discuss 
them,  but  go  into  a  regular  course  of  evi* 
dence,  if  facts  are  wanting  for  your  ulti- 
mate decision. 

With  regard  to  the  stumbling  block  of 
the  velo,  1  find  inde^,  that  my  noble 
friend  was  well  warranted  in  expecting 
to  meet  wiih  no  difficulty  in  that  quarter, 
but  I  find  nothing  in  his  admirable  letter 
which  finaHy  insists  upon  any  Sfiecific  se- 
curity, in  any  specific  form.  He  looks,  like 
a  wise  statesman,  to  a  general  arrange- 
ment in  which  all  difficulties  would  be 
considered,  and  all  apprehensions  in  go- 
vernment or  in  subjects  removed. 

I  will  read  his  own  words,  in  his  letter 
to  lord  Fingal,  as  printed  p.  12,  IS. 

*'  When  I  speak  of  the  necessity  of  com- 
<<  bining  with  the  accomplishment  of  your 
"  wi4h€s>  provisions  of  just  security  to 
*'  others,  I  am  no  less  desirous  of  consult- 
*'  ing  every  reasonable  apprehension  on 
'*  your  part. 

'  To  the  forms  indeed  of  those  securities 
« I  attach  comparatively  little  importance. 
*  A  pertinaceous  adherence  to  such  de- 
«  tails,  in  opposition  even  to  groundless 
«  prejudice,  /  consider  as  the  reverse  of 
'  ieffislative  wisdom.  I  look  only  to  their 
'  substantial  purposes;  the  safety  of  our 
^  own  establisiiments,  the  mutual  good  will 
'  of  all  our  ielk>w-sub|ects,  and  the  bar- 
^  mony  of  the  United  kingdom. 

'  That  adequate  arrangements  may  be 

<  made  for  all  these  purposes,  consistently 
'  with  the  strictest  adherence  on  your 
'  part  to  your  own  religious  tenets,  is  the 
'  persuasion  which  you  have  long  been 
'4abouring  to  establish,  and  of  which  I 
'  have  Uniformly  professed  my  own  con- 
'  victioQ. 

*  Were  it  otherwise,  I  should  indeed 
'  despair.  But  that  these  objects  may  be 
''  reconciled,  in  so  far  at  least  as  respects 
'  the   appointment  of  your  bishops,    is 

<  known  with  undeniable  certainty.  It  is 
'  proved  by  the  acquiescenoe  of  your 
^church  ui  similar  arrangements  under 
^  other  governn^eiit^  by  the  sentiments 


'  which  many  of  yourselves  still  eDtartaia 
*  as  to  the  proposal  suggested  io  XBOS, 
'  and  most  of  all  by  the  express  consent 
'  formerly  given  to  that  proposal  by  tbe 
'  most  considerable  of  your  own  biaho^ 

'  I  see,  therefore,  in  the  present  state 
'of  this  subject,  much  unexpected  em- 
'  barrassment,  and  many  dtfficoltiea  which 
'  renewed  discussion,  in  the  present  mo- 
'  ment,  must,  instead  of  smoothing*  inevi- 
'  tably  aggravate.  There  h  hovrever  no 
f  ground  for  ultimate  discooraseaienc. 
'  The  sentiment  of  reciprocal  co«mdence, 
'  the  spirit  of  mutual  conciliation  vronld 
«  surmount  far  greater  obsSades.' 

But  another,  and  most  important  diC- 
culty,  has  been  at  different  times  thrown 
out,  which  ought  not  to  pass  onnoticed. 
It  has  been  said  that  even  if  the  full 
emancipation  to  the  Catholics  ahovld  be 
adopted  by  both  Houses  of  partiament, 
it  would  be  rejected  in  a  higher  quarter.  Bat 
I  know  of  no  authority  for  such  an  insino- 
ation,  it  may  be  one  thing,  for  the  high 
personage  at  the  head  of  the  state  to  in- 
struct his  ministers  not  to  propose  in  his 
name  such  a  measure  to  parliament,  but 
quite  another  to  refuse  the  royal  ament  lo 
a  bill,  which  had  received  the  sanction  of 
the  other  branches  of  the  legislators. 
But  whatever  might  be  the  fate  ofsacb  a 
bill,  in  any  other  quarter,  that  csn  never 
absolve  your  lordships  from  fhlfilUng  your 
trust,  to  all  the  subjects  of  our  widely  ex* 
teuded  empire,  and  I  am  ready  to  take  my 
share  in  performing  it.  Whatever  im- 
perfections may  belong  to  the  Roman 
Catholic  religion,  we  must  reg^ard  its  nu- 
merous professors  as  British  subjects,  and 
to  secure  their  loyalty,  must  extend  to 
them  British  privileges ;  taking  care,  as  in 
all  other  cases,  to  maintain  by  wise  laws, 
the  order  and  security  of  the  state.  By 
such  a  course,  prosperity  and  eontent- 
ment  will  be  promoted,  because  the  gene« 
ral  body  of  the  Catholics  will  be  mtisfied, 
and  if  the  securities  which  we  might  find 
ourselves  at -last  bound  to  take  after  the 
fullest  consideration  should  clash  wiih  the 
views,  or  errors,  or  passion^  of  dissentient 
bodies,  we  must  appeal  from  sucfh  mnr* 
murs  and  complaints  to  our  own  consci- 
ences, for  the  consolation  of  having  dis- 
charged our  duties. 

The  Lord  ChanceUor,  in  a  matter  of  soch 
extreme  importance  as  the  question  now 
agitated,  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  thus  early  in 
the  discussion  to  stand  forward,  in  order 
to  prevail  on  those  noble  lords  who  m^ 
portfsd  the  claims  of  the  petittpnersj  to 
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tell  l^m  what  they  neaDt  to  do  io  the 
oommittee,  for  which  it  Wai  their  int»ii- 
tiontoTote«    For  himaelf,  io  or  out  of  • 
committee^    he  could   never  content  to 
yrvnt  privileges  to  the  extent  oi  those  de- 
manded in  the  prayer  of  ihese  petitions. 
He  was  too  sensible  of  the  blessings  of 
civil  and    religious  liberty,   which   the 
conntrjf  enjoyed,  to  risk  them  on  a  specu- 
tation,  of  which  no  one  would  inform  hipi 
what  were  the  grounds.    From  the  ex« 
pression  of  these  opinions  he  was  not  to  be 
deterred,  and  he  would  continue  to  sup* 
pcMTt  the  protestant  church  by  law  esta- 
blished, though  it  might  draw  on  him  the 
epithets  of  a  bigot  or  a  monk.     He  did 
not  mean  to  say  but  that  a  proposition 
might  be  made  by  the  Catholics  deserv- 
ing the  mo.n  earnest  attention  of  govern- 
ment.   But  %Thc*n  it  was  a»ked  to  remove 
those  sacred  bulwarks  and  safeguards  of 
the  constitution  established  in  IQHS,  by  a 
revolution    which   seated    a    Protestant 
prince  on  the  throne,  and  declared  that 
all  his  successors  should   be  Protestants 
«->which    eslHblisbed    a    Protestant    so- 
Ternment,    civil  and    religious — he    did 
think  it  but  reasonable  to  enquire  before 
they  went   into  the  committee,  what  it 
was  intended  to  substitute  in  the  room  of 
these  sacred  outworks  and  bulwarks  of 
the  constitution,  thus  asked  to  be  removed  ? 
—At  present  they  knew  not  but  \vbat  one- 
person  proposed,  another  would  not  con- 
sent to :    they  knew  not  what  the  peti- 
tioners would  be  pleased  to  accept,  and 
ought  they,  under  these  circumstances,  to 
go  into  a  Committee,  to  consider  what 
they  might  oiI«r  to  those  who  might  re- 
ject all  the  boons  they  could  propose  ? 
With  regard  to  the  ieUer  of  the  noble 
barou  (Grenville,)  for  whom    he   could 
truly  say  he  felt  the  utmost  personal  re- 
spect, which  might  be  referred  to,  as  if  it 
lay  on  the  table,  he  drew  from  it  this  di- 
rect assertion,  that  security  ought  to  be 
taken  a^aii^st  the  dtngcr  arising  from  the 
ianovalimi  now  proposed.    It  also  shewed 
that  those  who  had  heretofore  sup|>orted  , 
the  claims  of  the  Catholics,  had  enter- 
tained the  opinion  that  they  would  con- 
sent to  concede  the  veto  whenever  the 
privileges  they  petitioned  for  were  ofiered 
them  on  'these  terms.     As  for  this  veto, 
he  considered  it  as  absolutely  nothing; 
but  what  would  have  been  the  conse- 
quence, if  they  had  gone  into  a  Com- 
mittee, under   these  impressions,  unless 
they  had  come  to  a  perfect  understand- 
ing boliM^haml  on  the  subject  ?  The  con- 


sequence  would  have  been,  thai  commg 
out  of  the  Committee,  they  would  have 
o£fered  the  Catholics  what  they  neither 
could  nor  would  accept.    He  was  not  over- 
charging the  case  by  the  use  of  this  lan- 
guage.    They  neither  would  por  coold» 
consistently  with  the   cou^ientions  dis- 
^(harge  of  their  religious  duty,  accept  of 
these  profiered  terms;  and  if  they  did  ac- 
cept  of    them    they'  would    be  worse 
subjects   than    if    they    refused    them» 
inasmuch  as   dishonest  men  could    not 
be   good   subjects.     He  begged  not  to 
be  understood  to  hold  the  idea  that  any 
man    iiught  to    be    incapacitated    from 
civil  rights  on  account  of  religious  opi« 
nioost  but  the  penal  enactmenu  against 
the  Catholics  were   framed  as  a  guartl 
against  the  political  consequences  neces« 
sarily  connected  with  that  faith  which  ac- 
knowledged a  foreign  supreme  authority. 
He  did  not  know  bow  to  descri)>e  what 
tiiey  were  to  go  into  the  Committee  for. 
All  the  explanation  that  he  had  yet  been 
able  to  obtain  was  upon  the  point  of  the 
veto,  in  which  they  were  aware  only  of 
this,  that  if  they  oftred  concession  on 
that  principle,  it  would  not  be  received. 
He  protested  against  this  fpecietf  of  parlia^ 
mentary  proceeding.    The  measures  now 
proposed  were  in  direct  contradiction  to 
what  their  ancestors  had  supposed  to  be 
the  constitution<^whether  riffhtly  or  not 
he  would  not  tal(e  upon  him  to  decide. 
They  not  only  affected  the  claims  of  the 
Catholics,  but  they  would  alter  every  re-- 
ligioos  institution  m  the  country.    They 
would  change  the  situation  of  the  church 
of  England  as  much  as  the  situation  of 
the  Catholic  church.     He  did  not  meati 
to  say  that  improvements  might  not  be 
made,  or  that  the  Catholics  might  not  de* 
serve  a  better  situation  than  they  were  now 
placed  in.     But  this  could  not  induce  him 
to  submit  to  be  placed  in  a  voom  to  spe- 
culate on  propositions  of  ^hich  ail  they 
knew  at  present  was,  that  the  only  one  on 
which  any  explanation  was  given,  could 
not  be  agreed  upon.—- He    could  never 
consent  on  such  grounds  to  tamper  with 
the  actual  state  of  happiness  the  country 
enjoyed«»a  state  of  happiness  from  which 
the  Irish  Catholics  were  not  excluded— 
and  which  for  a  century  and  a  half,  had 
rendered  us  the  envy  of  thetvorld— a 
state  of  happiness  in  which  the  whole 
country    participated,   arising  from  our 
civil  and  reli^oos  instkntions,  and  greater 
than  was  enjoyed  by^  all  the  world  toge* 
tber.    He  would  not  inleffftre  wilh  this  ia 
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tb/%  fkrk»  «t  gorkttd  sCMmiitlee,  in  wkklr 
fiwr  aitgkt  nt  yet  Irmrw^  pitoposiiioim 
night  be  ntde^  which  wo«M  Mdtt  the 
PrelestftDtB^  in  a  few  neotbt,  tftttneh  the 
objects  off  coMiniKeratioo  to  the  fioMe 
ewl  (Oonoogfaaore)  as  the  Catheltce 
were  el  present, 

Lovd  MoUmd  said,  thst  were  the  peii- 
tioBers  obscure  and  nwasi  iiKlirrMeals,  n- 
stsad  of  being  a  great  body  of  one-feerth  of 
oar  populatioD,  scill  the  grierrwices  thej 
conpllaiiied  of  were  so  great,  that  he  sswt 
tonsider  it  as  heeeming'tbe  wisdom  and 
dignity  of  their  lordships  to  take  them  hito 
cansideration.  Again,  were  these  grter* 
aaees  imaginary,  aad  such  as  conld  not 
properly  be  made  the  sobfect  of  com- 
plaitttj  yet  the  Petitions,  as  speaking  the 
sentimenls  of  foar  millions  of  their  feUew- 
subjeetSf  who  took  thetr^share  in  the  sap- 
pert  of  the  empire  as  it  stood,  wer^  en- 
titled to  their  meat  sarioos  attention*  Bat 
when  he  considered  them  in  both  pomts 
of  view,  as  complatining  of  great  grier- 
aaces,  ematied  opon  a  foarth  of  tlM  po^ 
piilation  of  the  empire,  and  aa  asking  only 
that  to  which  he  contended  tliey  had  a 
nvsst  perfect  rtghc,  the  enjoyment  of  the 
coosutation  of  the  eeunwy  they  assisted 
to  defend  and  snpport,  he  could  not  bat 
feel  astooisbmem  at  any  reststanee  being 
oft  red  to  tha  caaminatiof^of  these  claiaM. 
He  never  would  aUew  that  the  petitioners 
were  asking  any  thing  aa  a  boon;  they 
were  demasMing  their  real  and  indefeast- 
•ble  rtghta,  and  l^e  woald  not  hear  it  aske^^ 
ilk  the  House,  that  before  going  into  a 
Committee  they  shooM  declare  What  it 
Was  they  wanted^-The  noble  and  learned 
lord  had  stated  the  happiness  and  seeuritT 
enjoyed  in  thia  coontry.  He  agreed  with 
hjm  that  Ihey  were  more  than  any  o^^lber 
conntry  oonld  boast,  bat  he  could  not  aaseat 
to  the  artsertioa^  that  the  Catholic  body 
coold  be  inchaled  i»  that  description,  or 
had,  for  the  century  and  a  half  noticed 
by  the  noUe  lord,  portakcnof  these  bless- 
ings. Baring  all  that  time,  they  had 
bean  liaMe  to  the  severest  penal  statutes 
ever  enacted,  which  he  couid  not  yet  ibink 
of  withoat  blushing  for  them,  as  a  disgrace 
to  his  coontiy.  k  was  a  disgr»ce,  that 
any  branch  ni  those  enacted  in  the  reian 
off  queen  Anno  shoohl  yet  remain  on  the 
statttte-books.  As  lor  those  which  had 
been  repealed  in  the  late  and»  present 
reigns,  called  com:e6sions»  he  would  not 
achwiwledge  them  ^  boons,  hnt  the  re- 
atetation  ol-  the  Catliuhcs  to  their  just  and 
oMtfolrifhts.  SManow>thef  hadmoeh 


to  eomplahi  eif,  wi^  pistiee  demandad  tHi* 
their  prayer  shontd  be  granted.  •  As  tk# 
mme  time,  while  he  voted  for  ffwng  iMW 
the  Committee,  he  waa  ready  to  agree  t9 
the  imposition  of  any  restratms,  which  lissr 
servpteser  fears  of  some  might  deomta 
be  re^sfte,  for  the  secarity  of  the  Prc^ 
teslant  eatablishmem.    He  was  snrpriaeil 
that  the  course  proposed  cooM  be  ol^cm^ 
I  to.     To  go  into  a  Coiamitiee  was  tho 
uaoal  parliamentary  mode  of  proceediaig^ 
A  complaint  was  made  ot  eitfclnsion,  and 
the    Committee   wovld  inquire  imo  the 
gioands  of  this  complaint.    He  bad  hensd 
it  said,  though  not  this  night,  thse  the  ik^ 
qualificfttioHs  and  grievances  of  tlm  Ca- 
tholics affected  only  a  few  persons ;  and, 
therefore,  there  AiA  net  exist  so  pressing  a 
oaH  for  emancipation. — ^While  be  folt  die 
utmost  horror  and  disgust  at  the  aid  penal 
code,  he  coukl  not  hehp  mying,  that,  tA 
a  feeling  and  just  mind,  most  galling  and 
degrading  restrictions  did  even  now  emnrtu 
It  was  not  a  trae  principle,  that,  being 
shot  out  frctn  high  stations,  Umta  the  se» 
nate,  and  from  commaod  in  the  army  anA 
navy,  hort  only  the  few  who,  from  their  * 
rank  and  talents,  might  look  up  to  these 
statioan^  The  galling  restriction  spread  foe 
ami  wide,  and  was  seneibly  felt^in  the  nl« 
most  mmiileations  of  society.     The  same 
principfe  which  caused  the  kyve  of  eoaw» 
try  operated  in  this  rmpect»    An  Enghah* 
mon,  a  hundred  years  hence,  woald  foel 
triumph  ami  exultation  in  reading  thn 
history  of  the  gallant  exploits  of  St  Vin>» 
cantor  Nelson,  not  because  they  added  t* 
the  secarity  of  the  country,  bat  becanse 
they  reflected  a  lustre  upon  them  as  na^ 
tives  of  the  same  country.     What  thmv 
mast  be  the  feelings  of  those  whabehHigeA 
to  a  class  in  which  no  heroes  were  erer  tw 
be  fouml,  and  of»  which  ao  lastse  was  pa»- 
mitted  to  shliw^    9uch  feelings  were  ad^ 
rairahiy  depicted  by  that  gmat  masssr  af 
the  human  mind,  the  iminermi  aMmko* 
speare,  which  lie  rould  not  repeat,  baa 
the  bare  mention  of  it  wonW  reeaU  thm 
passage  to  their  memories,     is  descrllierf 
It  as-  possible  to  hear  being  steeped  iia 
jMfverty  to  ih<^  very  lips^  or  all  the  evvia 
that  humaoity  was  subjert  fo,  bnc  not  thw 
idea  of  being  set  up  aa  a  figme  to  be  poiaitodi 
at  by  the  slow  and  moving  finger  of  sccrwu 
The  w>biif  earl  on  the  etiiar  sMa  (lorA 
Claacasty)  had  gathemd  opitiiooa  frooa 
obscure  wrismga,  and  argued  on  them  aa 
if  they  were  the  decided  opasiens  oi^  Urn 
general  Caiholie  body.     Ansong   theaw 
wan  the  atoiyoC  t|io  9X^mammtVim  <# 
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tMttfrrar  of  tMi  kfdd,  It  iMt  not  fair 
H  (kp  it  generstly  oo  lb«  Caiholte 
eb«rii  Their  ««m  ebarch  eovid  not 
iufiftttiiiiio  oacliftrttoMo  a  toiineof 
anB<0C :  iod  it  ira*  mi  lair  or  just  to 
tfj^  t^ait  a  wholo  body  what  was  done 
If  I  mgte  kidiridaal.  *  Hia  iordslHp  f- 
ynied  the  iiory»  and  contended  tbat  k 
Arf  mt  Mppori  tho  iiiferoiifo  drawn  Ironi 
iW  lord  Claacartir.  Sapposo  a  member 
tficftb  wM  Uaek-balM,  and  thereby 
Mhlscliaraeter  and  IWelibood  ;  it  might 
bppei,  that  if  hia  character  was  tmpfo- 
p(Hy  taken  away>  a  jory  wonld  giro  a 
«4ict  (or  damages  in  m  fttvoar^  bot  It 
k  lie  fellaw  that  all  hia  leltow-clobmen 
•n»  Ml  that  accoont  to  be  oxclnded  Irom 
M;  qnhfted  to  aft  in  |iarifOinent.  Moch 
^  been  laid  bj  the  noble  lord,  learned 
lite  Jaw,  of  eneroochifig  apaia  the  bol* 
vrbaad  safegaords  of  oor  consCitQtion. 
^  tk  ooble  lord  mean  to  state,  that  our 
^toiisn  was  ibonded  on  ao  narrow  a 
^  that  ti  conid  not  exist  witbodt  ex- 
'»oai?  How  eooM  he,  learned  as  he 
"a  "fl  the  law^  contend  tbat  these  petial 
ttctaientsw^ve  fundamental  pafu  of  the 
"atiuitioo,  net  to  be  trenched  upon? 
%ift9,  ivas  it  not  told  to  the  Irish  Phr- 
«Mtfthep«riodof  tbetmion^  Wby 
*^  they  not  informed  of  these  fmidas 
*9ttl  bolwarhs  against  tbehr  claiitis^  ra- 
^  Una  deluded  with  the  hope  that  thew 
taaooQki  meet  with  contideratMtf  and 
^^  m  the  United  Parliament  ?  It  waa 

*  (bea  understood  that  such  radical. 
¥cti<M»  existed ;  for  if  It  hod  been  so 
*)<nieoii,  it  wonld  have  been  tbe  gross- 
;^  of  deceptiona  to  have  flattered  tbe 
"Mia  with  tlie  idea  of  their  ettrhtts 
^••f  titentively  and  seriooaly  exammed 
^  fitcQSwi^,  if  there  waa  an  opinion 
^  liflHlar  to  what  had  now  been  ex* 
'^td  by  the  noble  and  learned  lord^ 
^  ^99t  damns  were  absolutely  ina^^ 
^Me  as  contrary  to  the  fundamental 
"^  the  constitution.— >No  martent^r- 
^  a  higher  opinioa  of  the  Revolution 
'Hits  than  he  did,  h«t  he  would  nor  pnt 
^  Ml  in  tlMt  standard  alone.  The 
^■^  fi^eyed  a  eonstttotion'  kvog  before 
"^IKnod,  and  m^Mf  wise  laws  were 
^  ffoai  the  trme  of  Edward  III. 
**>  tbe  RoAiiii^  aopenrtitions-  prevailed 

*  ^  eointry.  He  aoppoied  some  fo  tore 
'^^  lard  might  eise  the  Irish  Unrom 
*»tdMowltdgweuf  of  tMa  fsudttmental 
^^fle,  and,  in  aa^  doing,  he  would  be 
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waa  in  citiag  the  time  of  the  Bev»lt<i«fc 
No  more  disgraceful  breach  of  tile  treMiit 
of  Newry  sm  limerrcb  coold  Ovef  bv 
conmiftted,  than  the  passing  of  the  Teal 
and  Gorpcnation  -laws.  These  ahawodj^ 
that  no  soeh  fundamental  principle  e&« 
isted  for  20years  togetber,  as  was  assumed 
by  the  learned  lord  to  have  existed  fof 
such  a  length  of  time/  This  was  fertber 
shewn  by  the  Restoration^  whicb  was foinnl« 
ed  inr  eomplete  toleration,  and  by  tb& 
laws  of  exclosion  being  passed  fvonr  tim^ 
to  time.  At  the  Union  of  beotlaod  tbey 
were  rejected,  and  therefore  it  oooM  noa 
be  said,  thai  an  uniform  systeia  had  es^* 
isted.  Nay,  this  celebrated  bulwark  bid 
not  existed  in  Ireland  for  ieveral  yeaf» 
past,  for  the  test  act  Was  unknown  in  that 
coonifj^  The  noble  lord  aaid^  tbat  tb9 
objectioni  di4  not  rest  on  the  roHgioaa 
opinions  of  the  Catholicay  but  en  the  po* 
Ittiea)  principles  connetted  witb  it.  HSg 
waa  not  unrharitabte  eiwugb  to  drtnf 
such  a  eonclusion.  They  dented  the  aiM 
premacy  of  the  pope  in  tempond  malief^/ 
and,  he  maintainiMi,  eag ht  to  be  as  maoli 
trusted  oai  their  oath  of  allegiance  aa  any 
other  chna  of  men  in  the  empire.  Tbiu 
oatb  waa  a  iuticiem  pledge  for  their 
fidelity  to  the  st^fte,  and  the  seeofhy  el 
the  established  ^emment.  It  was  bind*' 
ing  ow  eiK5iaenian,  and  held  sbAeient  for 
them  •f  and  why  waa  not  the  same  creii» 
to  bd  put  in  it  when  mken  by  roen  of 
eduoatiorir  of  enlightened  atiMa  antt 
talent  ^'t-^He  adnritted  that  there  miglw 
be  tnnev  of  so  pecaliar  a  nutiwe  ao  to- 
josirfy  lomporary  exeki«ion,  boa  he  d^ 
rti^d  ihaC  any  govemmene  had  a  right-  t9 
excladif  a  great  body  olfsul)ects  firem'-ekg 
betieftttf  of  tbe  oonetitntfon,  for  opiolone 
either  peliilcal  or  reHgiooe.  The  nobt# 
baron  oonelodedv  \^n  i^foreiMe  i#  tbd 
authorities  of  Mr.  Bbrke,  Mr.  t'Mr  mA 
Mr.  Fox  Off  thie  suftjeei/  atal  j^rtkuleily 
of  Mr.  6rat«Hf,  wbose  local  ftnowlodgio 
waa  superior  to*  any  of  the  reet,  and  whos# 
ilante  waa  eonnecie^  wi«h  aH  the*  gre«r 
meaiBures  for  the  good  ^  hie  eoumre"  for 
mmy  years  putt.  Ne  hoped  it  \eeoid  Iw 
hie  fortune  at  some-  foeare  period,  if  n(f» 
new,  to  grveshe  deatb  bk>w  to  the  bi^MPjr 
and  supoTitieioir  wbich^epevatrd  su^  peiM 
nraioiisiy.  He  hdped  the  C8ebolie8>#oefl^ 
meet;  theaa  wicb  eonellMion,  and  snAmjf* 
ly  nscemm^ndt^  the  Mfovcite#  t6  #€eiflu 
mitteeir 

the  Mlie  ef  ff&ifM  ^metir^  ihartbir 
CiMhoHea  only  anted  fhav  ^IMh  #ai  eif-^ 
jeyM  l^y  dtb#rqiii»tu#  iot  #  tteeik 
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Um  dftrk»  0*  gotMtto  a€of6iiiiilee,  hi  whkll 
&r  iiQgbt  be  yet  kiMW,  pro|M>sftiot» 
might  be  BtMtde^  #hicb  woaM  rtiildrr  t^ 
Pf o|iBsCaiit»,  in  »  few  ventbtt  a»  iBoeb  the 
objects  of  comraittefntioo  to  the  fiobie 
ewl ,  (DonoogbnK>re)  m  the  Catllelic* 
were  aI  present^ 

Lord  Holland  said,  tbat  were  the  peti- 
tioBen  obscure  and  mean  indivi^eels,  in* 
stead  of  beioff  a  great  body  of  one-foarth  of 
oar  populatioo,  stiU  the  grieTaacas  tbay 
caapkioed  of  were  so  great,  that  be  oiast 
Consider  it  as  beeeming'ibe  wisdom  and 
dignity  of  tbeir  lordabips  to  take  them  into 
coasideratioa.  Agaso,  were  these  grter* 
ancas  imaginary,  aad  such  as  eeald  not 
piOjperiy  be  made  the  sobjeet  of  eem- 
plaHUj  yet  the  Petitions,  as  speaking  the 
sentimeats  of  foar  nilHoM  of  their  feUaw- 
sttbjecks,  who  took  thetr^share  in  tbe  sup* 
part  of  tbe  empire  as  it  stood,  wer^  en- 
titled to  their  moA  aevioiis  attention*  Bat 
when  he  considered  them  in  both  poiMs 
of  view/os  complaining  of  great  grie?- 
aAces^  eniatted  opoii  a  foarth  of  tke  po^ 
piilation  of  tbe  entpire,aiid  as  asking  only 
tbait  to  whick  he  contended  they  bad  a 
I98st  perfeet  rigkc,  tlie  enjoyment  of  the 
coostttation  of  the  cauntry  tbey  assisted 
to  deftad  and  aapport,  be  could  not  bat 
feel  aitooi^bmem  at  any  resiatanee  being 
oftred  to  tbaeaaarinatioaof  tbeae  claims. 
He  never  would  aMew  that  the  petitioners 
were  asking  any  thing  aa  a  boon;  tbey 
ware  demaiMing  tbeir  real  and  indefeaat* 
ble  rights^  aad  1]«  would  not  iiear  it  aske^ 
ift  tbe  House,  \hat  before  going  into  a 
Committee  they  sbooM  declare  what  it 
^as  they  wanted.^— The  noble  and  learned 
lord  bad  stated  the  happiness  and  8eetn*ttT 
cajoyed  in  tkia  coaaitry.  He  agreed  with 
hiar  tbat  Ibey  were  more  than  any  o^^bcr 
coantry  could  boast,  bat  he  could  not  asseat 
to  the  aasertiiBW,  that  the  Catholie  body 
Goald  be  inchided  in  thai  description,  or 
hadf  for  tbe  century  and  a  half  noticed 
by  the  noUe  lord,  partaken  of  these  blem* 
ings.  Baring  all  that  time,  they  bad 
been  lial»le  to  the  sercrest  penal  statutes 
erer  enacted,  which  he  couid  not  yetthmk 
of  wKhoat  bkiihing  for  them,  a«  a  diigrace 
to  bis  country,  k  was  a  dtsgr»ec,  that 
any  branch  nt  those  enacted  in  the  reign 
of  queen  Anna  shoahl  yet  remain  on  tbe 
statttte-botfk^.  Am  for  those  which  had 
been  repealed  in  tbe  late  and  present 
reigns,  railed  conceiiaions,  be  would  not 
adwnwledge  ibens  as  boona.  bat  tbe  re^ 
atatation  ol*  iba  Catholics  to  tkeir  juat  and 
natural  riybaa*  Sae*  now>  tkay  had  motb 


ta»  complain  &f,  mud  justice 
tireii'  pfajrer  should  be  granted.  *  Aa  als* 
same  time,  wfiile  be  votifd  for  giAi»9  maa^ 
tbe  Committee,  he  waa  ready  to  mgwem  19 
tbe  imposition  of  any  restrarnta,  whfcilr  a^M 
servpleser  foars  of  some  nrigbi  dmtmm  to 
be  reoofsite,  for  tbe  secarity  of  tlae  Frup- 
uatane  establisbmeitt.    He  was  avr^risic^ 
that  tbe  coarse  proposed  cetvM  be  okytf  c  latf 
to.     To  go  into  a  Commiuea  was  tbe 
usoal  parliamontary  mode  of  proceedings 
A  complaint  was  made  ot  titclmion,  mmd 
the    Gommitfcee   wovid  inquire  inaor  tlH 
groande  of  this  complaint    He  bad  heaad 
it  Slid,  though  not  this  night,  tbe*  ttle  die- 
qualifications  and  grievances  0$  tbe  C^ 
thplics  affected  only  a  few  persona  ^  and, 
therefore,  there  did  net  exist  so  preaalflg  a 
caH  fef  emaacipation.^>While  he  Halt  die 
utmost  horror  and  disgust  at  the  #Id  penal 
cede,  he  could  not  mfp  saying,  ibaa,  ta 
a  feeling  and  just  mind,  most  galling  aad 
degrading  restrietiens  did  eren  near  aacin. 
It  was  not  a  tree  principicy  tha^  baiag 
sbot  oat  frmn  high  stations,  from  tbe  s^ 
nate,  and  from  command  in  the  army  and 
navy,  hart  only  tbe  fow  who,  from  tbeir 
rank  and  talents,  might  look  up  to  tltoio 
sutions^  Tke  galling  restriccian  tpaaad  hi 
and  wide,  aad  was  seaeibly  fel^in  tbe  ac« 
most  ramiiieatiaiii  of  society.     Tbe  same 
principle  which  ceased  the   fore  oi  coma* 
try  operated  in  this  respect*    An  fiagliab* 
mon^a  hundred  yeara  hence,  woaldfeel 
triampfa  and  exultation  in  reading  tbe 
history  of  the  gallant  exploita  of  St.  Vin* 
cantor  Nelson,  not  becaose  they  added  to 
tbe  secarity  of  the  country^  bat  becaose 
they  reflected  a  lustre  upon  them  as  an* 
tives  of  the  same  country.     Wt>at  liwr 
meet  be  the  feelMigaoftkose  wbffbeloagcd 
to  a  clasa  in  which  no  heroes  were  erer  ta 
be  found,  and  on^  wbicW  ao'  lastre  was  per- 
mitted to  sblne^    Such  feelings  were  ad- 
mirably depicted  by  that  great  nmster  ef 
tbe  human  mind,  tbe  immertsd  tikake-* 
speare,  which  he  canld  not  repeal^  bee 
the  bare  mention  of  it*  woaW  reeali  the 
passage  ts»  tht^ir  memonca.     k  described 
It  as-  poeaible  to  bear  b«9ing  steepad  he 
)^9fty  to  the  rery  lips^  ee  all  the  eriii 
thet  humanif y  waa  subject  fo,  bat  not  dm 
idea  of  being  set  upraaa  figaretobe  pemted 
at  by  the  slow  aad  moiving  finger  of  scorn* 
The  noble  earl  on  tbe  otimr  aide  (lard 
Clancarty)  had  gatbemd  opitvioaa  from 
obaeare  wrlnaga^  aad  argued  on  tbemm 
if  tbey  were  she  decided  opaaioni  of  fla 
general  Caiholie  body.     Aaaong  tbeit 
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tfte  ibe6«fnftker,  •«  BalVyftlHMnMk  Iflher» 
was  an  error  of  ttiM  biddy  H  wm  Dot  Air 
|»  dmrgB  it  generally  oo  the  Catbolic 
eborch*  Their  evm  cbarch  eeaid  net 
eland  againet  to  tmchariiebte  a  eoorse  ef 
argvftietfit :  and  it  wae  m>t  hk  or  just  to 
urge  against  a  whole  body  what  waa  done 
by  a  Angle  indiridaal.  '  Hie  ionUhip  re- 
peated the  luny,  and  contended  tftiat  H 
did  not  ffopport  the  infereofe  drawn  from 
H  by  lord  ClancaMtr.  Suppose  a  member 
ofackib  was  btack-balied,  and  thereby 
lest  hte  character  and  Itvehhood  ;  it  might 
happen,  that  if  his  character  was  impro- 
perly taken  away,  a  jory  wonld  giTO  a 
verdict  for  damages  in  his  fiToar,  bitt  it 
did  not  follow  that  all  Ilia  Mfow-clnhmen 
were  on  that  accoont  to  be  excladed  from 
being  qeaiifled  to  sH  in  paHfaoMoi.  Mach 
had  been  said  bj  ilie  noble  lard,  learned 
in  the  law,  of  encroaching  apett  the  bnl« 
warks  and  safegaatds  of  cor  consCimtion. 
Did  the  noble  lord  mesn  to  stale,  that  oar 
eoHBtJtution  was  fbmided  on  so  narrow  a 
basis,  that  tt  c onid  not  exist  withent  ex<> 
citfsione?  How  cooM  he,  learned  as  he 
was  in  the  law,  contend  that  these  penal 
cnactmenu  w\^ve  fondamencal  pans  of  the 
constfttiliott,  not  to  be  trenched  opoir? 
why  if  so,  waa  it  not  told  to  the  Irish  Pkr* 
liain^nt  at  the  period  of  the  anion  ^  Wiry 
were  tliey  not  informed  of  these  firodai^ 
mental  bulwarks  against  tlieir  claims,  ra- 
tber  than  deluded  with  the  hope  that  tbe^ 
claima  wookl  meet  with  consideratioif  and 
support  in  the  Unitad  P'arliament  f  h  waa 
not  then  understood  that  svch  radical 
objeetimis  existed ;  fbr  if  it  had  been  so 
midcrsiood,  it  woaid  have  been  the  g'feat^ 
est  of  deceptions  to  have  Hatlered  rbe 
Catholics  with  the  idea  of  their  claims 
being  attentively  and  serioosly  examined 
and  discQSsed,  if  there  was  an  opinion 
then,  simitar  to  what  had  now  been  ex* 
premeil  by  the  noble  and  learned  loftf 
that  those  chrims  were  absototely  inad'* 
missible  as  contrary  to  the  fttndamentaf 
law  of  fba  constitution.-— No  man  enter- 
uined  a  higher  opinion  of  the  Revolaiton 
of  I08§  than  he  did,  hnt  he  woold  nor  pot 
bia  faith  in  that  standard  afoite.  The 
coootry  enfoyed  a  eonsiitntion'  Kmg  before 
that  period^  and  manf  wise  laws  were 
pUsaed  fit>m  the  time  of  Edward  Iff. 
when  the  Rombh^  iapeiafi«kMi»  prevailed 
ia  the  coantry.  He  sappesed  some  fotore 
learned  lord  might  cite  the  Iriah  Uivrofr 
at  ait  aeknotr ledgment  ofthls  famdamental 
pvineiple,  and,  in  ao  doing,  le  wmild  be 
aa«o9  fbaaded  m  tbo  laaMted  hffd  tt&w 


waa  in  oiliBg  the  time  of  the  Bevlmiafc 
No  more  disgracefol  breach  of  tho  treMiOt 
of  Newry  SM  Limerrch  codid  Over  bn 
cammitted/  than  the  passing  of  theTaii 
and  Gorpovation  laws.  These  ahaiaadjg 
that  no  siieh  fond^mental  prineiple  0%^ 
isted  for  SOyears  together,  as  was  assumed 
by  the  Uamed  lord  to  have  existed  §af 
soch  a  length  of  time^  This  was  farther 
shewit  by  &t  Restorationi  which  was  foonl« 
ed  in  complete  toleration,  and  by  tbtf 
laws  of  exclasion  being  passed  fvem  time 
to  time.  At  the  Union  ef  8oet1and  Ibey 
were  rejected,  and  therefbre  it  ooald  noa 
be  mid,  that  an  oniform  aystem  had  e^^^ 
isted*  Nay,  this  celebrated  behvark  hAd 
not  existed  in  Ireland  for  ieveral  jmaie 
past,  fbr  the  test  act  was  unknown  in  that 
comiifj^  The  imble  lord  and/  that  the 
objection  did  not  rest  on  the  roKgiooe 
opinions  of  the  Catholicsy  bat  on  the  pe* 
litieal  principles  connected  wnh  it.  M 
waa  net  unrhariiable  enangh  to  drmf 
sack  a  eonchision.  They  denied  the  en* 
premaoy  of  the  pops  in  temporai  maltarti/ 
and,  he  maintained,  oaght  to  be  as  maob 
trasted  oft  their  Oath  of  allegiance  as  any 
other  clam  ef  men  io  the  empire.  Tble 
oath  waa  a  iatlicient  pledge  tw  tbair 
fidelity  CO  the  stiie,  and  the  secorhj^  el 
the  established  giwemmeiit.  It  was  biml*' 
ing  ov  eik^iaenian,  and  heM  shfheient  fbr 
them  f  and  why  waa  net  the  same  oroilr 
to  64  pnt  m  it  when  mken  by  men  of 
eduoatiorir  of  anlightetied  aMUda  am^ 
talenc  ?4-^Mi  admitted  thm  there  miglw 
be  tmiee  of  so  peooliar  a  netiwe  a»  tO' 
jasirfy  temporary  exckision,  bee  he  d^ 
tmd  that  any  getemmene  had  a  right  M 
exclade  »greaebody  of  ioljects  flrem'tto 
betiefhe  of  the  oonatitntlon,  fbr  opiniono 
either  palistcai  or  rehgioaa.  The  noM# 
btron  oeawladed,  by  a  rthtenfoe  w  fhtf 
anthorities  of  Mr.  mrka,  Mr.  fitlr  amf 
Mr.  Fos  on  thie  seijeri,  and  pardeulady 
of  Mr.  ^ratasff,  irhose  local  ftnowlotfg^ 
waaserperior  to*  any  of  she  rcet,  and  whos# 
rinme  was  eaaoecied  wieh  ill  ftoa*  grim 
mesames  kff  the  good  of  hie  eoantr^  fbr 
maary  yean  pmt.  Ife  hoped  if  wemd  Iw 
hia  fortene  ai  same  fkiate  perkNl,  if  ndO 
now,  to  gifvethe  demh  bk>w  to  the  bigmrjr 
and  Mpersticioir  whick^  eperaird  so-  per^ 
nieieuMy.  He  hdpeil  the  Gelhelfee wonlf 
meet;  thew  wlift  eeneilMioni  aiid  siMnf^ 
ly  lecemmMIe^  the  iofeffeii6#  to  »€eiiw 
niisteei 

The  Mflie  ef  .M^^li  eiRteryedk  thMffew 

CaihoHes  etly  sakad  thai  irtich  #ni  OM" 

^ey^  by  dXyClMti|mi»  «of  df  *re«» 
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tabliahmefit.  He  defended  the  character 
of  Dr.  Mtlner  ;  of  whom  he  spoke  in  high 
terms  for  his  learning,  ability,  and  in- 
tegrity. As  for  the  story  of  the  excom* 
monication,  all  churches  had  a  similar 
power,  and  the  same  practice  existed  in 
fLe  P'roteuant  church.  A  noble  and 
learned  lord  wished  them  to  state  what 
they  would  propose  in  the  Committee. 
They  would  propose  to  offer  the  Catholics 
that  participation  of  the  constitution  which 
was  oonwstent  with  their  own  security — 
His  grace  then  noticied  the  inconsistencies 
of  the  existing  laws,  as  afiecting  the  Ca- 
tholics/ and' earnestly  recommended  con- 
diliation  towards  them,  as  essential  to  the 
happniess  and  security  of  the  empire. 

liie  Earl  of  Buckitighafiuhire  expressed  ^ 
great  unwillingness  to  trespass  upon  the 
lime  of  their  lordships,  when  from  the 
length  of  the  debate,  and  the  heat  of  the 
House,  they  must  be  ko  liiuch  exhausted, 
but  said,  he  must  clahm  tdeir  indulgence 
ibr  a'few'  minutes,  as  from  the  manner  in 
which  his  conduct  had  been  alluded  to, 
when  chief  secretary  in  Ireland,  by  the 
noble  lord  who  (opened  the  debate,  it  was 
bnpossiblcf  for  him  to  avoid  entering  into 
some  explanation.— It  certainly  was  a 
fiict,  that  a  Petition  of  the  Roman  Catho- 
lics to  the  Iribh  House  of  Commons 'had 
been  rt^ted  in  the  year  1792,  and  the 
noble  lord  (Donooehmore)  towards  the 
close  of  that  year,  bad  been  deputed  by 
the  Committee  of  Catholics  assembled  in 
Dublin,  to  call  upon  him  for  the  purpose 
of  ascertaining,  whether  the  government 
of  Ireland  would  support  the  prayer  of  a 
Petition  for  similar  purposes,  which  had 
been  prepared  for  transmission  to  the 
King,  and  the  noble  lord  was  correct  in 
■tatiog  that  he  (lord  Buckinghamshire) 
declined  giving  assurances  to  that  effect, 
because  he  would  not  undertake  to  pledge 
the  administration  to  the  support  of  roea- 
lores  in  Parliament,  against  which  the 
House  of  Commons  had  to  recently  de- 
clared nearly  an  unanimous  opinioa.«-The 
Aoble  lord  had,  however,  gone  a  step  fur- 
tiier^  and  he  h<id  charged  the  government 
of  Ireland  wuh  having  promoted  and  en- 
eooraged  certain  addresses  and  resolutions 
entered  into  by  the  grand  juries,  with  a 
view  to  counteract  and  defeat  the  princi- 
pal object  of  the  Catholic  Petition* — Lord 
Buckinghamshire  said,  that  though  fully 
convinced  that  the  noble  lord  (Doooush- 
more)  was  incapable  of  asserting  that 
which  be  did  not  believe  •  to  be  correct, 
hf  iw0t  t9kn  the  liberty  on  the  pert  of 


the  administrttion  of  that  day,  to 
their  lordships,  that  the  noble  lord  had 
been  totally  miainforroed  with  respect  to 
the  conduct  of  goveniuient  in  relation  to 
tlie  grand  juries. — it  unquestionably  was 
true  that  a  great  proportion  of  the  Protes- 
tant gentlemen  of  Ireland,  w«is  extremely 
apprehensive  of  the  consequences  of  con- 
ceding the  elective  franchise  to  the  Catho- 
lics, and  amongst  these  gemlemen  were 
many  persons  nearly  connected  with  the 
government ;    but  he  utterly  denied  that 
the  V  were  instigated  in  any  degree  by  the 
Irish  administration,  to  the  part  thry  indi- 
vidually took  as  members  of  the  erand 
juries.     Lord  Buckinghamshire   had   the 
less  difficulty  in  making  the  assertion*  be- 
cause ill  answer  to  a  similar  charge,  at  ihe 
time  be  had  made  a  similar  assertion  in 
the  Irish  House  of  Commons,  not  only 
without  the.  fear  of,  but  without  oicieiing 
with,  the  slightest  contradiction.— Lord 
Bucktnghamfhire  h>d  no  intention  of  en- 
tering at  length  into  a  justification  of  the 
Irish  House  of  Commons,  with  reference 
to  the.  Catholics,  but  he  would  deaire  their 
lordships    to  advert  to  the   siuiaiion  to 
which  that  House  was  placed.     He  had 
already  staled  that  in  the  session  of  179A 
an  opinion  had  been  expresscd,almo6t  with 
unanimity,  against  the  concession  of  the 
elective  franchise.     In  the  interval  be- 
tween the  discussion  of  this  subject  in  the 
years  1792  and  1795,  delegates  had  been 
deputed  from  the  Catholic  body  to  present 
a  Petiti<Mi  to  his  Majesty  for  the  attain- 
ment of  that  object ;  and  tl^  Ring -having 
been  pleased  to  receive  the  Petition,  the 
leading  member  of  the  cabinet  commutii- 
cated  to  the  Catholic  delegates  their  in- 
tention to  direct  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland,  in  his  speech  Irom  the  throne,  to 
recommend  the  prayer  of  that  Petition  to 
the  favourable  consideration  of  Parlia- 
ment.    His  lordship  asked  what  then  was 
the  situation  of  the  Irish  House  of  Com- 
mons ?    Was  there  no  alteration  in  the 
state  of   the  question  in  the  session  of 
17i)3,  from  that  in  v\hich  it  had  been  of- 
fered to  their  consideration  in  the  preced- 
ing year?  Was  it  a  trivial  circumstance 
in  a  question  betwetrn  Protestant  and  Ca- 
tholic, that  the  latter  was  supported  by 
the  whole  weight  and  authority,  of  the  mi- 
nisters of  the  British  empire  ?  and  was  it 
not   therefore   an    occasion,    wherein  a 
change  of  conduct  might  be  expedient, 
though  a  change  of  opinion  bad  not  taken 
place  ?-*-In  this  difficult  situation  the  Irish 
Pvliaoieat  conceded  to  the  recomneiHla* 
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tmn  from  the  throne,  that  which  left  to 
ih«  exercise  of  its  own  onbiaued  jadg* 
ment,  it  woald  have  persisted  in  rejecting* 
Hie  Majesty's  miniaiers  were  deairous  to 
conciJiafe  the  Catholics,  and  had  been  led 
to  believe  that  the  grant  of  all  they  then 
asked,  and  which  was  more  than  the  most 
sanguine  of  them  expected,  would  have 
that  effect,  bat  on  the  contrary  the  result 
was  extended  demand,  and  clamourous 
diaaatisfackion ;  and  the  same  British  mi- 
nisters having  in  1795,  appointed  a  noble 
lord  (Fitawiniam)  chief  governor  of  ire- 
land,  were  obliged  to  recalbim  on  account 
of  the  irritation  produced  by  the  steps  he 
had  taken,  with  a  view  to  exempt  the  Ca^ 
tliolics  from  those  oaths  which  the  rest  of 
his  Majesty's  subjects  are  required  to  take, 
in  order  to  quaKf)*  themselves  to  sit  in 

Earliameni ;  and  when  that  measure  was 
rought  forward  daring  the  administra- 
tion of  his  succesKor  (lord  €amden)  it  was 
rejected  in  the  House  of  Commons  by  a 
large  majority .-<i-With  this  view  of  the 
subject  lord  BuckinghambUire  would  al- 
ways maintain,  that  the  concession  of  the 
Irish  House  of  Commons,  in  the  first  in- 
stance, would  not  warrant  an  insinuation 
impious  to  its  credit,  and  that  its  re- 
sistance in  the  second,  entitled  it  to  ap- 
f/robtttion  and  respect.— With  reference  to 
viFhat  the  noble  lord  had  said  respecting 
the  King's  coronation  oath,  lord  Buck- 
inghamshire would  briefly  advert  to  the 
circumstances  under  which  it  was  framed. 
—At  the  period  of  the  Revolution,  under 
m  review  of  all  that  had  been  passing 
within  a  few  years,  it  was  deteimined  to 
provide  against  the  danger  to  which  the 
constitution  in  church  and  state  had  been 
expoaed,  at  one  time  by  the  violence  of 
the  Dissenters,  and  at  another,  by  the 
bigotry  of  a  Popish  king.  J^nd  amongst 
other  measures  for  that  purpura,  it  was 
judged  adviseable  la  impose  fresh  obli- 
gations, under  the  solemn  sanction  of  that 
oath,  which  the  sovereigns  of  this'conn try 
are  required  to  take  at  their  coronation. 
—Thus  constituting  an  additional  com- 
pact between  the  King  and  his  people, 
and  "  resting  (as  Mr.  Gmlolphin  expressed 
it)  all  our  securities  upon  the  King's  coi^ 
scieotionsness".*-^  conscientiousness,  lord 
Buckinghamshire  said,  which  must  oper- 
ate not  only  against  the  violence  of  party, 
but  which  might  prove  the  safeguard  of  the 
constitution  even  in  opposition  to  the 
sentimentsofthe  two  Houses  of  Pari  lament, 
as  it  would  not,  sorely,  be  argued,  that 
any  human  power  could  abaolvehis  Irlaje^ 


from  that  oath,  or  that  he  coald  under 
any  circumstancea  be  expected  to  act 
contrary  to  those  obligations  which  no- 
Gordine  to  his  impression,  it  had  iinposedj 
— Lord  Buokioghamshire  then  proceadoi 
to  notice  what  had  fallen  from  other  nobte 
lords  respecting  the  veto,  and  stated,  that 
although  he  had  never  conceived  that  amr 
advantage  or  security  conld  bo  derivM 
from  the  strange  scheme  of  concarrent 
appointments,  to  be  made  by  bis  Majestv, 
the  Pope,  and  Buonaparte,  he  must  do  the 
Irish  Catholic  Bishops  the  justice,  they  ao 
well  deserved,  for  tne  candid  manner  ha 
which  they  bad  declared  their  sentimenta 
upon  that  point—- They  ivoold  not  allow 
the  parliament  to  be  deluded  in  the  passing 
of  measures,  of  whatever  benefit  to  persona 
of  their  own  peninasion,  upon  grounda 
totally  incompatible  with  the  immutabk 
principles  of  their  religion.-^They  lolt 
that  an  indelible  stain  would  be  fixed  npoii 
their  characters  if  they  acquiesced  m  a 
proposition  so  repugnant  to  the  establish* 
ed  articles  of  tueir  faith.  And  la  thua 
manfully  stating  their  sentiments,  thajr 
put  the  question  of  foreign  supremacy 
in  spiritual  matters  upon  a  fair  issue,** 
Lord  Buckinghamshire  could  assnre  theif 
lordships,  that  no  man  reipected  the  an* 
thorities  which  had  been  cited  aaadvocatea 
for  what  ta  called  Catholic  emandpatios, 
more  than  he  did,  but  thoae  authorities 
high  as  they  were,  would  not  indoee  him 
to  take  astep  so  utterly  inconsistent  with  tho 
principles  of  the  Revoltition.  He  looked 
upon  those  principles  as  the  bulwark  of 
the  constitution,  and  was  persuaded  that 
there  was  no  measure  of  temporary  ex» 
pediency,  however  pronkising,  which 
ought  to  induce  their  lordships  to  depart 
from  the  great  -and  provident  settlement 
then  made. — Wha^  however,  wese  the 
circumstances  under  which  4lie  ^tioa 
was  brought  forward  ?  Hb  lordship  wouM 
ask  whether  the  moat  strenuona  and 
constant  advocates  of  the  Catholics  had 
not  declared,  that  unleu  the  point  of 
the  veto  was  conceded  by  the  popish 
bishops,  (and  the  House  was  appnned 
of  their  sentiments)  no  nOanro  oouM 
be  adopted  in  the  proposed  comnittae,  aai 
therefore  without  a  practical  object,  their 
lordships  were  called  upon  in  the  present 
state  of  the  pnblk  mind,  to  thfow  the 
firebrand  of  religious  discord  amongst  the 
people.  Were  their  lordships  prepared 
for  such  a  proceeding }  Were  the  Ihel- 
ings  which  l»d  upon  former  oecaaiom 
been  excited    by  the  agUatms  of  tbw 
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iwier  tli0f»  piiiciMistancw  he   ihoughi 
im  praawt  ti«w  peeuliarly  unfit  for  Ibe 
diK>uiiiiwi.-i>irt  li»  UMtod^  that  ifaleis 
V»fimaiirai)l0  period  (riio»ld  anrive,   thai 
iMir  lordihipo  iroitid  t^irr  upon  th*  bn^ 
linear  iMi  Mccelf  with  rdknencd  to  the 
ipHorefte  of  ithtf  C«lholiei,  hut  vkh  »  Goai«> 
paoheuiTe  vievr  of  the  qnestioa  m  iI  af*^ 
fcettd  the  whole  of  his  Ma^aty'ssobjecte; 
^^i  ttoifor  the  deloeivo  hope  of  laftielying 
Iho  Cethotics  of  irel«a|l,  they  vroqlil  not 
hiisMnil    the  aMuequeiieee  which  might 
If  iao  ^OM  crcetittg  iUscoateot  and  irrita* 
titm   in  the  gnat  hody  of  Piratestanu 
vilbip  the    Britieh  £iiipire.<v*-For  theee 
imieiie  kml  Buckinghamshira  woeid  ¥ota 
igataat  going  into  tM  Cooiiiiittae. 
»   I^d  BwnMgdwt  ffioBfi  and  apoko  aa  foU 
loana :  My  Lorde  ;'^It  is  not  wtthoat  k« 
giety  that  I  fiod  aiyaelf  under  the  nocea* 
eily  <if  diftriag  6iani  the  noble  earl  who 
liaajoateat  down«  aa  well  with  raapect  to 
the   general  view  which  he   baa  lakeo 
•f  ib*  iflipDrtaiit  aubject  aow  under  oar 
OoaeidonliiQn^  oe  with  reapaet  to  ihe  par* 
^ienhw  i^nieo,  whieh^  thoagh  eeitainly 
not  aofiordiog  witii  the  tenor  of  his  general 
aaBitimeetfa*  be  hae»  natitfiheleaB,  espreaaed 
wlaler^  la  tfaa  praiaft  to  which  be  ooneip 
daned  the  Iriah  Boautn  Catholic  hiahopa 
wore  enlatiad,  for  the  Hnimeaa  and  openoeaa 
#fi>hekDendafitMi  nagand  to  eny  temporal 
interforanfie  in  the  appototmeBt  of  chair 
nwmbody.  I»  my  lords,  hare  aomeana*  and 
Oaetaioly  have  no  deaite^  to  incalpate  the 
general  conduct  of  those  persona :  it  may 
hn  wofftfay  of  a?ery  degree  of  applaiiae  and 
appnohatioo,  hot  upon  the  particular  iioint 
m  qaeation*  it  ia  undoubiitdly  ioapoaatble 
lor  aaa  10  withhold  the  espeeaaton  of  my 
npiaioiifthal  it  Jiaahreo  jmarfced  by  aanoet 
ewrrear  aud  ahort^aigbiad  policy*  and  that 
in  noway  can  the  character  of  fairnoaa 
ar  openoeaa  he  poaalbly  awatded  to  ic 
In*  suppoit   ef  this    aantiment .  I   think 
that,  withoBt  now  entenng  into  any  other 
details,  it    will  be  aoficient  iut  roe  to 
Oihinlt  io    your  hiffdahips  two  different 
iiiom  the  work  which  [  now  hold 
my  hand.-«*^lst.    fiaaoiotiona  of  the 
Catholic  peelatefl,   aaaambled  at 
Dublin  in  1700, 

^  Thai*  in  the  appointment  of  pealatea 
#  of  the  Roman  Catholic  reUgioa  to  war 
^f  cant  leea  within  the  kingdom,  aoeh  ia- 
^  taefcirmce  ef  government  aa  ii^ay  enable 
^itto  beaatiafied  of  the  leryaiiy  of  the 
^  panan  appoiated^  ia  jaat  and  might  to 
«"  ^0  agvaed  t^"' 


2ndly,  BeaohitioQa  of  the  BoaMO  Ca# 
tboli«  prelatea  aaacmbled  at  DaUia  on  tka 
144h  of  Septemher,  1808. 

'<  That  It  ia  the  decided  optniQai  «f  the 
^  Soman  Catholic  prelatea  of  Ireland*  iaara 
«  amemhfed,  that  it  is  inexpadienfc  to 
'^  troduoe  any  alteration  ia  Che 
"  aaeda  hitherto  observed  in  the 
'« don  of  Irish  Roman  Catiiolic  faaribopa  t 
'^  which  a»ode«  by  long  oxpersmaon*  ivaa 
<'  found  to  be  noexceptionaMe,  wiae,  and 
*•  prttdent/' 

And  again  on  the  ^6th  of  Febpmry* 
1 8 iO.  **  That  it  apperUina  ta  the  order, 
*'  charge,  and  apieitual  authority  of  Biabops 
^  in  the  Catholic  Church,  aavi  it  iaee» 
*^  parable  from  chair  miaaion,  to  paapoac 
"  entertain,  and  jmlge,  withoot  any  lay 
«' iaterTontion,  on  poiato  <of  Chraetiaa 
'<  £iilh  and  of  general  discipline  ;  whwniUy 
**  the.  ontreraal  church  is  canneclod  inaa 
•*  one  mind,  and  one  body*  aa  the  body 
«  of  Cbriat/' 

These  Resolutions  of  )  799  ami  W(K 
which  mmt  appear,  to  onlaariied  penana  at 
least*  so  contradictory  to  each  other*  bae^ 
I  obserre,  eeoeiTod  thaatgnatane  of  nearly 
tlie  aaam  indiridoal  prelates. 

My  lopdi,  n  nobla  tad  leaniad  lead 
(Erskiae)  who  spoka  early  in  the  dctftiat^ 
and  who  signified  bu  intaotion  of  viotraw 
for  the  motion  of  the  noble  earl,  has  sfaiaa 
to  your  lordships  that  he  should  eppaee 
your  entering  into  a  Committee  npoA  tboaa 
Petitions*  if  ha  thoo^  that  the  conae^ 
qoance  of  yonr  goia^  into  such  Committee 
would  be  tae  coneeding  the  full  ptayer  af 
the  Petitiona ;  and  a  noble  duhe<lloiMk> 
who  haa  recently  oddreaaed  the  Honae, 
and  who  has  also  signified  bis  intention  of 
aapporting  the  motion,  baa  eapraaaed  his 
appreheosionathat,  from  the  near  approach 
of  the  aeaaon  at  which  It  might  be  axp 
pected  that  hia  Majesty  might  bo  advieed 
to  prorogtfte  his  parliament,  yoariordahips» 
if  you  did  go  into  a  Committee*  coald 
make  bat  liule  progsess  ia  the  work 
which  you  would  have  tmdertaken. 

Now,  mf  lords,  wttb  these  upiasefie,  I 
oooleia  that  it  is.  with  me,  some  naatter  of 
didiculty  to  conceire  how  the  noble  and 
learned  lord,  and  the  noble  dohe,  oaa 
ha«e  fonaied  the  detarminatian  of  TOting 
for  our  entering  into  a  Coauaiitlaa  tipeh 
the  Pletitioua  before  us.-**4a  it  not  noti^ 
rioQs.  is  it  not  folt  by  every  one  of  year 
lordtthips,  that  the  mere  vole  to  enter  inio 
a  Committee,  at  this  time,  would  be  eat* 
vamally  ccmsiderod  aa  an  imamdiaie,  viiv 
lual*  ooooeeaioa  to  Urn  whole  claims  of  the 
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Peiitionen  ?— Yet  the  iloble  and  learned 
lord  would  oppose  such  entire  concession, 
and  the  noble  doke  is  of  opinion  that  there 
is  no  probability  of  our  satisfactorily  ter* 
minating  our  labour.  How  imprudent  then 
would  be  ybur  lordships'  conduct,  if  you 
were  thus  to  exite  expectations  which 
must  be  disappointed,  and  to  encourage 
hopes  which  nothing,  at  present  before 
you,  can  justify  you  tn  sanctioning  ! 

I)o  your  lordships  foresee,  or,  foreseeing, 
are  you  prepared  to  meet,  the  eflfects  which 
must  arise  from  such  disappointment, 
which,  with  your  eyes  open,  you  will  thus 
have  so  unwarrantably  created  ?  Can  it 
for  a  moment  be  contended,  that,  by  going 
into  a  Committee,  a  satisfactory  result  is 
now  likely  to  be  obtained  ? 
•  The  important  matter  before  us,  when« 
ever  it  is  entered  upon,  cannot  be  hastily 
or  partially  considered  :  there  must  be  two 
parties  to  it,  and  every  noble  lord,  who 
nas  spoken,  has  considered  the  general 
•ubject  as  one,  whioh  can  only  be  termi- 
nated by  a  comprehensive  and  liberal  ar- 
rangement, in  which  concessions  from 
both  must  be  naturally  expected. 

If  therefore  we  should  be  read  v  to  make 
any  concession,  have  we  any  authority  for 
believing  that  the  Catholic  body,  on  their 
parts,  are  equally  prepared  ?  Have  we  any 
expectation,  that,  if  we  did  go  into  a 
Committee,  we  should  there  hear  of  any 
specific  concession  which  any  individual 
was  authorised  to  profier  on  the  part  of  the 
Petitioners  ?  Can  we  be  now  justified  in 
entertaining  a  hope  that  the  veto,  or  any 
other  specific  security,  which  might  faie 
thought  necessary  or  desirable,  would  be 
ofiered  in  a  Committee  ? 

On  ike  contrary,  my  lords,  are  we  not 
all  perfectly  convinced,  do  we  not  indeed 
feel  a  moral  certainty,  that  no  such  con- 
cession would,  at  this  moment,  be  made, 
that  no  such  security  would  now  be  of- 
fereil  ? 

Did  the  question  remain  wholly  with 
the  Catholics  of  England,  different  expec- 
tations might  possibly  he  entertained. 
Their  conduct  has  always  been  Entitled 
to  the  highest  praise  and  gratitude  from 
your  lordships  and  their  country. 

The  Catholics  also  of  Kildare  and  Tip- 
perary  are  entitled,  from  their  late  resolu- 
tions, to  all  due  consideration,  on  the  part 
of  your  lordsbipa ;  but,  I  grieve  to  say, 
that,  from  the  great  body  of  tlie  peti- 
tioners, no  such  expectations  can,  at  this 
time,  be  cherished  by  any  one  in  the  pos- 
session of  his  reasoning  facultit a,  and  ac* 
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quainted  with  those  transactions  which 
have  recently,  and  so  unfortunately,  come 
under  the  observation  of  the  public. 

There  is  likewise  another  consideration 
which  cannot  but  have  a  very  powerful 
influence  in  determining  your  lordships 
not  to  enter,  at  present,  ii^to  the  proponed 
committee.  I  allude  to  the  situation  of 
the  sovereign  pontiff:  He  is,  as  is  well 
known  to  the  House,  not  only  under  the 
influence,  but  actually  in  the  custody  of 
your  enemy. 

In  all  Catholic,  and  especially  in  all 
non-Catholic  countries,  the  appointment 
of  the  Catholic  bishops,  within  such  coun- 
tries,  has  ever  been  a  matter  of  arrange- 
ment between  the  respective  governmenti 
and  the  holy  see. 

The  emperor  of  Russia  and  the  king  of 
Prussia,  in  despite  of  the  resolution  pass- 
ed by  the  Roman  Catholic  prelates  as- 
sembled at  Dublin  on  the  14th  September 
1808  (and  which  I  have  read  to  your  lord- 
ships) exercise  a  considerable  power  in 
this  respect,  and  have,  each  of  them,  an 
accredited  agent  at  Rome,  chiefly  for  the 
exercise  of  this  power.  It  is  therefore 
clear,  that,  whenever  this  matter  is  en- 
tered upon,  it  must  become  a  subject  of 
arrangement  and  discussion  with  the  sove- 
reign pontiff!  But  is  the  situation  of  that 
person  no«»,  such  as  can  offer  any  security 
to  any  arrangement  which  might  be  con* 
eluded  with  him  ?  On  the  contrary,  is  it 
not  certain,  not  only  that  no  such  security 
can  be  aiibrded,  but  that  we  are  actually 
cut  offlrom  every .  channel  of  access  to 
him,  and  from  every  mode  of  even  open- 
ing any  sort  of  discussion,  or  negociaiion 
with  him  ? 

These,  my  lords,  are  plain,  simple,  and 
obvious  reasons  against  your  lordsbipa 
now  voting  yourselves  into  a  committee 
upon  the  petitions  upon  the  table :  they 
are  not  the  result  of  any  difficult  research, 
or  of  any  disposition  to  cavil,  or  to  catch 
at  trifles:  they  appear  manifestly  and  gla- 
ringly upon  the  face  of  the  case  itself, 
and  are  such  as  cannot  fail  to  be  observed 
and  appreciated  by  every  one  who  takes 
a  candid  and  dispassionate  view  of  thia 
important  subject,  and  of  the  peculiar  cir* 
cumstances  by  which  it  is,  ai  this  time^ 
distinguished. 

Having  thus,  generally,  stated  thoM 
considerations  which  make  it  impossible 
for  me  to  support  the  motion  of  the  noble 
earl,  I  think  myself  bosuul,  distinctly  t* 
state  to  your  lordships,  that,  to  the  ge- 
neral principle  of  the  Catholic  claims  my 
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opinion  is  decidedly  favourable*  I  am 
happy  and  satisfied  (hat  such  is  my  con- 
scientious opinion ;  because  I  feel  and 
know  that  I  should  he  vexed  and  morti- 
fied in  the  extreme^  if  I  really  thought 
that,  for  ages  and  generations  yet  to 
^-ome,  so  large  a  portion  of  our  popula- 
tion^  as  that  whose  interests  are  concerned 
.  in  these  petitions,  were  or  ought  to  have 
attached  to  them  that  mark  which,  their 
present  civil  disqualification  must  in  some 
degree^  be  considered  as  imposing. 

I  should  be  vexed  and  mortified  in  the 
extreme,  if  I  really  thought  that  the  Bri* 
tish  constitutions  so  dear  to  us,  and  so  ap- 
preciated amongst  the  nations  of  the  earth, 
was,  afi^r  all,  at  the  hour  of  trial,  and  at 
the  moment  of  experiment,  likely  to  be 
found  to  contain  within  itself  so  enormous 
vid  so  radical  a  vice  as  that  of  necessitat- 
ing the.  exclusion  from  the  enjoyment  of 
Its  full  rights  and  privileges,  of  one  man 
in  every  four  throughout  the  whole  em- 
pire.     , 

I  certainly  am  happy  and  satisfied  that 
such  is  not  my  opinion. 

My  lords,  it .  is  impossible  for  any  one 
who  has  at  all  watched  the  state  of  the 
public  mind,  upon  the  subject  of  these 
petitions,  not  to  feel  and  know  that,  every 
successive  year,  and  especially  every  fresh 
discussion,  has  augmented  the  number  of 
those  who  entertain  favourable  disposi- 
taons  towards  the  principle  of  the  Catholic 
claims:  recent  occurrences,  to  which  1 
have  before  adverted,  may,  and  certainly 
have,  given  some  check  to  the  progress  of 
these  dispositions ;  but  the  fact,  generally 
speaking,  remains  the  same. 

Having  stated  these  sentiments,  I  cer- 
tainly can  feel  no  objection  to  the  re- 
newal of  these  discussions,  or  to  the  re- 
production of  these,  or  similar  petitions, 
if  conceived,  as  no  doubt  they  would  be, 
in  respectful  terms  towards  your  lord^ 
ships,  as  oflen  as  to  the  petitioners  them- 
selves  may  appear  fit  and  desirable  for 
their  object. 

Let  the  Catholics,  however,  not  merely 
in  their  petitions,  but  in  their  writings, 
and  in  their  meetings,  adopt  that  discre- 
tion and  forbearance,  and  those  principles 
9f  moderation,  which  every  tme  view  of 
their  own  interest,  and  every  feeling  of 
loyalty  so  imperiously  prescribe  to  them. 
Let  them  manifest  concordance  with  each 
other ;  conciliation  and  good  will  towards 
tbe  Protestant  establishment ;  temperance 
and  consistency  in  their  general  views  and 
language  ;ip4et  them  fellow  this  line  of 


conduct,  and  I  think  that  I  can,  witii 
fidence,  pranounce>  that  Eogltahiiien  ^riU 
oease  to  possess  the  character  of  En^li^i* 
men,  and  Protestanto  of  Christians,  if>  in 
the  course  of  no  very  inconsiderable  pe- 
riod, the  legislature  be  net  ready  sumI 
anxious  to  extend,  to  its  Catholic  fellow* 
subjects,  the  full  rights  and  privileges  of 
the  British  constitution. 

I  hate  thus  ventured  to  say  what,  I  think« 
ought  to  be  the  general  feelings  and  prin- 
ciples by  which  the  petitioners  oagbt  to 
regulate  their  conduct;  but  somethiii^ 
more  precise  is  undoubtedly  to  be  desired. 
Let  them  not  merely  exhibit  concordance 
amongst  each  other,  which  is  so  higbJy 
essential  to  their  cause,  but  let  them,  hav- 
ing established  such  concordance,  agree 
in  fixing,  in  a  peaceable  and  orderly  man- 
ner, upon  some  specific  channel  and  organ 
of  their  whole  sentiments,  a  reference  to 
which  may  always  remove  any  doubts 
and  ambiguities  which  may,  from  time  to 
time,  arise  in  these  transactions.  Let 
them;  having  established  such  general  con* 
cordance,  determine  and  declare,  in  a  plain 
and  explicit  manner,  what  is  really  tiK 
exact  and  fiiU  extent  of  the  objects  which 
they  have  in  view.  Let  them  further,  in 
particular,  decide,  and  express  their  de- 
cision, upon  that  most  important  poiat 
which  was  adverted  to  during  the  discos- 
sions  on  the  union,  and  which  was  sop- 
posed  to  be  a  favorite  object  with  the  late 
Mr.  Pitt ;  I  mean  the  securing  a  provision, 
through  government,  for  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholic clergy  of  Ireland. 

I  am  aware,  that,  to  that  proposition  ge- 
nerally stated,  the  Irish  Roman  Catholic 
prelates  assented  in  1 799 ;  but  I  have 
heard  that  some  change  has  since  taken 
place  in  their  sentiments  upon  this  head  ; 
and  the  change  in  the  decisions  of  that 
body  relative  to  the  other  leading  point, 
to  which  I  adverted  at  the  commencement 
of  what  I  have  submitted  to  your  lordships, 
gives  but  too  much  Probability  to  this  ru- 
mour. This  point,  however,  is  of  the  ut- 
most importance,  and  the  Catholics  should 
declare,  whether,  under  proper  regulations, 
sQch  an  arrangement  would,  or  woold  not 
be  agreeable  to  them. 

Should  it  take  effect,  the  consequences 
which  would  result  from  it  could  not  but 
bo  most  beneficial.  It  would  at  once 
establish  a  bond  of  union  and  connexion 
between  the  king's  government  and  tbe 
numerous  and  respectable  body  interested 
in  these  petitions  ;  it  would,  if  the  details 
were  carefully  and  judiciously  regulated, 
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•are  the  larger  portion  of  the  Irish  popu- 
lation from  the  great  practical  evil  under 
which  Ireland  lahoort ;  I  mean  the  pay- 
ment of  double  tithes;  and  if  it  were 
honourably;  honestly,  and  sincerely  con- 
cluded, it  would  effectually  quiet  the  ap- 
pvehensions  of  those  who  are  disposed  to 
think  that  the  >ieal  and  ultimate  objects  of 
the  Catholics,  is  to  destroy  the  established 
church  in  that  part  of  the  united  kingdom, 
and  upon  its  ruins  to  erect  a  Catholic 
ascendancy— -a  plan  which,  I  would  ven- 
ture to  hope,  has  never  come  within  the 
contemplation  of  the  petitioners,  and  which 
coold  no  more  be  defended  upon  principle, 
in  that  particular  part  of  the  United  King- 
dom, than  it  coold  in  the  English  county 
of  Lancaster,  in  which  the  Catholics  form 
ao  large  a  proportion  of  the  whole  popu- 
lation. 

Under  the  present  circumstances  of  Eu- 
rope and  of  this  empire,  it  is  impossible, 
my  lords,  not  to  feel  that  the  impression 
arising  from  the  discussion  b^  the  lestsla^ 
tore,  of  a  question  of  such  imperial  mo- 
ment as  that  now  under  our  consideration, 
must  be  a  matter  of  no  slight  nor  tri? ial 
importance. 

Perhaps  it  mi^  be  more  easy  to  say 
what  it  is  desirable  such  impression  should 
Bot  be,  than  accurately  and  precisely  to 
define  what  it  is  desiraole  that  it  should 
be.  It  may  then  with  safety  be  said,  that 
it  is  not  desirable  that  the  impression 
arising  from  this  debate  should  be  that 
the  House  considered  the  door  as  finally 
closed  against  any  further  concession  to 
the  Irish  Catholic8.-i->The  sentence  of  the 
door  being  closed  is  a  sentence  which, 
against  any  of  dur  fellow-creatures,  is  ter« 
rible,  but,  when  uttered  against  four  mil- 
lions of  our  own  fellow-subjects,  who  have 
committed  no  crime  against  either  God  or 
man,  it  is  absolutely  horrible.  I  think 
that  there  can  be  but  little  or  no  doubt, 
that  no  one  could  wish  such  an  impression 
as  this  to  go  forth  into  the  world. 

There  is  another  impression  which  I 
would  equally  deprecate,— -I  mean  that,  in 
despite  of  the  discordance  which  has 
shewn  itself  in  the  Catholic  body  itself; 
in  despite  of  the  loose,  undefined,  and  un- 
authentic shape  in  which  their  claims  have 
hitherto  come  forward ;  in  despite,  in 
some  instances,  of  the  unconciliatmg  Ian- 
guage  which  has  been  held ;  and  in 
despite  of  the  present  absence  of  the  re- 
quired security,  either  ia  the  form  of  veto, 
or  of  something  equivalent  to  it,  the  time, 
aeverthelesi^  was  likely  shortly  to  arrive. 


when  the  legislature  would  yield  to  thto 
claims  of  the  petitioners. 

This  is  an  impi^esston,  which,  as  it  would 
be  wholly  unwarranted,  so  would  it  in  ita 
consequences  be  equally  injurious.^-Thia 
I  think  cannot  too  strongly  be  impressed 
upon  the  minds  of  the  petitioners. 

There  is,  my  lords,  another  impressioii 
against  which  I  would  also  equally  proteel. 
'Ae  noble  dbl  who  opened  this  discussion, 
did,  in  the  conne  of  his  speech,  greatly 
inculpate  the  conduct  of  the  di£krent  go^ 
vemments,  which  hare  existed  in  Ireland* 
for  their  measures  respecting  the  Catho- 
lics, and  especially  as  to  the^  time  and 
manner  of  the  dififerent  concessions  whioh 
have  been  made  to  them. 

My  lords,  I  certainly  am  afiraid  that 
there  is  much  of  troth  in  the  noble  earl\ 
observation;  lam  afiraid  that  those  conK 
cessions  were  granted,  not  upon  any  great, 
liberal,  or  statesman-like  view  of  the  sub- 
ject, or  upon  any  really  conciliatory  feel- 
ings, but  upon  partial  and  momentary 
pressures,  and  as  temporary  expedienta 
for  obtaining,  for  a  while,  strength  and 
support  to  the  existing  government;  and 
that,  as  such,  they  had,  as  might  naturally 
have  been  expected,  foiled,  permanently, 
to  conciliate  those,  in  whose  fovorthey 
were  granted.  The  other  impression, 
therefore,  to  which  I  would  allude  is,  ttml, 
whatever  may  be  our  fixed  opinions  and 
real  sentimenu  upon  this  subject,  yet  that, 
if  there  should  arise  any  great  pressure 
upon  ourselves,  we  would  then,  upon  suck 
a  temporary  emergency,  take  the  chance 
of  availing  ourselves  of  the  adoption  of 
this  measure,  with  a  view  to  escape  front 
such  difficulty.  This,  likewise,  is  an  im- 
pression which  the  wisdom  and  firmness 
of  your  lordships  leave  me  no  scruple  ia 
pronouncing  equally  folse,  and,  as  ^h, 
equally  to  be  deprecated*  I  am  per- 
suaded that  the  time  will  never  come, 
when  your  lordships  will  legislate  upon 
such  principles. 

I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  stating  tha 
line  of  conduct  which  I  should  reconn 
mend  for  the  adoption  of  the  Catholic 
body,  and  I  cannot  help,  further,  urging 
them  to  withdraw  their  exclusive  atten* 
tion  fi-om  the  present  moment,  and  to  tOD^ 
tend  it  a  little  into  time  which  is  to  come* 
Let  them  look,  not  merely  to  the  present 
generation,  but  to  that  which  is  to  succeed 
to  it,  and  let  them  consider  what  will  ba 
the  situation  of  their  descendants  as  well 
as  the  general  state  of  the  empire  at  large, 
in  the  case  of  thi^  measure  being  extorted 
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(if  extorted  it  could  ever  be)  ob  the  one 
band,  from  a  reluctant  parliament,  and  a 
dittatisfxed  majority  of  their  own  fellow- 
subjects  (for  that  the  Protestants  are  an 
immense  majority  of  the  whole  roust 
never  be  lost  sight  of)*  ^nd,  on  the  otber 
hand,  their  obtaining  it  with  the  full  con- 
sent of  a  free  papLiament,  and  witli  the  ap- 
proving hearts  of  a  contented  people. 

Let  them  look  at  the  incilculable  and 
immeasurable  difierence  of  these  two  si- 
tuations, and  then  let  them  shape  their 
conduct  by  that  course  which  policy  and 
loyalty  equally  point  out  to  jLhem. 

It  was,  in  some  degree,  my  intention  to 
KaTe  called  your  lordships  attention  to 
those  particular,  acts  of  the  legislature,  by 
which  Cathodes  are  now  disqualified  from 
various  situations.  They  have  not,  how- 
ever, this  night,  been  argued  as  integral 
and  essential  parta  of  the  constitution,  and 
this  circumstance  and  the  lateness  of  the 
hour,  naiurally  call  upon  roe  to  abstain 
from  ti'oubling  your  lordships  with  any 
such  examination. 

it  .18  perfectly  true,  ^s  has  been  stated 
by  my  noble  friend  (lord  Holland)  that, 
when,  previous  to  the  Union,  he  moved, 
*'  that  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  Com- 
mittee, to  whom  the  papers  concerning  the 
Union  were  referred,  to  consider  of  two 
acts,  20  Charles  II.,  and  1st.  William  and 
Mary,  respecting  the  disabilities  to  which 
Catholics  are  subject;"  I  had  the  ho- 
nour of  moving  the  previous  question  on 
such  motion ;  but  it  will  not  be  found, 
that,  by  any  thing  I  then  said,  I  pledged 
myself  to  any  particular  opinion,  or  line 
of  conduct,  upon  the  question  itself. 

Feeling  that,  upon  the  tone  and  temper 
of  this  discussion,  aod  upon  the  impres- 
sion arising  from  it^  may  eventually  de- 
pend nothing  more  nor  less  than  the  inte- 
grity of  the  empire,  and  consequently  our 
most  effectual  means  of  successfully  re- 
sisting the  power  of  France,  I  have  been 
led,  I  hope,  at  no  great  length,  to  state,  to 
your  lordships,  the  grounds  on  which  1 
rest  the  vote  which  I  shall  feel  it  to  be 
lAy  duty  to  give  on  the  important  ques- 
tion which  is  now  before  us. 

Lord  De  Dunsumvilk,  in  a  short  speech, 
opposed  the  motion. 

£arl  Gr^  then  rose,  and  said  that  the 
speeches  of  the  noble  earl  who  brought 
forward  the  motion,  and  of  his  noble 
friends  near  him  (lords  Holland  and  Ers- 
kine)  had  as  yet  remained  in  many  points 
onanswecKd.  It  would  have  been  there- 
Sv%  unnecessary  for  him  ta  attempt  upon 


his  part  to  strengthen  that  which  needed 
no  confirmation,  and  he  disclaimed    &U 
presumption  of    then    rising  to  do   so. 
Deeply  as  he  felt  interested  in  a  question 
of  such  importance*^anxious  as  he  was  to 
state  fairly  and  openly  upon  that  night 
the  principles  upon  which  he  had  rested, 
and  the  motives  by  which  he  had  been 
actuated  in  his  uniform  support  of  the 
Catholic  claims,  he  was,  however,  not  less 
anxious  to  vindicate  a  noble  friend,  then 
absent,  from  certain  charges  and  inainua^ 
tions,  which,  had  he  been  present,   he 
himself  could  have  so  well  repelled.     The 
noble  lord  on  the  woolsack  had,  in  the 
heat  of  his  objections,  expressed  his  regret 
at  the  cause  that  had  upon  that  occasion 
deprived  them  of  the  aid  of  his  noble 
friend's  talents  and  information.     He  bad 
no  doubt  of  the  sincerity  of  that  regret. 
He  was  bound  to  believe  that  the  noble 
lord  would  have  wished  for  the  presence 
of  his.  noble  friend,  however  certain  he 
might  have  been  of  finding  in  him  an  able 
and  formidable  opponent ;  notwithstand* 
ing  that  assurance  he  was  certain  that  the 
noble  lord  regretted  the  absence  of  this 
noble  friend,  and  was  as  open  to  be  con- 
vinced by  him  as  he  had  shewn  himself 
eager  to  contend  with  him,  and  there  was 
little  doubt  that  he  would  have  bad  his 
opportunity,  if  his  noble  friend  had  not 
been  confined  to  his  house  by  the  injunc- 
tions of  bis  physicians.     He  at  the  same 
time  could  not  help  regretting  the  ab- 
sence of  his  noble  wiend,  when  he  heard 
the  letter  of  that  noble  lord  so  partially 
cited   and  so  strangely  construed.      He 
(lord  Grey)  had  been  consulted  on  that 
letter,  and  he  had  no  hesitation  in  saying 
that  there  was  not  a  word,  there  was  not  a 
sentiment,  there  was  not  a  principle  con* 
tained  in  it  which  had  not  his  full  and 
unqualified  concurrence.      He,  from  the 
be|^inning,    had   been  an    advocate    for 
goiiig  the  full  length  in  granting  to  the 
Catholics  the  rights  which  they  required  : 
but  he  appealed  to  the  Hoqse  if  it  was 
fair  in  the  noble  lord  upon  the  woolsack 
to  put  that  proposition,  as  if  it  had  been 
assented  to  by  the  friends  of  the  Catholic*  - 
claims,  in  such  a  manner  as  to  deny  the 
propriety  of  such  a  modification  as  might 
be  deemed  necessary  for  the  safety  ol  the 
established  religion ;  this  modific^on  had 
been  looked  upon  as  the  best,  which  gave 
to  the  crown  a  negative  power  to  con- 
troul  the  appointment  of  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholic bishops.    It  had  been  so  stated  m 
the  other  House  of. Parliaoient*  .Mr,  Pitt 
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had  spoken  in  faTOOr  of  tt^Mr.  Fox  was 
unLfonnly  a  warm  friend  to  the  Catholic 
claims;  but  always  on  the  principle  of 
the  grant  of  all  those  conditions,  on  the 

Cart  of  the  Roman  Catholics,  which  might 
e  deemed  necessary  to  the  safety  of  the 
constitution.  This  had  been  the  princi* 
pie  on  which  the  discussion  of  the  Ro- 
man Catholic  claims,  in  1803  and  1808,  bad 
been  brought  forward.  Every  movement 
had  been  made  upon  the  presupposed  prin- 
ciple, that  the  general  security  should  not 
be  thereby  endangered.  He  agreed  that 
there  were  some  curious  circumstances  in 
the  recent  conduct  of  the  Catholics,  which, 
in  his  view,  were  not  calculated  to  give 
strength  to  the  force  of  their  claims,  and 
had  rather  a  tendency  to  injure  their  own 
cause.  But  when  the  noble  lord  on  the 
woolsack  had'  alluded  so  often  to  certain 
Resolutions  recently  entered  into  by  the 
Irish  Roman  Catholic  bishops,  he  thought 
that  the  noble  lord  ought  not,  in  justice, 
to  have  omitted  the  16th  of  these  ,  Reso* 
lutions,  which  agreed  in  its  spirit  with 
every  regulation  that  subsequently  might 
be  thought  necessary  for  the  general  se* 
curity.  He  was  happy  to  observe,  that 
since  the  publication  of  tlie  letter  alluded 
to,  a  more  conciliating 'spirit  had  mani- 
fested itself,  and  that  the  Resolutions  of 
the  Catholics  of  Tipperary,  Kildare,  and 
other  parts  ezpressea  a  wish  to  come  to  a 
lair  consideration  of  the  subject,  and  to 
arrange  such  securities  as  were  con- 
sistent with  the  principles  of  their  faith. 
He  caUed  upon  their  lordships  to  go  into 
the  Committee,  as  if  they  refused  to  do 
so,  Uiey  continued  to  exclude  from  the  be- 
nefits of  the  constitution  no  inconsiderable 
portion  of  the  strength  that  supported  that 
constitution.  But  the  noble  lord  on  the 
woolsack  had  Ulked  in  a  high  strain  in 
iavoor  of  those  restrictions  and  limita- 
tions, as  necessary  to  the  safety  of  the 
constitution.  If,  indeed,  he  thought  with 
the  noble  lord  on  the  woolsack,  that  upon 
them  depended  the  safety  and  glory  of 
the  empire — ^if,  indeed,  he  thought  that 
they  were  to  be  regarded  as  tlie  great 
land  marks  of  the  constitution,  he  might 
regret  that  so  great  a  work  had  so  poor  a 
foundation;  but  conceiving  them  to  be 
not  so  much  the  causes  of  our  strength  as 
of  our  weakness,  he  could  not  look  to  them 
with  so  superstiftious  devotion,  as  to  con- 
sider them  as  sacred,  merely  because  they 
had  grown  old  in  all  theiff  errors. — ^The 
noble  eari  then  proceeded  to  controvert 
t  poiitioa  advanced  by  the  chancellor. 


which  went,  in  his  opinion,  to  contend 
that  those  tenets  of  exclusion  were  inter* 
woven  with  the  principles  of  the  revoln* 
tion.  If  he  (lord  Grey)  knew  any  thing 
of  the  principles  of  the  revolution,  they 
were  opposite  to  those  of  exemptions  or 
exclusions ;  their  object  was  social  happi- 
ness^ by  the  extension  of  civil  and  reli* 
gious  liberty.  The  principle  of  that  re« 
volution  never  meant  to  step  in  between 
man  and  his  creator;  it  never  intended 
that  a  man  should  first  sacrifice  his  reli- 
gious faith,  before  he  could  be  admitted 
to  the  benefits  of  the  constitution;  both 
the  principles  laid  down  by  the  noble  and 
learned  lord  were  equally  fallacious.  Tho 
revolution  did  not  publish  the  eternal  pro- 
scription of  all  dissenters ;  the  revolution 
did  not  restore  the  constitution  to  those 
merely  who  professed  the  established  form 
of  worship.  He  cited  lord  Somers  on  the 
Occasional  Conformity  bill,  and  shewed, 
that  the  opinion  of  that  noble  lord  was  of 
a  different'  tendency,  and  held  that  to  be 
an  unfortunate  state  of  things,  when  men 
were  deprived  of  their  civil  rights  on  ac- 
count ot  their  scrupulous  adherence'  to 
their  religious  i>pin]on8.  He  was  glad 
that  upon  this  occasion,  he  had  heara  no 
direct  charges  preferred  against  the  Ca- 
tholics. Tnere  had  been  insinuations,  and 
ho  was  sorry  to  have  heard  that  in  other 
places  the  pulpit  had  been  made  the  scene 
of  exhibitions,  not  calculated  to  attest  the 
christian  meekness  and  charity  of  those 
who  had  so  unbecomingly  preached  there. 
It  had  been  vehemently  urged  from  that 
place,  that  a  tenet  of  the  Roman  Catholics 
was  to  keep  no  faith  with  heretics.  Men 
who  use  such  weapons  of  polemical  war- 
fare, ought  to  reflect,  that  they  are  so 
many  poisoned  arrows,  and  that  they  may 
inflict  wounds  which  will  refuse  to  be 
healed  (hear!)  Blind  zeal  was  but  a  bad 
excuse  for  such  a  perversion  of  the  pre- 
cepts, and  such  a  deviation  from  the  ex<\ 
ample  of  their  divine  and  benevolent  mas- 
ter. What  would  such  a  doctrine  incul- 
cate? ih^c  three  fourths  of  the  inhabitants 
of  Europe  disregarded  the  sanctity  of  an 
oath,  or  the  force  of  all  mor&l  obligations, 
and  that  the  Catholic  persuasion  was  the ' 
prolific  nurse  of  crimes.  Where  then 
was  the  lustre  of  some  of  the  brightest 
annals  of  your  country?  The  Catholics 
had  given  'England  a  name  among  the 
nations  of  the  world— their  Catholic  de- 
scendants had  preserved  that  great  legacy 
unimpaired.  The  Catholics  had  laia  the 
foundations  of  those  liberties  which  we 
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now  enjoy,  and  (Tom  wtii^b,  C^tbolicf  are 
pow  ill  some  mesmure  excluded.  The 
Catholics  gained  us  M^gna  Charta. 

Having  Feferred  lo  the  geaers^l  bi9tory 
of  i^ationsj  to  our  own  iotercourae  with 
Catholic  states  in  order  to  prove  that  the 
dangers  of  Catholic  concession  were  falav 
cio^s/  it  remained  for  bim  to  refer  their 
Iqcdships  to  the  declarations  of  the  Catho- 
lics themselves,  solemnly  avowed  and  re- 
peatedly asserted.  To  the  answc^rs  of  the 
u^iiversities  to  questions  submitted  to  their 
flecisions  upon  points  of  the  Catholic  faith 
r--to  the  oalhs  framed  by  parliament  it- 
self for  the,se(;urity  of  the  Protestant  es- 
tablishment— and  above  a11>  to  the  refusal 
of  tl^^  Catholics  themselves  to  take  oaths 
DOW  irpposed  upon  appointments  of  trust 
aind  authority ;  and  which,  if  the  Catho? 
lies  were  the  description  of  persons  which 
their  enemies  maintain-^f  they  were  ac- 
tuated by  the  malignant  principles  so  un- 
charitably imputed  to  themj  they  would 
liave  no  hesitation  or  reluctance^  both  to 
iake  and  to  violate  (hef^r !  hear !)  That 
.general  answer  was  quite  sufficient  for  the 
(:harge  tliat  was  made  against  them*  If, 
|iowev«r,  there  still  coi|tinued  persons, 
either  fropi  honest  prejudices  or  strong 
apprehensions,  hostile  to  the  plans  of  that 
bodv>  be  would  refer  them  to  the  work 
published  by  an  honourable  friend  of  his 
^-he  meant  sir  John  Cox  Hippisley,  who 
possessing  more  knowledge  upon  that 
subject  than  any  man  he  knew,  had  com- 
municated that  information  in  a  n^nner 
which  for  lucid  arrsmgement  apd  deep  re- 
pearch,  had  never  been  surpassed.  What- 
ever dangets  some  noble  lords  may  fancy 
from  conceding,  he  could  conceive  |io 
principle  so  replete  with  evil  as  the  con- 
tinuance of  penal  restrictions.  Let  tlie 
House  recollect  that  it  had  to  decide  upon 
the  prayers  of  four  millions  of  subjects; 
whether  what  they  sought  would  ulti- 
piately  ba  granted,  was  hot  the  question 
at  the  present  moment.  His  noble  friend 
who  brought  forward  the  present  ttiotion 
0ily  called  upon  their  lordships  to  go  into 
%  Committee  for  the  purpose  of  taking  into 
Ibeir  consideration  the  situation  and  the 
application  of  the  petitioners.  But  the 
lioble  ^nd  learned  lo^rd  on  the  woolsack 
stated  his  disinclination  to  vote  for  the 
Committee,  because  he  wap  not  told  what 
would  be  done  in  that  Committee.  That 
ivas  opt  a  question  which#  in  the  present 
ll^gf ,  thf  leamcid  lord  had  a  right  to  put 
{f  Ihi^re  were  reason  to  apprehend  danger 
frm  99i9|ii|g  r^iUictioiis,  it  wai  the  duty 


of  the  Hoope  to  tak?  the  moat  prompt 
means  of  providing  ^  repedy  againat  iv 
He  would  be  sorry  to  believe  tuco  remedy 
out  of  its  reach.     If  it  was  unhappily  «^ 
that  of  itself  was  a  most  aggravated  eviL 
But  the  learned  lord  on  the  woolsack  aaid 
he  mpst  sep  what  would  be  graated  ia 
their  place^  before  he  parted  witb  those 
seqi^rities  which  the  laws*  as  ih«y  now 
stood,  provided  for.  oqr  establisbmenta  ia 
church   and  state.    Vain  and   fallacioas 
securities  !  But  he  (lord  Gray)  coald  ool 
think  so  badly  of  the  religion  which  br 
had  the  happiness  to  profess,  as  to  believt 
it  stood  in  need  of  them.    Ifj  hpwevar,  thi 
learned  lord  wanted  an  equivaJeiil  before 
he  parted  with  those  ^l«ged  aeicorttias,  he 
would  give  him  one  which  ha  was  soi? 
their  lordships  would  feel  the  nopesaity  of 
embracing.    He  would  give  him  lor  peaal 
restrictions  the  hearts  and  afiectioos  ef 
four  millions  of  subjects — for  di^oiuoQ  he 
would  give  him  concord— in  place  of  osp 
tional  weakness  he  would  affiurd  him  ths 
means  of  national  strengthnrof  beiog  easr 
bled  with  increased  hoj^es  and  power  ts 
meet  that  awful  contest  in  which  the  en* 
pir^  was  engaged*    With  respect  to  tks 
apprehensions  entertained  by  many,  rehip 
tive  to  the  coni^exion  of  the  Cathouc  with 
a  foreign  influence,  upon  that  point  he  was 
most  anxious  that  every  reaaonahk  seca*> 
rity  should  be  provided.    The  paaer  of  a 
negative  invested  in  the  crowjOj  oa  the  ap* 
pointment  of  bishops,  he  had  considerra 
as  a  very  effectual  one.    If  the  CathoUa 
had  a  strong  objection  to  this  mode,  and 
if  adequate  security  could  be  obtained  by 
domestic  nomination,  be  was  most  ready 
to  take  it.     He  knew  and  felt  the  unresr 
sonable  conduct  of  Catholics  opon  that 
point,  and  he  could  not  conceal  from  hiok- 
self  that  they  w/ere  instigated  to  such  ccsh 
duct  by  the  artifices  of  those  who  were 
decided  enemies  to  their  cause.    A  noble 
baron,  who  had  that  night  opposed  the 
motion,  still  expressed  his  opinion,  that 
upon  the  conduct  of  the  Catholics  thenn 
selves  depended,  whether,  at  a  future  pe- 
riod, the  participation  of  rights  which  thtj 
sought  might  not  be  imparted  to  tbem.^ 
what  extent  of  duration  could  be  put  to 
this  probationary  state  of  that  body?  It 
was  objected  to  the  Catholics,  that  enjoy* 
ing  toleration  they  next  looked  for  poli- 
tical power,  and  that  it  was  the  duty  of 
that  House  to  withhold  it  from  them.«-U 
was  delusion  to  say  that  concession  gave 
them  power.    All  that  was  asked  was  an 
equal  eligibility— th$  power  of  appoinip 
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ment,  be  it  remembered,  resting  with  the 
king,  with  respect  to  office,  and  with  the 
people,  fts  to  seats  in  parliament    Bat  the' 
enjoyment  of  political  power  was  the  es- 
sence of  civil  rights— and  he  who  said  that 
it  was  not  an  object,  maintained  a  prin- 
ciple wholly  inconsistent  with  the  funda- 
Aiental  laws  of  the  British  constitution. 
Equally  nnibunded  was  the  objection,  that 
the  mass  of  the  people  could  not  be  bene- 
fited  by  that  which,  even  if  admitted, 
could  only  be  enjoyed  by  a  few.    The; 
gloVy  of  the  English  constitution  was,  that 
the^  lowest  man  in  the  community  might 
aspire  to  the  most  elevated  situation  in  Uie 
power  of  the  monarch  to  bestow.    To  be 
entitled  to  sit  in  parliament  required  a 
qualification  of  three  hundred  pounds  and 
mn  hundred  pounds  a  yearlanded  property : 
it  was  impossible  that  the  matss  of  the  peo- 
ple c6uld   all    enjoy    that   qualification. 
Yet,  would  it  follow,  that  if  the  amount  of 
the  qualification  was  raised  to  10,0()0/.  per 
annum,  that  the  people  of  England  would 
not  be  injured  from  that  circumscribed 
privilege.     It  was  not  because  every  in- 
dividual Catholic  felt  that  he  could  not  be 
a  general  or  judge,  or  a  possessor  of  some 
distii^ished  situation  in  the  state,  that  he 
felt  ag^eved.    No.— The  injury  WhicE 
be  sustained  was  the  restriction  to  return, 
or  to  assist  in  advancing  any  of  Uiose  who 
had  a  common  feeling  with  himself.    Such 
a  power  was  recognized  by  the  British 
constitution,  and  to  withhold  it  without 
justifiable  and  evident  reasons  of  necessity, 
was   a  severe  oppression  and  injustice. 
Let  the  House  seriously  consider  to  what 
dangers  Ireland  may  be  exposed,  when  the 
enemy  shall  have  possessed  themselves  of 
the  Spanish  peninsula.    Let  the  Reverend 
Bench  before  him  answer,  whether  the 
safety  of  the  church  vras  now  more  endan- 
gered by  the  spiritual  influence  of  the 
pope,  or  the  temporal  power  of  the  ene- 
my ?  He  might  be  told  Ireland  was  loyal. 
He  knew  she  %vas  so,  but  he  beseechetl 
them  to  weigh    well    the   consequences 
which  continued    refusal    working  upon 
irritation  and  discontent  might  ultimately 
produce.    The  enemy  of  the  British  em- 
pire was  every  day  extending  his  move- 
ments, in  every  quarter  consolidating  his 
means  of  annoyance.     It  behoved  then 
their    lordships    particularly  to    provide 
agamst  danger  in  the  point  where  it  was 
most  apprehended,  and  there  the  empire 
was    most    vulnerable.      Such    dangers 
threatened    from    without.      Was  there 
nothing  to  appal  from  a  view  of  our  inter- 


nal situation  ?  When  every  thing  that  t^rSuT 
visible  was  of  an  alarming  nature,  it  waa 
no  inconsiderable  aggravation  of  the  evif 
to  see  the  great  men  which  had  been' 
snatched  from  their  country  by  the  hand 
of  death,  at  the  moment  whfen  her  perltlf 
stood  most  in  need  of  their  commanding^ 
talents.  Within  the  last  four  years  they' 
had  lost  two  great  statesmen,  Mr.  Fox  andf 
Mr.  Pitt,  to  whom,  above  all  others,  he' 
could  safely  afiirm,  the  difilbrent  politlcaT 
descriptionis  in  the  country  looked  up  for 
that  T^isdom  in  council  and  energy  in  exe* 
cution,  so  necessary  in  any  pressing  emer- 
gency of  public  affairs.  To  these  was  noit 
added  that  third  loss,  the  subject  of  their 
present  lamentations.  It  was  unnecessary 
to  say  thtit  he  alluded  to  the  late  Mr.' 
Windham.  It  was  his  misfortune  at  dif- 
ferent times  tb  difier  from  thai  distingliish- 
cd  and  regretted  character,  yet  in  the  heat 
of  political  disagreement,  he  never  ceased 
to  admire  his  many  and  splendid  virtues. 
— He  Was  a  man  of  a  great,  original,  andf 
commanding  genius— with  a  mind  culti- 
vated with  the  richest  stores  of  intellectual 
wealth,  and  a  fancy  winged  to  the  highest 
flights  of  1  most  captivating  imagery  :  o^ 
sound  and  spotless  integrity  [Hear  I  hear !  ]« 
with  a  warm  s[5irit,  but  a  generous  heart 
[hear  I  hear !],  and  of  a  courage  and  de- 
termination so  characteristic,  as  to  bold 
him  forward  as  the  strong  exanople  of  what' 
the  old  English  heart  could  eflect  or  en- 
dure.  He  was  such  a  man,  that  his  adver- 
sary, if  there  was  any  man  worthy  to  be 
his  adversary,  must  respect  him.  He  had« 
indeed,  his  faults,  but  they  served  like  the 
skilfiil  disposition  of  shade  in  works  of  art« 
to  make  the  impression  of  his  virtues  more 
striking,  and  gave  additional  grandeui  to 
the  great  outline  of  his  chai:acter.  To. 
Mr.  Windham  and  himself  the  Catbolica 
of  England  entrusted  the  care  of  their 
petition,  and  he  was  only  sorry  that  th<r 
subject  in  respect  to  them  had  not  been 
taken  up  earlier.  They  laboured  under 
restrictions  much  more  galling  than  those 
of  the  Catholics  of  Ireland ;  at  least,  there, 
could  be  no  objection  to  place  them  on! 
the  same  footing.  He  could  say  of  tLem. 
that  he  enjoyed  the  honour  of  an  ac- 
quaintance with  many  of  them  in  his  own 
county,  that  in  the  exemplary  discharge, 
of  the  duties  of  life,  they  could  not  be  ex* 
celled,  and  if  religion  was  to  be  a^pre* 
ciated  by  the  conduct  of  those  who  pro- 
fessed it,  he  must  at  least  say  that  the  re*, 
ligion  which  produced  such  firuils  could 
hot  be  a  bad  one.    The  jioble  earl  con* 
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eluded  his  most  animated  speech  with  an 
appeal  to  the  House,  to  best  consult  the 
Interests  of  the  empire  by  going  into  a 
Committee. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  said,  that  when 
no  specific  security  was  offered  by  the 
Catholics,  they  could  not  presume  that 
their  lordships  could  grant  their  complete 
emancipation,  and  at  the  same  time  en- 
danger the  state.  The  noble  earl  entered 
into  a  reyiew  of  the  different  kingdoms  in 
Europe,  and  contended,  that  not  one  of 
them  had  ever  thoug(it  of  giving  an  equal 
toleration  to  those  religious  persuasions 
^ho  were  not  connected  with  the  state, 
except  Poland.  And  what  was  the  conse- 
quence ? — ^The  moment  they  granted  tole- 
ration, those  that  appeared  to  be  Protes- 
tants before,  became  Catholics.  He  would 
never  consent  to  todanger  this  country  in 
the  same  way ;  under  which  consideration 
he  would  vote  against  the  motion. 

Lord  Redesdale  spoke  against  the  mea- 
sure, as,  in  his  opinion,  it  would  endanger 
tlie  state. 

The  Earl  of  Donoughmore  rose  to  reply 
and  spoke  as  follows :— My  lords  ;  so 
little  of  real  argunient  has  been  attempted, 
in  the  course  of  this  debate,  against  the 
motion  which  I  have  submitted  to  the 
House,  and  in  which  I  have  been  so 
strongly  and  so  eloquently  supported,  that 
it  will  not  be  necessary  for  me  to  trouble 
your  lordships  now  at  any  length,  in  en-' 
deavouring  to  remove  objections  a1ro.ady 
answered,  or  to  give  additional  force  to 
those  suggestions  which  1  have  urged  as 
the  grounds  of  my  proposition,  and  to 
which  no  reply  has  been  attempted. 
When  we  come  to  the  question  of  numbers, 
I  know  not  whether  we  shall  appear  to 
have  gained  any  accession  of  strength ; 
but,  when  we  call  to  mind  the  manner  in 
which  this  subject  has  been  debated  in 
this  House  on  every  former  occasion — and 
the  cruel  and  unfounded  imputations 
against  the  cause  of  the  Catholics,  their 
religion,  and  themselves,  which  have  here- 
tofore made  too  large  a  part  of  those  dis- 
cussions to  which  I  have  alluded— and 
when  we  have  had  the  satisfaction  of  wit- 
nessmg  the  temperate  and  respectful  man- 
ner, in  which  the  claims  of  the  Catholics 
have  been  treated,  almost  through  the 
whole  course  of  this  debate — it  is  obvious, 
that  their  cause  has  made  great  and  rapid 
advances  in  your  lordshi[rs  minds,  as  it 
has  confessedly  done  in  the  opinions  of 
the  public. 

^0  man  has  told  us  during  the  course 


of  this  debate,  that  it  was  a  necessaiT  con- 
sequence of  the  religion  of  three-K>ortbs 
of  Christian  Europe,  that  its  professors 
should  be  faithless  subjects  to  every  go- 
vernment, where  Catholicism  is  not  the 
religion  of  the  state.     Even  the  noble  earl 
himself  (lord  Ciancarty)  declares,  that  he 
is  perfectly  satisfied,  as  to  what  he  calls 
all   the  king-killing  doctrinea.— No  man 
has  said,  that  Catholics  were  pot  equally 
observant,  with  those  of  every  other  re- 
ligious persuasion,  of  the  sanctimonioos 
obligations  of  an  oath.    We  have  heard 
nothing  to-night  of  the  apprehension  of 
the  overthrow  of  the  Protestant  govera- 
ment— or  of  the  arrangement  of  property 
under  the  existing  laws.— -No  man  now 
charges  the  rebellion  of  1799  as  a  reli- 
gious war — Nor  has  it  been  urged,  as  aa 
argument  against  restoring  to  the  Catho- 
lics those  constitutional  privileges,  which 
they  claim  as  their  birth-right,  that  they 
will  hereafter  require  a  participation  in 
the  property  and  power  of  the  established 
church,  of  which  they  are  not  memben, 
and  the  rights  of  whicn  they  are  bound  by 
their  oaths  not  to  disturb. 

Durhig  the  whole  course  of  the  debate, 
no  imputation  has  been  attempted  to  be 
(hrowQ  upon  those,  whose  caase  I  have 
been  pleading,  except  in  one  single  in- 
stance, by  the  noble  earl,  who  Bnt  rose 
to  oppose  the  motion  which  I  have  sob- 
imtysd  to  the  House.  Giving  the  noble 
earl  credit  for  the  perfect  correctneK  of 
his  history,  of  tho  excommunicated  Ca^ 
tholic  shoemaker  and  the  Irish  prelate  of 
that  persuasion,  it  would  be  no  mighty 
argument,  after  all,  against  the  restoratioa 
of  their  rights  to  his  Majesty's  Catholic 
subjects.  Unhappily  however  for  the  ar- 
gument, such  as  it  is,  your  lordships  have 
heard  the  statement  directly  controverted ; 
and  for  my  own  part,  I  have  no  doubt  the 
noble  earl  has  been  completely  misin- 
formed. But  giving  him  the  fuU  force  of 
the  argument,  'what  does  it  amount  to  ? 
A  Catholic  prelate  excommunicates  a 
shoemaker  of  his  own  communion'— the 
man  brings  his  action,  and  recovers  da- 
mages—a motion  is  made  to  set  the  ver- 
dict aside— which  has  been  refused,  and 
consequently  the  verdict  remains  in  full 
fbrce-*and  the  complainant  has  received 
redress  for  the  injury  whicl>  he  had  sus- 
tained. Is  it  therefore  such  an  argument 
as  this,  which  the  noble  earl  has  thought 
fit  to  place,  in  the  front  of  bis  objections 
to  the  claims  of  his  Catholic  countrymen, 
viz.  that  in  a  single  solitary  instance,  ooa 
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of  their  firelatei  it  charged  with  tii  arro* 
gadon  or  an  abase  o?  juritdictioo^  for 
which  the  lawi  ai  they  stand  have  pro- 
¥ided  a  remedy,  and  which,  according  to 
the  noble  eari's  own  statement,  .the  penon 
eomplaining  of  the  injury  appears  to  have 
aiready  received  ? 

In  the  length  of  obseryation,  to  which 
lie  has  gone,  upon  the  resolutions  of  the 
Catholic  prelates  of  36th  February  last,  I 
think  it  entirely  unnecessary  forme  to  fol- 
low the  noble  earl— first,  because  I  do  not 
wee  how  it  applies  as  an  argument  against 
going  into  a  committee  now,  to  discuss  the 
claims  of  the  Catholics— and  secondly,  be- 
cause these  objections  have  been  already 
oompleCely  refuted  by  a  learned  and  elo- 

Sinent  baron  (lord  Erslcine),  who  has  only 
oond  it  necessary  for  that  purpose,  to  call 
yonr  lordships'  attention  to  those  parts  of 
the  same  resolutions,  which  must  either 
have  eiscaped  the  attention  of  the  noble 
•arl,  or  which  he  has  not  thought  it  fitting 
to  bring  under  your  obseryaUon. 

The  noble  earl  opposes  my  motion,  for 
referring  these  petitions  to  a  commitee, 
ihe  object  of  which  most  avowedly  be  to 
enter  mto  all  the  necessary  details ;  and 
what  are  the  grounds  of  nis  objections  ? 
Those  very  details  which  he  will  not  al- 
low to  me  the  only  parliamentary  oppor- 
tunity of  discussing.  And  what  is  the 
line  of  argument  which  the  noble  earl  has 
pursued,  m  speaking  against  the  principle 
of  the  measure  which  Ifaave  been  urging  ? 
He  supposes  himself  to  be  already  in  that 
committee,  into  which  he  will  not  aHow 
the  House  to  enter ;  and  he  gives  us  a 
plan  of  his  own  for  the  relief  of  the  Ca- 
tholicsy  whom  he  thus  puts  himself  for- 
ward to  resist,  the  first  and  indispensable 
preliminary  step  to  their  obtaining  relief 
of  any  kind. 

But  I  am  told  by  the  noble  earl,  and 
also  by  the  noble  lord  on  the  woolsack, 
that  I  have  not  informed  the  House,  what 
the  objects  of  my  motion  are,  or  the  pur- 

S^ses  for  which  I  have  called  upon  the 
ouse  to  refer  these  petitions  to  a  Com- 
mittee.—* I  cannot  help  expressing  my  as- 
tonishment at  such  an  objection  as  this — 
I  distinctly  stated  in  opening  the  case  of 
the  petitioners,  that  I  complained  on  be- 
half of  his  Majesty's  Catholic  subjects  of 
common  rights  withheld — equal  privileges 
denied— —unequal  restrictions  imposed. 
And  I  called  upon  yovir  lordships  to  go 
into  i  Committee,  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
meving  that  injurious  system  of  legislation, 
by  whichi  the  CathoUoi  are  itiU  oppressed  I 
yeit  zvu.  1 


— restoring  them  to  the  full  and  complete 
enjoyment  of  every  political  privilege— 
and  giving  to  the  Protestant  state  assu* 
ranees,  sufficient  to  satisfy  the  greatest 
alarmist,  and  not  inconsistent  with  the 
essential  doctrines  and  discipline  of  the 
Catholic  Church.  Such  was  tne  nature  of 
my  proposition— thus  I  opened,  and  en- 
deavoured to  enforce  it — ^and  I  cannot 
well  conceiye  a  proposition  more  explicit 
and  intelligible  ;  although  the  noble  lords 
afiect  not  to  understand  the  nature  of  that' 
claim  upon  the  justice  of  the  House,  which 
they  are  determined  to  resist 

In  answer  to  the  argument,  whioh  I  had 
drawn  from  the  drcumstances  attending 
the  measure  of  1793,  the  noMe  secretary 
of  state  has  urged,  that  the  Catholics  ap- 
pear to  have  specifically  stated  all  their 
demands  at  that  time— that  they  had  re* 
ceived  fit>m  parliament  more  than  they 
had  themselves  desired — that  they  were 
not  satisfied  vetp— and  the  very  year  afler 
claimed  all  that  they  now  require.  The 
noble  secretary  of  state  is  entirely  mit* 
taken,  in  Considering  this  a  correct  state- 
ment of  the  fact.  If  the  Irish  administra- 
tion had  taken  up  their  petition,  as  they 
ought  to  have  done,  at  the  period  to  whicn 
I  have  alluded,  they  would  have  been  sa- 
tisfied with  receiTing  at  that  time,  the  re- 
stitution of  a  portion  only  of  the  elective 
franchise.  But  the  Catholics  were  never 
so  wanting  to  the  justice  of  their  own 
cause,  as  to  have  stated  at  any  time— or 
any  friend  of  theirs  in  their  name — that 
they  were  wiHing  to  enter  into  an  unwor- 
thy compromise,  and,  in  order  to  be  restor- 
ed to  the  enjoyment  of  the  rest,  to  make 
adis^ceful  barter  of  any  part  of  those 
constitutional  privileges,  of  which  they 
claim  an  equal  enjoyment  with  every  Qther 
member  of  the  state.  Neither  was  it  in 
the  next  year,  as  the  noble  secretary  of 
state  appears  to  imagine,  that  any  new 
claim  was  made  on  behalf  of  the  Catholics. 
Whatever  was  claimed,  in  addition  to  those 
privileges  which  the  act  of  1795  restores, 
was  not  the  consequence  of  any  application 
on  their  part-— the  proposition  came,  in 
the  shape  of  an  amendment  of  that  act 
during  its  progress,  unsolicited  by  theni- 
selve^— from  those  of  their  parliamentary 
friends,  who  were  of  opinion— and  justly** 
that  the  moment  was  arrived,  for  a  conN 
plete  and  final  settlement  of  all  ^  their 
claims-— and  for  their  full  participation  ia 
tvery  privilege  of  the  constitution. 

The  noble  secretary  of  sute  has  con* 
tended,  in  answer  to  what  hai  been  said 
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by  some  of  the  noble  lords  who  have 
Bupported  my  diotion,  thai  no  pledge  was 
given  to  the  Catholics  at  the  time  of  the 
Union.  If  the  noble  earl  means  to 
deny,  any  specific  engagemant  as  having 
been  entered  into  with  the  Catholics;  on 
the  part  of  the  goyernment,  at  that  time, 
ihe  noble  earl  is  perfectly  correct.  I  will 
not  do  the  noble  marquis  (lord  Cornwall 
lis),  who  is  now  no  more,  the  injtistice  to 
.claim  any  such  engagement  on  his  part,  on 
behalf  of  the  Catholics.  But  will  the  noble 
secretary  of  state  deny,  that  during  the 
whole  course  of  the  progress  of  that  import- 
ant measure,  every  means  were  resorted  to, 
to  procure  their  vjtluable,  and  indeed  neces- 
sary support ;  by  endeavouring  to  impress 
upon  their  minds,  the  accomplishment  of 
the  measure  of  Union,  as  the  certain  fore- 
runner of  their  own  complete  emancipa* 
tion  ?  Does  not  the  noble  secretary  of  state 
recollect,  that  the  question  was  so  argued, 
Ipy  the  principal  friends  of  the  government, 
in  both  Houses  of  Parliament?  No  man 
can  forget  the  speech  of  the  right  hon. 
gent.  (Mr.  Pitt),  now  no  more,  which 
Holds  out  assurances,  to  which  the  Ca- 
tholics must  have  looked  up  with  ex- 
pectations most  confident— aud  the  en- 
tire disappointment  of  which — even  in 
the  course  of  his  own  parliamentary  con- 
duct—undoubtedly does  not  form  the 
most  gratifying  feature,  in  the  review  of 
the  political  lite  of  that  great  man  ?  Will 
the  noble  secretary  of  state  deny,  that 
the  measure  of  Union— unsuccessful  in 
the  first  session  of  parliament,  succeeded 
ultimately  in  consequence  of  their  sup- 
port? The  first  favourable  turn,  which 
that  (juestion  experienced  after  its  first 
rejection,  was  marked  by  the  approbation 
of  an  important  southern  county  (Tippe- 
^ary),  of  an  address  wliich  I  had  the  ho- 
nor of  proposing  to  the  King,  declaring 
their  acquiescence  in  the  propriety  of  the 
measure.  But  what  was  the  principal, 
and  almost  the  only  feature  in  this  ad- 
dress; carried,  as  it  was,  greatly  by  the 
means  of  Catholic  support?  Catholic 
emancipalion-^o  which  the  addressers 
look  forward,  as  the  certain  consequence 
of  the  Union.  But  treaty -making  has 
never  been  the  faric  of  my  unfortunate 
countrymen.  From  the  articles  of  Li- 
merick to  the  Union  compact,  have  they 
not  had  too  much  reason  to  feel  and  to 
complain,  that  they  have  never  nego- 
tiated with  this  country,  without  having 
been  deceived? 
.  8ut  the  noble  secretary  of  state^  after 


having  descanted  for  a  long-time  od  the 
great  unreasonableness  of  the  Iriab  Gatho* 
lies,  in'  not  agreeing  to  concede  ttie  veto, 
and  that  of  tl^ir  prelates,  in  declaring  that 
they  do  not  see  the   necessity    of   the 
domestic  arrangement,  about  which  the 
other  noble  earl  (Clancarty)   tok)  oa  so 
much— comes  back  again  to  the  old  posi- 
tion, which  1  always  feared  the  noble  earl 
would  never  abanaon-r-and  says  candidly 
at  last,  that  he  will  stand  upon  the  oalh  of 
supremacy.     But.  the  noble- secretary  of 
state  took  another  favourite  position  in 
1805,,  from  which  I  am  apprebensiTe  it 
will  be  equally  difficult  to  dislodge  him. 
He  then  told  your  lordships  that  he  would 
take  his  stand  at  the  Union— which  be 
would  consider  as  final  and  conclusive,  as 
to  the  situation  of  the  Catholic— <und  that 
such  as  he  found  it  at  that  period,  it  must 
remain— then  and  for  ever.— Afearfiil  de- 
nunciation by  his  Majesty's  principal  se- 
cretary of  state,  against  four  millions  of 
faithful  subjects  I    and    a  parliamentary 
notice  t<>  them,  by  the  authority  of  one  of 
the  ministers  of  the  crown,  to  begin  to 
despair,  from  that  very  period,    which 
aiK>ther  of  his  Msyesty's  servant»«*B  great 
man  now  no  more-^— held  up  to  their  san- 
guine hopes,  as  the  happy  aera,  at  which 
all  their  brightest  prospects  were  to  have 
commenced ! 

The  noble  secretary  of  state* lias  coid 
us,  however,  that  things  must  .remain  as 
they  are.  What,  my  lordis,  four-fiflhs  of 
the  hardy  population  of  that  country 
whose  cause  I  am  pleading,  deprived  of 
the  dealest  privileges  of  their  birth-right! 
Pointed  out,  by  the  finger  uf  the  legisla- 
ture, as  just  objects  of  suspicion  ti»  their 
fellow-subjects!  Admitted  .already  intA> 
the  fortress  of  the. state— in  all  their  num- 
bers and  known  energy  of  character — you 
tell  them  they  are  not. to  be  trusted — 
whilst  you  are  forced  to  rely  upon  their 
fidelity,  for  the  preservation  of  all  your 
dearest  interests. 

But  I  tell  the  noble  secretary  of  state, 
that  things  cannot  remain  as  they  are. 
The  Irish  Catholic  millions  will  not,  and  as 
little  for  the  interest  of  their  country  as 
for  their  own,  ought  th^y  to  be  satisfied  to 
remain,  in  the  state  of  political  annihila- 
tion which  the  noble  secretary  of  state 
has  thought  fit  to  pronounce  as  their  irre* 
vocable  doom.  My  countrymen  are  a 
people  sufficiently  susceptible  of  s^ong 
feelings—and  too  prone  to  act  upon  tba 
sudden  pressure  of  irrit^ioa.-^Tbe  cir« 
cumstancet  of  Amecica—- once  ft  Britiilk 


4X91 


PAUL.  DEBATES,  Jum  6,  \B\0.— Roman  CatMk  Pttiiim. 


[438 


colony,  now  an  independeni  state— cannot 
havo  passed  tbem  by  unheeded — and  J 
trust  that  Britain,  acquiring  wisdom  from 
dear-bought  experience,  will  not  fail  to 
profit  by  the  example. 

On  what  grounds  is  it  then,  that  the 
Bobie  secreUry  of  state,  and  the  noble 
lord  upon  the  wool-sack,  have  chosen  to 
rest  their  objections,  ngainet  the  claims  of 
his  Majesty's  Catholic  subjects  ?  On  the 
old  cant  of  the  Corporation  and  Test  acts, 
the  Act  of  Settlement,  and  the  RcTolution 
of  1666.  But  before  the  noble  lords  had 
adverted  again  to  this,  the  eternal  topic 
of  declamation — I  think  it  would  have 
been  reasonable  at  least,  that  they  should 
have  attempted  some  sort  of  reply  to 
those  arguments,  which  I  thought  I  had 
urged  with  some  force,  against  that  very 
line  of  objection,  on  which  both  these 
noblo  lords  appear  still,  and  entirely  to 
rely.  But  they  seem  fo>ave  satisfied 
themselves  witn  repeating  their  former 
assertions,  without  condescending  to  ofl'er 
one  argument  in  their  support  ;  leaving 
what  I  have  bed  the  honor  to  urge  to 
your  lordships,  on  this  part  of  the  subject, 
which  I  will  not  presume  to  call  unan- 
swerable—certainly as  yet  unanswered  in 
this  House. 

But  the  noble  lord  on  the  woolsack 
has  said,  that  the  Catholics  had  no  ground 
of  any  sort  lor  complaint^-that  they  had 
had  a  complete  toleration  for  a  century 
and  a  half.  What  my  lords,  a  complete 
toleration  I  When  such  was  the  state  of 
political  wretchedness  and  degradation,  to 
which  the  penal  code  had  reduced  that 
suffering  dass  of  his  Majesty's  subjects, 
that  the  first  relaxation  is  always  reckoned 
from  the  statute  of  1774  ;  by  which  the 
Catholic  obtains,  as  a  peculiar  grace,  the 
privilege  of  being  permitted  to  declare  his 
allegiance  to  the  King.  Of  this  first  duty 
of  the  citizen  to  the  state,  the  law  con- 
ceived his  Majesty's  Catholic  subjects 
incapable,  till  that  act  was  passed  ;  and 
the  government  appears  to  have  acted 
from  a  full  conviction  of  the  truth  of  »och 
a  proposition,  in  withholding  in  the  case  of 
that  pnhappy  class  of  men  ;  for  so  long  a 
period  of  time  ;  the  performance  of  the  re- 
ciprocal duty,  which  was  due  on  the  part 
of  the  state  ;  that  of  protection. 

But    my    noble    and    eloquent  friend 

ilord  Holland)  has  made  .  it  unnecessary 
or  me  to  dwell  any  longer  upon  this  ex- 
traordinary assumption  of  the  noble 
and  learned  lord,  which  my  noble  friend 
has  effiBCtualiy  OQoibatted  with  hia  own  ap« 
propriate  force  and  feeling. 


Of  the  effects  of  the  disqualifying  code, 
yon  have  already  had  a  long  and  a  me- 
lancholy experience.  Has  it  succeeded  in 
any  one  of  those  objects  which  it  professed 
to  have  had  in  view  ?  Has  it  not  alien- 
ated from  the  governinent  the  affections 
and  the  confidence  of  the  people  ?  suffi- 
ciently operative  in  the  insecurity  of  one 
essential  part  of  his  Majesty's  dominions, 
and  in  the  comparative  weakness  of  the' 
whole  British  empire. — But  it  has  convert- 
ed tbt:  great  bulk  of  the  population  t6  the 
religion  of  the  state. 

By  the  unabated  persecutions  of  more ' 
than  a  century,  you  endeavoured  to  ex- 
tirpate the  Roman  Catholic  religion  ;  sa- 
gacious and  successful  legislators,  in  your* 
crusade  against  the  liberty  of  conscience 
and  the  opinions  of  a  people  !  what  rem- 
nant has  survived  your  system  of  pains 
and  penalties  ?  four  millions  of  Christians  ! 
to  glorify  God  af\er  the  manner  of  their 
forefathers ;  for  the  preservation,  almost 
miraculous,  which  he  has  vouchsafed  to 
extend  to  their  church  and  to  themselves 
—an  eternal  monument  of  unshaken 
lldelity  on  the  one  hand,  and  of  the  weak- 
ness and  the  vanity  of  human  presumption 
on  the  other  ! 

Do  you  feel  no  compunctious  visitings, 
for  the  evils  which  you  have  inflicted,  and 
continued  from  generation  to  generation— > 
and  are  you  not  prepared  to  make  resti- 
tution }  That  branch  of  the  religion  of 
Christ,  which  you  have  not  been  able  to  put 
devin,  will  you  not  recognise,  respect, 
and  cherish  ?  It  has  gone  througb  the  fiery 
trial  of  privations  and  disabilities  ;  and  is 
worthy,  from  its  ^ufierings  and  its  constan- 
cy ; — ^to  stand,  as  an  acknowledged  sister 
by  the  side  of  the  established  church. 

If  popery  be  still  formidable,  fet  it  be 
chamed  ;  chain  it  to  the  British  coniittta- 
tion ;  the  links  will  bind  us  all  to  \)ie  statft 
and  to  each  other.— Do  you  still  continue 
to  view  your  Catholic  fellow-subjects  with 
apprehension  and  distnist  ?  secure  them 
— not  by  disabilities  and  discoaragements, 
which  sour  the  temper,  and  break  the  spi- 
rits of  men-i-but  secure  them  by  cords  of 
interest,  by  ties  of  aflection — Shew  them« 
that  you  feel  your  dearest  intereat  and 
theirs  embarked  in  the  same  bottom — and 
you  will  be  sure  to  find  them,  actuated 
with  an  equal  seal  to  defend  those  blest*, 
ings,  which  we  enjoy  as  members  of  this 
free  state — because  they  will  then  poteesi 
^n  equal  interest  in  them  virlth  ourselves. 

But  we^are  told,  that  the  Catholica  are 
already  in  possesion  of  all  that  was  inte- 
fesUng  to  tne  Catholic  community ;   that 
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this  ia  the  question  of  their  arbtocracy;*— 
and  that  the  people  feel^  that  they  have 
i^othing  embarked  in  the  event  of  the 
contest— but  their  ears  are  closed  against 
such  arguments  as  these,  which  tend  only 
to  weaken  and  to  disunite.  I  tell  them  they 
ate  all  interested  alike — from  the  peer  to 
the  peasants— Give  the  enemies  of  their 
emancipation,  but  the  principle  of  one 
exclusion^  upon  which  to  take  th^ir  stand 
-r-and  the  whole  fabric  of  their  liberties 
will  totter  to  its  foundation. 
.  It  is  not  therefore  so  much  for  the  value 
of  what  remains  to  be  given-— which  to  the 
Protestants  is  nothing,  as  against  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  exception — ^which  may  be 
every  thing  to  the  Catholic.  It  is  not 
only,  that  their  property  and  their  talents 
may  not  be  excluded,  from  that  parlia- 
ment to  which  they  have  regained  their 
constitutional  privilege  of  becoming  elec- 
tors—It is  not  only,  that  their  ancient  no- 
bility may  not  be  thrust  from  the  seats  of 
their -forefathers— It  is  not  the  admission 
into  the  few  excepted  offices  of  the  slate, 
for  which  thty  are  contending  at  the  pre- 
sent moment— it  is  for  the  security  of  all 
t^eir  acquisitions  of  the  last  thirty  years 
^•they  are  contending  against  the  spirit 
of  exclusion*— which  if  they  are  not  ena- 
bled to  resist,  with  reasotf  and  with  efiect, 
iq  its  fullest  extent— they  are  entitled  to 
Up  political  capacity  whatsoever— but 
must  be  content  to  hold,  even  those  rights 
which  they  are  now  permitted  to  ei^oy, 
as  mere  tenants  at  will  on  the  precarious 
courtesy  of  a  Protestant  legislature.  That 
spirit  of  exclusion,  which  must  be  melted 
dpwn  in  the  acknowledged,  justice  of  their 
ciiiimSf  opening  wide  the  arms  of  the  con- 
stitution to  embrace  all  the  members  of 
the  8Ute«-or  it  will  rise  against  them  in 
some  more  questionable  shape — and  the 
saoie  principle  may  convulse  .the  state  in 
less  propitious  times  than  these— >by  a 
vain  attempt  to  reclaim  the  acquisitions  of 
]793»  which  would  now  withhold  the'  rem- 
nant of  privilege  which  is  left* 

.  To  the  Protestant,  1  would  urge  what 
he  has  given  already,  as  the  surest  earnest 
to  the  Catholic  of  that  which,  remains  be- 
hind—to him  I  would  say,  that  the  con- 
cession of  1705,  which  gave  the  Catholic 
tl|e  franchise,  has  insured  all  he  now 
claims,  as  included  ia  the  same  politieai 
<M|aiiyT-M  a  liok  of  the  same  great  na- 
tional chain— and  therefore  it  is  that  I 
support  their  complete  emandpaUon  now 
•^«s  the  necessary  conseqnenoe  of  the 
privikgea  of  I79S— ta  crown  ibat  sytem 
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of  justice  and  of  liberality,  wWdi  bad 
nearly  united  us  into  one  people— So 
strengthen  the  Protestant  cause,  by  qvict- 
ing  the  Catholic  mind*-4o  shut  up,  till 
time  shaU  be  no  more,  every  angry  die* 
cu8sion*^to  make  every  man,  venly  and 
indeed,  a  neighbour  to  his  iellow  cicise»-* 
and  to  secure  to  the  stAte  the  allegiance 
of  every  member  of  the  commaniiy,  by 
giving  to  all,  those  motives  of  action  wbico 
influence  all  mankind — their  own  interest 
and  happiness. 

Their  lordships    then   divided^    wfaen 
there  appeared— 
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[Committee  of  Supply.)  The  Hont 
resolved  into  a  Committee  of  Supply* 

Mr.  Secretary  B^fder  moved  the  grant 
suspended  on  a  former  day,  at  the  instance 
of  Mr.  Whitbfead,  for  l,0S4Cto  Mr.  Read, 
the  Bow-sueet  magistrate,  for  the  expence 
of  extra  constables  on  the  late  occsaioa 
of  sir  F.  Burdett's  commitmeni  to  the 
Tower.   • 

Mr.  Wkkbrtad  said  the  return  made  to 
the  House  of  the  particulars  of  this  charge 
were  by  no  means  satisfactory.  It  ap- 
peared that  the  magistrates  had  been  ex- 
tremely dilatory  in  calling  out  the  ce»> 
stables. 

Mr.  J^der  said,  the  reports  were  regu- 
larly made  to  him,  and'  he  had  every  rea- 
son to  believe  the  special  constables  were 
all  at  their  respective  posts. 

Mr,  Whiiknad  did  not  know  what  reports 
were  made  to  the  right  hon.  secretary, 
but  he  knew  what  reports  were  made  so 
himself*  He  had  been  much  fatigued, 
and  went  to  bed.  And  about  ten  o^'clock 
his  servant  came  and  told  him  the  mob 
was  breaking  sir  J*  Anstrether's  wtMlowa» 
so  that  it  was  evident  there  were  no  eon- 
stables  at  all  to  prevent  such  proceediogf* 
and  when  the  House  was  now  called  epoo 
to  vote  i,094L  for  special  constables»  be 
could  not  agree  to  it. 

Sir  J.  Newport  instanced  the  breaking 
of  lord  Castlereagh'a  windows  by  the  mob 
a  few  minntei  after  ;  and  eppoecdlhe 
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tionon  Ihe  lanie  ground  as  Mr.WhiU 
[bread. 

The  CSkaiOeUer  qf  the  Escehewer  said  it 
was  in  many  cases  impossible  to  prevent 
she  appearance  of  a  mob  very  suddenly 
ml  SQitte  particular  point,  witness  the  va- 
rioas  cases  of  election  mobs.  In  Bown* 
ing-street,  that  yery  evening,  there  was  an 
appearance  of  the  greatest  tranouillity, 
but  a  very  great  mob  appeared  tnere  in 
the  course  of  five  minutes.  Wherever 
the  mob  might  have  collected  together, 
diey  went  in  separate  parties  to  sir  J. 
Anstruther's,  lord  Wellesley's,  and  lord 
Castlereagh's,  and  did  the  mischief  in  a 
Tery  few  minutes.  With  respect  to  the 
present  motion,  he  could  not  conceive 
there  could  be  any  objection  to  the  pro- 
priety of  it.  .  When  expence  was  incurred 
on  such  occasions  it  ought  to  be  made 
good. 

Mr.  C.  Wynn  and  General  Tarkion 
spoke  shortly  against  the  resolution. 

Mr.  H^hitbreads9\d  the  right  hon  secretary 
bad  talked  much  of  reoorts,  but  who  made 
these  reports  ?  where  aid  they  come  from? 
They  caintr  from  police  officers  who  were 
to  have  the  disposal  of  this  money.  The 
right  hon.  secretary  had  also  said  he  was 
at  his  post.  He  (Mr.  W.)  conld  not  con* 
ceive  where  that  pf^st  might  be ;  for,  ac- 
cording to  the  account  given  by  the  Ser- 
jeant of  that  House,  in  the  course  of  the 
many  times  he  went  to  the  right  hon. 
gent.'s  office,  he  found  Mr.  Beckett  at  his 
post,  but  never  could  set  eye  on  the 
right  hon.  gent,  after  he  quitted  that 
Itouie. 

Mr.  JD.  Oiddy  said  it  was  easy  to  argue 
retrospectively,but  he  firmly  believed  if  the 
hon.  gentlemen  who  opposed  the  motion 
bad  been  in  the  situation  of  ministers,  they 
wouki  have  acted  in  the  same  way  as  mi- 
nisters had  done. 

The  motion  was  then  asreed  to. 

[Tub  Relbasb  of  Sia  r.  Bubdett,  &c.] 
Mr.  C.  Dimdiaf  pre§ented  a  Petition  from 
the  gentlemen,  clergy,  freeholders,  house- 
holders, and  other  inhabitants  of  the  coun- 
ty of  Berks,  in  full  county  assembled  at 
Reading  the  5th  day  of 'June  1810,  by 
the  appointment  of  the  sherifF,  settint^ 
forth,  "That  the  Petitioners  beg  leave, 
at  this  important  crisis,  most  respectfully 
to  direct  the  attention  of  the  House  to  a 
Petition  presented  to  them  on  the  6th  of 
May  I79S,  in  which,  among  other  allega- 
tions, it  was  asserted,  and  ofibred  to  be 
proved,  that  the  House  of  Commons  did 
not  fully  and  Airly  represent  the  people 


of  Bngknd ;  that  the  elective  franchise 
was  so  partly  distributed,  that*  a  ma* 
jority  of  the  House  was  elected  by  only 
the  lYOth  part  of  the  male  populatioii 
of  England  paying  taxes;  that  a4  iodi* 
vidifab  did,  oy  their  own  immHiate  an* 
thority,  send  157  of  the  hon.  members  to 
parliament;  that,  in  addition  to  these 
157, 150  more  were  returned  to  the  hon. 
House,  not  by  the  collective  voice  of 
those  whom  they  appear  to  represent,  bol 
by  the  recommenmtion  of  70  powerful 
individuals,  by  which  means  154  patrons 
return  a  decided  majority  of  the  House; 
and  that  this  partial  di^itrtbution  of  tbm 
elective  franchise  commits  the  choice  of 
representatives  to  select  bodies  of  men,  of 
such  limited  numbers,  as  renders  them  air 
easy  prey  to  the  artful,  or  a  ready  pur* 
chase  to  the  wealthy ;  and  that  the  Peti* 
tioners  deeply  lament  that  the  evils  point- 
ed out  in  the  Pefition  above-mentioned 
still  continue  to  exist ;  and  to  this  cause 
of  unequal  representation  the  Petitioners 
are  convincea  many  bad  effects  are  to  be 
attributed,  and,  among  others,  beg  leave 
to  point  out  the  notorious  buying  and  self* 
ing  of  seats  in  the  House :  and  that  the 
Petitioners  beg  leave  to  csli  the  attention 
of  the  House  to  a  Resolution  on  their  Jour* 
nals,  passed  in  the  year  i779,  in  the  words 
following :  '  That  it  is  highly  criminal  for 
'  any  minister  or  ministers,  or  any  servant 
'  of  the  crown  in  Great  Britain,  directly  or 
'  indirectly,  to  make  use  of  the  power  of 
'  his  office,  in  order  to  influence  the  elec- 
'  tion  of  members  of  parliament,  and  that 
'  an  attempt  to  exercise  that  influence  ia. 

*  an  attack  upon  the  dignity,  the  honour 

*  and  the  independence  of  parliament,  an. 
'mfiringement  of  the  rights  and  liberties 
'  of  the  people,  and  an  attempt  to  sap  the 

*  basis  of  our  free  and  hapjpy  constitu- 
'  tion ;'  and  compare  the  said  Resolution 
with  the  refusal  of  the  House  to  enquire 
into  the  conduct  of  lord  Csstlerea^h  and 
Mr.  Perceval  (then  two  of  his  Majesty  V 
ministers)  when  distinctly  charged  with 
the  sale  of  a  seat  in  the  House,  evidence 
of  which  was  ofiered  at  the  barby  amemr 
her  of  the  House ;  and  the  avowal  in  the 
House  *  that  such  practices  were  as  noto» 
'  rious  as  the  sun  at  noon  day,'  practices^. 
at  the  bare  mention  of  which  the  Speaker 
of  the  House  declared  that  our  ancestors 
would  have  startled  with  indignation ;  and 
that  the  Petitioners  fiirther  beg  leave  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the 
Reportof  one  of  their  committees,  wherein 
It  u  stated  thai  7t  placemen  and  pen* 
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sionerSf  wKo  have  sesits  in  tht  Houm,  re- 
ceive .178,994/,  out  of  the  taxes,  rai^d 
upon  t^e  people^  and  of  course  oiit  of  the 
money,  to  watch  brer  the  expenditure 
of  which  they  are  appointed,  which  the 
t^etitioners  have  reason  to  think  may  have 
influenced,  in  sonje  late ,  instances,  the 
Yote^  of  the  House  n  and  particularly  in 
the  approbation  given  to  the  conduct  of 
ministers  in  the  late  unfortunate  and  ill- 
conducted  Expedition  to  the-  Scheldt, 
where  the  flower  of  ouV  troops,  without 
the  opportunity  of  any  exploit  worthy  of 
thetn,  was  permitted  tor  months  to  perish 
by  disease  by  the  pestilential  air  of  Wal- 
cfieren,  where  life  was  extinguished  like  a 
candle  in  a  vault,  and  where  the  blood 
and,  treasure  of  the  nation  were  lavishly 
uselessly  aod  scandalously  wasted,  which 
vote  of  approbation  has  excited  uuiversal 
disgust ;  and  that  the  Petitioners  beg 
leave  moreover  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  present  duration  of  parlia- 
ments, and  to  the  circumstances  which 
'  made  them  septennial  instead  of  triennial, 
as  enacted  by  6th  William  and  Mary,  and 
vbich  law  remained  in  force  during  the 
most  glorious  period  of  our  history  ;  and 
the;refore  praying,  that  the  House  will 
take  such  measures  as  to  them  shall  seem 
meet,  to  correct  the  present  partial  distri- 
bution of  the  elective  firanchise,  to  regu- 
late the  right  of  voting  upon  an  uniform 
and  equitable  principle,  to  limit  the  num- 
ber of  placemen  and  pensioners  who  shall 
have  seats  in  the  House,  and,  finally,  to 
shorten  the  duration  of  parliaments,  and 
by  removing  the  causes  of  that  confusion, 
litigation  and  expence  with  which  they 
are. at  this  day  conducted,  to  render  fre- 
quent and  new  elections,  what  our  ances- 
tors at  the  Revolution  asserted  them  to.  be, 
the  means  of  a  happy  union  and  good 
agreement  between  the  King  and  people.'^ 

Ordered,  that  the  said  Petition  do  lie 
upon  the  table. 

Mr.  C.  Dundas  next  presented  another 
Petition  from  the  same  parties,  setting 
forth,  "  That  the  Petitioners  beg  leave  to 
express  their  sincere  regret  and  great 
alarm  at  the  injury  suffered  by  the  peo- 
ple in  the  punishment  inflicted  on  Mr. 
John  Gale  Jones  and  sir  Francis  Burdett, 
bart.  without  that  trial  by  jury  which  by 
the  Gireat  Charter  is  declared  to  be  the  law 
of  the  land,  and  which  is  the  principal 
bulwaric  of  our  liberties,  and  which  we 
from  our  infaiu;y  have  been  taught  to  con- 
sider as  our  birthright,  and  td  be  so  firmly 
established  as  to  defy  every  encroachment' 


on  our  pei:80DB  or  property  by  the  assamp* 

tipn  of  any  arbitrary  power  whatever^  and 
in  furtherance  of  this  power  the  Peti- 
tioners h^ave  witnessed  the  houee   o£  aa 
Englishman,  formerly  esteemed  his  casUc^ 
broken  open;  (an  act  of  which*  as   de- 
clared hy  the  King's  attorney   general, 
there  was  no  express  legal  authority  ta 
support  the  exercise^)  and  one  of  the  re- 
presentatives of  the  people  taken  there- 
from by  a  mililitary  force  (unneceaaarUj 
and    unprecedentedly  called  forth)  and 
shut  up  in  prison  during  pleasure*  one  of 
the  consequences  arising  where froia  ha« 
been  the  shedding  of  the  blood  of  ionocejit 
and  unofFending,  persons^  and   the    Peti- 
tioners are  in   nowise  desirous  of  seeing 
the  House  deprived  of   those   privil^es 
which  are  necessary  to  maintain  its  dig- 
nity and   independence ;  but  on  the  con- 
trary, would  heartily  support  any  measore 
requisite  for  that  purpose ;  but  they  beg 
leave  to  state,  that  they  conceive  that  the 
exercise  of  the  power  now  mentioned  can- 
not in  any  degree  contribute  to  the  oiain- 
tenance  of  that  dignity  and  independence, 
and  that  those  ends  would  be  more  fully 
secured  by  prosecutions  in  tUe  cooris  of 
law :  and  the  Petitioners  beg  leave  to  stste,- 
that  the   greatest  supporters  of  our  free 
and  glorious  constitution  are  the  liberty 
of  person  and  the  liberty  of  the  press;  if 
at  any  time  the  latter  be  abused  far  the 
purposes  of  libel,  such  offences  are  always 
cognizable  by  those  tribunals  which  are 
established  to  administer  the  laws  of  the 
land  ;  but  they  humbly  conceive  that  an 
arbitrary  imprisonment  of  the  suhjecis  of 
this  realm  during  pleasure  for  an  alledged 
libel,  not  proved  to  be  such,  is  an  infringe- 
ment of  both  the  liberty  of  the  press  and 
of  the  person  ;  and  theretitioners  are  not 
aware  that  any  obstructions  to  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  House,  made  the  exercise 
of  the  power  of  summary  commitment 
necessary  in  the  cases  of  Mr.  Gale  Jones 
and  sir  Francis  Burdett,  or  that  any  incon- 
venience was  likely  to  have  ensued  if  their 
cases  had  been  left  to  be  decided  in  the 
ordinary  course  of  law;    and  therefore 
praying,  that  the   House  will  discharge 
Mr.  Gale  Jones  and  sir  Francis  Burdett 
from  their  confinement,  and  expunge  the 
Resolutions  for  their  commitment  from  the 
Journals  of  the  House." 

The  Chancdlor  qf  the  Excheqtier  said  he 
was  sorry  to  oppose  this  petition,  but  he 
thought  it  contained  a  statement  which, 
the  House  ought  not  to  consider  admisuble. 
It  was  a  distinct  impatation  on  the  Hom^ 
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which  he  thought  it  ought  not  to  «ab- 
mit  to. 

Mr;  Whubrtad  coold  scarcely  command 
words  to  express  the  Mtonisliment  he  felt 
at  the  coarse  adopted  by  the  right  hon. 
gent  in  recommending  to  the  House  to  re- 
fuse to  receiFe  a  petition,  not  one  word  of 
which  was,  as  it  appeared  to  bim,  either 
disrespectful  or  indecorous.  What  did  the 
averment  alluded  to  by  the  right  hon.  gent. 
amount  to,  but  a  statemeilt  on  the  part  of 
the  petitioners  that  the  House  of  Com- 
mons was  wrong  ?  Was  that  a  ground  for 
not  receiving  their  petition?  Did  the 
House  of  Commons  then  claim  to  be  infal- 
lible ?  Was  it  the  case  that  that  House 
was  never  in  the  wrdng  in  any  of  its  pro- 
ceedings, and  that  consequently  it  was  not 
to  sufier  a  petition  to  be  presented,  com- 
plaining of  any  of  them  ?  Suppose,  in  the 
course  of  next  session,  they  were  to  re- 
ceive petitions  complaining  of  a  tax,  and 
aeserting  that  the  parliament  was  wrong 
in  imposing  it,  was  such  a  statement  to  be 
a  ground  for  not  receiving  it  ?  And  yet  the 
objection  of  the  right  hon.  gent  would  go 
to  that  extent.  How,  indeed,  were  peti- 
tioners to  word  their  petitions  complaining 
of  grievances,  unless  by  directly  stating 
them }  Were  they  to  say  that  the  House 
was  right,  when  they  meant  it  was  wrong  > 
Were  they  to  sUte  that  the  House  was  all 
lenience,  all  moderation,  all  generosity 
and  forbearance,  when  they  intended  to 
bring  under  its  consideration  those  of  its 
acts  which  they  had  to  complain  of  as 
grievances  >  Were  they  to  state  that  no 
improper  influence  was  eocerted  within  the 
walls  of  that  House,  no  votes  procured, 
Qor  any  injury  done  to  the  people,  and 
t|ierefore  pray  the  House  to  rescind  its  re- 
solutions }  If  petitioa^  were  not  to  resort 
to  such  courtly  phraseology,  in  what  more 
decorous  language  could  they  represent 
their  grievances,  than  that  contained  in 
the  pt^tition  under  consideration  ?— If  the 
Douse  were  to  reject  this  petition,  it  would 
be  the  climax  of  absurd  and  unconstitu* 
tional  conduct  respecting  petitions,  and 
would  amount  to  a  declaration  that  the 
people  should  not  petition  at  all.  Here 
he  should  be^  leave  to  remind  the  House 
of  the  situation  in  which  it  stood  as  to 
petitions,  and  to  call  the  attention  of  gen- 
tlemen to  the  calumny  which  had  been 
nttered  against  the  city  of  London,  when 
its  first  petition  was  presented.  That  peti- 
tion was  represented  as  a  studied  insult  on 
the  part  of  the  petitioners ;  and  yet  the 
city  of  London  afWrwardi  proved,  by  pre- 


senting another  which  had  been  received, 
that  no  such  object:  was  ?n  the  contemplu- 
tton  of  the  petitioners.  'The  same  thm'^ 
had  b>en  proved- in  the  ciise  of  an  indivi- 
dual, (major  Cartwright)  whose  petition 
he  hfld  presented,  and  'woich  had  been  re- 
jected on  the  same  stround  of  its  being  a 
studied  insult.  That  individual,  however, 
like  the  livery  of  London,  which  had  been 
represented  as  composed  of  a  rabbfe  from 
Saffron-hill,  presented  another  petition, 
leaving  out  the  expressions  excepted 
against;  and  that  pctif ion  had  also  ocen 
received,  confirming  what  he  had  pre-* 
viously  been  convinced  of,  that  it  had 
never  been  the  intention  of  that  individual 
to  insult  the  Hou^e  of  Commons.  After 
these  petitions,  came  this  petition  from  the 
freeholders  of  Berkshire,  praying  the 
House  to  revise  their  former  v6te.  What 
was  thus  asked,  but  what  they  bad  done 
before  after  twenty  years  •  experience  ? 
The  petitioners  said  that  the  House  was' 
wrong  in  the  proceeding  it  had  adopted^ 
and  proposed  that  it  should  be  re- con- 
sidered ;  and  in  this  prayed  for  no* more 
than  the  precedent  in  the  case  of  the  pro- 
ceedings against  Mr.  Wilkes  warranted 
them  in  expecting.  He  felt  so  strongly 
upon  this  subject,  that  notwithstanding 
the  thinness  of  the  House,  he  should  take 
its  sense  upon  this  dimax  of  folly  aiid  ab- 
sunlity — the  propositioi^  foi*  rejecting  the 
petition. 

Sir  J,  Newport  could  not  Conceive  any 
language  more  decorous,  moderate,  or  res- 
pectfiil,  than  the  terms  in  which  tTi^  peti- 
tioners stated  the  wrongs  of  which  they 
complained.  The  House  might  think  it- 
self riffht ;  but  yet  the  petitioners,  if  they 
thought  the  proceedings' of  the  House 
wrong,  had  a  right  to  petition  that  they 
should  be  rescinded.  1  hat  Hou^e  should 
ever  bear  in  mind,  that  for  manv  succes- 
sive  years,  petitions  had  been  presented, 
complaining  of  the  proreedings  against' 
Mr.  Wilkes,  which  had  been  uniformly 
rejected;  yet  these  proceedings  were  at 
last  expunged  from  the  journals,  which 

C roved  the  petitioners^  whose  prayers  had 
een  so  often  rejected,  to  be  right.  This 
was  enough  to  shew  that  the  House  was 
not  infallible  in  its  votes. 

Mr.  Secretary  Ryder  agreed,  that,  if 
this  petition  was  drawn  up  in  respectful 
language,  it  ought  to  be  received.  But 
he  was  at  a  loss  to  know  by  what  construc- 
tion it  could  be  supposed  to  be  so  drawn 
op ;  for  he  could  not  coi^ceive  any  lan- 
guage more  disrespeclfel  or  intuiting  to 


that  House,  Ibaft  m  petiiioB  ehwrgmg  its 
proceedlags  ts  su^  injary  to  the  piBople. 
Me  would  admit  thai  aay  braoch  of  tbeir 
oonstituento  bad  a  rigbt  to  state  their  opi- 
BiOBt  on  their  proceedings*  tboogb  not  to 
lepresent  tbem  as  an  injury  to  tbe  people. 
He  oouU  not  imagine  any  moire  poignant 
inanlt  to  tbe  House  than  such  a  petition. 
On  that  ground,  and  on  that  solely,  be 
ahottld  oppose  the  receiving  the  petition. 
But  he.  could  not  avoid  contrasting  the 
conduct  of  the  hon.  gentlemen  opposite, 
in    supporting,  this « petition,   witn  their 
conduct  in  rejecting  yesterday  unanimooa* 
ly  the  petition  of  the  Gloucestershire  elec- 
tors, who  complained  that  a  person  sat  in 
tfiat  House  as  their  representative  who  had 
no  legal  right  to  such  seat, 
f   Mr.  Bmgkam  was  surprised  at  the  tone 
andisobstaipcf  of  the  rigbt  hon.  genu's  ob- 
•ervatioosj     The  question  was  not  now 
friieth^  by  receivings  tbia  petition,  they 
Were  to  submit  to  receive  all  manner  of 
petitions,  but  whether  by  rejecting  the 
present  petition  they  were  to  tell   the 
electors  of  Berkshire  and  the  country,  that 
the  right  of  petition  was  ai  an  end;    No 
aemter  had  denied  that  this  petition  was 
the  petition  of  an  authorised  meeting,  con-^ 
atitotionally  qonvened  by  their  legal  ma* 
gl^trate.    And  waa  the  House  to  refuse  to 
receive  it,  because  the  petitioners  com- 
plamed.that  the  proceedings  of  that  House 
were  an  injilry  to  the  people?  Was  it  to 
be  asserted,  that,  whenever   petitioners 
differed  from  that  House,  as  to  any  thing 
that  may  have  passed  there,  they  were 
not  to  be  heard  by  their  petition '  Though 
the  House  might  be  rights  still,  if  the  elec- 
tors of  Berkshire  thought  otherwise;  th^jr 
bid  a  right  to  sbj  sa  by  petition.    But  it 
would  b»  inconsistent  m  tbe  House  te  re- 
ject this  petition,  after  having  received  the 
pneceding  petition,  because  that  set  out 
with  a  charge  that  they  were   not  the 
House  of  Co^imons.    Tbe  former  went  to 
the  whole  constitution  of  the  House ;  the 
latter   only  a   part  of  its  proceedings. 
There  waa  na  analogy  between  this  peti- 
tion and  the  one  which  had  been  rejected 
on  the  previous  evening.    But  the  right 
hon.  secretary,  who  seemed  a  kind  of  de- 
pository of  tbe  dignity  of  the  House,  con- 
sidered this  petition  nrom  the  landed  gen- 
try-of  Beruhire,  as  a  poignant  insult  to 
th^  House.    He  trusted,  however,  that  the 
House  would  not  treat  the  people  with 
auoh  cruelty,  aa  to  reject  a  petition  drawn 
op  in  such  moderate  kagnnge^  and  so  re* 
sp^etfi^  l^cosoQttd; 


Si  Rona^  conaidered  this 
serious  question.    In  the  present 
of  that  House  and  the  oountry,  H  woold 
be  an  lawful,  an  alarming  event,  if  the 
House  were  to  prove  itself  mvioualy  wrong 
by  rejecting  so  respectable  and  modkraie 
a  petition.    It  appeared  that  hia  Majea>y*s 
ministers  bad  determined  to  make  m  ataod 
against  receiving  any  petitiote  bnt  andi 
as  they   should  themselves   approve  ef 
(hear !  hear !}  He  should  be  glad  to  kaow 
how,  if  the  petMoners  were  to  coiiq^laiD  of 
a  wrong*  they  could  disguise  their  dbfect 
so  as  not  to  4neur  the  opposttioo  of  the 
right  hon.  gentlemen  opposite  }  It  aotmiJ 
that  these  right  hon.  |retttlenieB,iiifozica^ 
ed  with  their  success  in  rejectmg^the  ptti- 
tions  of  the  people,  yet  onwiliiiig  to  faseafc 
with  the  House  of  Commons  and  atsll  de- 
sirous to  approach  it  respectToUj,  were 
determined    to  shut  the  domra    of  that 
House  against  the  complaints  of  tlie 
pie.    The  right  bon.  secretary  had 
descended  to  assert,  that  becanae  tbey  bad 
last  night  rejected  a  petition   which  he 
wished  to  receive,  they  sliould,  in  oon* 
sistency,  now  not  receive  a  petition  which 
he  wished  to  r«^ect.    If  the  right  bee. 
gent,  had  looked  round  him  on  hisc«Nniag 
in  from  the  lobby,  he  woeld  haye  perceiv- 
ed that  a  great  number  of  gentiemarwifco 
were  in  the  habit  of  voting  with  hfsa  co 
preat  political    questions,  vcied  a^KHsa 
him  last  night.    But  there  waa  noianlMry 
whatever  Mtween  the  two  petitions.    Tne' 
petition  of  tbe  former  evening  -had  been 
rejected  because  no  proof  whatever  had 
b^n  offered  in  support  of  the  idlegatlom 
of  the  petition.    They  could  not  ooncidtr 
the  statement  of  an  h<m.  member  who  went 
out  to  the  lobby  to  consult  counael  there, 
when  the  petitioners  claimed  not  to  he 
heard  by  counsel,  as  any  undertaking  to 
prove  these  allegations.    It  was  enptesslv 
on  the  ffround  that  no  such  proof  was  o^ 
fered  that  the  petition  had  been  rejected. 
But  the  right  hon.  gent  should  havespcdeen 
last  night  upcn  the  subject,  instead  of  de- 
ferring his^  observations  till  to-day.    Tbe 
vote  he  (sir  Samuel)  had  given  on  that  oc- 
cuioA,  be  liad  given  conscientioosly  and 
upon  mature  deliberation  ;  and  he  woeM 
undertake  to  say,  as  conscientioosly  as 
any  vote  that  right  hon.  gent,  haul  ever 
given.    He  did  not  think  the  ri^ht  hen. 
gent,  warranted,  therefore,  in  making  nat- 
ter of  reproach  to  him,  amonM  the  ma- 
tority,  for  having  yot^  in  that  tnamier. 
f  there  was  a  disposition  on  the  part  of 
the  right  hon.  gentlemen  oppeaim' to  re* 
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jeci  tUi  petition^  hethmild  think  it  better 
to  adopt  the  coii^  followed  iviib  rtepect' 
to  Ibmier  petitioot,.  and  adjoom  tte  de- 
bate for  94  howt. 

Mr.  Sicken  believed  that  tko  petition 
had  been  pmented  for  the  mere  parpote 
of  inaaliing  the  House*  and  should  oppose 
laying  on  the  table  a  strong  invective 
against  the  proceed  inge  of  the  Honse,  in 
Whatever  way  it  might  be  worded.  The 
petitioners  had  no  more  interest  in  the 
prayer  of  their  petition  than  the  whole 
people  of  Mnglaiid.  He  might  be  dis- 
posed to  overlook  strong  language  where 
petitioners  had  a  private  interest*  But 
when  the  question  was  argued  in  so  high 
a  tone,  as  if  it  wa^  intend^  to  overthrow 
the  right  to  petition^  be  must  say  that 
gentlemen  misunderstood  the  proceeding 
of  laying  a  petition  on  the  table,  which 
was,  that  some  future  proceeding  was  to 
take  place  upon  it.  He  believed  that  in 
the  best  tiroes  and  most  boasted,  a  petition 
so  worded  as  this»  so  lar  irom  being  re« 
oeived,  w<mld  be  considered  a  direct  con- 
tempL  His  hon.  and  learned  friend  could 
not  forget  the  case  of  Mrs.  Crowe,  com* 
mitted  for  contempt  by  lord  £rskine,  on 
the  motion  of  his  leamnl  friend,  and  with- 
out any  reference  to  Magna  Charta,  now 
so  much  talked  of.  Was  the  House  of 
Commons  not  to  have  a  power  which  be- 
longed to  every  petty  court  of  record  in 
the  country  }  He  could  not  submit  to  the 
charge  that  innocent  blood  had  been  shed 
in  consequence  of  the  proceedings  of  that 
House;  he  believed  if  was  the  conse- 
quence of  the  violent,  unconstitutional, 
and,  he  most  say,  seditious  resistance  to 
the  legal  authority  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons. When  tliey  considered  the  bad 
spirit  that  was  abroad,  and  so  much  the 
worse  for  having  bean  taken  up  by  re- 
spectable meetings,  it  became  that  House 
to  resist  it.  He  was  sorry  for  this  spirit, 
but  would  trust  to  the  .good  sense  or  the 
people^  of  England.  He  should  not,  how- 
ever, wilfully  submit  to  the  degradation  of 
parliament. 

Lord  MiUm  felt  alarmed  lest  this  peti- 
tion should  be  rejected,  because  if  it 
should,  no  other  petition  could  ever  be 
received.  The  objection  of  the  right  hon. 
gentlemen  would  avail  against  all  peti- 
tions. What  could  be  the  subject  of  pe- 
tition but  the  complaint  of  injury  ?  If  the 
people  and  that  House  were  agreed,  there 
could  be  no  foundation  for  a  petition.  A 
short  time  since,  there  were  a  number  of 
Scotch  petitions^  complaining  of  the  in- 
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jory  the  disliUery  bHl  before  the  House 
would  do  the  petitioners ;  and  yet  no  .one 
of  them  waa  rejected  on  the  ground  of 
such  complaint;  but  the  learned  gent. 
(Mr.  Stephen)  objected  to  the  substance 
ii  the  petition.  He  was  glad  that  tho 
learned  gent,  had  let  out  the  secret  t  he 
was  rirjoiced,  if  such  was  the  intention,  to 
be  apprised  that  the  doors  of  that  House 
were  to  be  closed  against  the  legitimate 
complaints  of  the  people.  For  bis  liort, 
be  thought  highly  of  thf*  privileges  o^  that 
House,  and  that  they  actually  were  essen« 
tial  to,  and  belonged  to  it;  and  he  la* 
mented  as  much  as  any  man  that  a  petition 
such  as  that  under  consideration  should 
have  been  presented  against  them.  The 
hon.  and  learued  gent,  stated,  that  the  pe* 
titioners  had  no  more  right  than  the  peo- 
ple at  large  in  the  prayer  of  their  petition. 
But  what  was  the  right  of  petitioning} 
what  was  it  that  our  ancestors  fought  and 
bled  for?  The  doctrine  of  the  learned 
gent,  would  go  the  length  of  establishing, 
that  no  man  had  a  right  to  petition,  bn( 
the  man  who  had  an  interest  in  the  object 
of  the  petition.  He  was  by  no  means  sur* 
prised  at  the  conduct  d  the  right  hen. 
gentlemen  opposite  on  this  occasion,  be- 
cause on  the  subject  of  petitions*  they  ap- 
peared to  be  influenced  by  the  most  ex- 
travagant infatuation.  He  hoped  that  they 
had  at  length  arrit ed  at  the  end  of  these 
insults  to  the  people  by  the  rejection  of 
their  petitions. 

Mr.  Barham,.\(  he  thought  the  petition 
disrespectful,  should  vote  againu  it;  but 
so  far  Irom  thinking  so,  he  waa  convinoed 
of  the  contrary.  '  He  voted  ^  against  a 
former  petition,  because  he  considered  it 
a  studied  insult;  but  he  observed,  thia 
contained  a  studied  intention  not  to  oiOfend. 
It  was  impossible  to  conceive  how  the  al- 
legations of  ihei  petition  could  be  express- 
ed  in  more  decorous  terms.  He  was  sorry  to 
find  that  the  ritfht  hon.  secretary  bad  made 
the  (question  of  last  night  a  party-question* 
But  in  his  conscience  he  believed,  that  if 
the  right  hon.  gent,  could  lead  the  House 
to  reject  this  petition,  he  would  lead  it  to 
a  vote  which  must  be  expunged. 

Mr.  Lockhart  was  of  opinion  that  thn 
petition  ought  to  be  rejected,  because  it 
charged  that  House  with  the  highest  |)oli- 
tical  crime,  the  assumption  of  arbitrary 
power.  As  the  petition  was  worded  it 
appeared  not  intended  to  obtain  redress ; 
its  object  was  libel. 

Mr.  C.  Dmdaf  having  presented  the 
petition  felt  it  necessary  to  state,  that  the 
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meeting  from  wbttrh  the  'peiitien  i«m  pee- 
seated,  was  one  of  the  most  owBeroiis  and 
respectable  that  had  ever  been  convened 

"  ill  the  county.  He  excused  the  learned 
^ent.  opposite  for  what  he  had  said  of  that 
meeting,  from  his  ignorance  of  the  situa- 
tion, the  rank  and  the  ronoequence  of  the 
persons  assembled.  When  he  mentioned 
the  name  of  sir  John  Throgmorfconj  the 
House  would  be  sensible  that  h^  was  as 
high  in  rank,  in  honour,  in  talents,  and  in 
personal  respeotabflity,  as  any  gentleman 
in  or  out  of  that  House.  The  question 
^  now  was,  whether  the  representatives  were 
to  draw  up  their  petitions  for  the  people. 
Sir  James  Hall,  as  he  understood  the 
petition  to  charge  the  proceedings  oPthal 
House,  as  having  been  the  cause  of  the 
shedding  of  innocent  blood,  he  was  asto- 
nished that  any  gentleman  could  consi- 
der it  inoffensive.  AU  the  blood  that  was 
shed  was  the  consequence  of  the  idle  and 
boyish  mutiny  of  the  member  in  the 
Tower. 

,  Mr.  O.  Vamiuagi  regretted  that  any 
expression  shoald  have  been  introduced 
mto  the  petition,  which  could  give  rise  to 
a  supposition  that  the  petitioners  charged 
-upon  the  proceedings  of  that  House  the 
innocent  blood  shed.  He  muit  say  that 
the  military  behaved  with  exemplary 
moderation. 

Mr.  Yorhe  would  have  been  disposed  to 
lean  to  receiving  the  petitions  from  the 
people  ;  but  since  he  had  heard  the  peti- 
tion under  consideration  read,  he  was  sorry 
to  say  that  his  opinion  of  it  was,  that  it 
was  intended  as  an  insult  to  the  House. 
Entertaining  this  opinion,  therefore,  he 
di^  not  think  it  ought  to  be  suffered  to  be 
on  the  table.  The  rejection  of  the  petition 
besides,  would  not  be  any  injury  to  the  pe- 
titioners, because  they  might  next  aay 
preeent  another  petition  for  the  same  ob- 
ject, but  couched  in  decent  and  respectful 
lanRoage.  Whilst  he  considered  it  the 
undoubted  right  of  the  subject  to  petition, 
be  must  contend  that  it  was  consonant  to 
Che   practice  of  the  best  times,  that  such 

,  petitions  a«  were  presented  to  that  House 
or  to  the  Sovei^ien,  should  be  drawit  up 
with  delicacy,  and  not  made  the  vehicle 
of  insult  and  opprobrium.  If  that  opinion 
of  his  was  correct,  and  contained  the  true 
role  to  judge  hy,  the  question  really  was, 
what  wa9  it  that  the  petition  stated  ?  Here 
Jte  most  express  his  regret  for  the  mistaken 
notion  which  had  i^one  abroad  relative 
tc  the  privileges  of  that  House,  and  which 
had  led  to  the  resuluihey  had  lately  wit- 


nessed.    It  appeared   to    lum  tfant  mil 
knowledge  of  the  laws»  oc  of  «be  cceirti* 
tutio*  of  the  ^onotry,.  had  vanisbed  fiom 
the  minds  of  a  great  part,  tbough  ■•*  Um 
greater  part,  of  the  people  of  tliia  Gousrtry. 
Was  it  at  the  preeent  day  that  tbejr  alKmld 
have  to  debate  concenimg  the  prtTilcgee 
of  parlhunent  >    Were  they  yet  to  leam 
that  these  privilegea  were  a  part  of  the 
Gommon  law  of  the  land  ?    Coald  k   hm 
doubted  that  it  was  a  part  of  the  priwiieges 
of  that  Hoiiae  to  conrnit  for  coDtempt  ? 
The  time  he  trusted,  was  notso  £ir  diitMit 
when  that  question  would  be  decided  \pf 
the  best  authority  that  ceuld  detemine  it, 
and  when  every  deiitit  upon  this  importmnt 
subject  would  be  set  at  rest  for  ever.  With 
referenee  to  all  that  had  oeourred  on  this 
point,  he  happened  to  have  had  e  conii* 
derable  share,  in  having  recommended  to 
the  House  the  commitment  of  Gale  Jonet. 
On  the  best  consideration  -which  be  had 
since  been  able  to  bestow  upon  the  asbiect 
he  was  cohscientioualy  of  opinion,  that  m 
the  part  he  had  taken  he  was  right;  and 
that  in  the  course  the  House  had  adopted, 
it  was  justified  according  to  the  aoondcaa 
principles  of  the  constitution  of  perliainenl 
as  understood  in  the  very  best  peiSede  of 
our  history.     Qentlemen  would  beer  in 
mind  that  the  question  lor  thecommilnsent 
of  John  Gale  'Jones  was  agreed  to  in  a 
House    not  very  thinly  attended,    eswu 
con.    It  had  been  said,  and  much  innsted 
upon,  diat  it  was  not  prudent  to  take  such 
a  step,  or  to  exercise  the  privilege  upon 
such  an  occasion.      To  this  all  he  had 
to  aay^  was,  that .  it  appeared  to  him  a 
proper  time  for  the  House  to  make  a  stand, 
and  put  a  stop  to  that  flood  of  insult  and 
abuse,  which  threatened,  at  no  very  distant 
period,  to  overthrow   the  authority  and 
foundations  ofparliament.   It  might*  then, 
be  asked  why  he  had  not  brought  the  ques- 
tion under  the  consideration  of  the  House, 
until  his  own  name  was  introduced,  coupled 
with  that  of  another  member  (Mr.  Wind* 
ham)  now  unfortunately  no  more,  but  whose 
loss  would  be  ever  deplored  by  all  those  who 
were  friends  to  the  privileges  of  the  House 
and  the  constitutional  liberties  of  the  coon- 
try,  who  were  enemiea  to  the  phrensied 
speculations,  that  had  so  much  of  late  oc- 
cupied the  imaginations  of  wild  theorists 
and    innovators.    It    was  not,  however, 
without  the  concurrence  of  that  eminent 
person,  that  he  had  taken  the  course  that 
he  had  resorted  to.     He  had  consulted 
him,  and  had  his  sanction  for  every  step 
he  had  taken.    It  would  be  to  him  a  con* 
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•olatiM  «o  tii«  IstMl  Biwnent  of  hifHft,\ 

that  though  ha  difierad  on  many  poifiU 

from  that  aoat  ditiingnwbocl  statesman, 

he  had  tha  honour  to  have  concurred  with 

bun  upon  all  'die  great  principles  «f  the 

coatititttion*  upon  all  the  grand  ruieaaf 

order,  and  upon  the  uoalienil^  necessity 

of  maintaining  tha  ancient  emisting  estaln 

iiabtneni.    He  bad  no  apology  to  offer  for 

whnt  h«  had  done.    He  had  but  done  his 

dttiy.  If  Mr.  Gale  Jones  thought  his  com- 

■OHital  illegal  why  had  he  not  applied  for 

hia  habeas  corpus  ^    Why  had  not  sir  F. 

Biirdasi  if  he  thought  so  ?— why»  beeansa 

thoy  werecoD^ioeed  the  commitment  was 

legal.    If  Bot»  the  day  after  the  commit* 

BMMiW  they  might  have  had  their  habeaa 

end  been   liberated.    When    gentlemen 

talked  so  much  of  the  ienooent  blood  t^at 

hed  been  abed,  and  aiked  upon  whom  it 

ahotM  lie,  he  eeuU  have  no  hesitation  in 

nnawering  open  sir  F.  Burdett,  on  hia  head 

the  blood  will  lie  tall  the  day  of  judgmeas. 

If  it  was  necessarjr  for  him  to  juAify  his 

pnneiples*  at  was  mipomible  for  any  man 

to   contend  that  it  was  necessary  to  the 

extent  to  which  he  had  carriea  his  re- 

aiatance*  and  which  alone  had  led  to  the 

aheddingof  blood.    He  considersd,  that 

hosverer  if^nowmt  the  petitaoneia  mi^t  be 

of  itaecontltution,  yet  to  charge  the  Hoose 

directly  with  an  assumption  of  arbitrary 

Mwer»  with  breaking  opc»  the  house  of  an 

Mglisbman,  and  with  being  the  oocaaion 

•f  the  shedding  of  innocent  blood*  was  an 

ineult  so  marked^  that  It  must  have  been 

snaendedaasoefa. 

Mr.  Anad  was  astonished  ai  hearing  an 

boo*   and  learned  gent.   (Mr.  Stephen) 

apeak  so  lightly  of  reiectiag  a  petition  pre- 

senaad  on  the  part  of  so  respectable  a  per* 

lion  el  the  people.    If  he  were  to  examine 

thia  petitaon  minutely,  be  most  say  there 

was  no  charne  on  the  Hoose  of  Commons 

far  oansing  the  shedding  of  innocent  blood, 

aa  thfMre  were  entife  senlenceA  intervening 

Wween  the  eomplaint  of  the  conduct  of 

Ae  House  of  Commons  and  the  mention  of 

that  cireumsiancew    When  it  had  been 

ataitad  ibat  the  meeting  was  attended  by 

every  thing  that  waa  most  respectable  in 

die  county.  It  could  laot  be  supposed  that 

k  was  theur  intentien  to  insult  the  House. 

lir.  Oumgr  said»  that  the  friendship  he 

knr  entertaanad  for  the  hon.  baronet  (sir 

F.  jBuidettK  made  it  impcasible  for  him 

nojkto  advert  to  seme  expressions  which 

had  follen  fruma  right  hon.  gent.  (Mr. 

Vorke}.    He  had  said  thai  the  blood  of 

the  inneceot  peraaoa  who  bad  lost  their 


lfves,arti8iraAtotfaeda};ofjirfgdnkit  cw 
the  head  of  the  hon.  baronet  Now  wbst 
was  it  that  the  hon.  baronet  had  done } 
He  had  only  maintained  what  hecoiicerved 
to  he  the  political  rights  of  Englishmen. 
The  hon.  baronet  denied  that  the  House 
had  legally  the  right  to  imprison  the  subw 
jects  of  this  country  by  their  own  autho- 
rity ^  and  being  of  thatopinion,  be  would! 
not  yield  a  willing  obedience  to  their 
warrant,  but  resolved  to  shot  his  door^ 
sod  try  whether  the  House  of  Commonv 
weuki  go  the  length  of  breaking  into  hie 
house.  .He  wo«dkl  net  say  whether  hit 
hon.  friend  was  right  or  wrong  in  his  opt** 
nion,  but  he  was  convinced  tint  it  waa  an 
opinion  which  he  seriously  and  conseien* 
tieudy  entertained.  He  tkoogfat  that  bad 
motives  ought  not  to  be  lightly  imputed 
to  any  men;  and  if  the  right  non.  gent* 
chose  to  say  that  the  innocent  blood  whicb 
was  spilt  was  on  the  head  of  sir  F.  Bordettf 
be  would  be  fully  as  well  satisfied  in  say* 
ing,  that  it  was  on  the  head  of  that  riahi 
hon.  gent.  He  concluded  by  moving  thaC 
the  debate  be  adjourned. 

The  CktmctUor  qf  the  Exch^utr  opposed- 
the  adjournment,  as  be  thought  that  the 
subject  had  already  been  sufficiently  de- 
bated. 

Mr.  C  Jkmdag  expressed  a  wish  thai 
the  hon.  gent.  Would  Withdraw  his  raotien 
for  the  adjournment. 

Mr.  Wkiiirmd  coincided  in  that  recom* 
mendalKO ;  and  to  shew  that  he  did  no! 
widh  to  protract  the  debate,  he  would  ab* 
stain  ftxmi  replying  to  ntany  things  which 
had  foUen  horn  the  first  lord  of  the  ad^ 
miralty,  although  certainly  that  right  bom 
gent,  had  given  considerable  provocationas 
But  when  the  right  hon.  gent.^  denounced 
a  member  of  that  House,  a  member  of 
society,  and  stated  that  innocent  blooA 
was  upon  his  head,  he  would  say,  what  he 
shoula  be  very  sorry  to  say,  that  either 
upon  the  head  of  the  hon.  hart,  or  on  that' 
of  the  right  hon*  gent,  himself^  was  this 
blood  to  rest  till  washed  off  at  the  day 
of  judgment  He  thought  no  man  should 
hastily  impute  bad  mottres,  and  that  all 
should  remember  that  prqcept  of  H0I5 
Writ,  <<  Judge  not  lest  ye  be  judged/' 

The  House  then  divided  :  For  receiring 
the  petition  30;  For  rejecting  it  7 6.<i->The 
Petition  was  of  coarse  rejected. 
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TSB  AttO^AUCK    TO    TtIS  LoRD  LiBimi* 

MAirr  OP  iRBUeMO.]  The  Chancellor  qf 
HM  Exchequer  fN'esented  the  following  Mes* 
iftge  from  his  Majesty : 

"  6  A. ;  Hh  Majesty  finds  it  neces* 
lary  to  acquaint  his  laithfol  Commons, 
that  the  salary  and  appointments  attached 
to  the  office  of  the  loro  lieutenant  of  Ire- 
liMid  (which,  in  compliance  with  an  Ad- 
dress'from  the  Houso  of  Commons  in  Ire- 
land, were  raised  by  his  Majeiity  in  the 
year  1783  to  20«000/.  per  annam)»  have 
been  found  of  late  years  quite  inadequate 
to  the  expences  necessarily  incident  to 
the  dignity  and  due  maintenance  of  that 
high  and  important  office,  which  has  in 
consequence  proved  extremely  burthen- 
some,  in  a  pecuniary  point  of  Tiew,  to  the 
distinguished  persons  who  have  succes- 
sively held  it :  his  Majesty,  therefore,  re- 
commends it  to  this  House,  to  consider  of 
the  means  of  enabling  him  to  make  such 
an  augmentation  to  the  present  allow- 
ances of  the  lord  lieutenant  as  may  appear 
to  be  sufficient  for  the  due  support  of  his 
office.  .  G.  R.'* 

Ordered  to  be  taken  into  consideration 
lo*morrow. 

^[Mr«  Windham — Nbw  Writ  for 
Hicham  Fbrrbrs.]  Lord  Milion  rose,  and 
in  a  tone  which  the  strength  of  hisf  feelings 
frequently  rendered  inaudible,  spoke  to  the 
following  effect:  In  moving,  Sir,  for  a  new 
writ  for  Higham  Ferrers,  I  feel  it  to  be 
my  duty  to  speak  of  that  illustrioiis  man 
whose  death  has  occasioned  the  present 
motion.  It  would  have  been  better  if  the 
performance  of  that  duty  had  devolved 
Bpon  some  more  competent  person;  at  the 
same  tijne,  I  must  say,  that  connected,  at 
I  had  the  honour  to  be  with  that  illustrious 
man,  my  heart  vrould  have  upbraided  me 
if  I  bad  seen  any  person  whatever  more 
eager  to  do  that  justice  than  myself.  I 
decline  to  take  that  course,  for  which  are 
tome  examples,  with  rep;ard  to  other  dis- 
tingiMihed  individuals,  m  consequence  of 
t^fe  last  strict  injunctions  of  my  deceased 
friend^  and  in  the  observations  which  I 
mean  to  submit  to  you,  I  do  not  wish  to 
allude  to  any  particular  part  of  his  public 
conduct,  lest  such  allusion  should  tend  to 
create  the  slightest  diflference  of  opinion 
among  those  who  are  willing  to  do  honour 
to  his  memory.  When  I  speak  of  his 
great  talents  and  unsullied  integrity,  I  foel 
confident  that  no  difference  can  arise, 
either  among  those  who  agreed  or  those 
Who  disagrewi  with  him.  All  persons  ad- 
m^  the  spiendoor  of  ius  genius^  the  extent 


of  his  ability,  the  valaelnd  the  ^teriety  of 
his  mental  acquirements ;   all  who  have 
had  any  opportunity  of  witnewing  the  dio- 
play  of  his  vigorous,  his  instmetiTe,  hit 
rich  and  polished  eloquence,  will,  I  am 
persuaded,  concur  with  me  in  the  opiitioD, 
that  his  death  has  caused  a  great,  and  per« 
haps,  an  irreparable  vacancy  in  tbiaHcnne. 
But  ia  addition  to  all  the  qnalitic*  of  ge* 
nius,  information  and  integrity,  Which  gob* 
fessedly  belonged  to  my  lamented  {nencU 
there  was  one  character  vrhick  attached  to 
him  in  a  most  eminent  degree — (Here  te 
noble  lord  was  quite  oppressed  hy  hia 
emotion,  and  there  was  a  lend  and  general 
cry  of  hear,  bear,  bear  !)«-I  believe,  re* 
sumed  the  noble  lord,  that  it  will  ever  re- 
main in  the  memory  of  this  House,  thai 
among  the  most  interesting  pecaliarities 
which  distinguished  my  firiendwaa  an  mi* 
daunted    intrepidity    under    all  circmiH 
stances,  such  indeed  as  rarely  foils  to  the 
lot  of  man,  and  a  manly  promptitude  to 
speak  his  mind  upon  all  occasions.     He 
was  the  man  of  whom  more  than  another 
it. might  well  be  said— 

Kon  eivimn  ardor  prava  jubeatiniBL 
Nod  wltns  imtBotis  tyimimi 
MeoteqoBtitaolidA. 

He  was  the  man  who  was  nerer  to  be 
moved  from  his  purpose,  or  relaxed  ia  bh 
exertion  bv  any  considerations,  either  of 
fear  or  of  favour— no,  never  was  he  to  be 
warped  from  the  'honest  dictates  of  hia 
own  mind.  This-quality/  always  io  valu* 
able,  and  which,  on  all  occasiona,  coik 
ferred  such  peculiar  importance  upon  his 
sentiments,  renders'  his  loss  at  prewnt  an 
Aggravated  national  calamity.  For  never, 
perhaps,  was  it  more  necessary  that  pubhc 
men  should  not  shrink  from  their  duties, 
but  act  firmly  and  consistently  with  the 
dictates  of  an  honest  aa4  unbiassed  opi- 
nion. While  I  dilate  upop  the  merits  of 
my  deceased  firiend,  it  is  my  wish  to'ab* 
stain  from  any  thing  like  exaggeratioo. 
It  was  very  rarely  his  lot  to  obtaiii  vrhat 
is  usually  termed  popularity.  But,  if  it 
be  true,  as  it  has  often  been  remarked, 
that  rarely  high  character  and  popelarity 
are  to  be  found  joined  together,  his  fote 
fornbhed  an  impressive  illustration  of  that 
remark.  There  may  be  persons  ready  to 
follow  the  inclination  of  what  is  calUd  po» 
pularity  respecting  my  friend.  Boi  al- 
though' he  may  not  nave  the  fovnur  of 
such  persons,  sure  I  am,  that  in  no  peri  of 
his  coodact  did  he  ever* want  the  sanction 
of  an  approving  conscience—ill  at  in  no 
ii^tance  whatever  waa  he  iritboot  that 


4571        VASL IMSBAIBB^  Jom  7,  ISIO^Jttw  FKtjbiS  fii^KM  Ferron.        ftf» 

highest  of  human  gratiftcfttkms.    No,  hif  n 
honoarable  mind  was  ever  consciotis  that 
if  it  did  not  enjoy,  at  least  it  deserved  the 
good  opinion  of  the  country .-»That  lie  ac* 
taally  had  the  good  opinion  of  all  those 
who  are  capable  of  truly  appreciatinR  cha- 
racter, I  have  not  the  slightest  doubt. 
Among  all  those  who  attach  any  value  to 
real  pubKc  virtue  and  talent,  I  am  firmly 
persuaded  that  no  man  ever  stood  higher. 
If  he  had  faults  and  indiscretions,  which 
of  us  are  without  them  ?  but  his  faults  and 
hidiscretions  were  not  of  any  ordinary  cast, 
for  they  sprang  from  no  ordinary  source. 
They  were  not  the  eilect  of  any  deficiency 
of  understanding  or  lewness  of  'view— no, 
hot 'of  that  high-minded  generosity  which 
was  his  peculiar  characteristic. .  His  dis- 
interestedness was  wholly  uoipiestionable. 
Nerer  did  he  appear  to  regard  in  the 
slightest  de^e  in  what  manner  his  public 
conduct  might  affect   himself— how   it 
might  impair  bis  character  or  his  circmn- 
stances.     Influenced  alone  by  what  he 
conceived  to  be  right,  he  steadily  pur- 
sued it  vnthout  any  dread  of  consequences* 
Whether  his  ideas  of  right  or  wrofie  were 
generally  correct,  or  whether  results  ge- 
nerally justified  those  ideas,  certain  I  am 
that  I  anticipate  the  concunrenoe  of  those 
who  cloielv  observed  him,  that  the  feel* 
ings  and  the  motives  I  have  described, 
were  the  uniform  cnides  of  his  conduct — 
At  an  early  period  of  his  life,  he  had  at- 
tached  himself  to   another   great   man 
(Mr.  Burke)  whose  loss  the  country  had 
already  deplored.    He  imbibed  from  that 
great  character  those  opinions  which  he 
iDTariably  pursued;   and  though,  at  one 
time,  it  might  be  said,  that  he  became  ex- 
ceedingly alartned  at  what  some  might 
regard  as  improvements,  but  what  others 
might  consider  as  innovations,  it  proceed- 
ed from  a  reverential  awe  for  the  true 
principles  of  the-  constitution.^— The  no- 
hle  lord  then  exprest  that  it  had  been  his 
wish  to  avoid  any  thing  which  could  tend 
to  excite  controversy  and  to  confine  him- 
self to  those  jioints,  upon  which  controversy 
was  impossible,    h  was  his  wish  to  say 
something  on  those  parts  of  bis  character 
which  others  might-  not  have  had  oppor- 
tunities of  observmg,  but  he  felt  himself 
unequal  to  the  task.    Perhaps  it  was  un- 
necessary that  he  should  do  so.  The  House 
knew  ins  public  character;  and  certain  he 
was,  that  among  his  friends  and  foes  there 
was  bot«ne  opinion-  -that  in  his  death 
they  had  sosuined  a  loss  which  perhaps 
^  yovigest  among  tkem  migiii  9ot  live 


tosee  repiiirtd.    Having  Uius  unburdened' 
Ids  own  mind,  on  the  occasion,  he  believed 
he  had  no  moreto  say.    Had  he  not  so 
expressed  himself* his  conduct mighthava 
been  justly  considered  more  extraordinary. 
He  lamented  whajt  be  had  said  had  been 
so  inelegantly'  spoken,  but  -he  was  not 
able  sufficiently  to  master  his  feelings  to' 
express  himself  as  he  could  wish.     He 
concluded  by  moving—''  That  the  Speaker 
do  issue  his  writ  for  a  burgess  to  serve  in 
parliament  for  the  borough  of'  Higham-* 
Ferrers,  in  the  room  of  the  right  hon.  Wil«* 
liam  Windham,  deceased .'' 

Mr.  Camtmg,  though-  he  had  beSn  l<Hig 
in  the  habit  of  opposing  the  public  con- 
duct of  the  illustrious  character  now  no- 
more,  lose  to  bear  his  testimony  to  those 
talents  and  Tntues  which  had  distinguished 
Mr.  Windham's  splendid  career.    He  felt 
equally  with  the  n<^le  lord,  the  impoasi* 
btlitj  of 'doing  justice  to  talents  so  exalted, 
to  virtues-  so  rare.    Among  all  the  storms 
and  all  the  contests  which  had  raged  in 
his  time,  whatever  might  have  been  the ' 
frenzy  of  the  moment,  he  above  all,  had' 
avoided  the  appearance  and  the  realitr 
of  soliciting  popular  approbation.    But  if* 
his  conduct  had  not  made  him  the  objc^  • 
of  transient  popularity,  it  had  secured  him' 
what  was  of  greater  value,  lasting  and  on- 
perishable  admiration.    At  no  time  could- 
so  great  a  character  pay  the  last  debt  of 
nature,  without  leaving  a  chasm  much  to* 
be  deplored,  and  difficult  to  fill  up ;  but 
never  was  there  a  period  at  which  nis  loss' 
could  be  mora  sensibly  folt  than  at  the* 
present    Throughout  his  life,  from  a  sin- 
cere sense  of  public  doty,  he  had  exposed* 
himself  to  every  threatening  evil,  in  what 
he  conceived  to  be  the  cause  of  his  conn* 
try.— He  had  left  them  a  proof  that  con* 
duct  so  upright,  if  not  calculated  to  gain 
the  applause  of  a  party,  was  certain  of 
coBciliatinff  universal  esteem.    It  had  often 
been  his  (Mr.  Canning's)  fotc,  during  the 
time  he  had  been  his  contemporary,  to  op*  * 
pose  his  public  conduct.    This  he  had' 
frequently  done,  thinking  he  (Mr.  Wind- 
ham) carried  the  best  principles  to  an  ex* 
cess,  but  never  once  had  he  su^cted  his 
motives  to  be  dishonourable.— There  was 
a  selfishness  of  which  it  was  difficult  for  a* 
public  man  to  divest  himself— the  selfish 
pleasure  of   pleasing  those  with  whom 
they  were  in  the  habit  of  acting;  but* 
superior  still,  even  of  this  most  amiably' 
of  all  selfish  feelings  had  Mr.  Windham.' 
been  acquitted,'   both  by    his   political 
friends  and  opponents*    when  he  reeok 
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b6|ed  the  aoompliabaieQts  l^y  whWi  Ikst 
gre^i  cbarict«r  had  b^mn  grao«d-*when 
l^e  coasidered  the  extMit  of  hit  know- 
ledge, and  Ibe  iorce  of  his  eloquence, 
whkh,  if  not  the  most  commaDding  jthey 
bad  ever  heard,  was  the  most  insinuatiBg-^ 
which,  if  it  did  not  convince,  delighted  all 
who  heard  k,  made  them  feel  with  the 
man  while  speakings  and  enter  into  his 
heart,  he  ooiUd  not  but  feel  somewhat  re- 
conciled to  that  which  had  been  called 
**  n  blot  in  our  constitution/'  He  aHnded 
to  the  boroughs  of  which  so  many  con- 
plaints  had  been  BMMlew  He  did  not  smy 
that  if  none  such  abeady  exiiled  in  the 
constitution;  he  would  crea^  thea,  but 
among  iha  n^easary  imperfections  of  our 
svston,  he  tbonght  it  musl  bo  admitted 
that  they  had  fumed  tea  good  account.*-* 
Tho  noble  lord  had  concluded  his  speech 
hy  mofing  that  a  new  writ  bo  issued  for 
toe  borough  of  Highaim  Ferrers— that 
was  one  of  tboso  bocougba  held  up  m  de- 
feotain  the  parliamentary  repreienfatien 
of  that  Hooae.  He  begged  the  Heuse 
would  aeeollent  that  when,  from  a  loss  of 
popnlaritf ,  that  right  hen.  gentleman  was 
doprifed  of  a  aent  for  his  natiTc  county, 
tM  House  had  bean  indebted  for  the  ser- 
▼ices  and  the  aptendid  talents  of  Mr. 
Windham  to  the  borough  of  Higham 
Vcarers. 

'   A  new  writ  wns  then  ordered  to  be  is- 
aacd  for  the  said  borough. 

[CAPVAiNFosnaTT.]  Mr.i^Mfeiensaid, 
ha  ^posed  that  many  gentlemen  might 
have  hn^^d  that  In  consequence  of  a 
reoani  efeait  he  should  hoTo  pestponed  the 
mnsidemtion  of  the  preaent  subject.  He 
felt  as  much  abhorrence  as  any  man  could 
possiMv  do  at  the  cruel  and  barbaraus 
attaok  lately  made  upon  tho  ro^l  person- 
age who  waa  tho  auk^t  of  this  PetitioB. 
[See  vol.  19,  p.  75 1 .]  In  censequenceof  thu 
cironmstaKioe,  be  was  ansious  to  postpone 
the  question,  protided  it  did  not  interfere 
with  the  individual  interestoof  capt  FoskeU, 
or  4fce  general  intoiesis  of  the  army,  which 
ho  considered  equally  ihvolred.  From 
any  deliboration  on  the  subject  he  was, 
howen^er,  reUevod  on  that  day  by  a  mes- 
sage from  his  royal  highness  the  duke  of 
Cumberland*  desiring  if  possible,  that  the 

^81100  might  be  no  longer  deferred, 
was  well  assare  thst  in  proposing  the 
Qonsidovation  of  the  present  Petition  many 
sanoos  diScukita  must  arise.  That  House 
was  in  genesa)  indisposed  to  the  considera* 
tion  of  military  sabjects— thejr  seemed  to 
M(m  Ihemwifha  superstitio»--a  kind 
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rof  sacred  awe,  as  if  thoy  were  inaccessible 
to  common  view,  and  ought  to  remain  uzi* 
touched  and  unpolluted,  in  a  sort  ofsanctttm 
sm^dorum.    He  was  ready  to  allow   that 
there  w^re  very  few  cases  io  which  nn  in* 
terference  wi*h  the  kiog:'s  prerogative  was 
advisable;   but    he    would    aay^    where 
grievances  were  refused  to  be  redreaaed. 
it  was  the  duly  of  that  Houm  to  make  a 
respectful  remonstrance,  and  if  afier  thia 
remonstrance   such    military    grievances 
still  remained,  they  ought  then  io  with- 
hold the  supplies  of  the  army.     The  c:nse 
of  captain  FoskeU  waso  peculiar  orievanc^ 
a  case  in  which  a  stai|i)i(^  I'^w  of  the  army 
had  been  violated*  to  the  detriment /»f  an 
unoffending  individuals—The  hoo»  Bsea»- 
her  here  stated  the  three  grounds  of  com* 
plaint  against  the  duke  of  Cumberlnad; 
the  first  of  which  waa  an  attempt  to  force 
a  junior  offiicer  over  the  littA  of  cnpfeaia 
Fosket^    The  second,  detaining  iiim  a4 
home  when  the  regiment  waa  ordered  on 
foreign  service ;  and  the  third  wna,  the 
refusal  to  him  of  regular  leave  of  ahaence. 
The  hon.  member  proved  those  grievaoaM 
by  a  reference  to  several  mihinry  don^ 
ments  which  had  nassed  upon  the  aohjact. 
He  then  proceedea  to  defend  captain  Fsa* 
kett  from  several  cbargea  whkh  imd  been 
made  against  him  by  an  hatik  gaaeral  op- 
posite, and  particuiarlY  from  themcnm 
tion  with  respect  to  the  duel.    He  eb» 
served  however,  that  ode  of  captain  Foe* 
kett's  alleged  grievances  took  place  bafeae 
the  chiel,  so  that  it  could  not  neasibly  be 
fairiy  introduced  to  palliate  the  i^iuilicn 
towards  hira«    If  there  was  any  thing  en* 
fair  in  the  duel,  the  way  would  have  been 
to  have  brought  him  to  trial  at  the  time* 
and  not  keep  it  hanging  over  him  sa  icr* 
rorem  on  every  sabseouent  occasion.    The 
fact  was,  however,  teat  no  charge  of  in- 
humanity could  he  broughtagainst  captaus 
Foskett  on  that  occasion,  as  he.  had  unt* 
formly  evinced  a  disposition  to  concilia- 
tion.   How,  he  would  ask,  was  it  possible 
for  an  oficer  to  shape  his  conducti  H  he 
was  equaMy  liable  to  dismissal  for  fighting 
or  not  fighting  ? — He  then  read  several  let* 
ters  on  the  subject  of  the  duel  spoken  o^ 
which  he  thought  went  to  eicuipale  him 
from  any  charges  made  against  his  cha- 
racter, as  the  handsome  testimony  borne 
by  Wallsce,  the  antagonist  of  the  officer 
to  whom  capt.  Foskett  was  second,  esiab* 
lishdd  the  propriety  of  his  conduct  in  the 
most  sattsfeotory  manner.     When  m  much 
was  said  by  the  hort.  general  on  the  enor« 
ty  e£  pialolavrith  hair  txiggprn  hcinf 
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tUttd  on  that  oecuiMij  he  did  boI  knoff*  at 
be  sboald  ha? e  thouglil  tha  Jion*  ofiieer 
moat,  that  all  daelUog  pistols  had  hair 
tiiggen*    Whaa,  hairavar,  it  was  proTed 
that  tha  pistols  ased  had  not  hair  tnggers, 
what  becama  of  that  charge  ?   As  to  the 
nnaaber  of  ehats  fired,  he  thoaght  when 
gentlemen  went  oat  to   fight,  aAd    not 
merely  to  produce  a  Cjsrtaia  expioaion,  no 
blame,  could  on  that  account  attach  itself 
to  the  seconds.    On  a  view  of  all  the  cir* 
cumstanres»  he  thought  capt.  Foskett  had 
conducted  himself  with  becoming  modera- 
tion, like  a  gentlemsn,  end  like  a  man  of 
bonour.    He  thought  it  most  unjust  and 
BttbTersive  of  all  equity » that  charges  should 
be  made  against  a  man«  when  a  trial  was 
denied.    Nothing  could  justify  thus  hold- 
ing an  indefinite  charge  over  a  man's  head. 
Having*  as  he  hoped>  satisfied  the  House 
of  the  honourable  conduct  of  captain  Fos-* 
kett  with  respect  to  the  duel,  he  would 
next  come  to  tne  great  charge,  relating  to 
the  inefficiency  of  his  troqp.    On  this  part 
of  the  aabject  he  could  have  na  more  de- 
cieire    evidence    than    that    of    captain 
Foskett's  superior  officers,  which  with  per* 
mission  he  would  read  to  the  House.  Here 
the  hon.  member  read  letters  from  col. 
Anson*    majors    Forrester*    Leitch,   and 
othess,  who  had  been  field  officers  of  the 
15th  Light  Pragoone,  bearing  full  and  ho- 
nourable testimony   to  captain  Foskett's 
character  as  an  officer.  After  such  testimo* 
nials  he  should  be  anxious  to  see  how  the 
hon.  general  would  endeavour  to  sustain  the 
assertions  of  negligence  and  inefficiency 
which  he  had  so  profusely  thrown  out 
in  a  former  debate.     The  letters  which 
he  had  just  read*  he  contended*  vrere  con- 
clusive answers  to  the  chargesrespecting  the 
duel  and  inefficiency.  They  were  not  to  be 
shaken  by  open  calumny  or  unblushing  as- 
eertions«    These  testimonials  would  live  in 
the  minds  of  all  honourable  men,  when  it 
would  be  fortunate  for  those  who  endea* 
voured  to  impeach  them  if  their  slanders 
should  moaMer  into  oblivion.  Before  he  re- 
ferred to  the  article  of  war*  which  he  intend- 
ed to  make  the  basis  of  the  motion  he  should 
have  the  honour  to  propose*  it  was  neces- 
sary for  him  to  state  on  what  foundation  it 
rested.    He  was  aware  that  his  Majesty 
had  power  to  alter  the  articles  of  war,  but 
ao  long  as  be  absuined  from  doing  it*  they 
were  to  all  intents  and  purposes  the  law  of 
the  array.    They  were  confirmed  by  the 
annual  mutiny  act.    They  were  binding  on 
every  person  serving  in  the  army  from 
the  highest  to  the  kwest  ^  for  it  was  net 


to  bepreaamadthat  there  was  to  be  ona 
code  of  military-  discipline  Sot  tha  royal 
dukes,  and  another  for  the  test  of  th^^  amy. 
—The  boo.  member  here  read  the  1st  ar» 
ticleofthe  r^tb  section  of  the  articles  of 
war*  and  contended  that  it  was  intended  to 
afibrd  redress  against  every  specks  off  an^ 
litary  oppremion,  and  was  not  resUjcted 
to  pecuniary  grievances.  On  this  point  the 
article  was  clear*  was  unequivocal*  bet 
coupled  with  and  explained  by  other  aiw 
tides  in  the  same  code*  it  was  decisive* 
It  was  the  doty  of  the  Hoose  to  see  thai 
the  military  law  was  equally  admli|istered 
to  all  descriptions  of  persons  to"  whom  it 
applied.  The  right  boo-  the  Chsnoeike 
of  the  Excheouer  stoted  when  the  qaea« 
lion  was  last  nefore  the  House,  that  the 
article  applied  only  to  pecuniary  grieve 
anoes.  Good  God  !  were  they  to  tml  tha 
British  army  that  if  the  character  of  an 
officer  was  aspersed*  if  his  humanity  was 
impeached*  if  his  knowledge  of  bis  pro« 
fession  was  called  in  question*  that  ha  waa 
to  have  no  redreu*  bat  that  if  he  wat 
wronged  of  sixpence  of  his  pay  hiseom* 
plaints  might  reach  the  ear  of  the  ]Cing^ 
But  the  best  proof  that  the  article  wia  not 
so  understood  was  to  be  found  in  the  answer 
of  the  commander  in  chief.  That  answer 
did  not  state  that  the  article  applied  only 
to  pecuniary  concerns*  but  that  he  saw  no 
grounds  to  forward  cfapt.  Foskett's  memo* 
rial  to  his  Majesty.  But  it  was  asked  what 
use  was  there  in  going  to  the  House  of 
Commoni*  when  capu  foskett  mif^t  have 
gone  to  hi«  Majesty  fo»  redress.  To  thie 
he  would  reply  there  was  no  acesss  to  the 
King  on  such  subjects  but  thvoogh  the 
office  of  the  commander  in  chief.  At 
law  no  redress  could  be  had  except  against 
the  sentence  of  a  court  martial.  It  waa 
said  that  if  this  applicatioo  waa  listened 
to*  the  House  would  be  exposed  to  the  in* 
couveaienre  of  officers  flocking  to  it  from 
all  parte  with  petitions  and  liste  of  ariev* 
ances.  It  might  be  so*  and  he  should  re^ 
joice  in  the  estebhshment  of  such  a  pvece* 
dent.  He  wished  to  shew  the  efficeia  of 
the  British  army*  that  in  cases  of  oppiea* 
sicn  and  persecution*  not  provided  against 
by  the  articles  of  war*  there  was  a  tribunal 
to  which  they  could  appeal.  If  the  mo* 
tion  he  intended  to  propose  was  rejected^ 
officers  henceforth  would  have  no  means  of 
making  known  their  grievances  to  his  Me* 
jesty.  They  might  as  well  be  toldtbejr 
had  no  rights*  and  that  the  srticles  of  war^ 
as  far  as  they  concerned  them*  were  mere 
mocker/.  The  motion  ha  intended  to  9m^ 


4tfS] 


FAKL.  JiBBA!SE&,  Jom^  7,  ]8l0.^a$»l«ai FoAtU. 


C4M 


oliide  with  would  not  tend  ,to  rob  the 
KiBg  of  a  pvticle  of  his  prerogafciTe. 
He  would  .  aimpl V  propose  a  Re^olation 
of  censure '  on  the  commander  in  chief 
for  not  transmitting  the  memorial  of 
captain'  Foskett  to  his  Msyesty,  as  he 
was  boond  by  the  articles  of  war  to  do> 
and  he  should  then  move  an  Address  to 
his  Majesty,  aoquaunting  him  of  the  re- 
fusal of  the  commander  inchief  to  transmit 
captain  Foskett's  memorial,  and  praying 
his  Majesty  to  order*an  enquiry  into  all  the 
circumstances  of  the  case. 

The  Resolutions  having  been  handed  to 
the  chair,  the  first,  which  recited  the  1st 
article  of  the  V2th  section  of  the  articles 
ofwar,  having  been  read, 
•   General  Crmfiird  said,that  having  been 
so  fnequentiy  alluded  to  by  the  honoura- 
ble member,  he  felt  it  incumbent  on  him 
to^take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  ofiering 
himself  to  the  House.     His  sentiments  on 
this  subject  remained  unaltered.   Nothing 
hehad  read,  nothing  he  had  heard  from 
the  hon.  member, .  produced   the   least 
change  in  them.    The  motion  he  consi- 
dered as  of  the  most  dangerous  tendency. 
li  went  to  nothing  less  than  to  wrest  the 
command  of  tthe  army  ffom  the  Crown. 
If  the  allegations  in  the  petition  of  the 
table  should  be  established  against  the 
commander  in  chief,  and  the  duke  of  Cum- 
berland, the  one  would  be  unfit  to  com- 
mand the  army,  and  the  other  the  regi- 
ment of  which  he  was   colonel.      The 
House  was  not  aware  of  the  mischief  pro- 
duced by  the  publication  of  these  charges, 
and  it  was  for  the  purpose  of  arresting  it 
that  he  offered  himselr  on  a  former  occa* 
sion,  as  well  as  the  present,  to  the  House. 
When  he  took  upon  himself  to  answer  the 
allegations  in  the  petition,  he  did  so  from 
documents  in  his  possession.    He  had  a 
written  statement  of  every  tittle  which  he 
uttered  on  the  subject  in  the  House.    He 
had  adso  the  authorities  of  the  parties  to 
that  statement  to  sive  up  their  names  if  it 
should  be  required.    He  disclatmc^d,  and 
he  trusted  the  House  would  give  credit 
to  the  assurance,  being  actuated  by  any 
4eelings  of  a  personal  nature  on  the  occa- 
sion ;    he  acted  only  as  the  advocate  of 
the  parties  who  furnished  him  with  the 
documents.   When  capt.  Foskett's  pamph- 
let  appeared,  he  read  it  over  with  the 
greatest  attention,  and  then-  went  to  the 
parties  and  desired  them  to  consider  whe- 
|ber  some  inaccuracy   might  not    have 
crept  into  the  sutement  they  had  autho- 
sised  him  to  nakej  which  they  might 


wish  to  correct.  So.iar  ftom  thia  bciag 
the  ease,  they  persisted  in  the  accuracy 
of  their  first  statement.  One  of  these  c^ 
ficers  was  colonel  Grant,  who,  though  not 
in  the  regiment  at  the  time  the  ^tncl  took 
place,  was  perfectly  acquainted  irith  all 
Its  circumstances:  another  was  HeiHeBaiit 
and  adjutant  Jones,  who  had  been  14 
years  in  the  15th  dragoons,  and  desired 
that  his  name  mi^ht  be  mentioned.  To 
prove  that  hair  triggers  were  osed,  con- 
trary to  what  was  stated  in  captain  Fos- 
kett's  pamphlet,  this  officer  declared  that 
lieutenant  Wallace  told  him  that  it  was 
in  the  act  of  setting  a  hair  trigger  that 
his  pistol  went  off,  and  which  dwchafge 
was  reckoned  as  a  shot.  But  ffranling  all 
that  was  stated  in  the  book,  there  was  no 
material  difference  between  his  stntencat 
and  that  of  the  hon.  member.  He  stated 
chat  the  principals  in  the  duel  had  ad- 
vanced three  paces,  whereas  it  turned  out 
they  advanced  but  two.  The  h<m.  mem- 
ber had  asked  if  persons  who  went  out  to 
fi^ht  a  duel  on  gross  pnovocatiosi,  were  to 
withdraw  or  shake  hands  after  u  shot  or 
two.  He  thought  they  should,  and  he  had 
seen .  a  great  deal  more  of  that  basiness 
than  the  hon.  member,  though  he  was  not 
half  so  bloody-minded.  Had  captain 
Foskett  been  ^  brought  to  trial  for  his  con- 
duct respecting  the  duel,  that  court  mar- 
tial would  be  highly  criminal  which 
should  not  have  sentenced  him  to  be 
cashiered.— With  respect  to  stoppiae  the 
promotion  in  the  regiment,  his  royal  high- 
ness the  duke  of  Cumberland  admitted 
that  he  had  recommended  the  second 
captain  in  the  regiment  for  prpmotion^  in 
preference  to  captain  Foskett,  This  he 
had  done  from  the  opinion  he  had  formed 
of  captain  Foskett's  inefficiency  ;  an  opi- 
nion that  was  confirmed  by  the  report  of 
col.  Seymour  and  adjutant  Jones.  The 
latter  had  positively  described  him  as  a 
negligent  troop  officer.  Such  also  was 
the  opinion  of  col.  Grant,  since  he  had  got 
into  the  regiment.  He  maintained  that 
the  succession  of  the  oldest  captain  to  a 
vacant  majority  was  not  always  a  matter 
of  course,  for  an  officer  might  be  compe- 
tent to  comtiaand  a  troop,  and  yet  be  in- 
adequate to  the  duties  of  'a  field  officer. 
Such  was  the  predicament  in  which  cap- 
tain Foskett  stood.  All  the  documents  in 
his  possession  clearly  proved  this.  (A 
call  of  Read,  read.)  He  wassorrv  he  could 
not  comply  with  the  wishes  of  the  gen- 
tlemen on  the  other  side,  for  he  had  net 
I  the  dooumonts  about  him.    He  had  left 
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them  at  home*  ufran  the  oonrietion  that 
he  would  not  be  allotred  to  read  them ; 
and  iodeeU  be  was  much  surprised  to  see 
the    House    allow  the  hon.  member  to 
read  letters  and  pamphlets  as  part  of  his 
•peech.-— There  was  another  charge   be 
also  had  to  make  against  captain  Foskett, 
and  that  was  his  being  party  to  a  breach 
of  discipline,  in  conniving  at  the  two  of- 
ficers  withdraiving  from  arrest.    The  in- 
tended duel  having  been  rumoured^  ad- 
jutant Jones  received  orders  from  the  co- 
lonel to  put  ihe  principals  under  arrest. 
In  proceeding  to  execute  these  orders  he 
met  captain  Foskett,  and  asked  him  if  he 
knew  where  either  of  them  were  to  be 
found.    The .  answer  was>  that  he  knew 
nothing  of  them,  though  at  the  very  time 
he  was  under  a  promise  to  att^d  Mr. 
Ross  to  the  field.     This  was  an  offence 
for  which  captain  Foskett  must  have  been 
broke  if  brought  to  a  court-martial.  With 
respect  to  refusal  of  leave  of  absence,  it 
vrould  appear  from  the  returns,  that  there 
was  not  an  officer  in  the  regiment  who 
had   less  occasion  to  complain  on  that 
score  than  captain  Foskett.    Indeed,  in 
the  conduct  of^tbe  duke  of  Cumberland  to 
that  officer,  he  could  see  nothing  but  mo- 
deration and  forbearance,  and  the  very 
opposite  to  injustice.— He  contended  that 
the  article  of  war,  which  had  been  alluded 
to,  was  not  imperative  upon  the  com- 
mander in  chief,  and  if  it  were,  that  it  was 
hot  so  in  the  case  under  consideration. 
The  three    grievances  which  had  beeq 
complained  of,  had  been  redressed.    The 
commander  in  chief  had  shewn  himself 
to   be  a  friend  ant)  not  an  oppressor  to 
capUin  FoJ>kett.     He  contended  that  it 
^as  not  for  the  House  to  usurp  the  com- 
mand and  management  of  the  army  from 
the  crown.     He  was  ready  to  admit  that 
all  good  offirers  ought  to  Lt*  encouraged  : 
and  he  could  assure  the  House  that  every 
officer  who  h^id  ever  served  under  him, 
liad  looked  (o  him  as  well  as  a  father  as  a 
commander.     He  had  always  been  of  opi< 
nion,  that  in  the  regiments  where  the  least 
punishment  was  inflicted,  the  best  disci- 
pline prevaile<! ;  and  much  credit  was  due 
to  an  order  of  the  late  commander  in  chief 
cm  that  subject.     No  man  living  could  be 
a  more  strenuous  advocate  than  himself 
for   proper  discipline  y    but  nothing,  not 
even  the  fear  of  dying  on  the  wheel,  should 
oblige  him  to  assent  to  improper  means 
of  establishing  it.  He  should  move  the  pre- 
vious question  on  the  first  resolution,  and 
should  give  a  direct  negative  to  the  others. 

VOL.    XVI J. 


'  Mr.    WhUhread,  feeling    that    captain 
Foskett  was  a  victim  to  injustice,  not  only 
in  the  matter  complained   of,   but  also 
from  the  statements  of  the  gallant  officci^ 
who  had  just  sat  down,  begged  to  say  a 
few  words  upon  the  question.    When  the 
gallant  general  entered  into  the  question 
with  a  view  to  the  defience  of  the  duke  of 
Cumberland,  he  appeared  to  go  into  the 
charges  before  he  was  in  possession  of  the 
facts.     The  hon.  general  had  said  that  he 
should  abstain  from  recrimination,  but  yet 
indulged  in  a  strong  course  of  crimination 
against  captain  Foskett,  whom  he  repre- 
sented as  the  public  accuser  of  the  duke 
of  Cumberland.      Captain  Foskett,  how* 
ever,  so  far  from  being  in  this  instance  the 
accuser  of  the  duke  of  Cumberland,  had 
applied  in  the  first  instance  throush  the 
regular  channels  for  redress.      He  was 
sorry  the  hon.  general,  before  he  made 
these  charges  against  the  gallant  officer, 
had  not  made  himself  acquainted  with 
the  circumstances  of  the  case,  because 
when  he  should  peruse  the  documents  he 
would  be  convinced  of  his  error.     For 
himself,  he  had  the  originals  of  many  of 
the  documents  which  had  been  produced, 
and  on  them  he  founded  bis  opinion.    Sir 
Robert  Wilson  wrote  respecting  the  mi^rits 
of  captain  Foskett  in  the  highest  terms* 
Colonels  Lamb  and   Asken  appeared  in 
their  letters  to  bear  equal  testimony  to  thu 
character  and   military  merit  of  captain 
Foskett.    As  sir  R.  Wihon  had  quilted 
the  regiment  before  the  duke  of  Cumber- 
land was  appointed  to  the  command,  he 
concluded  that  if  the  hon.  general  had 
found  any  traoe  of  irregularity,  or  want  of 
discipline,  in  that  previous  period,    he 
would  have  brought  it  before  Parliament. 
He  contended  that  the  conduct  of  captain 
Foskett  was  unexceptionable,  and  that  the 
testimony  of  col.  Asken  was  sufficient  to 
establish  that  fact.     But  it  had  been  said, 
that  the  article  of  war  was  imperative  on 
the  commander  in  chief;    still  his  hon. 
friend  required  only  that  the  commander 
in  chief  should  do  his  duty.     The  com- 
mander in  chief  might  undoubtedly  say, 
t|iat  the  application  was  frivolous.     But  if 
gentlemen  would  take  the  trouble  of  read- 
ing the  act  they  would  find  that  the  com- 
mander in  chief  had  no  option.     The  pe- 
tition did  not  profess  to  take  out  of  th^ 
hands  of  the  King  the  power  of  regulating 
such  matters,  but  to  have  the  avenue  to 
the  throne  open  to  all  his  Majesty's  sub- 
jects.  His  hon.  friend  had  dwelt  at  length, 
and  perhaps  longer  than  was  necessary* 
2H 
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6i\  the  circnm9t^nce8  of  the  due1«  and 
quoted  the  communications  of  Mr.  Wal- 
lace^ Mr.  Nixon,  and  Mr.  Ross,  all  of  which 
were  in  favour  of  captain  Foskett,  to  shew 
that  he  had  been  blameless  in  that  trans- 
action.— But  whatever  might  have- been 
the  circumstances  or  the  issue  of  the  duel> 
they  could  have  been  no  justification  of 
the  conduct  of  the  duke  of  Cumberland^ 
He  should  be  glad  to  know  when  the  ad- 
jutant asked  captain  Foskett  the  private 
fl*iend  of  Mr.  Ross,  if  he  knew  of  the  in- 
tended duel,  whether  any  private  gentle- 
man, applied  to  under  similar  circum- 
stances, would  have  thought  himself  jus- 
tified in  divulging  what  had  been  commu* 
nicated  to  him  in  confidence  ?  But  as  no 
proceeding  had  been  taken  at  the  time, 
either  in  a  military  view,  or  by  the  course 
of  law  against  captain  Foskett,  or  by  his 
col.  (Seymour),  it  was  cfear  no  proceed- 
ing ought  to  be  sanctioned  not  consonant 
to  law.  He  contended  that  no  hair  trig- 
gers had  been  used.  The  hon.  gentleman 
then  went  into  a  statement  to  shew  that 
captain  Fo&kett's  troop  wa^  fit  for  service 
when  his  regiment  had  been  ordered 
libroad.  In  order  to  prove  too  that  this 
was  a  case  fit  for  the  niterfbrence  of  the 
Rouse,  he  referred  to  the  cases  of  colonel 
Cochrane  Johnstone,  and  of  lord  Burg- 
Km'st  in  the  last  session.  The  present  was 
not  altogether  a  military  question:  it  did 
not  claim  redress  of  a  wrung  as  to  th^ 
army,  but  as  to  the  commander  in  cliicf; 
ftnd  if  that  House  should  not  grant  the 
redress  desired,  it  would  by  its  decision 
that  night  sanction  a  principle  which 
would  be  extremely  injurious  to  the  pub- 
lic service. 

Mr.  Manning  supported  the  motion  and 
read  a  letter  stating  the  exemplary  con- 
duct of  captain  Foskett. 

Mr.  Manners  Sutton  regretted  that  the 
hon.  gent,  had  thought  proper  to,go  into 
Che  contents  of  papers  which  the  House 
had  refused  to  grant,  as  not  necessary. 
He  thought  that  the  whole  of  this  proceed- 
ing was  an  unwarrantable  attack  upon  the 
duke  of  Cumberland.  When  upon  a  for- 
mer night  this  question  was  under  consi- 
deration, he  had  '  abstained  from  entering 
into  the  consideration  of  the  contents  of 
these  papers,  not  because  he  was  not 
ftware  of  their  existence,  but  because  it 
was  not  for  him  to  avail  himself  of  their 
contents  in  point  of  argument.  The  hon, 
gent,  then  took  a  review  of  the  circura- 
stances  of  the  case,  and  concluded  by  say- 
kkg,  that  he  should  vote  against  the  motion. . 


General  Lq^s  thought  the  Rcmse  migbt 
as  well  abolish  the  office  of  comnmnHer  in 
chief  altogether,  as  enter  into  the  grier- 
ances  which  eveiy  individual  officer  faaJ 
to  bring  forward.  There  would  be  no 
end  to  such  petitions.  He  regretted  that 
the  duel  bad  been  mentioned* on  this  af^ 
fair,  but  he  thought  that  the  duke  of  Cum- 
berland was  pemctly  justified  in  tbe  rv 
commendation  he  had  given. 

The  gallery  was  then  cleared  for  a  d^ 
vision,  but  the  House  did  not  divide.  Th« 
motion  was  then  negatived. 

[Seamen's  Bili^]    Mr.  Rose,  pureoant 
to  notice,  rose  to  move  for  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  for  the  increase  of  seamen.     His 
object  was  to  encourage  the  increase  of 
merchant  seamen.    He  was  aware  of  tba 
difficulties  and  jealousies  to  be  encounter* 
ed  in  any  interference  with  the  impress 
service;  but  if  ever  there  wasatioie  when 
that   interference   might  be  more  safely 
admitted,  it  was  the  present.     His  plan 
was  for  the  establishment  of  naval  semi* 
naries  on  the  coasts,  where  boys  mlgbs 
have  a  due  initiation  into  the  profession  of 
a  seaman,  for  four  or  five  years.     The 
source  from,  whence  boys  should  be  drawn^ 
he  proposed  to  be  that  of  the  parish  pau- 
pers.    Of  these  there  were  about  90,00O, 
and  their  expence  would  not  cost  govern- 
ment more  than  51  each.    This  sapply 
would  keep  up  a  succession  of  seamen  to 
the  amount  of  seven  thousand  every  yeir. 
He  stated,  that  owing  to  the  severe  optra- 
tion  of  the  impress  service,  in  some  in- 
stances, the  commanders  of  Indiamen  have 
been  obliged  to  go  out  without  havinp^  a 
regular   bred   seaman   on    board :    This 
might  have  been  the  cause  of  the  lo£s  of 
so  many  ships  in  that  service.     A  captain 
had  gone  out  some   years  ago  with  h!» 
crew  similarly  circumstanced;  after,  hew- 
ever,  he  had  made  them  all  seamen,  they 
were  all  taken  from  him.     He  then  con- 
cluded by  moving  that  leave  be  given  to 
bring  in  a  bill  to  increase  the  number  of 
persons  bred  to  the  sea  service. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  approved  of  the  professcil 
object  of  the  right  hon.  gent.'8  motion;  hf 
stated  that  the  rigour  of  the  impress  service 
in  the  Greenland  fishery  trade  had  betn 
felt  so  severely  in  the  Orkneys  and  the 
isle  of  Shetland,  as  to  produce  there  a 
general  disgust  for  the  service.  He  re- 
commended some  species  of  commutaii(*n 
by  which  the  merchantmen  would  biuil 
themselves  to  the  regular  supply  of  a  ce.> 
tain  proportion  of  seamen. 

Mr.  Wiiber/orce  was  friendly  to  any  plau 
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likely  lo  QMilupty  ibe  ^ooneclion 

between  the  Davy  and  \m  country. 

JLord  Co^me  staled  a«  the  cauae  of  tbt 
aevore  imprest  aervke  in  the  East  Indies, 
the  immoderate  length  of  time  those  ships 
were  eufiered  to  remain  upon  the  same 
atation,  ontil  the  greater  part  of  the  crews 
had  died  off 

The  motion  was  tlien  agreed  to» 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Fridi^,  June  g. 

[Debtor  and  CacDiToa  Laws.]     Lord 
Hcdes^ak  rose  to  move  the  second  reading 
of  his  bill  to  prevent  vexatious  arre&is. 
Though  it  was  late  in  the  sessicm,  he 
wished  the  bill  to  go  into  (he  comaiittee. 
Lord  EUcnb^roitgh,  while  he  approved 
of  the  object  of  the  bill,  yet  entertained 
serious   objections  to  it   in    its   present 
shape :  and  strongly  objected  to  the  pro- 
posed plan  for  sending  cases  of  insolvency 
before  the  courts,  which  had  already  so 
much   important  and  necessary  basioess 
on  their  hands,  as  to  render  it  utterly  im- 
possible for  himself  and  the  rest  of  the 
judges  to  pay  attention  to  this  new  task. 
The  bill,  he  considered,  as  crude  and  per- 
fectly impracticable,  in  such  a  view  of 
its  operation.     He  therefore   nrsed  the 
propriety  of  withdrawing  it  for  the  pre- 
sent, and  giving  time  to  re-cotisider  the 
subject  before  next  session.    He  had  heard 
nothing  of  it  till  a  few  days  ago  he  found 
four  copies  of  it  in  the  judges  chambers. 
He  objected  to  any  hasty  proceeding  on 
a  bill  so  impossible  to  carry  into  effect; 
and  he  should  feel  it  his  duty  to  divide 
the   House  on  the  question  if   it  were 
pressed-     At  present,  it  would  merely  be 
going   into  a  committee  of   inventions, 
where  they  might  speculate  on  new  sys- 
tems;    but  he«  who   must   become  the 
drndfe   in  the  execution  of  them,  coald 
not  give  his  assent  to  such  a  proceeding. 

The  Earl  of  Maira  spoke  in  favour  of 
going  into  the  committee. 

The  Lord  Chanctihr  complimcn^d  the 
great  legal  learning  of  the  noble  and 
learned  mover;  but  considering  the  late- 
ness of  the  session,  recommended  the  post- 
ponement of  any  farther  proceedings  till 
next  session. 

Earl  Simihope  maintained  tlie  propriety 
of  committing  the  bill,  when  any  altera- 
tion that  was  necessary  might  be  made  in 
iL  His  lordship  did  not  perceive  the 
gteat  difficulty  of  adopting  the  principle 
•f  Ihe  0SKIJ0  Amorasn  iato  t&  fn^Usb  law. 


The  Utaied  lord*  might,  in  a  committee, 

compare  ^11  tbeir  difierent  opinionSi  and 
decide  on  wl\icb  waa  best  He  liked  to 
see  the  Jiiobie  and  learned  lawyers  trin^ 
one  another,  and  it  saved  him  the  trouble 
of  trimming  them  all  (a  laugh). 

Lord  U^MvUie  remarked  on  the  diffi- 
culty noble  lords  now  seemed  to  discover 
'  in  altering  old  laws  and  foims.  He  was  Si 
friend  to  the  bilL,  which  was  founded  oa  a 
principle  wbi%:h  had  been  happily  and 
conveniently  in  practice,  to  the  north  g]( 
the  Tweed,  fur  tlnese  150  years. 

Lord  Erskine  applauded  the  motives  and 
object  of  the  framer  and  friends  of  t)i<^ 
bill :  but  reminded  the  Hou^e,  that  at  thii 
advanced  period  of  the  session,  they  could 
not  expect  in  the  commitv^e  the  assistancii 
of  his  noble  and  learned  friend,  (Lor4 
Ellenborough]  whose  other  necessary  avo^ 
cations  would  preclude  his  attendance^ 
and  with  whom  he  entirely  coincided  as 
to  the  impropriety  of  imposing  so  impos- 
sible a  task  upon  the  judges,  who  are  al- 
ready overburthened  with  work.  He  re^^ 
membered  bel^ig  admitted  a  member  of 
the  royal  society,  on  which  occasion  a 
long  and  learned  lecture  w^s  read  on  tho 
subject  of  a  particular  fish;  and  it  was 
gravely  shewn,  that  if  that  fish  bad  beei^ 
possessed  of  another  fin  in  a  particular 
place,  it  would  have  been  enabled  to 
swim  with  a  far  greater  degree  of  velo- 
city, (laughter.)  He  who  made  the  fish, 
knew  beKt  what  was  most  ntcess:iry  for  its 
purpo.Hes.  So,  in  this  case,  unless  th;jy 
I  gave  the  judges  a  new  fin,  souic  greater 
powers  than  nature  had  bestowed  upoa 
man,  they  never  could  fulfil  tJie  iiHenticns 
of  this  bill. 

The  Earl  of  Suffolk  defended  the  princi- 
ple of  the  bill ;  and  noticed,  with  much 
regret,  the  great  delays  and  expenses  that 
occurred  in  almost  all  our  law  proceedings* 
There  were  300  cases  before  that  House 
in  arrear;  and  in  one  case  only,  that  of 
the  Roxburgh  peerage,  an  expense,  he 
understood,  had  been  already  incurred,  of 
60,000/. 

Tlie  Lord  Chancellor  said,  that  such  exr 
peose  was  not  imputable  to  him,  who  5a( 
on  that  woolsack  for  two  or  three  hourf 
day  after  day^  without  being  able  to  get 
the  attendance  of  noble  lords  sufficient  tp 
make  a  House  and  proceed  on  any  busi- 
ness. That  expense,  therefore,  wai  mor^ 
imputable  to  the  noble  earl  and  others^ 
who  declined  their  a^istancc. 

The  Earl  of  Aofff&s  spoke  in  favour  of 
thebUU 
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The  Dtike  of  ^oi/o/J^  commended  the 
bill,  and  suggested  the  propriety  of  re- 
lieving the  office  of  the  lord  high  chan- 
cellor from  some  of  the  laborious  duties 
attached  to  it. 

Lord  Holland  used  various  arguments 
for  going  into  the  committee,  and  coming 
to  some  understanding  respecting  the 
modes  of  carrying  it  into  practice.  As 
for  the  story  of  the  ti sh,  he  did  not  think  it 
quite  applicable:  but  agreed  with  his 
noble  and  learned  friend  on  the  divine 
origin  of  the  fish!  (a  laugh!)  He  who 
made  him  certainly  knew  best  what  was 
fit  for  him ! 

Lord  Etlenboraugh  rose  again,  and  ex- 
plained what  he  had  before  stated.  The 
bill  was  nothing  without  its  machinery, 
and  the  machinery  proposed  was  abso- 
lutely and  totally  impracticable.  As  for 
the  observations  on  the  story  of  the  fish, 
his  lordship  said  that  if  there  was  any 
contrivance  for  giving  the  judges  more 
than  mortal  powers— if,  for  instance,  they 
would  vote  them  new  legs  and  new  arins, 
he  should  be  glad  they  would  discover 
bow,  and  where,  they  were  to  be  put  on. 
(a  laugh!)  If  he  consulted  his  interest 
merelv,  he  should  be  in  favour  of  the 
measure;  but,  he  begged  their  lordships 
not  to  attempt  to  make  up  for  delay  in 
this  important  question,  by  useless  and 
dangerous  haste. 

Earl  Stanhope  said,  that  no  noble  lord 
need  take  up  the  observations  of  the  noble 
earl  (Suffolk)  very  seriously,  as  his  object 
was  to  shew  the  propriety  of  relieving 
judges  frjm  too  great  labour.  "  1  shall 
just  make  a  remark  upon  my  noble  and 
learned  friend's  anecdote  of  the  lecture  at 
the  royal  society  about  the  fiih  f  The 
learned  lawyers,  if  they  like  it,  may  try 
to  quiz  us  philosophers  about  fins  and  gills, 
as  long  as  they  please  :  but  when  we  phi- 
losophers come  among  the  courts  of  law, 
why,  we  quiz  the  lawyers,  quite  as  much 
as  those  learned  lawyers  can  ever  quiz  ns 
philosophers !"  (laughter ! ) 

Lord  lUdetdale  supported  the  second 
reading,  on  the  principle  of  the  bill,  and 
the  gomg  into  the  committee,  for  the  very 
purpose  of  adapting  the  necessary  machi- 
nery for  its  operation.  The  great  diffi- 
culties he  had  found  in  adapting  a  new 
principle  to  oar  practice,  was  the  cause 
wliy  he  had  not  produced  the  bill  at  an 
earlier  period.  He  maintained  briefly 
the  good  policy  of  the  measure. 

Lord  ElUnborough  declined  dividing  the 
House,  The  bill  was  then  raad  a  second 
lime. 


[Campaign  in  Spain.]    The  Marquis  of 
Larudoum,  in  pursuance  of  the  notice  be 
had  given,  ruse  to  call  their  lordships  at* 
tention  to  the  papers  relative  to  the  afiairs 
of  Spain,  the  papers  concerning  whic«h  had 
so  long  laid  upon  the  table.     He  felt  that 
if  any  apology  was  necessary,  it  was  lor 
the  frequent  delays  that  had  unavoidably 
taken  place;  but  he  could  assure   their 
lordships  that  the  postponement  had  arisen 
from  causes, over  which  he  had  no  controoL 
He  was  now  happy  to  see  that  these  de- 
lays had  at  least  the  good  efiect  of  pro- 
curing the  presence  of  a  noble  marquis, 
(the    marquis   Wellesley)   who    w^    so 
materially  interested   in  the  discussion; 
and  on  the  other  hand  he  felt  considerable 
regret  that    another  noble    lord,    (Lord 
Grenville)  whose  prophetic  sentiments  on 
the  subject  had  been  so  calamitously  real- 
ized, was  still  detained  from  them  by  in- 
disposition.   At  setting  out  he  should  fxra 
beg  to  recal  tht-ir  lordships  attention  to 
the  first  calamitous  campaign  in  Spain,  and 
to  tbair campaign  in  Portugal,  which  mdtd 
in  the  disgraceful  and  lamentable  conven- 
tion of  Cititra.    He  be<£ged  to  remind  tliem 
that  the  same  ministers  under  whose  jum- 
ble of  generals  that  convention  was  made, 
the  same  ministers  under  whose  auspices 
the  gallant  sir  John  Moore  and   his  army 
were  sacrificed,  strll  remained  entrusfed 
with  ihe  direction  of  the  military  resourres 
and  afiairs  of  this  country.     These  minis* 
ters,  in  commencing  the  second  campaign, 
had  the  advantage  of  the  experience  af- 
forded by  thp  first.    They  could  no  longer 
entertain  false  views  of  the  policy  to  be 
adopted  in  the  Spanish  cause.   They  could 
no  longer  look  for  co-operation,  for  an 
efficient  government,  or  for  the  means  of 
supply  in  that  country,  for  they  had  al- 
ready, by   sad   experience,  become  ac- 
quainted  with  the  fallacy  of  all  these  hopes. 
On  the  scene  of  Spain  itself,  they  had  k- 
hearsed  all  the  principles  they  had  held  on 
the  mode  in  which  a  war  of  co-operation 
with  Spain  should    be    conducted,   and 
dreadful  and   bloody  had  that  rehearsal 
been.     Blind  as  these  directors  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's councils  might  be,  as  to  the  causes 
of  the  calamities  in  Spain,  they  could  not 
be  so  ignorant  of  what  had  passed,  as  not 
lo  be  awe  re  that  no  effectual  co-operation 
was  to  be  expected  in  case  of  our  trying 
another  expeaition  to  that  country.     That 
they  were  informed  of  this,  appeared  from 
the  letter  of  Mr.  Secretaiy  Canning  to 
Mr.  Frere,  (page  7  of  that  correspondence) 
which  stated  that  we  had  shea  oar  hetk 
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blood  in  tbeir  cause,  unassisted  by  the 
Spanish  government,  or  even  by  the  good 
¥V^ill   of  the  coontry  through  which  our 
army  past.     It  was  therefore  clear,  that 
ministers  knew  they  were  in  error  to  look 
for  aid  in  the  auxiliary  forces  of  Spain. 
His  Msyesty's  ministers  had,  however,  re- 
fused to  profit  by  the  experience  which,  so 
fatally   for  the  country,  had  thus  been 
gained,  and  had  embarked  another  army 
in  the  same  cause,  acting  precisely  upon 
the  same  principles  which  had  bemre  led 
to  failure,  and  which  all  the  information 
they  had  received  from  their  own  agents, 
should  have  induced  them  to  believe  must 
again  lead  to  a  similar  failure.     Before 
taking  op  the  main  point,  the  advance  of 
sir  Arthur  Wellesley,  his  lordship  adverted 
to   the  mission  of  sir  George  Smith  to 
Cadiz,  who  appeared,  most  singularly,  to 
have  been  sent  there  without  any  commu- 
nication of  the  object  of  his  mission  to  Mr. 
Frere,  our  minister  in  Spain,  who  thus  re- 
maining in  ignorance  upon  the  subject, 
counteracted  the  object   of  sir  George 
Smith's  mission,  and  the  greatest  confusion 
ensued.    This  gentleman  was  dispatched 
from  England  on  the  28th  of  December, 
entrusted  with  a  most  important  mission, 
relative  to  the  occupation  of  Cadiz.    At 
this  period  Mr.  Frere  was  the  British  mi- 
nister with  the  Supreme  Junta,  at  Seville ; 
and  finom  the  10th  December  to  the  20th 
of  January,  as  it  appeared  from  the  papers, 
no  fewer  than  five  dispatches  were  sent  to 
him,  in  not  one  of  which  was  any  mention 
made  of  the  important  mission  and  instruc- 
tions of  sir  George  Smith.     Whether  Mr. 
Canning    was    ignorant    of   sir  George 
Smith's  mission,  or  whether  his  silence  on 
that  subject  proceeded  from  the  most  cul- 
pable neffligence,  remained  yet  with  the 
noble  lords  opposite  to  explain.     But  this 
one  thing  was  evident,  that  the  mission  of 
sir  George  Smith  being   altogether  un- 
known   to    Mr.   Frere,  was    productive 
of  the  utmost  di8<»rder  and  confusion.     In 
proof  of  this  he  hai^  only  to  read  a  passage 
from  Mr.  Frere's  dispatch,  which  stuted, 
that  "  the  mission  of  sir  George  Smith,  and 
his  having  ordered  troops  to  proceed  from 
Lisbon  to  Cadiz,  without  appealing  to  him 
(Mr.  Frere),  had  given  rise  to  a  strong 
suspicion,  that  ^mething  sinister  was  in- 
tended by  the  British  government,  in  con* 
sequence  of  which  the  utmost  confusion 
prevailed.''     These  troops  thus  sent  round 
from  Lisbon  to  Cadis,  remained  there  on 
board  their  ships,  and  answered  no  other 
parpose  bot  that  of  creating  dissension  in 


Cadiz,  and  a  suspicion  of  the  British.- 
Such  a  measure  could  not  have  been  coa«* 
trived,  but  by  the  same  men  who  the  year 
before  sent  an  army  under  General  Mird 
to  Corunna,  without  having  previously  en- 
sured their  permission  to  land,  either  from 
the  local  or  Central  Junta.  He  did  not, 
however,  call  their  lordships  attention  ta 
this  matter  so  much  as  connected  with  his 
present  purpose,  as  to  shew  the  total  want 
of  concert  and  prudencein  the  conduct  of 
ministers.  He  now  came  to  the  more  ma* 
terial  parts  of  the  correspondence,  from 
which  it  would  be  seen  that  a  few  months 
after  the  period  of  which  he  had  been 
speaking,  sir  Arthur  Wellesley  was  dis- 

Eatched  to  Portugal.  In  page  1  would 
e  found  his  first  instructions  with  regard 
to  Spain  at  that  moment,  exhibited  in 
a  most  interesting  point  of  view.  For 
after  the  retreat  of  sir  John  Moore,  the 
Spaniards  had  resorted  to  that  species  of 
warfare,  which  experience  had  shewn  to 
be  the  only  way  in  which  they  could  hope 
for  success,  and  from  which  he  sincerely 
regretted  they  had  ever  been  tempted  to 
depart.  They  had  adopted  the  -defensive 
system,  Wfhich  had  always  been  attended 
with  incalculable  advantage,  as  wa^  strong- 
ly shewn  from  the  intercepted  correspoii* 
dence  of  Soult  to  Ring  J^isepb,  in  which 
he  stated,  that  in  general  actions,  he  was 
invariably  successful,  but  that  the  war 
carried  on  by  tlie  peasantry  was  so  de- 
structive, that  no  army  could  resist  it.  It 
was,  however,  at  the  very  moment  when 
this  system  was  so  successfully  pursued 
—•when  experience  had  proved  that  all 
hopes  of  co-operation  were  vain,  and  the 
roost  melancholy  experience  had  shewn  its 
insufficiency— it  was  at  this  very  moment 
that  sir  A.  Wellesley  was  sent  to  FortogaL 
What  then  were  his  first  instructions  ^ 
— "  to  relieve  Portug^  from  the  presence 
of  a  French  army,  and  then  to  co-operate 
with  the  Spanish  armies  for  the  common 
cause.''  Yet  it  soon  occurred  to  ministers 
that  they  had  not  obtained  from  the  Spa* 
nish  government  any  of  these  securities 
for  supplies,  &c.  which  ihey  had  declared 
to  be  necessary  before  assisting  them  with 
another  British  army ;  and  they  accord- 
ingly, on  the  2d  of  April,  <)rew  op  a  se- 
cond set  of  instructions  tor  their  general, 
which  completely  diti  away  the  ellect  of 
the  first,  by  thef<$,  he  was  directed  not 
to  enter  upon  a  campaign  in  Spain,  with- 
out express  instructions  to  that  effect  front 
ministers.  Then  came  the  third  instruc- 
tions, on  the  S5ih  May,  which,  if  the  so« 
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cond  did  Away  the  first,  equally  did  away 
both.  Here  Sit  A.  Wellesiey  was  direct- 
ed, after  driving  the  French  frem  Portaga], 
not  to  go  beyond  the  ijroDiier  provinces  of 
Spain,  unless  he  found  an  advance  coQflis^ 
tent  with  the  safety  of  Portugal.  He 
trusted  that  ministers  would  not  ground 
.their  defence  of  the  failure  of  the  Expedi- 
tion into  Spain,  on  this  discretionary  power 
eotrusted  to  their  general.  They  could 
not  be  justified  in  throwing  the  responst- 
hilitv  off  their  own  shoulders  upon  those 
of  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley,  for  they  alone 
were  in  possession  of  the  information 
as  to  the  state  of  Spain,  in  every  respect, 
on  which  the  policy  or  danger  of  the 
measure  could  be  decided.  The  dis- 
cretion given  was  merely  military  ;  and, 
considering  the  ardent  spirit  and  gal- 
laatry  of  the  noble  general,  tantamount  to  a 
oommand  to  march  into  Spain.  And  yet 
these  orders  were  transmitted  wben  miiii- 
•ters  well  knew  that  no  precautions  had 
been  taken  to  insure  supplies  -to  the  army 
firom  the  government  of  Spain.  In  the 
end  of  April,  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley  arriyed 
in  Portugal ;  and,  on  the  l2th  day  of  May, 
drove  the  French  from  Portugal,  and  con- 
tinued the  pursuit  to  the  I8th,  when  he 
found  it  necessary  to  abandon  it.  On  this 
part  of  the  subject  he  had  no  observations 
wherewith  to  trouble  their  lordships.  The 
country  had  paid  their  tribute  of  applause 
to  the  gallant  general  who  conducted  the 
enterprise;  and  though  he  had  heard  some 
censure  bestowed  on  the  mode  of  pursuit 
adopted  with  regard  to  Soult,  yet  know- 
ing the  vigour  and  ardour  which  distin- 
guished the  actions  of  the  noble  officer,  he 
snust  give  him  credit  for  having  done  all 
that  was  possible  in  an  affair  where  these 
Qualities  were  so  necessary.  His  motive 
for  abandoning  the  pursuit,  as  stated  in  his 
first  dispatch,  was  the  necessity  of  pro- 
ceeding to  the  south,  to  co-operate  with 
the  Spanish  army  under  Cuesta,  to  whom 
he  had  promised  that  assistance.  From 
this  he  had  a  right  to  assume,  that  mini- 
•ters  were  resolved,  from  the  beginning,  to 
continue  the  contest  in  Spain,  with  the 
«rm;^,  as  it  stood  under  Sir  A.  Wellesley. 
Ministers  tell  him  to  exercise  his  discre- 
tion with  respect  to  co^^operating  with  the 
Spanish  army,  while  they  afford  him  no 
information  with  regard  to  the  character 
of  that  amy,  or  the  resources  of  the  coun- 
try they  allow  him  to  enter ;  thus  shifting 
on  his  discretion  the  responsibility  for  fai- 
lures to  which  they  themselves  shoold 
tlooe  be  liabte;  after  the  aorxowfiil  expe* 


rience  of  a  year  ««d  a  half,  tb^y  mem  to 
be  wholly  ignorant  of  the  resouroea  ef 
Spaii^  and  of  the  character  of  generak 
who  command  her  armies.    They  tcattef 
and  divide  the  British  force,  n>d  never 
employ  a  competent  force  to  accoeaplish 
the  object  for  which  it  is  inteodad.     They 
would  lain  deliver  Spain  from  tiie  aa<ijo- 
gatiou  of  France ;  and  yet  in  a  c:auee  so 
closely  conoecled  ia  every  respect  wiih 
the  vital  interests  of  this  country,  they 
send  out  a  force  wholly  inadequate  to  ihkii 
important  end.      Noiv  they  roust   either 
have  believed    that  3pidn    afforded    the 
means  of  supply,  which  would  eoable  an 
allied  army  tn  act  for  its  deUv^ennce*  or 
they  must  have  known,  that  neither  sup- 
plies, provisions,  or  co-operation,  in  that 
country,  were  to  be  depended  npoo.     If 
they  entertained  the  former  opinion,  then, 
instead  of  the  army  they  did  employ,  with 
such  a  cause  as  that  of  <l>paia  to  fi«(bt  in, 
the  whole  disposable  army  of  ^gland 
ought  to  have  been  employed  in  the  ser- 
vice.   Our  interests  and  our  feelings  were 
alike  interested  in  the  struggle,  which  was 
not  for  Spain  alone:  which  waa  not  for 
England  only  ;  bat  which  was  for  die  li- 
berties of  Europe,  and  the  fate  of  the 
world.    Instead  then  of  sending  the  limit* 
ed  army  of  Sir  Arthur  Well^ey,  they 
ought,  from  the  great  resources  of  the 
country  at  their  disposal,  to  hate  sem  a 
force   sufficient  at  once    to  have  driven 
SouU  from  the  North  of  Portugal ;  to  have 
kept  him,  and  Marshal  Ney,  ia  check; 
and   to    have    co-operated  with   Cuesta, 
against  Victor,  who  with  his  army,  was,  at 
that  time,  reduced  to  the  utmost  distress. 
But  here  the  usual  policy  of  ministers  ap- 
peared.    Their  flaming  aeal  to  do  every 
thing  at  once  wao  coDspicuons.     2>pain 
was  not  a  wide  enovgh  field  for  them,  but 
they  must,  at' the  same  moment,  grasp  at 
basms,  ships,  islands,  and  kingdoma.    To 
restore  a  kingdom— to  destitiy  a  basin — to 
seize  en  island — to  capture  shipping  all 
together,  they  dissipated  their  mrce  m 
every  quarter,  and  they  failed  in  ewtry 
object.    Besides  the  army  in  Spain,  they 
must  have  another  perishing,  inglorioasly, 
in  the  Scheldt,  and  a  tinrd  on  an  island,  in 
the  Bay  of  Naples,  to  the  great  delight  of 
the  King  of  Naples,  who  could  see  them 
thus  so  uselessly  diverted  from  important 
services.      Unlike  the  coM|ueror  of  the 
continent,  who  had  sained  every  thing  by 
concentrating  his  forces,   andf  directing 
them  to  one  object  at  a  time ;  oar  mini** 
ters  in  their  vtgaiir  wonM  pMootte  ntery 
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object  «t  the  same  ^e,  and  the  event  had 
•hei?¥n  the  wisdom  of  their  policy !    Bat 
there  was  little  ground  to  suppose  that 
eren   the  opinions  entertained  b}'  minis- 
ters themselves  would  justify  this  course, 
and    by  the  way  he  must  observe  that 
Coesta  did  not  consider  the  expulsion  of 
Sou  It  from  PortugaU  as  the  best  mode  of 
commencing  ihe  co-operation  with  Spain. 
Ho^vcver,  on  ihc    18th  of  May,  Sir  A. 
Welleslev  marched  to  assist  Cuesta ;  and 
Soult,   crossing  the  mountains,  occupied 
Orenze,  and  by  getting  possession  of  the 
depots  there,  was  enabled  to  continue  the 
campaign.— At  that  time  Carrera  was  at 
Vigo,  at  the  head  of  18,000;    totally  un- 
engaged and  inactive,  as  Ney  had  march- 
ed   into   Gallicia:  and  this  was  another 
J > roof  that  no  co-operation  was  to  be  Kopcd 
or  in  Spain ;  as  Carrera  might  have  marc  li- 
ed on  bt.  Olalla  and  prevented  this  cvenu 
But  to  return  to  the  co-operation  in  the 
South  :    Their  lordships  would  hear  with 
aurprise,  that  instead  of  advancing  to  Pla- 
centia,  by  the  8hortc!«uroute,  in  order  to 
cot  off  the  retreat  of  Victor,  as  was  after- 
wards stated  by  him  to  be  his  design,  Sir 
An  Wellesley  was  obliged,  for  want  of 
aupplies,  to  march  ninety-seven  leagues, 
rather  than  sixty-Keven.    This  was  owing 
to  his   being  obliged  to  take  the  route 
nearest  the  coast,  as,  if  he  had  taken  the 
interior  route,  his  supplies  could  not  have 
reached  him.     Even  as  it  was,  instead  of 
accomplishing  the  ninety -seven  leagues  in 
eighteen  days,  which  ^vas  the  moderate 
calculation,  i(  was  seven  weeks  before  the 
army  arrived  at  Plncentia,  and  during  this 
period  Victor  had  retreatc^d,  and,  being 
joined  by  reinforcements  from  the  armies 
of  King  Joseph,  and  Sebnstiani,  was  en- 
abled to  return  into  the  field  with  that 
army  with  which  he  afterwards  disputed 
the  battle  of  Talavera.     Thus,  when   a 
rapid  march  was  so  necessary,  it  appeared 
that  our  army,  from  the  want  of  supplies, 
was  compelled    to  march  thirty  leagurs 
round,  and  not  only  so,  but  the  papers 
shewed  that  even  marching  as  near  their 
supplies  on  the  const  as  they  could,  they 
were  stopped  at  Coimbra  and  Abrantcs  for 
the  want  of  shoes  and  of  money  to  pay  the 
men.     In  the  two  letters  from  Sir  A.  Wel« 
lesley  to  general  Cuesta,  these  were  the 
reasons  assigned  for  not  joining  him  earlier, 
alihongh  the  Spatiish  general  was  at  that 
time  maintu*ning  an  unequal  conflict  with 
Victor,  whose  force  was  gaining  strength 
every  day.     After  all  this,  between  the 
fOth  and  l  Oth  of  July,  Sir  A.  Wellesley 


reached  the  point  of  co-operation,  and  it 
was  commenced  under  the  worst  of  aus* 
pices.  Cuesta  could  not  be  induced  to 
enter  into  the  plans  which  the  English 
general  thought  most  advantageous ;  and 
he  was,  therefore,  obliged  to  adopt  the 
measures  of  the  Spaniards.  What  they 
were,  appeared  from  the  result,  though 
the  general  plan  was  not  so  di-^tinctly  de- 
tailed, as  to  have  more  of  it  anderstood^ 
than  that  it  was  a  combined  system  of  co* 
operation  with  the  armies  of  Cuesta  and 
Venegas.  In  the  former  year,  they  had  the 
testimony  of  Sir  John  Moore,  Colonel 
Whittingham,  and  Colonel  Symes,  that 
the  Spanish  armies  ought  to  be  better  dis- 
ciplined, and  the  government  more  ef- 
ficient, before  co-operation  was  possible. 
Now  if  their  lordship  would  Iook  at  the 
papers,  they  would  see  in  what  state  af- 
fairs were  when  the  system  of  co-operalion 
was  renewed. — The  first  thing  they  had  to 
look  at  was  the  supplies,  which  were  so  es- 
sential to  the  operations  of  a  British  army 
on  foreign  service.  And  here  they  had 
the  testimoiiy  of  the  principal  person  con- 
cerned, sir  A.  Wellesley — (page  1 3th  of 
his  correspondence}— >tnat  no  speedy  im- 
provement in  the  mode  of  furnishing  the 
supplies  was  to  be  expected ;  that  the  im- 
practicability of  obtaining'them  was  owing 
to  the  want  of  authority  in  the  govern- 
ment ;  the  state  of  the  country  ;  the  ti^ 
midity  of  magistrates,  and  the  indolence 
of  the  people.  The  next  matter  worthy 
of  their  lordships'  attention,  was  the  cha- 
ractc  r  of  the  officer  at  the  head  of  the 
Spanish  army  with  which  we  were  to  co- 
operate, general  Cuesta.  On  that  point, 
he  had  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Frere,  and  of 
marqnis  Wellesley.  Mr.  Frere,  in  page 
50  of  his  correspondence,  stated,  thak 
there  was  a  suspicion  that  general  Cuesta 
meditnted  a  serious  plan  of  rerenge  agatns^ 
the  Junta,  for  some  afU'ont  he  had  sus- 
tained from  them  about  half  a  year  before  ; 
which  plan  he  would  now  be  more  able 
to  execute,  as  the  army  under  general 
Btake  had  been  dispersed.— He  also  stated 
thAt  Venegas  was  utterly  incapabfe  of  any 
command.  Again  the  noble  marquis  op- 
posite, in  page  15  of  his  correspondence, 
said,  that  Cuesta  was  deficient  in  every 
quality  for  a  general,  except  in  personal 
courage,  and  that  the  impracticirbility  of 
his  temper  rendered  it  impossible  to  co- 
operate with  him.  The  third  subject  de- 
serving of  consideration,  was  the  state  of 
the  Spanish  government.  And  here  their 
lordships  would  find  the  prospect  as  dif  • 
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oMe  with  would  not  lead  .to  rob  the 
Kiag  of  a  particle  of  hit  prerogative. 
He  would  .aimply  propose  a  ReM>ltttion 
of  ce&sure.on  toe  commander  in  chief 
for  not  tranamitting  the  memorial  of 
captain'  Foskett  to  lit$  Mueity,  as  he 
was  bound  by  the  articles  of  war  to  do, 
and  he  shoold  then  move  an  Address  to 
kis  Muesty,  acquainting  'htm  of  the  re- 
fusal of  the  commander  in  chief  to  transmit 
captain  Foricett's  memorial,  and  praying 
his  Majesty  to  order^an  enquiry  into  all  the 
circumstances  of  the  case. 

The  Resolutions  having  been  handed  to 
the  chair,  the  first,  which  recited  the  1st 
article  of  the  Itfth  section  of  the  articles 
of-^ar,  having  been  read, 
•   General  Orm^urd  said,that  having  been 
so  frequently  alluded  to  by  the  honoura- 
ble member,  he  felt  it  incumbent  on  him 
to^take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  ofiering 
himself  to  the  House.     His  sentiments  on 
this  subject  remained  unaltered.   Nothing 
he  had  read,  nothing  he  had  heard  from 
the  hon.  member, .  produced    the   least 
chaiM;e  in  them.    The  moUon  he  consi- 
dered as  of  the  most  dangerous  tendency. 
Il  went  to  nothing  less  than  to  wrest  the 
command  of  ithe  army  from  the  Crown. 
If  the  allegations  in  the  petition  of  the 
table  should  be  established  against  the 
commander  in  clnef,  and  the  duke  of  Cum- 
berland, the  one  wimld  be  unfit  to  com- 
mand the  army,  and  the  other  the  regi- 
ment of  which  he  was  colonel.     The 
House  was  not  aware  of  the  mtscihief  pro- 
duced by  the  publication  of  these  charges, 
and  it  was  for  the  purpose  of  arresting  it 
that  he  offered  himselr  on  a  former  occa« 
aion,  as  well  as  the  present,  to  the  House. 
When  he  took  upon  himself  to  answer  the 
allegations  in  the  petition,  he  did  so  from 
documents  in  his  possession.    He  had  a 
written  statement  of  every  tittle  which  he 
uttered  on  the  subject  in  the  House.    He 
had  adso  the  authorities  of  the  parties  to 
that  statement  to  give  up  their  names  if  it 
should  be  required.    He  disclaimed,  and 
he  trusted  the  House  would  give  credit 
to  the  assurance,  being  actuated  by  any 
4eeling8  of  a  personal  nature  on  the  occa- 
sion ;   he  aoted  only  as  the  advocate  of 
the  parties  who  furnished  him  with  the 
documents.   When  capt  Foskett's  pamph- 
let  appeared,  he  read  it  over  with  the 
greatest  attention,  and  then-  went  to  the 
pftrties  and  desired  them  to  consider  whe- 
|ber  some  inaccuracy  might  not    have 
crept  into  the  statement  they  bad  autho- 
jcised  him  to  m«ke«  which  tfaey  might 


wish  to  correct.  So.  fur  from  this  befai|^ 
the  case,  they  persisted  in  the  aecaracjr 
of  their  first  statement.  One  of  these  oi» 
ficers  was  colonel  Grant,  who,  though  not 
in  the  regiment  at  the  time  the  duel  took 
place,  was  perfectly  acquainted  with  ail 
Its  circumstances  :  another  was  lieutenant 
and  adjutant  Jones,  who  had  been  14 
years  in  the  15th  dragoons,  and  desired 
that  his  name  mi^ht  be  mentioned.  To 
prove  that  hair  triggers  were  used,  coo-* 
trary  to  what  was  stated  in  captain  Fos* 
kett's  pamphlet,  this  ofiicer  declared  that 
lieutenant  Wallace  told  him  that  it  waa 
in  the  act  of  setting  a  hair  trigger  that 
his  pistol  went  off,  and  which  discharge 
was  reckoned  as  a  shot.  But  granting  all 
that  was  stated  in  the  book,  there  was  no 
material  difference  between  his  statement 
and  that  of  the  hon.  member.  He  stated 
that  the  principals  in  the  duel  had  ad- 
vanced three  paces,  whereas  it  turned  oat 
they  advaacea  but  two.  The  hon.  mem* 
ber  had  asked  if  persons  who  went  out  to 
fight  a  duel  on  gross  pjpovocation,  were  to 
withdraw  or  shake  hands  after  a  shot  or 
two.  He  thought  they  should,  and  he  had 
seen  a  great  deal  more  of  that  business 
than  the  hon.  member,  though  he  was  not 
half  so  bloody-minded.  Had  captain 
Foskett  been  ^  brought  to  trial  for  his  con« 
duct  respecting  the  duel,  that  court  mar- 
tial would  be  highly  criminal  which 
should  not  have  sentenced  him  to  be 
cashiered.— -With  respect  to  stoppins  the 
promotion  in  the  regiment,  his  royal  high* 
ness  the  duke  of  Cumberland  admitted 
that  he  had  recommended  the  second' 
captain  in  the  regiment  for  prpmotion,  in 
preference  to  captain  Foskett.  This  he 
had  done  from  the  opinion  he  had  formed 
of  captain  Foskett's  inefficiency ;  an  opi- 
nion that  was  confirmed  by  the  report  of 
col.  Seymour  and  adjutant  Jonet.  -  Tho 
latter  had  positively  described  him  as  a 
ncgligont  troop  officer.  Such  also  waa 
the  opmionof  col.  Grant,  since  he  had  got 
into  the  regiment.  He  maintained  that 
the  succession  of  the  oldest  captain  lo  a 
vacant  majority  was  not  always  a  matter 
of  course,  for  an  officer  might  be  compe- 
tent to  comitiand  a  troop,  and  yet  be  in- 
adequate to  the  duties  of  a  field  officer* 
Such  was  the  predicament  in  which  cap« 
tain  Foskett  stood.  All  the  documenu  in 
bis  possession  clearly  proved  this*  (A 
call  of  Read,  read.)  He  was  sorry  he  could 
not  comply  with  the  wishes  of  the  gen« 
tlemen  on  the  other  side,  for  he  had  net 
the  dooumenti  about  him.    He  had  l^ft 
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them  at  home«  upon  the  conviction  that 
he  would  not  be  allowed  to  read  them ; 
Rod  indeed  he  was  much  surprised  to  see 
Ihe    House    allow  the  hon.  member  to 
read  letters  and  pamphlets  as  part  of  his 
apeech.— There  was  another  charge  he 
also  had  to  make  against  captain  Foskeit, 
and  that  was  his  being  party  to  a  breach 
of  discipline,  in  conniving  at  the  two  of- 
ficers withdrawing  from  arrest.     The  in- 
tended duel  having  been  rumoured^  ad* 
jutant  Jones  rrceived  orders  from  the  co- 
lonel to  put  the  principals  under  arrest. 
In  proceeding  to  execute  these  orders  he 
met  captain  Foskett,  and  asked  him  if  he 
knew  where  either  of  them  were  to  be 
found.    The. answer  was,  that  he  knew 
nothing  of  them,  though  at  the  very  time 
he   was  under  a  promise  to  attend  Mr. 
Ross  to  the  field.     This  was  an  offence 
for  which  captain  Foskett  must  have  been 
broke  if  brought  to  a  court-martiaL  With 
respect  to  refusal  of  leave  of  absence,  it 
would  appear  from  the  returns,  that  there 
was  not  an  officer  in  the  regiment  who 
had   less  occasion  to  complain  on  that 
score  than  captain  Foskett.     Indeed,  in 
the  conduct  ofthe  duke  of  Cumberland  to 
that  officer,  he  could  see  nothing  but  mo- 
deration and  forbearance,  and  the  very 
opposite  to  injustice.— He  contended  that 
the  article  of  war,  which  had  been  alluded 
to,   was  not  imperative  upon  the  com- 
mander in  chief,  and  if  it  were,  that  it  was 
hot  so  in  the  case  under  consideration. 
The   three    grievances  which  had  beei) 
complained  of,  had  been  redressed.    The 
commander  in  chief  had  shewn  himself 
to  be  a  friend  and  not  an  oppressor  to 
capUin  Foskett.     He  contended  that  it 
was  not  for  the  House  to  usurp  the  com- 
mand and  management  of  the  army  from 
the  crown.     He  was  ready  to  admit  that 
all  good  offirers  ought  to  L<i  encouraged  : 
and  he  could  assure  the  House  thai  e?ery 
officer  who  had  ever  served  under  him, 
h»d  looked  to  him  as  well  a&  a  father  as  a 
commander.     He  had  always  been  of  opi- 
nion, that  in  the  regiments  where  the  least 
punishment  was  inflicted,  the  best  disci- 
pline prevailed  ;  and  much  credit  was  due 
to  an  order  ofthe  late  commander  in  chief 
on  that  subject.    No  man  living  could  be 
a  more  strenuous  advocate  than  himself 
for   proper  discipline  ^    but  nothing,  not 
even  the  fear  of  dying  on  the  wheel,  should 
oblige  him  to  assent  lo  improper  means 
of  establishing  it.  He  should  move  the  pre- 
'vioos  question  on  the  first  resolution,  and 
should  give  a  direct  negative  to  the  others. 
you  XVII. 


•  Mr.  Whitbread,  feeling  that  captain 
Foskett  was  a  victim  to  injustice,  not  only 
in  the  matter  complained  of,  but  also 
from  the  statements  of  the  gallant  officci^ 
who  had  just  sat  down,  begged  to  say  a 
few  words  upon  the  question.  When  the 
gallant  general  entered  into  the  question 
with  a  view  to  the  detience  of  the  dnke  of 
Cumberland,  he  appeared  to  go  into  the 
charges  before  he  was  in  possession  of  the 
facts.  The  hon.  general  had  said  that  he 
should  abstain  from  recrimination,  but  yet 
indulged  in  a  strong  course  of  crimination 
against  captain  Foskett,  whom  he  repre- 
sented as  the  public  accuser  of  the  duke 
of  Cumberland.  Captain  Foskett,  how* 
ever,  so  far  from  being  in  this  instance  the 
accuser  of  the  duke  of  Cumberland,  had 
applied  in  the  first  instance  throueb  the 
regular  channels  for  redress.  He  wae 
sorry  the  hon.  general,  before  he  made 
these  charges  against  the  gallant  officer, 
had  not  made  himself  acquainted  with 
the  circumstances  of  the  case,  because 
when  he  should  peruse  the  documents  he 
would  be  convinced  of  his  error.  For 
himself,  he  had  the  originals  of  many  of 
the  documents  which  had  been  produced, 
and  on  them  he  founded  his  opinion.  Sir 
Robert  Wilson  wrote  respecting  the  merits 
of  captain  Foskett  in  the  highest  terms. 
Colonels  Lamb  and  Asken  appeared  in 
their  letters  to  bear  equal  testimony  to  the 
character  and  military  merit  of  captain 
Foskett.  As  sir  R.  Wilson  had  quitted 
the  regiment  before  the  duke  of  Cumber- 
land was  appointed  to  the  command,  he 
concluded  that  if  the  hon.  general  had 
found  any  trace  of  irregularity,  or  want  of 
discipline,  in  that  previous  period,  he- 
would  have  brought  it  before  Parlianient. 
He  contended  that  the  conduct  of  captain 
Foskett  was  unexceptionable,  and  that  the 
testimony  of  col.  Asken  was  sufficient  to 
establish  that  fact.  But  it  had  been  said, 
that  the  article  of  war  was  imperative  on 
the  commander  in  chief;  still  his  hon. 
friend  required  only  that  the  commander 
in  chief  should  do  bis  duty.  The  com- 
mander in  chief  might  undoubtedly  say, 
t)iat  the  application  was  frivolous.  But  if 
gentlemen  would  take  the  trouble  of  read* 
ing  the  act  they  would  find  that  the  com- 
mander in  chief  had  no  option.  The  pe- 
tition did  not  profess  to  take  out  of  the 
hands  of  the  King  the  power  of  regulating 
such  mattery,  but  to  have  the  avenue  to 
the  throne  open  to  all  his  Majesty's  sub* 
jerts.  His  hon.  friend  bad  dwelt  at  length, 
and  perhaps  longer  than  was  necessary^ 
12H 
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on  the  circttmst^nces  of  tbe  duel^  and 
quoted  the  communications  of  Mr.  Wal- 
Tace«  Mr.  Nixon,  and  Mr.  Ross^all  of  whicli 
were  in  favour  of  captain  Foskett,  to  shew 
that  he  had  been  blameless  in  that  transf 
motion. — But  whatever  might  have- been 
the  circumstances  or  the  issue  of  the  duel> 
they  could  have  been  no  justification  of 
the  conduct  of  the  duke  of  Cumberland* 
He  should  be  glad  to  know  when  the  ad- 
jutant asked  captain  Foskett  the  private 
friend  of  Mr.  Ross,  if  he  knew  of  the  in- 
tended duel,  whether  any  private  gentle- 
man>  applied  to  under  similar  ciccum- 
Aances,  would  have  thought  himself  jus- 
tified in  divulging  what  had  been  commu- 
nicated to  him  in  confidence  ?  But  as  no 
proceeding  had  been  taken  at  the  time, 
either  in  a  military  view,  or  by  the  course 
of  law  against  captain  Foskett,  or  by  his 
col.  (Seymour),  it  was  dear  no  proceed- 
ing ought  to  be  sanctioned  not  consonant 
to  law.  He  contended  that  no  hair  trig- 
gers had  been  used.  The  hon.  gentleman 
then  went  into  a  statement  to  shew  that 
captain  Foskett's  troop  was  fit  for  service 
when  his  regiment  had  been  ordered 
abroad.  In  order  to  prove  too  that  this 
was  a  case  fit  for  the  mterfi^rence  of  th^ 
House,  he  referred  to  the  cases  of  colonel 
Cochrane  Johnstone,  and  of  lord  Burg- 
Iimrst  in  the  last  session.  The  present  was 
not  altogether  a  military  question:  it  did 
not  claim  redress  of  a  wrung  as  to  th^ 
army,  but  as  to  the  commander  in  chief; 
and  if  that  House  should  not  grant  the 
redress  desired,  it  would  by  its  decision 
that  night  sanction  a  principle  which 
would  be  extremely  injurious  to  the  pub- 
lic service. 

Mr.  Manning  supported  the  motion  and 
read  a  letter  stating  the  exemplary  con- 
duct of  captain  Foskett. 

Mr.  Manners  Sutton  regretted  that  the 
bon.  gent,  had  thought  proper  to,go  into 
Che  contents  of  papers  which  the  House 
had  refused  to  grant,  as  not  necessary. 
He  thought  that  the  whole  of  this  proceed- 
ing was  an  unwarrantable  attack  upon  the 
dnice  of  Cumberland.  V/hen  upon  a  for- 
mer night  this  question  was  under  consi- 
deration, he  had  abstained  from  entering 
into  the  consideration  of  the  contents  of 
tliese  papers,  not  because  he  was  not 
aware  of  their  existence,  but  because  it 
was  not  for  him  to  avail  himself  of  their 
contents  in  point  of  argumont.  Tlie  hon. 
gent,  then  took  a  review  of  the  circura- 
fttancosof  the  case,  and  concluded  bysay- 
li>g,  that  he  should  vote  against  the  motion. 


General  Ij^s  thought  the  House  might 
as  well  abolish  the  office  of  commander  in 
chief  altogether,  as  enter  into  the  gricr- 
ances  which  every  individual  officer  had 
to  bring  forward.  There  would  be  no 
end  to  such  petitions.  He  regretted  that 
the  duel  had  been  mentioned* on  this  af- 
fair, but  he  thought  that  the  duke  of  Cum- 
berland was  penectly  justified  in  the  re- 
commendation he  had  given. 

The  gallery  was  then  cleared  for  a  dvN 
vision,  but  the  House  did  not  divide.  Tha 
motion  was  then  negatived. 

[Seamen's  Bili..]     Mr.  Rose,  pursuant 
to  notice,  rose  to  move  for  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  for  the  increase  of  seamen.     His 
object  was  to  encourage  the  increase   of 
merchant  seamen.     He  was  aware  of  tba 
difficulties  and  jealousies  to  be  encounter* 
ed  in  any  interference  with  the  impress 
service;  but  if  ever  there  was  a  time  when 
that  interference   might  be  more  safcly^ 
admitted,  it  was  the  present.    His  plan 
was  for  the  establishment  of  naval  semi« 
naries  on  the  coasts,  where  boys  might 
have  a  due  initiation  into  the  profession  of 
a  seaman,  for  four  or  five  years.    The 
source  from,  whence  boys  should  be  drawn^ 
he  proposed  to  be  that  of  the  parish  pau- 
pers.    Of  these  there  were  about  90,00O, 
and  their  expence  would  not  cost  govern- 
ment more  than  5L  each.    This  supply 
would  keep  up  a  succession  of  seamen  to 
the  amount  of  seven  thousand  every  year. 
He  stated,  that  owing  to  the  severe  optra- 
lion  of  the  impress  service,  in  some  in* 
stances,  the  commanders  of  Indiamen  hare 
been  obliged  to  go  out  without  having  a 
regular   bred   seaman   on   board :    This 
might  have  been  the  cause  of  the  loss  of 
so  many  ships  in  that  service.     A  captain 
had  .gone  out  some   years  ago  with   hi* 
crew  similarly  circumstanced;  after,  how- 
ever, he  had  made  them  all  seamen,  they 
were  all  taken  from  him.     He  then  con- 
cluded by  moving  that  leave  be  given  to 
bring  in  a  bill  to  increase  the  number  of 
persons  bred  to  the  sea  service. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  approved  of  the  professed 
object  of  the  right  hon.  ^ent.'8  motion ;  he 
stated  that  the  rigour  of  the  impress  service 
in  the  Greenland  fishery  trade  had  been 
felt  so  severely  in  the  Orkneys  and  the 
isle  of  Shetland,  as  to  produce  there  a 
general  disgust  for  the  service.  He  re- 
commended some  species  of  commutati<in 
by  which  the  merchantmen  would  bind 
themselves  to  the  regular  supply  of  a  ce.- 
tain  proportion  of  seamen. 

Mr.  WUherforce  was  friendly  to  any  pTaii 
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VM  lik«Iyto  oraluply  ihe  ^oooactton 
beiweeo  the  navy  and  Iho  count ry. 

tjord  Cochrane  stated  a«  the  cause  of  the 
aevere  imprest  service  in  the  East  Indies^ 
the  iiDrooaerate  length  of  time  those  ships 
were  suffered  to  remain  upoa  the  same 
station,  until  the  greater  part  of  the  crews 
had  died  off. 

The  motion  was  then  agreed  to. 


BOUSE  or  LORDS. 

Friday,  June  S. 

[Debtor  and  Creditor  Laws.]  Lord 
Hedei^ale  rose  to  move  the  second  reading 
of  his  bill  to  prevent  vexatious  arrests. 
Though  it  VTas  late  in  the  sessicm,  be 
wished  the  bill  to  go  into  the  comaiittee. 

Lord  EUenb^roHgh,  while  he  approved 
of  ihe  object  of  the  bill,  yet  entertained 
serious  objections  to  it  in  its  present 
shape:  and  stroagljr  objected  to  the  pro* 
posed  plan  for  sending  cases  of  insolvency 
before  the  courts^  which  had  already  so 
much  important  and  necessary  basiness 
on  their  hands,  as  to  render  it  utterly  im* 
poasible  for  himself  and  the  rest  of  the 
judges  to  pay  attention  to  this  new  task. 
The  bill,  he  considered,  as  crude  and  per- 
fectly impracticable,  in  such  a  view  of 
its  operation.  He  therefore  urged  the 
propriety  of  withdrawing  it  for  the  pre- 
aeoi,  and  giving  time  to  re-consider  the 
subject  before  next  session.  He  had  heard 
nothing  of  it  till  a  few  days  ago  he  found 
four  copies  of  it  in  the  judges  chambers. 
He  objected  to  any  hasty  proceeding  on 
a  bill  so  impossible  to  carry  into  emct; 
and  he  should  feel  it  his  duty  to  divide 
the  House  on  the  question  if  it  were 
pressed.  At  present,  it  would  merely  be 
going  into  a  committee  of  inveniiuns, 
where  they  might  speculate  on  new  sys- 
tems; but  he,  who  most  become  the 
drudge  in  the  execution  of  them,  coold 
■ot  give  his  assent  to  such  a  proceeding. 

The  Earl  of  Moira  spoke  in  favour  of 
going  into  the  committee. 

The  Lord  CfumceUnr  complimented  the 
great  legal  learning  of  the  noble  anil 
learned  mover;  but  considering  the  late- 
ness of  the  session,  recommended  the  post- 
ponement of  any  farther  proceedings  till 
next  session. 

Earl  Suaihope  maintained  the  propriety 
of  committing  the  bill,  when  any  altera- 
tion that  was  necessary  might  be  made  in 
it.  His  lordship  did  not  perceive  the 
great  difficulty  of  adoptmg  the  principle 
•f  the  osMJp  hmwrum  into  the  JEogUsb  law* 


The  ietaied  lords  might,  in  a  committee, 
compare  all  their  difierent  opinions^  and 
decide  on  wluch  wsa  best.  He  lik^d  to 
see  the  noble  and  learned  lawyers  trio^ 
one  another,  and  it  sayed  him  the  trouble^ 
of  trimming  them  all  (a  laugh). 

Lord  MeivUle  remarked  on  the  dlflfi- 
,  cuity  noble  lords  now  seemed  to  discover 
'  in  altering  old  laws  and  foims.  He  was  a^ 
friend  to  the  bill,  which  was  founded  oix  % 
principle  whi«;h  had  been  happily  and 
conveniently  in  practice,  to  the  north  g( 
the  Tweed,  fcr  these  150  years« 

Lord  Ersldae  applauded  the  motives  and 
object  of  the  framer  and  friends  of  the 
bill :  but  reminded  the  Hou^e,  that  at  thii 
advanced  period  of  the  session,  they  could 
not  expect  in  the  conmiitv^e  the  assistance 
of  his  noble  and  learned  friend,  (Lord. 
Ellenborough)  whose  other  necessary  avo« 
cations  would  preclude  his  attendance^, 
and  with  whom  he  entirely  coincided  as 
to  the  impropriety  of  imposing  so  impos* 
sible  a  task  upon  the  judges,  who  are  al- 
ready overburthened  with  work.  He  re^ 
membered  being  admitted  a  member  of 
the  royal  society,  on  which  occasion  a 
long  and  learned  lecture  was  read  on  the 
subject  of  a  particular  fish ;  and  it  was 
gravely  shewn,  that  if  that  fish  bstd  been 
possessed  of  another  fin  in  a  particular 
place,  it  would  have  been  enabled  to 
swim  with  a  far  greater  degree  of  velo- 
city, (laughter.)  |le  who  made  the  fish, 
knew  best  what  was  most  necessary  for  its 
purposes.  So,  in  this  case,  uiii«:is  thjy 
gave  the  judges  a  new  fin,  some  greater 
powers  than  nature  had  bestpu'ed  upoa 
man,  they  never  could  fulfil  Uie  iiHentigns 
of  this  bill. 

The  Earl  of  Suffolk  defended  the  princi- 
ple of  the  bill ;  and  noticed,  with  much 
regret,  the  great  delays  and  expenses  that 
occucred  in  almost  all  our  law  proceedings. 
There  were  300  cases  before  that  House 
in  arrear;  and  in  one  case  only,  that  of 
the  Roxburgh  peerage,  an  expense,  he 
understood,  had  been  already  incurred,  of 
60.000/. 

Tlie  Lord  Chancellor  said,  that  such  exr 
pense  was  not  imputable  to  him,  who  sa( 
on  that  woolsack  for  two  or  three  hourf 
day  after  day^  without  being  able  to  get 
the  attendance  of  noble  lords  sufficient  tQ 
make  a  House  and  proceed  on  any  busi- 
ness. That  expense,  therefore,  was  mor^ 
Imputable  to  the  noble  earl  and  others^ 
who  declined  their  assistance. 

The  Earl  of  Hofdvn  spoke  in  favour  of 
the  bill 
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The  Duke  of  iVbi::/b/^  commended  the 
bill,  and  suggested  th«  propriety  of  re- 
lieving the  office  of  the  lord  high  chan- 
cellor from  some  of  the  laborious  duties 
attached  to  it. 

Lord  Holiund  used  various  arguments 
for  going  into  the  committee,  and  coming 
to  some  understanding  respecting  the 
modes  of  carrying  it  into  practice.  As 
for  the  story  of  the  ii<>h,  he  did  not  think  it 
quite  applicable:  but  agreed  with  his 
noble  and  learned  friend  on  the  divine 
origin  of  the  fish!  (a  laugh!)  He  who 
made  him  certainly  knew  best  what  was 
fit  fur  him ! 

Lord  Etlenbormtgh  rose  again,  and  ex- 
plained what  he  had  before  stated.  The 
bill  was  nothing  without  its  machiner}', 
and  the  machinery  proposed  was  abso- 
lutely and  totally  impracticable.  As  for 
the  observations  on  the  story  of  the  fish, 
bis  lordship  said  that  if  there  was  any 
contrivance  for  giving  the  judges  more 
than  muital  f>owers— ^if,  for  instance,  they 
would  vote  them  new  legs  and  new  arms, 
he  should  be  glad  they  would  discover 
bow,  and  where,  they  were  to  be  put  on. 
(a  laugh!)  If  he  consulted  his  interest 
merely,  he  should  be  in  favour  of  the 
measure;  but,  he  begged  their  lordships 
not  to  attempt  to  make  up  for  delay  in 
this  important  question,  by  useless  and 
dangerous  haste. 

Earl  Stanhope  said,  that  no  noble  lord 
need  take  up  the  observations  of  the  noble 
rarl  (Suffolk)  very  seriously,  as  his  object 
was  to  shew  the  propriety  of  relieving 
judges  frjm  too  great  labour.  "  I  shall 
just  make  a  remark  upon  my  noble  and 
learned  friend's  anecdote  of  the  lecture  at 
the  royal  society  about  the  fii»hf  The 
learned  lawyers,  if  they  like  it,  may  try 
to  quiz  us  philosophers  about  fins  and  gills, 
as  long  as  they  please  :  but  when  we  phi- 
losophers come  among  the  courts  of  law* 
why«  we  quiz  the  lawyers,  quite  as  much 
as  those  learned  lawyers  can  ever  quiz  as 
philosophers!''  (laughter!) 

Lord  Redcidale  supported  the  second 
reading,  on  the  principle  of  the  bill,  and 
the  going  into  the  committee,  for  the  very 
purpose  of  adapting  the  necessary  machi- 
nery for  its  operation.  The  great  diffi- 
culties he  had  found  in  adapting  a  new 
principle  to  oar  practice,  was  the  cause 
wliy  he  had  not  produced  the  bill  at  an 
earlier  period.  He  maintained  briefly 
the  good  policy  of  the  measure. 
'  Voxd  Elknborough  dtcVme6  dividing  the 
House.  Th^  bill  was  then  read  a  second 
time. 


[Campaign  in  Spain.]  The  Marqnu  of 
Lansdoum,  in  pursuance  of  the  notice  he 
had  given,  ruse  to  call  their  lordships  at- 
tention to  the  papers  relative  to  the  afikira 
of  Spain,  the  papers  concerning  whic^h  had 
so  long  laid  upon  the  table.  He  felt  that 
if  any  apology  was  necessary,  it  was  for 
the  frequent  delays  that  had  unavoidably 
taken  place;  but  be  could  assure  their 
lordships  that  the  postponement  had  arisen 
from  causes, over  which  he  had  no  controul. 
He  was  now  happy  to  see  that  these  de* 
lays  had  at  least  the  good  effect  of  pro* 
curing  the  presence  of  a  noble  marquis, 
(the  marquis  Wellesley)  who  was  so 
materially  interested  in  the  discussion ; 
and  on  the  other  hand  he  felt  considerable 
regret  that  another  noble  lord,  (Lord 
Grenville)  whose  prophetic  sentiments  on 
the  subject  had  been  so  calamitously  real- 
ized, was  still  detained  from  them  by  in- 
disposition. At  setting  out  he  should  first 
beg  to  recal  their  lordships  attention  to 
the  first  calamitous  campaign  in  Spam,  and 
to  thatr  campaign  in  Portugal,  which  ended 
in  the  disgraceful  and  lamentable  con ven- 
tion  of  Ciiitra.  He  begged  to  remind  them 
that  the  same  ministers  under  whose  jum- 
ble of  generals  that  convention  was  made, 
the  same  ministers  under  whose  auspices 
the  gallant  sir  John  Moore  and  his  army 
were  sacrificed,  strll  remained  entrusted 
with  (he  direction  of  the  military  resources 
and  affairs  of  this  country.  Those  minis* 
ters,  in  commencing  the  second  campaign, 
had  the  advantage  of  the  experieuce  af- 
forded by  the  first.  They  could  no  longer 
entertain  false  views  of  the  policy  to  be 
adopted 'in  the  Spanish  cause.  They  could 
no  longer  look  for  co-operation,  for  an 
efficient  government,  or  for  the  means  of 
supply  in  that  country,  for  they  had  al- 
ready, by  sad  experience,  become  ac- 
quainted with  the  fallacy  of  all  these  hopes. 
On  the  scene  of  Spain  itself,  they  had  re- 
hearsed ail  the  principles  they  bad  held  oif 
the  mode  in  which  a  war  of  co-operation 
with  Spain  should  be  conducted,  and 
dreadful  and  bloody  bad  that  rehearsal 
been.  Blind  as  these  directors  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's councils  might  be,  as  to  the  causes 
of  the  calamities  in  Spain,  they  could  not 
be  so  ignorant  of  what  had  passed,  as  not 
to  be  aw?  re  that  no  eflTtictual  co-opera  lion 
was  to  be  expected  in  case  of  our  trying 
another  expedition  to  that  country.  Yhat 
they  were  infonned  of  this,  appeared  from 
the  letter  of  Mr.  Secretary  Canning  to 
Mr.  Frere,  (page  7  of  that  correspondence) 
which  st^^ed  that  we  had  shea  oar  besi 
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blood  in  their  cause,  unassisted  by  the 
Spanish  government,  or  even  by  the  good 
will   of  the  country  through  which  our 
army  past.     It  was  therefore  clear,  that 
ministers  knew  they  were  in  error  to  look 
for  aid  in  the  auxiliary  forces  of  Spain. 
His  Majesty's  ministers  had,  however,  re- 
fused to  profit  by  the  experience  which,  so 
fatally   for  the  country,  had  thus  been 
gained,  and  had  embarked  another  army 
in  the  same  cause,  actine  precisely  upon 
the  same  principles  which  had  beu>re  led 
to  failure,  and  which  all  the  information 
they  had  received  from  their  own  agents, 
should  have  induced  them  to  believe  must 
again  lead  to  a  similar  failure.     Before 
taking  op  the  main  point,  the  advance  of 
sir  Arthur  Wellesley,  his  lordship  adverted 
to  the  mission  of  sir  George  Smith  to 
Cadiz,  who  appeared,  most  singularly,  to 
have  been  sent  there  without  any  commu- 
nication of  the  object  of  his  mission  to  Mr. 
Frere,  our  minister  in  Spain,  who  thus  re- 
maining in  ignorance  upon  the  subject, 
counteracted  the  object   of   sir  George 
Smith's  mission,  and  the  greatest  confusion 
ensued.    This  gentleman  was  dispatched 
from  Enffland  on  the  28th  of  December, 
entrusted  with  a  moet  important  mission, 
relative  to  the  occupation  of  Cadiz.     At 
this  period  Mr.  Frere  was  the  British  mi- 
nister with  the  Supreme  Junta,  at  Seville; 
and  from  the  10th -December  to  the  20th 
of  January,  as  it  appeared  from  the  papers, 
no  fewer  than  five  dispatches  were  sent  to 
him,  in  not  one  of  which  was  any  mention 
made  of  the  important  mission  and  instruc- 
tions of  sir  George  Smith.     Whether  Mr. 
Canning    was    ignorant    of   sir  George 
Smith's  mission,  or  whether  his  silence  on 
that  subject  proceeded  from  the  most  cul- 
pable negligence,  remained  yet  with  the 
noble  lords  opposite  to  explain.     But  this 
one  thing  was  evident,  that  the  mission  of 
air  George  Smith  being   altogether   un- 
known   to    Mr.   Frere,  was    productive 
of  the  utmost  disorder  and  confusion.     In 
proof  of  this  be  ha^  only  to  read  a  passage 
nrom  Mr.  Frere's  dispatch,  which  stutetl, 
that  "  the  mission  of  sir  George  Smith,  tuu\ 
his  having  ordered  troops  to  proceed  from 
Lisbon  to  Cadiz,  without  appealing  to  him 
(Mr.  Frere),  had  given  rise  to  a  strong 
suspicion,  that  Something  sinister  was  in- 
tended by  the  British  government,  in  con- 
sequence of  which  the  utmost  confusion 
prevailed."    These  troops  thus  sent  round 
from  Lisbon  to  Cadiz,  remained  there  on 
board  their  ships,  and  answered  no  other 
purpose  bat  that  of  creating  dissension  in 


Cadiz,  and  a  suspicion  of  the   British. 
Such  a  measure  could  not  have  been  con* 
trived,  but  by  the  same  men  who  the  ye«r 
before  sent  an  army  under  General  Baird 
to  Corunna,  without  having  previously  en* 
sured  their  permission  u>  land,  either  from 
the  local  or  Central  Junta.     He  did  not, 
however,  call  their  lordships  attention  to 
this  matter  so  much  as  connected  with  his 
present  purpose,  as  to  shew  the  total  want 
of  concert  and  prudencein  the  conduct  of 
ministers.     He  now  came  to  the  more  ma* 
terial  parts  of  the  correspondence,  from 
which  it  would  be  seen  that  a  few  months 
after  the  period  of  which  he  had  been 
speaking,  sir  Arthur  Wellesley  was  dis> 
patched  to  Portugal.     In  page  I  would 
be  found  his  first  instructions  with  regard 
to  Spain  at  that  moment,  exhibited  in 
a  most  interesting  point  of  view.     For 
after  the  retreat  of  sir  John  Moore,  the 
Spaniards  had  resorted  to  that  species  of 
warfare,  which  experience  had  shewn  In 
be  the  only  way  in  which  they  could  hope 
for  success,  and  from  which  he  sincerely 
regretted  they  had  ever  been  tempted  to 
depart.    They  had  adopted  the  -defensive 
system,  which  had  always  been  attended 
with  incalculable  advantage,  as  wan  nrong- 
ly  shewn  from  the  intercepted  correspon- 
dence of  Soult  to  King  Joseph,  in  wbicb 
he  stated,  that  in  general  actions,  he  was 
invariably  successful,  but  that  the  war 
carried  on  by  the  peasantry  was  so  de- 
structive, that  no  army  could  resist  it.     Ife 
was,  however,  at  the  very  moment  when 
this  system  was  so  successfully  pursued 
-—when   ex(>erience  had  proved  that  all 
hopes  of  co-operation  were  vain,  and  the 
most  melancholy  experience  had  shewn  its 
insufficiency— it  was  at  this  very  moment 
that  sir  A.  Wellesley  was  sent  to  FortugaL 
What  then  were   his  first  instructions  ^ 
— "  to  relieve  Portugal  from  the  presence 
of  a  French  army,  and  then  to  co-operate 
with  the  Spanish  armies  for  the  common 
cause."    Yet  it  soon  occurred  to  ministers 
that  they  had  not  obtained  from  the  Spa- 
nish government  any  of  these  securities 
for  supplies,  &c.  which  they  had  declared 
to  be  necessary  before  assisting  them  with 
another  British  army ;  and  they  accord- 
ingly, on  the  2(i  of  April,  drew  up  a  se- 
cond set  of  instructions  tor  their  general, 
which  completely  did  aw<iy  the  eliect  of 
the  first.     By  thesv,  he  was  directed  not 
to  enter  upon  a  campaign  in  Spain,  with- 
out express  instructions  to  that  effect  from 
ministers.     Then  came  the  third  instruct 
lions,  on  the  2^th  May^  which,  if  tbe 
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proved  so  calamitoliff  to  the  gallant  sir 
John  Moore  and  his  amy;  and  without 
providing,  or  lookii^g  to  the  future,  or 
being  warned  by  the  horrors  of  the  past, 
they  had  plunged  headlong  into  tlie  same 
dcioger,  and  experienced  still  greater  mis- 
ibrtunes^  The  brave  Moore  and  hi^  com- 
panions m  glory  might  have  solaced  their 
dying  moments  with  the  consolation,  that, 
though  they  fell  sacrifices  to  the  rishness 
and  incapacity  of  ministers,  their  un- 
happy fate  would  be  «o  awful  a  warning, 
and  inculcate  so  useful  a  lesson,  that  no 
future  British  general  or  soldier  should  be 
aent  to  perish  in  so  unwise  an  attempt, 
founded  on  a  trust  in  Spanish  co*opera<» 
tion.  But,  alas !  even  m  the  very  next 
year  after  they  died,  ministers,  as  preci- 
pitate and  rash  as  before,  again  would  try 
the  same  experiment.  With  tliem,  dream 
after  dream  ensued,  and  every  dream 
ended  in  bitter  disappointment,  till  the 
yporld  rang  with  the  vain  sound.  .Let 
their  lordships  look  at  the  papers,  and  the 
defeats  that  had  been  experienced,  and 
they  would  be  able  to  see  whether  the 
millions  they  had  voted  had  been  wisely 
or  properly  expended.  lie  (did  cherish 
the  hope,  and  would  cherish  it  to  the  last, 
that  if  ever  Europe  was  saved,  this  coun- 
try would  be  an  important  agent  in  that 
great  event.  But  it  could  never  be  ac- 
complished by  rash  expeditions  like  these, 
without  consulting  the  means  of  our  al- 
lies;  and  destroying  our  own  force,  by 
dividing  it  on  dillerent  hazards.  The  de- 
jirable  object  was  only  to  be  achieved  by 
a  prudent  use  of  the  resources  with  which 
providence  had  blessed  ns.  Such  was  not 
the  use  made  by.  his  Majesty's  present 
counsellors,  and  it  was  important  that  their 
lordships  should  be  convinQed  of  this, 
from  the  insufficiency  of  what  they  had 
already  attempted.  The  more  so,  indeed, 
.as  they  ivere  in  some  measufe  paities  in 
these  calamities,  by  passing  over,  witliout 
notice,  the  errors  of  tne  former  campaign. 
On  these  grounds,  he  would  conclude  by 
moving  two  Resolutions.  They  were  to 
the  following  eficct : 

I.  "  That  it  appears  to  this  House, 
after  the  most  attentive  examination  of  the 
p.)pt?rs  laid  before  them,  relative  to  the 
late  campaign  in  Spain,  that  the  safety  of 
the  army  was  rmprovidently  atid  uselessly 
risked,  and  every  loss  and  calamity  suf- 
fer cil,  without  grouj)d  ou  which  to  expect 
any  good  re<iult,  and  that  tlie  whole  did 
c^nd  in  the  reuealof  the  army. 

Ud>  **  Thaij  previous  lu  entering  on  this 


campaign,  ministers  did  not  procure  tlie 
necessary  information  of  the  state  of 
Spain,  or  of  its  military  resources— of  the 
supplied  that  could  be  afforded,  &c.  as  xbm 
most  obvious  policy  required  ;  .  and  that 
the  result  of  this  rashness  and  ii^norance 
was  a  result  the  most  calamitous/' 

The  Marquis  Wdlesley  spoke  io  reply, 
and  said,  that  the  sentiment  which  formed 
the  conclusion  of  the  able  and  eloquent 
speech  of  ilie  noble  marquis  who  opened 
the  great  question  then  under  discomoo, 
mignt  justly  constitute  not  only  the  <x>ui- 
mencement  of  his  (marquis  Wellesley's) 
address  to  their  lordships,  but  the  maia 
foundation  of  the  w^hole  argument  wbidi 
it  was  his  duty  to  submit  to  their  consider* 
ation.—- The  noble  man^uis  (Lansdowne) 
had  justly  stated,  that  if  ever  Europe  was 
to  be  rescued  from  the  degradation  and  op- 
pression, into  which  she  had  unhappily 
fallen,  England  must  be  principal  agent  in 
the  accomplishment  of  that  great  work; 
the  noble  marquis  might  have  added,  that 
the  fairest  opportunity,  the  brightest  pros- 
pect which  had  offered  itself  for  several 
years  of  reasserting  the  independance  of 
Europe,  and  with  it  the  security  of  this 
country,  opened  at  the  moment  when  Spaia 
magnanimously  rose  to  Qiaintain  her  le- 
gitimate monarchy,  and  to  resist  the  most 
unprincipled  usurpation  of  which  history 
affords  an  example.     In  this  statement  be 
perfectly  acquiesced,  and  he  should  there- 
fore make  it  the  chief  ground  of  the  argu- 
ments with  which  he  should  trouble  their 
lordships  on  the  present  occasion. 

The  noble  marquis  (Lansdowne)  had  em- 
phatically dwelt  on  the  misfortunes  and  dis- 
asters which  attended  the  first  campaign 
in  Spain  under  general  Moore,  and  thence 
had  argued,  that  the  sad  experience  with 
which  they  had  furnished  ministers, should 
have  warned  them  against  the  perils  of 
such  enterprises,  and  deterred  the  British 
government  from  any  new  attempt  to  co- 
operate with  the  Spanish  armies.  No 
man,  lord  W.  said,  could  more  deeply  do* 
plore  than  he  did,  the  calamities  and  dis- 
asters of  that  campaigni— No  man  could 
more  sincerely  lament  than  he  did*  the 
melancholy  fate'  of  the  distinguished  gene- 
ral who  commanded  the  Britisb^hkiy,or  the 
loss  of  the  many  brave  men  who  perished 
in  that  arduous  service. — But  while  he 
was  ready  to  admit  that  the  re^sult  of  that 
campaign  was  in  some  respects  calculated 
to  cast  a  gloom  over  the  fresh  glory  which 
the  battle  of  Corunna,  which  the  patience^ 
the  discipline,  the  steadiness,  and  the  in« 
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tref^idity  of  the  British  troops  so  largely 
shed   under  soch  trying  circumstances  on 
the  character  of  the  ^British  arras,  he  mast 
ai  the  same  time  contend,  that  the  result  of 
tb&t    campaign  would   have  proved    far 
more  unfortunate  had  it  induced  the  Bri- 
tish government  to  consider  the  cause  of 
Spain  as  desperate: — to  believe  that  the 
book  was  for  ever  closed  against  it;  and 
consequently  that  they  must  desist  from 
aiFbrding   any  further  assistance  to  that 
generous  nation  ii*  her  exertions  against 
the  common  enemy.*-AVou)d  not  such  a 
result  have  betrayed  every  noble  princi- 
ple, every  generous  sentiment  which   is 
know^n  to  have  prompted  our  wishes  and 
mir  aid  in  favour  of  that  gallant  people  ? 
Would  it  not  have  disappointed  the  fair 
hopes  of  Spain,  and  the  general  expecta- 
tions of  Europe.    Above  all  would  it  not 
have  proved  highly  injurious  to  the  best 
interests,  if  not  fatal  perhaps,  to  the  future 
security  of  these  realms? — Yet  such,  he 
understood,  was  the  conduct  which  on 
that   occasion  the  noble  marquis  would 
have  wished  this  country  to  have  pursued, 
admonished  by  the  result  of  that  6rst  cam- 
paign.— Would  the  noble  marquis  then 
hare  had  us  unconcernedly  look  on,  and 
tamely  allow  France  to  take  possession  of 
all  the  naval  and  commercial  resources  of 
Spain  ?    Could  even  the  firmness  of  his 
mind  behold  without  alarm  the  whole  of 
these  maritime  means  pass  into  the  hands 
of  a  man,  the  sworn  enemy  of  this  country, 
in  whose  grasp  (hey  must  become  so  fur- 
midable  not  only  to  her  prosperity,  but 
even   to  her  very  existence  ?    Such  an 
opinion,  if  it  be  really  that  of  the  noble 
marquis,  may  doubtless  denote  grest  in- 
trepidity; but  it  did  not  argue  an  equal 
degree  of  prudence. — For  his  part  he  saw 
matters  in  a  very  different  point  of  view, 
and  convinced  therefore,  he  was  not  only 
of  the  propriety,  but  of  the  necessity,  of 
renewing  every  effort  to  assist  and  encou- 
rage Spain,  and  to  keep  alive  and  foment 
the  spirit  of  resistance,  which  she  still  con- 
tinues to  exert  against  her  perfidious  in- 
vader, a  resistance  by  which  alone  we  can 
hope  \o  succeed  in  keeping  out  of  the 
bands  of  France  the  naval  and  commercial 
resources  of  that  country .-^On  these  prin* 
ciples  it  was  that  his  Majesty's  govern* 
mentagain  endeavoured  to  assist  the  Spa- 
nish people  in  their  noble  struggle,  and 
on  these  principles,  he  conceived,  that 
such  an  endeavour  was  perfectly  justified. 
Bat  before  he  proceeded  more  partico- 
calarly  to  ezsmine  the  grovnds  of  oljec* 


tion  which  had  been  uken  by  the  iiobl# 
marquis,  he  must  beg  leave  to  lay  before 
^their  lordships  a  sketch  of  t)ie  plan  of 
British  operations,  which  had  been  adopted 
in  the  peninsula.  The  first  object  of  that 
plan  was  to  expel  the  enemy  from  the 
north  of  Portugal ;  and  the  next,  to  pro- 
ceed to  the  South  and  assist  in  the  attack 
upon  marshal  Victor.  A  more  extended 
pFan  of  campaign  was  not  then  in  contem- 
plation, nor  indeed,  couM  such  a  plaa  be 
then  safely  acted  upon.  For  true  it  is,  that 
the  Spaniards,  from  motives  which  it  might 
be  imprudent  to  discuss,  and  which  it  was 
impossible  to  contrcful,  were  averse  to 
the  admission  of  a  British  force  into  Cadiz, 
a  condition,  however,  which  was  judged,  to 
be  an  indispensable  preliminary  to  em- 
ploying a  British  army  in  that  part  of 
Spain,  and  indeed,  absolutely  necessary,  in 
case  of  retreat,  to  the  safety  of  a  British 
army  so  employed.  It  is  also  true  that  it 
was  the  wish  of  the  Spanish  government^ 
that  the  British  troops  should  have  imme- 
diately proceeded  against  Victor,  but 
lord  Wellington  deemed  it  to  be  more  ur- 
gent, first  to  drive  the  enemy  from  the 
northern  provinces  of  Portugal,  provinces 
which  abounded  in  resources  of  every 
kind,  and  which,  therefore,  should  not  be 
left  at  the  disposal  of  the  French.  On  this 
principle,  and  wiih  this  view,  the  enemy 
was  expelled,  not«nly  from  the  north,  but 
from  the  whole  of  Portugal.  And  willany 
man  now  pretend  to  say,  that  Portu^i 
does  not  afrord  a  most  advantageous  mili- 
tary position,  a  position  which,  if  occa- 
sion should  arise,  would  enable  us  to  carry 
on  operations  on  a  larger  scale,  or  always 
at  least  to  aid  more  effectually  the  opera- 
tions of  the  Spaniards  ?  In  fact  it  cannot 
be  denied  that  the  possession  of  Portugal, 
is  not  only  necessary  for  the  defence,  but 
essential  even  to  the  safety  of  Spain.— 
This  first  point  being  then  attained,  per- 
mission was  given,  and  wisely  given  in  hn 
opinion,  to  lord  Wellington  to  extend  his 
operations,  beyond  the  frontier  of  Portogti  I, 
so  far  into  Spain,  as  should  not  be  incom- 
patible in  his  judgment,  with  the  defence 
and  security  of  Portugal.  Nor  did  lor  J 
Wellington  exceed  the  limit  of  these  in- 
structions; nor  in  his  conference  with  ge* 
neral  Cuesta  did  he  engage  to  do  more 
than  to  put  that  general  in  possession  of 
the  course  of  'the  Tagus,  and  open  his 
communication  with  La  Mancha  and  with 
general  Venegas.  That  engagement  lord 
Wellington  strictly  fulfilled  ;  and  the 
performance  of  it  might,  no  doubt,  have 
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lajd  the  foundation  of  a.  more  extended 
scale  of  opei;ations.    It  was  not,  however, 
e3Ctended  beyond  a  joint  operation  with 
general  Coesta,  in  attacking  the  corps  un- 
der marshal  Victor.  Yet  great  blame  has 
now   been  imputed  to  his  Majesty's  go- 
vernment, for  having  allowed  him  to  ex- 
tend it  even  so  far ;  miniilersj  it  was  said^ 
were  weli  aware  of  the  weak  and  ineffi- 
cient state  of  the  Spanishgovernpaent;  nor 
had  they  taken  any  pains  to  amend  and 
strengthen  it.     From  such  a  government, 
they  consequently  could  not  have  expected, 
either  vigour  in   council  or    energy    in 
the  field.    They  aI.<K>  knew  of  what  ma- 
terials the  Spanish  armies  were  composed, 
and  the  state  of  their  organization  and 
discipline;  what  degree  of  reliance  should 
be  placed    on  such  troops  in  combined 
operations  it  was  therefore  by  no  means 
difficult  to  conjecture.    Neither  were  they 
unacquainted  with  the  temper  and  cha- 
racter of  the  Spanish  general^  with  whom 
the  British  commander  would  have  to  con- 
cert his  plans  ;  and  they  could  not  there- 
fore have  fairly  iooked  for  harmony  of 
mei^ureSf  and  cordiality  of  co-operation 
between  these  two  chiefs.  Notwithstanding 
ho^vever,  all  these  pbvious  reasons  to  dis- 
suade them  from  the  attempt ;  they  again 
endangered  (he  safety  of  the  British  troops, 
by  involving  them  in  a  co-operation  with 
the  Spanish  armies.      These  objections, 
he   (marquis  Wellesley)    was    ready  to 
ipeet  severally,  and  he  was  confident  that 
he  should  be  able  both  to  justify  the  Bri- 
tish government,  in  sending  out  such  in- 
structions, to  lord  Wellington,  and  lord 
Wellington  in  having  acted  upon  them. 

As  to  the  first  charge,  that  ministers  had 
neglected  to  suggest  and  recommend  im- 
provements in  the  frame  of  the  Spanish 
government,  it  would  be  found  completely 
refuted  by  the  papers  on  their  lordships' 
table.  From  these  it  would  appear  that 
the  utmost  attention  had  been  paid  to  this 
great  object  both  by  his  Majesty's  govem- 
nient,  and  bv  bis  Majesty's  representatives 
in  Spain.  It  was  a  leading  consideration 
in  the  mind  of  bis  right  hon.  friend  (Mr. 
Canning^  «ho  then  so  ably  filled  the  si- 


ertioni  to  promote  the  same  object.  No 
occasion  was  omitted  by  them  to  press  the 
propriety  of  amending  and  strengthening 
the  frame  of  government^  by  concentrating 
the  executive  power  into  a  more  compact 
form,  and  by  resting  that  power  on  the  sup- 


port of  the  collective  wisdm  of  tlie 
tion,  and  a  due  representation  of  all  the 
estates  ef  the  realm,  knowing  that  a  go* 
vemment  would  look  in  Tain  for  ▼igofur 
and  effect,  that  was  not  animated   by  the 
spirit  and  put  in  motion  by  the  energies 
of  a  free  and  loyal  people ;  (cries  of  ^ear  ! 
hear!)  nor  was  less  care  taken  to  itKcoI- 
cate  the  necessity  of  correcting  tbe  ta^ny 
abuses,   which    a  long    course    of    evil 
government    had    engendered ;    and    of 
alleviating  the  exactions  which  weigheil 
so  heavily  on  every  part  of  the  Spanish 
dominions.    Mr.  Stoart  ahxix>iisly  applied 
himself  to  tbe  attainment  of  these   great 
objects,  and  applied  himself  to  it  ioribe 
true  spirit  of  a  Briton,  paying  homage  to 
the  form  of  his  own  government^  and  to 
the  opinions  of  his  countrymen  in  every 
advice  which  he  offered  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  government  of  Spain. — Bot 
too'  much  perhaps  was  at  that  time  ex- 
pected   by  those  who  were  struck   and 
dazzled  by  the  splendour,  the  glory,  the 
majesty    of  tbe    Spanish   caose-^^Wiih 
minds  full  of  the  feelings  pf  the  moment, 
and  exalted  by  the  grand  scene  then  ex- 
hibited in  Spam,  they  too  eagerly  hoped 
to  see  the  government  of  that  country  sud- 
denly assume  the  fairest  form,  and  burst 
forth  at  once  into  the  fullest  perfection. 
It  might  however  have  been  remembered 
that  such  is  not  the  ordinary  coarse  of 
human  a£&irs,  nor  the  usual  march  of  the 
human  mind ;  that  on  the  contrary,  nations 
under  such  circumstances,  are  generally 
observed  to  move  in  a  retrograde  direc- 
tion, until  they  again  advance,  and  ulti- 
mately reach  that  point  of  perfection  to 
which  their  ideas  and  their  exertions  had 
aspired.    It  was  not  therefore  natural  to 
expect  that  by  any  efforts  of  Mr.  Stuart's 
or  of  the  British  government,  any  thing 
like  a  perfect  form  of  government  coda 
in  a  moment  be  established  in  Spain.    A 
very  general  disposition  and  desire  prB» 
vailed  at  the  same  time  in  all  ranks  of 
society  throughout  Spain,  to  take  a  sfasre 
in  the  new  government.—- That  desire  and 
disposition,    under   other  circumstances, 
perhaps,  no  bad  elements  in  the  compo* 
sition  of  a  government,  then  gave  rise  to 
intrigues,    jealousies    and     competitions, 
which  operated  as  obstructions  to  the  for* 
mation  of  a  good  one.    Yet  notwithstand- 
ing all  these  obstructions  and  counterac- 
tions, the  exertions  of  Mr.  Stuart  were 
not  altogether  onsuccessfuL    Some  coo* 
centration  of  powers  wasefibcted;  some 
de^pree  of  onion  was  brought  aboi|t«  and  s 
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■hadow  atbufcof  oa  execmiTe  powtr  wat 
obtainad.    Mr.  Frere  oo  his  am?al  foomd 
tbe  wqrk  bf gUD»  and  thus  far  ia  iu  pro- 
great  ;  and  treading  steadily  in  the  rool- 
ateps  of  his  predecessor,  he  exerted  his 
best  endeaTours  to  promote  itsconpletioo. 
But  whatafter  all,  was  a  British  mtniater  to 
do?  Was  he  to  attempt  changei«  and  in- 
sist upon  alleratioAs  in  the  system  of  go- 
▼emsaent  which   he  foand  eatablished  } 
Cottld    he  have    done  more  than   ofier 
his  observftioas  and  advice,  especially  as 
the  Juau  had  listened  attentively  to  his 
suggestions,   and   had  promised  to  take 
them  into  consideration.    They  had  more- 
over as  earljT  as  September  1808  comma- 
nicated    their    indention   of   calling    the 
Cortes,  and  in  April  1($09  they  eyen  an- 
nounced their  determination  of  surrender- 
ing their  own  power.    This  was  no  erdi^^ 
nar^  eSort  of  the  human  mind;  no  slight 
indication  of  a  genuine  spirit  of  self-de- 
nial.   Men  invested  urith  power  are  seldom 
very  forward  to  resign  it.    They  are  m 
«jow  to  discover  their  insufficiency  for  its 
exercise — (a  cry  of  hear!  hear!  fromtho 
Opposition  side  of  the  House.)*— A  virtue 
of  still  slower  srowth  is  the  resolution  to 
roform  themselves.— They  seem  to  be  c^ 
that  sect  of  philospphers  whose  precept 
and  [Practice  it  was  to  postpone  their  refor- 
mation till  the  morrow.    But,  was  this  r^ 
Ittctance  and  tardiness  on  the  part  of  the 
Junta  to  improve  tbe  govemmcntof  Spain, 
to  be  made  a  topic  of  censure  against  hia 
Majesty's  government?    Were  they   to 
have  proceeded,  even  if  it  had  been  in 
their  power,  to  destroy  the  existing  state 
of  things  in  Spain,  merely  from  a  wish  to 
see  a  inore  pure  and  perfect  form  of  ro* 
Temment  substituted  in  its  room  ?  Wnat 
other  effect  could  such  an  attempt  have 
produced,  but  that  of  planting  lealousy 
and  distrust  in  tbe  heart  of  S^un  ?— As 
far,  however,  as  circumstancesal  lowed,  and 
prudence  permitted,  every  eflbrt  was  em* 
ployed  for  tbe  improvement  of  the  Spanish 
government,  which  it  was  possible  to 
exert  without  havmg  incurred  the  risk  of 
discomposing  the  temper,  and  disturbing 
the  harmony  of  the  allianoe*-*-Bot  it  has 
been  objected,  that,  previously  to  the  ad- 
Tance  of  lord  Wellinflton  into  Spain,  both 
the  British  commander,  and  the  British 
government  who  had  instructed  him  so  to 
advance,  were  well  aware  of  tbe  inability 
of  that  part  of  Spain  to  furnish  supplies, 
and.  of  chat  of  the  Junta  to  command  them ; 
that  it  was  therefore  unwarrantable  in  the 
BriUsh-gofenimaBt  to  instruct  Urn  to  en- 


ter Spain,  and  imprudent  on  tbe  pfrt  o£ 
lord  Wellington  to  act  upon  such  instruc* 
tions.  Now  their  lordships  would  recollect 
that  the  Junta  was  very  difierently  consti-i 
tuted  when  lord  Wellington  advanced  into 
Spain,  from  what  it  was  when  general 
Moore  entered  that  country.  He  would 
not  deny,  but  that  doubts  were  expressed 
in  the  papers  on  the  tablaof  the  general 
efficiency  of  the  Spanish  government;  but 
at  the  period  of  time  now  alluded  to,  the« 
had  giTen  particular  instances  of  aeal,  acii* 
vity  and  energy,  in  procuring  supplies  of 
every  kind  for  their  own  armies.  In  thn 
disastrous  battle  of  Model  Hn,  the  Spaaiarda 
had  lost  their  artillery,  baggage  and  ma^ 
gazines ;  vet  in  the  short  space  of  a  month 
all  these  rosses  were  repaired,  and  that 
army  under  f(en«  Coesta  was  again  com* 
pletely  proTisioned  and  refitted.  After  s^ 
signal  a  proof  that  the  Junta  pofsessed  tho 
means  and  the  power  of  supplying  their 
own  armies,  was  latd  WellingUMi  to  with« 
hold  all  co-operation  with  tbeea  on  the 
mere  ground  of  asa^iicionj  thatthey  warn 
unable  or  onwilliog  to  supply  the  British 
troops?  Besides^  whan  lord  Wellin^^ton 
approached  Spain,  the  frame  of  the  legisln* 
tive  and  executive  power  in  that  fouotiy 
had  been  considerably  improved.  It  waiu 
therefore,  right  in  him  to  think  that  ihn 
Junta  were  duly  qualifie<l  to  discharge  Iba 
functions  of  government.  But  the  nobki 
marquia  seemed  also  to  msinuato  that  lord 
W.  bad  taken  no  pvecantions  to  ensnmim 
supply  of  his  army.  What  precaotioaii 
did  he  not  tjiake,  wnich  it  depended  upon 
him,  to  have  taken  ?  Did  he  not  applv 
to  Mr.  Frere  to  inculcate  on  the  Spanisn 
government  the  necessity  of  fomtsbing 

Erovisions,  and  the  means  of  transport  foe 
is  army  ?  Did  he  not  himsoif  directky 
and  repeatedlv  represent  to  the  Spaoisli 
government  the  urgent  need  in  which  bo 
stood  of  the  immediate  furtheranoe  of 
such  supplies  f  In  conseouence  of  theao 
applications  were  not  oroers  instantly  ia* 
sued  to  furnish  him  with  every  thing 
which  he  had  roqoired  ?  and  was  it  foo 
him  to  doubt  the  power  of  the  Jonuto 
enforce  the  execution  of  their  ownorders« 
especially  after  the  previous  proof  what 
they  had  siven  of  their  ability  to  rappiir 
and  refit  tneir  own  armies  f 

The  next  point  touched  upon  by  the 
noble  marquis,  was  the  character  of  thn 
Spanish  armies,  and  that  of  the  neneral 
with  whom  lord  Wellington  had  mom 
immediately  to  co-operate.  Of  the  Spaoisl| 
amies  lord  W«  hiMi  no  la|owled|;a  .bn| 
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what  ne  derived  from  the  general  opinion 
that  prevailed  of  them.  The  army  imme- 
diately ander  the  command  of  gen^Cuesta, 
had  every  appearance  of  discipline  and  effi- 
^ency.  Would  it  then  have  been  jast  or 
Wis^'in  lord  W.  to  have  formed  a  contrary 
opinion  of  thern^  before  h^  could  justify 
that  opinion  on  the  ground  and  result  of 
lis  oWn  experience  ?  He  knew  something 
of  the  character  of  lord  W.,  and  be  could 
Afely  say  that  he  was  not  precipitate  in 
forming  his  judgment^  and  that  his  opi  - 
nions  were  generally  the  result  of  mature 
consideration.  But  was  it  not,  the  noble 
)ord(Lansdowne)  asked,  highly  imprudent 
in  lord  W.  to  entrust  to  Spanish  troops, 
especially  after  what  he  himself  had  said 
of  them,  the  defence  of  the  important 
pass  of  the  Puerto  de  Banos?  To  this 
question  he  would  answer,  that  whatever 
^flight  be  the  merits  or  demerits  of  the 
S^panish  troops  in  other  respects,  it  %vas 
admitted,  and  the  fact  had  more  than  once 
jtistifiK^  the  admission,  that  they  were  per- 
liectly  well  qualified  for  the  defence  of 
itrong  posts,  and  of  positions,  in  the  moun- 
iciins,  such  as  that  of  Banos.  In  services 
of  chat  nature  they  had  already  acquired 
very  great  credit,  and  6n  many  such  oc- 
casions they  had  eminently  distinguished 
Ihelnftelves.  Was  lord  W.  then  to  be  the 
iirst  to  discover  or  suspect  their  unfitness 
for  such  employment  ? 

Me  would  now  come  to  the  character  of 
general  Cuesta.    After  the    opinion  ex- 

Sressed  of  that  general  by  Mr.  Frere, 
ow,it  ^as  asked,  could  lord  Welling- 
ton have  reposed  Any  confidence  in 
hm  ?  *  He  (marquis  Wellesley)  had  him- 
self, oflen  delivered  an  opinion  of  the 
character  of  that  general,  and  he 
would  hot  hesitate  to  repeat  it.  From  his 
<!onduct  in  the  last  campaign  he  had  con- 
sidered him  as  wholly  disqualified  from 
having  the  command  of  ^an  army.  Such 
was  the  intractability  and  irritability  of 
his  temper,  a  disposition  which  was  con- 
siderably heightened  by  the  extreme  de- 
bility of  his  constitution,  that  he  was  ut- 
terly unfit  for  an  active  command,  or  for 
the  punctual  execution  of  preconcerted 
plans.  But  when  lord  Wellington  had 
first  to  aet  in  concert  with  that  general,  he 
had  a  great  reputation  '  for  spirit,  intrepi- 
dity, and  talent.  His  known  dislike  of 
the  Junta,  and  his  desire  to  correct  the 
Ticea  of  the  Spanish  government,  were  in 
fevour  of  his  discernment.  He  had  be- 
sides a  large  party  in  the  country,  and  his 
diars^r  stood  iiigh  in  the  public  esti- 


mation. And  were  not  these  fair  grounds 
to  justify  lord  Welling^n's  reliance  on 
the  efficiency  and  cordiality  of  his  co* 
operation  ? 

The  next  topic  of  censure  selected  by 
the  noble  marquis,  was  the  arrangement 
made  by  lord  W.  to  carry  his  plan  into  exe* 
cution.     Now  what  was  the  specific  nature 
of  the  operation,  \vhich  he  undertook? 
What  was  it  that  more  particularly  than 
any  other  point  characterised   the  talents 
and  the  tactics  of  Buonaparte,  and  of  hns 
generals,  a  frequent  theme  of  panegyric 
with  noble  lords  on  the  other  side  of  the 
House  ?  Was  it  not  to  seize  every  ocrca- 
sion  of  attacking'  separate  '  corps  of  the 
army  with  whom  they  had  to  contend, 
and  of  defeating  them  in  detail.     Was 
not    this    precisely    the    plan    pursoed 
by -lord  Wellington?   Did    he  not  pro- 
pose   to  attack   Victor  on  the   23rd    of 
July,  when  the  corps  under  that    general 
was  separated  from  the  other  corps  of  the 
French  army,  and  at  a  time  when  it  would 
have  been  impossible  for  the  enemy  to 
have  concentrated  his  forces.-— This  plan, 
as  far  as  lord  W.  was  concerned,  would 
undoubtedly  have    proved    successful.-* 
Victor  had  but  28,000  men  on  the  2Srd 
of  July— Sauir,  Mortier  and  Ney  were  at 
the  distance  of  more  than  ]  50  miles  from 
him. — ^Could  Lord  W.  have  any  reason  to 
doubt  or  suspect  Cuestn,  even  though  be 
suspected  that  that  general  had  a  design 
against  the  government ;  for  that  des^ 
had  only  for  its  object  to  amend  its  faulu, 
and  the  success  of  it  would  have  eocreased 
his  popularity  and  power.  The  allied  armies 
had  58,000  men  to  oppose  to  the  28,000 
under  general  Victor,  and  had  the  attack 
taken  place  on  the  22d  or  'JUd  as  proposed 
by  lord  W.  there  could  not  have  been  the 
smallest  doubt  of  its  complete  success. 
Was  it  possible  to  foresee  that  with  such 
a  decided   superiority   of  numbers,  and 
when  there  was  no  dread  of  the  reunion  of 
the  different  French  corps,  general  Cuesta 
would  have  refused  to  engage  the  enemy 
on  that  day  ?     It  was  not  at  that  moment 
of  such  urgent  necessity  to  secure   the 
passes  of  Banos  and  Pirales.    They  had 
not  however  been  neglected  by  iora  W* 
Their  defence  was  entrusted  to  the  Spanish 
troops,  and  it  was  a  species  of  serf  ice  to 
which    they  had    hitherto    been  always 
found  folly  competent.     The  noble  mar- 
quis (Lansdowne)  had   next  adverted  lo 
the  battle  of  Talavera,  and  he  had  spoken 
of  lord  W.  and  of  the  army  under  his  com- 
mand, in  those  liberal  and  generous  terms 
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which  sawell  became*  and  might  so  na- 
turally  have   been    expected,  from    his 
known   character    and    opinions.       Bi^t 
while  be  was  thus  disposed  to  bestow  a 
due  tribate  of  praise  on  the  couduct  of 
lord  W.  and  on  the  conduct  of  his  gallant 
army  on  that  memorable  day,  he  contend- 
ed at  the  same  time  that  the  result  of  that 
glorious  battle  was  unfortunate  and  fruit- 
less.    No  doubt  the  result  was  far  from 
being  such  as  might  fairly  have  been  ex- 
pected had  lord  W.'s  plan  been  fully  car- 
ried into  execution ;  but  what  from  the  unac- 
countable conduct  of  general  Cuesta;  what 
from  the  conduct,  as  yet  unaccounted  for, 
of  the  Junta  in  countermanding  the  orders 
sent  to  general  Venegas :  and  what  from  a 
strange  interposition  of  other  untoward  and 
unforeseen  circumstances,  lord  W.  and  his 
victorious  army  were  compelled  to  retreat. 
It  remains  however  to  be  enquired  whe* 
ther  the  consequences  have  been  so  fatal, 
and  the  general^  result  of  the  campaign  so 
unfortunate  and  fruitless  as  the  noble  mar- 
qois  has  thought  fit  to  represent  it.— The 
first  result  of  lord  W.'s  general  operations 
was    the  delivery  9f  Portosal  and  the 
breathing  time  it  has  afforded  for  the  im- 
provement of  the  Portuguese  army,  of  the 
Portuguese  government,  and  of  the  various 
resources  of  that  country ;  so  much  in- 
deed, have  they  been  improved  in  that 
short  period,  that  Portugal  has  now  a  re- 
spectable   army    well   disciplined,    well 
eqqipped,  and  in  every  respect  well  calcu- 
lated adequately  to  co-operate  with  the 
British  troops  in  the  common  cause.    The 
second  result  was  the  evacuation  of  Gallicia, 
and  the  means  which  have  thereby  been 
afforded  of  saving  the  Spanish  ships  and 
the  other  naval  resources  of  Spain  at  Fer- 
rol.     Again  i  were  it  not  for  the  contra- 
dictory orders  and  mismanagement  of  the 
Junta,  Seville  might  still  be  safe  and  the 
southern    provinces    as    yet    untouched. 
For  by  means  of  the  position  which  lord 
Wellington  took  up  at  kidajos,  the  enemy 
were  deterred  from  making  any  attempt 
against  the  south,  and  as  long  as  he  main- 
tained it,  they  did  not  venture  to  move  a 
single  man  in  that  direction.  Indeed,  had 
the  plan  which  he  (marquis  Wellesley], 
in  conjunction  with  lord  Wellington,  re* 
commended  to  the  Junta,  been  adopted, 
he  was  convinced  that  the  French  would 
not  have  been  able   to  enter  Andalusia. 
Their  advice  was  that  the  Spanish  armies 
should  be  employed  for  defensive  pur- 
poses only,  ana  that  they  should  studiously 
avoid  regular  battles.    That  such  shouii^ 


be  the  conduct  to  be  pursued  by  the  ar« 
mies  under  the  duke  Del  Parque,  and  gen. 
Arezaga,  while  the  central  army  should  be 
encreased  to  520,000  strong,  and  should  be 
stationed  with  the  same  view  under  the 
duke  of  Albuquerque  in  Estramadura:. 
The  British  would  in  the  mean  time  cross 
the  Tagus  and  look  to  the  defence  of  Ciu- 
dad  Rodrigo.  Had  this  advice  been  strictly 
followed,  the  Spanish  armies  might  still 
be  entire,  and  the  Cortes  would  be  now 
sitting  at  Seville  ?  Yes,  the  noble  marquis 
may  say  ;  your  plan  was  very  good,  out 
it  was  not  executed.  True ;  he  (marquis 
Wellesley)  stated  it,  however,  in  order  to 
shew  that  the  cause  of  Spain  was  far  from 
being  desperate  at  that  time.  To  use  a 
military  phrase,  the  Spaniards  might  hav4 
stood  fast,  while  their  armies  formed* 
a  line  behind  which  they  might  have  tran* 
quilly  employed  themselves  in  the  reform 
of  their  military  and  civil  administration* 
So  far  then  tne  result  of  the  last  cam- 
paign, and  even  of  that  under  general 
Moore,  was  not  ineffectual  for  the  de-^ 
fence  of  the  south  of  Spain.  Now  ho 
would  ask  the  noble  marquis,  and  their 
lordships,  what  it  was  which  originally 
induced  £ngland  to  espouse  and  pro; 
mote  the  cause  of  Spain  ?  Was  it  not 
because  her  exertions  in  vindication  of 
her  independence  were  felt  to  operate  as 
a  powerful  diversion,  in  favour  of  th# 
powers  of  the  continent,  then  in  arms 
against  France ;  was  it  not  because 
these  exertions  of  Spain  held  out  the 
encouragement  of  her  example,  and 
the  advantage  of  her  co-operation  to  in- 
duce them  to  shake  off  the  galling  and* 
degrading  yoke  of  France.  Was  it  not 
because  toese  efforts  on  the  part  of  l^aJQ 
afforded  tb  this  country  the  best  chance 
of  providing  for  her  own  security,  by 
keeping  out  of  the  hands  of  France  thes 
naval  means  of  Spain,  which  Buonaparte 
was  so  eager  to  grasp,  knowing  they  werf^ 
the  most  effectual  weapons  he  could  wield 
against  the  prosperity  and  the  power  of 
Great  Briuin.  The  views  of  Biionaparti 
in  his  endeavours  to  subjugate  Spain  mtfsi 
be  obvious,  even  to  supedcial  observers. 
The  old  government  of  Spain  was  devoted 
to  his  interests,  and  had  placed  at  his  dis- 
posal the  various  resources  of  that  countiyj 
but  the  old  government  was  feeble  and 
effete^  and  however  subservient  to  his 
w^ill,  he  knew  it  was  an  instrument  which 
he  could  not  pitch  to  the  tone  of  his  de- 
signs. He  therefore  resolved  io  seize  upon 
the  whole  peninsula^  and  to  establish  M 
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it  a  gofernment  of  his  own.  IKfferent 
motives  may  be  sap  posed  to  have  concur- 
red, in  inducing  him  to  adopt  that  resolu- 
tion. He  may  have  been  prompted  to  it, 
partly  by  his  hatred  to  the  Bourbon  rice, 
partly  by  the  cravings  of  an  insatiable  am- 
Ditioh»  partly  by  tlie  rain  desire  of  spread- 
ing his  dynasty  over  Europe,  partly  by 
Ibere  vanity,  no  rare  ingredient  in  the 
composition  of  great  characters ;  but  how- 
ever he  might  be  actuated  more  or  less, 
by  these  incentives^  his  main  object  in  at- 
tempting to  establish  his  domination  in 
'Spain  and  an  organ  of  government  on  bis 
ftwn  model,  was,  that  he  might  wield  with 
tiewvieour  the  naval  and  colonial  resources 
of  Spain,  to  the  detriment  of  Great  Britain, 
lliis  alone  could  suit  the  vastnessof  his  de- 
iigns ;  this  alone  could  promise  to  gratify 
his  mortal  hatred  of  the  British  name.  By 
the  entire  subjugation  of  the  peninsula, 
Imd  the  full  possession  of  its  various  re- 
fbur^es,  he  knew  that  he  should  be  best 
enabled  to  sap  the  fundamental  security 
of  these  kingdoms.  Their  lordships  must» 
therefore,  be  sensible,  how  highly  impor- 
tant it  was  to  keep  alive  in  Spain  a  spirit 
of  resistance  to  France.  By  so  doing  we 
ahould  not  be  actins  merely  from  the  im- 
pulse of  a  noble  feeling,  and  solely  on  the 
})rinciple  of  generosity ,  but  we  would  adopt 
and  pursue  the  most  certain  means  of  frus- 
trating the  projects  of  Buonaparte,  and  of 
thereby  providing  for  our  own  safely  as  a 
nation.  Experience  had  sufficiently  shewn 
that  there  were  no  means,  however  un- 
principled, which  Buonaparte  would 
•cmple  to  employ  for  the  attainment  of 
his  ends.  To  him  force  and  fraud  were 
alikt^T— force  that  would  stoop  to  all  the 
base  artifices  of  fraud,— fraud  that  would 
coAie  armed  with  illl  the  fierce  riolence  of 
iotct.  Every  thing  which  the  head  of 
inch  a  man  cohld  contrive*  or  the  drm  exe- 
cute, would  be  combined  and  concentrated 
into  one  vast  effort,  and  that  effort  would 
be  strained  for  the  huinilationand  destruc- 
tion of  this  country.  This  was  the  great 
principle  which  actuated  the  first  authors 
of  the  French  revolution.  Universal  domi- 
liion  Was  then  their  object — universal  do- 
minion now  is,  and  will  continue  to  be,  the 
mm  of  all  French  governmenu,  but  it  is 
preeminently  the  object  to  which  such  a 
mind  ai  Buonaparte's  will  aspire.  England 
alone  stands  in  the  way  of  the  accom- 
blishment  of  that  design,  and  England  he 
oas  therefore  resolved  to  strike  down  and 
extirpate-— 

A  JovepriiidpiaiBi  ^an  desiiie^ 


How  then  were  these  daring  projects  to  be 
met  ?   How,  but  by  cherishing,  whereTet 
k  may  be  found,  bat  particularly  in  the 
peninsula,  the  spirit  of  resistance  to  the 
usurpations  of  France.    We  have  already 
reaped  the  beneficial  eflfects  of  that  policy, 
for,  if  we  have  saved  the  navy  of  Portugal^ 
if  we  have  saved  the  Spanish  ships  at  Fer* 
rol ;  if  we  have  enabled  the  Portuguese 
government  to  emigrate  to  their  colonies, 
if  we  have  succeeded  in  yet  securing  the 
naval  and  colonial  resources  both  of  Por- 
tugal and  Spain ;  how  have  these  impor- 
tant objects  been  achieved  but  by  foment- 
ing in   both  these  kingdoms  a  spirit  of 
resistance  to  the  overwhelming  ambition 
of  Buonaparte  ?  To  this  end  must  all  oar  ef- 
forts be  now  directed.  This  is  the  only  en- 
gine which  now  remains  for  usto  work  in  op- 
position to  Buonaparte's  gigantic  designs. 
Why  then,   said    marquis  Wellesley, 
should  we  depart  from  that  salutary  line  of 
policy  ?  what  is  there  to  dissuade  or  dis- 
courage us  from  adhering  to  iL    For  my 
part,  my  lords,  I  can  discover  nothing  in 
the  aspect  of  Spanish  affiiirs  that  wears 
any  thing  like  the  hue  and  complexion  of 
despair.    If,  indeed,  it  had  appeared  that 
this  spirit  began  to  languish  m  the  breast 
of  the  patriotic  Spaniards,  if  miscarriages, 
disasters,  and  defeats  had  been  observed  to 
damp  the  ardour  and  break  dovm  the 
energies  of  the  Spanish  mind,  then  might 
it  be  believed  that  further  assistance  to 
the  Spanish  cause  would  prove  unavailing. 
But,  fortunately  for  this  country,  my  lords, 
not  only  is  there  life  still  in  Spain,  but  her 
patriotic  heart  still  continues  to  beat  high: 
The  generous  and  exalted  sentiment,  which 
first  prompted  us  to  lend  our  aid  to  the 
cause  of  Spain,  should  therefore  be  still 
maintained  in  full  force,  an<)  should  still 
inspirit  us  to  continue  that  aid  to  the  last 
moment  of  her  resistance.— The  struggle 
in  which  Spain  is  now  engaged  is  not 
merely  a  Spanish  struggle.  ,  No,  my  lords, 
in  that  struggle  are  committed  the  best, 
the  very  vital  interests  of  England.     With 
the  fate  of  Spain  the  fate  oT  England  is 
now  inseparably  blended.    Should  we  not 
therefore  stand  oy  her  to  the  last^  For  my 

rdrt,  my  lords,  as  an  adviser  of  the  crown, 
shall  not  cease  to  recommend  to  my  So- 
vereign to  continue  to  assist  Spain  to  the 
latest  moment  of  her  resistance. — It  should 
not  dishearten  us  that  Spain  appears  to  be 
in  the  very  crisis  of  her  late ;  we  should  on 
the  contrary  extend  a  more  anxious  care 
over  her  at  a  moment  so  critical.  For  inns* 
tore,  and  abore  ail  in  Spain,  how  oUea  htn 
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the  appoveoisymptointof  diMoluiioD  be«n 
the  preiagCH  of  new  life,  and  of  renovated 
▼tKour.  Therefore,  my  lords,  I  would 
cling  lo  Spain  in  her  last  straggle,  there- 
fore I  would  watch  her  last  agonies,  I 
woold  wash  and  heal  her  wounds,  1  would 
xeceive  her  parting  breath,  I  would  catch 
and  cherish  the  last  vital  spa^k  of  her 
expiring  patriotism ;  yes— 

Dfttc^  VulnmnB  Ijriophis 
AblnaHS  et  extremotsi  qois  super  halitus  enmt. 
Ore  lesam. 

Nor  let  this  be  deemed  a  mere  office  of 
pious  charity;  nor  an  exaggerated  repre> 
•entatiua  of  my  feelings,  nor  an  over- 
charged picture  of  the  circumstances  that 
call  them  forth.  In  the  cause  of  Spain^  the 
caoae  of  faonoar  and  of  interest  is  equally 
involved  and  inseparably  allied.  It  was 
a  cauae  in  favour  of  which  the  finest  Ceel- 
inga  of  the  heart  uirite  with  the  soundest 
<lictates  of  the  understanding.  Under 
that  conviction  it  is  impossible  for  me  to 
accede  to  the  resolutions  moved  by  the 
noble' marquis,  one  of  which  tends  to  cen- 
aure  transactions  which,in  my  humble  opi- 
nion* are  entitled  to  praise,-  and  the  other 
porpoaes  to  impute  blame  to  those  on 
vrhont  your  approbation  may  be  more 
justly  conferred. 

The  Earl  of  Moira  observed,  that  from 
the  whole  of  the  statements  and  animad- 
versions of  the  noble  marquis,  not  one  sound 
position  could  be  deduced  hostile  to  the 
resolution  before  the  House.    That  minis- 
ters deserved  censure  for  the  injudicious 
system  they  had  pursoed  throughout  with 
. xegard  to  Spain,  he  had  not  the  slightest 
iJoubl,  nor  had,  he  firmly  believed,  any 
.man  in  the  commonity,  who  had  dispas- 
sionately coilsidered  the  subject.    They 
declined  to  avail  themselves  indue  tipae  of 
the  glorious  opportunity  which  the  occa- 
sion presented,  and  when  they  interposed, 
their    interposition   was    ill    Gon<uicted. 
.Through  the  overweening ^  vanity  of  the 
.enemy,  who  calculated  upon  the  prompt 
submission  of  the  Spanish  people,  a  spirit 
was  excited  in  Spain«  wnich,  properly 
directed,  might  hare  materially  altered 
the  state  of  the  continent.    But  instead  of 
aiding  that  spirit  with  judgment,  our  gene- 
lalf  were  sent  out  wit£>nt  instructions, 
and  our  ambassadors  without  any  adequate 
or  proper  authority.    The  noble  marquis 
had  asked,  whether  any  achievements  had 
not  been  performed  by  our  armies  in  the 
cause  of  the  Spanish  campaigns  ?    that, 
however^  was  not  the  question  ibr  their 
lordships  to  consider  on  this  discussion ; 
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but  whether  ministers  had  acted  with  wis* 
dom,  and  whether  any  achievement  had 
occurred  which  produced  or  evei>  tended 
to  produce  any  useful  result  ?  But  with 
respect  to  achievement,  was  the  Wakbe* 
ren  emcdition  in  the  memory  of  the  noble 
marqius,  when  he  used  that  word,,  or  was 
it  pcMsible  to  find  300  men  from  the  Land's 
End  to  Caithness,  who  did  not  loudly  con- 
demn that  very  ill  conceived,  and  still 
worse  executed  project  ?  If  the  noble  mar* 
quis  referred  tc^  Taiavera,  he  would  ask  him 
whether  that  engagement  was  productive  of 
of  any  one  solid  advantage  ?  It  was  said,  in- 
deed, that  the  cause  of  the  advance  of  lord 
Wellington  into  Spain  was,that  his  station 
at  Badajos  served  to  produce  a  check  upon 
the  French,  and  prevent  them  from  pro* 
ceeding  against  the  Spanish  armies  in  the 
south  of  Spain;  but  he  contended  that  the 
check  would  have  been  equally  efficient 
if  our  army  had  remained  in  Portugal> 
while  it  would  have  escaped  the  calami- 
tous consequences  of  the  battle  of  Tal»> 
vera.  What,  however,  was  the  nature  of 
the  check  occasioned  by  the  course  oClord 
Wellington?  Why  the  French,  notwith- 
standing that  advai^ce,  succeeded  in  de- 
stroying the  two  Spanish  armies,  which  it 
was  now  said  he  proposed  to  have  pr(^ 
tected,  while  he  was  himself  under  the 
necessity  of  retreating.  Much  as  he 
wished  for  the  success  of  the  Spanish 
cause,  yet  if  it  were  meant  to  manage  mat- 
ters as  ministers  had  heretofore  done',  his 
decided  conviction  was,  that  it  would  be 
better  at  once  to  bring  ail  our  troops  away 
from  the  Peninsula ;  n>r  if  ther^  were  no 
prospect  of  saving  Spain,  our  own  army 
ought  not  to  be  unnecessarily  risked,  per* 
haps  sacrificed.  While  he  said  this,  he 
begged  not  to  be  understood  as  one 
who  would  recommend  the  desertion  of 
Spain,  while  any  prospect  of  success  re- 
mained. On  the  contrary,  he  would  af-« 
ford  every  possible  aid  towards  combining 
and  concentrating  the  energies  of  thi 
Spifsiish  people,  with  a  view  to  the  attain- 
ment of  their  great  object.  For,  inde- 
pendently of  any  generosity  of  sentiment 
or  feeling  which  should  interest  us  in  their 
cause,  the  success  of  that  cause  vitally 
concerned  our  own  security.  In  fact,  ni^ 
less  some  means  were  contrived  to  alter 
the  relative  sitnatioo  of  this  country  with 
respect  to  Francs,  be  was  persuaded  thai 
the  war  could  not  go  on  long  wtthovt  sub- 
jecting us  to  come  dreadful  calamity. 

Lord  Skbmmtk  disapproved  of  the  ge« 
neral  conduct  of  mrmsters,  yet  he  could 
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not  subscribe  to  the  motion  of  bis'ii6ble 
irtend.  Although  he  decidedly  fbit  that 
instead  of  engaging  in  the  impolitic  expe- 
dition to  the  Schcfldt,  an  army  of  at  least 
1 0^000  mensbould  have  been  setit  to  Spain, 
particularly  when  it  was  understood,  that 
lorti  Wellington  was  advancing  inio  that 
country,  in  order,  by  a  demonstration 
upon  the  coast  to  create  some  diversion  in 
bis  favour.  Although  he  could  not  help 
lamenting  either  the  neglect  of  ministers, 
in  collecting  information,  or  their  wanCof 

f'  idgment  in  applying  it,  with  regard  to 
pain,  slill  he  could  not  assent  to  the  pro« 
position,  which  appeared  to  him  to  involve 
ft  censure  upon  the  military  conduct  of 
two  such  able  officers  as  sir  John  Moore 
akid  lord  Wellington.  For  the  latter  he 
felt  a  high  degree  of  admiration,  but  yet 
that  could  not  interfere  in  his  mind  with 
Ih6  praise  due  to  the  posthumous  fame  of 
sir  John  Moore — Yes,  said  the  no'ble  lord, 

*'  Lot  others  hail  the  rising  stin, 
I  bow  to  that  who9econrBeis  run." 

To  the  sagacity  and  judgment  of  the  noble 
■ecretary  of  state  with  re^rd  to  ^pain,  he 
wtisreaidy  to  bear  the  highest  testimony, 
and  ^e  regretted  very  sincerely  that  re- 
course had  not  been  had  earlier  to  the  ser- 
vices of  that  noble  marquis.  Indeed,  upon 
the  first  intelligence  of  the  enthusiasm  which 
manifested  itself  in  Spain  in  June  1B08,  he 
took  occasion  to  express  his  opinion,  to 
bis  noble  friend,as  to  the  peculiar  propriety 
<»f  immediately  dispatching  that  noble 
voarquis  upon  a .  mission  to  Spain. '  He 
Ibared  that  he  was  sent  too  late  for  any 
efficient  purpose,  but  still  he  woald  not 
abandon  the  cause  of  Spain. — ^No,  the  at- 
tachment he  felt  to  diat  cause  was  such, 
that  to  use  th«  words  of  Mr.  Burke,  hci 
could  never  allow  despair  toeheck  his  hopes. 
*  The  Earl  dflSoif^  spoke  at  length  on 
the  extraordinary  and  continued  miscon- 
duct of  the  affairs  of  Spain,  from  the  com- 
Biencement  of  the  contest.  To  this  mis- 
conduct in  the  ministers  of  this  country 
•be  attributed  all  the  disasters  which  had 
•beMlen  our  army  under  the  command  of 
«]r  John  Moore.  To  this  misconduct  and 
Btglect  of  ministers,  he  also  attributed  the 
fatal  consequences,  that  had  attended  the 
««rmy  of  sir  A< Wellesley  at,  and  subsequent 
to,  the' battle  of  Talavera.  Ministers  had 
Invested  that  gallant  ireneral  with  a  discre- 
tionary power,  whitn  was  the  nect  door 
'io  a  command  to  advance,  and  the  mar- 
quis had  iise4  an  argument  which  he  could 
•sM  bur  condemn,  via.  in  the  situation  in 
wiMoh^ir  A.  Wellesley  stood,  what  would 
the  people  of  this  country  have  said  if  sir 
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A.  Welleslef  had  not  itfl^fiiefei.     4M« 
was  a  mode  of  ^ga^ent  which  eo«1d  not 
too  much,  be  deprecated,  for  if  ooce  ^oor 
armies  abroad  wero  to  be  goveraed  •by  ibe 
gusts  and  Whirlwinds  of  popular  opinion 
at  home,  there  was  an  end  to  their-swsty  j 
asa  contrast  to  this  mode  of  condnct^'lie  In- 
stanced th*at  of  lord 'Chatham  in  the  expe* 
dition  to  the  Scheldt.— -There  could  'be  Be 
doubt  but  he  might  have  made  a  landing 
and  gained  some  veiy  brilliant  lulvvntages 
in  the  outset,  but  the  certain  conseqaence 
would  have  been,  that  he  would  haTe  lost 
much  if  not  the  whole  of  his  araiy  in  the 
end  ;  the  noble  lord  had  therefore  aav#d 
his  army  at  the  expenee  of  his  popnlanty ; 
he  begged  pardon  for  the  digresdoti,  bot 
he  could  not  avoid  doing  this  justice  to 
th^  military  judgment  of  the  noble  earl. 
But  to  return  to  the  affairs  of  the  peninaola, 
he  must  remark  from  the  whole  of  diedis* 
patches  of  the  nobte  marquis^  that  fha 
Spanish  government  was  a  mixtnre  of  de- 
ception, duplicity,  and  treaciiery.  He  was 
sorry  the  noble  marquis  had  not  been  em- 
ployed sooner;    if  he  had,  the  iMSble  loid 
believed  the  contest  .Would  ba^e   beeft 
much  more  favourable  to  the  palrioCs;  bu^ 
even  with  all  the  noble  marquis's  ecer* 
tions  there  was  a  passage  in  one  of  his  dis- 
patches in  which  he  seems  to  suppose  he 
might   have    exceeded    his  instructioDs^ 
from  which  he  argued  that  the  want  of 
concert^  or  in  short  of  any  plan  at  all,  in 
his  Majesty's  ministers,  had  altogether  pa^ 
ralised  every  eiTort  of  those  whom  they 
employed  in  the  Peninsula. 

Lord  Borringdm  defended  the  his  cam- 
paign, as  well  as  the  conduct  adopted  to- 
wards Spain  at  the  period  of  her  first  re- 
sistance to  the  attack  of  France.    Every 
principle  of  general  policy,  and  every  ci^* 
cumstance  arising  out  or  the  particalar 
character  and  condition  of  Spain  fiorbai 
our  attempting  to  interfere  more  than  wa 
Md  interfered    in   her   internal    flairs. 
Within  three  months  af^er  the  first  IntefH- 
gence  was  received  in  this  country,  of  tfao^ 
Spanish  resistance,  supplies  to  an  enomods 
amount,  and  of  every  description,  had 
been   actually  sent  to  Spain;    ItiOflOO 
muskets  had  arrived  there ;     we   gave 
them  liberally  every  means  of  resisting 
I  the  common  enemy  ;    and  we  exhorted 
I  them  by  all  our  agents,  to  consolidate  and 
unite  their  several  provincial  juntas  into 
I  one  government,  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
'  them  might  appear  best    No  good  coqM 
;  have  arisen  ftom  a  greater  interference; 
we  had  no  niean*  of  knowing  whether  the 
.  Spanish  nation  inclined  to  vest  all  aiftfao^ 
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rity  lit  t)ie  coonal  ot  Castillo ;  in  the  junta 
of'  Seville  ;« in  a  regency  under  the  arch* 
bishop,  of  Toledo*  or  in  one  under  a  mem- 
bor  of  tbe  Stoilian>  or  Portuguese  branches 
of  the  Spanish  family.    All  these  modes  of 
C^oreromaot  wei«  thought  of,  previously  to 
the  aaaeoAhly  of  tbo  Central  Junta;    and 
what  policy  ought, to  have  led  thisgo- 
veromeot  to  interfere*  or  mark  a  prefer- 
ence of  one  of  these  modea  of  government 
over  another  ?  If^  in  subsequent  periods 
hia  Majesty's  ambassador  has  been  con- 
salted  by  the  Spaniards  on  ^natters  of  in- 
ternal government,  that  circumstance  can 
alone  be  jattributed  to  the  conHdence  which 
our  previous  delicacy  and  forbearance  had 
created.     The  consideration  of  the  good  or 
bad  conduct  of  his  Mi^esty's  ministers, 
ipvitb  regard  to  the  late  campaign*  is  li- 
mited to  the  propriety  or  impropriety  of 
their  selection  of  the  commander- in-cnief 
and  the  extensive  discretion  which  they 
placed  in.  his  hands.    Lord  Wellington  s 
conduct  in  India,  and  at  Vimiera*  amply 
justified  their  choice.     The  papers  upon 
the  table*  coupled  with  his  acts*  proved 
hina  to  be  a  statesman  as  well  as  a  gene- 
ral ;  it  had  been  aUedged  with  truth  that 
great  injury  had  arisen  to  the  common 
cause*  in-  toe   previous  campaigp*  by  a 
greater  discretion  not  having  been  given 
to  the  general.    These  considerations  es* 
tablisbed  as  well  the  wisdom  of  the  ap- 
pointmenty   as    of  the  discretion  given. 
The  respomibility  attached  to  that  dis* 
creiiop*  nad»in  the  most  trying  moments  of 
the  campaign*  been   manfiiTly  acknow- 
ledged by    lord  Wellington.     Early  in 
May  his  Majesty's  minister  at  Seville  re- 
pcesenied  the  spirit  and  determination  of 
the  Spaniards  to  have  sufiered  no  abater 
meat*  from  one  end  of  Spain  to  the  other* 
the  bpaniards  called  the  war  a  crusade  ; 
in  June*  the  corps  of  Soolt  in  one  part  qf 
the  peninsula*  a^id  the  cprps  of  Victor  in 
another*  were  each  in  a  state  of  unexam- 
pled distress.      What  Would  have  been 
urged  against  lord  Wellington,  bad  he* 
under  such  circomstances*  not  advanced 
l)isarmy?    lie  was  not  responsible  for 

general  Cuesta's  miscondn<;t*  after  the 
attle  of  Talavera;  that  battle  had  in  GM:t 
maintained  the  cause  of  Spain.  It  proted 
to  ail  Europe  our  sincerity  in  the  cause/ 
which,  in  Spain  itself*  had  before  been 
doubted ;  without  our  entrance  into  Spain 
the  Spanish  armies  must  have  been  anni- 
hilated. At  no  period,  and  in  no  country, 
had  the  loss  and  luflerings  of  the  French 
been  to  great  as  diuriug  the  last  cigjiiteen 


months  in  Spain ;    our  continuing  atthis 
time  in,  the  peninsula,  still  upheld  our 
bope^  as  to  the  eventual  result  of  this  glo- 
rious cause.     He  was  not  at  first  among 
the  most  sanguine  in  his  hopes,  as  to  the 
ultimate   success  of  the  Spaniards;    but 
those  hopes,  such  as  they  wcre,had  under- 
gone no  diminution.    The  Spaniards  ap- 
peared to  be  returning  in  most  parts  of 
Spain,  to  that  system  of  warfare  which  was 
recommended  m  a  very  able  paper* called 
the  Instructions  from  Seville,  issued  at  an 
early  period  of  the  war.    If  they  did  so* 
they  must  be  invincible. 

Lord  Holland  animadverted  with  pecu- 
liar force  upon  the  misconduct  of  mints-  ^ 
ters  with  regard  to  Spain.  Those  who 
disapproved  of  our  interposition  at  all  in. 
the  cause  of  Spain,  and  those  who  were  in- 
terested in  the  success  of  that  cause,  must, 
in  his  judgment,  be  equally  dispiosed  to 
condemn  the  coarse  taken  by  ministers. 
If,  indeed,  there  was  any  difference,  it  must, 
be  on  the  part  of  the  friends  to  Spain* 
who  must  feel  peculiarly  mortified  by  the, 
diisappointm^^f  their  wishes  through  the 
misjudging  ^icy  of  those  ministers;  and 
he  was  one  of  those  so  mortified,  for  he 
never  knew  of  any  event  that  created  a 
more  lively  interest  in  his  mind,  not  ex- 
cepting the  dawn  of  the  French'  revolution^ 
which,  as  well  as  the  cause  of  Spain*  he 
thought  afiorded  a  most  favourable  pros- 
pect for  liberty.  He  censured  the  pane- 
gyric pronounced  upon  the  judgment  of 
the  noble  marquis;  but  the  neglect  to  em* 
ploy  that  noble  marquis  sooner  formed  a 
'  ground  of  charge  against  ministers^  as  the 
panegyrist  of  the  noble  marquis  must  feeU 
Instead  of  employing  the  noble  marquis  to 
assist  the  Spanish  government  by  his  wise 
councils,  Mr.  Frere  and  Mr.  Stuart  were 
sent  out  without  any  adequate  instructions* 
particularly  with  regard  to  that  most  im- 
portant point,  the  arrangement  of  a  sys- 
tem for  conciliating  the  minds  of  the  Spa* 
nish  people  by  a  redress  of  their  griev- 
ances ;  by  a  restoration  of  their  rights. 
In  audditiou  he  had  also  to  charge  minis- 
ters with  not  having  sent  out  a  sufficient 
force,  or  given  proper  instructions,  or  ade- 
quate provision*  to  even  that  force  which 
it  sent.  After  enforcing  these  points,  the 
noble  lord,  in  a  strain  of  peculiar  anima- 
tion* exhorted  ministers  to  revise  their 
plan  of  operations  with  regard  to  Spain; 
to  consider  the  importance,  if  at  all  prac* 
ticable,  of  preserving  that  country  from 
the  dominion  of  the  enemy— above  all^ 
with  respect  to  our  own  security,  to  weigjj^ 
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well  the  pecaliwr  facilities  for  the  invasion 
of  Ireland^  which  the  {>orts  of  Cadiz  and 
linboti  were  calculated  to  alTord.  Having 
bat  two  nights  since  refused  to  conciliate 
Ireland  by  rejecting  the  just  claims  of 
three-fourths  ot  its  population^  it  behoved 
ministers  to  look  carefully  to  that  point. 
As  to  the  fate  of  New  Spain«  if  Old  Spain 
should  not  be  liberated,  his  advice  would 
be  to  promote  the  establishment  of  such  a 
system  of  government  in  the  former  as  good 
statesmen  could  alone  approve  in  any 
country,  namely,  a  system  founded  upon 
the  opinions  and  wishes  of  the  people.       | 

The  Earl  of  Rots  observed,  that  having 
read  the  papers  presented  to  the  House, 
and  from  a  full  consideration  of  the  opera* 
tions  in  Spain,  he  was  impressed  with  the 
proprietv  of  opposing  the  motion. 

The  £arl  of  Damly  supported  the  mo- 
tion, and  argued  that  to  the  imbecility  of 
ipinisters  the  disasters  of  that  and  other 
campaigns  were  solely  attributable. 

The  question  being  loudly  called  for,  a 
<]ivision  then  took  place  upon  the  marquis 
of  Laa^Klowne's  resolution^  when  the  num- 
bers were,  Contents  VS ;  Non-contents  63 ; 
Majority  against  the  Resolution  32. 


HOCSB  OP  COMMONS. 

Fridinft  June  8. 

[Petition  and  Remonstrance  from 
Nottingham  for  Reform  in  Parliament, 
theRbleasb  of  Sir  Franci  s  Burdett,&c.  ] 
Mr.  Smith  presented  a  Petition  and  Re- 
nonstrance  from  the  freeholders,  bur- 
gesses, and  inhabitants  of  the  town  and 
county  of  the  town  of  Nottingham,  setting 
forth,  '^  That,  whilst  most  of  the  nations 
on  the  continent  of  Europe  have  been 
sunk  in  despotism,  and,  in  consequence, 
involved  in  anarchy,  it  has  been  the  glory 
of  Endand  to  possess  a  limited  monarchy, 
a  happy  comtitution,  consisting  of  King, 
I/>rds,  and  Commons,  in  Parliament  assem- 
bled-*-That  the  petitioners  hnil,  with  rap- 
ture, that  branch  of  the  legislature  which 
forms  the  democracy  of  the  constitution, 
the  House  of  Commons,  receiving  it  as  the 
ueculiar  blessing  of  Englishmen,  the  pal- 
ladium of  our  liberties,  on  the  preservation 
of  which  depends  the  salvation  of  our  coun- 
try; and  that  the  petitioners  cannot  there- 
fore be  justly  charged  with  any  wish  to 
lower  the  dignity  of  this  branch  of  the 
constitution,  when  they  humbly  request  a 
patient  hearing  of  their  grievances,  (ind  a 
redress  of  wh«t  they  conceive  to  be  their 
wrongs  ;  and  that^  under  this  convkUoo, 


they  beg  leave  to  call  the  attentioa  of  the 
House  to  a  statement  offered  to  be  proved 
at  tlie  bar,  and  still  remaining  uncontra- 
dicted on  the  Journals  of  the  House,  tbat 
300  members  of  the  House,  crompriztng 
nearly  one  half  of  the  whole  onmber^  are 
in  (act,  returned  to  the  House  by  1 50  Peers ; 
the  petitioners  appeal  to  the  House,  whe- 
ther this  glaring  fact  be  not  in  direct  op- 
position to  the  original  design  of  the  con- 
stitution ;  whether  the  Commons  Hocse  of 
Parliament,  instead  of  bein^  a  check  upon 
the  Lords,  and  upon  the  throne,  is  not  in 
danger  of  becoming,  by  this  means,  an 
humble  dependant  upon  the  aristocracy, 
or  the  tool  of  the  crown ;  whether  it  be 
probable  that  the  sentiments  of  the  Peers 
should,  in  %very  respect,  accord  with  the 
sentiments  of  the  people,  whose  Goardiaos 
and  Representatives  tne  Commons  are  ex- 
pected to  be ;  and  that  the  petitioners  are 
induced  to  make  this  appeal  at  the  present 
time,  in  consequence  of  several  recent  oc- 
currences, in  which  a  majority  of  the  mem- 
bers has  not  only  acted  in  opposition  to 
the  voice   of  the  people,  but  (the  peti- 
tioners are  compelled  to  state,}  bas«  in  their 
estimation,violated  the  liberties  and  birth- 
rights of  Englishmen ;  and  the  petttiooers 
pray,  that  the  House  would  coolly  and  de- 
liberately review  that  clause  in  the  Bill  of 
Rights,  upon  which  Mr.  John  Gale  JoneM 
was  arraigned  at  the  bar,  and  condemned 
to  confinement  in  a  prison  during  the  plea- 
sure of  the  House,  the  petitioners  ask, 
whether  the  clause  which  he  was  charged 
with  having  violated,  '^  that  the  fireedom 
of  speech,  or  debates  and  proceedings  in 
parliament,  ought  not  to  be  impeached  or 
questioned  in  any  court  or  place  out  of 
Parliament,''  was  not  intended  to  check 
the  encroachments  of  a  despotic  king  upon 
the  liberties  of  the  people,  not  to  scneea 
their  representatives    from  the  people's 
animadversion ;  in  proof  that  this  was  its 
meaning,  the  petitioners  refer  the  House  to 
the  last  clause  in  the  same  glorioa  Bill, 
which  states*  **  that  no  declarations,  judg- 
ments, doings,  or  proceedingSv  to  the  pre- 
judice of  the  people,  in  any  of  the  said 
premises,  ought  in  any  wise  to  be  drawn 
hereafter  in  consequence  or  example;" 
the  petitioners  ask  whether  the  House  hare 
not  converted  one  clause  <*  to  the  prejudice 
of  the  people,"  and,  by  depriving  a  British 
subject  of  bis  liberty,  witnout  a  trial  by 
his  peers,  acted  with  a  vigour  beyond  the 
law ;  and  that  the  petitioners  beg  leafeto 
state  to  the  House  their  opinion,  that  it  is 
not  only  the  righti  but  the  diity^  oS  f  Tt r^ 
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representalm  to  lav  before  his  coniti* 
tuenu  the  motives  or  his  pablic  condact, 
and  appeal  to  tbetn  for  their  lanctioD  and 
approbation :  impressed  with  this  conTic- 
tion,  the  petitioners  learn  with  sorrow  that 
sir  Francis  Burdett,  for  a  statement  of  his 
opinions  to  his  constitaents,  has  been  drag- 
ged from  his  family  and  home  by  an  order 
of  the  House^  and  conyeyed  by  an  army 
of  soldiers  to  the  Tower ;  and  that«  whilst 
the  utmost  stretch  of  power  is  exercised 
npon  those  who  in  the  opinion  of  the  peti* 
tionera  are  not  merely  innocent,  bnt  de- 
serving of  the  gratitude  of  their  country, 
tbey  obserfe  with  concern  and  mortifica- 
lion,  that  the  highest  state  delinquents  in- 
cur not  even  so  much  as  their  censure- 
Lord  Castlereagh,  an  acknowledged  traf- 
ficker of  seats  in  the  House,  is  politely  ex- 
cused,   and  kindly  forgiven — the  noose 
has  refused  even  to  inquire  into  the  con- 
duct of  Mr.  Perceval,  the  first  minister  of 
the  crown,  though  charsed  with  conniv- 
ing at  practices,  at  which  our  ancestors 
would    have   startled   with    injignation, 
*'  because  those  practices  are  as  notorious 
as  the  noon  day  sun ;"    and  that  these 
and  other  grievances  imperiously  demand 
the  petitioners  to  call  for  a  thorough  Re- 
form of  the  House  of  Commons;   they 
therefore  humbly  but  urgently  pray,  that, 
as  a  preliminary  step,  the  House  will  im- 
mediately order  the  liberation  of  John 
Gale  Jones  and  sir  F.  Bordett,  and  then 
lend  every  assistance  in  their  power  to- 
wards the*  attainment  of  a  complete  Re- 
form   in   the  Representation ;    the  peti- 
tioners are  confident  that  they  utter  the 
sentiments  of  millions  of  Britons,  when 
they  appeal  to  the  noblest  feelings  by 
which  man  can  be  actuated,  the  love  of 
his  fellow  men ;  when  they  address  them- 
selves to  the  cool  dictates  of  the  unbiassed 
judgment  of  the  House,  when  the  peti- 
tioners call  upon  the  House,  for  the  pre- 
servation of  its  own  dignity,  to  grant  them 
a  radical  Reform,^  they  believe  that  the 
happiness  of  the  nation,  and  the  salvation 
of  the  coontfv,  depend  upon  it;  only  let 
the  House  of  Commons  be  the  fair  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  people,  and  the  peti- 
tioners are  persuaded  that  they  will  nave 
no  occasion  to  complain  of  the  violation 
of  their  privileges,  for  their  privileget  and 
our  liberties  would  ever  accord :  around 
such  a  House  of  Commons  the  people  of 
England  would  rally  with  enthusium  and 
rapture;  they  wou(d  unite  with  them  in 
on«  common  cause,  and  be  ready  to  sbed 
M»«  1^  drop  of  their  Mood  ia  th«ur  pro- 


tection  and  defence.'^ — ^Ordered  to   Ke^ 
upon  the  table. 

[Petition  FaoM  RocassTEa  roa  the 
Release  of  Sir  F.  Buroett,  &c.]  Mr. 
Calcrqft  presented  a  Petition  from  the 
citisensand  inhabitants  of  the  ancient  city' 
of  Rochester,  legally  assembled  under  thcr' 
Guildhall  of  the  said  city,  setting  forth^* 
"  That  the  petitioners  beg  leave  to  state,' 
that  they  deeply  lament  the  agitation* 
which  prevails  in  the  public  mind  in  con*' 
sequence  of  the  late  proceedings  in  par- 
liament relative  to  Mr.  John  Gale  Jones 
and  sir  F.  Burdett,  and  that  they  do  not 
presume  to  interfere  with  the  exercise  of 
the  lawful  4>rivileges  of  the  House,  but  at 
the  same  time  cannot  refrain  from  express* 
inff  their  humble  opinions,  that  in  the  im» 
pnsotiment  of  Mr.  John  Gale  Jones  and' 
sir  F.  Burdett,  those  prtvtleges  have  been 
considerably  overstrained ;  and  thereforo 
request  that  the  House  will  he  pleased  to^ 
revise  their  late  proceedings,  and  restore 
those  persons  to  their  liberty ;  of  which,  in 
the  opinions  of  the  petitioners,  they  now 
are  unconstitutionally  deprived  ;  and  that 
the  petitioners  cannot  but  deplore  the  vote 
given  by  the  House  upon  the  late  inquiry 
into  the  Walcheren  Expedition,  as  contra- 
ry to  the  wishes,  opinion,  and  expectation 
of  the  country,  and  as  tending  to  induce  a 
belief  that  the  power  of  government  has 
an  excessive  weight  in  the  deliberations 
of  the  House ;  and  that  the  petitioners 
see,  with  alarm,  the  enormous  influence 
acquired  by  the  number  of  sinecure  and 
other  places  given  to  the  disposal  of  the 
crown#  whereby  ministers;  utterly  unfil 
for  their  situations  in  the  present  critical 
posture  of  a&irs,  are  supported,  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  seneral  wishes  of  the  country, 
whose  confidence  they  neither  deserve 
nor  possess ;  and  humbly  stating,  that  the 
defective  and  decayed  state  of  the  repre» 
sentation  operate,  in  their  opinions^  to  in- 
crease the  grievances  so  generally  com- 
plained of ;  and  therefore  praying,  that 
the  House  will  make  such  reform  in  the 
representation  as  may  restore  public  con- 
fidence, and  aflbrd  a  reasonable  hope  of 
a  doe  attention  being  given  to  the  na- 
tional cofflplant.''  Ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

[ADnatif  AiiD^DBCLAaATioii  feomKihot 
STON  QvdN  Hull,  respectiiio  the  Com- 
MiTXENT  orSiEF.BoROETT.y  Mt.  Sumi* 
forih  prevented  an  Address  and  Declara* 
tion  of  the  there-undersigned  inhabitants  of 
the  town  of  Kingston-upon-Holl,  tho 
comity  of  the  sania  town^  and  tbe  pa)ri|% 
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^Scoicoalet,  in  tbeooanty  of  York«  adjd* 
cent  thereto;  setting  forth,  **  That  ibe  UO'- 
«  ^orMg^^ecl^^ttriped  by  the  iii#idioii9  aodire- 
pealed  attempts  which  have  beeo  lately 
made  by.  ati  aotiye  and  faotious  par4y,, 
mkier  (he  8|)ecio«4  {iretesu  of  reform*  to 
embvert  (as  they  beiieve)  the  "wiy,  basia^ 
qf  the)  conaututioo;  and  iiidigpaot^al  the 
qowarrauted  9Pd  shamelesf  aisumptjoa  of 
IjU  di^ripiion  of''  merobaiUeb  trade8men> 
Mi  principal  inbabitaols  of  tiiia  towa  aod- 
ikm  neighbourhood/'  under  which' aPe« 
iMou  expresaiveofseiitieaeatstiiey  abhorj 
ba»  been^  off  wiiLbepreseoted'to  the  Hounei. 
iBelthai  ifthaebecomea  deity  to  theiaseliws 
wd  ih^ir  oooiitry«.  la  unmaek  the  iaipof«> 
tuipe«.  aad  a^ow  their  own  genuine  andun** 
biassed  opiaioa^  not  tberetee  concealing' 
|be*r  iftaoes^  or  their  numbera,  under  the 
4Mhioi)a*  and.  deoeptious  signature  of  a 
eteianaa  ;  they  da  soleomly  and  iadivi- 
daa^  pvotest  againsi  the  petition,  which 
lliay  suppeae  to  be  now  upon  the  table  of 
^  Hooie,  a«  from  the  town  of  Kingalen^ 
upoa  Hull  aiidila  vieinity^  aa  by  no  meaaa 
containing  the  sentiments  of  either  the 
9l«at  respedable  or  the  most  oamerous 

EH  of  theic  inbabitaota ;.  they  cannot 
tter  deacpibe  the  obaracter  of  the  meet- 
ing, at  wbieb  tbe  petitioa  alluded  to  was 
Kotedf  or  ntther  acclaimed,  than  by  slat- 
big  that  it  was.  convened  contrary  to  the 
■ease,  and  in  defiance  of  the  refusal  of 
Iheif.  chief  magiatrate,  and  was  not 
ashamed  to  tolerate  expressions  of  insult 
upwards  the  magiatnaoyitself ;  thus  mislead* 
fag  the  minda  of  the  lower  classes,,  and 
tfzciiiag  principlea of  iDsubordiaationaBd 
^  discontent*  So  impelled,  nermit  them 
raapectfuUy  and  most  seriously  to  declare 
that  upon  the  important  question  now  at 
issue  respeoting'the  privileges  of  the  House* 
and  the  more  immediate  exercise  of  those 
privileges  in  the  case,  of  sir  F.  Burdett 
(against  which  tbe  eSijrts  of  faction  ane  at 
present  directed)  they  da  entirely  and 
aineerely  approve  of  the  resolutiona  and 
Mnduot  whiphthe  House  baa  adopted; 
and*  they  trust  that  the  Hoqse  will  con* 
lanuefirm  and  resolute  in  maintaining  the 
libertieii,franch«6esiprivileges,  and  junadio- 
lion  of  parliament,  as  not  only  the  true 
and  unalienable  birthright  and  inheritance 
.a£  the  aujb^ects  of  these  kingdoai^i  but  as 
'  4e  laat  apd  beat,  the  strong  and  impre^ 
jaable»  barrier  of  their  own  rightajlibertiea 
aiid  independence ;  and  in  so  far  aa  the 
9o«iae  shall  assert  them,  by  legal  and  oon^ 
aututional  means,  they  pledge  themselves 
ll  aof  peri  of  tbf)  iiouaeiM^  tha  viakm 


of^tbe  Kosir  Hjgb/ inspire  their 
tbal^  under,  the  blessii^  of  hianrovidenaa^ 
this  happy  country,  whiob  haa  an  loai^g 
flourished  in  viiealth*and  freedon^  may,  ia 
deapite  alike  of  the-  miscbiievoua  atlempta 
oi,  wjicked.  or  misguided  men  at  hoaae. 
or  tbe  sesileaa  ambitioD-of  eoemiea  abroad, 
reiliain^  ae  it  now  >s»  the  glory'  and  t|»a 
pride  of  Briteaa*  endi  the  env^  o£  the 
world' i''--«Ordered  to- lie  upon  tbe  aabk. 
[P&TUBioiie  o»  PaoTBSTAiiTs  Aim  Cnaia* 
TiAiis,  voa  LieaaxY  or.GoHS€iaifcjb3  Ma* 
Whitbnad  preeented  a  Petitioa  from  tba 
there-uodersigned  ProtBatanti^QntebaU>of 
themselves  and.  othera  who  aorea  witk- 
them-  iR'  considering  abaoiute  Liberty  of* 
€onscieni9e  reapecting  religion  lo  ba  tba 
unalienable  right  of  all  men^  aattiii^ 
forth*."  That  it  is  the  duty  oE  all  mcato 
examine*  as  diligenUy  as  mi^  bain  tbei» 
pon^r>  the  doctrineaof  relig^oai*.aad»  afW*- 
such  diligent  examinatioa>  to  adopt  and 
to  profess  what  may  appear  to  tbeia»ta  b» 
the  truth;  and  that,  in  the  perfonnance  of 
that  duty,  men  ought  not  to  be  obatraded 
OP  discouragedi  or  otherwise  tempted 
to  act  hypocritically,  by  any  laW'  tendii^ 
to  biaas  tbem  in  the  course  of  suob  eaami* 
nation  of  the  doctrines  of  religion*  by  sub- 
jecting  them,  in  the  case  of*  their  dissents 
iog  from  the  doctrine^  of  any  estaUifibed 
church*  to  sufier  death  by  bumiog-  ob 
otherwise,  or  to  5u£fer  any  oorporal  or  pa» 
cuniary  p.unishment^  or  to  be  iojored  in 
their  reputation  by  any  disability  more  or 
less  disgraceful ;  and  more  particttlarl|F 
that  they  ought  not  to.  be  injured*  by  es- 
elusion  from  the  service  of  their  coontfj^ 
bv'  bearing  arms  in  its  defence  at  a  crista 
oigreat  national  danger  such  aa  that  which 
ia  now  impeoding  over  thePrttish  empire; 
and  that  the  petitioners  acknowledge,  with 
high  aatisfaotion,  that,  in  tbe  present 
reign,  considerable  progress  hath  been 
made  towards  tbe  full  reatoraVion  of  tbe 
righta  of  conscience,  by  Uie  wisdom  of 
parliament,  and  the  benignity  of  the 
King,  rescinding  various  law8»  in  whole  or 
or  in  part,  which  were  violationa  of  thoae 
rights;  yet,  since  other  penal  lawi*not 
less  injurious  to  those  rigbis,  remain  unre* 
pealed^-eince  some  of  uiese  laws  subject 
to  corporal  punishments  or  pecuniaryper 
nalties— otbersi.as  in  the  case  of  the  Test 
Laws,  passed  in  tbe  reign  of  Cbarles  % 
subject  to  disgrace*  disability,  and.  privay 
tion  of  civil  rights*  persons  wboae  only  of- 
fence it  is*  that*  in  conformity  with  their 
duty,  they  have  examined»tlte  dodrinea 
of  religianj.an4A.by  saob  eaamioe>ioiubafa 
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biN^  Minced  to  ^mbraceand  to  profess 
t«fi|^ioos  opinions  dHFerent  4rofn  the  doc- 
trines of  the  establi^ed  tfani-cb — tbe  pe- 
tHionersfeel  it  to  be  their  doty  humbly 
but  etmestly  to  remotistraie  ^igainst  the 
longer  continuance  of  any  of  these  intole- 
rant laws;  and  they  do,  fn  conformity 
Hrfdi  the  premises,  eirpressly  petition  the 
Hoose,that  every  sach  unjust  law  may  be 
repeated^  and  the  rights  of  conscience 
may  thtts  be  restored  to  aTl  the  subjects  of 
the  miited  kingdom ;  at  the  same  time 
thev  declare  to  the  House,  that,  if  the  le- 
ffiflfattire  of  their  country  should  not  feel 
^emseltes  continced,  as  the  petitioners 
tlo,  that  every  trace  of  intolerance  ought 
to  be  immediately  exponged  from  nur  sta- 


gracefn);  and  that  the  pditioners  ac- 
knowledge, with  high  satisfaction, '^Ht  hi 
the  present  reign,  considerable  progress 
bath  been  made  towards  the  fiill  restora- 
tion of  the  rights  of  conscience,  by  the 
wisdom  of  Parliament  and  th%  benignity 
of  the  King,  rescinding  various  laws,  M 
whole  or  in  part,  which  were  violations  (f[ 
those  rights ;  yet,  since  other  penal  laws^ 
not  less  injurious  to  those  rights,  remaia 
unrepealed,  since  some  of  those  laws  sub- 
ject to  corporal  punishments  or  pecnniaiy 
penalties ;  others,  as  in  the  case  df  th% 
Test  Lavrs,  passed  in  the  reign  df  Charlea 
n.  subjedt  to  dis^ce,  disability,  and  prt- 
▼ation  of  civil  rights,  persons  whose  onty 
offence  it  is,  that,  in  conformity  with  their 


tntes,  ret,  if  the  repeal  or  modification  of    duty,  they  hare  examined  tbe  doctrinea 


any  of  our  intolenmt  laws  should  now  take  ! 
place,  particularly  if  theTestLaw8,asthey 
afiect  onr  military  force  by  sea  and  land, 
should  now  be  relaxed  in  this  part  of  the ; 
United  Kingdom  in  the  same  manner  as  | 
tbe^  have  been  relaxed  in  Ireland ;  the 
petitioners  would  yievr,  with  heartfelt  gra- 
titude", any  such-mwure  as  a  stHl  Ikrther  j 
•dvance  towards  the  complete  restoration  i 
of  the  rights  of  conscience :  and,  at  this  I 
crisiv  particulariy,  would  consider  that 
modification  of  the  Test  Laws  which  has 
^een  alluded  to  as  havmg  the  most  salu- 
tary tendency  to  unite  with  the  Protes- 
tant part  of  the  community  a  numerous 
«nd  Tesp^ctid>le  body  of  our  Catholic  fd-, 
TdW  subjects  in  a  ssealous  defence  of  the 
ctnpire  agamst  tfaemeditated  attack  of  our 
Ipf^ntic  and  all-grasping  enemy/' 

Mr.  fFhkhread  also  presented  a  petition 
from  the  there-undersiffned  Christians,  on 
behalf  of  themselVes  and  others  vfho  agree 
with  them  in  considering  absolute  liberty 
of    conscience  respecting  religion  to  be 
the  unalienable  rignt  of  all  men ;  setting 
forth, ''  That  it  is  the  duty  of  all  men  to 
vxamine,  as  dili^ntly  as  may  be  in  their 
power,  the  doctnnes  of  religion,  and,  after 
such  diligent  ezamioation,  to  adopt  and 
to  profess  what  may  appear  to  them  to 
be  the  truth ;  and  that,  in  the  performance 
ofthat  duty,  mcfn  ought  not  to  be  obstruct- 
ed or  discouraged,  or  otherwise  tempted  to 
act  hypocriticallv,  by  any  law  tending 
to  bias  them  in  the  course  of  such  exami- 
nation of  doctrines  of  religion,  by  sub- 
jecting them,  in  the  case  of  their  dissent- 
ing from  the  doctrines  of  any  established 
church,to  sufl^r  death  by  burning  or  other- 
wise, or  to  toffer  corporal  or  pecuniary 
ponishment,  or  to  be  injured  in  their  re- 
potation  by  disability  more  or*le«i  dis- 


of  religion,  and,  hy  such  examination, 
have  been  induced  to  embrace  and  to  pro* 
fess  religious  opinions  different  from  th^ 
doctrines  of  the  established  church ;  th6 
petitioners  feel  it  to  be  their  duty  humbly 
out  earnestly  to  remonstrate  against  tb^ 
longer  conUnuance  of  any  of  these  into- 
lerant laws  ;  and  they  do,  in  conformity 
with  the  premises,  expressly  petition  th^ 
House,  that  every  ftuch  unjust  law  may  b^ 
repealed,  and  the  rights  of  conscience 
may  thos1>e  restored  to  all  the  subjects  df 
the  united  kingdom ;  at  the  same  timia 
they  declare  to  the  House,  that,  if  the  Je^ 
gisiature  of  their  country  should  not  feel 
themselves  convinced,  as  the  petitioneni 
do,  that  every  trace  of  intolerance  oughC 
to  be  immeidiately  expunged  fVom  ouf 
statutes,  yet,  if  the  repeal  or  modlficatiob 
of  any  of  our  intolerant  laws  should  nos^ 
take  place,  particularly  if  the  Test  law^ 
as  far  as  they  afl^t  our  military  force  bjr 
sea  and  land,  should  ntfWbe  relaxed,  th» 
petitioners  would  view,  with  sincere  graw 
titude,  any  such  measure  as  a  still  further 
advance  towards  the  complete  restoration 
of  the  rights  of  conscience ;  and,  at  ihts 
crisis,  would  consider  it  as  havmg,  a  sali}^ 
tary  tendency  to  allay  religious  animpsi* 
ties,  and  to  unite  the  great  mais  of  this 
community  in  a  zealous  defence  of  t^ 
empire  against  the  meditated  attack  of  our 
gijrantic  and  aH^rasping  eneQiy.*' 

^r.  Whiiiread  said,  he  entirely  con* 
curred  with  every  sentence  contained  in 
the  petitions.  He  felt  proud  that  he 
had  been  selected  to  present  these  pe* 
tiUons,  which  were  put  into  his  hand  by 
a  venerable  ainl  worthy  character,  Btr. 
Wyril,  who  enforced  the  purest  doctrines, 
and  acted  up  to  them,  ana  who  had  spei^t 
n  laborious^  aseful,  Indqsirious,  9nd  iniio? 
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cent  life  in  the  nu»t  laudable  pursotts,  the 
remnant  of  which  would  be  sweetened^  if 
ha  was  instrumental  in  having  these  re- 
atrictions  removed. 

Mr.  JV*  Smith  agreed  in  opinion  with 
his  hon.  friend,  and  concurred  in  the  prin- 
ciples laid  down  in  the  petitions,  which 
•were  just  and  well-founded.  If  the  House 
ahut  their  eyes  againsl'  the  prayers  of  the 
petitions,  the  Catholics  could  not  expect 
to  be  emancipated. 

The  petitions  were  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

[Monument  to  Lord  Collingwood.^ 
Mr.  Yorke  congratulated  himself,  that  the 
first  occasion  he  had  to  address  the  House 
.in  his  official  capacity,  should  be  to  call 
Ibeir  attention  to  a  measure,  the  object  of 
which  was  to  do  justice  to  the  merits  and 
memory  of  that  meritorious  and  elevated 
character,  lord  Collingwood,  by  voting 
bim  a  monument,  to  commemorate  the 
gratitude  of  the  country  for  his  many 
^oble  and  splendid  services.  In  doing 
this,  it  might  not  be  amiss^to  mention 
tome  traits  in  the  noble  lord's  cliaracter, 
which  perhaps  were  not  much  known^  but 
which  ought  to  be  universally  so.  Lord 
Collingwood  entered  into  the  naval  ser- 
.▼ice,  under  th^  auspices  and  protection  of 
admiral  sir  Hyde  Parker,  an  officer  of 
great  merit  and  celebrity,  and  one  to 
whom  the  country  had  been  eminently  in- 
debted for  many  gallant  actions.  After 
passing  through  all  the  subordinate  offices 
pf  the  navy,  he  came  to  be  post  captain 
at  the  same  time  with  lord  Nelson,  and 
there  had  ever  subsisted  the  wannest 
friendship  between  these  two  heroes.  The 
first  occasion  in  which  he  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  particularly  signalizing.. himself, 
was  as  captain  to  admiral  sir  G.  Bowyer 
on  tbe  memorable  first  of  June,  in  which 
he  highly  distiogulsherf  himself.  He  then 
•erved  under  lord  St.  Vincent,  at  the  me- 
morable battle  of  the  cape  of  that  name, 
and  highly  distinguished  himself  by  co- 
vering lord  Nelson  in  the  Captain,  and 
thereby  enabling  him  to  take  two  ships  of 
far  superior  force  to  his  own.  As  an  in- 
stance of  his  laudable  jealousy  of  fame, 
and  his  anxiety  rather  to  deserve  than  to 
obtain  it,  he  thoueht  it  right  to  mention 
the  circumstance  of  his  having  been  acci- 
dentally omitted  in  the  number  of  those 
captains  who  obtained  medals  for  their 
icrvicep  In  the  action  of  the  first  of  June. 
fio  deeply  vvas  this  omiiBion  felt  by  lord 
Collingwood^  that  when  his  distinguished 
l^i^es  in  the  battle  of  cape  6U  Vincent 


were  thought  worthy  of  this  distinclioaw 
he  declined  the  mecfal  unless  he  received 
along  with  it  an  acknowledgment  of  bU 
having  deserved  a  medal  in  the  action  of 
the  first  of  June.    LonjI  Spencer,  the  then 
lord  of  the  Admiralty,  very  properly  ac« 
ceded  to  the  justice  of  this  reqaisitioQ^ 
and  lord  Collingwood  received  the  Uvo 
rewards  he  had  so  well  earned  in  the  bai» 
ties  of  the  first  of  June  and  of  Capc^.Stf 
Vincent.    He  was  afterwards  detached  a^ 
second  in  command  to  lord  Nelaon  at  v*r 
faJgar,  and  had  his  share  in  the  ffiqry  of 
that  memorable  battle.    He  was  ^^.  cor 
gaged  with  the  St.  Anne,oneof  thela^Sfsi 
ships  of  the  Spanish  navy,  and  aftervfardf 
with  several  o,thers  in  the  same    9eet» 
which  he  either  took  or  drove  oC    Ait 
the  merit  of  lord  Collingwood  did  notresf 
here,  for  afier  the  loss  of  lord  Nelson,  he 
took  on  him  the  chief  command  of  the 
fleet,  and  by  his  active  valour  and  soperior 
skill,  saved  four  of   the  ei^emy's   abipa 
.which  otherwise  would  have  got. away, 
anil  concluded  the  engagement  in  a  man«- 
ner  at  once  redoundmg   highly  to  tha 
bravery  and  intrepidity  of   the  British 
navy,  and  to  the  superior  skill  and  ability 
of  its  commanders.    From  that  day  he 
continued  in  the  chief  command  of  the 
fleet,  and  made  such  masterly  dimisitions^ 
as  secured  and  blocked  up  the  Meditarra- 
nean ;  and  at  the  time  he  was  snatched 
from   us»  he  was  adored  by  the  fleet, 
dreaded  by  tbe  enemy,  and  admired  by 
all  who  heard  of  his  conduct.     He  be> 
lieved  no  one  would  difler  with  him  on 
this  subject,  and  therefore  moved :  «<  That 
an  Address  be  presented  to  his  Majesty, 
praying,  that  he  would  be  gracioosly 
pleased  to  give  directions  that  a  Monu- 
ment be  erected  in  tbe  cathedral  of  Sl 
Paul's,  to  the  memory  of  vice  admiral 
lord  viscount  Collingwood,  and  that  an 
inscription  should  be  made,  setting  forth 
his  eminent  services,  and  particularly  his 
skill  and  courage  displayed  in  the  ever 
memorable  battle  of  Trafalgar,  on  the  2ist 
of  October,   1805,  and  that  this  House 
would  make  good  the  expencea  of  the 
same." 

Mr.  C.  W.  Wytm  was  so  far  firom  dis- 
senting from  the  present  propoeiiion*  that 
he  thought  if  there  was  no  precedent  for 
it,  if  lords  Rodney  and  Howe  had  not 
been  voted  Monuments  though  they  had 
not  died  in  actioni  still  he  thought  the 
House  were  bound  to  make  a  precedent  in 
the  present  case. 

Sir  C.  Pok  bora  hia  testimiuiy  to  the 
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merits  of  lord  Collipgwood.— The  motion 
was  then  agreed  to  nem,  con, 

[Mr.  C.  W.  Wynn's  Resolutions  res- 
PBcriNc  Privilege.]  Mr.  Charies  WiU 
hams  Wfm,  pursuant  lo  notice,  called  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  the  situation  in 
which  its  privileges  were  placed,  by  the 
actions  lately  commenced  against  their 
Speaker  and  Serjeant,  by  sir  F.  Bordett, 
and  the  proceedings  which  had  taken 
place  on  that  subject. 

He  had  delayed,  as  long  as  possible,  to 
bring  this  question  forward,  in  the  hope 
that  it  would  have  been  tuken  up  by  some 
member  of  greater  experience  and  ability; 
but  as  that  had  not  been  the  case,  the 
•ense  which  he  entertained  of  the  absolute 
necessity  of  some  step  being  uken,  ren- 
dered it  his  imperious  duty  tu  submit  to 
the  Hoase,  his  view  of  the  true  state  of  the 
question. 

By  the  notice  which  had  been  delivered 
to  the  Speaker  by  Mr.  Ellis,  attorney  to 
air  Francis  Burdelt,  it  was  expressly  de- 
clared, that  this  action  was  commenced 
against  him  for  an  act  done  by  him  as 
Speaker.  This,  in  itself,  constituted  the 
highest  breach  of  privilege,  of  which  an 
individual  could  be  guilty.  Yet  what 
bad  been  the  proceedings  of  the  House 
upon  it  ?  They  merely  entered  the  Notice 
Oft  the  Journals^  and  then  referred  it  to 
a  Committee.    That  Committee  reported, 

^  That  the  bringing  these  actions 
against  the  Speaker  and  Serjeant,  for  acts 
done  in  obedience  to  the  orders  of  the 
House,  is  a  breach  of  privilege. — ^That  it 
appeared,  that  in  several  instances  of  ac- 
tions commenced  in  breach  of  privilege, 
^e  House  had  proceeded  by  commitment, 
Bot.only  against  the  party,  bat  against  tibe 
solicitor,  and  other  persons  concerned  ; 
bat  that  the  commitment  wonid  not  ne- 
cessarily pat  a  stop  to  the  actions. — And 
that,  thongh  the  Hoose  should  think  fit  to 
commit  the  solicitor,  or  other  persons 
concerned  in  commencing  these  actions^ 
yet  it  would  be  expedient,  that  the  House 
should  give  leave  to  the  Speaker,  or  Ser- 
jeant, to  appear  to  the  said  actions,  and  to 
jilead  to  the  same,  for  the  purpose  of  bring- 
mg  ander  the  knowledge  of  the  court,  the 
authority  mider  which  they  acted.'' 

Here  were,  in  effect,  three  distinct  re> 
solationt  of  the  Committee,  upon  which 
the  House  was  called  to  declare  its  opi- 
nion ;  yet,  of  these  three,  they  had  no- 
ticed only  the  last,  leaving  the  other  two 
without  any  comment  whatever. 
'  In  every    former  inetanoc,  where  a 
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breach  of  privilege  had  been  reported  by 
a  committee,  the  House  had  felt  it  neces* 
sary  to  pronounce  its  judgrtieni  upon  that 
report,  and  for  the  benefit  of  posterity,  to 
record  on  the  journals,  that  the  facts  there 
stated  did  constitute  an  ofifence.  Cases 
might,  indeed^  be  found,  where  the  House 
had,  for  different  reasons,  thought  it  inex- 
pedient to  infiict  any  punishnient;  but, 
even  there,  they  usually  stated  by  a  reso- 
lution, their  sense  of  the  offence  commit- 
ted, and  their  reasons  for  inflicting  no 
punishment  upon  it,  in  the  particular 
matter  before  them.  Such  was  the  case  of 
lord  Castlereagh,  in  the  very  last  sessioa 
of  parliament.  Here  the  House  had  passed 
over  the  whole  transaction,  as  if  it  was  a 
]e<;al,  allowable,  and  laudable  course 
which  -had  been  ^pursued. 

The  country  was  bound  to  presume,  as 
things  now  stood,  that  the  House  of  Com- 
mons did  not  consider  the  action  which 
had  been  commenced  as  any  infringement 
of  its  privileges.  The  silence  of  the  House» 
in  this  instance,  constituted  an  abandon- 
ment of  all  such  privilege,  and  it  would 
become  difficult,  perhaps  impracticable^ 
to  resume  it  upon  any  similar  occasion  in 
future.  Could  the  House,  with  any  co* 
lour  of  justice,  hereafter  proceed  against 
any  solicitor,  who  should  again  serve  such 
a  Notice  on  the  Speaker?  What  was  to 
prevent  Mr.  Gale  Jones,  or  any  other 
person  who  had  incurred  the  displeasure 
of  the  Hoose,  firom  adopting  the  same 
course  ?  Or  why  should  any  attorney, 
to  whom  tbey^  might  apply,  hesiute  to 
undertake  their  suit  \  Suppose  him,  hav- 
ing done  so,  called  to  tne  bar  of  the 
House:  might  he  not,  for  his  justification, 
refer  to  the  journals,  and  state,  that  the 
parliament  of  1810  had  full  cognizance  of 
the  whole  progress  of  such  an  action,  and 
that,  though  a  Committee  had  reported  it 
to  be  a  breach  of  privile^Cy  the  House  had 
studiously  avoided  agreemg  to  that  report, 
or  taking  any  iitep  to  interrupt  the  course 
of  soch  an  action,  and  had,  on  the  con« 
trary,  recognised  its  legality  and  propriety 
by  directing  the  Speaker  to  plead  to  it  ? 

It  had  been  urged,  on  the  other  side  of 
the  House,  that  this  case  was  similar  to 
those  where  a  Habeas  Corpus  had  been 
sued  out,  by  persons  coo^mitted  by  the 
Hoase;  and  it  had  been  asked,  whether 
the  Solicitor  employed  to*  obtain  it  had 
ever«  been  punished  ?  The  cases  were 
widely  different.  There  the  solicitor 
might  not  know  under  what  authoritjr 
the    priioiier  was   committed,   until    a 
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return  had    been   made  to  the  IhbQ^ 
Corpus.     The    House    bad    no    kaow- 

'  ledge  that  any  solicitor .  was  employed 
to  sue  out  the  Habeas  Corpus.  In  fact, 
none  need  be  employed;  for,  by  law, 
the  gaoler  was  bound  to  apply  for  it  on 
the  requisition  of  the  prisoner.  Here  the 
knowledge,  that  the  solicitor  was  fully 
aware  ol  the  nature  of  the  action,  was 
forced  upon  the  House  by  the  terms  of  the 
Notice.  They  could  not  shut  their  eyes 
to  it.  Many  instances  there  undoubtedly 
were,  where  common  prudence  and  good 
sense  would  induce  the  member?  of  the 
House  to  pass  over  offences  altogether. 
Of  such  a  nature,  perhaps,  in  the  opinion 
qf  many,  was  the  paper  of  Mr.  Gale  Jones, 
whet)  it  was  originally  complained  of; 
but  when  it  had  been  once  regularly 
noticed,  and  by  a  formal  complaint  forced 
on  the  attention  of  the  House,  no  member 
could  doubt  any  longer  as  to  the  course  to 
be  pursued,  or  could  hesitate  to  concur 
in  the  vote  which  the  House  finally  passed 
upon  that  occasion,  however  he  might 
have  been  disinclined  to  the  original 
agitation  of  the  question. 

Two  of  his  Majesty's  ministers  (Messrs. 
Yorke  and  Perceval)  had  declared,  that 
the  question  was  no,w  before  a  tribunal, 
whose  decision  would  set  it  at  rest.  Did 
they  ipean  to  contend  then,  that  if  the 
opinion  of  the  King's  judges  should  be  ad- 
verse to  the  privileges  of  this  House,  such 
a  decision  could  destroy  them  ?  Or  did 
they  intend,  that,  in  such  a  case,  the  Com* 
xnons  should  carry  the  question,  by  writ  of 
error,  before  the  other  House  of  Parliament 
end  that  they  sbopld  humbly  sue  for  their 
privileges  at^cl^  bar  of  the  House  of  Lords  ? 
.  No  persons  could  be  so  short  sighted,  as 
not  to  perceive,  that  whatever  might  be 
the  decision  of  the  King's  Bench,  it  could 
not  be  .final.  It  could  not  set  the  ques- 
tion at  rest.  The  .question  must  again  be 
brought  before  the  Lords,  either  by  the 

.  llouse  of  Commons^  or  by  those  who  re- 
^t  its  privileges.  Perhaps  it  might  he 
said,  as  'in  a  former  instaoce,  that  the 
Lordf  would  be  as  careful  of  the  privilege 
of  the  Commons  as  their  own.  On  the 
contrary,  it  appeared  from  history,  that  it 
was  from  the  other  House  of  Parliament 
that  the  priyileges  of  the  Commons  bad 
experienced  the  most  frequent  and  severe 
attsfcks ;  and  if  it  should  once  become  <ts- 
t^Ushedf  that  the  eommitmeats  of  the 
House  of  Commons  can,  by  appeal,  b^ 
bro\^bt  ^nder  the  judicature  of  thie  Lords, 
M'C  J^^iuality  which  ba^  J^ithertQ  subsisted 


between  these  two  branches  of  tb^  legis- 
lature would  be  destroyed  for  ewer,  aad  tka 
Commons  would  retain  no  priTileges«  bat 
what  the  Lords  should,  b^  their  judgaienu 
on  different  occasions,  think  proper  to  smI* 
mit  them  to. 

The  only  rule  which  could  preserve  tb* 
independence  of  each  House  of  Parliament 
was  that  which  the  wisdom  of  our  ance^ 
tors  had  established :  "  that  each  shall 
possess  a  separate,  complete,  and  exclaiiw 
judicature,  upon  all  matters  affecting  iu 
own  privileges." 

This  principle,  which  for  ages  had  been 
the  foundation  and  bulwark  of  privilege, 
the  House  was  now  advised  to  abandocu 
It  was  now  invited  to  believe,  th%t  those 
privileges,  without  which  it  could  not  ex* 
ist,  might  safely  be  allowed  to  rest  alto- 
gether on  the  decision  of  the  judsea  of  the 
courts  of  law  in  Westminster-hall*     From 
the  respect  which  was  due  to  the  legal 
and  constitutional  knpwledge  of  those  high 
and  distinguished  magistrates,  there  could 
be  little  doubt,  perhaps,  that  their  opiDions 
would  be  found  favourably  to  the  privi* 
leges  of  the  House  of  Commons:   yel 
could  it  be  concealed,  that  mea  of  great 
eminence  in  the  profession  pf  the  law, 
persons  who  had  already  filled,  and  might 
again  fill,  the  highest  situationf,  had  de« 
clared  an  adverse  opinion  ?  Suppose  theia 
upon  the  beach  hereafter,  and  such  aques- 
tion  brought  before  them,  what  must  then 
be  ibeir  judgment,  and  what  would  be  the 
situation  of  the  House  under  it.    If  the 
House  allowed  these  actions  to  proceed. 
they  must  now  determine,  what  step  they 
would  take,  with  respect  to  any  judge 
who  should  deny  their  privilege  of  oon* 
mitment.    Would  they  impeach,  and  so 
submit  the  question,  in  another  shape,  to 
the  judicature  of  the  Lords ;  or  wpald  they 
be  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  committiDg 
the  judge  by  their  own  authority?    He 
had,  himself,  no  doubt  whatever,  that  if 
the  House  should  be  placed  in  such  ex* 
treme  difficulties,  the  latter  would  be  the 
only  course  which  it  could  be  safe  for 
them  to  pursue :  and  great  as  their  rei«ct« 
ance  must  be  to  take  such  a  st^,  it  was 
fit  that  the  House  should  be  prepared  to 
go  this  length,  in  order  to  meet  those  dif- 
ficulties, which  must  unavoidably  result 
from  the  course  they  were  now  pursuing. 

Furthermore,  he  dreaded  the  precedeot 
now  sanctioned  by  the  Houses  aiid  it^  ef« 
feet  hereafter.  The  judges  might  affirm 
the  preseni  commitment  by  the  House  of 
Coomtoos  ^d  yet  laigUl  ttttertain  ^  ^^uei- 
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tton  and  discussion  of  the  eirounds  upon 
which  such  commitment  had  been  made ; 
and  would  they  not  thus  establish  a  prece- 
dent for  revising  the  decisions  of  the 
House,  in  qaestions  of  privilege,  as  ef- 
fectually as  if  they  should  formally  decide 
In  favour  of  sir  Francis  Burdett  ?  Should 
this  once  be  established,  the  consequence 
Was  obvious ;  there  would  be  a  stop  put 
to  all  the  principal  functions  of  the  House. 
Its  inquisitorial  power  would  be  set  at  de- 
fiance, when  every  witness  who  refused  his 
attendance,  or  prevaricated  in  his  evi- 
dence, might  bring  his  action  against  the 
Speaker,  and  appeal  to  two  other  tribunals, 
either  of  whom  might  differ  from  the  de<f 
termination  of  the  House,  and  thus  annul 
itsproceedings. 

It  had  been  triumphantly  a^ked,  whe« 
ther  the  commitment  of  the  Solicitor  would 
be  sufficient  to  stop  the  progress  of  the 
present  actions  }  To  this  It  was  sufficient 
to  answer,  that  the  dread  of  such  punish- 
ment had  hitherto  been  found  sufficient  to 
prevent  all  persons  from  commencing,  or 
being  concerned  in  maintaining  similar 
suits  ;  and  that  it  was  somewhat  early  to 
Bay,  that  those  measures  which  had  always 
liitherto  proved  efficacious  for  the  defence 
of  our  privileges,  would,  if  now  resorted 
tOj  be  wholly  insufficient. 

He  should,  not,  however,  propose,  that 
Ibe  House  should  now  immediately  pro- 
ceed to  commit  the  solicitor;  for  although 
he  had  already  stated,  that  this  would,  in 
the  first  instance,  have  been  the  properest 
course,  yet  after  passing  over  the  original 
offence  for  so  long  a  time,  it  might  now 
mppear  harsh  and  severe  to  visit  it  with 
the  most  rigorous  exercise  of  the  power  of 
the  House.  He  should,  therefore,  move 
a  resolution,  similar  to  one  vrhich  he  found 
on  the  Journals  of  the  26th  January  1703, 
declaring  the  commencement  of  any  ac- 
tion, for  acts  done  by  the  i«rder  of  the 
House,  to  be  a  high  breach  of  privilege ; 
and  afterwards  another,  stating  sir  Francis 
Bnrdett's  actions  a^^nst  the  Speaker  and 
Serjeant  to  be  of  this  description. 

U,  after  the  House  had  given  this  pub- 
lic notice,  these  actions  should  be  further 
proceeded  iu,  it  would  undoubtedly  be 
necessary  to  commit  every  person  con- 
cerned in  carrying  them  on. 

He  felt  himself  here  competM  to  ad* 
mit,  that  he  had  himself,  though  with  ex- 
treme reluctance,  consented  to  the  resolu- 
tion, permitting  the  Speaker  and  Serjeant 
to  appear  in  the  present  actions.  The 
enly  ground  upon  whicb  he  so  consented, 


was,  that  which  is  stated  in  the  report  of 
the  Committee,' viz.  that  it  was  expedient 
to  bring  under  the  knowledge  of  th^ 
court  of  King's  Benc^,  upon  record,  tb# 
fact,  that  these  actions  were  iostituted, 
for  the  purpose  of  questioning  arts  done 
officially,  under  the  authoxity  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  and  not  in  any  individual 
capacity. 

In  adopting  this  resolution,  the  House 
had,  perhaps,  gone  too  far,  but  certainly 
to  the  utmost  limits  of  safe  and  reasonable 
concession.  The  Speaker  had  pleaded^ 
and  the  court  was  fully  informed  of  tb^ 
nature  of  the  action.  This  then  is  the 
latest  moment  for  the  assertion  of  our  pri- 
vileges.   What,  then,  is  now  to  be  done  ? 

Recur  to  that  principle,  which  governed 
the  practice  of  your  ancestors,  the  priBci7 
pie,  that  the  proceedings  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  in  matters  of  privilege,  shall 
not  be  questioned  by  any  other  tribunal. 

For  the  preservation  of  this  vital  princi- 
ple, new  measures  must  be  taken,  if  new 
measures  are  necessary  :  and  who,  in 
such  a  case,  would  hesitate  to  make  a  pre- 
cedent, if  it  were  true  that  none  could  be 
found. 

Here,  however,  your  own  Journals  will 
point  out  to  you  a  course  which  has  been 
repeatedly  pursued  in  former  times,  bv 
which  the  House  bad  cancelled  proceecf- 
ings  derogatory  to  its  dignity  or  privileges. 

He  referred  to  the  ca^s  of  lord  New- 
burgh,  in  1 66Q  ;  the  Middlesex  justices, 
in  17 16 ;  the  commitment  of  the  messenger 
by  the  lord  mayor,  in  1771  :  in  all  of 
which  the  House  had  ordered  the  recordi 
of  the  inferior  courts  to  be  laid  on  the  ta- 
ble, and  had  directed  the  obnoxious  pro> 
ceedings  to  be  there  taken  ofi*the  file,  and 
destroyed. 

It  was  an  additional  recommendation  of 
this  mode  of  acting  that  it  obviated  all 
possibility  of  contest  with  the  court  of 
king's  Bench ;  though  even  the  certainty 
of  such  a  contest  would  not  be  a  conside- 
ration to  deter  him  from  any  steps,  which 
might  be  necessary  for  the  preservation  of 
privilege. 

Many  persons  there  were,  however, 
who  thought  that  the^ie  measures  were  in- 
deed the  proper  course,  but  not  the  most 
prudent  ;  that  they  were  too  strong  for 
the  present  moment ;  and  that  we  should 
now  conciliate. 

The  opportunity^  however,  of  giving 
weight  to  toese  considerations,  seemed  to 
have  been  suffered  to  go  by.  As  soon  as 
the  original  complaint  made  to  the  Housa 
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had  been  adopted  by  it^  the  country  could 
not  be  deceived  by  any  pretences  to  con- 
ciliation ;  nor  would  they  have  attributed 
•uch  a  conduct  to  any  othei;  motive,  but 
those  of  unworthy  Cowardice. 

Was  it  likely,  that  those  persons  could 
be  conciliated,  who  had  directed  their  at- 
tacks against  the  House  of  Commons,  sim- 
ply because  they  thought  that,  at  the  pre- 
sent moment,  this  was  more  valuable  than 
either  of  the  other  branches  of  the  legis- 
lature ?  They  would  laugh  to  see  the 
House  afilect  moderation,  by  abandoning 
vrhat  for  ages,  had  been  its  only  guard  and 
defence. 

It  was  much  the  same  sort  of  pledge  of 
conciliation    and   peace,    which  a  great 
country  was  formerly  called  upon  to  give 
to  its  enemies,  hy  surrendering  the  whole 
of  itii  fleet.      The  moment  of  conflict  was 
not  that  for  concession,  even  if  concession 
were,  on  other  grounds,  advisable,  instead 
of  being  ruinous  and  destructive.      If  the 
House  wished  to  be  respected  by  the  re- 
flecting part  of  the  community,  it  must 
respect  itself.     The  House  of  Lords  and 
the  court  of  King's  Bench  could  not  defend 
it,  if  it  wante<t  courage  to  vindicate   its 
own  rights.    These  were  times,  when  it 
was  necessary  to  rise  above  the  dread  of 
temporary  unpopularity.  The  House  should 
recollect  th^e  great  man,  whose  loss^  they 
all  had  so  lately  deplored,  who  pursued 
his  cours^  firm  and  undeviating,  frequently 
Sn  direct  opposition  to  the  prevailing  cla- 
mour ;  who,  when  the  spirit  of  the  nation 
was  sunk  to  the  lowest  ebb  of  degradation, 
when  the  populace  had  actually  drawn  in 
triumph  a  French  general   through  the 
streets  of  London,  had    stood    forward, 
almost  alone,  and  raised   their  spirits   by 
his  own.     To  the  stand  then  made  by 
that  illustrious  person,  and  the  small  pha- 
lanx which  rallied  round  him,  it  was  to  be 
attributed,  that  the  ancient  fortitude  of  the 
country  was  restored  ;  that  during  seven 
years  of  war  which  had  since  occurred  we 
had  heard  of  no  petitions  for  peace,  no 
unmanly  complaints  of  the  heavy  and  un- 
paralleled burthens  which  it  bad  been  ne- 
cessary to  impose. 

Were  his  lamented  friend  now  here,  it 
would  have  b^en  unnecessary  for  any 
other  person  to  have  brought  forward  th  s 
question.  To  imitate  the  strain  of  elo- 
qupifce  with  which  he  would  ha#e  en- 
forced jt,  the  felicity  of  illustration  with 
which  he  would  have  adorned  it,  was  im- 
possible ;  but  to  emulate  his  determination 
»Dd  intrepidity  was  in  the  power  of  every 
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one,  and  he  trusted  that  his  spirit  would 
this  night  hover  over  them,  and  inspire 
their  decisions. 

For  himself,  whatever  might  be  the  de- 
termination of  the  House,  be  was  desirous 
to  be  able  to  state  to  his  constituents,  that 
he  had  endeavoured  to  his  utmost  to  pre- 
serve uninjured  and  unimpaired^  those  pri- 
vileges, which  they  had  entrusted  to  his 
hands,  which  he  felt. to  be  the  privileges 
not  of  that  House  only,  but  those  of  all  the 
Commons  of  England.— -He  concluded 
by  moving  the  following  Resolutions : 
— ''  1.  That  whoever  shall  presume  to 
"  commence  or  prosecute  any  action,  iiv* 
"  dictment,  or  prosecution,  against  any 
"  person  for  acts  done  in  obedience  to  the 
"  orders  of  this  House,  such  person  and 
"  persons,  and  all  attornies,  solicitor^ 
,"  counsellors,  and  Serjeants  at  law,  solicit- 
ing, prosecuting,  or  pleading  in  any  such 
case,  are  guilty  of  a  high  breach  of  the 
privilege  of  this  House. 
"  2.  That  it  appears  to  this  House,  that 
"  the  actions  commenced  by  sir  Francis 
"  Burdett,  baronet,  against^  the  right  hon. 
"  Charles  Abbot,  Speaker  of  this  House, 
'<  and  against  Francis  John  Colman;  esq.» 
**  Serjeant  at  Arms  attending  this  House, 
**  are  for  acts  done  in  obedience  to  the 
''  orders  of  this  House. 

"  3.  That  the  proper  officer  of  the  court 
**  of  King's  Bench  do  to-morrow  attend 
''  this  House  with  all  records  and  proceed- 
"  ings  in  the  said  actions/' 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  rose  to 
oppose  it,  he  could  not  see  the  necessity  of 
it,  and  contended  that  it  would  be  a  very 
inconsistent  proceeding  after  the  House 
had  agreed  to  plead,  to  punish  those  per- 
sons concerned  in  prosecuting  that  action 
to  which  they  had  resolved  to  plead. 
With  respect  to  what  had  fallen  from  his 
learned  friend,  as  to  the  alleged  embarrass- 
ment in  which  the  House  would  be  placed 
in  the  asser'^ion  of  their  privileges,  if  the 
judges  decided  against  their  privileges,  he 
did  not  see  why  the  learned  gent,  should 
go  out  of  the  way,  and  presume  that  the 
court  of  King's  Bench  would  not  do  jus- 
tice ;  it  was  a  presumption  on  which  they 
had  no  right  to  argue ;  in  case,  however, 
that  justice  should  not  be  done,  a  pre- 
sumption which  he  repeated  it  was  by  no 
means  (air  to  make,  still  in  that  case  be 
knew  of  no  precedent  where  the  House 
committed  a  chief  judge  for  such  a  decif 
sion,  be  being  at  the  time  of  committal  % 
judge.  If  lord  chief  justice  Ellenborough 
should  decide  qontrary-«> 
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Mr.  C.  IK.  Mymi.    He  is  a  peer. 

The  Ckaneeliar  qf  th£  Exchequer.  A  peer! 
exclaims  the  hon.  genl.  irregalarly  acroM 
the  table  ;  but,  whether  or  no,  if  his  lord* 
•hip  or  other  judges  should  decide  *con- 
trary  to  the  law  of  the  land,  he  presumed, 
that  the  proper  mode  to  remedy  that  vio- 
lation of  the  duties  of  their  station  would 
be  by  impeachment.  There  was  no  in- 
stance of  a  chief  justice  being  committed 
who  was  a  lord  of  parliament,  nor  of  a 
judge  who  was  so  at  the  time  he  was  com- 
mitted. He  would  infinitely  prefer  the 
impeachment  of  a  judge  for  exceeding  the 
line  of  bis  duty,  to  the  measure  of  com- 
mitting him,  to  the  stoppage  of  all  the 
law  business  of  the  court  in  which  he  pre- 
sided. The  hon.  gent,  would  then  say, 
but  where  was  the  impeachment  to  be 
tried  ?  It  must  be  tried  before  the  House 
of  Lords,  and  then  they  are  to  decide  on 
the  privileges  of  the*  H^^use  of  Commons. 
The  House  ought  not  to  make  an  assump- 
tion that  the  tribunals  would  act  contrary 
to  the  law  of  ttie  land.  Having  uken 
their  course,  and  in  part  authorized  the 
attorney  general  to  plead,  if  the  hon. 
sent,  would  wish  to  proceetl  in  a  contrary 
direction,  he  should  go  higher,  and  move 
to  rescind  the  resolutions,  mr  he  was  now 
endeavouring  to  overturn  all  that  has  been 
done.  He  hoped  to  have  seen  a  right 
hon.  gent,  sitting  near  the  hon.  mover 
(Mr.  Ponsonby)  who  on  a  former  occa- 
sion entered  most  fuHy  into  this  subject, 
and  came  to  a  decision,  that  the  House 
ought  to  adopt  no  other  course  than  what 
is  now  pursued.  Had  that  right  hon. 
gent,  been  present,  he  must,  consistently 
with  his  former  speech,  have  opposed  the 
present  motion.  He  conceived  that  the 
llouse  should  do  no  more  than  it  had  done> 
in  the  present  session.  As  to  any  impres- 
sion of  fear  or  timidity,  they  must  recol- 
lect that  they  had  been  before  acctised  of 
rashness;  he  however  apprehended  that 
they  had  acted  consistently  throughout. 
The  best  way  was  for  the  House  not  to 
take  the  question  in  its  own  bands,  but 
bring  it  under  the  consideration  of  another 
court. 

^  Mr.  Adam  observe^,  that  though  his 
right  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Ponsonby)  now 
absent  from  sickness  in  his  family,  had 
said  that  the  S^^eaker  ought  to  be  per- 
mitted to  plead,  he  had,  at  the  same  time, 
maintained  that  something  ought  to  be 
entered  on  tbe  records  of  the  House  to 
maintain  iu  privileges.  Mr.  Adam  added, 
ibat  Mr.  P^r^Tal  had  on  a  former  occa- 


sion (viz.  when  the  Second  Report  of  tha 
Committee  was  brought  up)  insisted  that 
Mr.  Ponsonby  had  pledgea  himself,  in  his 
speech,  to  support  the  propriety  of  the 
course  taken  :  to  this,  Mr.  Adam  had  re* 
plied,  that  Mr.  Ponsonby  was  likewise  on 
that  occ'ju&ion  absent ;  that  Mr.  Adam  had- 
afterwards  thought  it  proper  to  state  tp 
Mr.  Ponsonby  privately,  the  allegation  of 
Mr.  Perceval,  when  Mr.  Ponsonby,  in 
consequence  of  that  statement,  told  him 
(Mr.  Adam),  that  on  the  occasion  refer- 
red to,  he  (Mr.  Ponsonby)  had  expressed 
(as  he  entertained)  a  clear  decided  opi- 
nion, that  an  assertion  of  the  privilege 
should  be  made  in  the  fir^t  instance, 
though  it  might  become  necessary  to  au- 
thorize the  Speaker  to  appear  and  plt:ad. 
—Mr.  Adam  contended,  thM  as  the  Jour- 
nals now  stood,  the  privileges  of  the 
House  appeared  to  be  abandoned.  Aa 
action  brought  had  been  ordered  to  be 
defended ;  this,  standing  by  itself,  would 
justify  the  presumption  that  an  action 
would  lie,  and  the  privileges  of  the  House 
would  be  rooted  up.  The  ordinary  busi- 
ness of  the  House  could  hardly  proceed 
if  the  Speaker  were  thus  to  be  liable  to 
perpetual  processes. — Consider,  Sir,  (ho 
saia),  that  there  is  not  a  day  passes,  ia 
which,  according  to  this  admission  at  it 
appears  upon  the  Journals,  and  by  the 
course  which  has  been  taken,  in  which 
you  are  not  liable  to  actions  for  the  war- 
rants issued  by  the  order  of  the  House.** 
Mr.  Adam  then  adverted  to  the  alleged 
analogy  of  the  proceeding  by  writ  of  Ha- 
beas Corpus.  He  said  it  was  an  ex^ptuU 
proceeding — a  writ  of  right  (in  this  case 
not  under  the  statute,  but  at  common  law) 
of  which  the  House  could  have  no  notice 
till  the  judge  had  remanded  the  prisoner 
in  consequence  of  his  commitment  by  the 
Commons.  Was  this  to  be  compared  with 
an  action  against  the  Speaker,  with  a  for** 
mal  notice  served  on  the  Speaker,  which 
had  been  entered  on  the  Joomals  ■■the 
first  time  that  such  a  tMng  had  ever  hap* 
pened?  After  admitting  that  the  coortt 
below  might  incidentally  decide  on  the 
privileges  of  the  House,  as  in  case  of  mar* 
der  ensuing,  or  other  injury,  he  said  thai 
the  whole  matter  amounted  to  this:  « 
notice  of  an  action  against  the  Speaker 
had  been  delivered  to  the  Speaker;  ne 
entry  had  been  made  on  the  Journals  thai 
this  was  a  breach  of  privilege ;  but  the 
first  and  only  step  had  been  to  dectarsj 
that,  as  an  action  had  been  bfought,  i| 
moii  be  defended.    Could  any  interpFett* 


§29]        PAKL. DEBATES,  Jvm  S,  1810.— JHr.  C.  W.  Wynn'iReBohuioM        [524 


tion  be  pat  upon  that  transaction,  when 
unaccompanied  wiih  any  proc^ding  to 
ascertain  or  enforce  the  priTsleges  of  the 
House,  especially  in  after-ages,  bot  that 
which  he  had  put  upon  it  ? — It  was  to 
UToid  this  conclusion,  that  be  had  uni- 
formly and  invariably  pressed,  that  the 
ancient  course  should  be  followed,  when 
privilege  had  been  violated  before  the 
statute  called  lord  Onslow^s  act,  \>y  actions 
brought  against  members,  viz.  that  the 
person  serving  the  writ  should  be  brought 
to  the  bar,  that  the  measare  taken  should 
be  an  assertion  of  their  privilege,  and  that 
resolutions  in  support  of  their  privilege 
•hould  be  entered  in  the  votes.  If  this 
was  usual  and  necessary  in  ordmary  cases, 
bow  much  more  so  was  it,  that  some  pro- 
ceeding should  be  taken  for  making  it 
known  to  all  the  world,  that  they  had  as- 
serted that  this  trnprecedented  case  of  ac* 
^n  against  the  Speaker  and  (he  Serjeant 
for  executing  the  orders  of  the  Hoose  were 
breaches  of  privilege?  Could  this  be  al- 
lowed to  stand  on  the  speeches  of  mem- 
bers ?-*-Was  it  enough  that  the  speech  of 
his  right  hon.  friend  now  absent  (Mr. 
Ponsonby),  eloquent  and  t^onclnsive  as  his 
speech  waB*«-tbat  the  speech  of  his  learn- 
ed friend  near  him  (shr  A.  Pigott),  con- 
taining the  most  powerinl,  sound,  and 
manly  doctrine,  could  be  reckoned  npon 
as  recording  the  privilege,  and  as  an  am 
tidote  to  the  order  to  appear  and  plead  i 
These  were  the  opinions  of  able,  authori- 
tative, and  respectable  members.  But 
the  other  was  the  act  of  the  Hoose.  The 
last  remained  of  record,  the  former  died 
«way  and  were  fprgotten.^*— Mr.  Adam 
aaid,  he  had  very  often,  perhaps  too  often, 
troubled  the  Hoose  on  this  subject.  It 
was  not  his  inclhiation  to  have  done  so. 
It  was  cast  upon  him.  Had  this  case  of 
privilege  not  occurred,  he  said,  bis  voice 
vrould  have  been  rarely  heard  in  the 
cmirse  of  the  session :  bot  having  formed 
«n  opinion,  he  felt  htOiaelf  botind  to  state 
it  originally ;  and  having  stated  it,  it  was 
ft  dtity  whic^  he  owed  both  to  himself 
and  the  Hoose,  to  maintain  his  consistency 
andihe  correctnessof  his  original  opinion. 
He  had  not  been  a  ptrty  to  the  original 
eaose  of  the  question  ;  for  he  had  not  been 
present  on  anyone  occasion  respecting  the 
eommttmentof  Mr.  Gale  Jones;  nortiUno* 
lice  vras  given  by  Mr.  LethbHdge  of  the 
notion  which  that  gentleman  made :  that 
he  had  then  joined  in  it  from  jdoty,  not  from 
any  satisfaction  it  cooMaflford  him.  heonld 
H  M  sa^ioction  tobim  (he  said),  lo  ex^* 


press  difierence  of  opinion  with  a  learned 
friend  of  his  (sh'  S.  RomHly),  whose  ta- 
lents   and   learning   he  respected,   and 
whose  friendship  he  had  the  happiness  to 
^njpy.    It  could  be  no  pleasure  to  him  to 
debate  with  his  hon.  friend  near  him  (Mr. 
Whitbread),  whcse  friendship  he  enjoyed, 
and  whose  talents  and  integrity  he  so 
highly  esteemed.    It  could  be  no  motive 
with  him  to  support  a  doctrine  which 
aided,  or  might  be  thought  to  aid,  aii  ad- 
ministration, wllbse  existence  he  thought 
incompatible  with  the  safety  of  the  coon- 
try.    What  then  could  excite  him  to  the 
line  he  had  taken,  but  an  imperative  sense 
of  duty,  in  Support  of  an  ancient,  a  neces* 
sary,  and  most  important  constitotional 
power ;   which  had  never  fbr  centuries 
been  violated  as  it  had  now ;  an^  certainly 
never  abandoned,  as  it  has  now  been 
abandoned  ?  If  on  the  day  on  which  it 
was  moved  to  commit  Mr.  Gale  Jones ;  if 
on  the  day  on  which  Mr.  Brand  moved  an 
adjournment  fbr  a  week,  and  the  right  hon. 
gent.  (Mr.  Perceral),  first  violently  op- 
posed it,  and  afterwards  tamely  acqui- 
esced in  it ;   if  on  the  day  on  which  he 
(Mr.  Adam)  moved  to  supersede  the  com- 
mitment of  sir  F.  Burdett  by  a  reprimand; 
if  on  any  of  these  occasions  any  person 
had  ventured  to  suggest  that  the  Speaker 
woold  ^ave  been  directed  to  appear  and 
plead  to  an  action,  did  any  one  aoobt  that 
such  u  person  would  have  been  considered 
as  vili^ing  the  House,  and  would  have 
been  cried  down  as  an  enemy  to  iti  privi- 
leges ?  And  yet  in  less  than  tvito'  monthk 
the  House  hid  done  so,  and  had  not  sug'- 
gested  one  word,  or  done  one  act,  or  re- 
corded one  sentence,  to  counteract  the 
effi^ct  of  this  measure.     On  the  contrary, 
the  right  hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Perceval),  ar- 
gued strenuously,  that  the  House  should 
not  do  any  soch  act  now ;  and  had  resist- 
ed aH  entreaties  from  him  (Mr.  Adam), 
formerly  to  that  eftect. — ^The  same  right 
hon.  gent,  besides  referring  to  the  prs- 
ceedtngs  on  writs  of  Habeas  Corpus,  had 
forced  the  ease  of  Mr.  Beeves  into  the 
question  as  a  case  in  fovonr  of  his  argu- 
ment—Mr. Adam  said,  the  case  of  Reeves 
was  qvite  different  from  the  present — ^His 
crffence  was  both  a  breach  of  privilese 
and  a  misdemeanor,  and  the  House  thooght 
it  right  to  order  him  to  be  prosecnted  for 
the  latter.     Bot  the  present  breach  cf 
privilege  had  no  such*  double  character. 
It  was  a  single  act,  constituting  a  breacfk 
of  privilege,  bot  not  a  misdemeanor,  or 
cap«)le^  ofbeing  prosecuted  as  ttrcfa.    Tb« 
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optiou#  besidetf  in  that  catOj  wai  nec^nsa* 
nly  'uk  favour  ol  the  prQiecutioD»  for  Mr. 
Seeyet  was  poi,  identified  by  the  proof  to 
be  the  author;  and  in  a  case  where  a 
man  of  education  had  defamed  the  cooisti* 
tution  by  stating  the  power  and  privileges 
of  this  House  to  be  the  mere  result  of  the 
permission  of  the  crown,  it  would  have 
been  both  inadequate  and  diigracefol  to 
have  prosecuted  the  publisher  or  printer. 
^Mr.  Adam  said,  he  was  aware  mat  the 
first  resolution  (and  he  confined  himself  to 
the  first,  a»  the  only  question  then  before 
the  Hoose,  and  the  only  one  he  approved), 
would  have  come  with  much  more  pro- 
priety befiMre  than  after  the  order  to  plead. 
mi  be  was  clear  that  it  was  fit  that  some 
resolution  should  be  come  to,  in  order  to 
cure  the  present  deplorable  state  of  the 
transaction;  that  such  a  proceeding  was 
not,  according  to  his  notion,  inconsistent 
with  the  resolution  to  appear  and  plead ; 
and  would  not,  if  well  understood,  be 
termed  an  interruption  to  the  course  of 
juetice :  that  he  viewed  this  proceeding 
to  appear  and  plesd,  as  a  mode  of  giving 
notice  to  the  court  and  to  all  mankind ; 
that  the  House  had  given  such  notice  in 
difierent  ways;  that  they  gave  notice  by 
their  votes,  which  was,  in  law,  a  notice  to 
all  the  world;  that  they  had,  on  some  oo« 
casions,  given  notice  by  special  publican 
tioA  separate  6om  the  votes:  that  they 
had  (as  in  the  case  of  Ashby  n.  White,  in 
i704)  affixed  their  resolntton  on  the  gate 
of  Westminster  hall :  that  on  the  pteient 
occasioii,  they  had  not  done  any  of  these 
things;  but  had  ordered  the  Speaker  to 
appear  and  plead.  That  the  order  to  ap» 
pear  most  bo  naderstood  to  be  to  enable 
the  Speaker  to  plead»  aa  he  eoidd  not 
plead  without  appearing,  and  the  order  to 
plead  most  be  considered  as  the  means  of 
putting  the  privilege  on  record,  and  so 
giving  notice  to  the  eoort,  that  the  bring* 
mg  the  action  was  a  breach  of  privilege. 
But  th«  defect  of  the  course  adopted,  ac- 
cording to  has  view  of  it,  was,  that  it  did 
not,  and  could  not,  appear  on  the  Jour- 
nals; but,  on  the  contrary,  what  appeared 
on  the  Journals,  was  destmctivo  of  the 
prifiiege;— while,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
first  resolution,  which  was  entirely  pro- 
spective, was  not  inconsistent  with  what 
appeared  an  their  Jonmah;  and  that  they 
wooM  thos  save  their  pnvilegea  by  refer. 
enoe.-^Mr.  Adam,  in  addition  to  what  he 
had  said  on  other  occasions,  repeated,  that 
4e  exertion  of  the  power  of  the  House  to 
support  their  priviiegM^  had  in  all  peeccsk 
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ing  time  been  sufficient  to  aiaert  and  ao* 
cure  them,  much  short  of  interference  with 
the  judges;  that,  however,  he  could  not 
help  remarking,  that  the  suggestion  of  Mr« 
Perceval,  that,  (if  any  proceeding  waa 
taken  as  to  the  judges)  it  was  better  to 
impeach  than  commit,  held  out  an  aker<« 
native  equally  objectionable,  as  it  submit* 
ted  the  privileges  of  the  House  of  Com^ 
mens  to  the  judgment  of  the  House  of 
Lords.  He  said,  the  whole  matter,  and 
all  that  had  been  done  from  the  rejection 
of  his  prq>osal  to  reprimand,  had  giveA 
him  great  pain;  as  it  operated  a  com* 
plete  change  in  the  constitution;  which 
till  now  was  clearly  understood  to  be»  thaa 
the  proceedings  of  this  House  could  bo 
questioned  no  where  oat  of  this  House  & 
that  in  the  seal  and  ardour  which  be  felt 
to  support  this  doctrkie*  bo  had  exerted 
himself  on  the  great  question;^— that  it  waa 
bad  taste  to  quote  one's  self,  but  he  could 
not  help  recollecting  that  his  eamestaess 
on  that  occasion  to  support  the  privilegea 
of  the  House  of  Commoae,  had  made  hia 
conclude,  in  the  emphatic  language  of 
father  Paul,  es/o  jMrMoa/  and  notwv  in  two 
little  months  from  that  period,  he  had  fbo 
mortification  to  find,  that  |hey  were^  ao« 
cording  to  the  proceedingp  aa  they  ap- 
peared on  the  JoumaU^  already  at  an  end* 
Iq  save  this,  he  earnestly  entreated  thai 
Mr.  Wynn'a  fivst  Uesolntion  mighfc  bo 
recorded. 

The  SoUcUor  CrsneiW  supported  the  ar<* 
guments  of  tho  GhanceUor  of  tba  Binrho* 
quer,  contended^  that  i4  waa  diserelieBarjr 
with  the  Hoose,  whether  to  estrciso  ito 
authority  or  not*  and  that  tho  anatogy  of 
the  Habeas  Corpus  writ  was  strictly  in 
point,  Ae  to  tho  aUe^  diArenee  of 
notice,  it  waa  a  mere  tniing  evasion^  ae 
all  the  country  knew  of  these  things*  Bo* 
fore  thif  resolution  was  ofrred^  th^  hoik 
gent,  oueht  to  have  propoied  to  expongo 
all  the  fermea  proceedings  of  dio  Hooaa 
on  this  subject* 

Earl  Ta^  rose  for  the  pttrpwa  el  e»« 
tering  his  solema  protest  against  the  ex- 
traordinary doctrine  which  admitted  in 
that  House  the  jurisdiction  of  inferior 
courts.  It  waa  an  act  of  suicide,  a  sort  of 
digging  of  their  own  graves,  a  promulga^ 
tion  of  lawsw  by  which  in  the. end  their 
own  privilegea  were  to  be  ^oppressed  and 
overpowered  \  It  was  the  more  necessary 
for  him  to  enter  this  protest,  when  he  con- 
sklcved  that  the  doctrme  had  tho  senetion 
of  thoae  men  wuh  whom  he  generally 
acted,     Iiit had  emanated  feon a miaitf* 
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try,  such  as  those  now  in  power,  men 
whose  policy  was  indecision,  and  whose 
principle  was  vacillation,  who  acted  just 
as  a  periodica]  fit  of  courage  or  cowardice 
prompted  them,  he  should  not  have  been 
surprized.  But  when  it  was  sanctioned 
by  those  whose  conduct  he  generally  ap- 
proved, and  whose  deep  researches  on 
this  subject  had  beeh  indisputable,  lie 
could  not  remain  silent.  He  had  waited 
for  this  opportunity  of  expressing  his  sen- 
timents on  this  important  point,  and  he 
was  happy  that  it  would  serve  to  shew 
succeeding  times,  that  an  attempt  had  been 
made  to  vindicate  their  privileges,  and 
prove  at  least  that  there  were  some  men 
of  this  day  who  thought  that  they  pos- 
sessed them. 

Mr.  H,  Smith  approved  the  sentiment, 
that  a  warfare  ougnt  to  be  made  by  that 
House  against  Westminster-hall  whenever 
it  was  neeeasary. 

Mr.  C.  W.  Wytm  shortly  replied  to  the 
objections  that  had  been  urged  against  his 
Resolutions.  The  gentlemen  opposite  had, 
be  said,  studiously  avoided  the  question 
which  he  had  strongly  put  to  them,  whe- 
ther they  were  eventually  prepared  to  car- 
ry the  contest  to  the  Upper  House  ?  'Ilie 
probability  was,  at  any  rate,  that  his  sub- 
mitted Resolutions  would  tend  to  stop  the 
course  of  the  action  pending  aeainst  the 
House.  This  was  not  all  he  felt.  Con- 
templating, as  he  did,  the  aspect  of  afiairs, 
be  was  moat  anxious  to  deliver  up  to  his 
constituents,  those  great  privileges  with 
which  they  had  constitutionally  entrusted 
him;  to  deliver  them,  as  he  received 
.  them,  unaltered,  unabrogated,  and  unim- 
paired. 

The  ChanceUor  qf  the  Exchequer  then 
moved  the  previous  question  upon  the  first 
Resolution.  Upon  which  the  House  di- 
Tided;     For  the  question   14;    Against 

*  The  preyious  question  was  then  moved 
on  the  second  Resolution^  and  the  third 
was  negtttived. 

qftke  Mmori^. 

Milton,  Lord 
AToore,  Peter 
Pigott,.Sir  Artbor 
Porcher,J.  Oapree 
Smith,  Henry 
Tarleton,  GeiMn4 
Temple,  I/ird  >  m^,.^ 

[King's  Mkssaob  ftESPBCTiNO  trb  Loan 
LiBUTBNAMT  OF  Ibblamd,] — ^Tbe  Chancel* 
krqf$h€  fiM^fucrcallwl  th«  attention  of 


Adam,  William 
Althoip,  Lord 
Bsritsm,  J.  FMtet 
Bemtrd,  Scrope 
Cooke,  Bryan 
Ball,  Sir  James 
Jacob,  WUtiam 
MasnveU,  William 


the  House  to  his  Majesty's  Message  re- 
lative to  the  augmentation  of  the  salary 
and  appointment  of  the  lord  lieutenant  of 
Ireland.  He  had  an  apology  to  make  for 
not  having  brought  the  subject  forward 
earlier  in  the  session.  But  it  wjis  not  till 
an  advanced  period  of  it,  that  his  atten- 
tion had  been  called  to  the  question.  The 
fact  was,  however,  that  nearly  double  the 
sum  that  was  allowed  by  the  public  was 
expended  by  the  individual  at- the  head  of 
the  Irish  government.  But  as  he  had  not 
been  able  to  obtain  all  the  information  ne- 
cessary in  order  to  a  final  arrangement, 
he  considered  h  better  to  defer  bringing 
the  vote  forward  until  the  Committee  of 
Supply  was  closed ;  and  then  to  propose  to 
vote  the  augmentation  for  the  present 
year,  with  a  view  to  a  final  arrangement  in 
the  next  session  of  parliament;  He  should 
therefore  move,  "  That  an  humble  Ad* 
dress  be  presented  to  his  Majesty  to  ac- 
quaint his  Majesty,  That  this  House  hat 
taken  into  its  consideration  his  Majesty's 
most  gracious  Message  respecting  the  m- 
sufficiency  of  the  salary  and  appointments 
of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  :  That 
this  House  is  sensible  that  the  salary 
which  was  settled  so  long  ago  as  the  year 
1785,  upon  the  office  of  the  Lord  Lieute- 
nant of  Ireland,  is  inadequate  to  the 
maintenance  and  support  of  the  dignity  of 
that  high  and  important  station,  and  hum- 
bly to  request  hi  s  Majesty,  that  he  would 
be  graciously  pleased  to  direct  such  in- 
crease to  be  made  \o  the  salary  of  Uial 
office,  not  exceeding  10,000/.  per  annum, 
as  to  his  Majesty  may  seem  neceaiary,  as- 
suring hisMajesty,  that  this  House  will  make 
such  addition  to  his  Majesty's  civil  list 
of  Ireland  as  may  enable  his  Majesty  to 
defray  the  charge  of  such  increase ;  if 
upon  a  review  of  the  state  of  that  civil 
list  it  shall  appear  that  any  additions  shall 
be  necessary  to  enable  it  to  meet  such  ad- 
ditional charge.'' 

Mr.  Tighe  expressed  surprise  that  after 
the  resolutions  of  the  House  for  the  abo- 
lition of  sinecure  offices,  the  ChanceUor  of 
the  Exchequer  should  take  the  first  op- 
portumtv  of  proposing  an  addition  of  one- 
half  to  the  salary  of  the  lord  lieutenant  of 
Ireland.  He  saw  no  reason  why  the  civil 
government  of  Ireland  should  cost  tea 
times  more  than  that  of  Scotland  ;  ner 
why  the  farce  of  a  vice  regal  court  shoold 
be  kept  up  in  Dublin.  He  should  vote 
against  the  motion,  because  he  thought 
this  a  most  insidious  mode  of  entrapping 
the  Hoiue  into  a  grant  of  public  money* 
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Mn  W.  Piitgerald  contended  that,  if  the 
office  of  lord  lieutenadt  was  to  be  con- 
tinued, it  ooi^ht  to  be  maintained  with 
dignity,  or,  in  a  more  modified  expression, 
with  respectability. 

Sir  J.  Ncxopori  obserred  that  no  one  ar- 
goment  he  had  beard  appeared  sufDci^nt 
tp  justify  the  proposition.  The  motion  he 
contended  ought  to  have  been  brought 
forvtard  before  the  committee  of  supply 
had  closed.  As  the  risht  faon.  gent,  nad 
ti^aited  so  long,  he  might  waittilThe  could 
make  out  grounds  for  the  vote.  He  should, 
therefore,  move  an  amendment,  leaving  out 
all  of  the  motion,  after  the  words  insuffi- 
ciency of  salary,  and  substitute  "  and 
humbly  present  to  his  Majesty  our  sincere 
concern  and  regret,  that  in  a  time  of  un- 
exampled dtiFicultjK  from  the  pressure  of 
public  burthens  arising  out  of  the  war,  his 
Majesty  should  have  been  advised  to  re- 
commend any  increase  to  the  appoint- 
menlB  of  the  lord  lieutenant,  and  at  a  pe- 
riod of  the  session,  when  it  was  impossible 
to  give  the  question  that  due  and  fit  exa- 
mination and  deliberation  which  it  me- 
rited.'* 

Mr.  J¥.  Pole  contended  for  an  increase 
of  the  income  of  the  lord  lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land,  and  observed,  that  the  duke  of  Rich- 
mond had  not  the  slightest  knowledge  of 
the  present  demand.  He  had  himself 
been  induced  to  suggest  the  necessity 
of  it  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer, from  positive  information  he  had 
received  irom.  the  comptroller  of  the 
household,  that  the  duke  of  Bedford  and 
the  duke  of  Richmond  had  each  of  them 
expended  upwards  of  SS,000/.  per  annum, 
in  the  requiMte  support  of  the  dignity  of 
their  office. 

Mr.  Martin,  Mr.  Lyttleton,  Mr.  Par- 
nell,  and  Mr.  Bankes,  opposed  the  mo- 
tion. 

Mr.  Grattan  did  not  mean  to  say.  that 
20,000/.  was  sufficient,  or  that  the  increase 
proposed  was  too*  much.  He  thought, 
however,  that  the  bare  ai:sertion  of  the 
mioister  ought  not  to  induce  parliament  to 
burden  Ireland  with  an  additional  charge 
of  10,000/. 

Mr.  Tiemejf  did  not  conceive  it  neces- 
sary, nor  was  it  usual,  that  a  person  serv- 
ing the  public  in  a  high  ofice  should 
be  able  to  live  entirely  independent  of  his 
private  fortune.  If  the  duke  of  Richmond 
nad  spent  20,000/.  per  ann.  in  Ireland, 
of  his  own  fortune,  he  cciuUl  aiTord  that  rx- 
pence.  His  firm  belief  was  that  this  in- 
crease was  by  no  means  intended  for  the 
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duke  of  Richmond,  but  that  his  liberality 
sind  private  virtues  were  mentioned  merely 
to  induce  the  House  to  Yot^  an  increa<;ed 
income,  to  tempt  some  other  lord  with 
vvhom  ministers  were  bargaining  to  go 
over  to  Ireland  as  his  successor. 

Mr.  Whitbread  thought  the  House  of 
Commons  could  not  come  to  such  a  vote  on 
the  ipse  dixit  of  the  ministeK  Suppose 
that  his  friend  the  duke  of  Bedford,  had 
told  him  that  20,000/.  was  not  sufficient 
to  support  the  station,  surely  that  would 
not  be  sufficient  ground  to  induce  hin^ 
to  move  for  an  increased  allowance  to  his 
successor.  , 

The  House  then  divided  on  the  amend- 
ment.   Ayes  51.     Noes  05. 
'  llie  ori|(inal  motion  was  then  carried. 


HOUSB   OP  COHMOHS. 

Saturday,  June  9. 

[Irish  Art^s  Bill.]  The  order  of  tne 
day  for  the  third  reading  of  the  Irish  Arms 
bill' being  read, 

Mr.  Peter  Afoor^ opposed  the  third  read- 
ing of  the  bill ;  he  had  opposed  it,  he  said,^ 
on  its  original  introduction  two  years  ago, 
and  was  then  in  a  small  minority'  of  ten, 
who  were  rather  laughed  at  than  otherwise, 
for  their  insignificancy  ;  but,  they  felt  ic 
to  be  a  bill  of  infinite  importance  to  their 
fellow-subjects  in  Ireland,  and  had  deter- 
mined to  mark  their  sense  of  it  by  a  divi* 
slon.  When  the  bill  was  original ly  in- 
troduced, there  was  no  parliamentary 
ground  laid  for  it  efther  ofnecessity  or  ex- 
pediency ;  and  having  watched  its  opera* 
tion,  he  (Mr.  Moore)  said,  he  was  happy  to 
find  that  the  hill  had  not  been  called  for, 
and  had  been  wholly  nugatory,  considering 
thereby,  that  there  was  no  groqnd  for  it 
either  then  or  now.  He  was  certain,  if 
such  a  bill  were  introduced  into  this  coun- 
try, it  would  vibrate  alarm  from  one  ex- 
tremity of  the  empire  to  the  other,  and  he 
considered  as  an  intended  insult;  and  he 
could  not  see,  why  bills  of  this  description  . 
should  be  applied  to  Ireland  any  more  than 
England;  The  present  abbreviated  billj 
Mr.  Moore  said,  he  observed,  was  only  a 
vestige  of  the  former  bill,  and  he  confident- 
ly felt  and  believed,  that  the  repeal  of  the 
Other  obnoxious  clauses  and  provisions  of 
that  bill  was  a  concession  absolutely  ex- 
torted by  the  loyalty  and  attachment  of 
the  people  of  Ireland,  and  he  had  no  hesi"* 
tation  in  saying,  that  it  would  infinitely 
more  become  the  dignity  of  government  to 
displace  this  bill  altogether  by  an  iiiiplici& 

2  M 


5J 1]  PARL  DEBATES,  Svm  9,  1810.— JBoMer&t  PrevMwn  mu.  [5^. 

dering  it  also  a  capital  felony  reinsined  in 
force  ?  The  real  fact  seemed  to  be,  not 
that  the  offence  itself  had  increased,  but 
that  prosecutions  had  increased,  and  this 
might  naturally  be  accounted  for«  from 
considering,  that  persons  who  might  be 
unwilling  to  prosecute  when  they  kmeir 
the  offence  would  subject  the  person  guilty 
to  the  sentence  of  death,  would  feel  in- 
finitely less  reluctance  in  contributing  tor 
the  attainment  of  the  ends  of  justice,  when 
satisfied  that  the  punishment  was  of  a  Ir- 
mited  nature,  and  more  adequate  to  the 
nature  of  the  ofience  , committed.  In 
Prussia,  when  by  a  deduction  of  the  fees 
of  lawyers,  &c.  the  obtaining  of  justice 
was  rendered  more  easy  to  the  subjects  of 
that  country,  it  was  alledged,  that  this  had 
only  led  to  an  increase  of  law  suits,  with* 
oui  producing  any  good  effect  But  waa 
this  the  fkctf  Surely  not.  Wrong  had 
previously  ^xist^d,  but  it  had  existed  un* 
complained  of,  because  of  the  difficulty  of 
procuring  redress.  A  Stronger  proot  ^ 
the  good  effect  likely  to  result  from  the  tU 
teration  in  the  law  which  he  proposed,  hfl 
presumed  to  think,  could  not  be  figured, 
than  that  it  tended  to  check  'offences  by 
adding  to  the  certainty  of  prosecution  and 
consequently  of  punishment.  It  had  beea 
stated  that  the  judges  were  averse  to  tho 
alteration  he  propaied.  No  person 
could  more  highly  respect  the  judges 
of  the  iaod  than  he  did.  But  on  a 
question,  what  the  law  ought  to  be,  not 
what  it  was,  he  could  not  conceive 
this  as  a  conclusive  argument  against  any 
measure  which  might  be  proposed.  It  had 
6ven  been  insinuated  as  if  he  (sir  Samuel 
Romilly)  felt  a  disregard  for  the  ancient 
and  established  laws  of  the  country.  He 
really  confessed  himself  astonished  at  sach 
an  insinuation.  It  must  seem  wonderful, 
indeed,  if  he  who  had  passed  his  whole  lift 
in  the  study  and  practice  of  those  laws, 
and,  who,  if  he  possessed  any  stake  or  re- 
putation in  the  country,  owed  it  all  to  the 
skill  and  knowledge  he  had  acquired  in 
the  practice  of  them,  could  be  capable  of 
disregarding  those  law^,  or  of  not  hold- 
ing them  in  merited  veneration.  That 
he  did  see  in  those  laws  some  delects, 
however,  which  he  wished  to  redress,  he 
presumed  to  think,  instead  of  beinff  im* 
putable  to  him  as  a  crime,  would  be  % 
proof  how  highly  he  regarded  them  as  % 
whole,  and  now  anxious  he  was  to  seo 
theiil  as  perfect  as  possible.  He  should 
now  move,  that  the  bill  for  preventing  rob- 
beries in  navigable  rivers,  b«  read  « lIM 


confidence  in  the  afiections  and  true  in- 
terests of  the  people  of  Ireland,  to  which 
experience  had  most  amply  testified  they 
were  entitled.  Mr.  Moore  said  the  several 
inembers  who  had  before  opposed  this  bill, 
acting  on  the  same  principles,  were  of 
the  same  opinion  witn  himself,  and  were 
resolved  to  persevere  in  throwing  it  out  if 
possible. 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  postponed 
the  third  till  Wednesday. 

(Robberies  Prevention  Bill.]  Sir 
$.  Romilly,  in  rising  to  move  that  the  third 
readineofthe  bill  for  the  better  preventing 
of  roboery  in  navigable  rivers,  should 
stand  for  Wednesday,  had  no  intention  of 
pressing  the  third  reading  on  that  day, 
•hbttld  there  then  be  a  great  deal  of  other 
business  before  the  House.  He  begged  to 
avail  himself  of  tho  present  opportunity 
however,  to  say  a  few  worda  on  the  nature 
of  the  present  bill.  It  stood  on  totally  dif- 
ferent grounds  from  the  other  two  bills 
which  had  been  introduced  by  him,  one  of 
which  had  passed  that  House.  The  act 
which  he  now  sought  to  have  repealed, 
^as  an  act  of  the  other  day.  It  had  not 
antiquity  to  support  it,  but  was  passed  at 
the  end  of  the  last  reign,  previous  to  which 
the  ofi[ence  was  not  esteemed  as  of  a  ca- 
pital nature,  and  even  since  the  passing  of 
the  statute  in  question,  it  had  never  been 
acted  on  so  far  as  he  (sir  S.  Romilly)  had 
been  able  to  discover.  He  could  not  for- 
bear noticing  what  he  understood  had  been 
stated  in  another  place,  on  the  subject  of 
the  bill  which  had  passed  that  House  for 

greventing  privately  stealing  in  shops.  It 
ad  been  ur&red  as  *an  argument  against 
that  bill,  that  the  elJect  of  a  similar  bill, 
introduced  by  him  two  sessions  ago,  to 
prevent  privately  stealing  from  the  person, 
had  bedh  to  occasion  an  enormous  increase 
of  that  offence.  In  this  statement  he  could 
by  no  means  agree.  It  would,  indeed,  be 
extraordinary,  that  so  sudden  an  effect 
should  be  produced  by  the  repeal  of  an  act, 
Ivhich,  for  many  years,  might  have  been 
Considered  as  almost  a  dead  letter.  But 
k  had  also  been  stated,  from  the  same  high 
authority,  that  privately  stealing  in  the 
shop  had  also  greatly  increased  of  late. 
Might  not  the  same  cause  then,  have  ope- 
rated to  occasion  the  increase  in  both  ? 
Or  was  it  fair  to  attribute  the  increase  in 
the  offence  of  stealing  from  the  person,  to 
the  repeal  of  the  act  punishing  that  crime 
capitally,  while  it  was  seen,  that  the  of- 
fence of  stf^aling  in  the  »hop  had  increased 
lA  an  equal  proportion,  while  xhn  act  ren- 
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on  Wftdoesda^,  bot  if  tbad  tboold 
ba  found  incooveoient  he  shooJd  then 
postpone  it  till  Thursday  ;  and  If  it  should 
appear  that  there  was  no  prospect  of  the 
biU  passing  through  both  Houses  during 
the  present  session,  he  should  not  press  the 
third  reading  even  on  Thursday. 


ROUSB  OF    LORDS. 

Wednadqy,  June  13. 

£SxATB  OF  THB  Nation.]  Earl  Grty 
roae  and  addressed  their  lordships  to  the 
following  effect : 

My  lords ;  The  great  and  rapidly  in- 
creasing difficulties  with  which  tnis  coun- 
trv  is  surrounded;  the  measures  of  his 
Majesty's  ministers,  obviously  tending  as 
I  tbink  in  no  degree  to  alleviate  the  pres- 
sure  of  thoie  difficulties,  but  calculated 
rather  to  aggravate  the  common  danger ; 
my  apprehension  of  the  prospect  before 
ua ;  the  still  more  alarming  and  fatal  con- 
sequences which  we  have  to  dread  frpi^ 
the  coui'se  of  past  proceedings^  if  the  as- 
pect of  our  afuiirs  does  not  materially  and 
promptly  change ;  these  combined  consi- 
derations have  n»de  me  extremely  anxi- 
Qus,  even  at  this  advanced  period  of  the 
session,  before  we  separate  for  the  sum- 
mer^ to  bring  into  discussion  the  whole 
situation  of  this  country,  not  only  in  so 
far  as  respects  our  foreign  interests,  but 
with  regard  to  those  circumstances  which 
inunediately  bear  upon  our  domestic  tran- 
quillity. I  am  induced  to  this  undertaking 
in  the  hope,  that  your  lordships  will  see 
the  absolute  necessity  of  offering  to  your 
Sovereign  your  advice  in  a  crisis  so  extra- 
ordinary and  alarming.    It  would,  indeed^ 
be  an  act  of  the  highest  presumptioni  if  I 
were   to  set  op  my  individual    opinion 
against  the  collective  judgment  or  your 
lordships,  either  by  placing  it  in  opposi- 
tion to  past  decisions,  or  holding  it  jforth 
as  the  guide  for  your  future  conduct.    For 
if  I  could  be  persuaded  that  in  the  present 
state  of  affairs,   vour  lordships  saw  no 
groonds  for  apprehension— nothing  to  ex- 
cite your  fears,  or  to  demand  your  utmost 
▼igilance ;  if  I  could  brinff  myself  to  be- 
lieve that  in  the  midst  of  dangers  such  as 
I  have  adyerled  to,  yon  still  were  of  opi- 
nion, thai  the  conmict  of  his  Majesty's 
ininisterf  was  calcolated  to  diminish  them ; 
if  I  coold  assure  myself  that  it  was  yonr 
cooscientiouB  and  deliberate  conviction, 
that  the  composiiioD  of  the  present  admi- 
nistration was  such  f»  the  exigencies  of 
^  line  demand— that  it  discovered  no 


signs  of  ^ficienc^  in  the  ivisdom  and 
energy  so  imperatively  required  by  the 
nature  of  public  events— that  the  mea- 
sures of  the  government  had  been  only 
couoteracted  by  such  obstacles  as  humae 
prudence  could  neither  foresee  nor  con- 
troul — believe  me,  my  lords,  under  that 
persuasion,  I  should  not  on  this  day  have 
ventured  to  importune  you  with  any  proi 
position  of  mine.  I  could  not  hope  to  be 
successful  in  such  a  course  ;  and  with  so 
many  and  such  strong  reasons,  forbidding 
the  attempt,  I  should  only  be  disposed  to 
question  the  soundness  of- my  own  judg- 
ment. But  I  cannot  prevail  upon  myself 
to  think  that  such  are  either  the  opinions 
or  the  feelings  of  your  lordships.  It  would 
ill  become  me>— indeed  it  would  be  incon- 
sistent with  a  due  respect  for  this  House, 
were  I  to  suppose,  that  in  the  various  dis- 
cussions which  have  taken  place  since  par- 
liament was  assembled,  the  votes  of  your 
lordships  were  not  given  in  the  belief  that 
you  were  discharging  the  duty  you  owe4 
to  your  country,  m  the  most  conscientious 
manner.  I  can  however  easily  conceive, 
that,  impressed  with  a  senie  of  the  peril 
of  the  times,  i^palled  by  the  numberless 
and  perplexing  difficulties  of  the  country, 
many  ot  your  lordships  were  influenced 
by  a  strong  apprehension,  that  an  oppo- 
site conduct  to  that  you  pursued,  might 
considerably  multiply  and  aggravate  the 
distresses  of  the  empire  ;  that  you  dread^d^ 
lest  the  dangers  in  which  we  were  involved* 
might  be  augmented  in  their  extent,  and 
accelerated  in  their  calamitous  results,  by 
such  a  recorded  disapprobation  of  the 
measures  of  sovernment,  as  might  lead, 
at  a  moment  like  the  present,  to  a  change 
in  the  councils  of  the  state;  and  I  can 
imagine  that  the  influence  of  such  feelings 
induced  you  to  support  measures,  froui 
the  general  character  and  eOect  of  whi<^b, 
you  could  not  have  derived  much  satif- 
niction.  Without  supposing  the  exis« 
tence  of  an  influence  soch  as  1  have  de« 
scribed,  how  else  shall  we  be  able  to  acr 
count  (except  on  grounds  which  I  shoujd 
indeed  be  roost  unwilling  to  impute  to 
your  lofdships,)  for  the  extraordinary  ap- 
pearances exhibited  during  the  session, 
now  drawing  so  near  its  close  ?  How  else 
shall  we  account  for  the  continued  exis- 
tence of  an  administration,  so  generally 
reprobated,  to  lost  to  all  public  confidence, 
so  degraded  in  the  estimation  of  the  coun- 
try, that  although  within  these  walls  they 
have  met  a  general  support,  sufficient  to 
maintain  them  ifi  office,  yet  it  is  scarcely 
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pofisible  in  any  other  place  to  meet  an  in- 
dividual, and  certainly  not  any  consider- 
able number  of  persons,  who  are  not  ac- 
tive and  loud  in  complaining  of  their  total 
inadequacy  to  disc  barge  the  important 
duties  which  they  owe  to  the  state? 
Under  the  impression  then,  that  the  ge- 
nuine feelings  of  your  lordships  are  not 
Ut  variance  with  the  universal«conviction 
of  the  country ;  and  accounting  for  your 
apparent  support  of  ministers  upon  the 
supposition  of  feelings,  which  however 
venial  to  a  certain  degree,  would,  if  push- 
.cd  to  an  unlimited  extent,  be  highly  cri- 
minal and  endanger  the  safety  of  the 
country — under  this  impression,  I  say,  I 
have  felt  it  my  duty  (however  little  en- 
couraged by  the  experience  of  the  present 
■session)  to  call  your  serious  attention  to 
those  causes,  which  in  my  mind  have 
produced  the  dangers  that  press  upon  us 
m  this  emergency,  and  tti  the  policy  which 
It  is  incumbent  upon  us  to  ailbpt,  in  order 
that  we  may  be  enabled  effectually  to 
iTiCet,  and  ullimately  to  surmOunt  them. 

in  undertaking  this  task,  my  lords,  I  do 
assure  you,  that  I  have  been  much  more 
impelled  by  tho  strength  of  my  feel- 
ings, as  to  the  critical  situation  of  the 
country,  than  by  any  confideOce  in  the 
extent  of  my  own  powers.  That  diffidence 
-which  I  must  eter  feel  in  submitting  to 
the  consideration  of  your  lordships,  any 
great  political  proposition,  is,  as  I  approach 
the  contemplation  of  the  question  which  I 
now  intend  to  discuss,  considerably  in- 
creased,— increased  by  the  importance 
and  'variety  of  the  subjects  which  it  em- 
braces, and  still  more  increased  upon  my 
being  upon  .this  day  deprived  of  the  per- 
sonal support  and  co-operation  of  a  noble 
friend  of  mine,  (lord  Grenville,)  whose 
absence  is  occasioned  by  the  continuance 
of  that  indisposition  which  we  all  lament. 
To  his  wisdom  and  experience,  to  bis  judg- 
ment and  bis  learning,  to  his  ability  and 
eloquence,  I  had  looked  to  supply  those 
deBeiencies  of  mine,  which  I  fear  will  be 
but  too  apparent  before  I  conclude.  But 
although  urlKbrtunately  deprived  of  that 
assistance  which  the  talents  and  eloquence 
of  my  noble  friend  are  so  well  calculated 
to  afford,  1  have,  however,  the  great  con- 
solation to  communicate  to  your  lordships, 
that  1  feel  fully  fortified  in  my  own  opi- 
nion by  knowing  that  ft  completely  ac- 
cords with  his  declared  sentiments  ;  that 
I  have  the  satisfaction  of  being  sanctioned 
in  the  course  I  am  now  pursuing,  b)*  his 
high  authority ;  and  that  the  specific  mo- 
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tton  with  w)iich  I  shall  have  the  honour  of 
concluding,  both  in  the  principles  upon 
which  it  rests,  and  the  objects  to  which  it 
points,  has  his  sincere,  unqualified,  ex- 
pressed concurrence.  After  these  preli- 
minary  observations,  I  shall  now  proceed 
to  lay  before  your  lordships  in  detail  those 
most  important  matters  to  which  it  is  my 
duty  this  day  to  solicit  your  attention, 

lily  lords,  in  directing  oar  minds  to  the 
difficulties  under  which  the  country  at 
this  moment  labours,  we  are  in  the  first 
place  naturally  urged  to  advert  to  the 
amount  of  the  public  expenditure — an  ex- 
penditure which  has  been  carried  in  the 
course  of  the  (ast  seventeen  years  of  war 
from  a  sum  of  silcteen  to  no  less  than  eigh- 
ty-five millions  a  year.  Looking  to  taaa 
exorbitant  and  monstrous  increase— con* 
Sidering  the  appalling  taxation  necessary 
to  supply  such  an  expenditure,  and  the 
sources  from  which  the  supply  to  meet  it 
is  provided— considering  the  severe  and 
vexatious  means  by  which  that  supply  is 
collected — means  so  grievous  and  oppres- 
sive, that  they  are  at  this  moment  the  sub- 
ject of  universal  complaint— but  above  all, 
keepirig  fully  in  our  recolFection  the  awfol 
statement  made  by  those  most  intimately 
conversant  with  such  matters,  namely,  that 
in  this  country,  taxation  has  arrived  at  a 
height  beyond  which  it  could  not  well  be 
carried — that  it  has  been  extended  almost 
to  its  fullest  reach,  and  that  it  has  nearly 
attained  its  utmost  limits— looking,  I  say, 
my  lords,  at  these  combined  and  depress- 
ing difficulties,  we  aretiatttrally  led  to  the 
inference  that  what  the  country  stands 
most  in  need  of  is  repose.  It  cannot  be  a 
subject  of  astonishment,  tliat  after  seven- 
teen years  of  unremitting  sacrifices— dar- 
ing that  calamitous  petiod  of  protracted 
warfare,  (for  I  cannot  bring'  myself  to 
call  by  the  name  of  peace,  that  short  and 
feverish  pause,  which  continued  for  one 
year  after  the  treaty  of  Amiens)  it  cannot 
be  surprizing,  that  after  such  a  period  of 
sufferings  the  country  should  at  length 
find  itself  much  in  want  of  a  cessation  of 
hostilities.  But  I  fear,  my  lords,  th^t  by 
the  measures  \vhich  have  been  pursued, 
and  the  consequences  which  have  rejialied 
from  the  system  of  its  policy,  this  coantry 
has  been  brou&ht  into  a  situation  that 
does  not  allow  the  acqoisitton  of  that  re- 
lief to  depend '  upon  ourselves.  I  fear, 
that  from  the  causes  I  have  stated,  we  are 
reduced  to  the  dilemma,  either  that  the 
attempt  on  our  part,  to  open  the  door  to  a 
negociationj  would  not  condace  to  the  aU 
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taioment  of  our  object,  or  that  if  that  ob« 
ject  was  attainable,  it  woold  be  tinaccom* 
panied  with  those  essential  secoirities, 
which  alone  could  render  it  really  ^valu- 
able«  If  I  saw  in  the  conduct  of  nis  Ma- 
jesty's ministers  any  indisposition  to  aTiul 
theroseWes  of  such  opportunities  as  may 
present  themseWes  for  restoring  the  bless- 
ings of  peace — attended  with  those  pro- 
spects and  safeguards,  which  constitute 
the  true  character  of  peace— there  would 
be  no  man  more  forward  than  myself  to 
urge  the  adoption  of  a  better  policy.  But 
belieTing,  that  any  such  proposition  ori- 
ginating with  this  country,  would  be  view* 
ed  by  the  enemy  only  as  a  proof  of  our 
weakness  and  our  fesrs— -that  it  would 
tend  rather  to  remove  than  to  approxi* 
mate  the  great  object  itself;  and  having 
no  disposition  to  presume  any  unwilling- 
Tiess  in  his  Majesty's  ministers  to  avai] 
themselves  of  the  first  favourable  opening 
for  negociation,  although  1  roost  strongly 
feel  that  their  conduct  has  been  such,  as 
almost  to  remove  from  us  every  hope  of 
this  kind  ;  with  such  impressions,  it  can* 
not  be  necessary  to  urge  your  lordships  to 
interfere  upon  a  question'  which  does  not 
seem  likely  to  come  under  the  considera- 
tion of  the  government. 

My  lonls,  in  stating  to  this  House,  my 
view  of  the  difficulties  which,  under  the 
present  circumstances  of  the  world,  I  feel 
to  stand  between  us,  and  those  blessings 
which  would  result  from  the  cessation  of 
war,  I  am  aware  of  the  predicament  in 
which  1  am  placed.  I  can  have  no  wish 
to  indulge  an  irritating  language,  which 
by  exciting  feelings  of  reciprocal  acri- 
mony b*»tween  ui  and  our  en«*my,  might 
tend  to  fometit  the  spirit  of  hostility,  and 
still  fiarther  to  prolong  the  miseries  of  the 
contest.  But,  instructed  as  I  have  been 
in  the  moral  duties  of  <tociety,  and  edu- 
cated under  a  free  ffuvernuient,  I  hope  to 
be  allowed  credit  for  all  those  feelings, 
which  a  just  consideration  of  many  of  the 
•cu  of  the  extraordinary  person,  who 
•tands  at  the  head  of  the  French  govern- 
ment, must  necessarily  have  excited  ;  ^nd, 
though  so  many  remarkable  circumstances 
Attending  his  \stonishing  career,  have 
contributed  to  make  it,  at  least  as  to  mili- 
tary greatness,  unequalled  in  history,  yet 
I  can  never  consent  to  merge  in  the  splen- 
dour of  the  achievements  of  him  who  is 
now  the  master  not  only  of  France  but  of 
Europe,  all  recollection  of  the  means  by 
which  he  has  raised  himielf  to  the  unpa- 
rtiltled  eoiineoc^  oo  wfaicb  ba  now  s taods 


—means,  which  it  Is  iiripoisiblenoltote* 
ment  and  to  condemn.  No,  my  lords^ 
unrivalled  as  is  his  military  glory,  my  ad* 
miration  of  it  shall  never  be  ifimlged  al  - 
the  expence  Of  my  moral  feelings;  while* 
on  the  other  hand,  I  am  tenacious  of 
avoiding  any  coarse,  tending  to  encourage 
those  impulses  of  nature,  which  might  an* 
necessarily  embhter  and  prolong  th«coiw 
test  betHveen  this  country  and  France,  aiVcr 
so  many  ytKn  of  devastation  and  of  blood* 
But,  when  we  look  to  such  a  subject  aa 
this,  we  must  view  it  with  the  eyes  of 
statesmen.  We  must  take  into  oar  const* 
deration  the  circumstances  in  which  oor 
own  country  exists,  the  powen  we  poasesit 
and  compare  them  with  the  character^ 
disposition,  and  energies  of  the  naiion  to 
which  we  are  opposed.  Pursuing  such  m 
course,  it  is  impossible,  my  lords,  when  I 
consider  that  be  who  now  sits  esahiog 
Over  the  spoils  of  prostrate  Europe,  is 
checked  in  his  hopes  of  universal  domt* 
nion,  and  retarded  in  his  progress  to  H 
more  extended  despotism,  by  ilio  power, 
resistance,  and  resources  of  this  couhtry 
alone  ;  it  is,  I  say,  impossible  not  td  be- 
lieve him  impelled  by  ail  those  influences, 
which  sway  the  human  heart,  to  look  to 
the  overthrow  and  destruction  of  Great 
Britain,  as  his  fixed,  his  most  desirable 
object,  as  that  in  which  all  his  passions 
are  concentrated,  and  to  which  all  his  de- 
signs are  directed.  This  object  is  the 
sole  aim  of  his  policy ;  whether  in  war  or 
in  peace:  To  the  latter,  whenever  our 
enemy  ^may  incline  to  make  it,  we  must 
only  look,  as  to  a  period  during  which  he 
may  with  more  secority  pursue  bis  plana 
against  the  freedom,  independence  and 
exi^t«nce  of  this  country.  It  would  be 
folly  and  infatuation  for  us  to  act  under 
any  other  conviction,  or  with  any  other 
prospect.  Let  me  not,  however,  be  an- 
derstood  as  the  enemy  to<  peace ;  for 
peace,  substantial  peace,  when  it  can  be 
concluded. with  honour  and  with  safety, 
no  voice  shall  be  raised  hisherthan  mine. 
I  know  it  may  be  said  that  the  same 
arguments  which  I  have  advanced  against 
the  probability  of  peace  at  this  moment, 
would  also  apply  to  France  under  its  an- 
cient government,  inasmuch  as  the  like 
inveterate  hostility  prevailed  in  equal 
force  under  its  former  dynasty ;  and  that 
such 'objections  are  not  only  adverse  to 
peace,  at  one  particular  period,  but  tend 
to  support  the  eternal  duration  of  war. 
The  justice  of  the  latter  inference  I  muat 
disclaim ;   but,  admitting  thai  great  ao^ 
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novity  did  wiial  afainsl  tbi^  cotmtry, 
pid0r  iIm  qU  monarchy  of  Fraqca^   ad- 
mitioff.ibaik  ii  enterttdned    and  aotad 
apoo  imiUr  viewa  of  aggrandiaemefit  and 
domynQB,  I  call  upon  your  lordahips  to 
cowider   how   man^   circumBtancei   of 
change  in  the  relatiye  condition  of  the 
two  coontries  are  noir  lo  be  estimated; 
lo  contemplate  wha.t  a  Iremeodous  alte- 
ralion  has  taken  place,  if  not  in  the  dis* 
l^itions  of  the  French  gover^iinent,  yet 
flertaiiily  in  the  energies  of  its  people  and 
in  the  ^^tent  of  power>  to  bring  iboee 
energies  into  action.     France  is  now  sole 
snistress  of  the  cootineDt;  that  dominion 
fu  which  in  the  leign  of  Louis  14thj  she 
90  actirely  but  inefiectually   struggled, 
ahe  has  now  acquired.  The  independence 
0f  Europe  is  lost ;  the  balance  or  power  is 
itestrayed.     The  military  greatness  and 
character  of  Russia^  Austria  and  Prussia, 
•re  annihilated  ;  -  incapable  any  longer  to 
oppose,  they  hare  become  wholly  subser- 
yient  to  the  interests  and  wishes  of  France, 
whose  ruler,  at  the  head  of  a  nation  si- 
tuated the  best  of  all  continental  coun- 
tries for  ofien^ve  operations,  distributes  at 
Jiis  will  the  nations  of  Geimany  and  Italy 
40  recruit  his  numerous  armies,  at  the 
»me  time,  that  he  holds  at  his  disposal  the 
resoiVTcef  of  all  those  maritime  powers, 
who,  in  former  times,  had  even  disputed 
with  ourselves  the  empire  of  the  seas. 
Before  peace  can  arrive,  before  it  will  be 
possible  for  us  to  make  any  sober  esti- 
mate of  the  terms  upon  which  it  may  be 
Iossible  to  accepS  it,  I  much  fear  it  will 
ecomeoor  duty  to  contemplate  tlie  great 
nocession  of  power  and  resources,  which 
Trance  will  derive  £rom  her  subjugation 
•of  the  peninsula  of  Spain.     What  is  the 
infinrenoe  from  the  whole?    It  is  this; 
4hal,  looking  at  the.  situation  of  France,  at 
Ibe  extent  of  its  hostile  means ;  consider- 
ing tjie  ^rit  by  wkich  it  is^  directed,  the 
fiQwep  ie  has  obtained,  together  with  the 
Abaractcr  of  its  goTcmment,  its  ruler,  as  I 
belbre  stated,  not  at  the  head  of  France 
hat  of  £nrope ;  contemplating  all  these 
Ibinffs,  to  what  can  we  look  ?  To  nothing, 
nay  utfds,  caiculatnd  to  insure  nfety,  but 
4h!a  comriction  that  it  ia  upon  ourselves, 
and  ourselves  alone,  we  are  to  'depend. 
We  must  conduct  the  war  in  such  a  man- 
Ber  as  not  to  fear  a  failure  of  resources. 
We  muit  conduct  it  in  a  manner  which 
shall  leave  ns  nndnr  no  apprehension  for 
Ihn  result  of  diat  oTent,  against  which  we 
iMght  to  be  prepared  ;  I  mean,  that  inva- 
I,  flf  vhiclib  Q^tbw  tkn  ittkiiw  obUgih 


tionsof  treaties,  nor  the  servile  depend* 
ence  of  tributary  yassalage,  can  prevent 
the  attempt,  mw  incumbent,  then,  is  it 
on  u#,  my  lords,  to  adopt  that  wise  ays- 
tem  of  policy,  which  shall  enable  us  to 
support  the  most  protracted  warfare,  in 
order  to  secure  our  independence,  threat- 
ened by  the  war,  but  scarcely  it^  threat* 
ened  by  the  probable  dangers  of  peac^  it« 
self  1  And  what  [><4icy  better  calculated 
to  resist  the  most  fornudable  danger  with 
which  the  liberties  of  any  cotptry  were 
ever  menaced,  than  the  provident  syateui 
of  husbanding  our  resources  ?  This  ritat 
policy,  I  lament  to  sav,  has  not  been  pur* 
sued  by  the  present  advisers  of  the  crown ; 
this  ivrai  the  policy  once  so  reriled,  of  the 
administration  to  which  they  succs^ed  ; 
of  that  administration  whose  great  crime 
it  was  that  they  did  not,  during  the  single 
year  they  were  in  office,  redeem  tlie  coun« 
try  from  the  great  and  various  difficulties 
which  had  been  accumulating  under  the 
management  of  their  predecessors.  With 
the  existence  of  that  ministry  all  thos^ 
principles  of  prudent  government,  which 
regulated  their  conduct,  and  which  the 
course  of  events  rendered  imperative, 
ceased  to  be  respected.  The  country  was 
precipitated  into  a  system  directly  the  re- 
verse ;  a  system,  whose  first  fruits  we  are 
now  reaping  in  digress  and  in  dishonour, 
but  of  whose  ultimate  operation  no  human 
sa^city  can  foresee  the  extent  or  the 
mischiefs.  From  that  moment  commenced 
the  reign  of  vigour,  the  merits  of  whose 
policy  afe  to  be  traced  in  those  fatal  ex- 
peditions which  have  exhausted  the.  re^ 
sources  of  the  country,  and  covered  our 
national  character  with  disgrace.  The 
noble  earl  opposite  (lord  Liverpool)  on  a 
former  occasion,  observed  with  that  vague 
and  general  plirAtcology  which  he  de» 
lights  in,  that  this  comparative  questioo, 
on  the  merits  of  a  poUtieal  system,  was 
not  to  be  argiued  on  one  side  as  a  question 
of  economy,  or  on  the  other  as  one  of  ex- 
travagance ;  but  that  the  propriety  of  one 
or  tbe  other  must  be  determined  by  the 
circumstances  and  situation  of  the  coun- 
try ;  and  that  the  system  to  be  preforred, 
was  that  most  likely  to  bring  the  cmUeat 
in  which  the  country  is  involved,  to  a  suc- 
cessful termination.  Most  truly  that  is 
the  question,  and  I  cannot  hesitate  to  go 
to  issue  with  the  noble  earl  on  that  point* 
I  would  ask  him  to  state  whelfher,  after 
having  made  his  experinient,  after  havin|g 
puraoed  his  system  of  vigour*  be  finds  his 
progrma  acoeterated  to  that  wcceiaM 
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terfttiiittiorf^  I  ask  him  to  tcqoaiiit  your 
lordtfhips,  whether  that  object  hts  been 
ndTBCnced  by  his  expeditions,  so  unwisely 
planned  and  shamefully  condacledj»  so 
totally  defectire  in  every  thing,  with  re- 
spect to  place,  time,  and  cir^omstance,  that 
il  was  absolutely  impossible  they  could  lead 
to  any  other  result  than  has  attended 
them  i  a  resdlt  which  the  country  is  at  this 
liioment  bewailing  and  weeping  in  tears  of 
blocNf  ?  Had  hisMajesty'smmisters  given  to 
th«  state  ofEurope  that  consideration  which 
a  sound  and  salutary  poKcy  would  have 
recofntnend^d,  had  they  been  afiected  by 
ita  almost  total  subjection,  it  was  irapossi- 
ble  that  tiiey  should  not  be  convinced 
that  ail  the  probabilities  of  success  were 
m  contradiction  to  the  course  they  ven- 
tured to  pursne.  They  must  have  been 
struck  witn  the  fofly  and  the  ruin  of  em- 
barking in  military  operations  against 
France,  at  a  time,  when  there  was  no  power 
in  existence  to  give  them  an  effectual  co- 
operation. 

With  such  a  wide  field  before  me,  it  is 
however  not  my  intention,  my  lords,  to 
review  all  those  various  and  disastrous 
measures  which  have  exhausted  not  one 
only,  but  repeated  debates  in  tliis  House. 
But  as  I  have  not  avaited  myself  of  any 
former  opportnnit}',  when  the  question  of 
the  Spanish  campaign  was  discussed,  I 
cannot  help  referring  to  the  conduct  of 
the  ministers  in  the  proitecution  of  that 
wrar.  And  here,  1  beg  leave  to  assure 
your  lordships,  that  there  was  no  man  who 
Subscribed  more  absolutely  than  I  did  to 
the  feelings  of  the  noble  marquis  (Welles- 
Icy)  <irhicn  he  on  a  former  evening  so  elo- 
quently expressed,  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
ducing this  HouRC  to  persevere  in  its  sup- 
port to  Spain ;  the  hopes  of  no  man  were 
more  alive  to  that  great  cause  than  mine 
were  ;  no  one  was  more  mortified  by  the 
result.  But  I  cannot  concede  to  the  sen- 
timents of  the  noble  marquis,  the  inference 


there  were  other  considerations*  «f  a  h 
brilliant  and  enthoaiastic,  but  not  less 
cessary  and  commanding  nature,  whidk 
should  have  preceded  the  determinatioii 
of  patting  to  nasard  the  most  valuable  in* 
terests  of  the  country.  It  is  not,  my  lords^ 
with  natioQS  as  with  individuals.  Thos*' 
heroic  virtues,  which  shed  a  lustre  opoar 
indiridual  man,  mast  in  their  applicatioft 
to  the  conduct  of  nations  be  chasteaed  by 
reflections  of  a  more  cautious  and  calcu*. 
lattngcast.  That  generous  magAaniniitj' 
and  high-minded  disimerestedness,  proad 
distinctions  of  national  virtue,  (and  happy 
are  the  people  whom  Ihey  cbaracterie^  () 
which  when  exercised  at  the  risque  &I 
every  personal  interest.  In  the  praspecfrof 
every  danger,  at  the  sacriftct  even  of  liHi 
itself,  justly  immortalise  the  hero,  camiM 
and  ought  not  to  be  considered  jnstifiablli 
motives  of  political  action,  because  natioM 
cannot  affi>rd  to  ba  chivalrous  and  roman* 
1  tic.  Before  they  engaige  ill  aor  anterprie4 
which  is  to  be  supported  by  the  axertieodi 
and  the  energks  of  the  people,  it  is  thcr 
duty  of  the  government  to  see,  t^ni,  that 
theie  exist  the  means  of  rendering  them 
eflbctual ;  secondly,  that  there  is  a  sufli* 
cient  policy  to  warrant 'the  appKcation  of 
the  means;  and,  lastly,  that  there  ara 
grounds  of  probability  to  Induce  a  hope  of 
success.  It  is  only  by  an  attention  to  such 
preliminary  considerations  as  I  have  stated^ 
that  the  affiiirs  of  nations  can  be  prosper* 
ously  or  eten  safely  conducted.  It  is  b^ 
cause  of  the  entire  neglect  of  them,  that  I 
charge  his  Majest3r's  govortament  with 
improvidence,  and  attribute  to  them  all 
those  national  calamities  and  disgracfei 
which  are  the  natural  effects  of  such  inca<* 
pachy.  In  submitting  my  opioioDs  on 
the  Spanish  question  last  year,  I  then  con* 
tended,  as  my  noble  friend  also  did,  in 
opening  the  debate  upon  his  motion,  a  fiH^ 
days  ago,  that  before  we  emharhed  an 

^     , army  with  the  view  sf  assisting  the  war  iii 

which  his  declarations  assumed,  that  in  I  Spain,  we  should  have  felt  the  necessity  of 


order  to  warrant  this  country  to  embark 
h)  a  military  co-operation  with  Spain, 
nothing  more  was  necessary  than  to  shew 
that  her  cause  was  just.  In  my  mind,  my 
'^"v*'  ^^  passing  judgment  upon  such  a 
policy,  it  was  not  enough  that  the  attack 
of  France  upon  the  Spamsh  nation  was  un- 
principled, perfidious,  and  cruel;  that  the 
resistance  of  Spain  was  dictated  by  every 
orinciple,  and  sanctioned  by  every  motive 
nonourable  to  human  nature ;  that  it  made 
wery  &gltah  heart  bum  with  a  holy  zeal 
h>  lend  itsauistance  against  the  oppressor : 


ascertaining  whether  there  was  a  govern* 
men't  m  Spain,  capable  of  afibrding  sucB 
efficient  support  to  the  dispositions  of  tba 
people,  and  to  our  efforts  for  their  assisb> 
ance,  as  was  likely  to  bring  the  contest  to 
a  successful  termination.  It  was  incmn* 
bent  upon  us  to  be  informed  whether  iherft 
existed  resources  sufficient  to  supply  a 
British  army  with  those  necessary  provi* 
sioits,  without  which  no  military  operatioit 
could  have  been  expected  to  prove  sue* 
cessful.  We  should  have  duly  considered 
whether  we  ware  not  Kable  to  ha  hft  ifillb 
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I9  tbe  power  of  Buonaparte  Jenened  noce. 
we  engaged  in  that  warfare  ?  I^the  power 
of  France  reduced  below  what  it  was, 
when  this  couQtry  embarked  in  a  military 
co-operation  with  the  Spanish  people  ?  I 
much  fear,  my  lords,  that  the  contrary 
will  be  felt.  I  apprehend  that  the  power 
uf  our  enemy  and  the  dangers  ^hich  we 
dreaded,  have  since  oiaterially  increa^ed^S. 
while  we  have  to  meet  that  extended 
power  and  those  augmented  .,dimc^|Uesi 
with  impaired  resources  and  dimi^iufbai. 
strength.  If  this  be  a  true  statement  of 
tbe  facts,  (and  too  true  I  fear  it  is)  does  it 
not  fully  justify  me,  in  charging  bis  Ma«> 
jesty's  government  with  a. line  of  conduct 
contrary  to  that  which  a  true  policy 
pointed  out,  and  which  the  circumstances 
of  the  country  imperiously,  laid  down. 

Leaving  tbe  conduct  of  the  war,  respect* 
ing  which  much  more  might  be  said.  tbe. 
next  point  to  which  I  beg  the  attention  of 
ytur  lordships  is  the  policy  which  has 
been  observed  by  his  Majesty's  ministers, 
with  respect  to  those  few  powers,  who 
were  unconnected  with  France,  and  whom 
it  should  have  been  our  object  to  have, 
assisted  or  conciliated.  It  is  no t  my .  inten* 
tion  to  enter  upon  the  history  of  (heir  fatal 
attack  upon  the  honour  and  indepeadcQce 
of  Denmark ;  neither  am  I  inclined,,  to 
argue  now,  whether  that  kingdom  wpqld 
probably  have  fallen  under  the^controul 
of  France,  or  to  enquire  whether  tbat  event 
was  likely  to  be  prevented  by  bur  haying 
forfeited  all  character  of  national  justice. 
But  I  ever  shall  contend,  that  by  such  a 
forfeiture  of  our  moral  character  by  that 
act  of  atrocious  violence,  we  excited  the 
rancorous  hostility  of  that  power,  and 
created  an  enemy  much  more  formidable 
than  it  ever  could  have  become,  by  its 
unwilling  acquiescence  in  the  dictation  of 
France.  Sicily,  my  lords,  is  a^so  a  conneo* 
tion  upon  which  I  do  iiot  wish  to  dilate. 
Our  relations  with  that  power  are  of  con* 
siderable  delicacy ;  and  from  all  1  know 
of  the  policy  pursued  by  his  Majesty's 
government,  I  have  reason  to  think  it  has 
not  been  such  as  the  situation  of  affairs  re- 
quired, or  calculated  for  the  security  of 
that  country.  I  fear  it  is  left  in  a  situation 
of  danger,  from  which  if  a  diilcrent  system 
be  not  quickly  adopted,  it  will  be  impos- 
sible to  rescue  it ;  that  wiihout  such 
change,  in  defiance  of  our  maritime  supe- 
riority—notwithstanding our  military  and 
pecuniary  assistance,  by  which  we  hare 
hitherto  secured  the  independence  of  that 
country/  we  may  ,witb  a  lamentable  cer« 


PQttbe  required  sapporc,  by  being  treated 
as  principals  in  the  war;  aiid  whether,  in 
fact,  Spain  herself  was  not  destitute  of 
these  means,  without  which  no  war  can  be 
eanried  on.  Tbe  positive  disregard  of  all 
those  necessary  enquiries  so  discernible  in 
the  condect  of  his  Majesty's  ministers,  but 
which  men  of  sound  sense  would  have  con- 
sidered indispensable,  furnishes  additional 
Reasons  for  pronouncing  that  conduct  to 
be  highly  reprehensible.  Last  year  it  was 
Iblly  evident,  and  1  need  not  now  go  into 
any  detail  upon  the  subject,  that  before 
the  advance  of  sir 'John  Moore  and  his 
army  into  Spain*  his  Majesty's  ministers 
had  no  account  whatever  of  the  state  of 
tbat  country.  After  the  experience  of 
that  unfortunate  campaign,  what  but  the 
most  positive  proofs  of  the  probability  of 
saccess,  should  have  induced  them  to 
fisque  another  army  in  the  same  country,, 
in  the  prosecution  of  similar  operations  ? 
Yet,  without  any  proofs  whatever  to  jus- 
tify the  most  moderate  hopes  of  success* 
•—with  th^  history  of  their  recent  ei;pedi- 
tion  staring  them  in  the  face,  and  loudly 
forbidding  tbe  pursuiti  his  Majesty's  mi- 
nisters risqued  another  army  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  enormous  treasures,  and  the  sa- 
^ifice  of  ypur  best  blood,  only  to  purchase 
xnisfortQae,  calamity  and  disgrace  ! 
.  These,  my  lords,  are  the  grounds  of  my 
objection  to  the  policy  they  have  pursued . 
I  allege  it  as  a  matter  of  charge  aeainst 
them,  that  they  have  indulged  feelings, 
which  however  honourable,  when  consi- 
dered abstractedly,  ought  never  to  be  gra- 
liBed  at  tbe  expence  of  a  nation's  most 
?«luable  interests; — that  in  yielding  to 
the  influence  of  such  feelings,  they  have 
rashly  embarked  in  expeditions  the  most 
fatal  and  disastrous,  and  from  which  it  was 
impossible  to  anticipate  or  effect  any  ad- 
vantageous result  to  the  country ;— that 
they  nave  done  this  too,  in  contradiction 
to  that  husbanding  and  preserving  system 
Tendered  vitally  necessary  by  the  .exorbi- 
tant growth  of  our  expenditure ;  and  with- 
out a  strict  attention  to  which  it  is  impos- 
sible, my  lords,  to  hope  that  our  resources 
will  enable  us  to  meet  the  momentous  dan- 
gers with  which  the  country  is  threatened. 
Against  these  charges,  his  Majesty's  mi- 
nisters have  powerfully  grounded  their  de- 
fence upon  the  many  dangers  to  be  appre- 
liended  from  the  successful  subjugation  of 
^pain  by  France,  and  the  increased  power 
of  the  enemy  *wbich  roust  result  from  that 
event.  In  answer^  ask,  are  these  dan- 
gen  dii^ished  by  their  illgudged  policy  ? 
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laiiHy  p(»rt«nd  iti  fall  under  Hk  flw»y  tnd 
domkiioo  of  France.  Bat*  in  vcriewing 
ihtii  branch  of  otir  poliey*  I  am  most  anxi'< 
oua  io  direct  your  consideration  to  the  ni* 
ioation  of  anotber»  and  the  only  remaininc^ 
neutral  power,  with  which  the  re-estab« 
lialmient  of  the  relations  of  commerce  and 
anaity  ought  to  have  been  yoor  great  ob* 
j<ct;  I  mean  America.  My  complaint 
against  his  Majesty's  goremment  upon 
thia  point  is,  that  they  have  not  only  over* 
looked  all  that  ought  to  have  formed  the 
object  of  our  most  anxious  solicitude, 
namely,  a«  amicable  arrangement  with 
the  neutral  power,  whom  it  was  most  our 
interest  to  conciliate,  and  who  was  most 
capable  of  resisting  the  attacks  of  Prance ; 
hut  that  all  their  measures  have  had  the 
very  opposite  tendency.  It  is  impossible 
now  to  enter  at  large  upon  a  subject  that 
kad  occupied  not  only  many  debates  bat 
•Imoat  the  whole  of  a  former  session.  We 
who  were  opposed  to  the  system  pursued 
by  his  Majesty's  ministers,  contended  that 
is  would  be  productive ofmost serious  disad- 
vantages. We  predicted  its  rainous  conse- 
iquences  when  it  was  first  proposed,  and  the 
opinion  then  entertained  by  ua,  we  have 
since  found  no  reason  to  relinqnish.  We 
have  been  since  told,  that  the  trade  of  the 
coiintnr  has  not  snfiered  by  the  orders  in 
coancil,  or  at  least  not  in  the  proportion  and 
to  the  extent  that  we  anticipaled.  Can 
jiEa  Majesty's  ministers  state,  tout  our  trade 
liaa  been  supported  by  an  adherence  to 
Ahoae  orders  in  council  ?  Can  they  tell  el 
4hat  although  those  orders  were  carried 
into  tftie  lellest  and  most  active  execution, 
yet  the  disadvantages  attributed  to  them 
by  their  opponents  did  not  follow?  They 
wonld  not  be  justified  in  such  a  statement ; 
they  know  that  the  reason  of  our  trade 
not  being  injured  in  the  proportion  we  pre- 
dicted,  wasHecanse  his  Majesty's  govern - 
tnent  were  compelled  to  delpart  from  their 
own  system  ;  and  exactly  proportioned 
to  that  departure  was  the  diminotion  of  in* 
jury  to  the  eommerce  of  the  countrr,  and 
the  failure  of  the  predictions  dioded  to. 
Their  system  could  only  be  justified  upon 
4wo  grounds ;  citbfer  to  compel  the  enemy 
So  repeal  his  decrees  against  our  commerce, 
or  to  prevent  American  navigation  from 
engrossing  the  whole  of  oar  foreign  Eu- 
ropean trade.  With  regard  to  the  firit 
point,  I  now  may  be  allowed  to  recal  to 
your  lordships  recollection  the  arguments 
of  his  Ms|jcaty's  ministers,  when  they  ia- 
irodttced  their  extended  system.  «  That 
change,''  they  contended,  **  was  necessary 
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because  the  original  modified  order  of  the 
7  th  of  January,  issued  during  the  adminis.- 
tratinn  of  their  predecessors,  had  failed  iii 
its  efilect,  inasmuch  as  it  bad  not  compel 
led  the  French  rOler  to  repeal  his  decrees." 
-»I  ask  your  lordships  to  try  their  system 
by  the  same  criterion.  Has  the  ruler  of 
France,  even  under  it^  operation,  relaxed 
his  measures,  or  repealed  his  decrees  ? 
Has  he  shewn  any  disposition  to  do  so  f 
Have  you  not,  in  order  to  supply  the  wanta 
of  this  country,  in  articles  of  the  first  ne- 
cessity which  he  was  willing  to  afibrd, 
been  obliged  to  enter  into  a  species  of 
compromise,  by  which  he  suspended  the 
partial  operation  of  bis  decrees,  while  yea 
departed  from  the  letter  and  the  spirit  of 
your  ewn  orders  ?  With  respect  to  the 
navigation  of  America,  was  it  not  plain 
that  under  existing  chrcumstances,'  no  fo- 
reign European  trade  could  be  carried  oe^ 
except  under  a  flag  that  wis  neutral f 
The  only  neutral  power  tn  the  worid  was 
America.  In  this  view*  what  has  been  the 
result  .of  your  policy?  It  is  this,  that  your 
orders  la  council* nave  gone  directly  «b 
destroy  the  only  neutral  power,  not  ander 
the  dominion  of  your  enemy ;  and  the 
consequence  baa  been,  that  the  trade 
once  carried  on  to  yonr  advantage  by 
America,  and  with  which  yoo  eoeld  not 
dispense,  is  now  transferred  to  other  flaga 
belonging  to  European  powera»  completeqr 
enderthe  dominion  of  France,  and  wholly 
sohsenrient  to  the  wishes  and  interestaeC 
its  ruler*  Looking  to  the  conduce  of  that 
great  political  and  fmilitarr  {[enfios,  the 
effsct  aeema  to  corrsspond  with  a  deep 
laid  design.  Wo  aeem  to  have  given 
.  effect  to  his  object.  *  American  navigation 
cadd  not  be  dangerous  to  tfts.  It  was  im- 
possible for  him  to  avaH  himself  of  AmerU 
can  seamen  to  roan  the  fleets  of  France. 
Thev  might  indeed  -be  serviceable  to  us, 
by  their  employment  in  British  ships  under 
the  prospect  of  b^ng  likely  at  aome  f«i— 
tore  time  to  retom  to  their  coeatry.  Bat 
between  this  coontryaqd  America  thefo 
can  be* no  ground  for  apprehension  that 
the  aeamen  of  the  latter  could  ever  be. 
made^evmilable  to  the  objects  of  France. 
Between  us  and  them  the  only  question 
that  ceald  occur  is  one  of  commercial 
profit  and  loss ;  but  by  the  edect  of  ex« 
eluding  America,  we  nave  transferred  the 
trade  to  a  foreign  flag,  covering  the  trade 
and  navigation  by  the  subjects  of  foreign 
and  European  states,  completely  at  the 
will  and  disposal  of  Boonapart6  ;  estab- 
lisbiae  a  formidaUo  nursery  of  seamen  to 
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equip  his  navies  wheneter  he  may  feel  the 
necessity  of  carrying  such  a  speculatioa 
into  effect.  You  have  given  him  the  very 
thing  he  wanted,  when  he  talked  of  "  ships, 
colonies,  and  commerce/^  In  order,  my 
lords,  to  convince  you  of  the  extent  to 
which  this  evil  is  carried,  I  have  only  to  re- 

If 

fcr  you  to  the  returns  upon  this  subject  laid 
before  parliament.  By  these  papers  it  ap- 
pears that  in  the  year  1807,  there  were  en- 
gaged in  the  Europeantvade,  of  British  sea- 
men 42;5H7,  and  of  foreign  European  sea- 
men, 46, 132.  In  1809  thenumbersofBritish 
seamen  were  reduced  more  than  one  half, 
vie.  to   ]  9,000,  while  that  of  foreign  Eu- 
ropeans amounted  to  43,000.     We  then 
Fesocted  to  the  expedient  of  extending  li- 
cences, which  in  1 806  amounted  to  1,200, 
and  the  last  year  to  no  less  than  15,000, 
and  thus  we  gained  a  comparative  ex- 
tension of  trade ;  which  made  the  number 
of  British  seamen  employed  in  the  £u- 
lopean  trade  in  the  year  It^lO,  amount  to 
34,837,  while  that  of  foreign  European 
teamen  thus  engaged,  was  58,476.  It  must 
therefore  be  evident  to  your  lordships,  that 
the  operation  of  your  orders  in  council 
(notwithstanding    the  repiiehensible  ex- 
pedient of  granting  licenses)  has  prodaced 
the  diminution  from  the  year  1807  to  1810, 
of  the  number  of  yotir  own  seamen  em- 
ployed in  the   European  trade,  to  the 
amount  of  7,750,  while  in  the  same  period 
it  hat    increased  that  of  foreigners,  by 
i9,324.     How,  I  would  ask,  are  these  men 
omploytd  ?    They  are  employed  in  the 
navigation  of  the  seas  of  Europe,  in  the 
navigation  of  your  own  coasts,  in  conduct- 
ing innumerable  vessels  along  your  own 
shores.    It    is  this  description  of  force, 
that  like  panders  to  the  ambition  of  your 
enemy,  you  are  rearing  to  enable  him  more 
effectual  ly  to  consommate  his  plans  of  hos- 
tility against  your  country^ t  is  a  force, 
that  has  grown  in  the  same  proportion 
that  you  have  extended  your  visionary 
projeicts  in  mercantile  legislation,  and  its 
creation  is  the  gepuine  result  of  your  com- 
mercial war.     Thus  much  I  say-^-as  to 
the  effect  to  be  produced  upon  your  naval 
power ;  but  the  evil  does  not  stop  here. 
This  trade  is*  carried  on  by  licences ;  it 
has  consequently  fallen  under  the  direct 
contcoul  of  the  executive  government;  a 
ay  stem  inconsistent  with  the  true   prin- 
ciples of  a  free  government ;   for  what 
more  fatal  source  of  influeuce  can  be  con- 
ceived ?— A  system*  than  which  there  can 
be  nothing  more  adverse  to  the  free  spirit 
of  commercial  enterprize  ;  for  what  more 


dangerous  principle, — what  arrangement 
more  surely  fatal  to  trade  and  more  in*' 
veterately  hostile  to  its  whole  spirit,  than 
to  vest  in  the  government  of  the  time  a 
power  to  withhold  or  to  grant  the  power  of 
trafficking,— to  restrict,  or  to  extend,  ao* 
cording  to  its  pleasure  or  caprice,  or  ac- 
cording to  official  interests,  the  specula- 
tions and  the  adventures  of  your  mer- 
chants }  But  perhaps  I  may  be  told,  that 
in  the  distribution  there  lias  been  neither 
a  partial  permission  nor  improper  refusal. 
I  must  say  that  I  have  heard  of  instances 
which  induce  me  to  believe  the  contrary. 
But  I  want  no  such  Instances  to  excite  my 
most  serious  apprehensions— to  persuade 
me  that  the  practice  in  question  is  infi- 
nitely liable  to  the  worst  of  abases — to 
call  forth  my  most  strenuous  opposition  t^ 
such  a  system-M:onvinced  that  its  obvious 
tendency  is  to  undermine  and  subvert  tbosa 
principles,  upon  which  the  mercantile 
greatness  of  this  coantry,«the  pure  admi- 
nistration of  our  government,  and  the  sta* 
bility  and  security  of  the  British  constita- 
tion,  as  well  as  of  British  commerce  mamli^ 
stand.  I  do  therefore  protest  against  suck 
a  dangerous  power,  productive  as  it  has 
been  of  such  injurious  efiects,  and  calcu- 
lated to  produce  much  greater  evils,  being 
any  longer  vested  in  the  bands  of  his  Ma* 
jesty's  ministers. 

Much  more  might  be  said,  but  I  basteia 
to  other  subjects.  I  have,  my  lords^ 
stated  to  you  the  impolicy  and  improvi- 
dence of  his  Majesty's  government,  ia 
profusely  squandering  the  blood  and  re» 
sources  of  the  country,  not  only  without 
^vantage,  but  with  no  otiier  acqnisitioa 
than  national  calamity  and  disgrace.  la 
my  view  of  their  policy  with  foreign 
powers,  I  felt  occasion  to  advert  to  the 
opportunities  they  have  neglected,  and  the 
mischiefs  they  have  prodaced.  Proceeds 
ing  to  a  consideration  of  their  domestic 
policy,  I  lamenf  to  say  there  is  no  caose 
for  approbation,  although  one  would  have 
supposed  that  having  by  their  failures  and 
disgraces  added  so  largely  to  the  extraor- 
dinary expenditure  of  the  country,  they 
would,  at  least,  have  devised  some  sys- 
tematic arrangement  of  finance  to  pro- 
vide for  the  increased  exp^nce.  We  had 
a  debate  on  this  subject  the  other  night, 
when  two  of  my  noble  friends  near  me 
(lords  Lauderdale  and  Lansdowne)  urged 
with  their  usual  ability  and  informatioa 
the  impolicy  and  improvidence  of  the 
systemof  finance,  (if  system  it  could  be 
called)  adopted  by  his  J^lajesty's  ministers. 


J40] 


PARL.  DEBATES,  Junk  15,  IBlO.'^State  of  the  NatUm. 


[550 


7h«y  pointed  oiit»  by  a  reference  to  the 
last  three  yetn,  the  prkctical  iUostrations 
of  that  tmprdvident  expenditare,  which 
htts  exceeded  by  between  eight-  and  ten 
nnillion9  annually,  the  untted  scale  of  ex- 
pcnce  of  the  last  administration — that  ad- 
ministration which  was  so  reviled  by  their 
political  adversaries  for  a  sordid  economy, 
destructive,  as  they  alleged,  to  the  cha- 
racter of  the  country,  and  little  consistent, 
it  was  said,  with  its  permanent  prosperity. 
Yet  his  Majesty's  ministers  never  thought 
it  necessary  to  take  one  single  step  to  pro- 
-vide  for  the  excess  created  by  their  own 
siismanaged  operations.  This  has  been 
met  by  temporary  expedients — expedients 
aa  little  suited  to  the  permanent  pros- 
perity of  the  country,  as  the  expenditure 
Uaelf  was  adapted  to  the  state  of  its  re- 
sources. In  the  year  1 807,  the  first  year 
of  their  administration,  the  minister  who 
bad  the  care  of  the  finances,  carried  into 
effect  the  financial  arrangements  of  his 
predecessor  *so  far  as  it  served  his  pur- 
pose ;  that  is,  he  charged  the  interest  of 
12  millions  upon  the  war  taxes,  without 
adopting  the  other  remedial  parts  of  the 
system  of  my  noble  friend.  In  the  fol- 
lowing year,  J  806,  we  find  the  resources 
raised  by  a  variety  of  means.  The  com- 
mittee of  finance  procured  for  them  from 
the  bank,  an  advance  without  interest  of 
3,500,000/.  by  which  the  loan  wanted  for 
the  year  was  reduced  to  8,000,000/.  and 
the  charge  for  interest,  sinking  fund  and 
maaagement  amounted  to  729,000/.  To 
meet,  this  charge,  the  chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  availed  himself  of  the  follow- 
ing means : 

From  the  Bank,  as  a  reduction    ^ 
from  what  they  had  previ- 
ously received  for  the  ma- 
nagement  of   the    natiopal 

debt £.  65,000 

Annuities  charged  on  the  con- 
solidated fund,  which  had 
iallen.in,  amounting  to 575,000 

In  all  £.  440,000 
There  then  remained  of  the  provision  for 
.the  year  to  be  raised  by  new  taxes, 
289,000(.  for  which  he  provided  by  the 
very  tiovel  and  ingenious  expedient  of  an 
increased  per  centage  on  the  assessed 
taxes,  and  increasing  the  stamp  duties  to 
the  amount  of  290 fiSu.  In  1 809  he  de- 
frayed the  charges  of  the  year  by  once 
more,  but  to  an  unheard-ef  amount,  break- 
ing in  upon  the  war  taxes,  having  made 
ihon  snswsrable  for  the  interest  and  sink- 


ing fond  on  the  loans,  amoonting  to 
1,040,000/.  This  was  an  enormous  de- 
parture from  the  system  adopted  and  per- 
severed in  with  so  much  difficulty,  of 
raising  taxes  within  the  year  to  meet  the 
annual  expencss,  and  of  reducing,  as  much 
as  possible,  the  amount  of- the  annual  loans* 
In  the  preset  year,  4810,  the  interest  on 
the  loan,  amounting  to  970,000/.  has  beea 
charged  on  the  consolidated  fund,  without 
any  new  pi^ovision  whatever  being  made 
to  meet  it.  This  the  Chancellor  of  the 
£xchequer  has  attempted  to  justify  on  the 
grounds  of  the  great  produce  of  the  stamp 
duties  imposed  in  the  year  1808,  beyond 
the  sum  for  which  they  were  then  taken. 
Such  a  principle  has  never  before  been 
acted  upon,  although,  in  point  of  fact,  a 
similar  increase  of  produce  has  often  oc- 
curred without  any  one  instance  of  such 
an  application  as  the  present,  since  the 
consolidated  fund  was  established  in  178€» 
And,  my  lords,  the  strong  and  unanswer- 
able objection  which  a  right  hon.  friend  of 
mine  made  to  such  an  application,  is,  that 
the  public  creditor  has  a  right  to  the  whole 
security,  because  the  interest  of  all  stock 
created  by  any  loan,  being  charged  upon 
the  consolidated  fund  generally,  the  sur- 
plus of  any  one  duty  should  go  to  make  up 
the  deficiency  of  another.  For  instance, 
on  the  5th  of  January  1810,  when  the 
taxes  imposed  in  1808  gave  a  surplus,  the 
taxes  imposed  in  1805  and  J  806*  leave  a 
deficiency ;  or,  taking  the  statement  with 
the  whole  of  the  charge,  for  the  present 
year  included,  it  will  stand  thus,  vis. 
Charge    on  the  consolidated 

fund  for  seven  years,  ending 

5th  of  January,  IKIO. «£.  7,258,45(1 

Produce   of  taxes   raised   to 

meet  the  same.., 8,545,729 

Surplus  overcharged  on  the  7 

years ^ 1,2S7,279 

Deduct  the  charge  of  this  year, 

as  provision  made  for  tlie 

new  loan , ,«•        970,009 


There  will  remain  a  surplus  of 

no  more  than 317,279 

Is  this  a  wise  system  for  his  Majesty's 
government  to  act  upon,  in.  their  financial 
arrangements?  Ou^t  they  to  depend 
upon  the  produce  of  a  year  of  much  ex- 
iraordinary  revenue,  not  calculated  opoa 
by  the -chancellor  of  the  exchequer  him- 
self to  be  permanent?  Indeed  ihe  arrears 
of  the  aiisessed  taxes  alone,  collected  this 
year,  amounted  to  above  500^000/.  What 
have  they  ts  expect^  whea  in  a  future  year 
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inch  tempcmiry  smireas  of  supply  fail>  but 
that  we  moftt  experience  a  deficiency-  in 
the  means  to  pmvide  for  Ibe  eitpenditiire  ? 
Is  not  tliis  a  justifiable  cause  for  ihe  inter- 
ference of  your  lordtthips?  Is  it  not  a  suf- 
ficieot  motive  to  inqilil^   ftiU^  into  tbe 
state  of  your  resources;  and  vigilantly  to 
guard  against  measures  having  sucb  a  di- 
rect tendency  as  I  have  described  ?   Mv 
lords,  I  say  it  is  impossible  to  expect  ul- 
timate safety,  unless  tbe  resources  of  this 
country  are  rescued  from  sucb  impro- 
vidence and  mismanagement     I  entreat 
you  then  seriously  to  look  into  the  conse- 
quences of  the  present  wasteful  expedients, 
and  to  consider  what  under  tbe  present 
circumsiances  of  tbe  world  you  would 
huve  to  provide  for,  even  in  a  year  of  peace. 
The  funds  which  go  to  meet  ybur  peace 
establishment,  consist  of  the  surplus  of  the 
consolidated  fund*  added  to  the  annual 
duties^  formerly  celled  the  land  and  malt 
taxes.    Taking;  the  surplus  of  the  consoli- 
dated fund  at  ILve  millions,  and  the  annual 
duties  at  three,  those,  with  the  lottery, 
constitute  the  whole  fund  to  meet  your, 
peace  establishment.    Now  it  has  been 
estimated  by  those  best  able  to  form  a 
judgment    upon   the    subject,    that    the 
establishment   upon  a  peace  could  not 
he    less    than    fifteen   millions,    and  as 
your  proper  funds  would  not  afibrd  more 
than  8,500,000/.  your  means  would  be 
less  than  your  expenditure,  by  at  least 
6,500^000/. ;  and  for  this  large  deficiency 
you  would  have  to  provide  by  an  addition 
to  your  permanent  taxes.     lAy  lords,  tak- 
ing this  view  of  the  subject,  is  it  not  an  ad- 
ditional reason  for  calling  upon  your  iord- 
■bips  to  give  some  check  to  ministers  per- 
severing in  such  a  destructive  course? 
Does  it  not'  become  necessary  to  take  a 
Yiew  of  tbe  difficuHies  in  which  they  have 
.  placed  the  country,  and  to  compel  those 
entrusted  with  the  administration  of  pub- 
lic aiTairs  to  determine  upon  some  perma- 
nent system- of  tinanceicalculatied  to  avoid 
«ny  anticipation   of  our   remaining  re- 
sources, without  making  prdvision  for  dif- 
ficulties actuolly  foreseen  ? 

The  next  subject  to  wbicb  I  Would  call 
youk*  lordships'  attention,  is  one  n^  vield- 
•mg  iR  importance  to  any  of  tbe  former 
-points  to  which  I  have  adverted.    It  is  to 
the  present  state  of  your  circulation.    I 
^aft  one  of  thai  committea  which  was  ap- 
pointed on  the  ^oppage  of  the  Bank ;  I 
can  give  it  no  other  name.    Although  a 
member  of  that  committee  which  recom- 
immded  what  was  tailed  a  restriction  on 


tha  Bank,  with  tegard  to  iu  payment  ua 
specie,  I  certainly  diifered  firom  tfa»  mm 
jority  on  that  subject.    I  did  concenrev 
notwithstanding  tbe  great  stress  laid  upeia 
the  difficulty  of  the  situation  in  whicb  the 
bank  was  placeil,  that  it  would  bo  more 
advisable  to  dubmit  to  any  extremiey^ 
rather  than  proceed  to  the  adoption  of  m 
measure,  so  novel  in  this  great  commercia  I 
country,  and  so  utterly  irreconcileable  with- 
all  the  maxims  and  habits  of  the  people. 
Tbe  committee  were,  however,  of  adi^ 
fereot  opinion,  and  their  proposition  vras 
sanctioned  by  a  resolution  of  the  Hooae 
of  Commons.    Upon  that  occasion  1  ar** 
gued  against  the  expediency  of  sucb  a  mea- 
sure, to  meet  tbe  evil  of  that  day.     I  did 
express  my  fears,  that  the  peraiciooa  el^ 
iects  of  that  proposition  would  be,  to  ex* 
tend  the  circulation  of  oaper  so  far,  tliat 
its  depreciation  would  follow,  and  with  It 
the  great  and  numerous  difficnltiea  con- 
necteid  with  tbe  remedy  of  such  an  evil. 
My  apprehensions  have  been  unhappily 
realized ;  the  evil  I  dreaded  baa  actually 
arrived ;  and  yet  not  a  sin^e  step  has  been 
taken  by  biA.Majesty'a  government,  upon  a 
question  involving  euch  delicate  and  mo- 
mentous interests.     If  at  the  time  tbe  rt* 
strtction  was  originally  adopted,  any  ona 
had'  talked  of  its  continuance,  for  three  of 
even  two  years,  the  supposition  would  hare 
been  considered  extravagance  itself;  tha 
very  mention  of  the  thought  woald  have 
alarmed  the  whole  country  ;  but  what  ia 
the  fact?    It*  has  now  continued  for  15 
years,  and  though  within  that  interval 
there  was  one  year  of  peace,  yet  up  to  the 
present  period  nothing  has  been  done  by 
ministers,  towards  any  arrangement,  cat 
culated  to  put  an  end  to  a  system  of  cir- 
culation, which  was  at  first  only  introduced 
on  the  ground  4hat  it  was  not  intended  to 
be  permanent.    It  is  true,  that  the  quea- 
tion  has  been  taken  up  in  tbe  other  lioose 
of  Parliament,  and  from  the  talents,  and 
research  ol  a  learned  friend  of  mine,  witb 
whom  tbe  measure  of  appointing  that  com- 
mittee originated,  I  entertain  hopes  of  de- 
riving mudi  valuable  infNination  upon 
the  subject ;  still  I  ask  your  lordships  to 
con9rder  whether  the  sutject  is  net  of  soch 
sufficient,  such  pressing  importance,  to  de- 
mand yottr  immediate  inteiference.    Tha 
incotiveufence  resulting  from  year  depre- 
ciated paper  circulation  is  uiiiversally  iblt. 
It  has  been  felt  in  the  rates  of  exchange 
with  foreign  countries,  in  the  great  increase 
in  the  price  of  buHion,  and  I  have  tbe  an- 
.  thority  af  his  Majesty'*  mimaietB  for  aa^ 
•V 
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seitiag,  thtt  it  htt  been  grieYoosly  feH,  in 
cooduclHig  the  operatteni  of  war.  Those 
operations*  my  kirdSy  nvhich  the  Tery  in- 
trodaclion  of  thii  restriction  act  (snort* 
sighted  poller)  wat  intended  to  assist  and 
to  facilitate*  haTe  been  by  this  very  mea* 
sine*  as  IS  confessed  by  his  Majesty's 
Itovemment*  crippled  and  confounded. 
This  ia  a  subject  to  which  the  considera- 
tion of  parliament  ooght  to  be  speedily 
sttid  seriously  directed.  What  the  soitable 
remedies  are*  it  is  not  so  easy  to  divine 
but  I  have  no  hesitation  in  stating  my 
opinion  that  yon  ooght  now*  without  delay, 
to  provide  the  means  of  brining  back 
the  bank*  within  rach  time  as  it  may  be 
done  without  great  inconvenience*  or  dan- 
ger to  the  country*  to  that  system  which 
ia  alone  consistent  with  a  free  circulation* 
suid  without  which  trade  cannot  be  sap^ 
ported«*I  mean  the  system  of  paying  iu 
notes  on  demand  In  cash* 

Oonnecled  with  our  domestic  sitoatkm 
t^re  are  many  other  points  of  considerable 
iniportance.^-There  is  one  subject  in  par* 
ttcalar*  which  has  been  recently  brought 
wilder  the  consideration  of  this  House; 
the  decision  of  pariiament  vrith  respect  to 
which  I  cannot  leo  deeplv  deplore  :*»I 
need  hardly  say*  that  I  allude  to  the  ques* 
tion  upon  the  petition  of  the  Roman  Ca^ 
ehollcs.  I  will  not  enlarge  upon  Uie  merits 
of  a  question*  wbieh  has  so  lately  been 
discussed*  but  1  ever  shall  contend*  that  if 
you  vfould  preserve  this  country  from  the 
many  dangers  which  sornmnd  it— if  you 
vrottld  secure  it  from  the  meditated  attack 
with  which  it  is  menaced*  the  sure  and 
salutary  means  of  arriving  at  so  desirable 
an  end*  are  by  conciliation,  and  by  placing 
%  just  conftdence  in  every  description  of 
she  king's  subjects;  by  uniting  the  hearts 
and  hands  of  all  classes  of  the  people,  in 
Che  defence  of  their  common  country. 

The  noble  marquis  in  the  blue  ribband, 
(lord  Wellesley)  when  exhoitlng  your 
lordships  on  a  former  debate*  to  persevere 
in  the  prosecution  of  the  war  in  Pbrtogal 
and  Spain*  dwelt  lately  on  the  danger 
that  wookl  threaten  thucooBtry*  and  upon 
the  facilities  aSorded  to  the  esiemy  in  his 
designs  of  invasion  if  France  should  effect 
the  conquest  of  that  peniisrala.  But  he 
particularly  cwtieated  jfour  lordships  to 
cottMmplate  what  might  be  the  situation 
of  Ireland  under  such  a  slate  of  things.  I 
also  entreat  him  and  you,  my  lords,  to  be* 
Blow  your  most  serious  attention  upon  the 
elate  of  Ireland*  not  indeed  with  the  view 
«f  coolinal&g  yoor  'anries  ia  Spain  and 


Portugal ;  but  fur  the  purpose  of  strength- 
ening yo*ur  most  exposed  and  raou  vol* 
nerable  points  at  home.  It  is  true*  I  fear, 
that  France  will  possess*  and,  shortly  too^ 
a  point,  from  which  the  most  formidable 
attack  may  be  dhrected  against  the  shoree 
of  Ireland.  Let  as  then,  my  lords*  before 
it  be  too  late,  provide  for  it  that  best  secu« 
rity,that  chief  defence,  more  impregnable 
than  fortifications  and  navies.«-*l  meaitf 
the  cordial  attachment  and  combined 
energies  of  its  whole  people.  Of  y6or 
successful  resistance  to  the  attempts  of 
your  enemy,  there  would  then,  indeed*  bo 
little  ground  for  doubt  or  apprehension. 
With  this  persussien,  I  do  confidently 
hope  that  notwithstanding  the  recent  de- 
cision* this  great  question  will  yet.  be 
taken  up  by  your  lordships.  I  am  indeed 
far  from  thinking  that  what  it  called  Ca* 
tholic  emancipation*  would  be  alone  suf« 
ficient  to  eradicate  the  many  political 
evils  engendered  during  six  hundred  yeetv 
of  unvarying  misgovemment..  Would  to 
God  that  a  single  act  of  Parliament  could 
possess  that  power*  and  at  once  remove 
from  Ireland  all  grounds  of  complaint,  and 
all  pretexts  of  disafiection  !  But  though 
ether  measures  besides  concession  to  the 
Catholics,  are  necessary  to  the  ameliora* 
tion  and  prosperity  of  the  Irish  people, 
let  that  be  tne  first  and  preliminary  step 
in  your  progress  to  conciliation  ;  make  it 
the  point  from  which  you  take  your  de« 
partore,  to  accomplish  the  great  work  of 
nealfng  the  divisioiiB  of  the  empire  ;  and 
firom  which,  believe  me,  you  will  proceed 
with  feelings  of  renovated  hope  and  re* 
cruited  strength.  Thefi  will  it  be  fully  in 
your  power  to  apply  your  consideration 
to  other  circumstances  of  domestic  po- 
licy, such  as  the  amelioration  of  the  tythe 
system,  the  diffusion  of  education,  mea* 
sures  of  which  that  country  stands  much 
in  need.  By  adopting  such  a  line  of  po- 
licy, you  would  make  Ireland,  now  the 
source  of  your  alarm,  and  object  of  your 
anxiety,  not  only  adequate  to  its  own  de- 
fence against  every  attack,  but  acttially 
competent  to  furnish  the  means  of  sup- 
porting  the  war,  in  whatever  quarter  the 
exigency  of  affairs  might  render  your  in- 
creased exertions  necessary. 

In  tbedischarge  of  my  public  dofy,^  I 
have  this  night*  my  lords*  arraigned  his 
Majesty's  ministers,  for  pursuing  a  line  of 
conduct  respecting  the  operations  of  the 
war,  and  the  external  difficulties  we  expe- 
rience, wholly  the  reverse  of  that  which 
the  situation  of  this  country  and  the  cir- 
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cumstances  of  the  worltl  rendered  abso- 
lutely neoessary.  Not  less  widely  difTer- 
ent  from  true  wisdpm  and  sound  policy 
bas  been  their  marked  inattention  to  the 
just  complaints  of  the  people  ;  their  in- 
difference to  the  public  solicitude,  for  a 
timely  and  salutary  reform,  not  merely  in 
matters  of  expenditure,  bat  of  those  abuses 
in  our  political  system  which  the  lapse  of 
time  and  the  inroads  of  corruption  have 
produced. 

I  hare  stated  to  your  lordships,  the 
amount  of  expence  incurred  only  in  your 
financial  measures,  and  undoubtedly  it  is 
by  bringing  these  great  branches  of  the 
public  service  within  such  limits  as  are 
consistent  with  the  public  safety,  that 
any  great  saving  can  be  expected.  In  the 
present  situation  of  this  country,  much 
may  indeed  be  done  by  the  suppression 
of  useless  unnecessary  offices,  by  the  limi* 
lation  of  great  lucrative  ones,  where  no 
duty  is  performed  by  the  person  in  posses- 
sion, but  of  course  I  speak  not  of  interfer- 
ing with  offices  conferred  for  services  pre- 
Tiously  rendered.  Much  remains  and 
ought  to  be  done  both  to  satisfy  the  pub- 
lic, and  to  guard  the  government  from  the 
pernicious  effects  of  an  influence  which 
IS  too  rapidly  spreading  abroad.  It  is  not 
to  be  denied  that  considerable  savings 
may  be  made  without  inconvenience  to 
the  public  ;  although  I  caii  by  no  means 
encouragethe  prevalent  delusion,  that  any 
Tery  great  alleyiation  of  the  public  bur- 
thens would  follow  the  extinction  of  such 
offices  ;  but  what  can  be  done  with  pro- 
priety ought  to  be  done  without  delay.  I 
am  anxious  to  be  foirly  understood  upon 
this  subject.  I  am  not  one  of  those  who 
will  flatter  the  people  by  asserting  that 
every  office  of  this  kind  ought  to  be  swept 
away  and  wholly  destroyed.  -  I  am  pre- 
pared to  admit  that  the  whole  amount  of 
savings  from  this  quarter,  as  compared 
4vith  the  national  expence,  would  not  be 
considerable.  I  am  ready  to  go  further, 
and  admit  the  necessity  and  policy  of 
some  such  fund,  existing  to  reward  great 
and  meritorious  public  services  ?  and  that 
the  right  of  distributing  its  fruits  should 
be  solely  vested  in  the  crown.  What 
would  be  the  effect  of  a  contrary  policy  ? 
I  am  really  ashamed  to  trespass  upon  your 
lordships'  attention,  by  further  enlarging 
on  a  topic  so  well  understood  by  this 
House  ;  but  from  what  we  are  daily  in  the 
habit  of  hearing  on  this  subject,  I  am  de- 
sirous of  speaking  out  plainly.  Can  it,  I 
ask,  be  useful  or  odyantag^us  to  tbe  pub- 


lic ;  can  it  be  an  economy  consistent  with 
tbe  due  administration  of  the  government, 
which  by  confining  all  the  necessary  bu- 
siness ot  the  state  to  persons  of  large  in- 
dependent private  fortunes,— persons  from 
the  nature  and  habits  of  mankind  not  to  be 
supposed  always  the  best  qualified  to  dis- 
charge such  great  and  various  duties,-— 
woyld  exclude  from*  office  and  merited 
emolument,  men  of  the  most  transcendant 
endowments,  with  integrity  and  abilities 
peculiarly  suited  to  promote  the  interest 
and  perpetuate  the  glory  of  their  country  t 
Select  the  proudest  periods  of  your  history, 
when  the  character  of  this  country,  in 
arms  and  in  policy,  appeared  most  con- 
spicuous, and  you  will  find  that  the  most 
distinguished  persons  in  the  direction  of 
its  concerns,  were  men,  who  by  the  ex- 
ercise of  their  splendid  talents,  had  risen 
from  comparative  obscurity  in  life  to  the 
most  elevated  situations;  combining  tbe 
honour  and  prosperity  of  the  country  with 
their  own  individual  exaltation.  Nor,  in* 
deed,  have  the  people  ever  looked  with 
disapprobation  or  with  envy  at  the  rewards 
or  successes  of  such  illustrious  characters. 
Who  that  viewed  the  manors  and  domains 
of  Burleigh,  ever  beheld  with  unpleasing 
recollections  that  monument  of  national 
gratitude,  to  that  best  of  ministers  in  the 
most  glorious  of  reigns !  If  the  crown 
should  be  deprived  of  the  power  to  re« 
ward  great  and  eminent  public  service  ; 
if  the  most  brilliant  and  efficient  talents, 
the  most  honourable  ambition  were  thus 
exiled  from  the  administration  of  public 
aflairs,  to  whose  hands  would  the  important 
trusts  and  best  interests  of  the  country  be 
committed  ?  Either  to  persons  of  large 
private  fortunes,  not  always  the  best  qua- 
lified to  superintend  them,  or  to  greedy 
and  profligate  adventurers,  ready  to  re- 
munerate themselves  by  their  exactions, 
and  their  frauds,  for  the  deprivation  of  that 
fund  now  constituted  to  reward  great  and 
meritorious  claims.  This  proposition  it  is 
impossible  to  controvert ;  a  contrary 
system  would  neither  be  dictated  by  jus* 
tice,  polic}^,  nor  even  by  common '  sense. 
It  would  expose  the  country  to  the  ridi- 
cule of  the  world.  But  at  tne  same  time, 
my  lords,  that  I  feel  the  absolute  neces- 
sity of  preserving  such  a  fund  at  the  dis* 
|)osal  of  the  crown,  I  am.  also  most  anxious 
that  it  should  be  limited  in  its  amount 
and  regulated  in  its  object ;  that  it  should 
be  guarded  by  wholesome  restrictions  from 
misapplication  and  abuse  ;  but  above  all, 
that  any  obnoxioui  instance  of  its  being 
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mUappUedf  where  the  abuse  was  flagrant, 
and  consequent  diacontent  propagated, 
•hoold  be  immediately  visited  with  con- 
dign censure.  The  interests  and  feelings 
of  the  public  require  this  course;  and 
though  I  am  the  last  man  disposed  to  so- 
licit your  lordships  to  yield  to  any  unrea- 
sonable clamour  abroad,  yet  under  the 
pressure  of  their  burthens,  and  with  the 
sacrifices  which  the  people  are  called 
upon  to  make,  I  consider  it  the  duty  of 
your  lordships  to  spare  their  feelings,  and 
consult  their  ease  in  those  respects,  as  well 
as  in  larger  and  more  important  8avinp;s. 
An  economy  of  this  kind  will  produce  the 
most  advantageous  effects  ;  it  will  tend  to 
allay  that  disposition  to  complaint  which 
is  so  generally  gone  abrosd.  In  that  point 
of  view  alone  ita  benefits  would  be  incalcul- 
able. 

There  is  connected  with  this  subject 
another  to  which  I  wish  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  your  lordships.  I  am  not  disposed 
to  go  the  length  of  those  fanciful  theorists, 
respecting  all  the  evils  which  they  pre- 
tend to  discover  in  the  practice  of  the 
Sovemment,  or  to  deny  the  legitimate  in- 
oence  of  the  crown  to  a  certain  extent. 
I  would  state,  however,  that  it  should  be 
limited  within  due  bounds,  in  order  to 
produce  the  advantages  to  be  derived  from 
its  beneficial  exercise.  Those  certain  and 
necessary  limits,  it  is  my  firm  persuasion 
the  influence  of  the  government  has,  of 
late  years,  very  considerably  exceeded. 
We  recently  bad  a  discussion  upon  the 
subject  of  reversions,  when  it  was  con- 
tended by  a  noble  viscount,  upon  the 
authority  of  a  pamphlet,  written  by  a 
member  of  the  other  House,  that  such 
influence  had  not  increased.  The  opi- 
nion I  then  resisted,  and  my  subsequent 
reflections  have  confirmed  me  in  the  pro- 
priety of  the  opposition.  I  am  most  un- 
willing to  trouble  you  with  the  details; 
but  is  it  possible  to  imagine  or  contend, 
that  with  an  annual  expenditure,  increased 
from  sixteen  millions  to  eighty-five  mil- 
lions^-witb  such  immense  public  esta- 
blishments, both  at  home  and  abroad,  em- 
ploying so  much  labour,  and  exerting  so 
much  patronage, — that  with  the  extension 
of  your  power  and  dominion  in  India, 
from  recent  territorial  acquisitions,  and  of 
colonial  possessions  in  every  part  of  the 
globe,  there  has  not  also  been  created  a 
oorrssponding  influence,  by  your  increase 
of  civil,  naval,  and  military  servants; 
when  in  addition  to  all  these  you  consider 
the  vast  number  of  personsj  in  conse- 


quence  of  your  augmented  expenditure, 
employed  in  the  necessary  labours  of 
collecting  the  revenues,  is  it,  I  say,  pos- 
sible,  that  under  all  these  combined  cir« 
cumstances,  men  can  be  found  who  not 
only  deny  the  increase  of  this  influence  to 
an  excess  heretofore  unknown,  but  actu* 
ally  to  assert  that  it  has  not  at  all  increas- 
ed ?  Firmly  believing  that  it  has  io^reased^ 
not  only  beyond  all  bounds,  but  beyond 
all  calculation,  I  maintain  that  in  addition 
to  other  motives  of  economy,  where  a  re- 
duction can  be  fairly  made,  it  ought  to  be 
made,  as  well  to  secure  the  other  branches 
of  the  constitution  against  such  an  over- 
grown power  in  the  executive,  as  to  g^ve 
satisfaction  to  the  agitated  feelings  of  the 
people.  Upon  all  these  grounds  it  is  that 
I  wish  the  wisdom  and  vigilance  of  pariia^ 
ment  to  be  directed  to  the  promotion  of 
an  economical  system  in  our  financial  ar» 
rangements,  and  to  the  diminution  of  an 
influence  which  has  exceeded  its  legiti- 
mate limits,  in  a  manner  most  dangerous 
to  the  liberties  of  the  people.  In  recom« 
mending  the  reformation  which  I  ibel  it 
incumbent  upon  parliament  to  carry  into 
effect,  it  is  my  particular  object  to  have  it 
taken  up  on  a  systematic  view  of  the  8ub« 
ject.  And  here  I  have  to  lament  that  his 
Majesty's  ministers  have  not  themselves 
seen  the  necessity  of  recommending  such 
objects  to  the  consideration  of  your  lord^ 
ships,— that  they,  whose  first  duty  it  was, 
have  not  formed  s  system  suited  to  the 
exigencies  of  the  times.  But  in  this,  as  in 
every  other  instance,  we  see  exhibited 
that  fatal  policy,  that  blind  and  criminal 
infatuation,  which  has  not  only  neglected 
every  practicable  remedy  to  relieve  the 
people  from  unnecessary  expence  and 
galling  irritation,  by  reducing  large  and 
insulting  emoluments,  but  which  has  in- 
duced his  Majesty's  government  to  resist 
and  spurn  every  propoaitiop  of  redress,' 
and  uniformly  to  defend  and  to  encourage 
every  species  of  abuse.  Not  satisfied 
even  with  this  reprehensible  course,  but  at. 
if  with  the  intention  of  exasperating  the 
irritated  mind  of  the  public,  almost  re- 
duced to  despair,  offices  of  this  descrip-' 
tion  have  been  bestowed  not  only  where 
no  claims  of  public  service  justified  the 
gifit,  but  at  the  moment  when  the  very 
object  of  ministerial  favour  was  the  sub- 
ject of  great  jealousy  and  of  general  ani- 
madversion with  the  people.  It  is  unne» 
cessary  to  allude  more  particularly  to  the 
person  I  mean,  for  I  am  sure  your  lord- 
ships will  agree  with  me,  that  he  had  no 
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claim  upon  the  gratitude  of  his  couutry 
wbicU  his  public  services  could  justify. 
Indeed*  if  he  possessed  any  claim  on  thai 
score,  it  was  for  (hat  sort  of  service  which 
constitutes  the  strongest  objection  to  the 
existence  of  such  offices — ^I  mean  services 
performed  in  parliament.  Here  as  in 
every  other  part  of  their  conduct,  his  Ma- 
^esty^s  ministers  continued  by  their  errors 
and  their  crimes  to  disgust  the  feelings  of 
the  country,  and  to  make  it  the  duty  of 
your  lordships  to  pronounce  their  con- 
demnation. 

Having  stated  thus  much,  I  am  prepared 
to  go  further.  I  have  hitherto  spoks  of 
financial  reform,  and  the  reduction  of 
needless  offices :  in  mv  judgment,  your 
lordships'  duty  does  not  stop  here*  You 
are,  my  lords,  in  the  situation  wherein  it 
is  incumbent  upon  us  to  look  into  these 
defects,  which,  baying  arisen  through 
time,  have  injured  the  vame  and  corrupt- 
ed the  practice  of  our  constitution,  and  to 
tpply  to  the  abuse  such  remedy  as  can 
be  effected  by  a  gradual,  temperate  and 
judicious  reform,  suited  to  the  nature  of 
the  evil,  the  character  of  the  gOTemment, 
and  the  principles  of  the  constitution.  I 
would  not  have  Tentored  to  make  this 
avowal  to  vour  lordships,  withoot  much 
prerious  thought,  and  the  most  deliberate 
circumspection*  The  question  of  reform 
has  lon|;  engaged  my  most  serious  con- 
templation. At  an  early  period  of  my 
life,  I  certainly  took  up  strong  opinions 
upon  this  subject,  and  pursued  them  with 
all  that  eager  hope  and  sanguine  expecta- 
tion, so  natural  to  the  ardour  of  youth.  I 
will  not  say  that  there  may  not  have  arisen 
aome  difference  between  my  present  sen- 
timents and  former  Impressions;  sUll  I 
beg  leave  to  assure  your  lordships,  that 
the  general  opinions  I  then  formed,  I  have 
jiot  in  my  maturer  age  seen  cause  to 
change,  and  that  whatever  distinction  ex- 
ists between  my  early  and  my  present 
"views  of  reform,  on  its  great  grounds  that 
question  has  not  been  abandoned  by  me. 
That  a  degree  of  difference  exists  between 
iny  present  and  former  impressions  is  what 
I  freely  acknowledge;  he,  indeed,  must 
have  either  been  prematurely  wise,  or 
must  have  learned  little  by  experience, 
who,  after  a  lapse  of  twenty  years,  can 
look  upon  a  subject  of  this  nature,  in  all 
respects,  precisely  in  the  same  light.  But 
though  I  am  disposed  aoivriy  and  cauti- 
ously to  estimate  the  principles  of  the 
constitution-chough,  perhaps,  I  do  not 
see  in  the  same  high  colouring  the  extent 


of  the  evil  sought  to  be  redressed ;  and  am 
more  doubtful  as  to  the  strength  and  cer- 
tainty of  the  remedy  recommended  to  be 
a|5plied ;  still  after  as  serious  and  dispas* 
sionate  a  consideration  as  I  can  give,  to 
what  I  believe  the  most  important  Ques- 
tion that  can  employ  your  lordship*  at<> 
tention,  it  is  my  conscientious  opinioa  that 
much  good  would  result  from  the  adoption 
of  the  salutary  principle  of  reform  gradu- 
ally applied  to  the  correction  of  those  ex- 
isting abuses,  to  which  the  progress'  of 
time  must  have  unavoidably  given  birth  y 
taking  especial  care  that  the  measures  of 
reform  to  be  pursued  should  be  masked 
out  by  the  constitution  itself,  and  in  no 
case  exceed  its  wholesome  limits.  With 
respect  to  any  specific  proposition  of  re- 
form of  the  other  House  ot  Parliameni,  I 
know  not  how  to  speak  of  it,  fearful  lesl 
even  in  introdncinff  the  topic,  I  should 
transgress  the  bounds  of  that  respect  doa 
to  an  integral  branch  of  the  legislature, 
and  most  particularly  as  the  propriety  cif 
any  proposition  of  this  nature  must  rest 
upon  the  acknowledged  imperfections  of 
that  branch,  together  with  the  abuses 
which  have  rendered  it  less  stroogasa 
barrier  for  the  people,  against  the  en«> 
croachments  of  power«  But  as  nothing 
can  be  done  on  this  subject  without  the 
concurrence  of  all  the  branches  of  the  le- 
gislature; and  as  that  which  affiscts  one 
branch  concerns  us  all— as  the  question 
itself  is  of  the  highest  importance  to  the 
nation  at  large,  it  is,  my  lords,  ^  parti- 
cular consequence  even  to  so  bumble  an 
individual  as  myself,  that  my  opinion  on 
this  subject  should  not  be  misrepresented* 
I  therefore  am  ready  to  declare  my  deter« 
minatioD  to  abide  by  the  sentiments  I 
have  before  expressed;  and  that  I  am 
now,  as  I  was  formerly,  the  advocate  of  a 
temperate,  gradual,  judicious  cerreciion  of 
those  defects  which  time  has  introduced, 
and  of  those  abuses  in  the  constitution  of 
the  other  House  of  Parliament,  which  give 
most  scandal  to  the  public,  at  the  same 
time  that  they  furnish  designing  men  with 
a  pretext  for  inflaming  the  minds  of  the 
multitude,  only  to  mislead  them  from 
their  true  interest.  To  such  a  system  I 
am  a  decided  friend— wherever  it  shall  be 
brought  forward,  from  me  it  shall  receive 
an  anxious  and  sinc^e  support.  But  as  I 
never  have,  so  1  never  will  rest  my  ideas 
of  salutary  reform  on  the  grounds  of  the- 
oretic perfection.  While  I  sbsU  ever  be 
ready  lo  correct  by  the  fixed  principles 
of  the  constitution,  an  admitted  inconve* 
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ffiience  where  that  incoDTenicAce  is  prac- 
tically fclt>  I  continue  to  disapprove  of 
all  those  general  and  vague  spetulations 
in  which  some  men  woutd  wish  to  engage. 

It  was  an  objection  formerly  urged,  and 
which  has  of  late  by  certain  persons  been 
revived  against  matiy  of  the  best  parts  of 
oor  constitution,  and  particnlarTy  against 
the  powers  and  privileged  of  the  respec- 
tive branches  of  the  legi<dature,  (hat  they 
are  not  to  be  fbond  enacted  in  any  statute, 
or  created  by  any  written  document;  but 
what  such  persons  advance  as  an  objection 
to  the  practice  of  the  constitution,  I  have 
ever  considered  as  one  of  itti  greatest  per- 
fectiotis.  To  this  convtciton  I  have  been 
led,  by  all  that  I  have  learned  from  the 
highest  authorities,  aothorities  alas!  with 
'Whose  presence  and  instruction  we  shall 
no  more  be  enlightened ;  bat  whose  ta- 
lents, wisdom,  and  constitutional  learning, 
we  all  acknowledge  and  revere.  It  is  the 
lolly  and  presumption  of  the  present  day 
to  adopt  a  contrary  doctrine-^to  decry 
every  thing  that  is  not  defined  by  statute 
—to  deny  all  authority  to  any  u<age  grow- 
ing out  of  the  principles  ot  the  constitu- 
tion, if  it  happens  not  to  be  expressly  sup- 
ported by  written  law.  Nor  is  it  now  for 
the  first  time  that  such  dangerous  errors 
have  been  propagated  in  this  country  by 
mischievous  or  misguided  men ;  similar 
objections  were  once  before  urged,  though 
f^om  other  quarters,  against  the  powers  of 
parliament,  and  led  in  their  turn  to  the 
triamph  of  persons,  who  weve  equally 
enemies  of  all  powers  and  privileges^ 
in  whichever  branch  of  the  legislature 
they  might  be  vested — ^persons  whose 
objections  are  of  a  truly  radical  na- 
ture, and  go  against  the  existence  of  all 
authority  and  contronl  whatever,  except 
that  which  their  own  hands  bave  usurped. 
I  need  not  renriod  your  lordships  that 
theae  political  heresies  plunged  the  coun- 
try into  universal  anarchy,  and  had  welt 
nigh  subjected  it  for  ever  to  an  arbitrary 
government.  Happily  by  its  own  inhe- 
tent  powers  the  consti'tation  recovered  it- 
aelf,  and  gradually  eatabffshed  and  as- 
signed to  its  various  branches,  rights  pe* 
collar  to  each  but  necessary  to  the  preser- 
vation of  all,  whWb  in  the  harmony  and 
eo«>operation  of  all  its  powers,  have  been 
found  to  give  the  best  practical  effect  to 
its  principles,  and  to  lead  directly  to  that 
system  of  cffident  government  best  adapt- 
ed to  the  spirit  and  happiness  of  a  free 
people,  it,  my  ldrdf,*any  consideration 
DMre  than  another  coald  confirm  mr  in 
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the  validity  of  thfe  docttine;  it  would  be 
the  concurrent  opinion  of  that  great 
statesman,  by  whom  it  is  the  pride  ot  my 
life  to  have  been  ins' meted  and  informed 
in  the  eaYlj^  part  of  my  political  career,  I 
mean  Mr.  Fox,  whose  views  respecting  re- 
form I  had  frequent  opportunities  of  as- 
certaining in  the  course  of  many  debates  ; 
and  than  whom  there  never  existed  one 
who  more  fully  understood  the  principles 
or  more  aflSsctionately  appreciated  the 
blessings  of  the  venerable  constitution 
ynder  which  he  lived.  If,  in  his  political 
creed,  there  was  one  article  which  beheld 
more  stedfastly  thHh  another,  it  was  that 
while  a  system  was  practically  good  he 
would  always  abstain  firom  mending  it  by 
theories.  And  never,  my  lords,  can  I 
forget  his  powerful  observations,  when  in 
bis  place  in  parliament,  he  stated  his  con- 
viction of  the  absolute  'impossibility  of 
providing  for  all  the  variety  of  human 
events,  by  any  previous  speculative  plans :  • 
For^  said  he,  I  think,  that  if  a  number  of 
the  wirest,  abl^t,  and  most  virtuous  men 
that'  ever  adorrfed  and  improved  human 
lifei  were  collected  together  and  seated 
round  a  table  (o  devise  d  prior i,  a  consti- 
tution for  a  state,  it  is  my  persuasion,  that 
notwithstanding  all  their  ability  and  vir- 
tue, they  would  not  succeed  in  adapting 
a  system  to  the  purposes  required,  but 
must  necessarily  leave  ic  to  be  fitted  by 
great  alterations  in  the  practice,  and  maiiy 
deviations  from  the  original  design.  And 
this  opinion  he  was  wont  to  illustrate  by 
the  familiar  but  apt  example  of  building  a 
house,  which,  notwithstanding  all  the  study 
and  consideratibn  previously  bestowed 
upon  the  plan,  was  never  yet  known  to 
supply  every  want  or  to  provide  all  the 
accommodations  which  in  the  subsequent 
occupation  of  it  were  found  to  be  neces- 
sary. Nay,  he  used  to  remark,  that  how- 
ever fine  to  look  at  a  regular  paper  plan 
might  l)e,  no  house  was  so  commodious 
and  so  habitable  as  one  which  was  built 
from  time  to  time,  piece-itieal,  and  without 
any  regular  design.  To  those  principles  of 
practical  reform,  so  wisely  enforced  by 
that  great  statesmian,  I  am  determined  to 
adhere ;  and  the  acquiescence  of  your 
lordships,  it  is  my  duty  also  to  solicit  ; 
again  repeating  that  the  remedy  I  seek, 
shall  be  limited  by  the  existing  defects, 
&hall  be  marked  by  the  constitution  it- 
self, and  not  launch  out  into  any  extrava- 
gance of  theory,  which  even  appearances 
may  recommend. 

My  lords,  this  is  no  new  opinion  of 
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mine^;  for  if  your  lordships  will  be  pleas- 
ed to  lend  your  attention  to  nny  statement 
respecting  so  humble  an  individual  as  my- 
self, I  think  it  is  in  my  power  to  prove  to 
your  satisfaction,  that  none  other  was  ever 
entertained  by  me.  It  is  necessary  that  I 
should  go  so  i^ir  back  as  the  year  1792,  a 
period  when  such  opinions  were  made  the 
subject' of  more  political  heat  and  conten- 
tion than  at  any  subsequent  time.  At 
that  period  a  society  wi»  formed  to  pro- 
mote the  cause  of  parliamentary  reform, 
under  the  denomination  of  the  Friends  of 
the  People  ;  and  of  this  society  I  had  the 
honour  to  be  a  member.  At  that  time  the 
friends  of  tlie  people  both  coHectively  and 
individdally  were  exposed  to  much  mis- 
representation. We  were  subjected  then, 
as  it  is  my  fate  now,  to  have  our  motives 
^  and  our  conduct  made  the  objects  of  great 
and  unmerited  oblbquy.  We  were  then 
held  up  to  obloquy  by  the  same  descrip* 
tioD  of  persons,  who  now  describe  as  as  no 
sincere  friends  to  reform,  no  real  advo- 
cates for  the  rights  of  the  people,  because 
wa.were  not  prepared  to  support,  what 
was  then  as  it  is  now  called,  and  most 
falsely  called,  a  radical  reform.  These 
charges  were  communicated  to  the  world 
in  two  declarations,  pablished  by  a  society 
formed  at  the  same  time,  for  the  purpose 
of  promoting  constitutional  information. 
In  consequence  of  these  charges,  and  in 
answer  to  some  letters  addressed  to  us  by 
individuals,  one  of  which  was  from  major 
Curtwright,  who  took  the  same  part  then 

?t8  he  does  now,  and  I  believe,  conscien* 
iously,  we  felt  it  necessary  to  make  a 
public  declaration  of  the  principles  upon 
which  we  associated,  and  of  the  constitu- 
tional objects  to  which  our  exertions  were 
directed.  It  was  signed  by  my  noble 
friend  near  me,  (the  duke  of  Bedford) 
then  lord  John  Russell,  and  with  your 
lordships  permission,  I  will  now  proceed 
to  read  it. 

"May  12;  1792.  We  profess  not  to 
^'  entertain  a  wiah  '  that  the  great  plans 
^  of  public  benefit  which  Mr.  Paine  has 
**  so  powerfully  recommended,  should  be 
^  carried  into  effect  ;*  nor  to  amuse  our 
''  fellow  citizens  with  the  magnificent 
^  promise  of  obtaining  for  them  '  the 
"  rights  of  the  people  in  their  full  ex- 
*'  tent,'  the  indefinite  language  of  delu- 
sion, which,  by  opening  unbounded 
prospects  of  political  adventure,  tends  to 
destroy  that  public  opinion,  which  is 
''  the  support  of  all  true  governments, 
^  and  to  excite  a  spirit  of  inowratioii,  of 
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<'  which  no  wisdonT  can  foresee  the  efiect« 

"  no  skill  divert   the  course.    We   view 

''  man  as  he  is,  the  creSture  of  habit  as 

"  well  as  of  reason.     We  think  it  there- 

'*  foreourboundenduty  to  propose  no  ex- 

"  treme  changes,  which,  however    «pe- 

**  cious  in  theory,  can  never  be  accom* 

'^  plished  without  violence  to  the  settled 

**  opinions  of    mankind,    nor  attempted 

<'  without  endangering  some  of  the  most 

*'  inestimable  advantages  we  enjoy.     We 

"  are  convinced  that  the  people   bear  a 

**  fixed  attachment  to  the  happy  form  of 

**  our  government,  and    to  the  genuine 

''  principles  of  our  constitution;  these  we 

**  cherisn  as  the  objects  of  such  attention* 

'*  not  from  any  implicit  reverence  or  ha* 

'*  bitual  superstition,    but  as  institutions 

**  best  calculated  to  produce  the  happiness 

''of  man  in  civil  society ;  and  it  u  he* 

'*  cause  we  are  convinced  that  abuses  ara 

**  undermining  and  corrupting  them  that 

'*  we  have  atsociiled  for  the  preserration 

^  of  those  principles.    We  wish  to  i^eform 

''  the  constitntioo  beoanae  we  wish  to  pre* 

"  serve  it" 

[We  eonclode  by  declining  all  fbrthar 
interoonrse  in  theee  words.] 

**  We  mart  beg  leave  to  decline  all  fii- 
'« tore  inlarcoiine  with  a  society  whose 
«'  views  and  objects,  as  far  as  we  can  col- 
''  lect  them  from  the  various  resolntioas 
''  and  proceedings  which  have  been  puh- 
'*  lishe4«  we  cannot  kelp  regardinjg  as  ir* 
*'  reconcilcable  with  toose  real  interests 
<'  on  which  we  profess  to  inform  and  en* 
"  lighten  the  people/'  ^ 

Tliese  were  my  opinions  in  1799 ;  and 
I  at  this  hour  continue  to  maintain  them. 
These  were  the  opinions  arraigned  by  a 
description  of  persons  with  whom  I  then 
disclaimed  all  intercourse.  They  are  tha- 
opinions  now  censured  and  misrepresented 
by  the  verv  same  men,  with  whom  I  still 
disclaim  all  intercourse  or  association.  I 
do  not  impute  motives  to  any  of  them, 
although  I  feel  how  uncharitably  they 
have  attributed  my  conduct  to  motives 
of  the  worst  description  \  I  accuse  no  man 
of  bad  intentions,  although  one  should  bo 
disposed  from  recent  exposures,  and  from 
the  shameful  conspiracies  which  every 
day  is  bringing  to  light,  to  think  that 
some  of  those  most  active  in  vilifying  the 
conduct  of  others,  have  U^emselves  vio- 
lated all  those  principles  of  honour  and 
moralitVt  which  constitute  the  only'  sure 
basis  of  social  life.  Many  of  them,  I  sin- 
cerely believe,  are  actuated  by  no  im^iro- 
per  or  un^rortby  motives,  however  ttey 
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may  have  been  impoied  aponand  misled; 
aome  1  cannot  altogether  acquit.      The 
path  they  are  treading  is  dangerous  in  the 
extreme^  and  demands  the  most  vigilant 
caution  to  prevent  it  from  leading  to  k 
fatal  termination.     Whenever  this  great 
question  shall  be  taken  up  by  the  people 
of  this  country  seriously,  and  affectionate* 
ly — (for»  notwithstanding  all   we  every 
day.  hear,  I  doubt  mocn  whether  there 
exists  a  very  general  disposition  in  favour 
cf  this  measure,)  there  will  then  be  a  fair 
prospect  of  accomplishing  it,  in  a  jnan- 
ner  consistent  with  the  security  of  the 
constitution.     But  until  the  country  shall 
have  expressed  its  opinion  upon  this  sub* 
Ject»  the  examples  of  the  other  nations  of 
JEurope  should  deter  us  from  any  preci* 
pitate  attempt  to  hurry  on  to  prema* 
tare  or  violent  operation,  a  measure  on 
which  the  best  interests  of  the  nation  so 
essentially  depend.     F'or  myself,  I  beg 
leave  to  repeat,  that  when, I  feel  it  my 
duty  to  give  my  support  to  it,  it  is  on  those 
principles  which  I  have  before  laid  down ; 
those  principles  depend  on  practical  vieWs, 
which  have  been  approved  by  all  the 
great  and   honest  men,  who  have  been 
heretofore    favourable    to    the    measure 
of  a    temperate    reform.     The    reform 
that  they  wished,  and  which    alqne   I 
will  support,  is  that  which  amends,  not 
that  which   would   subvert,  the  consti- 
tution.   P?he  change  which  I  desire  to  see 
effected  by  temperate  and  constitutional 
means,  is  one  which  has  for  iu«  object  the 
restoration  not  the  ruin  of  the  government 
When  I  act,  my  lords,  in  this  cause,  it  will 
be  in  opposition  to  men,  who  under  the 
pretext  of  reform,  would  drive  us  into 
wild  extravagant  theories,  wholly  incon- 
sistent with  the  fundamental  principles  of 
our  system.    1  have  dwelt  thus  long  upon 
the  subject,  from  my  full  conviction  that 
to  the  success  of  a  temperate  reform,  no 
impedimeot  is  calculated  to  have  a  more 
hostile  influence  than  the  attempt  to  force 
a  reform  by  public  clamour.     WelWould 
It  be  if  government  directing  its  views  to 
the  indispensable  necessity  of  restoring 
the  decayed  energies  of  the  constitution, 
should  take  up  this  great  question  with  all 
that    sound   and  statesmanlike    caution, 
which  it  demands,  and  by  moderate  dis- 
cussion, and  seasonable  relief,  assuage  the 
dlKontent  which  an  opposite  line  of  con- 
duct has  created  in  the  public  mind,  and 
which  I  am  afraid  at  this  moment  too  se- 
nerally  prevails.     In  prooortion  as  tnis 
question  has  been  agitates  by  the  public. 


I  have  been  extremely  desirous,  that  my 
opinions  ott  it  should  be  fully  known ;  be- 
lieving, as  I  sincerely  do,  that  they  are 
the  only  principles  upon  which  reform  can. 
be  effected,  without  endangering  the  con- 
stitution. 

If,  my  lords,  my  anxiety  to  be  fully  un- 
derstood upon  the  question  of  reform  was 
mat,  it  is  not  less  so,  upon  another,  af- 
fecting the  privileges  or  both  Houses  of 
Parliament,  and  which  is  now  so  much 
the  ground  of  popular  agitation.  I  trust, 
my  lords,  that  I  shall  not  be  supposed  ca- 
pable of  doing  any  thing  so  improper,  as 
to  enter  into  the  particular  consideration 
of  9  question  now  depending  for  decision 
in  another  place ;  more  particularly  as  it 
may  eventually  be  submitted  to  the  final 
judgment  of  your  lordships.  My  only  ob- 
ject in  adverting  tb  the  subject  generally 
is,  to  meet  and  to  correct  those  pernicious 
errors  which  are  industriously  propagated 
out  of  doors,  respecting  the  privileges  of 
parliament.  Those  privileges  must  de* 
penld  on  their  evident  utility  and  the  in- 
dispensable necessity  of  their  existence. 
If  they  are  not  founded'  upon  those  two 
principles,  their  exercise  is  unjust  as  wril 
as  inexpedient,  and  they  ought  not  lo 
exist.  But  one  instance  of  abuse  cann«»t 
warrant  the  inference  that  they  are  gene- 
rally injurious  and  unfit  to  be  supported 
consistently  with  the  constitution  and  the  li- 
berties of  the  people.  I  contend,  on  the. 
other  hand,  that  they  rest  upon  Uieir  known 
utility,  upon  their  being  necessary  for 
preserving  that  freedom  of  discussion  and 
power  of  inquiry,  without  which  parlia- 
ment would  be  incapacitated  from  dis- 
charging its  most  important  functions.  It 
is  on  this  broad  principle  that  I  form  my 
judgment ;  and  if  like  the  common  law, 
that  invaluable  source  of  all  the  peopled 
blessings,  it  has  its  foundation  m  long 
usage,  my  opinion  is  strengthened,  and 
my  argument  rendered  invincible.  All 
that  is  necessary  for  parliament  is  the 
power  to  protect  themselves  'in  the  free 
uncontrouled  discharge  of  their  public 
duties :  so  far  then  as  privileges  are  eueu* 
tial  to  that  end,  they  must  possess  then^ 
but  no  farther.  They  must  have  the 
power  to  prevent  obstructions,  to  protect 
themselves  from  insult,  and  to  enforee 
their  decisions,  should  any  resistance  be 
made  to  tl^eir  authorityi  Deprived  of 
such  power,  what  security  has  parliamenlj 
what  security  has  the  people  for  that  just 
and  unp^jud  icedd  iscoBsion,for  that  freedom 
of  deliberatioOf  and  for  those  ministerial 
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fuRctions  on  which,  above  all  other  privi- 
leges,  our  iiio>t  valaable  rights  depend  ? 
"Whatever  privileges  are  requisite  for  those 
purposes,  parliament  ex  vtcasitau  rei  must 
possess,  or  it  must  altogether  cease  to  be 
that  which  the  constitution  intended.  And 
though  such  powers  should  be  carried  to  . 
the  extent  of  imprisoning  persons  guilty 
of  a  contempt  of  its  authority,  it  must  still 
be  remembered,  that  it  is  exercised  for  the 
protection  of  the  people,  and  the  mainte- 
nance of  public  liberty.  Against  what 
obsiructioiis,  1  ask,  is  it  thai  the  privi- 
leges of  parliament  are  intended  to  pro* 
vide  ?  Is  it  not  against  the  influence  of  the 
crown  ?  Certainly,  my  lords  ;  and  there 
is  no  man  who  would  go  furthers  than  1 
virould,  in  opposition  to  an  unjustifiable 
exercise  of  that  influence.  Buti  is  it  not 
possible  for  other  persons  to  excite  against 
parliament  a  popular  indignation  equally 
fatal  to  that  uncontrouled  discussion  whith 
constitutes  its  essence  ?  If  its  deliberations 
may  be  interrupted  by  popular  insult  and 
commotion,  as  well  a^  by  royal  encroach- 
inent;  if  its  decisions  can  be  made  the 
subject  of  the  most  degrading  calumnies, 
and  wide  extended  slanders,  is  not  the 
civhtm  ardor  prav'a  jubmiium  as  necessary 
to  be  resisted,  as  the  unconstitutional  in* 
vasion  of  the  crown  upon  its  freedom?  In 
cither  c:^se,  I  contend,  parliament  must  pos- 
sess a  power  commensurate  to  the  evil, 
be  exercised  internally  and  separately  by 
either  House,  without  recurring  to  any  other 
branch  of  the  legislature.  This,  my  lords, 
%>atthe  doctrine  of  our  ancestors.  This 
doctrine  is  the  source  from  whence  have 
sprung  the  numerous  civil  blessings  which 
the  people  of  this  country  beyond  all 
other  I'lations  of  the  world  enjoy.  It  is 
.  the  doctrine  which  the  best  and  ablest 
statesmen  have  uniformly  held,  since  the 
Revolufion.  It  is  a  doctrine  wliich  I  have 
at  all  times  maintained,  and  to  which,  I 
trust,  1  shall  invariably  adhere.  I  think 
it  w>ll  be  readily  conceded  to  me  that  the 
Revolution  saved  this  country  from  the  in- 
tolerable scourge  of  arbitrary  power. 
Whoever  reflects  upon  the  events  of  that 
glorious ^aera,  and  upon  the  conduct  of  the 

§reat  mefl  to  whose  exertions  we  are  in- 
ebted  for  its  success,  a  success  which  se- 
cored  to  its  all  our  liberties,  all  oar  en- 
joyments, must  be  convinced  that  if  the 
legislature  had  not  then  eitercised  those 
powers,  new  so  thoughtlessly  Questioned, 
we  should  not  at  this  day  have  b«d  to  de- 
bate in  a  House  of  Parliament,  about  the 
extent  of  our  privileges,  oi  the  rights  of 


I  the  people  as  connected  with  them.  But 
ev&n  in  the  present  times,  when  it  has  be- 
come so  much  the  fashion  to  vilify  and  de» 
fume  all  public  men,  this  doctrine  has  been 
sanctioned  by  high  and  eminent  aatbori* 
ties.  That  great  statesman,  Mr.  Fox, 
than  whom  there  never  lived  a  more  stre* 
nuous  and  sincere  asserter  of  the  people'si 
rights— a  more  irreconcilable,  a  more 
bitter  enemy  of  every  species  of  oppres- 
sion ;  whose  Knowledge  of  theconstiiotion, 
and  of  constitutional  law  cannot  be  dis- 
puted, nay  has  not  been  questioned  even 
by  those  ignorant  demagogues  who  res- 
pect no  man  ;  he,  in  the  clearest  and  most 
forcible  language — it  is  enough  to  say  in 
his  own  language — stated  his  opinion  in  the 
support  of  those  undoubted  privileges. 
His  great  political  opponent^  Mr.  Pitt, 
never  attempted  to  controvert  thisopiuion, 
and  it  is  therefore  to  be  presumed  that  he 
held  the  same  ^entiments.  Mr.  Burke 
too,  and  other  eminent  men-  of  the  day 
maintained  the  like  principles;  *and  anrely 
when  we  see  so  many  high  anthorkies, 
who  dilTering  on  so  many  other  subjects 
all  concurred  on  this,  it  does  not«require 
even  in  this  period  of  popular  distrust,  any 
violent  exertion  of  charity,  to  conclude 
that  they  had  not  all  conspired  against 
the  liberties  of  the  people,  and  in  support 
of  parliamentary  privileges,  which  were  il- 
legal and  unconstitutional.  It  is  an  old  and 
sound  observation,  that  even  laws  not  pnt 
in  force^  which  have  lain  upon  your  sia- 
tute-book  as  a  dead  letter,  ought  not  to  be 
repealed  without  serioss  deliberation,  un- 
less some  practical  inconvenience  has  re- 
F.ulted  from  their  continuance ;  and  that 
not  uofrequently  the  moment  of  repeal 
has  illustrated  the  wisdom  of  the  enactment. 
This  observation  is  not  inapplicable  to  the 
privileges  of  parliament,  which  though 
they  may  be  argued  against,  can  never  be 
properly  valQed,  until,  unhappily,  their 
extinction  shall  take  place,  when  the  evila 
of  the  rash  innovation  would  awfully  ptt^ve- 
the  wisdom  of  our  ancestors  in  ciaimiDg 
and  asserting  them.  Bat,  my  lords^  I 
will  not  rest  my  argument  upon  autho* 
rities  however  eminent  and  distinguished. 
It  stands  upon  the  broad  basis  I  have  al« 
ready  stated,  of  general  utiUty,  and  tba 
absolute  necessity  of  such  pewer^  i» 
order  to  preserve  to  parliament  the  due 
exercise  of  those  important  ftinctioas^ 
with  which  it  is  entrusted.  I  am  aware, 
my  lords,  of  all  the  popular  argumeata 
Which  have  been  employed,  to  excite  i» 
the  public  mind  an  aversion  to-  the 
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ence  of  tkote   privileges,  such  as  that  no 
one  ought  to  be  judge  in  its  own  cause, 
that  the  individual  was  panishcd  without 
trial,  and  that  the  party   injured  had   no 
remedy  or  mean«  of  redress.     My  answer 
is  that  those  who  thus  argue  against  the 
powers  o(  parliament,  chuse  to  forget  that 
a  supremr  power  must   exist  somewhere, 
and  must  be  inherent  in  some  pait  of  every 
constitution ;    that    in    any    government 
there  rou^t  be  a  poini  beyond  which  there 
is  no  appeal.     The  arguments  which  they 
apply  to  |mi  liament,  would  go  to  an  extent 
f.ir  bcvond  the  wishes  of   those  who  use 
them,  aii<i  would  tend  to  the  annihilation 
ofsomeuf  the  most  valuable  rights  of  the 
suhp'ct.     For  1  aiik,  if  upon  such  grounds 
parliament  was  to  be  dispossessed  ol  its  es- 
s^tial  powers,  if  the  abiise  of  a  principle 
is  to  be  perverted  into  an  nrgum^nt  against 
its  use,  how  could   they,  on  the  same  rea- 
soning, allow  to  the  House  of  Commons 
the  supreme   command  over  the  public 
purse;    to  your    lordships,   the  supreme 
judicial  power;    to  the  crown,  the  more 
<liingerous  power  of  appointing  to  offices, 
and  the  sole  and  complete  controul  of  our 
fleets  and  sirmies  ?    Nay,  my  lords,  upon 
such  arguments,  what  would  become  of 
jnries  and  their  invaluable  functions  ?  And 
yot  we  find  sir  Francis  Burdett,  though 
the  supporter  of  arguments  that  lead  to 
the  inference  I   have  described,  holding 
himself  forth  as  a  martyr  in  the  same 
good  old  cause  for  which  Hampden  died 
in  the  field,  and   Sydney  and  Rossel  on 
the  scailbld  !  No  mai^,  my  lords,  can  en- 
tertain a  more  sincere  veneration  than  I 
doibr  the  names  and  memories  of  these 
nmlaunted  patriots,  who  gloriously  strug- 
gled, even  to  the  sacrifice  of  life,  to  main- 
tain the  rights  and  liberties  of  their  coun** 
try  ;  but  a  more  unfortunate  allusion  than 
tbis>  in  my  opinion,  could  not  possibly  be 
made.     Sydney  and  llussel  did  not  fall 
martyrs  to  their  resistance  of  any  stretch 
or  undue  exercise  of  the  power  or  privi- 
leges of   parliament ;    they  were  sacri- 
ficed through  that  corruption  which  did  not 
allow  parliament  the  power  so  necessary 
to  controul  one  of  the  weakest  and  most 
wicked   governments  that  ever  existed. 
And  of  %vhat  instrument,  of  What  branch  of 
the  constitution  did  that  base  government 
avail  it^lf  in  order  to  destroy  them?  It 
was  not  parliament,  my  lords,  bat  the  ver- 
dict of  a  jury,  that  sent  those  illustrious 
patriots  to  their  deaths,— of  a  jury  influ* 
eneed  by   the  most  base  and   profiigate 
jodges, ' '  li  la  vei7  fkr  from  my  wish. 
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my  lords*  to  detraet  in  the  least  from  that 
must  valuable    institution,    the   trial  by 
jury  ;    but  let    those   who  would  arguo 
from  the  abuse  of  a  privilege  or  a  power 
against  the   use    of  it  consider  to  what 
an  extent  that  argument  may  be  carried* 
I  have  said  so  much  to  shew  the  futility  of 
such  doctrines,  and  to  influence  yc4ir  lord« 
ships  by  a  cplm  and  impartial  discussion 
of  the  question  to  dissipate  the  delusions 
which    continue    to    prevail.      In  ano- 
ther    of    these    popular    arguments,    it 
is  asked,  will  you   allows  a  power  to  the 
House  of  Commons,  which  is  not'  possessed 
by  the  king  ?    IVIy  lords,   I  answer — the 
king's  funciitms  do  not  require   it ;  to  the 
House  of  Commons  it  is  essential  for  tho 
due  performance  of  its  duties.    The  func* 
tions  of  the  crown  are  those  of  benignity, 
favour  and  mercy  ;  and  it  is  impossible  in 
tht'ir  exercise  to  bring  the  monarch  into 
such  a  conflict  with  the  passions  and  pre- 
judices  of  his  people  as  would  render  such 
a  power  necessary.      Besides,    the  king 
has   other  efficient  securities.      Another 
good  reason  why  such  powers  were  never 
annexed  to  the  crown,  is  that  the  king  is 
an  individual,  and  that  it  would  not.  be 
wise  or  safe  to   have  given  to  any  in-' 
dividual    such    a  power,  in  addition  to 
the  sole  command  of  the  army,  and  the 
whole  influence  of  the  executive  govern- 
ment.    But  with  regard,  to  parliament  the. 
case  was  widely  difierent.     Parliament 
has  often  to  originate  harsh  measures ; 
from  it  spring  all  the  revenue  laws ;  in« 
deed  all  their  ordinances  are  restraints 
upon  the  people,  and  as  Mr.   Burke  oli*' 
serves,  the  very  imposition  of  taxea  brings 
them  and  the  people  into  perpetoial  con« 
flict  with  each  otnet.    But  though  severe 
and  onpalatable,  their  roeaaores  are  slill 
necessary,  and  they  ought  to  possess  the 
means  and  power  of  protectioa,  agasnat 
any  efibrt  or  popular  fhicoiitettt      Nov  i» 
this  the  only  argnmenft,  althoo^  I  feel  it 
a  sufficient  one.    I  have  fareSaro  reqoestad 
your  lordships  to   recur  to  the  g^oriosa 
sera  of  the  revolution.     Reverting  pnce 
more  to  the  sasie  period,  can  we  forget 
the  outrages  of  those  violent  mobs  excited 
in  support  even  of  the  doctrine  of  non-re^ 
sjstanco,attd  for  the  purpose  of  over»'awing 
the  legislatvir^  ?  Not  onfreooently  have  a 
deluded  portion  of  the  public  been  excited 
even  by  the  roiniaters  of  the  crown  for 
similar  purposes;  and  late  occasions  have 
shewn  that  the  holy  cause  of  religion  may 
itself  be  pressed  into  such  a  serWco  for 
the  iDoit  tnischiefovi  pt  objecta.     Tha 
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t&me  power  then  may  hereafter,  as  it  has 
been  heretofore,  become  necessary  to  pro- 
tect parliament  in  the  due  discharge  of  its 
lifnctions:  and  the  question  resolves  it- 
self into  this  shape^— whether  there  is  any 
great  danger  of  this  power  being  abused, 
and  whether  it  has  ever  been  exercised 
to  the  oppression  of  the  nation  ?  It  has 
been  unquestionahly  carried  into  practice 
in  the  best  tiroes  of  our  history ;  althoi>gh 
I  am  willing  to  admit,  that  there  have  been 
recent  cases  in  which  it  would  have  been 
more  wise  and  politic  to  forego  its  exercise. 
But  I  ask  without  fear,  whether  in  the  re- 
collection of  any  one  who  hears  me,  this 
power  was  ever  exerted  oppressively  to 
the  nation;  and  I  think  it  but  justice  to 
the  different  governments  which  within 
ny  knowledge  have  had  the  administra- 
tion of  public  a&irs,  however  I  might 
have  differed  from  them  on  great  public 
subjects,  to  observe  that  they  allowed  as 
great  a  latitude  of  pnblic  dbcussion,  and 
even  of  censure  of  parliamentary  proceed- 
ings, as  was  compatible  with  the  safety 
and  interests  of  a  state,  in  times  of  the 
greatest  freedom.  Coald  this  lenient  and 
ibrbearing  practice  have  arisen  from  ac- 
cident, or  was  it  owidg  to  particular  indi- 
viduals, or  particular  periods?  Rather, 
my  lords,  should  we  attribute  it  to  ^he 
result  of  a  genenal  principle,  which  was 
acted  upoD  by  all  governments,  and  which 
was  not  liable  to  degenerate  into  abuse. 
The  very  constitution  of  parliament  was  as 
»  security  that  the  privileges  inherent  in 
it  would  not  be  abused  to  any  oppressive 
extent.  They  were  in  the  possession  not 
of  one  individual  but  of  numbers,  who  it 
is  improbable  to  suppose  would  combine 
in  a  scheme  to  oppress  the  people.  Such 
a  power  vested  m  the  crovm,  might  be 
often  arbitrarily  exercised ;  but  as  it  is 
not  likely  that  the  members  of  this  House 
wovid  conspire  together  to  abuse  the 
power  with  which  it  is  entrusted,  it  is  still 
less  probable,  that  the  members  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  who  are  elected  by 
the  people,  and  who  to  the  people  must 
return,  would  resolve  together,  afoitrarily 
or  tjrrannicaily,  to  exercise  a  privilege 
against  the  people,  by  which  they  them- 
selves as  members,  or  as  a  part  of  that 
people,  were  equally  affected.  But,  even 
supposing  such  a  conspiracy  possible  in 
contradiction  to  all  these  natural  reasons, 
are  there  not  powers  of  controul  against 
suck  oppressive  abuse,  existing  by  the 
cimcurreni  jorisdictioo  of  both  branches 
fxf  the  Ugislatare;   and  ultimately  in  the 


power  Tested  in  the  crown  at  once  to  ter- 
minate the  abuse,  by  a  dissolution  of  the 
parliament }  The  only  danger  of  great 
oppression  would  arise  from  a  combination 
of  the  three  branches  of  the  legislature.:  %- 
state  of  things  too  monstrous  to  be  con* 
templated,  and  which,  if  it  ever  exiated^ 
would  amount  to  a  dissolution  of  the  com- 
pact between  the  government  and  the 
people.  lit  all  those  views  of  the  ques- 
tion, I  am  fully  satiiified,  and  every  man 
who  will  enquire  into  the  subject  moat  ar- 
rive at  the  same  conviction,  that  there  are 
as  many  checks  and  securities  imposed 
against  Ihe  abuse  of  the  privilege  as  the 
nature  of  hum^n  affairs  will  permit. 

Much  more,  my  lords,  miffht  be  said 
both  on  the  theory  and  genenO  principles 
connected  with  this 'subject,  but  I  shall 
Content  myself  with  having  stated  enough 
to  call  your  lordships*attention  to  it,and  with 
creating  that  temperate  discussion,  which 
may  dissipate  the  illusions  now  too  preva- 
lent.   I  have  felt  it  necessary  to  pursue 
this  line  of  duty  ,with  the  hope  of  bringing 
back,  if  possible,  those  who  appear  to  en- 
tertain erroneous  opinions  upon  the  subject, 
to  a  more  calm  and  moderate  considera- 
tion of  its  nature,  and  to  a  sense  of  the  con- 
sequences which  mtffht  follow  from  the 
accomplishment  of  their  own  views.      In 
taking  this  course,  I  am  by  no  means  in- 
sensible to  the  danger  of  misrepresenta- 
tion which  I  incur,  nor  of  the  obloaoy  (o 
which  my  motives  and  conduct  will  pro- 
bably be  exposed.    I  know  how  easy  it 
would  have  been  to  have  taken  up  the  po- 
pular side  of  the  question,  and  meanly  to 
nave  courted  popular  applause  at  the  ex* 
pence  of  sincerity  and  principles.     But 
such  a  line  is  little  suited  to  the  habits  of 
my  life,  still  less  consistent  with  the  feel- 
ings and  principles  by  which  my  public 
conduct  has  been  governed.     I  am  not* 
however,  ignorant  of  the  degrading  arti- 
fices by  which  this  applause  is  acquured-^* 
artificeswith  which  neither  virtuenor  talents 
have  any  connection^— arts  which  men 
posseasedf  of  neither  are  best  fitted  to  prac- 
tise— men  such  as  we  have  lived  to  see  in 
the  present  day,  who,  renouncing  the  ob- 
ligations of  faith  and  honour,  breaking 
through  all  the  bonds  and  enffagemenu  that 
hold  .society  together,  have  m  their  career 
of  foul  slander  and  dirty  calumny,  entirely 
set  themlelves  above  all  the  decencies  of 
private  life,  above  all  the  courtesies  which 
those  who  really  endeavour  to  discharge 
their  doty  willingly  concede  to  their  aa- 
venaries.     For  inch  arts  and  far  thou 


I7S]  PARL.  DEBATESl,  June  IS,  18ia—&ale  i^ihc  Natimt. 


[574 


who  have  recourse  to  them,  I  shall  ever 
feel  a  sovereign  contempt ;  by  me  they 
can  oerer  be  practised  even  to  acquire  the 
highest  favours  that  my  country  could  be- 
stovr.  It  is  true  I  cannot  but  feel  a  deep 
regret  if  I  should  see  myself  deprived  of 
my  popularity  by  any  misunderstanding 
of  my  views  and  objects  on  the  part  of  the 

reople.  This  is  however  a  sacrifice  which 
am  compelled  to  make  in  common  with 
men  in  all  ages  much  greater  than  I  can 
ever  hope  to  be.  But,  my  lords,  it  excites 
my  warmest  indignation  to  be  robbed  of 
it  through  the  basest  misrepresentations 
and  vilest  delusions  practised  by  men, 
%Tho  without  any  regard  to  truth  sacrifice 
every  virtuous  and  really  patriotic  object 
to  the  shoots  of  a  vulgar  clamour.  Yet 
even  to  this  mortification  I  can  submit 
with  patience;  feeling  that  it  is  the  re- 
mit of  a  defect  inherent  in  all  free  govern- 
ments.  It  has  indeed  been  truly  said, 
that  in  the  distribution  of  her  favours,  po- 
pularity is  as  blind  and  fickle  as  fortune, 
if  it  should  follow  my  humble  efforu  in 
that  pursuit  which  I  feel  alone  compatible 
with  mine  own  honour,  and  my  country's 
iBterestSf  I  would  hail  it  as  a  most  grate- 
ful proof  of  having  faithfully  discharged 
my  duty ;  but  if  I  am  reduced  to  an  alter- 
native between  popularity  and  freedom  of 
thought  and  action,  I  cannot  ever  hesitate 
a  moment  what  decision  to  mako* 

Laado  maitentem — li  oaleres  qaatit, 
P^RM,  wengoo  que  dedit^  probunqvs 
rsupariem  tine  dote  qiuero. 

Under  every  sacrifice  I  never  could  en- 
dure that  hardest  of  all  servitudes,  that 
lowest  of  all  degradations,  that  most  des- 
picable and  abandoned  of  bad  pursuits, 
the  deep  and  inexpiable  guilt  of  flattering 
the  worst  passions  of  a  capricious  multi- 
tude only  to  delude  and  betray  them. 

I  have  now,  my  lords,  endeavoured  to 
discharge  what  I  felt  to  be  an  imperative 
duty.  Much  more  might  be  said  upon 
the  various  topics  to  which  I  have  ad- 
verted. I  might  have  said  much  on  the 
ttate  of  the  army,  and  the  departure  from 
that  system  which  was  the  work  of  the 
great  and  accomplished  statesman  so  lately 
removed  from  the  affairs  of  this  life.  I 
might  have  said  much  on  the  disastrous 
campaigns  in  Europe,  much  on  the  affairs 
of  India,  but  apprenensive  that  I  have  too 
long  trespassed  on  your  lordships'  indul- 
gence, I  shall  content  myself^ with  briefly 
recalling  your  attention  to  the  points  I 
have  touched  on.  Of  peace  there  is  I  am 
afraid  but  little  prospect;  but  to  restore 


its  blessings,  no .  favourable  opportOQity 
should  be  overlooked.  Whilstwac  is  indis- 
pensable let  us  have  no  failure  in  it,  from 
a  failure  of  our  resources,  bat  provide 
for  all  emergencies  by  the  establishment 
of  some  stable  system  of  finance.  A  free 
commerce,  I  have  contended  is  essential  to 
the  interests  and  the  prosperity  of  this 
country.  Let  us  then  endeayour  to  con- 
ciliate those  neutral  powers  with  whom 
any  remaining  intercourse  can  be  car- 
ried on.  Let  us  adopt  promptly  tb6 
best  measures  for  re-establishing  a  free 
currency.  The  conciliation  of  all  his  Ma« 
jesty's  subjects,  and  particularly  of  his 
subjects  in  Ireland,  is  at  this  time  more 
than  ever  necessary,  firmly  to  unite  all 
classes  of  the  people,  in  aefence  of  the 
dearest  interests  or  the  empire.  Let  this 
bean  object. of  your  most  serious  atten* 
tion  ;  together  with  such  economical  re- 
forms as  are  consistent  with  the  public 
service;  and,  lastly,  a  tenmerate  and 
cautious  but  sincere  reform  of  those  abuses 
which  have  corrupted  the  frame  of  our 
constitution,  .and  whose  continuance  have 
excited  so  much  public  reproach.  Of  the 
privileges  and  powers  of  parliament,  I  have 
given  a  *^ecided  opinion,  conceiving  aa  h 
do  that  they  are  inherent  in  its  constitu- 
tion, and  indispensible  to  the  due  exercise 
of  its  functions.  These  are  the  measure^ 
which  hold  out  the  best  hopes  of  national 
safety.  It  is  only  by  attention  to  thei^ 
we  can  escape  from  the  ma^iy  Tcwful  An- 
gers with  which  our  country  is  encom- 
passed, and  its  very  system  menaced,  and 
in  happiness  at  home"  and  honour  abroad, 
enable  her  to  survive  the  storm,  that  has 
desolated  so  many  surrounding  nations. 
My  lords,  I  have  the  honour  to  move  your 
« lordships, 

"  That  an  humble  Address  be  presented 
to  his  Majesty,  earnestly  to  entreat  his 
Majesty's  attention  to  the  advice  which, 
impressed  with  a  deep  sense  of  the  in- 
creasing dangers  of  the  country,  his  Ma- 
jesty's faithful  subjects  the  Lords  spiritual 
and  temporal  in  parliament  assembled 
have  felt  it  to  be  their  indispensable 
duty  humbly  to  submit  to  his  Majesty's 
royal  consideration. 

'^  To  state  to  bis  Majesty  that  we  can- 
not doubt  his  Majesty's  readiness  to  em- 
brace the  first  opportunity  of  concluding 
a  peace  on  just  and  reasonable  terms  ; 
but  that  looking  to  the  nature  of  (he  con- 
test in  which  we  are  en^paged,  to  the  power 
of  France,  now  unhappily  established  over 
the  greater  part  ot  Europe,  and  to  tlm 
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spirit  and  chartcter  of  the  goTernmeni  of 
that  country,  we  are  convinced  that  this 
eyeiit  so  anxiously  desired  by  his  Ma- 
jesty's loyal  people,  will  be  best  promoted 
by  proving  to  the  world  that  labile  bis 
Majesty  is  actuated  by  the  most  just  and 
i^oderate  views,  we  possess  the  means  of 
permanently  supporting  the  honour  and 
independence  of  our  country  against  every 
species  of  attXck  by  which  the  eneiuy  may 
hope  to  assail  them. 

'  *  '•  That  for  this  purpose  it  is  indispensa- 
bly necessary  that  his,  Majesty 's  govern- 
ment should  henceforth  adopt  a  wise  and 
'systematic  policy,  regulated  not  only  l)y 
a  just  estimate  of  our  present  difficulties, 
by  a  prudent  foresight  of  the  probable 
exigencies  of  a  protracted  warfare— ihat 
we  have  deeply  to  lament  that  the  conduct 
of  his  Majesty  s  ministers  has  been,  in  this 
respect,  directly  the  reverse  of  what  the 
interests  and  the  safety  of  his  Majesty -s 
dominions  required ;  that  they  have 
blindly  involved  themselves  in  schemes  of 
continental  operations  when  they  could 
look  to  no  power  capable  of  afTording 
them  an  adequate  support ;  and  rashly  en- 
gaged in  expeditions  so  defective  in  their 
pi  an,,  so  impolitic  in  their  objects,  and  so 
ill  comhiticd  as  to  the  lime  at  which  they 
were  undertaken,  that  they  could  termi- 
nate only  in  an  unprofitable  waste  of  the 
resources  and  the  blood  of  his  Majesty's 
faithful  subjectfi. 

"  That  whilst  the  Avar  hns  been  thus  un- 
fortunately conducted,  and  our  future  means 
of  defence  thereby  naturally  impaired, 
th^  conduct  of  his  Majesty's  ijovcrnmcnt 
with  respect  to  neutral  powers  lias  retarded 
any  amicable  arrangement,  which  has 
tended  to  alienate  those  whom  it  was  most 
our  interest  to  conciliate,  and  unite  with  us 
in  opposition  to  the  measure  of  France. 
'  "  That  for  the  professed  purpose  of  coun- 
teracting those  measures,  3  system  has  been 
adopted  under  which  no  independent 
power  could  be  expected  to  acquiesce,  and 
new  and  visionary  projects  in  legislation 
have  been  resorted  to  which  have  brought 
almost  every  branch  of  our  trade  to  de- 
pend on  the  permission,  and  to  be  exgr- 
cised  under  the  controul  of  the  executive 
government ;  whilst  a  considerable  por- 
tion of  that  trade  has  been  transferred  to 
a  foreign  navigation,  thereby  improvi- 
dentfy  supplying  the  enemy  with  a  new 
Tcsource  tor  the  improvement  of  his  navy. 

**  That  in  what  more  immediately  con- 
cerns our  domestic  policy  we  haveet|ually 
to  complaiQ  of  the  total  waul  of  wisdom 


and  of  foresight  in  the  coiratrils  of  bis  Ma- 

jesty. 

*<That  instead  of  any  well  considered 
and  permanent  system  i!>f  finance  adapted 
to  the  exigencies  of  a  protracted  warfare, 
the  expensive  and  improvident  ope- 
rations of  the  last  three  years  have  been 
supplied  by  temporary  and  impolitic  ex- 
pedients. 

"  That  our  paper  cllxufation,  for  which 
the  restriction  inlposed   on  the  Bank  had 
removed  the  only  adequate  and   eflc'clual 
limitation,  has  been  extended  to  a  degree 
highly  dangerous  to  the  pecuniary  interests 
of  the  country ;   tl^at  no  attempt  has  been 
made  by  wise  and  equitable  arrangements 
to  allay  the  discontents  arising  from  re- 
ligious differences  amongst    hi^  Majesty's 
faithful    subjects,    more    particularly   in 
Ireland  ;    and  that  under  (he  unexampled 
pressure  of  a  taxation  necessarily  burthen- 
some  in  its  amount,  and  severe  in  its  col- 
lection, no  measure  has  been  taken  to  re- 
move the  causes  of  just  complaint,  cifher 
by  introducing  an  eftective  economy  into 
the  great  l>ranches  of  the  public   service, 
or  by  the  due  consideration  of  suchtimefy 
reforms  as  may  in  any  instance  be  found 
requisite  for  restoring  to  our  government 
that  practical  excellencewhich  the  gradual 
corruptions  of  lim^  may  hare  obscured  or 
diminished. 

"  That  we  should  ill  discharge  our  doty 
to  his  Majesty  and  to  the  public,  if  we 
were  to  disguise  from  him  our  well  founded 
apprehensions,  thnt  owing  to  these  and 
other  caii?es,  discontent  ami  d:i<trost  are 
beginning  to  difibse  themselves  amongst 
his  Majesty's  faithful  people. 

'*  'i'hat  we  entreat  bis  Majesty  not  io 
listen  to  those  who  wouhl  persuade  him 
that  such  discontent  and  distrust,  in  what- 
ever degree  they  may  exist,  are  solely  to 
be  attributed  to  the  evil  arts  of  noen  hostile 
to  the  interests  of  their  <?ountry,  and  seek- 
ing to  excite  the  people  to  an' invasion  of 
those  institutions  on  which  their  freedom 
and  happiness  essentially  depend.  That 
we  are  nrmly  convinced  such  designs  hn^ 
as  yet  found  no  favour  in  the  hearts  of  hi* 
Majesty's  loyal  subjects;  and  that  nothing 
can  arfbrd  to  those  who  entertain  them 
any  hope  of  success,  but  that  impolitic 
and  offensive  inattention  to  the  real  so'" 
ferings  and  just  complaints  of  the  pccpte» 
that  determined  resistance  of  every  pro- 
posed correction  of  abuses,  which  in  oor 
limes  we  have  seen  produce  such  fatal  ef- 
fects in  other  countries. 

"  That  we  humbfy  pray  that  L's  »*• 
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jesly  will  be  pleased  Co  take  this  our  da- 
tiful     repre^pntatioii    into   his    immediate 
and    most  serious  consitieration  ;  that  he 
^vill    see  the  necessity  of  adopting  such 
measures  as  may  deprive  the  enemy  of  all 
hopes  of  success  from  a  failure  of  our  na- 
tional resource;! ;  that  he  will  therefore 
-actually  concur  with  his  parliament  in 
l^iving  effect  to  economical  and  systematic 
arrangements  for  the  conduct  of  the  war, 
in  providing  for  a  recurrence  to  the  true 
principles  of  a  free  commerce  and  circu- 
lation *  both  at  home  and  abroad;  in  en- 
deavouring by  a  wise  and  liberal  policy 
to  unite  in  the  boiuts  of  a  common  interest 
all    classes  of  his  Majesty's   subjects  of 
whatever    religious    persuasions ;     and, 
lastly,  that  be  will  bo  graciously    pleased 
to  countenance  the  temperate  considera- 
tion and  deliberate  adoption  of  such  time- 
ly reformations  both  economical  and  po- 
litical, as  may  satisfy  his  luyal  people, 
that  the  sacritices  required  of  them  are 
strictly  limited  and  faithfully  applied  to 
the  real  interests  and  safety  of  the  public  ; 
and  that  both  for  prcventmg  the  growth 
of  any  dangerous  abuses,  and   for  con- 
trouling  the  misconduct  of  his  Majesty's 
advisers,  they  continue  efiectually  to  pos- 
sess   those    securities    which   have  been 
the  boast  of  the  British  government,  and 
are  essentially  inherent  in  every  free  con- 
stitution. 

"  That  we  entreat  his  Majesty  to  be  as- 
sured that  in  recommending  these  mea- 
sures with  all  the  earnestness  which  a  con- 
iriction  that  they  are  indispensable  for  the 
salvation  of  the  country  inspires,  we  never 
can  lose  sight  of  our  obligation  to  support 
the  jusKt  prerogatives  and  useful  splenaour 
of  the  crown*  the  venerable  establishments 
of  our  holy  religion,  and  the  ancient 
and  essential  rights  and  privileges  of  par- 
liament. 

'*  In  our  firm  resolution  to  maintain  these 
under  all  circumstances  and  with  all  our 
authority  and  power,  we  are  well  assured 
that  we  shall  not  f.iil  to  receive  the  active 
concurrence  and  support  of  all  ranks  of  his 
Majesty's  faithful  people,  convinced  as 
they  must  be,  that  it  i«  no  less  their  inte- 
rest than  their  duty  faithfully  to  adhere  to 
those  fundamental  principles  of  our  go- 
vernment, which,  assigning  to  its  various 
inHituttont  rights  peculiar  to  each,  and 
necessary  for  the  preservation  of  all,  se- 
cure by  their  happy  combination  and  har- 
mony, to  the  executive  power  sufficient 
strength,  to  the  legislnture  its  necessary 
indrpendence,  and    to   ths  wholt    com* 


munity  the  blessings  of  a  well  regulated 
freedom." 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  rose,  but  was  in- 
terrupted by 

Earl  Stanhope,  who  rose  to  order,  for  the 
purpose  of  stating,  that  he  intended  to 
move  an  Amendment,  and  was  desirouij 
that  his  Amendment  might  have  the  pre- 
cedence of  any  that  might  be  moved  by 
the  noble  Earl. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  said,'  that  without 
adverting  to  what  ht^  must  conceive  to  be 
an  irregular  interruption  on  the  part  of  the 
noble  earl,  he  should  Immediately  proceed 
to  the  consideration  of  the  topics  contain* 
ed  in  the  speech  of  the  noble  mover^ 
any  one  of  which  would  serve  for  a  night's 
debate.  He  did  not  blame  his  conduct  in 
so  bringing  forward  the  statements  to 
which  he  alluded  ;  situated  as  he  was,  and 
at  such  a  late  period  of  the  session,  it 
might  be  perfectly  natural  for  the  noble 
earl,  or,  indeed,  for  any  one  else  feeling 
as  he  did,  so  to  do.  He,  however,  could 
not  think  that  what  he  had  advanced  wna 
intended  to  be  submitted  as  a  plan  for  the 
adoption  of  the  House.  He  conceived  it 
was  rather  intended  by  the  noble  earl  to 
pass  for  his  own  individual  protest;  as,  if 
all  the  opinions  expressed  by  the  noble  earl 
were  well  founded,  (and  he  trusted  he 
should  prove  that  a  great  many  of  them 
were  not),  still  he  could  not  expect  that 
the  House  would  decide  on  questions  of 
so  much  importance,  without  having  some 
previous  notice  given  on  the  subject. — 
The  opinions  of  the  noble  earl,  he,  how- 
ever, admitted,  at  all  times  and  on  all  occa- 
sions had  great  weight,  and  were  entitled  to 
full  consideration,  and  he  should  therefore 
proceed  to  comment  on  them.  He  pro- 
posed to  speak  of  the  subjects  which  hnd 
fallen  under  discussion,  not  in  the  order 
in  which  they  had  been  treated  by  the 
noble  earl,  but  wishing  to  speak  of  those 
which  were  yet  fresh  in  the  memory  of 
their  lordships,  he  should  first  advert  to 
those  topics  touched  upon  in  .the  latter 
part  of  the  noble  earl's  speech.  He  could 
not  but  feel  the  most  entire  satisfaction  at 
the  sentiments  expressed  by  his  lordship 
on  one  question  which  had  of  late  much 
agitated  the  public  mind,  namely,  tha( 
concerning  the  privileges  of  parliament* 
He  admitted  the  full  force  of  his  opinion 
on  that  subject ;  most  perfectly  agreeing 
with  him,  that  it  was  necessary  tor  the 
good  of  the  public  that  parliament  should 
be  in  possession  of  the  privileges  to  which 
they  had  laid  claim.     Thoy  were  necci* 
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fary  and  essential  io  the  proper  discharge 
of  their  functions,  as  nothing  could  be  of 
mere  importance  to  the  aaiioa  than  that 
their  representatives  should  be  preserved 
from  being  intimid^ed  by  menace  and  by 
the  dread  of  insult  from  a  proper  and  con- 
scientious discharge  of  their  duty.  Of 
the  evil  effects  of  this  the  noble  earl  had 
fiven  them  several  illustrationsj  but  a  most 
instructive  example  was  furnished  by  the 
fevolntion  in  France*  of  what  miffbt  be 
expected  from  the  deliberations  of  such 
im  assembly.  The  body  then  formed^ 
and  calling  Uyemselves  «'  the  Constituent 
Assembly,  had  been  thus  circumstanced ; 
the  consequence  was,  that  being  too 
much  under  the  influence  of  the  popu* 
face,  though  they  boasted  some  men  of 
yirtoe  ana  of  talent  among  them,  every 
chance  of  success  was  lost  by  the  manner 
in  which  their  deliberations  were  condua- 
^d,  through  fear  of  becoming  unpopular.-— 
With  such  a  dreadlixl  example  before  their 
eyes*  he  was  astonished  how  any  persons 
^uld  be  found  in  this  country  to  urge  the 
necessity  of  yielding  to  any  expressions 
ttfpbpular  sentiment,  notconveyud  through 
the  legitimate  medium.  Such  was  the  cry 
•gainst  parliamentary  privilege,  raised  at 
fCis  moment.  With  resnect  to  those  pri- 
Tiiegesy  he  fully  asreea  with  the  noble 
lord,  not  only  that  they  existed  from  time 
immemorial;  not  only  that  they  were 
f  upported  by  the  greatest  men  the  coun- 
try ever  saw ;  but  tnat  our  liberties  thrived 
vnder  them,  and  by  them  the  constitution 
))ecame  what  it  was.  These  privileges  in 
fact,  grew  out  of  the  nature  of  a  delibera- 
tive assembly.  Without  a  parliament  in- 
Tested  with  full  privileges,  there  would  be 
no  security  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
institution.  That  was  a  task  far  beyond 
the  capacity  or  functions  of  a  jury.  No 
fourts  of  justice,  no  ordinary  jori^iiction 
tpuld  maintain  it.  The  trial  by  jury  was 
not  of  itself  sufl&cient  to  secure  the  rights 
of  the  subject.  In  the  reign  of  Charles  2, 
in  tfiat  of  Henry  8,  and  at  some  of  the 
worst  periods  of  our  history,  trial  by  jury 
|iad  been  still  preserved,  though  the  sub- 
ject had  been  grievously  oppressed.  Sla- 
ting this  to  their  lordships,  he  was  far,  very 
far,  from  undervaluing  trial  by  jury,  but 
he  contended  that  trial  by  jury  afR>rded  no 
adequate  security  for  the  public  without 
those  privileges  of  parliament.  No  laws, 
however  lyise  and  just — no  jurisdiction 
whatever  could  alone  give  sufticient  necu- 
f  ity  to  the  subject  without  a  something  be- 
Ipnd — or,  in  uct,  above  ^em-^-vvivhout  a 


constantly  vigilant  and  conUrqidiiii;  parlia- 
ment—Be was  sorry  that  he  gooid  not 
agree  with  the  other  parts  of  the  noble 
earl's  speech,  as  he  did  with  this.     On  the 
subject  of  reform^  he  could  not  but  ex* 
press  surprise  that  the  noble  lord's  senti-i 
ments  should  remain  the  same  as  the/ 
were  20  years  ago^  seeing  th;^t  circom- 
stances  were  so  materially  cbansed  within 
that  period.    That  a  timely  and  salutary 
reform  had  at  all  times  a  claim  to  appro- 
bation could  not  be  denied.    If  the  noble 
earl  meant  to  say  that  the  present  ^minis- 
ters systematically  resisted  such  a  reform, 
the  experience  of  their  lordships  must  re* 
fute  the  charge.    They  had  unifonnly  ma- 
nifested a  disposition  favourable  to  such  a 
reform.    Not  one  year,  not  one  session 
had  elapsed  without  a  remedy  being  ap- 
plied to  some  practical  evil.    If  remedies 
bad  not  been  attempted  to  be  applied  in 
some   instances  where   complaints   were 
made«  it  was  because  those  things  that 
were  in  such  cases  complained  of  as  griev- 
ances and  evils,  when  examined  were  not 
considered  to  be  such.    As  to  the  general 
theory  of  reform,  so  far  was  he  from  think- 
ing that  if  the  subject  were  taken  up  as 
proposed   elsewhere,  a  reduction   of  the 
public  expences  would  take  place^  that  h^ 
did  not, hesitate  to  predict  that  io  such  a 
case  a  great  addition  would  be  made  to 
the  public  expenditure.    It  was  true  that 
the  king's  revenue  had  been  increased ; 
it  was  true  that  offices  were  multiplied 
and  salaries  augmented,  but  he  wished 
their  lordships'to  look  back  to  former  pe- 
riods, to  periods  at  which  every  thing  wa^ 
supposed  to  be  so  much  better,  and  con- 
trast the  present  civil  list  with  that  of  other 
reigns.    The  civil  list  of  William  3,  was 
700,000/.  and  unregulated.  That  of  quee^ 
Anne  and  George  I,  700,000/.  and  unre- 
gulated. George  2,  had  800,000/.  and  on* 
regulated.    These  sums  if  not  paid  by  iha 
hereditary  revenues  were  to  be  mane  up 
by  the  country.    The  civil  list  at  present 
amounted  to  950,000/.  and  it  was  to  be 
observed  that  it  was  regulated  in  all  its 
parts.    Blackstone  had  stated  the  revenue 
of  the  crown  to  be  as  low  as  it  ought  to  bcv 
or  as  it  could  be  to  maintain  its  dignity. 
He  would  ask  any  man  who  would  look 
back  and  take  into  his  consideration  all 
the  contingencies  attending  the  deprecia- 
tion of  money,  &g.  if  950^000/.  at  the 
present  day  bure  any  thing  like  a  propor- 
tion to  the  7(X).000/.  which  was  the  cif  U 
establialnnent  in  the  time  of  ki^g  WiUiaivu 
,or  U^  i^e  0QPA>OP/«  granted  (o  G^or||e  th^ 
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2n^.  i  Minhters  half  no  objectiott  to  an 
econoitilctl  reform.  If  there  were  griey- 
aiicefl  which  called  for  tach  a  reform,  let 
the  noble  earl  state  them,  and  a  practical 
remedy  should  be  applied.  H^  wai,  how- 
erer,  averse  toa  sweeping  indefinite  theory 
of  reform.  Whatever  might  be  said  of 
tbe  mottiplied  expences  oT  the  state,  he 
stnfcerely  believed  that  there  never  was  a 
rich  and  prosperous  coantry,  the  civil  go- 
Yemment  of  which  was  conducted  at  an 
expeoce  so  comparatively  small.  He  had 
made  iifqairies  into  the  expences  of  the 
civil  government  of  America,  and  though 
America  was  a  republic,  the  population 
of  which  did  not  perhaps  exceed  a  third 
part  of  the  population  of  the  British 
isles,  and  though  the  consumption  of 
atrticles  of  luxury  could  not  be  very 
great,  he  found  that  the  expences  at- 
tending the  civil  government  amounted 
itearly  to  800,0001.  and  that  for  a  country 
where  the  population  did  not  exceed 
d,000,000  of  persons,  and  where  much 
fess  property  was  to  be  protected  than  that 
protected  'by  the  British  government, 
gtreatly  exceeded  in  proportion  the  ex- 
pences of  the  English  civil  list-^As  to  the 
representation  of  the  people  in  parliamerit. 
Be  would  say,  he  believed  there  never  was 
A  period  in  our  history  when  it  was  less 
mteoual ;  that  it  was  unequal  in  theory,  he 
vroQld  admit;  but  that  theoretic  inequa- 
fity  he  regarded  as  one  of  the  greatest 
adhra'ntages  of  our  constitution. -» This 
was  the  opinion  of  that  enlightened  states- 
man, Mr.  Burke,  who  said  that  it  was 
this  peculiarity  in  its  constitution,  that 
made  it,  instead  of  an  assembly  of  depu- 
ties, an  entire  and  perfect  deliberative 
meeting.  For  himself,  he  had  carefully 
^xanrined  alt  the  plans  of  reform  that  had 
been  submitted  to  parliament  at  various 
periods,  and  he  would  fairly  state  that 
there  was  not  one  of  them  t9  which  he  did 
not  see  insuperable  objections.  One  of 
these  plans  brought  forward  by  the  noble 
mover,  certaitilynot  the  most  objectionable, 
aimed  at  making  population,  and  not  pro- 
berly  the  basis  of  representation.  Such 
a  change  he  thought  could  not  but  be  ex- 
ceedingly injurious  in  its  effects* — ^Ad- 
Verting  to  what  had  been  said  by  the  noble 
mover  with  respect  to  the  Catholic  claims, 
he  wished  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  real  state  of  the  question. 
The  noble  mover  for  his  own  part,  wa^ 
only  witling  to  grant  their  prayer  on  a 
condition  which  he  did  not  know  the  Ca- 
thoUca  would  accept^  and  i^di  mii^ten 
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had  reason  to  believe  they  would  refuse* 
This  being  the  state  of  the  case,  he  thought 
it  unnecessary  to  sky  more  on  that  sub- 
ject.—He  now  proceeded  to  speak  on  the 
circumstances  of  the  war.  Whatever  dif- 
ference of  opinion  formerly  exifsted  ok 
that  subject',  he  believed  that  amongst  all 
sober  rational  men  but  little  contrariety  of 
sentiment  remained.  When  peace  could  * 
be  honourably  and  advantageously  made^ 
it  would  certainly  be  most  desirable,  but 
that  that  could  not  be  efilcted  at  the  pre- 
sent mortkent  parliament  and  the  Country 
were  pretty  generally  satisfied .*-The  no- 
ble lord  had  counselled  the  husbanding  ot 
their  resources  and  the  avoiding  of  co« 
operation  as  m,uch  as  possible.  On  thia 
subject,  as  he  had  viiA  before,  hie  wished 
them  fairly  to  consider  the  meriu  of  thet 
case,  and  to  decide  whether  or  not  such  a 
line  of  conduct  would  prove  most  condu- 
cive to  the  interesu  of  the  country.  If 
by  the  co-operating  system  condemned 
by  the  noble  lord,  they  gained  trada 
and  advantages  which  otherwise  woula 
be  unattainable,  surely,  then,  it  most  ap« 
pear  to  be  a  wise  policy.  He  wished  toasl( 
the  noble  earl,  if  at  the  time  a  spirit  ma* 
nifested  itself  in  Spain  to  resist  the  foulest 
and  moat  unprincipled  of  all  usurpation^ 
he  had  been  a  member  of  his  Majesty'f 

fovernment,  whether  ot  not  he  would  the^ 
ave  preached  this  doctrine,  and  told  th^ 
country,  •'  We  are  acting  upon  an  econo- 
mical system,  and  can  ^ve  nothing  to 
Spain  and  Portugal?"  The  manner  ia 
which  the  war  had  been  conducted  had 
nothing  to  do  with  this  question.  On  thai 
subject  he' would  speak  presently :  but  h^ 
wished  to  ask  the  noble  earl,  if  ou  that  oc- 
casion he  wouM  have  recommended  a 
total  abstinence  from  all  co-operation  i 
The  noble  earl  would  not  at  such  a  crisis 
have  pursued  such  a  line  of  conduct.  Ha 
dared  not  to  do  so.  The  country  would 
not  have  borne  it.  The  ouestion  now  waa, 
bow  far  our  exertions  in  the  cause  of  Spaia 
and  Portugal  had  been  wisely  made  ? 
The  noble  earl  had  set  forth  the  propriety 
of  considering  the  expediency  of  withr 
d rawing  our  forces  from  the  peninsula. 
He  did  not  wish  to  deceive  by  holding  out  * 
hopes  too  sanguine  to  be  realized  ;  but  h^ 
would  say,  that  he  thought  if  they  were  tp 
withdraw  our  forces  from  the  peninsufa 
now,  their  conduct  would  be  universally 
condemned.  He  was  unwilling  to  speak 
on  this  subject  after  the  clear  and  lumi- 
nous statement  made  cm  a  former  evening 
by  hit  nobk  friend  (the  marquia  Welleriey  ) 
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every  word  of  which  met  with  his  entire 
approbation.      He,  however,  would  say, 
that  the  spirit  of  Spain  still  remained  un- 
subdued.    She  still  possessed  within  her- 
self the  means  of  making  an  eiTectual  re- 
sistance.    He  did  not  mean  to  say   that 
thence  it  necessarily    followed  that   her 
cause  would   ultimately  be  crowned  with 
success.     That  must,  in  a  great  measure, 
depend,  on  th^e  manner  in   which  those 
means  were  applied  ;  on  the   ability  and 
integrity  of  those,  to  whom  they  were  en- 
trusted :  but,  if  England  never  gave  her 
assistance  to  a  cause  till  she  found  a  go- 
vernment all  virtue  and  all  wisdom  to  so- 
licit it,  she  would  probably  never  have  an 
opportunity  of  so  exerting  hereself.    The 
struggle  of  Spain  for  her  independence 
had  been  protri\cted  through  the  assist- 
ance of  Great  Britain  for  two  years.     The 
cause  which  still  animated  her  sons  was 
not  the   enthusiasm  of  success,  it    pro- 
ceeded from  misfortune,  and   was,  per- 
haps, more  to  be  admired    thus    arising 
from  defeat  than  if  it  followed  victory. 
While  such  a  spirit  survived  they  were 
bound  not  to  oespair,  but  to  cherish  it, 
and  to  strain  every  nerve  in  the  cause. 
His  noble  friend  had  said,,  that  though  the 
cause  was  such  as  to  call  forth  our  assist- 
ance from  thcnoblest  motives  of  generosity, 
yet  if  it  were  only   considered  as  a  ques- 
tion  of  dry   policy  a  sufficient  stimulus 
would  remain.     While  France  wanted  a 
formidable  navy  England  was  free.  What 
s^ot  in  the  world  .was  there  that  could 
affurd  France  such  ample  means  of  con- 
testing the  sovereignty  of  the  seas  with  us 
as  iSpain  ?     Leaving,   then,  out  of  their 
consideration  the  larger  question  as  to  re- 
storing the  balance  of  power,  it  would 
from  selfish  motives  be  oar  object  to  fight 
the  cause  of  Spain  for  our  own  sake,  for 
.  our  own  security.     While  this  spirit  sur- 
vived, there  was,  moreover,  the  chanoe  of 
new  hostility  breaking  out  against  France ; 
but  without  any  such  chance  they  were 
bound,  in  honour  and  in  policy,   to  conti- 
nue the  contest  to  the  last.     ]f  in  the  end 
It  should  be   lost,  even  in  that  case  he 
thought  the  noble  lord  could  hardly  con- 
tend that  the  struggle  had  been  of  no  ad- 
vantage to  England,  as  the    lengthened 
contest,    weakening    and     waiting     the 
strength  of  our  enemy,  must  naturally  have 
the  clfect  of  increasing  the  security  of  our 
dominions,     if,  pursuing  his  economical 
system,  the  noble  earl  would  forbear  to 
make   such  efforts  in   a  cause    in  which 
England  could  not  but  feel  so  great  an  in- 


terest, and  expose  .the  conn  try  to  all  the 
consequent  danger,  then  would  his  econo- 
mical system  be  the  most  ruinous  and  ex- 
travagant that  could  be  conceived.     The 
noble  earl  next  adverted  to  the    Hspedi- 
tion  to  Copenhagen.    It  was  fitted  out,  he 
contended,  on  the  soundest  principles  of 
justice  and  of  policy.     He  knew,  at    least 
as  far  as  human  testimony  could  go,  that 
It  was  the  intention  of  France  to  apply  the 
Copenhagen  fleet  as  a  part  of  the  means 
she  was  then  preparing  for  the  invasion  of 
this  country.     The  principle  of  the  Or- 
ders in  Council  he  had  now  to    explain. 
France,   as  had  been  said,  was  wilting  to 
let  America  trade — but  not  with  Kngland. 
To  counteract  the  efTect  of  that  Decree  was 
the  intent  of  the  Orders  in  Council.      Our 
commerce  and  manufactures  had  flourisbtd 
more  than  ever  under  those  Orders,  which 
were  a  just  measure  of  retaliation  on  France. 
The  appointments  th:\t  had  been  adverted 
to,  had  not  been  made  in  consequence  of 
the  exertion  of  undue  influence.     Every 
administration,  for  its  own  sake,  would  na- 
turally select  the  most  eflTicient  and  me- 
ritorious public  servants  the}'  could  find« 
— Afler  a  few  words  in  vindication  of  the 
appropriation  of    the  consolidated   fund, 
the  noble  lord  proceeded  to  state  that  our 
great  resources  of  public  wealth  were  in- 
creasing, and  the  nation,  far  from  beini; 
in  a  declining  state.'was  rising,  and  had 
risen,   higher   than  ever  in  commercial 
prosperity*    To  prove  this,  he  would  refer 
their  loraships  to  the  statements  on  their 
table,  from  which  it  appeared  that  our 
Commerce  and  revenue  had  increased  in  a 
most  unexampled  manner.    The  perma- 
nent and  war  taxes  had  greatly  increased 
in  their  produce.    The  permanent  taxes 
in  1808  produced  31»57l,000/. ;  ia   1810, 
34,395,OuO/.     The  noble  lord  gave  a  va- 
riety of  other  statements,  from  which  it 
appeared  that  the  other  branches  of  the 
revenue   were  equally    flourishing     and 
productive. — ^The  state  of  the  army  be  bad 
next  to  speak  of.     It  had  been  spoken  of 
as  falling  off  materially.     He  had  to  state^ 
that  notwithstanding  all  the  circumstances 
of  the  campaigns  in  which  it  had  been  en- 
gaged, its  numbers  were  considerably  in- 
creased, as  it  exceeded   by    more  than 
27,000  men  what  it  was  in  1807.    The 
number  of  vessels  taken  from  the  enemy 
amounted  to  4<)  sail  of  the  line  and  45 
frigates,  making,  with  those  belonging  to 
our  allies,  rescued  from  the  enemy's  gra*p 
j  8  sail  of  the  line  aikd^l  fngatQS.     Inad* 
ditiou  to  tue^c  the  I  reiivb  had  be«ni  for 
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the  first  time  in  anyr  war,  drifen  entirely 
out  of  ihe  West  Indies.  The  French  and 
Dutch  flags  were  tufTered  to  wave  in  that 
hemisphere  no  more,  an  advantage  which 
had  never  been  gained  before,  not  even 
in  the  war  of  1756.     The  famiUr  of  Bra* 

Sauza  had  been  removed  from  French  in- 
uence  and  French    aggression    to   the 
Brazils,  whence  advantages  of  importance 
might  be  expected  to  result  to  this  coun- 
try.    Portugal,  which  had  been  overrun 
by  an  enemy,  had  seen  that  enemy   ex- 
pelled by  British  valour.     Spain  had  been 
encouraged  to  struggle  with  her  oppression 
by  our  example,    'fhe  port  of  Lisbon  was 
now  free,  and  Cadiz  and  Ceuta  were  at 
present  occupied  by  British,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  Spanish  troops.     Such  was  the 
real  state  of  things  at  the  period  when  the 
noble  lord  had  thought  proper  to  move  a 
censure  so  severe  !     Under  this  general 
Tiew  of  our  situation,  he  however,  saw  no 
cause  for  despondence.     He  trusted  that 
the  decision  of  the  House  on  that  night, 
would  shew  that  the  noble  earl  had  made 
out  no  grounds  suflBcient  to  justify  the 
adoption  of  his  motion.     Had  he,  or  any 
of  the  noble  lords  with  whom  he  acted, 
brought  forward  a  motion  of  this  kind, 
during  the  administration  in  which  the 
noble  earl  was  engaged,  what  disgraces, 
calamities,  failures,  and  disasters,  could 
be  not  have  crowded  into  it.     What  co- 
pious themes  for  censure  and  declamation 
would  he  not  have  found  in  the  rash,  ill- 
concerted,  and  frantic  expeditions  to  Con- 
stantinople, Alexandria,  and  Buenos  Ay  res ! 
With  respect  to  the  continent,  our  hopes 
in  that  quarter  were  just  as  bad  when  the 
noble  lord  was  in  power,  as  at  this  mo- 
ment.— "  Look,"   said    the  noble    lord, 
*'  look  at  the  state  of  the  nation  now,  and 
compare  it  with  what  it  was  then.     With 
all  we  have  lost,  the  balance  is  in  favour 
of  the  present  moment.    Russia  at  that 
period  was  nearly  as  she  is  now.    Austria 
certainly  was  not  supported  by  the  admi- 
nistration of  that  day,  and  Prussia  during 
the  short  period  they  were  in  power  fell, 
and  probably  fell  to  rise  no  more."    The 
noble  lord  concluded  with  expressing  his 
satisfaction  at  the  favourable  change  inthe 
posture  of  our  aflairs.  ' 

Earl  Stanhope  was  not  a  little  astonished 
at  the  extraordinary  speech  which  had 
been  just  made  by  the  noble  earl.  He  did 
not  expect  that  he  would  have  presented 
fio  brilliant  a  state  of  the  country  under 
the  present  blessed  administration.  He 
•freed  witb  the  other  9oble  mover  in 


many  points  of  his  speech,  but  yet  he. 
found   it  necessary  to  move  an  amend- 
ment     He  was  a  frank  man, ,  and  he 
wished   to  express    himself  without  ob- 
scurity.    He,  therefore,  wished  to  guard 
himself  from  what  he  could  conceive  an 
imputation  on  his  honour  and  character, 
by  voting  altogether  for  the  motion  of  the 
noble  earl,  without  stating  the  points  in 
which  he  differed  from  him.     He  agreed 
with  him  in  the  general   principle,  that 
the  privilege  of  parliament  must  be  of  ac- 
knowledgea  public  utility,  and  that  those 
privileges  must  be  such  as  were  necessary 
for  their  functions  and  no  more.     So  far 
from  quarrelling  with  this  definition  and 
limitation  of  the  meaning  of  the  word  pri- 
vilege, it  was  because  he  adopted  it  that 
he  should  more  an  amendment.    He  liked 
particularly  the  words  '  and  no  more  ;* 
and  as  he  also  approved  of  the  statement 
of  privilege  being  necessary  to  the  func* 
tion  of  parliament,  it  was  therefore   His 
intention,  by  his  amendment,  to  express 
his  opinion  that  such  only  were  the  privi- 
leges of  the  House  of  Commons,  as  were 
necessary  to  the  discharge  of  its  functions. 
He  did  not  doubt  but  that  there  were  some 
powefs  and  privileges,  necessarily  intrust- 
ed to  every  court  of  justice,  and  to  every 
body  of  persons  who  had  a  duty  imposed 
upon  them ;    but  he  conceived  that  the 
privileges  claimed  in  a  recent  instance 
were  most  extravagant,  and  such  as  could 
not  be  justified  on  any  plea  of  necessity. 
He  had  read  a  pamphlet  lately  written  by 
a  very  imprudent  person  (we  believe  the 
noble  earl  alluded  to  Mr.  Charles  Wil- 
liams Wynn's  pamphlet)  in  which  the 
author  had  raked  out  the  worst  Resolutions 
which  were  to  be  fouttd  in  the  Journals  of 
the  House  of  Commons,  to  support  their 
late  decision.    Those  Resolutions  were, 
however,  so  violent  and  unjust,  that  they 
could  only  disgust  people,  and  shew  with 
what  intemperance  the  House  of  Commons 
.had  acted  in  former  times.    When  they 
particularly  declared  it  to  be  a  breach  of 
privilege  '*  for  publishers  of  papers  to  re- 
fleet  on  the  House,  or  any  of  its  membersa 
for  their  parliamentary  conduct,"  he  would 
ask,  could  any  man  of  common  sense  say. 
that  either  reason  or  justice  could  allow 
such  a  privilege  to  be  carried  to  its  full 
extent  in  a  free  country  ?  He  would  state 
an  act  of  the  House  of  Commons  done  the 
other  day :  A  bill  had  been  brought  in 
there  for  allowing  any  parish  officer,  in  a 
certain  district,  to  punish  as  he  pleased, 
by  flogging,  imprisonment,  or  ptanring 
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fljinjr  0ao{pet»  who  should  appear  td  any  such 
pAriancffi^er,  to  misbetiavo  himself.  Now^ 
air  he  fairppened  to  be  a  peer,  the  House  of 
Ctntvtami  could  not  cdmmit  him ;  but  if 
fa6  wer6  a  Comthoner,  he  would  still  give 
Mi  opinion  of  that  act^  that  it  was  a  most 
infamous  ope;  and  for  giving  such  an 
dpinion,  the  words  of  the  Resolaiion  wfaicli 
b^  had  read,  would  justify  the  House  of 
tiommoiis  hi  sending  him  to  prison.  With 
respect  to  Reform,  he  quoted  the  opinion 
off  sir  Geor^  5avile,  the  patrioUc  member 
fbt  Yorkshire,  whom  he  pronounced  to 
hlivo  been  one  of  the  wisest  and  most 
hottest  men  in  his  day.  He  had  said,  that 
Whfle  the'present  system  of  representation 
eontinned,  general  elections  could  be  look- 
t^6U  in  no  other  lightthan  as  so  many  sep- 
teiinial  fairs  and  markets :  they  were,  in 
truth,  nothfpg  else ;  and  while  the  people 
Wtre  robbed  by  them  of  their  rights,  it 
^ns  little  riifatcer  by  whom  they  were  de- 
^oiled,  whether  aristocrats  or  democrats, 
no  mott^f  what  the  crat$  w^re ;  (a  laugh). 
no  matter  who  were  the  robbers  while  the 
robbing  was  the  ^ame.  To  a  House  of 
Comroona  dioseu  in  such  manner,  &e 
tiiought  it  wodd  be  highly  dangerous  to 
tfommtt  such  a  power. — ^Tbe  noble  earl 
then  told  a  story  of  a  great  borough- 
monger  who  applied  to  a  minister  for  a 
verj*  Tffiponant  place,  and  being  refused,, 
said  ^  you  win  remember  there  are  seven 
of  us."  It  Was  in  yain  for  the  minister  to 
protest  that  the  place  was  already  pro- 
nnsed.  The  laconic  eloquence  of  the  short 
phrase,  "  there  are  seren  of  us/*  being 
repeated,  procured  the  place.-^The  noble 
Mrl  then  adverted  to  the  conduct  of  the 
y{<Hise  in  farmer  instances,  and  complained 
of  fherr  dbuse  of  power  in  the  Aylesbury 
ease  and  hi  that  of  Wilkes.  He  concurred 
with  th^  noble  mov^r  upon  the  subject  of 
tlie  Catfholic  claims,  and  complimented  him, 
and  those  who  acted  with  him',  onhis  eflfbrts 
in  that  important  cause.«*Upon  the  subject 
pf  invasion  he  had  already  stated  his  opinion, 
^nd  had  recommended  the  employ  of  long 
two'deckers  that  wonld  draw  little  water, 
us  the  ships  best  calculated  to  uct  against 
the  enemy  in  their  attempts  upon  us  in  the 
shallov^  water  near  our  coast.— He  next 
adverted  to  the  alarming  depreciation  of 
our  paper  currency,  and  asked,  what  we 
were  to  do  in  case  either  of  an  invasion  or 
of  a  short  harvest  ?  and,  if  the  bank  of 
England  paper  currency  should  come  to 
*  standi  whht  would  become  of  the  far 
greater  proportion  of  country  bank  note 
iir^ttlttioit  t   In  ci0e  of  a  fauitre  in  their 


harvest,  would  America  be  on  txuih  A  foot- 
ing  With  this  Country  as  to  ^(nft  of  her 
supplying  us  With  corn  ?  or  in  tm^e  of  the 
total  depreciation  of  pap^i"  taotiey  how 
were  we  to  pay  our  tradesmen  «t  the  enonf 
of  evei^  week,  when  a  guinea  nor  a  ahilling 
would  bti  no  longer  visible  f — The  nobre 
earl  then  adverted  td  the  divisions  sup* 
posed  to  exist  among  his  Majesty's  minis- 
ters, and  indulged  in  a  humofmnis  tone  of 
observation  on  the  supposed  subjects  of 
controvers  V  among  each  other,  wnicEir  di- 
verted then*  attention  from  the  more  im* 
portant  objects  of  the  governmeitft.     He 
imaeinctd  one  of  the  ministers  cbarging 
another  with  the  defection  of  Russia  ;  that 
other  ch&rging  a  third  with  the  Copen- 
bagen  robbery,  and  the  final  subjogatton 
of  Austria;  a  fourth  flile&cing  bis  oppo- 
nent with  the  ominoot  mention  of  the  Ex* 
pedition  to  the  Scheldt;    while   a  fifth  ^ 
bore  down  upon  them  afl  with  the  cHiarge 
of  their  weak  or  treacherous  defence  of 
the  royal  Duke  and  his  Ihtle  darfiog  (a 
laugh).    The  crv  of  No  Privilege  was  an- 
swered by  No  I^ery.    He  did  not  be- 
lieve that  his  noble  friends  (the  Opposition} 
were  much  vexed  by  those  divisions ;  (a 
laugh)  they  were  too  anxious  to  serve  their 
country,  to  disdain  to  ts&o  advantage  of 
them.  (A  laugh).  The  mutual  zeal  of  the 
two  candidate  parties  had  Mmiethnes,  bow- 
ever,  produced  contests  in  which  the  House 
had  abundant  opportunity  to  recognise 
the  civrlitv  of  Saint  Giles's  and  the  polife« 
ness  of  Billingsgate.     He  belfevetf  that  it 
would  be  the  best  service  the  two  parties 
could  render  to  their  Kiilg  and  country, 
that  they  should  hang  together.  (A  lao^h). 
After  some  ftirther  observations  in  a  similar 
strain,  the  noble  ear!  concluded  by  mov- 
ing as  an  Amendment,  ^  That  (hat  House 
would  pledge  themselves  to  maintain  thtf 
hw  of  the  land,  to  which  they  deemed  the 
right  of  trial  by  joiy,  and  the  preserving 
the  liberty  of  the  subject  as  indispensable. 

The  Earl  of  Suffolk  strpported  trie  amend- 
ment. He  entered  into  a  discussion  upon 
the  conduct  of  minister}  with  respect  to 
the  way  in  which  the  war  was  carried  on 
in  Spain,  and  expressed  his  apprehensions 
tMit  it  was  not  likeTy  to  succeed;  not,  he 
thought,  from  any  want  of  public  spirit  is 
the  6paniard$,  but  flrom  %h€  want  of  that 
which  of  all  others  hidnced  men  to  stand 
forth  in  defence  of  their  country — ^namely, 
constitutioiaaf  liberty. 

Lord  Enkine  said,  that  there  was  one 
part  df  the  Address  as  proposed  by  bis 
Bobie  friend/  the  importance  *of  wfaith 
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^wallowed  up,  in  his  mind,  every  other 

Solitical  coQsiderution !  If  a  well  arranged 
L^form  in  the  Bepresentation  of  the  House 
of  Coninons  could  only  be  brought  about 
by  ihe  ways  of  (be  constitution ;  he  would 
willingly  araw  the  curtain  oyer  the  past| 
certain  of  a  new  sera  of  prosperity  and  hap- 
piness. For  such  a  benefit  he  would  give 
an  immediate  release  to  his  Majesty's  mi- 
nisters for  the  errors  of  Walcheren,  and 
for  all  other  errors.  Indeed,  in  the  pre- 
aent  state  of  parliament,  be  thought  that 
no  administration  could  permanently  pro- 
mote the  essential  interests  of  th^  country, 
(lord  urey  here  s^id  across. the  (louse^ 
that,  'f  He  bad  not  said  so'')  Lord  Erskine 
said,  that  be  was  not  quoting  his  noble 
friend,  but  was  deliyering  bisown  opinion, 
an  opinion  which  had  formerly  been  de- 
livered by  Mr.  Pitt  bimselC  even  in  tbf 
form  of  a  Besolution  on  the  subject*-— 
]Lordf  Erskine  said,  be  was  well  convinced 
that  bis  noble  friend  bad  never  deviated, 
and  never  would,  from  the  principles  oi 
bis  honourable  life.  He  desired  to  remind 
him,  that  they  b^d  acted  together  from  the 
beginning  in  that  great  cause  ^  that  he 
had  seconded  the  motion  oT  his  noble 
friend  in  the  House  of  Commons ;  that  be 
had  followed  in  his  steps  ;  had  promoted 
all  hiseSorts^  and  shared  with  him  in  all 
the  calumnies  of  which  his  noble  friend 
had  so  just  a  title  to  complain.  In  some 
quarters  a  most  malignant,  and  in  others  a 
moat  i^porant  clamour  had  been  at  that 
time  raised  against  them ;  but  that  very 
recollection  ought  to  impose  the  most 
abundant  caution  in  judging  of  the  views 
and  motives  of  others  who  were  engaged 
in  the  same  cause.  For  his  pwn  part,  he 
did  not  believe  that  there  was  any  body 
of  men  in  [the  kingdom,  he  would  go 
farther  and  say,  that  be  did  not  know 
even  an  individual  whom  he  believed  to 
be  adverse  to  the  British  constitutioa 
though  there  w^re  no  doubt  a  variety  of 
opinions  as  to  the  best  means  of  its  resto« 
ration.  Abstractedly  speaking,  the  best 
reason  for  reform  was  in  the  hour  of  peaoi, 
but  there  was  not  always  a  choice.  Be- 
forms  were  only  safe  when  they  proceeded 
apontaneously  nrom  the  justice  or  prudence 
of  governments,  instead  of  being  forced 
upon  them  by  the  discontents  of  the  peo- 
ple. He  hoped,  therefore,  that  the  highest 
ranky  and  orders  would  ta^e  the  lesul  in 
the  honr  of  their  infloence  to  avert  them. 
With  regard  to  that  part  of  the  sul^ect 
which  related  to  the  privileges  of  tiue 
^  Hf  use  of  Coipmonib  ho  was  oSy  imKtoiis 


that  his  sentiuMOts  as  cj&pressed  upon  a 
former  occasion  should  not  be  misunder- 
stood. Those  sentiments,  he  should  never 
shrink  from  avowing  iinder  any  circum- 
stances and  at  all  times  ;  b^t  the  time  had 
not  yet  arrived  for  judgin^^  of  the  question, 
as  pointed  at  by  his  noble  Briend,  nor  could 
he  agree  that  the  House  of  Lords  was  tha 
forum  where  it  should  bo  now  discussed* 
No  man  would  more  firmly  or  jealously 
support  the  privileges  of  Parliament  than 
he  would,  if  they  were  considered  to  be  a 
a  branch  of  the  law  of  the  landf  to  be  ex- 
pounded by  the  judges  of  the  law  as  in 
all  other  cases*  That  W8#  the  propo^tioa 
which  he  had  maintained,  and  withool  it 
every  body  must  see,  that  one  branch  of 
the  lef^islature  might  overthrow  all  the 
securities  whioh  the  three  together  had 
consented  to  eqact  for  the  liberties  of  the 
people.  The  application  of  the  principU 
to  the  particular  case  he  had  not  anticipated. 
He  had  only  claimed  for  the  King's  sub- 
jects, that  it  should  fall  into  the  ordinary- 
course  of  jostioe  in  the  King's  courts,  and 
that  very  course  the  Commons  themselves 
had  since  pursued-  The  tim^  would  theren* 
fore  shortly  come  when  the  House  might 
judicially  have  to  consider  the  result* 
Lord  Erskine  said  he  could  by  no  meana 
look  upon  the  strong  zeal  and  feelings  of 
the  people  upon  such  a  sobiject  as  any 
just  cause  of  blame ;  more  especially  whea 
they  looked  only  to  the  decision  of  the  law> 
and  if  the  opinions  which  ha  himself  had 
delivered  were  erroneous  and  dangerous, 
how  much  more  liitjtudfl  ought  to  be  given 
to  the  errors  of  the  multitude,  who  hid  not 
the  same  opportunities  of  study  and  prao* 
ticein.what  belonged  to  the  support  of 
their  liberties.  It  should  always  be  re- 
membered, that  bv  the  tame  warm  seal 
the  constitution  baa  been  repeatedly  con- 
quered from  power  and  oppression.  Is 
should  never  be  forgotten,  bow  many  nohio 
ud  ardent  spirits  had  toiled  and  bled  in 
the  cause  of  Britiab  freedom ;  it  was  noiw, 
thank  God,  firmly  established ;  and  instead 
of  apprehension  and  alarm,  he  could  not 
possibly  conceive  a  greater  subject  of  ex- 
ultation and  aecority  above  all  in  these 
days  of  revolution,  than  to  see  the  whob 
body  of  the  people  looking  to  nothing  for 
their  deliverance  but  the  established  law 
and  government  of  the  country.  What 
that  Uw  was,  would  ^appear  in  its  due  sea- 
son and  in  ita  proper  place.  Lord  Er^ne 
said,  he  felt  roocb  concern  that  it  should 
be  thought  to  disturb  the  views  of  publia 
men  in  the  pursuit  of  great  pubhc'obpct^ 
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that  they  coaM  not  entirely  agree  upon 
every  subject  which  could  possibly  arise 
in  the  complicated  concerns  of  a  state. 
For  his  own  part^  he  should  never  wish  to 
disturb  others  who  might  think,  they  could 
only  serve  their  country  upon  this  im- 
practicable system  of  universal  confor- 
mity* He  could  retire  with  pleasure  to  the 
fields  won  by  his  labours,  and  when  he 
found  the  flowers  around  him  of  various 
smells  and  colours,  he  might  perhaps  feel 
disposed  to  ask  his  friends  in  the  busy 
V7orld,  why  the  Author  of  Nature  had  not 
made  them  all  exactly  like  cne  another. 

The  Lord  OkmceUor  said,  that  if  his 
noble  and  learned  friend  could  reconcile 
the  speech  he  had  just  made,  with  the  one 
that  was  attributed  to  him,  as  uttered  by 
him  on  a  former  night,  he  could  effect 
that  which  he  thought  not  very  easy. 
The  noble  lord's  former  speech  had  been 
certainly  grossly  misunderstood;  but  it 
was  in  the  power  of  any  person  to  get  the 
speech  at  a  bookseller's  shop.  The  learn- 
ed lord  vindicated  his  conduct  in  the  pro- 
secation  for  high  treason,  brought  forward 
by  him  when  attorney -general,  and  was 
willing  to  rest  his  credit  with  posterity  on 
the  manner  in  which  he  had  stated  the 
law  to  the  jury  on  those  occasions.  He 
could  not  see  the  propriety  of  the  noble 
earl's  amendment.  It  appeared  to  bim  to 
be  a  distinction  without  a  difference.  The 
trial  by  jury  and  the  liberty  of  the  subject 
could  t>e  only  maintained  by  the  inaiate- 
nance  of  the  essential  privileges  of  parlia- 
ment. If  these  fell  to  the  ground,  the 
others  must  come  to  nothing.  The  noble 
lord  then  went  into  the  argument  of  con- 
tempts being  summarily  punished  without 
the  intervention  of  a  jury  in  the  courts 
below.  He  appealed  to  all. the  judicial 
authorities,  if  the  process  of  attachment 
for  contempts  was  not  as  much  a  part  of 
the  lex  terra  as  the  trial  by  jury.  He 
then  applied  this  to  the  case  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  and  asked  if  this  power  was 
not  allowed,  how  they  could  possibly  en- 
force the  inquisitorial  and  jurisdictional 
functions  ?  He  asked  if  lords  Somers,  Cow- 
per,  Nottingham,  or  any  of  the  most  illus- 
trious of  his  predecessors,  had  ever  hesi- 
tated to  commit  in  cases  of  contempt :  a 
case  had  occurred  in  which  a  libel  had 
been  published  upon  the  proceedings  of 
his  learned  friend  (lord  Erskine)  when 
holding  the  great  seal— and  what  had  his 
noble  friend  done?  He  committed  the 
parties,  the  man  and  his  wife,  forthwith 
to  th(  Fleet,  and  he  acted  most  rightly. 


The  noble  lord  then  combatted  the  objec- 
tion of  abuse  on  the  ground  of  the  neces- 
sity of  vesting  discretion  somewhere,  and 
said  that  the  objection  would  hold  only 
when  they  could  procure  persons  divested 
of  human  weaknesses  to  conduct  bumaii 
affairs;  but  as  long  as  men  had  the  ma- 
nagement of  them,  they  must  be  liable  to 
the  infirmities  of  men. 

The  Duke  of  Norfolk  said,  that   there 
was  not  one  word  in  the  motion    from 
which  he  could  dissent,  with  the  exception 
of  that  which  referred  to  the  privileges  of 
parliament.     He  codld  not  help  express- 
ing a  wish  that  this  topic  had  been  alto- 
gether oniiited  upon  the  occasion ;   but  as 
It  had  been  obtruded,  he  must  fairly  own, 
that  he  could  not  acquiesce  in  the  opinion 
of  his  noble  friend,  and  therefore  he  would 
vote  for  the  amendment.    With  all  that 
appeared  in  the  motion  that  bad  been  ad- 
vanced by  his  noble  friend  respecting  the 
support  of  the  prerogative  of  the  crown, 
and  the  rights  of  the  church,  and  the  ge- 
neral merits  of  the  constitution,  he  fully 
concurred,  and  as  to  the  privileges  of  par- 
liament he  did  admit  that  they  formed  a 
part  of  the  law  of  the  land.    But  he  would 
be  understood  to  mean  only  those   privi- 
leges which  were  consistent  and  neces- 
sary;   and,  among  these;  he  could  not 
class  that  privilege,  the  recent  exercise  of 
which  had  created  so.  much  discussion  and 
alarm.     Let  it  be  supposed  that  the  House 
of  Commons  committed  a  man  for  a  libel 
written  the  day  after  the  commencement 
of  the  session,  and  that  another  man  was 
committed  for  a  still  more  cflensive  libel 
the  day  before  the  conclusion  of  the  ses- 
sion— how  unequal  must  the  punishment 
be  upon  two  such  oflenders,  and  was  it,  he 
would  aik,  compatible  with  common  jus- 
tice or  common  sense,  that  a  power  of 
punishing  so  unequally  could  belong  lo 
any  body  of  men  in  this  or  any  free  con- 
stitution.   Yet  such  was  the  power  claim- 
ed and  exercised  by  the  House  of  Com- 
mons— a  power  of  which  he  could  not 
hesitate  to  declare  his  unqualified  disap- 
probation.   Whether  the  exercise  of  this 
power  on  a  recent  occasion  would  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  consideration  of  a  jury,  or 
what  the  rcsirit  might  be,  he  could  uot 
pretend  to  say ;  but  he  would  repeat  that 
he  regretted  the  introduction  of  the  ques- 
tion in  this  instance,  particularly  under 
the  circumstance  in  which  that  question 
had  been  brought  forward.     Having  been 
however  so  introduced,  he  could  not  con* 
sistently  decline  to  declare  his  opiniom 
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noble  friend  efi  ihe  anestien  of  the  pri« 
vilegee  end  righu  or  patUemftal.  He 
tbbagbt  tke  other  Hoase  was  indebted  to 
his  noble  friend  for  tb%  attention  boJbed 
paid .  Ihe  subject,  in  bringing  it  under  the 
constdcraiMofi  of  honoarable  and  enlight* 
cned  minds»  The  sending  oat  es|Mdi« 
lions,  which  bad  been  the  subject  of  tbd 
noble  earl's  observations,  called  for  bis 
disapprobation.  Mioisteiii  had  not  applied 
their'  expeditions  to  advaotageous  pur* 
poses»  With  respect  to  the  continoaiiott 
of  the  wart  uid  the  eoononi/  which  was 
necessary,  it  was  his  lordship's  opinion 
that  nothing  but  the  principles  of  eoo- 
nofny  could  aTcrt  the  erlls  proceeding 
lirom  the  conMt.  The  war  tatfesj  and  the 
sorplos  of  the  consolidated  fund  was  our 
4m\y  dependence}  and  if  economy  was 
not  strictly  adhered  to  oar  resources  would 
iooB  prove  inadequate.  But  while  he 
ooncurrcd  Iritb  his  noble  friend  upon  that 
point,  aa  Well  with  regard  to  all  that  he 
tiSMl  wrged  upon  tha  misconduct  of  nainis- 
lersi  and  particularly  relative  to  their  fi* 
nattoial  prooeedings,  he  must  diffiir  from 
bias  upon  the  subject  of  Reform  and  the 
olaims  of  the  Catholics.  As  to  the  latter^ 
be  was  rather  surprised  at  the  passage  of 
the  Address^  which  advarted  to  that  topic, 
because,  in  fact,  the  motion  a  few  nights 
since  being  only  to  refer  the  petition  of 
the  Catho^  to  Ihe  consideration  of  a 
CommitteOf  thef%  was  no  okam  rt|ected, 
for  no  claini  was  distinctly  preferred  by 
Ibo  noble  moter^  With  respect  to  Re> 
for«i,  be  tnls  as  ready  as  any  man  to  ad^ 
ttnt  that  tbare  were  many  ieriouti  evils 
whtoh  called  for  a  veflnedy*  But  as  he 
did  not  ihiok  tbrt  any  of  tbese  evils  arose 
out  of  the  construction  ef  parliamentt  so 
he  could  not  adasit  that  a  parliamentary 
Beform  would  be  the  proper  remedy .    The 

Kod  reittiting  from  the  conduct  of  par- 
asent  wan  evident  in  the  improvement 
that  bad  taken  place,  the  poorer  and  pros* 
pertly  wbieh  the  conntty  had  attained 
vnder  the  suspioea  of  thai  parliament  was 
undeniable^  sisd  tberefore,  he  could  not 
tansent  to  the  change  priposed--of  conrsa 
he  conhl  not  assent  to  the  metiett«  But 
there  #ere  other  grounds  which  would 
restrain  htm  irom  giving  that  assent.  He 
tras  adverse  to  a  general  motion  of  this 
nature  under  any  cirdumstance%and  there* 
lore  he  would  hnve  oppoaad  thai  bvonght 
forward  in  the  course  of  the  lait  session, 
bad  not  indiapoiition  pravanted  htm  from 
pMudkag  in  his  place,  if  a^F  qMoHk 
yoL.  XVII. 
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proposition  upon  a  particular  subjeat  wm^ 
submitted  to  the  consideration  of  thn 
HousOf  he  would  be  aS  ready  ae  any  other 
nobte  lord  to  enter  into  it.  But  he  could 
not  see  the  utility  of  any  siich  motion  an 
that  before  the  House,  while  there  wan 
reason  to  apprehend  that  very  serious  in* 
convenietioes  might  result  from  its  adop- 
tion. His  noble  friend  could  not  expect 
that  which  he  concurred  with  him  its 
wishing^  that  the  adoption  of  this  motioo 
would  lead  to  the  removal  of  his  Majesty'a 
present  ministers»  Then^  if  it  would  not^ 
what  useful  end  could  be  answered  by  thn 
insertion  of  such  a  motion  upon  their 
lordship's  Journals?  Feeling  as  he  did 
that  the  administration  was  by  no  meane 
such  as  the  crisis  of  the  country  called  for 
— 4hat  they  were  incapable,  that  thejr 
were  weak'— still  he  would  not  assent  to  n 
motion  which  could  only  serve  to  ag gra« 
vale  that  incapacjty^to  increase  that  weak<* 
ness.  Upon  these  grounds  he  would  reai 
for  the  justification  of  his  objections  to  the 
Address. 

The  Earl  of  Dmuwghmere  took  occasion 
to  declare  as  the  advocate  of  the  Catho* 
lies,  that  he  sought  their  object  as  matt^ 
of  rights  and  upon  thatground  alone  would 
he  consent  to*  accept  that  object. 

The  Marquis  of  LmtdaiKm  vraa  foUr 
convinced  of  the  strong  necessity  which 
pleaded  for  the  privileges  alluded  to#  and 
upon  the  ground  of  that  necessity  alone 
could  he  Wish  for  their  existente«  or  jus* 
tify  their  exercise.  The  privikge  dainn 
ed  was,  in  fact»  nothing  more  than  waa 
necessary  to  preserve  the  safety  and  inta« 
grtty  of  any  court,  and  to  the  court  of  par* 
liament  it  appeared  to  his  mind  peculiarly 
requisite,  in  consequence  of  the  liability' 
of  that  court  to  be  opposed  to  e*her  eonrta 
•MO  be  obstructed  by  the  crown  it8ei& 
And  aa  to  any  danger  Vrom  the  uae  of  this 
privilege  to  the  security  of  popular  freH* 
dom«  from  the  popular  branch  of  the  le« 
gislature,  responsible  as  Uiat  branch  was  fat 
its  conduct  to  the  people  themselves,  the 
idea  seemed  quite  visionary .-^After  ad* 
verting  to  the  manner  in  wnich  ministoca 
conducted  the  war,  particularly  in  8paipi» 
the  noble  lord  took  a  Tiaw  of  their  com^ 
mercial  system.  Of  that  system  he  ob* 
served,  that  the  noble  earl  (Liverpool) 
Seemed  quite  disposed  to  boast,  and  aa 
the  #anBth  of'  his  eloquence,  maintained 
that  thh  aecarity  of  ^.at  system  would 
have  been  eodangeredy  nay  more^  that 
the  country  might  have  been  exposed  to 
invasim^  it  it  ware  ml  for  Ihtaxtaosivn 
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plan  of  operations  which  the  noble  earl 
And  his  colieagues  thought  proper  in  their 
wisdom  to  adopt.— ^But  he  would  beg  to 
ask  the  noble  earl,  or  any  man  of  common 
candour,  whether  with  a  view  to  protect 
eur  commerce  and  guard  against  invasion, 
it  was  necessary  to  sacrifice  an  army  in 
Spain,  or  to  send  such  a  large  force  last 
tfumxfier  upon  the  expedition    to    Wal-* 
theren  ?  Was  it  necessary  to  the  protec- 
tion of  our  commerce,  and  particularly  of 
eur  coasting  trade,  to  draw  the  whole  of 
our  naval  force  into  a  net  for  the  parpose 
of  proceeding  upon  that  miserable  and 
mischievous  expedition  ?  But  on  the  sub- 
ject of  commerce,  the  noble  earl  put  forth 
an  account  of  exports  and  im^^orts,  to 
shew  the  effect,  no  doubt,  of  their  com- 
fnercial  policy.     It  happened,  hbwever, 
that  he  omitted  to  bring  forward  any  re- 
port of  that  year,  in  which  alone  the  cele- 
brated Orders  in  Council  were  in  opera- 
tion.   No,  that  year  in  which  ministers 
ventured  to  act  upon  their  boasted  system 
of  commercial  policy  was   kept  out  of 
view.    The  year  1 809  seemed  quite  for- 
gotten by  the  noble  earl,  and  for  this 
plain  reason,  that  in  that  year,  when  the 
Orders  in  Council  were  in  action,  there 
was  a  deficiency  in  our  exports  and  im- 
ports to  the  amount  of  six  millions ;  there- 
fore, ministers  found  it  necessary  to  swerve 
from  their  system,  to  relax  their  Orders  in 
Council.     They  silently  and   gradually 
departed  from  them,  and  to  that  depar- 
•  tare,  which  they  still  declined  to  avow, 
was  owing  the  change  of  which  the  noble 
earl  boasted.     Then,  as  to  their  financial 
policy,  it  was  very  true,  that  it  differed 
iirora  that  of  their  predecessors.     In  what, 
however,    did    this    difference   consist  ? 
Their  predecessors  proposed  to  place  the 
war  taxes  in  such  a  state  as  to  insure  their 
redemption  at  stated  periods,  and  to  keep 
the  expenditure  within  the  income,  or  to 
raise  the  latter  to  a  level  with  the  former; 
but  the  noble  earl  and  his  colleagues  had 
revened  that  system ;  they  had  already 
mortgaged  a  proportion  of  the  war  taxes, 
and  from  their  recent  diminution  of  the 
Mrplas  of  the  consolidated  '  fund,  they 
ceemed  resolved  to  go  on  with  a  growing 
drficienc}'   in    the    permanent   revenue, 
without  any  corresponding  provision  for 
the  future.    But,  among  the  points  ad- 
verted to  bv  the  noble  earl,  he  confessed 
that  he  was  quite  surprised  to  find  that  no 
notice  was  taken  of  the  state  of  our  paper 
currency*     Not  a  word   was  said  upon 
thii  ijBtpoitaiit  aubject^^^nd  he  ntost  iafer 


from  that  circumstance,  that  which  thers 
was  too  much  reason  to  believe,  that   mi- 
nisters had  paid  no  attention  whatever    to 
this  alarming  topic.     What,  then,  was  th« 
country  to  think  of  their  capacity  and  de- 
votion to  their  duty  ?  It  now  appeared^ 
that  in  the  year   1809  there  had  been  a 
greater  increase  of  our  paper  currency, 
than  the  currency  of  coin  ia  all  Eoropo 
amounted  to  within  an^  one  year  sinc^ 
the  discovery  of  America,     llie  conae- 
qoence  of  this  extraordinary  issue  (which 
he  did  not  mention  with  any  view  to  ao* 
cuse  those  concerned  in  managing  th» 
Bank  since  the  restriction  of  cash  pity* 
ments)  was  quite  notorious.    In  fact*  the 
depreciation  of  paper  was  such  as  to  ba 
felt  in  all  the  orders  of  society.— The  ef« 
fectsofthe  paper  system  were  particit* 
larly  severe  upon  the  labouring  claases, 
among  whom  any  man  wlio  had  two  or 
three  childreui  was  under  the  neoeiaity  of 
applying  for  parochial  aid,  which  was  a 
thing  never  known  or  heard  of  before— > 
which  was  a  thing,  in  fact;  never  contem* 
plated  by  the  poor  laws  or  by  any  law 
whatever.     Yet  such  was  the  result  of  a 
system,  which  it  appeared  had  not  even 
attracted  the  notice  of  his  Majesty's  mi- 
nisters.    The  noble  marquis   concluded 
with  expressing  his  entire  concurrenca 
with  the  opinion  of  the  noble  mover,  par- 
ticularly with  respect  to    the  Catholic 
question,  and  the  necessity  of  a  prompt 
and  proper  attention  to  the  wishes  of  tha 
people  upon  the  subiect  of  reform. 

The  Earl  of  BucJnngkamihire  supported 
the  opinion  of  bis  noble  friend  (lord  Sid- 
mouth),  and  adverting  to  a  statement  af 
the  noble  mover  of  the  Catholic  questioii 
a  few  nights  ago,  denied  that  any  thing 
had  ever  been  granted  to  the  Catholics 
under  the  influence  of  intimidation.  Hav- 
ing been  in  Ireland  at  the  time  of  tha 
grant  alluded  to,  he  was  enabled  to  say, 
that  in  no  dispatch  sent  to  this  coontry 
was  it  ever  stated  or  insinuated  that  any 
danger  was  to  be  apprehended  from  a  re» 
sistance  to  the  claims  of  the  Catholics. 

Earl  Spencer  could  say  from  his  own  re* 
collection,  that  the  noble  earl  had  stated 
the  fact  correctly,  no  symptom  of  alarm 
had  been  expressed,  though  the  claims  t>f 
the  Catholics  were  acceded  to  with  a  very 
bad  grace.  As  to  the  motion,  it  should 
have  his  support.  Upon  the  subject  of 
reform,  he  haid  always  great  doubt  whe- 
ther it  would  lead  to  the  good  expected, 
mixed  with  some  apprehensions  that  it 
might  le^  to  macb  eYt{.    But  yet  he  had 


597} 


PAKL.  DEBATES,  Jvnb  15,  lBlO.^Siat€</ai  Nktion. 


[599 


formed  no  decided  opinion^  and  was  qvtte 
willing  10  enter  into  the  consideration 
of  it. 

'The  Earl  of  Darnle^  tbousht  the  neces- 
sity of  some  relbrm  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons  qaite  obvious  from  the  scandaJooM 
transactions  disclosed  npon  toe  discussion 
of  the  sale  of  4^au  in  that  Hoose»  (aiiud- 
ing  to  the  case  of  ioni  CasUereagh  and 
Mr.  Perceral)  and  also  from  the  conduct 
of  that  House  upon  the  subject  of  the 
Walcheren  espeduion.  What,  he  would 
ask»  would  th«ir  lordships  feel,  if  in  the 

f progress  of  corruption,  it  should  be  pub- 
ic ly  avowed  that  peerages  were  bought 
and  sold  ?  and  what  would  their  lordships 
think  of  the  assembly  who  supported  a 
minister  convicted  of  an  equally  scaoda- 
lotts  act,  and  who  also  acquitted  his  ac- 
complice in  that  act,  the  guilt  of  that  ac- 
complice being  aggrarated  by  the  projec- 
tion of  the  most  silly  and  calamitous  ex- 
pedition ever  sent  out  by  any.  government 
acting  under  the  influence  of  common 
sense  or  common  humanity  ? 

Lord  Enkme  said,  that  he  only  rose 
again  in  consequence  of  what  had  been 
said  concerning  an  attachment,  which  he 
bad  issued  when  he  sat  in  the  court  of 
chancery.      Howeyer    that    proceeding 
might  be  thought  releyant  by  the  House 
of  Commons,  to  illustrate  the  practice  of 
the  courts  of  law,  in  cases  of  contempts  so 
as  to  induce  them  to  tnuoduce  it  into  the 
lieportofitheir  Committee  of  Privileges,  he 
could  not  possibly  conceive  bow  it  coald  be 
fitly  introduced  upon  the  present  occasion, 
ekher  to  involve  him  in  any  iiiconsist« 
eocy,  or  to  make  use  of  it  as  an  authority. 
There  were  no  facU  before  their  lordships 
regarding  the  particular  proceeding  of 
the  House  of  Commons,  which  his  noble 
friend  waa  so  anxious  to  support.    There 
was  nothinff  whatever  before  the  House, 
so  as  to  altbnl  any  possible  comparison 
with  any  other  proceeding  in  parliament, 
or  in  any  other  court.    Neither  had  be 
(lord  Erskine)  ever  delivered  any  opinion 
upon  the  validity  of  the  proceeding  in 
question,  beeaose  they  would  probably 
have  judicially  to  consider  them.      He 
bad  only  maintained,  and  was  still  of  opi- 
nion, that  the  facts,  whatever  they  were, 
should  be  brooght  to  the  standard  of  the 
law/  In  the  case  alluded  to,  of  the  com* 
mitment  for  contempt  of  the  court  of  chan* 
eery,  if  the  persons  inuprtsoned  under  it, 
had  brought  a  Habeas  Corpus  to  be  de- 
livered iirom  the  imprisonment,  he  appre- 
hended thai  it  iroula  Mt  have  been  ivffi* 


cient  to  have  drawn  up  the  order,  thai, 
they  were  committed  by  the  lord  chaA*  < 
cellor  for  a  contempt,  but  that  the  order 
must  have  specified,  and  with  all  legal 
precision  in  what  the  ofience  to  the  coaift 
consisted,  that  ttie  King's  Judges  Iwght 
know  whether  there  had  been  such  an  aci 
as  legally  constituted  a  contempt  Thia 
had  been  twice  decided,  as  would  be  foand 
in  the  Reports  of  lord  chief  justice  Vaughan 
in  consequence  of  commitmeBtfl  lor  con* 
tempts  of  the  court  of  chancery  by  sir 
Nicholas  Bacon  when  lord  keeper.  Ia 
these  cases,  the  parties  committed  wera 
discharged  by  the  court  of.  King's  bench 
because  they  were  committed  for  a  .co»» 
tempt  generally,  instead  of  specifying  tha 
cause  uf  iheir  commitment,  from  which 
iie  drew  this  conclusion,  that  the  liberty  of 
the  bubject  could  only  be  judged  of  by  the 
judges  ill  the  King's  courts.  Otherwise^ 
every  inferior  court  of  record  might  im- 
prison tor  any  length  of  time,  ibr  just 
what  they  pleased. 

The. LoF<<  Chancflhr,  hi  answer  to. these 
authorities  said*  That  at  that  time  the 
.court  jof  chancery  had  not  risen  to  its  pre* 
sent  settled  raiik  in  Westminster  Hail, 
and  that  there  was  a  great  jealousy  regard- 
ing its  authority  in  the  courts  of  law;  but 
that  these  doctrines  and  cases  could  noir 
have  no  force  or  application. 

•Earl  Grey  rose  to  reply  to  the  argn<* 

ments  which  had  been  used  in  oppoeitiea 

to  his  Address.     He  felt  it  .unnecessary  to 

us4  many  words  on  the  occasion,. after  tha 

able  answers  which  most  of  the  observa* 

tions  on  the  other  side  had  received,  from 

his  noble  friend  near  him  (the  marquis  of 

Lansdowne.)    To  his  observations  oo  the 

financial  state  of  the  country,  the  noble 

secretary  of  state  had  not  been  able  to 

answer  a  single  word.     He  was  therefore* 

saved  the  necessity  of  troubling  the  House. 

on  that  head.     There  were  one  or  two 

points,  however,  on  which  he  must  be  al« 

lowed  to  trespass  a  little  oo  their  lord« 

ships'  indulgence.    The  noble  secretary 

had  asked,  would  not  he  (earl  Grey,)  if  ia 

office,  have  sent  an  army  to  Spain  ?   Ha 

had  even  asked,  would  he  have  dared  noc 

to  send  an  army  ta  Spain  ^    No  heart  ia 

this  country,  he  would  venture  to  affirm* 

ever  felt  more  warmly  in  the  cause  of  tha 

Spanish  people  than  he  did ;   but*  at  th» 

same  time,  he  should  not  have  tbaoght  hSm- 

self  entitled  to  indulge  bis  own  feelina  at 

the  expence  ofsoond  discretion  and  policy. 

He  should  not  have  lelt  it  to  be  hia  dnty 

to  fend  an  army  lo  the  aiaieMpM  aC^aiiw 
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if  lift  had  not  nea  that  Ihere  exuted  a  sufi*  j 
CMRt  spirit  in  the  people  of  that  country  to 
cttaUe  tfoein  to  profit  by  oor  assistance  ; 
and  liad  be  not  also  seen  that  there  were 
the  meaos  of  providing  a  sufficient  sop 
ply  ai  pronsions.      It*  these  things  had 
not  appeared  to  he  satisfactoriiy  ascer^ 
tained,  he,  should  not  have  conceired  the 
seading  an  army  to  Spain  to  be  a  iioe  ol 
conduct  which  liis  duty  dictated  to  hin. 
If  his  conduct  in  thinr  respect  should  have 
been  disapproved,  4>ne  only  course  would 
hare  remained  to  him,  namely,  te  have 
sacrificed  his  situation  to  what  Ke  esteemed 
his  duty.     But,  said  the  noble  secretary^ 
%H>ald  the  country  have  borne  this  i  Here 
the  secret  burst  forth :    here  was  to  be 
seen  the  principle  which  uat€ormly  f»* 
▼erned  a  weak  administration.     What  was 
this,  but  in  other  words  asking,  what  would 
the  newspapers  say  f   Men  who  could  act 
on  such  a  principle,  were  net  fit  to  be  eiw 
tittsted  with  the  affairs  of  a  great  nation. 
He  should  now  beg  to  say  a  few  words  as  to 
the  state  of  the  catholics  in  Ireland.     On 
this  subject,  the  noble  secretcury,  abandon- 
ing bis  usual  course  of  proceeding,  had 
said,  that  a  concession  ought  to  have  been 
made  by  the  catholics,  without  which 
their  claims  could  not  be  safely  listened 
to.     He  had  stated,  on  a  former  night,  the 
expectations  and  promises  which  had  been 
made  to  the  catholics,  in  eonse^uenee  of 
whidi  th^y  bad  sacrificed  their  national 
legislatare,  and  the  grievous  disappoint* 
meats  to  which  (they  had  since  been  sub* 
jected.     Was   there  a  man  srhe  co«ld 
doabt,  that  if  their  own  parliament  had 
now  existed,  they  would  not  long  sinee 
]iave  got  what  they  were  asking?   would 
they  nave  confirmed  the  union,  but  for 
the  fatal  dalusioa  which  had  been  held 
out  to  them  ?   Was   it,  then,  to  be  Won^ 
dered  at,  that  in  these  circumstances  they 
should  be  afraid  of  making  any  more  con^ 
cemions  to  a  government  who  held  thair 
places  under  a  pledge  inimical  to  the  cao 
tholio  cause?   A  noble  viscount  (lord  Sid* 
mouth)  had  conceived  that  the  catholic 
claims  could  net  be  inanted  on  as  a  right, 
but  only  as  a  maUer  of  axpediency,  and 
in  fact,  that  the  right  had  been  abandoned. 
This  lord    Grey   denied.      Tbey  never 
oottid  renounce  their  right  to  that  which 
lay  between  God  and  their   own  oon- 
soiences-^The  noble  lord  proceeded  ta 
Dstice  the  argumenla  of  his  noble  and 
learned  tfiiend  (lord  Ersldne)  as  tp  the 
ceniempt.^  He  virus  at  a  hiss  ta  qadesitand 
the  «iteA»i«f  lus  naUa  (rieml's  aiga* 
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ment»  bnt  ha  s^w  it  in  his  eoadvot,  i^sr  ha 
himself  had  committed  foreonteoapt*     No 
person  could  be  a  greater  friend  to  the  li^ 
berty  «f  the  press  and  the  trial  by  jory 
than  he  was*     Look  at  the  Addroaa  be 
bad  proposed,  and  say  if  it  was  d^ficMBt 
in  this  respect.      He  prasamed  to  thiok  it 
would  be  fimnd  quite.  Uie  reverse.       Ha 
must  thersfere  dissent  from  the  Amend- 
ment.     On  the  point  ef  Refixm^  he  coi»> 
tended  that  it  was  indispensably   aeces^ 
sary,  both  in  a  politaeal  and  ecenooiical 
sense.    The  noble  sedwiary  protended  to 
be  a  friend  in  eeonomical  mbrm,  bvt  still 
he  enJiraced  every  opportunity  of  cippes* 
ing  it«    Of  political  reform  toe,  we  were 
in  as  great  need.    If  any  ene,  three  years 
ago,  had  contended  that  at  the  diatence 
of  three  years,  the  esnntry  woold  be  go- 
verned by  the  praicnt  ministsrsj  he  wpnld 
have  bean  wleemad  liltia  better  then  a 
madman.     Who  oaaid  have  thoogfat  at 
the  time  Augastus  was  emperor  of  Home* 
that  ie  the  reign  of  Caligula,  the  people 
could  have  submitted  to  have   a   horse 
far  their  consul.     Soch  was  nearly  the 
case  with  this  coentry,  and  it  belonged 
to  parliamept  to  snqnire  inio  the  caeaes  of 
such  a  change.     An  economical  t eCbm# 
however,  was  not  the   whole  that    he 
wished.     He  desired  to  sea  a  refonn  e 
little  more  exiensivaj     Bat  still  his  opi- 
nions on  this  subject  had  under^gone  aome 
<diaDge;  and  he  oonfcssed,  that  to  go  te 
the  fiiU  ejLtent  of  his  original  ideas,  monld 
be  toe  much;    a  nwre  lunited   ntmm 
wenld  be  preferable.     If  he  had  ever  said 
that  without  a  parliamentary  re&rm  no 
administration  eoald  aet  usandly  ibr  the 
country,  that  opinion  he  mast  now  letraot* 
If  ministers    had   suffiident    power,    he 
thought,  even  as  the  Haes^  of  Commons 
vms^  now  eamposed,  that  they  might  do 
everv  thing  tnat  was  rehired  for  the 
gaod  of  the  country,  bvt  to  do  so,  they 
most  POMS  Si  the  eonfideace  of  the  fmople 
and  toe  confidence  of  the  ceowe :    for 
without  the  latter,  as  well  as  the  fimner, 
they  could  not  act  with  full  eiiect,btt| 
most  be -subject  to  every  ohsftnmtioe. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the 
Amendment*  which  was  negalivad  without 
a  division.  On  the  question  being  pot  an 
the  original  Addmss,  the  dnka  of  Norfidii^ 
marqais  of  Doaglas,  earl  Stanhope*  and 
lord  Erfhina,  left  the  Honsa.  Qa  n  dtvi* 
sion  the  numbers  was e  : 

For  the  Addmau,  Pieasiit,  iS,  Aroxisi 
09/««TS;  AniMtk,  ftessait7J«  PieMS 
aSi— I34i  Myirity  against  th»  AddrMi<4 
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Wednadity,  June  13* 


[PBTITIOII    FMk    LOMDON     REfPICTIM« 

Byfoioi  Of  pAiUAMSNT,  &c.]   The  HottM 
beiog  iaformed,  that  tha  Shertfii  of  Lon« 
don  oliesided  ai  the  door*  thty  ivere  calltd 
io  ;   tnd  «t   the  Bar   presented   a  Pe- 
tition of  the  Lord  Mayor,  AUemen,  and 
Conunona  of  the  CUy  of  LoodoD*  in  Com* 
non  Council  atMmblcd  ^^^And  then  they 
withdroir.     And  the    taid    Petition  waa 
road,  aetting  forth,  «•  That  in  approach, 
iiig  the  House  to  lay  before  thena  the  no* 
SMffoua  grtetancea  ander  which  the  pe^ 
titieaers  labonr,  they    acknowledge  tha 
iiodoobfed  right  of  the  Hoiiae  to  eocereiae 
nil  lair,  juit,  and  oonatitntional  privllogep, 
oiiginaUy  inland^,  and  wiiely  oontuMed 
f»r  nainlnining  the  dignity,  independence, 
nnd  aeoority  of  their  deliherationi   and 
proceedingi  ;  and  that  while  the  petition* 
ore  feel  it  their  dnty  to  aoppprt  and  np* 
bold  the  Hooae  at  all  times  and  nndor 
nil   eirooniBtances    in    the  posMssion  of 
tbeae  priTiiegss,  they  cannot  hot  lament 
that  tlM  la^  eyer^iae  of  the  power  of 
the  Honae,  in  the  anest  and  impriaonracnt 
of  two  of  their  fellow  anhjeota,  should 
have   pmdnced    cenaeqoeneea  most  af» 
iiietiag  and  deplorable  in  their  nature, 
and  timt  withoot  entering  into  the  merits 
of  a  question,  which  is  aliortly  to  under* 
gn  legal  decision,  the  petitioners  cannot 
SNrbear  enpreasing  their  eonoera  and  sor- 
row, that  at  a  time  when  the  whole  nation 
waeanziottaly  looidng  to  an  inquiry  of  the 
most  important  kind,  the  p^i^pl^  s|iould 
have  been  debarred  firom  the  aaid  inquiry 
hy  the  enforcement  of  one  of  the  SUnding 
Orders  of  thf  House»  a  measure  calculated 
to  distract  the  public  attention  from  the 
grott   misconduct  of  hia  Mafcaty'a  ml* 
wiatera,  and  tending  to  acreen  from  condign 
pnniahsnent  the  criminal  aulhora  of  ui^ 
cxampled  disgraces  and  calamitim ;  and 
that  the  petitmners  have  aeon  with  as|on- 
ishment  and  indigoalion,  tho  person  who 
enforoed  the    Standing  Order  rewarded 
with  a  lucrative  sinecnrf,  and  notwith- 
standing the  decided  and   degrading  re- 
jection of  the  tender  made  1^  him  onto 
more  toiopreaent  hIa  conatiloenta  hi  Far- 
liaaMut,  aiWamrds  raised  to  one  of  the 
highest  offices  under  the  Crown  ;  andthnt 
under  these  extraordinary  and  irfasost  in- 
eradible  cifeamstanoes  of  trust  improvi. 
dsnUally  bestownd,  end  of  emolament  nnd 
hsnaar  laviaUy  oonfaved,  alike  hMuking 
lithnjmtfaNiflt  Ivgennd  ilcaMcilfotf 


all  mutnal  oonfidenoo,  the  petitionera  havio 
beheld  with  regret  and  auia^ement  tho 
atlenoe  and  aeoming  indifierence  both  of 
the  hereditary  coonaeliora  of  the  Crown 
and  of  the  representativea  of  the  people  | 
and  they  earneatly  entreat  tho  attention  6f 
the  Houao  to  the  great   and  imminent 
dangera  in  which  they  conceive  the  conn* 
try  ia  involved,  to  the  manifisld  injuries 
and  abttsea  the  petitionera  conaider  it  to 
be  auataining  from  thoae  who  preaido  ovof 
its    councik,   and   to    the   meana  (they 
hqrobly  preaume  to  think  are  beat  adapted 
to  produce  a  better  and  happier  slate  of 
thmas ;  and  that,  during  a  wartee  of  uin 
paralleled  misery,  espenditnre,  and  dee* 
tmodon,  the  petitionen  have  submitted 
to  unprecedented  bur^iensand  privations  | 
and  that  these  burthens  have  been  greatly 
aggravated  by  unequal  taxation,  oaprlcioua 
asaeaaments,  vexatioua  charjg^a,  and  arbi« 
trury  inqniaitiooa  into  their  private  con^ 
^%fnM ;  and  that  during  the  aevero  preaauro 
of  an  enormoufly  increaaed  and  mcreaa- 
ing  weight  of  taxation,  abuaea,  fi>aada« 
corruptiona,  and  peculations  no  leaa  cner* 
moua  have  been  found  to  exist ;  and  that 
theae  burthena  have  been  Ibrther  increaaed 
by  a  profusion  of  uaelem  placea  and  pen- 
aions ;  and  that  by  aoch  ahgmeftil  frauda> 
wMte,  and  profligacy,  the!/  buKhena  have 
been  augmented,  their  anftringa  eggta- 
valedf  and  their  feellnga  outraged  :  and 
that  although  there  has  appeared  no  dc« 
ficioncy  of  meana  to  levy  and  enfisree  tho 
payment  of  taxea,  the  petitionera  have  to 
complain  that  no  adequate  means  have 
been  yet  devised  to  prevent  the  misappli- 
cation of  them,  not  any  law  nor  tnbonal 
found  sufficient  to  cerreet  abuse  or  brtnr 
great  public  delinquents  to  justice;  and 
that  these  enormous  abuses  are  not  only 
felt  as  intolerable  grievancm,  meterially 
impairing  the  property  of  the  people,  but» 
by  means  of  the  monstrous  and  pemlcioue 
influence  they  create,  are  subversive  of  tho 
vital  orinctples  of  the  constitution )   end 
that  thetr  nateral  operation  ia  to  render 
the  legialatare  auhaervienttothe  execotlvo 
power,  a  juncture,  in  which  it'haaboea 
predicted  by  the  ableat  politleiana^  that 
the  conatitution  would  inofitably  porlah  ; 
and  that,  ddy  impreaaed  with  the  masnU 
tude  of  our  external  dangera,  tho  petition* 
era  are  never^eioM  of  opinion,  that  theao 
internal  aboaea,  corruptions,  and  vidallona 
of  law,  aa  they  are  the  more  inaidiona  are 
only  the  more  warful  and  alanBting,and  they 
concur  In  a  dednration  recorded  ope»  tho 
lonmtli nftbo  HemiC  Levie»lnnfve* 
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lest  sigDed  by  the  late  duke  of  Portland 
and  3 1  more  peers  ''  That  from  the  his- 
tory of  thiBj  as  well  as  other  countries* 
ttoies  of  necessity  have  been  always  tinies 
of  reform/'  and  that  they  cannot  but  ex* 
press  their  concurrence  with  another  part 
of  the  said  Protest,  "  because  however 
the  waste  of  public  money,  and  the  pro- 
fusion of  useless  salaries  may  have  been 
hitherto  overlooked  in  days  of  wealth  and 
prosperity^  the  necessities  of  the  present 
tinies  can  no  longer  endure  the  same 
system  of  corruption  and  prodigality  ;'' 
•nd  that  without  recurring  to  those  facts 
nnd  circumstances  universally  known  and 
admitted,  by  which  it  appears,  that  a 
majority  of  members  are  returned  through 
the  influi^ce  of  government,  of  peers  imd 
other  individuals,  speculating  in  the  rights 
and  liberties  of  their  fellow  subjects,  the 
evils  already  stated  afibrd  sufficient  evi- 
dence of  the  pernicious  influence  existing, 
*«nd  the  want  of  a  real  and  efficient  repre- 
sentation :  and  that  it  is  equally  notorious 
that  a.  very  considerable  number  of  the 
members  of  the  House  hold  lucrative 
places,  appointments,  and  sinecures,  under 
the  Crowiu  almost  invariably  supporting 
the  existing  administration,  and  resisting 
or  evading  enquiry  for  the  correction  and 
reform  of  abuses;  and  that  the  influence 
which  such  appointments  create  is  not 
coD^oed  to  those  who  possess  them,  but 
extends  to  others  desirous  of  obtaining 
them,  and  who,  the  petitioners  are  well 
assured,  seek  seats  in  the  House  at  con- 
siderable expence  for  that  purpose  only  ; 
and  that,  however  notorious  these  facts 
have  been,  never  before  has  corruptionj^  in 
the  return  of  members  and  the  sale  of 
seats,  been  publicly  avowed  and  admit- 
ted in  the  House  of  Commons  by  members 
of  the  government  and  others  ;  and  that  it 
has  appeared  that  lord  Castlereagh,  a 
member  of  the  House  of  Commons  and  a 
minister  of  the  Crown,  was  guilty  of  a 
high  bireach  of  the  constitution,  by  traf- 
ficking for  a  seat  in  parliament  in  ex* 
change  for  a  writership,  and  although  he 
himself  admitted  the  fact,  no  punishment 
nor  even  censure  was  inflicted  upon  him  ; 
but  on  the  contrary,  he  was  in  defiance  of 
all  decency,  and  in  contempt  of  public 
opinion,  suncred  to  retain  his  official  si- 
tuation ;  and  that  while  the  said  lord 
Castlereagh,  and  the  right  hon.  Spencer 
Perceval,  another  member  of  the  House, 
and  also  a  minuter  of  the  crown,  were 
charged  with  another  high  breach  of  the 
CojpytitiKiop^  tb^  .firsIjA  Iht  disposal  of  a 


seat,  and  the  second  in  conniving  thereat, 
a  motion  for  enquiry  into  the  same  was 
rejected,  upon  the  declared  ground  of  the 
frequency  of  snch   practices ;  and    that, 
contrary  to  every  principle  of  justice,  the 
very  ground  of  aggravation  was  thereby 
made  an  exculpation  of  the  crime  \  and  it 
is  the  decided  conviction  of  the   petition- 
ers that  nothing  short  of  a  reform  in  the 
representation  of  the  people  in  pariiauent 
can  correct  these  inveterate  abnsea,  and 
repair  the  breaches  in  the  constitution  ; 
and  that  had  the  people  been  fairly  repre- 
sented, there  would  have  been  no  ruinous 
wars  for  the  preservation  of  a  German 
electorate,  no  subsidies  levied   upon  the 
labour  and  industry  of  the  natbn,  to  be 
squandered  in  fruitless  continental  attach- 
ments :  no  army  of  foreign  mercenaries  in 
the  very  heart  of  the  land>  no  wretchedly 
contrived  campaigns  for  the  relief  and 
emancipation  of  the-  great  and  gallant 
people  of  bpain,  rendered  still  more  pain- 
ful by  the  extraordinary  valour  of  British 
soldiers,   and    the    miserable    policy  of 
British  statesmen ;  no  prodigal  waste  of 
blood  and  treasure  in  the  preposterous  and 
ill-fated  expedition  to  Walcheren  and  the 
Scheldt ;  no  escape  of  public  pecnlators 
and  robbers  from  merited  punishment ;  no 
men  advanced  to  high  places  of  honour 
and  emolument  who  had  been  deemed 
unworthy  of  the  confidence  of  their  con« 
stituents;  no  tax  upon  income,  in  which 
the  means  of  acquiring  the  nature  and 
variation  of  property  are  levelled,  con- 
founded, and  swallowed  up;  and  there* 
fore  praying,  that  the  Hoifte  will  take  all 
these  matters  into  their  serious  considera- 
tion, and  to  devise  such  means  as,  by  the 
destruction  of  corrupt,  depopulated,  and 
nominal  boroughs,  the  extension  of  the 
elective  franchise,  the  exclusion  of  place- 
men and  pensioners  (the  efficient  officers 
of  the  Crown  excepted),  and -the  abridged 
duration  of  parliament,  will  secure  to  the 
people  their  full  share  of  the  rights,  libera 
ties,  and  bleuings  which  the  constitution 
undeniably  meant  they  should  enjoy."—* 
Ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 
[AnnaBss  prom  trs  Magistrates,  &c« 

OP    WORCESTBR,  AGAIMST    PARLIAMBIITAaY 

Rbporm.]  An  humble  Address  of  the 
magistrates,  freemen,  and  other  inhabitantt 
paying  taxes,  of  the  dty  of  Worcesterand 
Its  vicinity,  whose  names  are  thereunto 
subscribed,  was  presented  and  read ;  set- 
ting forth,  ''  Tm  the  magistrates,  free* 
men«  and  other  inhabilanu  paying  taxe«» 
of  ibe  city  of  Worcester  %m  its  ncinityy 
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beg  leare  to  estpresv  their  disapprobation 
of  a  Fetitfortr  lately  presented  to  the  House, 
praying  for  a  Reform  in  Parliament,  and 
stftted  to  be  the  sentiments  of  the  electors 
and  other  inhabitants  of  the  said  city ; 
and  that  they  view,  with  concern  and  m* 
dignation,  the  insidioos  and  mischievous 
attempts  made  by  factious  individuals  to 
bring  the  House  into  contempt  with  the 
people,  and  declare  their  abhorrence  of 
these  designs,  alike  destructive  of  (he  pri- 
vileges of  the  House  and  the  liberties  of 
the  people  ;  and  they  feel  it  a  duty  to  ex« 
press  their  perfect  reliance  on  the  House, 
that,  as  the  guardian  of  the  rights  of  the 
people,  they  wiH  continue  to  make  such 
retrenchments  and  reforms  as  may  be  con- 
•latent  with  the  law  of  the  land,  resisting 
all  innovation,  bemg  fully  persuaded  that 
the  liberties  of  the  people  cannot  be  more 
•afely  depbsited  than  in  the  hands  of  their 
representatives;  and  therefore  praying, 
that  the  House  will  be  firm  in  the  main- 
tenance of  theae  privileges  which  they 
have  exercised  from  time  immemerial, 
thereby  preserving  the  dignity  of  the 
crown,  the  rights  A  Parliament,  and  the 
liberties  of  the  people." — Ordered  to  lie 
upon  the  table. 

[Pbtition  raoM  Covbhtiit  for  Re- 
form  OF   PARLlAMtNT,    &C.]       Mr.   PetCT 

Moore  presented  an  Address  and  Petition 
from  the  inhabitants,  householders,  and 
electors  of  the  city  of  Coventry,  at  a 
meeting  held  at  the  county  liall  of  thesaid 
city,  the  5th  day  of  June,  1810,  pursuant 
to  public  notice,  setting  forth,  "  That  the 
inhabitants,  hoaseholders,  and  electors  of 
the  city  of  Coventry,  beg  leave  to  ap« 
proacb  the  House,  as  a  necessary  branch 
of  that  system  themselves  individually 
have  solemnly  engaged  to  preserve  invio- 
late ;  the  petitioners  feel  particularly 
called  upon,  at  this  awful  conjuncture  of 
affairs,  when  the  very  existence  of  our 
native  land  appears  to  be  at  stake,  to  re* 
present,  in  the  plain  language  of  truth, 
their  feelings  and  opinions  on  the  origin 
of  those  evils  that  have  reduced  onronde 
justly  envied  country  to  its  present  alarm* 
ing  state  of  difiicolty  and  danger ;  and 
that  to  shut  their  eyes  to  the  gathering 
clouds,  to  be  aware  that  a  mighty  storm 
threatens  their  safety,  and  not  to  express 
their  apprehension  of  the  consequences, 
would  be  treason  against  their  Sovereign, 
against  the  venerable  nobility  of  the  land, 
against  the  House,  against  themselves, 
against  posterity ;  they  therefore  speak 
witbottt  dissimulation,  and  at  ouce  tell 


the  House,  that  according  to  the  honest 
judgment  of  the  petitioners,  corruption 
practised  in  the  management  of  public  af- 
fairs (which,  if  not  countenanced  by  the 
House,  has  been  suffered  to  prevail  to  an 
unexampled  extent),  is  the  grand  sourca 
of  all  their  evils  ;  and  they  respectfully 
intreat  the  House  to  reflect  on  the  state  of 
Europe  20  years  past,  and  compare  it 
with  its  present  state ;  they  would  beg 
the  House  to  consider  the  lamentabia 
change  that  has  taken  plaee  in  this  king- 
dom within  the  same  period ;  and  then 
calmly  appeal  to  their  conscience^),  and 
enquire  whether  the  measures  pursued  by 
the  different  administrations  during  this- 
eventful  time,  «have  been  marked  either 
by  a  regard  for  the  welfare  of  the  human 
race,  or  the  principles  of  sound  policy : 
unfortunately  for  the  petitioners,  the  ra^ 
suit  presents  a  distressing  conclusion ;  by 
the  measures  that  have  been  adopted,  they 
find  their  country  deprived  ofnearly  every 
foreign  alliance,  and  the  arms  of  almoat 
every  foreign  power  turned  against  them ;; 
the  national  debt  swelled  to  an  enormoua 
amount;  the  people  groaning  under  an- 
inquisitorial  system  of  taxation,  and,  al- 
though in  the  midst  of  plenty,  nnable  to 
obtain  a  due  quantity  or  the  common  ne- 
cessaries of  life  for  the  maintenance  of 
their  families,  however  incessant  their  la- 
bours; these  are  *teUmities  which  the 
petitioners  feel  it  their  imperious  duty  to 
represent  to  the  House,  from  a  cenviction 
they  endanger  their  safety  as  well  as  that 
of  the  petitioners ;  and  that  they  cannot 
look  back  to  tho  proceedings  recently 
exercised  by  the  House  in  seixing  and  im<» 
prisoning  John  Gale  Jones  and  sir  Francis 
Bardett,  imder  an  undefined  authority, 
without  the  deepest  regret,  assuring  tlie 
House,  that,  divested  or  all  prejudices,  il 
is  the  firm  belief  of  the  petitioners  thtf 
House  have  acted  contrary  to  the  fonda* 
mental  principles  of  those  laws  they  bava 
sworn  to  defend;  as  Englishmen,  the  pe- 
titioners are  willing  to  acknowledge,  and 
ready  to  support  with  their  lives,  every 
privilege  the  House  are  justly  entitled  to ; 
at  the  same  time  they  declare,  before  God 
and  their  country,  they  had  rather  giva 
op  their  existence  than  surrender  to  anv 
power  on  earth  those  blessings  and  ar^- 
vantages  which  their  forefathers  purchased 
with  their  blood  ;  in  offering  this  Addresa 
and  Petition,  far  be  it  from  the  petitioners 
to  entertain  the  most  distant  wish  to  lessen 
the  authority,  the  importance,  or  the  cha- 
racter, of  the  HoiM ;   bat  Ibey  cannot 
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Tiaw  dieetK>nnousp«trona^of  tbecrowny 
the  immense  increase  ef  sinecure  places 
and  pensions^  they  cannot  witness  the 
erection  of  barracks  in  every  part  of  the 
Jiingdom,  the  introduction  of  foreign 
troops*  the  best  interests  of  the  people 
neglected^  the  liberty  of  the  subject  re- 
stricted, good  men  persecuted,  the  just 
ix>mplajnts  of  the  people  prevented  from 
reaching  the  royal  ear«  convicted  default* 
ers  and  delinquents  sufiered  to  remain  at 
large,  the  public  revenue  and  lives  of 
their  fellow  countrymen  sacrificed  in  dis- 
graceful expeditions,  a  trafiic  of  seats  in 
the  House  admitted  and  defended,  the  na- 
tional credit  injured,  and  Britain,  the  once 
justly  boasted  envy  of  the  world,  exposed 
to  the  most  imminent  danger,  without 
jealousv  and  alarm ;  under  these  impres- 
siens  tne  petitioners  pray  the  House  to 
bring  back  Parliament  to  its  original  du- 
ration, to  allow  a  more  full  and  free  suf- 
frage of  the  people,  to  apply  those  reme- 
dies in  redresA  of  the  numerous  grievances 
they  have  stated,  which  our  excellent  con- 
atitution  furnishes,  and  to  cultivate  peace 
as  the  means  of  obtaining  the  divine  bless- 
iag  and  protection ;  and  that  the  House 
may  atleod  to  the  warning  voice  ere  it  be 
tpo  late,  is  the  earnest  supplication  and 
prayerof  the  petitioners/'— ^Ordered  to  lie 
upon  the  table. 

.  [pETitioN  paoM  MrnDLESBx  FOR  R9- 
voiiM  OF  PAauAMaNT.  ^c]  A  Complaint^ 
Petition^  and  fiemonstranoe  of  the  Free- 
holders of  Middlesex^  in  full  county  a»- 
aeoftbledi  the  8tb  day  of  Juae  ISIO,  was 
presented  by  Mr.  Byng  and  read;  setting 
fiirlh,  **  That  on  the  25th  day  of  April  last« 
the  petitienera  in  full  county  assembled 
agreed  te  a  petition  which  waa  pre« 
aented  to  the  House  on  the  2d  of  May  last^ 
and  which  the  peiitloners  have  been  iii-^ 
formed  was  rejected  t>y  the  House,  be- 
cause certaia  allegations  therein  contained 
weff«  believed  not  to  be  true,  because  it 
waa  not  thought  lo  be  worded  in  a  suiBci- 
ently  respectful  manner,  was  signed  by  a 
aoaall  number  oi  freaboUiers,  was  a  protest 
against  the  proceedings  of  the  Hoose,  and 
kecause  .it  was  supposed  to  ba  an  attempt 
40  degrade  the  House ;  and  thaa  the  pe- 
titioners complain  of  this  rejection  of  their 
PetitiiNi,  the  free  and  ancontrouled  exer- 
•eise  of  the  right  of  petitioning  was  clainied, 
demanded,  insisted  on,  and  confirmed  by 
iheBillof  RightSiMoneof  tbetnie,  ancient, 
aad  indabitslbW  righu  and  liberties  of  the 
people  of  thia  kingdom :  that  autnte  de* 
date^  Umi  il  ia  the  rigblof  the  aubjaot  le 


petition  the  King,  and  nil  caaaanitflieBia 
and  prosecutions  for  auch  petitioning  are 
iile^l :  It  bad  never  then  occurred^  even 
to  the  tyrant  James,  to  refaseto  receive 
the  -Petitions  of  the  people  $    in  ia  then 
to  be  permitted  to  them  lo  tell  the  King 
with  impunity  (as  the  seven  bishope  did  in 
that  detested  reign),  that  his  prooeedinga 
are  illegal,  and  not  to  tell  those  who  profesa 
to  represent  them,  that  they  have  violated 
the  law  and  the  constitution,  or  to  protefl 
against  their  acts  when  they  deprive  them 
of  their  rights  or  subvert  their  liberties ; 
but  to  reason  on-  so  plain  a  point  is  an* 
necessary— a  right  to  petition  and  a  right 
to  refuse  to  receive  petitions  cannot  exist 
together;    and  that  the  petitienera  are 
well  assured  that  the  assertions  contained 
in  their  rejected  Petition  are  tmthii  wbieh 
they  trust  they  shall  make  evident  to  the 
House :  That  in  the  oases  of  Mr.  John 
I  Gale  Jones  and  sir  Franois  Burdett^  the 
House  assumed  and  exercised  a  power  un« 
known  to  the  law  and  unwarranted  by 
the    constitution,   is    manliest  froin    thMi 
statutes  enumerated  in  the  act  of  the  1 6th 
of  Charles  the  1st  for  abolishing  the  in- 
famous court  of  Star  Chamber,  whieh  re* 
cites,  that  by  the  Great  Charter*  nsany 
times  eonfiroaed  in  parliament,  it  is  enacieil 
That  no  freeman  shall  be  taken  or  impri* 
sonedior  be  outlawed  or  exiled,  or  othei^ 
wise  destroyed ;   and  that  the  King  will 
not  pass  upon  him^  or  condemn  bin   but 
by  the  lawful  judgment  of  his  peers,  of 
by  the  law  of  the  land)  and  by  another 
statute,  made  in  the  dth  year  of  the  reign 
of  king  Edward  the  5d,  it  is  enacted.  Thai 
no  man  shall  be  attached  by  any  acousatwn 
nor  forejudged  of  lifo  or  limb,  nor  hie 
landsj  tenements*  goods,  nor  chattels  seized 
into  the  king's  hulds,  against  the  Ibrai  of 
the  Great  Charter  nor  the  law  of  the  land } 
and  by  another  statute,  made  in  the  23th 
yean  of  the  rei^  of  the  same  king  Ed- 
ward the  3d,  it  is  acoorded,  assented,  and 
established,  that  none  shall  be  .taken  by 
Petition,  or  suggestion  made  la  the  kiog 
or  to  his  counsel,  unless  it  be  by  in<Ktft» 
ment  or  presentment  of  good  and  lawful 
people  of  the  same  neigmourhood  whef# 
such  deeds  be  done,  in  dee  manner,  or  by 
process  made*  by  writ  original  at  the  codi* 
mon  law;  and  that  none  be  put  oat  of  hif 
franchise  or  freehold  ihnlesa  be  be  duly 
brought  in  to  answer,  and  forejudged  ef 
the  same  by  theeonrse  of  the  l«w>  aftd  if 
any  thing  be  done  against  the  aaoie  it 
shall  be  redressed  and  balden  for  nene  t 
■ad  by  another  ftatoie«  joado  in  the 
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128th  year  of  the  reign  of  the  surnc  king 
£dward  the  $d,  it  is  amongst  other  things 
cuacted#  that  no  .man,  of  what  estate  or 
condition  soever  he  be,  shall  be  put  out 
of  his  lands  or  tenements,  nur  t»ken, 
nor  imprisoned^  nor  disinherited  with- 
out boing  brought  in  to  answer  by 
due  process  of  law  ;  and  by  another  sia- 
tate«  made  in  the  42d  year  of  the  reign  of 
the  said  king  Edward  the  3d,  it  is  enacted, 
that  no  man  be  put  to  answer  without  pre- 
sentment before  justices  or  matter  of  re- 
cord, or  by  due  process  and  writ  original 
according  to  the  old  law  of  the  land,  and 
if  any  thing  be  done  to  the  contrary  it 
shall  be  roid  in  law,  and  holdeo  for  ever, 
and  that  the  petitioners  were  therefore 
justified  in  asserting,  tnat  the  committal  to 
prison  of  Mr.  John  Gale  Jones  and  sir  F. 
J^urdett  in  punishment  for  libel  without 
trial  by  juries  is  a  practice  unknown  to 
the  law,  and  unwarranted  by  the  cotisti- 
tution,  and  that  the  Speaker's  warrant 
has  been  executed  by  military  force ;  an 
Englishman's  house,his  sanciuury,has  been 
▼iolated,  and  the  blood  of  uootVending 
citizens  has  been  shed  in  the  streets,  has 
been  proved  at  the  bar  of  the  House,  and 
by  two  verdicts  of  wilful  murder  again&t 
certain  of  his  Majesty's  life  guards ;  and 
that  the  letter  of  sir  F.  Burdett  to  the 
Speaker,  denying  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
House,  ha)  been  directed  not  to  be  entered 
on  the  Journals  of  the  House,  will  appear 
by  reference  to  their  printed  votes  ;  and 
that  in  the  early  part  uf  this  reign,  in  the 
case  of  Mr.  Wilkes,  the  rights  of  this 
country  and  of  the  nation,  were  grossly 
violated  by  the  House  of  Commons,  that 
at  length  the  law  triumphed,  that,  after  a 
struggle  of  nearly  twenty  years,  the  House 
abandoned  the  pretensions  they  had  arro- 
gated, and  expunged  firom  their  Journals 
all  their  declarations,  orders,  and  resolu- 
tions, as  being  subversive  of  the  rights  of 
the  whole  body  of  electors  of  this  king- 
dom, are  facts  recorded  in  the  Journals  of 
the  House  ;  and  that  the  petitioners  have 
now  fully  established  the  truth  of  the  al- 
legations contained  in  their  rejected  Pe- 
lition,  and  which  they  know  not  how  to 
■et  forth  in  any  but  the  plain  and  honest 
language  they  have  used,  language  in 
which  they  feel  justified  by  precedent, 
and  by  the  example  of  the  House,  who,  in 
the  reasons  given  to  the  Lords  against  their 
claim  to  appellant  jurisdiction,  informed 
their  lordships  that  they  were  contriving 
by  all  methods  to  bring  the  determination 
of  liberty  and  property  into  (be  bottpvleis 
you  xiiu 


and  insatiable  gulph  of  their  lordship's  ju- 
dicature, which  would   swallow   up  both 
the  prerogatives  of  the  crown  and  the  liber- 
ties of  the  people;  and  further,  that  their 
lordships  had  assuired    and  exercised  ju- 
dicature contrary  to 'the  known  laws  and 
customs  of  parliament,  and  tending  to  the 
overthrow  of  the  rights  and  liberties  of 
the  people   of  England ;  and   as  to  the 
number  of  signatures  to  their  former  Pe- 
tition, the  petitioners  are  guided    by  the 
law  of  the  land,  which  directs  that  no 
more  than  twenty  signatures  should   be 
affixed  to  any  Petition  to  the  King  or  ei- 
ther House  of  Parliament;  and   against 
the  existence  as  well  as  the  exercise  of  the 
power  assumed  by  the  House,  the  petiti- 
oners did  in  their  Petition,  and  do  now, 
solemnly  protest,  and  they  are  satisfied 
that  in  so  protesting  they  are  justified  by 
numerous  precedents,  particularly  by  a 
Petition  of  the  Electors  of  Westminster 
inserted  in  the  Journals  of  the  2d  day  of 
February   1785,  wherein  they  solemnly 
protest  against  the  origin  and  principle 
of  certain  Resolutions  of  the  House,  as 
contrary  to  the    spirit    and  practice  of 
the   constitution,    to  the  plainest  provi- 
sions both  of  common  and  statute  law,  and 
to  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  electors 
of  Great  Britain  ;   and  that  the  petitioners 
assure  the  •  House  they  had  no  intention 
to  degrade  the  House,  they  knew  that 
no  language    they    could    possibly  use 
could  degrade  the  Hoitse  ;    by  its  own 
actions  alone  can  it  be  degraded  or  ex- 
alted in  \he    minds    of    the   people  of 
England  ;    and  that  the    petitioners  are 
firmly  attached  to,  and  will  uphold,  the 
form  of  government,  cemented   by    the 
blood,  and  established  by  the  wisdom,  of 
their  ancestors  ;    they  revere  the  kingly 
office,  they  respect  the  House  of  Peers^ 
and  are  of  opinion  that  a  House  really 
representing  the  Commons  of  the  United 
Kingdom  would  secure  all  the  blessings 
of  our  free  constitution  ;  and  that  persons 
fairly  elected  to   a  seat  in  such  a  House 
would   have  an   honour   conferred  upon 
them  greater  than  any  which  kings  or 
emperors  can  bestow :  how  far  the  House 
is  such  a  representatation  of  the  people,  and 
how  many  of  the  honourable  members  are 
thus  elected,  the  petitioners  leave  to  the 
consideration  of    the    House ;    although 
they  cannot  but  remark  that  when  the/ 
fioq  on  their  Journals,  uncontradicted  and 
unredressed,  that  seats  in  the  House  are 
as  notoriously  rented  and  bought  as  staotl* 
ings  for  ctttle  at  a  fair  ;  that  the  House 
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Had  not  the  House  of  Commons  so  done 
in  many  instances  ?  and  had  it  not  re- 
cently done  so  ;  upon  Its  power  to  do  so 
it  was  not  his  business  to  discuss  this  day ; 
but  he  had  maintained,  that  the  people 
had  a  right  to  say,  if  they  felt  that  the 
HousQ  oi  Commons  had  violated  the  rights 
and  liberties  of  the  people,  nor  was  it  ne- 
cessary they  should  ask  leave  of  the  right 
hon.  gent,  to  do  so  :  but  this  right  of  pe« 
titioning  would  be  annihilated,  if  this  pe- 
tition was  rejected  on  the  ground  stated 
bv  the  right  hon.  gent.  Now  the  ground 
<>f  the  present  petition,  as  far  as  it  related 
to  the  case  of  sir  F.  Bardett,  was  extremel}' 
clear,  and  the  conduct  of  the  House  had 
been  full  of  caprice,  in  the  manner  it  had 
received  and  rejected  pt titions  upon  that 
subject,  for  it  had  received  some  petitions 
the  language  of  which  was  stronger  than 
the  language  of  others  which  it  had  re- 
jected :  no  fixed  rule  had  been  adopted, 
and  while  there  was  this  caprice  about  the 
receiving  of  petitions,  the  people  would  not 
know  what  language  they  should  adopt 
in  framing  their  petitions. 

The  Chancellur  of  the  Exchequer  con- 
tended that  the  hun.  gent,  who  had  just 
preceded  him  in  this  debate,  had  no  right 
to  say,  that  the  House  of  Commons  had 
been  too  critical  as  to  the  words  of  any 
petition  before  it  was  received;  on  the 
contrary,  the  House  had  been  ready  to 
disclaim,  as  he  did  now,  all  idea  of  being 
critical  as  to  the  language  of  a  petition  ; 
but  the  House  had  formed  its  judgment 
on  petitions  on  a  general  view  of  them, 
and  had  drawn  their  conclusions  as  well 
as  they  were  able.  But*  when  matters 
were  clear,  and  when  petitions  were  evi- 
dently framed  with  a  view  of  really  in- 
tuiting the  House,  they  had  rejected  such 
petitions.  Such,  he  contended,  to  be  the 
case  with  respect  to  the  petition  now  be- 
fore the  House,  and,  therefore,  he  thought 
the  House  ought  to,  reject  it.  It  might  be 
perfectly  true  that  the  House,  in  its  desire 
tp  facilitate  the  reception  of  petitions, 
might  have  been  frequently  induced  to 
overlook  expressions,  which,  had  they 
been  carefully  attended  to  and  8crutipized» 
would  have  caused  the  rejection  of  such' 
petitions ;  imt  the  general  inclination  of 
the  House  had  been,  not  to  be  too  nice  in 
finding  fault  with  the  manner  of  wording 
petitions—in  other  words,  the  Hoase  had 
almost  gone  to  sleep,  as  it  were,  upon 
their  own  dignity  in  the  refusal  to  receive 
petitions,  and  the  House  had  frequently 
JCeceived  such  petitions  ai  might  with  pro- 


priety have  been  rejected.     That,  how-' 
ever,  was  no  reason  at  all  why  a  petition, 
improperly  worde<l,  should  not  be  reject- 
ed, and  this  should  always  be   the  case 
when  it  was  manifestly  the  intention  of 
the  party  framing  the  petition,  to    insult 
the  House.    The  parties  in  such   a  case 
could  never,  with  propriety,  be  said  to  be 
disappointed.     Now,  as  to  the  tenour  of 
the  present  petition,  it  was  in  that  Ian* 
guage  which  the  House  had  already  de- 
termined not  to  receive — with  this  notice, 
that   the   House   would  not  receive  this 
language,  since  it  had  refused  to  do  so  a]« 
ready,  the  petitioners  persisted  in  using 
it.      In  some  recent  cases,  petitioners  had 
mollified  their  language,  and  their  peti- 
tions had  been  received  in  the  second  in- 
stance, although  refused  in  the  first :    hut 
this  petition  was  so  far  otherwise,   that 
whatever  there  was  of  difference  between 
this  and  the  last  petition,  this  was  made 
more  objectionable  ;  and  indeed,  the  very 
request  that  the  House  should  receive 
that  which  the  House  had  rejected,  was, 
of  itself,  an  extremely  unreasonable  re- 
quest ;  and,  therefore,  he  had  no  hesita- 
tion in  saying,  that,  in  his  view  of  this 
matter,  the  present  petition  ought  to  be 
rejected.' 

The  question  that  the  petition  do  lie  on 
the  table,  was  then  negatived  without  a 
division. 

[Petition  from  Shbffielp  for  thb 
Rblease  of  Sir  F.  Burd&tt,  &c.]  Mr. 
W hi  thread  presented  an  Address  and  Pe- 
tition of  the  freeholders  and  inhabitants 
of  the  town  and  neighbourhood  of  Shef* 
field,  assembled  at  a  public  meeting  ex* 
ceeding  in  number  upwards  of  6,000,  held 
the  6th  day  of  June,  1810,  setting  forth, 
"  That,  convinced  as  the  petitioners  un- 
alterably are,  that  the  House  is  one  of  tba 
main  pillars  of  our  admirable  constitution 
(to  which  they  are  sincerely  attached),  it 
is  with  unfeigned  regret  they  are  com* 
pelled  to  consider  that  the  House  have 
departed,  in  some  respects,  from  the  pe- 
culiar design  of  their  institution,  by  com- 
bining the  executive  with  the  legislative 
functions,  an  evil  which  the  penetrating 
Montesquieu  foresaw  might  befal  this 
happy  country,  and  of  which  he  predict- 
ed, the  petitioners  fear,  too  truly,  that 
should  it  ever  come  to  pass,  it  would  effect 
the  speedy  decay  and  eventual  destruc- 
tion of  our  liberties ;  and  that,  without 
recurring  to  other  acts  of  the  House, 
which  have  appeared  to  evince  a  disre* 
gard  for  the  sentimenti  of  their  conitiiu* 
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enU,  and  to  indicate  that  the  House  are 
only  nomiaally  their  representatives,  the 
petitioners  will  at  present  confine  them- 
selyes  to  the  cases  of  Mr.  John  Gale 
Jones  and  sir  Francis  Bardett,.  not  with- 
out some  hope  that  the  House  will  regret 
the  severity  of  their  proceedings  towards 
those  freeborn  subjects  of  our  lawful  So- 
vereign, and  will  feel  bound  to  restore 
them  to  their  liberty,  of  which  the  peti- 
tioners  conceive  they  have  been  uncon- 
stitutionally deprived  ;  and  that  they  are 
well  aware  the  House  has  frequently 
claimed  and  exercised  the  right  of  impri- 
soning persons,  members  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  and  also  others  not  being  mem- 
bers thereof;  bat  the  petitioners  cannot 
help  regarding  such  right  as  opposed  to 
the  law  of  the  land  and  subversive  of  their 
personal  security ;  and  tliat,  on  former 
occasions,  when  the  claim  and  exercise  of 
the  privilege  in  question  have  been  re- 
sisted, the  House,  by  adjourning  beyond 
the  time  fixed  for  continuing  the  discus- 
sion upon  such  privilege,  or  by  forbearing 
to  persist  in  the  resolutions  they  had 
passed,  have  fraquently  shewn  the  uncer- 
tain tenure  of  such  claims,  and  tacitly 
admitted  their  inexperience ;  it  is  because 
the  exercise  of  this  assumed  privilege  has 
been  generally  accompanied  with  so 
much  lenity,  that  it  has  not  been  viewed 
with  that  deep  abhorrence  which  the 
petitioners  conceive  iu  undefined  and 
obnoxious  nature  is  calculated  to  excite, 
and  which  has  been  described  in  the 
truest  and  most  deci«ive  language  by 
that  friend  of  the  people,  that  Hrni  sup- 
porter of  injured  innocence,  sir  Francis 
Burdett  ^  they  beg  leave  respectfully 
to  sute  to  the  House,  that  they  coin- 
cide entirely  with  the  learned  argu- 
ment used  by  the  patriotic  banmet,  and 
deem  it  unanswered  and  unanswerable ; 
and  that,  while  therefure  they  fully  ad- 
mit the  propriety  of  the  House  removing 
impediments  to  the  freedom  of  debate  ; 
while  they  readily  acquiesice  in  their 
right  of  ponishinff  witnesses  at  their  bar 
for  contempt  and  prevarication;  while 
they  object  to  no  privilege's  which  have 
for  their  sole  design  the  prevention  and 
removal  of  every  ol^tacle  to  the  discussion 
of  those  important  subjects,  and  the  pur- 
suit of  those  necessary  enquiries  which  so 
frequently  occupy  the  House;  yet,  in 
cases  like  those  or  Mr.  John  Gale  Jones 
and  sir  Francis  Bordett,  cases  wherein  no 
violence^  was  offered  to  their  liberty  of 
«peecfa,  no  oppoaitioa  made  to  their  de- 


bates, no  interruption  given  to  their  isccess' 
to  the  House  of  Commons,  nor  any  re- 
straint upon  their  persons  attempted ;  in 
such  cases,  the  petitioners  are  decidedly 
of  opinion,  that  they  ought  not  to  ac- 
knowledge their  privilege ;  and  they  do 
most  solemnly  call  upon  the  House  to  re- 
nounce what  they  must  deem  an  improper 
assumption  of  needless  power;  and  ihey 
earnestly  beseech  the  House,  to  consider 
that  Britons  have  rights  which  they  ought 
never  to  relinouish,  rights  bought  with  the 
best  blood  of  ttieir  forefathers,  transmitted 
by  them  throogli  a  long  line  of  patriotic 
ancestry,  and  bequeathed  as  the  noblest 
inheritance  to  their  children;  and  thnt 
for  the  exercise  of  one  of  these  unalienable 
rights,  through  the  medium  of  a  free  press, 
has  the  House  punished  two  of  our  coun- 
trymen, setting  aside  the  ordinary  course 
of  law,  and,  in  their  own  cause,  taking 
upon  themselves  the  office  which  the  peti- 
tioners humbly  maintain  belongs  only  to 
a  jury,  that  or  deciding  whether  a  publi- 
cation l^e  libellous  or  not;  at  the  ^ame 
time  the  petitioners  lament  to  learn,  that, 
in  the  execution  of  the  Speaker's  warrant, 
undue  violence  has  been  used  to  that  law 
which  regards  an  Englishman's  house  as 
his  castle;  and  tbat,  wiUi  this  needless  and 
terrific  stretch  of  privilege,  the  petitioners' 
cannot  but  be  dissatisfied,  as  they  feel 
that  not  even  their  own  representatives 
ought  on  any  occasion,  to  have  the  right 
or  power  of  dispensing  with  the  charter  of 
our  liberties ;  and  they  imagine  that  they 
perceive  another  danger  arising  from  their 
possession  of  privileges  unlimited  by  law, 
which,  if  it  were  the  sole  danger,  would 
prove  their  impropriety:  If  the  two 
Houses  of  Parliament  have  power  to  de- 
fine their  own  privilegefs  each  may  assert 
such  as  are  incompatible  with  those  of  the 
other,  and  which,  by  their  clashing  inte- 
rests, may  produce  the  evils  of  anarchy 
and  civil  war;  here  the  petitioners  cannot 
refrain  from  adverting  to  certain  senti- 
ments said  to  have  been  delivered  in  the 
House,  they  mean  hints,  they  had  almost 
said  directions,  given  to  the  judges  of  the 
land*,  as  to  their  future  conduct  in  the  ac- 
tions brought  by  bir  F.  Burdett  against  the 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons  and 
the  ^rjeant  at  Arms  ;  while  they  regard 
those  sentiments  with  indignation,  they 
trust  that  the  judges  are  so  independent  as 
to'treat  all  such  intimations,  wherever  and 
by  whomsoever  they  may  have  beeli  ut- 
tered, with  deserved  contempt,  and  that 
the  court  of  Kinir's  bench  will  salkfy  the 
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caantry  that  to  Britons  there  .is  ao  .wroBg 
without  a  remedy^  and  that  by  them  no 
violence  can  be  suffered  without  an  afipeal 
to  the  law ;  and  the  petitioners  solemnly 
assure  the  House,  that  they  regard  the 
afore^mentioned  rigorous  treatment  of  Bri- 
tish subjects,  and  many  of  the  various  evils 
which  atiect  the  state,  as  arising  immedi- 
ately from  the  wretched  policy  of  a  weak 
and  intolerant  ministry,  but  primarily  from 
the  imperfect  state  of  the  representation 
of  the  people :  The  petition  presented  by 
Mr.  Grey,  now  lord  Grey,  in  17W,  at  the 
bar  of  the  House,  fully  details  the  most 
shameful  abuses  in  the  election  of  mem- 
bers of  parliament ;  and  numerous  peti- 
tions since  that  time,  some  of  them  very 
recent,  have  made  it  unnecessary  for  the 
petitioners  to  expatiate  on  those  grievances 
and  abuses :  here  they  must  however  take 
this  opportunity  to  complain  that  those 
grievances  and  abuses  not  only  remain 
upcorrected,  but,  judging  from  sundry  re- 
cent proceedings  of  the  House*  they  fear 
that  it  is  the  determination  of  a  majority 
of  their  members  to  perpetuate  practices 
which  are  avowedly  the  disgrace  of  many 
borough  elections,  which  are  in .  direct 
violation  of  the  purity  of  the  House,  and 
which  exist  in  open  defiance  of  the  strong 
resolutions  upon  that  subject  read  by  Mr. 
Madocks  when  he  made  hia  motion  respect- 
ing the  correct  traffic  and  revocation  of  a 
seat  by  two  of  hia  Majesty's  ministers,  in 
the  case  of  Mr.  Quintin  Dick,  into  which 
case,  flagrant  and  aggravated  as  it  ap* 
peared,  the  House  Eefti$ed  to  make  any 
enquiry :  and  that^  under  all  these  circum- 
stances, the  petitioners  csuinot,  without  the 
Seatest  sorrow,  contemplate  the  fate  of 
r.  Brand's  motion  on  the  subject  of  Par- 
liamentary EeCbm»,  a  motion  which  had 
for  its  object  only  the  fonsation  of  a  Com- 
mittee  to  enquire  into  the  eiqiediency  of 
reform;  and  they  earnestly  urge  the 
House  to  co-consider  this  subject,  which, 
as  inseparably  connected  with  the  peace 
and  prosperity  of  the  country,  the  peti*- 
tioners  have  most  seriously  at  hearty  being 
confidently  persuaded  that  the  disfran- 
chisement of  decayed  boroughs,  the  exten- 
sion of  elective  rights  to  populous  towns, 
and  triennial  parliaments,  so  far  from  being 
encroachments  opori  the  constitution,  of 
this  kingdom,  are  indispensibly  necessary 
for  its  preservation.'^ 

This  Petition  heiuf  read,  Mr.  Whit- 
bsead  movad«  That  li  do  lie  npoD  the 
table. 

Mr^Secretacy  lH^der  waadeariy  oCapi* 


nioii,  that  the  moment  UEie  Uouie  Utuk  the 
trouble  of  examining,  with-  sUciiiion,  the 
language  and  the  senUmente  of .  ebta  peti- 
tion, they  would  see  the  impoBsthilky  of 
receiving  it.  consistently  with  any  lof  the 
rules  by  which  the  House  had  been  guided 
in  the  reception  of  petitions;  for  tlte  peti- 
tion stated,  expressly,  that  in  the  exercise 
of  privilege  by  the  House,  in  the  caae  of 
the  imprisonment  of  sir  F.  Burdctt,  the 
House  had.  acted  in  a  manner  that  waa  not 
agreeable  to  the.  law  of  the  land.     He 
tl|ought  that  no  set  of  persons,  under  jco* 
lour  of  a  petition,  ought  to  be  allowed  to 
approach  the  House  of  Commons  and  thus 
attack  its  privileges.     The  caie  to  which 
the  petition  referred,  was  one  decided  by 
a  large  majority.     It  was  incompatible 
with  the  existence  of  the  privilege  of  the 
Hou9e,  that  persons  should  be  thus  allowed 
to  approach  it,  and  state  to  the  House 
that  they  ousht  not  to  acknowledge  iu 
privilege.    This  he  considered  in  the  light 
of  a  declaration  of  resistance  to  the  law  of 
the  land,  which  the  House  of  Commons 
should  not  soifer.    In  another  part  of  this 
petition  the  House  of  Commons  vnus  con- 
sidered as  only  nominall]^  the  represenU^ 
tion  of  the  people.    The  House  muei  de» 
cide  for  itself,  whether  it  would  allow  any 
description  of  men  thul  to  ineultit;  for 
his  part,  he  thought  it  a  doty,  which  the 
House  owed  to  itself,  to  tell  such  persons 
as  these  petitioners^  that  the  House  would 
not  endure  such  languaga  as  that  which 
was  contained  in  this  petition. 

Lord  MiUm  said,  that  although  his  own 
sentiments  were  known  to  difier  firom  those 
of  this  petition,  and  though  the  expres- 
sions in  it  were  not  so  guarded  as  they 
ought  to  be,  yet  he  knew  it  came  fiom  a 
class  of  persons  who  would  not  be  dis- 
posed to  offer  any  thing  offensive  or  dis* 
respectful  to  the  Hooae.  All  olaasea  of 
petitionea  must  not  be  supposed  oompe* 
tent  judges  of  the  precise  language  which 
the  House  would  deem  sufficiently  deco* 
rous^  and  when  men  oomplained  of  what 
they  conceived  to  be  grievances,  some 
latitude  of  expression  must  be  allowed' 
them ;  otherwise  he  did  not  know  what 
was  likely  to  become  of  the  right  of  pett* 
tioning. 

Mr.  WaUacc  spoke  agaimt  receiving  the 
petition,  on  the  ground  of  due  regard  to* 
the  dignity  of  that  House. 

Mr.  Cakrqft  hoped  the  House  did  not' 
mean  to  pursue  tnis  indignant  course  of 
rejecdng  the  petitions  of  the  people.  Five 
or  nx  weeka  ago»  when*  the  finl  of  the 
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lieUtioos  0B  these  tabjecti  wu  o^red  to 
the  HoDt»^  those  who  appbted  it  seemed 
to  feel  it  was  bat  decorovs  at  least  cahnly 
to  examine  and  discuss  its  contents,  before 
thev  proceeded  to  rejection,  and  therefore 
agreed  to  adjourn  the  debate  upon  it  to 
another  day,  that  the  House  might  have 
an  opportunity  of  duo  deliberation.  But 
of  late  they  proceeded  to  reject  almost  m- 
Himter.  He  thoofht  it  would  be  only 
consistent  with  ttie  respect  the  House 
owed  to  the  people  who  approached  that 
House,  with  their  petitions,  to  adjourn  this 
discussion  till  to«morrow,  and  he  rooted 
accordingly  that  the  debate  be  adjourned. 
General  TBHeim  felt  alarmed  at  the 
expressions  of  the  right  hon.  secretary 
upon-  the  subject  now  before  the  House, 
for  if  petitions  were  to  be  /ejected  for  the 
reasons  he  assigned, the  right  of  petitioning 
would  be  lost  for  ever.  The  right  hon.  gent, 
had  been  judge- advocate  of  the  anny,  and 
as  such  of  course  attached  tomilitary  disci« 
pline^and  brought  with  him  that  discipline 
into  the  House,  and  dictated  to  the  House 
of  Commons  what  petitions  it  ought  to  re- 
ceive,, what  petitions  it  oughuo  reject,  and 
what  language  the  people  of  England 
were  to  hold  m  their  petitions,  all  upon 
pure  military  principles  of  command,  and 
expectation  of  obedience.  He  had  better, 
while  about  it,  give  out  a  model  or  copy  of 
the  form  and  language  of  the  petitions 
which  ho  would  be  pleased  in  future  to 
fcceive;  thetmth  was,  he  believed  that 
such  petitions  as  were  intended  for  the 
King,  went  into  the  office  of  the  right  hon. 
gent,  if  palatable  to  him,  they  were  pre- 
sented to  his  Majesty,  if  not,,  they  remain- 
ed upon  his  shelf  like  waste  paper — many 
petitions  had  been  received  by  the  secre« 
tarv  of  state  and  treated  in  this  way. 
When  the  people  of  England  cooceiTed 
they  had  the  heaviest  gricTances  to  com- 
plain of,  then  wa»  the  right  of  petition 
abridged  by  the  right  hon.  gent.  Of  all 
thedDcfrine  he  had  ever  heard  on  the 
subject  of  the  right  to  petition,  that  con- 
tained in  the  speech  of  the  secretary  of 
state  to  .night  was  the  most  alarming  if  it 
was  adopted  :  the*  right  of  petitioDin  this 
country  would  be  no  more  than  that  which 
was  allowed  in  the  most  despotic  govern- 
ment.  If  these  military  notions  were  to 
|p>Tem  thf  right  of  petition,  the  constitu* 
tion  of  England  was,  indeed,  in  great 
dancer. 

.  !%•  jiHom^-OoMra/,  was.  glad  the 
hon.  officer  wkio  had  just  spoken  waa  so 
can^iBhis4esico.lo  keep  military  dis> 


Cipline  out  of  view  in  the  consideration  of 
the  civil  rights  of  the  subject ;  he  could  not 
help  congratulating  the  House  upon  such  a 
display  of  ceal  for  civil  instead  of  military 
eiforu  for  the  preservation  of  the  consu- 
totion,  which  he  was  glad  to  see  so  con-, 
spictioosly  in  the  disposition  of  the  gallant 
officer,  notwithstanding  his  military  edu- 
cation. He  had,  however,  contented  him- 
self with  that  display  of  zeal  for  the  civil 
rights  of  the  subjects,  for  he  had  not  ar^ 
gued  one  point  of  it.  With  respect  to 
the  petition  itself,  the  threMrst  paragraphs 
of  it  were  such,  that  the  House  could  not 
receive  it,  for  it  was  intirely  deficient  m 
that  respect  with  which  the  House  ought 
to  be  approached.  Here  he  read  the  para- 
graphs in  the  petition,  which  related  to 
sir  F.  Burdett  and  John  Gale  Jones :  and 
then  maintained,  that  the  saying  the  House 
of  Commons  was  only  nominally  the  I'e^ 
presentation  of  the  people  was  iosu£fer« 
able,  and  that  a  petition  containing  such 
sentiments^and  expressed  in  such  language, 
ought  not  to  be  received. 

Mr.  BarMg  was  of  opinion  that  there 
was  not  in  the  general  tenor  of  the  petition 
any  intention  to  insult  the  House.  He 
therefore  hoped>  that  it  would  be  received; 
By  doing  so,  they  would  give  an  assurance 
to  the  country  that  they  were  not  inclined 
to  look  nicely  to  the  terms  in  which  com- 
plaints were  brought  before  them,  but 
that  they  were  ready  to  listen  to  every 
petition  which  was  not  clearly  objection- 
able. He  asked,  were  not  the  decisions 
of  the  House  as  to  Gale  Jones  and  sir  P; 
Burdett,  as  open  to  discussion  by  the  pub- 
lic as  any  other  measure  which  might 
come  before  the  House  } 

Mr.  Siepkm  referred  to  that  part  of  IhC 
petition  where  allusion  was  made  to  cer- 
tain speeches  said  to  have  been  made  m 
that  House  for  the  intimidation  of  thit 
judges,  which  the  petitioners  stated  had 
filled  them  (with  indignation^  and  whiciS 
they  hoped  the  jadges  would  treat  #ith 
conleinpt*  'Hie  Heuse  refused  the  right  of 
alluding  to  former  debates  te  their  own 
members,  and  were  they  to  sufl^r  it  to  be 
exercised  by  these  petitioners.  This 
petition  did,  indeed,  go  further  than  sonMl 
others  in  allowing,  that  the  members  of 
that  House  were  not  jostled  or  hustle  in 
the  lobby,  or  when  comtngto  attend  their 
business  in  parliament.  Thie,  probaMy^ 
was  one  of  the  reasons  which  induct^  the 
petitioners  te«elect  the  hon.  gent.  Qippo« 
site  to  present  the  petition,  they  having 
be^  pleased  to  allow  him  a  liberty  wMeS 
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his  .friends  at  a  late  meeting  in  the  city  did 
not  seem  witting  to  concede  to  him. 

.Mr.  Whithread  was  satisfied  that  the 
hon.  and  learned  gent,  was  not  present  at 
the  meeting  to  which  he  referred.  He 
could  not,  therefore,  suppose  that  he  was 
the  person  who  had  given  to  the  ministerial 
papers  a  false  report  of  the  proceedings  of 
that  meeting,  where  he  assured  the  hon. 
and  learned  gent,  he  had  been  treated 
with  great  civility.  The  testimony  of  the 
noble  lord  (Milton)  he  thought  sufficient 
to  satisfy  the  fliuse  that  the  petitioners 
could  have  no  intention  to  ofier  them 
,  an  insult.  Such  a  declaration  from  the 
noble  lord  in  the  present  instance  was 
truly  magnanimous.  The  petition  went 
to  approve  of  the  argument  of  sir  F.  Bur* 
dett,  but  not  of  every  expression  in  that 
argument ;  therefore,  that  could  not  be 
to  insult  the  House.  The  petitioners 
stated  that  they  did  not  acknowledge  the 
privileges  of  the  House.  Neither  bad  sir 
f,  Burdett  acknowledged  it,  and  it  had 
now  gone,  high  as  it  was  lately  represented 
to  stand,  to  be  tried  before  a  court  of  law, 
which  a  right  hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Yorke)  had 
confessed  was  the  proper  tribunal.  .  The 
conduct  of  the  House  in  the  rejection  of 
the  petitions  on  this  subject,  he  contended 
^    had  been  capricious  in  the  Extreme. 

The  Chancellor  cf  the  Exchequer  said,  it 
was  sufficient  to  look  to  '  the  language  of 
the  petition  to  decide  that  it  ought  to  be 
/rejected. 

Mr.  W.  Smiih  contended,  that  as  the 
petition  only  approved  of  the  argument, 
and  not  of  the  expressions  used  by  the 
hon.  bart.  and  as  it  was  admitted  on  all 
hands  that  the  hon.  bart.  had  a  right  to 
argue  the  question  of  privilege,  therefore 
there  could  be  nothing  derogatory  to  the 
dignity  of  the  House  in  the  petitioners  ap- 
proving of  the  argument. 

Mr.  Yorke  was  for  rejecting  the  petition, 
conceiving  it  to  be  part  of  the  system  now 
on  foot  for  bringing  down  that  House,  and 
against  which  so  long  ta  he  held  a  seat  in 
it,  he  was  resolved  to  set  his  face.  He 
had  been  accused  of  saying,  that  the  court 
of  King's  Bench  was  the  proper  tribunal 
to  try  these  proceedings.  He  had  not 
said  so  in  unqualified  terms.  He  had  not 
aaid  that  it  was  the  only  proper  tribunal. 
He  was  convinced  that  the  House  was  the 
proper  judge  of  its  own  privileges ;  but, 
considering  the  delusion  under  which 
part  of  the  public  laboured,  he  thought  it 
m  fortunate  circumstance  that  the  proceed- 
ipgt  bad  gone  to  a  iribunal  where  thft  <fri- 
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vileges  of  the  House  would  be  cotifirmed; 
as  the  court  of  King's  Bench  would  only 
have  to  say  if  it  was  or  was  not  a  priTilege 
of  parliament ;  and  if  it  was,  then  they 
must  naturally  add — "  it  is  too  high  for  as 
to  meddle  with.'' 

Mr.  C  fV.  Wym  observed,  that  be  dif- 
fered from  the  right  hon  gent,  entirely  as 
to  his  notion  of  the  manner  in  which  the 
privileges  of  the  House  ought  to  be  de» 
fended  ;  neither  the  King's  Bench  nor 
the  House  of  Lords  ought  to  take  cogni- 
zance of  them  at  all.  He  had  no  objection 
to  the  postponement,  but  he  had  no  doubt 
that  the  petition  ought  to  be  rejected. 

Th»  House  then  divided.— For  the  post- 
ponement 14 — Against  it  61 — Majority 
47.     The  Petition  was  then  rejected. 

[Court  of  Admiralty.]  Lord  CbcA- 
rone  rose  and  spoke  as  follows  :  Sir  ;  Did 
the  cause,  which  I  have  undertaken^  rest 
on  proof  less  clear  than  the  evidence  of 
facts,  that  lie  on  the  table  of  this  House^ 
I  should  despair  of  success :  as  well  from 
a  knowledge  of  myself,  as  from  the  zeal 
of  learned  gentlemen,  whose  habits,  and, 
in  justice,  whose  ability,  could  make 

The  cobwebs  on  a  dungeon  wall. 

Seem  tap'stry  in  a  lordly  hall : 

A  nat<sbell  seem  a  gilded  barge; 

A  coUage  aeem  a  palace  large; 

And  youth  seem  age-^-^uid  age  seem  youtfa. 

Perhaps  the  learned  gentleman  oppo- 
site, can  aid  my  remembrance  of  the  last 
line.  [Mr.  Stephen,  who  on  a  former  night 
made  use  of  the  same  quotation.]  How- 
ever that  may  be,  it  is  in  the  recollection 
of  the  House,  that  on  a  former  eTening,  I 
stated  the  extent  to  which  the  commerce 
of  the  enemy  is  freely  carried  on :  from 
Italy  by  .Leghorn,  Genoa,  Toulon  and 
Marseilles;  through  Cette  and  Bone  to 
Bourdeaux;  thence  down  the  Garonne, 
by  Rocfafort,  Brest,  and  the  Seine,  to  Hol- 
land and  the  northern  extremity  of  Eu- 
rope. I  mentioned,  that  the  cultivators 
of  the  vine  thus  receive  articles  of  primary 
necessity :  corn,  flour,  butter,  cheeai^,  and 
salt  provisions;  and  return  their  dried 
fruits,  wine,  oil,  brandy,  wax,  cotton,  sill^ 
and  the  various  productions  of  the  south : 
at  once  affording  materials  to  their  manu« 
facturers:  gain  to  their  merchants:  oc* 
copation  to  thousands  in  the  shipments:  a 
revenue  to  the  state,  and  employment  to 
their  mariners.  Thus  ^ministering  to  the 
wants  and  luxuries  of  all  the  inbabilants. 
of  the  various  climates  of  that  vast  empire. 
— It  is  not  so  much  by  his  own  itreDgtli^ 
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tbal  Napoleon  bat  acquired  his  preaent 
greatneM,  ai  by  oar  supineness  and  want 
of  energy.  The  gofemments  which  he 
has  croabedy  have  fallen  rather  under  ihe 
weiffht  of  iheir  own  corruption,  unreme- 
died and  nnredrened,  than  by  any  effort 
of  his. — Possessed  of  power,  as  we  are» 
greater  than  the  united  navies  of  the  world, 
should  the  commerce  of  the  enemy  be 
allowed  to  flourish,  to  an  extent,  incredible 
as  it  may  appear,  greater  in  number  of 
vessels,  and  in  number  of  men,  than  when 
ancient  France  had  colonies  and  fleets  to 
defend  it  If  this  is  denied,  send  a  depu- 
tation and  I  will  prove  the  fact. — Turn 
towards  the  Thames,  and  you  will  perceive 
it  covered  with  foreign  ships !  Look  at  the 
estimate  of  our  trade  to  Europe,  on  the 
table  of  this  House,  and  you  will  perceive, 
that  the  number  of  fifitish  sailors,  em- 
ployed in  it,  is  10,000!  while  the  foreign 
seamen,  tradins  to  our  ports,  amount  to 
i2l>,000:  and,  of  the  sixteen  thousand  no- 
minally ours,  let  it  be  remembered,  that 
one-third  are  foreigners;  making  the  ratio 
against  England,  and  in  favour  of  the  con- 
tinent, as  a  nursery  for  seamen,  in  the 
proportion  of  35  to  10.— In  the  three  last 
years,  the  British  seamen,  in' this  trade, 
notwithstanding  the  intercourse  with  Spain 
has  been  opened,  have  decreased  more 
than  one  twentieth  annually,  or  as  2 1  to 
17:  while  the  mariners  of  the  continent, 
trading  to  England,  have  augmented  from 
23,000  to  29,000!  Our  tonnage  has  fallen 
as  is  37  to  25,  0/  nearly  one-third ;  while 
the  carrying  trade  to  our  porrs  and  rivers 
lias  Visen  from  417,000  to  560,000  tons! 
Our  tonnase,  imports  and  exports  added 
together,  does  only  equal  the  inward  fo^ 
reign  tonnage  alone.  I  speak  from  a  do- 
cument on  the  table  of  this  House. 

Thus  do  we  supply  the  sinews  of  war^ 
to  the  ruler  of  continental  Europe;  an 
enemy  who,  however  powerful,  however 
rancorous  his  hate,  is  less- to  be  dreaded, 
than  the  eflects  of  our  own  narrow  views 
and  contemptible  counsels.  Well  may 
the  French  government  say,  that  «  the 
"  English  ministry,  through  the  fogs  of 
"London,  see  nothing;"  "  and  that  the 
^  statesmen  of  England,  carry  not  their 
"  political  views  beyond  those  of  a  city 
"counting-house:''  a  just  remark,  that 
briogs  to  my  remembrance  a  Spanish  pro- 
verb, which  I  have  often  heard  the  people 
apply,  when  speaking  of  our  measures: 
"  Uoando  los  ciegos,  condocen  ciegos, 
"  ambos  coren  peligro  de  caer  en  el 
**  h«yo/'-p*Had  we  ndlen  into  this  state, 
uxviu 


in  spite  of  every  vigorous  efibrt,  thei| 
would  there  be  no  hope  of  remedy.  This, 
Sir,  is  not  the  fact.  Were  Che  t;onduct  of 
the  war  entrusted  to  men  capable  of  di- 
recting the  force  of  this  kingdom,— aye, 
half  the  force  of  this  kingdom,— in  twelve 
months  there  would  be  an  end  to  hostili- 
ties. — Would  the  enemy,  with  our  naval 
superiority,  and  an  inferior  army,  pltcli 
that  army  in  the  interior  oi  a  country,  to 
crawl  along  thirty  inches  at  a  step,  and 
that  too,  in  a  direction  which  the  enemy 
must  always  know  as  well  as  ourselves — ana 
which  it  is  impossible  to  conceal ;  when, 
for  such  time  as  might  suit  our  purposes, 
we  could,  by  desultory  movements,  com»» 
mand,  with  a  small  military  force,  every 
part  of  the  coast  of  France,  or  any  other 
under  the  dominion  of  France,  from  the 
Tiber  to  the  Elbe,  and  occupy  on  the  de- 
fensive, two  hundred  thousand  of  the 
enemy,  who  must  be  maintained  at  the 
expence  of  the  treasury  of  France;  and 
not  as  now  is  the  cas«,  at  the  cost  of  those 
whom  we  call  our  allies?*— Tacitus,  that 
penetrating  historian,  who  dived  into  the 
hidden  motives  of  men,  of  those,  who 
under  the  mask  of  patriotism,  and  under 
the  cloak  of  zeal,  for  the  public  welfare 
brought  ruin  on  the  Roman  state,  has  left 
a  lesDon,  by  which  mankind  might  be  in- 
structed. A  wise  government  sliould 
suard  agaiiii^t  evils,  which  may  spring- 
trurn  the  weakness  of  our  nature  ;  it  is 
not  sufficient  to  correct  evils,  when  their 
consequences  are  felt. — Far  be  it  from  me 
to  impute  to  sinister  motives,  or  ascribe  to 
personal  views,  the  prolongation  of  the 
miseries  of  our  country.  It  is  not  enough^ 
however,  to  be  guiltless ;  public  men 
ought  to  be  not  only  pure,  but  unsuspect- 
ed. I  am,  therefore,  averse  to  a  revenue, 
arising  firom  war,  even  to  the  crown  it- 
self, the  fountain  of  justice  and  of  honour : 
still  more  so  to  the  principles  of  the  bin, 
now  before  the  House,  to  secure,  during 
the  joint  lives  of  the  right  hon.  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  and  his  brother, 
an  immense  war  emolument,  [33^000/.  a 
year,  as  registrar  of  the  admiralty  court,] 
to  be  derived  from  the  navy,  or  from  any 
other  source. 

Is  it  sufficient  that  we  possess  a  thousand 
ships  floating  unresisted  on  the  ocean,  or 
that  the  admiralty  have  a  map  of  their 
situations,  which  the  enemy  know  as  well  • 
as  themselves  ?  To  call  forth  the  powers 
of  the  navy,  if  a  stimulus  is  unnecessary^ 
and  if  patriotism  suffice,  as  one  officer  baa 
told  iM»  open  the  field  to  patriotic  exer- 
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his  friends  at  a  late  meeting  in  the  city  did 
not  seem  wiHing  to  concede  to  him. 

.Mr.  Whubrcad  was  satisfied  that  the 
hon.  and  Teamed  gent,  was  not  present  at 
the  meeting  to  which  he  referred.  He 
could  not,  therefore,  suppose  that  he  was 
the  person  who  had  given  to  the  ministerial 
papers  a  false  report  of  the  proceedings  of 
that  meeting,  where  he  assured  the  hon. 
and  learned  gent,  he  had  been  treated 
with  great  civuity.  The  testimony  of  the 
noble  lord  (Milton)  he  thought  sufficient 
to  satisfy  the  S)use  that  the  petitioners 
could  have  no  intention  to  ofler  them 
,  an  insult.  Such  a  declaration  from  the 
noble  lord  in  the  present  instance  was 
truly  magnanimous.  The  petition  went 
to  approve  of  the  argument  of  sir  F.  Bur* 
dett,  but  not  of  every  expression  in  that 
argument ;  therefore,  that  could  not  be 
to  insult  the  HouSe.  Th^  petitioners 
stated  that  they  did  not  acknowledge  the 
privileges  of  the  House.  Neither  had  sir 
f,  Burdett  acknowledged  it,  and  it  had 
now  gonie,  high  as  it  was  lately  represented 
to  stand,  to  be  tried  before  a  court  of  law, 
which  a  right  hon.  gent*  (Mr.  Yorke)  had 
confessed  was  the  proper  tribunal.  .  The 
conduct  of  the  House  in  the  rejection  of 
the  petitions  on  this  subject,  he  contended 
^    had  been  capricious  in  the  ^treme. 

The  Chancellor  pf  the  Exchequer  said,  it 
was  sufficient  to  look  to  '  the  language  of 
the  petition  to  decide  that  it  ought  to  be 
,  rejected. 

Mr«  W.  Smiih  contended,  that  as  the 
petition  only  approved  of  the  argument, 
and  not  of  the  expressions  used  by  the 
hon.  bart.  and  as  it  was  admitted  on  all 
hands  that  the  hon.  bart.  had  a  right  to 
argue  the  question  of  privilege,  therefore 
there  could  be  nothing  derogatory  to  the 
dignity  of  the  House  In  the  petitioners  ap- 
proving of  the  argument. 

Mr.  Yorke  was  for  rejecting  the  petition, 
conceiving  it  to  be  part  of  the  system  now 
on  foot  for  bringing  down  that  House,  and 
against  which  so  long  as  he  held  a  seat  in 
it,  he  was  resolved  to  set  his  face.  He 
bad  been  accused  of  saying,  that  the  court 
of  King's  Bench  was  the  proper  tribunal 
to  try  these  proceedings.  He  had  not 
taid  so  in  unqualified  terms.  He  had  not 
laid  that  it  was  the  only  proper  tribunal. 
He  was  convinced  that  the  House  was  the 
proper  judge  of  its  own  privileges ;  but, 
considering  the  delusion  under  which 
part  of  the  public  laboured,  he  thought  it 
s  fortunate  circumstance  that  the  proceed- 
Migi  had  goae  to  a  tribonal  wh«rt  tlia  ^- 
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vileges  of  the  House  would  be  ootifirmed; 
as  the  cotirt  of  King's  Bench  woo  Id  only 
have  to  say  if  it  was  or  was  not  a  priTilege 
of  parliament ;  and  if  it  was,  then  th^ 
must  naturally  add — **  it  is  too  higii  for  as 
to  meddle  with." 

Mr.  C.  IF.  Wym  observed,  that  be  dif- 
fered from  the  right  hon  gent  entirely  as 
to  his  notion  of  the  manner  in  which  the 
privileges  of  the  House  ought  to  be  de* 
fende<l ;  neither  the  King's  Bench  nor 
the  House  of  Lords  ought  to  take  cogni- 
zance of  them  at  all.  He  had  no  objectioii 
to  the  postponement,  but  he  had  no  doubt 
that  the  petition  ought  to  be  rejected. 

Th»  House  then  divided.-— For  the  post* 
pouement  14— Against  it  61 — Majority 
47.    The  Petition  was  then  rejected. 

[Court  op  Admiralty.]  Lord  Coek'^ 
rane  rose  and  spoke  as  follows  :  Sir  ;  Did 
the  cause,  which  I  have  undertaken^  reat 
on  proof  less  clear  than  the  evidence  of 
facts,  that  lie  on  the  table  of  this  House, 
1  should  despair  of  success :  as  well  from 
a  knowledge  of  myself,  as  from  the  zeal 
of  learned  gentlemen,  whose  habits,  and, 
in  justice,  whose  ability,  could  make 

The  cobwebs  on  a  dungeon  wall. 

Seem  tap'stry  in  a  lordly  hall: 

A  nut-shell  seem  a  gilded  haiige; 

A  cottage  aeeip  a  palace  large  ^ 

And  youth  seem  age^— and  ag«i  seem  youth. 

Perhaps  the  learned  gentleman  oppo- 
site, can  aid  my  remembrance  of  the  last 
line.  [Mr.  Stephen,  who  on  a  former  night 
made  use  of  the  same  quotation.]  How- 
ever that  may  be,  it  is  in  the  recollection 
of  the  House,  that  on  a  former  evening,  I 
stated  the  extent  to  which  the  comoierce 
of  the  enemy  is  freely  carried  on :  from 
Italy  by  ^Leghorn,  Genoa,  Toulon  and 
MarseiHes;  through  Cette  and  Bone  to 
Bourdeaux;  thence  down  the  Garonne, 
by  Rochfort,  Brest,  and  the  Seine,  to  Hol- 
land and  the  northern  extremity  of  Eu- 
rope. I  mentioned,  that  the  cultivators 
of  the  vine  thus  receive  articles  of  primary 
necessity :  corn,  flour,  butter,  cheeaib,  and 
aalt  provisions;  and  return  their  dried 
fruits,  wine,  oil,  brandy,  wax,  cotton,  silk, 
and  the  various  productions  of  the  south : 
at  once  affording  materials  to  their  manu- 
facturers: gain  to  their  merchants:  oc« 
cupation  to  thousands  in  the  shipments:  a 
revenue  to  the  state,  and  employment  to 
their  mariners.  Thus  ^ministering  to  the 
wants  and  luxuries  of  all  the  inhabitants, 
of  the  various  climates  of  that  vast  empire. 
«-»It  ia  not  so  moch  by  hia  owa  itreogth# 
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thftt  Napoleon  hai  acquired  his  present 
greatneM,  ai  by  oar  sqpineness  and  want 
of  energy.  The  gofemments  which  he 
baa  crttflbed,  have  fallen  rather  under  the 
weight  of  their  own  corruption,  unreme- 
died and  unredressed,  than  by  any  eilbrt 
of  his. — Possessed  of  power,  as  we  are, 
greater  than  the  united  naties  of  the  world, 
should  the  commerce  of  the  enemy  be 
allowed  to  flourish,  to  an  extent,  incredible 
as  it  may  appear,  greater  in  number  of 
vessels,  and  in  number  of  men,  than  when 
ancient  France  had  colonies  and  fleets  to 
defend  it  If  this  is  denied,  send  a  depu« 
tation  and  I  will  prove  the  fact, — ^Torn 
towards  the  Thames,  and  you  will  perceire 
jt  covered  with  foreign  ships !  Look  at  the 
estimate  of  our  trade  to  Europe,  on  the 
table  of  this  House,  and  you  will  perceive, 
that  the  number  of  Bifitish  sailors,  em- 
ployed in  it,  is  10,0001  while  the  foreign 
seamen,  tradins  to  our  ports,  amount  to 
2D,000:  and,  of  the  sixteen  thousand  no- 
minallv  ours,  let  it  be  remembered,  that 
one-third  are  foreigners;  making  the  ratio 
against  England,  and  in  favour  of  the  con- 
tinent, as  a  nursery  for  seamen,  in  the 
proportion  of  35  to  10. — In  the  three  last 
years,  the  British  seamen,  in' this  trade, 
notwithstanding  the  intercourse  with  Spain 
has  been  opened,  hare  decreased  more 
than  one  twentieth  annually,  or  as  2 1  to 
17:  while  the  mariners  of  the  continent, 
trading  to  England,  have  augmented  from 
23,000  to  2d,000 !  Our  tonnage  has  fallen 
as  is  37  to  25,  o/  nearly  one-Uiird ;  whil^ 
the  carrying  trade  to  our  porrs  and  rivers 
lias  >isen  from  4(7,000  to  560,000  tons! 
Our  tonnage,  imports  and  exports  added 
tofiether,  does  only  equal  the  inward  fo^ 
retgn  tonnage  alone.  I  speak  from  a  do- 
cument on  the  table  of  this  House. 

Thus  do  we  supply  the  sinews  of  wao 
to  the  raler  of  continental  Europe;  an 
enemy  who,  however  powerful,  however 
rancorous  hia  hate,  is  less-  to  be  dreaded, 
than  the  eflects  of  our  own  narrow  views 
and  contemptible  counsels.  Well  may 
the  French  j;overnnlent  say,  that  '<  the 
"  English  ministry,  through  the  fogs  of 
"  London,  see  nothing ;"  "  and  that  the 
^  statesmen  of  England,  carry  not  their 
«'  political  views  beyond  those  of  a  city 
"  counting -house:"  a  just  remark,  that 
brings  to  my  remembrance  a  Spanish  pro- 
verb, which  I  have  often  heard  the  people 
apply,  when  speaking  of  our  measures: 
it  Quando  los  ciegos,  condocen  ciegot, 
*'  ambos  coren  peligro  de  caer  en  el 
•'  h*yo/'«^Had  we  fallea  into  thia  stota, 

U  XVII. 


in  spite  of  every  vigorous  efibrt,  thei| 
would  there  be  no  hope  of  remedy.  This, 
Sir,  is  not  the  fact.  Were  the  t^onduct  of 
the  war  entrusted  to  men  capable  of  di- 
recting the  force  of  this  kihgdom,«-aye, 
half  the  force  of  this  kingdom,— in  twelve 
months  there  would  be  an  end  to  hostili* 
ties. — Would  the  enemv,  with  our  naval 
superiority,  and  an  inferior  army,  pltcli 
that  army  in  the  interior  of  a  country,  to 
crawl  along  thirty  inches  at  a  step,  and 
that  too,  in  a  direction  which  the  enemy 
must  always  know  as  well  as  ourselves — and 
which  it  is  impossible  to  conceal ;  whei^ 
for  such  time  as  might  suit  our  purposes, 
we  could,  by  desultory  movements,  com*, 
mand,  with  a  small  military  force,  every 
part  of  the  coast  of  France,  or  any  other 
under  the  dominion  of  France,  from  the 
Tiber  to  the  Elbe,  and  occupy  on  the  de- 
fensive, two  hundred  thousand  of  the 
enemy,  who  must  be  maintained  at  the 
expence  of  the  treasury  of  France ;  and 
not  as  now  is  the  castr,  at  the  cost  of  those 
whom  we  call  our  allies ?-*Tacitu9,  that 
penetrating  historian,  who  dived  into  the 
hidden  motive^  of  men,  of  those,  who 
under  the  maak  of  patriotism,  and  under 
the  cloak  of  zeal,  for  the  public  welfare, 
brought  ruin  on  the  Roman  slate,  has  left 
a  lesjion,  by  which  mankind  might  be  in- 
structed. A  wise  government  should 
guard  against  evils,  which  may  sipring- 
from  the  weakness  of  our  nature ;  it  is 
not  sufficient  to  correct  evils,  when  their 
consequences  are  felt. — Far  be  it  from  me 
to  impute  to  sinister  motives,  or  ascribe  to 
personal  views,  the  prolongation  of  the 
miseries  of  our  country.  It  is  not  enough^ 
however,  to  be  guiltless ;  public  men 
ought  to  be  not  only  pure,  but  unsuspect- 
ed. I  am,  therefore,  averse  to  a  revenue, 
arising  from  war,  even  to  the  crown  it- 
self, the  fountain  of  justice  aind  of  honour; 
still-  more  so  to  the  principles  of  the  bill^ 
now  before  the  Hpuse,  to  secure,  during 
the  jpint  live^  of  the  right  hon.  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  and  his  brother^ 
an  immense  war  emolument,  [33,000/.  a 
year,  as  registrar  of  the  admiralty  court,] 
to  be  derived  from  the  navy,  or  from  any 
other  source. 

Is  it  sufficient  that  we  possess  a  thousand 
ships  floating  unresisted  on  the  ocean,  or 
that  the  admiralty  have  a  map  of  their 
situations,  which  the  enemy  know  as  well  < 
as  themselves  ?  To  call  forth  the  powera 
of  the  nav^,  if  a  stimulus  is  unnecessary^ 
and  if  patriotism  suffice,  as  one  officer  haa 
told  nib  open  the  field  to  patriotic  exer« 
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tion,  and  apply  'Ae  proceeds  of  captures, 
to  the  legitimate  purposes  of  the  state. 
Let  not  the  navy  have  the  mortifying  dis- 
couragement, to  see  the  fruit  of  their  la- 
bour wrested  from  them,  to  pamper  those 
vvho  bear  ho  part  in  the  toil,  necessary  to 
effect  captures,  made  on  the  shores  of  the 
fenemy. 

Without    entering   into  the    question, 
tvhcther  the  deb*ire  ot  gain,  in  open  war,  is 
k  principle  justifiable  or  not — such  ap- 
propriation must,  and  will  act,  in  direct 
opposition  to  the  interests  of  our  country, 
fifapoleon,  whose    comprehensive'    mind 
embraces   the   workings   of    the    human 
heart,  converts  even  the  vices  of  mankind, 
to  the  use  of  the  state  ;    while  our  minis- 
ters seeni,  merely  to  consult  the  gratifica- 
tion of  their  own.     Does  patriotism  stimu- 
late   those    generals,  who   are  about  to 
trample  in  the  dust,  the  l^st  remains  of 
liberty,  if  liberty  it  can  be  called,  in  con- 
tinental Europe  ?  Here  we  have  a  different 
enemy  to  contend  with,  and  I  would  ask, 
If  there  ever  existed,  in  the  hands  of  the 
Prince  of  the  Peace,  means  of  corruption 
inore  powerful,  or  more  ready  to  recon- 
cile   persons  to  hts  evil   administration, 
^nd  to  convey  his  pernicious  counsel  to 
the  royal  ear,  than  the  uncontrouled  ap- 
propriation of  the  droits  of  the  admiralty 
ftnd  droits  of  the  crown  ?  I  will  undertake. 
Sir,  to  prove,  that  the  papers  on  jyour  ta* 
ble,  relative  to  these  droits, are  false;  and 
that  grants  have  been  made,  which  are 
npt  there  inserted.     Look,  too,  at  the  dis- 
tribution of  those  that  appear,  and  con* 
•ider  the  effect  which  they  are  capable  of 
))roducin^.    How  Happens  it,  that  the  gift 
of  a  whole  ship  and  cargo,  to  William 
Moir,  is  not  inserted,  and  the  account,  at 
the  same  time,  be  exactly  balanced  ?    It 
ti  ill  be  found.  Sir,  when  investigated,  that 
>vhole  ships  have  disappeared  in  this  way, 
"Without  being  noticed  at  all.      I  will  un- 
dertake to  shew,  that    the    droits  have 
amounted  to  nearer  eleven,  than  seven 
millions,  the  sum  which  appears  in  this 
'account ;  for  besidies  those  tnat  have  va- 
nished, many  ships,  against  whose  names 
trifling  sums  appear,  have  been  compro- 
mised :  some  tor  a  30th  part  of  their  real 
Value,  and  '*  no  man  knows,  or  can  know 
^'  in  the  present  state  of  things,''  to  what 
purposes  those  sums  have  been  applied. 

Now,  Sir,  to  enter  upon  one  part  of  the 
subject,  to  which  it  is  more  immediately 
]fny  object  to  call  {he  att<fntion  of  the 
Jtlouse ;  and  I  shall  be  as  brief  as  possi- 
"hi*. — It  i&  the  duty  ^i  every  officer  and 


teaman  in  his  Majesty**  service,  immedi- 
ately on  the  orders  for  repriskfs  be7ng  i»- 
suedf,  "  to  seize  the  vessels,  goods,  i^rares, 
"  and  merchandize,  belonging  to  the 
''  enemy  ?"  this  will  be  readify  fbund  by 
reference  to  the  instructions,  issued  on  the 
17th  of  May,  1S03;  and  that  negbecttng 
to  do  so,  is  punishable  by  the  articles  of 
war. — I  believe  I  may  withoat  fear  of 
contradiction,  assert,  that  it  is  the  inten- 
tion of  his  Majesty  and  the  legislature,  at 
evinced  in  the  acts  that  have  passed,  and 
the  proclamations,  that  have  issued,  to 
stimulate  to  exertion  m  the  service  of  tfie 
country,  by  the  prospect  of  revearJ,  to 
arise  from  a  diligent  and  faithfal  per- 
formance of  duty.  Since  the  reign  of 
queen  Anne,  the  crown  has  uniformly  de- 
clared, that  the  net  proceeds  of  captaret 
shall  be  for  the  entire  benefit  knd  encoa* 
ragement  of  the  officers,  seamen,  &:c. 

Although  it  may  be  tedious,  yet  I  trost. 
Sir,  in  the  indulgence  of  the  House,  whilst 
I  read  extracts  from  the  different  docu- 
ments, to  which  I  shall  have  occasion  to 
refer ;  for  I  am  anxious,  that  eYery  part 
of  my  statement  shall  not  only  be  correct, 
but  be  proved,  also,  as  I  proceed.— In  tbt 
33  Geo.  3,  c.  66,  entitled  an  del  ''  for  the 
"  encouragement  of  seamen,  and  for  the 
"  better  manning  of  his  TJajesty's  nary," 
it  is  enacted,  **  that  the  flag-ofncers,  com* 
''  manders  and  other  officers,  teamen,  m^ 
"  rines,  and  soldiers,  on  board  every  ship 
''  and  vessel  of  war,  in  his  Majesty's  pay, 
"  shall  have  the  sole  interest  and  pMpertf 
"  of,  and  in,  all  and  cvei^  ship,  vessel, 
'*  goods,  and  merchandizes,  after  tHe  same 
**  shall  have  been  adjudged  iawful  prize 
"  to  his  Majesty."  So  various  are  the  re» 
gulations  that  baVe  been  made,  and  in> 
ducements  held  forth,  evidently  tending, 
and  openly  avowed  to  act  on  the  desiras 
of  mankind,  that  it  would  indeed,  be  wasu 
ing'the  tithe  of  this  House,  to  adduce  all 
the  proofs,  which  I  have  brought  here: 
I  shall,  therefore,  oiily  notice  a  few  ot 
them.— -In  the  23rd  sect,  of  the  act,  Just 
noticed,  we  have  requisitions,  for  the  pur* 
pose  of  expediting  th^  proceedings  in  tbt 
court  of  admiralty,  for  the  express  purposa 
of  lessening  the  expences  to  the  captort. 
-»In  the  27th  sect,  the  exact  sum  to  ha 
paid,  for  adjudging  and  condemning  priaei 
abroad,  is  limited  to  10/.  under  100  tons, 
and  \5L  above  that  burthen.  I  do  not 
ksMw,  why  the  word '  abroad'  should  have 
been  inserted  ;  perhans  ibe  learned  gen- 
tlemen of  the  admiralty  court,  at  home, 
can  in&Hn  ui— 'those  wKb,  vvhen  iitcli 
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viat^jrs  w^re  bcfotfe  ^iuted  mtbi^Hoase, 
and  when  it  became  necessary  to  ^osome*, 
thing  ia  appearaoo^  at  lea$t,  to  lei^sen  the 
scandalous  expeaces  attendant  ou  the  con- 
demnation of  small  privateers^  introduced 
the  following  ei\actm^Qt«  (s,  1 1),  "  that  for 
^*  the  encouragement  of  (he  capture  of  smal  1 
**  armed  ships,  belongyis  to  the  enemy,  it 
"  shall  and  may  be  lawful,  to  and  for  the 
"  9aptorSj  to  include,  in  one  adjudication, 
''  any  number,  not  exceeding  six,  of  suck 
^*  small  armed  ships."  I  beg  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House  to  the  restrictions  that 
follow,  **  (having  a  com|;nission  of  letter 
<'  of  matt,)  from  the  enemy,  not  exceeding 
*'  fifty  tops,  and  which  shall  have  been 
"  taken  within  the  space  of  three  months, 
'<^precedii^  the  application  to  the  couit 
''  of  admiralty,  for  such  adjudication."  A 
case  which  u^ver  did,  nor,  probably,  ever 
will  occur.  The  learned  gentlemen,  when 
thus  providing  '^  for  the  encouragement 
^'  of  the  navy/'  should,  at  the* same  time, 
have  added  another  clause,  "  that  such 
**  privateers  should  assemble,  for  the  pur- 
*'  pose  of  being  taken."  Were  I  to  ex- 
press my  feelings,  I  should  say,  the  clause 
was  an  insult,  and  a  mockery  to  this 
House,  and  to  the  navy.  I  ask  the  learn- 
ed judge,  if  he  ever  decided  on  such  a 
case?.  6ix  privateers,  under  fifcy  tons, 
taken  within  three  montlisi  by  the  same 
ship ! ! — In  the  59th  sect,  to  prevent  frauds 
on  captors,  an  account  of  sales  is  to  be 
exhibited ;  and  there  is  a  penalty  for  neg- 
lect.  I  shall  concisely  mention  two  in- 
Stances  more,  wherein  the  intention  is,  if 
possible,  more  marked,,and  the  principle 
for  which  I  contend,  still  more  clearly 
admitted,  namely,  that  those  feelings  ac- 
tuate, which,  probably,  ought  not  to  sway 
inankjnd — the  love  of  gain — or,  perhaps 
more  correctly  speaking,  the  denire  of  ob- 
taining the  reward,  due  to  laborious  and 
anxious  exertion.  Head-money  is  to  be 
paid,  even  out  of  the  purses  of  our  coun- 
trymen, expressly  "  as  a  farther  reward 
*'  and  encouragement,  to  attack  and  de- 
"  stroy  the  enemy."  ^  (Sect.  40.)  An 
eighth  part  even  of  British  property,  re- 
captured, is  allowed  lo  king  s  snips,  and 
a  ffixtb  to  privateers;  a  just  distinction, 
founded  ou  .principles,  which  I  need  not 
explain,  in  corroboration  of  the  troth  of 
the  facts  which  I  am  maintaining.— In  the 
^Ist  of  his  present  Majesty,  the  fees  of 
the  judges  ot  the  court  of  admiralty  were 
regulat^;  (sect.  1,  3,  and  4.)  but  the 
fling's  proctor's  revenue  is  without  limi- 
taitji^  except   tha|   wl^cb   b#  bimself 


gives  to  it,  by  the  disgust  occasioned  xm 
the  navy,  who,  under  tlie  circumstances 
whicn  I  shall  shortly  shew,  are  without 
exception,  compelled  to  employ  him 
alone  :  and  thus  to  place,  not  only  their 
fortunes,  but  their  personal  liberty  in  the 
hands  of  a  man,  who,  let  his  ability  and 
integrity  be  what  they  may,  cannot,  iii 
the  nature  of  things,  db  justice  to  their 
concerns. 

.  The  learned  judge,  of  the  court  of  ad- 
miralty holds,  and  if  he  does  not  he  w  ill 
contradict  me,  that  the  navy  of  £iiglan4 
have  no  right,  in  cases  of  prizes,  cognis- 
able by  that  court,  until  after  condemna- 
tion ;  and  that  the  officers  and  crews,  have 
00  right  to  stand  before  the  court,  to  asscr^ 
their  claims:  or  the  captain  to  avert  his 
heavy  responsibility ;  although  the  com- 
manders, and  cre>\'s  of  the  pettiest  priva- 
teers, have  that  privilege. 

The  great  law  oiBcers  of  the  crownj  i^ 
the  reign  of  queen  Anne,  differed  in  opi- 
nion from  the  learned  judge.  Her  Majesty 
consulted  those  luminaries  on  the  impor- 
tant point,  and,  on  the  1st  April  1708, 
they  determined,  "  that  the  proceedings 
"  in  the  court  of  admiralty,  against  priaes, 
"  should  be  in  her  Majest3''s  name,  as  for- 
"  merly;  but  the  captors  to  have  liberty, 
"  to  come  into  the  cause,  for  their  interest, 
"  and  the  same  being  adjudged  as  lawful 
"  prizes  to  be  delivered  to  the  captors, 
**  according  to  act  of  parliament,  thev 
"  paying  the  just  and  necessary  expences. 
This  solemn  opinion  was  signed,  Charles 
Hedges,  Powys,  Montague,  Loyd,  Cook, 
and  Conyers. 

These  able  men  decided,  that  the  navy 
''  should  have  liberty  to  come  into  thf 
"  cause  for  their  interest :"  and  ought 
this  salutary  regulation,  founded  on  the 
opinion  of  the  first  lawyers  of  the  times  \ 
founded  on  the  immutable  principles  of 
justice,  and  on  the  constitution  of  oa^ 
country,  to  be  done  away,  without  con- 
sulting any  high  legal  authority  whatever? 
By  an  order  issued  in  1779,  Crjespeignie, 
esq;  a  member  of  this  House,  and  procu^ 
rator  to  the  King,  was  C(»n&titutea,  sole 
procurator  for  the  navy  also;  and  thuf 
were  the  navy  compelled  to  commit  their 
multifarious  interests  to  the  hands  of  one 
single  individual.  Interests  I  call  them, 
in  defiance  of  the  assertions  of  gentlemen 
of  Doctors'  Commons;  and  I  will  prove 
them  so,  to  the  satisfaction  of  every  un- 
biassed man  in  this  House,  and  in  thf 
country. 

The  courts  of  common  law  admit  claimi^ 
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and  support  an  instirable  interest,  in  mat- 
ters of  priee^  which  have  been  contested 
and  recovered  by  captors/  though  the 
policy  of  insurance  was  entered  into,  prior 
to  condemnation.  In  the  admiralty  court 
itself,  if  a  captor  is  to  be  examined,  prior 
to  condemnation,  he  must  release  his  inte- 
rest ifi  the  capture,  for  which  he  receives 
an  equivalent :  •  this  has  happened  to  me. 
The.  remedy  of  a  neutral,  is  against  the 
Commanding  officer  of  the  ship,  that  de- 
tained him,  not  against  the  crown.  If  the 
commanding  officer,  who  detains  a  vessel, 
cannot  shew  suflicient  cause  for  the  de- 
tention, which  depends  on  the  Kind's 
proctor,  he  will  be  compelled  to  pay  tne 
costs,  damage,  and  demurrage,  arising 
from  the  capture.  Ought  he  not,  then, 
to  be  allowed  the  right,  a  right  secured  to* 
M  other  his  Majesty^s  subjects,  to  choose 
his  own  counsel  ?  lu  fact.  Sir,  there  is  no 
reason,  no  motive  for  the  regulation,  which 
gives  such  extraordinary  powers  to  the 
King's  proctor,  but  to  secure  a^  monopoly, 
iBind  with  it,  an  immense  revenue  to  the 
law  officers  of  the  crown,  who  have  hj-^ 
therto  possessed  influence,  sufficient  to' 
continue,  in  defiance  of  justice,  that  which 
Ctrespeignie,  thu  member  of  parliament, 
obtained  by  his  interest. 

Improper  as  the  appointmenfand  limit- 
ation wasi  at  that  period,  it  has  become 
Btill  more  improper  of  late  years :  partly 
on  account  of  the  new  system,  of  sweep- 
ing the  seas,  on  behalf  of  the  crown,  prior 
to  hostilities,  whereby  his  Majesty's  pro* 
curator  general  is  ofien  tionipelledf  to  act 
in  a  double  capacity,  as  be  is  at  other 
times,  and,  in  his  single  person,  to  assert 
the  interests  of  the  crown  against  the  cap- 
tors, whose  interest  he  is  also  bound  to 
defend.  A  monstroas  abuse,  that  violates 
every  principle  of  justice  and  the  law. 

His  Majesty's  procurator  general  has 
often  been  known,  even  during  the  hear- 
ing of  a  cause  in  court,  and  while  assert- 
ing the  captor's  claims,  to  desert  at  once, 
the  interests  of  the  navy,  and  support  those 
bf  rhe  crown.  It  may  be  urged,  that,  in 
such  cases,  the  procurator  appoints  some 
one  to  act  fur  him,  on  behaltof  the  navy; 
which  only  shews,  thit  the  captors  should 
possess  the  exercise  of  a  right,  which  the 
King's  proctor  usurps.  The  learned  gen- 
tlemen seem  to  dissent  from  the  statements 
I  have  made,  that  the  proctor  give«  a  pre- 
ference to  the  interests  of  the  crown.— If 
it  is  not  so,  let  the  learned  gentleman  shew, 
that  he  has  pursued  an  opposite  line  of 
conduct,  and  neglected  his  duty  to  the 
firovflu  to  promote  that  of  the  captorai 


What  man.  Sir,  in  his  senses*  wooki 
commit  the  litigation  of  neotraU,  in  which 
so  much  attention  is  nacessary,  to  detect 
(he  perjury  and  fravd,  with  which  these 
cases  frequently  aboond,  to  the  procurator 
general,  who  nas  often  the  conduct  of 
nearly  2,000  causes  at  once  ?  On  the  9ii 
of  June  1806,  he  libelled  lO  vesaels;  on 
the  4th  10;  5th  16;  6th  20;  tth28;  andT 
on  the  9th  36;  which  woold  reainre  him, 
not  only  to  read,  but,  if  he  diif  his  dviy, 
to  understand  perfectly,  every  shade  of 
distinction,  and  every  circomstance^  rela- 
tive to  these  cases,  occupying,  at  least, 
nine  times  as  much  as  these  foar,  [the 
four  cases,  then  before  the  -  House,}  or 
about  1,100  sides  of  paper.  On  the  itlth 
he  had  9  vessels,  llth  17;  12th  18;  I5th 
13;  andontheS0th23.  November  1 807, 
18th  16;  Wih  59;  20th  44;  21st  31; 
23rd  23;  and  on  the  24th  3 1  vessels. 

Is  it  possible.  Sir,  that  any  hnman  betag 
can,  let  his  ability  b^  what  it  may,  per- 
form such  a  task?    With  sach  terrifying 
conteinplatiojis  ever  in  my  mind,  1  am 
neither -ashamed  nor,  afraid  to  avow,  that  1 
never  brought  a  neutral  before  a  court  of 
admiralty,  even  under  the  late  prize  dis- 
tribution; because  I  did  not  choose  to  risk 
my  property,  and  place  my  personal  li- 
berty in  the  hands  of  an  advocate,  forced 
upon  me,  in  whom  I  could  not  place  the 
least  confidence,  who  in  the  nature   of 
things,  cannot  attend  to  my  afiairs ;  and 
against  whom  I  have  no  remedy,  no  re- 
dress, even  if  he  misconducts  himself!  \ 
The  commanding  officer  alone,  is  rcspon- 
siblerfor  the  expences  and  damages;  aris- 
ing from  the  seizures  he  ihakes ;  and  the 
late  regulation,  which  cuts  off  one- third  of 
his  share,  is  not  likely  to  encourage  him. 
The  council  may  decree,  and  the  admi- 
ralty may  order;  but  the  will  of  action 
rests  with  the  commanding  officer. 

Sir,  it  will  appear  in  the  case  of  the  Two 
Sisters,  and  Experiment,  that  the  555L 
paid  to  the  king  s  proctor,  inclodes  a  new 
kind  of  charge :  "  For  arranging  and  pre* 
''paring  evidence!''  The  admiralty  proe- 
tor  is  paid  73(.— for  what/ 1  know  not :  the 
captors  are  likewise  saddled  with  the  ex« 
pences  of  the  claimants, who  litigated  tiie 
capture  against  them,  viz.  "Mr.  Teller 
**  pmctor's  bill,  for  the  claimant,  3 1 Oi.  I  6j. 
''  lOd.  \"  and  the  registrar,  who  kept  the 
money  during  the  time  of  litigatioo,  waa 
paid  the  sum  of  01/  lOs.  6d.  for  the  troa* 
ble  of  receiving  it,  and,  probabli'f  put- 
ting it  to  interest,  for  his  own  benefit,  woich 
he  might  do,  if  he  thooaht  proper,  and  1 
conclude  he  did  not  neglect  it. 
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The  agent  charged  5L  per  cent  on  the 
sroM  ralae  of  the  veMeU,  and  agency  too« 
lor  the  money  which  )ie  put  into  his  own 
pocket!  I  have  hat  one  obiernUion  f^t^ 
ther  to  make  on  this  bill,  which  I  consider 
fraodulent ;.  it  was  exhibited  by  the  king's 
proctor  himself!  which  appears  by  an 
endorwment^  and  for  which  this  noose 
had  to  calim  second  time,  as  it  was  with* 
held,  when  the  papers  were  first  delivered 
into,  and  printed  tor  the  use  of  this  Hoose. 
The  endorsement  ronsthus:  ^'Exhibited 
"  by  K  P.  ;**  though  there  is  no  miaule  of 
court,  returned  to  this  Hoase,  of  his  hav* 
ine  done  so  I 

What  check  have  the  navy  aninst  snch 
conduct,  such  neglect  ?  If  they  have  cause 
of  complaint,  through  him  they  most  com- 
plain !  No  other  person  can  assert  a  right, 
or  protest  against  a  grievance,  in  the  court 
of  adroi ratty,  on  behalf  of  the  navy  of 
England !  Some  gentlemen  contend,  that 
we  have  a  check  against  improper  charges, 
and  say,  you  may  lay  your  accounts  be» 
fore  the  registrar,  who  wili  tax  them.  Yes, 
Sir,  he  will  tax  them,  a<i  he  did  the  bill 
relative  to  the  Danish  Tessels,  at  Yarmouth, 
the  amount  of  which  wms  U309/.  7«.  lid. 
from  which  he  deducted  OS/. ;  and  for  the 
trouble  it  gave  him,  pot  it  in  hi«  own 
pocket,  though  the  whole  might  have  been 
examined  in  ten  minutes ! !  * 

One  would  have  thought.  Sir,  that  the 
procurator  general,  possessing  a  revenue, 
of  at  least  4O,00CM.  a  year  from  the  navy, 
for  the-  discharge  of  a  doty,  the  tenth  part 
of  which  he  cannot  himselt  perlurm,  would 
have  rested  S4tisfi«*d,  withont  endeavouring, 
by  an  alteration  in  the  addrcM  ol*  his  Ma* 
jesty's  warrant,  to  secure  more  business, 
and  an  additional  fee,  under  the  pretext  of 
guarding  the  interests  of  the  crown, 
again!«t  those  of  indivi  tuals :  a  pretext 
which  I  shall  pio%e  to  be  totally  untbund* 
ed,  in  every  respect. 

The  proper  time.  Sir,  "  to  take  care, 
**  that  all  expences,  incurred  on  behalf  of 
**  the  crown,  sliould  be  first  deducted  out  of 
«'  the  proceeds,  and  to  ascertain,  whether 
**  any  part  of  the  property  had  been  claims 

*  The  following  is  an  illosnration  of  the 
fact,  «<  ReceiTed,  1 0th  June  1 806,  of  John 
"  Crockett^  esq.  marshal  of  the  admiralty, 
**  63/.  being  the  sum  allotted  to  the  registrar 
"  and  merrbants, lor  lookingover^  perusing, 
'*  and  settling  the  accounts  of  H.  Howard, 
"  esq.  pursuant  to  the  king's  warrant,  dated 
*«  the  l^th  May  1806.    (Signed) 

^.63  J.  JtWntaia.'' 
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'*  ed,  for  which  a  memorial  had  bden  given  * 
**  by  the  captors,''  is  that  time,  when  hie* 
Majesty's  procumtor  general  has,  «v  <ffimo,  * 
the  memorial  of  the  captors  laid  before ' 
him,  1^  command  of  the  lords  commis*' 
siooersof  the  treasory,  ''For  his  coniido*' 
ration  and  report  theron :"  ahhoiigh,  whea 
thus  executing  hia  doty  solely  as  an  ottoer  * 
of  the  crown, and  guarding  its  interests,' 
was  he  not  paid  by  the  captors  also,  whose 
claims  he  must  of  necessity  have  opposed  ^  * 
That  the  ioteresu  of  the  crown  are  thus' 
guarded,  I  will  prove  by  the  proctor's  owd' 
report  to  the  lords  of  the  treasury,  prer^* 
ous  to  the  warrant  being  made  out:  thus,** 
"Your  lordships  being  pleased  "to  refer' 
"  the  said  memorial  to  me,  for  my  conside-* 
ration  and  report  thereupon,  I  have  in**' 
spected  the  proceedings  had  in  the  high 
<«  court  of  admiralty,  in  respect  lo  the  said* 
««  ship  and  cargo,  and  found,  thAt  claims' 
**  were  given  for  various  parts  of  the  cargo, 
"  which  have  been  decreed  to  be  restored, 
"  and  also  for  the  ship,  whicli,  together  with ' 
"  the  unclaimed  parts  of  the  cargo,  (save' 
"  sundry  goods,  which  were  ordered  to  tm 
"  restored,  by  his  Majesty  in  council)  were' 
"  condemned  to  his  M  ijesiT»  taken  by  his' 
"  Majesty's  ship  Acasta,'    "  prior  to  the 
"  declaration  of  hostiliticeagainst  the  B:it«- 
"  vian  republic  ;    and  that  the  sum  of 
"  l'AI53i.  I6f.  8d.  is  now  remainingin  the* 
"  registry,  as  the  net  procecdsthereol^  ^Db-* 
"  ject  to*the  expence  of  proceedings ;  and' 
"  having  laid  the  said  memorial,  and  state- 
*'  ment  of  the  said  procecdiogi.  before  his 
*'  Majesty's  advocate  general,  and  t*on»olt-* 
"  ed  him  thereon,  I  do  under  his  advice,  fer- 
"  ther  most  humbly  report  to  your  lordshipr 
'"  that  a  grant  of  two  thirds  of  the  net  j>ro« 
"  ceeds,  after  payment  of  expenres,  will  bo' 
"  a  fit  remuneration  to  the  captors*"   Now, 
Sir,  is  it  poe«ible  to  conceive  a  mure  ample 
opportunity,  than  is  thus  afibrded  to  his 
Ma)e*«ty's.  procurator,  to  guard  the  in« 
terests  of  the  crown,  or  any  other,  that 
might  connect  with  th<*  memorial  ?  yet,vrv 
find  him  sending  back  ttie  warrant  which, 
by  his  own  report,  granted  **  the  fit  remu* 
"  neration  to  the  captors,"  a  remuneration 
founded,  no(<Nily  in  bis  own  opinion,  but 
that  of  "  hjs  Miyesty's  advocate  general.'* 
Here  are  hisown  words,  when  lie  sent  that 
warrant  back  to  the  lords  of  llie  treasury, 
on  the  26th  Jenoary  1805  :«•  the  difficulty, 
in  this  case,  appears  to  have  arisen  frqm 
the  warrant  not  having  been  addraased,  in 
the  usual  way,  to  be  exhibited  by  the 
"  king's  proctor,  nor  having  been  directed 
^  to  him, jointly  withthe registrari  as eab». 
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^  mitted  to  their^  lordships  in  the  ca^e  of 
^  Yoage  Jea^a  c^  Pieterj ''  and  it  is  bambly 
*'  recommended,  ta  the  i  r  lordships^to  amend 
'^  the  warrant,  by  inserting  the  name  of  the 
'( king's  proctor,  in  the  address.''  To. amend 
the  warrant  by  inserting  tbe  name  of  the 
king's  proctor  in  the  addrass ! !  "  who 
"  will  then  take  care  to  ascertain,  whether 
any  part  of  the  property  has  beeo  claim- 
ed, or  applied  for  by  memorial/'  '<  and 
"  wili^ilso  take  care,  that  all  expences  in* 
'f  curredoa  hehalfof  the  crown,  shall  be  first 
"  dedacled  oi^t  of  the  proceeds.''  A  very 
diiFereot  reason  indeed,  from  that  which, 
lUmoet  immediately  before,  he  assigns, 
namely,  "  that  the  "registrar  of  the  court  of 
*  admiralty,  had  refused  to  com  ply  with  the 
««  grant  until  their  lordships  had  certified, 
**  that  no  claim  or  memoi'ial,  of  the  nature 
^'  alluded  to,  had  been  presented :"  And 
mark.  Sir,  that  this  addressj  which  the 
king's  proctor,  on  the  26th  day  of  January 
UOI,  is  pleased  to  call  "  the'usual  way, ' 
was  never  so  considered  to  be,  b}'  tbe  lords 
of  the  treasury,  until  five  days  afterwards: 
namely,  on  the  ist  of  February  18Q5, 
when,  in  consequence  of  the  return  of  the 
warrant,  by  the  king's  proctor,  their  lord* 
ships  say,  "let  the  warrant  be  amended 
"  accordingly ;  and  let  care  be  taken  to  in- 
'*  serf  these  words,  '  in  all  future  warrants, 
"  granting  the  proceeds  of  prizes,  to  cap- 
"  tors,'  ''  our  will  and  pleasure  is,  and  we 
"  do  hereby  direct  and  authorize  you,  our 
''  procurator  general,  to  exhibit  this  our 
warrant:  and  you  the  registrar  of  our 
high  court  of  admiralty,  on  the  same 
*'  beng  exhibited,  by  our  said  procurator 
*f  general,  to  pay,  &c.' " 

Sir,  I  must  crave  your  indulgence  while 
making  so  dry  a  statement  ?  but  I  consider 
the  country  to  be  deeply  interested  in  it; 
inasmuch,  as  owing  to  the  abuses  which 
exist,  that  duty,  which  is  necessary  to  its 
prosperity,  is  left  unperformed.  I  wish. 
Sir,  that  all  these  considerations  :«^I  wish 
that  the  agreement  between  the  King's 
advocate  and  King's  proctor's  clerk,-  with 
Wiliinm.Moir,  ''  a  British  subject,  and  a 
naturalized  Dane  and  Prussian,"  thanked 
by  the  French  commissary  of  marine, 
*'  for  services  rendered  la^t  war,"  were  in 
abler  hamls,  in  the  hands  of  members  of 
this  House,  who  could  do  justice  to  the 
subject.  Bv  this  unwarrantable. transac* 
tion  with  Moir,  30  per  cent*,  out  of  the 
proceeds  of  the  timber  cargoes,  was  paid, 
nominally,  for  proofs  to  condemn ;  proofs, 
which  never  were  produced ;  which  the 
adracate  and  proctor  did  not  d^eto  pro- 
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doce  to  Ihe  court  of  ad^auralJ^  ;  |irooft 
which  the  learned  judge  never  savr»  and 
on  which,  of  consequence,  he  did  not  pro* 
noimoe  judgment ;  if  he  did,  let  him  avow 
the  fact,  and  then  I  should  ask»  hfm,  came 
the  TweeliogBegit  to  be  restored  to  Moir. 
on  the  2a(hof  July  1804,  twenty- three 
days  after  these  nomins^l  prooft  to  con- 
demn,  had  been  delivered,  and  after  they 
had  be^n  sworn  to,  before  the  surrogate 
of  the  admiralty  ?  How  came  the  va* 
rious  pauses  to  be  litigated,  for  a  long  pe- 
riod, in  the  court  of  admiralty,  and  the 
Twieeling  Regit  to  have  been  contested, 
from  the  20th  Sept.  iSdS  until  the 
16th  April  1807,  or  nei^ly  four  years, 
during  almost  the  whole  of  which  tiaaej 
it  is  worthy  of  remark,  the  money  re- 
mained in  the  registrar's  hands  r  Will 
the  learned  judge  of  the  Admiralty  avow 
that  he,  the  jwdge  of  the  Admiralty  of 
England  !  carried  on  mock  prosecutions; 
and  that,  in  po^ession  offsets  to  condemo 
he  sufiered  proof  after  proof  to  be  .exhibiu 
ed  :  and  Mr.  Staniforth,  a  member  of 
this  House,  to  make  affidavits,  which  he;, 
the  judge,  knew  to  he  unfounded  ?— No, 
Sir,  I  am  confident  that  the  learned  judge 
did  not ;  and  that  he  was  ignorant  of 
the  documents,  for  which  the  shelves  of 
the  proctor's  oflice  have  been  ransacked, 
by  the  learned  gentlemen  oppotsite. 

Then,  Sir,  if  such  was  the  tru^  state  of 
things,  Moir  was  not  entitled  to  the  $0 
per  cent.,  given  by  the  king's  advocate, 
and  proctor  s  clerk,  for  his  proofs,  some  of 
which,  if  I  am  correct,  were  not  even 
translated,  from  the  Frenph  and  Germain 
until  required,  for  the  use  of  this  House* 

There  are  letters  here,  tp  shew,  as  it  is 
stated,  that  the  agents  agreed  to  this  tran- 
saction; but  I  must  contend,  <hat,  that  is 
no  proof  of  its  rectitude,  even  if  those 
agents  had  a  right  to  do  so.  Qot,  Sir, 
Mr.  Cook,  agent  in  the  case  of  the  Tutela, 
was  compelled,  by  the  influence  and  au« 
thority  of  the  king's  proctor,  to  conform 
to  the  transaction,  and  pay  the  sum  of 
900/.  before  he  could  leave  bis  office, 
under  the  threat  of  the  reversal  of  the 
sentence  that  had  been  pronounced,  a 
threat  which  must  hiivc  had  a  povferfol 
efiert  on  his  mind,  as  it  is  evident,  by  tb^ 
proofs  before  the  court,  that  the  condemn- 
ation should  have  passed  iq  favour  of  tbe 
crown.  The  agents  had  no  right  ip  enter 
into  any  luch  agreement*— no,  even  al- 
though the  transaction  had  been  sanctioned 
by  all  the  admirals,  and  captains  of  the 
capturing    «bipa^    because   they    fmonoC 
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compromise  the  rights  of  those,  who  Berre 
under  their  eottimand,  whhodt  consulting 
tbem,  and  withoot  their  expressed  con- 
tent. It  19  idle  to  argue  upon  this  :  eren 
if  the  letters  of  approbation  from  the  agents 
had  been  obtained,  before  the  agreement 
was  finally  made,  by  the  learned  advocate, 
and  the  proctor's  clerk;  or,  as  that  learned 
gentleman  says,  by  the  proctor's  clerk 
sloae ;  who,  however,  does  not  adroit  the 
fhct,  in  his  report  of  the  proceedings  had, 
in  that  case,  if  we  may  judee  by  the  foU 
lowing  passage  ; — •'  5th  July  1 8<H,  Me- 
''  morand  am ; — attended  at  the  King's  ad  vo- 
*'  cate's,  and  there  met  Mr.  Moir,  who  said, 
'*  that  he  should  consider  himself  entitled  to 
"  a  moiety  of  the  proceeds.  The  King's 
"  advocate  thereupon  stated,  that  he  knew 
"  of  no  instance,  in  which  an  individual 
*'  was  rewarded  with  more  than  one  third, 
**  and  alluded  to  the  case  of  governor 
"  Browne  and  Mr.  Daniel,  where  seizures 
"  and  condemnation  had  taken  place, 
^  through  their  means." 

I  beg,  Sir,  you  will  remark,  that  Mr. 
Browne  and  Mr.  Daniel  were  paid  out  of 
the  droits,  and  I  submit,  so  Moir  should 
have  'been  ;  and  I  defy  the  learned  gentle- 
man to  shew  One  instance.  Wherein  the 
captor's  interests  have  been  compromised, 
in  a  mahner  similar  to  the  ca^e  in  discus- 
kiofi.  The  proctor's  clerk  in  hit  statement 
adds,  *'  no  other  interview  ever  took  place 
••with  the  king's  advocate,  Mr.  Moir 
**  and  myself  at  all,  relating  totheremti- 
^neration  before  agreed  to;  itbeifig  con- 
*'  sidered  as  perfectly  arranged  and  set- 
"  tied,  at  the  time,  and  in  the  manner 
''  before  mentioned,"  that  is,  on  the  5th 
of  July  1804,  twenty  one  days  before  they 
had  obtained  the  sanation  of  the  agents,  as 
appears  by  their  letters  on  the  table ! 

I  trust.  Sir,  that  I  have  made  it  appear 
Imificiently  clear,  that  the  cargoes  of  naval 
Stores  were  not  condemned,  in  conse* 
quence  of  any  information  given  by  Moir, 
or  of  documents  procured  froth  him.  I 
'bhall  now  shew,  by  the  eytdence  of  dates, 
and  indisputabl\e  facts  upon  record,  that 
THoir's  inrormatioh,  as  it  is  called,  did  not 
even  tend  to  the  capture  of  the  vessels 
'and  cargoes  condemned  ;  and  that  'the 
Tweelinff  Regit,  and  Handriek  and  Jan, 
^erc  taken  before  it  is  pretended,  that 
bis  'first  information  was  given.  Thie 
Tweeling  Regit  was  actually  libelled,  iti 
'tTie  Admiralty  dourt,  on  the  20th  of  Sep- 
tember 1808.  Moir's  first  letter  tb  lord 
IC^tb.  is  dated  the  30th  of  that  month,  hat 
Ira  dit  r«tt!ivted  by  bb  Idrdsbip,  until  the 
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lOth  of  October  ;when  his  lordship  wrote 
,  to  the  Adaairalty  on  the  subject,  and  on  xhb 
ISth  of  October,  received  the  secretary^ 
acknowledgment,  and  his  inforitiatton  to 
Mr.  Nicholas  was  given  aboat  the  samte 
time,  as  that  to  lord  Ketth. 

In  short.  Sir,  Moir,  finding  his  fv^els, 
laden  with  naval  stores,  bad  been  seiz^'by 
the  British  cruizers,  and  that  the  property, 
for  the  cloaking  and  nebtralii^ng  of  wirich 
he  was  to  have  received  two  and  a  half 
per  cent,  from  the  FVe|ch  commiiitfry  of 
marine,  actually  libellA  in  the  Admiralty 
court  of  Enigland,  where  he  idared  tHk 
appear,  as  is  tolerably  ettdent  from  the 
following  passage  in  a  letter  from  Mk 
Mitchell,  the  British  consul  at  Hamburgh, 
to  Mr.  Arbuthnot :  **  Mr.  Moif's  appre^ 
"  hensions  arise  fi'om  this  ctrcmnstance  of 
his  house,  at  Memel,  bavi nj^  ufid^rtatofrfi 
to  neutralise  tWenty-eight  ortliirty'of 
the  cargoes  of  tnaits,  enemy's  property.^ 
"  He  is  rather  at  a  loss  how  to  act,  es- 
**  pecially  being  a  subject  of  the  King  ;** 
and  beittg  thus  aware  of  his  danger,  and 
despairing  of  the  recovery  of  his  car* 
goes,  from  a  koowledge  of  the  wickedness 
of  his  actk,  which  he  concluded  would  b# 
discovered,  and  which  was  actually  tho 
case,  as  the  judge  did  not  condemn  on  his 
information,  be  resolred  to  make  the  best 
of  his  situation,  and  try  if  any  thing  coalfl 
be  obtained,  from  the  British  government, 
for  information,  relative  to  the  cargoes, 
WhFch  their  crtiiisers  had  seized. 

He  succeeded,  and  was  informed  by 
lord  Hawkesbury  that  "  his  Majesty's  go- 
''  Temment  would  behave  towards  him 
''  with  the  most  perfect  liberality ;"  and 
that  "  the  conduct  of  his  govemmenit 
'*  would  be  such,  as  should  appear  to  him 
••  perfectly  satisfactory."  This  must  have 
been  very  gratifying  to  him,  as  be  immedi- 
ately came  over  to  England :  appeared  111  th^ 
court  of  admiralty  and  claimed  four  df  thb 
Yessels,  as  his  own,  which  he  had  pre^- 
oasly  informed  against,  as  enemy's  pro- 
perty !  He  exhibited  proof  to 'obtain  thefr 
liberation,  then  farther  proof;  and,  being 
still  unsuccessful,  *'protcfsted  df  a  grie* 
"  "Vance,  and  of  appealing.^ 

Protected  by  the  assurances  df  hit  Ma^ 
jfesty's  government,  Moir  appeared  before 
the  court  as  a  claimant ;  and  yet,  Sir^ 
upon  all  (he  vessels,  those  taken  before  he 
informed  or  pretended  to  have  informed^ 
those  condemned  without  his  assistance, 
and  those  condemned  in  spite  of  his'claims^ 
he  rcceircd,  by  the  advice  of  his  Majesty's 
advocate^general,  by  ageeemotft  widi  Uto 
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9ierk  of  the  King's  proctor/ enforced  by 
'the  proctor  himself,  SO  per  cent,  or  up- 
wards of  25,000/.  sterling  ;  and  in  addi* 
tion  to  this,  a  thing  scarce  to  be  credited, 
the  grant  of  a  whole  ship,  (the  Flora),  hull 
and  cargo,  upon  a  memorial  to  the  lords 
of  the  treasury,  .evidendy-  drawn  up  in 
the  office  of  the  .King's  proctor,  to  whom 
afterwards  it  was  referred,  in  his  capacity 
of  defender  of  the  interests  of  the  crown ! 
And  .the  Kiqg's  proctor  in  his  report,  ac* 
tually  assigns,  as  an  additional  title  to  the 
thing  claimed,  a  9eason,  which  is  not  to 
be  tbund  in  the  memorial  itself!  ! 

I  trust,  bir,  that  ihose  matters,  to  which 
%  have  imperfectlycalled  your  attention, 
,wiil  be  taken  into  the  jMrious  coni^ideratidn 
of  this  House.  They:  do.  nbt  originate 
with  me — tbey  have  been  long  felt  by 
the  navy,  alth<High  not  so  injuricnis  to  iti 
as  to  the  interests  of  the  country.  The 
nobJe  lord  con4  luded  with  mofing  :  "  1. 
*'  .That  the  officers  and  seamen  of  his  Ma- 
^  jetty's  navy  are  entitled  to  the  highest 
«'  consideration  and  support  from  this  House; 
.<*  and  that  every  inducement  should  be  em- 
*'  ployed,  to  call  forth'their  energies  and 
**  animate  their  exertions.  2.  That  it  ap- 
«<  pears  to  this  Houfte,  that  by  an  order  m 
'^council,  of  queen  Anne,  1st  April  1708, 
''  founded  upon  the  opinion  of  the  then  law 
'»•  officers  of  the  crown,  the  proceedings  in 
"  the  courtof  admiralty  against  prizes,  taken 
^^  by  ships  of  war,  were  directed  to  be  in 
"  her  Majesty's  name,  as  formtriy,  but  the 
''raptors  to  have  leave  to  come  into  the 
''  cause,  for  their  interests.  S.  That  tbb 
"  order  has  been  virtually  suspended,  and 
"  the  wisdom  and  policy  thereof  defeated, 
'*  by  an  order  in  council  dal^d  29th  March 
"  1779,  under  which  rhe  Kin^s  procurator 
"  genera],  in  the  courtof  adnniralty, was ap- 
"  pointed  sole  procurator  for  the  navy,  and 
«'  th^i^eby  entrusted,  in  the  same  cause,  with 
'*  the  defence  of  the  rights  of  the  crown,  and 
**  of  the  c^ims  of  the  captors ;  interests  fre- 
."  qoently  distinct,  and  often  directly  op- 
'*'  posed  to  eftch  other.  And,  4.  That  it  is 
<'  essentially  requisite,  in  order  to  give  full 
^'  effect  to  taebeneiicial  intentions  towards 
''  the  navy,  so  frequently  evinced  by  his 
-^MjkjfKlty  apdthe  legislature,  that  m  all 
''  priec  causes,  the  captors  be  allowed  to 
'*  come,  into  the  cause  as  formerly,  and  to 
^**  employ  such  advocates,  counsel,  and 
"proctors,  as  tbey  may  think  proper  to 

*  ^^  prosecute  their  claims  or  defend  their  in- 
'  *'  teretts.'' 

*  Sir  Jokn  NiehoU  (the  King's  Advocate) 
pfter  apologising  to  the  Houia  for  produc- 


ing tboM  papers,  a  circumstance  which 
hsMd  a,  tendency  to  be  injurious  to  the  imb- 
lie  service,  entered  into  a  detail  of  the 
circiinistances  of  the  case  of  Moir,  from 
which  it  appeared  that  Moir  had,  at  the 
breaking  out  of  the  war,  given  informatioo 
of  a  purchase  made  by  the  French  govern- 
ment of  naval  stores,  at  Riga,  the  property 
to  be  neutralized  at  Embden-^in  conse- 
quence of  which  the  ships  had  been  cap- 
tured and  put  into  a  course  of  condemna- 
tioiv  .  For  this  SO  per  cent,  had  been  al- 
lowed to  Moir,  which  was  not  more  than 
ihe  usual  remuneration.  This  baaiaesi 
could  nothaye  been  efiecled. unless  it  had 
been  transacted  by  the  legal  officers  of  the 
crown.  The  captors  had  been  perfectly 
satisfied  with  this  arrangement,  to  which 
their  agents  had  assented.  Tbey  made 
the  captures  by  the  direction  of  the  ad- 
miralty, aiid  without  the  information  given 
by  Moir,  they  could  never  have  been 
made  at  all.  The  captors,  therefore,  had 
been  saved  from  all  responsibility  in  the 
first  place;  and  as  the  ships  of  which 
Moir  had .  given  information,  could  oever 
have  been  taken  escept  through  bis  means!, 
the  whole  sum  received  by  the  captors 
from  these  ships  they  owed  to  Moir. 
Upon  the  breakmg  out  of  the  war  with 
Prussia,  the  vessels  had  been  condemned 
on  other  grounds  ;  but  had  it  not  been  for 
Moir,  they  would  never  have  been  seised. 

Mr.  Stephen  condemned,  in  the  most 
vehement  manner,  the  introduction  of  tha 
question  under  the  consideration  of  the 
House,  and  observed,  that  the  noble  lord 
had  made  a  pledge  which  he  was  wholly 
unable  to  redeem.  He  trusted  therefore 
the  noble  lord's  good  sense  would  induce 
him  candidly  to  confess  his  error,  and  re- 
tract the  charges  he  had  so  incorrectly 
made.  The  hon.  and  learned  gent,  after 
a  warm  panegyric  on  the  conduct  of  his 
hon.  friend  (sir  John  NichoU),  declared 
his  intention  of  moving  the  previous  ques- 
tion upon  the  first  Resolution  :  of  meeting 
the  intermediate  ones  with  a  direct  ne- 
gative ;  and  substituting  for  the  last,  a  Rci- 
solution,  approving  of  the  law  officers  of 
the  crown. 

Lord  Cockrmie  replied  at  consideraUa 
length. 

Captain  Bererford  bore  testimony  to  the 
honourable  conduct  of  the  King's  advo> 
cate  on  all  occasions 

Sir  C  Me  said  a  few  words  hi  auppoH 
of  the  Resolutions. 

Mr.  Htme  said,  there  never  wai  a  moie 
unfounded  charge  than  that  submitted  to 
the  Hoase  by  the  noble  lord. 


c*i} 


FAKUBEBAim  Jm^  H,  im.-rBen  garM,m, 


«^«^V 


.  Hui  House  ihta-difided  on  the  fifi(  Re- 
lolutioii.  For  the  RefloJution,  6 ;  AgtunH 
it»  76 ;  Majority  70.  Tbo  ot)ier  Besptutions 
were  p«gative4,  after  wliich 

Mr.  Sfipkoi  moyed :  "  That  it  is  th% 
r  opinio»  of  tbis  H9«ise  that  t6e  proceed* 
**  iogs  in  the  bigh  court  ol  sujo^irahyy  stated 
"  or  r«itjrred  to  in  the  several  papers  laid 
"  before  tbis  Hoyse  in  the  course  of  tbe 
*'  present  sessiooi  were  conducted  by  bis 
**  Majesty's  law  oi$cer0>  with  perfect  in- 
'*  tegrity  and  propriety ;  and  that  the  re* 
<'  fttit  baa  been  b*ghV  advantageous  to 
•'  the  captors,  and  beneficial  to  tbe  public 
'*  aervice^"  which  was  agreed  to. 


HOUSg  OF  LORDi. 


Thundojf,  June  14» 

[BtftB  F0BB6T  Bill.]  Lord  Rtditddc 
made  several  objections  to  the  Bill,  stating 
that  the  allegaiaont  had  not  been  fuily 
proved;  that  the  persons  calling  them- 
selves pnrlie^  owners  should  not  be  put 
on  the  aaoie  feotingas  the  crovm  ;  and  in- 
Head  of  one«tbtfd  they  should  have  only 
one-twel&h;  that  the  inleresi  of  certain 
petkicHiers  had  been  neglected,  and  there* 
fore  aoved  the  reconniitinent. 

Lord  Wt^dd  said,  the  rccomgutment  of 
(he  Bill  en  almost  the  last  day  of  the  see* 
lion  could  only  be  suggested  for  the  pur- 
pose of  defeat!^  it,  and  the  same  might  be 
•aid  of  the  petttioa  signed  by  two  peivons 
to  be  heard  by  eouaacl  cm  the  third 
reading ;  the  petkioaers  were  heard,  two 
da^'s  by  eoonsel  io  the  Geuimitlee,  end  it 
appeared  that  the  rtdes  and  steading  or- 
ders of  the  House  had  beencQaiiplkd  with ; 
thai  epwairis  of  four'^fi^s  of  the  Com- 
moacss  bad  givicn  their  consent ;  ihtit  the 
preamble  had  been  twice  oonaidered ;  that 
the  CoinouHee  went  through  the  bill 
chuae  by  clauae,  and  the  noble  lord,  who 
ebjecta,  made  efery  amendment  he  con* 
eetved  te  be  neceaBavv,  except  one,  to 
which  the  Cemmittoe  disagreed,  Mmely, 
that  the  purlieu  owners  should  take  oncr 
twekfth  matead  of  oue-thifd ;  that  die 
proposition  to  the  Commoners  is  what  is 
usually  given  on  the  ioclosure  of  Forests. 
•p-He  observed  that  the  case  of  the  forest 
of  Beie  difiered  from  all  others,  that  the 
crown  had  tbe  right  of  Vere,  but  had  no 
claim  on  the  timber  and  aoil,  except  on  two 
ef  the  18  districts  or  paiiiens  which  he* 
long  to  it ;  that  the  timber  and  soil  of  tbe 
ether  purlieus  belonged  to  the  owners; 
that  the  proportiosi  to  the  Coflamoners  is 
whst  is  usually  gtf  en  on  4he  endoanre  of 
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forests,  and  that  the  aifkeadntenls  wf  14 
chiefly  techqicel  and  seewed  principally 
intenoed  to  reform  tbe  forest  language^riv 
He  then  stated  that  the  measure  had  beeii 
in  agitation  upward  of  l§  years,  had  been 
approved  by  the  several  surveyor  generals 
during  that  period  on  the  part  of  the 
crown.-~The  object  of  tbe  bill  is  to  take 
upwi^rds  of  8,000  acresk  oi|t  of  a  state  of 
waste  apd  abuse,  and  to. put  them  in  the 
state  of  the  greatest  public  utility. — The 
13th  report  of  the  Qoipmissionera  of  land 
revenue  states,  that  c^  an  average  of  91 
years,  tbe  net  profits  of  the  forest  of  Bere 
have  been  45/.  }2««— The  bill  allots  to  his 
Majesty,  or  rather  to  the  public,  betweea 
14  apd  1,^00  acres  for  th^  express  pur(>ose 
of  raising  timber  for  the  navy.-'Supposinr 
the  public  to  acquire  only  ]  ,400  acres,  with 
proper  attention  for  a  considerable  shorter 
period  of  time,  70^000  of  the  largest  trees 
may  be  raised  on  that  extent  of  ground, 
which  at  a  load  and  a  half  in  each  tree  will 
amount  to  105,000  loads,  and  taken  at  12/. 
per  load,  nearly  a  fourth  lower  than  the 
present  price,  will  produce  1,260^000/.  but 
the  net  produce  of  tlie  forest  of  Bere 
during  91  years  in  its  barbarous  state  was 
only  4,1 49/.  7#.  $d.  or  as  already  mentioned^ 
'on  an  average  45/.  12s.  per  annum -^U 
should  be  observed  that  105,000  loads  are 
nearly  a  sufficient  enpp>y  for  four  years 
tflid  a  half,  for  all  his  Majesty's  dock  yards, 
and  that  on  an  average  of  22  years  ending 
1802  only  10,466  loads  of  foreign  oak 
timber  were  iasporled  into  Great  Britain^- 
A  return  made  by  the  Navy^oard  purv 
suantto  an  order  of  the  House  of  Commons 
in  May  il>02  states  "  that  70,000  loads  of 
timber  are  necessary  to  be  kept  in  the 
respeiDtive  yards  for  the  effectual  boA 
constant  repairs,  rebuilding  and  keeping 
up,  the  present  navy,  and  sufficient  for 
three  years.'^  This  includes  work  done  ia 
ail  the  royal  dock  yards,  but  not  the 
huildiog  |>y  private  contract  out  of  the 
yards.--*He  declared  he  was  by  no  means 
an  advocate  for  royal  forests,  unless  such 
at  were  desirable  for  the  recveation  of  the 
royal  family,  being  convinced  that  if  tliey 
tvere  private  property  they  would  be  muck 
more  productive  of  timber  end  more  ge? 
nerallv  beneficial. — But  to   secure    the 

Srow.th  of  large  timber,  it  seems  highly 
esirable  to  reserve  for  the  public,  free 
from  all  common  rights  and  well  endoae 
sucb  parts  of  the  forest  as  are  favourable  to 
the  growth  of  good  timber.— We  cannot 
•b^  so  certain  of  a  supply  of  the  ^H^f^ 
tiinber  unless  fraio  roysi  foBaHi.  The 
2T 
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high  price  will  certainly  iridoce  many 
to  cut  down  timber  btfore  it  has  attained 
the  largest  size,  and  it  requires  two  or  three 
generations  'of  precedent  perwns,  not  te- 
nants for  life,  without  impeachment  of 
waste,  por  necessitous,  to  suffer  trees  to 
grow  10  a  great  size. — We  cannot  depend 
on  such  forbearance  from  individuals, 
therefore  the  proportion  of  the  forest  lands, 
that  the  public  can  acquire  free  from 
all  common  rights,  should  be  kept  carefully 
enclosed ;  that  when  the  present  scanty 
quantity  of  timber  now  growing  shall  be 
cut  down,  no  more  wiM  ever  be  raised  to 
succeed  it,  unless  by  an  act  Hkc  the  pre- 
sent biH.-«He  next  observed  that  the  whole 
will  be  fenced,  and  the  enclosure  made 
'wiihoutexpense  to  the  public,  and  that  the 
salaries  of  the  officers  of  the  forest  and  the 
expense  of  building  and  repairs  would  be 
saved,  and  concluded  by  observing  that 
the  bringing  into  tillage  several  thousand 
acres,  ought  to  have  some  weight,  having 
of  late  years  had  such  repeated  apprehen- 
sions of  famine,  and  on  an  average  of  nearly 
UO  years,  having  imported  grain  to  the 
amount  of  upwards  of  4,000,000/.  sterling 
annually. 

After  some  further  .discussion  the  House 
divided  on  the  recommitment.  Ayes  5* 
Noes  21.  The  bill  was  then  oitlercd  to  be 
read  a  third  time  the  next  day. 

[Scotch  Judicature  Bill.]  Viscount 
MeiviUe  moved  the  third  reading  of  this 
Bill.  ° 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  restated  the  for- 
mer objections  he  had  made  to  this  mea- 
sure in  its  present  shape.  He  afterwards 
moved  an  amendment,  *<  That  those  only 
be  remunerated  who  were  mentioned  in  the 
schedule.''  The  application  of  this  amend- 
ment was  towards  the  compensation  in-' 
tended  for  Mr.  Thomas  Scott,  the  brother 
of  Waller  Scott.  It  appeared  the  former 
vas  appointed  to  the  office  of  an  extrac- 
^r,  at  a  time  when  it  ,must  have  been 
Ibreseeu  those  offices  would  be  abolished. 
Mr.  T.  ^^cott'had  not  been  connected, 
previously,  with  that  sort  of  situation,  but 
was  recrniting  for  the  Manx  Fencibles,  in 
the  Isle  of  Man,  at  the  time,  and  had  not 
served  the  ofiice,  but  performed  its  duties 
through  the  means  of  a  deputy.  He  con- 
sidered this  transaction  a  perfect  job,  and, 
on  that  account,  ought  not  to  be  counte- 
nanced by  parliament.  By  the  present 
*>ili,  Mr.T.  ^cott  would  have  130/.  for 
life,  as  an  indemnity  for  an  office,  the 
flmies  of  which  he  never  performed,  while 
those  clerks,  who  had  laboured  for  20 
years,  had  no  adequate  remuneration. 


Viscount  MtlvUle  supported  the  general 
provisions  of  the  bill.      With  respect  to 
Mr.  T.  Scott,  he  certainly  had  h^en  in 
business,  had  met  with  misfortunes,   and, 
on  account  of  his  circumstances,  went  to 
the  Isle  of  Man ;   but,  with  respect  to  his 
appointment,  this  was  the  fact;    a  situa- 
tion in  the  same  office  with  that  of  his 
brother  became  vacant,  of  400/.  per  aon. 
and'  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  pronote  a 
person  who  had  meritcrioasly  filled  the 
situation  which  was  afterwards  granted 
to  Mr.  T.  Scott.    His  brother  wan,  there- 
fore, so  disinterested  as  to  have  him  ap- 
pointed to  the  inferior,  instead  of  the  su- 
perior situation.    The  noble  viscount  saw 
no  injustice  in  the  case,  and  there  was  no 
partiality  but  what  was  excusable. 

Lord   Holland  thought,  no  man  who 
knew  him  would  suspect  that  he  was  un- 
favourable to  men  of  literature ;  on  the 
contrary,  he  felt  a  great  esteem  for  the  li- 
terary character  of  Walter  Scott.      He 
and  his  colleagues  ever  thought  it  their 
doty  to  reward   literary  merit,  witboot 
regard  to  political  opinions;  and  he  wished 
he  could  pay  the  same  compliment  to  the 
noble  and  learned  viscount,  for  he  must 
ever  recollect,  that  the  poet.  Burns,  of  im- 
mortal  memory,    had    been    shamrfully 
neglected.     But,  with  regard  to  Mr.  T. 
Scott,  the  question  was  quite  diflferent,  for 
he  was  placed  in  a  situation  which  he  and 
his  brother  knew,  at  the  time,  would  be 
abolished ;  and  from  parhameat  he  claimed 
an  indemnity  for  what  could  not  be  pro* 
nooneed  any  loss.    It  was  unjusi,  as  it  re- 
garded others,  and  improper  as  it   re* 
spected  parliament. 

The  amendment  was  then  piopesed, 
and  negatived.  The  Bill  was  accoraiog\y 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

[Vexatious  Aurests  Bill.]  The 
House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  on 
the  Vexatious  Arrests  Bill,  one  of  the  ob- 
jects of  which  is  to  increase  the  amounts 
for  which  a  person  may  be  arrested  from 
10/.  to  20/.— Lord  Ellenborough  and  the 
Lord  Chancellor  thought  that  there  would 
be  more  human  it  v  in  decreasing  the  sun 
to  5/.,  instead  of  increasing  it  to  20/.,  as 
persons  when  arrested,  were  more  disposed 
to  settle  the  debt,  and  could  then  do  it  at 
a  less  expence  than  even  when  process 
was  served  for  a  sum  under  the  amount  of 
an  arrest/  in  which  cases  they  were  fre- 
quently induced  to  go  on  defending  the 
action,  until  at  length  they  had  to  pay  a 
large  additional  sum  for  costs ;  but  their 
loxdships  declioed  to  press  an  oppositiop 
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to  the  bill.  Lords  Bed^sdale  and  Hol- 
1  and  contended^,  that  it  ht?ing  been  ibovgbl 
expedient  in  tbe  former  act  to  extend  tb« 
sum  for  which  a  perfon  might  be  arrested 
to  10/.  it  might  now  fairly  be  stated  that, 
from  the  difierence  in  the  Talue  of  money, 
2(>/.  now  was  merely  equivalent  to  10/.  at. 
the'  time  the  former  act  passed.— *The  Bill 
then  passed  through  the  Committee. 


HOUSE   OP   COMMONS. 

Thursday,  June  1 4. 

.  [AssBssBD  Taxes  Bill.]  The  Chan* 
c^Uor  qf  ike  Exchequer  moved  the  third 
reading  of  the  Assessed  Taxes  Bill. 

Sir  r.  'Dtrtcn  said  that  great  praise  was 
due  to  the  right  hon.  gent,  for  the  regula- 
tions which  be  had  made  to  prevent  vex- 
atious sgrcharges,  but  he  was  of  opinion 
that  dqring  the  recess,  something  should 
be  digested  for  the  purpose  of  modifying 
the  income  tax,  and  rendering  it  lighter 
and  less  burthensome  on  the  lower  and 
middling  classes  of  the  pepple.      An  hon. 
member  had   given  notice  early   in  the 
session  that  he  would  submit  a  proposition 
to  the  House,  to  render  the  Income  Tax 
altogether  unnecessary ;    but  if  that  hon. 
member  had  relinquished  his  intention,  he 
would  himself,  early  in  the  next  session 
propose  a  substitute  for  the  tax.     There 
was,  in  his  opinion,  a  very  great  inequality 
in  the  contribution  of  the  tax,  as  it  was 
more  severe  to  the  lower  than  the  higher 
rank  of  the  community,  and  made  no 
distinction  between  the  annuitant  and  the 
man  of  freehold  property.     He  was  con- 
vinced that  the  scale  was  not  equitable,  as 
a  person  who  had  an  income  of  1^0/. 
could  not  afibrd  to  pay  20/.  a  year,  as 
well  as  the  person  who  bad  an  income  of 
2,000^  could  pay  200/.  a  year.     It  was 
also  unequal,  inasmuch  as  a  man  who  had 
a  large  family  paid  as  much  as  a  bache- 
lor wno  had  no  family  at  all.  He  was  also 
againstihe  exemption  granted  to  foreigners, 
which  amounted  to  69,000/.  a  vear,  and 
he  thought  they  ought  to  pay  their  share 
of  oontribotion  in  this  country,  while  we 
expended  so  much  in  fighting  their  bat* 
lies  abroad.     From  what  had  been  said 
•on  a  former  occasion,  he  apprehended 
that  it  was  the  intention  not  to  consider 
the  income  tax  as  a  war  tax,  but  to  make 
it  perpetnaU  as  it  was. said  some  taxes 
would  be  abolished  in  case  of  peace,  and 
part  of  the  income  tax  would  be  still  con- 
tioued,  against  which  he  would  enter  bis 
pratfit..    He  was  against  the  scale  be- 


ginning as  low  as  it  did,  but  it  was  said» 
it  would  be  the  more  productive  because 
it  spread  over  so  large  a  mass  of  the  peo- 
ple, but  the  fact  was,  they  woukl  soon  ex- 
tinguish the  means  of  contribution  as 
many  were  now  obliged  to. live  on  their, 
capital. 

^The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  observed^ 
that  the  present  bill  \%a$  for  regulating 
the  mode  of  collecting  the  assessed  taxes, 
and  he  wished  to  set  the  hon.  bart.  right, 
with  respeet  to  his  apprehending  that,  the 
bill  brought  in.  in  the  present  session,  re- 
lating to  ,the  collection  of  the  assessed 
taxes  in  Scotland,  referred  in  the  least  to 
the  perpetuating  the  income  tax.  It  had 
no  such  referrence,  and  on  the  return  of 
peace  the  House  would  then  be  the  best- 
judge  what  ought  to  be  done,  consistent 
with  the  state  of  the  finances  of  the  coun- 
try. As  to  taking  awdy  the  exemption 
allowed  to  foreigners,  that  was  a  matter, 
which  he  would  turn  in  his  mind,  during 
the  prorogation,  but  wished  not  to  be  con- 
sidered as  making  any  pledge  on  the  sub-, 
ject. 

Mr.  Hawarth  said,  he  would  early  in 
the  next  session  move,  that  the  exemp- 
tions allowed  to  foreigners  should  be 
taken  away. 

The  Bill  was  then  read  a  third  time, 
and  ordered  to  the  Lords. 

[East  Ikdia  Company's  Loan  Bill.] 
Mr.  DundoM  moved  the  third  reading  o( 
this  Bill. 

6ir  r.  rttf^oii  stated,  that  he  had  been 
so  disgusted  with  the  mode  in  whiclv 
India  subjects  had  been  treated,  that  if 
this  had  concerned  India  alone  be  woi^ld 
expect  no  attention.  But  it  concerned 
this  country,  as  he  saw  no  reasonable  hope 
that  this  sum  would  ever  be  repaid.  The 
tenitorics  it  had  been  said,  would  enable 
them  to  pay  the  debt.  Considering  the 
debt  upon  that  territory,  and  the  spirit  of 
extension  and  conquest  in  India,  it  was  im^ 
possible  to  look  with  confidence  to  that 
resource,  'i  he  financial  embarrassments 
had  increased  with  the  conquests,  and 
though  he  saw  a  gemleman  smile,  he 
could  point  out  how  Indian  princes  and 
their  ministers  had  been  hung  up  at  their 
own  doors,  and  their  heads  fixed  upon 
the  walls  of  their  own  palaces.  But  these 
things,  as  they  only  concerned  India,  ex*' 
citea  no  interest.  We  had'  nothing  to 
expect  from  India,  e:cccpt  an  additional 
load  of  debt.  India  was  a  mill-stone 
about  the  neck  of  England,  and  would 
ef  entually  be  the  ruin  of  it*     The  bon* 
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ban.  tbeit  examined  the  state  of  the  £&h  , 
ludia  Company's  property,  aiWI  eontended  I 
that  they  had  no  reasonable  security  to' 
ofier   for    the   repay  mem  of  this    sum. 
There  was  great  reason-  to  dread  a  Mah- 
rl&tta  war,  and  yet  there  appeared  but  lit- 
tle  disposition    to    conciliate    our    owh 
army.      He  blamed  the  severity  of  the 
conduct  of  the  governor  of  Madras;  that 
conduct  might  perhaps  be  justified  by  ne* 
<m88ity ;  but  thatwas  not  the  general  opinion 
among  those  most  connected  with  India. 
He  then  stated,  that  India  contained  50 
millions  of  English  subjects,  and  owed  30 
millions  of  debt.      It  was  monstrous  that 
that  debt  was  increasing  in  such  an  incre^- 
dible  degree.     But  from  what  did  all  tbi^ 
accumulated  debt  arise  ?   From  the  cruel 
wars  in  which  India  was  eternally  em- 
brued.      If  conquests  were  made,  they 
were  attended  by  losses  far  exceeding^  in 
the  sorrow  which  they  created,  all  the 
exultation  with  which  a  sordid  victory 
was  attended,  and  each  triumph  was  ac^ 
companied  by  the  gloom  of  financial  em* 
barrassmeuts.      In  the   year  succeeding 
that  on  which  lord  Wellesley  left  India, 
.  the  revenue  of  that  country,  to  which  nu- 
merous possessions  had  been  added,  was 
increased  7  millions;  the  debt  17  millions. 
The  House  h^d  indeed  the  strongest  part 
of  the  censure  to  bear,  with  respect  to  the 
ihrars  to  which  he  alluded  ;    and  if  there 
was  not  a  conciliating  and  improved  sys- 
tem adopted,  a  war  might  be  expected  in 
that  country,  from  which  the  most  perni- 
cious   consequences   would   ensue.     He 
should    wish    that    these    circumstances 
"irould    be    attended  to   by  the  House. 
Those  unnecessary    and    inhuman   wars 
iRrere  the  cause  of  the  incredible  mass  of 
debt  into  which  the  Company  had  been 
plunged,  and  which  it  was  hnpossiblo  R^r 
them,  by  any  exertion  of  their  own,  tp 
discharge.    As  there  was  neither  any  just 
claim  upon  the  people  for  such  a  grant) 
nor  any  rational  security  proposed  for  the 
te-pavment  of  one-fifth  of  the  sum,  he 
Wouldf  most  heartily  oppose  the  bilL 

Mr.  Wallace  maintained  that  sOuhd 
policy  required  that  the  East  India  com-* 
pany  should  be  relieved.  They  had  lately 
eustained  great  losses,  and  were  but  just 
recovering  from  (he  expenses  consequent 
upon  the  just  and  necessary  wars  in  which 
thev  had  been  engaged,  and  even  if  they 
bad  been  a  private  commercial  company 
they  would  have  some  claim  to  assistance. 
Their  present  necessity  was  manifest,  but 
he  contended  thai  the  statement  in  the 


Report  pnived  the  seoufity  to  be  tfofficienc* 
A  part  of  the  India  debt  was  of  a  pcA- 
Ihicat  ebaraeter,and  in  relieving  llie  eom* 
puny  fVom  tbe  pressure  of  that  dedjt  the 
country  was  serving  itself «  On  the  ivbold 
the  cwmtry  could  not  with  propriety  re- 
fuse the  present  applicalionk 

Air.  Crettty  opposed  the  bill,  on    ike 
groundthat  there  we^e  no  hopes   tbat  th<i 
money  should  ever   be  repaid — and    not- 
withstanding what  had  been  said    by  tbe 
honourable  gentleman  who  spoke  la^f ,  he 
thought  that  none  of  tjiemselves   i«ould 
have  the  hardihood  to  say,  that  there  was  a 
reasonable  prospect  of  repayment.      He 
objected  to  it  besides,  on  accoont  of  the 
time  at  which  it  had  been  brought  forwsird, 
when  it  w^s  impossible  to  discuss  tbe  aub- 
ject  fully.    He  objected  also  because  tbe 
company  might  go  to  market  to  nicrease 
their  capital,  and  try  their  credit  with  the 
public ;  aitd  lastly  be  objected  becaase  a 
full  account  of  the  East  India  company's 
affairs  had  not  been  laid  before  the  House. 

Mn  h,  Dtmdui  denied  that  the   com- 
pany's territories  were  such  scenes  of  ra- 
pine as  the  hdn.  gent  had  'represented. 
They  governed  in  a  nianner  the  most  ad- 
vantageous for  the  people.    This  he  could 
take    upon    htm    to  a^rt,  from  better 
sources  of  infbrmMion  than  the  hon.  hart, 
possessed.    The  hon.  bart.'s  animadver- 
sion on  the  conduct  of  the  Madras  go* 
vernment  wes  irrelevant*   No  information 
on  the  subject  had  as  yet  been  laid  be« 
fore  the  House ;    the  censure,   therefore, 
was  as  premature  as  he  believed  it  to  be 
undeserved.  As  to  no  India  budget  kaving 
been  brought  forward,  he  had  only  to  en-* 
swer  that  this  was  impossible.    The  pre* 
sent  bill  would  remain  in  force  only  one 
year»  when  the  Honse  i^rould  see  whether 
the  c^mipany  acted.up  to  its  agreement  or 
not,  and  contended  th«t  the  million  and  s 
half  was  a  loan  and  not  an  advsnoe  tdthe 
compsi^y. 

Lord  A,  HamkoH  did  net  expect,  froia 
the  state  of  the  eompany'e  revenae,  st 
disclosed  by  the  papers  on  the  table,  that 
the  loan  would  be  repaid  to  Ibe  public. 
He  rather  feared  it  wbuld  go  to  thepayment 
of  th^  exiravagatit  dividend  of  lO  per  ceAt» 
to  the  edmpany.  At  tbe  same  time,  he 
could  wish  that  some  gentleman  coiape* 
tent  to  give  him  informatton^  weeld  state 
the  probability,  if  any  such  there  wss,  of 
a  surplus  revenue,-  so  as  at  any  fitsre 
period  to  give  hopes  that  U  wduld  be  t^ 
paid. 

Sir.T.  Tkrian,  ia  explinfttitmi  tteki 
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tkat  be  ImnI  impaled  to  the  govenmient  in 
India  any  wish  of  ruling  by  rapine  and 
bloodshed.  He  bad  stated  that  the  terri- 
tories were  acquired  by  tho^e  means. 
With  respect  to  the  loan,  he  was  inclined 
to  consider  that  the  company  asked  the 
money  in  advance'  of  claims,  and  not  by 
way  of  loan. 

Mr.  H.  TiamtM  was  disposed  to  ad- 
mit to  the  noble  lord  that  the  public  coukl 
not  look  to  any  prospect  of  payment  until 
a  renewal  of  the  charter  was  obtained. 
The  company  in  his  opinion   had  been 
hardly  dealt  with,  for  he  must  contend  that 
the    country    had    prospered    as    much 
through  the    company  as  the  company 
had  benefited  by  any  assistance  received 
from  the  country.    With  retpect  to  the 
]9an,thehon.   gent,  seemed  to  think  that 
it  could  not  be  obtained  any  where  else, 
and  therefore  the  company  ought  not  to 
be  grateful  for  it.     In  that  opinion  the 
hon.  gent,  was  mUtaken,  for  he  would  tell 
him  where  he  could  obtain  it,  and  even  to 
a  greater  amount.     Buonaparte  would  be 
ba|.^  y  to  lend  the  money,  aye,  and  pay 
the  whole  of  the  company  s  debts,  and 
give  them  fifteen  or  twenty  years  pur^ 
cliase  (or  their  territories.     There  could 
not  lie  any  intention  in  what  had  fallen 
from  the  hon.   bart.  and  the  other  hon. 
ffent  to  insinuate  that  the  company's  af'^ 
lairs  had  not  prospered  under  their  pre«- 
sent  management,  because  the  fad  was, 
that  they  had  actually  prospered,  more  so 
than  at  any  former  period.    The  diffieul- 
ties  under  which  they  laboured  were  not 
principally  of  their  own  seeking,  but  arose 
in  consequence  of  the  wars  in  which  they 
bid  been  engaged;  wars  which  he  was 
justified  in  denominating  the  wars  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  and  therefore  the 
company  had  the  right  to  claim  assistance. 
The  hon.  gent,  contended  that  the  trade 
since  1793  had  always  been  prosperous; 
that  it  was  sufficiently  so  to  enable  the 
company  to  make  a  large  dividend.    He 
trusted  that  as  the  goTemment  in  India 
bad  ineunvd  vast  expences  tn  fighting  to 
maintain  the  British  interests,  that  the 
House  would  not  be  disposed  to  make  them 
bear  all  the  burthens,  because  If  they  did 
the  result  must  be,  that  if  the  war  was  con- 
ttnued  year  af^  year,  they  must  come  to 
parliament  for  fresh  loans.     When  the 
report  was  made,  the  House  would  be  sa* 
lisfiedthat  the  present  loan  would  not  be 
improperly  u^d.    All  that  the  company 
dekired  was,  that  tbetr  affiiirs  should  be 
alric^y  ftoA  deeply  acrutiniBed«  they  wtre 
not  afraid  of  the  examiiiatioo. 


The  House  then  divided  on  4he  third 
reading  of  the  bill  :  Ayes  52;  Noes  10; 
Majority  42;  The  bill  was  then  passed. 

[AoMiaALTY  Courts  Bill.]  On  the 
motion  for  bringing  up  the  report  of  this 
bill, 

Mr.  H.  MorHn  stated  his  objections  to 
the  bill,  whichi  he  contended,  purported 
to  be  whilt  in  reality  it  was  not.      instead 
of  itt  being  called  tf  bill  for  regulating  the 
office  of  the  courts  of  admiralty,  it  ought 
to  be  entitled  **  A  bill  to  prevent  reform 
in  those  eouru.''    The  hon.  and  learned 
gent,  conceived  that  the  object  which  it 
professed  to  have  in  view  was  to  reforiti 
the  abuses,  in  regard  to  the   enormous 
fees  taken  by  the  registrar  and   the  mar-* 
shal  of  the  admiralty  ;  now  the  very  re* 
verse  would  be  its  eflbcu.     When  the 
measure  for  the  abolition  of  reversions  wat 
in  agitation,  it  was  not  intended  to  regard 
remote  interests,  nor  indeed  did  parlia« 
ment  when  legislating  in  regard  to  offices 
where  enormous  profits  had,  he  might  say, 
scandalised  the  country,    ever'  mean  to 
look  to  remote  interests.     He  wished  to 
know^  therefore,  why  the  particular  office 
of  Registrar,  to  which  the  right  hon.  gent. 
(Mr.  Perceval)  had  the  reversion,  deserved 
to  be  exempted  from  the  general  regula- 
tion.   Formerly  when  the  bill  was  before 
parliament  for  suppressing  the  fees    in 
the  office  of  tellers  of  the  exchequer,  no 
reference  was  had  to  a  noble  lord  who 
then  held  the  situation  of  Chancellor.    The 
place  of  Registrar  was  given  to  the  present 
possessor  by  a  noble  lord  at  the  head  of 
the  admiralty,  and  the  gift  was  afterwards 
confirmed  by  the  King.    In  the  first  in- 
stance, therefore,  the  appointment  was  lU 
legal.     His  Majesty  could  not  be  said  to 
have  any  interest  in  the  office.      The 
hon.  and  learned  gent,  contended  that 
any  abuses  could  not  be  resulated  by 
act  of  parliament,  but  must  be  done  by 
his  Majesty  in  council.    In  that  opinion 
he  was  fortified,  by  the  opinion  of  the 
learned  judge  at  the  head  of  the  admiralty 
courts,  who  in  the  case  of  the  Rainsbergn, 
where  the  marshal  claimed  such    largo 
fees  as  astonished  the  indge,  that  learned 
person  had  stated  "that  it  beloncfed  to 
his  Majesty  alone  in  council,  to  make  anV 
alteration  m  the  table  of  fees  in  any  of  tho 
courta  of  admiralty."    Not  one  word  was 
said  about  the  marshal  in  the  bill.    With 
respect  to  the  money  of  the  suitors,  the 
right  hon.  gent,  in  answer  to  a  question 

Iput  to  him  the  other  evening,  whether  the 
Be^htitr'  ittained  or  mido*  oae  of  th^ 
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bari.  then  t<xaaiined  the  stale  of  the  Ba^t 
ludia  Comf>any'8  property,  ao4  contended 
that  they  had  no  reasonable  secority  to* 
offer   for   the    repay  mem  of  this    sum. 
There  was  great  reason*  to  dread  a  Mah- 
ratta  war,  and  yet  there  appeared  but  lit-* 
tie   disposition    to    conciliate    our    own 
army.      He  blamed  the  sercrity  of  the 
conduct  of  the  governor  of  Madras;  that 
conduct  might  perhaps  be  justified  by  ne* 
cessity ;  but  ihatwasnotthe  general  opinion 
among  those  most  connected  with  India. 
He  then  stated,  that  India  contained  50 
millions  of  English  subjects,  and  owed  30 
millions  of  debt.      It  was  monstrous  that 
that  debt  was  increasing  in  such  an  incre*' 
dible  degree.     But  ftvm  what  did  all  this 
accumulated  debt  arise  ?   From  the  crdel 
wars  in  which  India  was  eternally  em* 
bnied.      If  conquests  were  made,  they 
Were  attended  by  losses  far  exceeding^  in 
the  sorrow  which  they  created,  all  the 
exultation  with  which  a  sordid  victory 
was  attended,  and  each  triumph  was  ac* 
companied  by  the  gloom  of  financial  em-* 
barrassmeuts.     In  the   year  succeeding 
that  on  which  lord  Wellesley  left  India, 
.  the  revenue  of  that  country,  to  which  nu- 
merous possessions  had  been  added,  was 
increased  7  millions;  the  debt  17  millions. 
The  House  h^d  indeed  the  strongest  part 
of  the  censure  to  bear,  with  respect  to  the 
#ars  to  which  he  alluded  ;    and  if  there 
Was  not  a  conciliating  and  improved  sys- 
tem adopted,  a  war  might  be  expected  in 
that  comitry,  from  which  the  most  perni- 
cious   consequences  would   ensue.     He 
ahotild    wish    that    these    circumstances 
trould    be    attended  to   by  the  House. 
Those  unnecessary    and    inhuman   wars 
ffere  the  canse  of  the  incredible  mass  of 
debt  into  which  the  Company  had  been 
plunged,  and  which  it  was  hdpossiblo  for 
them,  by  any  exertion  of  their  own,  tp 
discharge.    As  there  was  neither  any  just 
claim  upon*  the  people  for  such  a  grant, 
tior  any  rational  security  proposed  for  the 
ns- payment  of  one-fifth  of  the  sum,  be 
Would  most  heartily  oppose  the  bill. 

Mr.  fVdlace  maintained  that  sduhd 
policy  required  that  the  East  India  com-* 
pany  should  be  relieved.  They  had  lately 
sustained  great  losses,  and  were  but  just 
recovering  from  the  expenses  consequent 
upon  the  just  and  tiecessary  wars  in  which 
thev  had  been  engaged,  and  even  if  they 
bad  been  a  private  commercial  company 
they  would  have  some  claim  to  assistance. 
Their  present  necessity  was  manifest,  but 
he  contended  that  the  statemeiil  in  the 


Beportimvedtbe  security  to  be  tfoffieient. 
A  pan  of  the  India  debt  was  of  a  po- 
litical tharactery  and  in  reHeiringtlie  com- 
pnoy  fh>m  the  pressure  of  that  debt  the 
country  was  serving  Itself*  On  the  wbole 
the  country  coald  not  with  propriety  re- 
fose  the  preteitt  opplicalionk 

%lr.  Crffrry  opposed  the   bill,  on  the 
ground  that  there  were  no  hopes   tbat  the 
money  should  ever-  be  repaid— and   not- 
withstanding what  had  been  said    by  the 
honourable  gentleman  who  spoke  last,  he 
thought  that  none  of  t}iemseives   \\ould 
have  the  hardihood  to  say,  that  there  was  a 
reasonable  prospect  of  repayment.     He 
objected  to  it  besides>  on  account  of  the 
time  at  which  it  had  been  brought  forward, 
when  it  was  impossible  to  discuss  the  aub- 
je<^t  fully.    He  objected  also  because  (h6 
Company  might  go  to  market  to  increase 
their  capital,  and  try  their  credit  with  the 
public ;  and  lastly  he  objected  because  a 
full  account  of  the  East  India  company's 
affairs  had  not  been  laid  before  the  House. 
Mr.  R,  Dmubu  denied  that  the  <7om- 
pany's  territories  were  such  scenes  of  ra- 
pine as  the  h6».  gent   had  'represented. 
They  governed  4n  a  manner  the  most  ad- 
vantageous for  the  people.    This  he  could 
take    upon    him    to  atsert,   from  better 
sources  of  information  than  the  hon.  hart, 
possessed.    The  hen.  bart.'s  animadver- 
sion on  the  conduct  of  the   Madras  go* 
vertiment  was  irrelevant.   No  information 
on  the  subject  bad  as  yet  been  laid  bo* 
fore  the  House ;    the  censure^   therefore, 
was  as  premature  as  he  believed  it  to  be 
undeserved.  As  to  no  India  budget  having 
been  brought  forward,  he  had  <Mily  to  an** 
swer  that  this  was  impossible.     The  pre* 
sent  bill  would  remain  in  force  only  one 
year,  when  the  House  would  seo  whether 
the  c<>mpany  acted*  up  to  its  a^eement  or 
not,  and  contended  that  the  million  and  a 
half  was  a  loan  and  not  an  advance  t6  the 
company. 

Lord  A.  Hamitton  did  not  estpeet,  fbom 
the  state  of  the  company'^  revenue^  a^ 
disclosed  by  the  papers  on  the  table,  that 
the  loan  would  be  repaid  to  the  public. 
He  rather  feared  it  would  go  to  the  payment 
of  the  extravagant  dividend  of  10  per  cent* 
to  the  eompany.  At  the  same  time,  he 
could  wish  that  some  gefiHeman  compe* 
tent  to  give  him  informatioiki  would  state 
the  probability,  if  any  mich  there  wasi  ef 
a  surplus  revenue,*  so  as  at  any  future 
period  to  give  hopei  that  it  would  be  re- 
paid. 

Sir  r.  Jkrion,  in  expllmlrtionj  denied 
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tkat  he  Iwd  impaled  to  the  gavemment  in 
India  any  wish  of  roling  by  rapine  and 
bloodshed.  He  had  stated  thai  the  terri- 
torief  were  acquired  by  those  meant. 
With  respect  to  the  loan^  he  was  inclined 
to  conaider  that  the  company  asked  the 
oMoey  in  advance'  of  claims,  and  not  by 
way  of  loan. 

mr.  K.  Thornton  was  disposed  to  ad- 
mit to  the  noble  lord  that  the  public  could 
not  look  lo  any  prospect  of  payment  until 
a  renewal  of  the  charter  was  obtained. 
The  company  in  his  opinion   had  been 
hardly  dealt  wiih,  for  he  must  contend  that 
the    country    had    prospered    as    much 
ihroogb  the    company  as  the  company 
bad  benefited  by  any  aftistance  received 
firon  the  comitry*    With  respect  to  the 
loan,  the  hon.   gent,  seemed  to  think  that 
it  could  not  be  obtained  any  where  else, 
and  therefore  the  company  ought  not  to 
be  gntefol  for  it.     In  that  opinion  the 
hon.  gent,  was  mlltaken«  for  he  would  tell 
him  where  he  could  obtain  it,  and  even  to 
a  greater  amount.     Buonaparte  would  be 
ba|<  y  to  lend  the  money,  aye,  and  pay 
the  whole  of  the  company's  debts,  and 
give  them  fifteen  or  twenty  years  pur- 
chase for  their  territories.     There  could 
not  be  any  intention  in  what  had  fallen 
from  tbe  hon.   bart.  and  the  other  hon. 
pnU  to  insinuate  that  the  company's  af- 
^ra  had  not  prospered  under  their  pre- 
sent management,  because  the  fact  was, 
th«t  they  Inld  actually  prospered,  more  so 
than  at  any  former  period.    The  diffieul- 
ties  ender  which  they  laboured  were  not 
principally  of  their  own  seeking,  but  arose 
ia  consequence  of  the  wars  in  which  they 
b«d  been  engaged;  wars  which  he  was 
jnatified  in  denominating  the  wars  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  and  therefore  the 
company  liad  the  right  to  claim  assistance. 
The  hon.  gent,  contended  that  the  trade 
since  1793  had  always  been  prosperous; 
that  it  was  suiiieiently  so  to  enable  the 
company  to  make  a  large  dividend.     He 
Irvjted  that  as  tbe  government  in  India 
bad  iaetirred  vast  expences  in  fighting  to 
inainlftin  the  British  interests,  that  the 
House  would  not  be  disposed  to  make  them 
bear  mil  the  burthens,  because  If  they  did 
the  result  must  be,  that  if  the  war  was  con- 
timwd  year  after  year,  they  must  come  to 
parliament  for  fresh  loans.     When  the 
report  was  made,  the  House  would  be  sa«> 
tidied  that  the  present  loan  wouM  not  be 
improperly  used.    All  that  the  company 
deairvd  was,  that  their  a&irs  should  be 
viricily  ftnd  deeply  acrutnuissed,  they  wtre 
not  ailraid  of  the  examination. 


The  House  then  divided  on  .the  thiitl 
reading  of  the  bill :  Ayes  52;  Noes  10* 
Majority  42;  The  bill  was  then  passed. 

[Admiralty  Covbts  Bill.]  On  the 
motion  for  bringing  up  the  report  of  this 
bill, 

Mr.  H.  Matfm  stated  his  objections  to' 
tbe  bill,  which,  he  contended,  purported 
to  be  what  in  reality  it  was  not.  Instead 
of  its  being  called  a  bill  for  regulating  tbe 
office  of  the  courts  of  admiralty,  it  ought 
to  be  entitled  *'  A  bill  to  prevent  reform 
in  those  couru.''  The  hon.  and  learned' 
gent,  coneefved  that  tbe  object  which  it 
professed  to  have  in  view  was  to  refonh 
the  abuses,  in  regard  to  the  enormous 
fees  taken  by  the  registrar .  and  the  roar-* 
shal  of  the  admiralty  ;  now  the  very  re- 
verse would  be  its  effects.  When  the 
measure  for  the  abolition  of  reversions  wa* 
in  agitation,  it  was  not  intended  to  regard 
remote  interests,  nor  indeed  did  parlia« 
ment  when  legislatinjp^  in  regard  to  offices 
where  enormous  profits  had,  he  might  say, 
scandalised  the  country,  ever'  mean  to 
look  to  remote  interests.  He  wished  to 
know,  therefore,  Why  the  particular  office 
of  Registrar,  to  which  tbe  right  hon.  gent. 
(Mr.  Perceval)  had  the  reversion,  deserved 
to  be  exempted  from  the  general  regula« 
tion.  Formerly  when  the  bill  was  before 
parliament  for  suppressing  the  fbes  in 
the  office  of  tellers  of  the  exchequer,  no 
reference  was  had  to  a  noble  lord  who 
then  held  the  situation  of  Chancellor.  The 
place  of  Registrar  was  given  to  the  present; 
possessor  by  a  noble  lord  at  th^  head  of 
the  admiralty*  and  the  gift  was  afterwards 
confirmed  by  the  King.  In  the  first  in- 
stance, therefore,  the  appointment  was  if- 
legal.  His  Majesty  could  not  be  said  tp 
have  any  interest  in  the  office.  The 
hon.  and  learned  gent,  contended  that 
any  abuses  could  not  be  remilated '  by 
act  of  parliament,  but  must  be  done  by 
his  Majesty  in  council.  In  that  opinion 
he  was  fortified,  by  the  opinion  of  the 
learned  judge  at  the  head  of  the  admiralty 
courts,  who  in  tbe  case  of  the  Rainsbergn, 
where  the  marshal  claimed  such  large 
lees  as  astonished  the  judge,  that  learned 
person  had  staled  "  that  it  belonged  to 
his  Majesty  alone  in  council,  to  make  any 
alteration  in  the  table  of  fees  in  any  of  tho 
courts  of  admiralty."  Not  one  word  wa$ 
said  about  the  marshal  in  the  bill.  With 
respect  to  the  money  of  the  suitors,  the 
right  hon.  gent,  in  answer  to  a  question 
put  to  him  the  other  evening,  whether  the 
Kegistitt'  rttained  or  mfute*  use  of  thd 
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soitprs  monies,  that  rieht  boo.  gent  d«- 
dared  tliathedfd  not.  ^ow,  he  (Mr.  M.) 
had  in  bis  pocket  a  letter  from  the  right 
hon.  gent,  which  stated  a  dtflerent  thiiip. 
\i  WH9  an  undoubted  fact  that  the  noble 
lord  who  is  the  Heij^^trar  never  did  con- 
fess that  he  iiad  retained  one  farthing  of 
suitors  monies  as  forming  a  part  of  th^  pro- 
fits of  his  office  upon  his  examination  be- 
fore the  Committee.  He  saw  no  reason 
why  the  Regij^trar  of  the  admiralty  should 
not  be  compelled  to  deposit  in  the  Bank 
the  luitora  monies  as  in  like  manner  is  re- 
quired from  the  masters  in  Chancery. 
Ue  believed  that  the  real  object  of  this 
bill  >Aas  to  prevent  its  being  so  paid  in, 
and  therefore  he  should  object  to  it  alto- 
gether. 

Th^  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  professed 
lii|»self  aUvays  averse  to  the  di&iurbance 
tif  vested  rights,  in  places  of  this  nature, 
whether  those  rights  were  in  the  parties  in 
possession,  or  those  in  reversion ;  and  in 
litis  opinion  it  was  known  that  he  concur- 
red wiib  many  of  (be  highest  authorities^ 
one  of  whom  did  not  hesitate  to  say«  that 
a  patent  right  involved  as  valid  a  claim  as 
any  freehold  property.  Connectedly  then 
with  this  opinion,  be  could  not  agree  to 
abolish  the  vested  interest  in  the  place 
under  consideration.  That  his  brother 
derived  in  a  given  year  the  sum  of  7,800/. 
from  the  interest  upon  money  belonging  to 
suitors  of  the  Admiralty  court  he  was 
ready  to  adroit.  But,  it  being  at  the  dis- 
cretion of  either  of  the  suitors  to  have  such 
money  upon  application  to  the  court, 
vested  in  public  securities,  which  they  de- 
clined, probably  from  'an  unwillingness  to 
risk  the  fluctuation  of  the  funds,  or  from 
some  other  cause,  the  register  could  not 
be  condemned  from  availing  himself  of 
the  immemorial  usage  of  his  office,  by 
deriving  profit  from  its  use,  while  the 
safety  of  the  capital  was  strictly  attended 
to.  He  denied  thai  the  case  of  the  masters 
in  Chancery  had  any  analogy  to  that  be- 
fore the  House,  because  "those  officers 
stood  in  a  state  of  delinquency  at  the 
time  the  measure  alluded  to <  was  brought 
forward,  in.  consequence  of  losses  having 
been  sustained  by  the  suitors  in  the  court 
of  Chancery; 

Mr.  BcaJieM  could  not  conceive  it  justi- 
fiable in  any  public  officer  having  merely 
the  custody  of.  money,  to  put  that  monev 
to  hasard,  or  to  derive  any  private  jprom 
from  it.  He  believed  his  right  hon.  iriend 
.was  .mistaken  in  supposing  that  the  money 
could  be  nitbdrawD  from  tht  register  at 


the  discretioa'of  either  of  the  soit«>rii, 
both  mu«i,  he  understood,  concur  in  the 
application  before  the  money  could  be  50 
withdrawn   for  investment  in  any  public 
securities.     This,  therefore,  was  a  defect 
which  he  thought  ought  to  be  cured  by  a 
clause  in  the  bill   bet4»re  the  House,  in 
order  that  the  right  to  invest  the  money 
in  public  securities  for  the  benefit  oF  the 
successful  should  be  generally  known,  and 
that  a  public  officer  nhould  not  be  allowed 
to  enjoy  a  profit,  which  of  right  belonged 
to  others. 

Mr.  Stfphen  stated  that  it  was  compe- 
tent to  the  judge  of  the  Admiralty  to 
order,  ex-qfficio,  that  any  money  in  court 
belonging  to  suitors  should  be  vested  io 
public  securities  for  the  benefit  of  the 
suitors. 

Mr«  Jacob  considered  this  as  a  substan- 
tial measure  of  reform,  so  fiir  as  it  went, 
and  was  therefore  surprised. at  the  oppo- 
sition it  experienced  i'r^n  the  professed 
advocates  of  reform  upon  the  opposite 
side  of  the  House. 

Mr.   W.  Smith  thought  the  hon.  n^  am- 
bers surprise  should  cease  if  he  considt^red 
the  true  nature  of  this  bill,  and' that  it  was 
opposed  because  it, did  not  go  far  enough  ; 
because  it  did  not  go  the  right  road  to  re- 
form ;    because,   in  fact,  it  proposed   to 
place  the  obstacle  of  an  act  of  parliament 
in  the  way  of  a  reform  obviously  necessary, 
and  that  merely  for  the  benefit  of  par- 
ticular individuals.     He  reprobated  the 
doctrine  of  confounding  titles  to  property, 
by  putting  monstrous    usurpations  on  a 
footing  with  these  titles,  which  were  un- 
questionable.   That  the  practice  of  de- 
riving private  profit  to  public  officers frnm 
the  use  of  money  intrusted  to  their  cus- 
tody was  quite  an  usurpation,  was  a  thing 
not  to  be    disputed.    But  there   was  a 
particular  reason  why  the  officer  under 
consideration  should  not    be    allowed  to 
use    the  money  under  his  care  in   the 
way  referred  to«  because  in  fact  this  officer 
did  not  enter  into  any  securities.    This 
was  a  circumstance  which,  with  all  pro- 
per deference  for  the  noble  lord  (Arden) 
would    restrain   him  from   allowing  tbs 
money  of  suitors  to  be  put  to  any  hazard 
by  that  noble  lord.     He  had  no  disposi* 
tion  whatever  to  question  the  character  or 
responsibility  of  the  noble  lord,  but  tbs 
rank  and  importance  of  some  receut  de« 
faulters  strongly  urged  the  propriety  of 
caution  in  all   cases  whatever.     Here  he 
adverted  to  the  premium  afibrded  to  this 
officer^  and  to  others  also  bo^Jdiiig  a  high 
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station  in  the  gov«rnnient»  to  keep  the 
country  in  a  state  of  war,  because  it  io- 
creased  their  salaries,  and  condemned  the 
grcNis  impolicy  of  tolerating  such  an  ar- 
rangement, urging  the  necessity  of  substi- 
tuting a  fixed  salary  to  each  ot  tbo^e  ofli- 
ccr^i  who  now  among  them  derived  a 
profit  of  20,000/.  a  year  from  the  con- 
tinuance of  war. — After  observing  upon 
the  two  returns  from  the  Registry  office, 
that  there  were  no  emoluments  whatever 
derived  from  the  use  of  the  money  in  the 
Registrar's  hands,  although  that  money 
now  appeared  to  produce  7,800/.  in  one 
year,  the  hon.  member  recommended  the 
omission  of  those  words  in  the  bill, 
namely,  "  After  the  falling  in  of  the  in- 
terest  of  the  persons  in  possession  and  re* 
version  of  the  same.''  He  concluded 
with  observing  that,  the  preamble  of  the 
bill,  proposed  by  a  side  wind  to  sanction 
the  practice  of  public  officers  making 
use  of  the  public  money  for  their  own 
private  profit ;  and  upon  this  and  other 
grounds,  he  thought  the  farther  considera« 
tioii  of  it  ought  to  be  postponed  until  the 
next  sessions. 

Mr.  RoMe  expressed  his  surprise  at  bear* 
ing  that  the  emoluments  from  the  use  of 
suitors  Dioney  should  haveamounted  in  one 
year  to  upwards  of  7,000/.  He  had  caused 
inquiries  to  be  made,  and  he  believed,  that 
at  present  the  sum  in  the  hands  of  the 
Registrar  did  not  amount  to  80,000/.  of 
which  40,000/.  belonged  to  the  navy. 
This  sum  too,  be  understood,  was  likely  to 
be  still  fiurther  reduced.  It  dependeJ  on 
the  soitors  Uiemselves,  if  any  part  of  their 
money  remained  in  the  hands  of  the  Re- 
gistrar, as  they  had  only  to  make  the  ap- 
plication to  the  judge,  in  order  to  have 
it  invested.  As  to  the  resumptions  in  the 
reign  of  Queen  Anne,  these  were  only 
made  out  of  hostility  to  the  foreigners 
who  had  come  over  to  this  country  in  the 
reiu;n  of  king  William,  and  notwithstand- 
ing that  hostility,  the  practice  was  almost 
instantly  abandoned. 

Mr.  Johmtone  was  convinced  that  the 
right  hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Perceval)  could  have 
no  intention  by  the  intro<luction  of  this 
bill,  of  deriving  advantage  to  himself,  or 
those  connected  with  him.  If  the  bill 
were  to  pass,  however,  in  its  present  shape, 
it  would  begin  at  once  to  levy  a  revenue 
on  neutrals  unjustly  brought  into  our 
poru,  a  proceeding  which  was  unworthy 
the  dignity  of  a  great  nation. 

Sir  S.  Homiily  was  satisfied  that  his 
right  hon.  friend  could  not  suppose  that  he 


would  attribute  to  him  any  idira  of  wishing 
to  add  to  hi*  own  emoluments  by  the  pre-. 
tent  bill ;  but  still,  this  he  suspected 
would  be  the  eilect  of  the  bill.  If  judicial 
offices  were  to  be  reformed,  he  thought 
the  proper  mode  of  doing  so  was,  to  re- 
duce the  fees,  and  not  still  to  exact  what 
was  esteemed  exorbitant,  for  the  purpose 
of  turning  it  into  another  channel.  Aii. 
office  in  the  public  revenue  seemed  to 
him  to  difier  materially  from  a  judicial 
office  ;  and  even  in  the  former  he  doubted 
much  the  right  of  the  officer  to  profit  by 
the  use  of  the  public  mon^.  As  lo  the 
latter  character,  so  far  d3  he  was  intrusted 
with  money,  it  could  only  be  as  trustee 
fur  the  suitors,  and  therefore  he  could  not 
be  entitled  to  any  emolument  thence 
arising.  He  instanced  the  case  of  a  trea- 
surer to  the  White-haven  liarbour,who 
being  called  on  in  Chancery  to  account 
for  the  emoluments  derived  by  htm  from 
the  use  of  the  funds,  although  he  had  ac- 
cepted of  the  office  with  the  express  view 
to  this  advantage,  was  obliged  to  account 
for  the  whole  profits  thence  derived,  even 
though  no  demand  had  been  made  on  him. 

The  Soliciior  General  vindicated  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and  denied 
that  he  could  have  any  interest  in  the  pr6« 
visions  of  the  present  bill,  as  the  opera- 
tions of  the  act  were  not  to  take  piaco 
till  after  the  two  lives  were  expired. 

The  Report  was  then  agreed  to. 


HOUSB   OF   COMMON'S. 

Friday,  June  15, 
[Petition   and  Renonstrancb    tRoiK. 

SOUTHWARK    FOa   THE    RbLBASE   OF    SlR  F. 

BuRucTT,  &c.]  Mr.  IJrnry  Thornton  said 
he  held  in  his  hand  the  Petition  and  Re- 
monstrance of  the  electors  of  the  borough 
of  Southwark,  legally  convened  by  the 
high  bailifi^  on  the  13th  ipst.  He  appre«> 
bended  there  was  nothing  in  the  language 
of  the  petition  Uiat  would  prevent  it  from 
being  received,  and  therefore  presented  ic 
to  the  House. 

The  petition  was  then  read,  setting  forth^ 
"  That  the  peti t  ioners  feel  deeply  interested 
and  alarmed  at  the  extraordinary  proceed* 
ings  of  the  House,  in  the  imprisonment  of 
John  Gale  Jones,  and  the  forcible  entry 
and  seizure  of  sir  Francis  Burdett  in  liie 
own  house,  because,  in  the  first  place,  ther 
humbly  conceive  that  contempts  which 
are  punishable  by  prompt  imprisonment 
can  only  be  construed  as  arising  oat  off 
those  overt  acts  which  obslroct  &e  pi^ 
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feedings  of  the  House ;  that  a  supposed 
libel  tipon  the  House,  without  such  acts, 
may  be  safely  referred  to  a  jury  of  Bug- 
lishmen    consistent  with  all  those  privi- 
leges of  the  House,  which  may  form  part 
of  the  common  law  of  the  land,  and  con- 
sistent with  the  honour,  dignity,  and  in- 
dependence of  the  House ;    they  humbly 
conceive  that  such  conclusions  are  well 
warranted  by  a  recent  case  of  libel,  in 
which  the  monarchy  was  represented  as  a 
goodly  tree,  from  which  the  branches  of 
the  Lords  snd  ^Commons  might  be  safely 
lopped  off,  Ctod  that  still  the  constitution 
would  remain,  all  which  was  referred  bv 
the  House  to  the  verdict  of  a  jury ;   and 
that,  in  the  latter  case,  the  petitioners 
were  sadly  reminded  of  the  arbitrary  pro- 
ceedings of  military  governments  on  tlie 
cont'ment,  when  neither  police  magistrates 
nor  crown  officers  could  find  precedents 
to  regulate  them  in  inforcing  their  autho- 
rity, the  minister  was  found  ready  to  ad- 
vise his  Majesty's  government  to  employ 
its  army,  and  however  the  petitioners  were 
rejoiced   to  see  their  countrymen  return 
from  disastrous  expeditions  and  the  pesti- 
lential shores  of  VValehercn,  they  conceive 
the  honour  of  a  British  soldier  was  tar- 
nished when  his  valour  was  improperly 
directed  against  unarmed  citizens;    and 
that  the  petitioners  have  long  been  con- 
vinced, that  the  only  safe  and  efiectual 
remedy  for  our  political  evils  is  a  substan- 
tial reform  in  parliament  by  a  more  equal 
representation  of  the  people ;    they    are 
convinced  that  one  of  the  most  radical  de- 
fects of  those  ancient  governments,  which 
were  overturned  by  power,  or  subverted 
by  poptilar  fury,  arose  from  ignorance  of 
the  uses  of  representation;    that  a  late 
statesman,  many  years  at  the  bead  of  his 
Majesty's  government,  declared  that  re- 
presentation was  the  true  principle  of  the 
British  constitution,  that  to  reform  it  was 
not  to  iiinevate  but  to  recover ;  and  that 
the  petitioners  humbly  conceive  altera- 
tions in  the  representation  Of  the  people, 
by  extending  the  right  of  voting,  are  sanc- 
.ttoned   by  the  House,  as  at  8horeham, 
Crickiade,  and  Aylesbury  ;  where  bribery 
is  proved  against  the  electors  reform  is 
safe,  but  not  where  seats  are  purchased  as 
publicly  as  at  noon-day,  at  the  bare  men- 
tion of  which  our  ancestors  would  have 
started  with  indignation;    and   notwith- 
wtthstanding  the  right  hon.  Spencer  Per- 
ceval and  lord  Castlereagh  were  detected 
hk  the  tralic,  they  are  stiU  sittiog  unim- 
pvHbvd  M  Bicniben  of  the  Hoise ;    and 


that  the  petftinsers  trust  they  have  ftlways 
manifested  a  readiness  to  defend  their 
King  and  country  with  their  purses  and 
their  swords,  and  that  the  public  liberty, 
which  was  acquired  and  defended  b^'  tije 
best  blood  of  our  ancestors,  may  be  pre* 
served  inviolate,  and  transmitted  to  tl»e 
latest  posterity,  they  trust  that  the  Hociic 
will  restore  that  confidence  to  their  feel- 
ings by  the  release  of  John  Gale  Jonea 
and  sir  F.  Burdett,  and  by  a  speedy 
reform." 

Sir  T.  ^I\irton  said,  that  unforlunately  he 
did  not  attend  the  meeting,  not  having 
been  applied  to,  and  ccmsequently  not 
knowing  more  of  the  circumstance  than 
any  other  member  in  the  House.  It  was 
the  duty  of  every  representative  to  attend 
a  meeting  of  his  constituents  to  give  them 
his  assistance  and  advice.  He  approved 
of  the  sentiments  contained  in  the  petitiosj 
except  where  it  denied  the  right  of  the 
House  to  imprison  for  a  breach  of  pri vi« 
lege ;  and  begged  leave  to  second  the 
motion  that  it  do  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Petition  was  ordered  to  be  laid  on 
the  table. 

[pRTVATE  IhLLs.l  Sir  T.  Turtom^  before 
the  session  broke  up,  wished  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  House  to  the  proceedings  on 
private  bills  above  stairs.  Great  incon- 
venience arose  from  the  present  system  for 
arranging  the  bringing  in  and  passing  of 
private  bills,  as  in  the  couive  of  six  weeks 
the  whole  of  them  were  under  considera- 
tion, which  caused  very  great  tronble  and 
inconvenience  to  the'membei«.  He  was 
of  opinion,  tliat  the  time  for  reporting 
them  ought  to  be  enlarged,  and  that 
some  means  ought  to  be^  adopted  !• 
enforce  the  attendance  of  gentlemen  on 
committees,  which  would  greatly  tend  to 
facilitate  the  business.  And  alse  he  was 
of  opinion,  that  a  short-hand  writer  should 
be  appointed  to  attend  e&ch  committee. 

The  Hpcaker  observed,  that  the  several 
matters  atated  by  the  hon.  gent,  were  wor- 
thy of  the  most  grave  and  serious  consi* 
deration.  It  was  desirable  therefbre,  that 
he  should  follow  them  up  with  a  specific 
proposition,  or*give  notice  of  a  motion.  The 
House  was  too  much  at  the  mercy  of  agents 
and  solicitors  of  bills,  whether,  they  sboukl 
be  conducted  quick  or  slow*  There  was  an- 
otiier  subject  also  worthy  of  oonsideratien, 
and  that  was  the  petitions  pf  hostile  parties 
being  presefited  in  a  late  stage  of  a  bill, 
which  was  attendfd  with  delav«  and  great 
and  iinneceatary  expencc  and  inconveni- 
ence. It  might  perhapa  be  fcr  the  coQftiii* 
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of  geotltmea  ihat  he  sboald  advert  to 
some  of  the  points  in  which  inconvenience 
was  felt  in  the  progress  of  private  bills. 
They  were,  1st,  The  great  pressure  of  the 
business  up-stairs  in  point  of  quantity  at 
the  close  of  the  session.  This  had  been 
partially  remedied  already,  and  deserved 
inrther  attention.  12d,  The  attendance  of 
members.  This  most  be  left  to  the  con- 
sideration and  discretion  of  members  them- 
selves. 3d,  The  facility  from  short-hand 
writers.  It  was  the  duty  of  the  clerks  to 
give  every  possible  facility  in  this  way. 
4th,  The  appointment  of  an  officor  to  pot 
into  technical  legislative  language  the 
ideas  of  members  wishing  to  draw  up  bills. 
This  was  a  point  of  difficulty,  but  all 
these  deserved  consideration,  aud  gentle- 
men would  (io  well  during  the  recess  to 
turn  their  minds  to  them  with  a  view  to 
some  specific  proposition. 

[John  Gale  Jones. j  ^w  James  Hall  ro'^e 
to  bring  forward  the  motion  oF  which  he 
had  given  notice  for  the  liberation  of  John 
Gale  Jones.  He  expressed  his  conviction 
that  if  the  proposition  for  the  commitment 
of  Mr.  Jone:i  had  been  discussed  with  the 
same  deliberation  as  other  acts  of  the 
House,  it  never  would  have  obtained  the 
prompt  and  unanimous  assent  with  which  it 
was  so  suiidenly  carried.  He  had  heard  se- 
veral members  who  were  not  present  on  the 
occasion,  since  .declare,  that  if  they  had 
been  present,  they  would  have  opposed 
the  commitment ;  and  he  did  not  scruple 
to  declare  his  own  regret  that  he  was  one 
ofHhe  unanimous  few  who  assented  to  that 
commitment.  For,  upon  mature  reflec- 
tion, he  thought  the  decision  of  the  House 
was  in  a  great  degree  owing  to  Mr.  Jones's 
own  acknowledgment  of  the  charge  against 
him;  and  that  the  acknowledgment  he 
made,  the  contrition  he  had  expressed, 
and  the  very  humble  and  respectful  apo- 
logy he  had  offered  at  the  bar,  should  have 
induced  the  House  not  to  proceed  with  se- 
verity, but  to  have  liberated  him  after  a 
proper  reprimand.  Another  ground  was, 
that  Mr.  Jones  was  punished  with  the 
same  degree  of  severity  as  sir  Francis  Bur- 
dett,  although  there  was  no  degree  of 
parity  between  the  nature  of  their,  of- 
fences. For  the  latter  not  only  assumed 
to  censure  .  openly  the  conduct  of  the 
House,  of  which  he  was  a  member,  but  to 
pubhsh  a  libellous  pamphlet,  arraigning 
its  proceedings,  and  defying  its  authority 
with  a  degree  of  outrage  and  acrimony 
borderins;  on  frenzy.  He  had  also  after- 
wards deputed     tho   authority   of    iht 
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Speaker's  warrant,  and  resisted  the  see* 
jeant  at  arms  sent  to  take  him  into  custo* 
dy;  barring  his  doors,  and  exciting  tumult, 
by  rendering  his  house  and  his  vicinage  a 
rendezvous  for  the  assemblage  of  disor-< 
derly  and  riotous  persons,  from  all  parts  of 
this  metropolis,  whose  turbulence  it  waf 
impossible  for  the  civil  power  to  suppress, 
without  the  assistance  of  military  force. 
Mr.  Jones,  on  the  contrary,  instantly  obey* 
ed  the  orders  of  the  House,  acknowledged 
his  error,  and  expressed  his  contrition^ 
In  the  motion,  therefore,  which  he  was 
now  about  to  submit  fuc  his  liberatiou,  ho 
was  aware  that  the  remission  of  a  few 
days  coniinement  during  the  short  rem* 
nant  of  the  session,  might  not  be  consider- 
ed  as  any  great  boon.  Yet,  as  the  power 
of  the  House  to  imprison  him  would  ex- 
pire with  the  session,  he  thought  the. 
House,  in  its  justice  and  discretion,  ought 
to  draw  a  marked  line  of  distinction  be« 
tween  the  cases  of  the  two  parties  com« 
mitted.  The  liberation  of  Mr.  Jones,  he 
thought  would  tend  completely  to  allay 
the  popular  ferment  excited  upon  this  sub» 
jt'Ct ;  but  he  was  convinced  there  was  not' 
a  man  of  common  sense  or  discretion  ia 
thii  country  I  who  had  any  respect  for  the 
rights  or  the  authority  of  the  House  o( 
Commons,  who  would  condole  or  sympa- 
thize  with  sir  Francis,  or  think  that  bis  pu- 
nishment had  been  too  severe.  Sir  James 
concluded  by  moving  *'  That  John  Gala 
"  Jones,  now  under  confinement,  during 
"  the  pleasure  of  the  House,  in  his  Ma- 
"  jesty's  prison  of  Newgate,  be  forthwith 
"  set  at  liberty  without  payment  of  any 
"  fees.'* 

Mr.  P,  Moore  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  Secretary  Rj^dcr  opposed  the  mo« 
tion,  on  the  ground  that  Gale  Jones  was  a 
voluntary  prisoner,  as  be  might  be  enlarg* 
ed  months  ago,  if  he  had  thought  fit  tq 
petition  the  House.  He  opposed  his  libe^ 
ration  more  particularly*  because  a  similar 
motion  was  brought  forward  some  tirot 
ago,  and  negatived,  and  therefore  the 
House  would  act  inconsistently,  if  it  agreed 
to  the  present  proposition  of  the  hon* 
member. 

Sir  T.  Tufion  supported  the  motion^ 
which  was  then  pot  and  negatived  withool 
a  division. 

[African  Slave  Teade.]  Mr.  Bnmg'^ 
hftrn  rose,  pursuant  to  notice,  to  call  the 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  state  of 
the  Slave  Trade :  a  subject,  he  said,  of  the 
Grst  importance ;  and  although  it  was  nei* 
ther  a  personal  4ttCition^  nor  a  party  one 
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->*tboagh  its  diicussron  involved  neither 
the  pursuit  nor  the.  defence  of  place — al- 
tiiough,  indeed,  it  touched  matters  of  no 
higher  concernment  than  the  honour  of 
the  House  and  the  country,  and  the  inte- 
rests of  humanity  at  large,  he  trusted  that 
it  would,  nevertheless,  receive  the  same 
fevourable  consideration  which  it  had  so 
often  experienced  upon  former  occasions. 
The  question  he  purposed  to  submit  to  the 
House  was,  whether  any,  and  what  mea- 
sures could  be  adopted,  in  order  to  watch 
over  the  execution  of  the  sentence  of  con- 
demnation which  parliament  had,  with  a 
singular  unanimity,  pronounced  upon  the 
African  Slave  Trade  ?  It  was  now  four 
years  since  Mr.  Fox  made  his  last  motion 
in  that  House,  and,  he  believed,  his  last 
tfpeech  there,  in  favour  of  the  Abofition. 
He  then  proposed  a  Resolution,  pledging 
the  House  to  the  Abolition  of  the  traffic, 
And  an  Address  to  the  crown,  beseeching 
his  Majesty  to  use  all  his  endeavours  for 
obtaining  the  concurrence  of  other  powers 
in  the  pursuit  of  this  great  object.  Au 
Address  to  the  samti  cflect  was  made  by 
the  other  House,  ^ith  equal  unanimity"; 
ind,  early  in  the  next  year,  two  noble 
friends  ot  his  (Lords  Grenville  and  Grey), 
who  werfe  second  only  to  his  hon.  friond, 
prevented  by  indisposition  from  attending 
this  day  (Mr.  Wilbrrforce),  in  their  ser- 
vices to  the  cause,  and  would  yield  not 
^en  to  him  in  their  zeal  for  its  succCiiS, 
gave  the  parliament  an  opportunity  of 
redeeming  its  pkdge,  by  introducing  the 
Abolition  BIlis  into  the  two  Houses.  That 
measure,  which  had  formerly  met  so  many 
obstacles,  whether^  as  some  were  willing 
lo  believe,  from  the  slowness  with  which 
troth  works  its  way,  or,  as  others  were 
prone  to  suspect,  from  the  want  of  zeal  in 
its  official  supporters,  now  experienced 
tione  of  the  impediments  that  had  hitherto 
retarded  its  progress:  far  from  encounter- 
ing anv  formidable  difficulties,  it  passed 
through  parliament  almost  without  oppo- 
sition ;  and  one  of  the  greatest  and  most 
disputed  of  measures,  was  at  length  carried 
by  larger  xtajoritiet,  perhaps,  than  Were 
ever  known  to  divide  upon  any  contested 
question.  The  friends  of  the  Abolhion, 
however,  never  expected  that  any  Icgisla* 
live  measure  would  at  once  destroy  the 
Slave  Trade:  ther  were  aware  hoW  obsti- 
nately such  a  trade  woald  cling  to  the  soil 
where  it  had  taken  root :  they  anticipated 
the  difficulties  of  extirpating  a  traffic  which 
bad  entwined  itself  with  so  many  interests, 
^jtidices.  and  paniont.    But  he  most 


admit,  that  although  they  had  foreseen, 
they  had  considerably  underrated «  those 
difficulties.    They  haid  not  made  sofficicnt 
allowance  for  the  resistance  which  the  real 
interests  of  those  directly  engaged  in  the 
trade,  and  the  supposed  interests  of  the 
colonists,  would  oppose  to  the  execaeion 
of  the  acts:   they   had   underrated   the 
wickedness  of  the  Slave  Tk^er,  and  the 
infatuation  of  the  planter.    While  on  the 
one  hand  it  appeared,  from  the  docttments 
he  formerly  moved  for,  that  nothing  had 
been  done  to  circumscribe  the  forreign 
Slave  Trade,  it  was  now  found,  that  this 
abominable  commerce  had  not  completely 
ceased,  even  in  this  country  1  He  hoped 
the   House  would  favour  him  with  its  at- 
tention; while,  from  the  papers  on  the 
table,  and  from  snch  other  information  as 
he  had  been  enabled  to  obtain,  he  laid 
before  it  a  statement,  which  woald,  in 
some  measure,  enable  it  to  appreciate  the 
extent  of  the  evil,  and  to  apply  the  proper 
remedies. 

He  then  proceeded  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  Hou^c  to  the  stato  of  the  Slave  Trade 
in  foreign  countries.  In  these  it  existed 
variously.  In  America  it  was  contraband, 
as  in  England,  having  been  prohibited  by 
law,  but  still  carried  on,  illegally,  for  the 
supply  of  the  American  as  well  as  of  lb- 
reigii  plantations:  while  in  the  colonies 
of  Porlugal  and  Spain  it  was  still  sanc- 
tioned by  the  laws,  and  even  received  pe- 
cnliar  encouragement  from  the  govern- 
ment. The  extent  of  the  Spanish  Slave 
Trade  he  could  not  state  very  accurately, 
btit,  from  returns  of  the  custom-boa.ce  at 
Cadis,  to  which  he  had  had  access,  and 
from  the  well-known  increase  of  the  sugar 
culture  in  Cuba,  the  importation  of  ne- 
groes appears  to  be.  very  great.  The 
average  annual  importation  into  that  island 
during  13  years,  from  1789  to  1803,  was 
5,840;  and  it  was  evidently  upon  the  in- 
crease, for  the  average  of  the  last  foar 
years  of  the  period  was  8,600 :  the  total 
nmnber  imported  during  the  period  ex- 
ceeded 76,000  slaves.  This  statement, 
among  other  things,  proved  how  much 
the  Americftn  flag  was  used  in  covering 
tb6  foreign  Slave  Trade;  for,  after  the 
commencement  of  hostilities  between 
Spixtt  and  this  country,  the  trade  could 
only  have  been  carried  on  to  a  very  limit- 
ed extent  in  Spanish  bottoms;  and  yet, 
instead  of  being  checked  by  the  war,  it 
had  greatly  increased  since  17D5.  The 
coUore  of  sugar  had  likewise  increased  at 
fbrto  Rico,  and  on  the  Main*  and  vtiiii  it,- 
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tif  coine>  the  imposition  of  ifaivet.  Tbe 
precipe  aiDooot  of  this  he  could  not  speak 
to  j  bet  be  had  every  xeason  to  suppose  it 
^ery  iocoxisiderable«  when  comparea  with 
the  traffic  in  Cuba.  The  annual  importa^ 
tion  of  Mexico  did  not  exceed  100  ne- 
groes, and  that  of  the  settlements  on  the 
South  Sea  wai^  only  600.  The  otber  colo- 
nies obtained  their  supplies  principally 
frooi  the  Brazils.  WHh  regard  to  the 
Portuguese  Slave  Trade,  he  could  speak 
with  more  precision.  During  his  resi- 
dence at  Lisbon,  in  the  King's  service,  he 
bad  oiEcial  commuufcation  with  the  Por- 
tuguese minister,  and  also  with  .a  person 
of  high  rank,  who  had  been  governor  of 
the  northern  provinces  of  Brazil,,  and  was 
(hen  going  out  as  governor  of  Angola  and 
Benguela,  upon  the  African  coast.  It 
appeared,  from  tbe  returns  of  a  capitaitian- 
tax  on  negroes  exported  from  Africa  (which 
gentlemen  would  perceive,  must  give  the 
loweu  amount  of  the  exportation},  that 
there  were  annually  sent  to  the  Brazils 
from  that  partof  Africa  alone  above  15,000 
negroes ;  and  this  was  reckoned  only  one 
half  of  the  total  exported  firom  all  parts  of 
the  Portnguese  settlements.  From  ano- 
ther quarter,  of  high  authority,  he  leacnt 
that  this,  if  estimated  at  30,000,  wouki  not 
be  overrated.  But  the  branch  of  the 
trade  which  it  was  the  most  important  to 
attend  to  at  pxescnt,  .was  that  carried  on 
by  Amerkran  vessels,  in  open  violation  of 
tlie  laws  of  the  United  States.  He  firmly 
beiiev^,  a«  he  had  before  stated  when 
the  matter  had  been  questioned  by  a  right 
hon.  gent,  opi^osite  (Mr.  Canning),  that 
tbe  American  government  had  aU  along 
acted,  in  regard  to  the  Slave  Trade,  with 
the  most  perfect  sincerity.  They  had* 
indeed,  set  us  the  example  of  abolishing 
it.  All  tbe  states,  except  two,  Georgia  and 
South  Carolina,  had  early  abolished  it  by 
acts  of  their  sepaiate  legislatures  before 
the  period  eorrived  when  the  constitution 

?;af  e  congress  a  right  to  pass  such  a  law 
or  the  whole  unk)n;  and  as  soon  as  that 
period  arrived,  viz«  at  the  beginning  of 
the  year  1808,  tbe  traffic  was  finallv  pro- 
hibited by  an  act  of  congress,  ^ut  it 
was  one  thing  to  pass  a  law,  and  another 
to  carry  it  into  execution,  as  we  had  our- 
selves found  on  this  side  of  the  water,  he 
was  corry  to  think :  and  although  the 
American  legislature  and  the  government 
had  done  all  that  lay  in  their  power,  it  re- 
-qaired  much  greater  naval  means  than 
they  possessed  to  suppress  eOVciually  their 
coauraband  Slave  Trade*    They  migh^  in 


a.gi«a|^amre«  by  their  police*  prevent 
the  importation  of  negrpes  mto  the  United 
States ;  a^  this  thev  had  done;  but  tlie 
bulk  of  tbetr  contraband  Slave  Trade  was 
carried  on  between  Afirica  and  tbe  islaiuU« 
or  Africa  and  6oatb  America;  and,  to 
che<^k  this,  a  very  jdiffisrent  navy  waa 
wanted  from  any  that  the  Americans  (bap- 
pi  ly  for  tliis  country,  in  every  point  of 
view,  except  the  one  now  in  question^ 
were  likely,  for  a  long  aeries  of  years,  to 
possess*     By  such  a  contraband  trade,  the 
Spanish  and  Portuguese  colonics,  and  not 
only  they,  but  our  own  settlements,  were 
supplied  with  slaves;  and  in  this  manner 
it  was  that  the  foreign  Slave  Trade  inter- 
Cored  with  our  own  Abolition.     What  he 
intended  to  propose  was,  that  the  execu- 
tive government  should  be  exhorted  to  take 
such  further  steps  as  might  be  conducive 
to  the  object  of  the  joint  Address  of  the 
other  branches  of  the  legislature.     Unless 
the  American  flag  could,  by  some  means 
or  other,  be  excluded  from  its  large  share 
in  this  abominable  commerce ;  and  unles^ 
the  Spanish  and  Portuguese  govemmenta 
could  be  brought  to  some  concurrent  ar<* 
rangement,  the  trade  must  still  be  carried 
on  to  an  enormous  extent ;  and  it  was  in 
vain  to  talk  even  of  abolishing  it  entirely 
in  our  own  colonics.    Our  largest  island 
was  within  a  day's,  he  should  ra^er  say^ 
a  night's  sail,  of  the  larnst  slave  colony 
of  Spain.    Our  other  old  colonies  lay  in 
the  very  track  both  of  the  Spanish  an^ 
American   slave-ships.     When   the  vast 
pUntations  of  Trinuiad  and  Guiana  werft 
in  such*  want  of  negroes  to  ^lear  their 
waste  lands,  and   were   situated    almost 
within  sight  of  the  Spanish  slave  mar« 
ket,  where  tbe  law  sttil  sanctioned  that 
infernal  traffic,  how  could  it  be  expected 
that  the  British  abolition  should  be  ef- 
fectual? A  gentleman  of  the  profession  to 
which  he  had  the  honour  of  belonging, 
having  lately  returned  from  Berbice  in- 
formed him  of  the  manner  in  which  our 
planters  carried  on  this  contraband  inter- 
course. The  Oroonoko  falls  into  the  sea  be* 
tween  Trinidad  and  Guiana.   The  Spanish 
slave>ships    take    their  station  near   its 
month,  and  our  planters  send  large  boats 
along  the  co^t  to  the  station  of  the  ship% 
from  whence  they  are  supplied  with  car* 
goes  of  sixty  or  seventy  negroes  by  trans^ 
shipment  at  sea,  and  those  cargoes  tliey 
land  on  their  return  in  the  various  crcvki 
of  the  settlements,  so  as  to  elude  the  ut- 
most vigilance  of  the  colonial  officers.  Did 
not  tbis^ingle  fact  evince  the  Aecessity  of 
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fbrming  some  arrangeoient  with  the  Spa-  ' 
iiish  government,  while  the  friendly  re- 
lations between  the  two  goverrlj^ents  sab- 
sisted  ?  The  great  obstacle  wWcli   he  al- 
ways found  opposed  to  such  a  proposition 
was;  What  can  we  do  ?  Those  nations,  it 
Was  pretended,  are  wedded  to  their  own 
prejudices;  they  had  views  of  their  own, 
and  we  cannot  intei-fere.     Of  this  argu- 
roent  he  entertained  very  great  suspicion, 
and  for  one  plain  reason,  that  it  was  on 
ihe  single  subject  of  the  abolition  that  he 
ever  heard  it  used;  it  washere  alone  that  any 
Hvant  of  activity  Was  ever  observed  in  our 
government,  or  that  we  ever  heard  of  our 
want  of  influence  in  the  councils  of  our 
neighbours.     On  all  other  measures,  some 
of  suspicious,  some  of  doubtful  policy^n 
matters   indiOerent,  or  repugnant  to  hu- 
manity-—we  were  ready  enoognto  intrigue, 
to  fight,  to  pay.     It   was  only  when  the 
interests  of    humanity   were   concerned, 
and  ends  the  most  justifiable,  as  well  as  ex- 
pedient, were  in  view,  that  we  not  only  all 
at  once  lost  our  activity  and  influence, 
but  became  quite   forward  in  protesting 
that  we  had  no  power  to  interfere.     From 
one  end  of  Europe  to  the  other  our  weight 
was  felt,  and  in  general  it  was  no  very  po- 
pular thing  to  call  it  in  question.      At  all 
times  we  were  ready  enough  to  use  it,  as 
well  as  to  magnify  it ;  but  on  this  one  oc- 
cxuton  we  became  both  weak  and  diflident, 
and  while  we   refosfd  to  act,  must  needs 
make  a  boast  of  our  inability.  Why,  we 
never  failed  at  all  when  the  object  was  to 
obtain  new  colonies,  and  extend  the  Slave 
Trade ;  then  we  could   both  conquer  and 
treat ;  we  had  force  enough  to  seize  whole 
provinces,  where  the  Slave  Trade  might 
be  planted,  and  skill  enough  to  retain  them 
by  negotiation,   in  order  to  retain  with 
them  the  additional  commerce  in  Slaves, 
which  their  cultivation  required.     It  was 
natural,  therefore,  for  him  to  view  with 
some  suspicion  our  uniform  failure,  when 
the  object  was  to  abolish  or  limit  this  same 
Slave  Trade.     He  suspected  it  might  arise 
from  there  being  some  similarity  between 
our  exertions  in  the  cause  and  those  of 
some  of   its   official    advocates    in    this 
House ;  that  we  had  been  very  sincere,  no 
doubt,  but  rather  cold*— without  a  particle 
of  ill-will  towards  the  abolition,  but  with- 
out onts  spark  of  zeal  in  its  favour.     He 
ufaould  then  answer  the  question  of,  **  What 
*can  we  do  to  stop  the  foreign  Slave  Trade?" 
by  putting  Another  question ;  and  he  would 
Mk,  *'  How  had  we  contrived  to  promote 
••  the  Slave  Trade  when  that  was  our  ob- 


"  ject  ?"    He  would  only  desire  one  tenth 
part  of  the  influence  to  be  exerted   rn    fa- 
vour of  the  abolition,  which  we  had  with 
such  fatal  success  exerted  in  augmenting 
the  Slave  traffic;  when, by  our  campaig^ns 
and  our  treaties,  we  had  acquired  the  do- 
minion of  boundless  regions,  and  then  laid 
waste  the  villages  and  the  fidds  of  Africa, 
that  our  new  forests  might  be   cleared. 
But  if  hq  were  asked-  to  what  objects  oar 
influence  should  be  directed,  he  had   no 
hesitation  in  pointing  them  out :  And  first, 
he  should  say,  the  Spanish  and  Portu- 
guese governments.  Happily  in  those  quar- 
ters where  most  was  to  be  attempted,  our 
influence  was  the  greatest  at  the  present 
moment ;  for  both  countries  we  had  dooe 
much,  and  having  lavished  our  blood   and 
our    treasure    in   defending   them    from 
cruelty,  injustice,  and  every  form  of  or- 
dinary oppression,  it  was  certainly    not 
asking  too  much  to  require  that  they  should 
give  ovei'a  course  of  iniquity  towards  na- 
tions as  innocent  as  they,  and  infinitely 
more  injured  by  them.     Every  thing  fa- 
voured some  arrangement  with  Spain  on 
this  point.     The  only   Spanish   colonics, 
where  the  sugar  cane  was  extensively  culti- 
vated, were  the  Islands,  and  of  these  prin- 
cipally Cuba.  To  that  settlement  the  balk 
of  the  Slave  Trade  was  confined.     On  the 
main   land  there  was  little  demand   for 
Slaves;  about  I4(X)  were  annually  sent  to 
Buenos  Ayres,  500  to  Peru  and  Chili,  and 
only  ](X)  to  Mexico,  while  Cuba  received 
8,000  a  year.  This  then  was  the  only  Spa- 
nish colony  which  could  sufler  materially ; 
and  it  was  reasonable  to  expect  that  the 
Spanish  government  would  not  refuse  this 
inconsiderable  sacrifice.  At  any  rate, some 
arrangement  might  be  made  both  vrith 
Portugal  and  Spain,  to  prevent  their  flags 
from  being  used  for  the  purposes  of  the 
foreign  Slave  Trade.     Adverting  next  to 
the  means  which  we  had  of  inducing  the 
American  government  to  make  some  ar- 
rangement (which  our  limits  compel  as  to 
state  briefly  ;)  he  admitted  that  our  infla- 
ence  in  that  quarter  was  not  so  powerfol ; 
bnt  he  would  throw  out  one  or  two  remarks 
for  the  consideration  of  ministers.    First, 
an  attempt  ought  to  be  made  to  supply  the 
deficiency  of  naval  resources  in  America, 
by  lending  the  assistance  of  our  own ;  and 
he  suggested  the  necessity  of  the  two  go* 
vernments  coming  to  some  understandiog, 
that  the  cruisers  of  each  might  capture 
the  contraband  slave  ships  of  the  other 
country.     From  communications  which  he 
had  held  with  penona  of  high  rank  in  tkf 
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aervice  of  the  United  States,  he  had  reason 
to  think  thai  such  an  arrangement  would 
not  be  greatly  objected  to  in  America. 
An  opening  for  a  proposal  of  this  nature 
was  certainly  afl(^rded  by  the  correspon- 
dence Hhich   had  taken  place  between 
Mr.  Erskine  and  the  American  govemmeht 
relatite  to  the  orders  in  council  and  Non- 
intercourse  laws;  for  an  assurance  was 
there  given,  that  if  a  British  cruiser  cap- 
tured an  American  found  acting  contrary 
to  the  American  municipal  law,  the  go- 
vernment of  the  United  States  would  never 
notice  the  capture  ;  and  though  there  was 
an  objection  to  recognising  by  treaty  the 
Tight  of  capture  on  the  ground  of  the 
Non-Intercoune  law,  it  by  no  means  fol« 
lowed  that  a  similar  recognition  could  not 
be  obtained  in  the  present  instance.    The 
right  thus  given  must  no  doubt  be  mutual, 
but  so  was  every  right  which  this  eountry 
claimed  under  the  law  of  nations ;  and  it 
ahould  be  remembered,  that  the  two  par- 
ties were  very  differently  aftected  by  it ; 
for  while  the  Americans  could  scarcely 
search  or  detain  half  a  doien  of  our  slave- 
ressets  in  a  year,  we  should  be  enabled  to 
slop  hundreds  of  theirs.    The  advantage 
of  such  an  arrangement  to  our  own  plan* 
ters  would  also  be  great :  for  if  rival  fo- 
reigners carry  on  the  blave  Trade,  while 
it  is  prohibited  in  our  settlements,  our  plan- 
ters are,  for  a  certain  time  at  least,  liable 
to  be  undersold  in  the  sugar  market,  and 
subjected  to  a  temporary  pressure.— Ano- 
ther circumstance  with  regard  to  Ameri- 
can ships  he  threw  out  for  the  consider- 
ation of  merchants  and  cruisers.    It  ap- 
peared to  him,  that  even  without  any  such 
arrangement  between  the  two   govern- 
ments, the  eteeriment  of  capturing  Ame- 
rican slave  ships  might  safely  be  made. 
He  had  every  reason  to  believe  that  no 
reclamation  whatever  would  be  made  by 
the  American  government  if  such  vessels 
were  detained,  however  great  their  num* 
hers  might  be.  A  claim  might  no  doubt  be 
entered  by  indiridual  owners,  when  the 
vessels  were  brought  in  for  condemnation, 
and  the  courts  of  prize  had   been  in  the 
practice  of  saying  that  they  could  not  take 
notice  of  the  municipal  laws  of  other 
countries.     But,  besides  the  great  risk  to 
which  American  owners  exposed  them- 
selves by  making  such  claims  (the  ri^k  of 
tlie  penalties  which  they  thereby  proved 
themselves  to    have  incurred  under  the 
Abolition  acts  of  America),  it  wasto  beot>- 
served  that  the  courts  required  a  proofof  pro- 
perty in  the  claimants;  and  he  wished  to 


;iee  whether  courts  sitting  and  judging  by 
the  law  of  nations  were  prepared  to  ad« 
mit  of  a  property  in  human  flesh  ^.     He 


*  This  opinion  has  since  been  fully* 
confirmed  by  the  decision  of  the  lords  of 
prize  appeal  in  the  case  of  the  Amedie, 
as  appears  by  the  following 

Report  of  the  Judgment  of  the  Lords 
Commissioners  of  Prize  Appeals,  iit 
the  Privy  Council,  Saturday,  July  29, 
]8I0« 

Case  of  the  Amedie  ;     James  Johnson^ 

Master. 

This  was  a  vessel  under  American  co- 
lours, with  slaves  from  Africa,  captured, 
in  December,  1807,  in  the  West  Indies, 
and  carried  into  Tortola.  The  claimant 
pretended  that  she  was  bound  to  Charles- 
town,  South  Carolina,  where  the  importa- 
tiop  of  slaves  conthiaed  to  be  lawful  to  the 
end  of  that  year ;  but  that  having  been 
detained  on  the  coast,  and  there  being  no 
prospect  of  reaching  Charlestown  before 
the  1st  of  January  1806,  the  period  ap. 
pointed  for  the  cessation  of  the  slave  trade 
in  every  part  of  the  United  States,  by  a 
law  of  the  general  congress,  the  master  of 
necessity  bore  away  for  the  island  of  Cuba, 
there  to  wait  directions  from  his  owners.— 
It  was  contended,  on  the  other  hand,  bjr 
the  captor  that  this  statement  was  a  mere- 
pretence,  and  that,  in  truth,  the. original 
plan  of  the  voyage  was  a  destination  to 
Cuba,  which  was  unlawful  under  the  Ame-^ 
rican  laws,  long  previous  to  their  general 
abolition  of  the  slave  trade.— Admitting^ 
however,  the  case  to  be  so,  it  was  st^enu* 
ouslv  contended  for  the  claimant,  that  a 
British  court  of  prize  had  no  right  to  take 
any  cognizance  of  American  municipal 
law,  and  that,  as  no  belligerent  right  of 
this  country  had  been  violated,  the  pro^ 
perty  ought  to  be  restored  to  the  neutral 
owner.  A  series  of  precedents  seemed  to 
support  this  doctrine.— The  ship  was  con- 
demned at  Tortola,  and  the  enslaved  Afri- 
cans were,  according  to  our  abolition  act, 
restored  to  their  freedom  ;  but- the  claim- 
ant appealed,  and  the  liberty  of  the  Afri- 
cans, as  well  as  the  property  of  the  ship, 
depeiided  on  the  issue  of  this  appeal^^i* 
The  case  was  solemnly  argued  in  March 
last,  snd  as,  in  the  opinion  of  the  court,  it 
tunied  on  the  new  question  of  the  effect 
of  the  American  and  British  abolition  acts 
on  this  species  of  contraband  commerce, 
when  brought  before  a  court  of  prize,  the 
case,  on  account  of  its  importance,  has 
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wished  to  kfiow  in  what  part  4>fdia^  law^ 
tny  such  priociple  was  rec^^goiied.  He 
desired  to  be  informed  where  the  deoUion 
or  where  the  dictum  was  which  allowed 
a  person  to  bring  forward  a  claim  in  a 
court  of  the  law  of  nations,  for  the  bodies 
of  hiun;Mi  beings  forcibly  and  fradulently 
obtained^  or  at  all  events  carried  aivay 
from  Iheir  homes  against  their  will«  and 
by  violence  con(iaed>  and  compelled  to 
labour  and  to  suffer  ?  What  he  was  anxious 
to  see  was,  how  such  a  claim  could  be 
stated  with  common  decency  in  such 
oourts :  he  had  no  great  fears  as  to  the  re- 
ception it  would  meet  with  :  it  was  repug- 
nant to  the  whole  law^of  nature,  and  amy 
IsnowledgiL'  of  the  law  of  nations  which  he 
posse^fied  alForded  hicn  no  authority  for  it. 
He  earnestly  hoped  some  persons  con- 
nected with  privateei's  and  croiscrs  might 
soon  try  the  question.  Tiiey  could  run 
no  risk,  he  ventured  to  assert  on  his  ojjn 
authority ;  and  still  more  confidently  on 
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Since  stood  over  for  judgment.  Several 
ether  cases  of  American  slave-ships  have 
also  stood  over,  as  depending  on  the«aine 
general  question.— The  Judgment  of  the 
court  was  delivered  by  sir  William  Grant, 
the  master  of  the  rolls,  nearly  in  the  ibl* 
lowing  teniu:^''  This  ship  must  be  con- 
«« ndered  as  being  employed  at  the  time 
M  of  capture  in  carrying  slaves  from  the 
«'  coast  of  Africa  to  a  Spanish  oolony .  We 
"  think  that  this  was  evidently  the  original 
*f  plan  and  purpose  of  the  voyage,  «ot- 
«'  withstanding  the  pretence  set  up  lo  veil 
'/  the  true  inienkioB.  The  claimant,  how* 
•*  ever,  who  is  an  American,  complaios  of 
^'  the  capture,  and  demands  from  us  the 
^  reBtitulioA  of  property,  of  which  he  al- 
<'  tegee  that  he  lias  been  unjustly  dispos- 
*f  sessed.  In  all  the  former  cases  of  thb 
^  kind,  which  have  come  before  this  oourt, 
''  the  slave  trade  was  liable  to  considera- 
**  tions  very  different  Irom  those  which  be- 
^  long  to  it  BOW;  It  had  at  that  time  been 
^^  piohibiled  (as  far  as  respected  carrying 
«'  slaves  to  the  colonies  of  foreign  nations) 
^  by  Ame.ica,but  by  our  own  laws  it  was 
«'  aiill  allowed.  It  appeared  to  us,  there- 
«<  fore,  difficult  to  consider  the  prohibitory 
•<  law  of  America  isi  any  other  light  than 
*'  as  one  of  those  municipal  ragulatioos  of 
^  a  foreign  state,  of  wbich  this  court  coold 
**  not  take  any  cognizance.  Bot  by  the 
**  alteration  which  has  since  taken  place 
^  the  <|uestion  stands  on  different  grounds, 
^  and  IS  open  lo  the  applicatioii  of  very 
ff  diffbcaot  principles.    The  slave  trade  baa  ] 


that  of  professional  firieAdswhoihPtuaiited 
the  prize  courts,  that  no  risk  whaleTer  of 
being  condemned  in  costs  could  poaaibly 
be  incurred,  even  if  the  vesaela  were  ce« 
stored.  Without  any  risk,  much  good 
mi^ht  thus  be  done  ;  and  he  should  feci 
^tislied  that  he  had  more  than  anaoonced 
the  ends  he  had  in  view  whan  be  beoaa 
this  discussion,  if  he  could  persuade  bun* 
self  that  what  he  now  said  might  le^d  any 
one  to  make  this  important  trial. 

Having  hitherto  only  spoken  of  ibe 
foreign  slave  (rade,  it  was  witb  great 
mortification  that  he  now  felt  hinaseli 
obliged  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Hooso 
to  the  evasioiui  of  the  abolition  acts  in  thi» 
country.  For  accompli sluug  this  detes- 
table purpose,  all  ih^  various  expedients 
bad  been  adopted  which  the  perversa  in- 
genuity of  unprincipled  avarice  cx>old 
suggest.  Vessels  were  fitted  out  at  Liver- 
pool, ai  if  for  the  innocent  comnaerce 
with  Airica.     The  ahips  and  even    the 
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since  been  totally  abolished  in  this  coun- 
try, and  our  legislature  has  pronounced 
it  to  be  contrary  to  the  principles  of 
justice  and  humanity.      Whatever   wo 
might  think  as  individuals  before,  we 
could  not,  sitting  as  judges  in  a  British 
court  of  justice,  regard  the  trade  in  that 
light,  while  our  own  laws  permitted  iu 
Bttt  we  can  now  assert,  that  this  trade 
cannot,  abstractedly  speaking,  have  a 
legitimate  existence. — When  I  say  ab- 
stractedly speaking,  I  mean  that  this 
country  has  no  right  to  control  any  lb- 
reign  legislature  that  may  think  nt  to 
dissent  from  this  doctrine,  and  to  permit 
to   its  own  subjects  the  prosecution  of 
this  trade  ;   but  we  have  now  a  right  lo 
affirm,  thatpriwoyiicte  the  trade  is  illegal, 
and  thus  to  throw  on  claimaaU  the  bor* 
den  of  proof  that  in  reapect  of  tbem,  by 
the  authority  of  their  own  lawa,  it  m 
otherwise.    As  the  case  now  stands,  we 
think  we  are  entitled  to  say,  that  a 
claiinaot  can  have  no  right  upon  prin* 
ciples  of  eniversal  law,  to  claim  the  re« 
stiuition  in  a  prize  court,  of  human  be* 
inga  carried  as  his  slaves.      He  must 
show  some  rigfat  that  has  been  violated 
by  the  capture,  some  property  of  wbich 
be  has  been  diapossessed,  and  to  which 
he  ought  to  be  restored.    In  this  case, 
the  laws  of  the  daimant's  country  allow 
of  no  riftht  of  property  such  as  he 
claims.    There  can  therefore  be  no  right 
to  restitution.    The  oonsecineece  is,  that 
the  judgment  nuatbe  affirmad/' 
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<Hirgoe<^ were,  forthe Aiost  part,  the  iame 
Bs  ihofe  used  iit  the  trade  of  gold-dust, 
|(rainf,  and  irory.    The  goods  pecatiarly 
used  in  the  tiare  trade  were  carefully 
concealed,  so  as  to  elude  the  reach  of  the 
port  officers.    The  platforms  and  bulk- 
heads  which    dratinguished  slave   ships 
were  not  fitted  and  fixed  until  the  vessel 
got  to  sea,  and  cleared  the  channel,  irhen 
the  carpenters  set  to  work  and  adapted 
her  for  the  reception  of  slaves.   For  better 
.concealment,  some  of  the  sailors,  and  not 
unfrequentiv  the  master  himself,  was  Por- 
tuguese.   But   it  was  remarkable,  that, 
lurking  in  some  dark  corner  of  the  ship, 
was  almost  always  to  be  found  a  hoary 
ilave    trader;— an  •  experienced    captain, 
who,  having  been  trained  up  in  the  slave 
business,  from  his  early  years,  now  accom- 
panied the  vessel  asakiml  ofsnpercargo,and 
helped  her,  by  his  wiles,  both  to  escape  de- 
tection and  to  push  her  iniquitous  adven- 
tures. This  ivasnot  a  fanciful  description ; 
he  held  in  his  hand  the  record  of  a  court  of 
justice,  which  threw  so  much  light  on  the 
subject,  that  he  had  moved,  on  a  former 
night,  to  have  it  laid  on  the  table.     It  ap* 
peared  from  thence,  that,  but  a  few  months 
ago,  in  the  very  river  which  washed  the 
walls  of  that  House,  not  two  miles  from 
the  spot  where  they  now  state,  persons 
daring  to  call  themselves  English  mer- 
chants—(Hear  !   hear  !)    had    been    I'ic- 
lected  in  the  act  of  fitting  out  a  vessel  of 
great  bulk  for  the  purpose  of  tearing  seven 
or  eight  hundred  wretched  beings  from 
Afirica,  aond  carrying  them   through  the 
unspeakable  horrors  of  the  middle  passage 
to  endless  bondage  and  misery,   and  toil 
which  knows  no  Hmits,  nor  is  broken  by 
any  rest,  in  the  sands  and  swamps  ofBrazil. 
(Hear!  hear  !]    This  detection  had  been 
made    by  the  zeal  and  knowledge  of  a 
friend  of  hrs(Mr.  Macau  1  ay  )iWhoVas  only 
enabled  to  pursue  so  difflcult  an  investi* 
gation  by  that  perfect  acquaintance  tvith 
the  subject,  which  he  had  acquired  by  his 
residence  in  Africa  as  governor  of  Sierra 
Leone,  and  by  having  even  submitted  to 
the  pain  of  a  slave  voyage,  for  the  purpose 
of  better  learning  the  nature  of  the  traffic. 
Mr.  Brougham  here  read  several  extracts 
from  the  record  of  condemnation  of  the 
(^omercio  dc  Rio^  m  the  Court  of  Exclie- 
quer  last  Hilary  term.    It  appeared,  that 
besidea  an  enormous  stock  of  provisions, 
water-casks,    mess- kits,  &c.    there  were 
Ibund  on  board  35  dozen  of  padlocks,  95 

Eir  of  hand-cufis,  197  tronshtckles  for 
t  fceti  13  cwt.  5  qrs.  of  iroii  cfaahn — 


(Hear!  hear!)— 4)ne  box  of  religious  im*' 
ptements  ;  antf,  that  the  bodily  as  ^eM  Ai 
the  spiritual  health  of  this  hum^n  cargo 
might  not  be  neglected,  the  slave  mer- 
chants, out  of  their  rare  humanity — which 
one  must  really  have  known  a  good  deal 
of  the  sort  of  character,  easily  to  believe 
— ^ailowed,  for  the  medical  wants  of  800 
negroes,    of  all   ages,    cranimed  into  a 
loathsome  cage,  and  carried  through  new 
and  perilous  climates  during  a  voyage  of 
weeks,  or  even   months,  one  little   medi- 
cine-chest,   value    !)L — (Hear!     hear!) 
This  was  not  the  only  instance  of  the  kind; 
not  even  the  latest  one,  he  grieved  to  say; 
recent  though  it  was.    He  had  mentionecT 
on  a  former  night,  that  at  one  port  of  this 
country,  six  vessels  had  only  just  been 
fitted  out,    by  a  Smifar  course  of  base 
frauds,  for  the  same  trade,  or  ratlher  let 
him  call  ii,  the  same  series  of  detestable 
crimes. — (Hear!  hear!)  It  was  now  three 
years  since   that  abominable  traflic   had 
ceased  to  be  sanctioned  by  the  law  of  the 
land ;    and,  he  thanked   God,  he  might 
therefore  now  indulge  in  expressing  feel- 
ings  towards  it,  which  delicacy  rather  to 
the  law,  than  the  traffic,  might,  before 
that  period,  have  rendered  it  proper  to 
suppress.     Afler  a  long  and  most  unac- 
countable silence  of  the  law  on  this  head, 
which  seemed  to  protect,  by  permitting^ 
or  at  least  by  nut  prohibiting,  the  traffic^ 
it  had  now  spoken  out,  and  the  veil  which 
it  had  appeared  to  interpose  being  now 
withdrawn,  it  was  Otto  let  our  indignation 
fall  on  those  who  still  dared  to  trade  in 
human  flesh,  not  merely  for  the  frauds 
of  common  smugglers,  but  fur  engaging  iii 
crimes  of  the  deepest   die ;   in  crimed 
always  most  iniquitous,  event  when  not 
illegal ;  but  which  now  were  as  contrary 
to  law  as  they   had  ever  becd  to  honesty 
and  justice.     He    must   protest    loudly 
against  the  abuse  of  language,  which  al* 
lowed  such  men  to  call  themselves  traders 
or  merchants.    It  was  not  commerce,  but 
crinoe,  that  they  were  driving.    He  too 
well  knew,  and  too  highly  respected,  that 
roost  honourable  and  useful  pursuit,  that 
commerce  whose  province  it  was  to  hu- 
manize and  pacify  the  world — so  alien  In 
its  nature  to  violence  and  fraud — so  formed 
to  flourish  in  peace  and  in  honesty«-S6  in- 
separably connected  with  freedom,  and 
good  will,  and  fair  dealing,  he  deemed 
too  highly  of  it  to  endure  that  its  name 
should,  by  a  strange  perversion,  be  pros- 
tituted to  the  use  of  men  who  lived  by 
treachery,  rapine,  torture,  and  murder  f 
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and  were  habitoally  practising  the  wont 
of  crimes  for  the  basest  of  purposes.— 
(Hear!  hear!)  When  he  ^aid  iQurder» 
he  spoke  literally  and  advisedly.  He 
meant  to  use  no  figurative  phrase  :  and 
he  knew  he  was  guilty  of  no  exaggeration. 
He  was  speaking  of  the  worst  form  of  that 
crime.  For  ordinary  murders,  there  uight 
even  be  some  excuse.  Revenge  might 
have  arisen  from  the  excess  ot  feelings 
honourable  in  themselves.  A  murder  of 
hatred,  or  cruelty,  or  mere  blood-thirsti- 
ne3s,  could  only  be  imputed  to  a  depri- 
vation of  reason.  Biit  here  we  had  to  do 
with  cool,  deliberate,  mercenary  murder ; 
— ^nay,  worse  than  this  ;  for  the  ruffians 
who  went  on  the  highway,  or  the  pirates 
who  infested  the  seas,  at  least  exposed 
their  persons,  and,  by  their  courage, 
threw  a  kind  of  false  glare  over  iheir 
crimes.  But  these  wretches  durst  not  do 
this ;  they  employed  others  as  base 
as  themselves,  only  that  they  were 
less  cowardly  ;  they  set  on  men  to  rob 
and  kill,  in  whose  spoils  they  were  wiU 
ling  to  share,  though  not  in  their  dangers. 
— (Hear!  hear!)  Traders,  or  merchants, 
did  they  presume  to  call  themselves!  and 
in  cities  like  London  and  Liverpool,  the 
very  creations  of  honest  trade  ?  He  would 
give  them  the  risht  name,  at  length,  and 
call  them  cowardly  suborners  of  piracy  and 
mercenary  murder ! — (Hear!  hear!  hear!) 
Seeing  this  determination,  on  the  part  of 
these  infamous  persons,  to  elude  the  abo- 
lition act,  it  was  natural  lor  him  to  ask, 
before  he  concluded,  whether  any  means 
could  be  devised  for  its  more  effectual 
execution.  He  suggested  the  propriety  of 
obtainuig,  from  the  Portuguese  govern- 
ment, either  in  perpetuity,  or  for  a  term 
of  years,  the  Island  of  Bissao,  situated  on 
the  African  Coast,  and  the  only  foreign 
settlement  in  that  quarter  where  our  com- 
merce chiefly  lay.  This  cession  would 
leave  us  a  coast  ofci(K)  miles  extent,  whc»lly 
uninterrupted,  'and  greatly  facilitating  ihe 
destruction  of  the  slave  traffic  in  that  part 
of  Africa.  Next  he  remarked,  that  the 
number  of  cruizers  employed  on  the 
African  coast  was  too  scanty.  It  was 
thither,  and  not  to  America,  that  vessels 
intended  to  detect  slave  traders,  should  be 
sent:  because  a  slave-ship  must  remain 
for  some  weeks  on  the  coast  to  get  in  her 
cargo  ;  whereas  she  could  run  into  her 
port  of  destination  in  the  West  Indies  in  a 
night,  and  thus  escape  detection ;  yet,  to 
watch  a  coast  so  extensive  as  the  African, 
wre  had  never  above  two«  and  now  only 


one,  cruiser.  He  recommended,  thai  the 
ships  thus  employed  should  be  of  a  light 
construction  and  small  draught  of  water, 
that  they  might  cross  the  bars  of  Ihe  bar* 
hours,  in  order  to  follow  the  slave>ships 
into  the  shallows  and  creeks,  and  up  the 
mouths  of  rivers;  and  also  that  they  should 
be  well  manned,  and  provided  with  hoats, 
fur  the  same  purpose.  It  would  be  impos* 
sible  to  employ  six  or  sevea  light  ships 
better  than  on  such  a  service.  It  was 
even  more  economical  to  employ  a  suiii* 
cient  number;  the  occasion  for  them 
would,  by  this  means,  speedily  cease. 
Once  root  out  the  trade,  and  there  was 
little  fear  of  its  again  springing  up.  The 
industry  and  capital  required  by  it  would 
find  other  vents.  The  labour  and  iiige<* 
nuity  of  the  persons  engaged  in  it  would 
seek  the  diflerent  channels  which  would 
continue  open.  Some  of  them  would  na* 
turallv  go  on  the  highway ;  while  others 
would  betake  themselves  to  piracy,  and 
th6  law  might,  in  due  time,  dispose  of 
them.-:-(Hear !  hear!) 

But  he  should  not  do  justice  either  to 
his  own  sentiments,  or  to  the  great  cause 
which  he  was  maintaining,  were  he  to  stop 
here.     All  the  measures  he  had  mentioned 
were  mere  expedients^-mere  makeshifts 
and  palliatives,  compared  with  the  real  and 
effectual  remedy  for  this  grand  evil,  which 
he  had  no  hesitation  in  saying  it  was  aow 
foil  time  to  apply.     He  should,  indeed, 
have  been  inclined  to  call  the  idea  of  stop- 
ping such  a  traffic  by  pecuniary  pei\^lties, 
an  absurdity  and  inconsistency,  had  it  not 
been  adopted  by  parliament,  and  were  he 
not  also  persuaded,  that  in  such  cases  it  l^ 
necessary  to  go  on  by  steps,  and  often  to  do 
what  we  can,  rather  than  attempt  what  we 
wish.    Nevertheless,  he  roust  say,  after  the 
trial  that  has  been  given  to  the  abolition 
law,  he  was  now  prepared  to  go  much 
further,  and  .to  declare  that  the  Slave 
trade  should  at  once  be  made  felony. — 
(Hear!  hearT  hear!)  When  he  considered 
how  easily  laws  were  passed,  declaring 
those   acts  even  capital  oQences,  which 
had  heretofore  been  either  permitted,  or 
slightly  punished ;  when  scarce  a  session 
ended  without  some  such  extension  of  the 
criminal  code;  when  even  capital  ofiences 
were  among  the  most  numerous  progenies 
of  our  legislative   labours;  when  he  saw 
that  difficulty  experienctd  by  an  hon.  and 
learned  frii-nd  of  liia  (*iir  S.   Romiliy)  in 
doing  away  the  capital  part  of  the  ofitfiice 
of  stealing  five  shillings :  when  it  was  re* 
membered  that  lord  J^eaborough,  by  one 
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act  (and  he  booonred  him  for  it),  bad 
created  somewhere  aboQt  a  dozen  capital 
felonies ;  when,  in  short,  so  many  com- 
paratively trivial  offences  were  so  severely 
visited,  couid  one,  whp  knew  what  Slave' 
Trading  meant,  hesitate  in  admitting  that 
it  ought  at  length  to  be  punished  as  a 
crime?'  Adverting,  again,  to  the  record 
before  mentioned,  he  found  that  the  vessel, 
ready  fitted  out  for  the  slave  .coast,  had 
sold  for  about  11,000/.   including  guns, 
tackle,  cargo,  and  all ;  but  making  allow- 
ance for  seamen's  wages,  wear,  and  tear, 
&c.  he  calculated  the .  whole  expense  of 
carrying  SOO  slaves  over  to  America,  at 
20,000/.  and  as  they  would  sell  for  100/. 
a-head,  the  net  profits  iirould  be   near 
60,000/.    Was  this  to  be  stopped  by  a 
pecuniary  penalty?  If  one  such  specula- 
tion, in  four  or  five,  succeeded,  they  were 
safe :  there  was  even  a  temptation  to  en- 
gage in  many  speculations,  because  the 
adventurer  thus  insured  against  the  risk  of 
capture,  and  became  his  own  underwriter 
against  the  chance  of  detection,  which  he 
could  in  no  other  way  insure  against.     If 
an  inhuman  being  of  this  class  fitted  out 
ten  or  twelve  such  ships,  and  escaped  with 
three  or  four,  his  vile  profits  were  enor- 
mous; but  it  should  be  recollected,  that 
all  his  vessels,  those  which  escaped  as  well 
as  those  which  were  taken,  spread  devasta- 
tion over  the  African  continent;  and  even 
a  single  cargo  was  the  utter  ruin  of  whole 
villages.    1^  this  cosew  more  than  to  any 
other  that  could  be  fancied,  pecuniary 
checks  were    peculiarly   inapplicable. — 
While  you  levied  your  pence,  the  whole- 
sale dealers  in  blood  ana  torture  pocketed 
their  pounds,  and  laughed  at  your  two- 
penny penalty.     He  next  adverted  to  the 
10th  ot  Geo.  2,  for  regulating  watermen 
between  Gravesend  and  Chelsea.    If  a 
person  of  this  description  carried  above  a 
certain  number  of  persons  although  no 
accident  happened,  he  forfeited  the  use  of 
the  river ;  and  if  by  accident  any  one  was 
drowned,  the  boatman  who  had  so  over- 
loaded was  transported  for  seven  years  as 
a  felon.     How  did  we  treat  those  who  over- 
loaded their  vessels  with  miserable  negroes, 
•0  as  knowingly  and  wilfully  to  ensure  the 
death  of  many,  and  the  torments  of  all  ? 
W^by,  the  Slave  carrying  bill,  which  is 
somewhat  similar  tp  the  statute  of  George 
2,  in  its  object,  did  not  eyen  deprive  such 
oOenders  of  the  use  of  the  sea,  which  they 
had  so  perverted  and  polluted  by  their 
crimes;  far  less  did  it  transport  for  seven 
years,  even  where  the  deathi  of  hundreds 
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on  board  of  such  .vessels  happened  not  by 
accident,  but  as  a  necessary  consequence 
of  the  overloading.  He  made  no  reflect 
tion  on  the  statute  of  George  2,  but  its 
provisions  appeared  somewnat  more  ap- 
plicable to  the  slave-trader,  than  the  boat- 
man.  What  had  the  divine  legislator  said 
on  this  subject  ?  There  was  a  most  false 
and  unfounded  notion,  that  the  sacred, 
writings  were  silent  upon  it;  he  should, 
prove  the  contrary.  *'  Whosoever'*  (says 
"  the  Scripture)  stealeth  a  man,  and  selleth 
him,  or  in  whose  hands  he  shall  be  ibund,. 
shall  surely  be  put  to  death."  And  what, 
was  our  gloss  or  application  on  this  divine 
text  ?  **  Whosoever'f  (says  the  Engl  >sh  law) 
"  stealeth  a  man,  and  tortureth  him,  and 
killeth  him,  or  selleth  him  into  slavery 'for 
all  the  days  of  his  life,  shall  surely — pay 
twenty  pounds  1"  (Hear !  hear  I) — He 
trusted  that  this  grievous  incongruity, 
would  at  length  be  done  away;  and 
pledged  himself  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  that' 
eifect  early  in  the  ensuing  ses.sion ;  but 
he  earnestly  hoped,  that  in  the  mean  time 
the  House  would  leave  nothing  unattempt- 
ed  which  might  tend  to  diminish  the  great 
evils  complained  of,  and  give  effect  to  one 
of  the  most  holy  ofour  laws.  He  moved, 
"  That  an  humble  Address  be  presented  to. 
his  Majesty,  representing  to  nis  Majesty, 
that  this  House  has  taken  into  its  serious  * 
consideration  the  papers  which  his  Ma« 
jesty  was  graciously  pleased  to  cause  to 
be  laid  before  this  House  upon  the  sub-* 
ject  of  the  African  Slave-  Trade.-*That 
while  this  House  acknowledges  with  grati- 
tude the  endeavours  which  his .  Majesty 
has  been  pleased  to  use,  in  compliance 
with  the  wishes  of  parliament,  to  induce 
foreign  nations  to  concur  in  relinquishing 
that  disgraceful  commerce,  this  House  hat 
to  express  its  deep  regret  that  those  efforts 
have  been  attended  with  so  little  success. 
— ^That  this  House  does  most  earnestly 
beseech  his  Majestjr  to  persevere  in  thosd 
measures  which  may  tend  to  induce  his 
allies,  and  such  other  foreign  states  as  he 
may  be  able  to  negociate  with,  to  co* 
operate  with  this  country  in  a  general 
Abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade,  and  to  concur 
in  the  adoption  of  such  measures  as  may 
assist  in  the  effectu^il  execution  of  the  laws 
already  passed  for  that  purpose. — That 
this  Hou^  has  learnt  with  the  greatest 
surprise  and  indignation,  that  certain  per- 
sons in  this  country  have  not  scrupled  to 
continue  in  a  clandestine  and  fraudulent 
manner  the  detestable  traffic  in  slaves.— 
And  that  this  House  does  most  humbly 
2X 
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priiy  WftMajeatythathe  willbc  graciQUsTy 
pleased  to  caute  to  be  given  to  the  com- 
jiianders  of  his  MajcHty's  sfiips  and  vessels 
df  war,  the  officers  of  his  Majesty's  cus- 
tiims,  and  the  other  persons-  in  his  Ma- 
jesty's service,  whose  situation  enables 
them  to  detect  and  suppress  these  abases, 
such  orders  as  may  effectually  check  prac- 
tices equally  contenriptapus  to  the  autho- 
rity of  .parliament,  and  derogatory  to  the 
ititerests  and  the  honour  of  the  country.'' 
'  The  Chancelhr  qf  the  Exchequer  highly 
vapproved  of  the  leading  sentiments  of  the 
speech  of  the  hon.  and -learned  gent,  and 
added,  that  it  was  with  no  view  of  oppos- 
ing him  in  any  respect  that  he  had  now 
risen,' nor  was  he  disposed  to  weaken  the 
impression  of  his  speech,  by  going  over 
the  same  grounds.  He  concurred  with 
IHm  as  to  the  expediency  and  propriety  of 
the  object  he  had  in  view,  and  expressed 
himself  most  anxious  to  embrace  every 
rational  means  to  carry  into  full  effect  the 
provisions  of  the  Abolition  act — a  measure 
which  always  bad  and  ever  would  have 
his  sincere  and  zealous  support.  There 
was,  however,  one  passage  in  the  Address 
proposed  by  the  hon.  and  learned  gent,  of 
which  he  could  not  so-  entirely  approve, 
as  he  did  of  all  the  rest.  *  The  passage  to 
which  he  alluded  was  that  which  went  to 
](^1edge  the  House' to  the  adoption  of  some 
measure  next  sessions.  The  very  dif- 
ferent views  different  men,  who  agreed  as 
fo  the  object,  might  take  as  to  the  efficacy 
or  propriety  of  the  means  pro{)osed,  make 
it  desirable  not  to  pledge  the  House  to  a 
specific  plan;  and  though  this  was  hot 
proposed,  but  only  a  general  engagement 
to  adopt  some  measure  on  the  subject,  it 
seemed  to  him  not  a  case  in  which  it 
would  be  quite  regular  in  point  of  form  to 
insert  even  that  general  engagement  in  an 
Address  from  the  House  to  his  Majesty. 
He  should  therefore  suggest  to  the  learn- 
ed gent,  the  propriety  of  altering  the  pas- 
sage; and  the  Address,  if  amended  in  that 
point,  should  have  his  most  hearty  sup- 
port. He  concurred  in  hoping  that  some- 
thing might  be  done  towards  promoting 
the  abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade  in  the 
foreign  countries  which  are  still  friendly; 
and  though  he  was  aware  that  the  dim- 
culties^  which  lay  in  the  way  of  such  an 
attempt  were  greater  than  the  hon.  gent, 
allowed,  he  rejoiced  in  being  able  to 
state,  that  the  treaty  just  concluded  would 
prove  that  some  progress  had  already 
been  made  in  obtaining  the  co-operation 
of  the  Portuguese  goyeniment.     He  re- 
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peated  ^e  expression  of  his  wish  to  see 
the  abolition  carried  completely  into  ef- 
fect, and  joined  in  those  terms  of  reproba- 
tion with  which  the  conduct  of  the  per- 
sons who  still  presumed  to  violate  that 
law  had  so  properly  been  branded. 

yic,  Marryatt  said,  that  in  his  opinion 
we  were  still  assisting  the  Slave  Trade,  by 
our  convoying  its  produce,  and  finding  a 
market  for  it  in  other  countries.      We 
had  in  the  beginning  abolished  it  on  the 
grounds  of  justice  and  humanity ;  but  we 
had  afterwards  admitted  policy  into   the 
calculation,  and  it  was  much  to  be  feared 
our  policy  made  us  swerve  from  oar  pnrer 
motives.     The  inhumanity  of  this  trade 
was  generally  allowed.    He  would  ask,  if 
it  was  80  bad,  why  we  should  not  treat 
those  whom  we  found  etrgaged  in  it  a^ 
pirates  ?    When  we  met  pirates  on   the 
high  seas,  we  never  inquired    to    what 
country  they  belonged  ;    we  knew  they 
were  the  common  enemies  of  all,  and  we 
treated  them  accordingly.    Why  should 
we  use  the  enemies  of  bum^mity  more 
mercifully  ?  But  we  bowed  to  policy,  and 
we  of  course  defeated  justice.    Snch  was 
the  universal  fate  of  all  temporizing  sys- 
tems.   We  ought  to  adopt  not  a  nominal 
but  an  effectual  abolition  of  this  abomi- 
nable traffic.    He  alluded  more  particu- 
larly to  the  Spanish  Sfave  Traders,  who 
carried  on  a  traffic,  enormous  in  Extent, 
and   in  its  effects  ruinous  to  the  British 
cblonies.      We  should   tell  those  Slave 
Traders  who  come  to  ask  our  assistance, 
that  we  would  not  fight  for  liberty  with 
one  hand,  and  for  slavery  with  the  other; 
and  that  if  they  wished  to  be  rescued 
from  the  thraldom  of  their  enemies,  they 
must  not  act  the  tyrant  to  those  wtlhin 
their  power.     In  truth,  as  some  had  for- 
merly predicted,  th6  Slave  IVade  was  not 
destroyed,  it  bad  only  changed  hands. 
Trinidad  no  longer  obtained  the  negroes 
so  necessary  for  its  cultivation  Tand  here 
the  hon.  member  stated  the  claims  of  the 
purchasers  of  new  lands  in  Trinidad  to  a 
compensation   or  indemnity  for  the  want 
of  hands  arising  from   the  Abolition); 
but  the  same  number  of  negroes,  he  con- 
tinued, were  exported  from  Africa ;  only, 
they  went  to^the  Spanish  colonies  instead 
of  our  own.     He  appealed  to  the  British 
parliament  on  the  part  of  our  own  planters, 
and  trusted  that  efiectual  steps  would  yet 
be  taken  for    remedying  so  serious  an 
evil.      While  we  carried    oor  Abolition 
Act  into  execution,  we  should  endeavour 
to  extend  il  to  our  neighbours,  and  ht 
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should  certainly  support  the  Address,  a$ 
having,  such  a  tendency. 

Mr.  IV,  i>miih  heartily  concurred  in  the 
Address,  and  in  all  the  lientiawnts  of  bis 
hoD.  friend  who  moved  it.  lie  thought  it 
highly  honourable  to  the  House,  and  he 
fctlt  it  peculiarly  cheering  to  the  friends 
of  the  Abolition,  that  so  general  an  ex* 
pression  of  concurrence  was  manifested  in 
every  invective  which  bad  been  bestowed 
OQ  the  Slave  Trade,  and  upon  those  great 
criminals,  who,  under  the  false  name  of 
merchants,  dared  to  persist  in  those  vi- 
cious practices.  lie  thought  the  co-ope- 
ration of  other  states  might  hav«  been 
obtained  in  a  greater  degree,  and  parti* 
cularly  of  Portugal  and  Spain. 

Mr.   Stephen  said,    that  he  was  glad, 
though  not  at  all  surprised,   to  perceive 
that  there  was  likely  to  be  no  substan- 
tial diflerence  of  opinion  in  the  House  on 
this  interesting  question.     He  neverthe- 
less felt  that  it  was  right  in  him  to  offer  a 
few  remarks  on  some  topics  that  had  been 
introduced  into  the  debate,  especially  as 
an  hon.  friend  and  near  connection  of  his 
own  (Mr.  Wilberforce)  was  unavoidably 
absent  from  indisposition.     The  opinions 
of  that  gentleman  would  always  beheld 
of  the  first  importance  in  questions  rela- 
tive to  the  Slave  Trade,  and  they  were,  on 
the  subjects  to  which  be  should  advert,  so 
exactly  coincident  with  his  own,  that,  in 
delivering  his  own  sentiments,  be  might 
fairly  desire  to  be  considered  as  speakine 
at  the  same  time  those  of  his  absent  friend. 
—He  not  only  cordially  approved  of  the 
motion  ^subject  to  the  formal  alteration 
that  had  been  suggested),   but   in  most 
points  entirely  concurred  in    the   views 
which  his  learned  and  hon.  friend  (Mr. 
Brougham)  had  so  ably  and  eloquently 
.opened.    Indeed  he  entirely  agreed  with 
him  in  every  part  of  his  argument  that  he 
(Mr.  S.)  had  heard;    but  having  unfor- 
tunately entered  the  House  some  time 
after  his  learned  friend  rose,  he  had  lost 
that  part  of  his  speech  in  which  some  dis- 
satisfaction at  the  conduct  of-  his  Ma- 
jesty's ministers  in  relation  to  the  Slave 
Trade  was  supposed  to  have  been  express- 
ed or  implied.     He  therefore  .thought  it 
probable  that  his  learned  friend's  mean- 
ing bad  been  misconceived :.  but  if  not, 
this  was  a  point  on  which  he  (Mr.  S.)  en- 
tirely disagreed  with  him.    It  was  but 
justice  to  the  present  administration    to 
say,  that  tliey  had  shown  no  disinclination 
to  give  edect  to  the  abolition,  though  some 
of  them  whenoot  of  oftce  had  opposed  it* 


Having  become  a  law  of  the  land,  it  waa 
their  duty,    and    he  was  confident  aUcj 
their  inclination,  to  do  all  in  their  powec^ 
to  promote  its  object,  and  cany  it  into  ful( 
execution.    He  was  not  aware  that  a|iy 
gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the  House 
diflfered  from  him  in  this  respect ;  but  if 
they  did,  sure  at  least  he  was  that  they 
would  give  him  credit  for  the  sincerity  of 
his  opinion,    it  was  proved  by  his  general 
line  of  conduct  in  that  House,  i^  which  h^ 
had  the  misfortune  to  differ  widely  with 
them ;  "  for  I  would  as  soon  (said  Mr.  $.) 
affiance  myself  in  the  boqds  of  friendahifi 
with  a  man  who  had  strangled  my  in&ai 
child,  as  lend  n^y  feeble  support  to  loi  adv 
ministration  disposed  to  violate  the  sacre4 
duty  of  adhering  to  and  enforcing  the 
Abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade.''    He  woal4 
not,  however,  be  understood  to  mean  tha^ 
nothing  had  been  omitted  that  could  pos« 
sibly  have  been  done.     He  thought  the 
contrary ;  for  ins^ce,  he  believed  that 
the  stationing  some  additional  ships  of 
war  on  the  coast  of  Afi'ica,  for  the  pur* 
pose  of  capturing  vessels  engaged  in  % 
contraband  Slave  Trade,  would  have  tend«^ 
ed  to  give  greater -efficacy  to  the  Aboli- 
tion.     But  then  it  ^as  but  just  to  th^ 
board  of  admiralty  te  say,  that  they  reap 
sonably  looked  to  the  public  promoter 
and  friends  of  that  measure,  who  ar^  so 
Ultimately  connected  with  Sierr^  Leone^ 
and  who  have  long  been  in  the  hahit  eif 
communicating     with   the     government 
boards  on  thjese  subjects,  for  suggestions 
as  to  the  means  that  might  be  wanted  ht 
enforcing  the  new  law  in  Africa.    Such 
suggestions  had  been  furnished  as  tq  other 
means  adapted  to  the  same  end,  and  ha4 
been  readily  attended   to;  for  insUnce. 
the  establishment  of  a  court  of  vice-admi- 
ralty at  Sierra  Leone;  and  an  applicatio|i 
having  lately  been  made  for  another  ship 
of  war  or  two  to  be  put  under  the  com- 
mand of  commodore  Columbine  at  Sierr^ 
Leone*  he  was  able  to  say  from  authority, 
that  two  ships  were  now  preparing  for  thd|t 
purpose,      if  there   had  been   blame  ia 
not  adopting  such    a     measure ,  sooner, 
candour  demanded  the  confession  that  ha 
himself  and  other  gentU* men  on  .both  sides 
of  the  House  who  were  in  the  habit  of 
communicating  with  government  on  such 
subjects,    were   more    in  fault  than    the 
Board  of  Admiralty.^Tbe  same  might 
be  truly  said  of  what  he  understood  his 
learned  and  hon.  friend  to  hav^j  alluded  to, 
the  omission  to  negociate  with  2:H«eden  for 
the  Abolitioo  of  her  Slaff  Trad9«    Soreljr 
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it  was  -natural  that  his  right  hon.  friend, 
the  late  secretary  of  state  for  the  foreign 
department  (Mr.  Canning,}  should  be  un« 
.  conscious  that  a  power  like  Sweden,  Which 
had  not  one  agricultural  colony  in  the 
West  Indies,  had  any  interest  \vy  the  Slave 
Trade,  and  shoukl  not  foresee  that  her  flag 
would  be  abused  for  the  purpose  of  cover- 
N  ing  the  Slave  Trade  of  other  powers,  when 
the  most  zealous  and  best- informed  friends 
of  the  Abolition  must  tax  themselves  with 
the  same  inadvertency.    True  it  was,  that 
he  and  other  members  of  th&  African  In- 
stitution  havkig  received    intimation    of 
abuses  of  that  kind,  applied  as  a  Commit- 
tee of  that  society  to  his  right  hon.  friend 
on  the  subject,  but  this  was  only  'about  a 
fortnight  before  the  revolution  in  Sweden, 
which  extinguished  every  hope  of  a^  suc- 
cessful  negotiation  with  that  power.— It 
vrould,  however,  be  extravagant  injustice 
to  his  right  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Canning,)  and 
his  right  hon.  friend  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  to  suppose  any  want  of  attach- 
ment to  the  sacred  cause  of  Abolition  in 
either  of  them,  considering  their  impor* 
tant  services  to  it,  when  it  was  in  the  hands 
of  their  political  opponents.    They  were 
content  to  augment  the  popularity  of  an 
administration  to  which  they  were  hostile, 
for  the  sake  of  carrying  a  measure  so  near 
to  their  hearts  as  the  Abolition  of  the 
Slave  Trade.— After  all,  he  trusted  that 
there  were  no  longer  two  parties  in  Par- 
liament on  this  great  and  interesting  sub- 
jecL     For  his  part,  he  doubted  not  that  if 
the  measure  were  now  to  be  originated 
after  the  experience  we  have  ha(),  it  would 
be  carried   without  any  difHculty.     The 
hardest  tax  to  which  his  candour  could  be 
subjected  was  that  of  doing  justice  to  his 
old  opponents  in  this  cause  ;  and  yet  he 
must  say,  that  on  the  face  of  the  evidence 
by  which  the  credulity  of  Parliament  had 
been  abused,  there  was  room  enough  for 
difference  of  opinion   in  every  view  but 
that    of  strict  abstract  moral   principle. 
Humanity  had  fraudulently  been  enlisted 
in  the  service  of  her  enemies,  by  pretences 
that  the  Abolition  \vould  produce  massa- 
cres on  the  coast  of  Africa,  and  insurrec- 
tion, with  all  its  revolutionary  horrors,  in 
the  West  Indies,  as  well  as  ruin  to  our  un- 
fortunate planters,  to    the  merchants  of 
Liverpool,  and  the  general  commerce  of 
the  country.— He  doubled  not  that  many 
gentlemen  who  disliked  the  Slave  Trade 
on  moral  principles  as  strongly  as  himself,, 
had  been   led  away  hy  these  bold  and 
iaise  prediotioiii  of  selfnoterested  and  pre* 


jadiced  men.    But  experience  had  dispel- 
led all  such  illusions ;  for  these  supposed 
consequences  of  the  Abolition  were  in  their 
natiire,  if  real,  to  be  imm^iate.     Daring 
between  two  and  three  years  the  British 
Slave  Trade  had  been  totally  abolislied  by 
law ;  yet  there  had  been  no  massacres  on 
the  coast ;  no  insurrections  in  the  colonies ; 
Liverpool  had  not  been  ruined  or  injured  ; 
and  the  general  commerce  of  the  country 
was  flourishing    beyond    example.       He 
verily  believed,  therefore,*  that  gentlemen 
once  zealous  against  the  Abolition  of  the 
Slave  Trade, '  wauld  now,  if  the  question 
could  be  revived,  be  found  among  irsmon 
active  promoters.     He  could  distinguish 
among  them  men  eminent  for  their  hu- 
manitv  and  their  attachment  to  the  inte- 
rests  of  the  poor  ;  byt  they  had  been  led 
to    believe  that  humanity  Itself  pleaded 
against  a  sudden  cessation  of  that  com- 
merce.— IMr.  Stephen  then  proceeded  to 
make  some  observations  on  the  speech  of 
Mr.  Marry  at  t.     His  hon.  friend  was  al- 
ways entitled  to  the  attention  of  the  IIou^ 
from  the  good  sense  and  perspicuity  which 
never  failed  to  distinguish  his  arguments, 
but  more  especially  on  a  question  liire  the 
present,    on  account  of  his,  known  con- 
nexions, both  public  and  private,  with  the 
sugar  colonies.     [Mr.  M.  is  colonial  asent 
for  Trinidada,  as  well  as  an  eminent  West 
India  'merchant.  ]     He  was  therefore  pecu- 
liarly happy  to  hear  his  strong  and  im- 
pressive condemnation  of  the  Slave  Trade, 
on  principles  of  humanity  and  justice. 
He  certainly  agreed  with  his  hon.  friend 
that  we  were  bound  not  only  by  those 
principles,  but  in  just  attention  to  the  in- 
terests of  our  own  colonies,  to  use  oor  best 
endeavours  with  foreign  powers  to  induce 
them  to  follow  our  example,  and  to  re- 
nounce their  shares  of  that  detestable  com- 
merce.    But  he  could  not  admit  to  him, 
that  if  we  unfortunately  failed  in  those  en- 
deavours, all  the  evils  of  the  Abolition 
would  be  ours,  and  all  the  benefits  theirs. 
On  tlie  contrary,  our  colonies,  supposing 
the  Abolition  to  be  effectual,  would  ac- 
quire a  great  increase  of  interior  strength, 
while  the  foreign  colonies  would  be^ro- 
gressively  weakened,  and  endangered  by 
the  effects  of  their  opposite  system.— Still 
less  could  he  admit  that  we  had  gained  no- 
thing by  the  Abolition,  or  even  that  the 
trade  had   not  in  practice  been  greatly 
diminished;    he  should    be  sorry  so  to 
undervalue  the  effects  of  a  measure  which 
had  been  the  best  boast  of  the  country, 
and  the  times  we  live  in  \  and  the  greatest 
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compensation  for  the  crimes  and  miseries 
of  the  age.     Much  had  been  done,  though 
much,  he  admitted,  still  remained  to  do : 
a  vast  proportion  of  the  former  export  of 
slaves  from  Africa  had  been  cut  off,  and 
the    contraband  trade,  though  probably 
great,  was  trifling  when  compared  with 
the  legalized  commerce  that  before  pre- 
vailed under  the  British  flag.— -But  if  the 
reverse  of  all  this  were  true ;  if  the  ex- 
portation from  Africa  had  not  been  dimi- 
nished by  a  single  slave,  still  he  would  be, 
far  from  admitting  that  we  had  gained  no- 
thing from  the  Abolition.    We  had  at 
least  delivered  ourselves  as  a  nation  from 
the  guilt  and  shame  of  authorizing  that 
cruel  and  opprobrious  traffic  ;  and  this, 
in  his  mind,  was  an  advantage  above  all 
price. — If  we  had  effected  pothing  more, 
he  should  rejoice  and  bless  Goa  to  the  last 
hour  of  his  life  for  that  happy  deliverance. 
The  treatment  of  the  trade  when  carried 
on  by  foreigners,  by  the.  consent  of  their 
own  legislature,  was  a  subject  of  very  dif- 
ficult consideration.     He  could  not  at  pre- 
sent agree  with   his    hon.    friend    (Mr. 
Marry att,)    that  we    could    warrantably 
compel  them  to  relinquish  it,  though  the 
proposition  that  the  act  is  in  its  nature 
piracy,  and  such  as  all  nations  not  involved 
in  the  same  guilt  have  a  common  right  and 
duty  to- suppress,  was  by  no  means  so  un- 
tenable as  some  gentlen^en  seemed  to  sup- 
pose.    But  there  was  a  wide  medium  be- 
tween prohibiting  the  ■  trade  to  indepen- 
dent countries,  and  contracting  commer- 
cial or  defensive  alliances  with  those  who 
chose  to  persist  in  it.     He  hoped  never  to 
see  a  treaty  with  the  new  Sooth  American 
powers  by  which  this  country  could  be 
called  on  to  give  them  any  auxiliary  aid 
or  protection,  unless  the  abolition  of  their 
Slave  Trade  was  one  o(  its  stipulations.     It 
would  be  reason  enough  for  avoiding  such 
a  compact,  that  their  exposure  to  convnl- 
sions  while  their  population  is  increased  by 
that  commerce,  and  their  interior  weak- 
ness in  a  military  view,  must  make  their 
defence  when   no  longer  supported  by  a 
mother-country    in    Europe,    extreme fy 
onerous  and  dangerous  to  an  ally.     But 
their  prosecuting  the  Slave  Trade  was  also 
a  positive  prejudice  to  qs  ;  especially  by 
making  it  extremely  difficult  to  carry  our 
own  prohibitory  laws  into  ffiect,  and  by 
frustrating  our  efflirts  to  civilize  Africa, 
and  profit  by   her    innocent  commerce. 
We  had  strong  ground  here  to  negociate 
upon  with  allies  for  whose  freedom  and 
independence  we  irere  struggling;  and 
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we  had  an  unquestionable  right  to  maka 
their  renouncing  the  Slave  Trade  the  cob«  > 
dition  of  our  further  support;  though  be- 
was  not  prepared  tO'Say  that  i^  would  be 
right  under  the  circumstances  of  the  case 
'to  do  so.  It  must  be  admitted  that  the 
court  of  Brazil  would  have  great  difficulties 
in  acceding  to  such  a  demand,  •  however 
well  disposed  to  adopt  our  own  principles. 
— As  to  subjects-  of  our  allies  carrying  on 
a  contraband  Slave  Trade  from  England, 
or  by  means  of  their  residence  here,  the 
case  clearly  ought  not  to  be  endured.  If 
the  existing  penalties  were  found  insuf- 
ficient, as  the  case  of  the  Commerqio  de 
Rio  seemed  to  prove,  they  ought  to  be  in- 
creased, and  persons  who  so  abused  our 
hospitality,  though  they  might  be  clothed 
with  a  public  character,  ought  to  be  sent 
with  ignominy  out  of  the  country. — His 
hon.  friend  had  said,  that  among  the  sa- 
critices  which  we  had  made  in  renouncing  ( 
what  he  admitted  to  be  a  detestable  com- 
merce, we  had  imposed  a  great  hardship 
on  the  settlers  in  Irinidada,  who  had  em.- 
barked  their  capitals  there,  relying  on 
being  able  to  procure  slaves  to  cultivate  , 
their  lands.  This  proposition  he  must 
intirely  deny:  no  such  hardships  could 
be  with  any  colour  of  reason  alleged.  If 
any  person  had  settled  in  Trinidad  a,  or 
embarked  capital  in  the  purchase  of  lands 
there,  since  the  island  first  came  under  his 
Majesty's  dominion,  relying  on  its  being  a 
place  where  he  should  be  able  to  buy  or 
import  slaves,  or  even  to  cultivate  bis  lands 
by  slave  labour,  as  in  our  other  sugar  colo- 
nies, he  had  speculated  without  an}*  autho-  ' 
rity  or  encouragement  from  his  Majesty's 
government,  and  in  opposition  to  express 
and  authoritative  declarations  on  the  sub- 
ject. Both  Mr.  Pitt  and  lord  Sidroouth, 
when  id  administration,  had  publicly 
disavowed  having  any  design  to  acquire 
in  Trinidada  a  new  slave  colony.*— The 
latter  had  with  some  indignation  disclaim- 
ed in  that  House  the  having  any  such  pur- 
pose; and  it  had  been  generally  g^vea 
out  and  imderstoo<l,  that  this  new  island, 
far  from  being  settled  on  the  same  prin- 
ciples with  our  old  sugar  colonies,  was  to 
furnish  a  happy  contrast  to  them,  and  be* 
come  a  farm  of  experiment,  by  means  of 
which  •  the  practicability  of  an  improved 
and  beneficial  system  of  colonisation  in 
the  West  Indies  was  to  be  ascertained.-— 
(Cries  of  hear !  hear !  especially  from 
Mr.  Canning.)  If,  under  such  circum- 
stances, any  British  '  proprietor  in  that 
island  waa  disappointed  in  hii  apecalationi 
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by  the  Abolition,  be  bad  clearly  onl^y  bis 
0wn  folly  and  rashness  to  blame.— Mr.  S. 
adverting  to  the  form  of  the  resolutions 
and  address  as  proposed  by  Mr.  Brong- 
bam,  admitted  that  it  might  be  irregular 
to  insert  in  an  Address  of  this  kind  to  the 
crowu  a  pledge  or  declaration  of  what  the 
House  intended  hereafter  to  do.  It  would, 
be  agreedj  be  better  to  put  that  part  of  the 
Address  into  the  form  of  a  separate  resolu- 
tion, as  his  right  hon.  friend  had  suggested. 
But  he  saw  no  objection  whatever  to  the 
House  now  resolving  that  such  a  measure 
As  was  generally  described  should  be  taken 
early  in  the  next  session  of  Parliament. 
The  motion  did  not  propose  to  pledge  the 
House  to  any  speciBc  measure,  but  that 
some  Jaw  for  the  more  effectual  execution 
of  the  Act  for  the  Abolition  of  the  Slave 
Trade  was  nepessary,  no  man  who  knew 
the  case  could  doubt.— If  there  were  no 
other  defect  in  the  law  ns  it  stood,  the 
|3tro visions  as  to  appeals  from  condemna- 
tion of  negroes  as  prize,  or  as  forfeitures, 
for  the  purpose  of  restoring  them  to  free- 
dom, would  clearly  want  some  emenda- 
tion*  Here  Mr.  Stephen  described  some 
great  inconveniences  that  arise,  as  the  law 
stands,  from  such  appeals,  by  which  the 
state  of  the  negroes,  as  slave  or  free,  may 
be  kept  for  years  in  suspense.  He^men- 
tioned  also  an  important  and  difficult  ques- 
tion depending  before  the  lords  conimis- 
aionersof  appeals  in  prize  causes,  as  to  the 
sfFect  of  the  American  Abolition  Act  upon 
claims  for  Africans  unlawfully  carried 
under  the  American  flag^. — He  professed 
•himself  to  be  of  opinion  with  Mr.  Broug- 
ham«  that  the  penalties  for  contraband 
.Slave  Trade,  when  carried  on  by  British 
•subjects,  ought  to  be  increased:  the  of- 
fence was,  in  its  nature,  piracy  and  mur- 
der !  for  it  could  rarely,  if  ever^  happen, 
that  a  cargo  of  slaves  could  be  carried 
across  the  Atlantic  without  some  lives 
being  lost,  from  the  efiects  of  their  illegal 
-imprisonment.  Unlawful  homicide,  pro- 
ceeding from  wilful  violence,  perpetrated 
from  the  most  sordid  of  motives,  could 
not,  he  thought,  be  consistently  treated  as 
an  ordinary  case  of  contraband  trade, 
and  punisned  only  with  the  ordinary 
.penalties  of  forfeiture  of  the  property  en- 
gaged in  it.  Upon  the  first  renihiciation, 
indeed,  of  a  trade  so  long  unfortunately 
sanctioned  by  law,  it  might  have  been 
itbougKt  too  strong  a  course  to  apply  those 
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penalties  which  its  moral  character  ivonld 
well  justify;  but  if  British  subjects  were 
found  abandoned  enoiigh  to  prosecute  u 
trade  in  human  blood,  ia  defiance  of  the 
laws  of  their  country.  Parliament  would  be 
bound  to  put  a  stop  to  such  alrocioas 
crimes,  by  the  terror  of  adequate  punish- 
ments. 

Mr.  Omnii^  concurred  entirely  ia  the 
motion  both  for  the  Address  and  t^ie  He- 
solution,  pledging  the  House   to  JF^rther 
measures.    He  thought  that  those  should 
should  only  be  genei'ally  alluded   to — for 
he  Was  against  coming  lo  any  specific  Re- 
solution on  so  gi'ave  a  matter  as  the  crea- 
tion of  a  new  felony,  without  maUice  de- 
liberation ;  and  while  it  might  be  ascribed 
to  the  House  being  heated  with  the  ho- 
nourable mover's  address.    The   reasons 
which  justified  the  punishment  as  crimes, 
of  acts  once  permitted,  were,  either  thai 
the  temptations  to  commit  them  were  so 
strong  as  to  overcome  any  ordinary  appre- 
hension of  a  pecuniary  natiire,  and  to  ren- 
der the  commission  of  them  extremely 
frequent ;  or,  that  the  means  of  cooceaU 
ment  were  very  easy.    In  such  case^  it 
was    found   necessary  to    provide  other 
checks,  and  to  consider  the  acts  as  olijects 
of  penul  sanction.     He  did  not  say  that 
the  Slave  Trade  might  not  fall  within  the 
scope  of  this  proposition ;  but  neither  coold 
he  at  once  say  that  it  did  fall  within  it, 
A\[  he  contended  for  was,  caution  and  de- 
lay in  so  delicate  a  matter,  and  one  in- 
volving so  many  weighty  considerations. 
He  agreed,  however,  in  the  reprobation  of 
the  Slave  Trade,  and  the  violators  of  the 
law  who  still  practised  it  y  and  irasied, 
that  every  meand  would  be  used  to  detect 
and  p(;inish  such  great  enormities,  whatever 
persons    might   happen  to    be  involved. 
(Hear  !  hear  !) — With  respect  to  the  Fo- 
reign Slave  Trade,  he  feared  the  difficulties 
had  been  underrated.    The  Spaniel  and 
Portuguese  governments  had  been  blamed 
.for  not  joining  in  the.  Abolition  by  some 
gentlemen ;  and  the  hon*  mover  had  in- 
sinuated, by  his  manner  of  treating  this 
subject,  some  blame  against  the  govern- 
ment of  this  country,  for  not  prevailing 
upon  those  allies  to  do  so.     But  had  gen- 
tlemen duly  reflected  on  the  situation  in 
which  those  governments  were  placed  at 
the  moment  when  it  was  said  our  negotia- 
tions ought  to  have  begun,  for  this  pur- 
pose ?    The  government  of  Spain  was  pro* 
viding  for  its  self-defence,  and  was  con* 
stantly  ahifting  its  seat  under  the  pressure 
of  a  powerful  enemy  ;^  and  the  govero- 
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merit  of  Portugal  had  jost  removed  its 
seat  from  Europe  to  South  America,  where 
it  was  placed  in  the  midst  of  those  whose 
prejudices  were  the  most  inveterate,  and 
whose  interests  real  or  supposed,  were 
the  largest  in  favour  of  the  Slav©  Trade. 
This  was  not  the  moment  to  attempt  such 
changes.    Suppose,  to  put  a  parallel  case, 
tftat  this  country  had' peen  invaded,  and 
the  government  driven  over  to  Jamaica^ 
would  that  be  the  point  of  time  when  the 
Abnlitton  would  most  easily  have   been 
carried  ?  We  must  observe,  however,  that, 
after  all,  the  Americans  were  the  great 
Slave  Traders.     lie  had  stated  his  opinion 
upon  this  point  when  the    hon.  mover 
first  brought  foi-ward  this  subject,  and  he 
must  still  repeat  it.     He  was  certainly 
confirmed  in  it  by  the  knowledge  of  a  ma- 
terial fact,  that  the  American  government 
granted  licences  to  vessels  engaged  in  car- 
rying on  the^  Slave  Trade,  and  thus  made 
itself  a  party  to  the  violation  of  its  own 
laws,  and  a  sharer  in  the  profits  arising 
from  the  Slave  Trade.     The  right  hon. 
gent,  bestowed  an  encomium  on  the  ef- 
forts of  Mr.  Pitt,  for  the  Abolition,  and 
denied  that  Trinidad  had  ever  been  in- 
tended as  a  Slave  Colonv ;  and  therefore 
there  could  be  no  groumf  for  the  compen- 
sation claimed  by  an  hon.  member  (Mr. 
Manvatt,)  in  behalf  of  the  planters  of  that 
island  as  an  indemnity  for  the  supposed 
losses  from  the  Abolition.     They  had  pur- 
chased, Qoder  an  understanding  that  the 
Slave  Trade  never  would  be  permitted 'in 
that  island.     On  this  point  he  could  speak 
with  the  more  confidence,  because  be  had 
brought  forward  this  subject  in  the  year 
1802,  after  the  peace  had  ceded  Trinidad 
to  this  country,  and  had  obtained  a  pledge 
from  the  noble  lord  (lord  S'dmonth),  then 
at  the  head  of  the  government,  that  the 
grants  of  land  in  that  island  should  be 
made  on  the  express  understanding  that 
the  Slave  Trade  should  not  he  extended  to 
it.     Mr.    Canning  concluded  with  pro- 
fesskie,  that  no  man  was  more  anxious 
than  himself  to  see  this  detestable  traffic 
completely  destroyed,  and  that  he  heartily 
concurred  in  that  motion  as  having  such  a 
tendency. 

Mr.  HMert  said :  He  diH  not  rise  to 
oppose  the  motion  of  his  hon.  friend,  or 
to  attempt  to  diminish  the  impressions 
made  by  his  eloquence,  and  by  that  of 
others  who  had  followed  him  in  the  same 
strain.  If  he  had  at  another  time,  objected, 
upon  the  ground  of  its  inexpediency  and 
impracticabilHy,  to  a  measure  which  was 
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not  then  the  law  of  the  country,  he  knew 
\^hat  was  now  his  duty  in  deference  to 
what  is  the  law  of  the  country.  He  had 
at  no  time  denied  that  an  Abolition  of  the 
Slave  Trade,  could  it  be  effected,  would  be 
a  vast  benefit  to  humanity,  but^he  had 
opposed  the  act  for  abolition,  because  he 
believed  that  it  would  deprive  the  British 
colonies  of  all  possible  means  of  recruiting 
their  population,  leaving  at  the  same  time 
the  rival  colonies  of  France,  and  of  other 
nations  in  possession  of  those  means,  and 
consequently  failing  to  effect  the  good 
it  pretended  to  confer  upon  Africa.  The 
proposition  before  the  House  shewed,  that 
hitherto  experience  had  only  confirmed  his 
o))ihion,  for,  at  the  time  when  we  abo- 
'  lished  our  slave  trade,  we  had  no  reason 
to  reckon  upOn  those  favourable  events, 
which  have  given  us,  as  it  were,  almost  ;in 
entire  control  over  the  intercourse  between 
Africa  and  the  West  Indies,  and  enabled 
us  to  approach  to  an  interruption,  for  a 
short  interval,  at  least,  of  the  trafiic  in 
slaves  upon  the  African  coasts.  This  he 
had  ever  conceived  to  be  the  most  proba- 
ble, nay,  the  only  possible  means  of  ef- 
fecting a  real  and  complete  abolitions 
But  although  the  cards  which  had  been 
put  into  our  hands,  had  been  better  than 
we  bad  a  right  to  expect,  yet,  after  doing 
the  best  we  could  wit^  them,  his  ho'n« 
firfend  was  that  nicht  complaining  to  the 
House  that  the  miseries  on  the  African 
coast  were  continued,  foreign  Colonies 
supplied,  and  that  the  old  British  colonies 
were  suffering  bv  an  unequal  competition  : 
he  did  not  wonder  that  it  was  so,  that  our 
efibrts  to  stop  the  trade  of  our  allies,  had 
even  under  the  most  favourable  circum« 
stances,  been  ineffectual  ;  for  besides 
what  had  been  so  ably  urged  on  this  part 
of  the  subject  by  the  hon.  gent,  who  had 
spoken*  last,  our  allies  might  say  to  us. 
You  did  not  think  of  abolishing  this  trade 
till  your  colonies  were  prospering  under 
high  cultivation,  and  until  by  their  means 
you  had  established  a  marine  which  hat 
given  you  the  dominion  of  the  sea  ;  and* 
when  you  were  already  master  of  jihe  sea, 
you  yet  took  twenty  yeaVs  for  discussion 
before  you  would  deprive  your  colonies  of 
this  resource,  call  not  upon  us  theo^  who 
have  made  no  such  progress  and  whose 
colonies  are  only  beginning  io  flourish, 
to  adopt  without  hesitation  and  without 
mitigation  a  law  which  you  ^ourselves 
have  so  reluctantly  and  so  gradually 
adopted. 
(X  all  the  West  India  islands,  he  was 
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most  acquahited  with  Jamaica,  and  afler 
the  most  diligent  enquiry,  he  was  satisfied 
that  into  that  island  there  had  not  been  il* 
legally  imported  one  single  negro  since 
the  Abolition  Act  took  effect.  Yet  Ja- 
maica, he  was  well  persuaded,  from  the 
most  authentic  reports,  was,  in  spite  of  all 
that  humane  regulations  could  do,  declining 
in  its  black  population.  He  had  heard  it 
said,  in  the  course  of  this  debate,  that  if 
such  were  the  case  in  any  of  our  colonies, 
the  blame  rested  on  the  colonists,  by  their 
^having  been  backward  to  adapt  them- 
selves to  their  new  situation,  and  to  make 
those  wise  and  humane  provisions  for  the 
support  of  their  population,  which  the  act 
of  Abolition  called  for.  He  was  one  that 
believed  that  in  all  our  old  colonies  lavis 

• 

calculated    for  this    purpose     had  long 
existed,  but  he  recollected  that  when  the 
measure  of  Abolition  was    debating,  its 
advocates  had  said  :    Of  what  avail  are 
laws  betwixt  the  master  and  the  slave  ? 
pass  but  this  act  and  it  will  do  more  than 
volumes  of  legislation  to  secm-e  the  hu- 
mane treatment  of  the  slaves,  for  it  will 
then  become  the  evident  interest  of  the 
master  to  support  their  numbers  by  good 
usa^e  instead  of  wastins  their  lives,   by 
hard  labour  and  scanty  food,  as  he  will  be 
tempted  to  do  a^long  as  he  remains  secure 
that  he  can  replace  them  by  purchase. — 
Sucli  had  been  the  argument  then  used, 
the  fallacy  of  which  would  soon  appear^ 
for  although  the  Abolition  act  had  passed, 
and  the  interest  of  the  planters  had  re- 
ceived the  wished   for  direction,  yet,  it 
would  be  found  that  the  population  of  Ja- 
maica   could    not    be    maintained. — He 
thought  it  was  somewhat  soon  for  his  hon. 
friend  to  assume  the  tone  he  had  done  in 
speaking  of  all  that  related  to  this  trade. 
His  hon.  friend  surely  forgot  that  the  acta 
of  parliament  were  still  upon  the  table, 
and  but  three  years  ago  were  in  force,  which 
not  only  tolerated  but  expressly  encou- 
raged and  stimulated,  as  intimately   con- 
nected with  the  prosperity  of  the  kingdom, 
that  trade  which  was  now  the  object  of  such 
unqualified  reprobation.    It  was  too  soon  he 
thought  alsato  pass  a  decisive  opinion  upon 
the  political  consequence  of  what  we  had 
done.    The  time  he  looked  to  with  dread, 
and  which  would  indeed  present  the  sub- 
ject imder  a  new  aspect,  would  be  when 
France  was  again  in  possession  of  exten- 
aive  colonicSt  in  the  West  Indies.    Culti- 
vating  them  as    she    woiild   do,   under 
every    advantage    of  a  free  and    unin- 
terrupted intercourse  with  the  coast  of 
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Africa;  through  their  means  possesaing  a 
formidable  body  of  experienced  seaiuen, 
and  beginning  to  rival  us  upon  oar    old 
domain,  the  ocean,  at  a  time  too,  when  onr 
own  colonies,  •  hitherto  a  main  support  of 
our  naval  power,  should  be  fast  fi^oin^  to 
decay.    At  that  time,  which  he  believed 
would  arrive,  it  must  greatly  add  to  oar 
grief  an  J  vexation,  a  grief  and  vexation  in 
which  he  should  heartily  partake,  if  on 
turning  our  e3res  to  the  coast  of  Africa  we 
should  see  that  we  had  efiected  no  reToliu> 
tion  there  in  favour  of  humanity.     That 
the  same  disregard  of  civil  liberty,   the 
same  unprotected  state  of  property,   still 
continued   among  Chat  |>eople   to  impede 
civilization,  and  to  perpetuate  the  cnme 
and  miseries  which  we   had  fondly   be- 
lieved would  cease  with  the  sacrifice  we 
had  made.— Meantime,  Ee  could  not  bat 
agree  with  his  hon.  friend,  that  we  should 
under  our  present  circumstances  use  eTery 
possible  effort  to  put  an  end  to  any  illicit 
trade  which  might  exist, among  oarselve% 
and  to  check  or  discoarage  the  trade,  more 
or  less  direct,  of  other  nations,  by  which 
the  foreign  colonies  continued  to  be  sup- 
plied with  slaves,  and  he  should  therefore 
give  his  support  to  the  Address. 

Mr.  'Brougham  said,  that  as  there  had 
been  in  the  course  of  the  discussion  no 
material  opposition  given  to  what  he  had 
siated  in  his  speech,  he  should  not  feel  it 
necessary  to  make  any  reply.  He  shook! 
however,  offer  an'  explanation  as  to  one 
or  two  points  on  which  he  had  been  mis- 
understood. He  did  not  intend  to  reflect 
upon  the  sincerity  or  diligence  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's government  in  seconding  the  Abo- 
lition  Act — he  was  willing  to  give  them 
credit  for  both  ;  but  he  could  not  help  re- 
gretting that  they  had  been  able  to  efiect 
so  little  in  carrying  the  objectof  the  address 
presented  to  the  crown  by  both  Hooses 
four  years  ago.  It  had  been  said,  that  the 
slave  trade  had  not  been  materially  dimi- 
nished by  our  abolition  acta.  Nothing  could 
be  more  unfounded.  Afier  mentioning  se- 
veral bther  proofs,  he  said  it  might  be 
enough  to  instance  the  reduced  prices  ot 
slaves  on  the  coast  since  the  acts  passed  ; 
.  instead  of  1 00  dollars,  they  now  sold  for  20 : 
a  reduction  wholly  owing  to  the  le&sened 
demand,  for  no  man  could  pretend  that  the 
supply  had  been  increased.  He  con- 
tended, therefore,  that  great  progress  had 
been  made  towards  the  complete  abolition 
of  the  traffic,  and  only  wished  to  accele- 
rate it.  It  had  been  aaid,  by  a  right  boo. 
gent,  (Mr.  Canning,)  that  the  ^erican 
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goYenNMnt  gave  lioenccB  to  ships  to 
eTftde  tb«  Americsn  at^iition  laws.  This 
he  took  upon  himself  flatly  to  contradict. 
^e  right  boo.  gent's  statement  was 
Utterly  improbable,  and  would  be  found  to 
have  originated  in  total  misinformation. 
He  ventured  to  deny  it  upon  the  positive 
anthority  of  those  most  intimately  con- 
tiected  with  the  American  government^ 
snost  in  the  confidence  of  that  government, 
smd  most  likely  to  know  the  truth  or  false- 
hood of  such  an  assertion.  It  was  impos- 
aible  for  any  man  to  have  been  more 

frossly  deceived  than  the  right  hon.  gent, 
ad  been  in  this  particular*— ^he  spoke 
without  the  slightest  partiality  towards 
the  Americans,  excepting  only  on  account 
of  their  exertions  in  favour  of  the  aboli- 
tion ;  but  fairness  and  truth  compelled 
him,  as  it  had/orced  others,  who  could  not 
be  suspected  of  undue  partialities  towards 
America  (Messrs.  Stephen  and  Wilber- 
force,)  upon  a  former  occasion  distinctly 
to  lepel  such  insinuations.  With  respect 
to  the  measure  of  which  he  had  given  no- 
tice for  making  the  traffic  in  slaves  a  fe- 
lony, he  was  confirmed  in  his  sentiments 
hy  all  that  had  passed  that  night,  as  well  as 
by  every  consultation  he  had  had  with  the 
snost  enlightened  and  able  persona  in  the 
House.  Ana  he  concluded*— after  shortly 
replying  to  sooie  objections  thrown  out  on 
this  hettd — with  exhorting  the  House  to 
prepare  for  taking  such  steps  as  alone 
could  do  justice  to  its  own  feelings,  pre- 
serve its  consistency,  and  thoroughly  ex- 
tirpate the  traffic  ;  namely,  a  statutory  de- 
claration, punishing  those  deeds  as  crimes 
and  felonies,  which  were^  in  their  whole 
natare,  most  felonious  and  criminal.  He 
had  no  objection  whatever  to  separate  the 
'Besolulion  pledging  the  House,  from  the 
.  Address ;  and  t&  Address  was  carried  ac- 
oardiiigly  nan.  con, 

'  Mr.  Brougham  then  moved  the  fol- 
lofving  resolution,  which  was  also  carried 
unanimously  s  "  That  this  House  has  learnt, 
with  great  surprise  and  indignation,  the 
attempts  which  have  recently  been  made 
toevflMde  the  prohibitions  of  the  Act  abo* 
lishing  the  Alrican  slave  trade ;  and  that 
this  House  will,  csrly  in  the  next  session  of 
parliament,  tske  into  its  consideration  such 
measures  as  may  tend  to  prevent  such 
daring  violations  of  the  IKw. 

[Voi)s  OP  CaBt>iT  BoL.]  The  Chan* 
oellor  of  the  Exchequer  moved  the  order 
of  the  day  for  the  third  reading  of  the 
Vote  of  Credit  BilL  On  tho  question  be« 
ingpu^ 

tou  xvtt* 


Mr.  WUAftad  rose  and  said,  that  bav« 
ing  forborne  to  bring  forward  any  motioa 
on  the  state  of  the  nation,  seeing  that  thi! 
general  attention  of  the  public  was  fixed 
upon  one  great  question,  he  thought  it 
better  to  postpone  any  observations  be 
had  to  offer,  as  well  upon  the  general  si-* 
tuation  of  the  affairs  of  the  country,  aa 
upon  what  might  take  place  between  this 
ahd  the  next  session  of  Parliament,  to 
spmeof  the  stages  of  the  bill  upon  the 
table.    But  before  he  should  proceed  to 
the  consideration  of  these  topics,  he  must 
be  allowed  to  make  a  remfirk  upon  the 
manner  in  which  the  public  business  had 
been  transacted  in  that  House,  during  the 
last  si^  weeks.    Gentlemen  must  recoK 
lect  the  late  sittings-,  and  the  unusual  and 
unprecedented  fatigue  of  attendance,  to 
which  they  had  been  uninterrupt^ly  con-^ 
strained  to  submitwithin  the  whole  of  that 
period.  Sufficient  time  was  not  allowed  for 
the  due  consideration  of  public  business.  To 
suit  the  views  of  the  minister,w^o  wished  to 
get  rid  of  Parliament  as  soon  as  he  could^ 
the  members  of  that  House,  who  were  not 
inclined  to  abandon  their  duty,  were  com-^ 
pelled  to  devote  night  after  night,  without 
rest  or  intermissiod,  to  watch  the  precipi<A 
tate  progress  of  the  many  important  pub* 
lie  measures  which  had  been  so  inconve*' 
niently  forced  together,  within  that  short 
space  of  time.     The  consequence  was> 
that  the  session,  laborious  perhaps  beyond 
example^  was  still  insufficient  to  allow  of. 
that  just,  and  deliberatei  and  ample  dis-^ 
cussion,  which  it  was  of  the  very  essence 
of  the  constitution  of  that  House  to  be« 
stow  upon  public  business.    If  this  prac* 
tice  were  to  be  pessevered  in>  that  Hous» 
would,  by  and  by,become  a  cypher  iatb^ 
state,  possessing   probably  still  all  thA 
forms  of  unfettered  deliberation!  but  inc^ 
pable  of  controoling  a  corrupt  or  profii-* ' 
gate  administration,  and,  in  reality,  exer* 
cising  its  functions  only  in  ^istering  tho 
edicts  of  the  executive  govemmenti  upon 
whose  conduct  it  shou)d  constitutionally 
be  a  vigilant  and  eff*ectual  check.    How« 
ever  monstrous  such  a  state  ot  thingm 
would  be,  he  could  assure  gentlemen,  that 
the  transition  was  not,  so  difficult  or  ex* 
travagant,  as  might  at  fiijit  be  thought,  it 
the  course  pursued  In  the  present  sessitii 
should  be  followed  in  future  PartiamedtBc 
For  himself  he  could  discover  in  prinqi* 
pleno  great  difference,  between  fSjjjsHii-* 
iug#with  insulting,  because  UooteiMfittO 
forms,  the  decrees  of  a  goVernmenti^ii|iid 
passing  the  measluraa  of  o  mininor  fM^ 
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eat  sufficient  exam  ioation,  and  upon  hasty 
mod  imperfect,  and  consequently  ineffec- 
tual discussion.  -  If  mature  deliberation 
wad  essential  to  the  performance  of  their 
legislative  functions,  to  deprive  that  House 
of  the  opportunity  of  such  deliberation, 
iwould  be  to  destroy  the  first  principle  of 
its  institution.      How  far  the  manner  of 
-conducting  public   business    during    the 
'latter  part  of  the  present  session,  might 
have  a  tendency  that  way,  he  should  leave 
'to  the  House  to  decide  ;    but  thus  much 
he  feflt  it  necessary  to  say  upon,  the  sub- 
ject, before  the  Parliament  should  sepa- 
rate, as  he  considered  the  practice  he  had 
alluded  to,  not  only  productive  of  much 
present  inconvenience;  but  pregnant  with 
future  mischief. 

•  With  respect  to  the   arrangement  of 

-  publtc1)usine6s  in  future  sessions,  he  had 
o'been  given  to  understand,  that  it  was  the 
^intention  of  the    right  hon.   gent,   (the 

Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer)  to  propose 
'  a  regulation,  which  would  in  a  great  mea- 
sure obviate  the  inconvenience  of  which 
'he  had  been  complaining.    The  (principle 

-  of  that  regulation  was,  that  notices  and 
>  orders  of  the  day  should  take  precedence 
^of  each  other  .on  alternate  days.     That 

auch  an  arrangement  would  be  attended 
with  some  advantages  he  was  ready  to 
admit,  but  he  must  protest  against  the 

•  principle,  that  the  House,  by  adopting 
any  resolotfbn  on  the  subject,  should  put 

fh  out  of  the  power  of  any  member  to 
'  kliake  a  motion  without  previous  notice  or 
regard  to  such  an  arrangement.    Occa- 
•1008,  when  it  might  be  necessary  to  make 
motions  in  that  summary  manner,  would 
not  often  occur,  but  unquestionably  when- 
ever they  should  arise,  it  would  be  incon- 
itstent  even  with  the  object  of  the  right 
hon.  gent,  himself,  that  an  arrangement, 
*'  *  made  for  the  convenience  of  the  Hoase, 
•hoold  operate  to  the  disadvantage  of  the 
public  interest,  by  precluding  the  right 
•f  submitting  any  motion  on  a  isudcien, 
'  when  delay  would  be  fatal  to  the  object 
ef  such  motion.    It  was  upon  the  princi- 

•  pie,  that  delay  might  be  attended  with  in- 
jurious consequences,  that  i^ccording  to 
the  established  usage  of  the  Housp,  pre- 
4:eden€e  was  uniformly  given  to  notices. 
With  this  reservation,  therefore,  of  the 

•  Tight  of  dimming  with  the  form  of  no- 
tice in  crises  of  an  urgent  description,  he 

-  abould  feel  no  objection  to  the  regulation 
Intended  to  be  propo^d  by  the  rightbon. 
gentleman. 


call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  im- 
portant considerations  arising  out  of»   and 
connected  with,  the  bill  upon  the  table,  it 
might  not  be  altogether  amiss  to   say  a 
few  words  u^oii  some  subjects  of  a  more 
limited  though  not  less  interesting  descrip- 
tion, which  had  been  incidentally  brooght 
before  the  House  in  the  coorse  of  the  ses- 
sion.   TTie  first  of  these  was  the  case  of 
the  seaman  JefFery.    With  respect  to  this 
case,  he  was  bound  to  do  the  Adnairalty 
board  the  justice  to  declare,  that  they  had 
shewn  a  mo^t  laudable  anxiety  to  inquire 
into    and    ascertain  every  circamstance 
connected  in  any  degree  with  it.      It  was 
likewise  due  from  himself  to  that  board 
to  acknowledge  his  sense  of  the  attention 
with -which  they  communicated  to  htm  all 
the  information  they  received  respecting 
this  unfortunate  man.    The  result  of  these 
communications  and  of  the  publication 
which' had  recently  appeared,  and  which 
gentlemen  must  have  read  in  the  public 
prints,  was  a  thorough  conviction  inr  bis 
mind,  that  Jeffery  had  been  taken  off  the 
island  by  an  American  vessel,  after  hav- 
ing remained  there  several  days,'and  that 
he  either  now  was,  or  lately  had  been 
working  at  his  trade  of  a  blacksmith,  at 
Beverley  in'  America.      He  hoped  that 
the  noble  marquis  at  the  head  of  the  fo- 
reign department,  would  therefore  take, 
if  he  had  not  already  Jone  so,  icnmediatt 
steps  to  procure  the  return  of  Jefiery,  and 
his  restoration  to  his  family  And  fdends. 

Another  subject,  upon  which  it  was  bis 
intention  to  have  troubled  the  House  at 
some  length,  if  the  session  had  lasted  long 
enough,  to  have  aflbrded  him  an  opporto- 
nity,  was  the  report  made  to  the  Hoose 
upon  the  conduct  of  certain  officers  of  the 
exchequer,  on  the  late  occasion  of 'fund* 
ihg  exchequer  bills.  It  was  painful  to 
press  the  necessity  of  removing  any  pub- 
lic officer,  particularly  when  he  WM  far 
advanced  in  life,  and  not  in  affleent  cir- 
cumstances,, except  in  ca^es  of  very  giesi 
and  aggravated  miscondnet.  Bit  il  wis 
actually  impossible  for'  any  one,  wbo 
should  read  the  report,  to  which*he  al- 
luded, to  entertain  the  least  doaht,  not 
alone  of  the  propriety,  but  of  the  indis- 

gensable  necessity,  ot  rem<nring  sir  Jotm 
'eter  from  the  office  he  heM.  With  re- 
spect to  Mr.  Planta,  he  felt  it  dae  to  bin 
to  declare,  that  it  was  most  obvious  from 


the  report,  that  that  miMeman  had  con- 
ducted himself  not  oiny  as  an  honest,  bat 
I  as  a  faithful  and  meritorious  officer,  and 
that  not  the  sHgbtest  shadow  of  bhsit 
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was  in  any  shape  impotable  to  bioi.  | 
'  Againtt  Dr.  Cudlipp,  the  third  paymaster 
of  exchf?quer  bills,  he  had  nothiog  to  say. 
That  gentleman  was  in  the  country  at  tne 
time  of  the  transaction  to  which  he  was 
pointing  the  attention  of 'the  House,  and 
consequently  could  neither  be  a  party  lo, 
nor  responsible  for  the  disgraceful  mis- 
conduct exposed  in  the  report.  But  there 
was  another  person  in  the  office,  who  was 
deeply  implicated  in  the  transaction;— 
whose  conduct  had  been  as  reprehensible 
as  that  of  sir  John  Peter — ^e  meant  Mr. 
Falethorp.  The  criminal  impropriety  of 
)iis  conduct  was  greatly  aggravated  by 
the    prevaricating  manner^  in  which  he 

Sve  his  evidence  before  the  Committee, 
ving  by  his  evasions  and  shuffling  an- 
swers, defined  them  for  hours  in  extort- 
ing facts  from  him,  which  he  might  have 
disclosed  in  ,  three  minutes,  had  he  been 
disposed  to  give  his  evidence  plainly  and 
honestly.    A  man,  who  had  so  miscon* 
ducted  himself  in  office,  aqd  had  given 
such  a  testimony,  ought  n<ot  on  any  ac- 
count to  be  suffered  to  retain  his  situation. 
These  were  points,  however,  which  he 
must  now  leave  to  the  discretion  of  the 
Chaocelior  of   the  Exchequer,  relying 
with  confidence  that  his  deciiion,  under 
the  circumstances  he  had  stated,  mast  be 
alike  consistent  with  propriety,  and  satis- 
factory to  public  justice.    He  also  took 
that  opportunity  to  suggest  to  the  Chan- 
cellor or  the  Exchequer,  the  necessity  of 
making  some  alteration  in  the  system  of 
the  exchequer  bill  office ;— if  that  could 
be  called  system,  which,  as  appeared  from 
the  report  of  the  Committee,  was  a  scene 
of  the  most  disgreceful  irregularity,  conr 
fusion  and  mobbing. 

But  lo  come  now  to  the  question  im- 
mediately under  consideration..  The  bill 
before  the  House  in  effect  called  upon 
them  not  only  for  a  vote  of  credit,  but  for 
a  vote  of  confidence  abo.  By  the  in- 
crease or  diminution  of  the  sum  they  were 
thus  about  to  place  at  the  disposal  of  his 
,  Majesty's  ministers,they  would  effectually 
enable  them  to  put  off,  or ,  inevitably 
oblige  them  to  hasten,  the  meeting  of  par- 
liament In  the  course  of  the  session, 
then  nearly  at  an  epd,  many  events  had 
taken  place  whichwere  wholly  unexpected. 
JBut  there,  was  one,  and  a  most  important 
fvent  it  was,  which  though  at  one  time 
daily  and  hourly  expected,  had  nevertlie- 
Jess  not  taken  place—be  meant  the  di#so- 
lutipn  of  the  present  administration,  (a 
laugh  £roAi  ib«  miiiislerial  benches]*.  As 


soon  as  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  6Jd», 
bad  recovered  from  their  expected  smile  of 
derision,  he  would  take  occasion  to  bring  • 
some  fewcircumstances  to  their  recollection, 
w^ich  would  show,  perhaps,  even  to  these ' 
right  hon.  gentlemen  ihemseWes,  that  the 
expectation  of  their  fall  was  neither  idla^ 
nor  extravagant.      He  should  only   beg. 
the  House  to  consider  how  the  right  hon»r 
the  leading  member  of  (he  administratioik. 
stood,  or  could  stand,  in  the  just  estimation  ; 
of  the  country.     When. they  looked  to, 
the  manner  in  which  the  first  lord  of  the. 
admiralty  had.  been  appointed  to  that 
office,and  qalled  to  mind  the  circumstances 
of  that  right  hon.  gent.'s  recent  public- 
conduct,  could  they,  he  would  ask,  bring, 
themselves  for  a  moment  to  suppose  that, 
an  administration  so  acting  and  so  com^, 
posed,  was  eptitled  to  their  confidence  or 
that  of  the  nation  f  In  pointing  a^  tbo . 
right  hon,  gent,  at  the  head  of  the  admi* 
ralty :  he  was  ready  to  admit  all  the  worti^ 
9f  his  private  character,  and  ail  biaqiarflti^ 
as  a»  useful  colleague :  but  he  must  stiUr 
contend,  that,  as  a  public  mao,  he  bad 
sunk  considerably  in  character,  in  con* 
sequence  of  the  course  he  had   thoughts 
proper  of  late  to  pursue  in  that  Hoose; 
and  thatthe  appointment  of  a  person  so 
circumstanced  to  one  of  the.  most  iespor* 
tant  situations. in  the  government,  was 
highly  indecent,  and  could  not  foil  to.eac- 
cite  the  disgust  and  exasperate  the  in- 
flamed   and   dissatisfied  fiselings  of  the 
country.     That  this  was  the  case  hadb^en 
made  abundantly  manifest  by  the  recep* 
tion  with  which  that  right  hon.  gent^  bad 
met  from  his  former  eonHituente ;    whep 
on  being  appointed  a  teller  of  the  exche- 
quer he  vacated  his  seat,  and,  instead  of 
bein^  re-elected  as  he  wished  was  decided* 
ly  rejected  as  he  deserved  .  to  be,  by  the 
electors    of  Cambridgeshire.     After  this 
mortifying  defeat  in  the  county  he. had 
so  long  represented,  the  right  hon.  gent* 
was  lost  to  that  House,  till  a  vacancy  was 
made  for  him,  and  he  was  returned  fur  S^ 
Gerroains. ,  All  this  time  it  was  unsettled 
whether  that  right  hon.  gent,  should  bf 
appointed  to  the  office  now  held  by  him. 
The  doubts  and  differences  and  disiracUons 
which  prevailed  in  the  cabinet  respecting 
the.  manner  of  bringing  him  into  office, 
kept    the    appointmf^nt  in  suspence  for 
some  weeks.    At  length  however  the  dis* 
tractions  were  composed  or  compromised* 
the  right  boo.  gent,  accepted  the  office, 
and  though  he  had  not  at  the  time  .taken 
his  seal  for  St.  Germain^  was  o^iUged  to 


%Dd  notwithstanding  the  repealed  mhiori- 
tiei  in  which  \hty  had  been  leftihe  Aoat  be 
fupposed  to  consider  office  even  nnder  rach 
circaoastances  as  a  post  of  honoiir*      Th« 
House  would  reco11ect>  that  in  the  debate 
on  the  Catholic  petitions  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  had  argued,  that  tboogh 
the  question  were  carried,  if  not  by  a  lar^e 
majority,  it  ought  not  to  he  acted  upon  ;  as 
a  measure  of  such  magnitude  and  national 
importance,     and    which    would    make 
material  an  alteration  in    the  m^hole 


so 
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go  back,  to  be  re-elected,  to.thatbordugh, 
hairing  taken  office,  after  his  foriaer  re- 
turn. 

Bbt  this  was  not  all.  He  would  beg 
leave  to  state  to  the  House  how  that  right 
hen.  gent,  otherwise  stood,  unconnected 
with  the  circumstances  of  his  recent  ac- 
c^tance<>f  office,  or  the  particular  serrices 
which  obtiiined  it  for  him.  It  must  be 
it9  the  recollection  of  gentlemen,  that  th&t 
right  hon.  gent,  had  held  the  office  of  se- 
cretary of  state  for  the  home  department 
in  theadihrnistration  oflordSidmouth,  who 
felt  bound  to  resign  his  office  when  he 
found  that  he  could  not  obtain  the  con- 
fidence of  a  larger  majority  than  38. 
3uch  a  reduction  of  the  numl;>ers  of  his 
supporters  in  that  House  was  considered  a 
sufficient  intimation,  that  the  confidence 
of  the  Ht>u»e  of  Commons  was  withdrawn, 
^nd  a  very  strong  reason  for  his  i*etiring. — 
But  the  administration  still  had  a  majority. 
He  well  remembered  too  the  manner  in 
which  tliat right  hon,  gent,  treated  his  bill 
to  suspend  the  army  of  reserve  then  in 
progress    through  the  House,  when  the 


system    of  our  municipal  policy,  coald 
not  be  safely  adopted,  when  the  opinion 
of  parliament  was  nearly  balancea,    and 
the  decision  rested    only  upon   a    nar- 
row majority.    What  then  was  the  st^te  of 
the    administration    in  the  efficiency  of 
which  the  nation  was  so  deeply  interested  ? 
When  it  succeeded  either  in  proposing  or 
resisting  measures  in  that  House,  Wa^  it 
not  standing  upon  the  narrowest  majority 
that  ever  an  administration  dared  to  rest 
upon  ?  Was  it  then  to  be  endured   chat 
any  set  of  men  in  such  a  situation  should 
claim  to    be  entitled   to  confiiience,   or 
result  of  a  division  on   a-question  arising  1  think  to  go  on  with  the  conduct  of  [Public 


DUt  of  it,  oMiged  him  and  his  colleagues 
lb  abdicate  their  offices.  Lord  Liverpool 
Watf  another  of  those  who  retired  from  ad- 
ministration on  that  occasion.  There 
.were  several  others  in  office  at  present 
who  had  been  in  the  same  situation,  but  it 
was  unnecessary  to  go  through  the  whole 
list.  What  he  had  already  stated  was 
sufficient  to  shew  how  the  right  hon*  gen- 
tleman's semiments  must  have  been  aU 
tered  sfnce  that  period.  Such  were  his 
feelings  then :  what  are  they  now  ? 

Immediately  after  the  decision  of  the 
question  respecting  the  Walcheren enquiry 
Dy  a  majority  against  the  minister,  the 
tijght  hon.  gent,  accepted  the  tellership 
tifthe  exchequer,  by  which  he  vacated 
bis  seat !  His  last  vote  before  his  leaving 
the  House  was  in  a  minority.  In  his  return 
to  parliament  he  found  his  coHeaffues  in 
the  same  disastrous  condition,  and  he  gave 
his  first  vote  after  his  return  in  a  minority, 
imd  that  too  upon  a  question  which  was 
represented  by  the  Chancellor  of  the 
^chequer  as  one  of  vital  importance  to 
the  nation.  He  who  despaired  of  carry- 
ing on  the  government  with  a  majority  in 
his  favour,  went  out*of  parliament  leaving 
nlinisters  in  a  minority ;  he  returned  to 
parliament  to  find  them  in  a  minority ;  and 
yet  these  ministers  still  retmned  their 
places,  and  the  right  hon.  gent,  himself 
)iad  not  on) jr  acc?{Ked  nf  offict  with  them, 


affairs  ? 

He  had  dwelt  thus  long  upon  this  topic 
with  a  view  to  shew,  that  tlie  opinions  of 
the  right  hon.  gent,  now  at  the  head  of  the 
admiralty,  of  lord  Liverpool,  and  of  the 
others  to  whom  he  had  islluded,  had  been 
very  materially  changed,  since  the  former 
resignation  oi  office.     Whether  they  bad 
changed  for  the  better,  or  for  the  worse, 
was  J  quite  another  question.      They,  he 
had  no  doubt,  would  assert  the  affirmative, 
hut  he  could  have  no  hesitation  to  declare 
and  to  maintain  the  negative.     One  great 
practical  lesson,  however,  might  be  de- 
rived by  the  parliament  and  the  country, 
from  the  continuance  in  office,  namely, 
that  the  influence  of  the  crown  cauld  now 
maintain  an  administration  in  power  with* 
oat  the  confidence  of  that  House,    Tbia 
was  now  an  indisputable  and  incontrover- 
tible fact,  however  inconsistent  it  may  be 
with  the  principles  or  dangerous  to  the  ex* 
istence  of  the  British  constitution.    What 
-but   such   an  unconstitutional    infloence 
could  have  supported  in  office  a  minister, 
who  had  been  so  often  and  so  signally  de> 
feated,  and  upon  so  many  important  qoes* 
tions,  as  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
had  been  during  the  present  session?  The 
right  hon.  gentleman  had  been  defeated 
in  the  nomination  of  the  different  commits 
tees  appointed  daring  the  acision  to  prose* 
cute  iba  hnportaot  in^airifa  conne^ad 
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with  economy  tnd  reform.  He  hMdfltr  the 
first  place,  been  defeated  iii^the  nominatioQ 
of  the  finance  committee,  tbal  committee, 
fVom  whose  laboors  so  mach  important  in- 
formation was  derived,  and  from  whose 
future  exertions  so  much  public  good  was 
to  be  looked  for;  or,  if  not  totally  defeat- 
ed, the  result,  at  least,  was  different  from 
what  it  woald  have  been  according  to  his 
wishes. 

He  had  been  defeated  in  a  still  more  re- 
cent instance  in  the  bdllion  committee,  for 
the  appointment  of  which,  and  for  the  be- 
neficial results  of  the  profound  and  en- 
lightened in? estigations  in  which  it  had 
been  engaged,  the  public  was  indebted  to 
an  hon.  triend  of  his  (Mr.  Horner). '  That 
committee  had  already  made  one  report, 
which  was  on  the  table,  and  Ihoiigh  he 
had  not  had  time  to  make  himself  4]oite 
master  of  it,  he  was  persuaded,  that  the 
nation  would  deriTe  essential  advantage 
from  the  important  facts,  and  the  sound 
and  liberal  suggestions  it  contained  upon 
that  most  diificult  and  interesting  subject 
•^the  state  of  the  national  currency.  The 
right  hon.  gent,  who  was  a  member  of 
that  committee,  when  a  question  was  to  be 
decided  in  it  refpecting'  the  restriction  of 
cash  issues  from  the  bank,  a  *  question  es- 
sentially connected  with  the  interest  of 
the  whole  commercial  body,  eame  down 
to  the  committee  with  all  the  force  he 
could  muster,  determined  to  oppose  that 
part  .of  the  report,  and  was  defeated  by  a 
haiajority  of  fourteen  to  four.  This  defeat 
was  the  more  remarkable  because  the  right 
hon.  gent  considered  the  whole  as  ai  sub- 
ject of  vital  importance,  and  had  conse- 
quently^ assembled  all  the  members  he 
could  mflucnce  to  stifle  that  part  of  the  re- 
port of  which  he  disapproved.  Whether 
after  his  disappointment  the  right  hon. 
gent,  will  look  upon  the  question  as  of  the 
same  consequence  is  not  quite  so  certain  ; 
but  unquestionably  the  majority  of  th« 
Committee,  sensible  of  the.  evils  brought 
upon  the  country  by  the  restriction,  and 
anxious  to  lay  the  foundation  of  some  re- 
medy, resisted  the  views  of  the  right  hon. 
sent. ;  and  to  their  firmness  it  was  owing, 
tnat  the  House  and  the  public  have  now 
the  benefit  of  that  part  of  the  report,  which 
it  was  his  intention  to  strangle  at  itsbirth.- 

Notwithstanding  the  'great  in^nveni- 
ence  suffered  by  tlie  public  from  the  pre- 
sent state  of  national  currency,  an  incon- 
venience  now  more  severely  felt  than  at 
any  previous  period,  it  was  not  his  opinion, 
tb«t  the  eril  waa  of  yttj  vt^ceot  powlh. 


He  appt^htndad  thai  the  calamity,  now  m 
sensibly  felt,  had  Originated  jn  1907,whaqi 
the  restriction  was  first  imposed.  It  had 
been  then  predicted,  that,  if  the  restriction 
should  continue  but  three  months,  tho 
country  would  be  ruined  ;  yet  that  ra* 
striction  had  continued  until  it  was  feared 
it  would  become  permanent :  and  though, 
national  ruin  had  not  followed,  great  and 
extensive  public  embarrassment  had  been 
the  consequence.  It  was  upon  a  vital 
question  of  this  description,  and  under 
such  eircuoBstances,  that  the  prime  minister 
of  England  had  been  foiled  by  a  majority 
of  fourteen  to  four,  and  yet  that  minister 
dared  siill  to  ding  to  office.  If  Mr.  Pitt, 
the  author  of  that  restriction,  possessing  a# 
he  did  the  unlimited  confidence  of  a  great 
majority  of  that  House,  and  of  the  nation* 
had  been  defeated  in  foch  a  way,tt  would 
have  shaken  his  administration.  The  right 
hon.  gent,  however,  having  sustained  the 
defeat,  not  only  outlived  the  shock,  bot« 
Anteeus-1  ike,  seemed  to  derive  fresh  vigour 
from  prostration  ;  maintaining  his  admi- 
nistration, and  calling  for  unlimited  confi* 
dence  from  that  House  and  from  the  coun- 
try ! 

Unable  to  give  such  confidence  4o.such 
men,  and  not  leeing  in  what  manner  three 
millions' of  money  could  be  well  applied* 
he  thought  the  vote  proposed  raucn  too 
large.  He  most  certainly  could  not  ex- 
tend each  /confidence  to  the  present  admi- 
nistration, as  to  place  at  their  disposal  so 
Urge  a  sum,  without  knowing  any  certain 
and  definite  service  to  which  it  was  to  bn 
applied.  The  sum  was  infinitely  too  larg^ 
and  the  confidence  too  great,  for  him  to 
accede  to  the  measure.  They  all  knew 
well,  that  the  King's  minister  bad  post* 
poned  the  meeting  of  parliament  this  year 
to  the  latest  possible  period;  and  they 
must  all  equally  well  know,  Uiat  he  waa 
determined  to  get  rid  of  parliament  as 
soon  as  be  possibly  could.  What  then 
was  the  natural  inft^rence,  but  that  if  he 
should  obuin  this  Vote  of  Credit,  ho 
would  avail  himself  of  it,  to  keep  parlia* 
ment  from  assembling  to  the  latest  possi- 
ble day  ?  What  he  had  already  done,  the 
right  hon.  gent,  would  do  again,  and  he 
must  repea*  the  assertion,  that  he  -liad  post* 
poned  the.  meeting  of  parliament  this  sea» 
sion,  not  upon  public  grounds,  but  for  hia 
own  private  political  purposes,— ^hat  ho 
had  not  advised  his  Majesty  to  assemble 
bis  parliament,  until  th^  last  guinea  was 
spent,  and  he  was  unable  to  go  on  longer^ 
iritbwit  obtmnrng  .^ranis  of  money  frum 
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that  House.  Genilemen  cannot  hare  for- 
l^otten  the  distractions  which  took  place 
in  the  cabinet,  during -the  last  sammer. 
The  differences  which  then  pre?ailed,  and 
the  difficulty  of  completing  the  .arrange- 
ments thereby  rendered  necessary,  a  diffi- 
culty not  got  over  till  after  December,  most 
be  fresh  in  the  recollection  of  the  House. 
Tliese  indecent  and  disgraceful  pn>ceed* 
ings>  were  reasons  for  putting  off  the 
meeting  of  parliament,  which  the  right 
hon.  gent,  could  not  assemble,  until  he 
had  patched  up  some  sort  of  an  adminis- 
tration, with  which  to  face  parliament. 
It  was  scarcely  possible,  that  the  shame- 
ful scenes  which  took  place  last  summer, 
should  be  renewed,  but  yet  from  every 
appearance  at  the  close  of  the  last  session, 
any  one  might  have  thought  it  morally 
impossible^  that  such  vile  intrigues  as  were, 
at  that  time  in  progress,  could  have  been 
conceived,  still  less  acted  upon  by^honour- 
ikble  men. 

Before  he  quitted  the  consideration  of 
matters  purely  donnstic,  he  had  a. few. 
observations  to  submit  to  the  House,  on  a 
question  of  the  last  importance  to  the 
public,  which  had  occupied  much  atten- 
tion«  and  excited  no  small  degree,  of  alarm 
doring  the  last  six  weeks,  an  alarm  which 
he  trusted  had  been  principally  owing  to 
exaggerated  representations  of  danger. 
The  question  was  of  so  delicate  a  nature, 
Sfaat  he  should  not  have  thought  of  touching 
UDon  it  in  that  House,  if  it  had  not  been 
already  freely  canvassed  out  of  doors :  the 
question  he  alluded,  to,  was  the  alarming 
prospect  of  a  scanty  harvest  As  there  was 
put  too  much  reason  to  suppose,  that  the 
crop  of  the  present  year,  would  be  greatly 
short  of  an  average  crop,  be  trusted  that  no 
measures  would  be  omitted  for  procuring 
as  large  a  supply  as  possible  from  abroad. 
He  hoped  also,  that  in  the  event  of  the  vi- 
sitation of  a  scarcity,  no  legislative  interfe- 
rence should  be  resorted  to,  as  during  the 
former  infliction.  In  his  opinion  such 
laws  were  worse  than  useless,  they  were 
jnischievous,  in  such  cases ;  and  it  wonld 
infinitely  better  answer  every  purpose,  for 
9vbich  the  interference  of  the  legislature 
might  be  thought  necessary,  if  the  mem- 
bers of  the  legislatiire  were,  after  the  se- 
Saration  of  parliament,  to  use  all  their  in- 
uence.each  in  his  own  neighbourhood*  to 
put  the  people  upon  economising  against 
she  period  of  need. 

He  was  happ]^  to  add  that  the  accounts 
from  various  quarters  throughout  the  coun- 
try, <HNiCDKred  in  rrprtieoting  the. ap- 


pearance of.  all  descriptions  of  gimin^  as 
having  greatly  improved.    At  all  eTciit^^ 
he  hoped,  that  no  more  complaints  woul  J 
be  heard  of,  against  persons  for  baying  up 
corn,  or  for  monopoly.    It  must  be    ob- 
vious, that  nothing  could  so  effectually  se- 
cure a  supply  for  the  season  of  deartb^  as 
that  individuals  with  capital  should,  whilA 
grain  is  comparatively  abundant,  establish 
private  granaries  wherever  public  grana* 
ries  could  not  be  provided. 

It    was  no  unimportant  part    of    ibis 
great  question,  that  by  far  the  larger  part 
of  our  supplies  of  corn  at  present  and  tor  a 
considerable  time  past,  had  been  imported 
from  the  ports  of  France,  and   Holland. 
The  quantity  he  understood  to  have  been 
not  less  than  20,000  quarters  a  week  since 
Christmas,     if  this  source  of  supply  were 
cut  off,  tod  who  could  foresee  how  soon 
it  might,  the  consequences  might  prove 
calamitous.    But,  thank  God,  the  ports  of 
America  were  again  open,  and  offered  to 
us  a  ready  resource  and  an  ample  supply, 
provided  that  nothing  should  be  done  in* 
judiciously  to  take  that  supply  out  of  the 
market    He  did  not  mean  to  press  this 
subject  farther,  but  he  could  not  take  leave 
of  it  without  again  recommending  most 
strongly  and  most  solemnly  to  his  Majes- 
ty's ministers  to  adopt  every  measure  of 
active  and  timely  precaution,  that  may  af- 
ford any  prospect  of  warding  off  from  this 
country,  in  these  perilous  times,  the  horri- 
ble scourge  of  scarcity  and  famine. 

To  return  then  to  the  amount  of  the 
vote  under  discussion.  Upon  what  grounds, 
he  would  ask,  arising  out  of  our  foreign 
relations,  was  it,  that  so  large  a  Vote  of 
Credit  could  be  required  ?  The  Vote  of  last 
year  did  not  exceed  three  millions,  though 
Austria  had,  at  the  period  of  passing  that 
vote,  been  known  to  have  commenced  the 
war,  and  bills  even  had  been  drawn  by 
the  Austrian  cabinet  upon  London,  in  sn- 
tic i  nation  of  the  pecuniary  aid  to  be  solicit- 
ed from  this  country.  For  his  own  part  he 
had  never  foreboded  any  great  advantages 
from  the  result  of  that  war ;  but  still  the 
policy  of  aiding  Austria,  as  she  had  actu- 
ally embarked  in  the  war«  was  a  good 
ground  to  intitle  ministers  to  come  to  tbs^ 
House  for  a  Vote  of  Credit.  Scarcely 
twelve  months  had  since  elapsed,  and  not 
only  Austria  was  completely  subdued,  bat 
one  of  the  greatest  efforts  ever  made  by 
this  country  had,  so  far  from  succeeding, 
terminated  m  defeat,  disaster,  and  disgrace. 
Austria  was  now  in  alliance  with  France. 
and  that  alliance  was  cemented  by  the  mn* 


tfOll 


PARL  DEBATES,  Juvt  15,  nio.'^rou  if  OreiU  BOL 


(70t 


riage  of  Buonaparte  with  an  AustriMiprin- 
rest. '  So  that  there  coold  not  now  remain 
any  possible  chance  of  a  renewal  of  war 
vpon  the  continent,  and  consequently  so 
far  as  the  continent  was  concerned,  there 
could  be  no  occasion  for  such  a  Vote  of 
Credit 

But  if  the  right  hon,  gent,  called  for 
three  millions,  it  would  be  desirable  that 
he  should  state  to  what  point  of  Europe  he 
could  direct  the  application  of  any  arma- 
ment he  might  fit  out  with  that  sum.  The 
House  most  be  aware^  that  op  one  hand, 
every  power  in  Europe  had  been  reduced 
to  subjection  by  Buonaparte,  whilst  on  the 
other  hand,  every  thing  had  been  tried 
unsuccessfully  by  us.  A  considerable  ad- 
dition had  been  made  to  the  navy  this 
year,  and  a  very  large  establishment  voted 
for  the  army.  When  there  was  therefore 
no  point  against  which  an  expedition  could 
be  directed,  and  when  a  very  considerable 
increase  to  the  strength  of  the  army  and 
navy  had  been  already  amply  provided 
for,  for  what  other  purpose  could  the 
right  hon.  gent,  want  this  money,  hut  to 
enable  him  to  put  off  the  meeiing  of  par- 
liament to  a  distant  day? 

Having  proved  that  no  such  vote  could 
be  wanted  in  the  existing  circumstances 
of  Europe,  he  was  happy  to  be  able  to  add, 
that,  as  things  stood  now  between  Aine- 
rica  and  this  coontr}%  it  was  not  likely 
that  any  part  of  the  vote  of  credit  would 
be  wanted  so  far  as  America  was  con- 
cerned. HliTing  adverted  to  America,  he 
should  take  leave  to  say  a  few  words  in 
the  shape  of  explanation  on  the  subject  of 
some  little  diflerence  which  had  taken 
place  between  himself  and  a  rfght  hon. 
gent.  (Mr.  Canning),  respecting  the  in- 
structions under  which  Mr.  Erakme  acted. 
He  wat  the  more  desirous  of  doing  this  as 
the  right  hon.  gent,  had  spoken  on  the 
■object  in  a  former  evening,  with  a  warmth 
which  the  occasion  had  not  called  for,  and 
lie  would  own  that  the  right  hon.  gent, 
■urprised  him  as  much  by  his  heat  in  that 
instance,  as  he  had  by  his  previous  and 
extraordinary  silence,  on  other  topics. 
The  right  hon.  gent,  seemed  to  think  that 
he  had  pledged  himself  to  bring  forward  a 
question,  respectinf^  America,  in  the  shape 
of  charge  against  him,  but  no  such  pledge 
had  he  ever  given.  The  right  hon.  gent, 
had  also  complained  of  his  having  taken 
advantage  ot  the  state  of  the  House,  to 
bring  forward  the  matter  without  any 

auesti^n  immediately  before  it,  whereby 
M  right  hon.  gent,  was  precluded  from 


going  on  with  the  debate  and  speaking  in 
hhi  own  justification ;    from  tnis  chargt 
Mr.  Whitbread  could  vindicate   himselG 
and  he  would  appeal  to  the  right  hon.  gent 
'  himself  for  the  fulness  of  his  vindication. 
On  the  Friday  be  bad  told  the  right  horn 
gent.,  that  on  the  Monday  following,  ha 
should  be  prepared  to. state  bis  opinion^ 
respecting  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Erskine,  and- 
of  the  right  hon.  gent,  towards  that  mi* 
nister.    On  the  Monday  he  had  a  motion 
to  make  relative  to  the  stamp  office,  and 
with  the  few  words  he  had  to  say  upon  thi^ 
business  he  had  intepded  to  'have  coupled 
his  opinions  upon  the  American  question. 
He  waited  till  the  hitest  period  of  the 
night  for  the  arrival  of  the  right  hon.  gent,, 
before  he  made  his  motion ;  and  as  he  did 
not  come  to  the  House  that  night  at  a]],he« 
(Mr. Whitbread),  had  not  touched  apon  tho 
subject  then.    He  was  therefore  reduced 
to  the  necessity  of  acting  irregularly  in 
delivering  his  opinion  at  the  time  he  did, 
which  was  upon  the  first  appearance  of 
the  right  hon.  gent,  and  having  waited,  in 
courtesy  to  the  right  hon.  gent,  till  it  had 
suited  him  to  come  to  the  House,  he  was 
not  siltogether  prepared  for  the  reception 
which  he  had  thought  proper  to  give  hingt. 
He  had  said  enough,  he  trusted,  to  vindi- 
cate himself  from  that  part  of  the  chargn 
against  him.    He  came  next  to  the  quea* 
tion  of  difference  more  immediately  be- 
tween the  right  hon.  gent  and  himself. 
He  had  nerer  stated  that  the  right  hon. 
gent  had  told  a  tfalshood  in  the  face  of 
the  world,  that  expression  belonged  to  thn 
right  hon.  gent  himself:  what  he  had 
stated  vvas,  that  he  was  conyinced,  when 
the  additional  papers  should  be  produced, 
that  a  diflferent  impression  would  be  xnada 
by  them  on  the  House,  from  that,  whicb 
the  right  hon.  gent's  statement,  and  the 
papers  first  laid  on  the  table,  were  calcu- 
lated to  convey.    These  additional  papers 
he  had  himself  moved  for,  and  he  would 
still  contend  that  the  impression  was  dif- 
ferent ;  in  commenting  upon  the  letter  of 
the  right  hon.  gent  charging  Mr.  Erskine 
with  having  departed  from  the  spirit  as 
well  as  the  letter  of  his  instructions,  he  had 
never  imputed  to  the  right  hon.  gent  that 
he  had  used  any  personal  incivility  to-* 
wards  Mr.  Erskine.    He  had,  however,  un« 
doubted  ly  asserted,  from  the  information 
he  had  received,  that  the  conduct  of  Mr* 
Erskine  would  be   completely   justified- 
After  a  perusal  of  the  papers  he  was  ready 
to  admit  that  persons  might  form  conclu* 
sions  di&rent  firom  those  which  he  had 
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4rftwn,  atid  that  it  wan  competent  to 
tbe  right  hon.  gent,  to  assert  that  Mr. 
firsl^ne  had  deTiated  from  his  iiutraciions. 
Bat  to  him  (Mr.  Whitbread,)  it  appeared 
that  under  all  the  circumstances,  Mr.  Er« 
akine  was  justified  in  the  jine  he  bad  taken, 
and  that  another  golden  opportunity  of 
settling  our  differences  with  America  had 
been  lost,  when  the  King's  ministers  re- 
ined to  ratify  the  arrangement  made  with 
the  American  government;  for  these  rea- 
sons he  had  forborne  to  make  any  motion 
•n  the  subject  of  America.  Other  reasons 
would  have  rendered  the  expediency  of 
•amy  aeMtionupon  the  subject  questionable ; 
he  should  be  sorry  tp  disturb  th^  smooth- 
<&i88  with  which  it  was  understood  things 
were  now  going  on  with  America,  and 
aboye  all,  wat  right  hon.  gent,  was  no 
longer  In  office. 

Having  said  so  much  as  to  America,  he 
could  not  refrain  from  making  a  few  ob- 
•aervatiodS  upon  a  great  «vent,  wdich  ac- 
cording to  late  iqtelligence  from  that 
quarter  had  taken  place  in  the  American 
legislature;  and  which  presented  a  new 
opportunity  of  combining  America  with 
this^country  against  the  interests  of  France. 
If  this  was  not  sufficient  to  prove  the  dis- 
position of  America  to  amicable  adjust- 
ment, and  to  put  to  the  test  the  sincerity 
of  the  British  govemment«  what  more, 
he  would  ask,  could  be  required  of  Ame- 
rica ?  Could  ahe  do  any  thing  more  to  de- 
monstrate her  impartiality  without  an  ab- 
aolute  surrender  of  her  national  independ- 
ence by  the  unqualified  adoption  of  our 
cause ,  and  by  direct  and  ianmedhite  hos- 
tility againit  France.  Having  resorted  to 
the  line  of  policy,  of  which  the  informa- 
tion had  been  recently  received  ;  having 
taken  off  ber  embargo ;  having  opened  her 
fwtB  to  the  commerce  of  both  belligerents, 
and  havhig  placed  the  military  marine  of 
both  on  an  equal  footing  with  respect  to 
eschision  from  her  waters,  what  more,  in 
the  name  of  Ood,  could  America  do  against 
France  ?  what  ought  this  country  to  do 
tlien  In  this  most  fortunate  conjuncture  ? 
What !  but  rescibd  her  orders  in  council , 
aind,  by  thus  taking  advantage  of  the  just 
■nd  honest  feelings  of  iiritation  excited  in 
the  American  government  by  the  mad- 
mss  of  Buonaparte  (tor  he  could  call  it  by 
«o  other  name)  in  confiscating  iheir  ships, 
laake  America  unite  with  this  country  and 
engage  against  France.  But  then  there 
^(cmamed  the  point  oi  honour  to  be  consi- 
dered. This  country  cannot  rescind  her 
crdera  incooncti  ttU«America^ifaaU  oblige 


the*  enemy  to  revoke  his  nojost  decreea> 
How  is  she  to  compel  France  to  this  ntce* 
sure  ?    If  this  be  required  of  her,  wfts  it 
not  obvious  that  it  would  make  the  repeal 
of  the  British  orders  in  council   depend 
upon  a  condition,  abaolntely  bevond  the 
power  of  America  to  comply  with*  in  fitctt 
to  demand  of  her  an  impossibility  ?  If  abe 
was  unable  to  effect  this  before,  how  was 
it  to  be  expected  that  she  could  acGoaiplti& 
it  now,  that  she  had  adopted  a  line  of  po* 
licy  which  though  resulated  by  a  epirit  of 
just  impartiality  would  yet  be  oonaidered 
by  Buonaparte  as  a  demonatration  against 
France  ?  Was  not  the  commerce  of  France 
with  America  completely  interdicted  and 
annihilated.    And  did  not  that  aitoation 
of  these  two  nations  open  an  invaJoable 
opportunity  to  this  countrvt-by  the  meam 
of  a  liberal  and  enlighteoeo  policy,  to  noake 
America  combine  with  hef  againat   the 
enemy  ?  He  would  not  oo  that  occaaion  go 
into  a  consideration  of  what  waa,  and  what 
had  produced,  the    present  situation  of 
American  councils  and  policy'.:    it   was 
enough  for  him  to  know,  that  this  aitaation 
was  nvourable  to  an  accommodatioo^  and 
he  was  perfectljr  satisfied,  that  the  &Ise 
point  of  honour^  under  such  circumstances 
ought  to  be  altogether  disregarded,  and 
every  measure  of  conciliation  taken,  which 
might  promote  that  most  desirable  con- 
summation-—an  union  of  America  with 
this  country  in  a  common  cause  against 
France. 

Having  disposed    of  that    topic,    he 
wished  to  be  informed,  whether  any  part 
of  the  vote  of  credit  was  to  tie  wanted  as 
against  America.    He  remembered  well, 
that  at  the  contmeocement  of  the  session 
an  hon.  gent,  a  lord  of  the  admiralty 
(Mr.    Ward)    proposed   a    conaidersbie 
augmentation  bf  the  navy,  in  order  that 
goverDtnent  might  b^  prepared,  in  the 
event  of  its  beinff  neceasary  to    employ 
any  part,  of  the  British  naval  force  againat 
America.     No  gart  of  the  vote  of  credit 
then  could  be  wanted  for  the  increase  of 
the  navy,  which  had  already  been  en- 
larged to  an  extent,  beyond  any  thing, 
which  any  possible  exigency  could  require, 
in  contemplation  of  a  contingency,  no 
longer  likely    to   happen.    There   were 
but  lew  other  countries,  where  even  tbe 
vigour  of  the  king's  ministers  could  look 
with  any  prospect  of  disposing  of  any 
part  of  this  vote  of  credit.    Sweden  wsa 
now  gone,  she  had.  made  her  peace  with 
the  enemy,  and  he  was  happy  to  find^ 
that  ahe  bad  been  left  per&dijr  at  liboy 
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so  to  do  by  bis  majesty's  ministers.  We 
hvd  not  an  ally  in  the  North  upon 
whom  a  single  shilKng  of  the  vote  could 
be  lavished.  What  countries  remained 
then  but  the  peninsula  and  Sipily  ?  llie 
■situation  of  the  former,  as  the  more  im- 
portant, he  woold  reserve  till  the  last,  and 
would  come  to  it  afler  he  had  made  a  few 
observations  on  the  state  of  Sicily. 

It  would  not,  be  was  persuaded,  be  af- 
firmed, that  the  vote  of  credit  proposed,  or 
Any  part  of  it,  would  be  wanted  for  any 
service  conneeted  with  Sicily.    Every  oc- 
casion that  could  possibly  arise  in  that 
country,  had  already  been  amply  pro- 
vided for  by  a  Rrant^  in  the  present  ses- 
sion of  100,000?  more  than  the  amount  of 
tbe  subsidy  paid  to  the  king  of  Sicily  in 
the  last  year.    And  here  he  must  beg  oT 
the  House  always  to  bear  in  mind  the  pre- 
carious situation  of  Sicily  ;  precarious  not 
as  a  military  position,  but  from  the  noto- 
rious fact  of  the  people  being  disaffected 
to  their  government.    He  would  readily 
admit,  that  we* had  no  right  to  interfere 
with  the  municipal  policy  of  that  country. 
But  we  were  bound,  if  we  could,  by  timely 
and  salutary  advice,  to  induce  some  change 
in  that  system  of  government,  and  those 
measures  of  internal  administration,  which 
spread  disaffection   throughout  the  com- 
munity, because  if  that  disaffection  should,' 
as  it  most  probably  would,  break  out  into 
a  popular  ferment,  it  must  be  kept  down 
hy  British  troops.     Whilst  our  army  was 
likely  to  be  employed  in  such  a  service, 
our  troops  were  subjected  to  severe  exac- 
tions ;  and  Great  Britain,  in  the  island  of 
8icily,  was  in  fact  one  of  the  least  favoured 
nations  in  point  of  commerce.  The  British 
army,  upon  which  the  Sicilian  government 
relied  for  its  defence  both  internal  and  ex- 
ternal, was  oppressed  by  that  very  govern- 
ment, and  an  olSgect  of  jealousy  to  the 
people  for  the  support  it  gave  to  a  govern- 
ment so  justly  odious.  What,  then,  must  be 
the  very  critical  situation  of  theBritisharmy 
"  in  case  of  any  serious  attack  *  upon  that 
island  ?    Besides,  gentlemen    should    re- 
member what  was  the  nature  and  charac- 
ter of  the  government  of  Palermo.    They 
all  knew  well  how  that  court  had  acted  at 
Kaples,  and  unless  they  should  shut  their 
eyes  against  the   lessons  of  experience ; 
if  they  would  judge  of  the  future  by  the 
past,  they  must  equally  know  that  we  had 
no  bold  upon  that  court  but  the  tie  of  in- 
terest, of  which  they  were  to  be  tbe  judges. 
The  queen,  who   had  governed  at  Naples 

im  the  occavons  bt  bftd  alluded  to^  was  no 
arok  ZTU. 
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less  the  ruler  at  Palermo,  and  it^  was  not 
without  apprehension  he  looked  to  what 
mieht  be  the  future  policy  of  that  court, 
and  what  would  be  the  inevitable  danger 
to  the  British  ^rmy  in  the  event  of  any  ca« 
priciou9  change  in  favour  of  the  enemy. 
This  was  by  no  means  to  be  considered  a 
chimerical  anticipation  of  an  improbable 
event. 

By  the  late  iparriage  of  Buonapart£ 
with  an  Austrian  princess,  a  family  con^ 
nection  was  established  between  him  and 
the  queen  of  Sicily  :  and,  however  strange 
the  supposition  might  appear  at  first,  con- 
sidering all  that  had  passed,  it  was  not  at 
all  improbable  that  that  connection  would 
lead  to  some  good  understanding  between 
the  courts  of  Palermo  and  Paris.  They 
had  already  seen  a  letter '  said  to  have 
been  written  hy  *  Buonajparte  to  the  queen 
of  Naples ;  upon  its  authenticity  he  would 
not  undertake  to  decide.  But  there  had 
appeared  lately  in  print  some  letters  (al* 
luding  to  the  letters  found  on  the  baron 
de  Kolli)  still  more  extraordinary,  and 
were  they  not  since  found  to  be  genuine 
and  authentic  ?  He  was  satisfied  that  the 
adequate  means  will  be  systematically  em*^ 
ployed  by  Buonapacte,  until  at  leogthi 
the  alliance  with  this  country  shall  bp 
broken  off  at  Palermo,  and  a  close  connec- 
tion established— founded  on  the  adoption 
of  his  continental  system  against  us,  sub- 
stituted for  it.  Let  gentlemen  then  but 
consider,  what  would  be  tbever^  alarming 
situation  of  the  British  army,  in  case  of 
an  attack  on  the  part  of  the  enemy,  se* 
cretly  abetted  by  the  court  of  Palermo  ! 
What  is  its  actual  situation  but  that  of 
police  agents  restraining  the  population  of 
Sicily  from  acts  of  violence  against  their 
grinding  tyrannical  government  i 

If  then,  as  he  had  endeavoured  to  shew^ 
no  part  of  the  vote  of  credit,  which  his 
Majesty's  ministers  had  thought  it  right 
to  demand,  could  be  wanted  either  for 
America  or  Sicily  ;  and  if  there  was  not, 
as  the  House  must  be  sensible  there  was 
not,  a  single  point  in  Europe,  to  which  a 
British  expedition  could  noW  be  sent,  not 
alone  without  any  prospect  of  success,  but 
without  a  certainty  of  destruction,  upon 
what  rational  ground  could  that  Hou^e  be 
induced  to  place  so  large  a  sum  at  their 
disposal  ?  The  continuance  of  the  contest 
in  the  peninsula  by  no  mcan^i  woold  jo^ 
tify  such  a  vote,  because  the  most  ample 
provision  had  already  been  made  in  the 
annual  estimates  for  the  force  necessary  to 
be  maintained  in  Spain  and  Portogai« 
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There  npw  only  remained  for  him  to 
conBider  the  present  cir*  amstances  of  the^ 
peninsula.  This  subject,  which  from  the 
magnitude  of  the  interests  at  insue,  and 
the  nature  of  the  consequences,  that  may 
result  from  an  improvident  perseverance 
in  the  hopeless  contest,  he  looked  upon  as 
of  the  highest  moment,  he  had  reserved  to 
the  last,  m  order,  that,  by  previously  dis- 
patching every  other  topic,  he  might  be 
isnabled  to  submit  his  views  upon  it  in  an 
nnbroken  tenor.  He  could  assure  the 
House,  however,  that  it  was  not  his  inten- 
tion to  go  at  any  length  into  the  papers 
lipon  the  table ;  though  he  mqst  be  al- 
lowed to  give  way  to  an  expression  of  his 
regret,  that  there  had  not  been  in  that* 
HqQse,  in  the  whole  course  of  the  session, 
^ny  partipular  discussion  upon  the  affairs 
pf  Spain.  Pie  bad  likewise  ta  lament  that 
^^pghthpn.  friend  of  his  (Mr.  Sheridan) 

,  bad  iVpm  time  to  time  put  off  the  motion 
pf  yvhich  he^  had  early  given  notice  upon 
the  subject,  until  at  length  he  had  aban- 
doned  it  altogether.     Whatever  difference 

.  of  opinion  mi^ht  exist  between  him  and 
|iis  right, hon.  friend,  he  stiU  wished  that 
^be  cliM^ussion  should  have  taken  place, 
and  tbfit  the  House  of  Commons  should 
pot  have  been  exposed  to  the  slur  of  hav- 
ing omitted,  during  an  entire  session,  to  pass 
apy  opinion  upon  or  gj ve  any  consideration 
pi  the  most  momentous  point  that  could  have 
pom9  und'er  their  consideration.  He  was 
extremely  sorry  that  the  last  star  (Mr. 
$heridan)  in  that  brilliant  constellation  of 
prators,  uho  were  at  the  same  time  the 
pride  and  ornament  of  their  age  and  na- 
llpn,  should  have  let  slip  such  an  oppor- 

.  lunity  of  again  displaying  the  extent  of 
his  exalte^  powers* and  commanding  elo- 
quence. 

When  he  looked  bac|c  to  the  votes 
frhich.that  House  had  been  called  upon  to 
give  on  questions  connected  with  this  sub« 

i'ect^  he  must  contend,  that  they  had  not 
»^en  treated  with  all  the  fairness  and  at- 
tention to  which  parliament'  was  in  all 
pases  intitled.  Why,  he  would  wish  to 
^npw.  ))ad  they  not  more  information  lai^ 
ppon  their  table,  btrfore  they  had  been  re- 
quired to  vote  their  thanks  to  lord  Wel- 
lington }  When  the  House  was  induced  to 
pass  that  vote,  what  had  been  i|i  reality 
the  ei^tf  nt  of  their  information  oo  the  va- 
rious qMCstions  connected  with  the  merits 
pf  the  action,  for  which  ihey  were  to  be- 
stow the  hivh  honour  and  transcendant 
reward  of  the  thanks  of  parliament  ?  vV'bo 
thep  ka^w  of  th^  io^becility  or  treachery 


of  the  Supreme  Junta  ?*-Who  knew  of  the 
extreme  incapacity  or  grata  oiisconduct 
of  general  Cuestar— Who  knevir    of   tbe 
dire  distresses  and  privations  to  which  the 
British  army  was  exposed  before  the  bait- 
tie  of  Talavera,  and  after  that  battle  irheo 
obliged  to  retreat? — ^Who  knew   that   in 
that  action  above   4,000  Spaubh    troops 
deserted  their  colours  and  fled  with  preci- 
pitation, throwing  away  their  annit,   and 
stripping  off  their  regimental  clothing  b«* 
fore  they  received  a  shot  from  the  enemy. 
terri6ed  at  the  sound  ot  their  own  fire  ? — 
Who  kn^w,  that  at  the  bridge  of  Arco- 
bispo  the  Spanish  troops,  (though  it  mon 
be  admitted  that  in  both  actions,  some  of 
their  corps  behaved  extremely  welt)  acted 
in  the  Same  dastardly  manner,  and  Oed  in 
all  directions  without  wailing  for  the  fire 
of  the  enemy  ?— Who  knew,  that  for.  these 
repeated  instances   of   pusillanimity    and 
flight,  the  horribh^  measure  of  decimation 
for  capital  punishment  had  not  only  been 
held  out  as  a  menace,  but  inflicted  as  aq 
example? — Who  knew,  that  a  vile  traitor 
had  been  sent  by  the  Junta  aii  commissary 
to  lord  Wellington's  army — a  traitor,  who 
whilst  writmg  to  lord  Wellington  thai  the 
magazines  at  Truxillo  fdimld  be  appro- 
priated to  the  use  of  the  British  army,  was 
actually  taking  measures  to  apply  them  to 
another  purpose;  and  whom  lord  Welling- 
ton had  afterwards  the  opportuity  of  con- 
victing of  the  treachery  to  his  face  by 
producing  a  letter  in  his  own  hand  writ- 
ing, stating  his  determination  to  appro- 
priate these  same  magazines  at  Truxillo 
to  that  other  purpose  ?<— Who  knew,  or 
coqid  suspect  after  the  very  eloquent  pa- 
negyric pronounced   Ia4  se^ion .  by  the 
right  hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Canning)  upon  the 
members  of  the  Junta,  thai  they  would 
hav^  wasted  the  season  of  activity  anci 
enterprise  in  low  intrigues,  or  postponed 
the  vital  interests  of  their  country  to  the 
prosecution  of  their  own  selfish  objects 
and  the  gratification  of  their  criminal  per^* 
sonal    ambition  ?— Who    knew    that  tba 
army  of  lord  Wellington  had  been  re- 
.ceived  in  Spain,  which  it  entered  to  pro- 
tect it,  in  a  manner  in  which  no  arojy  had 
ever  been  received  in  any   fi'iendly  er 
even  neutral  country  ?  What  hon.  me  nlier 
was  in  possession,  at  the  time,  of  a  particle 
of  information   upon   any  one  of  tbesa 
points?  And  yet  the  Hou«e  should  hava 
had  the  fullest  information  upon  all,  be- 
fore it  was  called  on  to  vote  its  thaokn  for 
the  victory  of  Talavera.     What  be  had  to 
complaio  of  therefore  wHi^  that  the  ftjiiei| 
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ioformtltoii  upon  these  and  varioot  other 
equally-  important  heads  was  detailed  in 
th«  papera  on  the  table;  that  moat  of 
tbeae  papers  were  at  the  time  in  the  pos« 
^eaaioD  or  his  Majestv^s  ministers;  and  that, 
neyerthelesi,  they  had  not  thought  fit  to 
ibmish  that  Hoiise  with  any  of  these  do- 
cuments so  essentially  necessary  to  ena- 
ble them  to  form  a  correct  judgment  upon 
m  questioil  which  they  were  called  upon 
to  decide. 

It  would  be. endless  to  enumerate  all 
the  instances  of  the  deplorable  weakness 
and  the  criminal  misconduct  of  the  go- 
Temment  of  Spain.  Under  such  imbe- 
cility and  impoience  it  was  impossible  to 
look  upon  the  caose  of  Spain,  at  any  pe- 
riod of  it,  otherwise  than  as  hoprleds  of 
auccessi  and  certain  of  ultimate  subjection. 
Had  they  it  not  on  the  authority  of  Mr^ 
Frere,  that  the  only  military  men  in  6pain 
competent  to  command  an  army,  were 
Blake  and  the  duke  of  Albuquerque;  and 
was  it  not  the  fact,  that,  at  a  time  when  it 
was  so  essential  to  the  maintenance  of 
their  cause,  if  any  eftbrt  could  now  main- 
tain it,  to  place  all  their  best  officers  at 
the  head  of  their  remaining  troops,  the 
duke  of  Albuquerque  was,  through  a  low 
and  abominable  intrigue,  at  present  in 
London  in  a  diplomatic  character }  With 
all  thift,  and  infinitely  more  before  their 
eye^,  could  they  be  so  weak,  so  credulous, 
so  infatuated  as  to  ea^pect  any  fortunate 
result  from  a  caose  so  grossly  mismanaged 
and  so  foully  betrayed  ? 

At  the  time  the  Spanish  nation  first 
burst  forth  into  active  Resistance  to  the 
Qsurpation  -  of  France,  he  was  ready  to 
avow,  that  he  felt  sanguine  in  their  causci 
because  he  confidently  expected  that  in 
the  prosecution  of  the  contest  they  would 
have  displayed  the  same  energies,  the 
aame  generous  ardour,  the  same  heroic 
character  which  had  ft>een  the  proud  dis- 
tinction of  their  ancestors  in  the  best  pe^* 
riods  of  their  history.  The  result,  how- 
ever, had  frustrated  bisifond  expectatious» 
and  with  whatever  reluctant  feelings  he 
found  himself  constrained  bji;  the  irresistible 
lorce  of  facts  oncontroverted  and  iucontro« 
Tertible,  to  exchange  the  agreeable  antici- 

Cion  of  the  ultimate  triumph,  for  the  me- 
choly  certainty  of  the  present  despera- 
tion of  their  cause.  When  he  found  the 
Jonta  of  government  incapable  of  vigorous 
exertion  ;  when  he  saw  all  their  measures 
tending  only  to  min  the  cawe  which  they 
proiafsed  to  sustain;  when  he  found,  that 
lord  WeUiBftonj  durinyf  the  whole  of  Jus 


progress  ^through  the  country  coutd  dia« 
cover  no  energy  in  the  people,  except  iit 
packing  op  their  moveables  and  in  their 
sudden  flight,  at  the  appearance  of  m 
French  patrol,  and,  that  that  general  could 
neither  procm'e  biscuit  for  his  men, 'nor  fo- 
rage for  his  cavalry  in  any  partof  the  coun* 
try,  how  in  the  name  of  Heaven  could  he 
think,  that  We  ought  to  continue  to  assist 
such  a  cause  ?  •  We  might,  if  we  could  be  so 
infatuated,  send  out  our  last  man  to  starve 
in  Spain,  but  with  such  apathy  in  the  peo« 
pie,  and  such  ignorance  and  incbropetenca 
in  the  government,  it  was  actually  impoa* 
sible,  unless  a  total  revolution  in  the  rael* 
ings  and  conduct  of  the  Spaniards  should 
take  place,  that  any  effectual  stand  coold 
be  made  there. 

The  hurry  in  which  the  business  of 
the  session  had  been  forced  upon  their  at- 
tention, must  necessarily  have  prevented 
gentlemen,  from  being  able  to  look  with 
any  diligence  into  the  papers  upon  the 
table ;  if  they  had  examined  them  they 
would  have  found  that  there  never  had 
existed  a  goyernment  in  Spain  since  the 
first  moment  of  the  general  rising,  round 
which  the  Spaniards*  could,  or  would 
rally.  From  the  first  to  the  last  all  was 
suspicion,  jealousy,  caballing  and  intrigue* 
There  was  neither  wisdom  in  their  coon* 
cils,  strength  in  their  measures,  nor  en* 
terprise  in  their  operations.  The  con- 
duct of  that  government  was  marked 
throughout  by  a  jealousy  and  distrust  of 
us,  until  the  presence  of  a  British  army, 
was  necessary  for'  their  salvation,  and 
then  by  an  ungrateful  neglect  to  provide 
the  means  for  its  support  whilst  fighting 
their  own  battles  in  their  own  country. 
It  appeared  from  the  papers,  that,  when 
lord  Wellington  and  general  Cuesta  form* 
ed  a  junction  after  the  battle  of  Talaverk^ 
the  army  of  Cuesta  was  uni4'ormly  and 
abundantly  supplied*  whilst  the  British 
army  was  aoffertng  every  privation  ;  and 
so  for  was  Cuesta  firom  allowing  the 
brave  defenders  of  his  country  40  par* 
ticipate  in  \he  abundance  of  his  supplies^ 
as  they  had  sustained  the  brant  of  the 
battle,  that  parties  of  the  Spaniards  were 
actually  engaged  in  intercepting  our 
convoys  and  cutting  off  the  supplies  pro* 
vided  for  the  British  army.  Yet  it  was  at 
such  a  moment,  when  the  absolute  want 
of  every  necessary  obliffcd  lord  Welling* 
ton  to  retreat,  when  his  mind  was  bar* 
rassed  with  devising  the  means  of  re* 
lieving  his  wants,  and  his^  heart  agonised  - 
ittwitnessii 
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his  brare  .troops  were  subjected,  withoot 
bis  having  a  possibility  of  remoying  them, 
H'  Was  at  that  moment  that  he  was  in- 
iulted  by  charges  on  the  part  of  the  Junta 
that  he  was  deserting  their  caase,  and 
that  Cuesta  had  the  modesty  to  assert  to 
him  that  it  was  the  principle  of  the  Eng- 
lish not  to  tight.  Good  God«  then !  with  all 
these  facts  in  their  recollection^  was  it  pos- 
ble  that  they  should  ever  consent  to  send 
another  man  into  Spain  ?  Could  they  expose 
another  army  in  a  country,  where  our 
brave  soldiers  were  nearly  starved,  whilst 
the  Spanish  armies  were  abundantly  sup- 
plied ?  where  even  the  French  armies  were 
well  supplied,  and  horses,  and  prisoners 
well  fed,  wiiilst  the  horses  df  the  British 
cavalry  were  scarcely  able  to  move  for 
want  of  forage  ?  Was  it  possible  that  they 
should  determine  to  go  on  to  the  last  upon 
the  mere  point  of  honour  ?  For  his  own 
part,  as  he  considered  the  contest  hopeless, 
he  was  of  opinion  that  the  sooner  the 
question  was  decided  the  better  :  and 
under  that  impression  he  wished  sincerely 
that  lord  Wellington  and  his  brave  army 
were  safe  back.  If  that  noble  general, 
however,,  should  be  attacked  in  the  posi- 
tion he  occupied,  he  had  no  doubt  he 
would  obtain  a  most  .glorious  victory,  but, 
he  feared,  like  the  victory  obtained  at  Ta- 
lavef a  it  would  prove  barren  and  unproduc- 
tive. It  would  give  the  French  another 
specimen  of  British  valour,  but  he  must 
deprecate  9uch  a  waste  of  human  life 
for  the  mere  purpose  of  shawing  what  has 
been  so  frequently  and  fully  demon- 
strated; 

He  must  here  beg  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  House  to  another  braOch  of  the 
question,  though  perhaps  of  minor  conside- 
ration when  comparca  with  the  topics  he 
had  been  just  discussing.  The  House 
must  recollect  the  enormous  amount  of 
supplies  of  every  description  which  had 
been  sent  from  this  country  to  Spain.  In 
what  manner,  he  would  ask,had  these  sup- 
plies b^ii  disposed  of?  From  the  constant 
demana  reiterated  from  the  same  quarters, 
it  would  seem  they  had  fallen  into  a 
gulph  which  swallowed  them  up.  But  who 
were  actually  in  possession  of  the'clothes 
and  arms  furnished  by  England  to  Spain  ? 
The  French  troops.  When^the  Spaniards 
fled  they  always  threw  down  their  arms 
and  cast*  off  their  clothes  for  the  greater 
facility  of  flight,  and  the  better  pros- 
pact  .of  security  in  case  of  capture.  This 
was  no  idle  statement :  the  account  was 
given  by  lord  Wellixigton  himself,  in  one 


of  his  dispatches ;  and  tn  truth  the  eootenta 
of  these  dispatches  were  alone  soffictent 
to  shew  him  h<\w  jittle  was  to  be  expected 
from  the  Spanish  people.  He  was  bound, 
however,  in  fairness  aiid  justice,  to  ex- 
cept some  splendid  instanoes  of  undaunted 
valour,  and  exemplary  heroism,  which 
hsd  been  displayed  in  particular  places, 
such  as  the  defend  ot  Saragossa,  and 
Gerona,  of  which  it  was  impossible  to 
speak  in  too  extravagant  terms.  Bat  that 
battle  was  now  over ;  and  thongh  we 
might  find  resources  to  continue  to  send 
out  men  to  Spain,  and  we  may  succeed  in 
protracting  the  struggle,  yet  it  vraa  not 
any  assistance  of  ours  which  could,  in  his 
opinion,  prevent  the  final  subjugation  of 
the  peninsula. 

It  had  been  represented,  and  was  ad- 
mitted, that  the  Portuguese    troops  had 
greatly  improved  in  discipline  and  effici- 
ency, but  their  steadiness  was  yet  to  be 
tried  :  and  even  supposing  them  equal  to 
British  troops,  what  chance  woala    that 
give  of  any  progress  in  Spain  ?    Was  any 
man  so  absurd  as  to  Imagine,  that  if  the 
French  were  once  completely  masters  of 
Spain,  the  force  now  in  Portugal  would 
be  sufficient  to  maintain  possession  of  that 
country  against  the  whole  concentrated 
power  of  France  ?  He  trusted  they  should 
not  soon  again  hear  of  a  British  army  ad- 
vancing into  Spain.     It  was  scarcely  to 
have  been  supposed,  that  such  an  eveiit 
would  have  so  soon  occurred,  after  the  fatal 
experience  of  sir  John  Moore's  camfiaign. 
The  experiment,  however,  had  again  been 
tried ; .  lord  Wellington  not  only  advanced 
into  Spain,  but  staid  there,  until  the  want 
of  all  supplies  obliged  him  to  withdraw; 
it  was  to  be  hoped,  therefore,  that  no 
British  army  would  again  be  sent  into 
Spain,  until  a  physical  security  of  the 
cessary  supplies  should  be  obtained. 

As  things  now  stood  Spain,  was  ci 
pletely  closed  against  us.  So  far  iiuaa 
looking  to  any.  progress  of  the .  British 
arms  m  Spain,  the  wLole  nation,  as  well 
without,  as  within  that  House,  was  ex* 
pecting  momentarily  the  iatelligeoce  of 
that  victory,  which  he  was  confident 
would  be  glorious,  though  he  feared  it 
would  be  barren,  and  which  would  he  the 
result  of  any  attack  upon  the  British  anny 
on  the  Portuguese  frontier.  Were  they  not 
apprised  thatMaasana  had  Arrived  atSala^ 
manca,  and  taken,  the  command  of  the 
French  amy  ?  Was.  it  not  known,  that  be 
was  concentrating  his  force  te  mahaaa 
attack  upon  lord  WeUingtaoi  andwsaii 
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not  Ukelyf  that  lord  Wellingtoo   would 
consequently  be  committed  with  the  al- 
lied   army    against   aoperior   numbers  ?- 
Wbalever  might  be  the  case  he  had  no 
doubt  of  yictory    attending  the  British 
arms,  but  he .  was  no  less  sure,  that  such 
triumph  would  be  fruitless,  and  that  the 
British  army  would  be  compelled  to  em- 
bark in  the  course  of  a  very  short  space  of 
time  afte^  the  achievement.     What  must 
be  done  at  last,  he  thought  ought  to  be 
done  in  time :  the  sooner,  therefore,  the 
British  army  should  be  withdrawn,  the 
more  it  would  be  for  our  benefit.     Opera- 
tions in  Spain  were  quite  out  of  the  ques- 
tion.    It  was  not  upon  the  arena  of  Por- 
tugal that  we  could  fight  ibr  Europe :  and 
if  we  should  be  mad  enough  to  attempt  it, 
the  final  reduction  of  Portugal  woula  ne- 
cessarily follow  the  subjugation  of  Spain. 
What  obstacle  was  there,  in  fact,  to  the 
conquest  of  Spain  at  present  ?  All  that  we 
possessed   in  Spain  was  confined  to  the 
fortress  of  Cadiz.  Even  there  we  bad  been 
at  first  refused  admittance.     The  right 
hon.gent  over  against  him  (Mr.  Canning) 
had  admitted  on  a  former  night  that  he 
had  wished  much  to  secure  that  fortress, 
yet  such  had  been  the  besotted  jealousy 
of  the  Supreme  Junta,  that  they  denied 
entrance  to  the  British  Uoops  sent  out  to 
secure  that  most  important  post  for  them. 
Though  he  had  stated  strongly  his  con- 
viction, that  the  cause  of  the  Spaniards 
was  hopeless,  and  the  ultimatb'subjugation 
of  the  whole  peninsula  by  the  French,  he 
feared,  was  but  too  certain,  he  plainly  saw, 
however,  4hat  the  French  had  still  much 
to  do  in  Spain  ;  it  would  be  a  most  uneasy 
possession;  if  even  they  could  succeed  in 
the  reduction  of  Cadiz  the  contest  would 
not  be  over,  nor  would  their  work  be  com- 
plete.     But  this  consideration  alone  was 
not  sufficient  to  induce  this  country  to 
«:ihaust  its  resources  by  prolonging  the 
struggle,  when  firopi  the  experience  of  the 
past  no  future  co-operation  was  to  be  ex- 
pected, either  fi-om  the  charactef  of  the 
government,  or  the  moral  or  physical  ener- 
gies of  the  people,  at  a  time  when  France, 
disengaged  from  other  objects,  was  at  li- 
berty to  employ  all  her  vast  military  re- 
sources fox  her  snbjugauoo.    With  all  his 
heart  and  soul,  therefore,  he  wished  the- 
British  army  was  safe  out  of  Spain  and 
Portugal ;  for  he  could  never  allow,  that 
the  protracting  the.  period  of  their  final 
conquest,  for  a  short  time,  was  of  any  valu^ 
when  compared  wilh  the  waste  of  means 
and  ictonrces»  'which  would  be  a  certain 


consequence  of  the  undertaking.  It  should 
be  remembered  that  lord  Wellington  had 
stated,  in  one  of  his  dispatches,  that  if  the 
French  were  to  take  up  a  position  l^hind 
the  Ebro,  he  could  not  with  the  whole 
force  of  Spain,  supported  by  40,000  British 
troops,  make  any  impression  upon  them,* 

He  had  dwelt  thus  at  length  on  this  topic, 
not  only  on  account  of  its  superior  import- 
ance, but  because  it  was  a  subject  least 
understood,  in  as  much  as  few  gentlemen 
could  have  had  an  opportunity  of  reading  * 
the  papers.  Any  one  who  did  must  be 
shocked  to  the  soul  at  the  horrible  scenes 
of  cruelty,  by  %iray  of  retaliation,  which 
were  acted  in  that  country,  to  v»hich  he 
fetired  we  might  be  considered,  in  some 
degree,  parties.  What  could  justify  the 
terrible  act  of  retaliation  for  the  excesses 
of  the  corps  of  Ney  and  Soult,  of  drown- 
ing  700  prisoners  in  cold  blood  ?  What 
could  apologize  for  the  cold  indifference 
with  which  the  deed  itself  is  relatea  ? 

Before  he  sat  down  he  would  wish  to 
ask,  what  was  the  policy  of  bis  Majesty'a 
government  with  regard  to  the  ffovern- 
ment  of  Spain  ?  He  bad  read  with  great 
satisfaction  the  dispatches  on  this  subject 
written  by  the  noble  marquis,  late  our 
ambassador  extraordinary  to  the  Supreme 
Junta,  and  now  at  the  head  of  the  foreign 
department.  He  could  scarcely  believe 
that  the  noble  marquis  who  wrote  those 
able  and  important  dispatches^  could  have 
been  the  author  of  that  notable,  bat  ab- 
surd plan,  for  stealing  Ferdinsind  VII.  ' 
from  France ;  a  plan,  which  as  the  papers 
stated,wasfrustratedbyFerdinandVILhim- 
self  denouncing  the  emissary  to  the  French 
government.  ..  Bot  suppose  the  plan  had 
succeeded,,  and  that  the  baron  de  Kolli, 
aided  by  captain  Colbourne  with  3  ships 
under  his  command,  had  brousht  away  . 
Ferdinand  VII.  what  would  his  majesty's 
ministers  have  done  with  him?  What 
were  their  views  with  regard  to  the  pre- 
sent government  of  Spain?  That  the  pre- 
sent government  was  not  better  than  the 
Junta,  they  had  a  most  convincing  proof 
in  the  presence  in  this  country  of  the 
brave  and  patriotic  duke  of  Albuquerque, 
who  had  been  sent  from  the  command  of 
the  array  with  which  he  saved  Cadis,  by 
a  dirty  intrigue  that  would  deprive  mt 
country  of  his  military  serf  ices  at  a  mo- 
ment so  critical.  He  trusted,  therefore, 
that  the  Chaocellor  of  the  Exchequer 
would  afford  to  the  House  some  explana- 
tion of  the  policy .  he  intended  to  pursue 
on  the  part  of  this  country,  with  regard  to 
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the  present  or  any  fature  government  of 
S^pain. 

He  had  lhu&  laid  before  the  House  hia 
conscientious  opinions  upon  the  Tarioea 
important  subjects^  internal  knd  foreign, 
connected  vvith  the  essential  interests  of 
this  country. '  The  general  result  of  the 
whole  was,  that  in  Europe,  all  was  lost, 
every  bright  prospect  had  closed.  In 
the  other  hemisphere,  however,  if  wise 
measures  were  pursued,  greatsceneawould 
rapidly  be  deTeloped.  South  America 
presented  a  spacious  field.  His  Majesty's 
ministers  should  devote  their  most  serious 
attention  to  that  country,  because  iipon 
the  policy  they  should  adopt  with  regard  to 
theSoothAmerican  colonies  and  the  United 
States,  would,  in  a  great  measure,  de- 
pend, whether  this  should  remain  a  great 
nation  after  the  total  loss  of  Europe.  To 
think  of  the  conquest  of  Spanish  America, 
wonld.be  downright  madness:  to  assist 
her  people  in  the  establishment  of  their 
independence,  in.  the  event  of  the  subju- 
gation of  the  mother  country,  would  not 
only  confer  a  substantial  benefit  on  them, 
but  open  new  and  unexplored  sources  of 
prosperity  for  Great  Britain,  nearly  suf- 
iicient,  perhaps,  to  counterbalance  any 
advantages  she  may  lose  by  the  vast  pre- 
ponderance of  France  in  the  old  world. 
Bat,  as  the  navy  had  already  been  most 
amply  provided  for,  and  a  naval  force  alone 
would  be  applicable  to  any  service  in 
South  America,  no  part  of  the  vote  of 
credit  would  be  wanted  for  that  purpose. 
Considering,  therefore,  that  there  was 
nothing  in  our  internal  situation-^nothing 
in  Our  Ibi'eign  relation*— existing,or  proba- 
ble, that  could  render  so  large  a. vote  of 
credit  necessary,  he  should  for  all  the 
reasons  he  had*  urged,  dissent  from  the 
third  reading  of  the  bill,  although  he 
should  not  put  the  House  to  the  trouble  of 
a  division  upon  the  question. 

Yhe 'Chancellor  of  the  Ezcheqner  and 
Mr.  Canning  rose  at  the  same  time.  The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  gaie  way. 

Mr.  Owming  thenepoke  to  the  following 
efiect :  I  should  hesitate.  Sir,  to  avail  my- 
self of  the  courtesy  of  my  right  faon. 
iViend,  especially  as  there  are  some  topics 
in  the  speech  of  the  hon.  |;ent  (Mr.  Whit* 
bread)  to  which  a  person  in  my  right  hon. 
friend's  situation,  as  one  of  bis  Majesty's 
ministers,  can  alone  be  competent  to  ai^ 
ford  a  satisfactory  answer ;  were  it  not 
that  the  hon.  gent,  has  done  me  thehonmir 
to  address  himself,  in  many  parts  of  hia 
speech^  personally  to  me,  and  in  a  nuumev 


which  naturally  makes  me  anxiocia  to  re- 
ply to  him.  I  tmat,  therefore,  that  I  shall 
meet  the  indolgence  of  the  House,  while 
I  state  distinctly,  but  as  shortly  na  1  can, 
the  reasons  which  induce  me  to  giro  my 
moat  cordial  assent  to  the  measure  wbich 
the  hon.  gent,  opposes. 

As  to  the  grounds  which  the  hon.  gent. 
has  laid  for  this  opposition  in  the  charac- 
^  ter  which  he  ascribes  to  the  preaent  ad- 
ministration, and  the  distrust  which  he 
professes  to  feel  in  them,  it  is  not  tny  in- 
tention to  follow  the  hon.  gent,  through 
that  part  of  his  speech.  I  leave  these 
topics  to  those  who  may  hereafter  take 
part  in  the  debate.  It  is  sufficient  for  me 
to  say,  that  whatever  might  be  my  ge- 
neral opinion  of  any  administravioD,  yd, 
if  they  continued  to  office  at  the  end  of  a 
session  of  Parliament,  1  know  nothing 
that  would  justify  me  in  leaytng  them 
during  the  recess,  unarmed  with  the  means 
usually  placed  at  the  disposal  of  all  admi- 
nistrations, to  provide  for  unforeseen  con* 
tingencies,  and  to  take  advantage  of  any 
fortunate,  though  unexpected  change,  in 
the  situation  of  Europe. 

A  government  does  exist,  to  which  his 
Majesty  has  eotrosted  the  administration 
of  public  affairs,  and  from  which  the  con- 
fidence of  Parliament  has  not  been  with- 
drawn. -If  tlie  determination  of  the  hon. 
gent,  be  to  withhold  from  this  gwvem- 
ment.  such  means  as  hare  never  been  hi- 
therto refused  to  any  other,  far  from  ap- 
proving of  the  candour  which  he  baa 
shown  in  putting  off  his  opposition  to  the 
last  stage  of  the  bill  now  under  discasaion, 
I  should  have  Uiought  that  he  had  acted 
more  cousisiently  with  that  determination 
on  his  part,  if  he  had  made  some  distinct 
motion  for  placing  the  administration  of 
affairs  in  other  hands.  To  tie  up  the  banda 
of  those,who  are  still  left  in  the  conduct  of 
the  government,  appears  to  me  to  be  neither 
a  wise  mode  of  marking  distrust,  nor  a 
happy  expedient  for  remedying  imbe- 
cility. 

if,  then,  the  present  government  be  en- 
titled to  the  usual  confidence  given  to 
every  administration,  by  a  vote  of  credtl 
at  the  close  of  a  session ;  there  remaina 
only  the  question  as  to  the  amount  of  that 
vole :— a  question  of  degree,  which  wonid 
equally  apply  to  any  govemmoit,  even  to 
one  in  which  the  hon.  gent,  coold  place 
the  most  unlimited  confidence.  That  a 
vote  to  some  amount  ooffht  to  be  granted, 
ia  a  pvopeaitiofl^  wbich,  I  apprehend,  will 
aot  be  iumi,  ii  the  fimctiona  of  the  go* 
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vernoacDt  are  to  be  discharged  at  all,  and 
the  affiiirs  of  the  nation  to  be  at  all  admi- 
nistered. Bat  the  amoont  of  sacb  a  vote 
is  undoubted  ly  matter  fit  for  discussion  ; 
and  is  to  be  decided  by  the  TJew  whicn 
the  Houiie  ms«y  take  of  actual  and  proba- 
l^le  r;rcumstanceB  in  the  situation  of  the 
country. 

The  view  which  the  hon.  gent  would 
induce  the  House  to  take  of  those  circum- 
stances is  such  as  would  justify,  in  his 
mind,  the  withholding  of  any  vote  of 
credit  ;  or  at  least  of  .the  vote  proposed ; 
though  he  has- not  stated  exactly  in  what 
degree  be  would  desire  that  vote  to  be  di- 
minished. He>  foresees  no  use,  at  least  no 
advantageous  one,  that  can  be  made  of  it. 
To  whatever  poioi  he  directs  bis  view  all 
prospect  of  •;oo(t  seems  closed  upon  him ; 
he  looks  for  nothing  from  continued  exer- 
tion but  renewed  disap|iointment,  and 
ultimate  despair. 

The  hoii.  zent.  I  perceive  (and  not  with- 
out some  dfgree  of  surprise)  has  not 
concluded  hiji  speech  thi:<  ni»ht  in  the 
same  manner  as  iiis  former  annual  exhibi- 
tions at  the  close  of  the  session,  by  a  de- 
claration of  the  necessity  of  peace,  andean 
avowal  of  hi^  conviction  that  tbe.anain- 
ment  of  peace  w  practicable.  If  to  termi- 
nate, a  contest,  into  which  this  country 
has  been  forced,  and  in  which  it  is  com- 
pelled to  continue  by  the  violence  and  in- 
justice of  the  enemy,  the  hon.  gent,  could 
have  contended,  that  a  safe  and  bonoui^ 
able  peace  uiiKht  be  obtained,  and  had 
recommended  the  immediate  opening  of 
pegociations  for  ihe  purpose  of  obtaining 
It;  however,  I  might  be  disposed  to  diw 
agree  with  the  bon«  gent,  in  that  opinion. 
I  should  yet  be  compelled  to  adroit  that 
lie  had  laid  some  parliamentary  ground 
for  the  course  which  he  is  uking.  He 
might  argue,  that,  if  a  secure  and  honour- 
able peace,  the  onl^r  legitimate  end  of  all 
war^  could  be  procured,  this  House  ought 
not  to  grant  to  the  governmeot  the  means 
of  meeting  the  contingencies  of  unneces- 
sarily protracted  warfare.  But  as  the  hon. 
gent,  cippears  to  have  abandoned  the  opi- 
nion which  he  entertained  respertiAg 
Sftace  ;  (<'  I  have  not  abandoned  it/'  said 
Ir.Whithread  acrosstbe  Uble,  '*  I  omitted 
to  sUte  it'')  well  then,  the  hon.  member 
has  not  abandoned  his  opinion,  but  be  has 
omitt«*d  to  state  it;  if  the  omission  waa 
Tolimrary,  that  bon.  gent.'s  sentiiaenfai 
have  clearly  undergone  a  considerable 
change  ;  if  inadvertent,  it  at  least  shews* 
that  ha  doaa  not  feel  %aite  so  CMfidaaUy 


.upon  the  suhiect  as  heretofore:  for  no 
man  forgets  the  main  article  of  his  creed 
while  bts  fatth  continues  unshaken.  In 
either  case  therefore  it  is  obvious,  that  ac* 
cording  to  the  hon.  gent*s  own  present 
viewA  we'are  to  look  to,  and  ought  to  pro- 
vide fof,  a  state  of  indefinite^  not  to  say 
interminable,  war* 

The  observations  made  by  the  hon. 
gent,  respecting  the  rapid  and  unexpected 
changes  which  have  of  late  years  taken 
place  in  Europe,  appear  to  me  to  sug<» 
gest  a  reply  to  much  of  his  general  rea« 
soning ;  because  the  more  frequent  these 
sudden  changes,  the  greater  is  the  chance 
that  some  one  inay  be  favourable;  and 
the  more  necessary  is  it  for  this  House  to 
furnish  to  the  government  the  means  of 
taking  advantage  of  such  a  change  Lei 
the  hon.  gent,  retrace  the  awful  and  ex- 
traordinary evepts  of  the  last  year,''  and- 
tben  say,  whether  it  appears  even  to  him 
prud^t  to  shut  our  eyes  to  the  variations 
of  the  still  shifting  scene ;  and  wantonly 
to  put  it  out  of  our  power  to  piofit  of  any 
possible  opening,  not  to  say  of  any  pro^ 
bable  contingency,  in  our  favour?  The 
hon.  gent,  admits  that  he  felt  sanguinely 
in  the  cause  of  Spain  at  the  outset :  but 
had  he  anticipated  that  glorious  struggle  ? 
did  he  foresee  or  foretell  that  sudden  ebul- 
lition of  the  heroic  spirit  of  Spain,  that 
simultaneous  and  universal  efibrt  against 
the  formidable  French  force  which  at  the 
time  occupied  every  advantageous  posi« 
tion  in  that  country  ?  The  hon.  geqt* 
augured  unfavourably,  and  expected  little* 
from  the  result  of  the  war  in  which  Aua>» 
tria  embarked  last  year :  He  told  us  so  (to 
do  hi|n  justice)  at  the  moment  when  thai 
war  broke  out.  But  while  he  indal|(ed 
these  forebodings  bad  he  any  notion  that, 
within  the  space  of  one  month  from  the 
date  of  his  prophecy,  such  a  turn  of  afiairs 
would  have  arrivedL  as  not  only  arrested 
the  victorious  career  of  the  enemv,  but 
rendered  the  issue  of  the  campaign  doobtf 
ful,  and,  by  poising  enually  Cor  one  <  riticat 
month  the  chances  ot*  the  war,  opened  to 
the  nations  of  Europe  a  cheering,  though 
alas !  a  short  lived,  pp^pe  t  of  dc liver- 
ance  ?  WeM  either  of  these  chances  fore* 
seen  ?  Wa^  either  of  tht  m  noi  worth  seis- 
ing as  it  arose?  Ar^nt  thiji  from  tho 
past  to  the  future,  and  let  iIm*  hon.  geot, 
say  whether  in  the  un<etiled  and  ano- 
malous situation  of  the  roii'ineni,  it  Is  nol 
now  equitlly  impossible  to  foresee  what 
events  may  burst  upon  us,  in  the  course 
of  a  (aw  mouths,  with  as  little  previous 
notice  as  those  to  which  I  have  referred  } 
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.  But  although  events  are  not  exhausted, 
the  hon.  gent/s  hopes  are  so.     Is  parlia- 

«  nent  then  not  to  make  provision  for  any 
possible  case  but  such  a  one  as  may  have 
in  it  demonstrable  certainty  of  success  ? 
Or  is  there  in  the  present  state  of  the 
Spanish  cause,  to  which  the  hon.  gent/s 
expressions  of  despondency  particularly 
apply,  such  utter  hopelessness,  such  irre- 

^coverable  exhaustion  and  decay,  that 
nothing  can  henceforth  be  rationally  at- 
tempted on  its  behalf;  and  that  on  that 
ground  alone,  therefore,  to  prevent  a  waste- 
ful application  of  the  resources  of  this 
country,  to  an  absurd  and  unattainable 
object,  government  ought  to  be  left  with- 
out any  discretionary  power  of  applying 
thetn  ? 

If  the  hon.  gent,  is  resolved  to  despair 
of  Spain,  I  cannot  hincler,  him.  But  I 
think  I  can  prove  to  him  that  he  has  no 
right  to  despair,  on  the  same  principles, 

r  on  which  he  has  despaired  so  often,  during 
the  last  fourteen  years  (and  so  often,  I  am 
grieved  \o  add,  has  been  justified  by  the 
event)  respecting  the  other  states  of  Europe. 
What  has  been  the  nature  of  those 
former  contests  ?  and  what  the  character 
of  the  states  which  have  been  successively 
subdued  by  France  ?  What  that  of  France 
as  compared  with  them?  I  speak.  Sir,  of 
the  earlier  stages  of  the  French  revolution, 
and  refer  to  the  language  then  held  by 
the  hon.  gent,  and  njs  friends.  France 
was  then  a  nascent  republic — the  neigh- 

'  bouring  nations  were  governed  by  old 
and  feeble  despotisms;  military  despo- 
tisms, it  is  true«-but  feeble  from  the  in- 
herent vices  of  their  constitution.  In 
France  a  liberal  and  enlightened  philo- 
sophy had  brought  forth  a  spirit  of  re- 
volutionary freedom ;  had  reared  this  new 
and  formidable  birth  to  a  sudden  maturity 
of  strength  and  vigour— had 

— "  Torn  from  Im  tender  limbs  the  baods  away 
And  bade  the  inhot  giaot  ran  and  play*'*- 

He  did  so— and  the  effete  and'  tottering 
monarchies  of  the  continent,  military 
despotisms  though  they  were,  fell  before 
the  first  touch  of  this  regenerating  con- 
'queror. 

But  now  the  spirit,  at  least,  if  not  the 
strength^  has  changed  sides.  France, 
as  lit,  according  to  the  doctrines  of 
barbarian  superstition  the  soul  of  the 
slain  had  transmigrated  into  the  slayer, 
France  is  herself  become  a  military  des- 
potism.—She  is  opposed  in  that  character 
to  the  new  born  independence  of  Spain  ; 
aod^  if  victory  bad  been  faithful  to  the 
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precepts  of  the  hon.  gent  and  his  friends, 
victory  ought  no  longer  to  declare  in  fa- 
vour of  arms  which  arc  no  longer  wielded 
in  the  cause  of  freedom,  but  in  thai  of  ty- 
ranny and  oppression. 

Victory,  indeed,  the  Spaniards  bave 
not  to  boast  The  military  power  of 
France  has  unfortunately  outlived  the 
causes  which  produced  it,  and  in  spite^of 
theory  flourishes  not  only  unsupported  by 
freedom,  but  opposed  to  it.  Bat  yet  the 
theory  is  not  wholly  sham^.  And,  if 
France  has  not  at  once  lost  ber  good 
fortune  because  she  is  enslaved,  there  is 
yet  sufficient  distinction  between  the  de- 
grees of  resistance  opposed  to  her  by  Spain 
and  that  of  any  other  country,  to  justify 
the  generous  belief,  that  a  truly  national 
spirit  is  not  to  be  subdued. 

In  other  instances,  whenonce  the  French 
armies  had  overcome  the  regular  and  dis- 
ciplined armies  of  the  continent,  the  con- 
quered power  fell  without  further  eflbrtF 
and  submitted  to|thewillof  the  conqueror. 
But  is  that  the  case  in  Spain  ?  Has  the 
enemy,  with  all  his  military  superiority, 
and  with  all  the  advantage  of  having  taken 
the  Spaniards  unprepared-*of  having  oc- 
cupied in  peace  the  strong  holds,  which 
he  afterwards  turned  to  the  purposes  of 
war—-  has  he  yet  succeeded  in  establishing 
his  will  as  the  law,  of  Spain  ?  Whatever 
faults  the  hdn.  gent  may  find  with  the 
Spaniards,  I  am  sure  he  cannot  accuse  then 
of  tame  submission,  or  of  a  want  of  per- 
severing exertions  in  the  glorious  contest, 
into  which  they  have  been  driven  and  be- 
trayed. We  have  seen  their  armies  beaten 
down,  their  towns  taken  and  razed ;  yet 
have  not  those  calamities  broken  their 
spirits.  From  the  ashes  of  their  slaughtered 
countrymen,  and  from  the  smoaking 
ruins  of  their  cities  and  their  hamlets,  has 
burst  forth  a  renovated  flame,  kindling 
anew  that  ardour  and  enthusiasm,  which 
misfortune  may  for  a  time  smother  and 
overwhelm,  but  has  no  power  to  extin- 
guish.—A  people  so  animated  and  so  re- 
solute may  be  exterminated,  but  they 
cannot  be  subdued ;  from  each  disaster 
that  befalls  them  they  derive  new  ener- 
gies as  they  do  fresh  motives  of  resistance. 
Immediate  and  decisive  success  was  not  to 
be  expected  in  such  a  contest  j  but  sarely 
to  have  so  long  protracted  the  struggle 
a^inst  such  an  enemy,  and  under  all  tho 
disadvantages,  under  which  they  were 
forced  into  it,  affords  indisputable  proof 
of  qualifications  in  the  Spaniards,  which 
demand  oar  admixation  and  esteem  ;  of  e 
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patriotitm,  a  steadinets,  a  zeal,  a  perse- 
vjeraqce.  of  which  Ao  people  in  Europe 
had  hitherto  a6^rded  an  example. 

The  morel  contemplate  the  circnm* 
stances  of  Spain,  the  more  pteaxare  I  de« 
rWe  from  the  consideration,  that  tlie  hon. 
gent,  himself,. with  all  the  doubts  and  ap- 

Erebensions  which  be  professes  to  entertain, 
as  not  thought  it  wise  to  recommend  any 
step  to  be  -  taken  with  a  view  to  peace. 
He  feels,  no  doobt,  that  whilst  there  re- 
mains a  chance  of  rescuing  thaV country 
from  theaojostand  tyrannical  usurpation 
of  France,  it  would  be  as  little  politic  as 
generous  to  withdraw  our  assistance  from 
the  peninsula.  We  cannot  do  so,  unless 
we  be  prepared  to  leave  the  peninsula  to 
to  be  occupied  by'  France ;  and  all  its 
means,  opportunities,  and  resources  to  be 
immediately  employed  against  ourselves. , 
It  is  not  now  a  question,  whether  Spain 
and  Portugal  shall  be  suffered  to  return  to 
a  state,  of  neutrality,  upon  our  consenting 
on  one  part,  and  France  on  the  other,  to 
retire  from  the  peninsula  as  from  a  field 
of  battle;  it  is  not  now  to  be  decided 
whether  Cadias  shall  send  forth  her  peace- 
ful fleets  of  commerce,  to  pass,  unmolested 
by  either  belligerent,  over  the  surface  of 
the  ocean,  and  to  waft  the  products  of  the 
remote  dependencies  of  Spain,  indiscri- 
minately to  both ;  the  only  question  is 
whether,  by  abandoning  the  tooting  whirh 
we  possess  in  the  peninsula,  we  shall  leave 
France  at  liberty  to  occupy  the  ground 
which  we  abandon,  to  occupy  the  ports 
and  arsenals,  to  seize  the  navad  resources 
of  Spain  and  Portugal,  and  to  fit  out  in  bar* 
hours  now  in  our  possession,  or  under  our 
protection,  hostile  fleets  destined  (though 
destined,  I  trust,  in  vain)  for.  the  object 
most  dear  to  the  heart,  and  always  upper- 
most in  the  thoughts  of  Buonaparte,  the 
invasion  and  destruction  of  Great  Britun. 
.  We  are  engaged  in  the  struggle,  there- 
fore, inevitably  ;  and  have  no  dlbemative, 
hot  to  maintain  it  with  vigour,  or,  declin- 
ing it,  to  be  prepared  to  pay,  in  our  own 
perils,  and  in  exertions  for  self-defence, 
the  price  of  our  own  pusillanimity  and 
baseness.  Is  this  the  situation  of  things, 
in  which  the  hon.  gent,  would  recommend 
to  us  to  pause  on  our  policy—to  cease 
ourefiGbrtson  behalf  of  our  allies,  and  to 
acquiesce  in  the  injustice  and  usurpation 
of  the  enemy  } 

But  again  I  ask,  what  are  the  grounds 

of  the  boo*  gent.'s  despondency  ?— There 

has  been,  (says  the  hon.  ^nt)  no  order, 

90  plan»  no  combination  in  Iho  military 

VOL.  zvii.  « 


efforts  of  Spain  :  and  |is  this  wonderful  f 
The  population  of  universal  Spain,  roused 
by  a  sense  of  insult  nnd  injury,  and  ac^ 
tuated  by  the  powerful  and  heroic  deter**  - 
mination  to <  preserve .  their  existence  as  a 
people,  rose  against  their  invaders  in  dif*. 
ierent  and  distant  parts  of  the  country^  rose 
at  once,  but  without  previous  concerb 
or  combination.  Who  could  expect  to 
find  in  that  unparalleled  national  explo* 
sion,  at  a  time  too  wheft  the  French  troops 
were  jn  possession  of  all  the  strong  places  of 
the  kingdom,  all  the  order,  all  the  ar^ 
rangement,  all  that  efficient  organiza* 
tion  of  means,  and  all  that  wise  and  }Vt* 
diciotts  application  of  them,  which  are 
to  be  traced  in  '  the  operations  of  go- 
vernments of  I'egular  constitution,  and  ea- 
tablished  authority,  representing  and  unit- 
ing the  general  win,  and  capable  of 
directing  the  general  resources  of  a 
country  ?  But  these  advantages  of  reguUr 
governments,  we  know,  have  been  fre«  . 
noently  more  than  counterbalanced  by 
their  inherent  disadvantages  in  the  tre« 
mendons  conflicts  which  of  late  years  they^ 
have  had  to  sustain.  And  Spain,  with  the 
disadvantages  which  belong  to  her,  has 
seme  counterbalancing  advantages.  If  the 
old  governments  have  fallen  an  eay  prey 
before  the  energies  of  regenerated  France, 
let  it  be  recollected,  as  I  have  already  had  ^ 
occasion  to  observe,  that  thlr  principle 
from  which  these  energies  were  supposed 
to  spring,  no  longer  exists ;  that  the  spirit 
of  liberty  in  France  his  beenextinguisbed^ 
that  its  republican  throes  and  convulsions 
have  quietly  subsided  into  a  military  des* 
potism,  while,  on  the  other  hand,  the  Spa- 
nish nation,  rising  in  vindication  of  itsin* 
vaded  rights,  and  for  the  preservation  of  iu 
integrity  and'  independence,  is  animated . 
by  every  sentiment,  and  impelled  by  every 
motive,  which  can  insure  a  determined 
resistance  against  tyranny,  and  a  steady 
devotion  to  the  country's  cause.  And 
whilst  the  Spaniards,  true  to  these  motives 
and  these  sentimenti^  continue  to  maintain 
the  struggle,  can  we  doubt  that  it  is  the 
fiivtduty,  as  well  as  the  clearest  interest 
of  this  country,  to  afibrd  them  all  pos- 
sible assistance  ? 

I  do  not  mean  to  deny  that  Jf  the  object 
of  this  war  were  one  of  Spanish  interest, 
merely,  and  if  it  were  a  question  as  to  tho 
claims  of  Spain  upon  this  country  for 
support,  there  may  have  been,  there,  un- 
doubtedly has  been,  cause  of  dissatisfac- 
tion, in  the  cunduct  of  the  Spanish  go- 
vernment   The  papers  upon  the  table, 
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Hii  cotrrespondence  of  lord  Wellington 
particularly,  shew,  that,  in  respect  to  the 
reception  of  the  British  army,  there  is 
great  reason  for  complaint,  that  as  be- 
tween :5pain  and  England,  Spain  has  been 
mtrich  in  the  wrong.  But  the  question  now 
at  issue  is  really  of  a  higher  order  :  it  re* 
fertes  indeed  in  the  first  instance,  to  the  im- 
mediate existence  of  Spain ;  but  it  ul- 
timately and  intimately  involves  the  most 
essential  interests  of  this  country  ?*-«nd 
t4te  hopes,  if  hope  remain,  of  subjugated, 
b«i  yei  resifess  Europe. 

Considerations  of  such  magnitude  must 
not  give  way  to  the  resentments, — even  to 
the  just  ri^setitmeiits  of  tlie  moment ;  to 
fiiilerences,  between  pdrties^  whose  object 
and  whose  interests  ai*e  so  closely  united. 
True, — we  have  a  good  pause  against 
Spain ;  and  codld  make  out  a  very  sufficient 
groiind  of  quarrel,  if  this  were  the  time — 
if  we  had  at  this  moment  the  leisure  and  if 
we  haci  the  inclination  to  bring  her  to  ac- 
count.- But  what  is  our  case  against  Spain 
compared  with  the  case  of  Spain,  and  with 
onr  own  case,  against  France  ?  And  to 
'  whose  advantage  would  it  be,  but  to  that 
of  France,  if  we  were  now  to  separate 
ourselves  from  the  Sjpftnish  cause  ;—or  to 
waste  in  complahit  against  our  ally  the 
seaapn  of  action  against  the  enemy  ?  Our 
interests  demand  that  we  should  defend 
the  Peninsula  to  the  last  extremity ;  even 
if  we  were  released  by  the  conduct  of 
Spain  from  all  other  obligation; — even  if 
honour]  did  not  bind  as  not  to  abandon 
her,  whilst  there  remains  a  possibility  of 
defence.  Our  citadel  lies  here,  it  is  true, 
in  this  impregnable  island :  but  Spain  and 
Portugal  are  its  outworks ;  and/though  I  can 
have  no  ddobt  of  a  glorious  trium|%  if  We 
sbonld  ever  have  to  maintain  the  contest 
in  this  country,  I  \  cannot  consent  to  be  a 
party  to  that  chivalrous  feeling,  that  would 
retreat  from  the  outworks  and  admit  the 
enefny  to  the  gales,  in  order  that  we  might 
have  the  satisfaction  of  defeating  him  under 
the  walls  of  our  fortress.  Our  obvious  po- 
Kcy,  if  policy  alone  were  in  question,  is  to 
keep  the  war  alive  in  every  quarter  whefe 
France  has  an  enemy  in  arms,  to  prevent 
her  from  conrertiog  those  enemies  into 
conscripts  for  her  armies,  to  fight  our 
battle  with  combined,  rather  than  against 
confederated  nations. 

This,  1  say,  would  be  the  dictate  of 
policy,  even  if  we  were  to  banish  from 
the  maxims  of  a  great,  a  powerful,  and 
a  generous  nation  those  enlarged  views 
of  interest,  and  that  jost  setise  of  duty. 


which  prescribe  to  us  to  fetist  tynmy 
even  when  exercised  against  othen,  and 
to  aid  the  oppressed  even  thoogh  car 
aidoaay  be  unsolicited  or  unacknowledged. 

Let  us  then  continue  to  aid  bpaxn  in 
spite  of  her  weakness,  in  spite  even  oC  her 
4ngratiludei  if  she  has  proved  ungratefiii ; 
caoUouswherewehave  found veaaott to  dis- 
trust her,  but  not  eagerly  seizing  on  erery 
pretext,  which  the  conduct  of  her  govcra- 
roent  might, oiler  for  abandoning  her  to 
her  fate. 

But  the  faults  of  the  Spanish  gowta- 
ment,  it  is  contended,  are  attribntable 
taus ;  to  the  administration  in  thtscovntry, 
by  whom  no  measures  had  been  taken  to 
procure  for  Spain  a  better  form  of  govern* 
ment.  lience  the  mismanagement  oi  the 
internal  affairs  of  Spain ;  and  hence  aho 
the  sph'it  of  jealousy  manifested  by  the 
Spaniards  towards  this  country  ! 

For  my  own  part  I  am  desiroos  todatm 
my  full  share  of  responsibility  for  all  the 
measures  taken  by  the  administration  of 
which  1  was  a  member,  with  respect  to 
Spain,  and  in  relation  to  its  government;-* 
a  share,  which  mint  be  the  more  ample 
from  my  having  had  the  honoor  to  fill 
that  department,  within  the  province  of 
which  it  fell  to  advise  and  execute  what- 
ever measures  were  taken  on  that  sobjeci. 
One  point  the  faon.  gent,  will  find  saf* 
ficietidy  established  by  the  papers  laid 
before  parliament,  that  no  pains  were 
spared,  even  iirom  the  earliest  period  of 
our  intercourse  with  Spain,  to  obtain  the 
establishment  of  a  supreme  and  centsal 
government,  which  should  collect  into 
one  point  the  scattered  authorities  of  the 
several  provincial  Juntas,  and  controal, 
and  guide,  and  give  consistency  and 
energy  to,  the  whole.  This  was  made 
the  condition  of  the  continuance  of  our 
aid  :-»it  was  the  express  and  tme  qud  nm 
condition  bf  the  employment  of  a  British 
army  in  ^lain. 

It  is  true,  we  did  not  go  so  far  as  to  pre- 
scribe the  precise  form  of  the  government 
so  to  be  constituted.  And  I  am  ready  to 
explain,  and  to  defend  the  grounds  of  our 
foihearance  in  this  particular.  But  let  the 
hoQ.  gent  look  at  Mr.  Stuart's  correspond- 
ence—tlie  first  British  agent  sent  to  dpaia* 
He  will  find  Mr.  Stuart  constantly  Insist* 
ing  apon  the  establishment  of  one  aniform 
government,  and  stating  that  as  the  con- 
dition of  sending  a  British  military  tote 
into  ^pain.  At  length  this  point  was  ao* 
complished. 

Ai  to  ihtf  tlnracters  of  the  penont  cam* 
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po«iDg  the  tapreme  goTernment,  for  which 
the  hon.geat.  would  make  mtreipontible, 
because  iwas^  ai  he  affirms,  the  warn  pa- 
negyrist of  the  Spanish  J«nu,  I  beg  leave, 
in  the^  first  place,  to  ask  the  hoo.  gent,  by 
what  possible  knowledge,  by  what  intui- 
tion  rather  I  could  be  prepared,  not  only 
to  atipuisle  for  the  establishment  of  a  su- 
preme oentral  government,  but  to  dictate 
the  selection  of  the  members  who  were  to 
compose  it !    What  could  I  know  of  them 
but  mm  the  communications  of  the  British 
agent  ?  And  when  in  dispatches,  received 
previously  to  the  formation  of  the  Junta, 
the  names  of  distinguished  personsinSpnin, 
of  Florida  Blanca,  Saavedi-a,  and  Jovella* 
BOS,  were  stated  to  be  in  the^odths  of 
every  body,  as  the  fittest  persons  to  be  in- 
trusted with  the  conduct  of  the  govern- 
ment ;  and  when  I  found  by  the  first  dis- 
patch transmitted  after  the  cstablishmefit 
of  the  government,  that  these  persons  were 
actually  aopoiuted,  not  only  members  of 
the  Junta,  but  to  the  leading  situations-of 
the  executive  government,  could  I  possibly 
have  supposed»  that  they  were  not,  as  they 
had  been  previously  represented  tome, 
the  most  proper  persons  in  Spain,  to  whom 
that  high  md  important  trust  could  have 
been  committed,  or^  that  (he  gOTemmenI* 
which  had  the  sanction  of  their  approba- 
tion, and  the  advanuge  of  their  assistance, 
was  not  the  best,  upon  the  whole,  that  could 
be  pot  together  undev  the  very  difficult 
circumsiances.of  the  country  ?   The  eolo- 
ginm,  tbereibre,  which  i  am  accused  by 
the  bon.  gcnL  of  having  pronounced  open 
the  members  of  the  Supreme  Junta,  wt^ 
not,  because  it  'could  not  be,  the  result  of 
personal  knowledge  on  my  part ;  nor  was 
It  so  toaposed  by  me  upon  the  House  : 
neither  ciMftld  it  by  any  fair  construction 
reader  me.  in  any  degree  responsible  for 
the  conaisleBcy  of  their  conduct  with  the 
tenor  of  my  representations*    What  i  said 
here,  wsas,  m  foct,  but  the  echo  of  the  voice 
of  the  Spanish  nation*  cooveyed  to  me 
through  the  medium  of  official  repQrts,and 
repesSed  by  me  to  this  House  and  to  the 
worU.    I  conceived  it  an  act  of  jnatice  to 
the  Junta,  and  an  act  of  duty  to  my  coun- 
try, vrfaose  interests  were  so  inuniately 
conneoled  saith  the  existeoce  of  an  efficient 
govevmnent  in  Spain,  to  afford  every  en- 
oomagement  in  4ny  iMwcr,  to  a.mvern- 
ment  prafossing  that  ciiaracter,  and  repre- 
sentsd  to  ne  as  deservinff  it? 

If  the  Junta  disappmnted  the  hopes, 
whioh^aeqa  entartainea  of  ii«4f  iit-.eitiier ; 

or  th0|uithority«.9vhioh  ^ 


it  was  intended  to  possess— undoubt^ly 
there  is  much  cause  for  regret ;  but  there 
is  none  for  blanAe  as  to  the  adgiini^tration 
here,  unless  it  can  be  shewn,  that  some 
other  form  of  government  in  Spain  would 
have  been  obviously  preferable — and  also 
could  have  been*  with  equal  facility,  and 
at  an  equally  early  period,  obtained.    For 
let  it  not  be  forgotten  how- precious  were 
the  moments  of  this  slorioUs  and  unex- 
pected opportunity  !— let  it  not  be  fargot<* 
ten  that,  while  on  the  one  hand  it  was  ne* 
cessary  for  the  ultimate  and  permanent 
success  of  the  Spanish  cause,  that  the  ef» 
forts  of  the  nation  should  be  coqabined  aqd 
directed  by  one  prending  authority— it 
was  no  less  necessary  for  its  immediate 
safety,  thak  the  enemy,  once  taken  by  sur- 
prise»  should  not  be  allowed  to  recoyer 
from  the  first  shock  of  the  insurrection  1 
Had  we  then  time  to  pick  and  choose** 
even  if  we  had  had  the  means  of  judging, 
and  had  conceived  a  sound  and  catipna) 
preference  for  one  form  of  provisional  go* 
vernment  over  another  i  Were  the  feelings 
of  the  country  h^re  disposed  to  give,  us 
time  ?    What  would  my  right  hon.  friend, 
(Mr.  Sheridan)  .who  has  so  repeatedly  re^ 
newed  his  notice  of  a  nation  respecting 
the  campaign  in  Spajn,nmd  of  whose  pre* 
senee  I  should  have  been  extremely  glad 
on  the  prjescnt  occasion,  what  wjonld  he 
say  lo  the  charge  of  the  hon.  genL  that  ire 
had  too  hastily  acquiesced  in  the  form  of 
government  establisl^ed  by  the  Spaniards^ 
he,  who  two  years  ago,  when  no  depnta^ 
tion  had  been  received  in  this  comitry,  ex- 
cept from  the  Anurias,  one  of  the  jmalleat 
of  the  Spanish  provinces*  and  consisting  of 
a  rock^  and  mountainous  tract,  though 
contain u)g  a  brave^  a  loyal  and  indepen^ 
dent  population,  reproached  the  adminis^ 
tration  with  being  too  tardy  in  adopting 
the  Spanish  canae, — too  timid  in  hesitating 
to  ffive  it  at  onoe  every  possible  assistance 
and  support  ?  I  should  wish  to  know  whe* 
ther  my  right  hon.  friend,  who  thenxe- 
proachedns  for  having  pained,  before  we 
determined  to  act,  on  the  solicitation  of  a 
single  province,  would  now  condemn  us 
for  haviuK  supported  the  Spanish  people 
with  all  the  means  of  this  country,  alter 
deputations  had  been  received  firom  the 
north,  and  from  the  south,  and  when  we 
a  certainty  of  the  whole  nation  having 
to  rise  as  one  man  against  their 
unprincipled  oppressors?   Woohi  he»  who 
thooght'us  wanting  to  the  interests  of  this 
country  and  of  the  world,  because  we  did 
not  .send  fle^  vni  annies  to  the  port  of 
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Gijon,  wfaen  that  port  alone,  (for  aught  we 
knew),  was  open  to  us  throughout  the 
%vhole  coasts  of  the  peninsula — who  stimu^ 
lated  us  to  action,  when  a  single  princi- 
pality had  taken  up  arhis  against  the 
French,  and  therewith,  for  aught  that  we 
could  know,  against  the  rest  of  Spain  also? 
when,  what  turned  out  undoubtedly  to  be 
a  fiiiithful  specimen  of  a  general  national 
lefibrt,  might  have  been  for  aught  that  we 
could  know,  the  insulated  and  ^insupported 
burst  of  mere  provincial  patriotism  ; — 
would  he,  I  Bay,  or  any  rational  man  have 
desired  that  when  not  Asturias^  but  all 
Spain  had  declared  itself— when  what 
might  have  been  a  partial,  proved  to  be 
the  universal  sentiment  of  the  nation  ;— 
When  the  will  of  the  vvhole  couniry  was 
expressed  beyond  the  possibility  of  misan* 
prehension— would  any  man  have  thought, 
that  it  was  then  our  duty  to  boggfe  about 
the  precise  shape  and  denonlination  of  the 

J>residing  government,  by  which  the  coi- 
ective  will  was  to  be  provisionally  repre- 
sented and  embodied  ? 

.  In  a  crisis  of  such  extraordinary  novelty, 
Md  such  transcendant  importance  ^  when 
*  interests  so  mighty  were  committed  to 
the  issue  of  the  struggle  ;  and  where  that 
issue,  afier  ,all  t^at  could  be  done,  was  ne- 
cessarily so  hazardous  and  uncertain ;  it 
was  impossible  to  take  any  step,  or  to  offer 
aoy  counsel,  which  must  not  at  the  time, 
lie  felt  and.  acknowledged  to  be  of  doubt- 
ful and  questionable  policy  ;  and  to  which 
it  was  not  foreseen,  that  in  the  event  of  a 
disastrous  result,  that  disaster  would  be, 
however  unjustly^  ascribed!  But  in  this 
difficulty  of  choice,  wiere  we  to  do  nothing  ? 
were  we  to  counsel  nothing,  till  the  use  of 
counsel  and  the  period  of  action  was 
past?  or  were  we  at  some  risk,  but  with  a 
determined  purpose,  conscious  of  a  just 
*  end,  though  necessarily  less  confirlent  in 
our  means,  to  take  the  course  which  ap- 
peared upon  the  whole  liable  to  the 
fewest  objections? 

Gentlemen  talk  very  glibly  now  of  what 
iriighthave  been,  ana  what  ought  to  have 
been,  our  mode  of  proceeding.  Some 
would  have  done  nothing,  the  safest  opi- 
nion of  all :  but  they  must  have  found 
another  ministry  to  act  upon  their  opi- 
nion; and  another  people,  than  such  a 
one  as  the  people  of  England  were  in 
June  1 808,  (o  countenance  and  support 
^  i  them  in  doing  so. 

Some  think,  that  we  ought  to  have  in* 
sisted  upon  the  immediate  assembling  of 
the  Cortes!  Somei  that  we  ought  not  to  Imt 


acknowledged  Fei3inand  at  all;  oU»4 
again,  that  we  ought  not  to  hare  stipu- 
lated for,  (in^ruth,  we  did  not  stipome, 
they  mean  that  we  ougbb  directly  to  have 
discountenanced]  the  monari;hibal  consti- 
tution iu  Spain.  A  word  upon  ^each  of 
these  suggestions. 

And  first,  as  to  our  acknowledgocent  of 
Ferdinand  7th,  or,  as  it   is  ^«ocnetiaaes 
stated,  ouf  imposition  of  him  upon  the 
Spani<ih  people.      On  the  one  hand,   it 
is  said,  that   by  acknowledging    Ferdi- 
nand 7  th  as  king  of  .Spain,  in  exclusion  of 
his  father,  we  thereby  gave  a  sanction  to 
the  principle  and  the  practice  of  tbe  re- 
volutionary   deposition    of*   sovereigns  ; 
whilst  on  the  other  hand,  we  are  accused 
of  making  the  preservation    of  monar- 
chy in  Spain  the  peremptory,  condition  of 
our  a<(si8tanee.     Nothing,  however,  could 
bl  more  unfounded  than  either  and   both 
of  these  charges.     Perhaps,  in  any  other 
kingdom  of  Europe,  we  should  have  been 
slow  to  recognixe  the  accession  of  the  son 
before  the  demise  of  the  father.     But  in 
Spain,  the  elevation  of  the  son  by  the  vo- 
luntary resignation  of  the  father,-  is  fami- 
liar to  the  people  by  the  recorded  tran- 
sactions of  some  of  the  brightest  periods 
of  their  history.     There  was  theretbre  no 
ground  for  jealousy  at  such  an  event,  un- 
less there  had  been  good  cause  for  suspi- 
cion respecting  the  means  by  which* it 
had  been  accomplished.    The  resignation 
of  Charles  5th,  their  greatest  monarch, 
and   of  Philip   ^th,   the  founder  of  the 
Bourbon  dynasty  in  Spain,  who  subse- 
quently resuqaed  the  reins  of  government 
on  the  death  of  the  son,  to  whom  he  had 
transferred  them,  must  be  in  the  recollec- 
tion of  every  gentleman  who  hears  me: 
and  with  these  precedents  before  us,  and 
whilst  there  existed  no  ground  whatever 
for    suspicion,  the    government    of  this 
country-  was  bound  to  consider  the  re8ig>- 
nation  of  Charles  as  voluntary,  and  the 
acr  ession  of  Ferdinand  as  legitimate,  ac- 
cording to  the  usage  of -the  Spanish  mo- 
narchy.    As  to  the  charge  of  imposing 
Ferdinand,  and  in, his  person  monarchy 
on  Spain.     Why,  Sir,  the  name  of  Ferdi- 
nand resounded  from  every  corner  of  the 
kingdom  ;  it  became  the  watch  wwrd  of 
Spanish  patriotism ;    the  pledge  of  popu- 
lar enthusiasm ;   the  bond  and  cement  of 
national  union ;   the  charm,  before  which 
all  separate  interests,  all  discordant  pas« 
sions  and  prejudices  faded  away.     It  was '" 
no  suggestion,  no  fancy  of  ours ;  w4  found 
this  sy nbol  of  ^^paaWt  loyalty  interwoTen 
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with  every  fMinof'the  Spanith  cause.  It 
was  the  burden  of  every  oral,  and  the 
stamp  and  sanction  of  «very  written  com- 
inunicatiOn«  which,  in  iny  official  charac* 
Utr,  it  was  my  duty  and  my  happiness  to 
receive  from  the*  Spanish  agents  or  minis* 
ters.  It  was  not  (eft  to  oar  option,  whe- 
ther Spain  should  be  a  monarchy  under 
Ferdinand  7th.  If  we  had  dented  Ferdi- 
nand, they  would  have  dischimed  us;  if 
we  had  stipulated  agninn  monarchy  ^we 
should  have  been  rtpufiiated  by  Spain. 

1  say  not  this  as  matter  f»f  deretice;  I 
state  the  plain  truth.  V\Hm  this  point 
we  have  no  rei^ponsibility,  because  we 
had  noihing  to  dec  isle.  Upon  every 
principle  by  which  our  conduct  cooli  be 
gnided,  whether  drawn  trom  legal  prece- 
dent, or  from  the  uneqai vocal  demonstra- 
tions of  national  feeling,  we  could  look 
upon  Ferdinand  7th  in  no  dthcr  light, 
than  as  being  at  once  the  la'vful  monarch 
of  6pain,  by  the  cstibttshed  constitution 
of  the  kini^Hom,  and  the  sovereign  of  the 
nation's* afiections,  the  king  of  the  peo- 
ple's choice. 

Hat  then  we  should  have  insisted  on  the 
as^.'mblin^    of  the    Cortex,  the  ancient, 
lee^l,  recogoitced  estates  of  the  realm — 
whereas  we  acknowledged  the   weak  and 
incapable  authority  of  the  Supreme  Junta. 
First,  as  1  have  before  argued,  what  right 
had  we  to  ctiticise  the  form  of  that  iosti-> 
tntion,  or  the  pretensions  of  the  members? 
Was  it  not  enough  that  vre  were  assured  of 
its  having  the  sanction  and  the  confidence 
of  the  Spanish  nation  ;  and  were  we  not 
justified  thereby  in  recognizing  the  Junta 
as  representative  of  the  authority  of  the 
legitimate  sovereign  daring  the  period  of 
his  most  unfortunate  absence  and   capti- 
vity ?  Let  us  only  look  back  to  a  memora- 
ble instance  in  our  own  history,  I  mean 
the  glorious  revolution  of  1688,  and  judge, 
what  would  have  been  the  consequence, 
if  the*proceedings  of  that  period 'bad  been 
criticised  with  too  scropuloot  nicety,  or 
required  to  have  been  conducted  with  all 
the  solemnity  and  precision  of  the  most 
minute  forms  and  established  precedents  ? 
What  might  have  been  the  consequences 
of  such  a  scrupolous  adherence  to  establish- 
ed ceremonials,  such  an  appeal  to  ancient 
Qsage,  at  a  period,  when  the  novelty  of 
the  circumstances  and  the  argency  of  the 
case  called  for  the  adoption  of  eztraortli* 
nary  measures,  if  Willikm  the  3d  had  re- 
fned  to  take  upon  himself  the  govern- 
ment before  the  meeting  of  the  convention, 
because  the  address  to  hua  to  do  to  proceed* 


ed  from  an  irregular  authority ';  from  a  few 
members  of  extinct  parliaments  gathered 
together,  in  baste,  wUh  the  lord  mayor, 
aldermen,  and  common  council  of  the  city 
of  London-?  if  he  had  declined  taking  any 
share  in  administering  the  affairs  of  the 
kingdom,  or  affording  any  assistance  to 
the  nation,  until  a  parliartient,  sommoned 
by  regular  writs  and  assembled  with  alt 
the  forms  of  the  consUtutiop,  should  have 
ceremoniously  invested  him  with  the  pow- 
ers of  the  executive  government.  The 
case  of  Spain  was  still  more  argent,  be-* 
cause  at  the  very  moment,  when,  it  is  said, 
we  should  have  waited  for  all  the  tardy 
forms  and  all  the  regular  process  of  the 
old  constitution  of  Spain  for  the  election, 
and  assem'bly  of  the  Cortes,  the  French 
troops  were  in  possession  of  all  the  for- 
tresses of  the  country.  At  such  a  mo« 
ment,  it  was  rather  to  be  considered  aa 
roiraculou?,  tbatthe  Spaniards  should  have 
found  in  each  of  the  several  provinces  a  spot 
whereon  to  plant  the  standard  of  resistance, 
than  to  be  expected,  that  they  should  be  - 
able  to. conduct  the  election  of  the  Corte» 
with  fuli  thr  requisite  solemnities,  and 
with  all  the  deliberation,  which  would 
have  been  necessarv  to  find  out  what  those 
solemnities  were.  Vor  let  it  not  be  for* 
gotten,  that  these  same  Cortes  had  been 
long  disused,  that,  when  last  assembled, 
they  had  been  assembled  in  mere  form, 
and  to  register  the  edicts  of  the  crown  ?— 
that  the  Cortes  of  Arragon  and  Castile  have 
never  been  broagbt  to  act  cordially  toge« 
ther  even  if  brought  together  at  all,  except 
by  compulsory  means  ;-«-i  hat  many  of  me 
provinces,  foremost  in  the  great  sitaggle 
against  France,  had  not  the  privilege  of 
sending  representatives  to  the  Cortes ;— - 
thai  Asturias  had  never  sent  any,  Gallicla 
seldom  if  ever— <ertainly  not  uniformly, 
nor  of  custom  and  right ;  and  tha\  to  the 
two  provinces  therefore,  which  Were  the 
earliest  in  their  application  to  as  >  for  as* 
sistance, ifwe  had  answered,  "assemble 
the  Cortes,"  they  might  have  replied, 
"  with  the  Cortes  we  have  nothing  to  do;" 
that  to  bring  into  shape  and  into  action 
this  grahd  bot  obsolete  machinery  would 
have  required  deep  and  laborious  research 
into  records  and  registers  ;<— that  perhaps 
after  all  a  representative  might  have  been 
produced  less  satisfactory  to  the  nation  al 
large  than  that,  which  sprang  fi-om  their 
own  concurrent  though  irregular  impulse, 
bot  that,  at  all  events,  much  precious  time 
must  htfve  been  lost  ia  the  process,  end 
that  while  we  were  diKosring  antiquated 
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fMruif  and  adjusling  conteited  eleetioiiB>  tiia 
ta^ny  would  have  rallied  from  bit  first 
coBSternalioOi  and  effected  the  conqoest  of 
the  country. 

That  the  aBieaibling  of  the  Cortet  wo«ld 
be  a  wise  iind  salutary  measure,  when  it 
coald  be  efiecled  peaceably  and  reguJariy, 
ao  doabt  was  entertained :  and  according- 
ly the  Junta  were  advised,  and  bad  deter- 
mined, to  make  it  one  of  their  first  acts. 
Bat  I  am  not  surprised,  for  one,  that  it 
was  not  earlier  effected.  I  doubt  whether 
a  general  election  could  be  speedily  ac- 
complished here  after  a  long  disuse  of 
parliaments,  and  with  an  enemy  occupy- 
ing all  the  country  north  of  Trent.  And 
I  cannot  but  make  some  allowance  for  the 
Spanish  govern ment,  when*  I  recollect, 
that  at  almost  every  period  since  the  es- 
tablishment of  the  Junta,  the  French  have 
been  masters  of  Arragon  and  of  the 
greatest  part  of  the  countries  behind  the 
Ebro. 

* .  In  truth,  the  uniform  experience  of  all 
atmiler  revolutions  shews  that  time  only 
asd  practice  can  safely  be  relied  on  for 
modelling  and  perfecting  the  form  of  a 
goTemment,  struck  out  at  a  heat,  as  it 
were,  by  the  immediate  necessity  of  the 
occasion.  The  natural  effect  of  the  pres- 
sure of  the  immediate  exigency  is,  in  all 
toch  cases,  it  was  in  this,  to  unite  in  one 
body  the  two  distinct  branches  of  the  le- 
gislative and  executive  authority.  The 
equally  natural  tendency  of  experieiKre, 
is  to  shew  the*  expediency  of  separating 
these  authorities  as  soon  at  pi^oper  depo- 
jitories  can  be  Ibund,  or  contrived  for 
tbem.  A  regent,  or  a  regency,  for  the 
'  one,  and  the  Cortes  for  the  other,  fermed 
obviously  the  nataiol  division  of  the  com- 
bined aotboritiea  of  the  Junta.  And^  even 
if  we  had  hadi  the  right,  and  the  leisure  to 
pMscribe  the  course  which  should  be 
taben,  I  doubt  wbether  it  would  iiavo^ 
been  wise  to  insist  upon  erecting  these  ae-* 
|Mrete  powen  in  'the  first  instance  ;  wke- 
|b^  tbe  Junta,  or  someliiing  like  the 
Junta,  was  not  a  necessary  stage,  prepa* 
ntory  to  tbe  more  regular  distribution  of 
the  wnctiohs  'ot  the  govannnent*  Jt  is 
n^in  -that  the  regency  could  be  cJaimed 
by  no  one,  wiibout  aomething  like  the 
rorm  of  a  oboice,  sad  samellttng,  or  some- 
body to  cboooe  it.  And  it  any  be  doubt*- 
od,  whether,  if  the  Cortes  bad  ibeen  eallud 
at  once,  tbey  woold  have  been  oenteoted 
with  their  own  share'  of  uutboritr  und 
powei^^wbetbor  tbeOortet  usaeoibled  m 
tbt  ^rst  Jnnies  nnd  oagepoy^worid 
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have  been  in  fact,  a  Junta  under  naolber 
name.  At  any  rate,  these  were  qneeiioQA 
exclusively  of  domestic  cognimance,  upoa 
which  it  was  neither  our  duty,  nor  our 
right,  to  dictate  to  Spain,  if  we  had  even 
been  competent  to  do  so.  Much  *  less 
should  we  have  been  justified  in  withhold- 
ing our  assistance,  until  this  most  delicate, 
difficult,  and  perplexing  question  abould 
have  been  settled  to  our  satisfactioo,  at  a 
period  so  critical  to  the  existence  of  l^ain 
as  a  nation,  that  the  delay  of  a  mooicat 
might  bave  been  ruin  to  the  cause. 

2Mich  then  were  the  principles,  on  wbi«:h 
the  government,  of  which  I  was  a  member, 
acted ;  and  such  are  (he  answers  which 
I  oflfer  to  the  several  clashing  and  contra- 
dictory charges  of  having  been  too  preci- 
pitate, and  of  having  been  too  dilatory ; 
of  having  exacted  too  much,  and  of  hav- 
ing exacted  too  litde,  from  Spain ;  of  bav- 
ing  dictated  improperly  the  constitation 
of  the  government,  and  of  having  suf- 
fered the  goverhment  to  constitute  itselH 

The  truth  is,  tbat  we  interfered  to  the 
extent,  to  which  we  had  a  ri^ht  to  inter- 
.fere,  and  no  further,  when  we  uasiated  that 
there  should  be  a  central  government 
formed,  before  a  British  army  entered 
Spaio^ 

Sir ;  in  following  tbe  hon.  gent,  next  fo 
his  obaervations  on  tbe  conduct  of  tbe 
war,  I  pass  over  the  campaign  of  sir  John 
Moore,  because  it  has  been,  heretofiire, 
the  subject  of  ample  and  detailed  discus- 
sion ;  and  because  the  hon.  gent,  himself 
has  very  properly  avoided  dwelling  upon 
ir  ibis  night.    I  cone  now  tbereme  to 
tbe  operations  of  last  summer.    The  bon. 
gent,  bas  condemned  in  strong  tenas  tbe 
impolicy,  the  madness  as  he  calls  at,  of 
seading  another  army  into  Spain,  after 
the  dear-boucbt    and    fatal   oxperience 
which  we  bad  acquired  in  the  campaign 
whicb  leminaled  in  the  battle  of  Co- 
nmna.    But  bere  the  hon.  gent,  assumes 
vrhat  Wis  not  the  fact,  in  oner  to  make 
hu  unfounded  assumption  tbe  ground  of 
a  obar||e,  to  wbich  his  Miyefty^  govern^ 
ment  is  not  justly  liable.    The  army  of 
lood  Wellington  was  not  sent  out  to  peno- 
tcate  into  Spaia ;  it  was  sent  out  to  libe- 
late  Portugal  from  the  yoke^if  the  French ; 
to  provide  for  tbe  security  of  that  king- 
dom agatnit  any  firesh  attack ;  and,  se 
lar  aa  jcould  :be  done  consistently  with 
tiwie  objects,  and  so  fir  lonly,  upon  any 
fiivourablo  occasion  that  might  be  pre- 
jented,  to  eo«operate  with  the  Spainsb 
fpanonitiani  armiei  In  (tbofiOfiBCoi  of 
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Spfthii  that  bolder  on  the  Portogotae 
fronii«r.  Would  Che  bon.  gent,  then  bate 
left  tbe  Britich  general  inactire  in  Por- 
tugal after  baling  accompIUbed  U^e  firtk 
object  of  bis  expedition  i)y  the  expuUion 
or  tbe  enemy  from  tbat  conatry  ?  orwotiKl 
be  hare  renricted  him  from  extending  the 
line  of  bis  operations  with  a  «ie«r  lo  the 
relief  of  Spain,  wbenabat  ctfold  be.  done 
without  abandoning  or  endangering  the 
other  object  for  which  tbe  force  under 
bim  was  immediately  destined?  Would 
he  blame  lord  Wellingtim  for  availing 
himself  of  the  latitude  given  him  by  his 
instructione  occasionally  So  lengthen  the 
chain  which  bound  bim  to  the  frontiers  of 
Portugal  ?  Would  he  have  prevented  him 
firom  pursuing  that  course  which  brought 
on  the  battle*  and  led  to  the  brilliant  vio* 
tory  of  Tabvera ;  a  victory,  which  co- 
vered.the  British  arms  with  nnfading  laa« 
rel8»  and  crowned  the  gallant  general  and 
his  brave  troops  with  immortal  glory  ? 
Bat,  says  the  bon.  gent,  that  victory  was 
barren.  Barren  undoubtedly  it  was,  if 
you  know  no  fruits  of  victory  bat  dis- 
tricts overrun,  fortresses  taken,  extent  of 
territory  acquired;  yet  not  barren  but 
fruitfbr;  npt  unproductive,  but  as  advan* 
tageoos  as  brilliant,  if  you  take  into  ac« 
count,  that  it  immediately  opened  the 
gates  of  Cadia,  and  that  it  will  hereafter 
open  to  you  the  ports  of  Spanish  America* 
These  are  advantages,  which  far  out- 
weigh the  ordinary  military  results  of  a 
victory.  But  even  were  tbe  effects  of  all 
our  exertions  confined  to  tbe  prolonging 
the  struggle  against  France  in  Enropean 
Spain,  so  thoroughly  am  I  convinced  of 
the  policy  of  supporting  that  struggle  to 
the  last  extremity,  that  were  the  question 
at  this  moment  a  new  and  undecided 
question,  were  our  armies  and  our  fleets 
hitherto  not  engaged,  nor  our  faith  pledged 
in  the  cause,  I  should  be  of  opinion,  that 
it  would  be  the  duty  no  lass  than  it  wonM 
be  the  interest  of  this  countrv,  even  now 
to  begin  our  efibrts  in  aid  of  the-  penin* 
sula,  if  now  for  the  first  time  we  were  call- 
ed upon  to  begin  them. 

It  is  not,  however,  only  with  respect  to 
Spain  itself,  to  the  formation  and  controul 
of  her  government,  and  to  the  conduct  of 
the  war  in  the  peninsula,  that  we  are  ac- 
cused of  great  and  sinful  negligences  and 
omissions,  but  with  respect  to  the  Spanish 
colonies,  we  are  said  to  have  been  crimin- 
ally neglectftti.  We  have  been  told  to 
night,  in  the  course  of  a  diseussion  upon 
another  aabjecl^  ihatwa  ihoatd  have  made 
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it  a  coDdition  of  our  alliance  widi  the  go* 
vemment  of  Spain,  that  the  Spaniarda 
shoold  give  up  the  slave  trade  in  their  co« 
lonies*  The  hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Brougham) 
who  made  that  observation, most  be  aware, 
that  it  would  have  been  much  easier  to 
declare,  than  to  efiectuate,  our  wishes  in 
such  a  caaci  I  am  as  anxious  as  that  bon. 
gent,  for  the  total  extermination  of  that 
abominable  trade,  anfl*  with  bim  I  am 
ready  to  allow  that  we  ou^bt  to  make 
every  sacrifice  to  principle,  whenever  such 
sacrifice  may  be  likely  to  advance  the 
principle  > but  I  very  much  qtiestion,  whe« 
ther  by  such  a  proposition,  prematurely 
brought  forward,  we  might  not  have  thrown 
the  Spanish  colonies  into  the  arma  of 
France,  M'iihout  at  all  advancing  tbe  ob« 
ject  of  homanity.  England  and  the  aho» 
lition,  on  one  side,  might  possibly  have 
had  but  an  unfavourable  competition 
against  Buonaparte  and  unlimited  alave 
trade  on  the  other,  in  bidding  for  the  af<» 
fections  of  the  colonies. 

Sir,  I  have  noticed  this  subject  inckletit* 
ally,  only  to  shew,  that,  in  thecokmial 
no  less  than  in  the  European  part  of  tbia 
great  political  question,  the  coarse,  which 
Uie  British  gofernment  have  had  to  steer, 
has  not  been  altogether  pla'm  sailing-^baa 
not  been  so  little  embarrassed  with  diffi- 
culties of  difierent  kinds,  as  to  entitle  gen- 
tlemen to  turn  rouhd  upon  the  King's  mi* 
nisters  and  make  it  matter  -of  charge 
against  them,  that  thev  have  not  provided 
for  every  interest,  and  secured  the  opera» 
tion  of  •rery  principle,  which  they  and 
we  may  conctnr  in  our  desire  to  promola 
and  to  maintain.  It  is  true,  it  is  perfectly 
true,  as  gentlemen  are  fond  of  observing^ 
that  Spain  is  a  country  of  prejudice  and 
of  bigotry  :  bigotry  and  prejudice,  bow<» 
ever,  not  without  their  use  in  such  a  cosi« 
test  as  that,  in  which  they  are  engaged--* 
prejudice,  livhicb  exalts  the  apirit  of  pa^* 
triptism  by  the  rooted  preference  fin*  tosir 
own  manners  and  institutions-  and  bigot* 
ry,  which,  if  it  is  akin  to  intolerance  on 
one  side,  is  allied  to  perseverance  on  tha 
other;  which,*  however  to  be  deprecated 
as  an  active  principle,  is  of  powerful  ope- 
ration in  inspiring  resistance,  and  aostain- 
ing  courage  under  oppression.  I  am  not 
sure,  that  balancing  the  good  and  the  evil 
of  such  qualities,  I  would  strip  tbe  Spanish 
nation  of  them,  in  their  present  cireami* 
stances,  if  •  I  could.  But  it  is  enoHgh  6e 
my  argament^that  I  could  not,  if  I  woold* 
And,  with  this  conviction,  nothing' cast  ha 
more  onreaaonabie  than  taasakeit  nsatfaf 
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Iff  reproach  -to  the  British  goveroment, 
that  they  ha?e  not,  at  the  same  time  th?t 
they  were  aiding  the  Spaniards  in^  a 
struggle  for  the  prerarvation  of  the  mother 
country,  been  able,  or  attempted,  to- en- 
gage them  to  revise  the  whole  system  of 
raeir colonial  polity;  to  adopt  reformar 
tions  and  improvements,  which,  if  they 
liad  been  disposed  to  adopt  them,  they 
might  have  found  it  impossible  to  recon- 
cile to  the  feelings  of  the  colonics,  and 
equally  impossible  to  enforce  against  those 
feelings,  at  a  time  when  the  circumstances 
of  the  war  must  necessarily  have  loossned 
the  ties  of  colonial  allegiance. 

Advice,  however,  has  not  been  with- 
held, nor  has  the  Spanish  government 
shewn  itself  unwiUing  to  listen  to  the  ad- 
vice which  has  been  ofiered  to  them,  for 
extending  privileges  to  the  colonies,  and 
uniting  them  closer  with  the  mother  conn- 
try  by  community  of  rights  and  of  inte- 
rests. To  promote  this  tmion  has  been 
the  object  of  our  policy.  Some,  I  know, 
are  of  opinion,' that  we  ought  rather  lo  have 
played  a  separate  game  with  the  colonies. 
The  hon.  gent,  who  spoke  last,  has  al- 
luded to  the  benefits,  which  might  be  de- 
rived to  this  country  from'  a  connection 
with  Spanish  America  altogether  distinct 
from  Spain.  I  have  only  to  observe,  that 
in  my  opinion,  if  any  advantages  are  to 
result  to  us  from  a  connection  with  the 
Spanish  trans -atUntic  colonies,  we  should 
rather  wait  for  them  as  a  reversion,  as  the 
reward  of  the  success,  or  the  consolation 
under  tlie  reverses  of  the  European  strug- 

Sle,  than  consider  them  as  a  temptation  to 
ie  premature  abandonment  of  the  mother 
cbontry.  With  these  feelings  deeply  im- 
pressed upon  my  mind  I  shall  never  con- 
sent that  the  hand  of  Great  Britain  should 
be  laid,  in  untimely  interference,  for'  the 
sake  of  immediate  gain  upon  Spanish 
America.  1  shall  never  be  one  of  those, 
who,  professing  the  warmest  wishes  for 

s  the  success  of  Spain,  would  aim  the  most 
deadly  blow  at  her  existence,  by  robbing 
her  of  those  foreign  dependencies,  now 
more  than  ever  necessary  to  enable  her  to 

'  maintain  her  independence,  by  prosecut- 
ing to  a  successful  issue  the  mortal  contest 
in  which  she  is  engaged*  Still  less  will  I 
consent  to  starve  the  Spanish  cause  for 

'  the  sake  of  hastening  that  consummation 
of  evil,  which,  if  it  is  not  to  be  averted, 
may  yet  be  delayed  ;  and  of  profiting  by 
the  rich  spoil,  #hich  we  may  gather  in 
Spanish  America,  after  European  8pain 
has  fidltn.    1  caoQOl  briog  myself  to  con* 


template  the  fate  of  Spaito,  as  oar*iiiimtt&^ 
ble  dramatic  poet  describes  one  of  his 
most  exquisitely  drawn  charactecs.  Shy  * 
lock,  contemplating  the  fate  of  his  daogh* 
ter,  who  had  fled  from  him  with  a  heap  of~ 
gold  aoid  jewels— while  he  is  lamenting' 
her  flight*   and  his  friends'  undertake  to 
console  him  with  the  hope,  that  after  all 
she  may  be  still  alive ;   he  presently  on- 
deceives  them  as  to  the  real  cause  of  bia 
wailing.     It  is  not  his  daughter,  but  his 
treasure  that  is  uppermost  in  his  thoughts. 
"  As  for  ber,"  says  he,  "  Would  she  lay 
*'  dead  at  my  feet,  with  the  jewels  in  her 
"  ear ;   would  she  were .  coQined  at  my 
"  feet,  so  that  my  ducats  were  in  her  cot- 
**  fin  !'^    So  it  is  that  the  hon.  gent,  and 
others  appear  to  think  «f  Spain ;    they 
think  of  the  money  that  she  has  cost  us ; 
they  think  of  the  little  return  in  profit 
that  she  has  made  to  us ;  they  look  to  the 
advantages,  which  we  may  hope  to  inherit 
after  her  struggle  is  well  over ;  and   they 
are  disposed  rather,  to  blame  the  obstinacy 
of  that  struggle,  and  to  deplore  the  length 
of  that  agony,  which  keeps  us  out  of  our 
expected  inheritance. 

And  yet.  Sir,  surely  the  coldest  heart, 
the  most  calculating  bead,  cannot  bnt  be 
warmed  and  exaltud  by  such  a  spectacle 
as  Spain  afibrds  to  the  world  !  There  can 
surely  be  but  one  feeling  in  this 'House 
with  regard  to  the  character  of  the%ianish 
cause :  no  man  can  entertain  a  doubt  that 
a  contest  of  such  a  description  ought  to 
succeed  ;  and,  if  in  spijte  of  all  the  difii- 
culties,  which  the  Spaniards  have  had  to 
encounter,  (and  formidable  those  difficul- 
ties have  been)  they  have  contended  with 
unbroken  spirit,  though  with  varioifs  for* 
tunes,  against  the  gig^antic  power  of  France 
in  a  manner,  ana  tor  a  period,  to  shame 
by  the  comparison  the  efforts  of  ahnost 
all  the  nations  of  the  continent,  I  most 
again  ask,  why  are  we  to  despair }  I  can- 
not bring  myself  yet  to  despair  of  the  oU 
timate  success  of  Spain,  becaute  i  would 
fain  believe  in  the  success  of  any  people, 
that  shall  act  upon  the  same  principle,  and 
persevere  with  the  same  courage  in  so 
righteous  a  cause ;  because  I  would  not 
despair  of  ourselves  under  similar  circum* 
stances. 

If  the  enemy  should  pais  those  outworks, 
which  the  line  of  poUcy  recommended  by 
the  hon.  gent,  opposite,  f  Mr.  Whitbread) 
would  level :  if  ever  we  snail  have  to  con* 
tend  against  that  enemy  on  British  growid, 
I  trust  that  our  resistance  will  be  signal, 
and  his  defeat  certaia :  bat  I  doabt  how 
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far  we  can  expect  to  exce€4  the  example 
which  is  set  to  u*  by  the  Spaniards.     In 
prowess  in  ih^  fieltf,  no  doubt  we  shall, 
aod  must  exceed  them,  because  that  de- 
pends upon  a  iiariety  of  circumstances  and 
advantaiges,  which  the  Spanish  nation  4id 
not  possess  ;    not  on  ^alonr  only  bat  on 
skill-*«on  discipline    in    the  soldier-r-on 
science  and  e^cperience  in  the  officer— 
and   above  all  upon  an  efficient  govern- 
ment to  organize  the  establishments,  to 
provide  for  the  accommodation,  and  to  di- 
rect the  movements  of  the  various  mas^s 
of  ii^dividuals,  that  compose  an  army.     In 
these  particulars  unquestionably  we  shall 
have  greatly  the   advantage  of  the  Spa- 
niards ;  but  in  other  qualities  not  less  es- 
sentially necessary  for  maintaining  a  de- 
fensive straggle — in  firmness  under  defeat 
— in  contentment  under  privations — in  pa- 
tience and  long  sufiecing,  we  may  equal, 
but  I  doubt,  if  we  can  go  beyond  them. 

Let  any  gentleman,  who  hears  me,  ask 
hisownmindj^and  ask  impartially,  whether 
he  can  answer  for  the  town  or  city  near 
which  he  lives,  that,  if  attacked  in  the 
same  way,  it  would  rival  in  its  defence 
the  heroic  perseverance  of  Saragossa  or 
Gerona  ?  If  any  man,  who  confides  (as  I 
trust  every  man  does)  in  the  ability  of 
this  country  to  defend  itself  against  any^ 
force  of  the  enemy,  yet  hesitates  how  far 
he  can  answer  this  question  in  the  affirma- 
tive, that  nian  has  no  right  to  despair  of 
the  eventual  triumph  of  Spain. 

The  contest  is  not  at  an  end.  The 
French,  it  cannot  be  denied,  have  gained 
very  considerable  advantages,  and  the 
Spaniards  have  on  the  other  hand  sufiered 
most  severely.  But  the  fortress  of  Cadiz, 
containing  the  principal  arsenal  and  the 
principal  naval  means  of  Spain,  and  garri- 
soned in  part  by  British  troops,  detains 
before  it  a  large  portion  of  the  French 
army ;  no.  impression  of  a  serious  nature 
Itas  been  made  upon  the  defences  of  that 
important  place ;  every  day  brings  fresh 
accounts  of  the  unabated  enthusiasm  dis- 
played by  the  population  of  the  various 
provinces;  the  French  troopii  are  har- 
rassed  in  their  movements  and  straitened 
in  their  quarters  by  the  desultory  activity 
of  the  Spanish  peasants ;  their  supplies 
cut  off,  and  their  communications  inter- 
cepted;— place  all  these  things  before 
your  eyes,  and  then  say,  if  it  be  at 
such  a  time,  and  under  such  circumstances, 
that  we  are  to  withdraw  ourselves  from  the 
support  of  Spain,  and  to  leave  the  penin- 
sula to  the  mercy  of  itarathless  oppressors? 
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*  I  have  said  tl^at  there  is  a  British  garri- 
son in  Cadiz.  1  admit  to  the  hon.  gent, 
that  some  jealousy  has  been  maiufestea  by 
the  Spanish  government  upon  this  subject* 
I  must  however,  in  this  respect,  do  justice  U> 
the  Spanish  government.  It  is  true,  that  I 
thought  it  my  duty  to  press  earnestly 
for  the  admittance  of  a  Biitish  force 
into  Cadiz,  afte^  the  failure  of  the  first 
.  campaign,  and  to  make  that  admittance  the 
sine  qua  non  condition  of  ever' again  send- 
ing British  troops  into  Spain.  It  ii 
equally  true,  that  the  Spanish  government 
would  not  at  that  time  consent  tp  receive- 
them.  But  it  is  no  less  true,  that  in  such 
refusal^  and  in  the  explanation  given  qf  the 
cause  of  it,  I  did  not  find  any  just  ground 
for  supposing,  that  it  had  proceeded  fix)m 
distrust  in  the  British  government.  A. 
governmentA  depending  for  its  existence, 
and  certainly  for  its  authority,  wholly 
upon  public  opinion,  and  aware  of  the 
jealousy,  (for  some  jealousy  of  us  did  most 
certainly  prevail  amongst  the  people  of 
Spain,)  with  which  the  nation  miglit  view 
the  introduction,  at  that  critical  period, 
of  foreign  troops  into  one  of  their  most 
important  naval  stations,  might  feel  itself 
obliged  to  decline  opening  the  gates  of 
Cadiz  to  a  British  corps,  until  an  adequato 
and  obvious  necessity  for  that  measure 
bad  arisen.  But  although  the  admittance 
of  our  troops  was  in  the  first  instance  re- 
fused on  these  grounds,  I  never  had  a 
doubt,  but  that  ihey  would  be  received 
whenever  the  necessity,  became  obvious* 
The  period  of  necessity  has  since  arrived, 
and  the  event  has  most  fully  justified  my 
expectation.  Cadiz  is  now  occupied  by 
British  conjointly  with  Spanish  troops: 
the  pledge  of  that  alliance  by  which  Spain 
may  yet  be  rescued  and  saved.  Whilst 
Cadiz  is  safe,  Spain  is  not  lost ;  and  while 
all  is  not  yet  lost,  all  is  ultimately  re- 
trievable. 

The  French  army  has  achieved  and 
may  continue  to  achieve  the  conquest 
of  province  after  province;  but  it 
has  not  been,  and  will  not,  be  able  to 
maintain  such  conquests  in  a  country, 
where  the  influence  of  the  conqueror 
does  not  extend  beyond  the  limits  of  his 
military  posts;  where  his  authority  is 
confined  within  the  fortresses  which  he 
garrisons,  or  the  cantonments  which  he 
occupies ;  where  all  that  is  behind  him, 
and  before  him,  and  around  him,  is  sullen 
discontent  and  meditated  vengeance-— 
unconquerable  resistance  and  iaextia* 
gttishable  bate. 
3  B 
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And  if  the  SpHMitt'ds  hkve  th«ir  sof- 
feriftgs  to  endure,  at  what  price  &6  the 
French  carry  on  this  war?  at  a')[)nce 
whith  ti6  former  w^r  with  tho  other  pow- 
>ft  of  Europe  has  cfv^r  cost  them.  The 
hon.  gent,  indeed,  has  lamented,  that  we 
i^uld  be  parties,  M  he  expressed  himself, 
to  the  system  of  warfare  ptirsued  by  the 
Spaniards,  which  he  describes  as  trads- 
g{^ssing  the  limits  of  legitimate  hostility. 
I  Woula  intreat  the  House  to  contrast  that 
stftntiment  with  what  fell  from  the' same 
hon.  gent  in  a  former  debatei  whfen'in- 
dther  hon.  member  detailed  to  the  House 
the  abominable  atrocities  comfnitted  by  the 
French  on  their  approach  to  the  Isle  of 
Leon.  On  that  occtt^it^h'  the  hon.  gelit.  af» 
fected'to  discredit  the  statenrent  of  crimes 
flo  phocktng  in  the  tecital,  and  watm- 
)y  deprecated  the  introduction  *of  such 
horrible  details  into  the  discussions -iA  this 
House,  lest  their  circulation  should  have 
tihe  fefTect  of  kubstittrting  wicked  enormities 
of  that  description  for  th<;  more  humane 
spirit  of  generous  warfare !  G^nerbus  War- 
fare! Good  Godi  the  genero^is  warfare 
begun  by  Buonaparte  against  unofiR^nding 
Spain  !  the  generosity  of  him,*— the  outra- 
geous violator  of  every  sacred  obtigalion, 
the  bloody  and  unfeeling  destroyer  of  the 
right^i  of  sovereigns,  ftnd  the  iadepend^e^ 
m  nations !  Far  am  I,  as  far  as  any  matr, 
from  justifiing  the  commission,  under  any 
drcumstances,  of  excises,  which  deftn-m 
the  character,  and  brutalize  the  feelings, 
flf  man.  But  the  crime  and  the  shame  are 
in  the  original  perpetrator.  There  are 
insults  and  "iojories,  which  to  havie  endured 
«t  the  hand  of  an  oppressor,  degrades  a 
nan  in  his  own  esteem,  and  forced  him  to 
f  ecover  hrs  level  by  a  signal  and  terrible 
revenge.  Such  are  the  inflictions,  which 
the  French  afrthies  have  poured  Out  upon  the 
Spaniards.  If  ever  actn  of  ferocious  reta- 
liation might  admit  of  extenuation,  it  is  in 
such  a  cause,  and  upon  such  provocation 
as  they  have  received  fW>m  tin  enemy 
unrestrained  in  his  career  of  ^nfbition 
and  blood  by  any  law  human  or  divine. 

Such  is,  in  my  opinion,  the  justification 
of  the  Spaniards.  Thus  they  defend  and 
avenge  their  invaded  country— >tfteir  pil- 
laged and  desolated  homes — theirimnrdered 
parents — their  violated  wives  and  datigh- 
iers-^and  who  shall  say  that  such  ven- 
geance is  not  justified  in  the  eyes  of  God 
and  man  ?  Who  shaH  pretend  that  the  as- 
sailaift  of  unoffending  and  defenc^esa  in«> 
nooence  isprivileged  firom  resistance  or 
tttaliation^  that  tb«  invader  hat  a  rig^t  to 


make  his  inroad  'v^heh  he  Ibinka  fft>  to  com^ 
mit  what  excesses  he  pleases ;«— but    thar 
he  is  y>Eily  to  be  met  hi  the  liked  field  and 
by  Vegttlar  battalbnt,  that  the  cAitmge  en-  the 
ahar  are  to  be  defended  or  aveoged    only 
by  an  enrolled  aoldiety  ;  that  the  peacefa! 
population  of  a  country  must  be  pmasive 
under  every  species  of  outrage   and  of 
wrong. 

That  our  army  has  had  any  share  fn 
committing  or  Countenancingsuch  excesses 
is  not  pretended,  and  wonld  not  ;admit  of 
excuse.    Our  business  with  the  enamj  is 
in  the  fi^ld.     But  that  I  should,  therelore, 
Whine  oter  his  sufiferings  and  his  losses— 
that  I  should  deny  or  disguise  the  satisfac- 
tion, which  I  derive  from  the  consideratimi 
that  every  French  soldier,  who  falls  a  sa* 
Orifice  to  Spanish  vengeance,  is  one  op- 
pressor the  less  for  the  rest  of  the  natiotM 
of  the  ivdrld;— fcwould  be  a    hypocrisy, 
which  I  dhrdain.    Long  niay  the  stttiggle 
be !  And  be  its  course  as  deathful   to  the 
French  armies  as  heretofore  1  0fie  R^uch 
army  has  alreadjr  been  worn  down  and 
destroyed  in  Spain :  and  I  know  ito  precept 
of  humanity  that  forbids  me  to  eauH  ta 
the  pmtp€ct  of  a  siniilar  Ihte  awaiting 
those,  who  are  now  thU  instrumtnfes  of  tj^ 
ranny  and  violence. 

War  is  unavoidably  attend<ed  with  ta* 
lamities,  as  well  as  with  glories.       hs 
glories   ate  sullied  and  darkened  by  its 
caiamitieJi:    its  calacmities  redeemed,*^or 
in  part  redeemed,  by  its  glories.    But  if 
we  accustotn  trarselves  to  look  dnly  at  one 
side  of  the  pictrfre  in  the  case  of  anenemy 
and  at  the  other  in  our  o#h  ;^*-at  all  that 
is  gloomy  on  one  part,  and  all  that  is  bril* 
liant  on  the  other'-^if  we  count  fhr  the 
enemy  all  that  he  gains  bnd  all  that  we 
Ibse-i^bot  for  ourselves  Only  onr  positive 
gains,  without  admitting  into  the  account 
the  lotees  of  the    enemy:  against  such 
a  mode  of  calcu1attf>g  results  no  spirit  can 
long  stand  unimpaired  ><-We  gototheMd 
already  half  sdfbdued ;  wie  may  intitle  osr* 
selves  to  commendation  for  the  fineness  of 
our  sympatthres ;   but  we  are  utterly  on- 
fitted  for  continuing  the  contest. 

I  fear,  that  I  may  bate  detsined'the 
House' to  an  unpardonable  Kmgth  upon  the 
subject  of  Spain  :  though  i  feel  it  levea 
now  dHficult  to  tear  myself  from  -it.  I 
hope  however  that  my  excune  fbr  having 
dtrelt  upon  it  so  long  may  be  f<Mind  in 
the  share,  which  I  personally  had  in  the 
counsels  andtneastiresof  this  govermneot 
at  the  commencement  of  me  Spasiifa 
^Mgglc,  and  in  the  dcalre;.  Which  T  natu* 
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rally  M$  tbut  -iliese  coooveb  and  me«« 
surca  ahoQld  be  distinctly  and  fairly  onder* 
stood*  butf  above  allj  in  my  earnest  zeal  fos 
the  success  of  onr  allies,  and  for  the  con* 
tinuance  of  oqr  effective  support  of  a  caose 
inTolving  as  much  ovr  interest  as^  onr 
glory- 

I  shall  now*  proceed  to  follow  the  hon. 
gent*  briefly  into  one  or  tvyo  of  the  other 
lopicsj  to  which  he  has  alluded.  As  to  the 
itatcments  made  by  the  hon.  gent,  with 
respect  to  Sicily  ;  to  the  disaffection  of 
its  lobabiiants ;  to  the  probable  change 
iti  the  policy  of  the  Sicili^  government 
aod  the  consequent  critical  situation  of 
the  Bi:itish  army  in  that  island,  I  shall  only 
assert*  as  an  individual*  (having  no  ofiScial 
knowledge  tosupj>ort  my  assertion) — that 
I  believe  his  opmioos  and  his  appr^hen- 
atpQS  to  be  unfounded,  i  do  not  believe 
that  there  is  any  correspoD4ence  open  be- 
tween Buonaparte  and  the  queen  of  Na- 
ples. I  have  not  seen  the  letter  to  which 
the  hon.  gent,  referai,  but  from  the  descrip- 
tion of  it*  I  should  doubt  if  it  be  genuine. 

i^s  to  the  efiect  of  the  Austrian  mar- 
riage upon  the  politics  of  the  court  of  Pa- 
lermo* I  osnnot  oblige  the  hon.  gent,  to 
forego  his  conjecture*  though  1  do  not 
agree  with  him  in  it.  I  will  only  say 
by  the  wav,  that  I  am  glad  to  miss*  in  the 
Jb^n.  gent,  s  speech  of  to  night*ihe  epithet 
of  "/e/iir"  which  he  applied  on  a  former 
night  to  this  inauspicious  alliance*  The 
painter  of  old,  when  be  drew  the  picture 
of  the  sacrifice  of  lphigenia«  despairing  to 
express  the  workings  of  anguish  and  sbamp 
in  the  coqntenance  of  the  rather  by  whom 
she  was  sacrificed*  hid  Agamemnon  s  face  in 
his  robe*  so  would  I  have  the  hon.  gent, 
deal  on  this  occasion  with  tbe  emperor  of 
Austria*  and  at  least npt  insult  his  paternal 
feelings  by  ascribing  to  themthe  cnaracter 
of ''  felicity." 

But  whatever  may  i)e  the  soundness  of 
the  hon.  gent's  speculations  in  respect  to 
the  ultimate  policy  and  copduct  of  the 
court  of  Sicily»  lam  not  pjrepared  to  recom- 
mend the  anticipation  of  treacjiery :  I 
cannot  agree  therefore  with  the  hon.  gent 
to  withhold  the  vote  of  credit*  lest  part  of 
it  should  be  expended  in  defeating  the 
desi^  of  tbe  enemy  upon  Sicily*  and 
keeping  him  outof  possession  of  it  too  long.' 
I  aDUtili  less  prepared  (even  if  that  were  a 
cheap  expedient)  to  seize  on  Sicily  for  our- 
selves. 

From  Sicily— declaring*  that  in  Europe 
he  sees  nothing  to  requure  or  justify  so 
b ^e  a  vpte  of  ,Cfedit*  the  hon.  gem.  passes 


to  America*  and  speciBcaHy  objecia  to 
the  vote  of  credit  on  the  ground,  that  a 
war  with  the  United  States  is  no  longe^ 
pfobablf  •  I  hope  and  trust  it  is  not.  The 
recent  proceedings  of  co^re^s  havQ  ef-' 
fected  so  mpch  of  what  it  was^th^  anxious 
wish  of  the  government*  of  which  I  was 
a  member*  to  attain*  that  I  tru$t  all 
oni*  differences,  with  America  may  be 
^eediiy  a^usted.  In  truth  I  had'  never 
much  doubt  upon  my  mind,  that  America* 
if  left  to  her  owp  policy  and  to  thf:  eSe.Qt 
of  those  discussions*  which  would  take 
place  in  her  own  legislatures*  general  and 
provincial*  would  at  no  distant  period  ar« 
rive  at  that  point*  at  which  by  the  late 
act  of  Congress  she  appears  to  ha^e  .ar- 
rived. No  man  is  more  anxious,  than  ,1  aip 
for  an  amicable  accommodation. with  that 
power.  But  I  trust,  at  tl^e  same  titpe* 
that  tbe  change  in  the  policy  of  the  United 
States  has  not  been  ejected  by  any  iip- 
proper  concessions  o(i  our  part ;  a  circum- 
stance* which  I  can  fully  disclaim*  during 
the  period  that  I  remamed  in  oQ^qe.  I 
should  rather  hope*  that  it  has  been  the 
consequence  of  a  determined  adherence  to 
that  system,  which  has  been  so  ol^en  de- 
claimed against  in  this  House«  but  which 
has  proved  as  clearly  beneficial  to  the 
commercial  interests*  as  it  has  been  con- 
sistent with  the  political  dignity*  of  this 

nation* 

The  hon,  gent  has  introduced  into  thii 
part  of  the  discussion  a  reference  to  the 
matructions  given. to  our  minister  to  tb^ 
United  States,  (Mr.  Erskine)  upon  which 
it  was  not  my  wish  to  have  touched*  if  tbp 
hon.  gent,  had  not 'forced  me  to  do  so* 
because  I  cannot  touch  upoit  it  without 
speaking  unfavourably  of  the  conduct  of  a 
centleman  towards  'Wbom  I  entertain  no 
feeling  of  hostility  whatever.  But*  as  thf 
hon.  gent,  has  thought  proper  again  to  advert 
to  the  subject*  1  am  compelled*  in  my 
ow^  defence  again  to  assert  as  t  have 
repeatedly  before  asserted*  that  Mr. 
Erskine*  m  the  arrangement,  which  he 
concluded  with  the  Americangovemment, 
did  violate  both  the  letter  anfl  the  spirit  of 
the  instructions,  under  which  he  acte^l. 
That  he  violated  tbe  letter  of  his  instruc- 
tions* is  admitted  by  every  body— by  the 
hon.  gent  himself.  Mr.  Erskine  was  ex- 
pressly directed  to  do  certain  things, 
which  he  did  not  do.  But  it  was  not*  as 
the  hon.  gent,  insinuates*  a  mere  formal 
error— a  merely  literal  mistake.  Mr.  Er- 
skine violated  the  spirit  of  his  instructions, 
because*    being    authorised  to   oonci:do 
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certain  poinfs  to  the'  American  govern- 
ment^ in  consideration  only  of  concessions 
to  be  by  them  reciprocally,  and  simul- 
taneously made — he  did  that  absolutely, 
.which  he  was  instructed,  to  do  only  con- 
ditionally, and  thereby  lowered  the  tone, 
and  just  pretensions  of  his  country.  I  am 
still  ready,  as  I  ever  have  been,  to  go 
into  the  full  di.^cussion  of  thi«  question, 
whenever  the  hon.  gent,  may  think 
proper  ;  but  unless  he  should  advert  to  it 
again  I  shall  now  take  a  final  leave  of  it, 
and  never  again  revive  it. 

Sir,  I  have  now  only  to  add,  with  re- 
spect to  the  bill  before  the  House,  that  it  is 
not,  because  I  think  that  a  war  is  to  be 
apprehended  with  America,  or  that  a 
question  may  arise  as  to  the  abandonment 
or  seizure  of  the  island  of  Sicily,  that  I 
iaissent  to  the  vote  of  credit ;  but  because 
I  wish  to  enable  his  Majesty's  ministers 
to  aid  to  the  utmost  extent,  to  mainl<\in 
to  the  last  extremity,  the  contest  in 
Portugal  and  Spain,  and  also  to  take 
advantage  of  any  opportunities  which 
'iriay  arise,  for  the  annoyance  of  the  enemy, 
and  for  which,  without  a  vote  of  credit, 
they  might  be  unprovided.  For  the  ap- 
plication of  the  means,  which  this  vote 
entrusts  to  them,  the  ministers  are  respon- 
sible. And  I  can  assure  the  hon.  gent., 
that,  if  he  and  his  friends  had  now  the 
conduct  of  the  government,  for  the  same 

f purposes,  and   under  the  like  i^esponslhi* 
ity,  I  should  not  be  disposed  to  withhold 
^  from    them   that    degree   of    confidence 
(whatever  it  be)  which  this   vote  may  be 
construed  to  imply. 

Mr.  fF.  Smith  was  ready  to  do  justice 
to  the  eloquence  of  the  right  hon.  gent, 
but  could  not  avoid  confessing,  that  not- 
withstanding the  impression,  which  such 
'a  display  of  oratory  was  calculated  to 
make,  the  papers  upon  the  table,  and  the 
dispatches  from  lord  Wellington,  afford  a 
conclusive  answer  to  the  splendid  hopes 
still  held  out  in  the  speech  of  the  right 
hon.  gent.  All  the  representation  of  per- 
sons lately  arrived  from  Spain,  vj^erc  more 
in  conformity  with  the  contents  of  lord 
Wellington's  dispatches,  than  with  the 
^ight  hon.  gcnt.'s  sanguine  picture  of  the 
prospects  of  that  country.  Did,  lie  would 
ask,  any  recent  accounts  encourage  the 
expectations  raised  by  thii  inspiritingde- 
clamation,  which  the  Housu  had  just 
heard  i  Did  not,  on  the  contrary,  the 
latest  advices  demonstrate  that  no  hopes 
were  to  be  entertained  of  co-operation 
on  the  part  of  Spain?  With  respect  to  the 


horrible  acts  of  retaliation,  stated  to    havr 
been  committed  by  the  Spaniards,  tfiough 
he  was  persuaded  they  hdid  been  pro'roke  J 
by  the  atrocities  of  the  French,  ye^    they 
were    too  shocking  to  be  countenanced. 
If  the   contest   was  to  be  continued    in 
Spain  he     had  no   hesitation  in    aratin^« 
that  he  would  rejoice  in  alt  the  legitimate 
losses    which   the  French  might    sustain 
there   in  the  progress  of  the  war.      This 
feeling,  however,  was  confined    to    losses 
suffered  by  the  casualties  of  open    and 
resrular  warfare,  but,  when   he  heard    of 
drowning  7oO  French   prisoners  in    cold 
blooil^  he  could  not  give  way  to  any  other 
feeling  than  a  sensation  of  horror  and  re- 
probation.    As  to  the  war  in  the  peninsufa 
he  shoutd  only  say/  that,   as  Buonaparte 
had  declared  he  would  not  negociate  till 
he  had  subdued  Spain,  if  Spain  were  to  be 
used  by  his  Majesty's  ministers  as  an  in- 
j^trument  of  neiiociation,  it  might  be  de- 
sirable   to   carry  on  the    struggle    there. 
With  respect  to  Sicily,  he   had  g<K>d   in- 
formation that  the   people  there  were  not 
attached  to    their  government,  and   if  a 
French  force  were  to  land  in  that  island, 
he  fearedthat  between  the  vacillating  policy 
of  the  governmentand  the  decided  dissatis- 
faction of  the  people,  our  army  would  be 
placed  in  a  very  dangerous  situation,      h 
was  true  the  command  of  the  Sicilian  array 
had  been   given   to  the  British  '  general, 
but,  if  its  sentiments  should  change  with 
circumstances,     the    same     government 
which  conferred  the  command  of  its  army 
on  our  general,  might  as   readily  transfer 
it  to  a  French  general.     Whilst  he  mnde 
these  observations,   however,    he   would 
not  be  understood,  to  mear\  that  we  should 
take    measures   upon  an   anticipation  of 
treachery,  but  that  argument  appeared  to 
him  to  come  with  a  very  bad  grace  from 
those  who  had  defended  the  unprincipled 
attack   upon  Copenhagen.      The  policy 
which   he  would  recommend,  was,   that 
every  endeavour  should  be  made  to  con- 
ciliate the  Sicilian  people,  to  attach  them 
to   their  government,  and    render  them 
zealous  in  co-operating  with  our  army  for 
the  eflcctual    defence   of  their  country. 
Having     made    these    few   remarks    be 
should  not  refuse  his  assent  to  the  vote  of 
credit. 

Mr.  Whithread,  in  explanation,  adverted 
to  the  general  scope  of  the  right  hon. 
gent/s  (Mr.  Canning's)  speech,  which  was, 
in  fact,  no  answer  to  him,  but  which  seemed 
to  have  been  prepared  rather  as  a  reply 
to  a  speech  expected  from  a  right  hon. 
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Friend  of  bis  (Mr.  Sheridan)  who  had  an- 
nounced hfs  intention  qf  bringing  forward 
a  motion  upon  the  subject  of  Spain.  That 
motionA.however,  was  abandoned);  but  yet 
the  right  hon.  gent,  was  resolved  that  his 
prepared  speech  should  not  be  lost,  and 
therefore  the  House  had  been  entertained 
by  his  display  of  eloquence.  With  re- 
gard to  the  allusions  made  by  the  right . 
lion.  gent,  to  his  opinion  respecting  peace, 
he  could  assure  the  right  hon.  gent,  that 
he  had  not  abjured,  as  he  seemed  to  sup- 
pose, n^r  abandoned,  but  omitted  stating 
any  opinion  he  had  ever  expressed  upon 
that  puint. — He  still  thought,  that  up  to 
the  invasion  of  Spain,  the  continuance  of 
the  war  was  sofely  owing  to  this  country. 
For  the  termination  of  that  war  he  stilt 
naturally  wished  and  hoped,  and  he  con- 
fessed that  his  hope  of  peace  was  consi- 
derably encouraged  by  the  circumstance 
of  the  right  hon.  gcnt.'s  exclusion  from  the 
cabinet.  As  to  ihe  misconduct  or  cruelty 
ascribed  to  Buonaparte,  he  believed  that 
nothing  of  the  kind  could  exceed  that  ac- 
tually committed  b^  lord  Wellesley  in 
Indiu.  Ic  did  not,  therefore,  become  the 
friends  of  that  noole  marquis  to  be  so  for- 
ward and  loud  in  their  complaints  againsi 
Buonaparte,  in  concluding,  the  hon.  mem- 
ber took  notice  of  the  omission  of  minis- 
ters to  advert  to  the  singular  attempt  to 
steal  Ferdinand  the  7th  from  France,  an 
attempt  which  these  ministers  could  not 
deny  nor  venture  ti>  justify. 

Sir  /f.  Montgotnery,  perceiving  that  the 
hon.  gent,  having  no  personal  knowledge 
of  the  transactions  in  India  must  have  de- 
rived his  information  relative  to  tlie  mar- 
quis of  Welleslcy's  conductin  India,  from 
other  sources,  undertook  to  say,  that  such 
information  was  totally  false. 

Mr.  Whitbrtad  asked  whether  the  hon. 
baronet  could  deny,  or  would  attempt  to 
vindicate  the  conduct  practised  towards  the 
Nabob  of  Arcot,  who  was  given  into  the 
hands  of  his  enendies,  and  never  more 
heard  of,  or  the  invasion  of  his  territory, 
with  all  its  consequent  cruelties. 

Sir  H,  JHonigottieiy  asserted  that,  to  his 
knowledge,  lord  Wellesley  was  2¥)0  miles 
from  thespotwhen  tbe  Nabob  of  Arcot 
was  so  surrendered. 

'  Mr.  ^/fi/^efld  observed, that  sudf  might 
be  the  case,- but  that  none  of  the  cruelties 
which  took  place  in  Spain  were  upon  the 
same  principle  attributable  to  Buonaparte. 
For  they  were  not  committed  by  him  but 
by  the  army.  Probably,  indeed,  Buona- 
parte was  as  little  concerned  as  lord  Wel- 


lesley in  the  personal  perpetration  of  any 
cruelty  or  injustice,  but  was  that  an  ad- 
missible defence  for  any  government 
which  knew,  or  ought  to  know,  of  tbe 
misconduct  of  its  agents  ? 

Mr.  Cannmg  said  a  few  words  in  vindi* 
cation  of  lord  Wellesley  and  Mr.  Frere. 
— ^I'he  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time  and 
passed. 


HOUSE   OF   LORDS. 

Saturday,  June  16. 

[East  India  Loan  Bill.]  The  Earl  of 
Lauderdale  contended,  that  the  Ease  India 
company  had  no  right  to  divide  \0\  pet 
cent,  wliich  they  now  did  ;  and  therefore 
he  could  never  sanction  this  grant  of 
1,500,000/.  as  a  loan,  for  their  assistance. 
That  they  were  taking  such  a  dividend, 
contrary  to  law,  he  appealed  to  the  33d 
Geo.  3.  c.  52. ;  and  he  would  defy  any 
noble  lord  to  $tand  up  and  say,  he  was  not 
warranted  in  this  construction  of  that  act 
of  parliament.  If  any  doubt  could  pos* 
sibly  be  entertained,  he  would  remove  it 
by  moving  "  That  the  judges  be  called 
in«  for  the  purpose  of  proposing  that 
question.'* 

The  Earl  of  LtV^rpoo/ thought  tbe  House 
would  be  placed  in  a  very  embarrassing 
predicament,  if  they  should  call  for  the 
attendance  of  the  judges,  without  having 
considered  whether  they  would,  or  woold 
not  propose  any  question. 

Lord  Holland  conceived  it  was  ^pry 
clear,  from  what  had  been  stated  by  his 
noble  friend,  that  the  company,  contrary  to 
an  act  of  parliament,  were  taking  such  di- 
vidends to  themselves  ;  if  so,  it  would  be 
highly  improper  that  such  expedients  as 
this  loan  bill  should  be  resorted  to,  for  tbe 
purpose  of  supporting  them,  to  the  injury 
of  their  creditors. 

This  motion  was  put,  but  negatived,  and 
the  bill  was  read  the  second  time. 

[Appropriation  Bill.]  Upon  the  se- 
cond reading  of  this  bill. 

The  liarl  of  LauderMak  called  the  at- 
tention of  their  lordships  to  the  many  ini- 
provident  grants  in  this  bill.  He  snould 
not  oppose  the  measure ;  but  he  could  not 
help  noticing  the  sum  granted  for  the  par- 
pose  of  carrying  on  tbe  Caledonian  canal. 
Already  350,000/.  had  been  expended, 
nntl  250,000  /.  more  was  intended  for  tbe 
same  undertaking,  yet  there  was  notajen- 
sible  man  in  Scotland  whodidnotperceire 
it  would  produce  no  ultimate  good.  There 
were  97O,O0O<.  granted  as  aecret  service 
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ittoney,  and  yet'hd  coo]d  not  imagine  how 
the  present  state  of  the  affairs  of  the  con- 
tinent required  so  laree  a  sun^  unless  it 
were  to  raise  up  such  characters  as  the 
baron  de  Kolh*. .  He  nes^t  adverted  to  the 
large  grants  for  Ireland^*  for  the  various 
hospitalSj  and  for  agriculture.  There  was 
no  less  a  sum.  than  lO^OOOl.  granted  for 

firoclamations ;  and  for  printing  aiid  pub< 
ishing,  upwards  of  22;000{.  beings  greater 
sum  uian  what  was  required  ibr  ihe  two 
Houses  of  Parliament.  It  was  his  de- 
cided opinioB  that  a  greater  saving  might 
be  maae  by  attending  to  the  various 
grants  included  in  thi^  one  bill,  than  by 
the  abolition  of  all  sinecure  places  in  the 
kingdom ;  and  he  thought  it  more  suited 
^  the  consideration  of  a  certain  comr 
mittee  in  the  other  House  of  Parliament. 

The  Earl  Qf  Harrowfy  agreed  with  the 
noble  earl  that  more  saving  might  be 
made  to  the  country  by  an  attention  to 
these  subjects^  than  by  apy  diminution  of 
sinecure  places.  He  also  concurred  with 
bim  respecting  the  amount  granted  to  the 
Caledonian  Canal.  At  the  same  time  these 
mms  had  been,  as  to  other  subjects, 
^ually  large  in  former  administrations. 

After  a  few  words  from  the  Earl  of  Ross- 
lyn,  the  bill  was  then  raad  the  second 
lime. 

[Drurt-Lans  Thbatke  Bill.]  The 
Dplce  of  Norfolk,  so  far  from  meaning  to  op- 
pose the  billi  thought  it  founded  on  the  most 
nonoorable  >  motives,  and  framed  for  the 
justestpurppses;  and  be  heartily  wished  it 
success.  He  stiU,  however^  retained  his 
.opiniouj  that  if  it  could  be  done>  con- 
mtently  with  justice  and  good  faith>  there 
ought  to  be  a  third  theatre  in  the  meU'o- 
poUs.  The  new  theatre,  he  hoped/  would 
not  be  of  the  magnitude  of  the  former 
<me :  and  if  it  was  only  of  a  size  fit  for 
hearing  and  scenery,  the  necessity  of  a 
third  would  be  increased.  He  was  sorry, 
therefor^,  not  to  see  in  the  present  bill  any 
provision  for  using  both  the  patents  pos- 
sessed by  the  proprietor. 
.  Lord  HoBofid  gave  notice,  he  should 
jUi^ve  the  third  reading  on  Monday. 

neusB  OF  Loans. 

Monday,  Junf  18. 

(Arai<rAli  Slate  Trade.]  lAuriHolUmd 
tmited,  that  the  motion  he  was  about  to 
•obmit,  wo«ld  meet  with  their  lordshijis' 
eoBCHoeiice.  whatever  might  origioally 
have  been  the  diflerence  of  opinion  on  »the 
Mblie^t  ef  the  abciitigfi  of  the  Slave  Trade, 


it  most  now  be,  the  goneid  with  tbal 
countries  might  be  induced  to  coociir 
that  abolition  which  had  been  so  happily 
efiiscted  here     He  was  not  disposed  at  tfa^e 
present  moment,  to  propose  any  ceiuuv«r 
upo^  ministers ;  his  oply  object  wna»  thai  a> 
pledge  should  be  given  by  the  House  by 
an  Aiddress  to  the  crown,  praying  ih&a 
further  steps  might  be  taken,  to  indnoe 
foreign  powers  to  abolish  this  ae&rioits 
traffic.    More  mi^ht  have  been  done  bw 
his  Mtyesty'a  ministers^  particularly  wiia 
respect  to  Sweden.    With  reference  also 
to  the  peninsula  of  Spain  and  Portugal^  be 
thought  enough  had  not  been  done,    xherc 
were  only  two  provinces  of  the  Spanish 
dominions,  into  which,  upon  the  narrower 
and  most  miserable  view  of  a  miatakcn 
policy,  the  importation  of  slaves  coald  be 
now  of  the  least  conseqnence,  namely, 
Cuba  and  Buenos  Ayres  ;  to  theae  pro- 
vinces, according  to  his  view  of  the  sob- 
iect,  the  abolition  would  be  highly  base- 
ncial,  and  to  the  rest  it  must,  so  far  aa  any 
supposed  mistaken,  interest  was  concerned* 
be  a  matter  of  perfect  indifierence»    He 
was  aware  that  with  respect  to  Portvgal 
thgre  was  greater  difficulty,  because  Uie 
trade  was  carried  on  from  one  Portogoese 
port  in  Africa  to  anotber  Portuguese  port 
in  the  Brazils;    and  he  willingly  gare 
praise  to  ministers  for  their  proposition  for 
purchasing  the   Portuguese  territory  io 
Africa,  which  would   have   placed    the 
subject  upon  a  totally  diilereot  footing. 
He  thought,  however,  that  some  course 
might  be  adopted  to  effect  an  aboliiioo 
which  was  so  highly  desirable,  or  at  any 
rate  to  prevent  Briiish  capital  from  being 
covered  by  a  foreign  flag  in  carrying  on 
this  inhuman  traffic.    It  might  ultimately 
come  to  be  a  question  whether  the  law  of 
liationsj  well  understood,  did  not  authorize 
the  treating  all  those  persons  as  piralts 
who  persisted,  in  defiance  of  all  reason, 
justice,  and  humanity,  in  trading  in  homvi 
fleshy  but  in  the  mean  time,  no  practi- 
cable inducement  ought  to  be  left  untried, 
to  bring  about,  by  common  consent^  ^ge- 
neral abolition  of  this  disgrapefai,  tramc. 
In  the  treaty  which  his  noble  friend  (lonl 
Auckland)  and  himself  had  negociatfid 
with  the  American  ministers,  an  article 
had  been  introduced  with  reference  to  this 
subject.    Parliament  bad  not  then  finalfy 
agreed  to  the.  abolition,  and  conseqoently 
an  article  upon  the  subject  could  not  he 
introdaced  with  that  force  and  efieotv  as  if 
the  abolition  here  had  actually  been  sanc- 
tioned by  the  legialalufa.    Tbatiieaty^  it 
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laiowfi>  Wfts  lIM  TaM«d»  but  the  AiHe"* 
legislattire  mbseqaentty  ptos^d  a  law 
for  tha  tbolition  of  thii  trade.    He  was  of 
optnicm  ili«t  an  arrangement  might  be  ad* 
joMed  in  a  flatisfitctot'y  manner  with  Ame- 
rica«  by  which  a  mnMal  power  of  execu* 
ting  the  taws  of  each  country  mi^ht  be 
esiabluhed,  by  which  all  the  inhabitantd 
of  the  United  States,  who  ac^ed  in  defiance 
of  ih/t  laws  of  their  own  Country  in  carry *» 
ing  on  this  trade  «nder  a  foref|;n  flag 
•hoold   be  liable  to  caoture  by  British 
sliipa  of  war,  and  all  tnose  persons  here 
who  carried  on  the  trade   in  a  sonilar 
manner,  and  who  were  equally  traitors  to 
liie  laws  of  their  coantry,  shouM  be  also 
liiMe  to  capture  by  American  Tessels. 
He  was    extremely   axudoas   that  some 
|>ledge  shoaid  be  giTen  by  the  House  of 
its  TOtire  for  the  general  abolition  of  this 
inhuman  traffic,  feeling  that  the  goTern- 
nent  in  Hs  applications  to  foreign  powers 
for  this  most  desirable  purpose  would  hare 
those  applications  much  strengthened  by 
1^  detennhi'^iott  of  the  people  of  the 
United  Kingdom  being 'expressed  through 
their  legal  orgakis,  tbe  two  Houses  of  Par- 
liament, and  being  conv inched  that  if  once 
an  the  powers  of  Europe  had  Agreed  upon 
the  abolition  of  this  abominable  trade,, that 
no  state  would  afterwards  venture  again  to 
establish  it,  as  no  individual  could  be  ibund 
base  and  degraded  enough  to  propose  it. 
He   was   the    more   anxious   upon   this 
point,    observing    how    little    had  been 
done,  "and    how  much   there  remained 
to  bt  done,  to  eflect  an  object  of  so  rnnch 
importance  to  famnanity  and  justice.    Be- 
fore he  sat  down,  he  wished  to  do  justice  to 
the  bland  of  Jamaica,  in  stating  that  he 
sbelie^^  the  planters  of  that  island  had  in 
general  paid  a  strict  obedience  to  the  act 
of  abolHion,  and  had  not  attempted  to 
evade  it.      His   lordship  concluded   by 
moving  sm  Address  to  his  Majesty,  praying 
that  ttuther  steps  might  be  taken  to  in* 
dace  ft>fvign  powers  to  abolish  this  trade. 
The  Earl  of  Lhcrpooi  had  no  objection 
to  the  motion;    he  had  always  agreed 
upon  the  principle  of  obtaining  the  con* 
lent  of  other  powers  to  the  abolition  of  this 
trade,  and  every  effort  had  been  made  by 
nHmsters  to  effect  this  object.    With  re- 
«pect  to  Sweden,  which  Was  the  only  ap* 
piretttly  doubtful  point,  the Ikct  was,  that 
previ^  16  the  ci'rcumstances  which  bad 
btely  faap^ned,  a  negociation  was  on 
foot  for  a  ^commercial  treaty  with  that 
power,  and  it  was  thooght  better  to  intro* 
dooe  an  article  rdatite  to  the  abolition  of 


this  trade  Into  the  trea^,  thftn  to  make  it 
the  sabject  of  a  separatenegociation.  Ha 
agreed  with  the  noblfe  Ibrd  with  respect  to 
the  disposition  6f  the  planters  of  Jamaica 
to  pay  a  strict  obedience  to  the  act  of  abo* 
lition,  and  that  being  the  case^  there  could 
be  no  difficulty  as  to  the  other  islands. 

The  Address  was  agreed  to  nemo  dis. 

[Diss^tKBs.]  Viscount  Sidmouth  adv 
terted  to  the  intention  he  had  « formerly 
expressed  of  bringirtg  forward  in  the 
course  of  the  session,  son^e  motbn  relative 
to  the  mode  of  grantinj^- licences  to  IKs* 
senting  Teachers.  He  tKongbt  it  s^ubject 
of  considerable  importance,  as  'under  the 
present  mode  of  execatinig'the  acts,  if  it 
person  presented  himself  to  the  jostices  at 
the  quarter  sessions,  and  took  the  oath  of 
allegiance,  and  subscribed  the  declaration 
required  by  law,  he  was  entitled  of  right 
to  a  certificate,  which  entitled  hnin,  what- 
ever might  be  his  age,  whatever  might  be 
his  ignorance',  or  whatever  might  be  his 
d<*pravlty,  to  preach  and  teach  any  doc- 
trines he  pleased,  and  which  entitled  him 
a4so,  whether  he  did  preach  or  teach  or 
not,  to  exempttfm  from  parochial  offices, 
and  from  serf  ices  in  the  militia.  This, 
his  lordship  considered  as*  an  'abuse  to 
which  a  remedy  ought  to  be  applied.  He 
had,  however,  upon  mature  consideration, 
determined  to'  postpone  till  ne^t  sessions, 
the  bringing  fetwafd  any  motion  upon  the 
subject.  He  wished'  it;  at  the  same  time, 
to  be  distinctly  understood,  that  he  meant 
nothing  hostile  to  the  Uisserttersi  He  C0h« 
sidcred  the  toleration  act  as  the  palladium 
of  religious  liberty,  and  had  not  the 
slightest  intention  of  proposing'  any  in* 
fringement  of  it 

Earl  Stai^qpe  was  conscious  of  the  itre^ 
gularity  of  taking  up  the  time  of 'the 
Honse  in  speaking  upon  notices.  But  ha 
could  not  refrain  from  noticing  the  nranner 
in  which  the  noble  viscount  nad  occupied 
their  time  witliout  condescending  to  ex* 
plain  the  nature  of  the  motion  he  intended 
to  make,  and  of  which  lie  had  giren  so 
lonff  a  notice.  The  noble  viscooin  had 
spoke  of  the  age,  the  character,  and  the 
learning  which  ought  to  eiist  in  those  to 
whom  licences  were  granted. '  Upon  these 
several  requisites,  he  should  be.' glad  to 
know  how  the  noble  viscount  would  fix 
the  mode  of  ascertaining  their  different 
proposhfbns?  FV)r  instance,  what- itosirum 
would  the  noble'  viscount  prescribe,*  by 
whidt  their  lordships  should  ascertain  the 
quantity  of  Idarning  necessary  in  m  drs^ 
senter  before  the  license  wa^  granted.      ^ 
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Viscount  Sidmouth  thought  he  had  suf* 
ficiently  explained  the  reasons  which  had 
guided  his  conduct  upon  the  present  oc* 
casion.  But,  from  the  remarks  made  by 
.the  noble  earl,  he  tvas  induced  to  state 
more  particularly  the  nature  of  those 
measures  which  he  had  it  in  contem- 
plation to  propose.  The  chief  object  he 
bad  in  view  was  to  require  from  the  person 
intending  to  act  under  such  a  license,  a 
certificate  from  the  congregation  or  sect  to 
whom  he  belonged,  that  he  was  a  compe- 
tent person,  in  their  opinion,  to  the  ois- 
charge^f  the  duty  of  a  preacher,  and  that 
it  was  by  their  recommendation  he  applied 
for  the  licence.  If  such  a  guard  were 
placed  against  the  abuses  of  toleration,  it 
would  not  only  be  beneficial  to  those  under 
the  Established  Church,  but,  he  had  au- 
thority to  say,  it 'would  meet  the  appro- 
bation of  the  general  part  of  the  Dis- 
senters. 

Lord  Holland  was  sorry  irregularly  to 
intrude  himself  upon  the  notice  of  their 
lordships,  when  no  motion  was  before 
them  ;  but  he  thought  the  noble  viscount 
would  have  subjected  himself  to  consider- 
able misunderstanding,  had  he  not  more 
explicitly  defined  the  precise  object  of  his 
intended  motion.  With  regard  to  himself, 
he  so  much  valued  the  blessings  ehjoyed 
under  the  toleration  act,  that  the  allegation 
or  recommendation  of  any  individual 
would  never  induce  him  to  alter  the  pro- 
▼isions.  The  inconveniences  resulting 
from  that  act  must  be  of  uncommon  injury, 
before  he  should  be  satisfied  in  concurring 
with  such  an  alteration. . 

[PpoB  CLEacY.]  The  House  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  on  the  Appropria- 
tion bill. 

Lord  Holland  objected  to  the  appropria- 
tion of  100,000/.  to  Queen  Anne's  Bounty 
for  the  poorer  clergy.  He  thought  the 
present  a  most  unpropitious  season  for 
such  a  grant,  at  a  time  when  bundens 
pressed  so  heavily  upon  the  people.  Ano- 
ther objection  was,  that  it  was  a  ii\ere  tem- 
porary grant,  and  did  not  form  part  of 
any  permanent  system  for  ameliorating 
the  situation  of  the  poorer«clergy,  nor  was 
be  satisfied  with  the  mode  in  which  the 
money  granted  for  this  purpose  was  ap- 
plied. He  did  not  mean  to  cast  the 
slightest  reflection  upon  the  governors  of 
Queen  Anne's  Bounty  ;  on  the  .contrary, 
be  believed  that  no  abuse  existed  in  the 
management  of  tlie  funds  of  that  establish- 
ment ;  but  he  objected  to  the  mode  of 
tho  application*      He  thought  that  the 


relief  of  the  poorer  Clergy  might  be  ef- 
fected in  a  manner  much  less  objectiona- 
ble than  adding  to  the  burdens  of  the 
people,^ by  means  of  the  higher  benefices, 
either  by  ti^xing  them  in  certain  propor- 
tions, or  in  some  other  mode,  and  that 
certain  benefices,  where  no  duty  was  at- 
tached, might  be  suspended,  and  the 
profits  appropriated  to  a  fund  for  the  re. 
lief  of  iQe  poorer  Clergy  ;  some  regula- 
tions naight  also  be  made  with  respect  to 
livings  ia  the  gif^  of  the  crown. 

The  Earl  of  Harrowby  began  by  ex- 
pressing his  pleasure  at  the  declaration  of 
the  noble  lord  (Holland),  that  if  liie  pro- 
posal now  made  had  comprehended  any 
plan./or  the  more  permanent  advantage 
of  the  church,  he  should  not  oppose  it. 

Before  he  proceeded  to  state  the  fBcte  of 
the  case,  which  in  his  opinion  made  an 
irresistible  call  upon  the  liberality  of 
Parliament,  he  would  take  notice  of  some 
of  the  noble  lord's  objections.  The  time, 
it  was  said,  was  unpropitious.  Undoobt* 
edly  it  was  so,  if  we  considered  only  the 
great  extent  of  our  present  burthens  ;  but 
this  consideration  did  not  prevent  us  from 
supplying  every  necesssary  demand,  not 
even  the  demands  of  taste  and  splendour  : 
neither  ought  it  therefore  to  deter  us  from 
applying  the  money  of  the  public  to  the 
relief  of  the  church,  if  that  relief  was 
proved  to  be  necesary. 

The  mode  of  applying  relief  was  also 
stated  to  be  unsatisfactory.  The  noble 
lord  had'disclaimed«all  suspicion  of  abuse. 
— In  truth  there  was  not  the  least  ground 
for  suspicion,  as  the  distribution  was  made 
by  lot,  and  the  interest  of  the  surplus  fund 
was  regularly  accounted  for,  and  added 
from  time  to  time  to  the  amount  of  the 
bounty.  This  surplus  arose  from  the  ex- 
cess of  the  interest  received  from  money 
vested  in  the  stocks,  beyond  the  two  per 
cent,  paid  to  each  augmented  living,  till 
land  was  purchased.  He  agreed,  however, 
with  the  noble  lord,  that  the  mode  of  dis* 
tribution  might  be  improved.  The  ac- 
count upon  the  table  would  show  the  im- 
provements made  in  the  last  year.  «No 
living  had  been  augmented  (except  in  con- 
sequence of  benefactions)  of  which  the  pre- 
sent value  exceeded  60/.  a  year,  and  by 
notice  in  the  Gazette,  it  had  been  declared, 
that  in  cases  where  the  incumbent  did 
notTeside,  the  bounty  should  accumulate 
for  the  benefit  of  the  living,  until  it^had  a 
resident  incumbent  The  accounts  of  the 
population  of  all  parishes/  where  the  io- 
come  of  the  clergymaa  does  not  exceed 
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150^,  per  ahnam,  had  since  suggested  a 
further  improyementj  which*  he  trusted 
i¥OQld  be  adopted,  viz.  that  parishes  of 
large  population  should  not  only  have  a 
priority,  but  a  larger  share  of  the  bounty. 
It  was  not  necessary  to  apply  to  Parlia- 
ment for  an  alteration  in  the  rules  of  the 
gorerhors,  the  King  by  his  sign  manual, 
nad  authority  to  change  them. 

It  was  further  said  that  the  measure  was 
inconjpleie  ;  this  was  undoubtedly  true, 
and  no  man  regretted  it  more  than  himself. 
It  had  been  hoped  that  some  more  com- 
prehensive measure  might  have  been  sub- 
mitted to  Parliament  this  session  :  but  it 
was  a  subject  of  great  extent,  and  consi- 
derable difficulty,  and  more  information 
was  necessary.  He  agreed  with  the  noble 
lord  .  that,  before  Parliament  could  be 
called  upon  to  pledge  itself,  to  the  con- 
tinuance of  an  annual  erant  of  100,000/. 
tintil  ail  things  should  be  raised  to  150/. 
or  even  to  100/.  per  annum,  it  would  be 
Indispensible  that  some  more  compre- 
hensive measures  should  be  proposed,  in 
order  to  secure  to  the  public  the  fair  re- 
ward of.  its  munificence,  a  real  and  sub- 
stantial improvement  of  the  ecclesiastical 
establishment.  But  this  was  not  necessary 
to  induce  it  to  adopt  a  temporary  measure, 
which  applied  to  relief  of  a  class  of  per- 
sons, whose  claims  required  only  to  be 
stated  in  order  to  be  admitted,  ana  whose 
relief  was  equally  indispensable,  whether 
any  further  measures  were  adopted  or  not. 

The  noble  lord  had  also  expressed  a 
doubt,  whether  the  state  of  the  church 
were  not  much  improved,  in  point  of  in- 
come, since  the  time  of  queen  Anne,  not 
only  because  there  were  now  fewer  poor 
livings,  but  because  the  property  of  the 
church  had  increased  in  value,  and  had 
been  better  collected.  It  was  true  that  in 
queen  Anne's  time  there  were  between  5 
and  6,000  livinfft  under  50/.  per  annum, 
and  that  now  tnere  were  not  much  more 
than  1|000  under  that  value,  and  not 
above  4,000  under  150/.  per  annum.  Such 
had,  however,  been  the  depreciation  of 
tnoney^  since' that  period,  that  even  this 
statement  did  not  prove  decisively  any 
considerable  increase,  in  the  real  value 
of  those  benefices.  The  improvements 
alluded  to  had  taken  place  upon  large 
livings,  where  the  parson  had  the  great 
tithes;  of  those  which  wete  still  under  150/. 
per  annum,  almost  the  whole  Aomber 
were  either  vicarages,  capable  of  little 
improvement,  or  perpetual  curacies  which 
admitted  of  none.      The  main  questioi^ 
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however,  was  not  whether  the  income  of 
the  church  was  better,  or  worse,  than  at  a 
former  period,  but  whether  it  was  now 
such  as  required  atoistance. 

The  noble  lord  also  appeared' to  diflTer 
from  him  in  opinion  ^s  to  thn  source  from 
whence  this  assistance  should  be  derived. 
He  thought  that  some  tax  should  be  im- 
posed upon  the  higher  clergy  ;   but  ex- 
pressed a  willingness,  if  the  produce  ,of 
such  tax  should  be  found  insufficient,  to 
supply  the  deficiency  out  of  the  general 
revenue  of  the  state.     He  also  hinted  at 
the  suspension,  for  a  time,  of  the  disposal 
of  some  of  the  preferments  in  the  gifl  of 
the  crown  (whether  dignities    only,    or 
benefices  also,  was  not  quite  clear),  for 
the  purpose  of   appropriating  their  in- 
comes to  the  same  object.    The  first  ob- 
jection to  a  general  tax  upon  the  higher, 
clergy,  in   whidh  the  parochial   clergy 
were  included,  was  this; — About  three- 
fifths  of  the  livings  in  this  country  were 
in  lay  patronage,  and  theadvowsons  wera 
a  part  of  the  estates  of  the  proprretors, 
bought  and  sold   like  other  es'tates   for  a 
valuable  consideration,  upon  the  faith  that 
they  were  only  subject  to  taxation    in 
common  with  other  estates ;  there  could 
be  no  justice  in  selecting  these  particular 
estates  to    bear  exclusively    a    burthen 
which,  if  necessary  for  the  general  good, 
ought  to  fall  equally  upon  all.    The  tax- 
ing the  higher  clergy,  for  the  relief  of  the 
poorer  class,  was  also  ah  approadi  towards 
the  principle  of  levelling.     He  had  al« 
ways  thought  that  the  inequality  of  pre- 
ferment was  a  great  advantage,  and  inti- 
mately connected  with  an  episcopal  esta* 
blishment.    The  extremes  might  be  too 
distant,  and  he  thought  they  were  so,  as 
they  stood  at  present ;  not  go  much  be- 
cause the  highest  were  too  high,  which 
he  doubted,  but  because  the  lowest  wera 
too  low.     The  latter  evil  he  trusted   we 
were  preparing  to  remedy ;  the  former,  if 
it  were  an  evil,  could  not  be  altered  with- 
out introdacing  far  greater  evils  than  he 
was  prepared  to  encounter.     Any  tax- of 
this  description  would,  pro  ianto,  eoualize 
benefices,  and  reqnove,  ftro  tanio,  tne  in- 
citement to  diligence,  and  the  reward  of 
distinction.     If  it  were  confined  to  livings 
in  the  gift  of  the  crown,  or  of  the  bishops, 
in  order  to  avoid  the  injustice  of  an  attack 
upon  private  property,  it  woutd  be  applied 
to  that  very  class  of  livings  in  which  it$ 
operation  would  be  most  injurious.     Liv- 
ings in  private   patronage  were   usually 
disposed  of  to  the  friends,  relations,  or  pn* 
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irate  connections,  of  the  patrop.    Those 
in  the  gift  of  the  (;rown,  and  of  the  bishops 
formed  the  bhjef  fund  for  that  ihticement, 
and  for  those  rewards.    It  was  so  certainly 
in  theory,  and  to  a  considerable  degree  in 
practice.     The  application,  theretore,  to 
that  class,  of  any   principle   tending  to 
equalization,  was  more  to  be  deprecated, 
upon  these  grounds,  than  its  application  to 
any  other.     As  to  the  suspension,  for  a 
time,  of  the  profits  of  certain  dignities,  it 
would  really  be  so  unproductive,  in  point 
of  amount,  if  confined  to  a  few,  and   so 
subversive  of  a  constituent  part  of  qur 
present    establishment,     if  extended    to 
many,  that  he  was  not  willing  to  borrow 
from  the  Roman  Catholic  church,  even 
for  the  relief  of  the  poor,  a  practice  which 
she  has  usually  adopted  for  enriching  the 
diffluent. 

Having  noticed  the  principal  points  of 
lord  Holland's  speech,   he  proceeded   to 
state  the  case  of  the  poorer  clergy ;  which 
he  contended  appeared,  from  the  informa- 
tion received  since  last  year,  to  be  still 
stronger  than  it  was  then  stated.    The 
whole  number   indeed  of  livings  under 
150/.  a  year,  which  was  then  calculated  at 
♦,400,  appeared,  since  the  returns   from 
St.  David's,  Norwich,  Ely,  and  Rochester, 
were  come  in,  not  to  exceed  4,000.     This 
Was  ss^tis^Eictoryj  as  it  brought  complete 
relief  more  within  our  reach.    But  it  had 
been  generally  supposed  that  the  poor  liv- 
ings were  chiefly  confined  to  parishes  in 
.which  the  population  was  inconsiderable, 
and  the  duty  light ;  remote  Tillages^  where 
Sve  wished  certainly  to  give  the  clergy- 
man a  better  income,  because  it  was  not 
fitting  that  he  should  receive  less  than  a 
day  labourer,  but  where  his  poverty  was 
out  of  Sight,  and  did  not  affect  the  inte- 
rests of  any  considerable  portion  of  the 
community.     If  such  a  supposition  had 
been  entertained,  the  accounts,  now  upon 
the  table,  would  prove  its  error.     Of  the 
whole  number  of  livings  under  150/.  per 
annum  there  were  above  600  which  in 
(ISOl)  had  a  population  of  between  500 
and  1,000  persons,  and  near  500  livings, 
with   aj  population  of  above  1,000.     Of 
these  79  had  between  2  atid  3,000 — 35  be- 
tween 3  and   4,000 — 17   between  4  and 
5^000 — lO  between  5   and  6,000 — and  a 
considerable  number  much   more;  per- 
haps the  strongest  instance  was  in  the  dio- 
cese of  Chester.     In  15  parishes  of  which 
six  were  in  Liverpool,  four  in  Manchester, 
ihree  in  Whitehaven,  two  in  Oldham,  one 
ia  Warrington,   one   in  Blackburn^  and 
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above  208,000  persons.    The  re^eaue  of 
the  churchf  in  these  three  pari&h 
1, 3 15A  amounting  to  about  l|d 
per  soul.    In  Wolverhampton,  C 
Sunderland,  and  Newcastle,  the 
cases  fully  as  strong.    Taking  492 
number  of  parishes,  of  which  the  popula- 
tion e;cceeded  1,000,  and  the  iocome  did 
not  exceed  150/.  per  annum  .(exclusive  of 
Birmingham  and   Halifax,  in  which     the 
population  of  the  diflferent  parishes 
not  distinguished),  these  492  livings 
jarehended   near   1, 200^000  persona^ 
the  aggregate  revenue  of  the  churoli 
only  42,046/.      It    appeared,    therelbre^ 
from  the  consideration  of  the  populatioo, 
which  had  not  been  under  our  vievr    la»t 
year,  that  the   case  was  much  stronfper 
than  it  could  then  be  stated  ;  at  Ie«sU 
that  if  the  poverty  was  not  greater   xipon 
the  wbole„  it  was  greater  in  a  class,  ijv bosc 
labours    were    mo&t    severe,    and     opoa 
whose  labours  the  care  of  so  large  a  mass 
of  population  depended.     In  stating^  th^ 
whole  income  of  the  church,  in  thes^e  4  >  J 
parishes,  to  amount  only  tp  42,000^  thtii; 
lordships  must  be  aware,  that  he  had  for 
over-stated  the  actual  incomes  of  those 
who  performed  these  labours,  because  ba(T 
at  least  of  these  parishes  might  be   sup- 
posed to  be  held  by  non*resident  incuoi- 
Dents«  who  would  of  course  leave  to  their 
curates  only  a  part  of  the  profits  of  their 

livings* 

He  had.  stated  that  the  returns  as  tbcy 
appeared  this  year  brought  complete  re- 
lief more  within  our.  reach.    It  was  cal- 
culated last  year,  that  upon  the  suppoai* 
tion  of  4,400  livings  under  150^  per  aiui« 
*andofthe  bounty,  old  and  new,   being 
1 1 1,500/.  per  annum,  and  laid  out  so  as  feo 
produce  5  per  cent,  it  would  require  aboot 
2,750,000/.  to  raise  all  livings  to  100/.  per 
annum,  in  about  25  years*  and  3,877«OO0L 
more  to  raise  them  all  to  150/.  per  annum, 
in  35  years  more.     The  number  of  liv- 
ings  under  50/.  was  now,  according  to  the 
returns,    1,054;    between    50  and   100/. 
]  ,720 ;  '\n  all  under  100/.  %774 ;  between 
100/.  and  150/.  1,223 ;  in  all  under  150/. 
3,997.    The  surplus  interest,  nhich  was 
not  included   in  that  calculation*  might 
perhaps,  as  the  number  of  augmentaiioni 
would  increase,  be  safely  taken  at  betweea 
8  and  9,000/.  per  annum.    If  the  vvhole 
sum,  applied    to  augment  poor  livings, 
were    increased^     by    these    means,  to 
120,0001.  per  annunv,  it  would  rajse  all 
livinga  to  100/.  p«r  animiO»  ii»  aboot  21 
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years,  «t  tn  eipefite  to  the  ^dblSe  of 
2,100,000/.  or  rather  (dedoctttig  the  pay- 
ment of  itot  year)  of  2,000,000/.  a&d 
in  20  years  ttibre,  at  the  eitpehce  of 
2,900,000/.  additional,  they  would  all  be 
raised  to  150/.  per  annum. 

Thotiffh  this  diminution  in  the  expence 
of  the  plan  was  by  no  means  inconsitler- 
mble  he  agreed,  howtfer, ,  with  the  noble 
lord,  that  the  sum  wasstilLso  alarming  in 
ha  amount,  that  w^  ought  seriously  to 
conttder  whether  any  means  could    be 
ffbttud  by  which,  without  the  violation  of 
mny  maxim  of  justice  or  equity,  or  any 
deviation  from  the  principles  ana  practice 
i>f  our  ancestors,  we  could  accomplish  our 
object,  and  yet  avoid  the  necessity  of  'so 
large  a  demand  upon  the  public  purse. 
There  were,  he  thought,  two  measures 
which  deserved  consideration;  one  was 
that  mentioned  by  the  noble  lord,  namely, 
the    consolidation   of  livings.     He   was 
aware,  that  from  the  enormous  abuse  of 
this  practice  in  Ireland,  we  might,  at  first 
sight,  revolt  from  such  a  proposal ;  but 
these  abuses  arose  from  the  want  of  pro- 
per checks ;   and   he  thought,  that  with 
due  cautioq,  no  evil  need  be  incurred,  and 
considerable  benefit  might  arise,  both  to 
the  church  itself  in  the  better  discharge 
and  higher  remuneration  of  its  duties,  and 
to  the  public  (in  addition  to  these  advan- 
tages to  the  church)  by  the  diminution  of 
the  number  of  livings  which  require  aog- 
mentatioQ.    The  principle  Vas  fully  re- 
cognized in  oor  statute  books,  and  had,  in 
some  degree,  been  acted  upon.     But  the 
restrictions  in  the  act  of  Henry  8,  and 
Charles  2,  were  wholly  inapplicable  to 
the  present  state  of  things,  and  render  the 
acts    themselves    in  a  manner  obsolete. 
By  the  first,  any  two  livins^s  might  be 
united,  provideil  the  value  of  one  of  them 
did  not  exceed  6/.  In  the  King's  books. 
These  had  long  ceased  to  afford  any  cri- 
terion of  the  real  value,  and  this  act  would 
therefore  allow  the  union  of  many  livings 
which  ought  not  to  be  united,  and  pro- 
hibit that  of  many  which  ought.     By  the 
second,  livings  in  corporate  towns  might 
be  united,  provided  the  joint  value  did 
not  exceed  ipo/.  per  annum.    This  ap- 
proached more  nearly   to  a  proper  cri- 
terion,  hut  the   provisions    of   that  act 
would  be  found  to  require,  in  different  re- 
spects, both  limitation  and  extension.  He 
should  hope  thnt  means  might  be  found  to 
investigate  this  part  of  the  subject  through 
the  proper  channels,  and  it  would  then  be 
open  to  us  to  consider  otider  what  rules. 
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as  to  the  distance  of  the  churches,,  their 
capacity,  and  the  extent  and  population 
of  contiguous  parishes,  such  unions  mighl 
be  adviSeable,  and  also  to  form  some 
judgment  as  to  the  efiect  of  such  a  mea- 
sure upon  the  number  of  livings  requiring 
augmentation. 

There  was  also  another  fund  to  whicb 
he  looked,  namely,  the  increase  by  fu- 
ture possessors,  of  the  salaries  allowed  to 
the  vicars,  aild  perpetual  curates^  upoa 
livings  where  the  great  tithes  were  in  tt- 
clesiastical  hands.  He  would  not  now 
enter  into  this  subject,  nor  had  he  the  pre* 
sumption  to  depend  upon  any  legal  opi- 
nion he  could  form  ;  but  it  was  not  witU« 
out  much  consideration  that  he  had  satis- 
fied himself  (as  at  present  informed)  that 
a  revival  of  tne  principle  adopted  by  the 
crown,  soon  after  the  restoration  acted 
upon  in  obedience  to  its  orders  by  the 
higher  clergy  of  that  day,  and  recognized 
by  the  legislature,  would  be  attended  viith 
great  benefit  to  the  church  and  great  re- 
lief to  the  people. 

These  however  must  be  subjects  of 
future  consideration  ;  but  if  any  further 
argument  were  wanting,  to  prove  the  ne- 
cessity of  supporting  the  cliurch,  it  would 
be  found  in  that  increase  of  dissenting 
places  of  worship  to  which  the  noble 
viscount  (lord  Sidmiouth)  had  lately  drawn 
their  attention. 

It  appeared  by  the  accounts  called  for 
by  that  noble  lord,  that  the  whole  num.be| 
of  such  places  licensed  during  the  reigo 
of  his  present  Majesty  >vas  12,160.  Thia 
number  was  certainly  much  below  the 
truth,  as  the  returns  for  many  years 
and  in  many  of  the  registers  of  the 
bishops,  and  the  books  of  the  clerks  of  the 
peace,  were  stated  to  be  imperfect.  Oti 
the  other  hand  all  these  places  of  worship 
were  not  co-existent  at  the  same  time,  but 
as  some  were  dropped  others  sprung  up. 
Did  the  antiual  number  of  licences  appear 
to  be  stationary  ?  Directly  the  reverse. 
In  the  first  fourteen  years  of  this  reign 
they  were  only  1,255,  being  on  the  average 
about  90  per  annum.  In  the  last  fourteen 
years  they  were  7,257,  being  on  .the  ave- 
rage 5 1 8  per  annum. 

The  number  of  licensed  preachers  was 
equally  increased.  In  the  first  fourteen 
years  it  was  1 18,  about  eight  per  annum. 
In  the  last  fourteen,  2,8S6,  about  170  per 
annum.  He  did  not  state  this  for  the  pur- 
pose of  giving  any  opinion  as  to  the  sug- 
gestions of  the  noble  viscount,  for  the  di« 
mination   of  this  number.    His  general 
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view  of  that  sabject  was  that  disaenl  was 
not  lo  be  diminished  by  restrictions;  that 
no  law  which  affected  the  freedom  of  re- 
ligious worship  either  could,  or  ought  to 
be  effectual  ;  and  that  the  only  genuine 
support   which    could    be   given   to  the 
church  establishment,  was  to  provide   it 
with   the  means  of  doing  iu  duty>and  to 
lake  care  that  it  did  it. 
.     Having  however  stated  the  increase  of 
dissent,  he  could  not  refrain  from  asking 
what  was  the  array,  which,  in  iu  present 
state,  the  church  could   bring  forward  to 
meet  such  a  host.     Of  incumbente,  legally 
resident,  in   il,i6l.  parishes,   there  were 
accordmg  to  the   bishop's  returns  in  1807, 
only  4,412.     If  you   added  to  these,  152 
persons,  who  lived  in  their  own  or  their 
relatives  houses,  within   the  parish,  and 
176  who  Jived  near,  and  did   duty,  the 
number  of  incumbents  legally  or  virtually 
resident  would  amount  to  5,040.     There 
were    340   other     persons     returned    as 
exempt,  on  account  of  cathedral  or  col- 
lege   offices,  many  of  whom  might  pro- 
bably  be  resident  part  of  the  year,  al- 
though  they  did  not  fulfil  the  conditions  of 
legal  residence ;  and  the  same  observation 
might  app  y  to  many  other  persons  under 
diHerent  classes   of  non-residents.     The 
number  of  5,040  was  however  all  that  ap- 
pcared  upon  the  returns  ;  of  these  resi- 
dent mcumbents,  those  who  possessed  in- 
comes  under  1 50/.  per  annum,  were  1.2 14; 
adding  those  of  this  class  who  might  be 
considered  as  virtually  resident,  thenum- 
bcr  would  be  1,494.     It  was  however  too 
large  an  a  lowance  to  include  as  virtual  re- 
sidents, all  those  who  resided  near,  and 
did  the  dutv,  for  many  cases  must  ocdur 
m  which  the  parish  saw  nothing  of  its 
pastor,    except   when  he  performed  the 
service  of  the  cliurch  once  a  week,  or 
once  a  month,  in  the  course  of  his  morn- 
ing  or  evening  ride.     Of  the  remaining 
2,j03  parishes,  of  which  the  income  wsS 
not  150/.  a  year,  and  where  the  incum- 
bent  neither  actually  nor  virtually  resided, 
the  income  of  the  oflaciating  clergyman 
could  only  be  what  the  incumbent  was 
ibie  to  spare  ouj  of  his  own  pittance,  or 
rather  generally  it  must  be  the  lowest  price 
at  which  it  was  possible  to  get  the  labour 
performed.      The  power  of  the  bishop 
to  raise   the  salaries  of  the  curates  was 
rarely  Exerted,  and  its  effect  might  be  de*- 
feated  by  private  agreements  between  tlie 
parties. 

This    was  therefore   the  state  of  the 
church,  as  it  appeared  upon  the  returns. 
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on  1 1»  164  parishes    there  were  5,556  le- 
gal^   or    actually    resident  ineufflbent^ 
with  incomes  of    I50/.   per  annum,  and 
1,494  with  incooaes  below  that  sum.    The 
remaining  6,124    parishes  were  left  (sub- 
ject to  the  preceding  obaerYations)  chiefly 
to  the  charge  of  curates.     That  the  non- 
residence  of  incumbents,   existing    to  m 
enormous  an  extent,  was  a  serious  evil,  he 
would  not  stop  to  argue  ;   the  n^ain  ques- 
tion was,  whether     it    was  an  evil  which 
the   liberality   of  parliament,   without  « 
revision  of  the  existing  Laws,  respecting  of 
non  residence,  and  pluralities,  couid  alone 
expect  remedy. 

Let  us  examine  what  proportion  of  re- 
sidence existed   upon  livings    above  150/. 
per  annum.     This   would   be    tbe  faireit 
ground  of  conjecturing  what  the  residence 
would  be,  if  all  livings  were  raised  to  that 
amount.     Upoif  7,167    parishes,  of  which 
the  income  exceeded    130/.  per  annum, 
there  were  incumbents  actual,  and  virtual 
residents,  3,556.    Upon  3,997  pariabtsof 
which  the  income  did  not  exceed  l50/.per 
ann.,  the  residents  were  1,4'&4.  If  the  pro- 
portion of  residents  on  the  lower  class  were 
the  same  as  upon  the  higher,  it  ought  to 
be  I,Qa3.  This  was  the  utmost  iim/t  of  the 
increase  of  residence,  towards  which,  tbe 
augmentation  of  income    alone  would  he 
expected  ultimately  to    operate,  and  its 
operation  was  extremely  uncertain*  even 
to    that    limited    extent.      Tbe   geoeral 
poverty  of  the  church  was  pleaded  as  the 
excuse  for  the  system  of  non  residence. 
It  appeared,  however,  from  the  above  ac- 
count, in  which  more  than  half  of  the 
parishes   with    incomes  above   I30l.  per 
annum  appeared  to  be  occupied  by  non- 
residents, that  poverty  was  not  the  only 
cause.    It    was   clear  also,    that  if  that 
cause  alone  was  removed,  no  considerable 
improvement  could  be  expected.    If  ^^ 
poverty  of  the  church  were  indeed  the 
real  and  only  cause  of  non-residence,  the 
remedy  applied  was  singular.     The  pro* 
position  was,  that  the  income  of  the  church 
was  not  sufficient  for  the  adequate  $app^ 
of  its  ministers.    What  was  the  remedy  ? 
An  unnecessary  increase  of  the  number  of 
those  who  were  to  be  supported  by  that 


inadequate  income. 

The  whole  number  of  non-resident0  In 
the  classes,  after  deducting  the  dilapidated 
churches  and  sinecures,  would  be  found  to 
be  5,925.  To  these  ought  to  be  added 
032,  chiefly  non-resident,  for  miscellf 
neous  reasons,  and  not  included  in  ^* 
classes  iu  tha  abstract ;    but,  as  they  H 
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not  appear  opon  the  abttract,  be  woqM 
not  take  them  into  account;  those  who 
were  non*reaident  opon  one  benefice^  on 
account  of  retidence  upon  another,  were 
1/797;  those  who  resided  in  a  house  of 
their  own,  or  of  a  relation,  were   132. 
Those  who  resided  near  and   did  duty, 
were  iTG!  the  two  latter  classes  probahly 
kept  no  curates,  but  did  not  thereby  in- 
crease the  number  of  persons  to  be  sup- 
ported, as  it  was  the  same  thing  in  this 
point  of  f  iew,  whether  there  were  two  in- 
cumbents, or  one  incumbent,  and  one  cu- 
rate to  be  maintained  out  of  the  profit^  of 
two   benefices.     After  deducting    these 
three  classes  from  the  whole  number  of 
5,925,  there  Yvould  remain  3,500.     These 
3,500  parishes  must  either  have  no  curate 
at  all,  which  he  trusted  the  vigilance  of 
the  church  never  permitted,  or  they  must 
be  served  by  the  incumbent  or  curate  of 
a  neighbouring  parish,  which  was  nest  to 
not  being  served  at  all,  or  they  must  be 
served  by  a  curate  of  their  own,  who  must 
be  supported  by  what  the  incumbent  could 
spare,  or  thought  proper  to  spare  out  of  his 
own. income;    It  was  impossible  to  esti- 
mate what  might  be  the  proportion  of  pa- 
rishes in  these  several  predicaments :  but 
the  general  conclusion  was  irresistible, 
that  m  consequence  of  non-residence  a 
much  larger  number  of  persons  were  to 
be  supported  by  the  income  of  the  church* 
than  would  be  reouired  if  residence  were 
more  general.     If  non-residence  be  an 
evil,  and  if  it  be  true  that  it  aroee  from 
the  poverty  of  the  church,  it  seemed  a 
strange  reotedy  for  that  evil,  to  load  in  so 
many  instances  with  the  burthen  of  sup- 
porUng  two  persons  that  income  which 
was  not  sufficient  for  one. 

The  existence  of  the  system  of  plurali- 
ties to  its  present  extent  was  also  stated  to 
be  necessary,  on  account  of  the  poverty 
of  the  church.  If  this  were  true,  we 
should  expect  to^nd  the  greatest  number 
of  pluralists  amongst  the  poorer  classes  of 
incumbents.  How  stood  the  fact?  Of 
persons  non-resident  upon  one  benefice  on 
account  of  residence  on  another,  there 
were  amongst  the  incumbents  of  livings 
above  150/.  per  ano,  L,l  13 ;  amongst  those 
under  150/.  per  ann.  only  681,  little  more 
than  their  fair  proportion.  It  could  not 
indeed  be  expected  to  be  otherwise ;  for 
the  incumbent  of  unc  large  living  was  much 
more  likely,  from  his  situation  and  con- 
nections, to  procure  a  second,  than  the 
incumbent  of  a  srnaHer  one.  It  seemed 
clear,  therefore,  either  that  pluralities  to 
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their  preaent  extent  were  not  necessary^ 
as  a^emedy  for  the  poverty  of  the  chu^cb^ 
or  that  they  were  npt  so  applied  as  to 
afford  that  remedy. 

What  was  the  result  of  all  these  facts? 
A  complete  conviction  in  his  own  mM, 
which  he  earnestly  wi^ed  to  impress  upon 
the  minds  of  others,  that  the  poverty  of 
the  church  was  so  clearly .  proved,  ^s  to 
call,  in  the  most  urgent  manner,  for  the 
continued  liberality  of  parliament;  that 
without  the  continuance  of  that  liberality^ 
it  was  impossible  to  provide  elFectoalfy 
for  its  relief,  and  therem  for  the  best  inte^ 
rests  of  the  community;  but  that  peca« 
niary  assistaoce  alone  would  not  be  sofll* 
cient  to  place  our  church  establishmeni 
in  security;  that  unless  prompt  and  effi* 
cacious^  remedies  were  applied,  we  were 
tending  towards  that  most  alarming  of  all 
situations,  in  which  the  religion  of  the 
established  church  would  not  be  the  re* 
ligion  of  the  majority  of  the  people;  and 
that  it  was  therefore  one  of  the  most  press- 
ing duties  of  the  legislature,  to  give  this 
important  subject  full  and  deliberate  con- 
sideration: 

Though  the  evil  was  pressing  the  re- 
medy was  certainly  difficult;  he  believed, 
however,  that  without  aspiring  to  tbeoreti* 
cal  perfection,  '^PP^yM^g  only  a  practical 
core  to  a  practical  disease,  adopting  no 
principles  but  what  were  recognised  in 
our  canons  and  our  statute  book;  much 
good  might  be  gradually  accomplished^ 
at  an  expence  not  more  than  commensa- 
rate  witn  the  object,  and  within  a  mode- 
rate period  of  time.  He  said  gradoall j 
accomplished  it,  both  because  m  pecu- 
niary relief  could  only  be  furnished  by 
degrees,  and  because  he  was  of  opinion, 
that  any  new  regulations  or  restrictions 
ought  not  to  affect  the  interesu  of  the 
present  possessors. 

The  noble  lord  had  objected  to  the  mo* 
tion,  because  it  waa  not  accompanied  witk 
any  permanent  plan  for  the  benefit  of  the 
church.  The  formation  and  digestion  of 
such  a  plan  must,  he  hoped,  fall  into  better 
hands  th*an  his  own;  but  he  was  so  anxi- 
ous to  draw  to  this  subject  the  attention 
of  all  tliose  who  were  better  qualified  to 
bring  it  forward  to  advantage,  that  ho 
would  not  object  to  throw  out  for  consi- 
deration, at  the  risk  of  being  thought  In* 
considerate  and  presumptuous,  a  Tew  of 
the  ideas  which  had  occurred  to  him. 
That  risk  he  was  willing  to  run  because 
it  was  a  risk  confined  to  himself.  The  er? 
roneoaa  speculations  of  an   individual^ 
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bi>wev«r  until  tbtjr  might  |krove  to  he  ctr^ 
lied  IMO  tfjeecmioil,  could  only  litet  his 
•WA  credit  and  character;  any  practical 
measure  which  might'ullimately  be  adopt- 
#d>  mitst  be  (he  re^uh  of  the  colh^ctive 
wiidom  of  the  legialature. 

He  woald  therefore,  suggest,  in  the  first 
place,  that  after  endeavooiing  to  reduce 
the  number  of  livings,  re  quiring  aogment- 
siton,  by  an  exteiwioa  of  the  practice  of 
consolidation,  and  by  the  improTement  hf 
ricamges  and  perpetual  curacies,  in  the 
hand  of  ecclesiastical  impropriators,  the 
bounty  of  parliament  should  be  continued, 
for  a  certain  number  of  years,  in  order  to 
raise  all  iitings  to  100/.  per  annum,  and 
ait  livings  in  parishes  of  considerable  po- 
pfflation,  to  150/.  per  annum,  or  more.  In 
the  distribution  of  this  bounty,  such  pa- 
rishes ought,  in  his  opinion,  not  only  to 
have  a  priority,  but  a  larger  share,  so  as  to 
raise  them  at  once,  in  proportion  as  they 
received  a  lot,  to  an  income  approaching 
to  their  maximum.  The  sum  required 
from  the  public  to  raise  all  livings  to  100/. 
p^  annum  had  been  before  explained  to 
be  two  millions,  with  the  assistance  of  the 
old  bounty,  and  the  surplus  interest.  This 
sum  might  be  diminisbed  by  the  effect  of 
the  two  measures  above  suggested.  If  we 
were  satisfied  with  raising  to  100/.  per 
annum,  all  the  livings  whose  population 
was  under  one  thousand  persons,  and  con* 
fined  the  further  rise  to  150/.  per  annum, 
CO  all  livings  of  greater  population,  the  fur- 
ther sum  required  from  the  public  would 
not  exceed  500,000/.  There  were  about 
49f  parishes  of  this  description,  of  which 
tha  average  income  was  85/.  per  annum : 
Ibey  would  be  raised  to  100/.  per  annum 
^y  tht  preceding  operatloD>  and  would 

autre  therefore  a  further  addition  of 
y  BOL  per  annum  to  each.  This  would 
amount  to  402,000/.  supposing  5  per  cent 
inurest;  leaving  therefore  the  20,000/.  per 
annum  arising  from  the  old  bounty,  and 
the  surplus  interest,  to  proceed  in  the  gra- 
dual augmentation  of  all  livings:  a  grant 
of  100,000/.  per  annum  for  five  years  after 
•II  livings  were  raised  to  100/.  per  annum 
would  give  to  all  parishes  whose  popula- 
tloB  exceeded  1,000^  an  income  of  150/. 
per  aottum.  He  was  however  of  opinion 
that  those  parishes  ought  to  have  a  prio- 
irity»  and  that  the  operation  of  raising  in- 
.  0oiae  oifght  to  commence  with  them.  If 
this  plan  were  adopted,  each  of  thole  liv- 
wgi  woald  require,  upon  an  average,  an 
augmentation  of  66/.  per  annum,  aod  the 
capital  neceasaryto  predoea  il'  iwpuld  be 
about  04OfiOf)i 


Hisiiext  object  Would  be  to  reviee  iiie 
act  for  the  protection  of  non-r^nfenoe. 
The  particular  alterations  whtcb  it  migfax 
be  proper  to  propose  in  it,  he  was  not 
ready  to  state,    liiey  would,  he  hoped, 
be  the  subject  of  the  deliberate  connder^* 
tion  of  those  who  were  practically  con* 
versant  in  the  execution  of  it.      Thtsa 
much,  however,  he  must  be  allow^  to 
say,  as  an  arsument  for  the  rerision  of 
that  act,  that  if  the  object  of  it  were  what 
was  announced  in  its  title,  namely,   the 
encouragement  of  residence,  that  object 
had  been  very  imperfectly  retained ;  for, 
after  it  had  been  in  force  for  7  yeara^only 
44  r2  persons,  legally  resident,  according 
to  the  terms  of  that  act,  were  to  be  fbund 
in  11,164  pa|ishe«. 

He  would  then  proceed  to  a  revision  o€ 
the  acts  of  Henry  Vlll.  respecting  plura- 
lities. The  law  upon  that  subject  was  not 
only  absurd,  as  it  now  stood,  but  ldappli« 
cable  to  the  present  times.  The  liberty  of 
holding  pluralities,  was,  generally  speidc- 
ing,  limited  by  a  reference  to  distance 
and  value.  In  some  cases  there  was  no 
limitation  at  all  as  to  either :  but  where 
the  limitation  existed,  what  was  it  ?  As  to 
distance^  it  was  SO  computed  miles,  ex* 
tended  to  at  least  45  measured  miles: 
such  a  limitation  could  not  answer  its  ob^ 
ject,  if  that  object  were  to  secure  (as  might 
be  inferred  from  the  canons,  and  from  the 
terms  of  the  dispensation)  some  degree  of 
personal  inspection,  and  even  of  tempo- 
rary residence,  and  partial  discharge  of 
duty,  by  the  non-resident  incumbent.  As 
to  value,  it  was  8/.  in  the  King's  books. 
This  valuation  had  lone  been  totally  ob- 
solete. Under  the  head  of  livings  under 
8/.  might  be  found  some  of  the  largest  as 
well  as  of  the  smallest,  livings  m  the 
kingdom.  There  were  also  various  con* 
trivances,  as  to  the  order  in  which  a  cler> 
eyman  was  presented  to  his  different  liv* 
mgs,  by  which  more  than  two  might  be 
held,  and  consequently  the  necessinr  for 
so  many  mor^  curates  be  created.  Eithef 
no  limitation  should  exist  at  all,  with  re* 
spect  to  distance,  or  that  limitation  should 
have  some  rational  object,  and  should  be 
such  as  to  give  some  chance  of  attaining 
it.  Either  all  restriction  as  to  value, 
should  be  abolished,  or  it  should  be  a  re« 
striction  which  took  for  its  guide  the  real, 
and  not  the  imaginary  value.  He  felt 
great  difficulty  in  making  up  his  mind 
upon  this  part  of  the  subject,  but  he  was 
inclined  to  think  that  a  limitation  of  the 
distance  to  10  measured  liMies«  from  church 
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to  f  h«rcfa«  would  be  the  sunplest  mea^ore 
for  the  rieductioo  of  the  number  of  plurali- 
ties. He  ooly  threw  out  the  idea>  and 
would  reserve  for  a  future  opportunity 
and  further  conBideration^  the  discumion 
of  the  arguments  for  it  and  agamst  it»  and 
the  extent  of  the  consequifnces  which 
might  result  from  its  adoption. 

He  thought  also,  that  some  further  re- 
l^ulations  were  necessary  respecting  the 
•alarie?  of  curates ;  that  no  curate  ought 
to  be  permitted  to  act  on  a  living  where 
the  incumbent  was  non-resident  (except 
in  the  case  of  the  infirmity  of  -the  mcum« 
bent)  without  a  license  from  the  bishop, 
tpecifying  the  salary  he  was  to  receive  ; 
and  that,  in  livings  below  a  certain  valuei. 
the  salary  8hould  be  the  whole  income  of 
the  livmg.  The  present  practice^  ac- 
cording to  whiih  the  non -resident  incum- 
bents^ of  livings  of  50/.  60/.  or  70/.  a  year» 
put  into  their  own  pockets  a  portiim  of 
this  wrt^tched  pittance,  and  left  much  less 
than  the  wages  of  a  day-labourer  for  the 
subsistence  of  their  curates,  appeared  to 
him  far  from  creditable  to  the  parties  con- 
cerned, and  calculated  to  degrade  the 
character  of  tha  church.  Many  instances 
came  within  his  own  knowledge,  in  which 
parishes  were  served  for  20/.  or  even  for 
10/.  per  annum*  and  in  which,  of  course, 
all  they  knew  of  their  clergyman  was  the 
sound  of  his  voice  in  the  reading  desk,  or 
pulpit,  once  a  week,  a  fortnight,  or  a 
monih.  This  must  also  be  the  case  where 
curates  are  permitted  to  serre  more  than 
two  churches.  An  abuse  which  he  thought 
required  to  be  prevented. 

lie  was  aware,  that  after  all  these  sug- 
gestionis  (or  the  suggestions  of  others  bet* 
ter  calculated  to  answer  their  object)  had 
been  adopted  by  the  legislature,  much 
would  still  remain  to  be  done.  In  many 
places,  particularly  in  those  which  the  in- 
crease of  commercial  and  mamifactuiing 
wealth,  had,  of  late  yeari,  raised  from  vil* 
lages  to  townf,  there  was  a  great  want  of 
places  of  worsjiip.  There  was  no  waiu, 
be  believed,  of  religious  disposition :  for, 
in  these  places^  chapels  of  every  speciea  of 
dissenting  worship,  were  rising  year  after 
year  by  subscription.  In  the  presentsute 
of  the  law,or  at  least  accord  ing  to  the  present 
mode  of  executing  it,  there  was  great  dii^ 
ficulty  in  obtaining  permission  to  erect  an 
additional  place  of  worship,  according  to 
Ihe  chmcb  of  EogUnd,  within  the  limits 
of  an  existing  parish.  The  iohabitanta, 
ihereCore,  had  no  choice.  They  might 
prefer  tbo  duicch  ot  Eng^iida  but  tmt 


church  shut  her  doors  against  them;  they 
had  therefore  no  option/Dut  either  to  neg- 
lect divine  worship  entirely,  or  to  attt na 
it  in  a  form  which  they  did  not  so  well 
approve.  He  was  rejoiced  for  one,  that 
many  should  adopt  the  fatter  alternative^ 
The  consequence,  however,  was  inevita- 
ble ;  their  attendance  upon  a  place  of  die* 
senting  worship,  gradually  led  to  a  coqir 
plete  separation  from  the  established 
church.  This  was  an  evil  daily  increase 
ing,  and  which  required  a  speedv  and  ef- 
fectual remedy.  He  understood  that  an 
account  hail  been  moved  for,  in  anothejr 
place,  of  the  number  and  capacity  of  all 
the  churches  and  chapel^  in  places  whera 
the  population  exceeded  1,000  persons 
This  would  shew  the  extent  of  tne  evil^ 
With  respect  to  the  remedy,  he  thought 
that  in  general  the  increased  wealth  and 
prosperity  of  the  places  in  which  this 
wajit  was  chiefly  felt  (an  increase  which 
had  produced  the  population  which  occa* 
sioned  the  wunt),  ought  to  supply  the 
meaas  of  removing  it,  and  that  little  more 
would  be  necessary  than  to  devise  the 
means  of  obviating  those  difficulties,  by 
which  the  wishes  of  the  inhabitants^  to  ob- 
tain additional  places  of  worship,  accordi* 
ing  to  the  church  of  England,  had  so  often 
been  defeased.  It  would  also  be  neces- 
sary to  provide,  that  no  such  place  of 
worship  should  be  erected,  without  setting 
aside  a  certain  space  ibr  the  accommoda- 
tion of  the  poorer  classes.  Where  parti* 
cular  circumstances  rendered  the  erectioa 
of  new  churches  too  heavy  a  burden  upon 
the  local  funds,  the  precedent  established 
by  Parliament,  in  the  tisoe  of  queen  Annat 
might  with  great  propriety  be  followed* 

ft  was  not  sufficient,  however,  to  pro- 
vide churches,  unless  adequate  dwelling* 
houses  were  also  provided,  for  those  who 
were  to  serve  them*  The  non-resideats 
on  this  account  were  940 :  and  adding 
th^Me  who  resided  within  the  parish*  but 
not  within  the  parsonage  hoose,  1,09ft. 
For  this  purpose  he  wished  to  increase  the 
powers  now  vested  in  the  bishops,  and 
not  to  leave  the  exercise  of  tboae  powers 
to  their  discretion.  Where  a  parsonage 
hou^  was  out  of  repair,  he  understoad 
that  the  bishop  had  now  the  power  to  ae* 
qeeaier  the  profits  of  the  living,  until  it  was 
repaired.  He  should  be  desiroos,  that  ia 
every  case  where  the  incumbent  had  been 
non- resident  on  account  of  the  want  or 
insufficiency  of  the  parsonage  house,  tba 
living  should  upon  his  avoidance  be  Iqii* 
msdiatalyt  wd  of  coumet  aaqoestendt 
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that  this  sequestration  should  continue  for 
a  certain  number  of  years,  and  until  the 
bishop  should  be  satisfied  that  a  sufficient 
house  was  built  or  repaired ;  that  in  the 
intenral  the  discharge  of  the  duties  should 
be  provided  for  by  the  allowance  of  such 
a  salary  as  was  usually  given  to  the  curate 
of  a  living  of  such  value.  That  the  sur- 
jAis  profits  should  be  applied  to  the  erec- 
tion or  repair  of  the  parsonage*  house.  If 
that  surplus,  applied  for  a  certain  number 
of  years,  was  sufficient  for  the  purpose, 
the  business  was  done  without  any  burden 
upon  the  public.  If  it  was  insufficient, 
the  public  might  grant  a  sum,  within 
certain  limits,  to  supply  the  deficiency. 
The  principle  of  this  plan  was  to  be  found 
in  Gilbert's  act,  and  in  other  acts  passed 
for  the  same  purpose,  but  of  which  the 
operation  was  confined  to  Iceland.  He 
thought  it  desirable  that  the  sums  reauired 
for  this  purpose,  within  certain  limits, 
.should  be  advanced  by  Parliament,  as  he 
understood  there  was  very  great,  difficulty 
in  borrowing  money,  even  to  the  extent 
of  two  years  income,  as  authorised  by  the 
existing  laws,  and  as  repayment  would  be 
made  by  instalments,  amounting  to  the 
whole  sum,  where  the  living  could  bear 
it,  and  to  a  part,  where  it  could  not,  the 
expence  to  the  public  would  be  inconsi- 
derable in  itself,  and  trifling  indeed,  when 
coiupared  with  the  essential  importance 
of  the  object  to  be  attained. 

There  were  many  other  points  upon 
which  improvements  might  be  suggested, 
and  many  details  which  were  wanting  to 
give  adequate  explanation,  even  upon  the 
Kw  points  be  had  touched.  It  was  im- 
possible, however,  for  him  now  to  enter 
fhto  those  details  or  to  explain  all  his  rea- 
sons for  thinking  that  what  he  had  sug- 
gested would  be  practicable  and  advan- 
tageous ;  and  that,  upon  those  points,  it 
would  be  neither  practicable  nor  advan- 
tageous to  do  more,  particularly  as  to  plu- 
raiities,  and  non-residence,  which,  in  his 
opinion^  required  not  abolition,  but  regu- 
lation. ,  He  had  detained  the  House  far 
too  long  already  ;  and,  as  his  object  waSv 
at  presfut,  not  to  propose  a  plan  for  the 
adoption  of  their  lordships,  but  to  throw 
out  bints,  which  might  be  improved  by 
others,  into  a  plan  fit .  to  be  aaopted,  he 
would  intrude  no  longer  upon  their  indole 
gence.  He  was  aware  that  he  might  be 
thought  by  many  trt  have  gone  too  far,  and 
by  others  not  to  have  gone  far  enough ; 
no  man  conld  be  more  decidedly  adverse 
than  himself  to  all  plant  of  specalatite  re- 


form, which  proposed  to^diMurb,  apeti  tlie- 
oretical  principles,  any  part  of  toose  an- 
cient establishments,  in  charch  or  state, 
which  were  found  in  practice  to  answer, 
in  a  sufficient  degree,  the  porposes  for 
which  they  existed.    But  where  practical 
evils  existed  to  a  great  extent,  to  an  extent 
which,  in  his  opinion,    endangered   the 
safety  of  those    establishments  i    where 
practical    remedies    could    be    applied, 
grounded  in  every  instance  upon  existing 
law,  and  making  only  such  aflterations  as 
were  suggested  by  the  change  of  circom- 
stances,  and  by  the  actual  experience  both 
of  the  increase  of  those  evib,  and  of  the 
insufficiency  of  the  existing  remedies,  it 
was  not  the  fear  of  being  called  a  reformer 
which  should  deter  him  from  deliyering 
his  opinion.     He  was  indeed  deterred  by 
the  sense  that  his  knowledge  of  the  subject 
was  (extremely  imperfect,  and   his   best 
abilities  unequal  to  the  task  :   but  if  the 
information  which,  in  consequence  of  his 
suggestions,  was  now  before  their  lord- 
ships, and  the  observations  he  had  taken 
the  liberty  of  making  upon  it,  coald,  in 
any  degree,  attract  their  attention  (and 
particularly  the  attention  of  those  whose 
character  and  situation  gave  their  opi- 
nions a  right  to  peculiar  authority),  he 
flattered  himself,  that  even  in  the  humble 
character  of  a  pioneer,  he  .should  be  in- 
strumental in  opening.the  road  to  improve- 
ments, highly  conducive  to  the   welfare 
and  security  of  his  country. 

Earl  Stanhfjpe  said,  that,  however  he 
might  in  general  difler  from  the  noble 
earl,  he  had  always  listened  to  him  with  a 
certain  degree  of  satisfaction,  because  that 
noble  earl  always  appeared,  as  contradis- 
tinguished to  many  of  his  colleagues,  to 
speak  really  what  he  meant.  There  was 
about  him  no  afiected  obscurity,  no -incli- 
nation to  evade  the  discussion  of  a  ques- 
tioni  and  to  confine  himself  to  the  object 
of  misleading  their  lordships.  In  his  pre- 
sent speech  there  was  much  to  approve, 
and  he  had  only  to  observe,  that  if  from 
his  lips  similar  observations  had  fallen,  he 
would  be  charged  as  the  libeller  of  the 
church,  as  the  enemy  to  our  religious  in- 
terests, and  the  plague  knew  what.  For 
what  said  the  noole  earl  in  defence  of  the 
present  grant  ?  The  church  of  England  is 
poor,  said  he,  and  it  will  be  impossible 
that  it  can  hold  up  against  its  numerous 
foes  unless  it  is  supported  in  all  its  strength 
and  dignity.  To  many  parts  of  that  ob- 
servation be  had  strong  objections.  A 
noble  fiicotuit  (lord  MeWiUe)  had  s^ 
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that  the  kirk  of  Scotland  was  founded  on 
the  "rock  of  porerty;  did  he  mean  to  say 
that  the  church  of  England  was  founded 
on  the  rock  of  wealth  ?  Did  he  (lord  Har- 
rowby)  mean  to  say,  that  the  only  way  to 
support  your  raligpoas  establishment  was 
by  Totiug  to  it  the  public  money  !  Did  he 
mean  to  tell  those  who  differed  from  it, 
that  the  strength  and  security  of  the  Pro- 
testant religion  lay  in  its  accumulation  of 
riches  ?  If  such  was  his  opinion,  he  feared 
he  would  increase  instead  of  diminishing 
the  number  of  persons  who  dissented  from 
it,  and  whom  the  noble  earl,  perhaps  rather 
warmly,  had  designated  as  the  foes  to  the 
church  of  England.    Could  it  be  tolerated, 
that  because  men  differed  in  certain  points 
of  discipliiie,  that  therefore  they  were  foes 
to  the  church.  ^  It  was  unjust  to  make  such 
aspersions — ^but  irwas  consistent  with  the 
cry  of  No  Popery.     But  he  would  tell  the 
nohle  earl,  that  those  Dissenters— those 
foes   to  the  church,  as  he  styled  them, 
would  continue  to  increase  even  from  the 
number  as  Uken  from  their  12,CXX)  cha- 
pels, when  they  found  that  the  advocates 
'  of  the  church  establishment  conceived  that 
its  bfst  means  of  security  was  to  be  conti- 
nually applying  for  public  money.      He 
would  venture  to  predict  that,  whether  you 
Toted  six  minions  or  sixty  millions,  whe« 
ther  you  built  churches  or  no  churches, 
whetner  you  calumniated  Dissenters  or 
otherwise,  the  number  of  communicants 
of  the  establishment  would  decrease,  and 
that  of  Dissenters  increase,  as  long  as  they 
saw  the  church  of  England  made  the  en- 
gine of  state  policy,  as  long  as  they  saw 
its  prelates  translated  and  preferred,  not 
for  their  religions  merits,  but  their  slavish 
support  to  the  minister  of  the  day.     For 
he  would  ask  the  noble  earl  fairly  to  an- 
swer, if  he  knew  of  no  preferments  in  the 
higher  ranks  of  the  clergy  conferred  upon 
such  pretensions  ?   When  he  saw  the  bi- 
shops, according  to  the  injunctions  of  their 
religion  voting  against  wars,  when  he  saw 
them  voting  for  the  liberties  of  the  people, 
then  he  would  pronQupce  that  the  church 
of  Eneland  had  no  reason  to  fear.     But,  it 
was  always  the  case  for  an  ^ahlishment 
to  decline,  when  the  clergy  drew  their 
emoiuments  by  compulsory  means*     The 
people  bad  no  interest  in  their  sapport, 
although  they  had  no  objection  to  sub- 
scribe, and  that  liberally,  ibr  those  re- 
ligions instructors  that  were  not  so  pro- 
vided*    There  was  a  law  in  America, 
he  mqch   admired,  it  was  a  wise  law 
•nd  a  corioai  one.    U  toy  man  gave  a 
uy  Xf  II. 


bond  to  a  priest,  promising  money  for 
the  discharge  of  his  religious  functions, 
it  was  declared  void  in  a  court  of  justice. 
The  shrewd  American  argued  thus:  What 
are  priests  for }  why,  to  make  men  honest. 
Then  why  did  not  the  priest  perform  his 
duty  towards  the  grantor  of  the  bond  ?  if 
he  had  made  the  roan  honest,  there  would 
have  been  no  occasion  to  apply  to  a  court 
of  justice.  The  condition  of  the  bond 
was  the  very  purpose  of  makins  the  man 
honest,  and  it  he  did  not  perH>rm  thai 
duty,  the  priest  had  completely  failed  in 
his  promise»  and  therefore  the  bond  was 
void.  This  is,  my  lords,  most  excellent 
logic. 

Lord  Holland  made  a  very  i^nimated  re« 
ply,  in  which,  he  maintained,  that  the  tn* 
crease  of  salary  to  the  church  establish- 
ment  was  no  security  of  (he  increase  of 
their  followers ;  but  rather  of  the  reverse, 
that  they  would  be  less  disposed  to  dis* 
charge  the  duty  of  their  functions. 

Viscoant  Sidmouth  observed,  that  in  the 
new  church  structures,  there  ought  to  be 
a  certain  portion  of  the  building  allotted 
to  the  poor  people,  without  any  expence. 

The  Earl  of  jtiarrowty  spoke  in  expla* 
nation.      ^ 

The  Earl  of  Liverpooi  said  a  few  words 
in  favour  of  the  grant. 

The  Bill  then  passed  through  a  Com# 
mittee,  and  was  reported  without  any 
amendment. 


HOvsB  OF  Loans. 
7Wsi%,  June  10. 


[Place9  op  WoasBi?.]  Viscount  Sidm 
mouth  observed  upon  the  great  and  in« 
creasing  evil  which  arose  from  the  want 
of  a  sufficient  number  of  Places  of  Wor- 
ship of  the  established  church,  and  the 
want  of  means  of  accommodation  for  com* 
muntcants  of  that  church  in  populous 
parishes,  in  consequence  of  which  many 
persons  of  the  establishment  were  in« 
duced  to  attend  Dissenting  meeting  houses, 
rather  than  not  attend  any  place  of  wor- 
ship.^-The  increase  of  meeting  housea 
beyond  that  of  places  of  worship  of  the 
eilfablished  church,  mie;ht  be  attributed  to 
several  causes.  The  ^rmer  were  erected 
for  a  less  sum,  and  in  addition,  difficdtiea 
iVe(]uently  occurred  respecting  the  latter, 
relative  to  the  right  of  presentation.  A 
facility  also  arose  in  the  former  case  from 
the  Dissenting  ministers  having  other  oc- 
cupations and  therefore  being  satisfied 
with  less  for  their  ienricta  at  t&  roeeiing 
3D  • 
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the  esublisiued  church.  It  was  therefore 
a  subject  Reserving  of  serious  considera- 
tion^ ^nd  in  order  that  the  Hoiise  might 
have  infurniation  before  them  relative  to 
it  in  the  neK(  session,  his  lordship  moved 
an  Address  to  his  Majesty,  praying  that 
the  arthbi^ihops  and  bishops  might  be  di- 
^epted  to  pie^aie  io  their  respective  dio- 
ceses, to  be  laid  before  the  House  next 
session,  a  statement  of  the  number  of 
Fiaces  of  V/ornliip  of  the  Established 
l^hurch  in  parishes,  having  a  population 
pf  1,OOQ  and  upwards,  y/ith  the  number  of 
piersbhs  such  places  of  worship  are  capable 
of  containing:  and.  also  the  number  of 
Dissenting  Meetii^  Ifouses  in  suph  pa^- 
rishes.  '  .      * 

Lord  Holland  had  no  objection  to  the 
potion,  buL  remarked  upon  the  state- 
ment of  his  noble  friend  felaiiye  to  the 
Superior  che^pnes^  ol  Dissenting  nunistf;r$iy 
observing  that  the  luxury  of  the  estab- 
lished church  bad  been  found  too  dear  for 
the  inhabitants  of  Jamaica,  who  would 
kiot  pay  the  amount  considered  necessary 
jfor  its  support  in  that  island,  with  the 
yiew  of  giving  religious  instruction  to  the 
psgroes. 

'-  Viscount  Sidmouth  ohserved  that  there 
could  not  b^  considered  any  gr^at  lux- 
pr^t  in  the  estahlisbed  church,  when  it 
appeared  that  out  of  10,000  livings  up- 
)vards  of  4,000  were  under  150/.  .per  an- 
num.— The  motion  was  agreed  to. 
'  [East  India  Company's  Loan  Bill.] 
The  Earl  of  Lircr/roo/  moved  the  third} 
readiiig  of  this  bill.  After  »he  many  dis- 
liutsions  which  had  already  taken  place 
'—  the  subject  of  the  company's  anairs. 


.on 

be  should  not  now  anticipate  any  argu- 
ment which  it  lui^t  be  intended  to 
Urge  irhen  the  question  of  renewing  the 
company's  charter  would  coine  before 
their  lordships  next  session.  He  should 
only  advert  tp  the  causes  which'  produced 
'the  necessity  of  the  present  application  to 
|2ar Lament,  on  the  part  of  the  company. 
Among  thrse,  were  a  number  of  hills 
^rawn  on'  the  company  ixom  China  and 
ptUer  places,  whicii  came  upon  them  be- 
fore they  could  have  any  returns  frooi 
their  own  posse8si6n<« ;  to  this  he  wobld 
add  the  lo^  ^rhich  the  company  had  sus- 
tained in  shippmg  and  valuable  caffloes, 
which  amounted  very  nearly  to  a  millioa. 
It  was  besides  but  temporary  relief  to  an- 
swer a  temporary  .exigency,  and  he  doMbi- 
ed  not  but  the  company  had  assets  wffi- 
fcied^  to  s^wer  ^very  d^coaod* 


tha« 
doubts  that  the  East  India  Coaspanjf  would 
ever  be  able  to  repay  the  public  the  mo- 
ney which  the   present  bill  propo^sed  to 
Knd   to  them.     The  noble  secr.eLar.y  was 
far  from  being  satisfactory  od    thai  point. 
For  his  part,  after  all  tha).  had  been  ^iveq 
the  public;  to  expect  for  several  years  back 
from  the  flourish ijig  conditional'  the  Com- 
pany, he  was  persuaded  that  wben  tbeis 
real  condition  came  to  be  kiuiwn,  it  would 
produce   a  greater  disappointnijent    ihaa 
had  been  experienced  I'rom  th^    delusive 
promises  of  the  Souih  Sea  and  IViisaissipp} 
Companies.     In  conformity  with    the  act 
of  177.^,  thq  company  should  not    be  al- 
lowed to  increase  their  dividends  beyond 
j3  per  cent.     They  had,  however,  almoit 
pver  since  been,  in  the  habit  of  ▼iojating' 
that  act.     The  declining  slate   jaf  iheir 
finances  might  fair.y  have  been  iafenied 
from  the  following  fact :  that  tbe  accooot 
of  stock  per  computation,  from    ISOu  te 
\S06,  (ar  from  abewiog  any  prqfijs^  exhi- 
bit in  that  short  space  of  time  a  loss  IQ 
the    enormous   amount  of  l^j^  millions. 
If  such  was  the  rapid  lieLiine   of  $Jbt 
finances  of  the  company,  how  could  it  he 
reasonably  expectea  they  should  ev«r  be 
able  to  repay  these  loans  i  •  M'uihing  bad 
of  late  appeared  so  repi'ehipnsibifi  as  the 
goji^ernment  of  Madras  both  'Q  its  civil 
and  military  departmexiU.     Indeed,  there 
were  circumstances  io  ^fi^,  of  the  mo$i 
revolting    and   atrocious  natuce.       One 
oiEcer  had  been  sent  hojpote  and  ponished, 
for  having  signed  a  letter  o^iensive  Io  ihe 
government,  while  another,  his  superior 
in  rank,  v^ho  had  acted  similarly,  passed 
off  not  only  unpunished,  but  promoted  and 
rewarded  :  a  day  would  come  for  a  more 
full  and  serious  investigation  of  these  mat- 
ters.    As  to  the  bill  itself,  he  should  not 
oppose  it,  because  he  felt  that  the  passing 
of  it  was  necessary  to  prevent  the  aiost 
mischievous  and  melancnoly  consequenoes 
to  the  company's  affairs  at  the  present 
moment. 

Th^  Earl  of  Hwrrauiikf  would  not  now 
enter  into  the  wide  discussioo  of  tho 
^nances  of  the  company ;  he  only  rose  io 
state,  that  the  late  conduct  of  the  govern- 
ment of  Madras,  inst|*ad  of  deserving  re- 
probation, was  entitled  to  the  himest 
praise.  They  displayed  firmness  ^ nd  de- 
cision, at  a  moment  wheo«  without  ths 
seasonable  exertion  of  these  qualities,  tbs 
most  Pf  rilous  atate  of  things  might  haie 
i^isen. 

Xhe  Earl  ,uf  Gtoicar|x  oflA^rad  into  ^ 
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calcatatMfi  Co  disprove  th«  inferences 
drmwn  by  the  nobFe  lord  (Latiderdale) 
from  (lie  papers  on  the  table.  These  nc- 
fxmnts,  so  f^r  from  bhewior  that  the  coin* 
pany's  affairs  were  in  a  desperate  state, 
pr^reA,  on  the  contrary,  thai  in  time  their 
resources  would  be  abondant,  and  folly 
adecroate  to  answer  everv  demand. 

Tne  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time  and 
paasoQ* 


ROUSE  OP   LORhS. 

Wedaadt^,  Jwne  Uti. 

[Rqxbuboh  Pbbragb.]  The  lard  Chan- 
cMs^,  in  conformity  to  the  principle  of 
thdse  resolutions  which  had  been  agreed 
to  by  the  Committee  of  Prirtleges,  made 
a  similar  motion  to  that  passed  by  the 
House  in  the  last  session,  whereby  sir 
James  Innes  Ker  is  declared  the  nearest 
ofkin,  under  the  deed  of  i648,  and  is  put 
in  posse5:sion  of  the  estate. 

The  Earl  of  hamderdak  read  a  written 
Statement  of  his  own  opinion  on  this  sub- 
ject, which  was  at  very  f|^eat  lensfth. 
He  disagreed  entirely  with  the  nob'e  and 
learned  lord  on  the  woolsack,  with  respect 
to  the  consthiction  he  had  pot  on  the  deed 
t>f  f048.  The  words  in  thatderd  used, 
granting  the  right  of  the  estate  to  the 
eldest  daughter  of  Harry  lord  Ker,  With- 
out diyision,  and  their  heirs  male,  pro- 
tided  she  married  a  ^ntleman  of  honouf- 
abfe  descent,  did  hot  mean  that  the 
estate  shooM  pass  to  the  several  daughters 
and  therr  heirs- male  of  the  body,  lawfully 
begotten.  He  contended,  that  heirs-iflale 
ifaocrid  be  construed  generally,  and  in- 
sisted, that  the  ca^es  of  Hay  9.  Hay, 
Shry  V.  Temfant,  Cambell  v,  Cambell, 
Paul  o.  Couts,  instead  of  contradict- 
ing, ufiirersally  supported  this  doctrine. 
However  great  and  princely  the  posses- 
Sfdnsof  (lie  Boitborgh  family  might  be, 
the  consequen^'^e  of  so  dectdmg  upon  the 
t^rm  ''  heirs- male,"  was  of  much  more 
in^portance,  as  it  regarded  the  tenure  by 
which  most  of  the  esutes  and  titles  in 
Scotland  Were  held. 

The  hcffd  donerJIor  supported  the  sM- 
tfmeots  which  be  had  delivered  upon  a 
frrmer  occasion.  He  next  commented 
tpon  the  state  ill  which  the  Roxburgh' 
estate  would  be  placed.  There  was  no 
doubl  sir  James  Innes  Ker  had  proved  bis 
ntopinqifity  suficient  to  entitle  him  to  the 
tojoyment  of  the  estate,  but  he  ought  to 
'  faSTs  gone  further  in  respect  to  the  peer- 
igt ;  he  oogbt  iNit  only  to  hare  riiewn 


thai  he  #aa  the  heir-vtle  of  lady  Mar^ 
garet  Ker,  but  he  ought  to  have  proved 
more,  that  there  was  no  such  heir  of  lady 
Jane  or  lady  Anne,  llie  question,  there- 
fore, of  thfe  peerage,  remained  open  for 
that  strict  prt»of  which  was  always  re* 
qnired  before  a  Committee  of  Privileges. 

Lord  Mthiiie  contendM  for  the  con- 
struction, that  heirs-male  in  the  deed  of 
1048,  meant   Keirs^nale  of  the  body. 

Lord  tUd$sdaU  opposed  the  argomenta 
of  she  noble  earl  (Lauderdale),  and  urged 
the  necessitv  of  that  construction  adopted 
by  his  noble  aoid  leKrned  friend  on  the 
woolsack.  *'  To  the  eldest  daughter  of 
'Harry  lord  Ker,  without  division/' con« 
vinced  him  that  the  daughters,  ntecanviei 
ieriaiim,  were  meant^  and  that  "heirs- 
male''  by  the  context  fiieant  faeirs-ihale  o^ 
the  body. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdate  replied,  and 
commented  upon  the  noble  and  learned 
lord,  (Redesdaie,)  who  had  ventured  t<^ 
deliver  his  opinion  upon  the  law  of  thhr 
case,  without  knowing  the  law  of  Scotland/ 
or  having  attended  the  {^leadings  of  coun^ 
•el  at  the  bar: 

The  motion  of  the  lord  Chancellor  wal^ 
agreed  t6.«*^The  learned  lord  next  sub* 
mitted  a  motuMi,  affirming  m<Sst  of  the  in« 
terlocutory  judgmenLs,but  hoping  that  they. 
would  not  be  renewed  for  the  decision  or 
that   House  ;  which  was'  also-  agreed  to: 

[Insolvent  Dbbtobs  Bill.]  Lord  Re^ 
dttdaU  moved.  That  this  bjltt  be  referreif 
to  a  0>fflmittee  ;  when  he  should  propose 
certain  amendments ;  after  wbtchi  be  should 
leave  the  future  consideration  of  it  to  th<^ 
next  session.  -  It  was  his  intention  to  pro- 
pose, that  a  commissioner;  a  barrister,  b^ 
appointed  the  sole  judge,  and  that  his  de* 
termination  should  be  mad6  a  rofeofth^t 
court,  in  whicb  the  debt  was  prosecifted. 
He  recommended  one,  in  preference  Uf 
three  commissioners. 

The  £arl  of  ilfotro  concurred  in  tir'd 
^ntiments  of  the  noble  and  learned  lord; 
and  was  only  sorry  the  measure  had  not 
passed  in  the  present  session.  If  ever 
nope  deferred  was  cruel,  it  was  so  to  those/ 
who,  under  prosecution  for  debt,  looked 
to  the  itaioval  of  this  intoleraU^  griefs 
«ce.  ,  .    .   . ' 

Earl  Sitmkcpe  applauded  the  princtpid 
of  the  bill,  but  thought  three  ihoreHigibl^ 
than  one  commissioner.  He  tflso  thought 
the  numerous  cases  of  dankroptcy  might 
likewise  be  referred  td  this  tribuital. 

Lord  Bedeidaie  maintained  that  Oilil 
comxniaioner  cm  many  atcoontt  irdcM  btf 
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E referable  t<K  three.  Thd.  new  court,  to 
e  .erected  for  the  decision  of  insolvents 
cases,  he  apprehended,  would  not  have 
weight  enough  for  the  determination  of 
iooporiant  Bankrupt  cases. 

Lord  HoUand  praised  the  condoct  of 
those  who  had  brought  forward  the  pre* 
sent  measure,  and  regretted  that  political 
iobjects  should  in  some  measure  alienate 
the  minds  of  noble  lords  from  the  con- 
sideration of  such  important  laws  and  the 
interests  of  humanity. 
The  bill  passed  through  the  Committee. 


«^ 


llOUSif   OP   COMMONS. 

Wednesday,  June  20. 

(Address  and  DBCijmiATioN  from  Shef- 
field.] Mr.  Wilbetforce  rose  for  the  pur- 
pote  of  performing  a  duty,  which  notwith- 
atanding  his  continued  indisposition,  he 
was  proud  to  discharge..  He  held  in  bis 
band  an  Address  from  a  very  large  body 
of  his  constituents,  inhabitants  of  the  town 
and  vicinity  of  Sheffield.  Itwasfrqmtbe 
state  of  his  health  impossible  for  him  to 
bave  been  in  his  place,  when  a  petition 
from  that  town  was  rejected.  He  had  now 
only  to  observe,  that  he  derived  great 
pleasure  from  presenting  an  Address  claim- 
ing such  respect  from  the  number  and  re- 
spectability of  the  persons  whose  names 
were  affixed  to  it« 

The  Address  was  then  read  : .  setting 
fbrtl^  ''That  they  feel  themselves  called 
upon,  in  conseqoence  of  an  Address  either 
.aboot  to  be  presented  or  now  lying  upon 
the  table  of  tjbe  House,  purporting  to  be 
^'  The  Address  and  Petition  of  the  free- 
koldefs  and  inhabitants  of  the  town  and. 
neighbourbood  of  Sheffield,''  thus  pub- 
licly to  di^vow  any  participation  either 
directly  or  indirectly,  io  the  formation  of, 
or  in  assenting  to,  that  Address ;  and  that 
considering  the  House  as  representing  the 
people  of  this  kingdom,  they  rely  upon 
their  wisdom  for  the  just  exercise  of  those 
privileges  which  a  committee  of  the  House 
Aave  declared  to  be  such  as  they  conld 
trace  back  to  the  earliest  period,  and  such 
•s  immemorial  usage  had  confirmed  ^  they 
trust  therefore  that  the  House  will  never 
concede  them  to  any  assumed  authority 
whatsoever  a  to  the  House  they  look  for- 
ward with,  conlkience  for  any  system  of 
reform  which  the  inroads  of  time  may 
have  rendered  necessary,  or  which  may 
be  compatible  with  the  principles  of  our 
invaloaple  and  ever  to  be  envied  constitu- 
lioD,  or  the  laws  of  this  land ;  and  that, 
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with  eooa!  confidence,  they  rely  on  the 
House  tor  that  economy  in  the  public  ex- 
penditure which  our  most  gractoos   end 
beloved  sovereign,  at  the  eoromencemena 
of  the  present  session,  so  strongly  recom- 
mended, and  of  which  they  conceive  llie 
divisions  en  the  late  motions  of  Mr.  Banke* 
to  be  an  earnest     May  the  wisdooa  of 
the  Most  High  direct  all  the  cooncila   of 
the  House,  that  under  the  blessing  of  hift 
providence,  thi^  happy  country,    which 
has  so  long 'flourished  m  wealth  and  fre^ 
doro,  niay  remain,  as  it  now  is,  the  glofy 
and  pride  of  Britons,  and  the  envy  of  the 
world  V 

Mr,  Wilkerforee,  in  rising  to  move  that  it 
should  lie  on  the  table,  took  the  oppor- 
tunity of  observing,  that  the  House  most 
feel  the  propriety  of  its  course,  when  it 
called  forth  such  concurrence  front   the 
public  as  was  expressed  in  the  Address 
just  presented.    The  last  petition,  praying 
for  reform  from  that  town,  had  been  re- 
jected, and  he  felt  much  pleasure  now  in 
presenting  one,  which,  he  was  convinced, 
was  consonant  to  the  feelings  of  the  House, 
and  had  additional  weight,  from  the  re* 
spectability  of  those  who  signed  it.     He 
was  happy  to   have  the  opportunity  of 
presenting  an  Address  couched   in    the 
terms  aod  filled  with  the  maxima  of  the 
old  school.    By  reposing  confidence  in 
the  House,  they  shewed  their  true  wisdoow 
and  their  strong  estimation  of  the  consti- 
tutional principles  by  which  it  was  di« 
rected.    He  took  that  opportunity  to  state 
to  the  House,  that,  when  he  gave  his  vote 
for  the  measure  of  reform,  he  was  not  the 
advocate  or  encourager  of  the  wifd  mea* 
sures  so  much  cried,  op  'by  othert,  tnd 
which  were  80  long  sustained,  because  ihey 
were  impracticable.    Had  they  appeared 
otherwise  than  impracticable  to  that  House, 
they  would  no  doubt  have  been  long  since 
adopted.     He  was  for  a  moderate  reform^ 
such  as  would   be  compatible  with  the 
constitution,  and  correct  the  anomalies 
aod   errors  which  appeared  in  the  pre* 
sent  system  of  representation.     He  did 
not  admire  the  mode  of  abuse  into  which 
some  petitions  to  pvliameut  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  reform  had  swelled;  no  good  could 
possibly  result  from  insulting  openly  the 
dignity  of  the  House,,  and  degrading  it  in 
the  eyes  of  the  public.    He  then  entered 
into  an  eulogium  upon  the  constitution,  by 
which  the  finest  species  that  ever  existed  of 
well-regulated    liberty   was    established; 
those  who  felt  this  blessing,  were  grown 
familiar  with  itj  posseasion,  and  were  frop 
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habit  inienstble  to  the  liappiness  i»bich 
flowed  from  it.    They  were  therefore  in- 
clined, from  the  resilessnets  of  their  dis* 
content,  to  underrate  advantages  of  which 
this  country  had  alone  to  boast.    If  the 
sitaation  and  constitution  of  England  were 
compared  with  those  of  any  other  country, 
the  difference  would  then  be  perceived; 
and  when  the  burdens  upon  the  people 
were  complained  of,  it  should  be  consi- 
dered,  that  the  country  was  labouring 
under  a  sinteen  years'  war,  and  the  pros* 
sure  of  the  taxes  would  be,  in  his  opinion, 
satisfactorily  accounted  for,  to  a  people 
who  enjoyed    more   essential    and   sub- 
stantial blessings  than  any  other  upon  the 
face  of  the  earth.    He  thought  the  House 
then  on  the  point  of  breaking  up,  could 
fairly  take  a  review  of  its  conduct,  and 
feel  itself  perfectly  justiBed.    In  discuss-, 
tng  the  many  popular  objections  now  so 
prevalent,  there  was  not  one  in  his  miod 
so  replete  with  injurious  consequences,  as 
the  unceasing  endeavour  to  direct  the  pub- 
lic attention  wholly  to  the  blemishes  of  the 
constitution,  thereby  weaning  the  public 
mind  from    every  consideration  of  the 
blessings  which  the  people  enjoyed  under  it. 
Mr.  Huichmion  said,  that  however  dis- 
posed he  might  have  been  to  let  the>  pre- 
sent motion  pass  without  any  observation, 
yet  there  were  one  or  two  passages  in  the 
speech  by  which  it  had  been  introduced, 
which  he  could  not  so  readily  suffer  to  go 
unnoticed.     It  had  been  too  much  the 
practice  of  those  who  pretended  to  an  ex- 
clusive attachment  for  the  constitutipn  to 
call  in  question  the  motive  of  the  mett 
who»  in  order  to  preserve  that  constitution, 
were  anxious  to  abolish  all  the  abases  that 
endangered   it.    He  certainly  could  not 
impute  to  the  hon.  gent,  the  having  made 
any  direct  charges  of  that  sort,  but  the 
ganerai  tenor  of  his  speech  did  appear  to 
him  to  convey  more  than  indirect  insinua- 
tions to  that  efiect.     He  would  not  follow 
the  hon.  gent,  in  the  steps  of  his  elaborate 
eulogy,  but  surely  if  the  constitution  was 
worthy  of  such  high  praise,  it  more  parti- 
cularly called  for  their  preventing  care ; 
and  without  imputing  motives  to  any  set 
of  men,  he  could  not  help  thinking  that 
they  who  were  anxious  to  remove  these 
blemishes  which  the  innovations  of  time 
had  introduced,  gave  as  rational  proofs  of 
their  loyal  atucbment  (o  the  constitution, 
as  those  who  thought  it  enough  to  praise 
it.     He,  for  his  part,  would  rather  witness 
the  removal  at   those  defects  that  had 
grown  opan  the  coastitutioa  Ihaa  listen  to 


the  vague  praises..of  its  original  excel* 
lence.  He  preferred  those  practical.ealo«> 
gies  that  took  effectual  care  t6  preserve 
what'  they  praised.  Another  point  was. 
the  right  of  petitioning ;  this  was  one  of 
the  most  valued  and  unquestioned  rigphts 
of  the  people.  He  feareid  that  the  con- 
duct of  the  House  that  session  had  not 
been  such  as  to  shew  their  respect  for  that 
right.  In  examining  petitions  it  had  too 
much  indulged  in  a  minute  and  verbal 
criticism  equally  unworthy  their  dignity 
and  their  justice.  He  contended  that  soi 
invaluable  a  right  ought  not  to  be  defeated 
by  sophistical  cavils.  The  language  of 
indignant  complaint  conld  not  be  expected 
to  please  the  objects  of  it.  That  House^ 
constituted  as  it  then  was,  had  been  the 
subject  of  general  complaint  and.  distrust, 
and  would,  he  feared,  continue  to  be  so 
till  the  wishes  of  the  country  were  yielded 
to  in  a  reform  of  its  representation.  Oa 
the  subject  of  privilege  he  would  say 
nothing  more,  than  that  he  had  always 
thought  that  the  privileges  of  that  House 
were  only  valuable  in  defence  of  the  peo- 
ple's liberties;  certainly  that  he  conceived 
to  be  the  object  of  their  creation,  and  in 
that  view  he  was  sorry  to  be  obliged  Usf 
give  it  as  his  bumble  opinion  that  the  ex* 
erciseof  their  privileges  during  thatses^ 
sion  had  been  in  certain  instances  hostile' 
to  the  interests  of  the  coimtry. 

Mr.  Calcrqft  obs^irvcd,  that  after  all  the 
disagreements  of  the  session,  in  which  mi« 
nisters  were  left  in  many  minorities,  it 
was  impossible  for  him  to  subscribe  to  the 
inference,  that  they  separated  with  that 
unity  of  sentiment  whicn*  the  hon.  mover 
fancied  to  exist.  He  was  assured  that  the 
real  fact  was,  that  the  House  during  the 
session  had  done  nothing  to  raise  itself  in 
the  estimation  of  the  public.  He  did  how- 
ever, hope  that  when  it  was  again  assem- 
bled it  would  feel  the  absolute  necessity 
of  taking  the  course  recommended  by  the 
petition,  namely,  of  considering  the  best 
means ofau  economical  and  parliamentary 
reformation.  He  hailed  the  admis«ion  of 
such  grave  authority  as  that  of  the  hon. 
mover,  when  he  pronounced  himself  a 
friend  to  reform. 

Mr.  fft26e^orce  in  explanation  said,  that 
he  had  not  avowed  himself  a  friend  to 
parliamentary  reform,  only  that  he  pre- 
ferred for  such  consideration  a  season  when: 
the  public  mind  was  not  sanguine  in  the' 
pursuit,  because  then  there  was  no  dan- 
ger of  carrying  the  principle  to  a  daogaf^ 
rona  extrena. 
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{referable  to  three.  The.  new  eoaft,  to 
e  .erected  for  the  decision  of  insolvents 
eases*  he  apprehended,  would  not  have 
weight  enough  for  the  determination  of 
important  Bankrupt  cases. 

Lord  Holland  praised  the  conduct  of 
chose  who  had  brought  forward  the  pre* 
aent  measure*  and  regretted  that  political 
tjubjects  should  in  some  measure  alienate 
the  minds  of  noble  lords  from  the  con- 
sideration of  such  icnpcM'tant  laws  and  the 
interests  of  humanity. 

The  bill  passed  through  the  Committee. 


#*i 


llOUSI^   OP   COMMONS. 

Wednesday,  June  20. 

[Address  and  DBCt^RATioN  from  Shef- 
field.] Mr.  Wilbetfotce  rose  for  the  pur- 
pose or  performing  a  duty,  which  notwith- 
atanding  his  continued  indisposition,  he 
was  proud  to  discharge..  He  held  in  his 
hand  an  Address  from  a  very  large  body 
of  his  constituenls«  inhabitants  of  the  town 
and  vicinity  of  Sheffield.  It  was  frqm  the 
state  of  his  health  impossible  for  him  to 
Bave  been  in  his  place,  when  a  petition 
from  that  town  was  rejected.  He  had  now 
only  to  observe,  that  he  derived  great 
pleasure  from  presenting  an  Address  claim- 
ing such  respect  from  the  number  and  re- 
spectability of  the  persons  whose  names 
were  affixed  to  it« 

The  Address  was  then  read  : « setting 
fbrtl^  "That  they  feel  themselves  called 
upon,  ia  conseqoence  of  an  Address  either 
.about  to  be  presented  or  now  lying  upon 
the  table  of  tjhe  House,  purporting  to  be 
^*  The  Address  and  Petition  of  the  free- 
koldeis  and  inhabitants  of  the  town  and. 
neighbeurbood  of  Sheffield,''  thus  pub- 
licly to  di^vow  any  participation  either 
directly  or  indirectly,  in  the  formation  of, 
or  in  assenting  to,  that  Address ;  and  that 
considering  the  House  as  representing  the 
people  of  this  kingdom,  they  rely  upon 
their  wisdom  for  the  just  exercise  of  those 

grivileges  which  a  committee  of  the  House 
ave  declared  to  be  such  as  they  could 
trace  back  to  the  earliest  period,  and  such 
as  immemorial  usage  had  confirmed;  they 
trust  therefore  that  the  House  will  never 
concede  them  to  any  assumed  authority 
whatsoever  3  to  the  House  they  look  for- 
ward with,  confidence  for  any  system  of 
reform  which  the  inroads  of  time  may 
bave  rendered  necessary,  or  which  may 
be  compatible  with  the  principles  of  our 
invaluable  and  ever  to  be  envied  constku- 
lion,  or  the  laws  of  this  land  ;  and  that, 
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with  eoual  confidence,  the.y  rdjT  oo  tbc^ 
House  tor  that  economy  in  the  public  ex- 
penditure which  our  most  gracious   and 
beloved  sovereign,  at  the  eommencesneiit 
of  the  present  session,  so  strongly  recom- 
mended, and  of  which  they  conceive  the 
divisions  on  the  late  motions  of  Mr.  Banker 
to  be  an  earnest     May  the  wiadom  oi 
the  Most  High  direct  all  the  councils   of 
the  House,  that  under  the  blessing  of  hi& 
providence,  thif  happy  country,    which 
has  so  long 'flourished  m  wealth  and  fred^ 
dom,  may  remain,  as  it  now  is,  the  slory 
and  pride  of  Britons,  and  the  cmvy  of  the 
world !" 

Mr.  Wilberforee,  in  rising  to  move  thai  ft 
should  lie  on  the  table,  took  the  oppor- 
tunity of  observing,  that  the  Hoos^  miut 
feel  the  propriety  of  its  course,  when  it 
called  forth  such  concurrence  froni    the 
public  as  was  expressed  in  the  Address 
just  presented.    The  last  petition,  praying 
for  reform  from  that  town,  had  been  re* 
jected,  and  bo  felt  much  pleasure  now  in 
presenting  one,  which,  he  was  convinced, 
was  consonant  to  the  feelings  of  the  House, 
and  had  additional  weight,  from  the  re* 
spectability  of  those  who  signed  it.     He 
was  happy  to  have  the  opportunity  of 
presenting  an  Address  couched  in    the 
terms  and  filled  with  the  maxims  of  the 
old  school.    By  reposing  confidence  in 
the  House,  they  shewed  their  true  wisdom, 
and  their  strong  estimation  of  the  consti* 
tutional  principles  by  which  it  was  di* 
rected.     He  took  that  opportunity  to  state 
to  the  House;  that,  when  he  gave  his  vote 
for  the  measure  of  reform,  he  was  not  the 
advocate  or  encourager  of  the  wifd  mea* 
sures  so  much  cried,  up  'by  others,  and 
which  were  so  long  sustained,  because  they 
were  impracticable.     Had  they  appeared 
otherwise  than  impracticable  to  that  House, 
they  would  no  doul^t  have  been  long  since 
adopted.     He  was  for  a  moderate  reform, 
such  as  would   be  compatible  with  the 
constitution,  and'  correct  the  anomalies 
and   errors  which  appeared  in  the  pre- 
sent system  of  representation.     He  did 
not  admire  the  mode  of  abuse  into  which   • 
some  petitions  to  parliameut  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  reform  had  swelled;  no  good  could 
possibly  result  from  insulting  openly  the 
dignity  of  the  House,  and  degrading  it  in 
the  eyes  of  the  public.    He  then  entered 
into  an  eulogium  upon  the  constitution,  by 
which  the  finest  species  that  ever  existed  of 
well-regulated    liberty  was    established; 
those  who  felt  this  blessing,  were  grovm 
famiUar  with  its  posseseion^  and  were  fro^t 
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habit  iniensible  to  the  liappiness  which 
flowed  from  it.    They  were  therefore  in- 
clined, from  the  restlessness  of  their  dis- 
content, to  underrate  advantages  of  which 
this  country  had  alone  to  boast.    If  the 
sltaation  and  constitution  of  England  were 
conpared  with  those  of  any  other  countrv* 
the  difference  would  then  be  perceived ; 
and  when  the  burdens  upon  the  people 
were  complained  of,  it  should  be  consi- 
dered, that  the  country  was  labooring 
under  a  sixteen  years'  war,  and  the  pres- 
sure of  the  taxes  would  be,  in  his  opinion, 
satisfactorily  eccounted  for,  to  a  people 
who  enjoyed    more   essential    and   sub- 
stantial blessings  than  any  other  upon  the 
face  of  the  earth.    He  thought  the  House 
then  on  the  point  of  breaking  up,  could 
fairly  take  a  review  of  its  conduct,  and 
feel  itself  perfectly  justified.    In  discuss-^ 
ing  the  many  popular  objections  now  so 
prevalent,  there  was  not  one  in  his  mind 
so  replete  with  injurious  consequences,  as 
the  unceasing  endeavour  to  direct  the  pub- 
lic attention  wholly  to  the  blemishes  of  the 
constitution,  thereby  weaning  the  public 
mind  from    every  consideration  of   the 
blessings  which  the  people  enjoyed  under  it. 
Mr.  Huichiiuon  said,  that  however  dis- 
posed he  might  have  been  to  let  the  pre- 
sent motion  pass  without  any  observation, 
yet  there  were  one  or  two  passages  in  the 
speech  by  which  it  had  been  introduced, 
which  he  could  not  so  readily  suffer  to  go 
unnoticed*     It  had  been  too  much  the 
practice  of  those  who  pretended  to  an  ex- 
clusive attachment  for  the  constitution  to 
call  in  question  the  motive  of  the  metk 
who,  in  order  to  preserve  tha|  constitution, 
were  anxious  to  abolish  all  the  abases  that 
endangered   it.    He  certainly  could  not 
impute  to  the  hon.  gent,  the  having  made 
any  direct  charges  of  that  sort,  but  the 
general  tenor  of  his  speech  did  appear  to 
him  to  convey  more  than  indirect  initnua- 
tions  to  that  effect.    He  wonld  not  follow 
the  hon.  gent,  in  the  steps  of  his  elaborate 
eulogy,  but  surely  if  the  constitution  was 
worthy  of  such  high  praise,  it  more  parti- 
cularly called  for  their  preventing  care ; 
and  without  imputing  motives  to  any  set 
of  men,  he  could  not  help  thinking  that 
they  who  were  anxious  to  remove  these 
blemishes  which  the  innovations  of  time 
had  introduced,  gave  as  rational  proofs  of 
their  loval  attachment  (o  the  constitution, 
as  those  who  thought  it  enough  to  praise 
it.     He,  for  his  part,  would  rather  witness 
the  removal  or   those  defects  that  had 
grown  npMi  tJie  cosstitutfon  Ihan  listen  to 


the  vague  praises ^of  its  original,  excel* 
lence.  He  preferred  those  practical.ealo-> 
gies  that  took  effectual  care  t6  preserve 
what'  they  praised.  Another  point  was. 
the  right  of  petitioning ;  this  was  one  of 
the  most  valued  and  unquestioned  rights 
of  the  people.  He  feared  that .  the  con* 
duct  of  the  House  that  session  had  not 
been  such  as  to  shew  their  respect  for  that 
right.  In  examining  petitions  it  had  too 
much  indulged  in  a  minute  and  verbal 
criticism  equally  unworthy  their  dignity 
and  their  justice.  He  contended  that  sot 
invalnable  a  right  ought  not  to  be  defeated 
by  sophistical  cavils.  The  language  of 
indignant  complaint  conld  not  be  expected 
to  please  the  objects  of  it.  That  House> 
constituted  as  it  then  was,  had  been  the 
subject  of  general  complaint  and.  distrust, 
and  would,  he  feared,  continue  to  be  so 
till  the  wishes  of  the  country  were  yielded 
to  in  a  reform  of  its  representation.  O9 
the  subject  of  privilege  he  would  say 
nothing  more,  than  that  he  had  always 
thought  that  the  privileges  of  that  House 
were  only  valuable  in  defence  of  the  peo- 
ple's liberties;  certainly  that  he  conceived 
to  be  the  object  of  their  creation,-  and  in 
that  view  he  was  sorry  to  be  obliged  \a 
give  it  as  his  humble  opinion  that  the  ex- 
erciseof  their  privileges  during  thatses-^ 
sion  had  been  in  certain  instances  hostile 
to  the  interests  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Colcrqfi  ob9^rved,  that  after  all  the 
disagreements  of  the  session,  in  which  mi« 
nisters  were  left  in  many  minorities,  jt 
was  impossible  for  him  to  subscribe  to  the 
inference,  that  they  separated  with  that 
tmity  of  sentiment  whicn*  the  hon.  mover 
fancied  to  exist.  He  was  assured  that  the 
real  fact  was,  that  the  House  during  the 
session  had  done  nothing  to  raise  itself  in 
the  estimation  of  the  public.  He  d  id  how* 
,  ever,  hope  that  when  it  was  again  assem- 
bled it  would  feel  the  absolute  necessity 
of  taking  the  course  recommended  by  the 
petition,  namely,  of  considering  the  best 
means  ofau  economical  and  parliamentary 
reformation.  He  hanled  the  admission  of 
such  grave  authority  as  that  of  the  hon. 
mover,  when  he  pronovnced  himself  a 
friend  to  reform. 

Mr.  Wilbeisfbrce  in  explanation  said,  that 
he  had  not  avowed  himself  a  friend  .to 
parliamentary  reform,,  only  that  he  pre- 
ferred for  such  consideration  a  season  wheir 
the  public  mind  was  not  sanguine  in  the' 
pursuit,  because  then  there  was  no  dan- 
ger of  carrying  the  principle  to  a  daoges^ 
rou3  extreme. 
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'BAt\'pMfk^h^t^^,  that  when  Speeific 
gritivaMt^  i^«re  broiughe  forrvrard,  he  Wa^ 
tnost  ready  ta  ^dmh  t^at  Specific  r^tn^dies 
ought  IQ  bft  contidi^red.  In  that  view,  and 
Ithat  view  only,  wais  he  a  frrend  to  reform, 
always  offfKised  as  he  sbovild  be  to  generrJ 
undefined  chttfiges»  such  as  was  d<einanded 
wider  #hat  the  p\Mit  (slaitioUr  designated 
parliaffiteiltary  rdfbrm.  He  defended  the 
privileged  of  th<  House  of  Commons,  and 

C'  ^ed  agakiBt  the  principle  of  any  9o« 
inate  c<rar€  b«ing  allovved  to  decide 
nponthem.-^Ordc^ed  to  lie  tipon  the  table. 

(BiiTiiBRy  BiLt].  Mr.  Ctiarki  WUH^nAs 
llTyiintoi/t  to  move  that  the  House  should 
ft^solte  iuelf  into  ftComiiii^ttee  on  the  bill 
for  the  better  prevention  of  Bribery. 
As  th&  pn'obable  duration  of  the  »(;idion 
might  reMer  r( impossible  fiSr  him  to  pusfh 
the  bill  to  any  farther  stage  till  neiit  year,  he 
wished  to  take  th6  present  opportunity  of 
stating  its  provisions,  as  well  as  soi^' other 
regulations  which  he  intended  to  prbpiWe 
in  6rder  that  ib^y  might  be  fully  eon- 
aidered  before   parliament  again  met. 

To  argue  the  prine)pl6  of  the  bill,  was, 
be  felti  itHperfiuouS.  It  was  an  axiom  6f 
the  cbnstitution  that  the  elections  of  iflem- 
bera  to  s^rv^  in  parliament,  shpuld  be  ft^^ 
from  etpeilttfiaud  though  some 'gentlemtMfi 
might  in  prilrate  pretend  to  justify  edr- 
t-uption,  he  did  nt>t  expect  that  any  man 
livould  have  the  courage  to  maintain  that 
argtnhent  in  the  House  of  Coryimons. 
Others  th^r^  w^re  #ho  considered  Bribery 
as  an  oflfenc^inde^  against  tbelaf#s,a£r^ 
men  nbn  iiirpe  whkh  deposed  the  perpe- 
trator tocerfath  piinalttes,  bui.whieh  waii 
ftot  fh  ittelf  imftiMra)  or  di^gracffuf.^-^On 
the  contrary  ht  mtlst  alwaya  mnimaift  It 
to  bft  t  ctmtt  of  fli  most  aggrarated  nature 
ngAintk  the  conHi^ntron  of  M^  <cotinery, 
against  morals  ^M'agtfinst^refligion.-^That 
some  n^w  regnlsifions  were  necessary  to 
enforce  this  principle  WAs  evident  firom 
the  circumstance  prov^  diiHng  thfe  ta^H 
session,  cireunistancrJ  v^hich  had  mani- 
ibsted  to  tho*  cbdAtry  that  practices  th^ 
most  corrupt  n6t  on)y  eikisted,  but  were 
carried  6n  m  Ch«  most  bai^<^fiiced  ihanner. 
The  House  had  then  det^mined,  p<?rha]^ 
wisely,  that  it  would  abatain  IVom  any  in- 
quiry into  psM  d{bnce»,  but  would  endea- 
tour  tb  preiFCtit  theif  ni^Menc^. 

In  Ms  ttew  and  in  tlri»  t'ie#  ^)y  did 
he  coMrid^^  iht  Act  pmtfd  ih  ^€  lask  4M* 
tion  is  Mng  of  talu^  itr9pl  tfi  ft  wab  df 
.«li  fho««  proVi^olKl  whitfh  co^llf  render  tt 
efficient.  It  WM  a  aoteMit  (dedg^  gif eii 
by  parliament  to  the  people-  tf  ^Mr^Mi* 


approbation  of*  Bribery,  and  of  their  de- 
termination to  adopt  measures  for.cbecking 
iti 

If  things  should  be  allowed  to  proceeif 
as  they  have  done  hitherto — if  it  Is  sern 
that  teats  in  the  House  of  Commons  are 
strll  bought  stnd  sold,  and  that  bribery  ii 
stiH  practiaec}/  the  House .  would  justify 
the  ehmour  of  the  enemies  tor  the  eoaati* 
tatfon.  It  w^ttld  abuse  the  just  hopes  and 
eKpeciatr^ns  of  its  constituents,  and  appear 
to  have  only  deluded  fhem  with  promised 
which  it  did  not  intend  to  perform. 

The  prop  and  fuondation  of  the  Hotue 
of  Commons  was  public  respect,^bicb  was 
not  to  be  attained  by  ^weakness  and    cow- 
ardice falsely  called  conciliation,  but  by  a 
firnft  adherence  to  its  dotyj  and  if  one  doty 
was  nrore  sacred  and  imperative  than  an- 
other it  was  that  of  constant  and  vigilant 
attention  to  che^k  the  inroads  of  corrop* 
tion. — This  attention  most  necessarily  be 
unremitting,  since  it  could  scarcely  be  ex- 
pected that  the  ^ingenuity  of  vice  would 
not  iiltimatetv  find  means  of  invadtn«;  anv 
enaciAients  whii:h  human  wisdom   coolJ 
devise. 

This  had  been  the  case  with  tf^e  act  for 
the  prevention  of  Bribery  introduce*!  by 
the  h;>n.  member's  ancestor  (sir  VV.  W. 
Wyiin)  in  the  'ind  of  Geo.  ^.  One  of 
its  provisions  which  appeared  at  the  time 
tn  be  the  best  calcuifited  to  encodra<;e  the 
I  disrovfry  and  pttnishment  of  Bribery,  had 
since  bi^eln  inverted  into  an  engine  for 
its  concealmt^nt  and  protection.  He  meant 
thai  clause  which* provided  that  any  per- 
son discovering  an  act  ot  bribery  commit- 
ted by  another,  should  be  indemnified  for 
all  acts  of  tb«  stfmc  nature  which  he  hsd 
himself  previously  ^mmitted. 

Within  the  Isfst  40  years  It  had  been 
drscovei*ed  that  a  'pei^sbif  guilty  of  the  most 
general  and  wholesale  bribery,  might, 
under  this  clause,  protect  himself  firom  all 
the  conwqaences  of  his  crime,  provi»led 
he  should  give  itrfbrmation  against  any 
om*  of  the  6 nfortunate  persons,  viliose  votef 
he  had  purchased. 

In  eontfequencc  nrnnerons  fratiduleni 
actions  had  b6en  Coaimenced  solely  vrhh 
thf^  view,  and  membM'S  of  parliament  had 
stood  forwards  in  CMKvof  josiice,  prose- 
cutrjryof  those  who  had  voted  fWr  them, 
and  avowing  with  an  tinf>Ioshrng  counte* 
nance,*  tbat  thehr  object  m  so  doing  was  to 
prMdnean  indemnityfbr  their  pan  offence. 

»*  pttfpon^,  therefor,  to  limit  this  in- 
dettinAty  ift  Inture  to  the  acM  of  bribery, 
tHflji^li  "shMId  a^tttillty  h6  di^eoirtred  by 
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aoy  vitneai«  when  exaxnukcd  by  a  com- 
puuiit  authority^  whether  io  a  court  qf 
justice^  or  a  Committee  x>f  ^e  House  qi 
CJommoDS. 

The  ne<:ecsary  coii&«/|Qence  of  this, 
M'ould  be  another  .cia»u9ip  iippaweriog  «uch 
court  or  CommiUee  to  compel  an  answer 
from  any  witness,  even  though  it  should 
disclose  an  act  of  bribery  i/i  which  be  him- 
self had  been  concernod. 

By  this  means  Committees  of  the  House 
of  Commons  J  would  hie  enabled  to  drag 
forth  to  public  riew^  the  bribery  of  votes 
or  the  purchase  ol  aeats  io  Parliament, 
however  sccretiy  the  transaction  might 
be  conducted,  and  persons  who  were  im* 
plicated  in  such  practices,  would  \ui  con- 
scious that  they  could  at  no  time  be  se- 
c  ure,  since  the  accomplice  jof  their  crime 
paight  be  compelled,  unless  he  chose  to 
incur  the  guilt  of  perjury,  to  reveal  ^heir 
olicnce. 

It  would  aUo  be  necessary  to  empow/er 
iCommitiees  lo  eiuitniue  witajesses,aUhoi^gh 
they  ^bouUl  have  signed  the  petition,  coi^- 
plaining  ol'  an  undqe  eJecuon,  which  the 
Commiiiee  were  a^embled  to  try,  sin4.'e  it 
yv^  becoB^  a  conaum  pfciMUice  aiuong 
pir>onfi  who  were  avtj-^e  t'»  be  4»xattined, 
,  lest  they  a^Mftttld  give  evidence  lyifaviMira- 
bie  to  4 heir  ow-u  lriead«,  to  aign  the  pe- 
tition merely  in  aider  to  prevent  the  ad- 
verse party  frpm  c  ailing  them. 

He  shonid  also  pn^piise  titat  tbe  tight 
of  petitioning  aicainA  an  nndue  eleotioa, 
on  the  groundoffbrAbttry,  should  4>e  ^cVeod- 
ed  to  all  persons  wbatever,  thoMiigli  nei- 
ther vi»ters  or  caodidaies  for  tbid  aefic  in 
guest  ion. 

'I  his  had  been  Ihe  antieni  and  ponstant 
usage  of  Parliament  till  the  year  17^4,  at 
that  time  many  groundless  petitions  were 
presented,  the  pur.pose  of  whicii,  in  some 
oases  was  only  in  entitle  ihe  petitioneja 
to  a  feat  undrr  the  gallery.  jiord  Grenr 
TfUe  UM  in  consequence  intrmdnced  ^n 
act  limiting  tlie  right  of  |i|etitioniog  49 
candidates,  or  voters  and  giving  costs  in 
all  cases  where  petitions  should  be  found 
to  be  V/ivolous  or  vexatious. 

The  latter  pcovjaion,  would,  of  itself,  foe 
sufficient  Ss^r  its  ol\j«ct,  and  the  utility  of 
the  repeal  of  the  former,  wonld  be  snffi* 
ciemly  manifest  by  advertii^  tntbe  many 
caics  which  jnight  occur  of  the  sale  lof 
seats  where  a  borough  was  completely  jn 
one .  interest,  nnd  every  indi)iiidl|»l  v^^ter 
imfdicttted  in  the  saine  offisnoe. 

Wkh  «he  sisne  vi^i^  it  jmight^  Aecaf- 

sary  in«  bumoe  ««9|i9PA9  i4l^  m  M^f 


of  bribery,  the  stpodii^g  oi4erV  wjiMph  ^» 
mitted  the  timie  inr  pntseniing  petitions  ifii 
fourteen  day  9  after  the  return  should  be 
received  in  the  jcrown  ofiiqe.  At  presebf 
ii  wss  a  .common  practice  to  delay  the 
payment  of  bribes  and  si;ttl£0)^t  of  ac* 
counts  for  treating,  till  after  those  fburteeiji 
days  should  have  elapsed. 

Mr.  Williams  Wynn  proceeded  to  par* 
ticularize  several  rt^latiops,  1  which  h.e 
intend(:d  to  propose  in  a  futnne  sessi^.  ^ 

He  proppsied  that  the  writs  for  mew 
electiQ^,sJiould  be  forwarded  by  the  ge* 
neral  p^t  oQice,  instead  of  being  entrust^ 
to  private  persons,  wbcT  for  their  own  pb/ 
ji;cts  frequently  delayed  their  delivery. 

Additional  regui^iio;aiS  would  also  be 
necessary  to  shorten  the  duration  of  pollp, 
which  might  dow  be  l^ept  open  for  a  bpr 
rojugh  containing  200  «'oters,  as  long  as  for 
the  county  of  Voric ;  .as  it  was  held  thai 
tb^  rc^tur^ing  officer  could  not  close  the 
poU  till  the  expira,tion  of  fourteen  deyiw 
provided  one  voter  caip^  fonirard  ii^  ti!fi\f 
hour. 

No  inpmvenience  oopiIS  arise  frogi 
vesting  in  eit^ier  candidate  a  right  to  d^« 
mand  that  tb^e  po)i  shopld  ^t  any  iime  be 
closed  -nnless  twenty  (pr  perbsq^  l^irty) 
votes  sib^mld  he  Aendeicd  within  tl^  n^yi 
bonr.  With  respect  to  county  eliectinos 
be  felt  that  the  greatest  ben«fis  wouU  le? 
suit  from  the  p«opo«al  elready  giv#m  no- 
tice of  by  Mr.  Brand,  for  tefciiig  the  pM 
in  the  diiferent  hundrfds*  il  it  4hi>«|^  be 
found  practicable^  butthai  iwi»a(ev4Nr,mighi^ 
be  the  decision  of  the  Honie  00  tbat  «nbr 
ject,  it  would  be  propter  (o  ecwtWe  4he 
sh/sriflii  to  encrease  the  numjher  of  books 
or  polbng  places,  which  at  presesit  fm$ 
much  too  iimitod.         * 

He  «iest  suggested  the  propriety  ef 
reyiviug  the  antiuij^  pr.«€Mce  of  ^Wctionjt 
by  winch,  if  iwo  membf-rs  were  4a  fat 
^lected.and  tbe  ahew  «»f  bands  tn  favjoar  el* 
one  candidate  was  uiHpiesuonQd,  he  snigl^ 
bedeclaied  duly  electtfd,  ekhongi)  a  poU 
should  t^  plaee  for  tk0  other  seat. 

Many  smalWr  prefisions  liad  Ukewise 
•been  fotmdliomeycpeneAcedesirable,  wit^b 
ref^peot  to  the  c^poiotment  of  election- 
l6ommiMes»and  tbe  irtals  of  controvertod 
4^etieos,  especially  with  regard  :to  the 
exchange  of  lists  of  votes  objected  to,  .ih^ 
anei^aise  of  the  amount  of  nHSOgnipaQfces 
for  ibe  due  prosecution  of  peutinos,  eai 
j9bnp(e  aU  to  faciJiteto4hei'tfe«Mery  of  ste 
onsts  ^here  petitions  e«e.%dl|«dged  ito  W 
friHolneSf  and  vexations. 

Mo  .AMiMlMdidduitnrisb'jfteiiler.isdA 
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ftny  dtscusaioa  on  the  subject  in  its  present 
Btage  ;  be  merely  rose  to  observe,  that  he 
concurred  with  the  ideas  of  the  hon.  gent., 
bat  differed  as  to  the  necessity  of  the  re-> 
medies  he  proposed.  He  was  not  willing 
to  adopt  measures  which  were  inconsistent 
with  the  law  of  the  land.  It  had  been 
said  that  the  state  of  things  in  the  House 
was  now  such,  that  our  ancestors  would 
have  "  started  with  indignation,''  on  the 
contrary^  he  would  assert,  that  our  an* 
cestors  were  guilty  .of  practices  at  which 
this  House  would. shudder.  It  should  be 
recollected  that  the  members  Were  in 
former  times  elected  as  in  a  common  club, 
by  ballot.  The  present  was  not  a  period  of 
corruption,  as  so  often  asserted ;  he  rather 
thought  that  it  exceeded  any  former  age 
in  honesty  and  purity. 

Mr.  Brougham  observed,  that  th'e  reason 
'  why  bribery  did  not  now  seem  to  be  so 
extensive,  was  because  it  was  carried  on 
with  greater  cunning  and  more  secretly. 
He,  from  experience^  could  assert,  that  in 
several  boroughs  there  existed  an  or- 
ganised system  of  bribery ;  from  this  bill 
therefore  he  augured  much  goof)  to  the 
country.  He  believed  the  not  being  able 
to  compel  a  witness  to  give  full  evidence 
to  be  a  chief  cause  of  many  evils.  In 
case  of  great  corruption  existing  in  a 
borough,  he<  would  allow  the  neighbouring 
~  hundred  to  petition  against  it  <  He  gave 
to  his  hon.  friend  the  warmest  thanks  for 
the  introduction  of  the  bill.  Before  he  sat 
down,  he  took  the  opportunity  of  noticing 
that  a  letter  of  his  to  some  of  his  hon. 
friends  near  him,  ha?ing  been  surreptiti* 
ouslypubHshed^had  caused  mnch  clamour 
in  the  north  of  the  kingdom,  and  had  oc- 
pasioned  many  advertisements  in  the  pub- 
lic papers  accusing '  him  of  attacking  the 
^otch  corporate  rights.  He  now  gave 
notice,  that  he  would  early  in  the  ensuing 
session,  submit  the  consideration  of  this 
subject  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Lockhart  thought  that  the  bribery 
laws  in  thf'iT  present  state,  increasedj,  ra- 
ther than  diminished  the  evil.  The  crime 
itself  was  generally  committed  by  agents ; 
he  conceived  it\o  attack  the  very  vitals  of 
the  constitution.  He  felt  himself  bound 
to  Kive  his  steady  support  to  the  present 
till. 

Lord  Porchetier  thought  it  would  have 
been  satisfactory  to  the  House,  had  mi- 
nisters given  a  pledge  that  they  would 
further  some  measure  for  efiectually  pre- 
Yenting  the  effects  of  bribery,  as  it  could 
pot  be  ihooghi  that  the  mere  pi^r  bill. 
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passed  in  the  last  session,  could  proTe  effi^ 
cient  to  remedy  the  evils  of  which    they 
complained,  or  even  give  them  ai  satisfac- 
tory check.      When  revenue   bills  wrere 
passed  every  possible  means  were    taken 
for  rendering  them  effectual.     This    wai 
stated  to'  be  nec^sary  to  the  public  ser- 
vice ;  but  whenever  a  measure  of  this  na- 
ture was  brought  forward,  founded    on  a 
great  constitutional  principle,   a  wish  to 
shrink  from  the  subject  was  manifested  on 
the  part  of  .his    Majesty's  govemnaeat, 
though  he  contended  they  would  find  their 
true  interest  in  giving  it  their  support^  and 
in  putting  an  end   to  bribery  altogether, 
When  that  question  was  before  them,  no 
middle  course  could  with  propriety   be 
pursued,  as  such  must    ultimately    end 
in  disgrace   and    parliamentary    reform, 
not  that  parliamentary  reform  contended 
for  by  the  moderate  and  the  wise,  but 
that  which  would  throw  the  nation   into 
confusion. 

Sir  S,  RomUfy  expressed  his  entire  con- 
currence with  the  general  principle  of  the 
bill,  and  felt  how  important  it  was  to  the 
House  and  to  the  country,  that   such  a 
measure  should  be  passed.     He  conld  not 
but  express  surprise  that  those  who  en* 
joyed  his  Majesty's  confidence^  shooM 
not  be  present  at  the  discussion.     The  bill 
passed  in  the  last  session  would  be  injori- 
ous  to  the  cause  rather  than  otherwise,  if 
it  were  not  followed  up  by  some  more  ef* 
fectual  measure.    He  could  not  but  ex- 
press a  wish  that  a  moderate  Parliamen- 
tary Reform  might  be  effected :  such  a 
reform  could  alone  prove  beneficial  to  the 
CQ^ntry;    any   other  must  be  attended 
with  serious  evils— with  convulsions  that 
might  endanger  the  security  of  the  count 
try.  ^ 

Mr.  Wharton  defended  the  absence  of 
ministers.  He  ondei'stood  it  to  have  been 
the  intention  of  the  hon.  ffcnt.  merely  to 
explain  the  principles  of  his  bill,  and 
thought  it  unnecessary  at  that  time  to  de- 
tain his  right  hon.  friends.  Hereafter  they 
would,  he  had  no  doubt,  take  an  opportu- 
nity of  pff*ering  some  observations  on  it^ 
He  thought  it  was  hard,  when  they  gave 
it  no  opposition,  that  they  should  be  cen- 
sured for  not  remainmg  in  the  House  to 
give  their  sentiments  on  it,  when  io  its 
present  stage  their  support  could  not  fur- 
ther it. 

Mr.  C.  W.  Wjpm  shortly  replied,  after 
which  the  House  resolved  itself  into  the 
Committee,  in  which  the  hon.  gent  pro* 
posed,  to  prevent  the  ctiIb  idloSfd  Ux  by 
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vott^cn  itt  liad4poktii  of,  '«b<t«lti  |[i¥e , 
it^wjiiir.  itictafeittesrto  .yioitalte  iluB»«cfa«rt. 
M».  Boigitui  left  te' Air  lto/Miiifdbf»- 

'pn>pilted[  10  'OMikiii  wooM  bo  MAcioist  >to 

fNTOfoliltkefOiril.    'Hofiarod  it  #aM4»iiot, 

4MI  Miohportoiiifroqiiiiitly  tOBUktsA  moMiy 

by  threats. 

Skftor  m  iNTilbftlifer'Miiutfla'tiM  Hdnse 

.t«mmAd/ihO  Mpoit  WM  bmbstat  tip  ttid 

^Moiled  to >bo  tAkeh^iBkoArttfier CMifMo- 

Mttai  4ii  tbtt  doy  oetiiMigliik 

(CWfttot  Of 'PHVtfOiAJit.l    Mr.  'JVw- 

•dbf^otf  kmM  to  ipt%  MtSfce  or  %  motioo  fer 
neztsatiM;  ondotoiod/thitdortefftlie 
internal  of  the  ,)ate  ouyoumment  of  the 
Hoaae,  a  commimication  had  been  madej 
to  himoQJlieittl^octof  oonoin  byo-laws 
mod  TogolatioQs  that  had  been  framed  J 
and  were  now  acted  opon  by  the  College 

^  Mviloiaaa»lo  the  iMrift  df  «fbiol^,ihad 
theroVten  Mfieionttimo,  he  khouM  eofr- 

<ttiDlf  J^fo^lek  il  Ikie  "dtity  to  -iftltoit  the 
jMMuiiiie  MmiAm  of  the^HoMo*     He 

lOTOtaderat  thM^  shfa^tens  to  faivolto  n 

3iiMloi»itf  jgm^wkMt  intlnmif  Oifhr  as 
tiOf iAoMtho  i4ghtl  of  MQie toty mo- 
Hfionioht  aOdoMinMt  pioinitonil  goiido« 
'WML  Ubili04:oo)di«>ioiithoo#ooftipn>ro- 
fldtoi^OQltrftiNy  hiiotho«Qli|Ociih«  should 
«OnMnt4iiMl0lf*i(MlhigMng  nocfeoof  a 
>aiOtaoftiftr  «ett  oosdouoa  the  oibjoot. 
ahould  they  MOin  ibo  ^Urtim^^GUA  h  os- 
pedient  to  rerue  their  code  of  bye*laws« 
wmi  flBMiiM  dMto  iloohtei  whioh  IM  boon 
i««pits04tdl  «o.hhli»iiidhO  ooMsoiontioQfly 
beli<(rod  OMTO  faUhihUv  toplroeented  as 
oniait,  Tozatioiu,  and  highly  obfection- 
able. 

RoutB  OP  Loans. 
TWsdoy,  June  2U 
[Tkii  Loans  Comcissiomas'  Srisca  at 
TBB  Closb  op  thm  Sbssiom.-]  Aboot  S 
o'clock,  the  archbishop  of  CaBterbory, 
the  Lord  Chancellor,  the  earl  of  West- 
moreland, the  marquis  Welleiley,  and  the 
oarl  of  Aylesford,  took  their  seats  as  his 
Majesty's  Commissioners.  Mr.  Qiiarme, 
the.  deputy  usher  of  the  black  rod,  was 
sent  to  the  Commons  to  reduire  their'at- 
tondanoe.  Shortly  afterwards  the  l^eaker 
and  a  number  of  members  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  came  to  the  bar.  His  Majesty's 
Commission  giTing  the  royal  assent  to 
certain  bills,  was  md  at  the  table  by  the 
clerk.  The  royal  assent  was  •notified  in 
the  usual  form  to  the  seToral  bills.  After 
which, 
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«slkn^  fdoli««f«d  theTollowkl^flpoeeh : 
"  !Hy  Lords  ohd  Ooniltaieti, 
"'Hii  'Majoltt  hM  OoMMOnded  us  to 
he^oafht  yoii,  tMn,  t^'lhe.poMicbostooas 
is  now  contloded,  he  thMa  H  prooer  lo 
put  OH  and  te  the  prateHt-Msion  or  Fit- 
liaaMfnl.* 

■^  ^IRe  am  colhmanded  by  hisMajestjr 
to  eiprMtfae  satisAietion  ho  deprived  ftoti 
Uh»  f«^etloiiof  the  Mand  of  Guadaloopo 
by  his  'Mtjesty^i  t^msi  an  ovoht  whM, 
ft^r  tlie  lirtl'thMi  in  the  hiitoryof  thowats 
of  Great  BHtaiOi  has  wresii^  fh^atniFranoo 
all  het  possessions 'In  that  quarOpr  of  the 
wotM;  and  whiebitotjelher  with  thooull- 
sequeikt  capture -of  the  only^colsiilM  hi 
the  West  Indies  ¥^Hh  ffcmaiMed  in  ibo 
poMteaAioH  ^  IhO  DOIch,  hoa  depfrif^d  his 
MajOsty's  entiOtes  of  ««ery  pott  ifl<tbOie 
s^,  fh>tn  wfaMh'the  ioterettaof  his  Mo- 
jesty,  or  tho  eommerco  of  his  iubjeets^Oia 
ott  molested. 

•  "GettUoaieitbr  ihoHooio  of'CommoBB, 

'•HIsMoJolty  his  i&oOimtttdod  ui  to 
thank  ypu'fbt^lhe  HbMtl  «lldafrip]eMp• 
plteft'lrhMh*yoil  hoii6  griMcd  fbr  theoet-- 
tlcfes  Of  tl(o  pMsent  year. 

"  ftift  ii^etty  deeply  remls  dft  nk- 
eeAary  oittenl  Of  the  demanoo  whioh  th<Ao 
torfkret  hkre  orealetl ;  b^i  wo  are  eoA- 
tnail^ed  to  ojqprete  to  you  liio  eoHtfolotion 
whfcfa  hfehatderi^edfrom'obicAMriAg  ibut 
tho  resources  ^  iherooiitryv  manifestMg 
tbetnieltdi  b^  every  lOark  Hi  pro«pOrttir» 
by  a-tevenOO  increasing  inOhnost  all  Its 
hratifthos,  OBd  by  *  commerce  ostohdlAg 
iMlf  in  toe#  ehOlkiiels»  and  #ilh  aO  increis- 
ed  ▼i^our  in  pioportioii  at  the  onemy^hos 
in  Tain  attempted  to  destroy  it,  have  ena- 
bled you  to  provide  for  the  expenoes  of 
the  year,  without  imposing  the  burden  of 
any  new  taxation  in  Great  Britain;  and 
that,  while  the  taxes  which  have  been 
necessarily  resorted  to  for  Ireland,  have 
been  imposed  upon  articles  ^ which  will 
not  interfere  with  the  growing  prosperity 
of  that  country,  you  nave  found  it  con- 
sistent with  a  doe  regard  to  its  finances,  to 
diminish  some  of  those  burdens,  and  relax 
soma  of  those  regulations  of  reveooe» 
which  had  been  felt  the  most  inconvenient 
in  that  part  of  the  United  Kingdom. 

*'  His  Majesty  further  commands  us  to 
return  you  his  thanks  for  the  provision 
which  yon  have  enabled  him  to  make  for 
the  establishment  of  his  serene  highness 
the  duke  of  Brunswick. 

"  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

''  His  Majesty  has  directed  us  to  ac* 
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aoainl  yoo>  diat  Portiigal,  rescnad  irom 
k  clppraMion  of  th«  enemy,  by  the 
poweifal  eniitaiice  of  bis  Majesty^t  anna, 
kasaxerted  herself  witb  vigour  and  en«|y 
in  making  every  pre|mrataon.for  repelling, 
with  the  ccmlinaed  aid  of  his  Majesty's 
fbtr^es,  any  renewed  attaek  on  the  part  of 
the  enemy ;  and  that  in  Spain,  notwith- 
Manding  the  reverses  which  have  been 
lezpenenced,  the  spirit  of  resistance  agunst 
France  still  continnes  onsabdned  and  una- 
.  bated :  And  his  Majesty  commands  ns  to 
.  assure  you  of  his  firm  and  unaltered  con- 
viction, that  not  only  the  honour  of  his 
throne,  but  the  best  interests  of  his  domi- 
.nions,  require  his  most  strenuous  and  per- 
severing asnstance  to  the  glorious  em>rts 
of  those  loyal  nations. 

' "  His  Majesty  has  commanded  us  to 
:. recommend  to  you,  upon  your  return  to 
your  respective  counties,  to  use  your  best 
.  exertions  to  promote  that  spirit  of  order 
and  obedience  to  the  laws,  and  that  gene- 
.  ral  concord  amongst  all  classes  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's subjects,  which  can  alone  give  full 
effect  to  his  Majesty'^  palainal  care  for 
.  the  welfare  and  happiness  of  his  people* 
Hb  Majesty  has  the  fullest  rrtiance  upon 
the  afiections  of  his  subjeets,  whose  loyalty 
and  attaehment  have  hitherto  supported 
him  through  that  Ions  and  eventful  pe* 
riod»  during  which  it  has  pleased  Divme 
Providence  to  commit  the  interests  of 
these  dominions  to  his  charge.  Hi|  Ma- 
jesty feels  that  the  preservation  of  dom«h> 
tic  peace  and  tranquillity,  under  the  pro- 
tection of  the  law,  and  in  obedience  to  its 
authority,  is  amongst  the  most  important 
duties  wnicb  he  owes  to  his  people. 
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His  Mijeily  commaipda  iie  to 
you/  that  he.  wjU  not  be  wantinj 
discharge  of  that  duty  ;  and  his 
will  always  rely  with  confidence 
continued  support  of  his  loyal 
enable  him  to  resist  with  sucoe» 
signs  of  foreign  enemies,  and  Co 
unioMHured  to  posterity  the  bleanoga  d 
the  British  constitution." 

A  Commission  for  proroguing  tlie  Fsr- 
liament  to  Tuesday,  the  2lat  of  IkngaaK 
was  read ;  the  Lord  Chanoellor^  in  his 
Majesty's  name,  and  by  virtue  of  the  said 
Commiasion,  declared  the  Bsriisanent  id 
be  prorogued  to  TViesday,  the  21at  of  A»> 
gust  next,  to  be  then  there  holden. 


■OUSI  OF  GOMMOHS. 

Thtndi^,  June  21. 

Tlie  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  m  qur 
before  3  o'clock.    The  deputy  naner  uf 


the  black  lod,  summoned  the  H< 
the  House  of  Peers,  to  hear  Conai 
read  for  passing  bills,.and  the  _ 

of  Parliament.  The  Speaker  attendod  by 
the  members  went  up,  and  retomed  in 
about  20  minutes.  He  read  the  Speecfc 
as  usual  at  the  table  to  the  seveimt  mem- 
bers, who  immediately  afWr  separated-^ 
Thus  ended  the  Fourth  Session  of  the 
Fourth  Parliament  of  the  United  Kingdeai 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 

[A  List  of  the  Public  Acts  passed 
dorinff  the  Sessioi^  will  be  found 
at  p.Txxi,Vthe  Appeodtt.] 
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PARLUMENTARY  DEBATES. 

VOL  XVII. 
FINANCE  ACCOUNTS  OF  GREAT  BRITAIN, 

FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDED  FIFTH  OF   JANUARY,    1810. 


CLASS 

I.  Public  Ivcomb  ....«.•..  p.  i«  ii 

II.   COKSOLIDATED    FUND iii — X 

III.  Arrears  avd  Balances  . .  x— xii 

IV.  Trade  and  NAyiOATioK..xiii»xiv 


CLASS 

V.  Public  Expenditure  •  •  .xv— xxx 

VI,  Public  funded  Debt  xxxi— xxxiv 

VII.  Unfunded  Debt  ....  xxxv,  xxxvi 

VIII.  Disposition  of  Grants  xxxvii^viii 


I._PUBLIC  INCOME. 


HCAM  or  UVtNUft. 

ORDINARY  REVENUES: 
Fttnuuteni  and  Annual  Taxet. 

Cttttont • ••• 

Excise  T • 

Stampi. 

Land  and  Aueued  Taxes  ..^ • 

Pou  Office  

1  #.  in  the  £.  on  Pensions  and  Salaries 

6  d,  in  the  X*  on  Pensions  and  Salaries 

Hackney  Coaches 

Hawkers  and  Pedlars   ••.. 

Total  Permanent  and  Annual  Duties .... 
Small  Branchm  of  Ike  Hereditary  Revenue. 

Alienation  Fines ....••... 

Poit  Fines 

Seizures ••.••... .•-• 

Compositions. «...  .•..••. ..«. 

Proflf^ ••••.••••••..... 4. ..A. ...••••.••• 

Crown  Lands • ..... 

Extraordinary  Remurcei, 

3  ICustoms 

i2  jExcise ••.....•• .... 

^  ] Property  Tax...... • •... 

^  /  Arrears  of  Income  Duty,  &c 

Lottery,  Net  Profit^ne  third  Cor  Ireland  .. 
Monies  Paid  on  Account  of  the  Interest  of 

Loans  raised  for  the  Service  of  Ireland.... 
On  Account  of  the  Commissioners,  appointed 

for  Ittuing  Exchequer  Bills  for  Grenada  .. 
Surplus  Fees  of  Regulated  Public  Offices. . . . 

Surplus  Revenue  of  the  Isle  of  Man 

On  Account  of  the  Interest,  &c.  of  a  Loan 

granted  to  the  Prince  Regent  of  Portugal . . 
Imprest  Money  Repaid  by  sundry  Public  Ac- 

coantants,  he,  8tc 

Other  Monies  Paid  to  the  Public ............ 

Total,  I odependeot  of  Loans  .1 

Loaoi  Paid  into  the  Exchequer,  inclodini; 
/.d.OOOtOOO  for  Ireland,  and  .f.  600,000 
for  the  Prince  Regent  of  Ponugal 

GsAup  Total 

You  XVII.  4>pcndix, 


GroM  XcTcooe. 


•f .  1.    d. 

lT,024»88i  2  3 

19371  •880  0  Oi 

5,622^95i  18  1 

9,063.715  16  10| 

1,791,390  17  4i 

33^32  10  5 

53,530  S  41 

88,890  1  3J 

15,857  0  0 


47,906,035     8  lOJ 


9,B85 

7,591 

14.529 

2 

603 

91,278 


2     1 

9    7 

13     3 

0    0 

15  10 

16  H 


HetPro4acfr 


jS.  t. 

8,5^8,032  lU 

17,184,931  3 

5,309,843  1 

8,74«,483  6 

1,370069  1 

33,259  17 

51,483  14 

25,925  7 

n,995  6 


d. 
0 

11 

4 
10) 

"4 


KaymenCB  into 


41,'4V9,043    JO   ll( 


8,757 

7,497 

14,529 

2 

603 

87,379 


14 
11 
13 

0 
15 

9 


1 
1 
3 
0 
10 


£, 

7,217,044 

16,797,132 

5,124,739 

7,863,231. 

1,168,000 

31,477 

51,377 

25,790 

12,780 


s,    d. 
15    2| 


0 
2 
17 
0 
9 
0 
0 
0 


0 
6 

0 
0 


38,i9l,572     4     5) 


3,397,201  15  41 

5,809,491   12  2) 

12,386,912  13  5 

26,891     0  7| 

458,333     6  8 

2,260,436    5  8 


3,072,^61  19  10| 

5,639,216  11     ]| 

12,134^118  10     84 

26,043  18     3 

435,818  15     9 
2;260,456    5    8 


15,000    0 

104,364    7 

9,717     9 


0 

H 


28,585     1     6 

83,968  12  11) 
46P    0    0 


71,904^297  12    4| 


M,675,668  18     6 


15,000 

104.36^ 

9,717 


0 
% 


0 

n 

H 


28,585     1     0 


83,9(^8  12  11) 
469     0     0 


»««"'•(  2,000 

'*'  ^  3.770 

4,832 

14,529 

2 

603 

47,921 


0    0 
2    0 

14  1{ 

15  3 
0    0 

15  10 
11  10 


3,072,761  19  10) 

5,593,265  0  0 

Pi,134,ll8  10  8) 

8€w0-^3  18  3 

435,818  15  9 

2,260,436  5  8 

15,000  0  0 

104v364  7  9) 

9,717  9  9{ 

28,585  I  6 


83,968  12  11) 
46'>    0    0 

65,2^7,^74     7     94  62,129»781    3     9) 


14,675,668  18    6 


86,179,966  10  10) '7:)  ,902,943    6     ^ 


76,805,450    2    3) 


^e 


(*) 
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PARL.  ACCOUNTS.^Gbbat  Britain.— Cbiijoadii/erf  fund. 


f 


jin  Account  of  the  Net  Produce  of  all  the  Permahbkt  Taxbs  ^  Great  BftzTAiK ; 


CONSOLIDATED  CUSTOMS...-. 

....Ditto EXCISE 

....Ditto STAMPS 

INCIDENTS. 
Housei  and  Windowi.   .•••..•.....   1758 

Ditto 1766 

Inhabited  Houses 1778 

Horsci  for  Riding     1785 

MaleServanu 

4  Wheeled  Carriages   

2... .Ditto , 

Waggons 

Carts ., 


Female  Servants ..•••.••.... 

Hackney  Coaches  and-Chairs  1711  tc  1784 

6(/.  per  Lib.  Qn  Pensions  ....   1791 ••....••••• 

If..... Ditto.... Salaries    ....   1758 • 

Letter  Money 

Hawkers  and  Pedlars 

Seizures    ,, 

Prodis 

Compositions  .•..•.••........•..••. ••.,•.••••• 

Finesand  Forfeitures     .», • 

Rcntofa  Light  House • • 

Ditto.. Alum  Mines   

Alienation  Duty 

Lottery  Licences    .' 

Legacies v. 

Quarantine  Duty    • 

Canal  and  Dock  Duty *. 

^.  10  per  Cent 1793  

Hair  Powder  Certificates  , 1795  .«.. 

Horse  Dealers  Licences    .» 1796 

•£^.  SO  per  Cent 1797  ...,* 

Houses     , •••• 

Horses      ••...... 

Clocks  and  Watches     .i 

Additional  Assessed  Taxes    .........   1798  ..• 

Houses  and  Windows -...« 

Inhabited  Houses 

Horses  for  Riding .•.•..•.••••.. 

Ditto ....  Husbandry    

Male  Scrvanu • .... 

4- Wheeled  Carriages 

S Ditto   ^ 


Dogs ., 

Armorial  Bearings • ..< 

Horses  for  Husbandry 1801 

Ditto Riding 

Houses  and  Windows 1809 

Inhabited  Houses    • 

Horses  for  Riding 

Ditto....  Husbandry 

Male  Servanu 

4  Wheeled  Carriages  

3 Ditto   

Dogs 

Houses  and  Windows      1804 

Inhabited  Houses    ...•.......••. 

Horses  for  Riding  ••...•.•...... 

Ditto. .and  Mules •  •.... 

Male  Servants. 

Carriages 

Dogs 

Hair  Powder  Certificatea    .••••.•..••••••.• 


iBdwTMTcsdcds  jM.  itn 


3,257,497  13    Oj 
15,505^080    9     6 
4,476,838    9    3 


6  9 
109  19 
185  7 
101 


'4 


10  41 

70    0  0 

17  0  0 
7  0  0 
0    6  0 

18  6  0 
0    3  9 

26,099     0  0. 

34,784    0  0 

4.),893    0  0 

1,060,000    9  lli 

19,195     0  0 

3,733  11  7| 

68098  10 

3  10  0 

1,391   19  9 

6  13  4 

816    0  0 

7,900    8  8 

4,879  17  7 

54.594    0  0 

11,445    3  0| 

29,117  15  6 

10  16  0 

2,159  19  8^ 

J45    8  4^ 


538 
104 
413 
209 
158 
748 
134 
198 
1»3I5 
6 
8 
10,694 
5,787 
6,063 
15.938 
4,798 
4,900 
1.714 
6,076 
1,483,189 
695,088 
578,918 
409,370 
303,791 
317,109 
110,118 
59,909 


1 
9 


6 
6 


13    0 
19    0 


4 
0 
4 

14 
1 
U 

19 
5 

16 


0 
0 
0 
0 
3 
0 

3 


18  4i 
13    7 

16  ni 

18  2 
8  8 

19  4 
5  9f 

8  n} 

19  I0| 
19  4} 
15  'Oi 

10  ^ 

19   li 

7  a 


Do.  Hh  JM.  t«10. 


4,960,651      O  II| 
14,899.429      O     0 
5,119,467   18     4 


1,168  to     2 

103   to     O 
100     O     0 


101   16     4 


16     0 


69,997  19  7{ 

67.747  3  4 

34^541  5  10 

98,217  0  8 


ix]  •  PARL.  ACCOUNTS.— Great  Bwtaik.— ^rrwr*  tM  Balaneei.  [x 

taken  for  Two  Yean,  ending  reepeOively  5th  January  I8O9  and  Sth  January  1810. 


Rone  Dealen  Licences • 

Armorial  Rearingi 

Ooodt  and  Waret    1805 

British  Spirits 1806 

je.  10  per  Cent 

Consolidated  Asseued  Taxes 1 808 

64I  per  Lib.  on  Pensions  .•••.••'•....   1 809 
Ljmd  Taxes     • 


Surplus  of  Duties  Annually 

granted  after  dischaigtog 
C.9,000,000  Exchequer  Bills' 
clur|;ed  theieoa. 


Sugar  and  Malt 

Additional  Malu 

Annual  Malts    

Tobaccos , 

Land  Tax  on  Offices,  &c. . 
M,  per  Lib.  on  Pensions. , 
.1#.  Ditto  ....   Salaries., 


/^Sugar  aud  Malt   

Duties  annually  granted      \  ^^^"1?"^^^**" 

to  discharge  ^ToC^o.  

^.3.00^000  Exchequ«  Bm^YllTd^^i^onii^cV^^^^^^^^ 
charged  tbeieoo  M  ^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^  Pensions. . 

\^U.  Ditto  ••••  Salaries... 


isUieTeu'ettdedSJan.  1909. 


9,716 

34,900 

879,099 

497,540 

498,419 

1,914,414 


1 
5 

3 
0 


H 
0 

H 

0 

H 

^ 


1«196,754  15  8 

311,493  5  5i 

769,076  0  0 

1,940  6  10 

169,470  0  0 

139,106  9  4 


33,647,314  0  6^ 


r 


9,376,507 

174,869 

445,899 

998,591 

13,000 

96,000 

18,615 

37,0UU,7j8 


7 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


J* 
0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


-7  8  I 


i»0.  sui  jra.  itio. 


^.    #.  d. 

8.975  ;7  9i 

99,105  5  74 

78^595  6  9} 

75,900  0  0 

153,899  19  3i 

5,678,695  7  8 

9,000  0  0 

1,159,055  9  HI 

376,477  9  0| 

696,516  14  5 

456,799  3  7 

87,841  0  0 

155,914  14  4 

34^868  0  0 

18.618  0*  0 


:>j,a33,704  1  '  7J 


9,466.905 

994,518 

12,597 

378.059 

8,500 

9,000 

9,00(1 


17 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


38,397,506  18 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


III.— ARREARS  AND  BALANCES. 


HEADS  AMD  TOTALS  or  these  ACCOUNTS. 


Arrears  due  on  the  5th  January  1 809,  from  the  Officers  of  the  C  Present  Collecton  . .  41 ,098  18  5 

Customs  in  England,  &c.  ..'. {Late  Collectors  .••..  1,80916  9| 

Arrears  due  on  Ditto,  from  the  Officers  of  the  Customs  in  Scot-  <  La  te  Collector  49    5  9| 

land,  ace. }  Present  Collectors  . .  14.486  19  2f 

Arrears  due  on  Ditto,  from  the  Officers  of  Excise  in  England,  Ice. •••  45,857    6  1 1 

Arrears  due  on  Ditto,  from  the  Officers  of  Eicise  in  Scotland,  Ice.  .....i. 3,095  10  5 

Arrean  due  on  Ditto,  from  the  Distributors  of  Stamps  in  Great  Briuin.  Ice.  ........  37,118     1  7) 

•  Balances  in  tbe  Hands  of  the  Distributoit  of  Stamps  in  Great  Briuin,  Ice    119,338  16  If 

Arrears  due  on  the  5th  of  January  1809,  from  the  Receivers  General. of  the  I.and  and 

Assessed  Taxes  ill  Great  Briuin,  lee • ....••..  387,903    9  9 

Arrears  due  on  the  5th  January  1 809,  from  the  Officers  of  the  Post  (  Inrecorerables • .  •  •  4,638    5  81 

Office  in  Great  Britain,  lee )  Recoverables  ....  9,456    7  Of 

Balances  in  the  Hands  of  the  Deputy  Postmasters  in  Great  Briuin,  Ac • 89,069    8  6f 

Balances  due  on  the  5th  January  1809,  from  the  Receivers  of  the  Land  Revenue  ^ 

the  Crown  for  England,  Ik. • ..••.. •  None. 

Balances  due  on  Ditto,  from  the  Receivers  of  the  Land  Revenues  of  the  Crown  for 

Wales,  &c • «....  None. 

Acoottou  delivered  into  the  Office  of  the  CemptroUers  of  the  Accounu  of  the 
Amy,  lie.  «••«•»•••#••••••••••••••••-••••• •.•...•.•••••.••••••-M**  (No Total gtvea.) 


xjl  PAUL.  ACCOUNTS.— Great  B&itain.— ^rmi^^  «»d  Botafcf^  l^it 

Liit  of  Ofiters^  and  Departmenti  v>hose  Accounts  are  Audited  by  this  Commasumers  fvr 

Auditing  the  Public  Accounts  ;  viz. 


Cashier  of  thp  Bank,  of  England. 

Cp«iniistiooer>  for  thq  I^wction  of  4ie  National 

Debt. 
S^etaiy  to  the  laiH  Qommiiiloners^ 
Ca^ior  of  tbe  9aiiMh  9ea  Afinuitieii. 
Paymastetvof  fixchequer  BUU. 
I^peaor  of  Ex^hcqufr  Toi^ia^ 
Cashier  of  Bank,  for  I^oans  and  Lotteriei. 
Sacretary  fo^  Coa:ing^ntEapenceaof  l/}licvf, 
CliamlKrla\n  qi  .  London.  OuphapA  riui4* 
Treasurer  a<  thcNavif. 
Treasiirer  of  th«  Ordnan<]e. 
Treasurer  of  ti<Q  Navy  Bills  (tinded. 
Treasurer  of  the  Ordnance  Bills  £an4ed. 
Inspector  of  Hoads  in  North  Britain. 
Faymaster  GeAeratofitb^  Army. 
Agent  to  the  Out- Pensioners  of  Chelsea  Hospital. 
Barrack^  First  Commissioner  of. 
Paimaaiec  of  Widowsi  PcnsiiQns, 
Receiver  General  of  the  Cn^n^s. 
Comptroller  Qejicral  of  t(ic  QustpiDlf 
Commissiooerf  for  Lii^enf  ing;  Hawkers  and  Fedlars. 
Keceiner  General  of  Revenues  arising  by  licensing 

Hackney  Coaches  ^4  Cl>airs. 
R^eiver  of  the  Customs*  &•!•  of  Mm. 
Receiver  General  of  the  Stamps;    *  ^ 

Comptroller  General  of  the  Stamps. 
Commissary  General  of  England. 


Agent  for  Regimental  Infirmaries. 
[  His  Majesty's  Principal  Secretary  of  State,  and 
the  First,  Lord  Commissioner  of  the  Admisaiiy. 
for  Secret  Service  Money. 
'  Treasurer  .of  Royal  Military  Asylum. 
Treasurer  of  Royal  Military  CoUegp. 
]  Rece  i  ver  General  of  the  Post. 
Comptroller  General  of  the  Post. 
,  Receiver  of  First  Fruits  of  the  Clergy. 
Receiver  of  Tenths,  of  the  Clergy. 
Keeper  or  Clerk  of  the  Hanaper. 
,  Paymaster  of  American  Pensions. 
Paymaster  of.  Allowances  to  Toulonett  Eraigranti. 
Lor4  Chswnberlain  of  the  Household. 
Master  of  the;  Robes. 
Master  of  the  Horse. 
Master  of  the  Mint. — Warden  of  Ditto* 
Solicitor  to  the  Treasury. 
'  ContptroUer  and  Cashier  of  Stationary  Office. 
Surveyor  of  Somerset  Phce. 
'  Storekeeper  Genei^ 
\  Agent  for  Volunteer  Corps. 
Agei^t  for  paying  AUawaaoet  to  letinpd  aad  offi- 
ciating Chaplains  of  the  Aimy. 
Agent  for  Cape  Breton.— ^Bahama  Islands. — New 
Brunswick.— Prince    Edward     IsLumL — Upper 
Canada.— Newfoundland.— Nova  SoociaL— Mew 
South  Wales.— Sierra  Leooe. 


jAst  of  Persons  Accountatih  brfor4  the  (^mmissUm^s  for  ^uAting  tk^  Public  Accouktsi 
for  Money  imprested  mi  Account,  for  Extraordinary  Services  ;  viz* 


Bntack  Masters  General  Abroad. 
Deputy  Barrack  Masters  General. 
Contractors  for  remitting  Money  fpr  Pay  of  Extras 

of  the  Forces. 
Commissaries  General,  and  Deputy  Commissaries 

(or  the  Purchase  and  Isfues  of  Stores  at  Home 
'  and  Abroad, 
jComjnisiaries  of  Accounts. 
]^ngipeers,  for  Monies  received  out  of  the  Extra* 

or^invies  of  tbe  Forces. 


Govemon  of  Islands  or  ProTinpeSa  ^nd  Lieitt. 

Governors  therepf. 
Commander  in  Chief,  for  Contingencies. 
Paymasters  of  Provincial  Forces. 
Purveyors  of  Hospitals. 
(Quarter  Masters  General,   and  Deputy  Qusrter 

Masters  General  Abroad. 
Secretaries  to  Governors. 
Secretaries  to  Commaailers  in  Chief. 


K.  B.'-.'Any  Person  to  whnm  Money  oiay  |>e  IfPi^efted  on  ^ccoupt  of  E^r^ordtnfrv  Serricft 
(90t  relating  to  the  Navy  or  Ordnan|:e)  becomef  a  Pu))lic  Accoi^ntant,  and  is  compellable  to  pais 
ao  Accpunt  in  this  Office.  '  ' 


t»t 


Tlus  Class  aisQ  eontmnt, 

• 

Jist  ^  Accounts  delivered  Over  by  the  late  Commissioners  for  Auditing  Public  Accounts  to  The  Com- 
missioners appointed  for  the  like  purpose  under  the  46th  Geo.  3 ;  and  of  the  Accounu  since  received 
into  (he  Audit  Office/ Somerset- Plac«,  or  since  rrcetved  into  the  Office  of  the  said  ConnntssioQcit, 
which  have  Nxyaaa  beeo  Auditod*  Stated, or  DocUred ;— complcied  to  th^  3ti>  of  Jaou^  J810. 

Li>t  of  Accounts  Delivered  Over  by  the  late  Commissiopers  for  Auditing  the  Public  Accouati  to  The 
Conan4iponen  appointed  for  the  like  purpose  under  the  46th  Geo.  3;  and  of  the  Accounts  since  re- 
ceived into  the  Aiidit^Ofllce,  $omerset-Place,  or  since  received  into  the  Office  of  tbe  said  Coratnis* 
,  ^sioners,  wJiich  6 a vi  been  ehher  Stated  or  Declared  $  solar  a«  any  Balances  appear  to  be  now  oenag 
'  'to,  or  fros\«  the  PtibliCf  upon  aoy  soch  Aecouaia  j— eonpleud-lo  the  Jth  of  Jaauaxy  JUBIO. 


Jtiii]        l^JAUACCOVWs.—Gtiikr''RtL\fKts.— Trade  MdlfavlikHlm.         («▼ 

1V»— TRADE  AND  NAVIGATION  OF  GUtAT  BRITAIN. . 


sm 


Volut  ^  dl  Imports  into,  and  all  Exports  fromr  Obeat  Bbita-iit, /or  Three  Yearh 

endutg  5th  January  1-810. 


a._i. 


•  •  •• 


ending  5th  January  1868. 

,,..., 1809 

1810 


Of  riCtAL  YALUK  ftf 
IMPMTI. 


riwM 

(.Africa, 
•q4ABcrica. 


■aniadicotoA 

Chlra. 


3.401.509 
5^848,694 


OrriClAL  TALUK  of 

jurotTt. 


umuitbim. 


525,171,422 
26,691,962 
35,107,439 


■  '   £^ 

25,453,149 
23,780,704 
30,406,560 

Note— -The  Actual  Value  of  Britith  Produce  and  Manufactures  Exported  from  Great 
Briuin,  according  to  the  average  Prices  Current,  and  to  the  Declarations  of 

the  Eacportcn,  was,  to  the  Year  ending  the  5th  ofTanuary  1810 .,  ^.  50,242,76  W 

*  The  Account  of  Imporu  from  the  East  Indies  and  Cfhina  cannot  yet  be  gWen. 


Pftrdfa 


9.395,149 

7,862.305 

15,194,324 


[The  Appendixes  to  thia- Account  specify  tlie  various  Anidet.] 


^!de 


idbi 


If  ill  II 


y amber  (f  Vessels,  vith  the  Amount  of  their  Tonnage,  which  hate  heeti  AnnuaUy  Built 
and  Registered  in  the  several  Ports  of  the  Bkitish  Empire,  (eaoept  Ireland)  between  Sth 
Jan.  1807  and  Bth  Jan,  1810. 


In  the  Year  1807 .„. 

In  tlie  Year  1808,  being  the  Account  delivered  last  Year,  and  nowoorrectcd 
lo  the  Year  180V 


SfHft. 


770 
566 
547 


TONS. 


68,000 
57,140 
57,816 


Number  of  Vessels,  xoith  the  Amount  of-  their  Tonnage,  amd  the  Number  of  Men  and 
Boys  usually  employed  in  navigating  the  same^  xMch  belonged  to  the  several  Ports  of  the 
British  Empire^  on  the  30th  September,  in  the  Years  1807«.  1808,  and  18Q9. 


• 

In  1807.                1 

In  1808.                1 

In  1809. 

» 

utftn. 

TOHI. 

IRW. 

sniPt. 

Tom. 

MLy. 

SHIPS. 

TOMS. 

MOh. 

England ••••.. 

Guernsev    .••••••••• 

15,087 

106 

77 

390 

2,917 

2,615 

1,098 

1,797,182 

9,927 

6,891 

9,373 

184,794 

216,553 

56,901 

119,631 

993 

552 

2,259 

13,565 

15,658 

5,2n 

15;J27 

no 

66 

381 

3,0o6 

2,592 

1,104 

1,833.971 

10,850 

5,429 

9,237 

194.423 

^1,950 

5»,959 

119,381 

1,061 

500 

2,216 

13,081 

15,042 

5,324 

15,687 

112 

58 

372 

3,188 

2,534 

1,119 

1,575,224 

10,505 

5,451 

8,989 

201,^47 

206,075 

60,979 

122,81.1 
913 

Jcney     

Isle  of  Man    

Planutions     ...•••.. 
Scotlaod  .•■•>••••>•• 

576 

2,158 

13,857 

14,720 

Ireland   .•.••••••.•• 

5,560 

Total ••• 

22,290 

2,281,621  Tl  57.875 

22,646 

2,32^,819 

157,105 

23,070 

2,368,468 

160,598 

4 

1 

1        » 

1     ' 

Ifumher  of  Vessels  vtVA  the  Amount  of  their  Tonnage,  tchich  entered  Inwards  and 
cleared  Oi/twards,  at  the  several  Ports  of  Great  Britain,  from,  or  to,  all  Parts  of 
the  World,  betxceen  the  5th  January  1807,  dhd  the  5th  Jamary  1810. 


EKQ. 
LAND. 

1807  . 

1808  . 

1809  . 
SCOT. 
LAND. 
1807  . 
lOOS  ,* 
1809  . 


iiiwAai«* 


BtmsH. 


mm. 

8.590 
8,978 
10173 


9,623 
9,338 
2,483 


1,196,872 
1,110,901 
1,327.723 


239,795 
903,340 
211,850 


MSW. 


69.544 
69,137 
80,938 


15,453 
13,617 
U,S58 


fOBKlCy. 


sMirs. 

3,712 
1,899 
4,692 


375 

96 

230 


TOHS. 


MEN. 


626,603  29,406 
2(i9,970  14,818 
722,920  36,420 


53,541 
12,922 
36,367 


3,082 

694 

1,865 


OUTWARDS. 


r- 


BRITISH. 


sHirs. 

8.924 
9,431 
9,935 


2,504 
3,492 
9,564 


TOMS. 


1,190,232 
1,153,48$ 
1,'>  18^08 


233,871 
219,392 
212,644 


MEN. 


73,813 
74,372 
87,153 


15,903 
15,260 
15,370 


rOBUoer. 


sam. 

3,630 
1,821 

4,379 


916 

71 

151 


TONS. 

600,840 
272,104 
674,680 


31,070 
10,041 
95,070 


IT. 


29,685 
15»116 
35,89% 


1,796 

595 

l«369 
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PARL.  ACCOUNTS.— "Geiat  Britaik.— Ai&ifc  Expenditure. 

v.— PUBLIC  EXPENDITURE. 


[KVi 


I.  For  loterest,  &c  on  the  Permanent 
Debt  of  Great  Britain,  Uoredtemed, 
App.  (A.)     

Chargei  of  Management.  .••......_.. 

Reduction  of  the  National  Debt  ..~.. 

II.  The  Interest  on  Exchequer  Bills,  (B.) 
111.  The  Civil  Lut,(C.) 

OtherChargeJ  Sim '''^^"*'^''^ "' 

P  ",""•.     \  Sal.  &  AUowancct 
Fund,  ViS.   \Bott„t,es  ....... 


ly. 


V.  Civil  Government  of  Scotland,  (D)-- 
VI.  Other  Payments  in  Anticipation,  (E) 
Bounties  for  Fisheries,    Manufac- 
tures, Com,  &c    

Pensions  oh  the  Hereditary  Revenue 
Militia,  and  Deserters  Warrants,  &c.  - 

VII.  Navy^P.)Wagcs  of  Officers  &  Seamen 

Half  Pay  to  Sea  Officers  and  Bounty 
to  Chaplains 

Wages  to  His  Majesty's  Dock  and 
Rope  Yards 

General  Scfvices. — Building  of  Ships, 
Purchase  of  Stores  of  every  descrip- 
tion. Repairing  of  Ships,  Purchase 
of  Ships  ukcn  from  the  Enemy, 
Head  Money,  3c c. 

Bills  of  Exchange,  Impresu.  Salaries, 
Pensions,  Flag-payf  Marines,  jcc.  • 


The  Victualling  Department. ...... 

Transport  do  for  Transports,  Prisoners 

of  War,  Sick  &  Wounded  Seamen 

Miscellaneous  Services    ••••.. 


VIII,  Ordnance  (p.) 

IX.  Army,  (H.) — Ordinary  SerYiccs,   via. 
For  Regulars,  Fencibles»  Militia,  In- 
valids, and  Volunteer  Corps. ••• 

Barracks ....:. 

Suff  Officers  &  Officers  of  Garrisons 

Half-pay 

Widows.  Penkions,  &c 

Chelsea  Hospital 

Exchequer  Fees  

Pay  of  Public  Offices 


Extraordinary  Services 


%.  Loans,  Remittances,  and  Advances  to 
other  Countries,  (I.)  viz. 

Ireland 

Sweden     ...... .!,..., 

Sicily 

Portugal 

Austria 

^r.'  Miscellaneous  Services:  (K.) 

At  Home  

Abroad 


£. 


*. 


d. 


f,i50,000 

215,000 

1,016,500 


0 
0 
0 


0 
0 
0 


3,689,908 
2,490,000 


3 
0 


8 
0 


3,5tl,l39  18  10 
336,000    0    0 


£. 


t. 


d. 


20.996,059  U  ll| 
222,775    2    4$ 
10,904,450  13    0 


958,000  0    Q 

67.424  17  Hi 
14,483  7     6 

295,968  1     H 

67.425  B    3^ 
202,737  4    3 


£. 


32.133»«r8      7     3f 
1,862,943    t^     ei 


601,104 

27,700 

160,950 


9  1(4 
0    0 
2    3i 


9,791,408    3     8 
5.537,488  16    0 


3,907,139   18  10 


1,606,038  19     ^ 
90,954  15     9 


789,754   IS     8} 


11,136,830  2  11 

330,605  8     6 

213,218  17     6 

187,221  10    6 

54,777  0     0 

411,377  9     I 

120,389  4     2 

107,621  7  eS 


Deduct  Loan,  fcc  for  Ireland    •    .    -    • 
Deduct  for  Interest,  &c.  on  Portuguese  Loan   - 


12.591,040  19  11 
5,872,054    0    0 


2,921,527  15  6i 

300,000  0  0 

300,000  0  0 

600.000  0  0 

850,000  0  0 


f9,236,036  18    6 
4,374,184    6' If 


18,463,094  19  11 


4,971,527  15    (} 


1,172.743  18     6} 
286,690     6    0| 


2,921,527  15     6} 
28,432  16    8} 


- 
This  includes  the  Sum  of  431,264.  5.  8}  for  Interest,  akc.  paid  on  Imperial  Loans,  df. 


1,459,434 

4 

17 
19 

•?* 

S4fc977,24d 
2,949,960 

a 

82,027.288 

5 

i» 
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APPENDIX  (AV— ATofife^  paid  m  tke  Year  ended  5th  Jtm.  1 810,  tciwarda  the  Charges  of 
ike  PuB£lc  Debt  rf  Great  Briiam^  Ireland^  Imperial  and  Portygueie  loans. 


Permaaeot  Funded  Debt  of  Oreat  Briuin . 
I«oant  rtited  for  the  Senrice  of  Ireland  , 

Imperial  Loant     .•..••• 

Portuguete  LoaoB •.....••..... 


urmiST. 


"*      Aaaiiklet  for  Utm 
and  far 


£,  t.  d. 

17,988,469    4  H 

1,437,919    «  1 

197,051  16  1 

*13,43a  16  Bi 


19,576^73  18  111 


Tenn*  of  Yeart. 


1,096,579    r    Oi 
92,607    5  11 
230,000    0    0 


1.419,179  12  m 


"towards  the  Redemption  of  the  Poblic  Debt ) 
Annual  Istve,  per  Act  26  Geo,  ill 

Ditt». 49  Do * 

Anonkiet  for  Termt  of  Yean  expired  prior  to  5th  July  1802«. .. 
Ditto.. •  .for  Livcf,  on  which  the  Komiiieei  died  prior  to  5th 

Julf  1802,  or  that  have  been  .Unclaimed  for  3  Years  ••..••.. 

Interest  on  Debt  of  Great  Britain  redeemed     .... •••• 

Hitto Ireland do • 

Ditto Imperial.. do • 

Ditto ..•••  Portos^cse    ....  do  .....••., 

X.  1  per  cent,  on  part  of  Capitals  created  since  5th  Jan.  1793.. .. 

Part  of  the  Annual  Appropriation ••••.•• I 

X.  1  per  cent,  on  capitals  created  bf  Lcnns  for  Ireland • .. 

Ditto  Imperial  Loans  ..•.. •,••.••••..•••.•..•••.•••.. 

Ditto  Portuguese  do •••»• ••• ■ 

"» 15.432  16    8i,  15,000    0    0  =  Repaid  i?.  28,000    16    8} 


Cliwcci  Of  lUaaflCwaL 


X.         t.  d. 

200,433  16  7i 

18,128  16  1 

4,212    9  7f 


1,000,000    0    0 

800,000    0    0 

79,860  14    6 

51.277  16  19 

4^443,519  11  8 

174,882    6  6 

88,027    3  11 


222,775    8    4f 
1,4)9.179  12  n| 
222,775 


2    4 


21,218,827  14    d( 


10,874^620    3    1 


^ 


32,093,447  17    4J 


3,700i832 

626,255 

518,251 

36,693 

*15,000 


8 

10 

10 

0 

0 


I* 


APPENDMC  (A-  2.) — Total  Amount  of  the  Sums  achuMy  recmed-hy  the  CoMMissioKERft 
for  the  Reduction  of  the  National  Debt,  in  the  Year  ending  5th  Jan.  IB  10. 


!••■•■  ■•■•  •• 


<m^  •■••  •••■ 


>■  •■  k»ai 


GREAT  BRITAIN, 
Annual  Issue,  26  Geo.  3.  cap.  31. 
Ditto  additional  ditto,  42  Geo 3.  c.  71.... . 

Exchequer  Annuities  for  99  and  96  Years  expired  1792 

Short  Annuities  1777,  expired  1787  .•••••• 

Annuities  on  Lives  expired  prior  to  5th  }\Ay  1 882 

Annuities  on  Lives  unclaimed  for  3  Years  before  5th  Jan.  1809 . 
£,  1  perct.  on  part  of  Capitals  created  by  Loans  from  1793  to  1809* 
Interest  on  Capitals  porclused  by  the  Commrs.  at  £,  3  per  cent. 

Ditto    • ••..^.4  percent. 

...•••..     Ditto    • ••..•••€£.  5  percent. 

Ditto  on  Capitab  transferred  for  Life  Annuities,  at  £»  3  per  cent 

Returned  from  Account  of  Life  Annuities ••.•••..•• 

Paid  into  the  Bank,  a  Legacy  bequeathed  by  Admiral  Rainier . . . 
Ditto  by  J.  Burgis,  £,  200  Con.  ^.  3  per  ct.  Ann.  valued  at.. .. 
Annual  Appropriation  towards  Redemption  of  part  of  Loan  1 807 
Interest  on  Capitals  purchaaed  on  account  of  said  Loan 


Deduct^  set  apart  from  Sinking  Fund  for  payment  of  Life  Anns. 


IRELAND. 
^.  per  ct.  on  Capitals  created  by  Loans  raited  firom  1 797  to  1809< 
Interest  on  Capital  purchased  at  £.  3  per  cent       ••••••••.••. 


IMPERIAL. 
£,  I  per  cent  per  ann.  on  Capital  created  by  Loan  1797    •••• 
Interest  on  Capital  purchased  by  the  Conmirs.  al£.3  per  cent  • 

PORTUGAL. , 
For  Redemption  of  Reduced  Anns,  created  by  part  of  Loan  1809< 

Applied  to  purchase  of  Stock,  between  Feb.  1809  &  Feb.  1810' 
Ditto  to  the  payment  of  Lite  Aonuitici«  as  above    ••••  •••••••• 


Groas  Amount  received  and  applied. 


£. 

1,000,000 

200,000 

54,880 

25,000 

21,111 

30,166 

3,700,833 

4^163,793 

913,104 

7,100 

18,151 

55 

11,488 

134 

686,S55 

59,521 


#.  d  1 

0  0 

0  0 

1^  6 

0  0 

16  1 

0  9 

8  9i 

18  6 

0  0 


£. 


«.   d 


0 
5 
11 
18 
15 
10 


0 

8 

0 
0 
5 


19    2 


518,251  10    5) 

174,888    6    € 


36,693    0    0 
88,087    3  11 


Repaid. 


10^131,596  18    !{ 
41,918    U    4 


10,090,384  11    9| 


693,133  16  llf 

64,790    3  11 
15.000    0    0 


10,1)63,236  12     8 
41,212    0    4< 


1^904^450  13    0 
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APPENDIX  (B,y^Inier$9i  pai4  on  Exchr^uer  B11.U,  frm  lAc  5th  Jmi.  1809  te  t^ 

$tk  Jan.  I^IO. 


iader  what  Acu  iMued. 


44  Ceo.  III.  cap.  16. 

47  Ditto         cup.    3. 
$ct4.  2.    cap.  73. 

48  ^eo.  lU.  cap 


Ditto 
Pitto 
Pitio 
pitto 
Pitto 


cap. 
cap. 
cap. 
cap. 


2. 

7, 
53. 
54. 
97. 


cap.lU.    -    -    -    -    - 


Od  what  Fundi  charged. 

Malt  Tax  IS04       .    .    .    ^    .    .    « 

Ditto  1807. «, 

Aids,  1808   ....,.,,« 
Malt,  and  Personal  Eiutet,  1808    •    • 

Aids,  1808 

To  be  paid  6  months  after  Peace     -    - 

Ditto  .-- 

Aidi,  1808 

Pitto-    --••.«•«.•• 


•mm 


49  Geo.  III.  eap.    1.    *    *    -    -    -    Malt.and  Personal  Estates,  1809  - 


994      9 
8^9    13 

4994   19 

56.095     4 

S^.364    1^ 

O 

O 

S 

19 

» 


90.000 

75,OCjO 

780,190 

241,65$ 

37,164 


£,  1,662,943    15 


10 
11 

8 
9 
1 
0 
0 
5 

10 


APPEND\X{C.)^Charge  upon  iht  Consolidateb  Fukd,  in  the  Year  ended  tkm  5tk 
Jan:  1810;  exclume  of  the  Tnteteet  of  the  Public  Debt,  and  of  ike  Payments 

ExCHSQUER  BiLtS. 


0 
0 


CfFIL  LEST.  •  £. 

For  hit  Majesty's  Household.,..    898,000 
Ditto  per  Act  44  Geo.  3 60,000 

COURTS  OF  JUSTICE. 
Judges  ofKngland  and  Wales....     13,050 
Inspector  of  temporary  places  of 

confinement  for  Felonr  ....  ^SO 
Recetvefof  Thames  PoUccOfic*-  6,037 
ReceiTer  of  Seven  Public  Offioei*  17|199 
Chief  Jttttices  of  theAdmiialty 

Courts  at  Bahama,  Nova  Scotia, 

Malu,  Bermudas,  Jamaica,  and 

Barhadoes*  ,.....„,     11,000 

Acting-Judge  at  Barbadoea    ••••         800 
Judges  of  England ;  Pf  6cicnciM 

ofSalary 10,386  17 


0 
19 
13 


10 
14 


>•« 


1,600 
4,000 
3,000 


0 
0 

9 

0 
0 


7,000 
300 


0 
0 


Judges  of  Wales ;  addit.  Salary 
Sheriffs  of  England  and  Wales 
Keeper  of  the  Hanaper  .... 

MINT. 
The  Master  of  in  England     ....     10,350' 
....  Ditto    ....  Scotland     ....       1,200 
Receiver  of  Fees  in  the  Office  of 
the  Mint      2,933 

SALARIES  &:  ALLOWANCES. 

Speaker  of  the  H.  of  C.  tocooi* 
plete his  Allowance   ..•••,.•       1,798 

Marquis  of  Bute,  late  ooe  of  the 
Auditors  of  the  1  mprest    .  ••  • 

P.  Peaie,  esq.  late  Deputy  do  — 

E-RobeitSa  esq.  on  «£.650  formerly 
paid  to  the  Auditor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer  

Commiuioners  for  Auditing  tho 

Public  AccounU 11,663 

Salaries  and  Contingencies  in  the 

Office  of  Ditto     34^335  18 

Inspector  of  Tontine  Certificaiev  ^00    0 

ChiefCashierofthe  Bank  for  feet.  945  17 
Commsssionevi  for  auditing  th« 

West  India  Accounts 3,500 

Salviea  and  Contingencies  in  the 

QflkeofPoto 6,801 

PENSIONS. 

Arthur  Onslow,  esq... 3,009  0- 

Earl  of  Chatham       4,000  0 

Lf^fd  Hr%«ti. field      1,S«0  9 

LordRndoey     „ , ,  9,000  0 


d 

0 
0 


0    0 


0 
9 
0 


9 
9 

o*> 

0 
0 

0 
0 


7    6 


6    6 


0 
0 


650    0    0 


14    8i 


9 
0 
0 


0    0 


11    4 


0 

0 

o 

0 


Lord  Rodney M3 

I.ady  Dorchester     1,000 

John  Penn,  esq. 3,000 

Richard  Penn,  esq.  • 1,000 

His  R.  H.  the  Pfincn  of  Wales  «  -  65,000 

Ditto  tho  Duke  of  York 14,000 

Piuo. ......Clarence  ....  If.OOO 

Ditto Ditto 6,000 

Ditto.... Kent 1B,000 

Ditto Ditto.. 6^000 

Ditto Cun^befUnd-  18,000 

Ditto ...Ditto 6,000 

Ditto Sussex      ....  19,000 

Ditto Ditto 6,000 

Ditto Cambridge-*  19.000 

Ditto Ditto 6,000 

Princess  Charlotte  of  Wales  ....  7,000 

DucheuofTork 4^000 

Duchess  of  Brunswick   lO^ooO 

Puke  of  Gloucester.. ..••...,..  14,000 

Princess  Soph  ia  of  Gloucester.  •••  7,000 

Earl  St.  Vincent      2,000 

Viscount  Duncan     2,000 

Puke  of  Richmond ».  11,083 

Sir  Beaumont  Hoiham,  knt 9,000 

LordErskine    .....•.••.. 4,000 

Sir  Sydney  Smith     1,000 

Baroness  Abercrombie •  9,000 

Lord  Hutchinson 9,000 

Sir  James  Saumarez,  Bart      ....  1,900 

For  the  Prhice  of  Orange  .,.••••.  16,000 

For  Lord  Amherst 3,000 

The  Duke  of  AthoU       '3,681 

Earl  Nelson 5,000 

Lady  Nelson     ...  , 9,000 

Sir  Richard  Stiachan*  Ban.    ....  ] ,000 

Ixyrd Collingwood 9,000 

Sir  J.  T.  Duckworth       |,000 

The  Duke  of  Gralton    4,580 

Sir  Tohn  Stuart .••• i,OOQ 

Lord  Lake  •••.. •.••••«•  9,000 

BOUNTIE'i. 
For  Hemp  and  Flax  in  Scotland  - 
Commissioners  appointed  to  par 

Compensations  to  Persons  su^ 

fenng  by  the  Dock  Act     .... 
To  them,  more,  to  reimbnne  Fees 

calculated  short ••.... 

Salaries   and   Contingencies    in 

tlietr  Office  •.•.,.,.«••.••..  13.000 


1 

6 

0    0 

0 

1     0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Q 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

6 

8 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

13 

61 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

9,956  13    8 


186,914  0    I 
566  10    6 


0    0 


S    i,6c6»t>3B  19   M 


:id] 
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APPENDIX  (D.>— i4  lif^  i^aUmuik  Sum  mi  Symi  of  Money  m$  have  been  matrrtd,  and 
become  due  mpon  Hie  MajeetyU  EttobUikment  for  CiYih  Apvairs  vntkin  ScoTLANDy  Acor* 
ing  Doit  the  igtk  Doy  of  June  iTSl,  for  one  Yean  from  6tk  Jon.  I8O9  mciusket  to 
StkJon.  IBlOexdmive   £.90,964  15    9| 


I'ii.  T 


APPENDIX  (E.  l.y^Amount  ^  Bounties  ^poid  m  England  and  Scoiiand  out  of  tie 
Revenues  of  Cuetoms  amd  Exaee,  beiween  the  6ik  Jan.  1I09  and  tMe  Btb  Jan.  1810 1 
PaymenU  in  the  nature  of  Anticipations  of  Eockequer  luoee. 


CUSTOMS. 

Bountiet  on  Cotton  and   Linen   Manufac- 
tures, &c. 

»  • Britith  and  Southern  Whale  Fishery. 

•  • Kew  foundland  and  White  Herring  do 

EXCISE. 
Bounties  on  British  Spirits *\ 

•  - on  Fish  ,..• / 

Bossand  Barrel  Bonnties,  certified  on  fhe  Ex- > 

cise  for  Deficiency  of  Money  in  the  hands  L 
of  the  Receiver  Geneai  of  the  Cuscoms  ..  J 


■MCLAIia 


£. 
481|609 


4    5i 


18,848    7    7 


493,851   19    Oil 


•COTLAVa 


£,       1.  d. 
94,479  18    9 


18,780    4     1 


10T,232  17  10 


GIKAT  SRITAUV. 

£'       #.   tf. 
S76/)81  18    ^, 


95,089  IT    S 


601,104    9  lOf 


APPENDIX  (E.  9.>— Post  OrfiCM,.-— Pensions  and  ParHamentoryG a Antu,  for  the  Year 

ended  5ik  Jon. -kSiO. 

His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Marlborough ^^^5,000 

His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Grafton 4,700 

The  Hainof  the  late  Duke  of  Sehomberg « 4^000 

X.  1S,700 


APPENDIX  (E.  3.)^E?ici8B. — An  Aaouni ,- shaping kom  the  PvBLfC  Mtftiti remaining 
in  the  Receipt  of  the  Exchequer  on  the  5th  Jan.  I8O9,  together  HfUh  the  Moni^  paid  into 
the  same  during  the  Year  ending  5th  Jan.  ISIO,  and  the  Monies  paid  out  of  the  Net  Pro^ 
duce  of  the  Revenues  ^the  said  Year  in  Anticipation  ^the  Exchequer  Receipt^  have  been 
esctuauy  applied;  so  far  as  regards  the  Recent  of  the  Excise  in  Engiand,  and  con  be  a#» 
certeined  at  the  Excise  Office. 


PENSIONS*  vU. 


BOUNTIES. 


£4  #.  d. 

DiAe  of  Gcafcon  .«^ 4 ••..«. .••.•9^090  0  0 

EarlCowper — ^....StOOO  0  0 

Charles  Boone,  Esq.  Moiety  of  the  Earl  of  Bath's.  ...  1 ,500  0  0 

Lord  Melbourne's.. .«Diiu>    .•..•^.••— ..•••••1,500  0  O 


Saked  Provisions  .^♦•••••••••••••«— . 


•f.  86,943    7    7 


"    "    "  '  * 


APPENDIX  (E.  4)0^Stnns  advanced  by  Receivers  Generol  of  Lomd  and  Assessed  Taxes,  on 
Accountqf  MrtrtiA,  and D^szKv%SM}NAUAAnTn,ondotMerDisbmrsememto^nder various 
Acts  (f  Parliament ;  between  the  5th  Jan.  I8O9  and  the  5th  Jan.  1810. 


rfkAAi^i^rtk^rfh^ 


Militta  Md  Oewnen  wavrantt. 

Volunteers  .•••••• 

Defence  Acts , 

Amy  df  Reserve 


vSGuato  hWAtu 

sctm.4Mn.     1 

£.  i. 
58,886  8 
57,796  f« 

4,096  18 
90,689  19 

d. 

H 

4 

5 
3 

X%       «•   d. 

7.109    <»    1 

10,667    7    8 

97  15  11 

1,698  18    9| 

141,469  11 

"^ 

19,490  10  10} 

TOtAU 


X.        9.  d. 

65,988  17  5{ 

68,404  0  0 

4,194  14  4 

99,389  10  5| 


160,950  9 


=38 
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PARi.  ACCOUNTS^— Geeat  BmrrjLnr^PuUk  Eag^iUmre.  [xjut 


APPENDIX  {T,)'^Moiiuireceh^from  Hii  Majest^t  Exckefner^fir  Natax. 

betueen  ike  5tk  Jan.  \809tmdthe  5tk  Jan.  18ia. 


atAM  or  liBncB. 


NAFY. 
Waobi. 

Wag«t  of  Officer!  and  Seamen •.•...• 

Half  Pay  to  Sea  Officers,  and  Bouncy  to  Cbaplaim 

\l^aget  to  Hit  Majeity't  Dock  and  Rope  Yardf      

GtNBRAL  Sl^VICIt. 

l^or  General  Services,  yiz.  Bills  of  Eichange,  Imprests,  Salaries, 
Pensions,  Marines,  &c. 

kiiilding  of  Ships,  purchase  of  Stores  of  every  D«cription,  re» 
pairing  Ships,  purchase  of  Ships  taken  from  the  Enemy,  Head 
Money,  Jbc*  paid  in  Bills  at  Ninety  Days  Date    • 

VICTUALLING. 
Frovif  ions,  and  all  sorts  of  Victualliog  Stores,  paid  for  in  Bills 

at  Ninety  Days  Date • 

Wages  to  the  Yards • 

Hills  of  Exchange  and  Imprests 

General  Services,  vii.  Necessary  and  Extra  Necessary  Money 

and  Contingencies 

TRANSPORTS. 

Freight  of  Transports,  Maintenance  of  Priaoners  of  War,  and 
Expence  of  Sick  and  Wounded  Seamen,  paid  for  in  Bills  at 
Ninety  Days  Date 

Bills  of  Exchange,  and  all  Services  paid  for  in  ready  Money  •• 


SUM. 


2,450,000    0    0 

915,000    0    0 

1,016,500    0    0 


8,420,000    0    0 


3,689,908    3    8 


4,405.088  16  0 

67,400    0  0 

981,000    0  0 

144^000    0  0 


3,571,139  18  10 
336,000    0    0 


£. 


9,791»40»     S     8 


5,537,4S8  le     C 


3,907,139  18  JO 


19.836,036  IS     ^ 


APPENDIX  {fi.y^Mmwpaidhy  the  Office  o^Ordnance  m  the  Year  1809,/cir  Stnncet 

at  Home  and  Abroad  respectively. 

For  Services  at  Home 4,038,5^9    1    0 

For  Services  Abroad 335,655    7  10 


4,374,184    8  10 


APPEN  DIX  {U.)— Monies  paid  by  the  Right  Honourable  the  Paytnasters  General  of  his  Ma- 

jesty's  FoRCEB,/rom  ^Sth  Dec.  1808,  to  24/A  Dec.  iSOg. 

PAY  and  Allowances  of  tlie  Forces,  Captains  Allowances,  Off-reckon-  £, 

ings.  Recnsiti ng.  Contingencies,  Bills,  and  Clothing      1 0,775,830 

Volunteers  ,. ^ 381,000 

Exchequer  Fees ..••••.. • 129,389 

Pay  of  Offices      ..% • 107,621 

Barracks... 330,605 

Staff  and  Garrisons     .•,....•,• • 813,818 

Half  Pay 187,881 

Compassionate  List 13,877 

Widows  Pensions •••.« 41,500 

Chelsea  Hospital X 411,377 

Extraordinaries,  including  Advances  to  Anstria  850,000  6,188,054 

Do.  Austiian  Government —•.. 600,000  600,000 


«. 

d. 

8 

11 

0 

0 

4 

8 

7 

3 

8 

6 

17 

6 

10 

6 

0 

0 

0 

0 

9 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Total  to  Austria...: * 850,000 

Swedish  Sriisidy 300,000 

Sicilian  Ditto ^ 300,000 


300^000    0    t 
300,000    0    0 


«1,450,000     19,91V>9^  ^^  ^^ 
*  Deduct  the  Amount  of  the  fo«r  Sums  above,  the  same  being  included 
in  the  Accomnt  under  the  Head  of  l^oans.  Remittances,  and  Ad- 
vances, fcc.  Appendix  (I.)    1,450,000    0    0 


18,463,094  19  II 


OSS 
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PARL.  ACCOUNTS^^Great  Britaiit.— »Pti6fie  Ej^auHturt.  [uvi 


APP£NDIX  (T.) — An  Account  ^  Loans,  Remittances  and  Advances,  to  oikcrCofM' 

tries,  in  the  Year  ending  the  5th  Day  of  Jan.  1810. 

There  wai  icmitted  one  of  Supplies  1808  and  1809,  to  that  part  of  the  United 
Kinf  dom  called  Ireland,  viz.  | 


Out  of  Loans  Anno  1808,  and  1809,  per  Act  48  and 
49   Geo.  3... 

Oat  of  Lotteries  1S08,  per  Act  48  Geo.  3.  cap.  139. 

There  was  also  issued  out  of  Supplies  1809,  viz. 

To  enable  His  Majesty  to  fulfil  his  EngagemenU 
with  his  Sicilian  Majesty  (in  part  of  £.  400,000). 

Ditto to  make  good  Advances  to  Sweden^ 

Advanced  as  a  Loan  to  the  Prince  Regent  of  Portugal 

For  Payment  of  Bills  and  Advances  on  account  of 

the  Austrian  Government  ••....•... 


£.         *,  d. 
2,775,000    0    0 
146,527  15    6^ 


2,921,527  15    6^ 


2,050,000    0    0 


4,971,527  15    6  J 


APPENDIX  (K.) — An  Account^  shewing  how  the  Monies  remaining  in  the  Receipt  rf  the 
Exchequer  on  the  5th  day  of  Jan.  1809»  together  with  the  Monies  paid  into  the  same 
during  the  Year  ended  the  5th  day  of  Jan,  1810,  have  been  actually  applied;  so  far  as 
relates  to  Miscelxaneovs  Services 


^•' 


SERVICES  AT  HOME. 
To  be  paid  to  Sheriffs  for  conviction  of  Felons,  and  Overpayments  1807,9. 

For  defraying  the  Charge  of  the  Royal  Military.  College  1 808,9      

Ditto, Royal  Military  Asylum  1808,9       

For  defraying  the  Charge  of  the  Public  Office,  Bow  Street  1808,9 

For  defraying  the  Charge  of  the  Superiotendance  of  Aliens  1 808,9 ...., • 

For  the  Relief  of  the  suffering  Cler^  and  Laity  of  France,  Toulooese,  Dutch,  and 

Corsican  Emigrants,  Saint  Domingo  Sufferers,  and  American  Loyalists   1808,9  .. 
For  the  Eapcnce  of  carrying  on  the  Works  of  the  Royal  Military  Canal  1808.. ..  ..•• 

For  confining,  mainuining  and  employing  Convicts  at  Home  1808,9 

For  defraying  Bills  of  the  Usher  of  tlie  Court  of  Exchequer  for  supplying  the  Court 

and  Officers  with  Stationary,  &c.  1808,9  • « 

For  Printing  and  Stationary  for  two  Houses  of  Parliament  1 808,9 ••.••• 

For  printing  and  delivering  the  Votes  of  the  House  of  Commons,  and  for  printing 

Bills, Reports,  &c.  1808,9      .t .^.... 

For  defraying  the  Charge  of  the  Works  and  Repairs  of  the  Roads  and  Bridges  m  the 

Highlands  of  Scotland  1808  ^ 

For  printing  1,750  Copies  of  60th  Volume  of  Journals  of  the  House  of  Commons 

1808    , 

For  defraying  Law  Charges  1808,9 ^.••••. 

Towards  Repairs  of  Henry  the  VI  Ith's  Chapel  1808   «^ 

For  re-printing  Journals,  Indexes,  and  Reports  of  the  House  of  Commons  1809  ..^. 

For  carrying  on  the  building  of  anew  Mint  1808,9     , ..•• ••••. 

For  Bounties  for  taking  and  bringing  Fish  to  the  Cities  of  London  and  Westminster 


1808 


For  the  Expence  of  making  an  Inland  Navigation  from  the  Eastern  to  the  Western 
Sea  1808   

For  Works  done  at  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament  and  Speaker's  House  1808     .... 

Fordo do... at  the  Speaker's  House  1808 • 

For  extra  Contingencies  of  the  three  Secretaries  of  States  Offices  1 808,9 

Do Messengers do.  1808,9 •• 

For  defraying  the  Extraordinary  Expences  of  Prosecutions  relating  to  the  Coin  of 
thisKiogdom  1808,9      „ ..^;««. 

To  the  Ministers  of  the  Vaudois  Churches,  etal.  1808,9 

For  the  relief  of  the  Sufferers  by  Fire  at  Roseau,  Dominica  1808    •••••«..... 

For  the  Protestant  Dissenting  Ministers  in  England,  and  for  the  Relief  of  the  Poor 
French  Protestant  Clergy  and  Laity  1808,9...^ • ^....«. 

Inwards  erecting  the  Mihtary  College  at  Sandhurst  1808        •• ,• 

To  nplaet  io  Bit  Majettfi  CM  Litt  Revenues  the  Sums  istued  tkereouit  pursuant  I* 

iddrettet  ^the  Houee  ofCommontf  ois. 

To  John  Caley,  Esq.  to  be  by  him  paid  as  Rewards  to  Persons  employed  under  the 
Commissioners  for  carrying  into  execution  the  Measures  recommended  by  cli^ 
Bouse  of  Commons  respecting  the  Public  Rncordi  o$  the  Kingdom    !••*••••••  •• 


£.        «. 

d. 

6,200    0 
16,500     0 
21,408    9 
11,191  19 

7,548  18 

0 

0 
3 

4* 
6 

166,168  15 
58,393     6 
49,820    9 

4 
0 

4 

1,942  10  10 
49,603  19    2 

42,080  16 

8 

10,250^  14 

0 

3,191  19 

15,000    0 

1,000    0 

9,391    9 

33.887  12 

Q 
0 
0 
3 
9 

9,5d0    0 

0 

26,250  14 
12,100    0 

8.960    0 
16,500    0 

6,500    0 

0 
Q 
0 
0 
0 

3.500    0 

1,328    5 

49,996    9 

0 

4 
Q 

8.965  14 
8,000    0 

0 
0 

^498    7    ]( 


Mvii)        PARL.  ACCOUNTS.— Great  l^tLVr aits ^PuUic  EgfrnHure.         £xxtm 


DytcA,  Biq.  Cltrk  Awitianr  to  the  House  of  Coiiiiiiooi»  to  make  upliii 

AUowaoce  equal  to  j£.2,000  for  b  i  s  Service*  during  Sestion  1 80S.  .••.•.... 1 ,03O  1 0    4 

Bdward  CoUnaa,  Esq.  late  Serjeant  at  Armi  aueoding  the  House  of  Commoni,  for 

bis  Aneart  of  Pension,  One  Year  and  a  Quarter,  to  5th  January  1809 6S5     O     0 

Henry  Hase,  Esq.  for  defraying  the  Expenoes  of  completing  the  new  Buildings  at  the 

British  Museum • ••... • 5,<70     O     0 

Henry  Gunhell,  Esq.  for  Compensation  to  sundry  Officers  of  the  House  of  Commoina 

for  their  attendance  on  Public  Committees  of  that  House       • «••••  670   16     4 

George  Whsttami  Esq.  for  making  and  printing  an  Index  td  the  Votes  of  the  Home 

of  Commons  in  Session  I80S ...«•  •• •....••..•  S50     O     0 

John  Clementson,  Esq.  Deputy  Serjeant  at  Arms  to  the  House  of  Commons,  to  mak« 

up  his  Allowance  equal  to  ^.500  for  Seuion  1806 •    .         fiS^  11     0 

John  Henry  Ley,  Esq.  second  Clerk  Assistant  lO  the  House  of  Commons  for  his  Ser* 

▼ices  during  Session  1808     1,69a  19    0 

George  Smith,  Esq.  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture,-  for  enabling  the  Board 

to  complete  their  Reports      ...•..•• •••......•..  1,500     O    0 

Richard  Westmacott,  Statuary,  being  the  last  Instalment  doe  to  him  under  a  Con* 

tract  for  erecting  a  Monument  to  the  Memory  of  the  late  Lieutenant-General  Sir 

Ralph  Abercrofflbie  : 9,216   19    0 

John  Flaxman,  Statuary,  being  the  second  Insulment  due  to  him  under  a  C^ontract 

for  erecting  a  Monument  to  the  Memory  of  Earl  Howe,  in  the  Cathedral  Church 

of  Saint  Paul's,  London 9,916  19    0 

T9  make  gpad  la  Hit  Mttjuiff  CiwH  Liti  Reonues  MoniiS  ittued  ikertmt  far  Fubfk 

Servka,  pis. 

To  James  Reid,  Esq.  towards  defraying  the  Expences  of  a  Plan  for  the  EstaMishment 
of  ft  Hofse  Patrol,  for  the  better  security  of  the  Public  Roads  leading  to  the  Me- 
tropolis          6,345  16    0 

To  William  MelHsh,  Esq.  to  be  by  him  applied  towards  providing  a  supply  of  Pro- 
visions, and  other  Articles  of  the  first  necessity  for  the  relief  of  the  Inhabitants  of 
the  Danish  Seulenftems  in  I>avis*i  Strei^hu,  and  to  be  distributed  amongst  them  is 
exchange  for  Oil  and  other  Articles  which  may  have  been  provided  by  them  to  be 
sent  to  this  Country 5,965  19     0 

To  the  Magistrates  of  the  Thames  Pblice  Office,  for  the  Expences  incurred  in  carrying^ 
into  eifoct  a  Plan  for  the  better  Security  of  the  Shipping  in  the  Port  of  London ..  ••         1^999    4    0 

To  Thomas  NLcholat  Wittwer,  Esq.  for  Allowances  for  examining  Accounts  between 
the  East  India  Company  and  Government,  for  3  years  to  the  7th  September  I8O6.         1,355    9    0 

To  John  Clementson,  Esq.  Deputy  Serjeant  at  Arms  attending  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, for  one  year's  rent  of  an  House  in  lieu  of  (he  Apartments  he  resigned  at  the 
House  of  Commons .., 919  14    0 

To  John  Pk-ance,  Esq.  for  his  Trouble  and  Assistance  in  making  an  Index  to  the 

Rolls  of  Parliament ^. 439  13    0 

To  Thomas  Bvodte,  Esq.  being  his  Arrears  of  Salary  for  forming  Indexes  to  the 

Jouroalt  of  the  House  of  Lords  from  5th  of  July  1805  to  5th  July  1808     1,693    0    0 

To  Thomas  Brodie,  Esq.  for  Salaries,  and  other  Incidental  Expences  for  forming  In- 
dexes to  the  Journals  of  the  House  of  Lords  since  5th  July  1808 1,199  14    0 

To  WiAiam  Chinnery,  Esq.  to  pay  Bounty  on  British  American  Sak  Fish  imported 
into  the  Island  of  If  evis  from  Halifax '  98    1    5 

To  John  Henry  Ley,  Esq.  socond  Clerk  Assistant  of  the  House  of  Commons,  to  re- 
imburse him  the  duty  of  one  Shilling  in  the  Pound  on  the  Sum  of  <f^.l,500  issued  , 
to  him  for  his  Services  dining  Session  1808 •« T6  13    6 

To  certain  Officers  of  the  House  of  Commons,  to  complete  their  Salaries,  Allowances 

and  Ekpenees  for  theu- Services  during  the  Session  1808 .,..        9,409  14   8 

To  Peter  Grant,  Esq.  Secretary  to  the  Commissioners  of  Military  Enquiry,  for  de- 
fraying the  Bxpences  of  the  said  Coinmiuioners  in  carrying  the  Act  into  execution  .  745    8    6 

To  wilijam  Chmnery,  Esq.  to  enable  him  to  pay  for  sundry  Articles  sent  out  to  New 
South  Wales,  in  the  Ship  "  Duke  of  Portland,"  partly  for  the  use  of  Convicts  and 
iMutly  for  Barter X,g48    9   5 

To  William  Chinnery,  Esq.  to  pay  a  Bill  on  account  of  Convicts  for  3  Months,  dated 
31tt  December  1808 9,315    0    Ij 

Td  Dr.  WUbam  Heberden,  to  def^y  the  Expent»s  of  the  National  Vaccine  Estab-  - 

lishment ,.,         3,t63    8   $ 

Td  William  Chinnery,  Esq.  to  enable  him  to  pay  Bills  drawn  from  New  South  Wales, 
which  became  due  in  the  Tear  1809 ,„ .,..         8,179  19    9 

To  William  Chinnery,  itsq.  CO  defray  the  Expences  of  Stores  supplied  to  Mr.  Palmer, 
Commissary  at  Sydney,  New  South  Wales..... 114  18    f 

To  the  Reverend  Thomas  Brooke  Clarke,  for  his  trouble  relative  to  an  Act  for  en- 
forcing the  Residence  of  the  Clergy ...,•• 55613    0 

To  William  Mellish,  Esq^..to  defray  the  Expences  of  the  Cost,  Outfit,  and  Cargo  of  the 
Vessel  ••  North  Star,**  with  Supplies  for  the  Fafoe  Islands 1,550    0   9 

To  Lord  WaUingham,  for  his  Attendance  as  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  the  House 
V/ f 9^. dorih(thrTe«l^Q8,«M.««.«.M«««.«««<i..M.i«.. ••«-«.. .%••••...«.•         V^  ^3   ^ 


xxui]        PARL.  ACCOUNTS^GmKAT  BnxrAiv. -^FuUk  Ej^pmiktu^  [xn 

Xo  W.  Wat«m«  Esq.  for  hit  atteadance  u  Scrjeaatat  Arm*  lo  ifac  Home  of  Pecia 

duringthe  Year  1808 I,6t3    0    0 

Xo  Thomai  TelforJ,  Esq.  for  bit  Trouble  in  making  Surveys  of  Roads  and  Bridges 

in  Scotland,  and Ezpencet  intidental  thereto 506    1    6 

Xo  th«  Officers  and  Clerks  of  the  Tally  Court  in  the  Exchequer,  for  levying  Tallies, 

froni5(h  January  180*  to  5th  July  1808      7,489  19     0 

For  paying  off  and  ditcbatfing  certain  Annuities  after  the  rate  of  £.5  per  cent,  being 

pari  of  the  Annuities  granted  by  two  Acts  of  the  37th  and  49d  Years  of  His  present 

Majesty  1809     ^ » 60,86^17    9 

For  paying  the  Fees  on  passing  the  Public  Accoanu  1809 5,000    0    0 

For  Salaries  and  Allowances  to  the  OAcers  of  the  Hoisses  of  Lords  and  Commons  and 

Scijeantsat  Arms  1809   5,398    8    9} 

For  the  deficencv  of  the  Grant  of  1808,  for  printing  and  delivering  the*Votes  of  the 

House  of  Commons,  and  for  printing  Billi,  Rcpons,  &c.  1809    1,641  19    0 

Xo  the  Trust«res  of  the  Bhtisb  Museum,  to  cany  on  the  Trusts  repoaed  in  them  by 

Parliament  1809 7,639  17    9 

For  the  deficiency  of  the  Grant  of  1808,  for  the  Protestant  Dissenting  Ministers  in  . 

England,  and  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  French  Protestant  Clergy  and  Laity  1809....  743  19    0 

For  purchasing  Buildings  and  Ground  in  and  near  Palace  Yard,  Westminster  1809—       90/)00    0    0 
To  Di.  Edmund  Cartwrigbc,  in  compensation  for  the  great  Expence  he  has  iocorted 

in  the  discovery  and  application  of  various  mechanical  inventioosi-by  which  he  baa 

rendered  ciscntLil  Services  to  the  Manufaciarers  of  (his  Country  1809....  •••.••••       10,090'   0    0 
Fo»  erecting  Buildings  for  a  Naval  Asylum,  and  towards  the  maintenance  of  tlie  said 

Institution  1809 ^ 35,000    0    0 

For  printing  1,950  Copies  of  36th  and  37th  Volumes  of  Journals  of  the  House  of 

Peera  1809 3,057    1    • 

To  the  Governors  of  the  Bounty  oi  Queen  Anne,  in  augmentation  of  the  mainieiunce 

of  the  poor  Clergy  18(79 100,000    0    0 

For  Compensation  to  the  Commissioners  appointed  by  Act  39  and  40  Geo.  3.  for  the 

better  preservation  of  Timber  in,  and  for  ascertaining  the  Boundaries  of  the  New 

Forest  in  the  County  of  Southampton  1809 ..••• 4^500    0    0 

Fot  Works  and  Repairs  of  the  M.litary  Roads  in  North  Britain  1809 •  ...•  ..••         ^,569    0    # 

For  the  purchase  of  uf  .91 1, 1 II.    9.    3.  £,3  per  cent.  Consolidated  Annuities  in  the 

names  of  certain  Trustees,  producing  .if. 6,333.    6.    8.  annually,  being  one-third 

part  of  the  Annuity  of  .f  .19,000  granted  to  the  Duke  of  Richmond  out  of  the  Con- 

8olidatedFundperAct39and40Geo.  3.  cap.  43     146.194  14    0 

For  Salaries  and  Bzpences  of  the  Americmn  Commissioners  1 809      ..•••••• 9,000    0    0 

To  the  chief  Clerk  in  the  Office  of  Auditor  of  tne  Eicheqner,  for  his  extra  Trouble 

in  preparing  Exchequer  Bills,  in  pursuance  of  the  Act  48  Geo.  3.  cap.  1    500    0    0 

For  Salaries  to  the  Officen»  and  incidental  Expencea  of  the  CoomissieneM  Imt  re- 
ducing the  National  Debt  1809.. 5,000  lO    0 

To  the  Bank  of  England,  for  Discount  on  l^rampt  Payments  on  1st,  9d^  and  M  Lot* 

teries  1808 3.539    5    4 

To Do f or rcceivingComribotiofiB to  Ditto  1808 j.*.. •••••.••         3,M0    ^    0 

To  the  Bank  of  England,  for  Discount  on  prompt  PaLymcnt  on  Loan  i£.  10,500,000 

1808     9d(»931     1    • 

To  ditto,  for  receiving  the  above  Loan  1808 •.••••••.••••.• 8»400    #    • 

To  the  Lottery  Commttsionen,  for  Rewards  and  incidental  Expencea  in  preparing 

anddrawingtheLotteri^l807,  8,  aod9    .••• • .•.*.»•.«•.        15,B5d    0    • 

For  incidental  Ei^nces  attending  the  Execution  of  an  Act  for  the  RedeapiMMi  and 

Sale  of  the  Land  Tax — •-• •         1,690    9    7 

SERFICES  ABBOAD. 

For  His  Majeity's  Foreign  and  other  Secret  Senricet  1 808,9 177,534  16  0 

To  pay  Bills  drawn  from  New  South  Wales 1808,9 18.341  0  # 

For  the  Civil  Esubliihment  of  $ierra  Leone 1809 17,360  0  0 

VpperCaoada   da       .•. ....•...•.  8,430  0  0 

New  Brunswick....       da 5.500  0  0 

Neva  Scotia do. ••••«, 8,165  0  0 

Su/ohn's     ••......       da •• 3,100  0  0 

Cape  Breton........        da 9,060  0  0 

NewSooth Wales....       do.       15.134  10  i>f 

Deminice     1808,9       600  0  0 

Bermadaa     1808,9     • 580  0  0 

Bahamas.. da      •« 4,900  0  0 

NewfooodUnd    ....      1808      1,985  0  0 

Tor  repairing,  maintaining,  and  supporting  the  British  Forts  and  Settlemenu  on  the 

CMtoCAfricm  1809 » 93,000  0  0 


^.1,459,434    4    7| 
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^ 


VI.— PUBLIC  FUNDED  DEBT. 


Progresi  made  in  the  Redemption  0/  ike  Public  Debt  of  Ireland^  Funded 

Britain,  at  Isi  Febntary  1810. 


G&ZAT 


nJNDS. 


CAMTAU. 


\. 


Consolidated  3  per 
ccou  Annuitiei 

Reduced  do    •.. 

Coniolidated  4  per 

cent,  do 

Do  5  per  cent  do  - 


RiCdeemed  by  the 
Commiulonert 


DEBT  Umedeeni' 
•dUt.Feb.  J810 


£. 
30,838,875 
17,888,750 


5,054.375 
578,000 


Sedcemed 
by  Uie 


•t 
IttTeb.  1810. 


3,180,811 
3,413,755 


53,694,000 
6,593,966 


47,100.034 


6,593,966 


TOTAL  iUMI 


£. 


#.  d. 


2,008,057    3    4 
8,135,184    5    4 


4,137,841     8     8 


Avcrafc 
Price  oi 

Blocks. 


63 
62) 


68i 


SUMf 

aaaiull  J  a^caMe  to  tke  m 
oftteDCSr. 


Annuity  of  1  per 
ccnL  on  Ca 
pttalf  created 


Dividend  on 
<£.  6,953,966 
3   per  cent 
Annuities  — 


X.   tf. 


345,769     4    Ot 


197,818  19    T 
743,588    3    T| 


Bank  Long  An- 
nuities which 
will  expire  5th 
July  1860... 


104,458    6    8 


Progress  made  in  the  Redemption  rfthe  Imperial  Debt,  ai  Isi  February  1810. 


Imperial  3  per  cent 
Annuities    ••.. 

Redeemed  by  the 
Commissioners  - 

Unredeemed  at  1st 
February  1810.  • 


£. 

7,508,633 

1,080,585 

£. 

1,080,585 

6,488,108 

£m        fft    d, 

611,745  14    9 


60 


1  per  cenL  on 
Capital  created 

Dividend    oh 
£.  1,080,585 
3    per  cent. 
Annuities  — 


Bank  Long  An 
nuiiies  which 
will  expire  5th 
July  1660.... 


£.       i. 

36,693  0 

d. 
0 

30,615  15 

0 

67,308  15 

0 

830,000  0 

0 

Progress  made  in  the  Reden^tion  of  the  Portuguese  Debt,  at  the  Ist  February  1810. 


Reduced  3  per  cL 
Annuities    .... 

Redeemed  by  the 
Commissioners  - 

Unredeemed  at  ht 
February  1810.  • 


£. 

895,988 

81,668 


873,860 


£. 
81,668 


£.         f.    d, 

15,000    0    0 


69) 


\nnual  Appro- 
priation .... 

Dividend  on 
£,  81,668 
3  per cent 
Annuities.. 


£.      i.  d. 
30,000  0  0 


649  17  9 
30,64917  9 


W 


xxxiii]  PARL.  ACCOUNTS.— Grb at  Beitain  .— Pii^fic  Debt. 

id      o     o     o      '^     o 


(XXZIT 


s 

o 


t  -^ 


■S 

•8 


r 

a* 


"fe 


I 

i 

••a 

8 


I 


Ok  o 

$3 

CO  f 

at 


—     o 


o       « 


CO 
CO 
«0 

«» 
CO 


r- 
o* 


s 


«» 

c 

M 


0 

c 
e 

< 


o 

flO 


'•f!   C  w 


9 


^     • 


< 

•3 

'o 

•o 

c 

a 

o 

o 


< 


o 
c 


< 


o 

GO 


J5 

4 

c 
c 


o 
-a 

V 

a 
c 

< 


o 

c 
a 

i: 

o 

je 

tM  a 


M 


oo 


oo 


^g-g'"^'"^'"! 


o 


O   6 


to 


8 


G  J3 

3  2 

o 

•-  t, 
J86 


a 
C  *S 

|i 

0,0 


UH1 


"it 
"go 

5.2 


u  e  "^ 

go 


s 


1» 


•loo  "^^O 


CI 


Ok 


CO      o 
o*    2 


s 


CO 


CO 
CO 


CM 

to 


o 

CO 


CO 

o 

CO 


3 


«r> 


00 

— 


01 


CO 

01 

Ok 

o 

5 


o 

o 


0« 

o. 


O.'O^o 
t>  0«  Ok 

?♦.•>» 

S    •  Ok 

Ill 

a    •  e 
<    \< 


«-o'.a 

s  « 


S2S 
IS.? 

o 


■    ** 


o 

8 


V  c> 


J 

a 
o 


5^X. 


iU  ^  ri  i«-  O  M 


i:S.2l 


w  «^      *«  6 


c 
coc 


l-S 


CO 

r- 
co 

r- 

e 
■o 


o    * 
^  o 

fc.    B 

iL4 


83  •*'^ 


b 


>  CO  V  5  »J 


is 

fiJJ. 

S«o 


.s-  i 

t  bS 

1^1 


ATcrtie  rHc«  I 


O*  «  —  <0  00  0»  ^  Ok 

_<o  <c  <o  «  »-  t*  f 


CO  o» 


ti  o  o«<oooAOkOOk<e 

-  •  «  o>  **^  t» 

S  "^  S  <*» 
nco^Ok 


I 


o« 

«*      ■ 

00  > 

—  o» 

—  CO 
CO  «        *0 


00 


o»  — 

OkO 


I' 

ot 


1 1 1 


i 

Ot 

or. 


«^*" 


Ok  o  c>  ^ 
«  ©•  O  ♦ 

—  «  f  r- 


3 


•-  0»  CO  ▼ 


«^0»f- 


o  o 

§8 


9 

»—  Ok 

"'  o» 


sis  I    III 


9k 


f*  I 


c 

u 


tl«<10»-0     —     OOt^O       OkOO 

4^000   CO    o»-«^     000 


« 
CO 

00  « 
CO        »- 


S 


♦    o-^oo 

8     c  00  ^  o 
<0  Ok  C-  O 

tf)     o<  ^  9>  •• 

g—  t*  X  t- 
Ok  O  O  O* 

_*  •»        «        «       A 

09  <£>«!) 


90  o 
O  00 

■ 

s 


00 


I 


o« 

o« 


<o 

s 


f 


o 

CO 


3* 
Ok 


o     t-     o 


09 


ot 


o 

Ok 


00 

Ok 

<o 


CO 
Ok 


CO 


00 

»- 
*/» 
o» 


s 


Vol*  XV IL  Jipptndis. 


.4 

B 
B 


B 

OS 

00 


<  :^ 

a      a 

4>  t-.   B 

Uo< 

till  5 


t-  ^  o 

1^  ^  "D 


t 
1 


j:  k 


:» 


a 

B 


CI     •  t*    B 

:  :wo5  c  .  .3 

»  : «?  V  "•  .  ■  •  • 

kMB«a«o*'    •«j    • 


CO 


6 

■  A 


*r\o  «    ; 

•  cj  ^  i  :  o  00  o  o 
S5  cj  O  •  I*  "o     *^  ^i^  J 


.S  c 

"S   B  M 

H 


I 


"^ 


o  2  «{ 


:<5 


2 


SiftXV} 


PAUL.  ACCOUNTS.~aRiAV 


.-^PMk  DAU 


t 


VI.— PUBLIC  FUNDED  DEBT. 


Public  Funded  Debt  of  Gbeat  Britain,  as  the  same  stood  on  the  Ut  of  February, ISIO. 


TOTAL  DEBT  UNREDEEMED. 
Bank  of   England  and  Annuities  1726  ..*. At  3  percent 

South  Sea  Old  and  New  Annuities,  1 75 1    .  • .'.  Ditto 

Consolidated  Annuities « Do , 

Reduced  Annuities Do,     •.,.... 

Consolidated  A  nnuities  ,»• ...At  4  per  cent  - 

Consolidated  Annuities At  5  per  cent 

Annuities,  1797  and  1802     •.... Do 


Toul  Capitals 


Annual  Interest    ••.••• 

Annnitics  for  Lives,  or  for  Terms  of  Years     

Charges  of  Management 

Annuities  ^en  in,  or  dead,  and  1  per  cent,  on  Annual  Grants 


Total  Chakoi  for  Dibt  payable  in  G&iat  Bkitaiii 


£. 

c 

d. 

12,6S6«80O 

O 

0 

17.407,684 

13 

lU 

946,975,«7« 

14 

ll 

94,901,914 

15 

9 

64,881,996 

9 

8 

58,407«4O« 

11 

4 

l,855«430 

O 

9 

596,413,856 

18 

0 

19,746,493  7  C4 

1,498,751  19  ]| 

295,639  11  9 

11,399,718  II  5 


32,870.608     9     ^ 


VII.— UNFUNDED  DEBT. 


An  Account  of  the  Unfunded  t)EBT  and  Demands  Outstanding  on  the  5th  Day  of 

January  ISlO. 

— ^— ^-^^-^  ■  ^-^^^^-         ■ "  ■  -      ■         

EzcHiQVBR  Bills  : 
Under  wfatt  Acta  issued*         Ob  wfatt  Ftrndrchaigedk  Amount  Otttttanding, 

4SGeo.  lILcap.    3.  -  -  Aids,  &c.      -    i  Bank    -    •  a^.3,000,000  0  0 

Ditto        cap.  53.  -  -  Do.     ....  Do.       -    -      3;000,000  0  0 

Ditto        cap.  114.  -  -  Aids,  Anno  -    -     1809   -    -         320,000  0  0 

49  Geo.  III.  cap.     1.  .  «  Malt  and  Personal  Estates  1 809          96.000  0  0 

Ditto        cap.    8.  -  -  Aids,  Anno   -    -     1810   -    -     10,500,000  0  0 

Ditto        cap.  93.  -  •  Aids,  Aano    -    -     1809    -    -     15.000.000  0  0 

Tfittn        cap..   3.^  •.  •  Aids,  Anin   •    •     1S10.-.  -      1,500,000.  0.0.. 

Ditto        cap.  52.  -  -  Aids,  Anno   -    -     1810    .    -     5,341,900  0  0 

Ditto        cap.Il4.  -  -  Aids,  Aano  -    •     1810   .    .        404^200  0  0. 

'  39.164,100    0    • 

T&IASV&Y  I 

Miscellaneous  Senrices    ••. • • '      406,846  14    3( 

Warrants  for  Army  Serrices 33,823  12    3§ 

Treasury  Bills  aixepted  previous  to  and  on  the  5tb  JaB«  18l6. 

doe  subsequent  to  that  day  •. 452.386  13    3 

893^056  19  lOf 

Akmy  : 

Ordinary  Services  •••••...• .••.•• •••• 959^19812    6 

Extraordinary  Services Nil. 

n.  .  952,198  12    C 

Barracks   , ....        432,810    6    4 

Ordnance ....  1,015,360    8    5 

Navy: 8,263.175    0    6 

Civil  List  Advances      ••.•••....«.•....••.. ...  59,924    6    91 

50,78(\S25  14    3 


PARL.  AeCOUirr&— Qkukp  BiHTAtlr.^AQhtNiMMi ^iGrmUi.    [jcKsnii 


VIII.— DISPOSITION  OF  GRANTS. 


Ah  AcoomUt  shewing  hofw  the  Mokies,  gtvenfor  tie  Sbevicb  oftkf  Year  1809»  have  been 

disposed  of\  so  far  as  relates  td  Great  Bbitaik. 


SERVICES. 


Kayy    '• 

Ordn2nc« 

Forpet 

To  Che  Emperor  of  Aainia,  ftc  and  to  the 
People  of  Spai  n  and  PortoKal     

To  hit  Sicilian  Majesty,  for  the  Year  1809. 

To  Advances  made  to  the Kmg^ Sweden. 

To  make  good  the  like  Sam,  iwied  hjr  hit 
MajHty't  Orders,  purraaut  to  Addtesset 
of  the  Hoose  of  Conmions,  and  «rhicb 
has  not  bebn  made  good  by  Parliament . 

Civil  EsiablUlimentt 

To  make  good  the  Deficiency  of  the  Malt 
Du^y  granted  for  the  Service  of  the  Year 
1«07,  at  Lady  Day  1809 


£. 


sum  r«ic4  or  Craatoi. 


18,986,967  13     9 

5,273,298  ^6    TJ 

17,459,988  17    9 

3,000,000  0    0 

400,000  0  .0 


2t,166     1     9i 
86»978,913    4    7 


S6«,211     1     9 


svMShid. 


JS.  s,  d. 

18,986,1)67  13  9 

^.TTSj'^JS  6  3  ' 

17,459,93$  17  9 

3,000,000  0  0 

375,000  0  0 

^ee^ooo  0  o  4 


9S,I66     1 
S6r765,551     0 


% 


366,tll     1     9 


48,586«S79    »  10(  48,€88»f  17    0    4 


BcaulM  to  be  ftl^ 


£.         «.    dL 


85,000    0    0 


212,669    4    0i 


287,662    4    6{ 


Payments  for  other  Services,  not  being  part  of  the  Sapplies  granted  for  the  Servke  of 
theYotf     ^ * jf.29«^7«    1    Sf 


m^i  It* 


Wats  Md  MzAisnfsr  ofmsimng  ihefisregamg  SxETiCEf. 

Pnties  on  Malt,  Sogar,  Tobarco,  and  Snuff,  and  on  Pensions,  Offices,  Sec.  cootinned 

Estimated  Surplus  of  Consolidated  F«nd  to  5ch  April  1810  .•..•••••.•»..•••.•« 

Surplus  Ways  and  Means,  1808  • •• 

VTar  Taxes. • ••• 

Estimated  Profitt  on  Lotteries,  1809 • 

^cess  of  Eaclie<|uer  Bills,  granted  per  Act  49  Geo.  3.  cap.  2.  after  reserving 
sufficient  to  pay  off  .£7,345,200,  issued  per  Act  48  Geo.  3.  cap.  7.  the  Remainder 
having  been  funded  pursuant  to  Act  49  GeOr  3.  ctp.  2i      • ••• 

^ce«s  of  Do.  granted  per  Aa  4i)  Geo.  3.  cap  93.  after  reserving  sufficient io  pay 
off  £  4,644,100,  issued  per  Act  48  Geo.  8.  cap  1 14.  the  Remainder  having  been 
funded  pursuant  to  Act  49  Geo.  3.  cap.  21     ••••••.. ••..••.••• 

Exchequer  Bills  on  Vote  of  Credit 

Loan,  {Pm  of  jf.  14,600,000.)  being  for  the  Service  of  Ireland,  and  ^j600,000 
for  his  Royal  Highncts  the  Prince  Regent  of  Portugal 

Interest  on  Land  Tax  Redeemed.... •,«. 


3^000,000  0  0 

4.000,000  0  0 

2,757,352  S  4{ 

19,000,000  0  0 

300,000  0  0 


3,154,800    0    P 


Total  Sum  granted,  as  per  preceding  Account 
Sums  paid  for  Services  not  voted,  as  per  Do. 


1,355,900    0  0 

3^000,000    0  0 

llfiQQjm    0  0 

214  13  IP 

47,568»266  17  2| 

46,526^79 
298,679 


4  164 
7     3| 


48,825.251  12     If 
AmoontofWaysandMeans,  asper  Dp     ;•« •• «•••••    47,568*266  17    2| 


Spioienf J  nf  Wayi  tnd  Mont 


1,256,984  14  11} 


IftBLAirp 
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FINANCE  ACCOUNTS  OF  IRELAND, 


FOB.    THE 


YEAR   ENDED   FIFTH  OF   JANUARY,    181O. 


I.— PUBLIC 


HBAM  or  BBTSirO& 


Ordinary  Revenue, 

Customs 

Excise 

Suimps    ............. 

JP^osi  Office 

Poundage  Fees 

PelhFees 

Casualties  ........... 


GfonBacefpt 
rithlo  tbe  Y«tf. 


I* 


£. 

3,011,798 

1,485,876 

70S,593 

180,670 

85,611 

5, 139 

4,043 


i 


#.    d, 

2  8 
7  7 
0  10} 

16  9! 
4'l{ 
4  10) 

18     6 


Total  Ordinary  Revenue  . . 

Extraordinary  Retourcet, 

Gain  by  Exchange  on  Sums 
received  from  Great  Briuia 

From  the  Commissioners  of 
the  Kavy  on  account  of  Ad- 
vances made  by  several  CoU 
lectors  in  Ireland,  for  Sea- 
men's Wages,  &c.... 

Paymasters  General  on  ac- 
count of  Advances  made  by 
several  Collectors  in  Ire- 
land, Ac 

Great  Britain,  on  account  of 
the  Profit  of  Lotteries  of 
1808 ^ __ 

County  Treasurers,  paid  to 
'  -  several  Revenue  Collectors. 

County  Treasurers,  paid  to  so- 
reral  Revenue  Collectors, 
on  account  of  Deficiencies. 

Other  Monies  paid  to  the  Pub- 
lic      


5,416,715  15    5| 


9,838    4    8 


Total  Receipt  to  be 
AccottBtcd  for. 


Xm  #.  d, 

3,908,770  14  5 

9,988,277     6  5 

.  818,468  19  9j 

907,858  13  3| 

85,611     4  l| 

5,199    4  )0) 

4,043  18  6 


Appropriated  Dulietfor  Local 
Objects, 

Linnon  Manufacture 

Improvement  of  Dublin  .... 
Repairs   of  tbe    Royal    Ex- 
change   and    Commercial 

Buildings 

Lagan  Navigation      ........ 

Inns  of  Court    .....••...». 

Total  Independent  of  Loans . 

Loans  paid  into  the  Exchequer 
in  the  Year  ended  the  5th 
of  January  1310    


46,730  15    0| 

1,199  17  11^ 

158,738  8    5i 

1,410  17  11 

180  0    0 

31,039  15  \\i 


6,551,559  18    5{ 


9,838    4    2 


1,749 
7,974 


1,769 

838 

1,107 


8  111 
15    0 


2  6 
19    0 

3  4 


, 


46,730  15    Oi 

1,199  17  UJ 

158,738     8    5) 
21,669    6    7 

1,375     7     0} 
31,032  15  Hi 


1,813     1   10 
7,343     2     6 


2,148  15     2 
877  16    51 
1,107    3    4 


Grand  Total 


5,671,519    3    ^   6,898,414  19  IIJ 


4,261,919    0  10 


9.933,438    4     6| 


4,961,919    0  10 


11.090,333  13    9i 


le.payaie«it«. 

Drawbacks, 

DiacottOtl,  Arc 


•  £.        $,  d, 

123,030  13  6i 

38,197     4  8i| 

39.563  10  1 

16,721     9  9 


it. 


211,519  17    4i 


£.  #.  d. 

399,95^  18  ^ 

855,dS9  4  9| 

46,784  14  *;* 

93,343  II  i\ 


788,310     9     H\ 


685    9    8 


919«198     0    0} 


912,198    0 


7  13    9 


788,318    S     Ifj 


a 


788,318    3     li 
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PARJL  ACCOUNTS^I&sLAVD.--PiiUic  Income. 


[xlii 


CI.A8S 


I.  Public  Income  •  •  •  •  p.xxxix— xlii 

II.  Consolidated  Fund    ...xliiiyxliv 

in.  Arrears  and  Balances  ..a^.  xlv 

IV.  Trade  and  Navigation  ••••  xlvi 


CLASS 


V.  Public  Expenditure  .  •  xlvii — liv 

VI.  Public  Funded  Debt lv,lvi 

VII.  Unfunded  Debt.  •  • Ivif 

VI KI.  Disposition  of  Grants  •  Iviii — Ixiv 


INCOME. 


TottI  ParmcrCi 
oatoriht 


515,9B3  12  1) 

887,425     9  6 

B6,348     4  8^ 

1J0,065    0  ^ 


999,833    6    .8] 


He:  Produce,  tpplktble 

to  Natio«il  Objects 

•ad  to  Piymcnta  iato 

the  Lxcheqarr. 


X.           i.  d. 

8,699,786  19  3} 

i.994,850  1(5  llj 

732,120  15  l| 

97,193  12  11 

25,'>1l  4  H 

5,122  4  lOi 

4,043  18  6 


3,551,729  11  9i 


8,838  4  2 


698  16  5 


1,000,516  3  I| 


46,730  15  Oi 

1«198  17  111 

158.738  8  5i 
81,669  6  7 

1,375  7  0) 
31,038  J5  llj 


1,813  1  10 
7,343  8  6 


8,148  15    8 
185    0    0\ 
1,107    3     4 


faynmltoii  AccouM 

of  Milida,  imtrttn 

Mtrag  gitoi  •eaowB, 

Amiv  OI  Rcfcfvc, 

•od  FoftiScaikM 

CompeMstioa. 


£. 


t.   d. 


93.001  18    5 


93,001  18    5 


■omtlct  for 
pvowoiiac  the 
ruiMncB,  Li 


MaaiifociflMnc,  *c. 


£. .     u    d, 
44,881   19    8) 
30,829  11     2 


75,111   10    4j 


1.000,516    3     H 


5,887,898    9    9j 


4,261,919    0  10 


)  0,089,817  10    7|  93k0O1   18    5 


tduI  PwBeBts 

oMt  of  the 
act  Produce. 


£.        i. 

44,881  19 

123,831    9 


d. 

7 


rtyaieett  hto  fhe 


£.  M,  d, 

8,471,743  5  ()( 

1,099,461  8  6 

617,151  11  8i 

57,470  7  1 

85,611  4  If 

5,188  4  l(^ 

4,043  18  6 

V 


168,113    8    9}4h880i603  19    4 


8,838    4    i 


46,730  15    Oi 

1,198  17  111 

158^738    •    5i 
817    1     3 


93,001   18    5 


. 


75,111  10    4^168,113    8    9i4^3S,911     6     If 


75,111  10    4)168,113    8    9) 


31,033  15  111 


1,588    0    8 
7,343    0    0 


1,775    0    0 
150    0    0* 
1,107    3    4 


4^861,919    0  10 
8,795,830    6  11| 
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^▼}     PARL.  ACCOUNTS^'— IitBLAin>.«>«lrrewwa«tffia&mcr«.— 'rMdle^  4-c.      [icl'»>' 

III.— ARREARS  AND  BALANCES. 


Balanceidae  on  5th  Jan.J810,  from  the  Deceased  and  DumUted  CoUecton  of  Cattomi    56,179  1 1    9j 

Ditto Ditto Ditto ofExcUe  135,674    4    % 

Ditto Ditto Ditto Hearth-money  Collector!  Balances    61,280  16    Sj 


IV.— TRADE  AND  NAVIGATION. 


!*■      ^ 


Valut  of  Imports  md  BxpoR8T,/c;r  three  Yean* 


Year  ending  5th  Jm.  1808. 

1809. 

1810. 


>  ••  *•  ■• 


••V 


OmCML  VALUt  of 
JMPORTK. 


£.  U      flf. 

6,637,907  16    n\ 


il«Mi*MaaMkrfMaM«» 


OmCIAL  TikLUK  of 


IrMi  Prodoeu  aod 
Majmlinttra  Bsported. 


5,307,806  16    4 


7,129,507  11     U  5,696,897    5    5J 

5,408,910  19     9^ 


rorclia  lod  0»ImI«1  ^ 
McrchMdiM  Exported. 


£. 

150,370 
.235,694 
330,933 


3 
6 
5    4 


.3 


7,471,417    5     I 
Kote«— The  real  Value  of  Irish  Produce  and  Mannractures  Exported  in  the  Year 

ending  the  5th  Jan.  1810,  computed  at  the  Average  Prices  current,  was  £,  11,464^265    8    8^ 


Number  of  Vessels*  wiih  the  Amount  of  their  Tonka  ge,  built  and  registered  in  the  several 

Ports  of  l&ihAVD^  iu  Three  Years, 


Year  'ending. 5th  January  1808 

1809 

1810 


TESSELS. 


33 

32 
3t 


TONHAGC 

1,838 
1,235 
1,634 


scats 


BBBtfa 


Kumber  o/*  Vessels  xoitk  the  Amount  of  their  Tonnage,  and  Number  of  Men  usualfy 
employed  in  Nazigating  the  tame^  that  belonged  to  the  sto'erat  Ports  q/*  Ireland,  m  the 
Years  ending  30M  September  ISO?*  1808,  and  1809,  respectivefy^ 


Od  tbeSOrh  September  1807 

I60S 

1809 


TEiSELS. 


1,098 
1,104 
1,119 


TOKNAOE. 

56,902 
58,958 
61,050 


MBIT. 


5,217 
5,324 
5,560 


.^cMi&er  of  Vessels,  with  the  Amount  of  their  Totnage,  thai  entered  Ivwards  and 
cleared  Outwards  in  the  several  Ports  of  lKE.LA:sD,fromrorto  allPartsrfJhe  World^in 
the  Three  Years  ending  the  ^h  of  January  ISIO. 


f*^ 


Years  ending  5th  January 

, 1808    

, 1809    

1810   


IMIH. 


sHirt. 


1,503 

1,583 

I  1-546 


roHM. 


107,733 
111,614 
103,698 


MEN. 


7,231 
7,485 
7,2n 


iNWAEDt. 


niTRS. 


tnm. 


6,836 
,7,189 
I  5,975 


TONS. 


652,946 


MEM. 


36,530 


696,403  38,426 
535,299130,648 


roKiiGir. 


SUITS. 


461 
159 
343 


TOWS. 


78,533 
25,356 
56,946 


4,674 
1,580 
3,525 


Yean  ending  5th  Janvasiv 

1808   

\ 1S09   

iVIw  •■•■■•■< 


>••  ••••  •••« 


OVTWAtDS. 


1,320 

1,405 
1.527 


97,856 
108,435 
109,144 


6,797  II  6,294 
7,221  I  6,473 
7,398   I  5,877 


615,702>34,C31 
641,157  35,715 
5S8.6»>9  30.417 


418 
163 

333 


72,662 
27,856 
W,«67 


4,130 
It591 
3,225 


j(lvii] 


PARL.  ACCOUNTS,— lBtLA»D—-?iiWtt;  Bxpenditurt. 


[xKiii 


v.— PUBUC  EXPENDITURE. 


I.  For  Interest  on  the  Funded  Debt  of 
Ireland*  including  Annuities,  for 
Lives  and  Terms  of  Years ;  also  1 
per  Cent,  for  the  Reduction  of  the 
Capital  created  by  Loans  since  1 797,^ 
(A.  1  &«.) 

For  charge  of  Management  thereon .... 

There  was  also  applied  towards  the  Re- 
duaioQ  of  the  National  Debt 

Whereof  was  applied  towards  the  Re- 
duction of  the  National  Debt  .... 

Total  on  account  of  Interest 

Ditto,  for  Charge  of  Management 

Ditto,  on  account  of  the  Reduction  of  the 
National  Debt 

ir.  Interest  on  Exchequer  Bills  (B.). ... 

III.  Issues  for  purposes  appointed  by 
the  Parliament  of  Ireland  prior  to 
the  Union.  «ec*  (C.) 

IV.  Issues  from  Appropriated  funds 
for  Local  Purposes  (D.) 

rCivilList 

V.  /Pensions 

(  Other  Permanent  Charges  (£.}..... 

VL  Payments  in  Anticipation  of  Exche- 
quer Recei]^u :  (F.  1  Ac  2.)  vizJ 
Bounties  from  Excise  •...•..•..•.•• 
Bounties  from  Customs 

Militia  and  Deserten  Warrants,  ftc. 

Vir.  Ordnance  (G) 

VIH.  Army.  (H.)  Ordinary  Services ; 
via. 

Regulars,  Militia,  and  Volunteer 
Corps •. •• 

Commissariat  Establishment ' 

Barracks 

Staff  Officen  and  Officers  of  Gar- 
risons  •••.••... 

Half  Pay,  Supernumerary,  and  re- 
tired Officers  , 

Officers  Widows 

Royal  Hospital,  Kilmaioham 

Public  Officers,  their  Deputies, 
Clerks  and  Contingent  Expeoces 

Extraordinary  Service  ••.. 

IX.  Miicellaneons  Services,  (I.) 

LasUy,  Vote  of  Credit,  (K.)-— 


X.         s.    d. 


3,770,451  1  8 


67,635     8 

4 

3.838,U86  10 

0 

1,178,132  15 

H 

2,520,953  14 
iy,999     1 

.1 

1,178,132  15 

'i 

£. 


«.  tL 


19,999  1  11} 


«.  d. 


44,881  19  2} 
30,229  11  2 


147,083  9  Oi 

87,700  15  0| 

196»014  3  l| 


75,111  10  4} 
93,001  18  5 


2,529,533  0  6} 

182,950  13  ll| 

420,251  1  -9 

68,125  2  Oi 

25,181  3  2} 

4,379  6  8 

74,590  0  8i 

9,466  14  8^ 


3,314,477  3  6} 
176,935  9  11} 


3,491,412  6  6j 
397,871  13  0 
222,432  17  6^ 


3,858,OB5   It    Hi 
2*.>,940  II     01 

383,265  18     0} 
10,139     O    4 

432,T98     7  2| 


168,113     8     91 
680,200     0     7 


5.392,828  IS    7^ 
9.874,259  14  11} 


xlix] 


PARL.  ACCOUNTS.<--Ieblakdv— Afific  JSgpemUMre. 


[1 


(A.  l.)^M0HiE8fau2  Old  rf  the  Recent  of  the  Exchequer^  m  the  year  endmg  tie  5th  Jau 
1810«  towardi  defraying  the  Charge  of  the  Public  Funded  Debt  ^Ibelabd. 


laicfctc  tad  ABBuitict 
lior  U««t  and  Terat 
of  Yean,  Ac. 


InterctCy  &c.  on  the  Puhltc  Funded  Debt  of  Ireland 


^Uvmal  blue  for  the  Beduction  of  the  National  Debt 


£.       /.  d. 

3,770,451     1     8 
19,999     1  11^ 


Ckarfeof 

Maaafcmeab 


3,790»450     3    % 
67,635     8    4 


3,858,085  11   11^ 


X,  9,    tL 

19.999    I  Hi 


ae 


(A.  2.)— Tofo/  AmmaU  rftheSunu  actually  receioed  by  the  Commisswners  for  the  Reductum 

of  the  National  Debt,  in  the  year  ending  5th  Jan,  1810. 


. 

IB  cecal  aritala. 

iBlniaad. 

Annual  loue •-... ••• «. ••«^««. 

Eirpired  Annuitiei ...••..•..•.•.•»•...........••.••>• 

£.          9.      d. 

579,377  10    1} 

X,            9, 

67,635    8 

9,972    7 

174,037    8 

6 

Appropriation  of  1  per  Cent,  per  Annum  on  lioans  since  1797  . 

9 

InteKst  on  Debt  of  Ireland  redeemed •••.•• 

579,377  10     \h 
814,303  17  lOi 

251,644  18 
132,806     9 

7 

1 

793,681  7  11} 
384,451  7  8 


1,178,132  15  7J 


584,431  7  8 


(fi.y^Interest  on  Exciuhqueb  .Bill8»  with  the  Payments  made  in  the  Year  from  the  5tk 

Jan.  1809  to  the  5th  Jan.  1810. 

f  X»        t.  d. 

There  remained  Interett  on  Exchequer  Bills  unclaimed  on  5th  January  1809 23    3  6} 

Charge  for  Interest  at  5  per  Cent.  ^ 

On  d^34l,666  13#.  4dL  from  5th  Jan.  1809  to  4ih  Jan.  1810,  when  paid  off 27,083    6  8 

On  ^.114,068  lOf  Od  from  25th  March  1809  lo  25ch  September  foUowio; 2,851  1 J  3 


Dedna  Interest  unclaimed  on  the  5th  January  1810 


29,958    1    5} 
17  10    5 


Total  Pajmenu  for  Interest  on  Exchequer  Bills,  in  the  Year  to  5th  January  1810   „••    29,940  1 1    0| 


(p.y^Paymenis  made  in  the  Year  ending  the  5th  January  1810^  for  Purpoees  appoimtei 

by  the  Parliament  o/*  Ieelan  d  prior  to  the  Uniony^  c. 

Xm         9,      dm 

Lottery  Prizes ••••.....• •.••......•  44    0    0 

Principal  of  Exchequer  Bills 541,966  13    4 

Discoontoopiompcpaymentof  Loan  Deposits    •••••;•••.•••••«•••••.••••.••...••    41,255    4    8{ 


583,265  18    Of 


Vol.  XYIU^^fcudir. 


W 


li] 


PARL.  ACCOVHTS.—lwM.AVti.—Fttbac  Eijidtiiture. 


[hi 


(D.) — FaymenU  made  firm  ike  Fuircs  appropriated  for  heal  Prnfotn  m  I&klasi>,  from 

the  5th  Jm.  I8O9  to  the  $tk  jAn.  1810. 

Linen  Mamifacture    ^... .....* 1»^5    3  4 

Lagan  17avigac ion    .• .' • 150    0  0 

Improtrtng  Dotstia    : 7,138    0  0 

Royid  Excbenge  and  Commercial  Buildings 1,645  17  0 

10,139     0  4 


(E.) — Payments  in  the  Year  to  the  5th  Jan.  1810,  under  the  several  Heads  of  Civil  List, 

Pensions^  and  other  permanent  Charges. 


Arrear  on  Civil  Lut  on  the  5th  January  1809 «... 

Cfaarge  tot  one  Ycsrto  the  S5t]i  Decciiibei  1809   ■■■.•*..•••• 

Deduct  Arrcar on  the5tfi  January  T810 

I4sued  to  the  Civili  List  in  one  Year  to  the.^th  January  1810. . .. 

Pensions  ...  —  .....«..•.»•••••.........••••••..•.•.••...•. 

Other  Permanent  Charges,  Viz. 

Public  Infirmaries,. ••,.•.••••• .«• 

Public  Coal  Yards • 

Artny  Baggage •..- 

Police  Establishment 

Inspector  General  of  Prisons •..••..•.•> 

Tramporlation  of  Felons 

Fees  on  Auditing  Treasury  Accounts 

Imprest  Office 

Secret  Service  in  deMcting  tpca^oiiable  Conspiracies 

Aimuitics  and  Compensation  Allowances h... 

Judges  additional  Salaries 

Controverted  Electioxis ••••• • 

Conimisiians  of  Enquiry • t...,..^.... 

Board  of  Education  •••., « ».•••••••.•-•«••••••• 


4,900 

584 

13,313 

16,045 

200 

3.115 

2,341 

2,600 

10.309 

104,597 

30,947 

4,034 

4,785* 

300 


0    0 

V'4 

10  3i 
0    0 
7    Oi 

U    4} 
0    0 
5    61 

11  10| 
7  111 
5  3 
0  0 
0    0 


JS. 


147,<)83     9    Oi 
87,700  15    01 


198,014    3    li 


432,798    7    2i 


se 


■I'  'If I 


ttaa 


{Ky^Anuntnt  o/*Bouhtis8  paid  out  of  the  PvbHc  fietenue  of  Excise,  m  the  Yt 
the  5th  qf  Jan.  ISIO^  being  Payments  in  the  nature  of  Anticipation  ofExche^fuer  Receipt 


On  Lfncn  exported .* .•• 91,768  18  H 

Barkimported .....«.•,. ...^... ••••.•       J,868    7  5 

\B(B6f»iidPofkcxported.,.<..... • 4^585  16  4 

Irish  Fish  Oil  exported... • •••• IS  15  0 

Fishing  Veuels 4,456    9  8 

Pish  imported .....••••• •..•••..•.••...•.••••    4^061  19  5 

Corn  exported 38    0  0 

Fish  exported... l..l.^i.. ..••,••         20    3  3 

iia*  Seed  imported... ^ •••....•    «.068    5  0 

44'.881  19  8* 


liii] 


PJIBL.  ACCOUNTS.*-^! AHi.4VD.-~P«^&c  Esphdihtre. . 


[Hr 


^F.)  ^.-^jimount  of  Payments  out  of  the  Revenues  of  Customs  for  BouyriES,  Militia. 
Army  of  Reserve,  Deserters  Warr  a  sits*  ^c,  in  She  Year  ending  the  5th  of 
January  1810,  bang  fayments  in  the  nature  of  Anticipatiofrqf  Exchequer  Receipts* 

Bountiet  to  Distillehct , ^.30^223  12    0 

to  Spirit  Rctailcrt....; 5  19    2 

PaymenU  for  Militia 85,755  11  10 

'.. «,»,.Ann7of Reiervc..... • ,.«» *w-,^  ^»^^^    ^    *H 

Doscrtert  Wamiou   : 992    0    0 

Fortifications 1,063     I     ij 


^.123,231     9    7 


{G.)^ Money  paid  to  the  Office  ^Ordnance,  in  the  Year  to  the  5th  January  1810; 


^■■^^■^ 


■^••^^•■♦•^i^i^^^p^p"*^^^"^^"*^— "•^"•^w^p" 


Payments  to  the  Ordnance  for  the  Granti  of  1809 « ^.680,200    0    0 


(H.) — Monies  foid  on  Account  of  His  Majesty's  Forces  in  Irelavb,  in  the  Year  ending  tht 

5th  January  ItlO. 


RegimentsofthcLitteandForeisnCtrps,  ••.«,,.•..,.,.,,•,•  1^273^291    9     1 

Miliiia ,,.... a83,§B0    5    7 

Volunteer  Corps    ..•«.... ,••.••• •»»••.»•     35(>,862  17  3 

Military  Hospitals   :. iO,l55    7  10 

Royal  Miliary  Infirmary       .^. » ««.«««^....         4//07  17  10 

Officiating  and  retired  Chaplains •••••••••••.•• 1,^35    2  11} 


Commissariat  EttablUhmf nt  •••••••• , 

Barracks   *• •..••.•••••. •••••»•••• 

StaffOfiicersand  Officers  of  Garrisons • , 

Half  Pay  Supernumerary  and  retired  Officers    

Officen  Widows • 

Royal  Hospital  near  KiUnainham • 

Public  Officers,  their  Deputies,  Clerks  and  Contingent  Expences 


Extraordinary  Service 


£. 


£, 


i.   ^ 


2,529,^ 

182,950 

4*20,251 

63,125 

25,181 

4.379 

74,590 

9,466 


0  6i 
13  \\\ 

1  9 

2  Oi 

3  9| 
6  8 
9 

14 


n 


3,3!4,4Ty 

176,935 


2  lT| 


3,491,412  6  6| 


fJi^^Vayments  in  the  Year  ending  Sth  January  1810, /or  MfscfiLLAXEous  Services. 


Public  Oflfkers  for  several  Servicer    »»•••»• ,*•• 

PublicHospoai*  and  Schools  *•••,• • ••.. , •^••< 

MifceUaoeous  Services    • .- 

Public  Boards    , 

Inland  KavifiatioBs   •...•• ^ ••• , 

Iropioviac  MowthHtftov,  to  eoMplete  £.  10,000,  granted  Sostion  1808  .., 
Btfinl  of  Fine  Fi aiia,  in  part  of  £JOJXiO,  granted  by  43  Geo.  X  cbap.  158^ , 


£. 


£.  a.  d. 

1«780  0  0 

190,721  0  0 

129,333  13  3| 

51,4^9  0  0 

56,20f  1  ai 

5,814  8  «| 

84,562  10  0 


397,^71  la    0 


^SwXSmIc 


(K.) — Payments  from  the  Vote  ef  Credit  in  the  Year  ending  5th  Jan.  1810. 
Amoontof  PaymenU  from  the  Vote  of  Credit • .^.222,432  17    6^ 


9      * 


D  « 


1'] 


PARL.  ACCOUNT8.-'I»ELAirD.~PiiUfe  Iimdtd  Dttt. 


P'i 


VI.— PUBLIC  FUN£>ED  DEBT. 


Public  Funded  Debt  oflKi,LAVD,for  the  Year  ended  the  Sth  January  1810. 


Sums  Raised %••.. 

Payablb  in  Dublin: 

JS,3  lOt.  per  Cent..per  Annum ..•••. 

•£.4  perCent.  per  Annum   ....,«.. •..-• 

JB,5  per  Cent,  per  Annum ....•• 

Payable  in  London. 

X,5  per  CenL  per  Annum   .•..^.•.. .............•.— 

«£.3  per  Ccac  Consolidated  Annuities     •...•• 

•f.3  per  Cent.  Reduced  Annuities      •• • 

.£.4  per  Cent.  Consolidated  Annuities *... 

J£.5  per  Cent.  Consolidated  Navy  Annuities    

Annual  Cmakce. 

Annual  Interest •.••••....•••.••••.. 

Annuities  on  Lives  or  Terms  of  Years     ,....4.  ..«.•.-• 

Charge  of  Management..... ,... 

Pursuant  to  Act  of  37  Geo.  3..  for  Redemption  of  Debt  then 

existing •••.-■........ 

By  Acts  provuiing  1  per  Cent,  for  Redemption  of  Debts  created 

sioec  1797 

Total  of  Annual  Ezpences.. •• 


British  Cwrwcy. 


1.900,000  0  0 

30,338,875  0  0 

17.638,750  0  0 

5,054,375  0  0 

57t,000  0  0 


2,854,331     6  2 

231,684    7  6 

20,937  15  7} 

80,181  18  4 

765,225  14  4{ 


3,942,351     8    0} 


XlflkC 


£. 


«.    ^ 


8,180,97'a    IT  1 

827,600      O  0 

12.875.4^0    11  Z 

2.058,333      6  8 

32,758.781       S  0 

19.314,479      3  4 

5,475,579    18  4 

619,666   13  4 


Total  Principal 


81,510.»56  15     0 


An  Accmait  of  the  Fregress  made  in  the  Rei>uction  of  the  Public  Funded  Debt  o^  Ike- 
land,  to  the  Sth  of  January  1810. 


■  '  ■  ■ n 

Stock  Redeemed  by  SiakiMg  Fund 3,435,852     7     7 

Total  SumsPaid i 2,800^766    8     8 

« 

SuMi  Annually  applicable  in  Ireland  to  the  Riduction  of  the  National  Debt, 

Annual  Income  of  Loans   ••.••.• •• 254,144     1     I 

Annual  Interest  OA  Stock  Redeemed .b... 146.237  IS    1 


At  the  Establishment  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  <£.  100,000  per  Annum  was  granted  for  the  then  existiog 
Debt; — ^^.32,364.  Wt,  8dL  of  wluch  was  appropriated  to  the  Reduction  of  Money  boirowcd  lor 
Ireland,  by  the  guvernment  of  Great  Britain,  in  the  year  1797 ;  and  .£.67,636.  8«.  4«f.  with  ^.12,546.  1  Or. 
per  Annum  expired  Annuities,  which  fell  in  afterward,  to  Remainder  of  the  Debt  due  by  Ireland,  pnor 
to  the  year  1797,  without  any  References  to  the  Amount. 

The  Money  borrowed  for  Ireland  by  the  government  of  Great  Brtain  ii  not  included  in  the  abvve 
Statement,  being  settled  for  in  England  by  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury  of  Ireland,  and  can  only  be  pro- 
cured from  the  Commistioneri  for  Reducing  the  National  Debt  of  Eoglaod. 


Wii]  PARL.  ACCOUNTS«--lRBLAKD.«-*&f!/iw<M  I)^.<»2)^^  [Iviii 

VII.— UNFUNDED  DEBT. 


Jin  Account  of  the  Untundsd  Dsbt  ^Ieelahd,  and  Demands  OuTsrANDivo  on  the 

5th  Dmy  rfJanmwry  1810. 


wm^m 


Loan  DKiiirTuait. 

Retidue  of  Debentures  bearing  £A  per  Cent  Inteiett  to  the 
Tear  1788,  provided  for  bj  the  97  and  98  Geo.  3.  bm  not 
claimed  by  the  Proprietors ;  viz. 

Old  Loan ..•.. 

Loan  by  Lottery  1780  « ..^ 

JLoan  by  Lottery  1781    ^. ••• • 

ExcHiqvaa  Bills. 
Outstanding  Exthequer  Bills,  provided  for  by  several  Acts  of 
Parliament,  but  not  claimed  by  the  Proprietors. 

Payable  94  June  1783   

-     •«  -    -  Ditto  1790 

.     -    -    •Ditton9l 

.     -    .    -Ditto  1801 

•     -    -    -Ditto  1803 ••••.••.. 

Exchequer  Bills  not  in  coune  of  Payment  till  after  the  3th  Jan. 

1810,  by  49  Geo.  3.  chap.  79. — Payable  on  ot  before  4tb  Jan. 

1811.  (^.300,000  British.) 

By  49  Geo.  3.  ch.  78.  issued  as  a  Premium  attached  to  Loan  of 

df.l,93O,000.  made  in  Ireland, payable  93th  March  1813,... 


£. 


«.    d. 


£>       #.  <C 


973    e    0 

1,990    0    0 

730    0    0 


8 

6 

8 

30 

0 

0 

100 

0 

0 

30 

0 

0 

130 

0 

0 

(a)  9,993    0    0 


(a)338    6    8 


341,666  13    4 
114,069  10    0 


(b}633,799    3    4 


LoTTiRY  Paixxs. 
Ouutanding  Louery  Prizes  of  the  several  Lotteries  from  1789  to  1801 ,..    (a)  96, 133    0    0 


Total. 


684,463  10    0 


(a)  Proyiston  has  been  made  for  these  sums  by  several  Acts  of  Parliament. 

(b)  To  be  provided  for. 


VIII.— DISPOSITION  OF  GRANTS. 


An  Account  tktamg  kow  the  Movies  granted  for  the  Service  of  the  Year  I8O9,  have  been 
dupotrdof;  jofar  om  relates  to  Irelamd  ;  stated  m  Irish  Currency, 


SERVICES. 

smOCflaM 

womwM. 

aiMAmsk 

• 

Forces    •••••■• ••••••••••••••>••••• 

£.             M.      d, 

3,991,900  19    0} 

680,900    0    7 

1,780    0    0 

134,968    9    9 

31,499    0    0 

130,791     0    0 

£.        ».   d, 

3,314,477    3    7 

680,900    0    7 

1,780    0    0 

199,333  13    3 

31,449    0    0 

.   130,791    0    0 

^,        9.   d. 
677,493  13    3^ 

Public  Officers  for  several  Sei  vices  .••••••. 

Nisccllaneotts  ••••.•••••.••  «..«..•••••• 

9,939  13  10| 

Public  boards  •••••• .....•• 

Public  Hospitals  and  Schools    •••••••.•••■ 

£. 

4,995,319    8    9^ 

4;H)7,969  17    3 

.687,336  11    4| 

END  OF  THE  FINANCE  ACCOUNTS  FOR  1810. 
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PARLu  AC(X>V¥l^.—Et€mpimM/fwmjPr€p€^yTgT. 


^ 


Account  of  all  Exemptioms  granted  to  Foebioners,  m  respect  of  the  Dvtt  on  Dm- 
.  DENDS  o»  the  various  Funds  of  Gnat  Britmn,  and  on  tie  DkvXDSNps  of  tke'Eadhdk 
and  South  Sea  Cnmptmies ;  under  the  Property  Tax;  fhom  the  Quarter  ending  a 
October  1808,  to  the  Quarter  ending  in  October  I8O9  inclusive: 

AlsOf  an  Abstract  of  the  total  Amount  pf  the  ExEMjrriovs  granted  in  each  Tear  forth 

last  three  Tears. 


r  t    Ai 


Payable  on  5th  January  ISOp. 


3  per  Cent.  Consolidated  Aonuitics 

5  per  Cent.  Navy •' 

East-India  Stock  ....•^..« 

South-Sea  Stock    

South'Sea  Annuities  1751  ..••.... 
New  South-Sea  Annuities  ........ 

3  per  Cent.  1726  

>3  per  Cent  Imperial    

Imperial  Annuities      ....'... 

Irish  Tontine 

Exchequer  Annuities •....".< 


rtmciFAL. 


£. 

il,f55323 

214,314 

445,822 

1,119,912 

154^734 

519,«]» 

82,658 

80,102 

1,205 

2,518 

«93 


*.  d. 

9  5 

13  1 

19  7 

19  0 


17 

15 


4 

6 
6 


10  e 

19  0 

10  6 

15  e 


"Total  ....„...£. 


nxrioMMD. 


176,3^1 

5,305 

23,405 

19,477 

2,i»0 

7,683 

1,239 

1,201 

602 

1,259 

146 


1 

6 

13 

12 

19 

e 

17 
10 
19 
5 
1*7 


4 

% 
5 
11 
5 
5 
8 
6 
3 
6 


238,974   1 1      9 


17,632 
529 

1,^7 

S32 
763 
123 
190 

€0 
I«5 

14 


t,   d. 

1  10 
12   I 

6  9 
11    0 

1  5 

4  10 
19   3 

2  10 

5  U 
13   9i 
13   9 


23,894  13  1(4 


Payable  on  Sth  April  I8O9. 


3  per  Cent.  Reduced  Annuities, 

4perCent.    

Old  South  Sea 

LoBg  Anmiities 

5  per  Cent.  1797 

5  per  Cent.  Irish  ...••.. 

Irish  Annuities     .••..«•«..... 
Exchequer  Annuities  •■■•■«.. 


paiMCttAL. 


£. 


«.    rf. 


2,208,285    6  S 

808,856  15  5 

503,703  11  3 

6,172  13  4 

39,025    8  10 

51,970    0  0 

330  18  10 

282  11  4 


Toul    Jb. 


DIVIOXND. 


33,124    2  7 

16,177     O  9 

7,555  ID  4 

3,086     6  4 

975  17  11 

1»299    5  0 

165     9  4 

141     5  8 


»OTT. 


62,524  17     5 


3,312    2   8 

1,617  10   3 
'75$    7    9 

308  7  11 
97    8   5 

129  IS  6 
16  10  9 
14    2  jl 

6,251     «  10} 


Payable  on  5th  July  180p. 


3  per  Cent.  Consolidated  Auniiities. 

5  per  Cent.  Navy .« , 

East  India  Stock 

South  Sca'Stock 

Sooth  Sea  Anauiiies  1751  •• • 

New  South  Sea  Annuities...  .»••. 

3  perCenu  1726 

3  per  Cent.  Imperial^ • 

Imperial  Annuities 

Irish  Tontine** • ...••••. 

Exchequer  Annuities • . . . . 


PIINCIPAL. 


T~ 

1 1,452,874 

210,329 

432,090 

1,102,635 

154,766 

511,167 

82,658 

62,903 

978 

7V9 

225 


X.     d. 

14  10 
9    2 

13  6 
8    4 

17  4 

18  11 

19  6 


12 
5 

4 
0 


1 

0  1 

4 
0 


Total 


£. 


OIVIDXMD. 


^£. 

171,792 

5,257 

22,753 

19,294 

2,321 

7,o67 

1,239 

943 

469 

399 

112 


*.    d. 

13     5 


19 

4 

n 


9 
8 
1 


DtfTT. 


11    11 

9    0 


17 

11 

9 

12 

10 


5 
0 

6 

2 
0 


232,272    2  11  I 


17,178    ♦  4 

525    9   7 

2^275    i    9 

1,928  16   * 

232    8   5 

766  12   7 

123  19   S 

94    7   0 

39  19   « 
11    5   9 


- 


«3,224  15   ^ 


Payable  on  lOf  A  October  1209. 


3  per  Cent  deduced  Anuiiitiei  ..,••.  ••.••• 
4 'per  Cent     •••••>«•■•■•■■•••■••■••%••«• 

Old  South  Sea..^ 

Lorg  Annuities    ..'.•....••••...••.• 

5  percent.  1797  ,...«. ^ •.. 

5  per  Cent.  Irish 

Insh  Annuities     ....••.. •• 

Exchequer  Annuities  ...••••• 


rancciPAL. 


2,149,767 

77^584 

4r76,949 

6,396 

35,4M 

7,700 

164 


xU 


4 
5 

15 
0 

16 
0 
5 


4 
2 
4 
11 
7 
0 
10 


Total £. 


32,246  2  II 

15,531  11  11 

7,154  3  0 

3,198  0  9 

885  5  01 

199  10  0 

82  2  II 


59.289  15  11 
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PARL.  ACCOUNTS.*-&iii*  Ni^ts  in  Gre^tum. 


{bill 


Toial  Amount  0/ EXEMPTIONS. 


For  the  Qaarter  endiog  5tb  January  1809, 

5th  April  —  , 
5thjuly>  —  M 
lOthOctobMy-—   . 


£.        f.  d. 

83,894  13  10( 
6,851  8  lOi 

83,884  15  6 
5,987  7  4 

59,898  5 

7 

Th^  Jtmmmt  </ EXEMPTIONS  grnitUd  m  mcA  Ytmrfor  Urn  Icti  Tkret  Years. 

Year  ending  October  1807 ....jf.  67,773  18    74 

Year  ending  October  1808 64,493  14    5$ 

Year  ending  October  1809 59.898    5    7 


An  Account  of  the  Jmouni  of  the  Notes  of  the  Governor  and  Company  of  the^BAUK  of 
England,  in  Circulation  on  the  7th  and  i2th  Days  of  each  Months  from  Dec.  1808  to 
the  l^th  Jaiu  1810,tnc/iMtve; 

Dktmguishmi  the  Bank  Post  BiQt^  and  ^mgu^shmg  tho  Amount  qf  Notes  under  tfie  Value  of  Fwe  Pounds. 


Jan.     7th,  1809 
18    


Feb.    7 
18 

MarchT 
13 

April   7 
18 

May    7 

18 

June  7 
18 

July    7 
18 

Aug.    7 
18 

Sepc    7 
18 

Oct     7 
18 

Not.    7 
18 

Dec.    7 

18 


»•••«•■••»■•  »«■•  ( 


»«  ■  •••••■  ••  .  •  ■•  •  •  v« 


•••^< 


!■•  •  ■•••  •«  I 


Jan.     7,  1810 
18    . 


■Bd  npvirdi. 


£. 

11,718,010 
14,077,780 

18,778,660 
18,655,360 

18,761,730 
18,366,480 

13,068,880 
13,(61,710 

13,165,000 
13,635,860 

18,404,180 
18,414,180 

18,763,880 
15,066,180 

13.197,860 
13,31 1,800 

13,434,000 
13,817,600 

13,148,810 
13,898,870 

13,658,700 
13,578,860 

13,381,600 
13,438,580 

13,013,790 
14,668,640 


£. 
796,850 
885,580 

983,540 
960,070 

903,450 
899;100 

941,530 
993,500 

903,190 
898,790 

848,440 
848,400 

807,980 
848,330 

901,850 
909,890 

888,400 
883,880 

935,410 
933,050 

943,450 

945,130 

899,740 
880,880. 

851,160 
884^180 


£.5, 


4.841,480 
4,305,920 

4,351,360 
4,345,340 

4,547,190 
4,364,470 

4,505.770 
4,518,850 

4,547,410 
4,580,710 

4,544,650 

4,565,000 

4,868,680 
4,981,060 

5,186,880 
5,806,590 

5,188,580 
5,185,880 

5,367,880 
5,335,660 

5,438,480 
5,476,080 

5,408,010 
5,408,060 

5,663,080 
5,854,170 


Ixiiil 


PARL.  ACCOUNTS.— DoOirv  IsHkd^BiOamceg  m  hand. 


Oxh 


An  Accavni  qfaU  the  Dollars  Issued  by  the  Bank  ofEngland^  to  the  Stk  day  of  FA  1810) 

inclusive. 


Dollan. 

DoUan  stamped  in  the  year  1797,  and  issued  ....•••........«•.• 2,325,099 

Ditto.,  stamped  in  the  year  1804,  and  issued  •• •.••.••.•••....   ],419>484  ' 

Pitto..  stamped  in  the  years  1809  and  1810,  and  issued 1,073,031 

Dollare....  4,817,634 


«as 


An  Account  of  the  Amount  of  Balances  of  Sums  Issued  for  the  Pigment  of  DiviDEym 
DUE  and  HOT  DEMANDED,  ond  foT  tie  Payment  of  Lottbkt  Prizes  or  BEHErnr 
which  had  not  been  claimed,  and  'which  remained  in  the  handa  of  the  Governor  m 
Company  of  the  Bank  of  England^  on  the  under-mentioned  Days,-^-^Being  those  next  hefvt 
the  Issue  from  the  Exchequer  of  Money  for  the  Payment  (fDroidends  ypon  account  ^tk 
Natioftal  DM,  for  each  of  the  Four  preceding  Quarters  respectioefy* 


pjvidends  due  and    not 
demanded      • 


iiOtlery  Prizes  not  claimed 

I 

N.B.  Advanced  to   Go 
▼ernment   pursuant  to 
31  and  48  Geo.  3^ 


i>  ■  •  •  • 


Remains  in  the  hands  of 
the  Bank ,•••• 


On€tt  Ap(U 
1809. 


1,107,246  16    6 
103,886    0    0 


1,311,132  16    6 
876,739    0    9 


334^393  15    9 


Cikjttljr, 
18  Oft 


940,471  12  10 
185,921     0    0 


1,066,392  12  10 


876,739    0    9 


189,653  12    1 


18Q8L 


£.  Sm      d, 

990,441  11     6 
99,801    0     0 


1,090,242  11     6 


>   IBIOL 


£.  u  i- 
989,561  B  t 
117,601    0  0 


l,l(nj6i    6  2 


876,739    0     9  I     ^76,739   0   9 


213,503  10    9  I     t30;423   5  5 


S3: 


^n  Accouni  oftke  Total  Amoukt  of  the  Net  Proceb^s  o/DROITS,  eUkerpMinto 
the  Registrar  of  the  High  Court  tf  Admiralty ,  or  received  under  any  Commisaontfrom 
1793  :  together  mth  an  idceount  of  the  Total  Sum  or  Sums  of  Money  paid  out  ^  th^ 
same  ;  spee^ying  the  Services  ahd  Okfects  to  uhiih  the  same  were  direeted  to  be  applied: 
Made  out  from  the  BtiumSn  t/t  the  Treasury^  from  the  respective  Commissioners  and  the 
Registrar  ofthe  Court  of  AdmiraUy* 


Ket  Amount  of  Pkocikds  received;  oie. 

By  cbe  Dutch  Commiuioncn  .-. ••••  ••.. ....••.• 

Spaniih     -••• 

PnutUui    ,..•• ••••;.•. 

Danitfj,  &c.     ,.... ....u (♦) 

SaiDf  paid  ioio  the  Regittry  on  Account  of  Captures  not  pbcednoder  > 
.Che  roanagcmcnt  of  the  ab-dte  Comimtihmerf    •'••«$ 

Toul  Amount  of  tbe  Ket  Prooeedi  receired  from  1795.. .'•^. 


£. 

1,313,445 

9,94^,539 

£55,90$ 

l,iei,64d 


as 


♦ 
(*)  The  whole  Atnountof  Che  Danith  Proceeds  beyond- the  Sum  of  X.348,tdt.  and  the  Sums 
'  ^  paid  to  Claitntntt,  ii  reserved  fcrr  die  benefit  of  (be  C^on. 


Datci 
of  Wamuts. 


1796.  June  99. 


1791.  Jane  30. 

—  July      1. 

—  —        3. 
1796.  April     3. 

1806.  Jte.    97. 


1809.  April  94. 


Pa  YMBtrr  •  out  of  the  Met  Ptoceeda ; 
ToCaptoff     •««.•••••..••, 

..  ^tatnitaRCv. •  a ••*••••«•*•'*•••••■  ■! 
..  The  Receiver  General  of  Droitt*... 


For  Lav  Charges  and  Proctora  Bitti  t  vnu 

Kiog'i  Proctor   65,075 

AdmiraUy  Proctor .•••.  19,9»l 

CUunana'Paoaort..*...,*...    9^1^ 

Matters'  Proctors... *••       370 

Pilots' Praciois    » 113 

Saliwn'  Proctors  ..»,••.•••—  391 
Captors'  Procton  ..  •«••«»..  »i  5»6S9 
Dmch  CooimiMioaers  Itociora  9.930 
Ditto..  ..Uw  Charges <i5,890 

For  Bxptacvf  of  Vestelt  prior  to  Condem- 
nation •..•••.•••••••«••••••»••  »«••••«• 

....Shlvage  ..• •«• mm— 

....Outlawry  Charges. «•.•.•••.«•.•• 

To  the  Manhal  ofthe  Court  of 

For  Regtstai's  Poundage   •«•• 

••  ..  Sundry  small  Expences 

To  Mercbanft,  for  Reports.. •• 

For  Repairs  of  Ships  ••»•...•••.••••.•••• 

•  •*•  Bottomry  Bonds    .».«.••••••••••••«•< 

Fos  care  of  Ships  and  Cargoes,  smA  Wage*  to 

Seamen    ...•••.•.•*•  ••if- •••••••• 

Demivrage    


.*..••••..«.• 


I  •.••  ««.•  •«< 


!•.•«•..  ■••..•••I 


For  the  PvBLie  Sbktic** 
into  the  Exchequer,  ft>tlie 
the  Cons«lidteted  Fund,  by  tb(t 
Dutch  Commissionert.,......^'    5(^00(1 

Ditto Ditto    •*••«•.»    50,000 

Ditto '• Ditto  ...«..^.  500,009 

Ditto ^....Ditto    950,000 

Ditto Ditto    .^. 50,00(> 


.*•. 


To  the  THaUBftr  of  the  KtTy,  by 
the  Spanish  Commis8i6otis.«.rM  750^000 

To  tbe  Treasurer  of  the  Orddaade, 
by  the  Registrar. «....««••  100,000 

TotheTf«asttreroftheNavy,bydo.  150,000 


MM 


Paid  to  Lords  Qambicr  MdCMbtftt,  byCbtf 
Danidi  Cbmmisiionen,  being  theestiimttoi 
^nt  of  Sbip^tpd  Stores  taken  at  Copeor 
hagen,  deliT*id  over  lor  the  PdbUc  Ste» 

vice •••.•••••r»««ta»*  — —  •«•••«■• 

Vol.  XVIU— ilffmdSr.  (E) 


9,93»,745 

406,554 
110,656 


4^36S 

9,609 

l»9t5 

98,111 

5,989 

969 

441 

njM 

1,117 

9,198 
491 


96Q|pO0a 


»       • 


1,090^000 


948,961 


3^039,f9« 


Ixvik] 


PARL.  ACCOVSTS.-^Dnnti  rf  AJminaiy. 


PxMi 


P«te« 
of  Warrants* 

1806.  Mar.    15. 

1809.  Dec.    23 


Ditto, 


1605.  Oct.     14. 

—  —       10. 

—  Nov.  21. 


1806.  April     8. 


—    July    14. 
1808.  Jan.    27. 


1805. 

1806. 

1807. 
1805. 
1807. 

1804. 
1806. 


Sept. 

April 

Feb. 

Sept. 

Sept 

June 
Jan.  t 
May 


24. 


25. 


10. 


13. 
14. 


8. 
23. 
15. 


—     yo¥.    24. 


18 A  AprU  29. 


*-  Sept. 

13. 

1808.  Sept. 

29. 

1805.  9epr. 
1794.  Dec 

28. 
13. 

1795.  KoT.    12. 


Paid  by  the  Registrar  into  the  Exche-  \       '• 

quer,  in  aid  of  the  Civil  List .« ..   190,000 

Ditio. Ditto ^..    -60.000 

■  270»dOO 

Ditto Do..in:udorthe^.4i  percent.  40,000 

On  Accoant  of  the  Royal  Family. 

Mettn/  Drummond,  for  the  Princess  of  Wales  136,000 

Messrs.  Couus,  for  the  Duke  of  Cumberland.  1 5,000  ' 

Ditto for  the  Duke  of  Kent... ....*.  10,000 

Messrs.  Drummond,  for  the  Duke  of  Glou- 
cester  - 19,500 

Messrs.  Adam  and  Dalrymple,  for  the  use 
ot  the  following  Persons : 

Duke  of  Kent    •    10,000 

Duke  of  Cambridge     20,000 

Duke  of  Sussex    • '  20,000 

Duke  of  Cumberland 5,000 

Duke«f  Clarence « 20,000 

Messrs.  Coutu,  for  the  Duke  of  Kent  .......  6,000 

Messrs.  Coutts  k  Adam,  for  the  Duke  of  York  20,000 

Special  pATMiif.TS. 
At  various  times,  in  the  years  1805  and  1806, 

tlie  Spanish  Commissioners  paid  to  Joseph 

Alcock,  Esq.  to  be  by  him  paidover  to  the         £.       t,     d, 

Merchanu,  fcc.  tradmg  to  Spain,  whose 

Property  was  sequestered  in  1796  and  1797     269,789  17     1 
Sir  H.  Popham,  Grant  of  the  remaining  part 

of  the  Proceeds  of  the  Ship  Etrusco,  at  His 

Majesty's  disposal    21,610    0     7 

Messrs.  Porcher  and  Redhead,    to  satisfy 

claims  of  the  Officers  and  Men  of  the  Ma* 

tilda  Cartel,  for  the  loss  of  Clothing 1 ,378    8    0 

H.  Torry,  for  Clothing  lost  on  board  the 

Matilda  Cartrt  Ship  .•••....; 70    0    0 

P.  de  Ayi«laa,  Compensation  to  sundry  Span- 
ish Sobjeas,  for  the  detention  of  two  Siiips        1,171  15    4 
J.  Rist,  Chaig^  des  Aflaires  from  the  Court 

of  Deomaric,,  in  full  tatiifaction  of    an 

Award  for  the  lou  of  the  Ship  Dunkirk  . .  1,704    6    9 

Mr.  G.  Smith,  for  bringing  the  Rendsborg,  a 

Prize,  home  from  Sl  Helena 200    0    0 

Mr.  A.  Brown,   Reward  for  InteUagence 

which  led  to  the  Capture  of  a  Ship  ..••••  105    0    0 

C.  Broughton,  Esq.  to  be  paid  Co  l>mish 

Fishermen,  who  had  been  interrupted  ia 

.    their  fishery      , 26  12    6 

F.  de  Tastet^  to  be  paid  to  Meurs.  Holmes  and 

Hudsoa»  for  the  loss  of  a  Cargo  captured  and 

condemned  on  board  the  American  Ship 

KiUT.  and  Hannah  at  Cape  Nicola  Mole  . .  764  13    12 

Lord  Keith,  to' complete  the  payment  for 

Damages  incurred  against  him  by  the  dew 

tention  of  the  American  Ship  Argonaut  at 

the  Gape  of  Good  Hope 20,581    6    9 

Lord  raoiec.  Reimbursement  of  aSoa^  ;)aid 

by  him  to  the  Claimants  of  the  Sliip  Astraa, 

detained  by  him    4,279  12    8 

Messrs.  Prinscp  and  Sanndoi,  Compensation 

for  the  loss  of  their  Ship  the  Juttuia,  in 

consequence  of  its  having  been  employed 

in  the  Public  Service      4..^......       13^69     1     0 

S.H.PeUew,  Reward  for  the  Seizure  of  a  Ship  73  10    0 

Lieutenant  Governor  Browne,  Oratnity  for 

seizing  thr  Brig  Hannah,  on  a  voyage 

from  Bourdeaux  to  Philadelphia  2,273  12  10 

RopresentacivesofR.H.Coz..Do....Do...        1,200    0    0 


£. 


2,538.361 


171,5M 


of  Warranu . 
Vy99.  Mar.    14. 

1 800.  Nov.      7. 

1801.  Jvu     ^3. 

—  May    13. 

« 

1803.  April  18. 

1805.  Mar.    88. 

—  May    13. 

— ^      Sept.    30. 
ISOa.  July      3. 


PARL  ACCOUNTS.— 2>rotf^#  ofAdmrdfy. 


[Ixx 


—     Aug.    39. 
f809.  Dec.    81. 


1806..  Aiit.    81. 


1805.  jDoe  80. 

1800.  Aug.  88. 

1805.  June  80. 

1808.  Oct.  80. 

« 

1809.  Jan.  8^. 
1«05.  Jan,  1. 


ReT.  W.  B.  Danieli,  Re«rar4  for  giying  in- 
foraiatioo  relative  to  ad  illegal  capture .  •  .. 

Ditto.. Ditto... .....Ditto •• 

Rt.  Thatcher,  Gratuity  for  evidence  given  by 
him  relative  to  an  illegal  capture  ........ 

Rev.  W.  B.  Danieli,  Expcncet  in  procuring 
the  Condem nation  of  a  Ship  and  Cargo  . . 

Moifrt.  Francis  Arnold  and  Ward,  Reward 
fat  the  Seiaurc  of  a  Sh*ip 

J.  Friend,  Reward  for  seizing  a  French  Vessel 

J.  £.  de  Sutter,  Grant  of  Proceeds  of  Property 
belonging  to  htm •.•«..••.• 

Sw  Bayler  and  T.  Hunt,  Reward  for  seizing 
the  Ship  Thomas  in  the  River  Shannon .  •  .. 

E,  Van  Hartlials,  Grant  of  the  Proceeds  of 
Goods  on  board  sundry  Dutch  West  India 

Ships,  for  the  use  of  the  Owners  .- 

Ditto....... Ditto 

Ditto.  ...•,.. .....Ditto •• 

Ditto '• Ditto 

Ditto.., Ditto    

DiUOrf Ditto 

W.  Davies,  for  seizing  aShip    

Mr.  Lee  for  GioYanni  Casinacick,  for  Wages, 
Ice.  dtte  to  the  Crew  of  the  Ragusan  Ship 
Invldiato     

C.  Aadeison,  Esq.  Compensation  for  the  loa 
of  the  Ship  Lapwing,  eaptured  by  the 
Spaniards  the  day  after  Hoatilities  should 
have  ceased,  but  ordered  to  be  restored, 
which  was  not  cflTected  before  the  re- 
commencement of  Hostilities  ............ 

Messrs.  Troughioa  and  Coosuble,  Reward 
for 'seizing  a  French  Vessel 

J-  S.  Y.  Ryba,  for  Goods  claimeaby  him.... 

Messrs.  Hardeu,  Mantz,  and  Co.G  rant  of  Pro- 
ceeds of  Cotton,  for  the  use  of  the  Owner. 

Executors  of  tbe  late  M.  Borke,  Grant  of  one 
Moiety  of  the  Ship  dc  Faam  • 

J.  D.  Rucker,  Grant  of  Proceeds  of  tbe  Ship 
Flon,  on  account  of  the  Ownen 

Indemnilication  to  sundry  Commanders,  oo 
account  of  Ships  carried  into  Cape  Nicola 
Mole,  and  illegally  condemned 


£. 


t.    d» 


575  .4 
3,582  3 

10 
.5 

87  13 

7 

1,000  0 

0 

105  0 
400  0 

0 
0 

405  18 

8 

1,000  0 

0 

1,856  16  11 

1,034  11  8 

836  11  8 

50  10  8 

718  5  5 

1,858  10  8 

58  10  0 

849  19 

10 

15,865    6  6 

58  10  0 

900    0  0 

563    8  U 

449  15  9 

658  18  1 

54,981    8  9 


£, 


ToTAi.  Patmbnts  out  of  Net  Proceeds     ..••••••..d^ 


485,687 
6,188,438 


l»i] 


(Iva 


LIST  Of  PUBLIC  ACTS, 


Patied  in  the  Fourth  Sessum  qf  the  Fourth  FtvrliamaU  qf  tk  Wf^  Kmgiom  pf 

Britam  ani  Jnbmd^^Otl^  qf  George  IIL 


1.  An  Act  forcontiauiQg  to  his  Majesty  certaio 
duties  on  MalC|  Sugar,  Tobacco^  »nd  Snuflf, 
in  Great  Britain ;  and  on  Pension^  Offices^ 
and  Personal  Estates  in  England ;  for  the 
service  of  tb^  year  1810. 

'3.  Act  for  raising  the  sum  of  10.500,000^.  by 
Exchequer  Bills,  for  tbe  service  of  Grtat 
Britain  for  tbe  year  1810. 

jS.  Act  for  raising  the  «um  of  1,500,000/.  by 
Exchequer  Bills,  for  the  «Qrvice  of  Great 
Britain,  for  the  year  1810. 

4.  Act  to  indemnify  such  persons  in  the  United 
Kinfi;dom  as  have  omitted  to  quahfy  them- 
selves for  Offices  and  Employoiems,  and  for 
extending  the  times  limited  for  (hose  pur- 

Soses  respectively,  until  the  25ih  day  of 
farch  1811;  and  to  permit  such  persons 
in  Great  Britain  as  hnve  omitted  to  venokt 
and  file  Affidavits  of  the  Execution  of  In- 
dentures of  Clqrks  to  Attorneys  aad  Solicit 
tors,  to  make  and  file  the  same  on  or  before 
the  1st  day  of  Hilary  Term  1811. 

5.  Act  to  prohibit  tiie  Distillation  of  Spirits 
from  Corn  or  Gi  nin  in  Great  Britain  for  a 
limited  rime;    and  to  coAtinue,  until  four 

«  •  rhonths  after  the  expiration  of  such  prohitii- 
tion,  an  act  of  the  lasi  session  of  pa{linment, 
to  suspend  the  Importation  of  British  or  Irfsh- 
made  Spirits  in|Q  Great  Britain  or  Ireland 
respectively. 

^6.  Act  to  enable  bis  royal  bighness  Goor^o 
Prince  of  Wales,  to  grant  leases  of  cvram 
lands  and  premises  called  Prince%  Mea- 
dows, to  the  parish  of  Lambeth,  in  the  coun- 
ty of  Surrey,  Hsrcel  of  his  said  royal  bigb* 
ness's  Duchy  of  CornwaM,  for  the  purpose  of 
building  tliereon. 

r.  Act  for  punishing  Motiny  and  Desertion  ; 
and  for  the  better  payment  of  the  Army  and 
their  Quarters. 

8.  Act  for  settling  and  securing  a  certain  an. 
nuicy  on  Viccoant  Wellington  and  the  two 
next  persons  to  whom  the  title  of  Viscount 
Wellington  shall  descend,  in  consideration  of 
bis  eminent  services. 

0  •  Act  to  continue,  until  the  25th  day  of  March 
1811,  so  much  of  an  Act  of  the  47th  year  of 
majesty,  as  allows  a  Bounty  on  British  Plan- 
tation Raw  Sugar  exported. 

iO.  Act  for  making  perpetual  certain  of  the 

'  Provisions  of  an  Act  of  the  fifth  yeiir  of  King 

George  the  first,  forprencenting  the  clandes- 

line  running  of  uncostomed  G<iods,  and  for 

prpff nting  Fraods  selatiAg  to  tbo  Cuatoms, 


U.  Act  to  cootiiwa,  until  the  S5ch  daj  of 
March  1815,  several  Laws  relating  totW 
enconragemont  of  tbo^  Greenland  WfaaSe 
Fisheries. 

13.  Act  to  continue,  until  tbe  twenty- fi.Htb  day 
oi  March  1813,  an  Act  mwAe  in  the  §ony  sisU 
year  oi  his  present  Majesty,  for  ^enoiiuog 
tho  Importation  of  Mastv,  Yards,  Ckiwaprits, 
and  Timber  for  Naval  Purposes  from  tbe 
British  Colonies  in  North  America,  doty 
free. 

19.  Act  to  continue  an  Act,  made  in  tho  forty- 
foarth  year  of  his  present  Majesty,  for  per- 
mitting the  Exportation  of  SaUfroon  the  port 
of  Nassau  in  the  Island  of  New  Provideiice^ 
.the  port  of  £xun»a  and  the  port  of  Crooked 
Island  in  the  Bahaiaa  Islands,  in  AoMricao 
ships  eoqiing  in  -  ballast;  and  to  amend  and 
contiotto  an  Act  made  in  tbe  forty-eigfatb 
year  of  his  present  Majesty,  for  permitting 
Sugar  and  ColFoe  to  be  exported  from  his  Ma- 
jssty*s  ColoBJes  or  Plantations  to  any  Port  io 
Europe  to  tbe  Southward  of  Cape  Fiaisierre, 
and  Corn  to  be  imported  from  such  Port,  and 
from  the  Coast  of  Africa,  into  the  said  Coi«t» 
ni«^&and  plantatioits,  uotli  tW  tweoiy-&fiJi 
day  of  Match  1813. 

14.  Act  ibr  iho  reg;ulaiiiui  of  his  majesty's 
Royal  Marine  Forces  wbile  oa  aliore. 

15-  Act  to  grant  to  bis  Maiesty^  Dntin  u{«« 
Spirita  made  or  distillsd  in  Ireland  from 
Corn;  to  allots  certaio  drawbacLs  oo  tbe 
Exportation  thereof;  to  make  further  regu- 
lations for  the  encouragement  of  Licextsi^ 
Distittefu;  ao4  for  amending^  the  laws  rel»- 
ting  to  the  Distillery  in  Ireland.' 

16.  Act  for  further  continuing,  until  the  twenty- 
n.^th  day  of  March  1811,  an  act  of  tbe  forty- 
first  year  nf  bis  present  Majesty,  for  prohibi- 
ting tbe  Exportation  from  Ireland,  and  for 
permitting  the  Importation  into  Ireland, 
duty-free,  of  Corn  and  other  Provisions. 

17.  Act  to  continue,  until  tbe  S5th  day  of 
March  1811,  an  Act  for  regulating  tbe  draw^ 
backs  and  bounties  oo  tbie  exportation  of 
Sugar  from  Ireland. 

18.  Act  for  further  continuing,  until  the  95th 
day  of  March  1811,  certain  bounties  and 
drawbacks  on  the  Exportation  of  Sogar  finom 
Great  Britain ;  and  forsospendingtbeCoon- 
tervailing  duties  and  bounties  on  Sogar 
when  the  duties  imposed  by  an  act  of  die 
4ath  year  of  bis  present  Majesty  shall  be  sut» 
peoded. 


LIST  OT  PUBUC  ACTS  PASSED  60  CEO.  IIL 


19.  Act  for  fartb«r  GoatMiogi  imtA  iIm  SSth 
fUj  of  March  18U,  ^n  ad  loade  in  tlit  aOt h 
yoar  of  his  praseoi  Mi(i«»«|»  Ibr  ptohibidng 
Um  EiportHtion  from  and  p«rinktiot|  the  loi- 
porttitioo  to  Greac  Dritaiu  of  Corn,  and  for 
idlowiiij^  th«  ImportalittA  of  olhtr  arikles 
0i  ptQfwon,  ivithiml  f  aymc&t  of  duty. 


[laif 


SO.  Act  for  removing  doubts  a^  to  th«  power 
of  appointing  6uperintendaQti  of  Qutrantinty 
and  their  AMittanit. 


91,  Act  fur  ametufinj^  and  continuing 
atnended,  Mntil  tbtf  95rti  dny  of  March  1819, 
an  act  of  ihc  45th  year  of  his  present  Majesty, 
for  coosolidatiua  aad  extending  the  »evenil 
Lnws  in  force,  ibr  allo«»ini;  the  Importation 
and  EsportdtioA  of  certain  Goods  and  Mer- 
chandizt-  luio  and  from  certain  Ports  in  the 
West  Indies. 

83.  Act  for  auti)ortiing  the  Lords  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Treasury  to  purchase  certain 
Quay^  wiihiii  the  Fore  of  London. 

93.  Act  for  gmnting  Annuttiet  to  discbarge 

certnin  Exchequer  BiUs. 

f  4.  Act  ro  amend  an  Act,  passed  in  tba  btti 
Scflsioo  "f  Parliament,  for  Cooipleting  the 
M>ticia^  n\  Great  Britain;  and  to  make  fur- 
ther   provision,  for    coupletiog   ibe   said 

Mihtm. 

• 

95.  Act  to  amend  several  Ads,  relating  lo  the 
Loc»l  Militia  of  Great  Biitaia.' 

90.  Act  for  (ranting  a  do^  on  FoQBign  Plain 
Linen  taken  out  of  warehouse  and  eiported 
to  Ftireign  Pacta. 

97.  Act  to  coi^liRMe  oatiJ  the  <5th  day  of 
Mascb  1831,  certain  Acu  made  in  the  Par- 
liament of  Ireland,  for  the  better  regulation 
of  tlie  Silk  manufacture. 

98.  Act  for  increasiagthe  Rales  of  Sobeisteace 
to  be  paid  to  Innkeepers  and  others  on  qaai^ 
tering  Soldiers 

90i  Act  lo  amend  aa  Aes  of  the  kat  Session  of 
Pariiamenft,.  for  amending  the  Irish  Road 
Aetsk 

SO.  Act  to  Regulate  the  Fees  payable  to  Com- 
aert  io  Ireland,  npo»  boMiiig  luqoisirions. 

3i.  Act  for  aagaaealiBf  tbe  Salariea  of  ike  Lofds 
ef  Sessioo,  Uirda  CeBsmissionese  of  las- 
li«iarT,aad  Bareaaaf  Eaehcqner  m  ScoUaad, 
and  Judges  in  Ireland. 

38i  AcCto  wyeal  eettai*  parta  of  severalAety 
of  Ibe  Parlmneat  of  Iraiaiid,  so  for  as  relates 
to  tbe  limisiag  Ibe  Nuakber  of  Persons  la  be 
carried  hy  ikage  Coachee  or  other  Carriages ; 
fiir  enacting  other  limitations  ia  Ueil  there-' 
of;,  and  for  other  purpoaas  ralatiag  tbeceto. 

39:  Act  for  enabling  Tenants  in  Tail  and  for 
Lifo,  and  also  EcciesiasCicai  PersoD%  to  grant 
Land  for  the  purpose  of  endbwiog  ^hools  in 


84  Act  for  allowiac  the  Stportatios  of  British 
and  Irish  made  Malt  fmm  ooe  part  of  the 
Uaiied  Kiogdedi  lo  the«tbcr. 

36.  Act  for  altering  tlie  mode  of  collecting  the 
duty  on  Insurances  against  Loss  by  Fire^ 
spoil  property  in  his  miijeaty's  iUands  and 
posaeiaioas  in  the  West  Indies,  and  eUewhara 
beyond  il«r  seas;  and  for  eiempting  oertain 
Bonds  and  Receipts  from  Stamp  Duty,  for 
giving  relief  in  certain  cases  of  Stamps 
spoiled  or  misu§ed,  and  for  explaining  part  of 
an  Act  passed  m  the  48tb  year  of  his  ma- 
jesty's reign,  for  granting  Stamp  Duties  in 
Great  Britain. 

86.  Act  for  granting  Annuities  Co  discbaff^  ad 
additional  number  of  Exchequer  Billa» 

37.  Act  for  enabling  his  Majesty  to  settle  an 
Annuity  on  hi«  serene  highness  the  Duke  of 
Brunswick  Wolfonhottcl. 

36.  Act  to  extend  ttie  provisions  of^  an  act 
passed  in  the  48th  year  of  his  present  ma* 
jest)*s  reign,  intituled,  *  An  Act  to  permit 
certain  G<mx1s  imported  into  Ireland  to  be 
ararefaoaaed  or  secured  witbooi  the  Dotiet 
doe  on  the  Importatioa  theieof  being  fiial 
paid,'  and  to  amend  the  same. 


39.  Act  for  repaying  in  certain  cases  the  Duty^ 
paid  oo  the  fiapoit  of  Foreign  Plain  lioen. 

4U.  Act  for  dicontinuing  the  bounty  on  £t* 
portaiion  of  Oil  of  \^triol,  and  allowiiig  a 
drawback  of  a  proportion  of  the  duties  paid 
on  the  Importation  of  ForeigD  Brimstoae 
used  in  makina  Oil  of  ViirioL 


41.  Act  for  placing  the  Duties  of  Hawkers  and 
Pedlars  under  the  management  of  the  Com- 
misaioaers  of  Hackney  Coaches.. 

4i}.  Act  for  consolidating  the  Duties  of  C«s* 
ion>S  for  the  Isle  of  Man,  and  (or  placing  the 
same  under  the  mana|gment  of  the  Commn« 
sioners  of  Customs  in  England. 

43.  Act  for  maintaining  and  keeping  in  repair, 
Roads  made  and  Bridges  built  in  Scotlaad, 
under  the  aothority  3t  tbe  Parliamentary 
Comniissioaers  for  Higyaod  Roada  and 
Bridges. 

44.  Act  tapaeyide  fora  dwabltfanowaitcdof 
Sapetanouation  to  the  Officers  of  Eiciie  m. 
Scotlaad,  ooder  oertain  pestrictinaSi 

46.  Act  for  raising  tbe  sum  of  19,000jP60f.  by 
way  of  Aamiflics. 

46.  Act  for  encouraging  the  consomptioa  of. 
Mils  Liquor  in  Irelaad. 

47.  Act  to  extend  and  amend  the  proTisions  of 
an  Act  made  in  the  3Ttfa  year  or  hit  pieiettC 
Majesty,  for  the  Rehef  and  Matoteoasce  of 
Insolvent  Ztebtore  detained  in  Plnon  in 
Irelaad. 


48.  Act  to  repeal  Three  Ads,  oude  IB  iha 
30lh,  and  46th  years  of  his  prescul  Majest|^ 
fo»  tiMitim  the  amnfaer  ef  ferioa*  to  b«  car- 
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tied  OD  tht  Oquide  of  StageOMcbes  or  otlwr 
CMTiages,  and  to  entct  other  regulations 
for  carrying  tha  objects  of  the  said  acts  into 
effect. 

49»  Art  to  amend  the  Laws  for  tbe  ReUef  of 
tha  Poor,  so  far  as  relate  to  the  examining 
and  allowing  the  Accounts  of  Churcbv^rdens 
and  Overseers  by  Justices  of  the  Peace. 

50.  Act  to  explain  and  amend  an  Act  made  in 
tbe  last  Session  of  Parliament,  relating  to  tbe 
Relief  and  Employment  of  the  Poor,  so  far 
as  relates  to  the  more  effectual  carrying  the 
same  into*  execution ;  and  to  extend  tbe 
provisions  thereof  to  Parishes  which   shall 

t  not  have  adopted  the  provisions  of  an  Act 
of  .the  22nd  year  of  his  present  majesty,  for 
tbe  better  lielief  and  Bmpfoyoient  of  the 
Poor. 

51.  Act  to  repeal  so  much  of  an  Act,  ]>a8sed  in 
.the  7th  year  of  King  James  tbe  6rst,  as  re- 
lates to  the  Punishment  of  Women  delivered 
of  Bastard  Children ;  and  to  make  other 
provisions  in  lieii  theceof. 

53.  Act  to  amend  so  much  of  an  Act«  pnsscfd  in 
tbe  eighth  and  ninth  year'of  King  William 
the  Third,  as  requires  poor  persons  receiv- 

.    ing  Alms  to  wear  Badges. 

53.  Act  for  prevcniing  Frauds  relating  to  tbe 
Exportation  of  British  and  Irish  made  Malt 
from  one  part  of  tbe  United  Kingdom  to 
tbe  other. 

54.  Act  to  revive  and  continue,  until  the  35th 
day  of  March  1811,  an  act  of  the  d9ih  year 
of  his  present  Majesty,  for  the  more  effectual 
Encouragement  of  the  British  Fisheries. 

55.  Act  to  prohibit  the  Importation  of  Italian 
Silk  Crapes  and  Tifianies,  and  to  increase 
the  sliares  of  seixures  payable  to  officers  in 
respect  of  Foreign  wrought  Silks  and  foreign 
manufiictured  Leather  Gloves. 

56.  Act  to  explain  and  ameud  an  Act  passed  in 
the  last  Session  of  Parliament,  for  continuing 
and  making  perpetual  several  Duties  of  One 

'  Shilling  andSixpeooe  in  the  Pound,  repeided 
by  an  act  of  the  last  Session  of  Parliamenton 
CfiSlces  and  Employjoents  of  Pro6t,  and  on 
Annuities^  Pensions  and  Stipends. 

57  Act  to  revive  and  continue  until  the  S5tb 
day  of  March  1815,  an  Act  of  the  SSrd  year 
of  bis  present  Majesty,  for  the  more  effisctual 
Encouragement  of  (he  Manufacture  of  Flax 
and  Cotton  in  Great  Britain. 

5^.  Act  to  amend  several  Acts  for  the  Redemi^ 
lion  and  Sale  of  the  Land  Tax. 

5P.  Act  for  more  effectually  preventing  the 
Embexzlement  of  Money  or  Securities  for 
Money  belonging  to  tbe  Public,  by.  any  Col- 
lector, Receiver,  or  other  person  entrusted 
with  the  receipt,  care,  or  management 
4bcrebf.  r 

00.  Act  '£>r  pdmiuiof  tbe  BiportAlioa  (o 


Newfoundland  of  Foreign  Salt,  Dotj  free, 
from  the  Impoit  Warehouses  at  tbe  Port  of 
Bristol ;  and  for  rtpealing  so  much  of  an  Act 
of  the  last  Session  as  allows  Salt,  tbe  pro- 
duce of  any  part  of  Eurcme  South  of  Cape 
Finisterre,  to  be  shipped  in  anyr  Port  of 
Europe  direct  to  certain  Ports  to  North 
America. 

61.   Act    for  making  Sugar  and  Coliee,  of 

Guadaloupe,  Saint  Eustatia,  Saint   Martin, 

.  and  Saba,  liable  to  tbe  same  Duty  on  Imposw 

,  tation  as  Sugar  and  Coffee,  not  of  the  Bri* 

tish  Plantations. 

63.  Act  for  the  more  eflfectual  prevontioo  tS 
Smuggling  in  tbe  Isle  of  Man. 

63.  Act  to  enable  his  Majesty  to  autborice 
tha  Exportation  of  the  Machinery  uecesaarj 
for  erecting  a  Mint  in  ,the  Brazils. 

64.  Act  to  permit  the  removal  of  Goods» 
Wares,  and  Merchandise,  from  tbe  Port  m 
Great  Britain  where  first  warehoused,  to  any 
other  warehousing  Port  for  the  purpoae  at 
Exportation. 

65.  Act  for  uniting  the  Offices  of  Sorveyor 
General  of  tbe  Land  Revenues  of  the  Grown, 
and  Surveyor  General  of  his  Ma|eBCy*f 
Woods,  Forests,  Parks,  and  Chases. 

66.  Act  to  authorise  the  Judge  Advocate  G^ 
neral  to  send  and  receive  Letters  and 
Packets  free  from  the  Duty  of  Postage. 

67.  Act  for  the  better  Preservation  of  Heath 
Fowl  commonly  called  Black  Game,  in  the 
counties  of  Somerset  and  Devon. 

68.  Act  for  raising  the  sum  of  1,400,0001.  bv 
way  of  Annuities  for  the  service  of  Ireland. 

69.  Act  for  raising  tbe  sum  of  6.000,OOOA  by 
Exchequer  Bills,  for  tbe  service  of  Great 
Britain,  for  tbe  year  1810^ 

70.  Act  to  enable  the  Commissioners  of  his 
Majesty's  Treasury  to  iuue  Exchequer  Bills, 
on  tbe  Credit  of  such  Aids  or  Sap(>lies  as 
have  been  or  shall  be  granted  by  Parli^ 
meat  for  tbe  service  of  Great  Britain,  for  the 
year  1810. 

71.  Act  for  approoriating  Part  of  the  Surplus 
of  tlie  Stamp  Duties  granted  in  tbe  farty- 
eighth  your  of  bis  present  Majesty,  for  de> 
fraying  the  Charges  of  the  Loan  made  aad 
Stock  created  in  the  present  session  of  Par> 
liament. 

72.  Act  for  improving  and  completing  the 
Harbour  on  the  north  side  of  tbe  Hill  of 
Howth  near  Dublin,  and  rendering  it  a  it 
situation  for  his  Majesty's  Packets. 

73.  Act  to  alter,  explain,  and  amend  the  Laws 
now  in  force  respecting  the  Trade  of  Bakers, 
residing  out  of  the  City  of  London  or  tha 
Liberties  thereof,  or  beyond  ten  oulcs  of  the 
Royal  Exchange. 

74i  Act  to  grant  to  his  Migesty  eertain  nddi* 
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tional  Dotics  opon  Letten  and  Packctt  sent 
by  the  Po«t  within  Ireland. 

75.  Act  lo  grant  to  his  Mnjesty  an  additional 
Duly  on  Dwelling-Hou8«8  in  Ireland,  in  r^ 
•pect  of  the  Windows  or  LighU  therein. 

76.  Act  to  repeal  certain  Duties  under  the 
care  of  the  Commissioners  for  manoging  the 
Scamp  Duties  in  Irelaiid,  and  .to  grant  aeW 
and  additional  Duties,  and  to  amend  the 
Laws  relating  to  the  Stamp,  Duties  iu  Ire- 
land. 

77.  Act  for  un posing  additional  Duties  of 
Customs  on  certain  Species  of  Wood  im- 
ported into  Great  Britain. 

78.  Act  10  repeal  an  Act  made  in  the  fofty- 
seventh  year  of  his  present  Majesty,  for 
suppressing  Insurrection,  and  preventing  the 
Disturbances  of  the  Public  reaee  in  Ire* 
land. 

79.  Act  for  regulating  the  continuance  of  Li- 
cences for  distilling  Spirits  from  Sugar  in  the 
Lowlands  nf  Scotland. 

80.  Act  for  reviving  and  further  continuing 
until  the  35th  day  of  March,  1811,  seventl 
Laws  for  allowing  the  Importation  of  certain 
Fish  from  NewlbundUnd  and  the  coast  of 
Labrador,  and  of  certain  Fish  fmm  parts  of 
the  coast  of  his  Majesty's  North  American 
Colonies,  and  for  granting  Bounties  thereon. 

• 

81.  Act  to  continue  until  the  first  day  of  Au- 
gust, 1811,  certain  Acu  for  appointing  Com- 
missioners to  enquire  into  the  Fees,  Gratui- 
ties, Perquisites,  ,aiid  Emoluments  received 
in  several  Public  Offices  in  Ireland,  to  exa- 
mine into  any  Abuses  whiciv  may  eiist  in 
the  same,  and  into  the  mode  of  receiving, 
collecting,  issuing,  and  accounting  for  Public 
Money  in  Ireland. 

8S.  Act  to  amend  the  Laws  relative  to  the 
Sale  of  Flax  Seed  and  Hemp  Seed  in  Ire- 
land. 

83.  Act  to  repeal  several  Acts  respecting  the 
Woollen  Manufacture,  and  for  indemnifying 
persons  liable  to  any  penalty  for  having  acud 
contrary  thereto. 

84.  Act  for  aagmenting  Parochial  Stipends,  in 
certain  Cases,  in  Scotland. 

95.  Act  to  regulate  the  taking  of  Securities  in 
all  Offices,  in  respect  of  which  Security  ought 
to  be  given ;  and  for  avoiding  the  Grant  of 
all  sudi  Offices,  in  the  event  of  such  Secu- 
rity not  being  tiven  vrithin  a  time  to  be  li- 
mited after  w  Urant  of  such  Office. 

86.  Act  to  amend  two  Acts  passed  in  the 
thirty-ointh  and  forty-third  years  of  his  pre- 
sent MajestT,  for  regulating  the  manner  in 
which  the  EM  India  Company  shall  hire  and 
take  up  Ships. 

87.  Act  to  amend  two  Acts,  relating  to  the 
nkiDg  Mea  for  the  Service  of  the  East  India 


,  Company}  antj  the  Quartering  ond  Billectti^g 
such  Men ;  and  to  Trials  by  Regime nttd 
Courts  Martini. 

88.  Act  to  roukc  provisions  for  a  limited  time 
respecting  certain  Grants  of  Offices. 

89.  Act  for  defraying,  until  tlie  S5th  day  of 
March,  1811,  the  Charge  of  the  Pay  and 
Cloathing  of  the  Miiitia  of  Ireland,  and  for 
making  Allowances  in  certain  Cases  to  Siib- 
nltern  Otftcers  of  the  said  Miliiia^  during 
Peace. 

90.  Act  for  defrnylng  tho  Charge  of  the  Pay 
and  Clothing  Of.  the  Militia  and  Lobal  Mili- 
tia iu  Great  Britain  for  the  year  1810. 

91.  Act  to  revive  and  continue,  until  the  126th 
day  of  March,  1811,  and  amend  so  much  of 
an  Act  made  in  the  thirty-ninth  und  fortieth 
yenr  of  his  present  Majesty,  as  eiants  cer- 
tain Allownnces  to  Adjutants  and  Serjeant 
Majors  of  the  Militia  of  England  disembo- 
died under  an  Act  of  the  same  session  of 
Parliament. 

9S.  Act  for  making  Allowances  in  certain 
Casei  to  Subaltern  Officers  of  the  Militm  ia 
Gieat  Britain,  «»hile  disembodied. 

93.  Act  for  the  improving  and  completing  the 
Harbour  of  Hulylicad,  iu  the  Isle  of  Anglesea. 

94.  Act  for  eranting  to  his  Majeftty  aSum  of 
Money  to  be  raised  by  Lotteries. 

95.  Act  to  enable  the  Corporation  ft>r  pre- 
serving and  improving  the  Port  of  DnHlin,  to 
erect,  repair,  and  maintain  lightbonies 
round  the  Coasts  of  Ireland,  and  to  raise  a 
Pund  for  defraying  the  Charge  thereof. 

90.  Act  to  amend  an  Act  passed  in  this  ses* 
sion  of  Parliament,  intituled,  '  An  Act  Ibr 
'  increasing  the  Rates  of  Subsistence  to  be 
<  paid  to  Innkeepers  and  others,  oo  quarter^. 
'  mg  Soldiers.* 

97.  Act  to  continne  until  the  fif^h  day  of  July, 
1811,  and  to  amend  several  Acts  for  nmitt- 
ing  certain  Rates  and  Duties,  and  ror  aU 
lowing  certain  Drawbacks  and  Bounties  oa 
Goods,  Wares,  and  Merchandise  imported 
into  and  exported  from  Ireland ;  and  to  grant 
to  his  Majesty  until  the  said  fifth  day  of 
July,  1811,  certain  new  and  additional  Du- 
ties on  the  Importation,  and  to  allow  Draw* 
backs  on  the  Exportation  of  certain  Goods, 
Wares,  and  Merchandise  into  and  from  Ire- 
land. 

98.  Act  for  raisins  the  sum  of  916,000/.  by 
Treasury  Bills  for  the  service  of  Ireland  for 
the  year  1810. 

99.  Act  to  amend  the  several  Act!  lelatiog  to 
the  makiof  -of  Malt,  and  the  mnting  of 
Permits  and  Certificates,  and  the  Re^il»* 
tions  of  Braziers,  and  of  personi  enipleyiiif 
more  thas  one  Still  m  Iieiand. 
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100.  Ac%  for  rM|iHiiig  ccrtftin 

on  StilU  10  Ireland. 


Pm 


tmpoMd 


101.  Act  fur  confiroaing  an  Agreement  for  the 
Purchase  of  the  Prisa^  anid  Batlenige  of 
Wines  in  Ireland,  entered  into  by  the  Com- 
missioners of  his  Majesty's  Treasury  in  Ire- 
land^  and  the  ri^h't  boiMNiiable  Wallet  Earl 
of  Ormonde  and  Osaqry  and  his  Trotteea,  in 
pomance  of  an  Ace  made  in  the  iorty*^lith 
year  of  his  present  Maje^y'a  rei^o, 

lOt.  Act  for  the  more  effecCmitty  nrevendofi; 
the  adminitteriog  and  taking  of  unlawful 
Oaths  ID  Ireland  ;  and  for  ihe  protection  of 
Mag^raiei  and  Witnesses  in  cricnioal 
cases. 

103.  Act  for  itpealini^  the  several  lAm%  re- 
lating to  Privoos  ^n  Ireland,  and  for  re- 
cnaetiag  socb  of  the  provisions  thereof  as 
have  b<^  found  usefol,  with  Amendments. 

104.  Act  for  alteriotf  the  amooBi  ef  certain 
Duties  of  AssesteaTaaea  granted  by  an  Act 
passed  4n  tbe  forty«ei|btk  year  of  his  oKseat 
Majesty's  reign,  and  for  granting  to  bis  Itfa- 
jetty  certain  other  Duties  of  Assessed  Taxes 
Off  the  attidea  tbareia  mcBtiaiied . 

105.  Act  to  rttolate  the  manner  of  makiag 
Surcharges  of  the  Duties  of  Assessed  Taxes, 
and  of  the  Tax  oj^n  the  Prafita  arising  from 
property,  ProfossionS)  Trades^  and  06iGCB, 
and  for  amending  the  Acts  relating  to  the 
satd  Dotiea  rcbpectirftiy. 

406.  Act  for  regulachig  the  manner  of  asseas- 

ts|  Lftnda  in  certain   caaei  to  the  Dadea 

ansHSi  ffdm  the  Profits  of  Profierty,  Profos- 

.  siami^  Trades  aa^  Offioss,  and  for  giving  i«- 

fiaf  fran  the  said  Duties  on  oocashm  of 

■entioiied. 


UV«  Act  to  regulate  tlieEaanuBationBnd  Pay- 
.«ent  of  Assig^iMiitsfor  CloatJungof  hisMa- 
yMty^Foma. 

lOff.  Act  to  ftmeftcf  and  enlarge  the  powers  of 
an  Act  passed  in  the  second  year  of  his  pre- 
siHt  fifafestjr,  fbrtlie  eacwwrmeroet  of  the 
tWwncs  of  this  Kbigdom,  aad  the  pstitec* 

-  lioa  of  the  peffsoitt  enipioywl 


W9.  Act  to  continue  for  two  years,  and 
from  thence  until  the  end  of  the  ttien  next 
session  of  Parliament,  and  amend  an  Act 
made  in.  the  forty-seveatb  year  of  hiapreaent 
M^^ty,  for  the  preventing  improper  per- 
ioofc  from  htfiog  Anns  in  Irdaotf . 


110.  Aot  to  allose,  otttii  the  itst  ilat  of  Ao. 
gust,  1811,  the  btiaigi^  of  Coals,  Cuha  m 
Cmdcrs  to  London  and  Westminster  bj  Id- 
laud  Navigation. 

111.  Act  to  limictha  amoootof  Pendoafto 
be  grauted  out  of  the  Civil  List  of  Scotiaoi 

113.  Act  for  abrtdging  th«  Form  of  extTactis; 
Decrees  of  th^  CAurt  of  Session  in  Scotiaod, 
and  for  the  regnlatiiMi  of  certain  parts  of  the 
proceedings  of  th^  Court. 

113.  Act  for  enabling  Kif  Majesty  to  raise  ^ 
Sum  of  3,000,000/.  for  lt|e  service  of  Gmi 
Britain. 

114.  Act  for  grandng  to  his  Miyesty  a  Sam  of 
Money,  to  be  raised  bj  Ezcbeouer  Bills,  tod 
to  he  advanced  and  applied  in  the  oiaoner 
and  upon  the  terms  therein  maoiioned,  U 
the  relief  of  the  Uoffed  Compai^  of  Mer- 
chants of  England  trading  to  the  East  lodiei 

11$.  Act  for  granting  ta  his  Majesty  certsio 
•Sums  of  Money  out  of'  tbt  Coosojidatud 
Fund  of  Great  Britain,  and  for  appIyilr|ce^ 
cam  Monies  therein  aaenCJbned,  for  the  Ser- 
vice of  the  year  1810  ;  and  for  fuitherappn}* 
priatiiig  the  Supplies  granCed  in  this  mssiod 
.  of  ^rtiament. 

lltii.  Act  to  extend  and  aiaeod  the  term  ssrf 
provisions  of  an  Act  of  tba  chirty-niaih  sod 
fortieth  year  of  liis  present  Majesty,  for  die 
btfttev  Preservation  of  Timber  ia  ihs  Xnv 
Foresr,  in  the  County  of  Sootbamptoo,  sod 
for  ascertainiag  the  Bnitinriesof  ihe  fsid 
ForBst,.aodoftheLandiBof  the  Civwn  nkHn 
tlKsame. 

117.  Act  to  direct  that  Accoants  of  Increase 
and  Diminution  of  Public  Salaries^  PeasioBS, 
and  Allowances,  shall  be  annually  hud  before 
Parliament,  aad  to  regulate  and  cootroalthe 
ptinting  and  paying  of  such  Salaries,  Pen* 
iions,  and  Allowancss^ 

1 18.  Act  for  regplating  the  Offices  of  R^gistiw 
of  Admiralty  aad  Prise  Courts. 

119.  Act  for  further  amending  add  eolaipH 
the  powers  of  an  Act  of  the  for^-sixth  yesr 
of  his  present  Majesty,  for  consuiidarin^  siid 

'   rendenogmoreeiecioalthrsevaal  Acts  (be 

the  if^orchase  of  Baildings,  and  forther  Itor 

.provement  of  the  Streets  and  Places  near  19 

Westminster  Hall  and  the  two  Houses  oi 

Ptelianeot. 
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FuuT  Report  from  the  Select  Committee  qn  PRocEEorKos  relative 
TO  Sir  Francis  BuROErr. — Ordered,   by  the  House  of  Commons^  to  be 
nth  Me^  ISIO. 

the  Serjeant^  on  account  of  what  was  don« 
by  them  respectiyely  in  obedience  to  the 
order  of  the  House ;  and  for  the  purpose 
of  bringing  into  quention^  before  a  court 
of  1aw«  the  legality  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  House  in  ordering  the  commitment  of 
sir  -  F.  Burdett,  and  of  the  conduct  of  the 
Speaker,  and  the  Serjeant,  in  obedience  to 
that  order. 

I.— -Your  Committee,  not^  in  conse- 
quence of  any  doubt  upon  the  question  so 
intended  to  be  raised,  but  for  the  purposa 
of  collecting  into  one  view  such  prece* 
dents  of  the  proceedings  of  the  House 
upon  cases  of  breach  of  privilege  as  might 
afford  light  upon  this  important  subject, 
have  in  the  first  place  examined  the  jour* 
nals,  with  relation  to  the  practice  of  the 
House  in  commitment  of  persons,  whether 
members  or  others,  for  breaches  of  pri- 
vilege, by  offensive  words  or  writings  de- 
rogatory to  the  honour  and  character  of 
the  House,  or  of  any  of  its  members;  and 
they  have  found  numerous  instances,  iq 
the  history  of  parliament,  so  far  as  the 
journals  extend,  of  the  frequent,  uniform, 
and  uninterrupted  practice  of  the  House 
of  Commons  to  commit  to  different  cu«* 
todies,  persons  whom  they  have  ailjudged 
guilty  of  a  breach  of  their  priTileges  hf 
so  offending. 

The  statement  of  these  precedents, 
which  establish  the  law  of  parliament 
upon  this  point  by  the  usage  of  parlia- 
ment :  the  utility  of  such  law,  and  tha 
necessity  which  exists  for  its  continuance, 
in  order  to  maintain  the  dignity  and  in« 
dependence  of  the  House  of  Commons  \ 
its  analogy  to  the  acknowledged  powera 
of  courts  of  justice,  and  the  recognition  of 
such  right  in  various  instances,  by  leral 
authorities,  by  judicial  decisions,  and  by 
the  other  branch  of  the  legislature;  as 
well  as  the  invariable  assertion  and  main* 
tenance  of  it  by  the  House  of  Commons, 
are  topics  which  may  be  reserved  for  a 
further  Report.  And  although  there  are 
some  instances  in  which  the  House  has 
thought  proper  to  direct  prosecutions  for 
such  offences,  yet  the  Committee  confi* 
dently  ststa  that  the  more  frequent  prtc- 
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The  SftLXCT  CoMMiTTXB  appointed  to 
consider  of  the  Proceedings  had,  and 
to  be  had,  with  reference  to  the  se* 
▼eral  Papers  signed  "  Francis  Bur- 
dett:"— the  ContenU  of  which  re- 
lated to  his  being  apprehended  and 
committed  to  the  Tower  of  London, 
and  which  Papers  were  communi- 
cated to  the  House,  by  Mr.  Speaker, 
upon  the  13th  and  i7thdays  of  April 
last;— ^nd  to  report  such  facts,  as 
they  may  think  necessary,  together 
with  their  opinion  thereupon,  from 
time  to  time,  to  the  House ; — ^And  to 
whom  the  matters  stated  by  the  Ser- 
jeant at  Arms  attending  the  House, 
and  the  Process  served  upon  him  in 
an  Action  at  Law  by  Sir  Francis  Bur- 
dett ;«— and  also  the  Summons  served 
on  Mr.  Speaker,  and  the  Notice  of 
Declaration  delivered  to  the  Serjeant 
at  Arms,  at  the  Suit  of  the  said  Sir 
Francis  Burdett ;  were  referred  ;~— 
Have,  pursuant  to  the  Orders  of  the 
House,  with  all  dispatch,  considered 
the  Matters  referred  tu  them;  and 
have  agreed  to  the  following  Repokt. 

It  appears  to  your  Committee,  after  re- 
ferring to  the  oraer  of  the  House  of  the 
5th  day  of  April  last,  for  the  commitment 
of  sir  rrancis  Burdett  to  the  Tower ;  the 
warrants  of  the  Speaker  for  that  purpose ; 
the  letter  of  sir  F.  Burdett  to  the  Speaker, 
dated  the  17th day  of  April  last;  the  Re- 
port and  examination  off  the  Serjeant  at 
Arms,  touching  his  proceedings  in  the  ex- 
ecution of  such  warrants  ;  the  notices  to 
the  Speaker  referred  to  your  Committee ; 
the  demand  made  upon  the  Serjeant  at 
Arms  of  a  copy  of^  the  warrant  under 
which  he  arrested  sir  Francis  Burdett ; 
the  writ  served  upon  the  Serjeant,  and  the 
summons  served  upon  the  Speaker,  and 
the  notice  of  declaration  filed  against  the 
Serjeant;  which  said  notices,  demand, 
writ  and  summons,  are  all  at  the  suit  or  on 
behalf  of  the  said  sir  F.  Burdett,  and  all 
t^r  the  name  of  the  same  v>licitor,  John 
Ellis;— That  the  said  proceedings  have 
been  brought  against  tha  Speaker,  and 
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tice  of  the  House,  at  all  times,  has  been 
to  vindicate  its  own  privileges  by  its  own 
authority. 

2. — The  subject  which  appears  to  your 
Committee  to  press  most  urgently  for  an 
immediate  ft^port,  is.  The  state  of  the 
law  and  the  practice  of  the  House  in  cases 
either  of  criminal  prosecution  or  civil  ac- 
tion against  any  of  its  members,  for  any 
.thing  spoken  or  done  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons ;  or  for  any  proceeding  against  any 
of  its  officers  or  other  persons  acting  under 
its  authority. 

The  principal  instances  to  be  found 
under  this  bead  arose  out  of  those  proceed- 
ings which,  in  the  time  of  Charles  1, 
Charles  2,  and  James  2,  were  instituted  by 
the  officers  of  the  crown,  in  derogation  of 
the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  Commons 
of  England.  Those  proceedings  were  re- 
sisted, and  resented  by  the  House  of  Com- 
mons ;  were  condemned  by  the  whole  le- 
gislature, as  utterly  and  directly  contrary 
to  the  known  laws  and  statutes  and  free- 
dom of  this  realm  ;  and  led  directly  to 
the  declaration  of  the  Bill  of  Rights, 
That  the  freedom  of  speech,  and  debates 
or  proceedings  in  parliament,  ought  not 
to  be  impeaclied  or  questioned  in  any 
court  or  place  out  of  parliament  ;"— 
and  your  Committee  have  no  hesitation  in 
0tating,  that  this  article  in  the  Bill  of 
Rights  extends  as  clearly  to  actions  or  in- 
dictments brought  or  prosecutions  by  in- 
dividuals,  as  to  informations  or  other  pro- 
ceedings directly  instituted  by  the  autho- 
ffity  of  the  crown. 

.  The  law  of  parliament  on  this  subject, 
so  far  as  relates  to  words  spoken  in  par- 
liament, was  legislatively  declared  in  a 
statute  to  be  found  in  the  parliament  roll 
of  the  4th  of  Henry  8:  By  that  act,  the 
rights,  and  privileges  of  free  speech  in 
parliament  are  established,  and  a  special 
action  is  given  in  favour  of  the  party  in- 
j.ured  by  any  action  brought  against  him 
for  words  spoken  in  parliament.  And, 
from  this  statute,  it  appears  that  parlia- 
ment at  that  time,  when  the  case  occurred 
If  hich  seemed  to  shew  the  expediency  of 
legislative  provision  to  give  fuller  force 
and  protection  to  its  privileges,  made  it 
the  subject  of  such  provision. 

In  the  ^th  of  Charles  1,  an  information 
was  filed  against  sir  J.  Elliot,  Denzel 
Holies,  esq.  and  Benjamin  Valentine,  for 
their  speeches  and  conduct  in  the  House 
of  Commons ;  judgment  was  given  against 
ihem  in  the  King's  bench,  they  were  sen- 
Itocod  toimprisoament,  and  wero  fined  : 


In  the  parliament  which  met  in  I04O  the 
House  of  Commons,  after  <&  Report  made 
of  the  state  of  the  cases  of  Mr.  Holies  and 
the  rest  of  the  imprisoned  members,  ia 
the  3d  of  Charles,  came  to  several  resolu- 
tions ;  by  which  they  resolved,  That  these 
proceeding*}  were  agtiinst  the  lavr  and  pn« 
vilege  of  parliament;  and  condemned  the 
authors  and  actors  in  ^hem  as  persons 
guilty  of  a  breach  of  the  privifege  of  par- 
liament. 2  Com.  Jour.  July  6  and  d, 
]  6  M .     State  Trials,  vol.  7  p.  242. 

In  the  reign  of  Charles  2,  these  pro- 
ceedings were  again  taken  into  considera- 
tion ;  and  the  House  of  Commons  came 
to  several  resolutions.  On  the  I2th  c( 
November,  1667,  they  resolved.  That  the 
act  of  Parliament  in  the  4th  year  of  the 
reign  of  Henry  8,  above  referre*!  to,  is  a 
declaratory  law  of  the  ancient  and  neces- 
sary rights  and  privileges  of  Parliament 
On  the  23  rd  of  November,  1667,  ihey  re^ 
solved.  That  the  Judgment  above  referred 
to. against  sir  J.  Elliot,  D.  Holies,  and  fi. 
Valentine,  esquires,  in  the  King's  Bench, 
was  an  illegal  Judgment ;  and  on  the  7th 
of  December,  1667,  they  desired  the  con- 
currence of  the  Lords.  The  Lords  on  the 
12th  of  December  agreed  with  the  Com- 
mons in  these  rotes. 

Your  Committee  next  refer  to  the  cast 
of  sir  William  Williams;  the'detail  of 
which  they  proceed  to  insert  from  the  Re- 
port of  a  mrmer  Committee  of  this  House. 

'  The  case  of  sir  William  Williams, 
'  against  whom  after  the  dissolution  of  the 

*  Parliament  held  at  Oxford,  an  inform  a  > 

*  tion  was  brought  by  the  Attorney  Geue- 
'  rul,  in  the  King's  Bench,  in  Trin.  Term, 
'  36  Car.  2,  for  a  misdemeanor,  for  having 
'  printed  the  information  against  Thomas 
'  Dangerfield,  which  he  had  ordered  to  be 

*  printed  when  he  was  Speaker,  by  Order 
'  of  the  House.  Judgment  passed  agaiost 
'him  on  this  information  in  the  second 
'  year  of  king  James  the  2nd.  This  pro- 
'  ceeding  the  Convention  Parliament  deem- 
<  ed  so  great  a  grievance,  and  so  high  an 
'  infringement  of  the  rights  of  Parliament, 
'  that  it  appears  to  your  Committee  to  be 
'  the  principal,  if  not  the  sole,  object  of 
'  the  nrst  part  of  the  eighth  head  of  the 
'  means  used  by  king  James  to  subvert 
'  the  laws  and  liberties  of  this  kingdom,  u 
'  set  forth  in  the  declaration  of  the  two 
'  Houses  ;  which  will  appear  evident  from 
'  the  account  given  in  the  Journal,  )>th 
'  February',  1688,  of  the  forming  of  thai 
'  declaration  J  the  eighth  head  of  which 
'  was  at  first  conceived  in  theie  words; 
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King  a  Bench,  for  matters  and  causes 
cognizable  only  in  Parliament,  and  by 
diversoiherarbitrary  and  illegal  courses/' 
February  11,  1688.  "To  this  article 
the  Lords  disagreed  ;  and  gave  for  a 
*'  reason.  Because  they  do  not  fully  ap- 
prehend what  is  meant  by  it,  nor  what 
instances  there  liavc  been  of  it ;  which 
therefore  they  desire  may  be  explained, 
"  if  the  House  shall  think  fit  to  insist  fur- 
«'  tber  on  it." 

February  12,  1C88.  "The  House  dis- 
agree with  the  Lords  in  their  amend- 
ment of  leaving  out  the  eigblh  article. 
''  But  in  respect  of  the  liberty  given  by 
"  the  Lords  in  explaining  that  matter; 
"  Resolved,  That  the  words  do  stand  in 
"  this  manner :  B}"^  prosecutions  in  the 
''  court  of  King's  Bench  for  matters  and 
^'  causes  .cognizable  only  in  Parliament, 
"  and  by  divers  other  arbitrary  and  illegal 
"  courses."  •  By  which  amendment  your 
'  Committee  observes,  that  the  House 
f  adapted  the  article  more  correctly  to  the 
'  case  they  had  in  view ;   for  the  informa- 

*  tion  was  filed  in  king  Charles  the  2nd's 

*  time ;   but  the  prosecution  was  carried 

*  on,  and  judgment  obtained,  in  the  second 
'  year  of  king  James.' 

'  That  the  meaning  of  the  House  should 
'  be  made  more  evident  to  the  Lords,  the 
'  House  ordered.  "  That  sir  William  Wil- 
**  Hams  be  added  to  the  managers  of  the 
*'  conference;"  and  «r  William  Williams 
'  the  same  day  reports  the  conference 
'  with  the  Lords  ;  and;  "  That  their  lord- 
"  ships  had  adopted  the  article  in  the 
«'  words  as  amended  by  the  Commons." 
'  And  corresponding  to  this  article  of 
'  grievanca,  is  the  assertion  of  the  right  of 
'  the  subject  in  the  ninth  article  of  the  de* 
'  claratory  part  of  the  bill  of  rights ;  viz. 
•*  That  the  freedom  and  debates  or  pro- 
''  ceedinffs  in  parliament,  ought  not  to  be 
«*  impeached  or  questioned  in  any  court  or 
"  place  out  of  Parliament." 

'To  which  may  be  added,  the  latter 
'  part  of  the  sixtti  resolution  of  the  excep- 
'  tions  to  be  made  in  the  Bill  of  Indem- 
'  nity^  Journal,  vol.  x.  p.  146,  wherein, 
'  after  reciting  the  surrender  of  charters, 
'  and  the  violating  the  rights  and  freedoms 
'  of  elections,  &c.  it  proceeds  in  these 
*  words;  "  And  the  questioning  the  pro- 
"  ceedings  of  Parliament,  out  of  Parlia- 
"  ment,  by  declarations,  informations  or 
^otherwise,  are  crimes  for  which  some 
"  pers9na  may  be  justly  excepted  out  of 
"  lb*  Bill  of  Indemnity." 
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On  the  1 1th  of  June,  1689^  the  House 
ordered,  "  That  the  Records  of  the  Court 
"  of  KingV  Bench,  relating  to  the  pro- 
"  ceedings  against  William  Williams,  esq. 
"  now  sir  VVilliam  Williams,  knight  and. 
baronet,  late  Speaker  of  this  House,  be 
brought  into  this  House,  by  the  Custos 
Brevium  of  the  said  court,  on  Thursday 
"  morning  next." 

On  the  12ih  of  July,  "  the  Record  was 
"  read  ;  and  the  House  thereupon  resolv* 
"  ed>  That  the  Judgment  given  in  the 
court  of  Kin^s  Bench,  in  Easter  Term 
2  Jac.  2,  agamst  William  Williams,  esq. 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons  in  th« 
"  Parliament  held  at  Westminster,  25th 
"  October,  32  Car.  2.  for  matter  done  by 
"  Order  of  the  House  of  Commons,  and  at 
"  Speaker  thereof,  is  an  illegal  Judgment, 
"  and  against  the  freedom  of  Parliament. 
"  Resolved,  That  a  Bill  be  brought  in 
"  to  reverse  the  said  Judgment." 

'  This  bill  was  twice  read,  but  went  no 
'  further  in  that  session :'— >A  simitar  bill 
was  in  the  following  session  ordered  to  be 
brought  in ;  and  a  third  bill  passed  the 
Commons  in  1695,  and  was  sent  up  to  tho 
House  of  Lords,  but  did  not  proceed  there 
to  a  second  reading. 

It  appears  further,  that  on  the  4th  of 
June,  1689,  "  a  petition  of  John  Topham, 
"  esq 4  was  read  ;  setting  forth.  That  he, 
"  bemg  a  Serjeant  at  arms,  and  attending 
"  the  House  in  the  years  1679  and  1680, 
"  when  several  Orders  were  made,  and  di- 
"  rected  to  the  petitioner,  for  the  taking 
"  into  his  custody  the  several  persons  or 
"  sir  Charles  Neal,  &c.  &c.and  others^  for 
"  several  misdemeanors  by  them  com- 
"  mitted  in  breach  of  the  privilege  of  the 
"  House ;  and  after  that  the  Commons 
"  were  dissolved,  the  said  persons  being 
"  resolved  to  ruin  the  petitioner,  did,  itt 
Hilary  Term,  the  33rd  or  34th  of  king 
Charles,  sue  the  petitioner  in  the  King's 
"  Bench  in  several  actions  of  trespass,  bat- 
"  tery  and  false  imprisonment,  for  taking 
"  ana  detaining  them  as  aforesaid :  to 
"  which  actions  the  petitioner  pleaded  to 
"the  jurisdiction  of  the  court,  the  said 
"  several  Orders ;  but  such  his  plea  waa 
"  over-ruled  ;  the  then  judges  ruling  the 
''  petitioner  to  plead  in  chiel^  and  there- 
"  upon  he  pleaded  the  Orders  in  bar  to 
"  the  actions:  notwithstaodingwliich'ple^ 
"  and  Orders/ the  then  judges  gave  judg. 
"  ment  against  him,  &c." 
"  Upon  the  Report  from  the  Committee 
of  Privileges  and  Elections,  to  whom 
this  petition  of  J.  Topham  was  referred. 
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'« the  HoQse  resolved.  That  thh  House 
"  doth  agree  with  the  Committee,  That 
'^  the  judgment  given  by  the  court  of 
*'  King's  Bench,  :&»ter  Term,  34  Car.  2, 
"  regis,  upon  the  plea  of  John  Topham,  at 
'*  the  suit  of  John  Jay,  to  the  jurisdiction 
^  of  that  court ;  and  also  the  judgments 
"given  against  the  said  Mr.  Topham,  at 
"  the  suit  of  Samuel  Verdon,  &c.  are  ille- 
*'  gal,  and  a  violation  of  the  privileges  of 
"  Parliament,  and  pernicious  to  the  rights 
•*  of  Parliament/'  Whereupon  it  was  or- 
dered, "  That  sir  Francis  Pemberton,  sir 
"  Thomas  Jones,,  and  sir  Francis  Wythens, 
"  do  attend  this  House  on  Wednesday 
'♦  morning  next." 

•'In  consequence  of  this  Order,  sir 
**  Francis  Pemberton  and  sir  Tho.  Jones, 
*'  who  had  been  two  of  the  judges  of  the 
"  court  of  King's  Bench  at  the  time  when 
*'  the  judgment  was  passed,  were  heard 
'*  in  their  defence  ;  and  afterwards  com- 
'•  mitted  to  the  serjeant  at  arms,  for  their 
••  breach  of  the  privileges  of  this  Hou^e, 
•''by  giving  judgment  to  over-rule  the 
"  plea  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court  of 
"  King's  Bench." 

Your  Committee  think  it  proper  to 
state.  That  sir  Francis  Pemberton  and  sir 
Thomas  Jones,  in  defending  themselves  at 
the  bar  of  this  House  for  their  conduct  in 
over- ruling  the  plea  to  their  jurisdiction 
in  the  actions  of  Jay  v.  Topham,  &c.  de- 
fended the  judgment  they  had  given,  by 
renting  upon  the  nature  of  the  pleading, 
and  not  by  denying  the  jurisdiction  or 
authority  of  this  House  ;  and  sir  Francis 
Pemberton  expressly  admitted,  that  for 
any  thing  transacted  in  this  House,  no 
other  court  had  any  jurisdiction  to  hear 
and  determine  it. 

Your  Committee  in  the  next  place  think 
it  expedient  to  state  to  the  House,  that 
there  are  various  instances  in  which  per- 
sons committed  by  the  Mouse  of  Commons 
have  been  brougnt  up  by  Habeas  Corpus 
before  the  judges  and  courts  of  common 
law ;  and  in  these  cases,  upon  its  appear- 
ing by  the.  return  to  tlie  Habeas  Corpus 
that  they  were  committed  under  the 
Speaker'ft  warrant,  they  have  been  invaria- 
bly remanded. 

3. — Having  stated  these  instances  of  the 
manner  in  which  the  acts  and  commit- 
inents  of  this  House  have  been  brought 
into  judgment  in  other  Courts,  and  the 
consequences  of  such  proceedings ;  Your 
Committee  further  think  it  proper,  and  in 
tome  degree  connected  with  this  subject,  to 
advert  to  the  course  which  was  adopted 


for  staying  procei^diDgs  in  suits  brongbc 
against  members  and  their  serTantai^  wiitl^^ 
they  were  protected  fr^  such  snits  ^ariii^ 
the  sitting  of  parliament. 

The  roll  of  parliament  8  Ed.  2.  afibfd> 
the  earliest  trace  which  your  Commiuee 
has  found  upon  this  subject.*  It  is  a  writ 
from .  the  King  confirmatory  of  the  privi- 
lege of  being  free  from  suits  in  time  of 
parliament,  and  is  in  the  following  words  : 
'•  Rex  mandavit  justiciaries  snis  ad  awiaai 
jurat :  &c.  capiend.  assignat :  quod  sop^ 
sedeant  captioni  corandem  ubi  comites  ba^ 
rones  et  alii  sommonati  ad  parl'regis  sunt 
partes  quamdiu  dictum  parliametitam  do- 
raverit." 

There  have  been  various  modes  of  pro- 
ceeding to    enforce  this   privilege.       In 
Dewes's  journal,  p.  436.  31  EKx.  1388 — 
1589,  Friday  2lst  of  February,  yoor  Com- 
mittee find  the  following  entry  :  *<  Upon 
*'  a  Motion    made  by  Mr.   Harris,   that 
"  divers  members  of  this  House   having 
"  writs  of  Nisi  prius  brought  against  them, 
"  to   be  tried  at  the  assizes  in   sundry 
'*  places  of  this  realm  to  be  holden  aoil 
"  kept  in  the  circuits  of  this  present  vaca- 
"  tion,  and  that  writs  of  supersedeas  might 
"  be  awarded  in  those  cases  in  respect  of 
the  privilege  of  this  House  doe  sind  ap- 
pertaining to  the  members  of  the  same; 
It  is  agreed,  that  those  of  this  House 
"  which  shall  have  occasion   to  require 
"  such  benefit  of  privilege  in  that  behaJf, 
"  may  repair  unto  Mr.  Speaker*  to  de- 
''  clare  unto  him  the  state  of  their  cases, 
"  and  that  he,  upon  his  discretion  (if  the 
"  cases  shall  so  require)  may  direct  the 
"  warrant  of  this  House  to  the  lord  chan- 
cellor of  England,  for  the  awarding  of 
such  writs  of  supersedeas  accsrdingly." 
But  the  House  used  to  stay  also  pro* 
ceedings  by  its  own  authority ;    some- 
times by  sending  the  Serjsant  at  Arms  to 
deliver  the  person  arrested  out  of  custody ; 
and  sometimes  by  letter  from  the  Speaker 
te  the  judges  before  whom  the  cause  was 
to  be  tried.     Of  this  latter  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding, your  Committee  find  many  in- 
stances previous  to  the  Sd  of  Charles  I. 
Your  Committee  find  a  decision  f  against 
the  authority  of  such  a  letter,  in  the  court 
of  King's  bench,  which  is  reported  in  the 
marg.  of  Dyer's  Reports,   p.  60  and  in 
Latch,  pp.  48  &  1 50.    And  shortly  after 
the  refusal  by  the  court  of  King's  bench 
to  notice  this  letter  from  the  Speaker,  the 

♦  4.  Co.  Inst.  2*. 

t  Hodges  T.  Moor»  Trla.  S  Car.  t. 
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Itorlmment  wts  diswlTed.  There  ere, 
howeTer,  many  other  iostences  of  this 
course  of  proceeding  after  the  restoration, 
and  in  the  instance  of  lord  Newburgh 
(25  Febrnary  1609)  the  House  ordered  the 
proceedings  to  outlawry  to  be  staid  daring 
the  sessions,  and  the  record  of  the  exigents 
to  be  vacated  and  taken  off  the  file.  iz. 
Com.  Jovr.  p.  1220. 

The  last  instance  which  your  Commit- 
tee find  of  such  letters  baring  been 
written,  occurs  in  the  lord  Bulkeley's  case 
Ix.  Com.  Jour.  p.  537.]  in  1091,  in 
which  the  Speaker  is  directed  to  write 
a  letter  to  the  Prothonotary  that  he  do 
not  make  out,  and  to  the  sheriff  of  the 
county  of  Pembroke  that  he  do  not  exe- 
cute any  writ,  whereby  the  lord  Bui- 
keley's  possessions  may  be  disturbed,  until 
^r.  Speaker  shall  have  examined  and  re- 

Eortea  the  matter  to  the  House,  and  this 
louse  take  further  order  thereon.  By 
the  12  &  13  W.  3.  c.  3.  this  privilege  was 
curtailed;  and  further  by  Stat.  Q  k,  S 
Ann;  c.  18.— 1 1  Geo.  2.  c.  24.«— 10  Geo. 
3.  c.  50. 

Lord  chief  justice  De  Grey  says  in 
Crosby's  case, ''  If  a  member  was  arrested 
"  before  the  12  &  13  W.  3.  the  method 
^  in  Westminster  hall  was  to  discharge 
"  hhn  by  writ  of  privilege  under  the 
"  great  seal,  which  was  in  the  nature  of  a 
"  supersedeas  to  the  proceeding.  The 
*'  statute  of  William  has  now  altered  this, 
"  and  there  is  no  necessity  to  plead  the 
"  privilege  of  a  member  of  parliament." 
All  these  acts  merely  apply  to  proceed- 
ings against  members  in  respect  of  their 
debts  and  actions  as  individuals,  and  not 
in  respect  of  their  conduct  as  members  of 
parliament;  and  therefore  they  do  not 
in  any  way  abridge  the  ancient  law  and 
privilege  of  parliament  so  far  as  they  re- 
spect the  freedom  and  conduct  of  members 
of  parliament  as  such,  or  the  protection 


whieh  the  House  may  give  to  persons 
acting  under  its  authority. 

4.— Upon  the  whole,  it  appears  to  your 
Committee,  that  the  bringing  tnese 
actions  against  the  Speaker^  and  the  Ser- 
jeant, for  acts  done  in  obedience  to  the 
orders  of  this  House,  is  a  breach  of  privi- 
,  leges  of  this  House* 

And  it  appears,  that  in  the  several  in- 
stances of  actions  commenced  in  breach 
of  the  privileges  of  this  House,  the  House 
has  proceeded  by  commitment,  not  only 
against  the  party,  but  against  the  solicitor 
and  other  persons  concerned  in  bringing 
such  actions ;  but  your  Committee  think 
it  right  to  observe,  that  the  commitment 
of  such  party,  solicitor,  or  other  persons, 
would  not  necessarily  stop  theproceedings 
in  such  action. 

That  as  the  particular  ground  of  action 
does  not  necessarily  appear  upon  the  writ 
or  upon  the  declaration,  the  court  before 
which  such  action  is  brought  cannot  stay 
the  suit  or  give  judgment  against  the 
plaintiff,  till  it  is  informed  by  due  course 
of  legal  proceeding  that  such  action  is 
brought  for  a  thing  done  by  order  of  the 
House. 

And  it  therefore  appears  to  your  Com« 
mittee,  that  even  though  the  House  should 
think  fit  to  commit  the  solicitor  or  other 
person  concerned  in  commencing  these 
actions ;  yet  it  will  still  be  expedient  that 
the  House  should  give  leave  tp^the  Speaker 
and  the  Serjeant  to  appear  to  the  said 
actions,  and  to  plead  to  the  same ;  for  the 
purpose  of  bringing  ander  the  knowledge  of 
the  court,  the  authoriiy  under  which  they 
acted;  and  if  the  House  should  agree 
with  that  opinion,  your  Committee  sub- 
mits to  the  House,  whether  it  would  not  be 
proper  that  directions  should  be  given 
by  this  House,  for  defending  the  Speaker 
and  the  Serjeant^  against  the  said  actions. 


Second  Report  from  the  Select  Committee  on  Procebdinos  relativr 
TO  Sir  Francis  Burdett. — Ordered,  by  the  House  of  Comnums,  to  b€ 
printed y  [as  amended  on  Re^commitment]  1 5th  June  1810. 


The  Select  CoMHims  appointed  to 
consider  of  the  Proceedings  had*  a^nd 
to  be  had,  with  reference  to  the  se- 
veral Pipers  signed  "  Francis  Bur- 
dett ;" — the  Contents  of  which  relat- 
ed to  his  being  apprehended  and  com- 
mitted to  the  Tower  of  London,  and 
which  Papers  were  communicated  to 


the  Hou^,  by  Mr.  Speaker,  upon  the 
13th  and  17th  days  of  Apri Mast; — 
and  to  report  such  Facts,  as  they 
may  tiiink  necessary,  tiigether  with 
their  Opinion  thereupon,  from  time  to 
time,  to  the  House  ;  —And  to  whom 
the  matters  stated  by  the  Serjeant  at 
Arms  attending  the  R6use,  and  the 
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1.  An  Act  forcontiooiQg  to  bis  Majesty  ceru'io 
duties  on  Malt,  Sugar,  Tobacco,  and  Snuif, 
in  Great  Britain ;  and  on  Pension^  OHices, 
and  Personal  Eslates  in  Eaj^land ;  for  tb« 
service  of  tb^  jrear  1810. 

9.  Apt  for  raisine  the  sum  of  10,500,000/.  by 
Excliequer  Bilk,  for  tbc  service  of  Grtat 
Britain  for  the  year  1810. 

S,  Act  for  raising  tht  sum  of  1,500,000/.  by 
Exchequer  BiiTs,  for  the  service  of  Great 
Britain,  for  the  year  1810. 

4.  Act  to  indemnify  such  persons  in  the  United 
Kingdom  as  have  omitted  to  qualify  them- 
selves for  Offices  and  Employmenu,  and  for 
extending  the  times  limited  for  those  pur* 
Doses  respectively,  until  the  25ih  day  of 
March  1811;  and  to  permit  such  persons 
in  Great  Britain  as  hnve  omitted  to  make 

'  and  file  Affidavits  of  the  Execution  of  In* 
dentures  of  Clerks  to  Attorneys  and  Solici- 
tors, to  make  and  file  the  same  on  or  before 
the  1st  day  of  Hilary  Term  1811. 

5.  Act  to  prohibit  the  Distillation  of  SpiriU 
from  Corn  or  Q\  nin  in  Great  Hrit4in  for  a 
limited  time;   and  to  continue,  until  four 

'  fiionths  after  the  expiration  of  such  prohibi- 
tion, an  act  of  the  iasi  session  of  paclinment, 
to  suspend  the  Importation  of  British  or  Irt&h- 
made  Spirits  into  Great  Britain  or  lietand 
respectively. 

.6.  Act  to  enable  bis  royal  bighness  George 
Prince  of  Wales,  to  ^rant  leases  of  ci^r: am 
lands  and  premises  called  Prince^  Mea- 
doivs,  m  the  parish  of  Lambeth,  in  the  coun- 
ty of  Surrey,  iisrcei  of  his  said  royal  bigho 
ness's  Dachy  of  CornwoH,  for  the  purpose  of 
building  thereon. 

T.  Act  for  punishing  Mutiny  and  Desertion  ; 
and  for  the  better  payment  of  the  Army  and 
their  Quarters. 

6.  Act  fur  settling  and  securing  a  certain  an. 
nuity  on  Viscount  Wellington  and  the  two 
next  persons  to  whom  the  title  of  Viscount 
>yel)ington  shall  descend,  in  consideration  of 
his  eminent  services. 

« 

9 1  Act  to  continue,  an  til  the  S5lh  day  of  March 
1811,  so  much  of  an  Act  of  the  47th  year  of 
majesty,  as  allows  a  Bounty  on  British  Plan- 
tation Raw  Sugar  exported. 

iO.  Act  for  making  perpetual  certain  of  the 
'  Provisions  of  an  Act  of  the  fifth  year  of  King 
George  the  first,  for  preventing  the  clandes- 
tine running  of  uacostomed  Goods,  and  for 
prcKUtiog  Fraads  selatiiig  to  the  Cuatoms. 


U.  Act  to  contasttt,  antil  the  95th  daj  of 
March  1815,  several  Laws  relating  to  the 
encoaragemtnt  of  the'  Greenland  \Vbale 
Fisheries. 

IS.  Act  to  continue,  until  the  twenty-Sftfa  ilav 
of  March  1813,  an  Act  nade  in  tbe  Ibfty  aimin 
year  of  his  present  Majesty,  for  penoi.tieg 
tho  Importation  of  Mast^,  Yards,  oov»prit^ 
and  Tim  her  lor  Naval  Purposes  from  tbs 
British  Colonies  in  North  Anaerica,  dotj 
free. 

15.  Act  to  continue  an  Act,  made  in  the  forty- 
foorth  year  of  his  present  Majesty,  for  per- 
mitting the  Exportation  of  Salt  from  the  port 
of  Nassau  in  the  Island  of  New  ProvideAoe» 
.the  port  of  £xuma  and  the  port  of  Crooked 
Island  in  the  Bahaiaa  Islands,  in  Anaericaa 
ships  cofping  in  ballaft ;  and  to  amend  aad 
contioue  an  Act  raadain  the  forty-eighth 
year  of  his  present  Majesty,  for  pern^ittiog 
Sugar  and  Coffee  to  be  exported  iroio  his  Ma- 
J88ty*s  Colonies  or  Plantations  to  any  Port  ia 
Europe  (o  the  Southward  of  Cape  Finisterre, 
and  Corn  to  be  imported  from  such  Port,  and 
from  the  Coast  of  Africa,  into  the  9aid  Cola* 
fk\^  and  plantations,  unul  the  tweoiy-fifth 
d{^  of  March  18ia. 

14.  Act  for  iho  regulailtm  ef  his  raajesCy's 
Ruyal  Marine  Foras  wbile  oa  aliore. 

15«  Aot  to  graixt  to  his  lUEaiesty  DatiM  Tipua 
Spirits  made  or  diuiUea  in  Ireland  from 
C>rni  to  allow  certain  drawbacks  on  the 
Exportation  thereof;  to  make  further  regu- 
lations for  the  encouragement  of  License 
Bistittevs;  and  for  amending'  the  laws  rela- 
ting to  the  Distillery  in  Ireland.* 

16.  Act  for  further  continuing,  until  the  twenty- 
fifth  day  of  March  1811,  an  act  of  the  forty- 
first  year  of  his  present  Majesty,  fur  prohibi- 
ting the  Exportation  from  Ireland,  and  fo€ 
permitting  the  Importation  into  Ireiand, 
duty-free,  of  Corn  and  other  ProvisiooB. 

17.  Act  to  continue,  until  the  g5th  day  of 
March  1811,  an  Act  for  regulathig  the  draw^ 

.  backs  and  bounties  on  the  exportation  of 
Sugar  from  Ireland. 

18.  Act  for  further  continuing,  until  the  95th 
day  of  March  1811,  certain  bounties  and 
drawbacks  on  the  Exportation  of  Sugar  from 
Great  Britain;  and  for  sospending  the  Coun- 
tervailing duties  and  bounties  on  Sugar 
when  the  duties  imposed  by  an  act  of  the 
46th  year  of  his  present  Majesty  shall  be  sus- 
pended. 
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10.  Act  for  fartber  contUMiiiiii  mtil  th*  8Sth 
^y  of  March  1811,  «a  Ad  made  in  tha  d9ih 
year  of  hb  praBCDi  U^^jt  for  prohibit ing 
the  Bxportaiion  from  and  permkliog  the  Im- 
portttioo  to  Great  Britaiu  of  Corny  and  for 
iil<o«riii|^  the  ImportatiitA  of  other  articles 
4»f  profiiion,  wiihimt  fayment  qf  duty. 

SO.  Act  for  removing  doubti  ai  to  the  power 
of  appointing  SopenntendantB  of  Quarantine! 
and  their  AsSMtantt. 

91.  Act  for  atneutfing  and  continuing  so 
amended,  'intil  the  96rh  day  of  March  181S, 
nn  act  of  ih^  45th  year  of  his  present  Majesty, 
for  oi>osolidatiaK  and  extending  the  several 
Lnws  in  force,  f^ralhiii'inc  the  Importation 
and  ERport'AtioA  of  certain  Goods  and  Mer- 
chandize una  aud  from  certain  Ports  in  the 
West  Indies. 

213.  Act  for  Qut!)<^nzing  the  Lords  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Treasury  to  purchase  certain 
Quay^  wiihin  the  Port  of  London. 

SS.  Act  for  canting  Annuittet  to  discbarge 
certni  n  Exchequer  Bills. 

94.  Act  to  amoiMi  an  Act,  passed  in  tba  Im 
Srfliioo  'if  Pariiamenty  for  cooapletioK  the 
M>»itta<  ol  Great  Briunn ;  and  to  make  fur- 
ther   provision,  for    completing    the    said 

Militia. 

• 

95.  Act  to  annend  seteral  Acts,  relating  to  the 
Local  Militia  of  Great  Britaia.' 


96.  Act  for  crantinK  a  doty  on  Foqeign  Plain 
Linen  rnken  out  of  warehouse  and  esperted 
to  Foreign  Pacts. 

97.  Act  to  coi^nee  until  the  il5ih  day  of 
Manb  1831,  certain  Acta  made  in  the  Par- 
liament of  Ireland,  for  the  better  regulation 
of  tlie  Silk  manufacture. 

98.  Act  for  iiicreaamg  the  Bales  of  Sttbaittence 
Co  he  paid  to  Innkeepers  and  others  on  qaar- 
Ceriog  Soldiers. 

98^  Actieamendaft  Aei  of  the  kat  Session  of 
Parliaoaent^  for  amending  the  Irish  Rood 
Acta. 

30.  Act  to  regulate  the  Fees  payable  to  Cofo- 
■ere  in  Ireland,  opoe  beJding  luquiairions. 

M.  Act  for  aogoieniiag  tbe  Salariee  ol  ibe  Losds 
'   ef  Sessioe^  U)pd>  CensaviastooaM  of  ias- 

lieia^^and  Baiweeef  Eieheqner  i»  Scociead, 

and  Judges  in  Ireland. 

Ml  Aa  to  leyeal  eerlai»  jMtfts  nf  severalActe 
of  the  Plirliemee^  of  Iremud,  so  for  as  relates 
to  tbe  bmitiiig  Che  Nuasber  of  Persons  to  be 
carried  by  Stage  Coachee  or  other  Carriages ; 
for  enacting  other  limitations  ia  lien  tber»>^ 
of;  and  for  olber  purposes  relating  tberato. 

39.  Act  for  enabling  Tenants  in  Tail  and  lor 
liib,  and  also  EccmiasCical  Personik  to  grwit 
Land  for  tbe  purpose  of  encfowing  Schools  in 


34  ActforeUowiactheStporlatloeofBniish 
end  Irish  made  Malt  froia  one  part  ef  the 
United  Kiogdem  to  thOAtbar. 

35.  Act  for  altering  tl>e  mode  of  coUeeting  the 
duty  on  Insurances  ngniiisc  Loss  by  fire^ 
upon  property  in  his  mHJsety's  iUands  end 
possessions  in  the  West  Indies,  and  elsewhere 
beyond  ihr  seas;  and  for  etempting  certain 
Bonds  and  ReceipU  from  Stamp  Duty,  for 
giving  felief  in  certain '  cases  of  Stampe 
spoiled  or  misuted,  and  for  explaining  part  of 
an  Act  passed  in  the  48th  year  of  bis  me- 
jesty's  reign,  fur  granting  Stamp  Duties  in 
Grei^t  Britain. 

86.  Act  for  granting  Annuities  to  disebei|p  aitf 
additioaal  number  of  Exchequer  BiUa» 

37.  Act  for  enabling  his  Majesty  to  settle  an 
Annuity  on  bi«  serene  highness  the  Duke  of 
Brunswick  Wolfonbottel. 

38.  Act  to  extend  the  provisions  of'  an  act 
passed  in  the  48th  year  of  bis  present  xna« 
jest>*s  reign,  intituled,  'An  Act  to  permit 
certain  G^>ds  imported  into  Ireland  to  be 
warehoused  or  sftcored  without  tbe  Dotiae 
due  on  tlie  Importation  tliereof  betog  6nl 
paid,'  and  to  amend  the  same. 

39.  Act  for  repaying  in  certain  cases  the  Diitf 
paid  en  tbe  Baport  of  Foreign  Plain  linen.    ' 

4(1.  Act  for  dicontinuing  the  bounty  on  £t* 
portaiton  of  Oil  of  \^trbly  and  auowiug  a 
drawback  of  a  proportion  of  tbe  duties  paid 
on  tbe  Importation  of  Foreign  Brimstone 
used  in  making  Oil  of  VitrtoL 

41.  Act  for  facing  the  Duties' of  Hawkcft  and 
Pedlars  under  the  management  of  the  Com-' 
missiooers  of  Hackney  Coaches. 

49.  Act  for  con^lidatiiig  the  Duties  of  Ces* 
lonit  for  the  Isle  r>(  Mtm,  and  (or  placiiig  tbe 
same  under  the  management  of  the  Cooimia- 
sioners  of  Customs  in  England. 

43.  Act  for  maintaining  and  keeping  in  repnir, 
Roads  made  and  Bridges  built  in  Scotland, 
under  tbe  authority  df  the  Pariiamentery 
Comniissioeers  for  nJlgblajid  Koade  apd 
Bridges. 

44.  Act  to  preside  for  a  dmeble  altowanM  of 
Supeiannuation  to  the  .Officers  of  EiciM  aor 
Scotland,  ondcr  certaiu  restrictions. 

46.  Aet  for  raising  the  sum  ofttfiOOfiM.  by 
way  of  Annoitica. 

46.  Act  for  encooraginc  the  consumption  qf^ 
Malt  Liquor  in  Irekmd. 

47.  Act  to  extend  and  amend  the  provisions  of 
an  Aet  made  in  the  37tfa  year  or  bis  pitmrtt 
Majesty,  for  tbe  Relief  and  Mamtenenoe  of 
losolvenf  Z^ebtore  detained  in  PltK>n  in 
Ireiand. 


48.  Act  to  repeal  Three  Acts,  made  in  thn  ^mm,^ 
301b,  and  46tb  jears  of  his  present  Mejesty^ 
for  liMBtim  tbe  aemhir  of  iienDnt  to  be  ccr. 
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Uh^^Prteedenti,  4rC'  Jrom  the  RnohiiiQn  to 
the  end  qf  King  William. 

1089.— CBftisTOPBEK  Smelt.— SpreadiijK  ft 
false  and  scftDdalous  report  of  sir  Peter  Kich, 
a  Member. — To  the  Serjeant,  S9ih  Joi^— « 
Jour.  944. 

1690.-^W.  Bxioos. — Contemptuous  words  and 
bcbaviour,  and  scandalous  reflections  upon 
the  House  and  upon  Sir  Jonathan  Jennings, 
A  Member  thereof. — ^To  the  Serjeant,  18tb 
Dec. — X  Jour  518. 

1691. — Richard  Bajldwin.— Printer  of  a 
pamptilet  entitled,  **  Mercurius  Reformatus,'' 
reflecting  on  the  proceedings  of  the  House. 
-«To  the  Serjeant,  9th  and  Slst  Nov. — 
X  Jour.  548,  558. 

1093.— William  Soao£e. — Affinning  and  re- 
porting that  Sir  Francis  Massam,  a  Member, 
was  a  pensioner. — Tu  the  Seijeant,  9tb 
Mar. — ki  Jour.  123. 

1895.-^ir  Geo  RGB  Megoot. — ^Having  scan- 
dalized the  House,  in  declarine  that  without 
being  daly  chosen  he  had  friends  enough  in 
the  House  to  bring  him  into  the  House. — 
To  the  Serjeant,  27 ih  Dec— xi  Jour.  371. 

JL696. — JoHjr  Mam  ley. — A  Member,  for  words 
in  the  House.»To  the  Tower,  9th  Nov. 
11  Jour.  581. 

1696.— Francis  Duncoi&be. — Having  declar- 
ed before  two  witnesses  that  he  had  distri- 
buted monej  to  several  Members  of  the 
House,  and  afterwards  denied  it  before  a 
Committee  of  the  House.— >To  the  Serjeant, 
Sth  Jan.— xi  Jour.  661. 

1696.— -JosN  Rts. — Having  caused  a  libel, 
reflecting  on  a  Member  of  the  House,  to  be 
Diinted  and  delivered  at  the  door. — To  the 
aeijeaot,  lltb  Jan.^-^ti  Jour.  656. 

1699. — JoBM  Hatwbs. — For  bei^g  the  occasion 

.  of  «  letter  being  written,  meeting  upon 
the  honour  of  the  House,  and  of  a  Commit^ 
toe.-*-To  the  Serjeant,  94th  Jan. — ^xiii  Jour. 
141. 

'tTOl.-^ToovAS  CoLEPBPBR. — Reflectiooe  up- 
on the  kist  House  of  Commons. — ^To  New- 
ftte,  Feb.  7. — tiii  Jour.  735.— And  Attorney 
General  ordered  to  prosecute  him  for  his 
■sid  crimes. 

ly.'-PrceedeBts  qfthe  like  nature^  from  1701 

to  1809. 

1703. — JobnTutcbi*,  Jobh  How,  Bevjamin 
'fiEAQO.'— i%s  Author,  Printer,  and  Publisher 
of  a  printed  paper,  entitled,  <<Tbe  Observa- 
tor,''  reflecting  upon  the  Proceedings  of  the 
fioose.— To  tneverjeant,  9d  Jan. — liv  Jour. 
«70. 

tT04.-^Jiam»MBLL0T. — False  and  scandalous 
lefiectioos  upon  two  Members.— -To  the  Ser- 
jeant, 9th  Mar.— ziv  Jour.  565. 

— Bdward  Theobalds.— Scandalous  reflec* 
lions  upon  a  Member.— To  the  Serjeant, 
%A  Mar.— xiv  Jour.  557. 

1718. — Samuel  BucrLcr.— ^As  Printer  of  a 
pretended  Memorial  printed  to  the  **  Dailj 
C— wmt;r  atRCtiDg  BpoQ  the  AeiolotiOfif  of 


tbe  /Mooie.— To  ifat  Seoeaot,  ilfth  Apr^ 
xviijoor.  18S« 

1715. — £.  BiB«iiiOT0«y  J.  MoBPKKjr. — Ai 
Printer  and  Publisher  of  a  pamphlet,  encuie^ 
^  The  Evening  Post,"  reflecting  on  His  M> 

'  jestjr  and  tbe  two  Houses  of  Pariiameoc.— 
To  the  Serjeant,  1st  July— -zviii  Jour.  tP^ 

1739. — Rtchard  Corbet. — Reflectiiig  ops 
the  Proceedings  and  Uie  authority  of%.  Com- 
mittee.— To  tbe  Seijeant,  Slat  Mar.— xxi 
Jour.  307. 

1733. — William  Noble. — Asserdai;  that  a 
Member  received  a  pension  fiit  bis  «t>tui{  c 
Parliament.— To  the  SerjcaoCy  19tb  Feb.— 
xxii  Jour.  245. 

1740. — William  Coolet,  Johs  M£&£s,  Jol-; 
Hughes. — As  Author,  Printer,  and  Potltsh^' 
of  papers  reflecting  upon  Hia  Majc»s«> 
Government,  and  the  Proceediag^  of  bac 
Houses  of  Parliament.  Coolcy  tu  Newgtfi. 
9d  Dec. ;  Meres  and  Htt|(hea,  Xo  the  Ser- 
jeaoty  3d  December-^iziii  Joiir.  545,  54$. 
547. 

1746.— Samuel  Johns.- -Author  of  a  print^i 
poper  containing  impudent  reflections  c& 
tbe  Proceedings  of  the  House. — ^To  the  Ser- 
jeant, IStfa  Maj— i«v  Jour.  154. 

1768. — Demkis  Shade.— Sticking  up  a  pjipe; 
to  inflame  the  minds  of  the  people  agsjos 
the  House.— To  the  Serjeant,  9Ui*  ^D^cm- 
her— -xxzii  Jour.  97. 

1768 — Joseph  Thorhtojt. — Giving  dlirectktts 
for  sticking  up  the  ahove-meoiioncd  papc:. 
— TiO  Newgate,  10th  Dec. 

1771. — Hevby  Baldwin,  Thomas  Weigbt. 
—Printing  the  Debates,  aad  labrepreaait- 
ing  the  Speeches  of  Members. — To  the  Ser> 
jeant,  14th  March — sxEiti  Jour.  958»  S59. 

]7r4.^H.  S.  Woodfall.— For  |ihMibIiii^  a 
Letter  highlj  reflecting  oo  tbe  chajracter  of 
the  Speaker.^To  the  Serjeant,  14ih  Febru- 
ary-—xeuv.  Jour.  456. 

1805.— Petbe  Stuabt."— For  priatinc  in  \us 
Paper  libellous  reflections  on  tbe  chacactfr 
and  conduct  of  the  House.— To  tbe  Seijeant, 
86th  April— Ix  Jour.  917. 


ApraMDix  (B.) 

Casks  since  1697,  of  pBdSECtmovs  at  Liir 
against  Persons  for  Libels,  &c.  upon  the 
House  nf  Commons  or  any  of  its  Memben; 
and  whether  by  Order  ur  Address. 

1699. — Edwabd  Stepbek. — Libel  on  the 
House,  and  oo  an  individual  Member. — B/ 
Order.  S7rh  February — xiii  Jour.  930. 

1701. — TnouAs  CoLcpEpEB. — ^A  Latter  to  tht 
Freeholden  and  Freemen  of  En^sland,  ss- 
persinie  the  House. — By  Order,  7th  Febrasij 
— xiii  Jour.  735. 

1709.-^Mb.  Llotd. — Aspersing  the  charscter 
of  a  Member.r-By  Order,  16th  Nofcmbrr 
—xiv  Jour.  37. 

1709. — Dteb. — Misrepreaenting  tbe  ¥focM* 
logs  of  the  House.--By  Orders  W^k  Febrs- 
ary— xiv  Joar.  80f i  MNk 
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10.  Acsl  for  forUier  oMtUMiiiifi  imiA  Ih*  85th 
4mj  of  March  1811,  an  Ad  loade  in  iha  99ib 
year  of  bis  prwcoi  Mi^  jt  for  prohibiiing 
tti«  EiportRtioD  frooi  and  pwmkUDK  the  Im- 
portAtioo  to  Grcttt  BriUio  of  Corn,  and  for 
iUlowiii|i  tho  linport»ti(«ik  of  othtr  •rUcles 
of  prQvisioiti  withim(  j^ayneiit  of  dot  j. 

20.  Act  for  removing  doubts  i^  to  the  power 
of  appointing  SupeiintendaQtt  of  Qutfantioti 
and  iheir  AMi»tiintf. 

1\,  Act  for  ttmenrfing  and  continuiog  to 
amended,  'iniil  tbetd^h  d<ij  of  March  1813, 
an  act  of  thw-  45tb  year  of  bis  present  Majesty, 
for  of>Qsolidatiii;i  and  e&tending  the  teyeral 
X.nws  in  f( tree,  for  aUoming  the  Importation 
and  EiportitioA  of  certain  Goods  and  Mer- 
chandize inio  aud  from  certain  Ports  in  the 
>Vr6i  Indies. 

%%.  Act  for  authorizing  the  Lords  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Treasury  to  pnrchase  certain 
Quay«  wiihin  the  Fort  of  London. 

93.  Act  for  gmating  Annuities  to  discbaife 

certnin  Exchequer  Bills. 

t4.  Aci  to  amend  an  Act,  passed  in  the  last 
SfflSion  of  Parilament,  for  completiag  the 
^  MCia  <it  Great  Britain;  and  to  make  far- 
thet    provision,  for    completing   the    said 

Militia. 

• 

95.  Act  to  amend  seteral  Acts,  relating  to  the 
Local  Militia  of  Great  Britain.' 

96.  Act  ibr  arantinx  a  doty  on  Foqeign  Plain 
Linen  taken  out  of  warehouse  and  eaparted 
to  F«)reign  Pacts. 

97.  Act  10  coi^Rise  oBCil  the  95th  day  of 
Maicb  1851»  certain  Acts  made  in  the  Par- 
liament of  Ireland,  for  the  better  regulation 
of  die  Silk  manufacture. 
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98.  Act  for  iiicreasiagthe  Rales  of 
to  he  paid  to  Innkeepers  and  others  on  qaa^ 
tering  Soldiers. 

9(k  Act  la  amend  an  Acs  of  the  last  Session  of 
Pariiamenty  ior  amending  the  Irisli  Road 
Aeta 

50.  Act  to  Regulate  the  Fees  payable  to  Cofo- 
aers  in  Irelaady  opoa  holding  laquisirions. 

5i.  Act  for  angmeaiiag  the  Salaries  of  the  Loads 
'  ef  Session,  U)rd»  Coasnrissiooess  of  Jas- 

lieianryand  Baraaaef  Eaeheqner  m  Sootland, 

and  Judges  in  Ireland. 

59l  Ad  to  leyeal  eeraaia  parts  of  several*  Acte 
of  the  Parhameat  of  Iretand,  so  far  as  relates 
to  dM  limiting  she  Nuai^er  of  Persons  to  be 
carried  bgp  Stage  €oaches  or  other  €arnages ; 
fur  enacting  other  limitations  ia  lieu  thero-' 
of;  and  for  other  purposes  relating  tbeieto. 

39.  Act  for  enabling  Tenants  in  Tat!  and  ibr 
Li^y  and  also  Eccwsiastical  Persons^  to  grant 
Lsod  for  the  purpose  of  endowing  ^bools  in 

Uandk 


34  Act  for  aUowiaa  the  Saportalfea  of  British 
and  Irish  made  Mak  frota  one  part  af  iho 
United  KiogdoA  to  the  other. 

95.  Act  for  altering  tl)e  mode  of  collecting  the 
duty  on  Insurances  ngainst  Loss  by  fire^ 
apoy  property  in  his  majesty's  iiiands  and 
posseiatons  in  the  West  ludics,  and  elsewhere 
oeyood  the  seas;  and  for  etempting  certain 
Bonds  and  Receipts  from  Stamp  Duty,  for 
giving  felief  in  certain  cases  of  Stamps 
tpoilcdor  misused,  and  f(ir  explaining  part  of 
an  Act  passed  m  the  48th  year  of  his  ma* 
jesty's  reigUy  fur  granting  Stamp  Duties  in 
Great  Britain. 

86.  Act  for  granting  Annuities  Co  discfaai^  ai^ 
additional  number  of  Exchequer  Billa, 

3T.  Act  for  enabling  his  Majesty  to  settle  an 
Aonuitjr  on  his  serene  highness  the  Duke  of 
Brunswick  Wolfonhnttel. 

36.  Act  to  extend  the  provisions  of^  an  act 
passed  in  the  48th  year  of  his  present  ma* 
Jest>*s  reign,  iniituledy  '  An  Act  to  permit 
certain  OmmIs  imported  into  Ireland  to  be 
warebonsed  or  secured  withoot  the  Datitt 
doe  on  the  Importation  thereof  being  fim 
paid/  and  to  amend  the  same. 

39.  Act  for  repay in|^  in  certain  cases  the  Dnty^ 
paid  an  the  fiiport  of  Foreign  Plain  Linen* 

4U.  Act  for  dicontinuing  the  bounty  on  £t* 
portaiion  of  Oil  of  Vitriol,  and  allowing  a 
drawback  of  a  proportion  of  the  duties  paid 
on  the  Importation  of  Foreign  Brimstone 
used  in  making  Oil  of  VitrioL 

41.  Act  for  placing  the  Dtitietr  of  Hawken  and 
Pedlars  under  the  management  of  the  Com- 
Bussiooers  of  Hackney  Coaches^ 

49.  Act  for  consolidating  the  Duties  of  Cos* 
loni*  for  the  Isle  of  Man,  and  for  plactog  the 
same  under  the  maoa«ement  of  the  Comail* 
sioners  of  Customs  in  £o^land. 

43.  Act  for  maintain  ion:  and  keeping  in  ruairt 
Roads  made  and  Bridges  built  io  Sootwad, 
under  the  authority  df  the  Parliaoientary 
Commissioners    for  Highland    Roads  and 

Bridges. 

44.  Act  to  preyide  for  a  datable  aRovrano*  of 
Sapetanouation  to  the  Offieers  of  Eidw  kn 
Scotland,  under  oertain  restrictioaa. 

46.  Act  for  raising  the  sow  c€  It, fnOfiM.  by 
way  of  Aanoitiea. 

46.  Act  for  encouraging  the  consumption  oi 
Mall  Liquor  in  Irmnd. 

47.  Act  to  extend  and  amend  the  provisions  of 
an  Act  made  in  the  3Ttfa  year  of  fais  pimim 
Majescy,  for  the  Relief  and  Marntenanoe  of 
Insolvent  I>»bfeore  detained  m  Plnon  in 
Ireland. 


48.  Act  to  repeal  Three  Ada,  made  in  the  _ 
30th,  and  4ath  years  of  his  preieiit  Majes^^ 
for  \miikm§  the  —her  of  ptfyntto  ba  car- 
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tied  00  cbeOdtoide  of  Stage  CoAches  or  otl^r 
.^•rriagOB,  and  to  entct  other  regulations 
for  carrying  the  objects  of  the  said  acts  into 
effect. 

49>  Art  to  amend  the  Laws  for  the  ReKef  of 
the  Poor,  so  far  as  relate  to  the  examining 
and  allowing  the  Aooounts  of  Churcfav^ardens 
and  Overseers  by  Justices  of  the  Peace. 

50.  Act  to  explain  and  amend  an  Act  made  in 
«    the  last  Session  of  Parliament,  relating  to  the 

Relief  and  Employment  of  the  Poor,  so  far 
as  relates  to  the  more  effectual  carrjriug  the 
same  into*  execution ;  and  to  extend  the 
provisions  thereof  to  Parishes  which  shall 
)  not  have  adopted  the  provisions  of  an  Act 
of  the  S2od  year  of  his  present  majesty,  for 
the  better  Relief  and  Bmptoyuient  of  the 
Poor. 

51.  Act  to  repeal  so  much  of  an  Act,  ])a8sed  in 
.the  7th  year  of  King  James  the  first,  as  re- 
lates to  the  Punishment  of  Women  delivered 
of  Bastard  Children ;  and  to  make  other 
provisions  in  lieu  theceof. 

>3.  Act  to  amend  so  much  of  an  Act,  passed  in 
the  eighth  and  ninth  year' of  King  William 
the  Third,  as  requires  poor  persons  receiv- 
ing Alms  to  wear  Badges. 

5S.  Act  for  preventing  Frauds  relating  to  the 
Exportation  of  British  and  Irish  made  Malt 
from  one  part  of  the  United  Kingdom  to 
the  other. 

'54.  Act  to  revive  and  continue,  until  the  3Slh 
day  of  March  1811»  au  act  of  the  SOth  year 
of  bis  present  Majesty,  for  the  more  effectual 
Encouragement  of  the  British  Fisheries. 

55.  Act  to  prohibit  the  Importation  of  Italian 
Silk  Crapes  and  Tiffanies,  and  to  increase 
the  shares  of  seizures  payable  to  o6Scers  in 
respect  of  Foreign  wrought  Silks  and  foreign 
manufoctured  Leather  Gloves. 

56.  Act  to  explain  and  ameud  an  Act  passed  in 
the  last  Session  of  Parliament,  for  continuing 
and  making  perpetual  several  Duties  of  One 
Shilling  andSixpcooe  in  the  Pound,  repealed 
by  an  act  of  the  last  Session  of  Parliamenton 
Oflices  and  Employments  of  Pro6t,  and  on 
Annuities*  Pensions  and  Stipends. 

57  Act  to  revive  and  continue  until  tlie  95tb 
day  of  March  1815,  an  Act  of  the  2Srd  year 
of  bis  present  Majesty,  for  the  more  eflEectual 
Encouragement  of  (he  Manufacture  of  Fhx 
and  Cotton  in  Great  Britain. 

5^.  Act  to  amend  several  Acts  for  the  Bademi^ 
tion  and  Sale  of  the  Land  Tax. 

S9«  Act  fcr  mon  effectually  preventing  the 
-  Embezzlement  of  Money  or  Securities  for 
Money  belonging  to  the  Public,  by,  any  Col- 
leaor,  Reoeiveri  or  other  person  entrusted 
with  the  reoeipty  cart,  or  management 
-thereof.         r 

Act  'for  pemiUiBg  the  SspotUlion  to 

m 


Newfoundland  of  Foreiga  Ssft,  I>tnj  frJ 
from  the  Import  Warehootct  at  tl»e  Poet  | 
Bristol ;  and  for  rtpealifig  to  naocbof  an  AM 
of  the  last  Scmion  as  allows  S*lt,  the  ps^ 
dace  of  any  part  of  Earope  South  of  Cafi 
Finisterre,  to  be  shipped  in  any  Port  4 
Europe  direct  to  certain  Ports  io  Noill 
America.  ' 

61.   Act    for  making  Sugar  and    Col&ey   el 

Guadaloupe,  Saint  Eustatia,  Saint    Marti%! 

.  and  Saba,  liable  to  the  same  Dutj*  on  Impoa* 

tation  as  Sugar  and  Coffecy  not  of  tiie  Br^^ 

tish  Plantations. 

69.  Act  for  the  more  effectual  prevention  of 
Smuggling  in  the  Isle  of  Man. 

63.  Act  to  enable  his  Majesty  to  authorist 
the  Exportation  of  the  Machinery  ueceaaan 
for  erecting  a  Mint  in  the  Brazils. 

64.  Act  to  permit  the  removal  of  Goods 
Wares,  and  Merchandisei  from  tbe  Port  u 
Great  Britain  wliere  first  warehoused,  to  aor 
other  warehousing  Port  for  the  pnrpoae  of 

Exportation. 

# 

65.  Act  for  uniting  the  Offices  of  Sorvevor 
General  of  the  Luid  Revenues  of  the  Crown, 
and  Surveyor  General  of  his  Majesty's 
Woods,  Forests,  Parks,  and  Cabases. 

66*  Act  to  autliorisc  the  Judge  Advo<:ate  Ge> 
neral  to  send  and  receive  Letters  ami 
Packets  free  from  the  Duty  of  Postage. 

67.  Act  for  the  better  Preservation  of  Heath 
Fowl  commonly  called  Black  Game,  in  tbe 
counties  of  Somerset  and  Devon. 

68.  Act  for  raising  the  sum  of  1,400,000/.  by 
way  of  Annuities  for  the  service  of  IrelamL 

69.  Act  for  raising  the  sum  of  6,000,000^  by 
Exchequer  Bills,  for  the  service  of  Great 
Britain,  for  tbe  year  1810k 

70.  Act  to  enable  the  Commissioners  of  his 
Majesty's  Treasury  to  issue  Exchequer  Bills, 
on  the  Credit  of  such  Aids  or  Sopfilies  as 
have  been  or  shall  be  graetetf  by  Parii^ 
ment  for  the  service  of  Great  Britain,  for  the 
year  1810. 

Tl.  Act  for  appropriating  Part  of  the  Surptos 
of  tlie  Stamp  Duties  granted  in  tbe  iorty- 
eighth  y2ar  of  bis  present  Majesty,  Ibr  de- 
fraying the  Chaiiges  of  the  Loan  made  and 
Stock  created  in  the  present  session  of  Ptt^ 
liament. 

73.  Act  for  improving  and  completing  the 
Harbour  on  the  ncM-th  side  of  tbe  Hill  of 
Howtli  near  Dublio,  and  rendering  it  a  fit 
situation  for  bis  Miyesty's  Packets. 

78.  Act  to  alter,  eiplaio,  and  amend  the  Laws 
now  in  force  respecting  tbe  Trade  of  Bakers, 
residing  out  of  tbe  City  of  London  or  ti» 
Liberties  thereof,  or  beyond  ten  miles  of  the 
Royal  Eschange. 

74  Act  to  grant  »  his  Majesty  wrtatn  addi- 
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tiooal  Datics  opon  Lettcn  and  Psekctt  sent 
bj  tha  Peu  within  Irdwifl. 

75.  Act  10  grant  to  liis  Majesty  an  additional 
Duly  on  Dwelling-Houses  in  Ireland,  in  re- 
apect  of  the  Windows  or  LighU  therein. 

76.  Act  to  repeal  certain  Duties  under  the 
care  of  the  Commissioners  for  manof|ing  the 
Stamp  Duties  in  Ireland,  and  .to  grant  neW 
•od  additional  Duties,  and  to  amend  the 
Laws  relating  to  the  Stamp,  Duties  iu  Ire- 
land. 

77.  Act  for  unposing  additional  Duties  of 
Customs  on  certain  Species  of  Wood  im- 
ported into  Great  Britain. 

78.  Act  to  repeal  an  Act  made  in  the  forty- 
seventh  year  of  his  present  Majesty,  for 
suppressing  Insurrection,  and  preventing  the 
Disturbances  of  the  Public  Peaee  in  Ire- 
land. 

79.  Act  for  regulating  the  continuance  of  Li- 
cences for  distilling  Spirits  from  Sugar  in  the 
Lowlands  of  Scotland. 

80.  Act  for  reviving  and  further  continnine 
until  the  36th  day  of  March,  1811,  several 
Laws  for  allowing  the  Importation  of  certain 
Fish  from  NewtoundUnd  and  the  coast  of 
Labrador,  and  of  certain  Fish  fmm  parts  of 
the  coast  of  his  Majestjr's  North  American 
Colonies,  and  for  granting  Bounties  thereon. 

51.  Act  to  continue  until  the  first  day  of  Au- 
gust, 1811,  certain  Acu  for  appointing  Coin- 
initsioners  to  enquire  into  tlie  Fees,  Uratni- 
ties.  Perquisites,  ,aiid  Emoluments  received 
in  several  Public  Offices  in  Ireland,  to  eaa- 
Djine  into  any  Abuses  whict^  may  eiist  in 
the  same,  and  into  the  mode  of  receiving, 
collecting,  issuing,  and  accounting  for  Public 
Money  in  Ireland. 

83.  Act  to  amend  the  Laws  relative  to  the 
Sale  of  Flax  Seed  and  Hemp  Seed  in  Ire- 
iMid. 

83.  Act  to  repeal  several  Acts  respecting  the 
Woollen  Manufacture,  and  fur  indemnifying 
persons  liable  to  any  penalty  for  having  acted 
contrary  thereto. 

84.  Act  for  angmenting  parochial  Stipends,  in 
certain  Cases,  in  Scotland. 

95.  Act  to  regolate  the  taking  of  Securities  in 
all  Offices,  in  respect  of  which  Security  ought 
to  be  given  ;  and  for  avoiding  the  Grant  of 
all  such  Offices,  in  the  event  of  such  Secu- 
rity not  being  gJTcn  within  a  time  to  be  li- 
mited after  iht  Grant  of  such  Office. 

86.  Act  to  amend  two  Acts  passed  in  the 
thirty-ninth  and  forty-third  years  of  his  pre- 
sent Miyes^,  for  regulating  the  manner  in 
which  the  aui  India  Company  shall  hire  and 
take  up  Ships. 

87.  Act  to  amend  two  Acts,  relating  to  the 
raising  Me«  for  the  Service  of  the  East  India 


.  Company ;  antf  the  Quartering  and  Billettff*g 
.    such  Men ;    and  to  Trials  by  Regimented 
Courts  Martini. 

88.  Act  to  rouke  provisions  for  a  limited  time 
respecting  certain  Grants  of  Offices. 

89.  Act  for  defraying,  until  the  35th  day  of 
March,  1811,  the  Charge  of  the  Pay  and 
C loathing  of  the  MUitia  of  Ireland,  and  for 
making  Allowances  in  certain  Cases  to  Snb- 
nltcrn  Oiiicers  uf  the  said  Mililin^  during 
Peace. 

90.  Act  for  defraying  the  Charge  of  the  Pay 
and  Clothing  Of.  iUa  Militia  and  Lotal  Mili- 
tia in  Great  Britain  for  the  year  1810. 

91.  Act  to  revive  and  continue,  until  the  25th 
day  of  March,  1811,  and  amend  so  much  of 
an  Act  made  in  the  thirty-ninih  und  fortieth 
year  of  his  present  Majesty,  as  ciants  cer- 
tain Allowances  to  Adjutants  and  Serjeant 
Majors  of  the  Militia  of  England  disembu< 
died  under  an  Act  of  the  same  session  uf 
Parliament. 

9S.  Act  for  making  Allowances  in  certain 
Casei  to  Subaltern  Officers  of  the  Militia  in 
Gieat  Britain,  iihiie  disembodied. 

93.  Act  for  the  improving  and  completing  the 
Harbour  of  Holyhead,  in  the  Isle  of  Anglesea. 

94-  Act  for  mating  to  his  Majekty  a  Sum  of 
Money  to  be  raised  by  Lotteries. 

95.  Act  to  enable  the  Corporation  fnr  pre- 
Bttring  and  improving  the  Port  of  Dublin,  to 
erect,  repair,  and  maintain  Lightbonaes 
round  the  Coasts  of  Ireland,  and  to  rabe  n 
Fund  for  defraying  the  Charge  thereof. 

96.  Act  to  amend  an  Act  passed  in  this  se^ 
sion  of  Parliament,  intituled,  '  An  Act  Ibr 
'  increasing  the  Rates  of  Subsistence  to  be 
'  paid  to  Innkeepers  and  others,  oo  quartet^, 
*  ing  Soldiers.' 

97.  Act  to  continue  until  the  fifth  day  of  Jdy, 
1811,  and  to  amend  several  Acts  for  gnutt- 
ing  certain  Rates  and  Duties,  and  tor  aU 
lowing  certain  Drawbacks  and  liounties  oa 
Goods,  Wares,  and  Merchandise  imported 
into  and  exported  from  Ireland ;  and  to  grant 
to  his  Majesty  until  the  said  fifth  day  of 
July,  1811,  certain  new  and  additional  Du- 
ties on  the  Importation,  and  to  allow  Draw- 
backs on  the  Exportation  of  certain  Goods, 
Wares,  and  Merchandise  into  and  from  Ire- 
land. 

98.  Act  for  raisine  the  sum  of  916,000/.  bj 
Treasury  Bills  for  the  service  of  Ireland  lor 
the  year  1810. 

99.  Act  to  amend  the  several  Acts  iriatiog  to 
the  makiiig  -of  Malt,  and  the  nantiDg  of 
Permito  and  Certificates,  and  the  Regal*- 
tions  of  Braziers,  and  of  oerront  cmpkeyiiif 
more  thaa  one  Still  id  Iceland. 
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UST  or  POBUC  ACTS  FMSED  50  GBO.  JIL 


lOQ,  AcC  for  frspMin^tefUua  Fiact  irapoatd 
on  Still*  ID  IreUnd. 

101.  Act  fur  confirining  sn  Agreement  for  the 
Purchase  of  the  PrMage  and  Botleraje  of 
'  Wines  in  IreUnd,  eattred  into  by  the  Cooi- 
missioners  of  his  Majesty's  Treasury  in  Ire- 
land,  and  the  right  hofMHtn^le  Wakter  Earl 
of  OnnontW  and  Ossory  aad  his  Trustees,  in 
piwauance  of  an  Act  oxade  io  the  fofCy-sixfch 
jptar  of  his  present  Mojesi^y's  reigiF. 

ML  Act  lor  the  more  eflectoaRy  tirerentiof; 
the  administeriog  and  taking  or  unlawful 
Oaths  in  Ireland  ;  and  for  the  protection  of 
Magistrates  and  WitaeMes  in  criminal 
cases. 

lOS.  Act  for  i^pealinp  the  several  Lkws  rer 
lating  to  Prisons  )n  Ireland,  and  for  re^ 
enacting  such  of  the  ptorisions  thereof  as 
hare  bwn  fbnnd  nsefol,  with  Amendments. 

104.  Ad  lor  alteriotf  the  amoont  of  certain 
Duties  of  Assesteif  Ta«eegraoted  by  aa  Act 
nasard  ^  the  forty-eiihtk  year  of  his  prssent 
Majesty's  reign,  and  for  granting  to  mi  Ma- 
jesty certain  other  Duties  of  Assessed  Taxes 
Off  the  astickt  tbertia  nwndeoed. 

105.  Act  to  rttulate  the  manner  of  making 
Surcharges  ofthe  Duties  of  Assessed  Taxes, 
and  of  the  Tax  oj^n  the  Profile  arising  from 
Pro|ierty,  Professions^  Trades^  and  Omaes, 
and  for  amending  the  Acts  relating  to  the 
laid  Dotiel  retapMtirtiy. 

406.  Act  fot*  regulathig  the  manner  of  assess- 
iaf  lAnda  in  certain  cam  to  the  Dotted 
ariaiad  fVom  the  Profits  of  Property,  Profes- 
>  MM^Trades  and  Offiaesy  and  for  giving  ne- 
M*  Iraai  the  assd  Dutssa  on  occasba  of 
losstt  m  odier  eases  dtortia  aMntiooed 


[hn 


107.  Act  to  regulate  th^Eamiaation  and  Pay- 
.jaentof  AssiunMOttlbr  Cloatfaineof  hisMa- 


10$.  Act  to  tmend  and  enlarge  the  powers  of 
an  Act  passed  hi  the  second  year  of  his  pre- 
s«ii  Maiesty, forche eacoavagement of  the 
Bshsriei  of  thia  Kingdoniy  aad  the  pttHec- 
•  tloa  of  the  petsoita  enijployod  therein. 

100.  Act  to  continue  for  two  years,  and 
frona  thence  until  the  end  of  the  tlien  next 
session  of  Parliament,  and  amend  an  Act 
made  in  the  forty-seveatb  year  of  his  present 
Migosty,  for  the  preventing  improper  per- 
•OQfr  from  having  Anns  in  Iralantf. 


110.  A0t  to  allow,  audi  the  int  day  of  Ao. 

,  gust,  1811,  the  htioglaig  of  Coals,  Cuba  aii 
Cinders  to  London  and  Westminster  bj  Is- 
Uiid  Navigation. 

111.  Act  to  limit  tbe  amoiiatof  Pensions  to 
be  grauced  out  of  the  Civil  List  of  ScotUsd. 

lis.  Act  for  obridgiiig  the  Form  of  extrscdq{ 
Decrees  of  th^  Coart  of  Seeaion  in  Soodtoi 
and  for  the  regolation  of  certain  parts  of  tk 
proceedings  of  th^  Cotirt. 

113.  Act  for  enabling  1^  Majesty  to  raise  die 
Sum  of  3,000^000/«  for  l||e  aervjoe  of  Gmt 

Britain. 

114.  Act  foj  granting  to  his  Majesty  a  SosBof 
Money,  to  be  raised  bj  Escboouer  Bills,  aotf 
to  he  advanced  and  applied  in  tbe  aunnet 
and  upon  tbe  tecma  therein  meptiooed,  tv 
the  relief  of  the  Uoired  Company  of  Ma- 
chants  of  England  trading  to  tbe  Ea^t  Iiuiici 


115.  Act  for  graating  to  hia  Majesty  ctrtaio 
Sums  of  Mooev  out  of-  the  Coosoifdaie^ 
Fond  of  Great  Britaio,  and  for  applying  ce^ 
Cam  Monies  therein  mentioned,  for  tbe  Ser* 
vice  of  the  year  laiO  ;  and  for  fortbertpfiro- 
priiacing  tbe  Supplies  granted  in  this  tesioB 
.  of  I^irliaaient 

IIQ.  Act  10  eziend.and  amend  tlie  teem  tfti 
provisions  of  an  Act  of  tbe  diirty-ninib  aid 
fortieth  year  of  Ids  present  Majesty,  ibr  tbe 
b^tev  Preservation  of  Timber  ia  die  We* 
Foresr^  in  tbe  Comity  of  Sootbaaptoo,  saf 
fot  ascertaining  the  Boandaries  or  the  isid 
Forest,^  and  of  tbe  Lands  of  the  Cmvni  itxkiD 
the  sane. 

117.  Act  to  direct  that  Accounts  of  Tocreasfl 
and  Diminution  of  Public  Salaries,  Peosioo% 
and  Allowances,  shall  be  annually  hud  before 
Parliament,  aad  to  regulate  and  cuntrmilthe 
granting  and  paying  of  aiicb  SaiUries,  Pea^ 
sions»  and  Allowaodes. 

1 18.  Act  for  reg^olating  the  Offices  of  ReffsUvt 
of  Admiralty  aad  Prise  Coorts. 

119.  Act  for  further  amending  and  eolaipif 
the  powers  of  an  Act  of  ihe  forty-sixth  ycsf 
of  his  present  Majesty,  for  oonsoiidating  and 

^  reodenngmoreeaectoallkeseveial  Actf^ 

the  Purchase  of  Buildings,  and  forther  !»- 

^provement  of  the  Streets  and  Places  nesr » 

Westminster  Httli  and  tbe  (wo  Hoate*  ci 

Pisrlianent. 
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PARLUMENTARY  PAPERS. 


FiiuT  Report  from  the  Select  Committee  qn  PRocsEomos  relative 
TO  Sir  Francis  Burpett.— OrcfrreJ,  by  the  House  of  Commons,  to  be 
frinted,  iUk  May  1810. 


The  SULBCT  Committkr  appointed  to 
coDftider  of  the  Proceediogt  had,  and 
to  be  had,  with  reference  to  the  se* 
Teral  Papers  signed  **  Francis  Bar- 
dett:"— the  Contents  of  which  re- 
lated to  his  being  apprehended  and 
committed  to  the  Tower  of  London, 
and  which  Papers  were  communi- 
cated to  the  House,  by  Mr.  Speaker, 
upon  the  15th  and  1 7  th  days  of  April 
last;— «nd  to  report  such  facts,  as 
they  may  think  necessary,  together 
with  their  opinion  thereupon,  from 
time  to  time,  to  the  House ;— And  to 
whom  the  matters  stated  by  the  Ser- 
jeant at  Arms  attending  the  House, 
and  the  Process  served  upon  him  in 
an  Action  at  Law  by  Sir  Francis  Bur* 
dett  ;«**and  also  the  Summons  served 
on  Mr.  Speaker,  and  the  Notice  of 
Declaration  delivered  to  the  Serjeant 
atArms,  attha  Suit  of  the  said  Sir 
Francis  Burdett ;  were  referred ;— — 
Have,  pursuant  to  the  Orders  of  the 
House,  with  all  dispatch,  considered 
the  Matters  referred  tu  them;  and 
haTe  agreed  to  the  following  REPoar. 

It  appears  to  your  Committee,  after  re- 
ferring to  the  order  of  the  House  of  the 
5th  day  of  April  last,  for  the  commitment 
ol  sir  Francis  Burdett  to  the  Tower ;  the 
warrants  of  the  Speaker  for  that  purpose ; 
the  letter  of  sir  F.  Burdett  to  the  Speaker, 
dated  the  1 7th day  of  April  last;  the  Re- 
port and  examination  of  the  Seijeant  at 
Arms,  touching  his  proceedings  in  the  ex- 
ecution of  such  warrants  ;  the  notices  to 
the  Speaker  referred  to  your  Committee ; 
the  demand  made  upon  the  Serjeant  at 
Arms  of  a  copy  or  the  warrant  under 
which  he  arrested  sir  Francis  Burdett ; 
the  writ  served  upon  the  Serjeant,  and  the 
summons  served  upon  the  Speaker,  and 
the  notice  of  declaration  61ea  against  the 
Serjeant;  which  said  notices,  demnnd, 
writ  and  summons,  are  all  at  the  suit  or  on 
behalf  of  the  said  sir  F.  Burdett,  and  all 
bfar  the  name  of  the  same  «>licitor,  John 
£llis;-^That  the  said  proceedings  have 
been  brought  againit  tht  Speaker,  and 

▼ot,  XTn,-*4f;poMliMr, 


the  Serjeant,  on  account  of  what  was  dona 
by  them  respectively  in  obedience  to  the 
order  of  the  House ;  and  for  the  purpose 
of  bringing  into  question,  before  a  court 
of  law,  the  legality  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  House  in  ordering  the  commitment  of 
sir  *  F.  Burdett,  and  of  the  conduct  of  the 
Speaker,  and  the  Serjeant,  in  obedience  to 
that  order. 

I.— Your  Committee,  not^  in  conse- 
quence of  any  doubt  upon  the  question  so 
intended  to  be  raised,  but  for  the  purpose 
of  collecting  into  one  Tiew  such  prece* 
dents  of  the  proceedings  of  the  House 
upon  cases  of  breach  of  privilege  as  might 
afford  light  upon  this  important  subject, 
have  in  the  first  place  examined  the  jour- 
nals, with  relation  to  the  practice  of  the 
House  in  commitment  of  persons,  whether 
members  or  others,  for  breaches  of  pri- 
vilege, by  offensiTe  words  or  writings  de- 
rogatory to  the  honour  and  character  of 
the  House,  or  of  any  of  its  members;  and 
they  have  found  numerous  instances,  in 
the  history  of  parliament,  so  far  as  the 
journals  extend,  of  the  fireqoent,  uniform, 
and  uninterrupted  practice  of  the  House 
of  Commons  to  commit  to  different  cus- 
todies, persons  whom  they  have  ailjudged 
guilty  of  a  breach  of  their  pririleges  b^ 
so  offending. 

The  statement  of  these  precedents, 
which  establish  the  law  of  parliament 
upon  this  point  by  the  usage  of  parlia- 
ment; the  utility  of  such  law,  and  tfaa 
necessity  which  exists  for  iu  continuance, 
in  order  to  maintain  the  dignity  and  in- 
dependence of  the  House  of  Commons  ; 
its  analogy  to  the  acknowledged  powera 
of  courts  of  justice,  and  the  recognition  of 
such  right  in  various  instances,  by  legal 
authorities,  by  judicial  decisions,  and  by 
the  other  branch  of  tiie  legislature;  as 
well  as  the  inTariaUe  assertion  and  main- 
tenance of  it  by  the  House  of  Commons, 
are  topics  which  may  be  reserved  for  a 
further  Report.  And  although  there  are 
some  instances  in  which  the  House  has 
thought  proper  to  direct  prosecutions  for 
such  oflences,  yet  the  Committee  confi- 
dently state  chat  the  more  frequent  prac- 
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100.  Act  fbr  m|»iii»|^  certain  Fibcs  impoMd 
on  Stilb  in  Ireland. 

101.  Act  far  confiroiing  an  Agreement  for  the 
Fnrcbase  of  the  PrHifse  aojd  Bmlerage  of 
Wines  in  IreUad,  entered  into  by  the  Cooi- 
missioners  of  his  Majesty's  Treasury  in  Ire- 
lane^,  ao4  tho  rigb't  boMMlfuble  Waktet  Earl 
of  OrmoMk  and  Osaorj  and  bis  Truttees,  in 
pwanance  of  an  Aci  ouide  in  the  ibfCy-sizlh 
yt«r  of  his  present  Majesty's  rei^n. 

ML  Act  far  the  more  eflectuaHjr  preventini; 
the  administering  and  taking  of  unlawful 
Onths  hk  Ireland  ;  and  fur  the  protection  of 
Mag^tratei  and  Witnesses  in  crioiinal 
cases. 

103.  Act  fbr  repealing  the  several  Lliws  re- 
lating to  Prisons  ;n  Ireland,  and  for  re- 
diaetttig  soch  of  the  prerrisions  thereof  as 
hftTe  bmi  Ibnnd  nsefql,  with  Amendments. 

104.  Ad  fer  alterintf  the  amooBt  of  certain 
Duties  of  AsiasteclTearograoled  by  ha  Act 
pasatdin  the  lbrty*ei|blkyear  of  his  prvsent 
Majesty's  reign,  and  for  granting  ti>  ais  Ma- 
jesty certain  other  Duties  of  Assessed  Taxes 
oo  the  astt^ea  tharslA  moitioiied. 

105.  Act  to  rwolate.the  manner  of  malciag 
Surcharges  ot  the  Duties  of  Assessed  Taxes, 
and  of  the  Tax  oj^n  the  Prafita  arising  froia 
Properly,  Professions,  Trades^  and  Offices, 
and  for  amending  the  Acts  relating  to  the 
tatd  Dotiea  rskpMCsvtly. 

400.  Act  for  regulating  the  manner  of  assess- 

iaf  LUnda  in  certain  oaaet  to  the  Batiel 

ansisi  flbm  ikt  Pittto  of  Property,  Profes- 

.  MB%  Trades  aa^  Offiosa,  and  for  ginag  rc- 

•  liar  Iraai  the  aai4  Duties  oo  ocaisbn   of 

lossei  IB  oilier  eases  dtniaui  asentiooed^ 


[Im 


lOr*  Act  ta  regulate  th^Eacamiaation and  Pay- 
,  aent  ofAssignnaaotsfer  CioadiiDg  of  his  Ma- 
leaty^Foraea, 

tUS,  Act  to  amet^d  and  enlarge  the  powers  of 
an  Act  passed  in  the  second  year  of  his  pre- 
slHit  MajesqF,  for'Che  encaavagemeat  of  the 
Bslstries  of  this  Kkigdons,  aad  the  pSMsc- 
■  tloa  of  the  petsons  owspitiyi  thercm. 

UK^.  Act  to  continue  for  two  years,  and 
firom  thence  until  the  end  of  the  then  next 
session  of  Parliament,  and  Bmenrf  an  Act 
made  in  the  forty-seveatb  year  of  hispreseht 
Majasty,  fbr  the  preventing  iranroper  per- 
aooa  from  having  Anns  in  Ireland. 


110.  Act  to  allow,  audi  the  §nt  day  of  Ae- 

,  gust,  1811,  the  htiogisitg  of  Coak,  Cuisi  m 

Cinders  to  London  and  Westminster  bj  ID- 
laud  Navigation. 

111.  Act  to  limit  tbe  amoontof  Pensioi»t» 
be  granted  out  of  the  Civil  List  of  ScotUod. 

112.  Act  for  abrid^ng  th«  Worm  of  extnctii| 
Decrees  of  th^  Court  of  Seaaion  in  ScotIM 
and  for  the  regaUtton  of  certain  parts  of  the 
proceedings  of  th^  Court. 

119.  Act  for  enabling  hi§  Majesty  to  laise  the 
Sum  of  3,000,000/.  for  4|e  aervice  of  Grwi 
Britain. 

114.  Act  for  granting  to  his  liiyestj  a  Sua  of 
Money,  to  be  raised  by  £xcbaouer  Bills,  laf 
to  he  advanced  and  applied  in  t&e  manner 
and  upon  the  teims^tbereio  nsapiiooed,  (x 
the  relief  of  the  Uofred  Cbmpai^  of  Mer. 
chants  of  England  trading  to  the  £a5t  IndkL 

lljh  Act  for  graadng  to  bia  Majesty  oertsio 
Sums  of  Money  out  of  •  tb^  Coosolfiiatstf 
Fond  of  Great  Britain,  and  for  apply ii!|cer- 
ram  Monies  therein  meistiDned,  for  the  Ser- 
vice of  the  year  1810  ;  aod  for  fbrtberapfiro- 
priatiag  the  Supplies  granfied  in  this  aesdoo 
of  Ptertiament 

llQi  Act  10  extend. and  aoMRidtbe  tena  ssd 
provismns  of  ao  Act  of  tba  diirty-ainth  ud 
fortieth  year  of  liis  preaeot  Majesty,  for  the 
bettev  Preservation  of  laoiher  ia  the  Kee 
Foresf,  in  the  €omity  of  SoudMuapeoo,  sod 
for  aacenainiag  the  Bea^dan'es  of  the  isid 
Forest,,  aod  of  the  Lands  of  cba  Cvawn  aithiD 
tfaesame. 

117.  Act  to  direct  that  Accoaats  of  lacreatf 
aod  Diminution  of  Public  Salaries,  Pensiofls, 
and  AHowonces,  shall  be  annually  l^d  before 
Parliament,  and  to  regulate  and  controultfae 
granting  and  paying  of  sisdi  SaUrie^  P^ 
sions,  and  AUowaooea. 

1 18.  Act  for  regplating  the  Offices  of  Rcgatrv* 
of  Adosiralty  aad  Prise  Courts. 


119.  Act  for  further  amending  and  ealai|i<y 
the  powers  of  an  Act  of  the  forty-sixth  yesj 
of  his  present  Majesty,  for  consolidating  aad 

-  rendenng  more  eiiectnal  tWseveial  Acb^ 

the  Purchase  of  Buildings,  and  further  In- 

^provement  of  the  Streets  and  Places  oeir  N 

Westminster  Hall  and  the  two  Jfoo»f*  ^ 

Pitfliaotent. 
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Tbe  S&LXCT  CoMMtmx  appointed  to 
couider  of  the  Proceediogt  had,  and 
to  be  had,  with  reference  to  the  se* 
Teral  Papers  signed  "  Francis  Bar- 
dett:"— ihe  Contents  of  which  re- 
lated to  his  being  apprehended  and 
committed  to  the  Tower  of  London, 
and  which  Papers  were  communi- 
cated to  the  House,  by  Mr.  Speaker, 
upon  the  ]3th  and  I7thdays  of  April 
last;— ^nd  to  report  sucQ  facts,  as 
thev  may  think  necessary,  together 
with  their  opinion  thereupon,  from 
time  to  time,  to  the  House ; — And  to 
whom  the  matters  stated  by  the  Ser- 
jeant at  Arms  attending  the  House, 
and  the  Process  serred  upon  him  in 
an  Action  at  Law  by  Sir  Francis  Bur- 
dett ;— and  also  the  Summons  served 
on  Mr.  Speaker,  and  the  Notice  of 
Declaration  delivered  to  the  Serjeant 
at  Arms,  at  the  Suit  of  the  said  Sir 
Francis  Burdett ;  were  referred ;— — 
Have,  pursuant  to  the  Orders  of  the 
House,  with  all  dispatch,  considered 
the  Matters  referred  to  them ;  and 
hare  agreed  to  the  following  Report. 

It  appears  to  your  Committee,  after  re- 
ferring to  the  order  of  the  House  of  the 
5th  day  of  April  last,  for  the  commitment 
of  sir  Francis  Burdett  to  tbe  Tower ;  the 
warrants  of  the  Speaker  for  that  purpose ; 
tbe  letter  of  sir  F.  Burdett  to  the  Speaker, 
dated  the  17th  day  of  April  last ;  the  Re- 
port and  examination  of  the  Serjeant  at 
Arms,  touching  his  proceedings  in  the  ex- 
ecution of  such  warrants  ;  the  notices  to 
the  Speaker  referred  to  your  Committee ; 
tbe  demand  made  upon  the  Serjeant  at 
Arms  of  a  copy  of  the  warrant  under 
which  he  arrested  sir  Francis  Burdett ; 
the  writ  served  upon  the  Serjeant,  and  the 
summons  served  upon  the  Speaker,  and 
the  notice  of  declaration  filed  against  the 
Serjeant;  which  said  notices,  demand, 
writ  and  summons,  are  all  at  the  suit  or  on 
1)ebalf  of  the  said  sir  F.  Burdett,  and  all 
hpgf  the  name  of  the  same  9>licitor,  John 
Ellis  ;<^That  tbe  said  proceedings  have 
been  broagfat  against  tht  Speaker,  and 
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the  Serjeant,  on  account  of  what  was  dona 
by  them  respectively  in  obedience  to  the 
order  of  the  House ;  and  for  the  purposa 
of  bringing  into  question,  before  a  court 
of  law,  the  legality  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  House  in  ordering  the  commitment  of 
sir  *  F.  Burdett,  and  of  the  conduct  of  the 
Speaker,  and  the  Serjeant,  in  obedience  to 
that  order. 

l.«-Your  Committee,  not^  in  conse* 
quence  of  any  doubt  upon  the  question  so 
intended  to  be  raised,  but  for  the  purposa 
of  collecting  into  one  view  such  prece- 
dents of  the  proceedings  of  the  House 
upon  cases  of  oreach  of  privilege  as  might 
atTord  light  upon  this  important  subject, 
have  in  the  first  place  examined  the  jour* 
nals,  with  relation  to  the  practice  of  the 
House  in  commitment  of  persons,  whether 
members  or  others,  for  breaches  of  pri* 
vilege,  by  offensive  words  or  writings  de* 
rogatory  to  the  honour  and  character  of 
the  House,  or  of  any  of  its  members;  and 
they  have  found  numerous  instances,  in 
the  history  of  parliament,  so  far  as  the 
journals  extend,  of  the  frequent,  uniform, 
and  uninterrupted  practice  of  the  House 
of  Commons  to  commit  to  different  cus- 
todies, persons  whom  they  have  ailjudged 
guilty  of  a  breach  of  their  privileges  by 
so  offending. 

The  statement  of  these  precedents, 
which  establish  the  law  of  parliament 
upon  this  point  by  the  usage  of  parlia- 
ment ;  the  utility  of  such  htw,  and  tha 
necessity  which  exists  for  its  continuance* 
in  order  to  maintain  the  dignity  and  in- 
dependence of  the  House  of  Commons  ; 
its  analogy  to  the  acknowledged  powera 
of  courts  of  justice,  and  the  recognition  of 
such  right  in  various  instances,  by  legal 
authorities,  by  judicial  decisions,  and  by 
the  other  branch  of  tiie  legislature;  u 
well  as  the  invariable  assertion  and  main- 
tenance of  it  by  the  House  of  Commons, 
are  topics  which  may  be  reserved  for  .a 
further  Report.  And  although  there  sre 
some  instances  in  which  the  House  haa 
thought  proper  to  direct  prosecutions  for 
such  offences,  yet  the  Committee  confi- 
dently state  that  the  more  frequent  prae- 
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lice  of  the  House,  at  all  times,  has  been 
to  vindicate  its  own  priyileges  by  its  own 
mutbority. 

2. — The  subject  which  appears  to  your 
Committee  to  press  most  urgently  for  ah 
immediate  Report,  is,  The  state  of  the 
law  and  the  practice  uf  the  House  in  cases 
either  of  criminal  prosecution  or  civil  ac- 
tion against  any  of  its  members,  for  any 
.thing  spoken  or  done  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons ;  or  for  any  proceeding  against  any 
of  its  officers  or  other  persons  acting  under 
its  authority. 

The  principal  instances  to  be  found 
under  this  head  arose  out  of  those  proceed- 
ings which,  in  the  time  of  Charles  1, 
Charles  %  and  James  2,  were  instituted  by 
the  officers  of  the  crown,  in  derogation  of 
the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  Commons 
of  England.  Those  proceedings  were  re* 
sisted,  and  resented  by  the  House  of  Com- 
mons ;  were  condemned  by  the  whole  le- 
gislature, as  utterly  and  directly  contrary 
to  the  known  laws  and  statutes  and  free- 
dom of  this  realm  ;  and  led  directly  to 
the  declaration  of  the  Bill  of  Rights, 
That  the  freedom  of  speech,  and  debates 
or  proceedings  in  parliament,  ought  not 
to  be  impeacbed  or  questioned  in  any 
court  or  place  out  of  parliament;"— 
and  your  Committee  have  no  hesitation  in 
ftating,  that  this  article  in  the  Bill  of 
Rights  extends  as  clearly  to  actions  or  in- 
die tipents  brought  or  prosecutions  by  in- 
dividuals, as  to  informations  or  other  pro- 
ceedings directly  instituted  by  the  autho- 
#ity  of  the  crown. 

.  The  law  of  parliament  on  this  subject, 
to  far  as  relates  to  words  spoken  in  par- 
liament, was  legislatively  declared  in  a 
statute  to  be  found  in  the  parliament  roll 
of  the  4th  of  Henry  8:  By  that  act,  the 
rights^  and  privileges  of  free  speech  in 
parliament  are  established,  and  a  special 
action  is  given  in  favour  of  the  party  in- 
jured by  any  action  brought  agamst  him 
for  words  spoken  in  parliament.  And, 
from  this  statute,  it  appears  that  parlia- 
ment at  that  time,  when  the  case  occurred 
ifhich  seemed  to  shew  the  expediency  of 
legislative  provision  to  give  fuller  force* 
and  protection  to  its  privileges,  made  it 
the  subject  of  such  provision. 

In  the  ^th  of  Charles  I,  an  information 
was  iiled  against  sir  J.  Elliot,  Denzel 
Holies,  est},  and  Benjamin  Valentine,  for 
their  speeches  and  conduct  in  the  House 
of  Commons ;  judgment  was  given  against 
ihem  in  the  King's  bench,  they  were  sen- 
Hocod  to  imprisonment,  and  wero  fined  : 


In  the  parliament  which  met  in  1 040  the 
House  of  Commons,  after «  Report  made 
of  the  state  of  the  ca^es  of  Mr.  Holies  and 
the  rest  of  the  imprisoned  members,  is 
the  3d  of  Charles,  came  to  several  ^esol^ 
tions ;  by  which  they  resolved, That  tbeie 
proceedings  were  against  the  law  and  pri* 
vilege  of  parliament  ;  and  condemned  tk  { 
authors  and  actors  in  them  as  persou 
guilty  of  a  breach  of  the  privilege  of  fm* 
lianient.  2  Cora.  Jour.  July  6  and  S, 
16  M.     State  Trials,  rol.  7  p.  242. 

In  the  reign  of  Charles  2,  these  pro- 
ceedings were  again  taken  into  considfn- 
tion  ;  and  the  House  of  Commons  came 
to  several  resolutions.  On  the  12th  of 
November,  1667,  they  resolved.  That  tie 
act  of  Parliament  in  the  4th  yearof  tlK 
reign  of  Henry  8,  above  referred  to,  is  a 
declaratory  law  of  the  ancient  and  neces- 
sary rights  and  privileges  of  Parliamest 
On  the  2Srd  of  November,  1667,  ihey  re- 
solved. That  the  Judgment  above  referred 
to.against  sir  J.  Elliot,  D.  Holies,  and  A 
Valentine,  esquires,  in  the  King's  Bench, 
was  an  illegal  Judgment ;  and  on  the  7th 
of  December,  1667,  they  desired  the  con- 
currence of  the  Lords.  The  Lords  on  the 
12th  of  December  agreed  with  the  Com- 
mons in  these  votes. 

Your  Committee  next  refer  to  the  cast 
of  sir  William  Williams  ;  thedctsil  oi 
which  they  proceed  to  insert  from  the  Re- 
port of  a  former  Committee  of  this  House. 

'The  case  of  sir  William  Willism^ 
'  against  whom  after  the  dissolution  of  tb« 
'  Parliament  held  at  Oxford,  an  /nfornia- 
'  tion  was  brought  by  the  Attorney  Geue- 
'  ral,  in  the  King's  Bench,  in  Trin.  Tenu, 

*  36  Car.  2,  for  a  misdemeanor,  for  having 
'  printed  the  information  against  Tbooa* 
'  Dangerfield,  which  he  had  ordered  to  ht 
'  printed  when  he  was  Speaker,  by  Order 
'  of  the  House.  Judgment  passed  agaiu^ 
'  him  on  this  information  in  the  second 
'  year  of  king  James  the  2nd.  This  pro- 
'  ceeding  the  Convention  Parliament  deem- 

*  ed  so  great  a  grievance,  and  w  higb  ^ 
'  infringement  of  the  rights  of  Parliament' 
'  that  it  appears  to  your  Committee  U>  ^ 

*  the  principal,  if  not  the  sole,  object  ^ 
'  the  first  part  of  the  eighth  head  of  toe 
'  means  used  by  king  James  to  subvert 
'  the  laws  and  liberties  of  this  kingdom,  •* 
'  set  forth  in  the  declaration  of  the  two 
'  Houses  J  which  will  appear  evident  fro» 
'  the  account  given  in  the  Journsl  ^^7 
'  Ftbfuary,  1688,  of  the  forming  of  tb» 
'  declaration,'  the  eighth  head  of  wnjc^ 
'  was  at  first  conceived  in  these  worw* 
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viz.  ^By  causing  infonnations  to  be 
broagbt  and  prosecuted  in  the  court  of 
Kiug'a  Bench^  for  matters  and  causes 
"  cognizable  only  in  Parliament,  and  by 
"  diversotherarbitrary  andillegal  courses/' 
February  II,  1688.  "To  this  article 
"  the  Lords  disagreed  ;  and  gave  for  a 
"  reason.  Because  they  do  not  fully  ap- 
"  prebend  what  is  meant  by  it,  nor  what 
^'  instances  there  liave  been  of  it ;  which 
"  therefore  they  desire  may  be  explained, 
"  if  the  House  shall  think  fit  to  insist  fur- 
«'  ther  on  it." 

February  12,  1688.  "The  House  dis- 
"  agree  with  the  Lords  in  their  amend- 
**  nient  of  leaving  out  the  eighth  article. 
"  But  in  respect  of  the  liberty  given  by 
''  the  Lords  in  explaining  that  matter; 
"  Resolved,  That  the  words  do  stand  in 
"  this  manner :  B}*^  prosecutions  in  the 
*'  court  of  King's  Bench  for  matters  and 
**  causes  .cognizable  only  in  Parliament, 
'*  and  by  divers  other  arbitrary  and  illegal 
"  courses."     '  By  which  amendment  your 

*  Committee  observes,  that  the  House 
'  adapted  the  article  more  correctly  to  the 

*  case  they  had  in  view ;   for  the  informa- 

*  tion  was  filed  in  king  Charles  the  2nd's 
'  time ;  but  the  prosecution  was  carried 
'  on,  and  judgment  obtained,  in  the  second 
'  year  of  king  James.' 

'  That  the  meaning  of  the  House  should 
'  be  made  more  evident  to  the  Lords,  the 
'  House  ordered*  "  That  sir  William  Wil- 
"  liams  be  added  to  the  managers  of  the 
"  conference;"  and  .sir  William  Williams 
'  the  same  day  reports  the  conference 
'  with  the  Lords ;  and;  "  That  their  lord- 
"  ships  had  adopted  the  article  in  the 
«'  words  as  amended  by  the  Commons." 
'  And  corresponding  to  this  article  of 
'  grievance,  is  the  assertion  of  the  right  of 
'  the  subject  in  the  ninth  article  of  the  de* 
'claratory  part  of  the  bill  of  rights;  viz. 
"  That  the  freedom  and  debates  or  pro- 
**  ceedings  in  parliament,  ought  not  to  be 
^  impeached  or  questioned  in  any  court  or 
"  place  out  of  Parliament." 

'To  which  may  be  added,  the  latter 
'  part  of  the  sixth  resolution  of  the  excep- 
'  tions  to  be  made  in  the  Bill  of  Indem* 
'  nity^  Journal,  vol.  x.  p.  146,  wherein, 
'  after  reciting  the  surrender  of  charters, 
'  and  the  violating  the  rights  and  freedoms 
'  of  elections,  &c.  it  proceeds  in  these 
*  words;  "  And  the  questioning  the  pro- 
"  ceedings  of  Parliament,  out  of  Parlia- 
"  ment,  by  declarations,  informations  or 
"otherwise,  are  crimes  for  which  some 
"  persons  may  be  justly  excepted  out  of 
'^  ths  BiU  of  Indemnity.'* 
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On  the  1 1th  of  June,  1689^  the  House 
ordered,  "  That  the  Records  of  the  Court 
of  KingV  Bench,  relatin<;c  to  the  pro* 
ceedings  against  William  Williams,  esq. 
'  now  sir  William  Williams,  knight  and. 
baronet,  late  Speaker  of  this  House,  be 
"  brought  into  this  House,  by  the  Custos 
"  Brevium  of  the  said  court,  on  Thursday 
"  morning  next." 

On  the  12ih  of  July,  "  the  Record  was 
"  read  ;  and  the  House  thereupon  resolV'> 
"  ed.  That  the  Judgment  given  in  the 
"  court  of  Kind's  Bench,  in  Easter  Term 
"  2  Jac.  2,  agamst  William  Williams,  esq. 
"  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons  in  the 
"  Parliament  held  at  Westminster,  25th 
"  October,  32  Car.  2.  for  matter  done  by 
"  Order  of  the  House  of  Commons,  and  at 
"  Speaker  thereof,  is  an  illegal  Judgment, 
''  and  against  the  freedom  of  Parliament. 
*'  Resolved,  That  a  Bill  be  brought  in 
"  to  reverse  the  said  Judgment." 

'  This  bill  was  twice  read,  but  went  no 
'  further  in  that  session  :'^A  simiUr  bill 
was  in  the  following  session  ordered  to  be 
brought  in ;  and  a  third  bill  passed  tha 
Commons  in  1 695,  and  was  sent  up  to  tha 
House  of  Lords,  but  did  not  proceed  there 
to  a  second  reading. 

It  appears  further,  that  on  the  4th  of 
June,  1689,  "  a  petition  of  John  Topham, 
"  eso.  was  read  ;  setting  forth.  That  he, 
''  bemg  a  Serjeant  at  arms,  and  attending 
"  the  House  in  the  years  1679  and  1680, 
"  when  several  Orders  were  made,  and  di- 
''  rected  to  the  petitioner,  for  the  taking 
"  into  his  custody  the  several  persons  of 
"  sir  Charles  Neal,  &c.  &c.and  others,  for 
"  several  misdemeanors  by  them  com- 
"  mitted  in  breach  of  the  privilege  of  the 
"  House ;  and  after  that  the  Commons 
'*  were  dissolved,  the  said  persons  being 
"  resolved  to  ruin  the  petitioner,  did,  ia 
"  Hilary  Term,  the  33rd  or  34th  of  king 
"  Charles,  sue  the  petitioner  in  the  King't 
"  Bench  in  several  actions  of  trespass,  bat* 
*'  tery  and  false  imprisonment,  for  taking 
"  and  detaining  them  as  aforesaid :  to 
''  which  actions  the  petitioner  pleaded  to 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  court,  the  said 
several  Orders ;  but  such  his  plea  was 
over-ruled  ;  the  then  judges  ruling  the 
"  petitioner  to  plead  in  chiefs  and  there- 
upon he  pleaded  the  Orders  in  bar  to 
the  actions :  notwithstanding  wliich  ple^ 
and  Orders,' the  then  judges  gave  judg« 
*'  roent  against  him,  &c." 

"  Upon  the  Report  from  the  Committee 
"  of  Privileges  and  Elections,  to  whom 
**  this  petition  of  J.  Topham  was  referred. 
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you  are  aathorized  to  assure  the  American 
Governmeat,  of  the  readiness  with  which 
we 'shall  be  prepared  to  eftter  into  the 
amicable  discassioiis  of  the  commercial  re- 
lations of  the  two  countries*  on  the  basis  of 
the  latter  of  the  two  principles  proposed 
by  Mr.  Galatin,  v^henever  those  obstacles 
which  8to6d  in  the  way  of  the  renewal  of 
their  intercourse  shall  have  been  happily 
remoyed.— In  this  case,  as  in  respect  to 
the  subject  of  my  other  Dispatches,  you 
will  see  that  the  sincerity  of  the  good  dis- 
iposition  professed  by  the  persons  com- 
posing the  new  administration,  is  the  point 
the  most  important  in  the  view  of  the 
British  Government.— If  such  a  disposition 
really  exists,  all  difficulties  will  (as  Mr. 
Galatin  hat  expressed  himself)  be  easily 
smoothed  away.~*-If  unfortunately  this 
hope  should  be  disappointed.  Great  Bri* 
tain  has  only  to  continue  the  system  of 
self-defence  and  retaliation  upon  her  ene- 
mieato  which  she  has  been  compelled  to 
have  recourse,  with  the  consciousness  of 
having  eagerly  seised  the  first  opportu- 
nity that  appeared  to  be  offered  to  her  of 
obtaining  through  an  amicable  arrange- 
ment with  America,  the  object  for  which 
that  system  was  ests^lished.    I  am,  &c. 

Geo.  Cahning. 

• 

No.  V.  Dispatch  from  Mr.  Secretary  Can- 
nuu^  to  '  the  Hon.  D.  Erskine, .  dated 
Foreign  Office,  May  22,  1809. 

(No.  10.) 
Sir;  Your  Dispatches  (Nos.  19.  and  20.) 
4>f  the  19th  and  20th  of  April,  have  been 
seceived  here  thir  day,  and  laid  before 
the  King.  1  have  lost  no  time  in  re* 
ceiving  his  Majesty's  commands  to  sig- 
nify to  you  his  Mi^ty's  sentiments  on 
the  manner  in  which  you  have  executed 
the  instructions  conveyed  to  you  in 
toy  Dispatches  by  Mr.  Oakley.  It  is 
much  to  be  regretted,  that  in  the  execu- 
tion of  instructions  upon  points  of  so  much 
delicacy  and  importance,  you  should  have 
thouffht  yourself  authorized  to  depart  so 
widely,  not  only  from  their  letter  but 
from  Uieir  spirit. — With  respect  to  the 
instructions  relating  to  the  Chesapeake, 
which  form  the  subject  of  my  Dispatch 
No.  1.  I  have  to  remark,  first,  the  total 
omission  by  you  of  a  preliminary  of  the 
most  material  importance;  2diy,  a 
departure  firom  the  terms  of  your  instruc- 
tions in  the  manner  of  conducting  the 
negotiation ;  and,  3dly,  the  admission  bv 
you,  and  so  far  as  appears  without  remon- 
strance or  obicrvitioii,  of  a  Note  contain- 


ing  expressions  offimsive  to  his  M ejesty's 
dignity,  such'  as  no  Minister  of  4iis  Bsj- 
jesty  ought  to  have  submitted  to  reoerre, 
and  to  transmit  to  bis  GoTemment. 

1st.  It  is  distinctly  stated  by  me,  u 
the  condition  of  his  Majesty's '«'  no  kmgo 
insisting  upon  the  recall  of  the  Proclaina- 
tion  of  July  1807,  as  a  preliminary  to  the 
adjustment  of  the  difierence  ariaiitg  (nm 
the  affair  of  the  Chesapeake,  That  the 
ships  of  war  of  France  shall,  in  point  of 
fact,  have  been  excluded  firom  ihe  ports 
of  the  United  States,  and  such  ships  o^ 
that  description  asw.ere  in  those  port£» 
shall  have  been  warned  to  depart.' ' 

Of  this  condition  you  appear  to  hz\e 
taken  no  notice  whatever.  The  'Noo-m* 
tercourse  Bill  operated  only  to  the  pros- 
pective exclusion ;  but  as  to  the  waraio^ 
to  be  given  to  any  ships  of  war  of  Fnnce 
(if  any  such  there  were)  in  the  ports  of  tbe 
United  States,  it  no  where  appears  thtf 
even  a  question  was  put  by  you  on  .thif 
snl^ect,  much  less  that  you  received  any 
satisfactory  assurance  upon  it. 

2dly.  But  if  this  .preliminary  cooditisa 
had  been  fiilfiUed,  your  instructions  pro- 
ceed to  state,  that  even  then  "  it  weold 
still  be  necessary  that  either  the  Proclama* 
tion  should  be  withdrawn,  or- its  operatioa 
formerly  declared  to  .  be  at  an  end; 
though  it  would  be  sufficient  that  such 
withdrawal  or  declaration  should  be  re- 
corded in  the  same  instrument,  or  at  the 
same  time  with  the  terms  of  reparation." 

So  far  from  this  indispensible  condi- 
tion haying'  been  obtained  by  yon^  JVfr. 
Smith,  in  the  answer  returned  by  bim  to 
your  Note,  studiously  avoids  any  thing 
like  a  recognition  of  the  principle  on 
which  alone  the  demand  of  the  formal  re- 
call of  the  Proclamation  was  to  be  waved. 
Neither  is  the  Proclamation  itself  with- 
drawn, nor  its  operation  declared  to  be  at 
an  end.— The  obvious  consequence  of 
this  omission  is,  that  if  theNon-intercoorse 
act,  which  is  a  temporary  act,  were  to  be 
suffered  to  expire,  .  the  Proclamation 
m«ght  revive,  and  the  inequality  betireen 
the  two  belligerents-  be  thereby  restored^ 

it  was  obviously  your  duty,  before  yoo 
committed,  his  Majesty's  name  by  a  writ- 
ten ofier  of  reparation,  to  ascertain  in 
what  maimer  that  ofier  would  be  received 
and  answered ;  and  if  you  fi>und  that  the 
express  conditions,  either  of  the  with- 
drawing the  Proclamation,  or  declaring 
its  ^operation  to  be  at  an  end,  would  not 
be  complied  with,  to  abstain  from  pio* 
one  single  step  in  the  negociatioa 
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^ntiryoo  had  referred  home  for  farther 
instroctions. 

That  part  of  your  Instnictions  which 
directed    that    this  arrangement^  if  not 
made  the  subject  of  a  convention,  ihould 
be  settled  "  by  the  exchange  of  ministerial 
"  Notes  dated  on  ^the  same  day,  and  reci« 
procally  delivered  at  the  same  time/'  Was 
expressly  intended  to  gnard  against  the 
possibility  of  yoor  committing  yourself 
bv  a  written  propoaaU  in  the  ancertainty 
of  what  might  be  the  nature  of  the  aftiswer 
to   be  returned  to  it.^His  Majesty  will 
not  suppose  it  possible  that  Mr.  Smithes 
intended  answer  can  have  been  communi* 
cated  to  you  previously,  and  have  obtain* 
ed  your  approbation.— In  the  proposal  for 
restoring  the  men  taken  from  on  board  of 
the  Chesapeake,  it  was  not  intended  that 
the  condition  of  his  Majesty's  right  to 
reclaim  them  in  a  regular  way  from  the 
American  Government^  if  either  natural 
bom  subjects  of  his  Majesty,  or  deserters 
from  his  Majesty's  service,  should  have 
been  omitted.    I  dwell  however  the  less 
on  this  point,  as  his  Majesty's  right  in  this 
respect  is  founded    on  public  law,  and 
does  not  require  to  be  fortified  by  the  re- 
cognition  of  any  other  Government.— But 
I  cannot  forbear  observing  with  regret, 
that  the  bounty  of  his  Majesty  in  the  in* 
tended  provision  for  the  relations  of  the 
men  killed  on  board  of  the  Chesapeake, 
is  not  only  stated  by  you  without  a  similar 
restriction,  but  is  brought  forward  at  once 
as  a  part  of  the  reparation  originally  of- 
fered ;  and  thus  converted  by  you  from  an 
act  of  spontaneous  generosity,  into  one 
of  positive  obltsation. 

3dly.  In  addition  to  the  substance  of 
Mr.  Smith's  Note,  which  I  have  already 
mentioned,  it  remains  for  me  to  notice  tfaie 
expressions  so  iiill  of  disrespect  to  his 
Msjesty  with  which  that  Note  concludes. 
And  I  am  to  signify  to  you  the  displeasure 
which  his  Majesty  feels,  that  any  Minister 
of  bis  Majesty  should  have  shewn  himself 
Ao  far  insensible  of  what  is  due  to  the  dig- 
nity of  his  Sovereign,  as  to  have  consented 
to  receive  and  transmit  to  be  laid  before 
his  Majesty  a  Note  in  which  such  exprea> 
sions  were  contained.    I  am,   &c. 

Gbo.  Caniiing. 

No.VI.«-IK9MlcA  from  Mr.  Secretary  Con- 
iisi^,  to  the  Hon,  David  Erskme,  dated 
Foreign  Qfice,  May  2Sd,  1809. 

Sir;  I  proceed  in  this  Dispatch,  to  point 
out  to  you  those  deviations  from  the  in- 
stradions  conveyed  to  you  in  my  Dispatch 

VOL.  xvn^^Jppendix. 


No.  9.  which  yon  have  unforlnnately 
thought  yourself  at  liberty  to  adopt,  and 
of  which  i  am  to  express  to  you  his  Ma- 
jesty's entire  disapprobation.— -I  do  not 
dwell  upon  the  singular  and  oflfensive  step 
taken  by  the  American  Government  in 
publishing  the  whole  of  the  correspond- 
ence which  had  taken  place  between  you 
and  the  American  ^Secretary  of  Slate; 
because  his  Majesty  is  willing  to  believe, 
that  ^on  cannot  hnve  been  a  party  to  this 
publication ;  his  Majesty  conceives  it  im- 
possible that  you  should  have  given  your 
consent  to  such  a  proceeding,  especially 
in  respect  to  a  transaction  which  you  pro* 
fess  yourself  to  consider  as  merely  "  con- 
ditional." But  as  the  publ ication  appears 
to  have  taken  place  on  the  1 9th  of  April, 
the  day  of  the  date  of  your  Dispatches,  it 
seems  difficult  to  understand  how  it  hap- 
pens, that  your  Dispatches  should  not  con- 
tain any  notification  of  your  intention  to 
remonstrate  against  a  proceeding,  so  ex- 
traordinary as  that  of  the  publication  of 
the  Correspondence  of  a  Minister  without 
his  concurrence,  and  previously  to  his 
transmission  of  it  to  his  courts 

I  am  in  the  first  place  to  observe  to  you 
that  the  Instructions  which  I  transmitted 
to  you,  by  his  Majesty's  command,  in  my 
Dispatch  No.  1.  expressly  stated,  ''  That 
the  manner  in  which  the  proposal  for  the 
adjustment  of  that  di&rence  may  "  be  re- 
ceived, would  be  the  best  test  of  the 
general  disposition  of  the  American  Go- 
vernment, and  would  naturally  indicate 
the  course  to  be  pursued  in  respect  to  thft 
further  Instniotions,"  which  I  proceed  te 
communicate  to  yen  in  another  Dispatch; 
and  I  am  to  express  his  Majesty's  sur^ 
prise  and  regret,  that  such  a  Note  as  that 
which  yon  received  from  Mr.  2!>mith,  in 
answer  to  your  ofifer,  of  reparation  for  the 
afiair  if  the  Chesapeake,  can  have  been 
received  by  you  as  a  proof  of  the  accept- 
ance by  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  of  the  honourable  reparation  ten- 
dered by  his  Majesty  "  in  the  same  spirit 
of  conciliation  in  which  it  was  proposed^ 
— ^that  Note  itself  being  an  oftnce  against 
bis  Majesty's  dignity,  such  as  no  Minister 
of  his  Majesty  ought  to  have  passed  by 
unresented* 

I  am  at  a  km  to  conceive  on  what 
ground  yon  thought  yourself  authorised 
to  open  your  correspondence  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  Orders  in  Couneil,  with  the  in- 
timation of  his  Majesty's  determination 
to  send  to  the  United  States  an  Envoy 
Extraordinary  '''invested  with  full  poweia 
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.to  coneliide  a  Treaty  on  all  the  points  of 
the  relations  between  the  two  countries.'' 

Your  Instructions  do  not  authorize  you 
to  hold  out  the  expectation  of  "any  such 
ini8sion«  until  his  Majesty  should  hare  re« 
oeived,  on  the  part  of  the  goTemment  of 
tbe  United  Staies^  an  authentic  and  official 
recognition  of  the  conditions  which  you 
were  directed  to  require. 

The  Instructions  which  I  was  com- 
manded by  his  Msyesty  to  transmit  to 
you,  on  the  subject  of  the  Orders  in  Coon* 
fil«  were  framed  on  the  basis  of  three  con* 
ditioos,  the  agreement  to  which»  on  the 
part  of  the  American  GoTemroent*  was 
stated  to  be  indispensable  to  his  Majesty's 
^consenting  io  withdraw  his  Orders  in 
CouDciL  The  Iflt  of  these  conditions  was, 
that  the  interdiction  of  the  harbours  of 
America  to  the  ships  of  ivar  of  Great  Bri- 
tain>  and  all  Non-intercourse  or  Non*im- 
portation  Acts  should  be  withdrawn,  so 
far  as  respects  Great  Britain,  **  leaving 
them  in  force  with  respect  to  France,  and 
the  powers  which  adopt  or  act  unde|r  her 
d^rees." 

The  2d.  That  America  should  renounce, 
during  the  present  war,  the  pretension  of 
carrying  on  in  time  of  war  all  trade  with 
the  enemies  colonies,  from  which  she  was 
excluded  during  peace. 

The  id.  That  it  should  be  understood 
and  agreed  between  the  two  powers,  that 
Great  Britain  should  be  at  liberty  to  cap- 
ture all  American  iressels  that  should  be 
found  attempting  to  trade  with  France,  or 
aV)y  powers  which  adopted  or  acted  under 
her  decrees. 

I  was  commaMded  to  state  to  you,  that 
f '  upon  receiving  on  the  part  of  the  Ame- 
rican GoTernment  a  distinct  and  official 
recognition  of  these  three  oonditionsy"  his 
Majesty  would  lose  no  time  in  sending  a 
minister  to  America  fully  empowered  to 
consign  them  (these  three  concfilions)  to  a 
formal  and  regular  Treaty,  his  Majesty  on 
his  part  withdrawing  his  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil of  January  and  November  1807 ;  or  if 
the  delay  were  thought  to  be  inconrenient. 

Sou  were  authorised  to  engage  fbr  his 
lajcaty,  that  "  upon  the  receipt  here  of 
an  oflMial  Note  eontaining  an  engage- 
ment for  the  adoption  by  the  American 
Govenunent  of  tiiese  three  conditions,  his 
Msjesty  would  be  prepared,  on  the  ftuth 
of  such  engagement,  to  ^acall  the  Orden 
in  Ceonc»l»  withont  wailmg  fiir  the  con- 
duaion  of  a  Treaty."— The  recall  there- 
fere,  on  hia  Majesty^s  part,  of  the  Orders 
in  Cowicil,  was  to  depend  entirely  and 


exclusively  on  the  aee«ptaaee  by  ik 
American  Government  of  the  three  coidi' 
tions  so  precisely  deeeribed,  and  so  r* 
peatedly  referred  te«  Xa  this  respect  tbe 
Instructions  were  peremptory*  and  adsiih 
ted  of  ao  discretion.  Tke  ooly  discretia 
left  to^  you  was,  in  the  ereat  ef  the  Ask- 
rican  Government  expreaoiog  a  wiiii  u 
that  eSecl,  to  anticipate  tbe  operatieo  a 
the  Treaty,  by  engaging  ia  bis  Majcstf'i 
name,  that  his  M^jeaty  would  withdm 
the  Orders  in  Couooil^  oo  the  receipt  hm 
of  an  ofl&cial  Note  ccNateiniag  tbe  fonsii 
engagement  of  the  Americatt  GovenuDca 
to  adopt  these  three  coaditioaa..  Neibii^ 
can  be  more  clear,  tluui  tliat  not  oae  4 
these  three  rnnditinee  has  beaa  adoptcii 
by  the  Governments  «or  any  eogageaial 
taken  for  their  adoption* 

Tbe  second  aiid  third  con^luon  yov  ip* 
pear  to  have  given   up  altogether.   Nc 
mention  whatever  is  made  ef  them  inyem 
written    communications   to  Mr.  Smtk, 
and  in  respect  to  them,  therefiore,  you  ban 
acted  in  direct  contradiction  to  yoor In- 
structions. *— But  even  or  tbe  Itrst  eoodi* 
tlon,  of  which  alone  you   appear  to  bare 
attempted  to  bbtain  tbe  fuifiiment,  the 
most  material  part  has  either  heenom- 
looked  or  conceded  by  you.— ^his  condh 
tion  did  not  require  solely  tlie  repeal  «f 
the  offensive  Acta  with  respect  to  Grrat 
Britain,  but  that  repeal  coupled  with  tht 
continuance  of  those  Acts  in  force  wiijb 
respect  to  France  and  the  powers  wbia 
adopt  and  act  under  her  decrees. — Up« 
this  clause,  the  most  important  part  of^ 
condition,  you  do  not  appear  to  hau  >** 
sisted,  in  any  part,  not  only  of  your  co^ 
respondence  but  of  your  verba/  conuao- 
nications  with  the  American  GoTenunei^ 

This  cbuse,  above  all  others,  it  waf  »•' 

ceasary  to  consign  to  a  formal  and  written 

agreement.    As  the  matter   at  P***^ 

stands  before  the  world,  in  yoar  o/ficw 

correspondence  with  Mr.  Smidi,  the  Aio^ 

rican  Government  would  be  at  liberty^ 

morrow  to  repeal  the  Non-iutercouwe  Ac* 

altogether,  without  infringing  the  agrte* 

ment  which  you  have  tlioumit  P^^P^ 

enter  into  on  behalf  of  his  Majesty;  ^ 

if  such  a  clause  was  thought  neeeasarf  ^ 

this  condition,  at  the  time  when  my  *^' 

structions  were  written,  it  was  ob«oo«y 

become  much  more  so,  when  the  Son-^ 

tercourse  Act  was  passed  for  a  lifl»»^ 

time.    You  must  also  have  been  aa^^^ 

at  the  time  of  making  the  agreemtutf  ^ 

the  American  Government  liad  ia  >*^ 

formally   exempted    Hoilfmd*  a  P^*^ 
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has  frnqaettmnobly  "  adopted  and 
afccted  under  the  decrees  of  Fran<^e/'  (torn 
tbes  operation  of  the  Non-intercoorse  Act ; 
stn  exemption  in  direct  contravention  of 
the  condition  pfMcribed  io  yoo,  and  which 
of*  itself  ought  to  have  prevented  you  from 
cottling  to  any  agreement  whatever. 

Witnont  therefore  obtaining  even  One 
of  those  conditions^  on  the  obtaining  of  all 
of  which  the  conceSBioo  of  his  Majesty 
^^as  to  depend,  yon  have  pledged  his  Ma- 
jesty to  the  full  extent  of  that  concession ; 
and  have  placed  his  Majesty  in  the  painful 
alternative,  of  having  either  to  refbse  to 
abide  by  am  engagement  taken  in  his  Ma- 
jesty's name  by  an  accredited  minister  of 
Mis  Majesty,  or  to  acquiesce  in  a  measure 
which  has  be€in  adopted,  not  only  not  in 
conformity  to  his  Majesty's  views,  but  in 
contradiction   to  his  positive   directions. 

I  am,  &c«  6eor($b  Cannimo. 

No.  VII. — Bitpaich  Jhom  Mr.  Secreimy 
CofMing,  to  the  Honourable  David  Et' 
skint,  dated  Foreign  Office,  May  SOth, 
1809. 

Sir;   I  hercfwith   enclose  to  yoo  the 
Copies  of  an  Order,  whiclr  was  passed  by 
tbe  King  in  Gotmeil  on  Wednesday  the 
24lh  instant ;  and  I  have  to  signify  to  yoo 
bis  Majesty's  pleasure,  that  yoo  deliver 
one  Copy  of  this  Order  to*  the  American 
Secretarj^  of  State,  and  that  yon  ois  your 
utmost  exertiona  to  render  it  as  public  as 
may  be  possible  among  the  merchants  of 
the  United  Slates.^This  Order  in  Coun- 
cil contains,  as  you  will  perceive,  his  Ma- 
jesty's disavoiral  of  the  agreement  vrhicb 
you  have  concluded  with  the  American 
Government — I  am  directed  by  his  Ma- 
jetty  to  state  to  you,  that  his  Majesty  en- 
tertains no  donbt  of  the  good  intentions 
and  aeal  for    his  Majesty's   service  by 
which  yon  have  been  led  to  def^rt  from 
your  Instractions ; — But  yon  must  be  sen- 
sible that  the  consequences  of  soch  a  step, 
and  the  poblicity  which  has  been  given  to 
it  by  the  American  Government,  render  it 
impossible  that  you  should  continue  in  the 
exercise  of  yonr  fractions,  either  with  sa- 
tisfaction to  yourseK,  or  with  advantage 
to  his  Majesty's  service :  I  have  thereme 
leceived  bis  Majesty's  commands  to  in- 
htta  you,  that  his  Majesty  has  been  gra- 
eieosly  pleased  to  appoint  Mr.  Jackson  to 
reptece  yon,  t>y  whom  I  shall  transmit  to 
yoa  foot  ItCler  &t  recall.     I  am,  &c. 

Gioitei  C«ittrnia. 


DisPATcnes  prom  tnis  Hon.  David  £r- 
sitrN^,  to  Ma.  StcRETARt  Canning. 

No.  yill—Difaich  from  ike  Hon,  D.  £r. 
akine,  io  Mr.  Secreimy  Omnmg,  dated 
WaMnffon,  December  S,  1808.  \ 

Sir;— The  Government  and  Congress 
have  been  quite  at  a  loss  how  to  act  in 
the  present  extraordinary  and  embarrass- 
ing situation  of  their  public  atfiiirs,  and 
they  have  not  yet  determined  opon  the 
measures  which  they  mean  to  porsocf; 
but  I  think  that  I  may  venture  to  assure 
you,  that  the  course  of  conduct  recom- 
mended by  the  Committee  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  to  which  vras  referred 
the  Documents  mentioned  and  the  Presi^ 
deiif  s  Message  M  Congress,  will  in  snb- 
stancf)  at  lOast  be  adopted  for  the  present 
with  certain  amendments,  so  as  to  give 
some  time  previons  to  its  going  into  ope- 
ration. 

It  is  not  however  denied  by  those  even 
who  have  introduced  this  measure,  that  it 
is  only  of  a  temporary  nature,  and  that 
the  United  Statos  may  be  driven  to  adopt 
a  more  decided  course  of  conddct  against 
the  belligorents,  before  this  present  Gon« 
gross  closes,  or  sa  any  rate  soon  after  the 
meeting  of  the  ne«t^  Legislature,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  feelings  and  sentiments  of 
the  Eastern  division  of  the  United  States, 
which  has  almost  onivemtlly  expressed  a 
disapprobation  of  the  continuance  of  the 
Embarso,  and  hat  be||un  to  shew  symp- 
toms of  a  determinatiOD  not  to  endure  it 
nmeh  longer. 

The  Government  and  party  in  power 
uneqaivocaHy  express  their  resoiotiott  not 
to  remove  the-  Embargo,  except  by  sub- 
stitoting  war  measures  against  both  beUi« 
gerents,  unless  either  or  both  shonid  rebm 
their  restrictions  opon  nentral  conunerce. 

Upon  this  subject  soose  in^poctant  com* 
rtiomcations  have  been  made  to  me  by  Mr. 
Madison  and  several  of  the  mombers  of 
this  Government,  which  I  will  acoordingiy 
lay  before  you,  as  I  confidently  believe 
thejr  were  delivered  from  an  nnfeigneA 
desire  that  they  might  produce  the  efect 
of  leading*  if  possible,  to  some  adjustment 
of  their  differences  with  Great  Britain,  so 
as  to  enable  the  Government  and  the  nar 
tion  ta  extricate  themselves  from  the  pr^ 
sent  yftty  distressing  dilemma  in  whidl 
they  are  involved. 

Mr.  Madison  expressed  his  firmeon^ics 
tion  that  when  the  Documents  referred  to ' 
iR  the  President's  Measage  shoidd  be  seen 
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order  Mrs.  Read  to  be  committed  to  the 

^leet^  and  Huggonson  to  be  taken  into 

close  custody  of  the  warden  of  the  Fleet. 

]  5th  Vesey,  jun.  page  2a7. 

Exparte  Jones. 

The  object  of  this  petition  was  toremore 
the  Committee  of  a  lunatic,  and  to  bring 
before  the  Lord  Chancellor  an  alleged  con- 
tempt by  the  Committee  and  his  wife  and 
other  persons,  as  the  authors  printers  and 
publishers  of  a  pamphlets  with  an  address 
to  the  Lord  Chancellpr  by  way  of  dedica- 
tion, reflecting  upon  the  conduct  of  the 
petitioner  and  others  acting  in  the  ma- 
nagement of  the  affairs  ot  the  lunatic 
under  orders  made  in  pursuance  of  the 
-  trusts  of  a  will,  the  affidavit  representing 
the  conduct  of  the  Committee  and  bi^wife 
intruding  into  the  master's  office^  and  in- 
ti^rrupting  him*  not  only  in  the  bnsiness  of 
this  particular  lunacy,  but  all  other  busi- 
ntaa.  T)ie  wife  of  the  Committee  a? owed 
herself  to  be  the  author  of  the  pamphlet^ 
ftUcgiog  the  innocence  of  her  husbai»d. 

The  solicitor-ffeneral  (sir  Samuel  Ro*> 
milly)  and  Mr.  Hart,  in  support  of  the  pe- 
tition, were  stopped  by  the  Lord  Chancel- 
lor, who  called  on  the  counsel  against  it. 

Mr.  Plowden  resisted  the  petition,  con- 
tSBdiiig  that  the  petitioners  had  a  remcidy 
at  law. 

Lord  Erskioe,  Lord  Chancellor. 

As  to  remedy  at  law,  the  subject  of  this 
appUcation  is  not  the  libel  against  the  pe- 
titioner.— ^The  case  of  Roach  t^.  Garvan  (2 
Atk.  460.)  and  another,  there  mentioned, 
were  cases  jof  constructive  contempt,  de- 
pending upon  the  inference/>f  an  intention 
to  obstruct  the  course  of  justice.  In  this 
instance,  that  is  not  left  to  conjecture ;  and 
whatever  may  be  said  ts*to  a  constructive 
contempt  through  the  medium  of  a  libel 
against  persons  engaged  in  controversy  in 
the  court,  it  never  has  been  nor  can  be  de* 
nicd,.  that  a  publication  not  only  with  an 
obvious  tendency  but  with  the  design  to 
obstruct  the  orainary  course  ofjustice,  is 
a  very  high  contempt — Lord  Hardwicke 
considered  persons  concerned  in  the  busi- 
ness of  the  court  as  being  under  the  pro- 
tection of  the  court,  and  not  to  be  drif  en 
,  to  other  remedies  against  libels  upon  them 
in  that  respect— But  without  considering 
whether  this  is  or  is  not  a  libel  upon  the 
petitioner,  what  excuse  can  be  alleged  for 
the  whole  Cenbi^  of  this  book,  and  intro- 
duced by  this  declaration  of  the  purpose 
vfhich  the  author  intended  it  to  answer? 
It  might  be  sufficient  to  say  of  the  book 
itselfi  stripped  pf  the  dedication,  that  it 


could  be  published  with  no  other  ij 
than  to  obstruct  the  duties  cast  iipoo  ti» 
petitio];ier,  and  to  bring  inta  coofcampt  the 
orders  that  had  been  made.  Bot  opop 
the  dedics^tion  this  is  not  a  comtrvctiTt 
contempt.  It  is  not  lef^  to  iiifercaure.  la 
this  dedication  the  object  is  avowed*  by 
defhming  the  proceedings  of  the  covn, 
standing  upon  its  rules  and  ordam*  smd  a* 
teresting  the  public,  pr^adiced  in  imvav 
of  the  author  by  h»r  own  paitlml  lepiv- 
>4entalion,  to  procure  a  difierent  wecies  ei 
judgmei^t  from  that  which  wouM  be  admn 
nistered  in  the  mdinary  courae*  end  bv 
flattering  the  judge  to  taint  the  aomve  k 
josticf  .*— This  pamphlet  haa  been  sent  to 
me»    . 

As  to   the  printers,  lord    Hardvricfce 
observes,  it  is  no  excuse  that  the  printer 
was  ignorant  of  the  contents.     Their  is- 
tontion  may  have  been  innocent ;  hot,  u 
lord  Mamfield  has  aud,  the  fact  trhencc 
the  illegal  motive  is  inferred  most  be  tn- 
versed,  and  the  party  admitting  the  act 
cannot  deny  the  motive.     The  maxim 
Ahu9  nottfacU  reum,  nm  mmt  sii  res,  «mMl 
be  made  applicable  to  this  snl^ect  in  ths 
ordinary  anministrations  of  justi<:e,  as  the 
effisct  would  be  that  the  ewla  of  justka 
vonlci  be  defeated  by  oontrivanoe.— Bet 
upon  the  satisfactory  account  given  by 
three  of  these  printers,  though  uodonbc* 
edly  under  a  criminal  proceeding,  they 
would  be  in  mercy  in  a  case  of  ccmtempt 
Though  I  have  the  jurisdiction,  I  shall  not 
use  it. — ^The  other  printer  appears  opo» 
the  affidavits  under  diflisrent  circomstances. 
Having  made  the  observation,  tfatat  this 
pamphlet  ought  not  to  be  printed,  being 
totally  uninterestiuff  to  the  public,  yet  he 
does  print  it ;  and  uiough  tne  ioau  peas- 
imuia  was  smbrded  to  him,  and  he  wts 
called  upon  not  to  print  any  more,  he  pro- 
ceeded until  he  had  notice  of  this  petition. 

Let  the  Committee,  and  his  wife,  and 
the  printer  to  whom  I  have  last  alluded^ 
be  committed  to  the  Fleet  prison.  Dismiss 
the  Committee  from  that  office ;  and  di- 
rect a  reference  to  the  master,  as  to  the 
appointment  of  another  Committee. 

Extracts  from  sir  Eardley  Wihnot's  Opi- 
nions *  and  Judgments ;  p.  253* 

Hilary  Term,  5  Geo.  IIL-— 1765. 

The  King  against  Aucon. 

"  It  has  been  argued  that  the  mode  of 

*  This  opinion  was  not  delivered  in 
court,  the  prosecution  having  bean  drop- 
ped, in  consequence,  it  is  supposed,  of  the 
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proce«dtiig  hy  ftttachoMiiC  ^a  an  itiTuion 
upon  the  ancieot  simplicity  of  tha  Iaw  ; 
^hat  it  took  ltd  rise  from  the  ttaltite  of 
MTcaliiiinster,  ch.  2.;  and  Gilbert's  His- 
tory of  the  practice  of  the  eoort  of  Coiti* 
moB  Ploasj  p.  SO.  in  the  first  edition,  is 
cited   to  prove  that  position.    And  it  is 
said,  that  act  only  applies  to  persons  re- 
^#lilig  process;  and  though  this  mode  of 
proceeding  is  Tery  proper  to  remote  ob- 
structions to  the  execution  of  process^  or  to 
any  contumelious  treatment  of  it,  or  to 
any  <;oQlempt  to  the  authority  of  the  court, 
yet  that  papers  reflecting  merely  upon  the 
qualities  of  judges  themseWes,  are  not 
the  proper  objects  of  an  attachment ;  that 
judges  nare  proper  remedies  to  recover  a 
satisfaction  for  such  reflections,  bv  actions 
of  sctmdahim  mt^gnaium;  and  that  in  the 
case  of  a  peer,  the  House  of  Lords  mav  be 
applied  to  for  a  breach  of  privilege :  That 
such  libellers  may  be  brought  to  punish-' 
ment  by  indictment  or  information;  that 
there  are  but  few  instances  of  thb  sort 
upon  libels  on  courts  or  judges ;  that  the 
Common  Pleas  lateljr refused  to  do  it;  that 
libels  of  this  kind  have  been  prosecuted  by 
actions  and  indictment;  and  that  attach- 
ments ought  not  to  be  extended  to  libels 
of  this  nature,  because  judges  would  be 
determining  in  their  own  cause ;  and  that 
it  is  more  proper  for  a  jury  to  determine 
quo  anmo  such  libels  were  published. 

"  As  to  the  origin  of  attachments,  I 
think  the^  did  not  take  their  rise  from  the 
statute  of  Westminster,  ch.  2. ;  the  passage 
oat  of  Gilbert  does  not  prove  it ;  but  he 
only  says,  **  the  origin  of  commitments 
**  for  contempt,  *  seems'  to  be  derived  from 
''this  statute;''  but  read  the  paragraph 
through,  the  end  contradicts  the '  seeming' 
mentioned  in  the  beginning  of  it;  and 
shews,  that  it  was  a  part  of  the  law  of  the 
land  to  commit  for  contempt,  confirmed 
by  this  statute.    And  indeed  when  Aat 
act  of  parliament  is  read,  it  is  impossible 
to  draw  the  commencement  of  such  a  pro- 
ceeding ont  of  it;  it  empoiwers  the  tbenST 
to  imprison  persons  resisting  process,  bnC 

resifoation  of  the  then  attorney  general ; 
but  after  the  death  of  this  eminent  and 
very  learned  chief  justice,  was  found  in  his 
own  haod-vlviting  among  his  papers  by 
his  son,  who  published  it  in  Memoirs  of  his 
Life,  pajge  243.  The  occasion  of  it  was  a 
motion  in  tiie  court  of  King's  bench,  for 
an  attachment  against  Mr.  Almon,  for  a 
contempt  in  pvUishm^  a  libel  upon  the 
coQit,  sad  upon  tho  chief  justice. 


[dvifi 

has  no  more  to  do  with  giving  courts  bf 
justice  a  power  to  vindicate  their  own  dig- 
nity, than  any  other  chapter  in  that  act. 

"  The  power  which  the  courts  io  West- 
minster hall  ha^e  of  vindicating  their  own 
authority,  is  coeval  with  their  first  foun- 
dation and  ittStiiution;  it  is  a  necessary 
incident  to  every  court  of  justice,  whether 
of  record  or  not,  to  fine  and  imprison  for  a 
contempt  to  the  court,  acted  in  the  face  of 
it,  1  Vent.  1.  and  the  issu'mg  of  attachments 
by  the  supreme  courts  of  justice  in  West- 
minster hall,  for  contempu  out  of  couV^ 
stands  upon  the  same  immemorial  usage  as 
supports  the  whole  fabric  of  the  common 
law;  it  is  as  much  the  Ux  tara,  and  within 
the  exception  of  Mama  CAarta,  as  the  is- 
suing any  other  legal  process  whatever. 

"I  have  exammecl  very  carefully  to 
see  if  I  could  find  out  any  vestigates  or 
traces  of  iu  introduction,  hut  can  find 
none;  it  is  as  ancient  as  any  other  part  of 
the  GOtnmon  law  ;  there  is  no  priority  or 
posteriority  to  be  discovered  about  it,  and 
therefore  cannot  be  said  to  invade  the 
common  law,  but  to  act  in  alliance  and 
friendly  conjunction  with  every  other  pro- 
vision which  the  wisdom  of  our  ancestors 
has  established  for  the  general  good  of  so- 
ciety r-  And  though  I  do  not  mean  (o  com- 
pare and  contrast  attachments  with  trials 
by  jury,  yet  truth  compels  me  to  say,  that 
the  mode  of  proceeding  by  attachment 
stands  upon  the  rtr^  same  foundation  and 
basis  as  trials  by  jury  do,  immemorial 
usage  and  practice ;  it  is  a  constitutional 
reoMdy  in  particular  cases;  and  the 
judges  in  those  cases  are  at  much  bound 
to  give  an  activity  to  this  part  of  the  law, 
as  to  any  other  part  of  it.  Indeed  it  is 
admitted,  that  attachments  are  very  pro* 
perly  granted  for  resistance  ol  process, -or 
a  contumelious  treatment  of  it,  or  any  vio- 
lence or  abuse  of  the  ministers  or  others 
employed  to  execute  it.  But  it  is  said 
that  the  courts  of  justice  in  thoie  cases  is 
obstructed,  and  the  obstruction  must  be 
instantly  removed ;  that  there  is  no  such 
necessity  in  die  case  of  libels  upon  courts 
or  judges,  which  may  wait  for  the  ordinary 
methM  of  prosecution,  without  any  in- 
convenience whatsoever.  But  where  the 
nature  of  die  oflfence  of  libelling  judges 
for  what  they  do  in  their  judicial  capa- 
cities, either  in  court  or  out  of  court,  comes 
to  be  considered,  it  does,  in  my  opinion, 
become  more  proper  for  an  attachment 
than  any  other  case  whatsoever. 

"  By  oar  constitution,  the  king  is  the 
fbnntain  of  every  species  of  justice  which 
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is  administered  in  ibis  kingdom,  12  Co. 
'25.  I  The  king  is  dcjure  to  distribute  jus- 
tice to  all  bis  subjects ;  and  because  he 
cannot  do  it  himself  to  all  persons,  be  de- 
legates his  power  to  his  judgesj  who  have 
the  custody  and  guard  of  the  king's  oath^ 
and  sit  in  the  seat  of  the  king  *'  concern- 
ing his  justice." 

<^Tbe  arraignment  of  the  justice  of  the 
judges  is  arraigning  the  king's  justice ;  it 
is  an  impeachment  of  his  wisdom  and 
goodness  in  the  choice  of  his  judges,  and 
excites  in  the  mind  of  the  people  a  gene- 
ral dissatisfaction  with  all  judicial  deter- 
minations, and  indisposes  their  minds  to 
obey  them  ;  and  whenever  mens  allegi- 
ance to  the  laws  is.  so  fundamentally 
shaken,  it  is  the  most  fatal  and  the  most 
dangerpus  obstruction  of  justice,  and,  in 
my  opinion,  calls  out  for  a  more  rapid  and 
immediate  redress  than  any  other  obstruc- 
tion >vhatsoever ;  not  for  the  sake  Of  the 
judges,  as  private  ii^dividuals,  but  because 
they  are  the  channels  by  which  the  kind's 
justice  is  conveyed  to  the  people.  To  De 
impartial,  and  to  be  universally  thought 
0O,  are  both  absolutely  necessary  for  the 
giving  justice  that  free«  open  and  uninter- 
rupted current,  which  it  has  for  many  ages 
found  all  over  this  kingdom,  and  which  so 
eminently  distinguishes  and  exalts  it  above 
all  nations  upon  the  earth. 

*'  In  the  moral  estimation  of  the  offence, 
end  in  every  public  consequence  arising 
from  it,  what  an  infinite  disproportion  is 
there  between  speaking  contumelious 
words  of  the  rules  of  the  court,  for  which 
attachments  are  granted  constantly,  and 


coolly  and  dfilibtrailely  pfintin^  the 
virulent -and  malignant  scandal  wbic^ 
fancy  could  suggest  upon  the  jbdges  thesi- 
selves.  It  se^ms  to  be  material  to  fix  the 
ideas  of  the  words  •*  authority"  as^ 
"  contempt  of  the  court,"  to  speak  witk 
precision  upon  the  question. 

**  The  trial  by  jury  is  one  part  of  ihar 
system,  the  punishing  contempts  of  the 
court  by  attachment  is  another  :  vre  moss 
not  confound  the  modes  of  proceeding,  and 
try  contiempts  by  juries,  and  marders  bv 
attachment ;  we  must  give  thai  energy  to 
each  which  the  constitution  preaciibci. 
In  many  cases,  we  may  not  see  the  corns- 
pondence  and  dependance  which  one  part 
of  the  system  has  and  beacs  to  another; 
but  we  must  pay  that  deference  to  the 
wisdom  of  many  ages  as  to  presume  tL 
And  I  am  sure  it  wants  no  great  intnilioB 
to  see,  that  trials  by  juries  will  be  buried 
in  the  same  grave  with  the  antbority 
of  the  courts  who  are  to  preside  over 
them." . 

Trinity  Term,  8  Geo.  HI. 

Writs  of  attachment  were  granted 
against  Staples  Steare,  John' WilKams,  aad 
John  Pridden,  for  contempt,  in  pnbiisliittg 
the  North  Briton  Extraordinarv,  No.  4^ 
containing  a  letter  addressed  to  led 
Mansfield,  lord  chief  justice,  containing 
gross  reflections  on  his  lordlhip. 

They  were  all  examined  upon  interrogih 
toriep,  and  reported  in  contempt; 

And  in  Michas.  Term,  0  Geo.  Ill,  Steare 
was  sentenced  to  be  imprisoned  tbree 
calendar  months. 


as 


Papers  presented  to  the  House  of  Commons  relating  to  America. 
— OrdMredy  by  the  House  of   Commons,  to  be  printed,  9th  February, 
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PiSPATCHES  FROM  Mr.  SbCRBTART  CAN- 
NING TO  THE  Hon.  David  Erskine. 

No.  I. — Dispatch  from  Mr.  Secretary  Can- 
ning,  to  the  hon,  D.  M.  Erskine,  daud 
Foreign^  Qfice,  QSd  January  1809.     * 

Sir;  Your  Dispatches,  from  (No.  46,) 
to  (No.  49,)  both  inclusive,  have  been  re* 
ceived,  and  laid  before  the  King.  The 
most  serious  attention  of  his  Majesty's  go* 
vernment  has  been  directed  to  the  import- 
ant matters  treated  in  those  Dispatches ; 
and  especially  to  those  confidential  com* 


milliications  which  yon  represent  vounelf 
to  have  received  from  different  incfividttali 
of  weight  and  influence  in  the  AmerioB 
government,  respecting  the  political  tela* 
tions  of  Great  Britain  and  the  United 
States. 

It  must  be  confessed,  that  the  conciliip 
tory  disposition  which  these  individoah 
describe  to  you  as  existing  on  the  psit  of 
the  American  administration,  does  not  ap- 
pear either  in  the  acts  of  the  government, 
or  in  the  debates  of  Congress.  Bat  the 
intimations  which  have  been  given  to  yon 
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wa€  the  difference  between  the  personal 
ftentimenU  of  Mr.  Jefibrson,  and  those  of 
His  probable  eoccessor  in  the  presidency^ 
«r itb  reipect  to  this  country,  and  the  hopes 
vrhich  yoa  have  been  led   to  entertain, 
that  the  beginning  of  the  new  presidency 
may  be  favoarable  to  a  change  of  policy 
in  America^  if  opportunity  and  encourage- 
ment for  tach  a  change  shall  be  affi>rded 
by  this  country,  have  induced  his  Majes- 
tv'a  gotemment  to  review  and  reconsider 
the  most  important  points  of  disagreement 
between  the  two    governments;    and  I 
have  received  his  Majesty's  commands  to 
•end  you  such  instructions  on  these  snb- 
je<:ts,  as  most,  if  the  government  of  the 
Uoited  States  be  seriously  disposed  to  ac- 
<:ommodation,  lead  to  their  immediate  and 
satisfactory  adjustment. 

The  first  of  these  points  is  the  affair  of 
the  Chesapeake.    Nothing  prevented  an 
amicable  conclusion  of  this  discussion  by 
Mr.  Rose,  except  the  refusal  of  the  Ame- 
rican government  to  withdraw  the  Procla- 
tion  issued  on  the  2d  July  1 807,  by  which 
the  ships  of  war  of  Great  ^ritain  were  in- 
terdicted from  the  harbours  of  the  United 
Sutes,  while  those  of  France  continued  to 
be  allowed  a  free  resort  to  them. — ^Tbe 
constructions  given  by  Mr.  Madison  to 
the  Resolution  of  the  committee  to  whom 
this  consideration  of  the  foreign  relations 
of  the  United  States  was  referred  at  the 
opening  of  the  present  session  of  Congress, 
undoubtedly  goes  a  considerable  way  to 
revkQve  the  objection  to  which  the  Procla- 
mation was  liable.*--Of  the  exclusion  of  the 
ships  of  war  of  both  belligerents  from  the 
ports  of  a  neutral  state,  neither  belligerent 
hat  a  right  to  complain.    The  partiality 
of    that   regulation   alone  gave  to  it  a 
character  of  hostility. — If  therefore  the 
ahips  of  war  of  France  shall  in  point  of  fact 
have  been  excluded  from  the  ports  of  the 
United  States,  and  such  ships  of  that  de- 
acription  aa  were  in  those  porta  at  the  time 
of  passing  the  resolution  shall  have  been 
warned  to  depart,  his  Majesty  would  no 
longer  insist  upon  the  formal  recal  of  the 
Proclamation  as  a  preliminary  of  the  ad- 
justment of  the  dinerenoe  arising  from  the 
a£bir  of  the  Chesapepike. — It  is  stilKneces- 
sary,  |)owever,  that  either  the  Proclama- 
tionshonld  be  withdrawn,  or  iu  operation 
formally  declared  to  be  at  an  end  ;  but  it 
will  be.sofficient  if  that  withdrawal'  or  de- 
claration is  recorded  (according  to  the  ar- 
rangement which  Mr.  Madison  professed 
himself  ready  to  adopt)  in  the  same  instru- 
ment, or  at  tae  same  time,  with  the  terms 


of  reparation  which  his  Majesty  is  now 
willing  to  o^r. 

The  terms  of  reparation  which  Mr.  Rose 
was  authorized  to  propose,  were  in  sub- 
stanch,  1st.  A  formal  disavowal  by  his 
Majesty  of  the  act  of  admiral  Berkeley. 
2d.  The  restoration  of  the  mert  forcibly 
taken  from  on  board  the  Chesapeake ;  re- 
serving to  his  Majesty  the  right  of  claim- 
ing, in  a  regular  way,  from  the  American 
Government,  the  discharge  of  such  of  them 
as  might  prove,  upon  investigation,  to  be 
either  natural  born  subjects  of  his  Majes- 
ty, or  deserters  from  his  Majesty's  service. 
— Sdly.  A  pecuniary  provision,  suitable 
to  their  respective  situations  in  life,  for  the 
widows  or  orphairs  of  such  men  (not  being 
natural  born  subjects  of  his  Majesty,  nor 
deserters  from  bis  Majesty's  service)  as 
may  have  been  unfortunately  killed  on 
board  the  Chesapeake. 

In  return  for  these  concessions,  his  Ma- 
jesty required, — 1st.  A  disavowal  on  the 
part  of  the  American  Government  of  the  de«* 
tentioQ,  by  Commodore  Barron,  of  deserters 
from  his  Majesty's  service  ;  of  his  de- 
nial of  his  having  such  persons  on  board  of 
the  ships  under  his  command,  and  bb  re* 
fbsal  to  deliver  them  upon  demand.  2dlv. 
A  like  disavowal  of  the  outrages  cominit- 
ted  on  the  persons  or  property  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's subjects  at  Norfolk,  or  elsewhere, 
in  consequence  of  this  afiair.  An  engage- 
ment was  also  to  be  required,  that  the 
American  Government  should  not,  in  fu- 
ture, countenance  any  of  its  agents,  civih 
or  military,  in  encouraging  desertion  from 
his  Majesty's  service. 

This  last  point,  being,  according  to  the 
statement  in  your  (No.  47,)  to  be  provided 
for  by  a  special  act  of  Congress,  it  is  not 
necessary  to  obtain  any  specific  engage- 
ment or  declaration  respecting  it;  and  at 
it  is  above  all  things  desirable  to  simplify 
as  much  as  possible  the- conclusion  of  an 
arrangement  which  has  been  so  long  pend- 
ing, as  a  recurrence  to  the  details  of  the 
aflnir  of  the  Chesapeake,  of  the  causea 
which  led  to  it,  and  of  the  discussions  imme- 
diately arising  out  of  it,  might  lead  to 
complicated  and  fruitless  controversy,' 
his  Majesty,  on  his  part,  would  be  con- 
tented at  present  to  wave  any  demand  for 
retrospective  disavowals  on  the  part  of  the 
Government  of  the  United  Skates;  that  Go* 
vernment  being,  on  the  other  hand,  con- 
tented to  receive  back  the  men  forcibly 
taken  out  of  theChesapeake,as  the  single  Sod' 
sufficientactof reparation.  Towhicb,how- 
ever,  his  Majesty  would  still  be  willing  to 
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aidd  the  proTinon  forthe  widowsan'd  CN-phaliB 
of  the  men  killed  in  the  action,  but  as  an 
act  of  his  Majesty's  spontaneous  geatro- 
sUy. 

This  arrangement,  I  have  every  reason 
to  believe,  both  horn  what  Mr.  Pinkney 
has  stated  to  me,  and  what  Mr.  Rose  re* 
ports  of  Mr.  Madison's  unofficial  conversap- 
tions,  would  be  satisfactory  to  the  American 
Government  upon  this  subjeci.-^Whether 
this  arrangeiQent  shall  be  settled  by  a 
£)rmal  convention,  or  by  the  exchange  of 
mnusterial  notes,  dated  on  the  sameday, 
and  reciprocally  delivered  at  the  same 
time,  is  left  to  the  decision  of  yourself  and 
of  the  American  Minister. 

I  have  only  to  add  (though  I  see  no 
ground  to  apprehend  that  such  a  demand 
IS  likely  to  be  brought  forward)  that  von 
i^re  pteadily  and  peremptorily  to  refuse 
any  demand  for  any  furttier  mark  of  his 
Majesty's  displeasure  to  admiral  Berkeley, 
than  that  which  was  in  the  first  instance 
manifested,  by  that  officer's  immediate  re- 
call-— ^You  are  to  open  the  subject  of  vthe 
Chesapeake  separately  and  distinctly: 
The  manner  in  which  the  proposal  for  the 
adjustment  of  that  difference  may  be  re- 
ceived will  be  the  best  test  of  the  gene- 
ral disposition  of  the  American  Govern- 
ment, and  will  naturally  indicate  the 
course  to  be  pursued  in  respect  to  the  fur- 
ther instructions  which  I  shall  proceed  to 
communicate  to  you  in  another  dispatch. 
I  am,  &c. 

No.  ll.^^Disptttchfr(m  Mr,  Secretary  Can' 
nii^  to  the  Hon,  D.  Erakme,  dated  Fo* 
reign-  Qfice,  January  23(1, 1 809. 

(No.  4.) 

Sir ;  If  there  really  exists  in  those  indi- 
tiduals  who  are  to  have  a  leading  share  in 
the  new  administration  of  the  United 
States,  that  disposition  to  come  to  a  com- 

Slete  and  cordial  understanding  with  Great 
Iritain,  of  which  you  have  received  from 
them  such  positive  assurances ;  in  meet- 
ing that  disposition  it  would  be  useless 
and  unprofitable  to  recur  to  a  recapitula^ 
tion  of  the  causes  iirom  which  the  differ- 
ences between  the  two  governments  have 
arisen,  or  of  the  arguments  already  so 
^ten  repeated  in  support  of  that  system 
of  retaliation  to  which  nis  Majesty  has  un- 
willingly had  recourse*  That  system  his 
Majesty  must  unquestionably  continue  to 
maintain,  unless  the-  otject  of  it  clui  be 
otherwise  accompli^ed.-— Bat  after  a  pro- 
fession on  the  part  of  so  many  of  the  lead* 
ing  nenbeia  of  the  govenmaat  of  the 


United  Sutes,  of  a  aincere  dei(irfe  to 
tribute  to  that  ol^tiect  init  manner  irhkb 
should  render  the  continuance  Of  Che  sys* 
tern  adopted  hj  Uie  Bdiish  govenHiacai 
unnecessary,  it  iathcMHShtri^httfattt  m  £0 
opportunity  should  be  oAorded  .to  4he 
American  Govenunent  to  explain  iis 
meaning,  and  to  give  proof  of  it*  aroGcrbv. 
— ^Tbe  extension  of  the  interdiction  of  the 
American  harbours  to  the  Aipo  ef  war  if 
France  as  well  as  of  Great  Britain  i^  ai 
stated  in  my  other  dispalch>  an  acceptable 
symptom  of  a  system  of  impartially  to- 
wards both  belliger^its ;  iae  fini  thtt 
has  been  publicly  manifesied  by  the 
American  Government— The  like  exten- 
sion of  the  Non-importation  Act  to  othei 
belligerents  is  equally  proper  in  this  Tiev. 
These  measures  reipove  those  preliminary 
objections,  which  must  otherwise  faarepre^ 
eluded  any  usefiil  or  amicable  diacossioa. 
—In  this  state  of  things  it  is  pc»aaible  for 
Great  Britain  to  entertain  propoa«tiooit» 
which,  while  such  manifest  partiality  was 
shewn  to  her  enemies,  were  not  con- 
sistent either  with  her  dignity  or  her  in- 
terests. 

Front  the  report  of  yoar  coaver^atioQi 
with  Mr.  Madison,  Mr.  Gelatin,  and  Mr. 
Smith,  it  appear^,— Ut^  Th^  the  American 
Government  is  prepared,  in  the  event  of 
his  Majesty's  consentuig  to  withdraw  the 
Orders  in  Council  of  January  and  N^ 
vember    I807f    to  withdraw  coatenpo- 
raneously  on  its    part,  the  interdiction 
of  its  harbours  to  ships  of  war,  and  all 
non-intercourse  and  non-importation  acts 
so  far  as  respf  cts  Great  Britain,  leaviaff 
them  in  force  with  respect  to  France,  and 
the  powers  which  adopter  act  under  her 
decrees.    2dly.  What  is  of  the  otawst 
importance,  as  precluding  a  new  aoaice  of 
^lisunderstanding  which  might  arte  after 
the  adjustment  of  the  other  questions,  that 
America  is  willing  to  renoance  during  the 
present  war,  the  pretension  of  carrying  ea 
m  time  of  war,  all  trade  with  the  enemies 
colonies,  from  which  she  was  ezclndsd 
during  peace.    Sdly.  Great  Britain^  lor 
the  purpose  of  securing  the  operation  of 
the  Embargo,  and  of  the  fond  fide  inten- 
tion of  Ameriea  to.  prevent  her  citiaeas 
from  trading  with  France,  and  the  powers 
adopting  arc  acting  under  the  French  de- 
crees, is  to  be  considered  as  beiog  at  li- 
berty to  capture  all  each  American  vesBeh 
as  may  be  found  attemptisig  to  trade  with 
the  porta  of  any  of  these  powers;  witihsot 
whidi  security  for  the  efaaeriiance  of  the 
Embargo^  the  raiaiDgit  aooiinaHy  with 
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respect  to  Great  BriUia  aloM,  would  in 
fact  raise  it  with  respect  to  all  the  world. 

Oa  these  coaditiooa  hi«  Majtity  would 
consent  lo  withdraw  the  Orders  in  Couo^il 
of  January  and  November  1807j  so  far  as 
veapecta  America.— As  the  first  and  se- 
cond of  these  conditions  are  the  suggestions 
of  the  persons  in  authority  in  America^  to 
yott»  and  as  Mr.  Piockney  has  recently 
(but  for  the  first  time)  expressed  to  me 
bia  opinion  that  there  will  be  no  indispo* 
aitioo  on  the  part  a[  his  GoTemment  to  the 
enforcement,  by  the  naval  power  of  Great 
Britain,  of  the  regulations  of  America  with 
respect  to  France,  and  the  countries  to 
which  those  regulations  continue  to  ap« 
ply  ;  but  that  his  Government  was  itself 
aware,  that  without   such  enforcement, 
those  roiEulations  must  be  altogether  no* 
gator^ ;  1  flatter  myself  that  there  will  be 
no  difficulty  in  obtaining  a  distinct  and 
official    reoogpiitiOn  of   these  conditions 
from  the    American   Government.— For 
this  purpose  you  are  at  liberty  to  com- 
municate this  Dispatch  ta  exietuo  to  the 
American  Secretary  of  State.—- Upon  re- 
ceivinff,  through  you,  on  the  pan  of  the 
American  Grovemment,  a  distinct  ^nd  offi- 
cial recognition  of  the  three  above-men- 
tioned conditions,  his  Majesty  will  lose 
no  time  in  sending  to  America  a  minister 
lolly  empowered  to  consign  them  to  a 
formal  and  regular  treatv. 

As  however  it  is  possible  that  the  delay* 
which  most  intervene  before  the  actual 
conclusion  of  a  Treaty,  may  ap^ar  to  the 
American  Government  to  deprive  this  ar- 
rangement of  part  of  its  benefits,  I  am  to 
authorize  you,  if  the  American  Govern- 
ment should  be  desirous  of  actmff  upon 
the  agreement  before  it  is  reducea  bito  a 
regular  form,  either  by  the  immediate  re- 
peal of  the  Embargo  and  the  other  acts  in 
i|Qestion,  or  by  engaging  to  repeal  them 
on  a  particular  day,-*4o  assure  toe  Ameri- 
can Government  of  his  Majesty's  readiness 
to  meet  such  a  disposition  in  the  manner 
best  calculated  to  ffive  it  immediate  effict. 
Upon  the  receipt  here  of  an  official  note, 
containinff  an  engagement  for  the  adop- 
tion, by  the  Amencan  Government,  of  the 
three  conditions  above  specified,  his  Ma« 
jesty  will  be  prepared  on  the  iaith  of  such 
engagement,  eiwer  immediately  (if  the 
repeal   shall   have  been   immodiate    in 
America)  or  on  any  day  specified  by  the 
American  Government  for  that  repeal,  re- 
ciprocally to  recall  the  Ordeia  in  Council, 
without  waiting  for  the  conclusion  of  a 
lireaty.    And  you  are  authorised  yi  the 


ciromnitances  herein  deMril^ed,  to  take 
such  reciprocal  engagement  on  bis  Miyes« 
ty's behalf.    lam,  &c.    Gao. Canning. 

{^0.  III. — Dispatch  from  Mr,  Secretary  Can^ 
niftg,  to  Han,  D.  ErJcme,  dated  Foreigi^ 
Office,  JamMry2Sd,  1809. 

(No.  5.) 
Sir;  In  addition  to  what  I  have  stated 
in  my  preceding  Dispatch  of  this  date,  I 
think  it  right  to  assure  you,  tb^t  the  inten«* 
tion  of  sending  a  minister  to  America  as 
therein  announced,  for  the  purpose  of 
concluding  a  Treaty  with  me  United 
Stales,  has  not  arisen  from  any  doubt  of 
vour  executing  the  commission,  if  it  had 
been  entrusted  to  you,  with  seal  and  with 
ability  ;  but  it  is  presumed,  that  ader  the 
long  suspension  of  friendly  intercourse 
with  the  United  Slates,  a  minister  sent  for 
this  sinele  and  special  purpose,  and  fully  ^ 
apprisea  of  all  the  sentiments  on  this  8ub« 
ject,  of  the  Government  by  which  he  is 
employed,  would  have  a  better  prospeot 
of  removing  any  difficulties  which  might 
occur,  than  if  the  negociation  were  to  bo 
conducted  by  the  resident  minister.  I 
am,  &G*  Gso,  Canning. 

No.  W.'^Diipaich/rom  Mr.  Secretary  Can^ 
ningB  to  the  Hon.  D,  M.  ErMne,  dated 
Foreifft  Qfice,Janmrynd,  1809. 

Sir  ;*In  your  Dispatch  (No.  47.)  among 
the  other  important  suggestions  which  yoo 
state  yourself  to  have  received  from  rar. 
Galatm,  is  one,  the  pnrport  of  which  is» 
that  supposing  all  the  existing  difierences 
between  the  two  countries  to  be  dona 
away»  the  system  of  their  commercial  in- 
tercoune  might  be  better  regulated  by  tho 
short  and  simple  agreement,  either  to  ad- 
mit each  other's  productions  on  equal  and 
reciprocal  duties,  or  reciprocally  toplaco 
each  on  the  footing  of  tne  most  favoured 
nation,  than  by  any  more  minutoand  com- 
plicated provisions.-— The  sentiments  upon 
which  this  suggestion  i^pears  to  be  found* 
ed,  are  so  much  in  unison  with  those  en- 
tertained here,  that  I  am  to  dir«ct  you,  iif 
tho  event  of  the  subjects  mentioned  in  my 
Dispatches  being  pot  in  a  train  of  adjust- 
ment^ to  endeavour  to  obtain  from  the 
American  Government,  somomoro  preciso 
and  authentic  exposition'  of  their  viewi 
upon  Uiis  subject,  to  be  transmitted  hero 
for  consideration,  if  possible^  at  tfie  same 
time  with  their  answers  upon  the  sutjeci 
of  those  other  Dispatches, — ^It  will  not« 
however,  be  desirable  that  those  answera 
jdioold  be  debyed  for  this  putpose»— Bot 
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you  are  authorized  to  aMure  the  American 
Governnieat,  of  the  readiness  with  which 
we  shall  be  prepared  to  ehter  into  the 
amicable  dtscnssi^iis  of  the  commercial  re-  . 
lations  of  the  two  countries,  on  the  basis  of 
the  latter  of  the  two  principles  proposed 
by  Mr.  Galatin,  ^vhenever  those  obstacles 
which  8to6d  in  the  way  of  the  renewal  of 
their  intercourse  shall  have  been  happily 
removed.— In  this  case,  as  in  respect  to 
the  subject  of  my  other  Dispatches,  you 
will  see  that  the  sincerity  of  the  good  dis- 
position professed  by  the  persons  com- 
posing the  flew  administration,  is  the  point 
ihe  most  important  in  the  view  of  the 
British  Government.— If  such  a  disposition 
really  exists,  all  difficulties  will  (as  Mr. 
Galatin  has  expressed  himself)  be  easily 
smoothed  away. — If  unfortunately  this 
hope  should  be  disappointed.  Great  Bri- 
tain has  only  to  continue  the  system  of 
self-defence  and  retaliation  upon  her  ene- 
mies to  which  she  has  been  compelled  to 
have  recourse,  with  the  consciousness  of 
having  eagerly  seised  the  first  opportu- 
nity that  appeared  to  be  ofiered  to  her  of 
obtaining  through  an  amicable  arrange- 
ment with  America,  the  object  for  which 
that  system  was  established.    I  am,  &c. 

Geo.  Canning. 

No.  V.  Dispatch  from  Mr.  Secretary  Can- 
niru^  to  -  the  Hon.  D.  Erskine, .  daud 
F&rdgn  Office,  May  22,  1809. 

(No,  10.) 
Sir;  Your  Dispatches  (Not.  19.  and  20.) 
of  the  iOth  and  20th  of  April,  have  been 
received  here  this  day,  and  laid  before 
the  King.  1  have  lost  no  time  in  re* 
ceiving  bis  Majestjr's  commands  to  sig- 
nify to  you  his  Majesty's  sentiments  on 
the  manner  in  which  you  have  executed 
the  instructions  conveyed  to  you  in 
my  Dispatches  by  Mr.  Oakley.  It  is 
much  to  be  regretted,  that  in  the  execu- 
tion of  instructions  upon  points  of  so  much 
delicacy  an<d  importance,  you  riiould  have 
thonght  yourself  authorized  to  depart  so 
widely,  not  only  firom  their  letter  but 
from  their  spirit.— With  respect  to  the 
instructions  relating  to  the  Chesapeake, 
which  form  the  subject  of  my  Dispatch 
No.  1.  I  have  to  remark,  first,  the  total 
omission  by  you  of  a  preliminary  of  the 
most  material  importance;  2diy,  a 
departure  firom  the  terms  of  your  instruc- 
lions  in  the  manner  of  conducting  the 
negotiation ;  and,  3dly,  the  admission  bv 
yoo,  and  so  far  as  appears  without  remon- 
strance or  observation*  of  a  Note  contain- 


ing expressions  ofiensive  to  his  Majestv 's 
dignity,  sach  as  no  Minister  of  -his  ]Ha> 
jesty  ought  to  have  sabmitted  to  reoeive, 
and  to  transmit  to  bis  GovemmenJU 

1st.  It  is  distinctly  stated  by  me,  ai 
the  condition  of  his  Majesty's  '*  no  longer 
insisting  upon  the  recall  ofthe  Ptadama- 
tion  of  July  1807,  as  a  prelimiimry  to  the 
adjustment  of  the  difference  mriaing  froei 
the  affair  of  the  Chesapeake,  That  t^ 
ships  of  war  of  France  shall,  in  point  of 
fact,  have  been  excluded  firom  the  poru 
of  the  United  States,  and  such  ships  cf 
that  description  asw.ere  in  those  pons, 
shall  have  been  warned  todepart.'^ 

Of  this  condition  you  appear  to  hare 
taken  no  notice  whatever.  The  Non-ia* 
terconrse  Bill  operated  only  to  the  pros- 
pective exclusion ;  but  as  to  the  wamtog 
to  be  given  to  any  ships  of  war  of  France 
(if  any  such  there  were)  in  the  ports  of  the 
United  States,  it  no  where  appears  tbar 
even  a  question  was  put  by  yon  on  -thi* 
sul^ject,  much  less  that  yon  receiired  any 
satisfactory  assovance  upon  it. 

2dly.  But  if  this  .preliminary  conditioB 
had  been  fultilled,  your  instmctions  pro- 
ceed to  state,  that  even  then  "  it  weold 
still  be  necessary  that  either  the  Proclama- 
tion should  be  withdrawn,  or- its  operatioo 
formerly  declared  to  be  at  an  end; 
thouffh  it  would  be  sufficient  that  soch 
withdrawal  or  declaration  should  be  re- 
corded in  the  same  instrument,  or  at  the 
same  time  with  the  terms  of  reparation." 

So  far  from  this  indispenstble  condi* 
tioo  haying'  been  obtained  by  yon,  J^fr. 
Smith,  in  the  answer  returned  by  him  ts 
your  Note,  studiously  avoids  any  thin^ 
like  a  recognition  of  the  principle  on 
which  alone  the  demand  of  the  formal  re- 
call of  the  Proclamation  was  to  be  waved. 
Neither  is  the  Proclamation  itaelf  with- 
drawn, nor  its  operation  declared  to  be  at 
an  end.— >The  obvious  consequence  of 
this  emission  is,  that  if  the Non -intercourse 
act,  which  is  a  temporary  act,  were  to  be 
suffered  to  .  expire,  .  the  Proclamation 
m^ght  revive,  and  the  inequality  between 
the  two  belligerents',  be  thereby  restoreiL 

It  was  obviously  your  duty,  before  you 
committed,  his  Majesty's  name  by  a  writ- 
ten offer  of  reparation,  to  ascertain  in 
what  manner  that  oflfer  would  be  received 
and  answered ;  and  if  you  found  that  the 
express  conditions,  either  of  the  with- 
drawing the  Proclamation,  or  declaring 
its  operation  to  be  at  an  end,  would  not 
be  complied  with,  to  abstain  from  pn^ 
ceeding  one  single  step  in  the  negociatioa 
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insiroGttoDs. 

Th«t  pert  of  your  Instructions  which 
directed    that    this  arrangement^  \i  not 
made  the  subject  of  a  convention,  should 
be  settled  **  by  the  exchange  of  ministerial 
"  Notes  dated  on  4he  same  day,  and  recj* 
procally  delivered  at  the  same  time/'  was 
expressly  intended  to  guard  against  the 
posaibility  of  your  committuig  yourself 
bv  a  written  propoaal«  in  the  uncertainty 
of  what  might  be  the  nature  of  the  abswer 
to   be  returned  to  it.^His  Majesty  will 
not   suppose  it  possible  that  Mr.  Smith's 
intended  answer  can  have  been  communi* 
cated  to  you  previously,  and  have  obtain- 
ed your  approbation.— In  the  proposal  for 
restoring  tne  men  taken  from  on  board  of 
the  Chesapeake,  it  was  not  intended  that 
the  condition  of  his  Majesty's  right  to 
reclaim  them  in  a  regular  way  from  the 
American  Government^  if  either  natural 
bom  subjects  of  his  Majesty,  or  deserters 
from   his   Majesty's  service,  should  have 
been  omitted.    I  dwell  however  the  less 
on  this  point,  as  his  Majesty's  right  in  this 
respect  is  founded    on  public  law,  and 
does  not  require  to  be  fortified  by  the  re« 
cognition  of  any  other  Government.— But 
I  cannot  forbear  observing  with  regret, 
that  the  bounty  of  his  Majesty  in  the  in- 
tended provision  for  the  relations  of  the 
men  killed  on  board  of  the  Chesapeake, 
is  not  only  stated  by  you  without  a  similar 
restricjtion,  but  is  brought  forward  at  once 
as  a  part  of  the  reparation  originally  of- 
fered ;  and  thus  converted  by  you  from  an 
act  of  spontaneous  generosity,  into  one 
of  positive  oblimtion. 

Sdly.  In  adaition  to  the  substance  of 
Mr.  Smith's  Note,  which  I  have  already 
mentioned,  it  remains  for  me  to  notice  tlie 
expressions  so  iull  of  disrespect  to  his 
Majesty  with  which  that  Note  concludes. 
And  I  am  to  signify  to  you  thedispleaaure 
%vhich  his  Majesty  feels,  that  any  Minister 
of  bis  Majesty  should  have  shewn  himself 
HO  far  insensible  of  what  is  due  to  the  dig- 
nity of  his  Sovereign,  as  to  have  consented 
to  receive  and  transmit  to  be  laid  before 
his  Majesty  a  Note  in  which  such  exprea* 
sions  were  contained.     I  am,   &c. 

Gbo.  Canking. 

No.VI.*-DiipolcA  fifm  Mr.  Stcretary  Goi- 
fitp^,  to  the  Hen.  David  Enkme,  dated 
FoTfigii  Q/ice,  May  23d,  1809. 

Sir;  I  proceed  in  this  Dbpatch,  to  point 
OQt  to  you  those  deviations  from  the  in- 
strudioiis  cottveyed  to  yon  in  my  Dispatch 

roL.  xviu— >iq;peiMl»r. 


No.  2.  which  you  have  unfortunately 
thought  yourself  at  liberty  to  adopt,  and 
of  which  1  am  to  express  to  you  his  Ma- 
jesty's entire  disapprobation.— I  do  not 
dwell  upon  the  singular  and  ofiensive  step 
taken  by  the  American  Government  in 
publishing  the  whole  of  the  correspond- 
ence which  had  taken  place  between  you 
and  the  American  Secretary  of  l^te; 
because  his  Majesty  is  willing  to  believe, 
that  jrou  cannot  h^ve  been  a  party  to  this 
publication ;  his  Majesty  conceives  it  im- 
possible that  you  should  have  given  your 
consent  to  such  a  proceeding  especially 
in  respect  to  a  transaction  which  youpro« 
fess  yourself  to  consider  as  merely  <'  con- 
ditional."  But  as  the  publication  appears 
to  have  taken  place  on  the  iQtfa  of  April, 
the  day  of  the  date  of  your  Dispatches,  it 
seems  difficult  to  understand  how  it  hap- 
pens; that  your  Dispatches  should  not  con- 
tain any  notification  of  your  intention  to 
remonstrate  against  a  proceeding,  so  ex- 
traordinary as  that  of  the  publication  of 
the  Correspondence  of  a  Minister  without 
his  concurrence,  and  previously  to  hit 
transmission  of  it  to  his  court. 

I  am  in  the 'first  place  to  observe  to  yoo 
that  the  Instructions  which  I  transmitted 
to  yoo,  by  his  Majesty's  command,  in  my 
Dispatch  No.  1.  expressly  stated,  ^  That 
the  manner  in  which  the  proposal  for  the 
adjustment  of  that  dilierence  may  "  be  re- 
ceived, would  be  the  best  test  of  the 
general  disposition  of  the  American  Go- 
vernment, and  would  naturally  indicate 
the  course  to  be  pursued  in  respect  to  the 
further  Instructions,"  which  I  proceed  te 
communicate  te  yeu  in  another  Diepatcb; 
and  1  am  to  express  his  Majesty's  sur^ 
prixe  and  regret,  that  such  a  Note  as  that 
which  yon  received  from  Mr.  Smith,  in 
answer  to  your  offer,  of  reparation  for  the 
affair  ^f  the  Chesapeake,  can  have  been 
received  by  you  as  a  proof  of  the  accept- 
ance by  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  of  the  honourable  reparation  ten- 
dered by  his  Majesty  <<  in  the  same  spirit 
of  conciliation  in  which  it  was  proposed'* 
—that  Note  itself  being  an  oflfence  against 
bis  Majesty's  dignity,  such  as  no  Minister 
of  his  Majesty  ought  to  have  passed  by 
uoresented. 

I  am  at  a  losa  to  conceive  on  what 
ground  yon  thonght  yourself  authorised 
to  open  your  correspondence  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  Orders  in  Council,  with  the  in- 
timation of  his  Majestjr's  determinalioii 
to  send  to  the  United  States 'an  Envoy 
ExtraocdiBary  •^  invested  with  full  poweia 
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,to  ooiidude  a  Treaty  on  all  the  points  of 
the  relations  between  the  two  countries/' 

Your  Instructions  do  not  aothorize  you 
to  hold  DQt  the  expectation  of  'any  such 
mifisioin«  until  his  Majesty  should  have  re- 
<;eived«  on  the  part  of  the  government  of 
the  United  States^  an  authentic  and  official 
reoogAition  of  the  conditions  which  yon 
were  directed  to  require. 

The  Instructions  which  I  was  cont- 
manded  by  his  Majesty  to  transmit  to 
you<  on  the  subject  of  the  Orders  in  Coon* 
f  il^  were  framed  on  the  basis  of  three  con- 
ditions, the  agreement  to  which,  on  the 
part  of  the  American  GoTemroenI;,  was 
stated  tO'be  indispensable  to  his  Majesty's 
'^consenting  to  witMniw  his  Orders  in 
CounciL  The  Int  of  these  conditions  was, 
that  the  interdiction  of  the  harbours  of 
America  to  the  ships  of  ^ar  of  Great  Bri- 
taiuj  and  all  Non-intercoui^se  or  Non-im- 
portation Acts  should  be  withdrawn,  so 
far  as  respects  Great  Britain,  **  leaving 
them  in  force  with  respect  to.  France,  and 
the  powers  which  adopt  or  act  undef  her 
d^rees/' 

The  2d.  That  America  should  renounce, 
during  the  present  war,  the  pretension  of 
carrying  on  in  time  of  war  all  trade  with 
the  enemies  colonies,  iirom  which  she  was 
excluded  during  peace. 

The  Sd.  Tbat  it  should  be  understood 
and  agreed  between  the  two  powers,  that 
Great  Britain  should  be  at  liberty  to  cap* 
turc  ail  American  vessels  tbat  should  be 
found  attempting  to  trade  with  France,  or 
(^y  powers  which  adopted  or  acted  under 
her  decrees. 

I  was  commaaded  to  state  to  voo,  that 
.  ?'  upon  receiving  on  the  port  c^  the  Ame- 
rican Government  a  distinct  and  official 
recognition  of  the^  three  oondttionsy''  his 
Majesty  would  lose  no  time  in  sending  a 
minister  to  America  fully  empowered  to 
consign  them  (these  three  conditions)  to  a 
formal  and  regular  Treaty,  bis  Majesty  on 
bis  part  withdrawing  his  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil of  January  and  November  1807 ;  or  if 
the  delay  were  thought  to  be  inconvenient, 
you  were  authorised  to  engage  for  his 
Majesty,  that  *'  upon  the  receipt  here  of 
an  offiicial  Mole  containing  an  engage- 
ment for  the  adoption  by  the  American 
Govemment  of  time  three  condstiiMis>  his 
Msjestv  would  be  prepared,  on  the  ftiith 
of  sues  engagement,  to  icecall  the  Orders 
ia  Canncftl,  without  wailing  ihr  the  con* 
elusion  of  a  T^eaty/'~Tha  recaH  there* 
fore,  on  his  Majesty  ^i  part,  of  the  Ofders 
in  ComctU  waa  to  depend  entirely  and 


esfilttsively  on   the  aoeoptsmiee    by  che 
American  Government  of  the  throe  coodi* 
tions  so  precisely  described,  asid  no  re- 
peatedly referred  to*     la  thia  reapect  the 
Instructions  were  peremptory*  ama  admis> 
ted  of  no  discretion.    The  ooly  diccretkn 
left  to'  you  was,  in  the  event  of  the  Ame- 
rican Government  expressing  a  wub  is 
that  effiM^t,  to  anticipate  the  opeetttkn  of 
the  Treaty,  by  engaging  in  his  Mflijcsiy'i 
name,  that  his  M^esty  would  witMrav 
the  Orders  in  Council,  on  the  re^eifH  hen 
of  an  official  Note  containing  the  formsJ 
engagement  of  the  Americae  GorcNromcai 
to  adopt  these  three  conditsone  i  ■    Nothing 
can  be  mor^  clear,  than  that  oot  one  <^ 
these  three  conditions  has  beoa  adopted 
by  the  Government,  nor  any  vDga^emcat 
taken  for  their  adoption. 

The  second  and  third  oondicion  yea  ap- 
pear to  have  given  up  altogether.     Nc 
mention  whatever  is  made  of  wesa  in  yew 
written    communications  to  Mr.  Smith, 
and  in  respect  to  them,  therefore,  yoo  have 
acted  in  oirect  contradiction  to  your  In- 
structions.— But  even  of  the  first  coodi- 
tion,  of  which  alone  you  appear  to  haTe 
attempted  to  obtain  the  fulfilment,  iht 
most  material  part  has  either  been  over- 
looked or  conceded  by  you.— ^'his  coodi* 
tion  did  not  require  solely  the  repeal  of 
the  ofiensive  Acts  with  respect  to  Great 
Britain,  but  that  repeal  coupled  with  the 
continuance  of  those  Acts  in  force  with 
respect  to  France  and  the  powers  whkh 
adopt  and  act  under  her  decrees* — Upon 
this  clause,  the  most  important  part  of  the 
condition,  you  do  not  appear  to  have  in- 
sisted, in  any  part,  not  only  of  your  coN 
re^pondence  but  of  your  verbal  commu- 
nications with  the  American  Goventmenc 

This  cbuse,  above  all  ethers,  it  was  ne- 
cessary to  consign  to  a  formal  and  written 
agreement.  As  the  matter  at  present 
stands  before  the  world,  in  your  official 
correspondence  with  Mr.Smidi,  the  Ame- 
rican Government  would  be  at  liberty  to- 
morrow to  repeal  the  Non-iutcrcouvse  Act 
altogether,  witftiout  infringing  the  agree* 
ment  which  you  have  tlioueht  proper  to 
enter  into  on  behalf  of  his  Majesty;  aod 
if  such  a  clause  was  tliougbt  neceisary  is 
this  condition,  at  the  tiine  wh«n  my  In- 
structions were  written^  it  was  obviously 
become  much  more  so,  when  the  Non-io* 
tercourse  Act  was  passed  for  a  limited 
time.  You  must  also  have  been  await 
at  the  time  of  making  the  agreemcoti  that 
the  American  Oovemroent  bad  in  feet 
formally   exempted   Hollands   a  peivtr 
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^^hlch  has  oMqiiestionobly  **  adopted  and 
atcted  under  the  decrees  of  Fran<^e/'  from 
the  operation  of  the  Non-intercourse  Act ; 
an  exemption  in  direct  contravention  of 
the  eonditfon  prescribed  io  yoo^  and  Which 
of  itself  ought  to  ha^e  prevented  you  from 
coining  to  any  agreement  whatever. 

Witnoat  therefore  obtaining  even  tnt 
of  those  conditions,  on  the  obtaining  of  all 
of  which  the  concession  of  his  Majesty 
^was  to  depend^  you  have  pledged  his  Ma* 
Jeaey  to  tftie  full  extent  of  that  concession ; 
and  have  placed  his  Majesty  in  the  painful 

I  alternative^  of  having  either  to  refuse  to 
abide  by  an  engagement  taken  in  his  Ma- 

I  jeaty's  name  by  an  accredited  minister  of 
his  Majesty,  or  to  acquiesce  in  a  measure 

I  ^hich  has  been  adopted,  not  only  not  in 
conformtty  to  his  Majesty's  views,  but  in 
centrai^iction  to  his  positive   directions. 

I  aili>  &c.  Gioaus  Cannino. 

T^O.  VII.— UiipafcA  fiom  Mr.  Secreinry 
CiomvM,  to  i/ie  Honourable  David  Er- 
skint,  dated  foreign  Office,  Mny  30th, 
1809. 

Sir;   I  herewith   enclose  to  you  the 
CopkiS  of  an  Order,  whtclr  vras  passed  by 
the  King  in  Gouneil  on  Wedne^iday  the 
24th  inntant;  and  I  have  to  signify  to  you 
bis  Majesty's  pleasure,  that  you  deliver 
one  Copy  of  this  Order  to  the  American 
Secretar]^  of  State,  and  thai  ydu  atfs  your 
utmost  exertions  to  render  it  as  public  as 
may  be  pussible  among  the  mc(chaius  of 
the  United  Scales.— -This  Order  in  Coun- 
ci)  contains,  as  you  will  perceive,  his  Ma- 
jesty's disavowal  of  the  agreement  which 
you  have  concluded  with  the  American 
Government. — I  am  directed  by  his  Ma- 
jesty to  state  to  you,  that  his  Majesty  en- 
tertains no  doubt  of  the  good  intentions 
and  aeal  for    his  Majesty's   service  by 
which  you  have  been  led  to  def^rt  from 
your  Instntctions ; — But  you  must  be  sen- 
sible that  the  conseanences  of  such  a  step, 
and  the  poblicity  which  has  been  given  to 
it  by  the  American  Government,  render  it 
inpoarble  that  you  should  continue  in  the 
eaercise  of  your  fanctions,  either  with  sa- 
tisfkction  to  yourself,  or  with  advantage 
to  his  Majesty's  service :  I  have  therefore 
feeeived  his  Mi^ty's  commands  to  in- 
htta  you,  that  hia  Majority  has  been  gra- 
mwy  pleased  to  appoint  Mr.  Jaekson  to 
rsplace  you,  by  whom  I  shall  transmit  to 
you  yoit  teCler  of  recall.     I  am,  &c. 

Gieaei  CaNmNO. 


DlSFATCBfiS    FROM   Tfll^    FION.   DavID   £r- 

sRma,  to  Mr.  S^crbtart  Cannh^g. 

No.  Vlll.— i>^cA>om  the  Hm.  D.  £r. 
Mne,  to  Mr,  Secretmy  Cammg,  dated 
IVaihington,  December  $,  1808.  ^ 

Sir;— The  Gotemment  and  Congress 
have  been  quite  at  a  loss  how  to  act  in 
the  present  extraordinary  and  embarrass- 
ing situation  of  their  public  afikirs,  and 
th^y  have  not  yet  determined  upon  the 
measures  which  they  mean  ta  pursuf^; 
but  I  think  that  I  may  venture  to  assure* 
you,  that  the  course  of  conduct  recom- 
mended by  the  Committee  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  to  which  was  referred 
the  Documents  mentioned  and  the  Prest- 
deiifs  Message  tO  Congrea,  ivill  in  sub- 
stancfS  at  least  be  adopted  fbr  the  present 
with  eeriain  amendments,  so  as  to  give 
some  tjmo  previous  to  its  going  into  ope- 
ration. 

It  ie  not  however  denied  by  those  even 
who  have  introduced  this  measure,  that  it 
is  only  of  a  temporary  nature,  and  that 
the  United  Statos  may  be  driven  to  adopt 
a  more  decided  course  of  conduct  against 
the  belligerents,  before  this  present  Gon« 
gross  closes,  or  sa  any  rate  soon  af^r  the 
meeting  of  the  nei^  Legislature,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  fi^ellngs  and  sentiments  of 
the  Eastern  division  of  the  United  Stales, 
which  has  ahnost  universally  expressed  a 
tion  of  the  continuance  of  the 


Embarffo,  and  haa  hegpm  to  shew  aymp» 
tonss  Off  a  determination  act  to  endure  il 
much  looger. 

The  GovemaMnt  and  parly  in  power 
unequivocally  ezpresa  their  resolution  not 
to  remove  the-  Embargo,  except  by  sob* 
stituting  war  measures  against  both  belli- 
gerents,  unlea  either  or  both  should  relax 
their  restrictions  upon  neutral  oommerce. 

Upon  this  subject  soum  in^portanl  eom« 
itiomcations  have  been  made  to  me  by  Mr. 
Madison  and  seretal  of  the  aMmbers  of 
this  GoTemment,  which  I  will  acoordingly 
lay  befbre  you,  as  I  confidently  believe 
they  were  delivered  from  an  aofeignedl 
desire  that  they  micht  produce  the  eSeot 
of  leading,  if  possibw,  to  some  adjuatoient 
of  their  difierences  with  Great  Britain,  so 
as  to  enable  the  Government  and  the  aar 
tion  to^  extricate  themselves  from  the  nr^ 
sent  very  distressing  dilemma  in  whicll 
they  are  invoh^. 

Mr.  Madison  expressed  his  firm  convic- 
tion that  when  the  Documents  reierrtd  to 
in  the  President's  Message  should  bo  seen 
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by  bis  Mftjest^'s  Goyernment,  and  the 
Correspondencies  between  their  Minister 
in  France  with  the .  French  Minister,  re- 
specting the  Decrees  of  Berlin  and  Milan, 
snould  be  delibesately  considered,  parti- 
cularly the  strong  remonstrance  of  Mr. 
Armsirong  to .  the  French  Go?emmeni  of 
t^e  1 2th  of  November,  1 807,  that  it  woald 
be  acknowledged  that  the  United  States 
had  exerted  all  the  efibrts  which  remon* 
sti*ancea  coold  have  been  supposed  to  be 
capable  of  producing,  and  that  in  failure 
of  any  effect  from  them,  in  persuading  the 
French  Government  to  withdraw  their 
unjust  restrictions  upon  neutral  commerce, 
recourse  might  have  been  had  by  the 
United  States  to  measures  of  more  activity 
and  decision  against  France ;  but  that  in 
the  mean  time  Great  Britain  had  issued 
her  Orders  in  Council  before  it  was 
known  whether  the  United  States  would 
acquiesce  in .  the  aggressions  of  France, 
and  thereby  rendered  it  impossible  to  dis- 
tinguish between  the  conduct  of  the  two 
belligerents,  who  had  equally  committed 
aggressions  against  the  United  States. 

He  went  also  into  all  the  arguments 
upon  that  subject  which  are  detailed  in 
bis  con*espondences  with  the  American 
Ministers  in  London  and  Paris,  as  pub- 
lished in  the  Dpcuments  referred  to  in  the 
President's  Message,  but  which  I  do  not 
now  repeat,  as  my  object  is  merely  to  in- 
form you  of  the  result  of  his  observations, 
which,  was.  That  as  the  Vorld  must  be 
^nvinced  that  America  had  in  vain' taken 
all  the  means  in  her  power  to  obtain  from 
Great  Britain  and  France  a  just  attention 
to  their  rights  as  a  neutral  power,  by  re- 
presentations and  remonstrances,  that  she 
would  be  fully  justified  in  having  recourse 
1^  hostilities  with  either  belligerent,  and 
that  she  only  hesitated  to  do  so,  from  the 
diffioulty  of  contending  with  both ;  but 
that  she  must  be  driven  even  to  endeavour 
to  maintain  her  rights  against  the  two 
greatest  powers  in  the  worlds  unless  either 
of  them  should  relax  their  restrictions 
upon  neutral  commerce,  in  which  case  the 
United  States  would  side  with  that  power, 
against  the  other  which  might  continue 
the  aggression, 

..  Mr.  Madison  observed  to  me,  that  it 
mu^  be  evident  that  the  United  States 
would  enter  upon  measures  of  hostility 
with. great  reluctance, as  he  acknowledged 
that  they  are  not  at  all  prepared  for  war, 
much  less  with  a  power  so  irresistibly 
strong  as  Great  Britain ;  and  that  nothing 
would  be  thought  to  be  too  great  a  sacri* 


6ce  to  the  preservation  of  peac^  exccp* 
their  independence  and  their  hooour.     He 
said  that  be<did  not  believe  that  any  Ame- 
ricans would  be  found  willing  to    sabmh 
to  (what  he  termed)  the  encroach meoci 
upon  the  liberty  and  the  rights  of    tkt 
United  States  by  the  belligerefits,    and 
therefore  the  alternatives  were,  £inbarc^ 
or  War.    He  confessed  that  the  people  i4' 
this  country  were  beginning  to  tiunk  the 
former  alternative  too  passive,  and  would 
perhaps  soon  prefer  the  latter,  aa  even  less 
injurious  to  the  interests,  and  noore  €X»Dge- 
nial  with  the  spirit  of  a  free  people. 

He  declarea  to  me,  that  every  opinioD 
which  he  entertained  respecting  the  best 
interests  of  his  country,  led  him  to  wi«fa 
that  a  good  understanding  thoold  take 
place  between  Great  Britain  and  the 
United  States,  and  that  be  thought  that 
the  obvious  advantages  which  vroald 
thereby  result  to  both  countries  vrere  a 
sufficient  pledge  of  the  sincerity  of  his 
sentiments. 

The  reasons  which  induce  me  to  believe 
that  the  views  and  determinations  of  this 
Government,  as  described  to  me  by  Mr. 
Madison^  are  their  real  sentiments,  and 
that  they  will  pursue  that  coarse  of  con- 
duct which  they  have  marked  out,  arise 
from  a  mature  consideration  of  the  actual 
state  of  the  afiairs  of  this  country,  the  par- 
ticular situation  of  the  Government  and 
ruling  party,  and  from  certain  private  but 
important    communications    which  hare 
been  made  to  me  by  some  pf  the  mcmbeis 
of  the  administration,  who  are  sincerely 
desirous  of  a  conciliation  with  Great  Bri- 
tain. 

.  It  is  evident  from  every  thing  which 
has  lately  taken  place  in  this  country, 
that  the  people  at  large  are  denrous  of 
having  the  £mbargo  removed ;    but  it  is 
also  to  be  collected  from  the  result  of  the 
elections  throughout  the  United  States, 
that  the  "present  ruling  party  have  a  de- 
cided majority  of  the  people  with  them ; 
and  as  they  have  pledged  themselves  not 
to  repeal  it,  while  the  restrictions  upon 
their  neutral  rights  continue  in  force  by. 
both  belligerents,  without  substituting  war 
measures;    and  as  they  themselves  sc* 
knowledge,  "  that  the  ultimate  and  ooly 
"  effectual  mode  of  resisting  such  wtrfate, 
'*  if  persisted  in,  is  war/'  and  that  "s 
"  permanent   suspension   of    commerce 
"  would  not  properly  be  resistsmce,  bat 
"  submissipn  ;'!    I  cannot  there(ora  con- 
ceive that  it  would  be  possible  for  them  to 
retract  their  declarations*  and  indeed  they 
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^roul4  not  haye  the  power  of  continuing 
the  Embargo  more  than  six  months^  and 
of  course  therefore^  they  moat  substitote 
vrar  measures  when  it  should  be  with* 
<}rawn,  unless  they  were  to  abandon  aU 
tbe  principles  they  haye  laid  down,  and  to 
chaoge  all  tbe  resolutions,  which  they 
haye  so  unequiyocally  expressed. 

It  is  true  that  they  might  possibly  do 
80>  if  they  found  theraseWes  pressed  by 
the  number  and  strength  of  their  oppo- 
nents, or  by  a  change  in  the  opinions  of 
their  majority  amongst  the  people ;  but  it 
is  plain  from  the  decision  in  the  House  of 
Representatiyes  in  Congress  upon  the  Re- 
aolutions  proposed  by  tne  Committee  ap- 
pointed to  consider  the  subject  of  their 
foreign  relations,  which  were  carried  by  a 
majority  of  84  to  21,  that  they  haye  not 
lost  any.  ground  in  the  present  Congress : 
9nd  the  result  of  the  elections  for  mem- 
hers  of  Congress,  proycs  that  although 
they  haye  lost  some  yotes  in  the  Eastern 
States,  that  they  will  haye  a  great  majo- 
rity out  of  the  whole  number  of  the  next 
Congress. 

.  For  these  reasons  I  conclude  that  the 
Goyernment  party  could  carry  along  with 
them  the  support  of  the  people  in  the 
measures  which  they  might  resolve  to 
take,  and  I  haye  already  explained  why  I 
belieye  they  will  adopt  the  course  of  con- 
duct which  I  haye  described  in  the  fore- 
going part  of  this  Dispatch,  arising  out  of 
the  state  of  the  country  and  their  own 
particular  situation ;  and  I  will  therefore 
proceed  to  explain  my  private  reasons  for 
feeling  confirmed  in  these  opinions,  and 
will  haye  the  honour  of  laying  before  you 
some  important  communications  which 
were  maae  to  me  by  some  of  the  members 
of  this  Goyernment,  unofiicially,  but  with 
a  desire  that  they  might  produce  a  fa- 
vourable efiect  towards  a  conciliation  with 
Great  Britain.  I  beg  leave  to  refer  you 
to  my  next  number,  in  which  they  are 
detailed.    I  have,  &c.  '    D^M.  Erskine. 

No;  IX. — Cop^  qfa  Dispaichfram  the  Hon, 
D.  Erskuie,  to  Mr,  Secretary  Canning, 
dated  Washington,  Dec.  Uh,  1 808. 

Sir ;  In  the  course  of  several  priyate 
interviews  which  1  have  had  with  Mr. 
Gelatin,  secretary  of  the  treasury,  and 
Mr.  Smith,  secretary  of  tbe  nayy,  1  have 
collected  from  them,  that  their  sentiments 
coincide  with  those  of  Mr.  Madison*  which 
1  haye  detailed  at  some  length  in  the  pre- 
ceding ntmiber  of  my  diq»aichea,  respect* 
ing  Uw  proper  course  of  conduct  which 


ought  to  be  pursued'  by  tbe  United  States 
in  their  present  situation ;  although  they 
had  difi^red  as  to  the  propriety  of  laying 
on  the  Embai^  as  a  measure  of  defence, 
and  had  thought  that  it  had  been  better 
to  have  resorted  to  measures  of  a  more 
decided  nature  at  first,  but  that  now  they 
bad  no  other  means  led  but  to  continue  it 
for  a  short  time  longer,  and  then  in  the 
eyent  of  no  change  taking  place  in  the- 
conduct  of  the  belligerents  towards  the 
United  States,  to  endeavour  to  assert  their 
rights  against  both  powers;  but  that  if 
either  should  relax  in  their  agipressions, 
they  said  that  they  would  yote  for  taking 
part  with  that  one  against  the  other  which 
should  continue  its  restrictions.  Mr« 
Galatin  remarked  to  me,  thiCt  the  resolu- 
tions which  wiere  proposed  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Foreign  Relations  in  their  Report 
to  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  which 
had  already  passed  in  the.  Committee  of 
the  whole  House,  and  would  pe»haps  soon 
pass  into  a  law,  seemed  to  him  to  remove 
two  very  important  grounds  of  difference 
with  Great  Britain;  yiz.  the  Non-im porta-, 
tion  Act,  as  applicable  to  her  alone,  and 
the  president's  Proclamation,  whereby 
the  ships  of  Great  Britain  were  excluded 
from  the  ports  of  the  United  btates,  while* 
those  of  France  were  permitted  to  enter, 
but  now  by  the  Non.intercourse  Law  both 
powers  were  placed  on  the  same  footing ; 
he  did  not  pretend  to  say  that  this  mea- 
sure had  been  taken  from  any  motives  of 
concession  to  Great  Britain,  but  as  in  fact 
those  conseouences  followed,  they  might 
be  considered  as  removing  two  great  ob- 
stacles to  conciliation.  This  he  wished 
might  be  the  case,  as  he  intimated  to  me 
that  such  steps  were  about  to  be  taken  by 
Congress  upon  another  very  important 
subject  of  the  differences  between  the  two 
countries  as  might  haye  a  further  effect  in 
leading  to  a  favourable  adjustment  of 
them  ;  he  informed  me  that  a  law  was 
about  to  be  proposed  to  Congress,  and 
which  he  believed  would  pass,  to  interdict 
all  American  vessels  firom  receiving  on 
board  foreign  seamen  under  heayy  penaU. 
ties  or  forfeitures,  and  that  already  the 
ships  of  war  of  the  United  States  bad  been 
ordered  not  to  receive  any,  and  to  dis- 
charge such  as  were  at  that  time  on  board. 
This  subject  is  also  alluded  to  by  Mr. 
Giles  the  senator,  in  his  speech  *,  and  he 
ii  high  in  tbe  confidence  of  the  govern* 

*  See  speeches  of  members  of  Congress 
sent  herewith. 


cxjcxii] 


l^ARL.  PAPBAS.^M;pm  rekuing  Ai  Amrki. 


ltx\ 


men%,  and  is,  ii  is  ^aid,  to  be  Mr.  MadiM>i/« 
secretary  of  state.  Mr.  Gahrtin  also  said^ 
chat  he  knew  that  it  was  intended  by  the 
United  States  to  abandon  the  attempt  to 
carry  on  a  trade  with  the  colonies  of  bel* 
Hgerents  in  time  of  war^  which  was  not 
allowed  in  time  of  peace ;  And  to  trost  fo 
the  being  permitted  by  the  French  to 
carry  on  such  trade  in  peace  so  as  to  en« 
title  them  to  continue  it  in  time  of  wanpb 

In  this  manner,  he  observed,  all  the 
points  of  dtflerence  between  Great  Britain 
and  the  United  States  might  be  smoothed 
away  (was  hift  expression)  and  that,  the 
United  States  would  be  willing  to  pot  the 
intercourse  with  Great  Britain  upon  a 
.  perfect  footing  of  reciprocity,  and  would 
either  consent  to  the  arrangement,  that 
the  ships  of  both  nations  shovid  pay  the 
same  outies  reciprocally,  or  place  each 
other  simply  npon  the  footing  of  the  most 
fiiTOurc^  nation. 

I  hare  i*o  doubt  but  these  communica- 
tions were  made  with  a  sincere  desire  that 
they  might  prodace  the  effect  of  concilia- 
tion, because  it  is  well  known  that  Mr. 
Galatin  baa  long  thouglit  that  the  restric- 
tive and  jealous  system  of  Non-Import 
liaws,  extra  duties,  and  other  modes  of 
checlring  a  free  trade  with  Greait  Orit^in, 
has  been  erroneous,  and  highly  injurious 
to  the  interests  of  America.  He  informed 
me  distinctly  that  be  had  always  enter- 
tained that  opinion,  and  that  he  had  uni- 
fbrmty  endeavoured  to  persuade  the  Pre- 
sident to  place  the  conduct  of  (vreat  Bri- 
taiio  smd  France  in  a  fair  light  before  the 
public.  He  seemed  to  check  himself  at 
the  moment  he  was  speaking  upon  that 
subject,  and  I  could  not  get  him  to  express 
himself  more  distinctly,  but  I  could  clearly 
collect  from  his  manner,  and  Arom  some 
slight  insinuations,  that  he  thought  the 
President  had  acted  with  partiality  to-- 
wards  France ;  for  he  turned  the  conver- 
sation immediately  upe^  the  character  of 
Bfv.  Madison,  and  said,  that  he  could  not 
be  accused  of  having  such  a  biasr  towards 
France ;  and  remarked,  that  Mr.  Madison 
waakfiown  to  be  an  admirer  of  the  British 
constitution,  to  be  generally  well  disposed 
towarda  the  nation,  and  to  be  entirely  free 
from  any  enmity  to  its  general  prosperity. 
Be  appealed  to  me,  whether  I  had  not  ob- 
served that  he  frequently  spoke  with  ap* 
probation  of  its  institutions,  its  energy  and 
fphit;  and  that  he  waa  thoroughly  well 
versed  in  its  history « literature,  and  arts. 
Iliese  observattooa  ne  made  at  that  time, 
for  the  purpose  of  contrasting  tfaa  aenti* 


menta  of  Mr.  Madiaon  with  thdas  of  Ae 
President,  as  ho  knew  thaa  I  hmm  haif« 
observed  tbat  Mr.  Jefibrson  never  apoke 
with  approbatkm  of  any  thing  that  wa» 
British,  and  always  took  iipTre»eh  topics 
in  hia  conversatiout,  and  always  praised 
the  people  and  country  of,  France,  nod 
never  lost  an  opportunity  of  shewing  bia 
dialike  to  Great  Britain. 

At  the  close  of  my  interview  with  Mr. 
Galatin,  be  said,  in  a  familiar  way,  "  Yon 
see.  Sir,  we  could  settle  a  treatv^  ia  my 
private  room  in  two  houis,  which  mifffat 
perhaps  be  found  to  be  as  tasting  as  if  it 
bad  beeir  bound  up  in  all  the  formality  of 
a  regular  system,  and  might  be  found  to 
be  aa  reciproeally  aaeful  as  a  treaty  con- 
sisting of  twenty^four  articles/ in  wliic^ 
the  intricate  poima  of  intercourse  might 
be  in  vain  ^tempted  to  be  reconciled  to 
the"  opposite  and  perha|fts  lealooa  views  of 
self-interest  of  the  respective  countrieai'' 

I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  detaiHog  to 
you  the  substance  of  this  mtofficial  con- 
versation with  Mr.  Gal«tin>  in  order  to  €x« 
plain  to  you  the  grounds  upon  which  I 
have  formed  my  opinion^  tbat  the  mem- 
bers of  the  present  government,  who  ia  is 
expected  would  belong  also  to  the  next, 
would  be  desirous  of  soothing  the  diflbr- 
ences  of  the  United  States  with  Greait  Biri* 
tain,  to  enable  them  to  extricate  tho  eoim- 
try  and  themselves  from  the  diikoKiea  in 
which  they  are  involved  ;  for  it  is  now  I 
believe  determined  that  Mr.  Galatin  will 
accept  his  present  office  uilder  Mr.  Madi*- 
son,  which  was  at  one  time  doubted.  The 
character  of  Mr.  Galathi  must  be  well 
known  to  you  to  be  held  in  the  greatesl 
respect  in  this  country,  for  his  onrivaHed 
talents  as  a  financier  and  as  a  ataleaman. 
There  cannot,  1  think,  be  any  reasonaMe 
doubt  entertained  that  he  is  heartily  op* 
posed  to  French  aggrandiaements,  and  to 
the  usurpations  of  Buonapan^.  He  was 
an  enthusiast  in  favour  of  the  Frencb  Ke-' 
volution  in  the  early  periods  of  it,  bac  baa 
long  since  abandoned  the  fovourable  opi- 
nions he  had  entertained  respecting  it>  and 
has  viewed  the  progress  of  Franoe  towards 
universal  dominion  with  jealousy  and  re* 
gret.  How  for  the  geod-will  of  Una  Go- 
vernment and  country  towafde  Great  BrU 
tain  may  be  worth  m  the  estimatioB  of 
his  Majest5r's  Gevemment  the  sacHfiM 
of  the  Orders  in  Coaoeit,  and  of  9b%  ion 
pression  which  they  might  be  expeiiad  to 
make  on  Franoe,  itwoald  be  presemp* 
tuous  in  me  to  venture  to  calculate;  init  1 
am  dmroagMv'  persoadedlfaai  at  tkaaprice 
it  might  be  obtained. 
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I  hare  •ndcavoiirtd,  by  Ihe  iMMt  •Iriot 
aad  diligent  enqairies  imo  ibe  views  and 
•Irangth  of  the  Federal  party,  to  aflcerteia 
to  what  extent  they  would  be  willing  and 
aUa  10  Miisi  the  measarei  of  the  party  in 
power^  and  hew  far  they  could  carry  the 
opJnioiM  of  this  country  along  with  them 
in  their  attempts  to  remove  the  Embargo^ 
withoat  recurring  to  hostilities  against 
both  Graat  Britain  and  France. 

Upon  a  mature  considerarion  of  th{S 
aiibjeoty  I  am  persuaded  that  great  as  the 
desire  is  wbioti  generally  prerails  ka  the 
remoTal  of  the  Embargo^  that  the  Fede^ 
ralists  would  not  veniore  to  recommend 
Ihat  it  should  be  withdrawi),  without  pro* 
posing  soose  measures  of  ffreater  energy 
as  a  sobstitute;  some  have»  indeed,  hinted 
at  the  propriety  of  at  once  declaring  war 
against  Fiance ;  but  lew  however  of  those 
trbo  have  been  most  clamoroas  ngainst  the 
Embargo  have  yetoliered  their  opinions 
as  to  what  course  ought  to  be  pursued,  aU 
thoQgh  all  have  declared  against  submis* 
won  to  t^  restrictions  upon  their  neutral 
righss. 

When  the  small  number  of  those  who 
Imve  pointed  out  the  propriety  of  going 
to  war  with  France  alone  is  considered 
even  of  the  Federal  party,  I  cannot  believe 
ihat  such  a  measure  would  succeed. 

All  the  leaders  of  the  democratic  party, 
in  the  Congress  and  out  of  it,  declare, 
that  they  only  propose  the  continuance 
of  the  Embargo  for  a  short  time;  and 
that  if  the  voice  of  the  people  at  large  is 
lor  more  resistance,  that  they  shall  be 
willing  and  ready  to  put  forth  the  strength 
of  the  country  for  that  purpose.  Thesede* 
olarations  are  to  be  found  in  the  speeches, 
some  printed  copies  of  which  I  liavr  sent 
herewith  ;  you  will  find  however,  that  in 
come  of  them  a  great  stress  is  still  laid 
npon  the  effects  to  be  expected  from  the 
Embarso  in  coercing  the  belligerents, 
particu  wrly  Great  Britain,  to  relax  in  her 
restrictions,  from  the  distress  and  incon- 
venience likely  to  be  produced  by  the 
want  of  the  produce  of  this  country. 

This  reliance  upon  sucb  consequences 
from  the  Embargo  is  greatly,  indeed  al- 
most entirely,  diminished  in  the  opinions 
of  people;  and  I  conceive  that  the  only 
season  why  the  ruling  party  wish  st  to  be 
continued,  arises  from  a  hope,  that  time 
might  afibrd  them  an  oppprtuoity  of  judg- 
ing of  the  probable  issue  of  events  in  Eu- 
rope, particularly  of  the  success  or  fiulure 
of  Buonaparte  in  Spain. 

It  may  bo  doubtAil  wheCher  the  priva- 


tions and  incQttveaiesMses  produicod  by 
tile  Embargo  tn  this  country,  will  not  com* 
pel  the  Congress  to  take  some  hostile 
meaaares  in  order  to  have  a  pretext  for 
^  removal,  of  so  trifling  a  nature  how* 
ever  m  to  leave  it  to  belligerents  to  over« 
krak  them  if  they  please*  and  to  save  the 
mliiig  party-  the  necessity  of  goina  into 
war  measures  of  gneai  ezpence  and  dan* 
ger,  not  only  to  their  own  popularity  and 
power,  but  perhaps  even  to  the  saieiy  of 
the  Union.  1  propose  to  have  the  honour 
of  oSeriBg  aome  lemarks  upon  this  sub* 
ject  in  the  next  of  my  dispatches.i^-1  have, 
&o.        (Signed)  D.  M.  Easajac. 

No.  X. — Dispatch  frem  the  Honourable  D, 
Erskine,  to  Mr,  Secretary  Canning,  (One 
Enclosure,)  Dated  Washington,  \<jth 
March  1809. 

£ir ;  Since  the  arrival  in  the  Ddawara 
river  on  the  10th  instant  of  the  Americaa 
dispatch  vessel  the  Union*  from  England 
and  France,  I  have  hsd  an  interview  with 
the  President  (Mr.  Mpdisou)  and  the  Sc« 
cretary  of  Stale  (Mr.  Robert  Smith)  who 
expressed  their  sentiments  to  me  very 
freely,  relative  to  the  intelligence  which 
was  brought  by  that  vessel.    - 

The  President  observed,  that  the  altera- 
tion  in  his  Majesty's  Orders  in  ConneiJ  by 
the  recent  Order  which  had  been  commit* 
nicated  by  you  to  Mr.  Pinkney,  suspend* 
log  <*  the  operation  of  the  Acts  as  to  any 
duties  on  exportation  granted  by  the  said 
acts,  as  far  as  relates  to  articles  being  tha' 
growth,  produce,  or  manufacture  ot  any 
country  Doing  in  amity  with  his  Majesty, 
Ibc.  did  not  in  fact  remove  the  objection 
entertainod  by  the  United  States  against 
the  Orders  in  Council,  in  any  degree 
worthy  of  notice  ;  that  they  still  violated 
the  neutral  rights  of  this  country,  as  they 
made  it  necessary  for  American  ships  to 
pvs  through  England,  which  was  not 
oidy  an  infringement  of  the  indepeodenee 
of  the  United  States,  but  was  oompleteiy 
destructive  of  their  commerce,  since  Uie 
American  vessels  were  prohibited  from 
going  to  the  continent  after  they  had  been 
forced  to  touch  in  England. 

He  remarked  abo  upon  the  circumstance 
of  Russia  and  Denmark  being  corapre* 
bended  in  the  operation  of  the  Orders  in 
Cooncil,  which,  be  said,  was  assuming  a 
new  principle,  as  the  Orders  had  been 
hstherto  rested  upon  the  sroond  of  a  right 
of  retaliation,  wheaeas  nnssia  and  Den* 
mark  have  never  issued  any  decree  via* 
lating  naotral  xights.     He   complaiiKd 
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sererely  of  this,  and  went  over  ibe  mne 
argaments  upon  thes^  points  which  he  had 
made  use  of  while  he  was  Secretary  of 
State,  and  seemed  to  he  greatly  dtsap* 
pointed  and  vexed  that  no  change  in  the 
relations  of  the  United  States  with  the 
belligerents  seemed  likely  to  take  place 
before  the  meeting  of  the  new  Congress 
in  Mav  next,  as  he  foresees  the  serious 
difficulties  and  embarrassments  in  which 
the  United  States  will  be  then  involved  in 
determining  upon  the  course  of  iconduct 
which  it  will  be  expedient  to  pursue,  as 
it  is  universally  thought  that  the  Non-in- 
tercourse Law  cannot  last  longer  than  the 
next  session  of  Congress,  and  it  will  be- 
come necessary  at  that  time  either  to 
abandon  all  idea  of  resistance,  or  to  deter- 
mine to  adopt  measures  of  hostility  against 
both  belligerents,  which  could  not  be  car- 
ried in  the  last  Congress,  and  therefore 
are  still  less  likely  to  be  adopted  in  the 
new,  which  will  consist  of  a  larger  num- 
ber of  members  averse  to  such  a  desperate 
and  unavailing  cour{«. 

Tbe  Secreury  of  State  (Mr.  Robert 
Smith)  repeated  the  sentiments  which  he 
had  often  expressed  to  me  when  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy,  of  regret  that  his  Ma- 
jesty's Government  seemed  not  to  believe 
that  the  United  States  would  resist  the  de- 
crees of  France*  He  thinks  the  corres- 
pondence between  the  American  Minister 
at  Paris  (General  Armstrong)  and  the 
French  Government,  proves  the  determi- 
nation of  this  Government  not  to  submit 
to  them.  He  declared  to  me  also,  that  he 
knows  that  war  would  have  been  instantly 
declared  against  France,  upon .  Great 
Britain's  relaxing  her  Orders,  which,  he 
said,  were  issued  before  the  United  States 
had  an  opportunity  of  ascertaining  the  il- 
legal interpretation. which. France  meant 
to  put  upon  her  decrees.  He  added,  that 
he  was  convinced  that  even  now  measures 
of  actual  hostility  would  be  adopted 
against  France  without  hesitation,  should 
Great  Britain  relax  in  her  Orders  so  as  to 
afford  the  United  States  an  opportunity 
of  doing  so  with  honour  ;  but  that  it  would 
be  impossible  that  they  should  single  out 
France  as  an  opponent,  while  Great 
Britain,  contrary  to  her  own  declarations, 
enforced  her  Orders  before  any  acqui- 
escence on  the  part  of  the  United  Slates 
in  the  French  decrees  had  been  proved. 
—He  acknowledged  that  it  might  be  diffi- 
cult to  brins  on  a  state  of  actual  hostility 
between  this  country  and  Great  Britain 
npon  tbe  grounds  of  any  subsifiiog  differ- 


ences, bat  that  he  was  desirous  that  an 
amicable  understanding  should  prevail  be- 
tween tbe  two  countries,  which  the  pre- 
sent state  of  their  relations  wonld  entirely 
prevent.    He  added,  that  he  was   afnii^i 
the    irritations  which  were  likely  to  be 
produced  by  captures  under  his  Mafcaty's 
Orders  in  Council  might  lead  to  eerioiw 
consequences,  which,  he  said,  he   fihoold 
deprecate,  as  he^was  unwilling  to  see  the 
United  States  thrown  into  an  alliance  with 
France,  which  he  thought  already    toe 
powerfhl  for  the  interest  of  the  world. 
He  did  not  pretend  to  entertain  any  par- 
tiality towards  England,  but  considered 
that  tbe  interest  or  the  United  States  was 
the  same  at  the  present  moment  with 
that  of  Great  Britain.— These  senUraents, 
as  expretoed  to  me  by  Mr^  Robert  Smith, 
are,  I  believe,  very  sincere.    1  have  been 
much  acquainted  with  him^  and  canoot,  I 
think,  be  mistaken  in   the  opinion  which 
I  have  formed  of  his  disposition  and  feel- 
ings upon  that  subject.— Both  tbe  President 
and  the  Secretary  of  Stale  are,  1  understand, 
much  otifended  at  the  appointment  of  ad- 
miral Berkeley  to  a  high  command,  pend- 
ing the- serious  complaint  preferred  against 
htm  by  the  United  States  ;  they  have  not 
mentioned  the  subject  to  me,  as  no  au- 
thentic account  of  the  fact  has  been  yei 
received,  but  I  expect  to  hear  strong  re- 
presentations upon  thC' subject^  should  it 
prove  to«be  well  founded. 

As  I  have  already  had  the  honour  to 
convey  to  you  my  sentiments  upon  the 
subject  of  the  Non-intercourse  Liw  in 
several  preceding  numbers  of  my  Dis- 
patches, as  also  upon  the  general  aspect 
of  aflatrs  in  this  country,  I  will  not  trouble 
you  with  any  further  remarks^  but  beg 
leave  to  refer  you  to  the  enclosed  extract 
from  my  (No.  \%)  which  was  sent  in  his 
Majesty's  packet  with  the  mail  of  last 
month,  as  it  contains  my  opinions  upon 
those  topics,  which  are  unchanged. 

This  Dispatch,  as  also  my  (Noa.  14  and 
15.)  will  be  carried  to  £ngland  in  tbe 
American  dispatch  vessel  Pacific,  which 
will  sail  from  hence  in  a  few  days  with  a 
messenger  (a  lieot.  Read).  Another 
vessel  is  going  at  the  same  time  to  France 
with  a  messenger  and  Dispatches :  Mr. 
Coles,*  the  private  Secretary  of  -the  late 
President,  is  to  be  the  bearer  of  them. 

Enclosure  in  Mr.  Er$kine*i{NoAO)^  £r- 
tract  from  Mr,  ErMtu^i  (No.  12. j  qf 
the  year  1809,  dated  Watkmgt^m,  }M 
March  1809. 


Mb} 
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An  the  ndifig  Fartj  pereeife  that  ii 
ivould  not  be  la  tbeir  powef  to  carry  the 
£utern  Stales  aloog  with  them  in  a  war 
with  Great  Britain,  on  the  groands  of 
any  subaisting  difierencea  between-  the 
two  conntriea,  they  hope  that  the  fre* 

2iienl  captures  of  the  Vessels  belonging  to 
le  Eastern  States,  which  ariB  likely  to 
take  place  in  consequence  of  his  Majesty's 
Orders  in  Council,  continuing  in  opera- 
tion,  may  excite  an  irritation  in  the 
minds  of  the  people  of  those  States,  and 
lead  them  to  take  a  part  in  the  next  Con* 
gress  in  any  measures  which  might  be 
pointed  against  Great  Britain.  . 

I  continue  to  be  firmly  persuaded  that 
lifr.  Madison,  who  has  now  been  pro- 
nounced to  be  the  next  President,  would 
moat  willingly  seise  the  first  opportunity 
aif  recommending  to  the  next  Congress  to 
assert  the  neutral  rights  against  I^rance, 
ahould  his  Majesty  deem  it  to  be  just  or 
expedient  to  cause  his  Orders  in  Council 
to  be  withdrawn,  in  consequence  of  a  de- 
termination being  evinced  by  the  United 
States,  not  to  submit  to  the  aggressions  of 
France ;  and  1  conceive  that  it  is  not  at  all 
improbable  that,  he  might  authorize  Mr. 
Pinkney  to  make  a  communication  to  you 
^o  that  efiect,  as  be  has  frequently  in  con* 
Tersation  said  to  me,  that  no  hesitation 
would  be  felt  .in  this  country,  of  entering 
upon  hostilities  with  France,  if  she  did  not 
recall  her  Decrees ;  but  he  always  added, 
that  it  was  impossible  the  United  States 
could  take  such  a  step  while  bis  Majesty's 
Orders  were  in  force,  because  their  justifi- 
tioncouldonly  be  attempted  onthe  grounds 
that  the  United  States  had  acquiesced  in 
the  Decrees  of  France,  which  he  uniformly 
contends  has  never  been  the  case. 

It  is  evident  to  me  that  he  will  be  sup* 
ported  in  this  sentiment  by  his  own  party 
m  Congress,  and  in  the  country  generally, 
ao  far  as  to  prevent  his  feeling  himself 
compelled  to  single  out  France  as  an 
enemy,  while  his  Majesty^s  Orders  in 
Council  continued  in  force ;  but  I  am  per- 
fectly confident  that  it  vt^ould  be  impossi- 
ble that  they  could  brins  on  a  war  with 
England,  unless  it  should  be  occasioned, 
as  I  have  before  mentioned,  by  an  irrita- 
tion produced  in  the  minds  of  the  people 
of  the  Eastern  States,  by  the  lostcs  which 
might  be  sustained  by  them  in  their  ships 
«nd  coinmerce  by  captures  under  bis  Ma- 
jesty's Orders.  . 

The  weight  and  influence  of  the^astem 
States  has  been  sufficient  to  ii^rce  the 
ruling  party  to  abandon  their  favouriie 
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mrstem  of  Embargo,  aiu)  thatltoo  without 
the  *'  painful  alternative"  of/  president 
Jefferson,  of'war  being  substituted  ;  but  I 
doubt  extremely  how  far  they  could  com* 
^pd  the  Congress  and  president  into  a  war 
with  France,  unless  the  United  States  could 
be  called  upon  to  assert  its  neutral  rights^ 
by  the  temporary  removal  of  his  iVfa«> 
jesty's  Orders  in  Council,  togivethemthat 
opportunity. 

It  appears  by  the  result  of  the  state  of 
the  votes  for  president  and  vice  president^ 
which  was  deciared'in  the  senate  yester* 
day,  that  Mr.  Madison  had  122  votes  out 
of  175,  and  that  all  the  votes  except  three 
in  the  southern  and  western  states  were  in 
his  favour,  besides  Pennsylvania ;  and  that 
two  thirds  of  the  rotes  of  the  state  of  Ne«t 
York  were  given  to  him.  He  had  also  all 
the  votes  of  Vermont,  but  that  was  in  con* 
sequence  of  the  votes  being  given  by  the 
legislature  of  that  state,  which  happened 
to  be  democratic ;  besides  having  9  out  of 
12  votes  of  the  state  of  Maryland. 

This  vast  majority  would  enable  the  pre* 
sident  elect  and  his  party  to  resist  the  so« 
licttanions  of  the  four  eastern  states,  should 
they  urge  the  next  Congress  to  single  out 
France  as  an  enemy ;  because  the  same 
power  which  has  proved  incompetent  to 
enforce  an  illegal,  oppressive,  and  ruinooi 
law,  would  still  be  sufficient  to  withstand 
a  requisition>  to  wage  a  war,  which,  how* 
ever  just,  would  not  be  likely  to  be  at* 
tended  with  any  profit  or  advantage. 

It  is  true  that  a  Non-intercourse  Law  may 
be  considered  by  the  Eastern  States  very 
objectionable  $  but  as  it  would  be  rather 
a  nominal  prohibition  than  a  rigorous  en« 
forcement,  a  resistance  to  it -would  be  }es$ 
likely  to  be  made,  and  of  less  importance 
if  it  should  take  place. — ^The  ultimate  con* 
sequences  of  such  differences  and  jea* 
lousies  arising  between  the  Eastern  and 
Southern  States,  would  inevitably  tend  to 
a  dissolution  of  the  Union,  which  has  been 
for  some  time  talked  of,  and  has  of  late,  ^ 
I  have  heard,  been  seriously  contemplated 
by  many  of  the  leading  people  in  the 
Astern  Division.— I  will  not  however  trou« 
ble  you  with  any  observations  upon  that 
important  topic,  at  present;  but  confine 
myself  to  the  consequences  of  the  mea* 
sures  about  to  be  adopted  inCongreaSj 
affecting  his  Majesty's  interest. 

Whatcrer  may  be  the  motives  of  the 
€ongress,for  the  passing  a  Non-intercourse 
Law  with  England  and  France,  I  conceive 
that  great  edvantages  may  be  reaped  from 
it  by  Englandi  at  ahe  has  the  command  of 
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Ihe  MM,  and  can  procure  ihroagh  neotrals 
any  of  the  produce  of  this  country,  be« 
«iae3  the.  immense  quantity  which  will  be 
brought  direct  to  Great  Britain  under  va- 
rious pretences ;  whereas  France  will  ob- 
lain  but  little  at  a  great  expenee  and  risk* 
and  will  only  get  that  little  in  conse- 
(jfnence  of  the  high  prices  in  their  markets. 
.  This  measure  will  operate  in  so  partial 
and  discouraging  a  manner  upon  the 
Eastern  States,  which  are  commercial,  that 
it  would  not  be  submitted  to  very  long, 
and  its  effects  in  preventing  the  introduc- 
lion  of  British  manufactures  would  be 
trifling,  as  they  would  be  smuggled  into 
the  country  with  the  greatest  facHity, 
since  the  people  who  alone  could  inter- 
^re  with  effect,  would  encourage  such  a 
Irafiic  between  his  Majesty's  doounions  in 
Canada,  and  the  adjacent  territories  of  the 
United  States,  and  in  various  other  ways. 
^-Another  advantage  arising  to  Great 
Brhain  from  the  Non-intercourse  Law 
would  be,  that  the  interdiction  of  ships  of 
'war  from  entering  the  ports  of  the  United 
States  would  be  general,  instead  of  bdng 
directed  solely  against  his  Majesty's  ships. 
The  Non-importation  Law  would  be  also 
l^eneral,  and  the  consequence  would  be, 
that  his  Majesty's  subjects  could  ii^et  a 
great  quantity  of  goods  into  the  United 
States,  but  French  subjects  could  not  in- 
troduce any. — Should  his  Majesty  deem 
it  proper  to  consider  the  Non-intercourse 
Law  in  the  light  of  a  municipal  regulation, 
tvhich  the  United  States  had  a  right  to 
establish,  and  not  as  a  measure  of  hosti- 
lity, I  am  persuaded  that  it  would  not  be 
in  the  power  of  any  party  in  this  country, 
even  if  they  wished  it,  to  bring  on  a  war 
vvith  Great  Britain.         D.  M.  Brskinb. 

No.  ^\.— Dispatch  from  the  hon.  D.  M. 
JErakine,  to  Mr.  Secretary  Canning, 
dated  IVashingUm,  April  18M,  1809. 

(No.  1  &  )  rXwo  Enclosures. ) 
Sir;  I  had  the  honour  oF receiving  your 
Dispatches,  Nos.  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  of  the  23d 
January,  and  your  separate  of  the  2d  of 
February,  with  its  several  enclosures, 
which  were  delivered  to  me  on  the  7th  by 
JAt.  Oakel  V,  his  Majesty's  secretary  of 
legation,  who  arrived  on  the  Sd  mstant  in 
ihe  Bay  of  Chesapeake,  in  his  Majesty's 
•hip  Rof^amond. 

I  lost  no  time  in  endeavouring  to  carry 
into  effect  the  important  instructions  con- 
tained ID  those  Dispatches,  and  accord- 
ingly waited  upon  the  secretary  of  state 
(Mr.  Itoberi  t>mith)  lor  tbe  purpose  of 


ucertaining  oUcialfy  tlie  Kmrd 
tion  of  thi»  government  to  enter  into  as 
amicable  discussian  of  the  differences  be- 
tween  the  twocoontries;  as  it  appeaFed^ 
that  the  spirit  of  your  instroctiona  seemed 
to  require  my  panpticular  attention  to  that 
point,  as  being  likely  to  affiird  the  beet 
ground  for  forming  an  opinion  of  the  sin* 
cerity  of  those  conciliatory  proieaaioov 
which  I  had  stated  to  you  I  had  reGetved, 
informally,  from  several  members  of 
weight  and  influence  in  the  late  and  pre- 
sent  administration  of  this  country. 

The  secretary  of  state  (Mr.  Smith) 
'having  repeated  to  m,e  the  most  unequtvo* 
cal  assurances  of  a  cordial  desire  being  en« 
tertamed  by  the  president  and  himself,  for 
an  accommodation  of  all  the  points  of  di>« 
pate  between  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain;  I  opened  the  subject  of  your 
Dispatch  No.  1,  namely,  the  reparation 
proposed  to  be  tendered  on  the  part  of  bis 
Majesty  for  the  attack  on  the  Chesapeake; 
upon  which  Mr.  Smith  observed,  that  as  a 
proof  of  the  ^ncerity  of  his  wishes  that  tba 
afiair  might  be  amicably  settled,  he  pro* 
posed  to  me  previously  to  the  deliveiy  of 
my  Note  upon  that  subject,  that  we  should 
endeavour  to  agree  upon  some  terms 
which  would  not  only  be  accepted,  hot 
which  might  preclude  the  necessity  of  any 
unfriendly  discussions  of  the  causes  and 
consequences  of  that  occurrence. 

As  this  proposal  appeared  to  me  to 
confirm  the  assurances  he  had  given  me  of 
I  his  wish  for  an  amicable  accommodation  of 
that  affair,!  willingly  acceded  to  it,  and  ex* 
plained  to  him  the  nature  of  thereparatioQ 
which  was  intended  to  be  offered.  With 
the  terms  of  satisfaction  for  that  injury,  as 
far  as  they  went,  he  appeared  to  be  sitis<« 
fied ;  but  observed  that  he  had  fully  ex* 
pected  some  assurance  Would  have  ^  been 
given  that  an  adequate  punishment*  ht 
(what  he  termed)  a  flagrant  act  of  ag« 
gression,  should  be  inflicted  upon  the  naval 
officer  by  whose  direcCioas  it  had  be» 
committed,  or  that  at  least  a  court  martial 
would  have  been  ordered  by  his  Majesty 
upon  his  conduct;  and  he  added,  that  as 
the  president  had  dwelt  with  so  much 
force  upon  the  propriety  and  naoessity  of 
some  redress  of  that  sort,  he  n^  afraid  be 
vrould  think  it  incambeat  apon^bim  to  t^ 
quire  it. 

In  obedience  to  yoar  oommand^,  I  pe« 
remptoriiy  declined  holding  out  the  Icail 
expectation  that  any  further  mark  of  his 

I  Majesty's  displeasure  would  be  shewn  to* 
wards  admiral  Berkeley  on  accoonloftkf 
part  he  took  in  thai  tranmriion. 
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After  ft  day's  cotitklfratioD  on  that 
point  by  tho  president^  aaiiated  by  bis  ca» 
ViDct,  it  was  communicated  to  me  by  Mr. 
Kobert  Smith,  that  any  demapd  of  further 
punishment  would  be  waved. 

I  found,  in  the  course  of  several  inter- 
views I  had  with  Mr.  Smith,  that  any  allu- 
flions  which  mii^ht  be  made  by  me  to  the 
details  of  the  ailair  of  the  Chesapeake,  of 
tile  causes  which  led  to  it,  and  or  the  dis> 
cussions  which  followed,  would  be  likely 
to  bring  on  a  complicated  and  fruitless 
controversy. 

I  therefore  founded  my  official  note 
•upon  the  circumstance  of  the  equality 
which  had  been  produced  by  the  opera- 
tions of  the  Non-intercourse  Act,  in  the 
relations  of*  the  United  States  with  the 
belligerent  powers,  as  having  sffbrded  the 
opportunity  to  his  Majesty  to  ofler  an 
lK>nourable  reparation  for  the  affair  of  the 
Chesapeake,  which  it  is  universally  known 
tvas  only  withheld  on  account  of  the  par^ 
tiality  of  the  proclamation,  which  has  been 
since  merged  in  the  general  effect  of  the 
Non- intercourse  Act. 

The  reply  of  Mr.  Smith  acknowledges 
the  operation  of  the  Non- intercourse  in 
producing  that  equality,  and  only  inti- 
mates, "  that  it  was  a  result  incident  to  a 
state  of  things  growing  out  of  distinct  con- 
siderations.'' I  have  the  honour  of  en- 
closing a  copy  of  my  Note,  marked  (A.) 
to  Mr.  Smith,  of  the  17th  instant,  and  his 
answer,  marked  (B.)  which  terminated 
oar  negociation  on  this  subject. 

I  have,  &c.         D.  M.  EasKiNi* 

(Enclosure  1.) — (A.) — Note  from  the  Hon. 
i>.  Erskine,  to  the  Secretary  nf  State  of 
the  United  Stalet,  dated  Washington^ 
April  11  th,  1809. 

Sir ;  I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you, 
that  I  have  received  his  Majesty's  com- 
mands to  represent  to  the  government  of 
the  United  States,  that  his  Majesty  is  ani- 
mated by  the  most  sincere  desire  for  an 
adjustment  of  the  difierencea  which  have 
unhappily  so  long  prevailed  between  the 
two  countries,  the  recapitulatimi  of  which 
might  have  a  tendency*  to  impede,  if  not 
to  prevent,  an  amicable  understanding. 

it  having  been  represented  to  his  Ma- 
j^^y**  government,  that  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States,  in  their  proceedings  at 
the  opening  of  the  last  session,  had  evinced 
an  intention  of  passing  certain  laws  which 
would  place  the  relations  of  Great  Britain 
strith  the  United  States  upon  an  equal  foot> 
iig,  ia  aU  ntf^tta,  with  the  other  belli- 


gerent  powers;  I  haye  accordingly  re- 
ceived isis  Majesty's  cottimands,  in  the 
event  of  such  laws  taking  place,  to  offer, 
on  the  part  of  his  Majesty,  an  honourable 
reparation  for  the  aggression  committed 
by  a  British  naval  officer,  in  the  attack  on 
the  United  States  frigate  f Chesapeake. 

Considering  the  act  passed  by  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States  on  the  first  of 
March  (usually  termed  the  Non -inter- 
course Act)  as  having  produced  a  state  of 
ec|uatity  in  the  relations  of  the  two  belli'^ 

ferent  powers,  with  respect  to  the  United 
tales ;  I  have  to  submit,  conformably  to 
my  instructions,  for  the  consideration  of 
the  American  government,  such  terms  of 
satisfaction  and  reparation  as  his  Majesty 
is  induced  to  believe  will  be  accepted*  in 
the  same  spirit  of  conciliation  with  which 
they  are  proposed. 

In  addition  to  the  prompt  disavowal 
made  by  his  Majesty,  on  being  apprized 
of  the  unauthoriEed  act  committed  by  his 
naval  officer,  whose  recall,  as  a  mark  of 
the  King's  displeasure,  from  an  highly  im- 
portant and  honourable  command^  imme^ 
diately  ensued ;  his  Majesty  is  willing  to 
restore  the  men  forcibly  taken  out  of  the 
Chesapeake,  and,  if  acceptable  to  the  Ame^ 
rican  government,  to  make  a  suitable  pro- 
vision for  the  unfortunate  sufferers  on  that 
occasion.    I  have.  Sec.  D.  M.  EasRiNft* 

(Enclosure  2.) — {B.)^Notefrom  the  Secre» 
tary  qf  State  qf  the  United  States  to  the 
hon,  J>.-  Erskine,  dated  Department  qf 
State,  AprU  Mth,  \H09. 

Sir;  I  have  laid  before  the  president 
your  note,  in  which  you  Have,  in  the  nnnm 
and  by  the  order  of  his  Britannic  Majesty, 
declared  that  his  Britannic  Majesty  is  de« 
sirouii  of  making  an  honourable  reparatioii 
for  the  aggression  committed  ^y  a  British 
naval  officer,  in  the  attack  on  the  United 
States  frigate  the  Chesapeake;  that  in  ad- 
dition to  his  prompt  disavowsJ  of  the  act^ 
his  Majesty,  as  a  mark  of  his  displeasore^ 
did  immediately  recall  the  offending  offi- 
cer Irom  an  highly  important  and  honour* 
able  command ;  and  that  he  in  willing  to 
restore  the  men  forcibly  uken  out  of  ihm 
Chesapeake,  and,  if  acceptable  to  the  Ame- 
rican government,  to  make  a  suiuble  pro- 
vision for  the  unfortunate  sofferers  on  ihat 
occasion. — The  government  of  the  United 
Siatea  having  at  all  times  entertained  a 
sincere  desire  for  an  adjustment  of  the  dif- 
ferences whieb  have  so  long  and  so  un- 
happily sobsisied  between  the  two  cotta« 
trias/tM  prestdeiucaniioi  bot  nceiTe  widt 
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pka$m«  aantraiices  that  |iis  SritaopicMfl^ 
jefty  IE  animated  by  the  same  dUposition, 
and  that  he  is  ready,  in  conformity  to  this 
disposiiion,  to  make  atonement  for  the  in- 
tuit and  aggression  committed  by  one  of 
his  naval  officers,  in  the  attack  on  the 
United  States  frigate  the  Chesapeake. — 
As  it  appears,  at  the  same  time,  that,  in 
making  this  offer,  his  Britannic  Majesty 
Qerives  a  motive  from  the  equality  now 
existing  in  the  relations  of  the  United 
States  with  the  two  belligerent  powers,  the 

E resident  owes  it  to  the  occasion,  and  to 
imself,  to  lee  it  be  understood,  that  this 
,  equality  is  a  result  incident  to  a  state  of 
things  growing  out  of  distinct  considera- 
tions,—With  this  explanation,  as  requisite 
as  it  is  frank,  I  am  authorised  to  inform 
yoo,  that  the  president  accepts  the  note 
delivered  by  you,  in  the  name  and  by  the 
'  order  of'  his  Britannic  Majesty,  and  will 
consider  the  same,  with  the  engagement 
therein,  when  fulfilled,  as  a  satisfaction 
lor  the  insult  and  injury  of  which  he  has 
complained.  But  I  have  it  in  express 
charge  from  the  president  to  state,  that, 
Yvhile  he  forbears  to  insist  on  a  further  pu- 
nii^imeiH  of  the  ofiending  officer,  be  is  not 
the  less  sensible  of  the  justice  and  utility 
cyf  such  an  example,  nor  the  less  persuaded 
fhat  it  v^uld  best  comport  with  what  is 
dtiefrom  his  Britannic  Majesty  to-  his  own 
lionou^.    I  have,  &c.  K.  Smith. 

^o.  XII. — Dispatch  fnm  the  Hon.  D.  £r- 
#^Mf,  to  Mr.  Secretary  Canning,  dated 
Washingtm,  April  50,  1 809. 
(Four  Enclosures.) 

»  Sir;  As  the  instructions  contained  in 
your  Dispatches  Nos.  L  k  II.  directed  me 
to  regulate  my  conduct  in  making  any 
propositions  on  the  part  of  his  Majelty  to 
Ijiis  government,  according  to  the  general 
disposition  which  might  be  shewn  by  them 
t^  come  to  ^  complete  and  cordial  under* 
fltanding  with  Great  Britain,  I  accordingly 
used  all  my  efforts  to  discover  whether 
the  professions  of  such  a  disposition  which 
liad  been  so  often  repeated  to  roe  UQoffi- 
inally,  and  lately  in  the  most  formal  man* 
per,  were  sincere.  The  result  of  further 
communications  persuaded  me  that  the 
atntimenta  of  this  government  had  been' 
truly  represented  to  me,  and  I  was  con^ 
#ri)9ed  in  that  opinion  hy  the  favourable 
veteptioii  of  the  reparation  tendered  on 
the  part  of  hie  Maiestj  for  the  affiiir  of  the 
Chesapeake  tlm  £tatlt  of  which  I  have 

S'ven  io  asy  preceding  aomber. — Witik 
i»c»?totonttpcn»yimiidtfi»B|iawl 


ff ith  the  greatest  attaotioo  the  tesor  of 
your  instructiona  contained  in  year  «ltt» 
patch  No.  I,  and  particularly  the  three 
conditions  upo4i  which  his  Majecty  was 
willing  to  withdraw  the  Orders  in  Caaocti 
of  J«naary  ami  November  1S07,  as  te-* 
spects  the  United  States. — ^The  first  of 
them  I  considered  would  be  of  course  offi- 
cially recognised  by  the  American  go* 
vernment,  since  the  llth  section  of  thtt 
actof  Congress,  usually  termed  the  Noo- in- 
tercourse Act,  provided  for  such  a  cosktin-- 
gent  proposition. — The  second  condition 
ftamed  by  you  I  knew  woold  be  acqai- 
esced  in,  not  only  from  the  declaratiooe 
which  had  been  made  to  me  by  mot  of 
the  Biembers  of  this  government,  but  finoa 
the  universal  opinion  of  the  menabcrs  aC 
weight  and  influence  in  both  Hovaes  of 
Congress,  that  the  principles  and  -obfect 
sought  to  be  established  by  that  rale  were 
equitable  and  would  ever  be  insisted  upon 
by  Great  Britain. 

I. foresaw  bowerer  that  a  difficulty 
must  arise  in  obtaining  a  formal  recogna- 
tion  of  that  point  without  any  reference 
to  other  commercial  arrangements,  which 
would  form  the  basis  of  a  regular  tseaty* 
^-The  third  condition  it  was  ob vioua  coaid 
not  be  objected  to,  because  an  Americaa 
owner  of  a  vessel  captured  by  a  British 
cruiser  on  account  of  its  destination  to 
France,  or  to  any  other  country  with  which 
an  intercourse  was  prohibited  by  the  laws 
of  the  United  States,  could  not  complain 
to  this  government  of  such  seizure^  as  the 
only  answer  would  be,  that  the  enterprise 
being  illegal  he  had  no  claim  to  redress. 

Upon  my  submitting  the  three  condi- 
tions to  the  consideration  of  the  Secretary 
of  State,  he  made  the  answer  to  the  first 
which  1  had  anticipated,  namely,  that  the 
President  would  of  course  asira^  to  it, 
and  in  pursuance  of  the  power  vested  in 
him  by  the  Congress,  wdald  issue  a  Pro* 
clamation  for  that  purpose,  to  take  eSict 
on  the  same  day  that  the  Orders  in  Cosa* 
ctl  should  cease  to  0(>eraie  as  reapecu  the 
United  States. 

With  regard  to  the  second,  he  said,  that 
although  he  was  persuaded  that  nodifficaky 
would  arise  in  the  adjustment  of  that  poial 
conformably  to  the  vibws  of  hisMsjrrty*s 
Govemment  when  the  tlurious  anicles  cm  a 
commercial  treaty*  should  be  bA»n^ht  vm* 
der  diiclission ;  yei,  it  wss  impdiulile  ton 
the  Amcncan  Governpient  to' give  ah  offi» 
cial  reco^lti6A  elf  that  principle  as  a  pee* 
vious  step,,  becsttsa  there  was  no  cooh 
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by  tlM  kwB  of  the  Uatlad  Stetw  lo  be 
parried  oa  with  Fruiee  or  her  dopondon* 
cio8;  and  thai  tho  question  therefore 
Bsost  neceasarily  belong  to  another  state 
of  things*  or  rematn  to  be  adjusted  by 
treaty. 

The  third  condition,  Mr.  Smith  ob- 
served^  appeared  to  him  to  require  no  re* 
cognition,  since  it  was  evident  that  the  in- 
terferenc^e  of  the  Goverpment  of  the  United 
States  could  never  be  recognised  by  any 
of  its  citizens  for  redress  for  an  injury 
sustained  in  consequence  of  a  direct  breach 
of  the  laws,  and  that  in  the  event  of  any 
such  af>peal  being  made,  the  only  answer 
given  would  be,  that  the  Government 
ifvould  immediately  order  the  bonds  of  the 
petitioner  to  be  put  into  execution  against 
Aim  Ibra  violation  of  the  laws.— >Ue  stated, 
however,  that  the  circumstance  of  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  stipulate 
ing  that  Great  Britain  should  be  allowed 
to  execute  their  laws,  would  be  degrading 
to  the  former,  and  attended  with  no  ad- 
vantages  to  the  latter. 

Under  these  circumstances  it  became 
my  duty  to  consider,  whether  the  spirit  of 
vour  instructions  would  be  accomplished 
by  my  obtaining  an  official  recognition  on 
the  part  of  this  Government  of  the  first 
condition,  and  an  understanding  respect- 
ing the  two  othem,  in  conformity  with 
the  views  of  his  Majesty's  Government, 
though  not  given*  in  a  formal  manner  (for 
reasons  before  detailed);  or  whether  it 
was  incumbent  on  me  to  forbear  from  mak- 
ing  any  proposition,  as  I  could  not  obtain  a 
compliance  with  the  exact  letter  of  your 
instructions.  ««•  Various  considerations  of 
great  weight  urged  me  to  endeavour  to 
bring  about  an  adjustment  of»  the  dif- 
I  ferences  between  the  two  countries  upon 
the  poinu  entrusted  to  my  discretion,  as 
far  as  it  was  possible  without  depluting 
from  the  orders  I  had  received. 

The  strongest  inducement  was  derived 
from  the  oommnoications  which  I  had 
lately  received  from  Mr.  Smith,  of  the  di^ 
•aiisiaction  of  the  French  Minister  here 
with  the  Non**intercoarfse  Act,  the  particu- 
lars of  which  I  have  given  in  my  (No.  17.) 
as  also  from  the  general  aspect  of  the  re- 
lations of  this  country  with  Great  Britain 
and  Friince,  as  detailed  in  my  (Nos.  17, 
«od  l#.)  and  in  some  previoas  Dispatches. 
,  The  circmnstanoe  oe  the  Congress  being 
jibont  le  assemble  very  shortly,  was  ano- 
ther, •reason  for  wishing  lo  have  an  amicable 
larraagtment  concluded,  sinee  the  majority 
«f  bo&.IiouaM  had  pledged  ihems^vee  to 


a  resistance  ef •  the  restrictions  upon  nea« 
tral  commerce,  if  it  could  be  pointed 
against  either  of  the  two  great  belli^gerent 
powers  separately ;  and  that  it  was  only 
on  account  of  the  impossibility  of  any  sue* 
cessftti  effort  being  made,  that  they  were 
prevent  from  asserting  their  rights 
against  both  during  the  last  session. 

As  this  Government  thought  that  aaj 
lon^  delay  in  the  time  for  the  renewal  of 
the  intercourse  between  Great  Britain  and 
the  United  States  would  deprive  such  an 
arrangement  of  many  of  its  mutual  advan* 
tages,  and  as  I  fully  agreed  in  that  opinion, 
a  day  certain  (the  10th  of  June  next)  was 
accordin{(ly  fixed  upon. 

The  Notes  which  passed  between  the 
Secretary  of  State  and  myself,  and  which 
I  have  now  the  honour  to  enclose,  marked 
(A.)  (B.)  (C.)  (D).  will  explain  the  course 
pursued  in  the  arrangement  that  was  con* 
eluded. 

Should  his  Majesty's  Government  con* 
sider  that  I  have  exceeded  the  limits  of  my 
instructionr  in  the  engagement  I  have 
made  on  his  Majesty's  behalf,  I  am  aware 
that  no  advantages«which  might  be  de« 
rived  from  it  to  Great  Britain  could  justify 
my  conduct 

I  therefore  rest  my  vindication  upon  the 
reasons  detailed  in  the  foregoing  part  of 
thisDispatch,  for  believing  that  I  have  ad» 
hered  to  the  spirit  and  as  far  as  I  could  to 
the  letter  of  my  orders;  but  I  place  my 
chief  reliance  on  the  well* known  liberali* 
ty  of  his  Majefty  in  appreciating  the  con* 
duct  of  his  servants. 

I  will  only  beg  leave  to  remark,  that 
the  agreement  has  been  concluded  in  the 
persuasion  that  an  amicable  tmderstanding 
would  be  settled  by  the  special  miasioo, 
and  with  a  view  to  promote  so  desirable 
an  object — Should  unexpected  difficulties 
occur  in  forming  a  treaty,  or  should  ^is 
Majesty's  envoy  extraordinary  find  reason 
to  doubt  the  friendly  disposition  of  thte 
United  States,  it  will  then  rest  with  his 
Majesty  to  take  such  measures  as  may  be 
deemea  proper  according  to  the  actual 
slate  of  things.— ^fAe  mean  time  no  injury 
can  be  derived,  I  conceive,  from  that€o»* 
•ditional  agreement    I  have,  &c.         • 

D.  M.  EasRiKB. 

(Enclosure  1.}— >(Ar)  —  JL^//er  from  the 
Hon,  David  Erdntie,  to  the  Jniericm 
Secretary  ^  State,  (the  Hon.  Itoberi 
Smith,)  daud  ITiuAifigian,  AprU  IBth, 
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ymiy  thai  his  Majesty  haying  been  per* 
enaded  that  the  honourable  refmration 
which  he  had  caused  to  be  tendered  for 
the  unauthorized  attack  on  the  American 
frigate  Che8apeake>  would  be  accepted  by 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  in 
tiiesame  spirit  of  conciliation  wilh» which 
it  waa  proposed^  has  instructed  me  to  ex- 
press  ms  satisfaction  should  such  a  happy 
termination  of  that  afiair  take  place,  not 
«nlv  as  having  removed  a  painful  cause  of 
^imrence^  but  as  affording  a  fair  prospect 
of  a  complete  and  cordial  understanding 
being  established  between  the  two  coun- 
triesj*— The  favourable  change  in  the  re* 
lations  of  his  Majesty  with  the  United 
States,  which  has  been  produced  by  the 
<act  (nsuallv  termed  the  Non-intercourse 
Act)  passea  in  the  last  Session  of  Con- 
gress, was  also  anticipated  by  his  Majes- 
ty, and  has  encouraged  a  further  hope, 
that  a  reconsideration  of  the  existing  dif- 
ferences might  lead  to  their  satisfactory 
adjuBlment.«»-On  these  grounds  and  ex- 
pectations, I  am  instructed  to  communi- 
cate to  the  American  Government  his  Ma- 
jesty^s  determination  of  sending  to  the 
United  States  an  envoy  invested  with  full 
powers  to  conclude  a  treaty  on  all  the 
points  of  the  relations  between  the  two 
countries^"— In  the  mean  time,  with  a  view 
to  contribute  to  the  attainment  of  so  de- 
sirable an  object,  bis  Majesty  would  be 
willing  to  withdraw  his  Orders  in  Council 
of  January  and  November  1 807,  so  fhr  as 
respect^  the  United  Slates,  in  the  persua- 
sion that  the  President  would  issue  a  Pro* 
clamation  for  the  renewal  of  the'  inter- 
course with  Great  Britain,  and  that  what- 
ever difference  of  opinion  should  arise  in 
thts*interpretation  of  the  terms  of  such  an 
agreement,  will  be  remo? ed  in  the  present 
negotiation.    I  have,  &c. 

D.  M.  Erskinb. 

(Enclosure  2.)— (B.) — Letter fiom  the  Ame- 
rican Secretary  qf  State,  to  tfie  Hon.  D. 
Erskine,  dated  Department  qf  State,  iBiA 
Aprit  1 80^. 

Sir;  The  Note,  which  I  had  the  honour 
'Of  receiving  from  you  this  day,  I  lost  no 
tine  in  laying  before .  the  President,  who, 
being  sincerely  desirous  of  a  satisfactory 
adjustment  of  the  difierences  unhappily 
subsisting  between  Great  Britain  and  the 
United  States,  has  authorized  me  to  assure 
you,  that  he  will  meet,  with  a  disposition 
correspondent  with  that  of  his  Britannic 
Majesty,  the  determinatk>n  of  his  Majesty 
lo  seikl  to  tha  Uaitad  Statas  a  ipecial  jen- 
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vo'y;  invested  with  full  powers  to  coaeKidc 
a  treaty  on  all  the  points  of  the  rdatiow 
between  the  two  countries.— I  am  ftittJier 
authorized  to  assure  you,  that  in  case  his 
Britannic  Majesty  should  in  th«  mean 
time,  withdraw  his  Orders  ia  CooacU  of 
January  and  November  1807,  so  far  as  re- 
spects the  United  States,  the  President 
will  not  fail  to  issue  a  Proclamation  by 
virtue  of  the  authority  and  for  the  pur- 
poses speciiied  in  the  eleventh  section  oC 
the  Statote  commonly  called  the  Non- 
intercourse  Act.     I  have,  &c.    R.  Smith* 

« 

(Enclosure  '3.)  —  (C.) — Letter  from  dm 
Hon,  D,  Erskine,  to  the  American  Se- 
crciary  qf  State^  dated  Wathmgton,  AprH 
19/A,  1809. 

Sir ;  In  consequence  of  the  acceptance 
by  the  President,  as  stated  in  your  letter 
dated  the  1 8th  instant,  of  the  proposals 
made  by  me  on  the  part  of  his  Majesty, 
in  my  letter  of  the. same  day,  for  the  re- 
newal of  the  intercourse  between  the  re* 
spective  countries,  I  am  authorized  to 
declare  that  his  Majesty's  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil of  January  and  November  1807  will 
have  been  withdrawn,  as  respects  the 
United  States,  on  the  10th  day  of  June 
next.    I  have,  &c«        D.  M.  BasRiNs. 

(Enclosure  4-.) — (D.) — Letter  from  the 
American  Hecretary  qf  State,  to  the  Hon* 
D.  Erskine,  dated  Department  qf  State, 
April  19th,   1809. 

Sir;  Having  laid  before  the  President  yonr 
Note  of  this  day,  containing  an  assurance 
that  his  Britannic  Majesty  will,  on  lOth 
of  June  next,  have  withdrawn  his  Orders 
in  Council  of  January  and  November 
1807,  so  4ar  as  respects  the  United  Slates, 
i  have  the  honour  of  informing  you,  that  < 
the  President  will  accordingly,  und  ia 
pursuance  of  the  eleventh  section  of  the 
statute  commonly  called  the  Non^inter- 
course  Act^  issue  a  Proclamation,  ao  Uiat 
the  trade  of  the  United  States  with  Great 
Britain  may  on  the  same  day  be  renewed, 
in  the  manner  provided  in  the  said  sec» 
tion.    I  have,  &c.  R.  S|iith« 

No.  XllL—Dispatch  from  the  Hon.  Dacid 
Erikine,  to  Mr.  Secreta^  Cannings 
dated  Washington,  Angiut  Sd,  1S09. 

Sir ;  I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  your  Dispatches,  Noa.  10, 
1 1,  12,  of  the  2ad,  5ISd,  and  SOth  of  May^ 
eriginala  and  duplicates,  the  fisrsMr 
brought  in  hu  Majesty's  packet  Wiadser 
Castl^  which  airived  al  Naw  Yaikoa  tha 
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25th  uhifBo,.  tnd  the  latter  which  were 
delivered  to  me  jesterday,  hy  lieutenant 
Gregory,  commanding  his  Majesty's  gun* 
brig  Contest^  Vhich  arrived  in  Hampton 
Roads  ID  the  Bay  of  Chesapeake  on  the 
29th  ult.— I  lost  no  time  in  complying 
with  your  instructions  contained  in  your 
fio,  IS,  to  deliver  a  copy  of  his  Majesty's 
Order  in  Council  of  the  2ith  May  last  to 
the  secretary  of  state  of  this  Government, 
which  I  accordingly  sent  to  Mr.  Robert 
Smith  in  a  written  ISoUs,  of  which  the  in- 
closed is  a  copy.  In  obedience  to  your 
commands,  I  also  used  all  the  means  in 
my  power  to  make  the  above-mentioned 
Order  publicly  known  throughout  the 
United  States.— It  is  with  the  deepest  re- 
Ipret  that  I  find  from  your  Dispatches  No. 
10.  &  11.  of  the  22d  and  23d  of  May, 
that  his  Majesty  had  disapproved  of  the 
manner  in  which  I  have  executed  the 
instructions  which  you  sent  me  by  Mr. 
Oakeley,  and  has  been  compelled  to  dis- 
avow the  provisional  agreement  which  I 
had  lately  entered  into  with  this  govern- 
ment under  the  persuasion  that  it  would 
bave  met  with  his  Majesty's  approbation. 
'  The  duty  and  high  respect  which  L 
owe  to  his  Majesty  weula  restrain  me 
firom  making  any  reply  to  the  animad- 
Tersions  upon  my  conduct,  which  you 
have  conveyed  to  me  by  his  Majesty's 
commands;  but  I  consider  that  it  is  m- 
cumbent  upon  me  to  offer  some  observa- 
tions upon  certain  points  of  my  negocia- 
lioHy  which  appear  to  have  been  Biisunder- 
atood,  in  consequence,  I  suppose,  of  m^ 
having  given  respecting  them  an  insu££^ 
cient  or  imperfect  explanation. 

It  is  stated  *  by  yon  in  your  No.  10,  of 
X\^e  2€d  of  May,  that  with  respect  to  the 
instructions  relating  to  the  Chesapeake, 
which  formed  the  subject  of  your  Dis- 
patch No.  I.  of  the  23d  of  January  last,  I 
nad  omitted  a  preliminary  t>f  the  most 
material  importance,  as  the  condition  of 
*'  his  M^esty's  no  longer  insisting  upon 
the  recall  of  the  proclamation  of  July 
1807,  as  a  preliminary  to  the  adjustment 
of  the  di^rence  arising  from  the  afiair  of 
the  Chesapeake,  that  the  ships  of  war  of 
France  shall  in  point  of  fact  have  been  ex* 
eluded  from  the  ports  of  the  United  States, 
and  such  ships  of  that  description  as  were 
m  those  ports  shall  have  been  warned  to 
depart.''-— Of  this  condition^  you  observe 
that  1  appear  to  have  uken  no  notice 
whatever;  yon  add  also,  that  the  Non-in- 
tercourse Bill  operated  oaly  to  the  pros^ 
'(ective  cxdusioD. 


I  beff  leave  to  refer  you  to  the  flrft  sec« 
tton  of  the  Non-intercourse  Law,  which 
you  will  fiild  excludes  the  ships  of  waf« 
from  the  passing  of  that  act  on  the  first  of 
March ;  the  prohibition  therefore  was  n6i 
prospective  but  immediate,  and  in  fact 
had  been  in  operation  six  weeks  before  i 
commenced  the  negotiation. 

Upon  the  subject  of  the  wamiiig  wliieh 
should-  be  given  to  any  French  ships  in 
the  ports  of  the  United  Statesj  the  secrete* 
ry  of  state,  Mr.  Robert  Smith,  informed 
me,  that  there  were  no  French  ships  M 
present  within  the  waters  of  the  United 
States,  and  that  if  it  was  to  be  presumed^ 
that  the  government  wpuld  cause  theif 
laws  to  be  executed :  in  the  propriety 
and  justice  of  which  sentiment  1  fblir  ac« 
quiesced^-The  preliminary  conditioll 
above-mentioned  was  therefore  I  conceive 
fulfilled. 

Your  next  objection  states,  that  the 
Proclamation  of  the  President,  of  July 
1807,  is  neither  withdrawn,  nor  its  operas 
tion  declared  to  be  at  an  end.— In  expla*' 
nation  of  this  point,  I  beg  leave  to  remark 
that  the  Non-intercourse  Law  abrogated 
even  the  act  upon  which  the  president't 
proclamation  was  founded,  by  the  words 
at  the  end  of  the  8d  section  of  that  act^ 
inserted  by  the  Congress  for  that  expresa 
purpose;  which  circumstance  I  coouno* 
nicated  to  you  in  my  (No.  18.)  of  the  17th 
of  March,  and  again  in  mv  (No.  19.)  of 
the  18th  of  April,  in  which  1  mentioned 
that' the  secretary  of  state  declared  to  bm 
that  the  Proclamation  was  merged  in  the 
Non-intercourse.  I  believe  I  omitted,  in 
my  (No.  19.)  to  inform  you,  that  Mr^ 
Smith  added,  that  k  was  impossible,  to 
issue  a  Proclamation  to  recall  an  EdicI 
which  was  already  revoked  and  coald 
not  be  revived. 

The  third  objection  taken  by  you  is 
upon  a  point  of  so  delicate  a  nature,  that  I 
proceed  to  an  explanation  of  it  with  the 
greatest  caution  and  deference.— Permit 
me.  Sir,  to  request  that  you  will  lay  be- 
fore his  Majesty  my  most  earnest  assu^ 
ranees  that  I  would  not  have  allowed  any 
expressions  which  1  thought  disrespect^ 
fill  towards  his  Majesty  lo  have  remained 
unanswered,  in  any  Note  I  may  have  re^ 
ceived.— It  wonld  be  an  inexcusable  px^ 
sumption  in  me  to  attempt  to  pot  a  diffe* 
rent  construction  upon  the  expressions 
contained  in  the  latter  part  of  Mr.  Smith'a 
first  letter  to  me,  or  to  view  the  meaning 
of  the  words  in  a  different  light  from  that 
which  yQu  have  beea  pleased  to  infocq| 

7 


cli*] 


BARL  PAPEBS.-rAyerj  rdmiie  to  dvufk^k 


me  hifl  Majesty  has  done ;  but  I  think  it 
xay  daty  to  declare  that  I  do  not  believe 
any  intention  whatever  existed  in  the 
mind  of  the  President  of  the  United  States 
U>  convey  a  disrespectful  meaning  to- 
wards his  Majesty  by  those  expressions. 
r-Upon  my  being  informed,  by. the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  that  the  President  would 
agfeB  to  wave  any  demand  for  further 

Eunishment  of  the  British  officer  wh6 
ad  caused  the  attack  to  be  made  on  the 
United  States  frigate  Chesapeake,  but 
that  it  would  be  impossible  to  refrain 
from  expressing  an  opinion  that  he  de- 
served it,  I  used  all  my  efforts  to  persuade 
this  gOTernment  to  give  up  such  an  insi- 
nuation ;  not  from  pny  idea  that  I  enter- 
tained of  its  being  disrespectful  to  his  Ma* 
jesty,  but  as-  it  might  seeili  less  concilia- 
tory than  the  disposition  of  the  President 
had  been  represented^to  me,  and  of  the 
sincerity' of  which  Iwas  fully  persuaded. 
>  After  I  had  received  Mr.  Smith's  note, 
I  deliberated  upon  the  propriety  of  mak- 
ing any  observations  in  answer  to  those 
expressions;  but  I  was  induced  to  forbear 
iromsending  any  reply,  by  considerations 
of  the  policy  and  propriety  of  not  blend- 
ing irritating  dissension  with  amicable  ad- 
justmeiits.— -It  appeared  to  nfie,  that  if  any 
indecorum  could  justly  be  attributed  to 
the  expressions  in  the  official  notes  Qf  this 
governmenf,  the  censure  due  would  fall 
upon  them«  and  that  the  public  opinion 
would  condemn  their  bad  taste  or  want  of 
propriety,  in  coldly  and  ungracioTusly 
giving  up  what  they  considered  as  a  right, 
but  which  they  were  not  in  a  condition  to 
enforce.*-The  feelings  6f  his  Majesty 
upon  that  point,  are  a  sufficient  proof  that 
I  have  formed  an  erroneous  judgment  res- 
pecting it ;  and  I  hav«  to  lament  not  only 
that  any  act  or  omission  on  my  part 
should  hate  incurred  his  Majesty's  dis*. 
pleasure,  but  that  it  would  have  been  the 
cause,  though  unintentionally,  of  convey- 
ing any  expression  personally  disagree- 
able, or  even  apparently  disrespectful  to 
the  sovereign  of  my  country^.— I  have 
omitted  to  mention  one  circumstance, 
which  is,  that  the  reason  why  I  did  not 
put  in  a  claim  on  the  part  of  his  Majesty 
to  recover  firom  the  American  government 
deserters  from  his  Majesty's  service,  was 
that  they  have  always  declared  them- 
selves willing  to  be  guided  by  the  laws  of 
nations  upon  that  subject. 

My  motives  for  deviating  from  the  pre« 
cise  line  of  my  instructions  relative  to  the 
boimty  intended  by  his  Id ^)esty  for  the 
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relations  of  the  killed  and  wounded   an 
board  the  Chesapeake,  will,  1  bbp^  upoa 
explanation  be  found  to  be  satts&ciory.-* 
When  I  mentioned  his  Majesty's  lUjeral 
views  upon  that  point,  the  Secretatry  of 
State  informed  me,  that  it  would  be  highly 
satisfactory  if  the.  offer  was  expressed  io 
general  terms,  although  the  govenunenk 
never  meaiht  to  accept  the  prDnsio0   teo- 
dered,  but  would  acknowledge  the  libera- 
lity of  his  Majesty  when  they  might  bere- 
after  decline  to  avail  themselves  of  it,  bas 
that  if  it  was  put  upon  the  footing  of  spon- 
taneous generosity,  it  would  not  be  ai   all 
acceptable  to  the  United  Sutes.     ^Tith 
sentiments,  &c.  D.  M.  ]^b9kihb« 

(Inclosure.)  —  JLelter  from  the  kan,  D, 
Erskine,  to  the  American  Secretary  of 
State,  dated  Washington,  July  $lst,l  S09. 

m 

Sir ;  I  have  the  honour  to  enoleseto  yen 
a  copy  of  an  Order,  which  was  passed  by 
his  Majesty  ih  Council,  on  the  224>th  of  May 
last.— -In  communicating  this  Order,  it  b 
with  the  deepest  regret  that  I  have  to  in- 
form you,  that  his  Majesty  has  not  thought 
proper  to  confirm  the    late   provisiooai 
agreement  which  I  had  entered  into  with 
you  on  the  part  of  our  respective  govern* 
ment8.-*-Neither  the  present  time  nor  the 
occasion  will  afibrd  me  a  favourable  op^* 
portunity  for  explaining  to  you  the  grounds 
and  reasons  upon  whibn  I  conceived  I  had 
conformed  to  his  Majesty's  wishes,  and  to 
the  spirit,  at  least,  of  tny  instractions  upon 
that  subject.    Nor  infleed  would  any  vin* 
dication  of  my  conduct,  whatever  I  may 
have  to  offer,  be  of  any  importance,  far- 
ther than  as  it  might  tend  to  shew  that  no 
intention  existed,  on  my  part,  to  practise 
any  deception  towards  the  Government  of 
the  United  States.— I  have  the  satisfaction, 
however,  to  call  your  attention  to  that 
part  of  the  inclosed  Order  which  protects 
the  commerce  and  shipping  of  the  United 
States  from  the  iniury  and  inconveniences 
which  might  have  arisen  to  American 
citizens  from  a  reliance  on  the  provisional 
agreement  before  mentioned.;  and  I  can- 
not but  cherish  a  hope  that  no  farther  bad 
consequences  may  result  from  an  arrange- 
ment which  I  had  fully  believed  would 
have  met  with  his  Majesty's  approbatioo> 
and  would  have  led  to  a  complete  and 
cordial  understanding  between  the  two 
countries^— ^With  sentiments,  &c. 

D.  M.  EasKuis. 

No.  XIV.— DiJpfl/cA/rom  the  hon.  D.  JFr- 
skirte,  to  Mr.  Secretary  Ctmning,  daiai 
Woihington,  August  Tth,  1809. 
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Sir ;  Before  I  proceed  to  lay  before  yoo 
fluch  explanations  as  I  have  to  oifer,  re- 
lating to  the  points  mentioned  in  your 
dispatch  No.  1 1 .  of  the  23d  May,  in  which 
you  have  expressed  to  me  his  Majesty's 
entire  disapprobation  of  ray  deviations 
from  the  instructions  contained  in  your 
Ko.  2.  transmitted  to  me  by  Mr.  Oakely  ; 
I  will  take  this  opportunity  of  informing 
you,  that  the  American  government  did 
not  consult  with  me  on  the  propriety  or 
expediency  of  publishing  the  Notes  which 
passed  between  the  Secretary  of  State, 
Mr.  Robert  Smith,  and  myself  in  bur 
negociattons,  but  according  to  their  prac- 
tice they  made  public  the  state  of  their 
foreign  relations  at  the  moment  when  they 
tliought  it  was  for  the  interest  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  that  it  should  be  known. 

The  reasons  which  were  assigned  by 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  having  done  so, 
were  certainly  intended  as  favourable  to 
his  Majesty's  interest,  since  he  declared  it 
was  with  a  view  to  exhibit  to  the  people 
of  this  country  the  adjustment  of  differ- 
ences with  Great  Britain  which  had  taken 
place,  and  the  prospect  of  a  further  good 
understanding,  in  ortler  tliat  the  members 
of  Congress  might  assemble  with  favour- 
able sentiments  towards  Great  Britain,  as 
also  that  the  event  might  be  speedily  and 
generally  known  in  France,  so  as  to  bring 
that  power  to  a  de6nitive  determination 
respecting  its  relations  with  the  United 
States. 

It  would  be  not  only  superfluous,  but 
mig^  be  deemed  improper,  that  I  should 
repeat  the  reasons  already  detailed  in  my 
(No.  20,)  of  the  ISthof  April,  which  led 
me  to  believe  that  I  had  conformed  to  the 
spirit  if  not  to  the  letter  of  your  instruc- 
tions contained  in  your  No.  2.  since  1  have 
received  the  communication  throogh  you 
of  bis  Majesty's  disapprobation  of  the  man- 
ner in  which  i  have  executed  them. 

It  remains  for  me  only  to  declare,  that 
I  was  greatly  influenced  in  my  conduct  by 
the  repeated  intimations  in  your  instruc- 
tions (in  No,  4.  January  23d,) "  that  the 
'*  sincerity  of  the  good  disposition  possess- 
«*  ed  by  the  persons  composing  the  new 
'*  American  Administration  was  the  point 
"  most  important  in  the  view  of  the 
"  British  government." 
.  That  disposition  I  was  folly  convinced 
was  entertained  by  this  government,  which 
^ey  were  ready  to  evince  in  any  way 
xoosiatent  ivith  the  power  they  held  by 
ihe  constitution  of  the  United  States. 

Hie  M^iesty  having  thought  proper  to 


cause  you  to  communicate  his  surprize  and 
regret,  that  I  should  have  received  such  a 
Note  as  that  from  Mr.  Smith,  in  answer  to  « 
the  offer  for  reparation  for  the  affair  of  the 
Chesapeake,  as  a  proof  of  the  acceptance 
by  the  government  of  the -United  States  of 
the  honourable  reparation  tendered  by  his 
Majesty  "  in  the  same  spirit  ofcoucjiiation 
"  in  which  it  was  proposed  ;**  1  am  there<* 
fore  precluded  from  odering  any  observa- 
tions upon  that  subject,  other  than  such  as 
I  have  ventured  to  make  in  the  preceding 
number  of  my  dispatches. 

As  a  further  apology  I  may  be  per* 
mitted  to  observe,  that  as  I  had  (I  con- 
ceive) full  reason  for  believing  that  the 
disposition  of  the  government  of  the  Unit* 
ed  States  was  conciliatory,  i  may  have 
dwelt  in  my  own.  mind,  while  writing  my 
Note  rn  answer  to  that  of  Mr.  Smith,  upon 
that  impression,  and  may  have  on  that  ac- 
count attributed  to  Mr.  Smith's  Note  a 
stronger  appearance  of  conciliation  than 
the  language  of  ik  may  justify. 

It  is  repftarked  by  you  in  your  No.  II. 
of  the  25d  of  May,  that  my  instructions 
did  not  authorize  me  to  hold  out  the  ex- 
pectation that  his  Majesty  would  send  an 
envoy  extraordinary  to  conclude  a  treaty 
with  the  government  of  the  United  States, 
until  his  MajeHy  should  have  received 
from  them  an  authentic  and  official  recog« 
nition  of  the  conditions  which  I' was  di« 
rected  to  require. 

The  conditions  were  undoubtedly  not 
recognised  in  the  formal  manner  required 
by  you,  because  this  Government  had  not 
sufficient  authority  to  make  an  engage- 
ment as  to  what  should  be  the  determina- 
tion of  the  United  States  through  its  legis* 
lative  assemblies  upon  the  state  of  their 
foreign  relations : 

It  rested  with  the  Congress  alone  to  de- 
clare that  the  Non- intercourse  Law  should 
be  continued  or  not,  and  in  what  manner 
it  should  be  carried  into  effect.  The 
President  could  do  no  more  than  act  upoa 
the  law  as  it  existed. 

I  have  already  furnished  you  in  my 
(No.  20.)  with  my  reasons  for  beliermg 
thai  all  the  conditions  would  have  been 
accomplished  by  the  Congress,  which 
had  pledged  themselves  in  the  most  so- 
lemn manner  to  resist  the  restrictions  upon 
their  neutral  rights  against  such  powers 
as  should  infringe  them. 

I  bad  informed  you  in  some  Dispatdiea 
sent  before  I  had  received  my  instructions, 
that  the  American  Government  did  not 
know  vrith  s^cient  ;accnracy  what  »•- 
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tidm  hmd  issaed  or  enfbrced  decrees  tio- 
lating  neutral  rights^  but  that  when  they 
could  ascertain  that  fact,  there  could  be 
no  ddubt  that  the  Congrea$  would  make 
the  Non- intercourse  Act  to  comprehend 
all  jioch  powers  as  should  adopt  and  act 
under  the  decree  of  France. 

It  appears  from  the  general  tenor  of 
your  Dispatches  No.  10^  and  I  i,  that  his 
Majesty's  Government  were  not  wilting 
io  irusi  to  assurances  from  the  American 
Government,  hot  that  ofDcial  pledges 
were  to  have  been  reqitired,  which  could 
not  be  given  for  want  of  power,  some  of 
them  also  befng  of  a  nature  which  wotf9d 
preveni  a  formal  recognition  :— Had  I 
believed  that  his  Majesty's  Government 
were  determined  to  insist  upon  those  coa-> 
ditions  being  complied  with  in  one  parti- 
cular manner  only,  I  should  have  adhered 
implicitly  to  my  instructions;  but  as  I 
collected  from  them,  that  bis  Majesty  was 
desirous  of  accomplishing  his  retaliatory 
system  by  such  means  as  were  most  com- 
patible whh  a  goo<l  understanding  with 
friciidly  aiul  neutral  powers,  1  feU  confi" 
dent  that  his  Majesty  would  have  approv- 
ed of  the  arrangement  I  had  conchided,  as 
one  likely  to  lead  to  a  cordial  and  com- 
plete uxiderstanding  and  co-operation  on 
the  part  of  the  United  States,  which  co« 
operation  never  could  be  obtained  by  pre- 
vious stipulations  either  from  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  who  have  no 
power  to  accede  to  them,  or  from  the  Con- 
gress, which  would  never  acknowledge 
them  as  recognitions  to  guide  their  con- 
duct.   I  have,  &Cf  D.  M.  Ersrinb. 

No.  XV.^Diwalch  from  the  Hon,  D.  Er- 
skme,  to  Mr,  Secretary  Cannings  dated 
Washington,  Aug,  10,  iSOQ. 

Sir  ;  I  beg  leave  to  request  that  you 
will  be  pleased  to  lay  before  his  Majesty 
•ny  most  grateful  acknowledgments  for  the 
communication  which  you  have  made  to 
me  by  his  commands,*  that  his  Majesty 
entertatfis  **  no  doubt  of  the  good  inten- 
tirnis  and  seal  Cor  his  Majesty's  service, 
by -which  I  have  been  led  to  depart  from 
mv  Instructions." 

Nothing  con  Id  have  indnced  me  to  have 
deviated  in  the  slightest  degree  from  the 
orders  I  had  received,  but  a  thorough  cofl- 
miction  upon  my  mind,  that  by  so  doing 
to  a  certain  extent,  I  should  accomplish 
the  object  which  his  Majesty  had  in  view ; 
fvhen,  by  too  strictly  adhering  ti>  the  letter 
of  my  instructions,  I  might  lose  the  op<> 
pcotuiiTty  of  prottOthig  4«eiitUily  hli 
llajesty's  wishes  and  interest. 


f  submit  myself  wHIi  fftki  def<efence  to 
his  Majesty's  commaitds,  and  shall  tccotd* 
irtffly  deliver  to*  Mr.  JackioB>  vrbooi  hti 
Majesty  Iw  been  pleased  to  appoint  in 
my  place  as  £nvoy  Bxtraordinarir  aiid 
Minister  Pleikipotentiiiry  to  the  United 
States,  ftil  the  papers  and  documents  be« 
longing  t6  the  tnuai<yn,  whenever  he  jihall 
present  to  me  hSa  Majesty's  Ordefi  for  that 
purpose. 


No.  XVl'-^Letter  from  the  Hon.  D. 

to  tfie  Hon,  Robert  Smith,  daud  WoMmg^ 
ton,  l^hAuguU.  1809. 

Sir;    1  have  the  honotf^ to  acknotrledgt 
the  receipt  of  your  Letter  of  the  9tfa  inst. 
informing  me  trmt  you  h$d  joit  received  • 
Letter  from  Mr.  Pinkney  enclosing  e  print- 
ed papeo  purporting  to  be  a  Copy  of  » 
Diepatch  to  me  from  Mr.  CiMuiIng,  which 
^tatea^  among  other  things,  •'  fh>ni  the  re« 
port   of  your    converstieioAs   with    Mr. 
Madison,  Mr.  GaletiOi  and  Mr.  Smilli,  it 
appears  r-^  I  St.  That  the  AmeticMjGo* 
vernment  is  prepare,  in  tha  event  of  hia 
Majeity's  consenting   to'  withdrair    the 
Ordera  in  Council  of  Jatioary  aod  No* 
vembar  I807>  to  withdraw  contemporane* 
otisly  on  ita  part  thi»  Interdietioa  of  itr 
harbours  to  raipe  of  war,  and  all  Non4ft* 
terconrae  and  Non^importaiion  Acta,  a# 
fkr  as  respecta  Great  Britain,  leaving  then 
in  foroe  with  respect  to  France  aod  die 
powers  wliich  adopt  or  act  eader  her  de^ 
crces.    2d.    That  America  is  willing  fe 
renounce,  daring  the  pteaent  war>  the  pr^ 
tension  of  carrying  on,  in  time  of  war,  all 
trade  with  the  enemiea*  coloniee,  ftom 
'which  she  was  excluded  doriag  peace. 
5dly.    Great  Britain,  for  the  purpose  of 
securing  the  operation  of  the  Embargo 
and  the  bmdfiH  intention  of  America  to 
prevent   her  cifiaetia  ftnm  trading  with 
France  and  the  powers  adoptnig  or  acting 
under  the  Fk*ench  decrees,  is  to  be  coasi« 
dered  as  being  at  liberty  to  eaplate  all 
such  American  vessels  as  may  be  Ibind 
attempting  to  trade  with  the  porta  of  any 
of  those  powers^  withont  which  sactrity 
for  the  observance  of  the  Bmbargo,  the 
raising  it  nominally  with  respect  to  Bri^ 
tain  alone,  would  in  lact  raise  it  wiUi  re- 
spect  to  M  the  world.'' 

The  explanations  which  you  reqnett 
from  me  upon  that  sabject  shaU  be  gfven 
with  candour,  and  I  will  proceed  ae^et4^ 
mgly  to  lay  before  you  an  abstract  of  tie 
eommeeioatfons  which  I  made  fe  Ma  Me* 
jcsty'i  Gofemmen^  relative  to  the  enett^ 
dal  coat ^iiatiem  whieh  I  had  held  triik 
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Mr.  Marfiioa,  Iben  Secretary  of  Sute, 
Mr.  GaUuin  aod  yoarself,  at  the  tioie  and 
upon  the  occasion  alluded  to  by  his  Ma- 
Josty's  Secretary  of  State  (Mr.  Canning) 
jQ  that  part  of  his  Instructions  to  nie,  of 
which  you  inform  me  you  have  received 
.m  printed  Copy  from  Mr.  Pinkney. 

Upon  referring  to  my  Dispatches,  ad- 
drested  to  his  Majesty's  Government  of 
the  3d  and  4ih  De»pember  last,  in  which 
these  communications  are  detailed,  I  con- 
clude that  the  conversations  alluded  to 
must  have  been  held  some  days  previous 
.  to  that  period,  and  were  to  the  following 
.4rfFea: 

Mr.  Madison  (then  Secretary  of  State) 
is  represented  by  me  to  have  urged  vari- 
«oas  arguments  tending  to  prove  that  the 
.  Vniieo  States  had  exerted  all  their  efforts 
to  persuade  the  French   Government  to 
.withdraw  their  unjust  restrictions  upon 
neatral    commerce*    and    that    recourse 
ni^ht  have  been  had  to  measures  of  more 
^activity,  and  decision  against  France  than 
mere  remonstrances;    but  that,  in  the 
jnaan  time  Great  Britain  had  issued  her 
Orders  in  Council,  before  it  was  known 
. whether  the  United  States  would  acqui- 
j9sce  in  the  aggressions  of  France,  and 
thereby  rendered  it  impossible  to  distin- 
guish between  the  conduct  of  the  two 
belligerents,  who  bad  equally  committed 
ilggressions  against  the  United  ^States* 

After  some  other  observations,  Mr. 
Madison  is  stated  by  me,  at  that  time,  to 
have  added*  that  as  the  world-  most  be 
convinced  that  America  had  in  vain  taken 
all  the  means  in  her  power  to  obtain  from 
.Great  Britain  and  France  a  just  attention 
to  her  ri^hu  as  a  neutral  power,  by  re- 
presentations and  remonstrances,  that  she 
would  be  fully  justified  in  having  recourse 
to  hostilities  with  either  belligerent,  and 
that  she  only  hesitated  to  do  so  from  the 
difficulty  ef  contending  with  both,  but 
^atsbe  must  be  driven  even  to  endea- 
vour to  maintain  her  rights  against  the 
two  greatest  powers  in  the  worlds  unless 
either  of  them  ahould  relax  its  restrictions 
upon  neutral  commerce,  in  which  case 
the  United  States  would  at  once  side  with 
that  power  against  the  other  which  might 
continue  its  aggressions : 
.  That  every  opinion  which  he  enter- 
tained respecting  the  best  interests  of  his 
country  ted  him  to  wish  that  a  good 
understanding  should  take  pbiee  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  United  Stales;  and 
that  he  thought  that  the  obvious  advan- 
lagse  which  would  thereby  rewlt  t<t  both 


countries  were  a  sufficient  pledge  of  the 
sincerity  of  his  sentiments. 

These  observations.  Sir,  I  beg  leave  to 
remark,  were  made  to  me  by  Mr.  Madison 
about  a  momb  after  the  intelligence  had 
been  received  in  this  country  of  the  rejec- 
tion by  his  Majesty's  Government  of  the 
proposition  made  through  Mr.  Pinkney  by 
the  President  for  the  removal  of  the  JSm- 
bargo,  as  respected  Great  Britain,  upon 
condition  that  tlie  Orders  in  Council 
should  be  withdrawn  as  respected  the 
United  States ;  and  his  sentiments  were» 
as  I  conceived,  expressed  to  me  in  order 
that  I  might  convey .  them  to  his  Ma- 
jesty's Government,  so  as  to  lead  to  re- 
consideration of  the  proposition  above- 
mentioned,  with  a  view  to  the  adjustment 
of  the  differences  upon  that  subject  be- 
tween the  respective  countries. — But  1 
never  considered  that  Mr.  Madison  meant 
that  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
would  pledge  themselves  beyond  the  pro* 
position  respecting  the  Embargo  as  above 
stated,  because  that  was  the  extent  of  tlus 
power  of  the  President  by  the  Constiti>- 
tion  of  the  United  States. — I  understood 
very  distinctly  that  the  observations  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  were  intended  to  con- 
vey an  opinion  as  to  what  ousht  and 
would  be  the  cburse  pursued  by  the 
United  States,  in  the  event  q(  his  Majesty's 
Orders  in  Council  being  withdravni.--'In 
these  sentiments  and  opinions  you  con- 
curred, as  I  collected  from  the  tenor  of  se- 
veral conversations  which  I  held  with  yon 
at  that  period. — With  respect  to  the  se- 
cond point,  as  stated  in  your  letter  to  be 
contained  in  *'  a  Dispatch  from  Mr.  Can- 
ning/' I  beg  leave  to  ofier  the  following 
explanation  :— In  the  course  of  a  private 
interview  I  had  with  Mr.  Gelatin  (the 
Secretary  ot  the  Treasury)  he  intimated 
that  the  Non*intercourse  Law  which  was 
then  likely  to  be  passed  by'  the  Congres 
ought  to  be  considered  as  removing  two 
r^ry  important  grounds  of  diiftrence  with 
Great  Britain,  namely,  the  Non-imports 
lion  Act  as  applicable  to  her  alone*  an4 
also  the  President's  Proclamation,whereby 
the  ships  of  Great  Britain  were  excluded 
from  the  ports  of  the  United  States,  while 
those  of  France  were  permitted  to  enter  ; 
but  that  by  the  Non-intercourse  Law  both 
powers  were  placed  on  the  same  footing. 
He  did  not  pretend  to  sarjr  that  this  aea* 
sure  had  been  taken  from  any  motivet  of 
concession  to  Great  Britain,  but  as  in  fac# 
these  consequences  folbwed,  he  conceived 
they  night  be  considered  as  removing  the 
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two  grand  obstacles  to  a  conciliation.-— 
He  adverted  also  to  the  probability  of  an 
adjustment  of  anovher  important  point  in 
dispute  between  the  two  countries,  as  he 
aaid  he  knew  that  it  was  intended  by  the 
United  States  to  abandon  the  attempt  to 
carry  on  a  trade  with  the  colonies  of 
belligerents  in  time  of  war^which  wasnot 
allowed  in  time  of  peace,  and  to  trust  to 
the  being  permitted  by  the  French  to 
carry  on  such  trade  in  peace  so  as  to  en- 
title them  to  a  continuance  of  it  in  time  of 
war. 

As  it  may  be  very  material  to  ascertain 
what  "  trade  with  the  colonies  of  belli- 
gerents'' was  (in  my  conception)  meant 
by  Mr.  Galatin  as  intended  to  be  aban- 
doned by  the  United  States,  I  feel  no  hesi- 
tation in  declaring  that  I  supposed  he 
alluded  to  the  trade  from  the  colonies  of 
belligerents  direct  to  their  mother  coun- 
try or  to  other  belligerents,  because  the 
right  to  such  trade  had  been  the  point  in 
dispute  ;  whereas  the  right  to  carry  on  a 
trade  from  the  colonies  of  belligerents  to 
the  United  States  had  never  been  called  in 
question,  and  had  been  recognized  by  his 
Majesty's  Supreme  Court  of  Admiralty, 
and  the  terms  even  upon  which  sueh 
colonial  produce  might  be  re-exported 
from  the  United  States  had  been  formally 
arranged  in  a  treaty  signed  in  London  by 
the  Ministers  Plenipotentiary  of  both 
countries,  which  was  not  indeed  ratified 
by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  but 
was  not  objected  to  as  to  that  article  of  it 
which  settled  the  terms  upon  which  such 
trade  was  to  be  permitted. 

Such  was  the  substance.  Sir,  of  the  un- 
4)fficial  conversations  which  I  had  held 
with  Mr.  Madison,  Mr.  Galatin  and  your- 
self, which  I  did  not  consider  or  represent 
to  his  Majesty's  Government  as  intended 
with  any  other  view  than  to  endeavour  to 
bring  about  the  repeal  of  the  Orders  in 
Council,  by  shewing  that  many  of  the  ob- 
stacles which  had  stood  in  the  way  of  an 
amicable  adjustment  of  the  diflerences 
between  the  two  countries  were  already 
removed,  and  that  a  fair  prospect  existed 
of  settling  what  remained,  since  the 
United  States  had  exhibited  a  determina- 
tion to  resist  the  unjust  aggressions  upon 
her  neutral  rights,  which-  was  all  that 
Great  Britain  had  ever  required ;  but  I 
certainly  never  received  any  assurances 
from  the  American  Government  that  they 
Would  pledge  themselves  to  adopt  the 
jc<^nditions  specified  in  Mr.  Cannine's  in- 
ftrij^tions  as  preliminaries^  nor  did!  $ver 


hold  out  such  an  expectation  to  bis  Ma« 
jesty's  Government,  having  always  stated 
to  them,  that  in  the  event  of  his  Majesty 
thinking  it  just  or  expedient  to  cause  his 
Orders  in  Council  to  be  withdrawn,  tilat 
the  President  would  take  off  the  Embargo 
as  respected  England,  leaving  it  in  opera- 
tion against  France  and  tlie  Powers  "which 
adopted  or  acted  under  her  decrees,  ac- 
cording to  the  authority  which  %vas  -west^ 
in  him  at  that  time  by  the  Congress  of 
the  United-States,  and  that  there  was  every 
reason  to  expect  that  a  satisfactory  ar- 
rangement   might    be   made    upon    the 
points  of  the  colonial  trade  which   had 
been  so  long  in  dispute  between  the  two 
countries. 

As  to  the  third  condition  referred  to  by 
you,  specified  in  Mr.  Canning's    tnstroc- 
tions,  I  have  only  to  remark,  that  I  never 
held  any  conversation  with  the  mem  ben 
of  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
relative  to  it,  until  my  late  negociation,  or 
had  ever  mentioned   the  subject   to   his 
Majesty's  Government,  it  having  for  the 
first  time  been  presented  to  my  considera- 
tion in  Mr.  Canning's  Dispatch  to  me  of 
the  23d  of  January,  in  which  that  idea  is 
suggested,  and  is  stated  to  have  been  as- 
sented to  by  Mr.  Pinkney. — It  would  he 
unavailing  at  the  present  moment  to  enter 
upon  an  examination  of  the  "  pretensions 
set  forth  in  Mr.  Canning's  Letter  of  In- 
structions," which  you  are  pleased  to  term 
"  extraordinary."-^!  consider  it  however 
to  be  my  duty  to  declare,  that  during  my 
negfociation  with  you,  which  led  to  the 
conclnsion  of  the  provisional  agraement,  I 
found  no  reason  to  believe  that  any  diffi- 
culties would  occur  in  the   accomplish- 
ment of  the  two  former  conditions,  as  far 
as  it  was  in  the  power  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States  to  accede  to  the  Ist,  and« 
consistently  with  the  explanation  which  I 
have  before  given,  of  the  2d  point.    On 
the  contrary,  I  received  assurances  through 
you  that  the  President  would  comply  (u 
far  as  it  was  in  his  power)  with  the  first 
condition,    and  that  there  could  be  no 
doubt  that  the  Congress  would  think  it  in* 
cumbent  upon  them  to  assert  the  rights  of 
the  United  States  against  such  Powers  m» 
should  adopt  or  act  under  the  decrees  of 
France,  as  soon  as  their  actual  conduct  or 
determinations  upon  that  subject  coold  be 
ascertained,  but  that  in  the  mean  time  the 
President  had  not  the  power  and  could  not 
undertake  to  pledge  himself  in  the  fonod 
manner  required    to  that  eflUBCt— I  re- 
ceived also  aseuraoces  fioto  jroa^tbatq^ 
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doubt  could  reasonably  be  entertained 
that'  a  ULtisFactory  arrangement  might  be 
made  in  a  Treaty  upon  the  subject  of  the 
2nd  condition  mentioned  in  Mr.  Can- 
ning's InstructionA,  according  to  my  ex- 
planation of  it  in  the  foregoing  part  of 
this  Letter,  but  that  it  necessarily  would 
form  one  article  of  a  Treaty,  in  whtch  the 
TariOos  pretensions  of  the  two  countries 
would  be  settled. 

The  Sd  condition  you  certainly  very 
distinctly  informed  me  could  not  be  re- 
*  cognized  by  the  President ;  but  you 
added  what  had  great  weight  in  my  mmd, 
that  you  did  not  see  why  any  great  im- 
portauce  should  be  attached  to  such  a  re- 
cognition, because  it  would  be  impossible 
that  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  could 
prefer  a  complaint  to  his  Government  on 
account  of  the  capture  of  his  vessel  while 
engaged  in  a  trade  absolutely  interdicted 
by  the  laws  of  his  country.— Under  these 
circumstances,  therefore,  finding  that  I 
could  not  obtain  the  recognitions  specified 
in  Mr.  Canning's  Dispatch  of  the  2Sd  of 
January,  which  formed  but  one  part  of  his 
several  instructions  to  me,  in  the  format 
manner  required,  I  considered  that  it 
would  be  in  vain  to  lay  before  the  Go- 
vernment of  the  United  States  the  Dis- 
patch in  question,  which  I  was  at  liberty 
to  hayd  done  in  extenm>  had  I  thought  pro- 
per. But  as  I  bad  such  strong  grounds 
tor  believing  that  the  object  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's Government  could  be  attained, 
though  in  a  diflferent  manner,  and  the  spi- 
rit at  least  of  my  instructions  be  fully 
complied  with,  I  felt  a  thorough  convic- 
tion upon  my  mind  that  I  should  be  acting 
in  conformity  with  his  Majesty's  wishes, 
and  accordingly  concluded  the  late  pro- 
visional agreement  on  his  Majesty's  be- 
half with  the  Government  of  the  United 
States.— The  disavowal  by  his  Majesty  is 
*a  painful  proof  to  me  that  1  had  formed  an 
erroneous  judgment  of  his  Majesty's  views 
and  the  intention  of  my  Instructions,  and 
I  have  most  severely  to  lament  that  an 
act  of  mine  (though  unintentionally )  should 
produce  any  embarrassments  in  the  rela- 
tions between  the  two  countries.— It  is  a 
rreat  consolation  to  roe,  however^  to  per- 
ceive that  measures  have  been  adopted  by 
both  Governments  to  prevent  any  losses. 
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and  to  obviate  any  inconveniences  which 
might  have  arisen  to  the  citizens  or  sub* 
jects  of  either  country,  from  a  reliance  on 
the  fulfilment  of  that  provisional  agree* 
ment ;  and  I  cannot  but  cherish  a  hope 
that  a  complete  and  cordial  understanding 
between  the  two  countries  may  be  ellect- 
ed. — I  beg  leave  to  add,  that  it  \rould 
give  me  great  happiness  to  have  contri'- 
buted  to  so  desirable  an  object,  and  to  offer 
you  the  assurances  of  the  great  respect  and 
high  consideration  with  which  I  remain. 
Sir,  &c.     D.  M.  EasKiNB. 

No.  XVih^Lelter  from  the  Hon.  David 
Erskine,  to  the  Hon.  Robert  Smilhg^  dated, 
WaAington,July  31,  1809. 

Sir ;  I  have  th*e  honour  to  inclose  to 
ou  a  ^opy  of  an  Order,  which  was  passed 
y  his  Majesty  in  Council  on  the  Sith  of 
May.  In  communicating  this  Order,  Jt 
is  with  the  deepest  regret  that  I  (lave  to  in- 
form you,  that  his  Majesty  has  not 
thought  proper  to  confirm  the  late  pro- 
visional agreement  which  I  had  entered 
into  with  you  on  the  part  of  our  respective 
Governments. — N«iiher  the  present  time, 
nor  the  occasion,  will  afford  me  a  favour- 
able opportunity  for  explaining  to  you  the 
grounds  and  reasons  upon  which  I  con- 
ceived I  had  conformed  to  his  Majesty 'g 
wishes,  and  to  the  spirit  at  least  of  my 
Instructions  upon  that  subject;  nor  indeed 
would  any  vindication  of  xay  conduct 
(whatever  I  may  have  to  offer)  be  of  any 
importance,  further  than  as  it  might  tend 
to  shew  that  no  intention  existed  on  my 
part  to  practise  any  deception  towards 
the  Government  of  the  United  States.-— 
I  have  the  satisfaction,  however,  to  call 
your  attention  to  the  part  of  the  enclosed 
Order,  which  protects  the  commerce  and 
shipping  of  the  United  Stales  from  the 
injury  and  inconveniences  which  might - 
have  arisen  to  American  citizens  from  a 
reliance  on  the  provisional  agreement  be- 
fore mentioned ;  and  I  cannot  but  cherish 
a  hope,  that  no  further  bad  consequences 
may  result  from  an  arrangement,  which  I 
hacf  fully  believed  would  have  met  with 
his  Migesty's  approbation,  and  would 
have  led  to  a  complete  and  cordial  under- 
standing between  the  two  countries*  With 
sentimentSi  &c.   D.  M.  Erskive. 
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Pafers  phbsented  to  thb  House  of  Commohs  relating  to  Ame.kica. 
m^Orderedy  bu  the  House  of  Commons^  to  he  prinitdj  9ih  februartf, 
1810.— [No.  11.] 


Ko.  l.'^LttUrfrom  Mr,  Secretary  Cemning 
to  Mr.  IHnkneif,  d<Ued  Foreign  Office, 
nth  May,  1 809. 

Sir;  According  to  the  intimation  which 
\  gave  you  in  our  last  conference^  I 
have  now  the  honour  to  inclose  to  you  a 
copy  of  the  Order  in  Council  which  hie 
Majesty  has  directed  to  he  issu^di  for  the 
purpose  of  preventing^  as  far  as  possible, 
any  inconvenience  or  detriment  to  the 
merchants  in  the  United  States,  who  may 
|l»ve  entered  into  commercial  speculations 
on  the  faith  of  the  unauthorijted  engage* 
mentsof  Mr.  Erskine,  previously  to  the 
notification  in  America  of  his  ,  Majesty's 
disavowal  of  these  engage ments.-^Havmg 
had  the  honour  to  read  to  you,  in  extcn^o, 
the  Instructions  with  which  Mr.  Erskine 
was  furnishedi  it  i«not  necessary  for  me  to 
^nter  into  any  explanation  of  those  points 
111  which  Mr.  Er9kine  has  acted  not  only 
not  in  conformity  but  in  direct  contradic-* 
tton  to  them.-*-I  forbear  equally  from 
troubling  you.  Sir,  with  any  comment  on 
the  manner  in  which  Mr.  Kcskine's  com- 
Riupications  have  been  received  by  the 
American  Government,  or  upon  the  terms 
aod  spicit  of  Mr.  Smith's  share  of  the  cor- 
respond euce.^^Such  observations  will  be 
communicated  more  properly  through 
the  Minister  whom  his  Majesty  has  direct- 
mi  to  proceed  to  America—- not  on  any 
special  mission  (which  Mr.  Erskine  was 
not  authorized  to  promise,  except  upon 
conditions  not  one  of  which  he  has  obtain* 
od)  but  as  the  successor  of  Mr.  Erskine, 
whom  bis  Majesty  has  not  lost  a  moment 
in  recalling.*^!  have,  &c. 
,  Gbokgs  Canning. 

No.  n. — -Dispatch  from  the  Hon,  David  Er^ 
skine  to  Mr.  Secretary  Carmifig.  dated 
Bahimore,  August  3\st  i 809. 

Sir ;  I  have  the  honour  of  enclpsing 
Qopi«9  of  a  Correspondence,  which  has 
pa«ed  between  the  Secretary  of  State, 
(^r,  Robert  Smith)  Mr.  Gallatinjand  my- 
self^ upon  tb9  luibjeets  therein  detailed*  I 
have,  &c.  D.  M.  Erskxnb. 

No.  llL-^Letterfrom  the  Hon.  Robert  Smith 
to  the  Hon.  David  Enkine,  dtued  Depart" 
mau  qf  StaU,  August  9th,  1 809. 

Sir  I  {  have  just  received  from  Mr.  Pink* 


ney  a  letter,  enclosing  a  printed    paper< 
purporting  to  be  a  copy  of  a  l>ifipatch  to 
you    from    Mr.  Cannings    which    st^te*, 
among  other  things,  that  from  the  repon 
of  your  conversation  with   Mr.  1\ioMji»oii, 
Mr.  Gallatin,  and  Mr,  Smith,  it  ^ppors,— 
J .  That  the  American  Guveroment  ii  pr^ 
pared,  in  the  event  of  his  Majesty's    coo- 
septiiig  to  withdraw  the  Orders  in  )Counal 
of  January  and  November  1 807,  to  with* 
draw  contemporaneously,  on  its  part,  the 
interdiction  of  its  harbours  to  ships  of  war, 
and  all  Non-intercourse  and  Nonoimporta* 
tion  acts,  so  far  as  respects  Great  Britaio, 
leaving   tham    in  force  with  respect  to 
France  and  the  powers  which   adopt  or 
act  under  her  Decrees.    2*  Uliat  America 
is  willing  to  renounce,  during  the  present 
war,  the  pretension  of  carrying  on,  in  time 
of  war,  all  trade  with  the  Enemy's   colo« 
nies,  from  which  she  was  excluded  during 
peace.    3.  Great  Britain,  for  the  purpo^ 
of  securing  the  operation  of  the  £aibargo, 
and  the  ^d/<ie  intention  of  Americs  to 
prevent  her  citizens  from    trading  with 
France,  and  the  powers  adopting  and  acu 
ing  under    the  French  Decrees,  is  to  be 
considered  as  being  at  liberty  to  capture 
all  such  AmericaQ  vessels  as  may  be  found 
attempting  to  trade  with  the  porta  of  any 
of  these  powers,  without  which  security 
for  the  observance  of  the  Embargo,  ths 
raising  it  nominally  with  respect  to  Great 
Britain  ulone,  would  in  fact  raise  it  with 
respect  to  all  the  world, 

1  have  the  honour  to  request  you^  to 
favour  me  with  such  explanations  as  your 
candour  will  at  once  suggest,  in  relation 
to  these  imputed  conversations.    I  forbear 
to  express  to  you.  Sir,  the  surprise  that  is 
felt  at  the  extraordinary  pretensions  set 
forth  in  this  letter  of  instruction,  and  es* 
pecially  at  the  expectation  that  thisGovere- 
ment  would,  as  a  preliminary,  recognise 
conditions,  two  of  which  aie  so  manimtly 
irreconcilable  to  the  dignity  and  interest 
of  the  United  States*    T  however  wooU 
remark,  that  had  yon  deemed  it  proper 
to  have  communicated  Is  cr«iwa  this  tetter, 
.it  would  have  been  imposssible  for  the 
President  to  haye  perceived  in  its  condi- 
tions,  or  in  its  spirit,   that.conciliatiHy 
disposition   which    had  been   professed, 
ana  which,  it  was  hoped,  had  really  existed. 
I  have,  &c.  B.  Smitb. 
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^o.  IV. — LeiUr  from  Albert  Gaiktin, 
Eig.  to  the  Hon.  D,  ErMnet  dated  Wush-^ 
ington,  1 3ih  August  1809. 

Sir  ;  I  do  not  believe  that,  in  the  con- 
venations  we  hare  had  respectingtbe  prae* 
ticability  of  an  adjustment  of  the  differ- 
ences between  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain^  we  eref  have  ttiisunder'> 
stood  one  another  ;  yet  as  from  Mr.  Csn- 
ning's  instructions  lately  published  by 
your  Government,  it  would  seem  that 
■otne  opinions  are  ascribed  to  several  mem- 
bers of  this  administration,  which  they 
did  not  entertain,  it  appears  necessary 
to  ascertain  whether,  on  any  point,  a  mis- 
apprehension can  have  taken  place.  I 
will  forbear  malcing  any  observations 
on  what,  in  the  instructions,  is  called  the 
thifti  condition,  since  it  is  not  asserted 
that  that  inadmissible  proposition  wassug- 
gested  St  Washington. 

The  points  embraced  in  Mr.  Canning's 
ftrst    proposition,    formed   the  principal 
topic  of  otir  conversations  relative  to  a  re- 
vocation of  the  Orders  in  Council,  yet 
in  the  manner  in  which  that  proposition 
is  expressed,  it  goes  further  than  h^d  been 
Sttg|;ested  by  the  members  of  this  adminis- 
tration.     It  is  sufficiently  evident  from 
the  proceedings  of  Congress,  both  pre-* 
tious  and  subsequent  to  the   unratified 
agreement  of  April  last,  that  the  United 
States   intended  to  continue  the  restric- 
tions on  the  commercial  intercourse  with 
France,  whilst  such  of  her  Decrees  as  vio- 
lated our  neutral  rights  continued  in  force, 
ind  to  remove  those  restrictions,  in  rela^^ 
tion  to  Great  Britain^  in  the  event  of  a  re- 
vocation of  the  Orders  in  Council.        But 
that  state  of  things,  so  far  as  it  related  to 
Prance,  was  to  result  from  our  own  laws, 
known  or  anticipated  by  your  Govern* 
ment  when  they  authorized  an  arrange- 
ment ;  and  it  was  not  proposed  by  us, 
that  thecontinaanceof  the  non-intercourse 
with  Prance  should  be  made  a  condition 
of  that  arrangement.    Whilst  on  that  sub- 
ject, I  will  add  an  observation,  though 
perhaps  not  inMiiadiatcly  connected  with 
the  object  of  this  letter.    I  think  that  the 
object  of  that  proposition,  so  far  as  it  agreed 
with  yodr  previous  understanding  of  the 
Intentions  of  this  Government,  has  been 
substantially    carried  into  effect  on  our 
part.    It  is  true  that  your  Government 
might,  at  the    date  of  the  Instructions, 
have  expected  from  the  incipient  proceed* 
ings  of  Congress,  that  Holland  would  be 
mbraced  by  the  restrictive  laws  of  the 


United  States:  not  only  however  was  the 
omission  nominal,  since  American  vessels 
were,  at  the  time,  by  the  Decrees  of  that 
country,  refused  admission  into  rCs  ports  ; 
but  tinder  the  same  construction  of  our 
laws,  by  which  the  commercial  intercourse 
with  Holland  was  permitted,  that  with 
Portugal  was  also  considered  as  legal,  id 
the  event  of  that  country  being  occupied 
by  the  British  in  the  name  of  the  Prince 
Regent. 

ft  is  therefore  principally  as  respects 
ihe  second  condition,  which  relates  to  the 
colonial  trade,  that  erroneous  inferences 
might  be  drawn  from  the  expressions  used 
in  Mr.  Canning's  Instructions.  Although 
the  subject  must  have  been  mentioned  here 
incidentally,  and  only  in  a  transient  man« 
ner,  as  it  is  one  to  Which  I  had  paid  parti- 
cular attention,  and  on- which  my  opinion 
had  never  varied,  I  think  that  I  can  state 
with  precision  in  wlNt  view  I  have  alwa3ra 
considered  it,  and  must  have  alluded  to  it. 

First. — I  never  could  have  given  coun- 
tenance to  any  opinion  that  the  United 
States  would  agree,  or  that  it  would  be 
proper  to  make  any  arrangement  whatever 
respecting  the  colonial  trade,  a  condition 
of  the  revocation  of  the  Orders  in  Comi* 
cil.-^The  two  subjects  were  altogether 
unconnected,  and  I  am  confidentthM  such 
a  proposition  was  never  suggested  either 
by  you,  or  by  any  member  of  this  Ad« 
ministration.  Such  an  arrangement  could 
be  eftcted  only  by  treaty ;  and  it  is  with 
a  considerable  degree  of  surprise  that  I  se6 
your  Government  now  asking,  not  only 
resistance  to  the  French  Decrees,  bnt  the 
abandonment  of  a  branch  of  our  com* 
merce,  as  the  price  of  the  revocatimi  of 
the  Orders  in  Council.  This  seems  to 
give  a  new  character  to  a  measure  which 
nad  heretofore  been  represented  as  an  act 
of  retaliation  reluctantly  adopted,  and  had 
been  defended  solely  on  the  ground  of  a 
supposed  acquiescence  on  the  part  of  thfc 
United  States  in  the  injurious  Decrees  of 
another  nation. 

Second.— In  the  event  of  a  treaty  em- 
bracing all  the  poinu  in  dispute,  and  par- 
ticularly that  of  impressmenu,  without 
which  1  trust  no  treaty  will  ever  take 
place,  it  was  my  opinion,  and  certainty  I 
may  have  expressed  it,  that  if  the  othidt 
objects  6f  dfflerence  were  arranged,  thai 
respectinff  the  colonial  trade  would  be 
easily  adjusted.  I  had  considered  the 
principles  recognized  in  a  former  correa^ 
pondence  between  lord  Hawkesbury  and 
Mr.  King  on  the  subject  of  the  colonial 
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tradci  and  subsequently  again  adopted  in 
the  treaty  negociatcd  by  Messrs.  Munroe 
and  Pinkney,  as  a  general  basis  agreed  on, 
under  different  Administrations,  by  both 
Governments,  from  which  neither  could 
now  recede,  and  susceptible  only  of  modi- 
fications as  to  details,  llie  Instructions  to 
our  ministers  in  London  on  that  subject, 
bad  also  been  publisheii,  and  were  known 
to  your  Government. — I  therefore  believed 
that  the  United  States,  in  the  event  of  a 
treaty,  would  still  be  disposed  to  wave  for 
the  present,  in  the  manner  and  on  the 
terms  contemplated  by  those  Instructions, 
tbeir  right  to  that  branch,  and  to  that 
branch  only,  of  the  colonial  trade,  known 
by  the  name  of  direct  trade ;  that  is  to 
say,  the  trade  carried  directly  from  belli- 
i;erebts  colonies  to  the  belligerents  in  Eu- 
rope, where  that  trade  was  not  perma- 
nently in  peace,  as  in  war,  permitted  by 
the  laws  of  the  country  to  which  those 
colonies  belonged.  But  the  right  to  a 
trade  between  such  colonies  and  the 
United  States  generally,  and  to  that  in 
colonial  articles  between  the  UAited  States 
and  other  countries,  never  can  or  will  in 
jmy  opinion  be  abandoned,  or  its  exercise 
be  suspended  by  this  Government;  on 
the  contrary,  it  is  solely  in  order  to  secure, 
by  an  express  stipulation,  that  trade 
against  the  danger  of  interruption,  and 
'  thus,  by  a  mutual  spirit  of  accommodation, 
to  avoid  collisions,  that  the  abandonment 
of  the  direct  branch  can  ever  be  assent- 
ed to. 

Permit  me,  therefore,  to  request  that 
you  will  inform  me,  whether  you  under- 
stood me  on  those  two  points,  as  I  cer- 
tainly meant  to  be  understood,  namely, 
that  the  relinquishment,  during  the  present 
war,  of  what  is  called  the  direct  trade, 
was  alone  contemplated,  and  that  no  ar- 
rangement on  that  subject  was  suggested 
ai  a  condition  of  the  revocation  of  the 
Orders  in  Council.    I  have,  &c. 

Albert  Gallatin. 

Jfo,  V.'-^Copy  qf  a  Letter  from  the  Hon. 
Dwid  ErMkine  to  Albert  GaUatm,  egq. 
dated  WaMhmgton,  1 5th  Augutt,  1 809.  . 

I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  yoor  Letter  of  the  1 3th  instant, 
lo  which  you  have  been  pleased  to  say, 
that  eltbougb  vou  '^  do  not  believe  that,  in 


the  conversations  we  have  bad  respectinj; 
the  practicability  of  an  adjuatmeat  of  di/* 
ferences  between  the  United    States  and 
Great  Britain,  we  ever  have  misunderslrKid 
one  another;  yet  as  from  Mr.  Cannings 
Instructions  lately   published  by  my  Go- 
vernment, it  would  seem  that  some  opi* 
nions  are  ascribed  to  several  members  of 
this  administration,  which  they  did  not 
entertain,  it  appears  necessary  to  ascertain 
whether,  on  any  point,  a  misapprehension 
can  have   taken   place/' — In  ans^wer  to 
your  enquiries,  I  have  great  satisfaction  ta 
assuring  you,  that  there  appears  to  have 
been  no  misunderstanding  respecting  the 
substance  or  meaning  of  the  conTerBattoni 
which  passed  between  us«  as  stated  in  Mr. 
Canning's  Instructions  alluded  to.^Afier 
the  most  careful  perusal  of  your  statement 
of  the  purport  of  our  conversations,  I  can- 
not discover  any  material  difference  frooi 
the    representation   which  'I   have    oiade 
upon  that  subject  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 
(Mr.  Robert  Smith)  in  my  Letter  to  him 
of  the  14th  instant,  to  which  I  will  there* 
fore  beg  leave  to  refer  you,  m  I   have 
therein  detailed  the  substance  of  the  con- 
versation, according  to  my  recollection  of 
it ;  which  is  in  every  respect  esieatially 
the  same  as  that  which  you  seeot  to  have 
entertained.-— During    the     conversation 
which  we  held  respecting  the  practica* 
bility  of  an  amicable  adjustment  of  the 
differences    between    the  two    countries, 
when  the  relinquishment  by  the   United 
States  during  the  present  war  of  what  is 
called  the  colonial  trade  was  suggested  by 
vou,  I  conceived  ^at  you  meant  (as  yoa 
nave  stated)  '<  the  trade  carried  directly 
from  belligerent  colonies  to  the  bellige- 
rents in  Europe,  where  that  trade  was  not 
permanently  in  peace,  as  in  war,  permitted 
by  the  laws  of  the  country  to  which  those 
colonies  belonged." — I  never    supposed 
that  you  intended  to  convey  an  opinion 
that  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
would  make  any  arrangement  respecting 
the  colonial  traide  as  a  condition  of  the 
revocation  of  the  Orders  in  Coancil,  the 
two  subjects  being  altogether  unconnected ; 
nor  have  I  ever  represented  to  his  Majes- 
ty's Government  that  such  prelimintrj 
pledges  would  be  given.    I  am,  &c. 

D.  M«  BasKiNa 
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Beport  from  tu£  Select  Committee  pn  Marine  Insurance. 


The  Sklbct  Committse  appointed  to  con- 
sider of  an  Act  made  in  -  the  6th 
year  of  King  George  the  First,  inti- 
taled,  "  An  Act  for  better  securing 
certain  powers  and  privileges  in- 
tended to  be  granted  by  His  Ma- 
jesty by  two  charters  for  Assurance 
of  Ships  and  Merchandizes  at  Sea, 
and  for  lending  money  upon  Bot- 
tomry, and  for  restraining  several  ex- 
travagant and  unwarrantable  prac- 
tices therein  mentioned;'^ — and  of 
the  state  and  means  of  effecting  Ma- 
tine  Insurance  in  Great  Britain;— 
and  to  report  the  same,  with  their 
Observations  and  Opinion  thereupon, 
from  time  to  time,  to  the  House : — 
And  to  whom  the  several  Petitions 
which  have  been  presented  to  this 
House  in  this  Session  of  Parliament 
upon  the  subject  of  Marine  Insu- 
rance, were  referred ; -—And  who 
were  empowered  to  report  the  Mi- 
nutes of  the  Evidence  Uken  before 
them  ;-«—*  Have*  pursuant  to  the 
O^er  of  the  House,  considered 
these  -several  matters;  and  have 
agreed  upon  the  following  RspoaT. 

In  a  country  where  commerce  in  all  its 
various  bcimcnes  has  been  carried  to  such 
unexampled  extent,  where  we  have  so 
much  of  the  produce  of  our  soil  and  of 
cor  industry  to  exchange  for  that  of  the 
rest  of '  the  world,  and  from  •  our  insular 
aituation  ao  much  to  exchange'among  our- 
selves by  the  navigation  of  the  seas,  and 
where  the  most    perfect  and  improved 
mode  of  this  circulation  is  so  much  con- 
nected not  only  with  the  comforts  of  indi- 
Tlduals,  but  through  the  revenue  with  the 
safety  of  the  state,  no  subject  can  be  of 
more  real  and  extensive  importance  than 
that  which    has  been  referred'  to  your 
Commi^ee.     Duly  impressed  with  thir 
opinion,  they  have  collected  such  evi- 
dence as  they  thought  best  calculated  to 
inform  tbevi  of  the  present  state  of  Ma- 
rme  Insurance  in  the  country,,  and  to 
guide  their  judgmenu  as  to  any  measures 
which  it  might  be  expedient  to  recommend 
to  the  House.    The  Minutes  of  this  evi- 
dence 4kccompany  this  Report;  and  your 
Committee  in  submitting  to  the  House 
the  opinions  which  af^r  the  most  diligent 
isfestigatioii  (hey  have  formed^  and  the 


Resolutions  to  which  these  opinions  have 
led  them,  proceed  to  consider  the  subject 
in  the  following  natural  order : 

I.  The  nature  of  the  exclusive  privi- 
lege conferred  upon  the  Royal  Exchange 
Asisurance  and  the  London  Assurance 
Companies,  and  the  manner  and  extent  of 
its  exercise  by  those  Companies. 

II.  Its  effects  upon  Marine  Insurance, 
and  the  state  of  and  means  of  effecting 
Marine  Insurance  in  this  country. 

III.  The  importance  of  a  better  system 
to  the  commerce  and  revenues  of  ihb  em- 
pire, and  to  all  parties  concerned. 

L  The  nature  of  the  exclusive  privi«* 
lege,  and  the  manner  and  extent  of 
its  exercise. 

The  act  of  the  6th  Geo.  1.  c.  18,  pro- 
vides for  the  incorporation  of  the  Royal 
Exchange  and  Ix>ndon  Assurance  Com- 
panies, for  the  purpose  of  effecting  Ma- 
rine Insurances,  to  the  total  exclusion  of 
all! other  corjporations  or  bodies  pblitic, 
and  all  societies  and  partnerships  whatso- 
ever, who  are  "  restrained  from  granting, 
signing,  or  underwriting  any  policy  or 
policies  of  insurance,  or  making  any  con- 
tract for  insurance  of  or  upon  any  ship  or 
ships^  goods  or  merchandizes,  at  sea  or 
going  to  sea.'' — Sec.  12. 
'  The  legislature  however  even  of  those 
times,  when  political  economy  was  im« 
perfectly  understood,  apparently  distrust- 
ing the  policy  of  the  extraordinary  pri- 
vileges thus  granted,  .provides  for  their 
determtqation  at  any  period  within  the 
31  years  next  ensuing,  on  giving  three 
years  previous  notice  and  repayment  of 
the  monies  which  each  of  the  Companies 
advanced  to  government ;  and  after  the 
expiration  of  &e  said  31  years,  a  power  is 
reserved  to  repeal  those  rights  without 
any  previous  notice  or  any  repayment, 
if  they  should  be  judged  hurtful  pr  incon* 
venient  to  the  public  ;  but  with  this  de» 
claration,  **  that  the  same  corporations^  or 
any  corporation  or  corporations  with  the 
like  powers,  privileges,  benefits  and  ad- 
vantages, shall  not  be  grantable  again  to 
any  persons  or  corporations  whatsoever, 
but  shall  remain  suppressed  for  ever,  as 
having  been  found  incotivenient  and  pre- 
judicial to  the  public/' 

The  ^um  which  each  Compny  engaged 
to  pay  ^•A*  ern^neiit,  was  5(K),000/.   but   ' 
they  f\  :re   ««y"rauy  ettused    the  pay* 
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lauea,  if  sucb  had  been,  u'it  is  not,  ap- 


nay  think  consistent  with  the  extent  of 
iheir  capitals,  and  their  other  engage- 
ments and  avocations.  It  is  not  even  pre- 
tended that  ihey  will  losei  any  share  of 
their  business  by  any  competition  which 
the  repeal  of  their  exclusive  privileges  can 
create. 

The  individual  underwriters  will  have 
the  relief  and  faciliW  in  their  business 
which  partner^ips  Bffi>rd  ;  cne  man  may 
suffice  for  what  four  or  five  are  now  em- 
ployed at,  and  tbey  will  .no  longer  be 
obliged  t«  let  their  busjifess  stand  still 
when  they  may  be  uccaiJonally  absent. 
Both  the  companies  and  the  underwriters 
will  derive  their  proportion  of  that  gene~ 
nl  increase  of  insurances  expected  from 
an  improvement  of  the  system. 

The  brokers  will  also  partake  of  this 
increase;  for  there  can  be  no  reason  to 
suppose  that  this,  any  mora  than  any 
other  business,  can  be  transacted  without 
■uch  intermediate  ageocy.  Their  trouble 
will  be  very  much  diniinished,  by  dealing 
with  partnerships  which  are  always  at 
hand,  instead  of  a  great  number  of  indi- 
viduals frequently  scattered  about  the 
country. 

The  concern  of  the  merchant!  gene- 
rally in  this  change,  and  consequently  of 
the  great  commercial  interests  of  the  state 
in  all  its  various  ramificAtions,  is  still  more 
manifest,  and  would  be  of  a  descriptif.- 
to  outweigl>  any  partial  injury  to  other 


prehended  by  your  Committee. 

The  voice  of  the  great  and  respectable 
body  of  general  merchaiits  appears  so 
unanimous  on  this  occasion,  and  the  na- 
ture of  their  present  complaints  have  been 
so  extensively  enlarged  upon  in  the  course 
of  this  Reporti  that  your  Committee  will 
conclude  with  submitting  to  Uie  House 
the  Resolutions  they .  have  come  to  atier 
the  most  attentive  enquiry  into  thb  im- 
portant subject ;  vis. 

"  Kesolved,  1,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of 
this  Committee,  That  property  requiring 
to  be  insured  against  sea  and  enemies  risk, 
should  have  all  the  security  which  can  be 
found  for  il,  whetber.that  security  exists 
in  chartered  companies,  in  other  compa- 
nies, or  through  individuals.  2.  That  it  i* 
the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  That  the 
exclusive  privilege  fur  marine  insurance 
of  the  two  chartered  companies  should  be 
repealed,  saving  their  charters  and  iheir 
powers  and  privileges  in  all  other  respects ; 
and  that  leave  should  be  given  to  bring  to 
a  bill  for  this  purpose.  3.  That  it  is  the 
opinion  of  this  Committee,  That  with  re- 
spect to  the  two  Petitions  which  have  been 
referred  to  them,  it  should  be  left  to  the 
discretion  of  the  Petitioners  to  bring  their 
respective  casea  under  the  consideration 
of  the  House,  by  bills  for  carrying  into 
.  effect  the  prayers  of  tfaeir  Petitions,  if 
they  shall  think  proper  so  to  do." 


Report  prom  the  Select  Committee  on  the  Affairs  of  the  East 
India  Company. — Ordered,  by  the  House  of  Commons,  to  be  printed, 
nth  May  1810. 


-  f  be  Select  Comhittbx  appointed  to  en- 
quire into  the  present  Slate  of  the 
Aflaira  of  the  East  India  Company, 
l^nd  to  report  the  same,  as  it  shall  ap- 

S:ar  to  them,  to  the  House,  with  their 
bservations  thereupon  ;  and  also  to 
report  their  Proceedings  from  time 
to  time  to  the  House  ;  and  to  whom 
the  Petition  of  the  United  .Company 
of  Merchants  of  England  trading  to 
tiie  East  Indies,  was  referred  ;— Have, 
pursuant  to  the  Orders  uf  the  House, 
examined  the  Matters  to  them  re- 
ferred ;  and  h^ve  agreed  upon  the 
following  RsPOBT : 

Your  Committee  having  been  directed 
to  ^eoiine  into  the  matter  of  a  .Peti^n 
from  the  East  India  Company,  which  was 
preaomod  to  the  Hodm  on  tke  iSlfa  day 


of  April,  have  accordingly  required 
such  evidence  to  be  produced  to  your 
Committee,  as  might  -enable  them  to 
decide  on  the  allegations  coalained  in 
that  Petition.' — The  several  accounts, 
which  are  hereunto  annexed,  have  ac> 
cordinaly  been  laid  before  them,  and  froa 
those  documents,  as  well  as  from  the  exa- 
mination of  the  Accountant  General  and 
the  Auditor  of  the  Company,  as  to  theii 
correctness,  there  seems  to  be  no  reascu- 
able  ground  for  doubting  the  accuracy  of 
the  statement  contained  in  ttie  Petition, 
as  to  the  large  amount  of  bills  drawn.oa 
the  Court  of  Directors  on  account  of  the 
Company's  debt  in  India,  and  the  heavy 
losses  which  the  Company  have  sustained 
in  their  shipping  during  the  last  two  years. 
The  sum  of  711,456/.  which  appeara  by 
the  account  of  those  liuiea  to  oare  bven 
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'  Ttottk  the  retara  made  to  yoar  Coo&* 
mittee  of  the  gross  bmouiit  of  traloe  in- 
OartA  on  sea  rincs  by  the  two  Compsnies, 
fur  the  tait  five  years,  it  appears  that  the 
Average  for  those  years  amounts,  for  the 
Royal  Exchange  Assurance  Conifiany  to 
3,720,000/.  awi  for  the  London,  to 
t>452,000r. 

*  The  amount  insared  hy  the  London 
Company  woUld  be  hardly  more  than  a 
single  mercantile  house  might  require, 
and  both  added  together  would  not  ex- 
ceed what  two  of  the  most  considerable 
inditidual  underwriters  would  write  in 
One  year. 

That  the  extent  of  the  Insurances  done 
by  the  Companies  does  not  amount  to 
four  parts  in  100  of  the  total  Ii!lsurances 
'^fiected  in  Great  Britain,  is  apparent  Irom 
an  account  which  has  been  laid  ^before 
your  Committee  of  the  gross  amount  of 
the  Stamp  Duties  paid  upon  policies  of 
Marine  Insurance  tor  the  last  nine  years. 
In  the  year  \$O0  the  gross  amount  of 
those  duties  wa8l1S«4<42/.  18«.  of  which 
4,076/.  7s.  6kf.  was  paid  by  the  Royal  Ex- 
change Assurance  Company,  l,271><.  75. 6d, 
by  the  London  Assui  ance  Company,  and 
9;2I  6/.  55.  Ud.  by  Scotland .  In  the  last  year 
the  gross  amount  of  these  stamp  duties  for 
the  Metropolis  and  for  ^cotl  tnd^  was 
348,5#2/.  Is.  \0{d.  of  which  8,20J^.  I*.  Srf. 
t^as  paid  by  the  Royal  Exchange  As- 
surance Company,  4,729/.  15*.  by  the 
London  Asjiurance  Company,  and 
17,1361.  8».  9d.  by  Scotland. 

h  is  evident  that  the  commerce  of  the 
country  has  very  much  outgrown  the  ca- 
pital, and  the  whole  Jtystem  upon  which 
these  Companies  were  originally  founded. 
But  to  clear  up  this  part  of  the  subject,  it 
may  be  prooer  to  submit  some  estimate  of 
Ihe  insured  and  insurable  property  at  the 
preitent  time,  compared  with  the  period 
of  the  establishment  of  the  chartered 
Companies. 

From  an  account  laid  before  your 
Committee,  it  appears  that  the  total  ton- 
nage of  British  registered  vessels  in  the 
year  1778  (being  the  earliest  period  at 
which  the  same  can  be  made  up)  was 
1,S6S,488/.  but  the  tonnage  of  such  ves- 
sels in  the  last  year  amounted  to 
2,368,408. 

The  exports  and  imports  in  the  year 
1719  amounted  only  to  12,202,215/.  but 
in  the  last  year  they  amounted  to 
40,708,823/.  of  ofRcial  value,  exclusive  of 
the  imports  from  ihi  East  Indies  and 
Chimu 


The  extent  of  the  trade  &tid  coihmerde 
of  the  empire  at  the  present  peripd,  will 
further  appear  from  tne  number  of  ships 
and  vessels  cleared  outwards  and  inward* 
for  the  last  three  years.  The  number  in 
the  last  year  was  no  fewef  than  S7,(Ky7. 

The  total  ainount  of  the  sums  insured 
by  the  Royal  £xcl>ange  Assurance  Com- 
pany in  the  last  year  amounted  to 
3,905,755/.  and  the  total  Insurances  ef* 
fected  by  the  London  Assurance  Com- 
pany in  the  last  year  amounted  tn 
2,250,000/. 

But  the  total  sum  insured  in  Great 
Britain  in  the  last  year  amounted  to 
162,538,905/.  as  will  appear  from  the  fol- 
lowing statement. 

The  Amotmt  of  the  5s,  Stamp  Doty 

in  the  City  of  London  in  the  year 

1809  was*3H,T87/.;  consequently 

(here  was  insured  to  the  ambunt  of  £,  liM,7 14,800 
The  Amoaot  of  the  2s.  6rf.  Doty  waa 

19,577  ^i  consequently  there  was 

insured  to  the  amount  of. 15,763,60d 

The  5s.  and  Si.  6d.  Duties  are  not 

distingaitbed  for  Scotland,  buttha 

total  amooDt  bciog  17,136/.  if  the 

same  pioportioD    be  taken  that 

the  ^.  6tf.  Duty  bean  to  the  5«. 

Duty  in  England,  that  is  about  7/L 

per  cent,  this  will  (cive  of  5s.  Duty 

for  Scotland  15,844/.;  consequeiA^ 

ly  there  was  insured  to  the  amount 

of 6,S60,600 

And  this  will  leave  of  2s.  6d.  Duty 

the  amonotiif  1,941/.;  upon  which 

there  wnst  have  been  insured ^3,900 

No  Return  has  been  made  of  the 

Stamp  Duties  on  Marine  Poli'-iet 

in  the  parts  of  England  4  xdusive 

of  the  Metropolis,  the  Distributors 

not  baring  distinguished  th<*m  la 

tbetr  Returns  to  the  Head  Offire  ; 

but  sapposiog  them  to  be  double 

those  of  Scotland,  this  will  give  ui- 

snced  by  the  5#.  Duty 12.721.200 

And  by  the  2s.  6d i  o^^SBOQ 

Totol  sum  insured «£^.l^  .5      ^VU 

Large  as  this  sum  is,  it  amounts  to  litile 
more  than  one-hatf  of  the  sum  that  might 
have  been  insured  in  Great  Britain  in  the 
last  year^  as  will  appear  from  tlie  follow- 
ing estimate : 
The  amount  of  the  Importt  for  the 

last  ycsu-  was  £,30A0^,5t^ 

The  Export*  r       50 '^O'  "3 

Official  faloe  ....        SO^Iu^r^S 

(fiicTcuive  of  the  Imports  from  the  East  loclies  and 

China.) 
DilCereoce  between  real  and  official 
▼aloe,  say,  ^.50  per  cent.    40.354,421 

i;t.l2l.06d,844 

TBonage  of  British  Vessels  for  the 
year  1809^  8^368,468  toat,  at 
.£^.10  per  too  ^ ^ ^...r.       23,6U,680 


cUxziti] 


PARL.  PAPERS.— JfelWiyWwi  ifa  Sekci  Cammituc 


14,590,460 


7,0M,570 
3,511,285 


Tonnage    of   Foreign    Vessels,  at 

X.^0  per  ton,  1,459,046  tons  ... 

Freight,  at  ^.10  per  too  

Diffisrence  between  the  tonnage  of 

lirttisli  Vessels  '  clew«d  inwards 

and  outwards  (3,070,'725)  for  the 

year    1809,    and    the    tonnage 

(2,368,468)  of  registered  British 
-  Vessels  for  the  year  1809,  being 

702,257  tons,  at  J6.  10.  per  ton 

Freight,  at  «£  5.  per  ton 

Value  of  Goods  carried  coastwise^ 

say  one- half  of  the  Exports  and 

•  Imports 60,531,622 

Value  of  Foreign  Adventures  upon 

British  Capital,  Irish  Insurances, 

American  and  other  Foreign  In- 
surances e6Feeted  in  Great  Bri- 
'  tain 50,000,000 

Total  that  might  have  been  in- 
sured, exclusive  of  Imports 
from  the  East  Indies  and  China  ^.320,927,121 


Freight,  at  £S  per  ton 11,342,340  i  limits  thcy  pKescrtbe  lo  C^OMhtt  may  be 

I  itery  wise  and  proper. .  • 
29,180,920  I      j^^^  ^3pi^i  of  the  Royal   ExcJiaoge 

company  appears  to  hate  been  ma^fa  io* 
creased  by  their  success,  and  is  slated  aom 
to  be  worth  about  two  milliona.      >^faas 
changes  have  taken-  place  in  that  of  tba 
London  Assurance  Company  doea  ncyt  ap* 
pear,  your  Committee  having  made  no  en^ 
quiryinto  that  fact.    So  rouch^  howrever, 
is  evident,  that  in  the  present  times,  nvhen 
the  value  of  insurable  property  of  every 
description  is  so  much  increased^  ttie  ca- 
pitals which  in  the  year   1719  were  by 
parliament  thought  sufiicient  to  afibrd  the 
public  a  proper  security  for  sea  risks  oaly, 
in  the  then  contracted  state  of  trade,  must 
be  very  inadequate  to  answer  the  addition 
since  made  t)f  fire  and  life  risks,  besides 
the  immensely  increased  value  of  the  pro- 
perty subject  to  these  three  distinct  species 
of  insurance. 

Hiough,  therefore,  the  cautious  conduct 
of  these  companies  may  be  .proper,  and 
consistent  with  their  interest  and   with 
their  duties,  yet  the  intention  of  the  legis- 
lature in  granting  them  an  exclusiTe  right 
of  effecting,  as  companies.  Marine   In- 
surances, are  evidently  defeated.   They  do 
not  and  they  cannot  afford  any  adequate 
accommodation  to  the  merchants.     And 
though  these  transactions,  as  far  as  they 
go,  are  qf  service  (and  it  is  not  intended 
by  your  Committee  to  recommend  any 
thing'  to  prevent  their  continuance)  3ret 
their  right  to  exclude  all  other  societies 
and  corporations  from  doing  vrhat.they 
can  with  their  monopoly  so  inadequately 
perform   themselves,  appears  to  be  de* 
cidedly,  according  to  th^  words  of  the 
act  of  incorporation,  "  inconvenient  and 
prejudicial  to  the  public,''   and  as  such 
may    and    should    be    repealed.       The 
framers  of  the  act  in  question  seem  to 
have  thought   that  Insurances   are  best 
done  by  companies:    whatever  may  be 
the  opinion  of  the  House  on  this  point  at 
present,  there  can  be  little  doubt  of  the 
absurdity  of  suffering   a   monopoly    to 
ejtist,  more  efiectual  in  its  hindrance  than 
its  performance,  where  such  a  monopoly 
can,  as  in  the  present  instance,  be  repealed 
without  any  violation  of  public  faith. 

II.  The  effect  of  the  exclusive  privilege 
upon  Marine  Insurance,  and  the  state 
of  and  means  of  eliecting  SAarioe  In* 
surances  in  this  Country. 

The  most  obvious  effect  has  been  to 
drive  the  business  of  Marine  Insurance  into 


If  the  above  statement  be  correct  (and 
it  is  conceived  not  to  be  over  stated)  the 
total  sum  that  might  have  been  insured 
in  Great  Britain  in  the  last  year,  was 
S20/J27,I2I/.  But  the  sum  actually 
insured  was  only  I S2,5 38,900/.;  Leav- 
ing a  sum  uninsured  to  the  amount  of 
156,388,221/. 

Whether  the  proportion  is  taken  from 
the  stanTp  duties  or  the  amount  of  the 
aums  insured,  it  will  be  found  that  the  two 
chartered  companies  insured  less  than 
four  parts  out  of  one  hundred  of  the  whole 
insurances  eliecced  in  Great  Britain. 

It  thus  appears,  that  the  marine  in- 
surance business  of  these  companies  is  of 
ail  extent  disproportioned  to  the  demands 
of  the  country,  and  wholly  inadequate  to 
the  unbounded  expectations  of  the  legis- 
lature. 

Several  of  the  merchants  called  before 
your  Committee  concur  in  stating,  that 
though  they  would  much  prefer  making 
their  insurances  with  the  companies,  and 
would  pay  a  higher  premium  to  them  than 
the  risk  is  supposed  to  be  worth  by  the 
underwriters  at  Lloyd's  Coffee-house,  yet 
that  owing  to  the  cautious  system  oi  the 
companies  they  are  seldom  able  to  deal 
with  theta. 

It  appears  probable  that  the  companies, 
by  relaxing  in  some  degree  the  rigour  of 
their  terms,  might  comoaand  much  addi- 
tional busincM.  Indeed  when  it  is  con- 
sidered that  the  capital  at  first  raised  by 
these  companies  did  not  exceed  600,000/. 
and  that  they  carry  their  tire  and  life 
insurances  to  a  much  more  considerable 
extent  than  their  marine  insurances,  the 
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a  situatioii  directly  the  revene^of  that  in- 
tended by  the  act  of  parliament ;  that  is, 
it  haa  been  obliged  to  resort  almost  en- 
tirely  to  individoal   security,  from   the 
oonaeqoences  of  which  it  was  the  object 
of  the  act  to  relieve  merchants  and  traders. 
Its  effect  in  the  city  of  London  has  been 
to  compel  individoals  to  assemble  toge- 
ther, in  order  to  underwrite  separately, 
mrhile  it  has  prevented  them  from  asso- 
ciating to  make  insurances  jointly.  Hence 
the  estoblishment  of  Lloyd's  CoBee- house, 
>vhere  every  person  meaning  to  under- 
"^vrite  must  attend  during  the  time  neces- 
sary for  that  purpose.    But  the  first  mer- 
chants in  the  city  of  London  do  not  and, 
cannot  attend  Lloyd's  Coffee-house.  This 
exclusive  privilege,  therefore,  operates  as 
a  monopoly  not  merely  to  the  companies, 
bat  to  Lloyd's  Coflree^house. 

It  will  appear  from  the  evidence,  that 
the  merchants  pretty  generally  complain 
of  the  mode  of  transacting  business  at  the 
Cofiee-house,  which, .  ou  the  other  hand, 
is  as  generally  defended  by  the  under- 
writers and  brokers.  Without  pretending 
positively  to  decide  between  such  contra- 
dictory opinions,  your  Committee,  in 
forming  theirs,  think  it  most  prudent  to 
confine  themselves  to  obvious  deductions 
from  general  principles,  and  firom  such 
facts  as  appear  well  established. 

From  individuals  being  prevented  from 
associating  as  in  other  trades,  much  in- 
convenience most  infallibly  result  both  to 
the  inaorer  and  insured,  and  the  security 
of  the  latter  must  be  lessened.    The  ne- 
cessity of  applying  to  so  many  single  per- 
sons, either  for  siffning  a  policy  or  for 
settling  a  loss,  and  the  having  in  case  of 
death  no  surviving  partner  to  settle  with, 
are,  with  many  other  circumstances  which 
it  is  unnecessary  to  detail,  such  obvious 
.disadvantages,    that  there  can  be  little* 
doubt. that  partnerships  and  associations 
will  be  formed,  if  the  law  should  permit 
it ;  and  at  all  events,  merchants  and  un- 
derwriters, being  left  to  manage  their  con- . 
cerns  unfettered  by  .any  restrictions,  will 
soon  fall  into  that  system  best  suited  to 
their  general  convenience.. 
.    That  there  is  great  difficulty  and  trou- 
ble in  effecting  insurances^  may  be  safely 
inferred  from   the  singularly  nigh  cpm- 
pensation  retained  by  the  brokers.     It 
appears  that  they  retain  for  their  agency 
about  25  per  c^nt.  of  the  total  balances  of 
premiums  paid  by  them  to  the  under- 
writers, so  that  one-fourth  part  of  the  total 
profits  on  underwriting  is  received  by  the 
4)rukers. 


ilfbraM  tuuraitf.  [elnzti 

A  practice  appears  to  prevail  at  the 
Coffee-house,  which  is  the  subject  of  very 
general  complaint  among. the  merchants. 
During  the  months  of  August,  SejitemberA 
October,  November  and  December,  a  great 
number  of  the  undenvriters  withdraw  from 
Lloyd's  Coffee-house.  The  merchants 
ascribe  this  to  a  dislike  to  winter  risks* 
But  whether  it  be  from  this  cause,  or,  as 
the  underwriters  alledge,  for  the  purpose 
of  relaxation,  the  consequences  are  still 
the  same.  At  this  se^ison  of  the  year, 
when  the  peril  is  greatest,  and  when 
there  are  the  largest  sums  to  be  insured, 
the  means  of  efiectius  that  insurance  at 
the  Coffee-house  are  lessened.  The  Ja- 
maica July  fleet,  the  latest  West  India 
fleet ;  the  Baltic,  the  Mediterranean,  and 
Newfoundland  convoys,  the  homeward 
bound  East-Indiamen,  not  to  mention  the 
numerous  fleets  and  vessels  takins  their 
departure  from  Great  Britain  or  Ireland, 
are  mostly  then  at  sea,  and,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  part  of  the  West  India  July 
and  August  fleets,  are  to  insure  in  these 
months.  Some  opinion  of  the  cense- 
ouences  arising  from  underwriters  vrith- 
drawiug  from^the  Coffee-house  in  the  au- 
tumn and  winter  months,  may  be  formed 
from  the  following  account  of  the  sums 
insured  by  an  underwriter  who  attended 
there  every  month  last  year : 

•uflM  Innretf.      ntaleas. 

1809.  Jmontrsr.. 115,600  1,853 

February    25,100  1,934 

March    23,000  1,'751 

April  26,250  2,860 

May  >t 27,900  2,831 

June  21,200  2,207 

July   24,tK)0  2,554 

Amount  ff>r  the  fintieveo  ■  ■ 

months  ^.173,050  15,990 

August  52,000  5,685 

September 74,600  -8,823 

October 45,500  7,401 

Kovember  ............  30,000  4,113 

December 28,200  4,389 

Amount  in  the  last  fire  —  ^-i... 

months «...  ^.930,300  30,411 

The  amount  iof  the  sums  insured  by  the 
underwriter  in  the  last  5  months  in  the 
year,  therefore,  .exceeded  the  .amount  of 
the  sums  insured  by  him  in  the  first  7 
months  by  the  sum  of  57,250^ 

Not  only  is  the  diiRculty  of  insuring 
increased  by  this  practice,  Dut>  owing  la 
the  diminished  competition,  such  insur- 
ances as  are  done  are  at  a  more  extra- 
vagant premium.  If  the  cause  assigned 
by  underwriters  for  their  absence  at  this 
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period  be  the  true  one,  ft  ^otild  be  reihe-^ 
died  by  associations  in  partnerships,  as 
the  partners  may  attend  alternately  with- 
ofut  the  firm  being  at  any  time  absent 
firom  the  Coffee -house* 

The  out-ports  of  ihe  kingdom  are  ex- 
posed to  very  great  hardships  by  the  iii- 
stirante  law  as  it  now  stands.  The  mer- 
chants of  Liverpool,  Bristol,  Hull,  &c. 
cannot  legally  associate  together.  They 
can  have  no  joint  security  for  their  in- 
surances. They  are  denied  the  right, 
becaese  it  is  exclusively  granted  to  two 
companies  in  the  metropolis,  from  which 
they  can  derive  little  or  no  benefit.  This 
is  manifestly  unjust,  and  has  been  found 
to  be  so  inconvenient,  that  the  rights  of 
the  companies  have  been  disregarded) 
and  it  appears,  that  notwithstanding  the 
prohibition  and  the  penalties  by  which  it 
€8  protected,  that  there  are  upwards  of 
twenty  known  a<<«ociation8  in  different 
parts  of  England  for  the  purposes  of  ma- 
rine insurances. 

I'wo  of  these  exist  In  London,  the  one 
cftlled  the  Friendly  Assurance,  the  other 
the  London  Union  Society.  The  former 
is  an  association  of  proprietors  of  83  re- 
gular, transports,  and  it  has  produced  to 
them  a  great  saving  in  the  amount  of  their 
insurance.  Last  year  it  appears,  that,  of 
their  averages  and  losses  the  amount  Which 
each  member  of  the  association  will  have 
to  pay  IS  only  l|/.  per  cent. ;  whereas  if 
they  bad  gone  into  Lloyd's  Coffee-house 
to  get  the  same  risks  covered,  they  would 
have  been  obliged  to  pay  a  premium  of 
from  9  to  1 1  per  cent. 

The  other  of  these  societies  established 
in  London  is  an  association  of  owners  of 
vessels  tr.uling  to  the  port  of  London. 
The  number  of  persons  associated  is  about 
80,  and  the  number  of  vessels  which  they 
insured  last  year  wlS'a'bout  90,  at  tbe  ex- 
pence  of  5/.  lOi.  per  cent;  wliereaa  if  the 
same  insurances  had  been  made  in  Lloyd's 
Coffee-houi?.\  they  would  have  cost,  if 
transports  y/.,  if  colliers,  from  ISL  to  20/. 
per  cent. 

'  The  capital  of  stmiiar  associations  esta- 
l)1ished  in  other  parts  of  England,  is  esti- 
mated at  a  million,  by  a  person  welt  ac- 
quainted with  them. 

A  further  effect  of  this  exclusive  privi- 
lege therefore  has  been  to  drive  ship- 
liners  into  a  coui-«e  which  is  illegal,  but 
ivhich  ought  not  to  be  suffered  to  remain  sb. 

Your  Committee  refrain  from  entering 
yapon  various  other  details,  by  which  the 
defect*  of  the  present  mode  of  transacting 
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conceiving  that-they  are  stlfficieitti^  mani 
fest.  And  they  therefore  proceed  to  tb^ 
last  point  reserved  fi>r  consideration. 

HL  The  importance  of  a  better  syste^q 
to  the  Commerce  and  Revenue  of  the 
Empire,  and  to  the  parties  concerned^ 

That  mode  of  effecting  marine  insor- 
ances  mtist  be  the  best,  which  ^ives  tbr 
best  security  at  the  cheapest  rate. 

And  that  which  gives  the  best  security 
at  the  cheapest  t'atb,  'is  the  enabling*  mer- 
chants to  insure  each  other. 

If  such  a  system  shdil  be  festeiblialied,  it 
is  probable  that  tite  prtce  paid  Ibr   ioAir- 
ance  wifl  not  much  exceed  the  a^^egaie 
value  of  the  losses  sustained  on  each  class 
of  risks  insured.    The  advatitege  to  tbe 
merchant  from  a  cheap  rate  of   good  in- 
surance is  so  great,  that  no  profit  be  coakl 
make  from  a  participation  of  ^preinfotn  in 
any  association  he  might  enter   into  for 
this  purpose  could  overbalance  it,  and  his 
interest  would  therefore  leafd  him  to  keep 
the  premium  of  insurance  always  aj  loir 
as  possible. 

The  premium  be  pays  is  in  trath  either 
a  diminution  of  his  profit,  or  a  clog  upon 
his  trade. 

Dr.  Adam  Smith,  thc^gb  anf!*i6iidry  to 
joint  stock  companies  in  ^eneiai,  makes 
four  exceptiens ;  viz.  **  The  only  trades 
**  which  it  seems  possible  for  a  joint  stock 
''  company  to  carry  on  Without  an  ezclo- 
"  sive  privilege',  are  those  o»f  which  all 
'*  the  oj^erations  are  capahle  6f  bein^  re- 
"  duced  to  What  is  call^  a  ro\atitte,  or  to 
''  such  a  nniformity  of  m'ethod  as  admits 
"of  Uttfe  or  no  variation  ;  of  this  kind  is, 
**  first,  the  banking  trade ;  secondly,  the 
"  trade  of  insurance  from  fire  and  fi'om 
''  sea  ri^  and  capture  in  tim6  Of  war; 
"  thirdly,  the  trade  of,  making  and  main- 
"  taining  a  nav^able  cut  or  canal ;  and, 
"  fourthly,  the  similar  trade  of  bringing 
*'  water  for  the  supply  of  a  j^rcat  city.' 
He  appears,  however,  to  have  been  urfder 
a  mistake  in  one   refif>ect,  for  he  adds, 
"  that  neither  the  London  Assurance  nor 
the  Koyal  Exchange  Assurance  Com- 
panies have  any  such  (exclative)  priri- 
"  lege.'' 

The  superiority  of  companies  for  tfce 
purposes  of  ntorine  insurance,  for  fictlifv, 
security  and  cheapness,  appearsTrom  xkt 
concurting  testimonies  of  all  the  mer- 
chants who  have  been  examined,  and  may 
be  inferred  from  the  fact,  that  wherever 
thertf  ia  no  reftriaion   (Ifial  i«)  ererj 
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vrli«r«  bat  in  Great  Britain,  insurances  are 
invariably  done  by  cocnpanies. 

In  Hamburgh  there  wpre  thirty- six 
marine «  inmiraiice  companies ;  two  at 
Stockholm,  one  at  Gottenburgb,  and  five 
at  Copenhagen.  In  every  part  of  Ame- 
rica, the  insorances  are  done  by  incorpo- 
rate companies.  In  the  state  of  Massa- 
chusets  atone  there  are  nineteen  compa- 
nies ;  at  Boston,  there  are  seven  ;  at  >iew 
York,  six;  at  Philadelphia,  eight;  at 
Baltimore,  five ;  at  Norfolk,  one ;  at 
Charlestown,  two  ;  at  New  Orleans,  one  ; 
and  in  oar  own  settlements  there  are,  at 
^Newfoundland  one  marine  insurance  com- 
pany ;  at  Haltfaxi  one  ;  in  Jamaica,  one  ; 
in  Barbadoes,  two ;  and  in  the  East  Indies, 
thirteen. 

In  Ireland  there  are  three  marine  insur- 
ance companies;  and  one  of  these,  viz. 
the  Belfast  Insurance  Company,  has  an 
agent  who  underwrites  for  them  in  Lloyd's 
Coflfee- house. 

The  advantages  of  joint  over  separate 
insurances  are  further  shewn  by  the  estabr 
lishment  of  so  many  societies  in  difTerent 
parts  of  England)  in  violation  of  the  rights 
of  the  existing  companies. 

But  it  is  not  the  intention  of  your  Com- 
mittee to  recommend  the  enforcement  of 
any  particular  -system  by  law ;  but,  on 
the  CQDtraryj  to  release  tnis  branch  of  bu- 
amess  from  the  restraints  novr  existing, 
and  to  leave  it  to  shape  itself  as  it  then 
infallibly  would  do,  in  conformity  with 
the  true  interest  of  the  public. 

Should  the  House  still  be  of  opiiuoo 
that  chartered  companies  with  exclusive 
priirile^es  aflbrd  the  best  means  of  insur- 
ance. It 'Would  undoubtedly  become  the 
duty  of  your  Committee  to  recommend 
that  one  or  more  such  establishments  be 
formed  under  the  regulation  of  Parlia- 
ment, for  the  purpose  of  securing  to  the 
merchants,  those  advantages  which  the 
existing  institutions  are  incapable  of  afford- 
ing. But  they  hope  that  the  House  will 
concur  witli  them  m  thinking,  that  though 
companies  and  associations  tor  marine  in- 
surances may  be  useful  or  desirable,  yet 
that  it  would  be  inexpedient  and  unwise 
to  protect  any  of  thent  by  priyileges  or 
exemptions  from  which  others  should  be 
eXcloded* 

It  is  certainly  of  the  utmost  importance 
that  there  should  be  the  means  of  effecting 
marine  insurances  with  economy  and  se- 
curity. The  merchant,  by  being  per- 
mitted by  hb  correspondent  abroad  to  in- 
sure at  home^  not  only  derives  a  profit 


I 


therefrom,  but  adds  much  to  the  security 
of  his  trade.  And  if  the  complaints  which 
it  is  said  foreign  merchants  make  to  Lon- 
don'insurances  be  well  tuunded,  there  can 
be  little  doubt  that  where  the  restraints  of 
law  shall  be  removed,  this  country  will, 
in  this  as  in  most  other  operations  of 
trade,  manifest  its  accustomed  superiority. 

By  an  uneconomical  insurance  (and 
what  stronger  proof  can  exist  that  it^is 
uneconomical,  than  %vhere  the  brokerage 
even  amounts*  to  one-fourth  of  the  under- 
writer's profits)  the  prices  of  all  imported 
articles  consumed^  are  enhanced,  llie 
same  is  the  case  with  the  raw  materials 
for  our  manufactures,  and  in  the  exporta- 
tion of  manufactured  articles.  We  shall, 
on  a  return  of  peace,  want  every  advan« 
tage  that  wisdoni  can  devise,  to  meet  th^' 
competition  arising  from  low  wages  on  the 
continent. 

The  great  consumption  by  government 
of  stores  from  the  Baltic  and  other  parts 
of  the  world ;  the  number  of  hired  trans- 
ports in  its  service  ;  the  shipments  it  must 
make*to  various  quarters ;  the  contracts  it 
is  necessarily  engaged  in  ;  all  concur  to 
give  the  public  a  direct  interest  in  thif 
question. 

The  revenue  of  the  country  receive^ 
also  an  important  contribution,  which  has 
been  increasing,  and  may  be  further  in- 
creased, by  an  improved  syntem  of  marine 
insurance.  In  the  last  year  the  Stamp 
Duty  on  policies  amounted  to  3425^92/. 
lf^lO|d.  exclusive  of  the  duties  paid  at 
the  out-ports  in  England,  wjiich  are  not 
distinguished  in  the  returns  from  other 
Stamp  Duties  remitted  from  the  country. 
From  an  estimate  in  a  preceding  part  of 
this  Report,  it  appears  that  a  sum  of  noi 
less  than  1 58  milfions  is  either  left  annu- 
ally uninsured,  or  insured  by  means 
which  evade  or  escape  the  duty.  Much 
of  this,  and  certainly  much  additional  fo- 
reign property,  might  be  expected  to  be 
insured  under  a  better  system,  by  which 
this  source  of  Revenue  might  be  further 
increased.  While  these  important  eousi- 
derations  induce  your  Committee  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  Hooie  tn  the  defects 
in  the  present  system  of  m^irine  insui>ince« 
they  have  great  satisfaction  in  stating  as 
their  beliet>  that  an  adopnon'of  the  sub- 
stance of  the  Resolutions  which  they  sub- 
mit to  the  Hou  e,  will  be  productivi*  of 
general  benefit  to  all  parties  concerned. 

The  existing  com|.anie.s  can  have  np 
difficulty  at  any  tim%  in  cxtenditig;  their 
marine  insurances  to  any  amount'  they 
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may  think  conaiatent  with  the  extent  of  i  classes^  if  sacb  had  been»  aa'it  is  not. 


their  capitals,  and  their  other  engage- 
ments and  avocations.  It  is  not  even  pre- 
tended that  they  will  lose^  any  share  of 
their  business  by  any  competition  which 
the  repeal  of  their  exclusive  privileges  can 
create. 

The  individual  underwriters  will  have 
the  relief  and  faciiitv  in  their  business 
which  partnerships  afrord ;  one  man  may 
suffice  tor  what  four  or  five  are  now  em- 
ployed at,  and  they  will  .no  longer  be 
obliged  to  let  their  busjiTess  stand  still 
when  they  may  be  occasionally  absent. 
Both  the  companies  and  the  underwriters 
will  derive  their  proportion  of  that  gene- 
ral increase  of  insurances  expected  from 
mn  improvement  of  the  system. 

The  brokers  will  also  partake  of  this 
increase ;  for  there  can  be  no  reason  to 
suppose  that  this,  any  more  than  any 
other  business,  can  be  transacted  without 
such  intermediate  agency.  Their  trouble 
will  be  very  much  diminished,  by  dealing 
with  partnerships  which  are  always  at 
hand,  insteiad  or  a  great  number  of  indi- 
viduals frequently  scattered  about  the 
country. 

The  concern  of  the  merchants  gene- 
rally in  this  change,  and  consequently  of 
the  great  commercial  interests  of  the  state 
in  all  its  various  ramifications,  is  still  more 
manifest,  and  would  be  of  a  description 
to  outweigti  any  partial  injury  to  other 


prehended  by  your  Committee. 

The  voice  of  the  gr^at  and  respectable 
body  of  general  merchants  appeaurs  so 
unanimous  on  this  occasion,  and  th«  na- 
ture of  their  present  complaints  have  beeo 
so  extensively  enlarged  upon  in  the  c^oorse 
of  this  Report;  that  your  CooMnittee  wili 
conclude  with  submitting  to  the  Hoos^ 
the  Resolutions  they .  have  come  to  alter 
the  most  attentive  enquiry  into  this  im- 
portant subject ;  viz. 

*'  Resolved,  1.  That  it  is  the  opijaioD  of 
this  Committee,  That  property  reqninng 
to  be  insured  against  sea  and  enemies  risk, 
should  have  all  the  security  which  can  be 
found  for  it,  whether  .that  security  exists 
in  chartered  companies,  in  other  compa- 
nies, or  through  individiuals.     2.  That  it  is 
the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  That  the 
exclusive  privilege  for  marine   insurance 
of  the  two  chartered  companies  shoald  be 
repealed,  saving  their  charters  and   their 
powers  and  privileges  in  all  other  respects ; 
and  that  leave  should  be  given  to  bring  in 
a  bill  for  this  purpose.    3.  That  it  is  the 
opinion  of  this  Committee,  That  with  re- 
spect to  the  two  Petitions  which  have  been 
referred  to  them,  it  should  be  left  to  the 
discretion  of  the  Petitioners  to  bring  their 
respective  cases  under  the  consideration 
of  the  House,  by  bills  for  carrying  into 
effect  the  prayers  of  their  Petitions,  if 
they  shall  think  proper  so  to  do." 


Report  from  the  Select  Committee  on  the  Affairs  op  the  East 
India  Company. — Ordered,  by  the  House  of  Commons,  to  be  printed, 
llthMaylSiO. 


The  Select  Committee  appointed  to  en- 
quire into  th^  present  Slate  of  the 
Affairs  of  the  £^t  India  Company, 
Bpd  to  report  the  same,  as  it  shall  ap- 
pear  to  them,  to  the  House,  with  their 
Observations  thereupon ;  and  also  to 
report  their.  Proceedings  from  time 
to  time  to  the  House  ;  and  to  whom 
Uie  Petition  of  the  United  .Company 
of  Merchants  of  England  trading  to 
the  East  Indies,  was  referred  ;•— Have, 
pursuant  to  the  Orders  of  the  House, 
examined  the  Matters  to  them  re- 
ferred; and  h^ve  agreed  upon  the 
following  Rbfost  : 

Your  Committee  haTing  been  directed 
to  gamine  into  th^  matter  of  a  .Petition 
from  the  East  India  Company,  which  was 
prtsantad  to  the  House  on  the  13th  day 


of    April,    have    accordingly    required 
such  evidence  to  he  produced  to  yoor 
Committee,    as   might  « enable   them  to 
decide  on  the  allegations  containsd  in 
that  Petition.  ^^  The  several    accoants, 
which  are  hereunto  annexed,  have  ac- 
cordinely  been  laid  before  them,  and  fron 
those  documents,  as  well  as  from  the  exai- 
mination  of  the  Accountant  General  and 
the  Auditor  of  the  Company,  as  to  theii 
correctness,  there  seems  to  be  no  leasoo- 
able  ground  for  doubting  the  accuracy  of 
the  statement  contained  in  the  Petition, 
as  to  the  large  amount  of'  bills  drawn.on 
the  Court  of  Directors  on  account  of  t^ 
Company's  debt  in  India*  and  the  heavy 
losses  which  the  Company  have  snstainecl 
in  their  shipping  during  the  last  two  yean. 
The  sum  of  711,456/.  which  appean  by 
the  account  of  those  loiies  to  have  been 
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the  vahie  of  the  bomeward-boand  c^vfom, 
is  explained  to  be  the  prime  coat  ol  the 
^oodf,  whicb  of  coarse,  might  have  been 
expected  to  realise  to  the  Company  a  sam 
considerably  larger*  after  deoQCting  the 
freight  and  other  charges. 

The  estimate  of  receipts  and  payments 
of  the  East  India  Company  to  the  Ist 
March  1811,  and  the  account  of  their  pro- 
perty in  England  and    a<i)oat    outward, 

•  iirhich  sbewa  a  balance  in  their  favour  of 
4,642, 145i.,  are  two  of  the  accounts  annu- 
ally laid  before  Parliament,  and  which 
have  accordingly  been  presented  to  the 
Hoose,  and  referred  to  yoor  Committee. 

It  having  been  stated  in  a  former  Re* 
port,  that  a  reasonable  expectation  might 
be  entertained  of  a  consiaerable  dtminu* 
tion  in  the  annual  amount  of  bills  on  the 
Court  of  Directora  from  China,  in  cohse* 
quence  of  arrangements  which  had  been 
adopted  for  that  purpose,  your  Committee 
have  reason  to  beliere  that  those  hopes 
bare  been  realised,  and  that  the  Com* 
pany's  Treasury  in  England  it  not  likely 
to  be  exposed  again  to  the  contingency  of 
each  heavy  demands  from  China. 

It  appears  also  by  advices  from  India, 
that  considerable  progress  had  been  made, 
particularly  at  Madras,  in  carrying  into 
efiect  an  arrangement  for  eonvertiag  the 

•  optional  Loans  in  India  (or  such  portion 
of  the  debt  as  left  to  the  creditor  the 
option  of  having  it  discharged  either  by 


cash  in  India,  er  by  ^Hls  oa  the  Caart  af 
Directors)  into  Leant,  the  interest  <ff 
which,  but  nol  the  principal,  was  pa3raMe 
if  required  by  such  bills  on  ttngland. 
Your  Committee  have  not  been  able  In 
obtain  an  accnfale  account  of  those  ap« 
tional  Loans ;  but  of  the  total  amount  of 
SO,876,t88i.  of  debt  on  the  SOth  April 
2  B09,  it  is  supposed,  that  not^  less  than 
18,500,000/.  waa  demandable  by  bill  on 
England.  It  appears  however,  that  at  tbe 
two  Presidencies  of  Madras  and  Bombay* 
a  considerable  aom,  amounting  probably 
to  not  lesf  than  4,000,000/.  had  previously 
to  the  Ist  October  1809  been  convened 
into  a  debt  payable  only  in  India;  and 
that  a  further  tarn  of  1,261,267/.  debt  had 
been  wholly  discharoed. 

Yoor  Committee  naviog  considered  It 
incumbent  Upon  theui  to  enquire  into  the 
grounds  of  tbe  allegation  in  the  petitioi^ 
that  it  would  be  highly  disadvantageeas 
to  the  Company  •  at  the  present  pariod  to 
raise  money  by  increaaing  their  capital 
stock,  as  they  are  by  law  aothoriaed  to 
do;— have  examined  the  Chairman  and 
Deputy  Chairman,  and  Charles  Oram, 
esquire,  one  of  the  Directors,  on  that  par- 
ticular point.  They  have  informeo  year 
Committee,  that  the  Coart  of  Directors 
agree  with  them  io  thinking  aooh  a  maa- 
sare  at  this  time,  and  ander  the  present 
circamstances,  would  be  highly  injarioas 
to  the  intereii  of  the  Comiiaoy. 
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Report  from  the  Select  Committee  ok  the  Makheb  or  Fundinci 
Exchequer  Bills. — Ordered,  by  the  JJotUe  of  Ccmntpjis,  to  bepriniedp 
l4ihMay  1810. 

that  charges  of  vndae  preference  and  par- 
tiality in  the  late  Ponding  of  Exeheqaer 
Bills,  had  been  made  against  the  Excba- 
qner  Bill   Office ;    Your  Commit  ee  en- 


The  Sblbct  Committee  who  were  ap- 
pointed to  enqaire  into  the  manner  in 
which  the  Exchequer  Hills  were  re- 
ceived, to  be  funded,  at  the  Exche- 
quer Bill  Office,  ander  the  Act  passed 
in  this  Session,  for  Funding  of  Sx- 
chequer  Bills ;  and  to  report  the 
sane,  as  it  shall  appear  to  them,  to 
the  House; — And  who  were  em- 
powered to  report  the  Mrnntes  of  the 
jEvidence  taken  before  them ; 
JIave,  pursuant  to  the  Order  of  the 
House,  enquired  imo  the  matter  to 
them  referred,  and  have  agreed  to 
the  following  RapoaT : 

Year  Gommittea  praceaded  to  e-xamine 
Zvidenaa  oa  the  points  referred  to  thek 
•ansidaration  f  and  baaing  ascertained 
from  the  testimony  of  saapeiSable  parsons, 

VOU  XfU.— /IpjMSliM. 


quired  what  had  been  the  steps  taken  by 
that  Office  to  announce  the  sum  of  Exche- 
quer Bills  to  l>e  funded  by  the  Act  of  the 
present  Session  of  Parliament,  and  the 
time  and  mode  in  which  the  public  wonld 
be  admitted  to  deliver  in  their  bills  for  the 
porpAse  of  such  Funding. 

Your  Committee  find,  that  according  to 
the  custom  of  the  ofl^pe  in  ftuch  ca<es,  ad- 
vcrti.«ments  were  put  in  the  Gazette,  and 
in  several  daily  papers,  giving  notice  that 
in  cenlbrmiiy  to  the  provisions  of  the 
Statute  of  the  present  Session,  c.  ^$, 
8,00e,000l.  of  Exchequer  Bills,  of  the 
dates  specified,  would  be  rfce>ved  at  the 
opiion  of  the  hoidersii  to  be  fonded  at  the 
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Exchequer  Bill  Office  in  P^leee-yerd, 
from  the  i20lh  to  the  27  th  of  March,  hoth 
inchiBive,  at  ten  of  the  clock  in  the  morn* 
ing.  ^The  bills  to  be  fanded  bearing  two 
dimrent  rates  of  interest,  viz.  S^tL  and 
Sid,  per  diem :  -  it  was  declared  that  no 
bills  bearing  the  interest  of  3^</.  per  diem 
woold  be  received  at  the  office  till  the  32d 
of  March.  By  this  advertisement  it  ap- 
pears that  the  doors  of  the  Eaccheqaer  Bill 
Office  were  not  to  be  open  to  the  public, 
or  any  part  of  the  public,  until  the  hour 
therein  specified,  namely,  ten  of  the  clock 
on  the  morning  of  the  20th  of  March,  and 
every  succeeding  day  to  the  27th ;  and  it 
appears  to  your  Committee,  consequently, 
Ihat  the  admittance  of  any  person  for  the 
transaction  of  that  particular  business  be* 
fore  that  period,  or  the  dispensing  with  the 
attendance  of  any  person  for'  the  purpose 
of  presenting  the  bilb  of  which  he  might 
be  possessed,  or  with  which  he  might  be 
entrusted,  to  the  different  clerks  aira  offi- 
cers employed  to  conduct  that  operation, 
would  upon  proof,  subject  the  clerks  or 
officers  to  whom  such  proceedmff  could  be 
traced  to  the  just  imputation  of  criminal 
prefereiice  and  partiality,  to  the  disadvan- 
taffe  and  injury  of  the  public  at  large. 
Nevertheless,  Your  Committee  have 
found  upon  examination,  that  such  pre- 
ference and  partiality  was  actually  shewn 
to  particular  persons,  not  only  through  the 
means  of  permms  employed  in  the  subor^ 
dinate  departments  of  the  office,  but 
tfarouffh  the  agency  and  co-operation  of 
one  of  the  principals. 

Your  Committee  here  think  it  necessary, 
for  the  elucidation  of  the  narrative  which 
it  is  their  duty  to  submit  to  the  House,  to 
state  that  the  establishment  of  the  Exche- 
quer Bill  Office  is  composed  of  three  pay- 
masters, who  are  the  chief  and  responsime 
persons  in  the  office.  The  present  pay- 
masters are,  sir  John  Peter,  Mr.  Planta, 
and  Dr.  Cudlipp.  Sir  John  Peter  and  Mr. 
Planta  were  the  paymaMers  attending  the 
board  at  the  time  the  Funding  took  place  ; 
and  were  also  the  paymasters  in  attend- 
ance at  the  time  the  Committee  were  pro- 
ceeding in  their  examinations.  Accord- 
ing to  the  rules  of  the  office,  the  attend- 
ance of  two  paymasters  is  necessary  upon 
every  oparaiion  of  the  office,  and  it  ap- 
pears that  the  three  oaymasters  arrange 
their  periods  of  dury  for  their  mutual  con* 
venience  and  accommodation.  Sir  Jo^n 
peter  and  Mr.  Planta  are  resident  in  Lon- 
don; Dr,  Cudlipp  is  a  practitioner  in 
medicine  rcsideal  io  th^  W^of  £i^j[fauid. 


except  at  the  period  when  he  is  in  attend* 
ance  at  this  office. 

The  mode  of  application  and  attendance 
at  the  office  for  those  who  are  d««iroos  of 
funding  their  Exchequer  Bills,  is    in  tbc 
greatest  degree  inconvenient  anil    objec- 
tionable.   The  Exchequer  Bill   Office  is 
situated  amongst  the  old  buildings  at  the 
south-east   corner  of  New  Palmoe-yard, 
near  to  the  great  north  door  of  Westmin- 
ster-Hall.   The  bankers  clerks^  and  otben 
interested,  appear  to  uke  their  staiioas  at 
the  door  of  the  office  early  in  the  momiog 
of  the  day  on  which  the  bills  are  to  be  re- 
ceived for  funding,  some  so  early  as  seven 
of  the  clock,  and  the  crowd  accuamlating 
from  that  period  till  the  hour  of  ten^  wha 
the  doors  are  thrown  open*  produces  grut 
distress  to  those  concerned  ;  from  former 
experience  it  was  apprehended  the  crowd 
would  be  found  so  great,  that  a  Bovr-^treef 
officer  was  stationed  at  the  door  on  tbc 
morning  of  the  22d  for  the  preservation  of 
order,  and  to  let  the  applicants  in  b  j  secs» 
to  prevent-the  personal  risk  attending  a 

feneral  rush.  Your  Committee  need  not 
well  upon  the  indecorum  of  such  a  mods 
of  application,  upon  its  clumsiness  and 
want  of  due  consiaeration ;  nor  need  they 
state«  that  as  there  is  no  provision  made  to 
restrain  any  person  from  being  the  bearer 
of  bills  to  any  amount,  without  any  one  of 
those  bills  being  his  own  private  property, 
the  strongest  man  in  the  crowd  ihight,  by 
the  mere  exertion  of  his  personal  streogdiv 
deprive  all  but  his  employers  of  any  boie- 
fit  to  be  derired  from  the  Funding. 

Such  is  the  mode  by  which  aomtttaBce 
into  the  Exchequer  Bill  Office  is  obtained 
by  the  public  at  large.    When  the  holder 
of  bijis  has  gained  the  office,  the  regular 
process  he  has  to  go  through  u,  fint  to 
present  his  bills  at  the  counter;   wbere 
several  clerks  are  placed  to  look  over  the 
bills,  and  to  compare  their  amooptwith 
the  lists  attached  to  them.    Here  emncs 
another  scene  of  confusion,  from  tbe  sod- 
den breaking  in  of  a  number  of  penonsall 
eager  to  get  their  bills  on  the  books^  sod 
clamorous  for  the  dispatch  of  bosioesSi 

It  is  the  dut]^  of  the  clerks  of  the  ofice 
stationed  at  this  counter  to  tell  oyer  the 
bills,  and  see  tliat  they  correspoad  with 
the  lists ;  but  it  is  remarkable,  that  then 
cleiks  are  not  instructed,  and  do  not  ia 
point  of  fact  furnioh  the  bill-holden  whh 
any  token  whereby  the  clerk  next  insoe* 
cession  in  tbe  ocder  of  business  csa  see 
whether  the  bills  presented  Co  hiai  kava 
actually  b^en  c^Msptred  and  told.   (|  ii 
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erne  that  neaMraada  prkitad  for  the  par- 
pose,  and  dislrilHiled  by  ibe  oflice,  with 
l>laiiki  lor  tttms  and.  namety  are  presonted, 
filled  ap,  to  be  MMictioned  by  the  initials 
of  that  clerk  wbo  u  called  the  accountant; 
l>ttt  theia  printed  forms  may  be  had  pre* 
Vioas  to  the  day  on  which  the  bills  are 
taken  in :  they  are  generally  so  pbtained, 
and  generally  6lled  up  also,  before  the 
bolder  comes  to  the  oflBce,  to  sare  time 
when  there. 

The  bill-holder  having  received  back 
bis  bills  from  the  clerk  who  may  have 
told,  or  according,  to  the  official  phrase 
^*  valoed  them"  at  the  counter,  ought  next 
to  take  them  to  the  accountant  who  sits  in 
II  small  room  apart.    It  is  the  duty  of  the 
accountant  to  write  in  a  book  the  names  of 
the  persons  who  bring  the  bills  from  the 
outward  office  in  succession,  as  they  hap- 
pen to  appear.    Taking  for  granted  that 
the  bills  have  been  properly  valued,  he 
writes  the  names  of  the  di&rent  parties 
whose  billi  are  tendered  from  their  lists, 
places  the  sum  of  bills  belonging  to  each 
against  the  name ;  and  having  affixed  his 
initials  to  the  printed  Memorandum,  the 
party  should  pass  on  to  an  adjoining  room 
where  the  paymasters  sit,  which  is  called 
The  Board  Boom ;  where  the  names  and 
sums    having  been  written  into  another 
book,  kept  under  the   inspection  of  the 
paymasters,  exactly  similar  to  the  one  kept 
by  the  accountant,  the  bills  themselves  are 
deposited.    The  initials  of  one  of  the  pay- 
masters are  added  to  those  of  the  ac- 
coimtant,  and  the  holder  of  the  bills  hav« 
ing  completed  his  business  departs  with 
the  Memorandum,  which,  it  is  to  be  ob- 
served, forms  the    only  voucher  to  the 
holder  of  Exchequer  Bills  for  the  property 
left  in  the  office.    At  the  late  Funding  a 
temporary  staircase  was  thrown  out  from 
one  of  the  windows  at  the  end  of  a  passage 
in  the  office  up  stairs,  for  the  convenience 
of  departure. 

Such  is  the  mode  inwhich  businessougbt, 
by  the  custom  of  the  office,  to  be  con- 
ducted in  the  operation  of  Funding;  a  mode 
sufficiently  loose  and  inconvenient,  but 
which  certainly  should  be  the  same  for  all. 
In  the  late  funding  it  appears,  that  one  of 
the  paymasters,  sir  John  Peter,  according 
to  an  arrangement  previously  made,  did 
on  the  first  day  of  funding,  before  the 
doors  were  open  to  the  public,  take  into  the 
office  with  him  Mr.  Goldsmid,  Mr.  Suttou, 
and  Mr.  Gillman,  as  appearsfrom  the  evi- 
dence of  Mr.  Goldsmid  and  Mr.  Sutton. 
Tt^e  other  paymaster  in  attendance,  Mr. 
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Plaala,  says  that  he  found  diose  gentle^r 
men  in  the  board  room  upon  his  arrival  at 
the  office ;  that  he  knew  it  to  be  a  great  im^ 
propriety  ;  that  he  expressed  indignation 
at  the  proceeding,  and  ordered  the  doors  to 
be  immediately  thrown  open  to  the  public. 
The  names,  however,  of  the  gentlemen  so 
introduced  stand  among  the  very  first  oa 
the  books  of  that  day.    This  irregularity, 
appears  to  have  been  sufficiently  knowa 
and  noticed  to  have  prevented  arepetitioa 
of  the  same  practice;   but  it  probably 
would  not  have  been  brouffht  under  tha 
observation  of  the  House  of  Commons  of 
itself;  because  the  whole  of  the  8,000/)0Ql.. 
of  Exche^er  Bills  was  not  subscribed  ia> 
bills  bearmg  S^  interest  per  diem;  all 
wbo  wished  to  subscribe  such  bilts  had 
room.    On  the  22d  of  -March,  the  day  oa 
which  the  S|d.  bills  wete  first  admitted^ 
there  remained  of  the  8,000,000i.  a  sum  o£ 
2, 1 88,700/.  unsubscribed.    The  holders  of 
those  bills  were  very  eager  to  fond  them  ; 
a  great  competition  was  excited,  and  a 
great  number  of  persons  assembled ;  them 
was  great  press  and  hasard  to  those  in  tho. 
throne,  and  many  irregularities  were  on^ 
that  day  committed  in  the  office,   and 
much  partiality  was  shewn.    In  the  first 
place,  from  neglect  of  constantly  casting 
up,  an  excess  of  bills  to  the  amount  of 
51 IJOOOL  were  admitted  on  the  booki^  and 
when  bills  to  that  amount  were  returned  to- 
the  bill-holders,  it  appears  that  some  per* 
sons  who  had  been  in  attendance  at  tha 
doors  of  the  office  firom  the  earliest  hour, 
and  who  had  been  admitted  amongst  the 
very  first  after  the  doors  were  opened,  re*> 
ceived  their  bills  back  under  pretence  that 
they  were  not  in  time  to  have  their  names 
put  down  before  the  8,000,p00(.  were. 
complete<l,  whilst  others  who  bad  manifest*, 
ly  arrived  in  the  office  at  a  later  period* 
some  who  had  obtained  admittance  into, 
the  office  by  ways  not  intended  for  that, 
purpose,  and  some  who  had  not  been  in. 
the  office  at  all,  nor  any  one  for  them,  at 
the  proper  period,  had  their  bills  included 
in  the  funding.    The  circumstances  at» 
tending  these  separate  modes  by  which  an 
undue  advantage  was  allowed  to  somat 
perions  to  the  injury  of  the  public  a^ 
large,  will  be  found  in  the  Evidence  con*, 
tained  in  the  Appendix,  which  yoiur  Com** 
mittee  is  sorry  to  observe  has  been  reo* 
dered  much  more  voluminous  than  was  na»» 
cessary  by  the  mode  in  which  soma  of  thf. 
witnesses  have  answered  to  their  examina» 
tions;   but  your  Committee  forbear  t^ 
press  their  opioMMi  on  socb  conduct*  q$  tk« 
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n«tiTe4  df  it.  Tbe  Hmat  wtH  jmlgo 
fcr  itself.  Tb«  Hoose  will  also  perceive 
in  tbd  cvtdenee  of  sir  J«hn  Peter,  tlie  re«- 
eem  why  hit  examination  was  nol  chmh 
tinned  by  the  Committee. 
•  It  appears^  first,  that  a  comnranication 
was  bcid  between  sir  Jobn  Peter^  Mr.  Sot* 
ten,  and  Mr.  Roberts,  partner  to  Mr.  Sot- 
ton,  on  the  2 1  St  of  March,  relative  t<^  tbe 
isnding  which  was  to  take  place  on  the 
fSId,  and  that  the  scheme  of  Mr.  Sutton^ 
going  with  sir  John  Peter,  as  on  the  ilOth, 
baving  been  objected  to  by  the  latter  on 
acoonnt  of  the  ambrage  taken  by  tbe  public 
at  what  had  happened  on  the  preceding 
day,  a  plan  was  concerted,  that  sir  John 
Th^ec  should  be  forntshed  with  ar  list  of 
bills  in  the  charge  of  Roberts  and  Sutton ; 
that  Mr.  Sutton  should  call  upon  sir  John 
Peter  em  the  22d,  aAer  the  besiness  of  the 
day  was  over,  and  that  the  getting  those 
bille  opon  the  books  was  to  be  left  to  tho 
management  of  that  paymaster;  but  Mr. 
SJutton  having  reflected,  tliat  if  by  any  acci- 
dent it  should  happen  that  the  plan  so  laid 
should  feil,  he  could  not  answer  to  his  em- 
jpleyers  the  not  having  used  due  diligence 
aa  obtain  a  preference  for  them>  deter- 
aiined  to  go  personally  into  the  crowds  and 
did  obtain  admittance  into  the  office  by 
the  public  door>  in  the  second  3et  of  those 
who  were  altewed  by  tbe  police  officer  to 
go  fn,  to  the  number  of  about  ten,  as  far 
■a  your  Committee  can  ascertain,  in  each 
Mt.  When  in  the  ofike  Mr.  Sutton  d^d 
MOt,  in  the  regular  routine,  go  to  the  coon- 
eer»  from  the  counter  to  the  accountant, 
and  from  the  accountant  to  the  board-;  but 
Me  went  at  onee  into  the  board  room  and 
delivered  his  bills  into  tbe  hands  of  sir 
John  Peter,  and  then  departed  from  tbe 
oftee  without  any  memorandum  at  all  as  a 
iM^ttcfaer  for  the  security  of  himself  or  his* 
austomers.  The  memorandum  was  de» 
Rvered,  in  the  course  of  the  same  afler- 
noon,  by  sir  John  Peter  io  Mt.  Roberts, 
in- consequence  of  a  note  from  Mr.  Sutton. 
Tbe  bills  of  Messrs;  Roberts  and*  Sutton 
wore  included  in  the  8,000,000/. 

The  clerk  who  hwl  charge  of  theJbrlis 
1lek>Rging  Io  the  house  of  Messrs.  Thomas 
Ctoutta  and  Co.  arrived  in  Palace-yard  long 
after  the  time  at  which  many  persons 
had  been  collected,  but  having  acciden* 
tally  found  the  door  at  the  bottom  of  the 
temporary  staircase  a*jar,  of  the  existence 
of  which  stnircase  He  had  been  informed 
bv  Mr.  Dickie,  another  of  the  principal 
d^rks  in  the  house  of  Meters.  Coutts^  and 
Mdcr  whose  onnageflMBttlte^ffbDierof  the 


Eseh«|iier  bitb  of  list  beoie 
he  got  into  the  office  wttbeat  the  least  4f^ 
ficoky,  and  from  the  pontiofi  of  tbe  stair- 
case, when  he  arrived  at  tbe  top  W  it  be 
faced  the  orowd  tvhieh  bad  jasC  tbien 
tered,  and  was  close  to  the  door  of  tbe 


coontaonts  r6om  ;  he  therefore  omitted  tbe 


valuation  of  his  bills  at^tbe  coontcr*  pro- 
ceeded immediately  into  the  roooa  of  the 
accountant  Mr.  Palethorp,  from  wiiaiii  he 
received  the  initials  of  his  name  ttpon  the 
memorandum  already  prepared, 
on  to  the  board  room,  and  completed 
business.    The  name  of  Messrs.  Tboans 
Coiitts  end  Co.  spears  first  on  the  Kst  of 
that  day  (the  S»d  of  March).     A  permr 
by  the  name  of  Dunn  wandefeJ  ioCo  tbe 
office  by  some  onusuoi  mode,  and  obf  inedL 
as  he  states,  an  accidental  preference. 

Mr.  Abraham  Goldsmid  wee    m    the 
crowd  on  the  outside  of  the  door,  said  ez* 
posed  to  great  danger,  bat  he  sew  two  sets 
of  persons  admitted  into  the  ofiice  before 
he  withdrew  for  security  towards  a  passage 
leading  to  another  part  of  the  office,  vrheir 
he  met  sfr  John  Peter,  to  whom  be   de» 
livered  his-  pocket- boti^t,  containing  Ex- 
chequer btllfr  to  the  amount  of  950,000£. 
and  then  went  away.     Sir  John  I^ter  de* 
livered  the  pocket«>book  unopened  to  Mr. 
Palethorp  the  accountant,  who  wrote  io 
the  bins,  and  then  carried  them  to   ths 
paymasters  in  the  board  room ;  Mr.  Gold* 
smtd  received  his  memorandum  of  receipt 
afterwards.    The  Bills   carried    by   Mr. 
Goldsmid  were  included  in  the  8flO(f,0O0i, 
A  small  sum  in  the  name  of  Buckley,  \7as 
delivered  to  Mr.  Palethorp  by  sir  John 
Peter  personaHy,  and  was  likewise  funded. 
A  number  of  Exchequer  bills  under  ti^ 
names  of  Mapletoft,  Poole,  and  HarrisoD, 
were  sent  by  Mr.  Fisher,  of  the  Auditors 
oflSce,  to  Mr.  Palethorp,  by  the  messenger 
of  the  office,  and  another  parcel  was  de- 
Itveied  into  the  hands  of  the  same  gentle- 
man by  Mr.   Gimmingham,  a  clerk  io 
another  department    of  the   Rccheqoer 
office,  before  the  hour  of  public  admissioB, 
without  any-  person  having  mixed  in  the 
crowd  or  come  in-  by  the  public  door,  and 
all  these  bills  so  described  were  incloded 
in  the  8,000,000/. 

It  appears  to  your  Committee  that  tie 
entries  in  thet  part  of  the  first  pate,  is 
which  any  entries  are  made  in  Mr.  Pale- 
thorp's  book  relating  to  the  S|d.  bilTs,  aid 
the  whole  of  the  next  page,  are  cnides 
.made  by  preference,  as  lar  as  yoorCoa* 
,  roittee  has  been  able  to  trace  them,  ex* 
.cept  ia  the  case  of  Mr.  Oliriera;  and  two 
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otberd  it  the  ibot  of  the  seitond  pag« ;  the 
er««ares  there  found  by  the  ktiife  and 
the  pen  are  explained  in  the  endenee  of 
Mr.  Blane. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  appears  that  per- 
wc/nnwha  had  attended  from  the  earliest 
hour,  and  had  succeeded  in  obtaining  ad* 
mittance  amongst  the  very  first,  and  vrhose 
b}]fs  were  received,  and  memorandtrais  by 
them  taken,  had  their  bills  returned; 
others  had  their  bills  refused.  Of  these 
cases  the  most  remarkable  is  that  of  Mf. 
Condy,  clerk  to  the  house  of  Messrs. 
Brackshaw,  Cape]  and  Co. ;  he  by  hf^  mvn 
testimony,  corroborated  by  that  of  others, 
fras  one  of  the  first  who  entered ;  he  had 
his  bills  regularly  ralued  at  the  counter, 
entered  by  the  accountant,  and  received 
by  the  paymasters;  he  took  away  the 
proper  memorandum  properly  signed, 
and  yet  the  name  of  the  hou^e  for  which 
he  was  employed  stands  rery  low  in  the 
list,  and  bis  bills  were  returned.  They 
were  entered  in  the  name  of  Bi.<h.  Stc, 

Upon  the  whole,  your  Committee  are  of 
opinion.  That  gross  partialitv  has  been 
stiewnin  the  late  funding  of^  Exchequer 
bflls,  and  that  the  details  of  the  particular 


facts,  befbre  emnnerated,  call  for  the  im- 
mediate revision  and  reform  of  the  office. 

Your  Committee  are  not  authorized  to 
point  out  any  mode  by  which  it  mfehf 
appear  to  them  the  misiness  respcctiatf 
funding  Exchequer  btUs  ^could  be  placed 
on  a  better  footing,  but  the  defects  of  the 
office  In  the  department  submitted  to  the 
consideration  of  the  Commhtee  are  lttani« 
fest;  the  system  is  radically  bad;  and 
the  public  are  prored  to  have  received 
material  injury,  to  the  advantage  of  &- 
voured  individuals. 

It  is  positively  asserted  in  the  oral  ett- 
dence  of  some  of  the  persons  exaAined, 
and  by  letters  received  from  others,  in  an- 
swer to  Questions  put  by  the  Chairman  in 
writing,  in  obedience  to  the  orders  of  the 
Committee,  that.no  cormpt  motive  haa 
actuated  the  persons  who  gave  ftuch  pre- 
ference. 

It  is  evident,  that  ia  the  disappointed 
bill-faofder,  the  motrtejrhieh  may  have 
induced  a  person  m  office  fo  give  to  ano- 
ther preference  to  bis  disadvantage,  can 
be  of  no  importance,  although  the  moral 
guift  Of  the  person  s6  acting  may  be  dif^ 
t'erent  in  one  case  from  the  other. 
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UlPOftT  FROU  THE  SELECT  CoMMITTEE  ON  TH£  (llGH  PRICE  OF  GoU)  BVIi^ 

Llon.'^Ordergdj  by  the  House  of  Cemmcns,  to  be  printed,  8  «/swi#  |.8  la 

pidly ,  and  continued  very  high  during  the 
whole  year  18U9;  the  market  price  of 
standard  ^old  in  bars  fluctuating  from  4/. 


TuE  ScLBCB  CotfJsxTTEfi  appointed  to  en- 
.  quire  into  the  cause  of  the  High  Price 
of  Gold  Bullion,  and  to  take  into  con- 
sideration the  state  of  the  Circulating 
Medium,  and  of  the  Exchanges  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  Foreign 
Parta  ;•— and  to  report  the  same,  with 
their  Observations  thereupon^  from 
time  to  time,  to  the  House ; — Have, 
pursuant  to  the  Orders  of  the  Houise, 
examined  the  matters  to  them  re- 
ferred ;  and  have  agreed  to  the  fol- 
lowing Report: 

Your  Committee  proceeded,  in  the  first 
instance,  to  ascertain  what  the  price  of 
Gold  Bullion  had-  been,  as  well  as  the 
rates  of  the  Foreign  Exchanges,  for  some 
time  past;  particularly  during  the  last 
year. 

Your  Committee  have  found  that  the 
price  of  Gold  Bullion,  which,  by  the  re- 
gulations of  his  Majesty's  Mint,  is  3/.  17s. 
XOd\,  per  ounce  of  standard  fineness,  was, 
during  the  years  1806,  1807,  and  1808,  as 
high  Hs  4/«  in  the  market.  Towards  the 
end  of  IH08  it  began  to  advance  very  ra- 


Qi.ioM  121.  per  02.  The  market  price 
at  4/.  I  Of.  is  about  15|  per  cent,  above  the 
Mint  price. 

Your  Committee  have  found,  that  during 
the  three  first  months  of  the  present  year, 
the  price  of  standard  gold  in  bars  remained 
nearly  at  the  same  price  as  during  last 
year;  viz.  from  4/.  10s.  to  4^.  \2s.  per 
OS.  In  the  course  of  (he  months  of  March 
and  April,  the  price  of  standard  gold  ia 
quoted  but  once  in  Wettenhairs  tables ; 
viz.  on  the  ffth  of  April  last,  at  fL  df» 
which  is  rather  more  than  tO  per  cent* 
above  the  Mint  price.  Hie  last  quota^ 
tions  of  the  price  of  gold,  which  have  * 
been  given  in  those  tables,  ate  upon  the 
18th  and  22d  of  May,  when  Portugal 
gold  in  coin  is  quoted  at  4.  1  Is.  per  oz  i 
Portugal  gold  coin  is  about  the  same  line* 
n^ss  as  our  standard.  It  is  stated  in  the 
same  tables,  that  in  the  month  of  March 
last,  the  price  of  new  doubloons  rose  from 
4/.  7f .  to  4/.  9#.  per  osi  Spanish  Gold  ia^ 
from  4|  to  4|*  grains  better  than  standard^ 
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mking  a>o«t  4f,  per  ot.  diflbrence  in 
Tahie.. 
It  appears  by  the  eridencey  that  the 

Erice  of  fbreigQ  gold  coin  it  generally 
igher  than  that  of  bar  gold,  od  account 
of  the  former  finding  a  more  ready  Tent  in 
forei^  markets.  '  The  di£ference  between 
Spanish  and  Portugal  gold  in  coin  and 
gold  in  bars,  has  of  late  been  about  29.  per 
ounce.  Your  Committee  have  also  tostate, 
that  there  is  said  to  be  at  present  a  dif- 
ference of  between  St.  and  4t.  per  ounce 
between  the  price  of  bar  gold  which  may 
be  sworn  off  for  exportauon  as  being  fo- 
reign goldj  and  the. "price  of  such  bar  gold 
as  the  dealer  will  not  renture  to  swear  off; 
while  the  former  was  about  47.  lOt.  in  the 
market,  the  latter  is  said  to  have  been 
about  4^  6t.  On  account  of  these  extrinsic 
differences,  occasioned  either  by  the  ex- 
pence  of  coinage,  or  by  the  obstructions 
of  laif^,  the  price  of  standard  gold  in  bars, 
such  as  may  be  exported,  is  that  which  it 
is  most  material  to  keep  generally  in  view 
through  the  present  inquiry. 

It  appeared  to  your  Committee,  that  it 
might  be  of  use,  in  judging  of  the  cause 
of  this  high  price  of  Gold  Bullion,  to  be 
informed  also  of  the  prices  ot  Silver  durinv 
the  same  period.  The  price  of  standard 
silrer  in  his  Majesty's  Mint  is  5t.  2d.  per 
ounce  ;  at  this  standard  price,  the  value 
of  a  Spanish ,  dollar  it  4f.  M,  or,  which 
comet  to  the  tame  thing»  Spanish  dollars 
are,  at  that  ttandard  price,  worth 4«.  1  lid. 
per  ounce.  It  it  sUted  in  Wettenhali's 
ubiet,  that  throughout  the  year  1809, 
the  price  of  new  dollart  fluctuated  from 
5t.  9d.  to  5s.  7d,  per  ounce,  or  from  10 
to  13  per  cent,  above  the  Mint  price, 
of  standard  tilver.  In  the  course  of  the 
last  mouth,  new  dollart  have  been  quoted 
at  high  as  5«.  Sd,  per  ounce,  or  more  than 
15  per  cent,  above  the  Mint  price. 

Tour  Committee  have  likewise  found, 
that  towards  the  tad  of  the  year  1808, 
the  Exchanges  with  the  Continent  became 
▼ery  unfavourable  to  this  country,  and 
continued  still  more  unfavourable  through 
the  whole  of  I  iiOQ,  and  the'  three  firtt 
inonths  of  the  present  year. 

Hamburgh,  Amsterdam,  and  Parit,  are 
the  priikcipftl  places  with  which  the  £|c« 
changes  are  Atablifthed  at  present.  Du- 
ring the  latt  six  months  of  1809,  and  tne 
three  first  months  of  the  present  year, 
the  Exchanges  on  Ham'burgh  and  Am- 
sterdam #ere  depreteed  at  low  at  from 
10  to  80  per  cent  Delow  par;  and  that  on 
Phtris  ^ill  lower.    The  exchangee  with 


Portugal  have  correspondnd  ^^ih  the 
others ;  but  they  are  complicalet}  by  some 
circumstances  which  shall  be  explained 
separately. 

Your  Committee  find,  that  in  tla«  coarse 
of  the  month  of  March  last,  that  is,  froai 
the  2d  of  March  to  the  3d  of  Aprils  the 
exchanges  with  the  three  placeo    sboTe 
mentioned  received  a  grfdoal  isopcore- 
ment.     The  exchange  with   Hamborgii 
rose  gradually  from  20. 4.  to  3 1 . ;  ibmi  with 
Amsterdam  from  Si.  8.  to 35. 5. ;  tbsl  with 
Paris  from  19.   15.  to  21.  11*.     Since  the. 
3d  April   last  to  the  present  time,   they 
have  remained  nearly  stationary  at    those 
rates,  the  exchange  wiih  Haniburg;b,  as 
stated  in  the  tables  primed  for  the  use  of 
the  merchants,  appearing  as  moch  against 
this  country  as  9/.  per  cent,  belovr    f^ar ; 
that  with  Amsterdam    appearing    to  be 
more  than  7/.  per  cent  below  par^   and 
that  with  P^ris  more  than  141.  percent 
below  par. 

So  extraordinary  a  rise  in  the  market 
price  of  gold   in  this  country,  coopled 
with  so  remarkable  a  deprestion  oi  our 
exchanges  with  the  continent*  very  early, 
in    the  judgment    of    your  Conamtctce, 
pointed  to  something  in  the  state  of  our 
own  domestic  currency  at  the  cause  of 
both  appearances.  But  before  they  adopted 
that  conclusion,  which  seemed  agreeable 
to  all  former  reasonings  and  experience, 
they  thought  it  proper  to  enquire  more 
particularly  into  the  circumstances  con- 
nected with  each  of  those  two  fiictt ;  and 
to  hear,   from    penons   of  commercial 
practice    and  detail,  what  expfamations 
they  had  to  ofier  of  so  unusual  a  slate  of 
things. 

With  this  view,  your  Committee  called 
before  them  several  merchants  of  extea* 
sive  dealings  and  intelligence,  and  desired 
to  have  thetr  opinions,  with  respect  to  the 
cause  of  the  high  price  of  gold  and  the  lew 
rates  of  exchange* 

ft  will  be  found  by  the  Evidencfi  that 
tb^  high  price  of  gold  is  ascribed,  by  most 
of  the  witnesses,  entirely  to  an  alledged 
scarcity  of  that  article,  arising  out  of  sn 
unusual  demand  for  it  upon  the  continent 
of  Europe.  This  unusual  demand  for 
geld  Upon  the  continent  it  described  by 
tome  of  them  at  being  chiefly  for  tbe 
use  of  the  French  armiet,  thoogh  increaaed 
also  by  that  state  of  alarm,  and  failure  of 
confidence^  which  leads  to  the  practice  of 
hoarding. 

Your  Committee  are  of  opinifM^  tba^ 
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in  the  loond  and  natural  ttatv  of  the  Bri- 
^Uli  currency,  the  foundation  of  which  it 
){rtK|,  no  increased  demand  for  gold  from 
other  parts  of  the  world,  however  great, 
<>r  from  whateter  causes  arisinj^,  can  hare 
the  eftct  of  producing  here,  tor  a  const- 
^erable  period  of  time,  a  material  rise  in 
the  maii[et  price  of  gold.  But  before 
they  proceed  to  explain  the  grounds  of 
that  general  opinion,  they  wish  to  state 
vonae  other  reasons  which  alone  would 
bare  led  them  to  doubt  whether  in  point 
t>f  fact,  such  a  demand  for  gold,  as  is  al- 
ledged,  has  operated  in  the  manner  sup* 
posed. 

If  there  were  an  unusual  demand  for 
golii  upon  the  Contini'nt,  such  as  could 
.  influence  its  market  price  in  this  country, 
it  would  of  course  influence  also,  and  in- 
deed in  the  first  instance,  its  price  in  the 
continental  markets ;  and  it  was  to  be  ex- 
pected that  those  who  ascribed  the  high 
priqe  here  to  a  great    demand  abroad, 
wouM  bare  been  prepared  to  state  that 
there  was   a   corresfMndtng  high   price 
abroad.     Your  Committee  did  not  find 
that  they  grounded  their  inference  upon 
«ny  such  information ;  and  so  far  as  your 
Committte  hate  been  enabled  to  ascer- 
tain, it  does  not  appear  that  during  the 
period  when  the  price  of  gold  bullion  was 
rising  here*  as  valued  in  our  paper,  there 
was  any  corresponding  n§ie  in  the  price  of 
gold  bullion  in  the  market  of  the  Conti- 
nent, as  valued   m  their  respective  cur- 
rencies.    Mr.  Wbitmore,  indeed,  the  late 
goremor  of  the  bank,  stated,  that  in  his 
opinion  it  was  the    high    price    abroad 
which  had  carried  our  gold  coin  out  of 
this  country  ;  but  he  did  not  oHer  to  your 
Committee  any  proof  of  this  high  price. 
Mr*  Grefiuihe,  a  continental  m*'rchant, 
who  appeared  to  be  remarkal)ly  well  in- 
formed in  the  details  of  trade,  hieing  asked 
by  the  Committee,  if  he  could  state  whe- 
ther any  change  had  taken  place  in  the 
price  of  gold  in  any  of  the  loreign  mar* 
lets  within  the  last  year  ?  answered,  "  No 
very  material  change  that  t  am  aware  of/' 
Upon  a  subsequent  day,  having  had  time 
to  refer  to  the  actual  prices,  he  again 
ftated  to  the  Committee,  "  I  beg  leave 
to  observe,  that  there  has  been  no  altera- 
tion of  late  in  the  mint  price  of  gold  in 
foreign  places,  nor  hare  the  marlket  prices 
experienced  an  advance  at  all  relative  to 
the  rise  that  has  taken  place  in  England ; 
one  of  the  papers  I  have  delivered  shews 
the  foreign  prices  reduced  into  sterling 
poney  at  the  present  kf^  rated  of  ex- 
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change,  and  the  excess  above  onr  market 
price  may  be  considered  as  about  equal  to 
the  charges  of  conveyance.''  The  pape^ 
he  refers  to  will  be  found  in  the  Ap* 
pendix;  and  this  statement  made  oy 
Mr.  Gr^ffulhe  throws  great  light  upon 
this  part  of  the  subject;  as  it  shews,  that 
the  actual  prices  of  gold  in  the  fbreisp 
markets  are  just  so  much  lower  than  its 
market  price  here,  as  the  difi*erence  of 
exchange  amounts  to.  Mn  Greffiilhe's 
paper  is  confirmed  by  another,  which  has 
been  laid  before  your  Committee.  Mr. 
Abraham  Qoldnroid  has  also  stated  to  your 
Committee,  that  during  that  part  of  last 
year  when  the  market  price  of^  gold  heos 
rose  so  high,  its  price  at  Hamburgh  did 
not  fluctuate  more  than  from  3  to  4  per 
cent. 

Here  your  Committee  must  obserye, 
that  both  at  Hamburgh  and  Amsterdam, 
where  the  measure  of  value  is  not  gold  as 
in  this  country,  but  silver,  an  unusual  de- 
mand for  gold  would  afiect  its  money 
price,  that  is,  iu  price  in  silrer ;  and  that 
as  it  does  not  appear  that  there  has  been 
any  considerable  rise  in  the  price  of  gold, 
as  valued  in  silver^at  those  places  in  the 
last  year^  the  inference  is,  tnat  there  was 
not  any  considerable  increase  in  the  de* 
mand  for  gold.  That  permanent  rise  in 
the  market  price  of  gold  above  its  Mint 
price,  whicli  appears  by. Mr. 'Gr^fulhe'a 
paper  to  have  uken  place  for  several 
years  both  at  Hamburgh  and  Amsterdam, 
may  in  some  degree  be  ascribed,  ais  your 
Committee  conceive,  to  an  alteration 
which  his  taken  place  in  the  relative 
value  of  the  two  precious  metals  all  over 
the  worid ;  concerning  which,  much 
curious  and  satisfactory  evidence  will  be 
found  in  the  Appendix,  particularly  in  the 
documents  laid  before  your  Committee  by 
Mr.  Allen.  From  the  same  cause,  a  fall  m 
the  relative  price  of  silver  appears  to  have 
uken  place  m  this  country  for  some  time 
before  the  increase  of  our  paper  curren^ 
began  to  operate.  Silver  baring  fallen  m 
relative  value  to  gold  throughout  the 
wt)rld,  gold  has  appeared  to  rise  in  price 
in  those  markeu  where  silver  is  the  fix#l 
measure,  and  silver  has  appeared  to  fill  in 
those  where  goM  is  the  fixed  measure. ' 

With  respect  to  the  alledsed  deoi^nd 
for  gold  upon  the  Continent  for  the  sn^ 
ply  of  the  French  armies,  your  Cbni« 
mittee  must  further  observe,  that,  if  the 
wants  of  the  military  chest  have  been  laU 
terly  much  increase,  the  general  supply 
uTfiarppe  with  gold  haeb^en  augiyieiitM 
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by  all  that  quantity  wbicb  this  great  com- 
mercial couQtry  hat  apared  in  conse- 
auence  of  the  substitution  of  another  me- 
ium  of  circulation.  And  yoar  Com- 
mittee cannot  omit  remarking,  that  though 
the  circumstances  which  might  occasion 
fuch  an  increased  demand  may  recently 
have  existed  in  greater  force  than  at 
£l>rmer  periods,  ^^et  in  the  former  wars 
amd  con?uUions  of  the  Continent,  they 
m^Bt  have  existed  in  such  a  degree  as  to 

troduce  some  egVct.  6ir  Francis  Baring 
as  very  justly  referred  to  the  seyep  years 
war  and  to  the  American  war,  and  re- 
marks, that  no  want  of  bullion  waa  then 
fylt,  in  this  ^ouDtry.  And  upon  referring 
^  a  course  of  years  to  the  tables  which 

.Hre  published  for  the  use  of  the  mer- 
chants, such  as  Lloyd's  lists  and  Wetteu- 
ballV  Course  of  li.xchange,  your  Com- 
mittee have  found  that  from  the  middle 
of  the  year  I773«  when  ^be  reformation  of 
the  gold  coin  took  place,  till  about  the 
middle  of  the  year  1799,  two  years  after 
ibe  suspension  of  the  cash  payments  of  the 
Baak»  the  market-price  of  standard  gold 
in  bar«  remained  steadily  imtforna  at  the 
price  of  3/.  17««  64.  [being,  with  the 
3mail  allowance  for  loss  by  detention  at 

.the  Mint,  e<)ual  to  the  Mint  price  of 
3/.  17#.  iOd.4  ]  with  the  exception  of  one 
ynut,  from  May  1783  to  May  178i,wben 

.U  waA  QCcasionaUy  H-  18«-  During  the 
tame  period  it  ia  to  be  noticed,  the  price 
of  Portugal  gold  coia  was  occasionally  as 

.high  as  4/.  2f. ;  and  your  Couimittee  also 
obsenie«  that  it  was  stated  to  the  Lords' 
Committoe  in  1797  by  Mr.  Abraham 
I4ewland>  that  the  Bank  had  been  fre- 

Suently  obliged  to  buy  gold  higher  than 
le  Mint  price,  and  upon  one  particular 

.occasion  gave  aa  much  for  a  small  quan- 

.  tity,  which  their  agent  procured  from  Por- 
tugal, aa  4^  $t.  But  your  Committee 
fim)»  that  the  price  of  stax^ard  gold  in 
bars  was  never  for  any  length  of  time  ma- 
terially above  the  Mint  price,  during  the 
whole  period  of  24  years  which  elapsed 

.  ^m  the  reformation  of  the  goki  coin  to 
UiA  suspension  of  the  cash  pay  menu  of 
ijho  Bank.  The  two  most  remarkable  pe- 
fiodi  prior  to  the  present,  when  the  mar- 
ket price  of  cfold  in  this  country  has  ex-^ 
eeeded  our  Mint  price,  were  in  the  reign 

.  of  king  William,  when  the  silver  coin  was 
tery  mi^ch  worn  below  ita  standard,  and 
in  &e  early  part  of  hia  preaent  Mi^eaty's 
Cfiga,  when  tlie  gold  coin  waa  very  much 
wnru  below  ita  atmnd4rd«  In  both  tboae 
yffiffctak  thu  tsptaaof  tb^  marl«ti  price  of 


goM  ab^yve  its  Mint  pricf  waa  fbood  to  bt 
owing  to  the  bad  atate  of  the  corrcncy  ; 
and  in  both  inatances,  the  reformation  of 
the  currency  effectually  lowrered  the 
market  price  of  gold  to  the  level  of  thi 
Mint  price.  Daring  the  whcde-of  the 
years  17D6  and  1707,  in  which  there  waf 
such  a  scarcity  of^old,  occasioned  by  the 
great  demanda  of  the  country  bankers  ia 
order  to  cncrease  their  depoaita,  liie  mar- 
ket price  of  gold  never  rose  above  the 
Mint  price. 

Your  Committoe  have  still   Ibrtber  ts 
remark  upon  this  point,  that  the  evidrnct 
laid  before  them  has  led  them  to  enter taia 
much  doubt  of  the  alledged  fact,    that  i 
scarcity  of  Gold   Bullion   has  been    re- 
cently experienced  in  this  country^  That 
guineas  have  disappeared  from  the  circu- 
lation, there  can  be  no  question  ;    bnt  that 
does  not  prove  a  scarcity  of  bullion,  anj 
more  than  the   high  price   proves    that 
scarcity.     If  gold  is  rendered  dear  by  aor 
other  cause  than  scarcity,  those,  who  cas- 
not  purchase  it  without  paying  the  hi^ 
price,  will  be  very  apt  to  conclude  t^ 
It  is  scarce.      A  very  extensive    boiae 
dealer  who  was  examined,  and  who  spoke 
very  much  of  the  scarcity  of  goidj  ac- 
knowledged, that  he  found  no  difficulty  in 
getting  any  quantity  he  wanted^  if  he  wii 
willing  to  pay  the  price  fior  it.     Apd  it 
appears  to  your  Committee,  that,  thoogk 
in  the  courae  of  the  last  year  there  have 
been  large  exportations  of  gold  |o  the 
Continent,  there  have  been    Blfa    very 
considerable  importationa  of  it  into  this 
country  from    Sooth    America,    chicfiv 
through  the  West  Indies.     The  changa 
which  have  afiected  Spain  and  Portugal, 
combined  with  our  maritime  and  coca- 
mercial  advantagea,  would  aeem  to  hate 
rendered  this  country  a  channel  throegb 
which  the  produce  of  the  minea  of  New 
Spain  and  the  Braailspass  to  the  rest  of 
the  world*    In  aocb  a  situation,  die  im- 
ports of  bill  lion  and  coin  give  us  tka  op- 
portunity of  first  supplying   oonrWei; 
and  most  render  thia  the  laat  of  the  gveat 
marketa,  in  which  a  acarciiy  of  thai  ar» 
tide  will  be  felt.     This  is  remarkably  il* 
lustrated  by  4he  fact,  that  Porlogal  goM 
coioia  now  sent  regularly  bom  thia  coeo* 
irv  to  the  cotton  aettlementa  in  the  Bra* 
aila,  Pernambaco,  and  Maranhaua,  while 
dollara  are  remitted  in  coaaideraMe  qvaa- 
tiiiea  to  this  country  firom  Bio  JanrinK 

it  i&  important  aiao  to  observe*  that  the 
rise  in  the  market  price  of  aiWer  in  this 
couau-ya  which  hna  aenrly  eorteapooded 
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tm  ihaftof  Ihe  narinii  iwkeof  gold,  cvuiot 
in  may  desrae  be  aicnbcd  to  a  scarcity  of 
•i  lT«r»  Tne  iippofUtions  of  ai Wer  ha?e  of 
late  Ytwn  been  unfisoally  lar^e»  while  the 
usual  drain  for  India  and  China  haa  been 
Mopped. 

For  all  these  reaaensi  your  ComoiiUee 
woiild  Jbe  mcltnea  H>  think,  that  those  who 
ascribe  the  hisb  price  of  gold  to  an  un- 
BiaQei  deonand  jar  that  article^  and  a  c^n- 
•eqqeot  scarcity^  assome  facts  as  certain 
of  which  there  is  no  evidence.  But  even 
^f  these  assamptions  were  proved,  to  as- 
cribe the  high  price  of  gold  in  this  coon* 
try  to  its  scarcity,  ^ems  to  ^^our  Com- 
miltM9  to  involve  a  miscooceptionj  which 
ftbey  think  it  ieaportant  to  explain. 

Jxh  this  coantry,  gold  is  iuelf  the  mea* 
sore  of  all  exchangeable  value>  the  scale 
to  which  all  money  prices  are  referred. 
It  is  so,  not  only  by  the  usage  and  com- 
mercial habits  of  fhe  country,  but  likewise 
by  operation  of  law,  ever  since  the  act  of 
the  14th  of  his  present  fifajesty  [Qnally 
rendered  perpetdal  by  an  act  of  the  39th 
year  of  the  reign]  disallowed  a  legal  tender 
sa  silver  coin  beyond  the  sum  of  25i.  Gold 
being  thus  our  measure  of  prices,  a  com- 
IBodUy  is  said  to  be  diear  or  cheap  according 
M  More  or  less  gold  is  given  in  exchange  for 
a  given  quantity  of  that  cptnmodity  ;  but 
a  given  quantity  of  gold  itself  will  never 
be  czdtanffed  for  a  greater  or  a  less  quan- 
tity of  golo  of  the  same  standard  fineness. 
At  particular  times  it  may  be  convenient, 
in  exchange  for  gold-in  a  particular  coin, 
to  give  more  than  an  equal  quantity  of 
othecgold  ;  but  this  difference  can  never 
exceed  a  certain  small  limit :  a|ul  thus  it 
has  happened  that  ^ne  Bank,  while  liable 
to  pay  its  notes  an  specie,  has  under  par- 
ticnlar  emeigeneies  been  put  te  the  neces- 
sity of  pancaesing  goM  at  a  loss,  in  order 
to- .beep  op  or:to  repair  its  stock.  But 
|;eoeraUy  speakiag,  toe  price  of  gold,  be- 
ing itself  meesofed  and  expresseid  in  gold, 
cannot  be  raised  or  lowerea  b^  an  increas- 
sd  or  diminished  demand  for  it.  An  ounce 
of  gold  will  exchange  for  neither  more 
nor  less  than  an  oui^ce  of  gold  <^  the 
lame  finenets»  cxoept  so  ftr  as  an  ailow- 
aace  is  to  be  made,  if  the  one  ounce 
is  coined  or  otherwise  mannfactured  and 
the  other  is  not,  for  the  expence  of 
Ihatcooiafle  or  msnuftictare.  An  ounce 
of  standard  gold  bullion  will  not  fetch  more 
in  our  market  than  SL  17s.  JOjdL,  onleM 
Si.  17««  10|4.  in  our  actmd  currency  is 
equivaknt  to  less  than  an  ounce  of  gold. 
Aa  inoveaee  or  diminution  in  the  demand 
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ibr  gold,  orwhatcomeii  to  the  same  thing, 
a  diminution  or  increase  in  the  general 
supply  of  gold,  will,  no  doubt,  have  a  ma- 
terial effect  upon  the  money  prices  of  all 
other  articles.  An  increased  demand  for 
gold,  and  a  consequent  scarcity  of  that  ar- 
ticle, will  make  it  more  valuable  in  pro- 
portion to  all  other  articles;  the  samo 
quantity  of  gold  will  purchase  a  greater 
quantity  of  any  other  article  than  it  did 
before  :  in  other  words,  the  real  price  of 
gold,  or  the  qusntity  of  commodities  given 
in  exchange  for  it,  will  rise,  and  the 
money  prices  of  all  commodities  will  fall ; 
the  money  price  of  gold  itself  will  remain 
unaltered,  but  the  prices  of  all  other  com- 
modities will  fall.  That  this  is  not  the 
present  state  of  things  is  abundantly  ma- 
nifest ;  the  prices  of  all  commodities 
have  risen,  and  gold  appears  to  have 
risen  in  its  price  only  in  common  with 
them.  If  this  common  effect  is  to  be 
ascribed  to  one  and  the  same  cause,  that 
cause  can  only  be  found  in  the  state  of 
the  currency  of  this  country. 

Your  Committee  think  it  proper  to  state 
still  more  specifically,  what  appear  to 
Ihem  to  be  the  principles  which  govern 
the  relative  prices  of  gold  in  bullion  and 
gold  in  coin,  as  well  as  of  paper  circulating 
in  its  place  and  exchangeable  for  it  They 
cannot  inintdoce  this  subject  more  pro- 
perly, than  by  adverting  to  those  simple 
principles  apd  regulations,  on  which  a 
coinage  issuing  from  the  King's  mint  is 
founded. 

The  object  is,  to  secure  to  the  people  a 
standard  of  a  de^erminste  value,  by  affix- 
ing a  stsmp,  under  the  royal  authority 
to  pieces  of  gold,  which  are  thus  certified 
to  be  of  a  given  weight  and  fineness. 
Gold  in  bullion  is  the  standard  to  which 
the  leffislature  has  intended  that  the  coin 
should  be  conformed,  and  with  which  it 
should  be  identified  as  much  as  possible:* 
And  if  that  intention  of  the  legislature  were 
completely  fulfilled,  the  coined  gold  would 
bear  precisely  the  same  price  in  exchanse 
for  all  other  commodities,  as  it  would 
have  borne  had  it  continued  in  the  shape 
of  bullion ;  but  it  is  subject  to  some  small 
fluctuations. 

Fimt,  ^ere  is  some  expence  incurred 
in  converting  bullion  into  coin*  'Thsy 
who  send  bnllion  to  be  coined,  and  it  is 
allowed  to  any  one  tasend  it,  though  they 
are  charged  with  no  seiffnora^ge,  mcur  a 
loss  of  interest  by  the  detention  of  their 
gold  in  the  ntint.  This  loss  may  hitherto 
^ave  amounted  to  about  U.  per  cent.«  but 

CO) 


PARL.  VAVESS.-^ReimiJrom  the  Sded  CommiUee  -  (^ccsi  f 


h  h  to  be  presomed  that  the  improvemenlis 
ofthe  system  of  the  new  mint  will  cause  the 
detention  and  consequent  loss  to  be  much 
smaller.  This  1/.  percent,  has  formed  the 
limit,  or  nearly  the  limits  to  the  possible  rise 
of  thevalueof  coinabore  that  pi' bullion ;  for 
to  suppose  that  coin  could,  through  any 
cause,  advance  much  above  this  limit, 
would  be  to  assume  that  there  was  a  high 
profit  on  a  transaction,  in  which  there  is 
no  risk  and  every  one  has  an  opportunity 
of  engaging. 

The  two  following  circumstances  con- 
joined, account  for  the  depression  of  the 
coin  below  the  price  of  bullion,  and  will 
shew  what  must  have  been  the  limit  to 
Its  extent  before  1797,  the  period  of  the 
suspension  of  the  cash  payments  of  the 
Bank  of  England.  First,  The  coin,  after 
it  had  become  current  was  gradually  di- 
minished in  weight  by  use,  and  therefore 
if  mielted  would  produce  a  less  quantity 
of  bullion.  The  average  diminution  of 
•weight  of  the  present  current  gold  coin 
below  that  of  tne  same  coin  when  fresh 
from  the  mint,  appears  by  the  evidence 
to  be  nearly  1/.  per  cent.  This  evil,  in 
more  ancient  times,  was  occasionally  very 
great.  It  was  particularly  felt  in  an  early 
period  of  his  present  Majesty's  reign,  and 
led  to  the  reformation  of  the  gold  coin  in 
1773.  But  it  is  now  carefully  guarded 
against,  not  only  by  the  legal  punishment 
Of  ever}'  wilfufdeterioration  of  the  gold 
torn,  -but  also  by  the  regulation  of  the  sta* 
tute,  that  guiaeas,  of  which  the  full  weight 
when  fresh  firom  the  Mint  is  5  dwts.  9jJ 
grains  shall  not  be  a  legal  tender  if  worn 
below  5  dwts.  8  grs.  ;  the  depreciation 
thus  allowed  being  at  the  utmost  1.  ]  1  per 
cent.  A  still  more  material  cause  of  de- 
pression, is  the  difficulty  under  which  the 
holders  of  coin  have  been  placed  when 
they  wished  to  convert  it  into  bullion : 
The  law  of  tfiis  country  forbids  any  other 
'gold  coin  than  that  which  has  become 
li^ht  to  be  put  into  the  melting  pot,  and, 
with  a  very  questionable  policy,  prohibits 
the  exportation  of  our  gold  coin,  and  of 
VLiiy  gold,  unless  an  oath  is  taken  that  it  has 
not  been  produced  from  the  coin  of  this 
realm.  It  appears  by  the  evidence,  that 
the  difl^rence  between  the  value  of  gold 
bullion  which  may  be  sworn  off*  for  ex- 
portation, and  that  of  the  gold  produced 
or  supposed  to  be  produced  from  our  own 
coin,  which  by  law  is  convertible  only  to 
domestic  purposes,  amounts  at  present  Xo 
between  3t,  and  4<9.  per  ounce. 

The  two  circumstances  which  have  now 


been  mentioned  have  uoffoeitiiNiaMy  < 
stituted,intfaejudgmentoryofUrComnai 
the  whole  cause  of  that  dcpreasioa  of  the 
value  of  the  gold  coin  of  this  ccMtatry   ia 
exchange  for  commodities,  below  the  value 
of  bullion    in  exchange  for  conuaodities^ 
which   has  occasionally,  arisen  or    caaU 
arise  at  those  times  when  the   Baiak    pai4 
in  specie,  and  gold  was  conaeqaently    ob- 
tainable in  the  quantity  that  was  dMired; 
and  the  limit  fixed  by  those  two   circtisi- 
stances  conjoined,  to  this  excess    of  the 
market  price  of  gold  above  the  Mint  price, 
was  therefore  a  limit  of  about  5^  per  ceoc 
The  chief  part  of  this  depression  is  to  be 
ascribed  to  that  ancient,  bat  doobtfnl  policy 
of  this  country,  which,  by  attempting  is 
confine  the  coin  within  the  kingdoni,  bat 
served,  in  the  same  manner  as  permaoem 
restrictions  on  the  export  of  other  articles, 
to  place  it  under  a  disadvantage,  and  ts 
give  to  it  a  less  value  in  the  market  than 
the  same  article  would  have  if  subject  to 
no  such  prohibition. 

The  truth  of  these  observations  on  th< 
causes  and  limits  of  the  ordinary  difle- 
rence  between  the'market  and  Mint  pricf 
of  gold,  may  be  illustrated  by  a  relereoct 
to  the  mode,  explained  in  the  evidence, 
of  securing  a  fixed  standard  of  value-  for  tlie 
great  commercial  payments  of  Hambnrgfau 
The  payments  in  tne  ordinary  transactions 
of  life  are  made  in  a  currency  composed 
of  the  coins  of  the  several  snrroonding 
states ;  but  silver  is  the  standard  there 
reftO)*ted  to  in  the  great  commercial  pay- 
ments, as  gold  is  in  England.    No  aH1e>^ 
rence  analogous  to  that  which  occurs  in 
this    country,    between    the    Mint    and 
market  price  of  gold,  can  ever  arise  at 
Hamburgh  with  regard  to  silver,  becans^ 
provision  is  made  that  none  of  the  three 
causes  above  specified,  [the  expence  of 
coinage,  the  depreciation  by  wear,  or  the 
obstruction  to  exportation]  shall  have  soy 
operation.    The  large  pavmentsof  Haan 
burgh  are  effected  in  Bank  money,  which 
consists  of  actual  silver  of  a  given  ikien«n» 
lodged  in  the  Hambergh  banki>y  the  mer- 
chants of  the  place,  who  thereupon  have  a 
proportionate  credit   in  the  bank  books* 
which  they  transfer  according  to  their  oc- 
casions.    The  silver  being  assayed  sod 
weighed  with  scarcely  any  loss  of  time^ 
the  first-mentioned  cause  of  fluctuation  ia 
^he  relative  value  of  the  current  mediam 
compared  with  bullion  is  avoided.     Cer^ 
tain  masses  of  it  being  then  certified  (with« 
out  any  stamp  being  affixed  on  the  aetsJ) 
to  be  oif  a  given  quanti^  and  fioeMn^  die 
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-^ralue  u  Inoffemd  from  ia4ivid|ial  to  in- 
•dairidiial  by  the  medium  merely  of  the 
bank  books,  and  thwt  the  wearing  of  the 
coin  being  prevented,  one  cause  of  de- 
fireoiation  is  remoTod.  A  free  right  is 
mJso  given  to  withdraw,  melt,  and  export 
it ;  and  thus  the  other  and  principal  source 
of  the  occasional  fail  of  the  value  of  the 
cmrrent  medium  of  payment,  below  that  of 
the  bullion  which  it  n  intended  to  repre- 
sent, is  also  effisctually  precluded. 

Id  this  manner  at  Hamburgh^  silver  is 
Botonly  the  measure  of  all  exchangeable 
▼aloe,  but  it  is  rendered  an  invariable 
measure,  except  in  so  far  as  the  relative 
▼alue  of  silver  itself  varies  with  the  vary- 
ing supply  of  that  precious  metal  from 
the  mines.  In  the  same  manner  the 
usage,  and  at  last  the  law,  which  made 
gold  coin  the  usual  and  at  last  the  only 
legal  tender  in  large  payments  here,  ren- 
dered that* metal  our  measure  of  value: 
and  from  the  period  of  the  reformation  of 
the  gold  coin  down  to  the  suspension  of 
the  Bank  payments  in  specie  in  1797, 
gold  coin  was  not  a  very  variable  measure 
of  value  ;  being  subject  only  to  that  varia- 
tion in  the  relative  value  of  gold  bullion 
which  depends  upon  its  supply  from  the 
mines,  together  with  that  limited  varia- 
tion which,  as  above  described,  might 
take  place  between  the  market  and  the 
.  Mint  price  of  gold  coin. 

The  highest  amount  of  the  depression  of 
the  coin  which  can  take  place  when  the 
Bank  pays  in  gold,  has  just  been  stated 
40  be  about  5^  per  cent,  and  accordingly 
it  will  be  found,  that  in  all  the  perio<u 
preceding  1797,  the  difference  between 
what  is  called  the  Mint  price  and  market 
price  of  gold  never  exceeded  that  limit 

Since  the  suspension  of  cash  payments 
in  1797,  however,  it  is  certain,  that,  even 
if  gold  is  still  oor  measure  of  value  and 
standard  of  prices,  it  has  been  exposed  to 
a  new  cause  of  variation,  from  the  possible 
excess  of  that  paper  which  is  not  converti- 
ble into  gold  at  will;  and  the  limit  of  this 
new  variation  is  as  indefinite  as  the  express 
.to  which  that  paper  may  be  issued.  It 
may  indeed  be  doubted,  whether  sinc^  the 
new  systom  of  Bank  of  £ngland  payments 
has  been  fully  establish^,  gold  has  in 
truth  oontinued  to  be  our  measure  of 
value:  and  whether  we  have  any  other 
standard  prices  than  that  circulating  me- 
dium, issued  primarily  by  the  Bank  of 
England  and  in  a  secondary  manner  by 
the  country  Banks,  the  variations  of 
which  in  relative  ralu*  May  baasiadefi- 
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nil^  as  the  possible  exceu  of  that  circu- 
lating med  ium.  But  whether  our  .present 
measure  of  value,  and  standard  of  priced, 
be  this  paper  currency  thus  variable  in  its 
relative  value,  or  continues  still  to  be  gold, 
but  gold  rendered  more  variable  than  it 
was  before  in  consequence  of  being  inter- 
changeable for  a  paper  currency  which 
is  riot  at  will  convertible  into  gold,  it  is, 
in  either  case,  most  desirable  for  the  pub- 
lic that  our  circulating  medium  should 
again  be  conformed,  as  speedily  as  cir- 
cumstances will  permit,  to  its  real  and 
legal  standard,  gold  bullion. 

If  the  gold  coin  of  the  country  were  at 
any  time  to  become  very  much  worn  and 
lessened  in  weisht,  or  itit  should  suffer  a 
debasement  of  its   standard,  it  is   evident 
that  there  would  be  a  proportionable  Yise 
of  the  market  price  of  gold  bullion  above 
its  Mint  price :  for  the  Mint  price  is  the 
sum  in  coin,  which  is  equivalent  in  intrinsic 
value  to  a  given  quantity,  an  ounce  for 
example,  of  the  metal  in  bullion  ;  and  if 
the  intrinsic  value  of  that  sum  of  coin  be 
lessened,  it  is  equivalent  to  a  less  quantity 
of  bullion  than  before.     The  same  rise  of 
the  market  price  of  gold  above  its  Mint 
price  will  take  place,  if  the  local  currency 
of  this  particular  country,  being  no  longer 
convertible  into  gold,  should  at  any  time 
be  issued  to  excess.    That  excess  cannot 
be  exported  to  other  countries,  and,  not 
being  convertible  into    specie,  it  is  not 
necessarily    returned    upon    those  who 
issued  it  f  it  remains  in  the  channel  of 
circulation,  and  is  gradually  absorbed  by 
increasing  the  prices  of  all  commodities. 
An  increase  in  the  quantity  of  the  local 
currency  of  a  particular  country,  will  raise 
prices  in  that  country  exactly  m  the  same 
manner  as  an  increase  in  the  general  sup^ 
ply  of  precious  metals  raises  prices  aU 
over  the  world.    By  means  of  the  increase 
of  quantity,  the  value  of  a  given  portion 
of  that  circulating  medium,  in  exchange 
for   other  commodities,  is  lowered ;  in 
other    words,  the    money  prices   of  all 
other  commodities  are  raiied   and  that 
of  bullion  with  the  rest.  In  this  manner, 
an  excess  of  the  local  currency  of  a  parti* 
cular  country  will  occasion  a  rise  of  the 
market  price  of  ffold  above  its  Mint  price. 
It  is  no  less  evident,  that  in  the  event  of 
the  prices  of  commodities  being  raised  in 
one  country  by  an  augmentation  of  its 
circulating  medium,  while  no  similar  aug- 
mentation in  the  circulating  medium  oi  a 
neighbouring  country  has  led  to  a  similar 
rise  of  prices,  the  currencies  of  those  two 
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countries  will  no  longer  oomtiiRlto  to  boar 
th^ « same  relatiTe  value  to  each  other  ai 
before.  The  intrinsic  value  of  a  given 
portion  of  the  one  currency  being  lessened 
while  that  of  the  other  remains  unaltered^ 
the  exchange  will  be  computed  between 
those  two  countries  to  the  disadvantage  of 
the  former. 

In  (his  manner,  a  general  rise  of  all 
prices^  a  rise  in  the  market  price  of  gold, 
and  a  fall  of  the  foreign  exchanges,  will . 
be  the  effect  of  an  excessive  quantity  of 
circulating  medium  in  a  country  which 
has  adopted  a  currencyi  not  exj>ortable  to 
other  countries,  or  not  convertible  at  will 
into  a  coin  which  is  exportable. 

II. 

Your  Committee  are  thus  led  to  the 
next  head  of  their  inquiry :  the  present 
state  of  the  exchanges  between  this  coun-« 
try  and  the  continent.  And  here,  as  under 
the  former  head,  your  Committee  will 
first  state  the  opinions  which  they  have 
received  from  practical  men,  respecting 
the  causes  of  the  present  state  of  the  ex- 
change. ' 

Mr.  Grefflilhe,  a  general  merchant, 
trading:  chiefly  to  the  continent,  ascribed 
the  fhll  of  exchange  between  London  and 
Hatnburgh,  near  Id  per  cent,  below  par, 
in  the  year  1B09,  *'  altogether  to  the  com- 
mercial Situation  of  this  country  with  the 
continent ;  to  the  circumstance  of  the 
imports,  and  payments  of  subsidies^  &c. 
having  very  much  exceeded  the  exports.'' 
'He  stated,  however^  that  he  formed  his 
judgment  of  the  balance  of  trade  in  a  great 
nieasure  from  the  state  of  the  exchange 
Itself,  though  it  was  corroborated  by 
what  fell  under  his  observation.  He  in- 
listed  particularly  on  the  large  imports 
from  the  Baltic,  i^d  the  wines  and  bran- 
dies brought  from  France>  in  return  for 
which  no  merchandise  had  been  exported 
from  this  country.  He  observed  on  the 
other  haAd,  that  the  export  of  coionial 
produce  to  the  continent  had  increased  in 
the  last  year  compared  with  former  years ; 
and  that  during  the  last  year  there  was  an 
excess,  to  a  considerable  amount,  <^  the 
exports  of  colonial  produce  and  British 
manufactures  to  Holland  above  the  im- 

Eorts  from  thence,  but  not  nearly  eoua), 
e  thought,  to  the  excess  of  imports  from 
other  parts  of  the  world,  judging  from  the 
state  of  the  exchange  as  well  as  from 
what  fell  generally  under  his  observation. 
He  afterwards  explained,  that  it  was  not 
ctrietly  the  balance  of  tnde,  but  the  ba- 


te 


4aiiGoofpa7metttr>  h»a% 
this  country,  wUnoh  be 
principal  cause  of  the  ralo  4>1 
observing  also^  that  the  balaace  of  pBy< 
aoMints  for  the  year  may  be  a^minaa  Vt 
while  the  general  oxpoils  -oxoeeii  tbe  iaa- 
ports.  He  gave  it  a»  Ins  apinioo,  -tbat  tJbe 
cause  of  the  present  atafte  of  aatdaaBy 
was  entirely  commercial,  witii  the  addi- 
tion of  the  foreign  ezpendititre  of 
ment ;  and  that  an  excets  of  inaparaa 
exports  would  account  for  the  ratun  4 
change  continuing  so  high  as  16  per 
against  this  c^Hmtry,  wt  a 
period  oFtime. 

It  will  be  found  in  the  oride 
several  olber  witnesses  agreo  in 
with  Mr.  GreflnUie,  in  this  explanatioa  sf 
the  unfavooraUe  state  of  the  excbaoge; 
particularty  Mr.  Chamboi^  aad  Mr.  Cosh 
ingham. 

Sir  Francis  Banns  stated  to  the  Com- 
mittee, that  he  considered  tlie  tsro  giast 
circumstances  which  affect  Ibo  exchange 
in  its  present  onfavoaraUo  states  to  be  us 
restrictions  upon  trade  with  the 
and  the  increased  circnlatioa  of  this 


try  in  paper,  as  productive  of  the  snaraty 
of  bnllton.    And  be  instanced*  « 


pies  of  a  contrary  state  of  thuigs»  the 

years  war,  and  the  Amerii 

which  there  were  the  same 

to  make  to  the  continent  for  naval 

military  expenditure,  yu  no  want  of  bol- 

lion  was  ever  felt. 

The  Committee  likewifo  exaniaed  a 
very  eminent  continenial  manehant,  wbsd 
evidence  will  be  found  to  oeataiaa  vafie^ 
of  valuable  inforomtioii.    That  gentloAan 
sutes,  thai  the  .e«efaange  cannot  M\  to 
any  country  in  Europe  at  the  present  tia^, 
if  computed  in  coin  of  a  defiaitife  valoe, 
or   in  something  cdnvenifol^  into  such 
coin,  lower  than  the  extMit  ef  the  charge 
of  trannportittg  it,  together  with  an  ade- 
quate profit  in  proporttan  to  ibift  risk  at* 
tending  such  trananissioB.    He  ceneeifes, 
that  such  fiill  of  our  excbttige  ss  hai 
exceeded  that  extent  in  this  last  15  moiitltt. 
must  certainly  be  reftnred  Co  th»  cimiDi- 
sUnce  of  our  paper  current]^  not  bring 
convertible  into  specie;  and  that  iftiat 
paper  had  been  so  converHbte^  afid|piions 
had  been  in  general  cnk:ulatloa,  an  unh- 
vourable*  balance  of  trade  could  bardl^ 
have  caused  so  great  a  fall  hi  tbe  es« 
change  as  to  the  extent  of  3  or  0  p«r  emt. 
He  explains  his  opinion  opoa  lbs  lobfKt 
more  speoidcaHy  4n  the  IbiioaiBg  annm, 
which  are  emiiclod  fimadiSMhipirts 
of  hit  evidence. ' 
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<'  To  whlut  CfmiM  do  jroa  ascribe  the 
presenl  unbTOoralile  coorte  of  ekchange? 
—The  Bnt  jrreal  depreciatioo  took  place 
when  th^  rrench  got  peateMtOB  of  the 
north  of  GeroiAiijr,  end   passed   severe 
penat  decrees  against  a  commnnicatlon 
Willi  this  oowBtry ;  at  the  same  time  that 
a  aeqoestration  was  laid  npcrn  all  English 
ooods  and  property^  whilst  the  payments 
for  English  acconnt  were  still  to  be  made« 
and  the  reimbiirsemeats  to  he  taken  on  this 
oonntry ;  many  more  bills  were  in  conse- 
qoence  to  be  sold  than  coold  be  taken  by 
persons  reootring  to  make  paymenu  in 
England.    The  commnnicatien  by  letters 
beinff  also  very  diAcult  and  uncertain, 
middle  men  were  not  to  be  found,  as  in 
usoal  limes^  to  puichaie  and  send  such 
bills  to  Etiglted  for  retams;  whilst  no 
^uit  at  law  could   be  instituted   in  the 
courts  of  justice  there  against  any  person 
who  chose  to  resist  payment  of  a  returned 
bill,  or  to  dispute  toe  charges  of  re  •ex- 
change.   Whilst  those  causes  depressed 
the  exchange^  payments  due  to  mgland 
only  came  raond  at  distant  periods ;  the 
•Xicfaange  once  lowered  by  those  circum- 
■tancest  and  bullion   being  withheld   in 
England  to  tnake  up  those  occasional  dif. 
ferences,  the  operations  between  this  coun- 
try and  the  continent  hare  continued  at  a 
low  rate,  as  it  is  only  matter  of  opinion 
what  rate  a  pound  sterling  is  there  to  be 
valued  at,  not  being  able  to  obtain  what 
it  is  meant  to  represent/* 

'<  The  exchange  against  England  fluc- 
tuating from  15  to  20  per  cent,  how  much 
of  that  loss  may  be  ascribed  to  the  effect 
of  tiie  measures  taken  by  the  enemy  in 
the^north  of  Germany,  and  the  interrup- 
tion of  intercourse  which  has  been  the 
jresult,  and  hew  much  to  the  eliect  of 
the  Bank  ef  Englaasd  paper  not  being 
ooavertiMe  into  cash,  to  which  you  have 
ascribed  a  part  of  that  depreciation  } — I 
ascribe  the  whole  of'  the  deprbdatioA  to 
have  taken  place  originally  in  conseqaence 
of  the  measures  of  the  enemy,  and  its  not 
faaTiag  recovered  to  the  circumstance  of 
the  paper  of  England  not  being  excliange- 
able  for  cash.*' 

"  Since  the  conduct  of  the  enemy  which 
y^u  have  described,  what  other  causes 
have  oeniinoed  to  operate  on  the  conti- 
nent to  lower  the  courae  of  exchange  ? — 
VerY  considerable  Aipmenu  from  the 
Bahie,  wfiidi  were  drawn  for  and  the  bi)b 
negoctated  iVMnediately  on  the  shipments 
taking  place,  withodt  consulting  die  inte- 
lest  Si  dm  proprietors  in  this  coufeitQr 


much,  by  deferring  such  a  negociuion 
till  a  demand  should  take  place  lor  such 
bills  c  The  continued  difficulty  and  uo* 
certainty  in  carrying  on  the  correspon* 
dence  between  this  country  and  the  con* 
tinent:  The  curtailed  number  of  houses 
to  be  found  on  the  continent  willing  to 
undertake  such  operations,  either  by  ac- 
cepting bills  for  English  account  Jrawn 
from  the  various  parts  where  shipments 
take  place,  or  by  accepting  bills  drawn 
from  this  country,  either  against  property 
shipped,  or  on  a  speculative  idea  that  the 
exchange  either  ought  or  is  likely  to  rise : 
The  length  of  time  that  is  required  before 
goods  can  be  converted  into  cash,  from 
the  circuitous  routes  they  are  obliged  to 
take :  The  very  large  sums  of  money 
paid  to  foreign  nip  owners,  which  in  tome 
mstanees,  siich  as  on  the  article  of  hemp, 
has  amounted  to  nearly  its  prime  cost  m 
Russia  :  The  want  of  middle  men  who  aa 
formerly  used  to  employ  great  capitala 
in  exchange  operations,  who,  from  the 
increased  difficulties  and  dangers  to  which 
such  operations  are  now  subject,  are  at 
present  rarely  to  be  met  with,  to  make 
combined  exchange  operations,  which 
tend  to  anticipate  probable  ultimate  re^ 
soks." 

The  preceditag  answers,  and  the  rest  of 
this  gentleman's  evidence,  all  inVoWe  this 
principle,  expressed^  mote  or  less  daa- 
tinctly,  that  bullion  is  the  true  regulaior 
both  of  the  value  of  a  local  currency  and 
of  the  rate  of  foreisn  exchanges;'  and 
that  the  free  convertioility  of  paper  cor- 
rency  into  the  preciotM  metals,  and  the 
free  exportation  of  those  metals,  place  a 
limit  to  the  fall  of  exchange,  and  not  only 
check  the  exchanges  from  falling  below 
that  limit,  but  recover  them  by  restoring 
the  balance. 

Your  Committee  need  not  particularly 
point  out  in  what  respects  these  opintona, 
rec^  ired  from  persons  of  practical  detail* 
are  vague  and  unsatisfactory,  and  in  what 
respects  they  are  rontraJictory  af  one 
another ;  considerable  assitfta«ce  however 
may  be  derived^  from  iha  snfornisitian 
which  the  evidence  of  these  persons  al^ 
fords,  in  explaining  the  troe  caoesa  of  tb^ 
present  sute  of  the  eachaiigaa. 

Your  Committee  oeoeeive  that  theee  it 
no  point  of  trade,  considered  politioalhf, 
which  18  better  aettkd,  than  the  eub|eet 
of  foreign  excfaaages»  The  par  #f  es^ 
change  between  two  ooontnes  is  that  amn 
oC  the  currency  of  eitber  of  the  tiaau 
whidi,  hi  pooit^  intriniic  ^Mteb^la 
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cisely  equal  t6  a  given  sum  of  the  cur* 
rency*  of  the  other;  that  'in,  contains  pre- 
cisely an  equal  weight  of  gold  or  Bilver 
of  the  same  fineness.    If  25  livres  of  France 
contained'  precisely  an  equal  quantity  of 
pore  silver  with  20«.  sterling,  25  would  be 
aaid  to  be  the  par  of  exchange  between 
London  and  Paris.     If  one  country  uses 
gold  for  its  principal  measure  of  value, 
and  another  uses  silver,  the  par  between 
those  countries  cannot  be  estimated  for 
any  particular  period,  without  taking  into 
account  the  relative  value  of  gold  and 
silver  at  that  particular  period ;  and  as  the 
relative  value  of  the  two  precious  metals 
is  subject  to  fluctuation,  the  par  of  ex- 
change between  two  such  conntrtes  is  not 
strictly  a  fixed  point,  but  fluctuates  within 
certain  limits.     An  illustcation  of  this  will 
be  found  in  the  evidence,  in  the  calcula- 
tion of  the  par  between  London  and  Ham- 
burghj  which  is  estimated  to  be   34/3f 
Flemish   shillings  for  a  pound   sterling. 
That  rate  of  excoange,  which  is  produced 
at  any  particular  period  by  a  balance  of 
trade  or  payments  between  the  two  coun- 
tries, and  by  a  consequent  disproportion 
between  the  supply  and  the  aemand*of 
bills  drawn  by  the  one  upon  the  other,  is 
a  departure  on  one  side  or  the  other  from 
the  real  and  fixed  par.     But  this  real  par 
will  be  altered  if  any  change  takes  place 
in  the  currency  of  one  of  the  two  coun- 
tries, whether  that  change  consists  in  the 
wear  or  debasement  of  a  metallic  cur- 
rency below  its  standard,  or  in  the  dis- 
credit of  a  forced  paper  currency,  or  in 
the  excess  of  a  paper  currency  not  con- 
vertible into  specie;  a  fall  having  taken 
place  in  the  intrinsic  value  of  a  given  por- 
tion of  one  currency,  that  portion  will  no 
ionger  be  equal  to  the  same  portion,  as 
before,  of  the  other  currency,    but  though 
the  real  par  of  the  currencies  is  thus  al- 
tered, the  dealers,  having  little  or  no  oc- 
casion to  refer  to  the  par,  continue  to 
reckon  their  course  of  exchanges  from  the 
former  denomination  of  the  par*;  and  in 
this  state  of  things  a  distinction  is  neces- 
sary to  be  made  between  the  real   and 
computed  course  of  exchange.    Tht  com- 
pnted  course  of  exchange,  as  expressed  in 
the  tables  nsed  by  the  merchants,  will 
Aen  include,  not  only  the  real  difference 
of  exchange   arising  from  the  state  of 
trade,  but  likewise  the  difference  between 
the  original  par  and  the  new  par.    Those 
two  anms  may  happen  to  be  added  to- 
ipether  tn  the  calculation,  or  they  may 
kappea  to  be  set  agaioit  each  other  i    If 


the  country,  whooe  currency  has  been  d« 
preciated  m  comparisoB  with  the  <Khe( 
has  the  bdance  ot  tmde  alsoaganmit,tik 
computed  rate  of  exchange  will  appear  c 
be  still  more  unfaToareble  than  the  m 
difietence  of  exchange  will  be  fooodii 
be ;  and  so  if  that  same  country  bs  tbi 
balance  of  trade  in  ita  lavoor,  the  cm 
puted  rate  of  exchange  will  appear  lo  bi 
much  less  favourable  than  the  real  difier 
ence  of  exchange  will    be  found  to  be 
Before  the  new  coinage  of    onr  silrer  'n 
King  William's  time*  the  exchange  b^ 
tween  England  and  Holland,  computed  n 
the  usual  manner  according  to  the  standsAl 
of  their  respective  Mints,  wsts  25  perctnt. 
against  England;  but  the  valoe  of  the  car- 
rent  coin  of  England  ^waa  more  than  t)'> 
per  cent,  below  the    atandard  value;  ''• 
that  if  that  of  Holland    was  at  its  fsK 
standard,  the  real  exchange  was  in  fia  a 
favour  of  England.     It  may  happen  in  tk 
same  manner;  that  the  two  parts  d  the 
calculation  may  be   both  opposite  oA 
equal,  the  real  exchange  in  favour  of  tbc 
country  by  trade  being  equal  to  the  no- 
minal exchange  against  it  by  the  9UiU<i( 
its  currency ;  in  that  oase>  the  computed 
exchange  will  he  at  par,  while  the  ml 
exchange  is  in  fact  in  favoar  of  thatcoim- 
try-    Again,  the  currencies  of  both  the 
countries  which  trade  together  may  fuie 
undergone  an  alteration,  and  that  eitbtf 
in  an  equal  degree,  or  unequally;  in  ss^ 
a  case,  the  question  of  the  real  sisie  a 
the  exchange  between  them  becoaief  i 
little  more  complicated,  but  itmU>he^' 
solved  exactly  upon  the  same  principle. 
Without  going  ont  of  the  bounds  of  the 
present  inquiry,  this  may  be  well  H^ 
trated  by  the  present  state  of  the  e»:^tn^ 
of  London  with  Portugal,  as  quoted  m  the 
Ubies  for  the  I  Sth  of  May  last.    The  ex- 
change of  London  on  Lisbon  appetn^* 
be  67| ;  6Hd.  sterling  for  a  milree  is  ^ 
old  established  par  of  exchange  betwces 

the  two  countries;  and  07|  accofdio|U[ 
is  still  said  to  be  the  par.  But  by  tlic 
evidence  of  Mr.  Lyne,  it  s^pean,  thst*  ^ 
Portugal,  all  payments  are  now  bj  »^ 
made  one-half  in  hard  money,  and  ^ 
half  in  ffoveniment  paper ;  ttid  ^^J^ 
paper  is  depreciated  at  a  discoont^*  ^ 
per  cent.  Upon  all  payments  oaoe  v 
Portugal,  therefore,  there  isadiwo«iitf*[ 
loss  of  I  S\  per  cent,  and  the  exehaoge JJ^ 
074,  though  nominaUy  at  par,  it  m.^: 


1 5|  per  cent  agsinst  wis  coantry*  ^^ 
exchange  were  really  at  par,  it  ^^^ 
quoted  at  S<ij%^,  or  apparenUf  ^^i  ^ 
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centj  in  ftfonr  of  London,  as  compared 
w^iih  the  old  par  which  was  fixed  before 
the  depreciation  of  the  Portuguese  me- 
dium of  payments.  Whether  this  ]3j 
per  cent,  which  stands  agsinst  this  coun- 
try by  the  present  exchange  on  Lisbon, 
is  a  real  difference  of  exchange,  occa- 
sioned by  the  course  of  trade  and  bv  the 
remittances  to  Portugal  on  account  of  go- 
vernmeni,  or  a  nominal  and  apparent  ex- 
chsuige  occasioned  by  sometiung  In  the 
slate  of  our  own  currency,  or  is  partly 
real  and  partly  nominalf  may  perhaps  faie 
determined  by  what  your  Committee  ha^ 
yet  to-state. 

It  appears  to  your  Committee  to  have 
been  long  settled  and  understood  as  a 
principle,  that  the  difference  of  exchange 
resulting  from  the  state  of  trade  and  pay- 
ments between  two  countries  is  limited 
by  the  expence  of  conveying  and  inturing 
the  precious  metals  from  one  country  to 
the  other;  at  least,  that  it  cannot  for  any 
considerable  length  of  time  exceed  that 
limit.     The  real  difference  of  exchange, 
resulting  from  the  state  of  trade  and  pay- 
ments, never  can  fall  lower    than    tne 
amount  of  such  expence  of  carriage,  in- 
tluding  the  insurance.     The  truth  of  this 
position  is  so  plain,  and  it  is  so  uniformly 
agreed  to  by  all  the  practical  authorities, 
both  commercial  and  political,  that  your 
Committee  will  assume  it  as  indisputable. 
It  occurred  however  to  your  Committee 
that  the  amount  of  that  charge  and  pre- 
mium of  insurance  might  be  increased 
above  what  it  has  been  in  ordinary  pe- 
riods even  of  war,  by  the  peculiar  circum- 
stances which  at  present  obstruct  the  com- 
mercial intercourse  between  this  country 
and  the  Continent  of  Europe ;  ^and  that  as 
such  an  increase  would  place  so  much 
lower  than  usual  the  limit  to  which  our  ex- 
changes might  fall,  ^n  explanation  might 
thereby  be  fiimished  of  tneir  present  un- 
usual nil.    Your  Committee  accordiiigly 
directed  their  enquiries  to  this  poinu 

It  was  stated  to  your  Committee,  by  the 
merchant  who  has  been  already  men- 
tioned as  being  intimately  acquainted 
with  the  trade  between  this  country  and 
theContment,  that  the  present  expence 
of  transporting  gold  from  London  to  Hadi- 
burgh,  independent  of  the  premium  of  in- 
surance, is  iVom  J  ^  to  2  per  cent ;  that  the 
risk  is  very  variable  from  day  to  day,  so 
that  there  is  no  fixed  premium,  but  he 
conceived  the  average  risk,  for  the  fifteen 
months  preceding  the  time  when  ha  spoke, 
to  bays  been  about  4  .per  cent. :    making 


th^  whole  cost  of  sending  gold  from  Lon- 
doa  to  Hamburgh  for  those  fifteen  months 
at  stich  |ivtt*age  of  the, risk,  from  6|  to  0 
per  cenU — Mr.  Abraham  Goldsmid  stated, 
that  in  the  last  five  or  six  months  of  the 

Sear  180£),  the  expence  of  sending  gold  to 
[olland  varied  exceedingly,  from  4  to  7 
per  cent,  for  ail  charges,  covering  the  risk 
as  well  as  the  costs  of  transoortaUon.    By 
the  evidence  which  was  taken  before  the 
Committees  upon  the  Bank  Affairs  in  1797, 
it  appears  that  the  cost  of  sending  specie 
from  London  to  Hamburgh  in  that  time  of 
war,  including  all  charges  as  well  as  an 
average  insurance,  was  estimated  at  a  lit* 
tie  more  than  3|  per  cent.     It  is  clear, 
therefore,  that  in  conseouence  of  the  pecu* 
liar  circumstances  of  the  present  state  of 
the  war,  and  the  increased  difficulties  of 
intercourse  with  the  Continent,  the  cost  of 
transporting  the  precious  metals  thither, 
from  this  country  has  not  only  been  ren^ 
dered  more  fluetuatin|^  than  it  used  to  be, 
but,  upon  the  whole  is  very  considerably 
increased.    It  would  appear  however,  that 
upon  an  average  of  the  risk  for  that  period 
when  it  seems  to  have  been  highest,  the 
last  half  of  the  last  year,  the  cost  and  ia- 
surance  of  transporting  gold  to  Hamburgh 
or  to  Holland  did  not  exceed  7  per  qent. 
It  was  of  course    greater  at  particular 
times,  when   the  risk  was   above    that 
average.     It  is  evident*  also  that  the  xisk^ 
and  consequently  the  whole  cost  of  trans- 
porting it  to  an  inland  market,  to  Paris  for 
example,  would  upon  an  average,  be  higher 
than  that  of  carrying  it  to  Amsterdam  or 
Hambui^h.     It  fblTows,  that  the  limit  to 
which  the  exchanges,  as  resulting  from  th« 
state  of  trade,  might  fall  and  continue  ua* 
favourable  for  a  considerable  length  of 
time,  has,  during  the  period  In  question, 
been  a  good  deal  lower  than  in  former 
times  of  war ;    but  it  appears  also,  thai 
the  expence  of  remittiog  specie  has  not 
been  mcreascd   so  mucn,  and  that  the 
limit,  by  which  the  depression  of  the  ex- 
changes is  bounded,  has  not  been  lowered 
so  much*  as  to  afford  an  adequate  expla- 
nation of  a  fall  of  the  exchanges  so  great 
as  from  16  to  20  per  cent,  below  pu^, 
The   increased  coat  of  such  remittance 
would  explain,  at  those  moments  when 
the  risk  was  greatest,  a  fall  of  something 
more  than  7  pur  cent,  in  the  exchiMage 
with  Hamburgh  or  Holland,  and  a  jfall 
still  greater  perhaps  in  the  exchange  with 
Paris ;  but  the  rest  of  the  fall  wluch  has 
actually  taken  place,  remains  to  bt  as* 
plained  in  some  other  nvuier* 
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Your  Commits  m  dtupiMed  to  think 
from  the  rasalt  of  the  wbolo  ovidence,  con*- 
tradictoi^y  as  it  is.  that  the  cireomstaoces 
^f  th^  trade  of  this  country,  in  the  codnt 
of  the  last  year,  were  such  at  to  oceaaion 
a  real  fail  of  oor  exchanges  with  the  Con^ 
tinent  to  a  certain  eitteut,  and  Mrhapa  al 
one  period  almost  as  low  as  the  limit  fixed 
by  the  expence  of  remitting  gold  from 
hence  to  the  respective  markets.  And 
vour  Committee  is  inclined  to  this  opinion. 
Doth  by  what  is  stated  regarding  the  ex* 
cess  of  imports  from  the  Continent  above 
the  exports,  though  that  is  the  part  of  the 
aubject  which  is  left  most  in  doubt ;  and 
also  by  what  it  stated  retpecting  the 
mode  in  which  the  payments  in  our  trade 
liave  been  latterly  e^cted,  an  advance 
lietBg  paid  upon  the  imporu  from  the  Con* 
linent  of  Europe,  and  a  ioitg  credit  being 

£>en  upon  the  exports  to  other  parts  of 
e  world. 

Your  Coinmtttee,  obserriBg  how  entire- 
ly^ the  pretent  depretsion  of  our  exchange 
with  Europe  is  referred  by  many  persons 
to  a  great  excess  of  our  imports  above  our 
•sports,  have  called  for  an  account  of  the 
actual  vakie  of  those  for  the  last  five 
years ;  and  Mr.  Irving,  the  Inspector  Ge 
aeral  of  Oostoms,  bat  aceordingly  for 
niahed  the  most  accurate  estimate  of  both  i 
that  he  hat  been  enabled  to  form.  He 
hat  alto  endeavoured  to  forward  the  ob- 
ject of  the  Committee,  by  calculating  how 
mvch  should  be  dedncled  from  the  value 
of  goods  imported,  en  account  of  articles 
in  retnm  for  which  nothing  is  exported. 
These  deductions  conaist  of  the  produce  of 
fisheries,  and  of  imports  from  the  East  and 
Wett  Indict,  which  are  of  the  nature  of 
rentt,  profits,  and  capital  remitted  to  pro* 
priotort  in  thit  country.  The  balance  of 
trade  in  fiivonr  of  this  country,  upon  the 
lice  of  the  account  thus  made  up,  waa 
In  ]'t05  about  6fi}§,000i. 

1800  10,437,000/. 

1007  5,860,000/. 

1008  12,481,000/. 
1809  14.834,000/. 

8o  far  tberefSore,  u  any  inference  is  to  be 
drawn  from  the  balance  thus  exhibited, 
the  exchangee  during  the  present  year,  in 
w4iich  many  payments  to  ^it  country  on 
tceount  of  the  very  ad  vaiiibeoot  balances 
ot  the  two  former  yeart  rol^  be  expected 
to  take  place,  ought  to  bo  peculiarly  ia- 
tNHirable. 

^  Your  CooMnictee,  however,  place  little 
confidence  in  ^ednctiom  made  even  fipom 
the  unproTcd  document  which  the  iadna- 
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try  mod  intAliigeace  of  tht ^ .   „_ 

nejc^l  hat  enabled  him  to  fannab.      It  b 
defect*v<e«  at  Mc.  bring  Jiaa  himself  nCatedL 
inasmuch  at  it  suppliea  no  accoant  of  the 
sum  drawn  by  ioreignera  (whitik  ia  at  the 
preteot  period  pecuUaviy  lirae)  en   »c» 
count  of  fireighl  dim  te  tbev  6r  tbe  cm- 
ployment  of  their  «bipfn^^  i|or»  eo  dm 
other  baadf  of  the  tem  leeeiTeble  from 
them  (and  forming  an  additipo  t»  the 
value  of  our  exported  articlea)  oa  ecoDODt 
of  freight  arising  from  thr  rmplnjieifttf  o£ 
Britbb  shipping.    It  laavea  ott  of  oovi- 
deration  aU  interest  on  capitsd  la  ^L^*-^ 
possetted  by  foreignert,  and  oa  capital 
abroad  belonging  to  inhabitants  of  Gr^ 
3ritaiQ#  at  well  at  the  peceiuary  tmanac- 
tiont  between  the  gotemn^nte  of  Eng- 
land and  Ireland.    It  laket  no  oognisMacr 
of  contraband  trade,  and  of  exported  and 
imported  bullion,  of  which  noaccesint '» 
rendered  at  the  Cottom-houae.      It  like- 
wise omits  a  moat  important  artide^  the 
variations  of  which,  it  correctly  atnte4 
would  probably  be  found  to  cone^seed 
in  a  great  degree  with  the  flnctuatioat  ^ 
the  apparently  favouraUe  balance  ;  oene- 
ly,  the  bills  drawn  on  government  for  ear 
naval,  military,  and  other  espeacea  ia 
foreign    parts.       Youp    Comnuttae    had 
hoped  lo  receive  an  account  of  tbeae  from 
the  table  /»f  the  House;   but  then  bst 
been  some  difiiculty  and  conatqneiit  delay 
in  executing  a  materi^  part  of  the  order 
made  for  them.  Itappeartfrom  "  An  Ac- 
count, at  for  at  it  could  be  aede  cot,  of 
suips  paid  for  expenaes  abroad  in  I703A 
Sfi"  inserted  in  the  Appendix  of  the 
bords'  Report  on  the  occaaoo  of  the  Bank 
Settrlction  Bill,  that  the  tema  to  paid 
were. 

In  1793  2,785,2521. 

4  9,555,5911 

5  1  l,040,2SfiJL 

6  10,049,916L 

^  The  following  it  an  account  of  the  efi- 
cial  value  of  our  Importt  and£xportt  with 
the  continent  of  Europe  alone*  m  each  of 
the  last  five  yeart: 


iMTOK'n.       izrotn.      fdcAoMti* 

narial  Ttian 

£»               X,  £, 

1805 10,008,649  15,4t5j490'  5,454.191 

1806 •8,irr;]|56  19.816»386  5,019,190 

1807 1,975.510  l<689.5aO  ^ti^jm 

1808 4»S10«671  U,t80.490  1,069.819 

1809 9,551,857  98,123,615  1^110,15t 

The  halancet  yrithSoeope  akne  infovoer 
of  GreiA  Britain,  at  exhibned  in  tfaia  inper- 
foot  atatemtn^  are  pot  for  from  conetfien^ 


h 


PARL.  PAFSRS.«-Mm  Me  J9^  Frke  qfGM  Bum<m. 


inip  with  the  general  and  more  accurate 
b^ances  befnre  ^'iTen.  The  favourable  ba* 
Ianc«  of  180^  with  Europe  alone,  if  com- 
puted according  to  the  actual  value,  would 
be   mneb  more  considerable  than  the  va- 
lue of  the  same  year,  in  the  former  general 
fltatement.     A  favourable  balance  of  trade 
on  the  face  of  the  account  of  exports  and 
tfnport9,  presented  annually  to  Parliament, 
IS  a  very  probable'  consequence  of  large 
draf^  on  Government  for  forrign  expendi- 
ture ;  an  augmentation  of  exports,  and  a 
diminution  of  imports,  being  promoted 
and  even  enforced  by  the  means  of  such 
drafts.    For  if  the  supply  of  bills  drawn 
abroad,  either  by  the  agents  of  Govemr 
meht,  or  by  individuals,  is  disproportionate 
to   the   demand,  the   price    of    them  in 
foreign  money  Mia,  Until  it  is  so  low  as  to 
invite   purchasers;    and  the   purchasers, 
Vrho  are  generally  foreigners,  not  wishing 
to  transfer  their  property  permanently  to 
England,  have  a  reference  to  the  terms  on 
which  the  bills  on  Enghnd  will  purchase 
those  British  commodities  whtcn  are  in 
demand,  either  in  their  own  country,  or 
in  intermediate  places,  with  which  the  ac- 
count may  be  adjusted.    Thus,  the  price 
of  the  bills  being  regulated  in  some  de- 
gree by  that  of  British  commodities,  and 
continuing  to  fall  till  it  becomes  so  low  as 
to  be  likely  to  afford  profit  on  the  pur- 
chase and  exportation  of  these  commodi- 
ties, an  actual  exportation  nearly  proper- 
tionate  to  the  amount  of  the  bills  drawn 
can  scarcely  fail  to  take  place.    It  fol- 
lows, thai    there    cannot   be,    for    any 
long  period,  either  a  highhr  favourable, 
or  unfavourable  balance   of    trade;    for 
the  balance  no  sooner  affects  the  price 
of  bills,  than   the    price    of   bills,    by 
its  re-action  on  the  state  of  trade,  pro- 
motes an  equalization  of  commercial  ex- 
Sorts  and  imports.    Your  Committee  have 
ere  considered  cash  and  bullion  as  fbrming 
a  part  of  the  general  mass  of  exported  or 
imported  article?,  and  as  transferred  ac- 
cording to  the  state  both  of  the  supply  and 
the  demand ;    forming    however,  under 
certain  circumstances,  especially  in  case  of 
great  fluctuations  in  the  genera  I  commerce, 
a  peculiarly  commodious  remittance. 

Your  Committee  have  enlarged  on  the 
documents  supplied  by  Mr.  «^ving,  for 
for  the  salce  of  throwing  further  light  on 
the  general  question  of  the  balance  of  trade 
and  the  exchanges,  and  of  dissipating  some 
very  prevalent  errors  which  have  a  great 
practical  influence  on  the  stAject  now 
under  consideration*  ' 
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That  the  real  eitchange  against  thi$ 
country  with  the  continent  canuot-at  any 
time  have  materially  exceeded  the  limit 
fixed  by  the  cost  at  that  timfe  of  transport- 
ing specie,  your  Committee  are  convincedl 
upon  the  principles  which  have  been  al- 
ready stated.  That  in  point  of  fact,  those 
exchanges  have  not  exceeded  that  limit 
seems  to  receive  a  very  satisfactory  illus- 
tration from  one  part  of  the  evidence  of 
Mr.  Grefluihe,  who,  of  alt  the  mercharits 
examined, seemed  most  wedded  to  tlie  opi- 
nion that  the  Mateof  the  balance  payments 
alone  was  sufficient  to  account  for  any  de- 
pression of  the  exchanges,  however  great. 
From  what  the  Committee  have  already 
stated  with  respect  to  the  par  of  exchange; 
it  is  manifest  that  the  exchange  betweeii 
two  countries  is  at  its  real  par,  when  a 
g^ven  quantity  of  gold  or  silver  in  the 
one  country  is  convertible  at  the  market 
price  into  such  an  amount  of  the  currency 
of  that  country,  as  will  purchase  a  bill  of 
exchange  on  the  other  country  for  such  ail 
amount  of  the  currency  of  that  other 
country,  as  will  there  be  convertible  at 
the  market  price  into  an  equal  quantity  of 
gold  or  silver  of  the  same  fineness.  In  the 
same  manner  the  real  exchange  is  in  fa- 
vour of  a'country  having  money  transac- 
actions  wi^  another,  when  a  given  quan* 
tity  of  gofa  or  silver  in  the  former  is  con- 
vertible for  such  an  amount  in  the  currency 
of  that  latter  country,  as  will  there  be  con- 
vertible into  a  greater  quantity  of  gold  of 
silver  of  the  same  fineness. 

Upon  these  principles,  your  Committee 
de^red  Mr.  OrefFtdhe  to  make  certain  Cal- 
culations, which  appear  in  his  answers  to 
the  following  questions  ;  viz. 

"  Supposing  you  had  a  pound  weight 
troy  of  gold  of  the  English  stamlnrd  at 
Pferis,  and  that  you  wijmed  by  means  of 
that  to  procure  a  bill  of  exchange  upon 
London,  what  would  be  the  amount  of  the 
bill  of  exchange  which  you  would  pro- 
cure in  the  present  circumstances  ? — I 
find  that  a  pound  of  gold  of  the  British 
standard  at  the  present  market  price  of 
105  franco  and  the  exchange  at  20  livres, 
would  purchase  a  bill  of  exchange  of  59i, 
S*. 

«•  At  the  present  market  pric<^of  goMl 
in  Londbo,  how  much  standard  ^old  can 
you  purchase  for  59/.  bs.  ? — At  the  price 
of  47.  129.  I  find  it  will  purchase  15 
ounces  of  gold,  within  a  very  small  frac^ 
tioo. 

«« llien  what  is  the  difference  per  cent 
in  the  quantity  df  staodird  gold  witich  ii 
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equivalent  to  5&L  S$,  of  oor  currency  as 
at  Paris  and  in  London? — About  8f  per 
cent.  ^ 

''Suppose  you  have  a  pound  weight 
troy  of  our  standard  gold  at  Hamburgh, 
and  that  ypu  wished  to  part  with  it 
for  a  bill  of  exchange  upon  London,  what 
would  be  the  amount  of  the  bill  of  ex- 
change, which,  in  the  present  circum- 
stances, you  would  procure  ? — ^At  .the 
Hamburgh  price  of  10 1,  and  the  ex- 
change at  29,  the  amount  of  the  bill 
purchased  on  London  would  be  58i.  4«. 

**  What  quantity  of  our  standard  gold. 
At  the  present  price  of  4/.  \2s,  do  you 
purchase  for  5S/.  4«.  ? — ^About  12  ounces 
lUid  3  dwts. 

*^  Then  what  is  the  difference  per  cent, 
between  the  quantity  of  standard  gold 
»t  Hamburgh  and  in  London,  which  is 
equivalent  to  58/.  4«.  sterling  ? — About  5| 
per  cent. 

*'  Suppose  you  had  a  pound  weight  troy 
of  our  standard  gold  at  Amsterdam  and 
wished  to  part  with  it  for  a  bill  of  ex- 
change upon  London,  what  would  be  the 
amount  sterling  of  the  bill  of  exchange 
which  you  would  procure  ? — At  the  Am«- 
aterdam  price  of  144*  exchange  31,  6* 
and  Bank  agio  1  per  cent,  the  amount  of 
ithe  bill  on  Liandon  would  be  58/.  185. 

''At  the  present  price  of  4f,  IQs.  what 
quantity  of  our  standard  gold  do  you 
purchase  in  London  for  58/.  18s.  sterling? 
f>— 12  02.  16  dwts. 

"  How  much  is  that  per  cent  ?— 7  per 
l?cnt.'' 

Similar  calculations,  but  made  upon 
different  assumed  data,  will  be  found  in 
the  evidence  of  Mr.  Abraham  Goldsmid. 
From  these  answers  of  Mr.  Grefluihe,  it 
appears,  that  when  the  computed  ex- 
.cnange  with  Hamburgh  was  29,  that  is, 
from  16  to  17  per.  cent,  below  par,  the 
teal  diflerence  of  exchange,  resultmg  from 
the  state  6f  trade  and  balance  of  payments 
was  no  more  than  5{  per  cent,  against 
ihis  country;  Ihat  when  the  computed 
exchange  with  Amsterdam  was  31.6.  that 
is  about  1 5  per  cent,  below  par,  the  real 
fxrhange  was  no  more  than  7  per  cent. 
Against  this  country  ;  that,  when  the  com- 
puted exchange  with  Paris  was  20,  that  is 
SO  per  cent,  below  par,  the  real  exchange 
was  no  more  than  8^  per  cent,  against  this 
country.  After  making  these  allowances, 
therefore,  for  the  efiect  of  the  balance  of 
trade  and  payments  upon  our  exchanges 
with  those  places,  there  will  still  remain  a 
fall  of  11  psTf^nU  iu  the  ei^cbangt  with 


Hambiirgb,  of  above  8  per  cent,  m  tbe 
exchange  witb  HolUnd,  and  11^  per 
cent,  in  the  exchaitge  with  Paris,  to  bt 
explained  in  some  other  manner. 

If  the  same  mode  of  calculation  be  ap- 
plied to  the  more  recent  statements  of  tbe 
exchange  with  the  continent,itwillperiiapi 
appear,  that  thought  the  computed  ex- 
change is  at  present  against  this  cooatry, 
the  real  exchange  is  in  its  favour. 

From  tbe  foregoing  reasons  relatireia 
the  state  of  the  exchanges,  if  they  are  cm- 
sidered  apart,  your  Committee  find  it  dif- 
ficult to  resist  an  inference,  that  a  ponia 
at  least  of  the  great  fail  which  the  ex- 
cbanees  lately  suffered  must  haTeresolttJ 
not  from  the  state  of  trade,  bat  fitxs  i 
change  in  the  relative  value  of  our  domes- 
tic currency,  Bot  when  thia  dedactios 
is  joined  with  that  which  your  Commti» 
have  stated,  respecting  the  change  ia  tbi 
market  price  of  gold,  that  inference  ap- 
pears to  be  demonstrated* 

m. 

In  consequence  of  the   opinion  wiucli 
your  Committee  entertaiut   that,  in  tkt 
present  artificial  condition  of  the  circa- 
iating  medium  of  this  country^  it  is  mm 
important  to  watch  the  foreign  exchaagei 
and  the  market  price  of  gold,  your  C«* 
mittee  were  desirous  to   learn*  wbetbcr 
the  Directors  of  the  Bank  of  Enflio^ 
held  tbe  same  opinion,  and  derived  fro© 
it  a  practical  rule  for  the  controul  of  their 
circulation ;  and  particularly  whether, « 
the  course  of  the  last  year,  tbe  great  de- 
pression of  the  exchanses,  and  tbe  ^ett 
rise  in  the  price  of  gold,  had  suggested  U) 
the  directors  any  suspicion  of  the  currency 
of  the  country  being  excessive. 

Mr.  Whitmore,  the  late  governor  of  tw 
Bank,  stated  to  the  Coinmittee,  that  i^ 
regulating  the   general    amount  of  f|<| 
loans  and  discounts,  he  did  "  not  9ar^ 
to  the  circumstance  of  the  excbai^^  /  '* 
appearing  upon* a  reference  to  the  amo^ 
of  our  notes  in  circulation,  and  tbe  coor^ 
of  exchange,  that  they  freqiient/y  »J^ 
no    connexion."     He    afterwards  »w. 
"  My  opinion  is,  I  do  not  know  weu^^ 
it  is  that  of  the  Bank,  that  tbe  affloisoioi 
our  paper  circulation  has  no  ^^^^'^  j 
all  to  the  state  of  the  exchange/^^  ^^ 
on   a   sub^quent   day,   Mr.  WhiUnsj* 
stated,  that  "  the  present  unfavoursW^ 
slate  of  exchange  has  no  influence  upo^ 
the  amount  of  their  issues,  the  Bank  otv^ 
ing  acted  precisely  in  the  sane  ^Xi 
they  did  before/'    He  was  likewise  Mi^ 

Wh'eiher,  ij  regulatiii^  die  UM^  ^ 
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their  circnlation,  the  Bank  ever  adverted 
to  the  difiertnce  between  the  market  and 
Mint  price  of  gold  }  and  having  desired 
to  haye  time  to  consider  that  onestion, 
Mr.  Wbitmore,  on  a  subsequent  day,  an- 
swered it  in  the  following  terms,  which' 
suggested  these  further  questions: 

"  In  taking  into  consideration  the 
ifflount  of  your  notes  out  in  circulation, 
and  in  limiting  the  extent  of  your  dis- 
counts to  merchants,  do  you  advert  to 
the  difference,  when  'such  exists,  be- 
tween the  market  and  the  Mint  price 
of  gold?— We  do  advert  to  that,  inas- 
much as  we  do  not  discount  at  any  time 
for  those  persons  who  we  know,  or  have 
good  reason  to  suppose,  export  the  gold. 
.  "Bo  yon  not  advert  to  it  any  far- 
ther than  by  refusing  discounts  to  such 
persons  ?— We  do  advert  to  it,  inasmuch 
as  whenever  any  Director  thinks  it  bears 
*fipon  the  question  of  obr  discounts,  and 
presses  to  bring  forward  the  discussion. 

"  The  market  price  of  gold  having,  in 
the  course  of  the  last  year/ risen  as  high 
as  4/.  lOf.  or  4/.  \2s,  has  that  circumstance  , 
been  taken  'into  consideration  by  you,  ] 
to  as  to  haive  had  any  eflect  id  dimi- 
nishing or  enlarging  the  amount  of  the 
outstanding  demands  ? — ^It  has  not  been 
taken  into  consideration  by  me  in  that  view/ 

Mr.  Pearse,  now  governor  of  the  Bank, 
agreed  with  Mr.  Wbitmore  in^his  account 
of  the  practice  of  the  Bank,  and  expressed 
his  full  concurrence  in  the  same  opmion. 

Mr.  Pearse.*^**  In  considering  this  sub- 
ject, with  reference  to  the  manner  in 
which  Bank  notes  are  issued,  resulting 
from  the  applications  made  for  discounts 
to  supply  the  necessary  want  of  Bank 
notes,  oy  which  their  issue  in  amount  is  so 
controlled  that  it  can  never  amount  to  'on 
excess,  I  cannot  see  how  the  amount  of 
Bank  notes  issued  can  operate  upon  the 
price  of  Bullion,  or  the  state  af  the  ex- 
changes, and  therefore  I  am  individually 
of  opinion  that  the  price  of  Bullion,  or 
the  state  of  the  exchanges,  can  never  be  a 
reason  for  lessening  the  amount  of  Bank 
notes  to  be  issued,  always  understand- 
ing the  control  which  I  have  already 
described. 

"  Is  the  Governor  of  the  Bank  of  the 
same  opinion  which  has  now  been  ex- 
pressed by  the  Deputy  Governor  ? 

Mr.  Wlkmart. — "lam  so  much  of  the 
same  opinion,  that  I  never  think  it  ne- 
cessary to  advert  to  the  price  of  gold,  or 
tlia  slate  of  the  exchange,  on  the  days  on 
which  we  make  oar  advane«t. 


Do  you  advert  to  these  two  circum- 
stances with  a  view  to  regulate  the  ge«- 
neral  amount  of  your  advances  ?•— I  do 
not  advert  to  it  with  a  view  to  our  general 
advances,  conceiving  it  not  to  bear  upon 
the  question.'' 

And,  Mr.  Harmon,  another  Bank  Di* 
rector,  expressed  his  opinion  in  these 
terms—"  I  must  very  materially  alter  my 
opinions  before  I  can  suppose  that  the  ex* 
cnanges  will  he  influenced  by  any  modi- 
fications of  our  paper  currency.'' 

These  gentlemen,  as  well  as  several  of 
the  merchants  who  appeared  before  the 
Committee,  placed  much  reliance  upon  an 
argument  which  they  drew  from  the 
want  of  correspondence  in  point  of  time, 
observable  between  the  amount  of  Bank  of 
England  notes  and  the  state  of  the  Ham- 
burgh exchange  during  several  years; 
and  Mr.  Pearse  presented  a  paper  on  thif 
subject,  which  is  inserted  in  the  Ap^ 
pendix.  Your  Conbmittee  would  feel  no 
distrust  in  the  general  principles  which 
they  have  stated,  if  the  discordance  had 
been  greater ;  conslderiftig  the  varli;ty  of 
circumstances  which  have  a  temporary 
effect  on  exchange,  and  the  uncertainty 
both  of  the  time  and  the  degree  in  which 
it  may  be  influenced  by  any  given  quan- 
tity of  paper.  It  may  be  added,  that 
the  numerical  amount  of  notes  (supposing 
I/,  and  2/.  notes  to  be  excluded  from  the 
statement)  did  not  materially  vary  during 
the  period  of  the  comparison  ;  and  that 
in  the  last  year,  when  the  general  ex- 
changes with  Europe  have  become  much 
more  unfavourable,  the  notes  of  the  Bank 
of  England,  as  well  as  those  of  the  country 
Banks,  have  been  very  considerably  in- 
creased. Your  Committee  however,  on 
the  whole,  are  not  of  opinion  that  a  ma- 
terial depression  of  the  Exchanges  has 
been  manifestly  to  be  traced  in  its  amount 
and  degree  to  an  augmentation  of  notea 
corresponding  in  point  of  time.  They 
conceive,  that  the  more  minute  and  ordi- 
nary fluctuations  of  exchange  are  gene^ 
rally  referable  to  the  course  of  our  com- 
merce ;  that  political  events,  operating 
upon  the  state  of  trade,  may  often  have 
contributed  as  well  to  the  rise  as  to  the 
fall  of  the  exchange  ;  and  in  particular* 
that  the  first  remarkable  depression  of  is 
in  the  beginning  of  1 809,  is  to  be  ascribed^ 
as  has  been  stated  in  the  evidence  already 
quoted*  to  commercial  events  arising  oul 
of  the  occupation  of  the  North  of  Germany 
by  the  troops  of  the  French  Emperor. 

e  evil  haa  been  that  the  exchange^ 
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when  fallen,  has  not  had  the  full  means 
of  recovery  under  the  subsisting;  system* 
And  if  those  occasional  depressions,  which' 
arise  from  commerciiil  causes,  are  not  after 
a  lime  successively  corrected  by  the  re* 
niedy  which  used  to  apply  itself  before 
the  suspension  of  the  cash  payments  of 
the  Bank,  the  consequences  may  ulti- 
mately be  exactly  similai*  to  those  which 
a  sudden^  and  extravagant  issue  of  paper 
woud  produce.  The  rtstoration  of  the 
exchange  used  to  ^be  effected  by  the 
clandestine  transmission  of  guineas,  which 
imprqved  it  for  the  moment  by  serving  as 
a  remittance  ;  and  unquestionably  also  in 
part,  probably  much  more  extensively,  by 
the  reduction  of  the  total  quantity  of  the 
remaining  circulating  medium,  to  which 
reduction  the  Bank  were  led  to  contribute 
by  the  caution  which  every  drain  of 
gold  naturally  excited.  Under  the  pre- 
sent system,  the  former  of  these  reme- 
.dies  must  be  expected  more  and  more 
to  fail,  the  guineas  in  circulation  bci|^ 
leven  now  apparently  so  few  as  to  form 
no  important  remittance ;  and  the  reduc- 
tion of  paper  seems  therefore  the  chief, 
if  not  tne  sole  corrective,  to  be  resorted 
to.  It  is  only  after  the  Bank  shall  have 
|br  some  time  resumed  its  cash  pay- 
ments, that  both  can  again  operate,  as 
they  did  on  ^11  former  occasions  prior  to 
the  restriction. 

The  Committee  cannot  refrain  from  ex- 
pressing it  to  be  their  opinion,  after  a 
yery  deliberate  consideration  of  this  part 
of  the  subject,  that  it  is  a  great  practical 
error  to  suppose  that  the  exchanges  with 
foreign  countries,  and  the  price  of  Bul- 
lion, are  not  liable  to  be  afiected  by  the 
amount  of  a  paper  currency,  which  is 
issued  without  the  condition  of  payment 
in  specie  at  the  will  of  the  holder.  That 
the  exchanges  will  be  lowered,  and  the 
price  of  Bullion  raised,  by  an  issue  of 
8ucb  paper  to  excess,  is  not  only  esta- 
blished as  a  principle  by  the  most  eminent 
authorities  upon  commerce  and  finance  ; 
butiu  practical  truth  has  been  illustrated 
bj'  the  history  of  almost  every  state  in  mo- 
dern times  which  has  uspd  a  paper  cur- 
rency :  and  in  all  those  countries,  this  prin- 
ciple has  finally  been  resprted  to  by  their 
Statesmen,  as  the  best  criterion  to  judge 
by,  whether  such  ciurency  was  or  was  not 
(excessive. 

In  the  instances  which  are  most  familial' 
in  the  history  of  foreign  countries*  the  ex- 
cess of  paper  has  tieen  usually  accompa- 
nied by  anothio:  drcumstaiice,  which  has 


no  place  in  our  situation  at  present  a 
of  confidence  in  the  aulEcieiicy  of   those 
funds  upon  which  the  paper   haul    hcco 
issued.    Where  the$e  two  cirpatnytanccs, 
excels  and  want  of  confidence^  are    ctoo* 
joined,  they  will  co-operate  aad   prcKlDcc 
their  effect  much  more  rapidly  than  wbeo 
it  is  the  result  of  the  excess  only  of  a 
paper  of  perfectly  good  credit  i  and  in 
both  cases  an  effect  of  the  same  sort  iv'tii  fa« 
produced  upon  the  foreign  ezchanges»  and 
upon  the  price  of  bulJioif.     The  imtst  re* 
niarkable  examples  of  the  former  kiod  zn 
to  be  found  in  the  history  of  the  paper 
currencies  of  the  British  Colonies  iu  Nonii 
America,  in  the  early  part  of  the  last  <xn> 
tury,  and  in  that  of  the  assigoata  of  the 
French  Republic :  to  which  the  Comauope 
have  been  enabled  to  add  another,  acarcelj 
less  remarkable,  from  the  money  jspecista- 
tions  of  the  Austrian  goveriunent  in  the 
last  campaign^  which  will  be  found  in  the 
Appendix.     The  present  state  of  the  car* 
rency  of  Portugal  afford^  also*  an  iiwaace 
of  the  same  kind. 

Examples  of  the  other  tort,  in  which 
the  depreciation  was  produced  by  excess 
alone,  may  be  gathered  from  the  experi* 
ence  of  the  United  Kingdom  at  difierem 
times. 

In  Scotland,  about  the  end  of  the  seven 
years  war,  banking  was  carried  to  a  very 
^reat  excess :  and  by  a  practice  of  inserts 
ing  in  their  promissory  notes  an  optional 
clause  of  paying  at  sight,  or  in  6  months 
afler  sight  with  interest,  the  convertibility 
of  such  notes  iuto  specie  at  the  will  of  the 
holder  was  in  effect  suspended*.     Tht-se 
notes  accordingly  became  depreciated  in 
comparison  with  specie ;  and  while  this 
abuse  lasted,  the  exchange  between  Loo- 
don  and  Dumfries,  for  example,  was  some- 
times four   per  cent,   against  Dumfries, 
while  the  exchange  between  London  and 
Carlisle,  w^ich  is  not  thirty  miles  distant 
from  Dumfries,  was  at  par.    The  £din* 
burgh  banks,  when  any  of  thek  paper  was 
brought  in  to  be  exchanged  for  bills  on 
Londim,  were  accustomed  to  extend  or 
contract  the  dale  of  thu  bills  they  gave, 
according  to  the  state  of  the  exchange, 
diminishing  in  this  manner  the  value  of 
those  bills,  nearly  in  the  ^ame  degree  in 
which  the  excessive  issue  had  caused  their 
paper  to  be  depreciated.     This  excess  of 
paper  was  at    last  removed  by  gnat- 

*  Wealth  of  Nations,  vol.  i.  p.  4d3«-^ 
Report  of  Committee  upon  Irtah  fyrhftaio^ 
1 804.  Mr«  Mao^eU'i  ^vidMice« 
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ing  bilk  on  I/mdon  at  a  fixed  date ;  for  the 
payment  of  which  h'iih,  or  in  other  words^ 
ibr  the  payment  of  which  exceuof  paper^  it 
W9M  neceatary  in  the  first  instance  to  pro- 
vid««  by 'placing  large  pecuniary  funds 
in  the  faiands'  of  uieir  Loudon  correspond- 
ents.   In  aid  of  such  precautionary  mea- 
sures on  the  part  of  the  Edinburgh  Banks^ 
an  act  of  parliament  prohibited  the  op- 
tional clauses,  and  suppressed  ten  and  five 
shilling  notes.      'The  exchange  between 
^^land  and  Scotland  was  speedily  restored 
to  Its  natural  rate:  and  bills  on  London  at 
a  fixed  date  baring  ever  since  been  given 
in  exchange  for  the  circulating  notes  of 
Scotland^  all  material  excess  of  Scottish 
paper  above  Bank  of  England  has  been 
preTentedj  and   the  exchange   has  been 
stationary. 

The  experience  of  the  Bank  of  England 
itfelf,  within  a  very  short  period  after  its 
first  establishment,  fiirnishes  a  very  in- 
stractive  illustration  of  all  the  foregoing 
principles  and  reasonings^  In  this  in- 
stance, the  effects  of  a  depreciation  of  the 
coin,  by  wear  and  clipping,  were  coupled 
with  the  efifect  of  an  excessive  issue  of 
paper  f.  The  directors  of  the  Bank  of 
Imgland  did  not  at  once  attain  a  very  ac- 
curate knowledge  of  all  the  principles  by 
which  such  an  institution  must  be  con- 
ducted. They  lent  money  not  only  by 
discount,  but  upon  real  securities,  mort- 
gages, and  even  pledges  of  commodities 
not  perishable ;  at  the  same  time  the  Bank 
contributed  most  materially  to  the  service 
of  government  for  the  support  of  the  army 
upon  the  continent.  By  the  liberality  of 
those  loana  to  private  individuals,  as  well 
as  by  the  large  advances  to  government, 
the  quantity  of  the  notes  of  the  Bank  be- 
came excessive,  their  relative  value  was 
depreciated,  and  they  fell  to  a  discount 
of  17  per  cent.  At  this  time  there  ap- 
pears to  have  been  no  failure  of  the  pub- 
lic confidence  in  the  funds  of  the.  Bank  ; 
for  its  stock  sold  for  1 10  per  cent,  though 
only  60  per  cent  upon  the  suhscriptioBs 
had  been  paid  in.  By  the  conjoint  effect 
of  this  depreciation  of  the  paper  of  the 
Bank  from  excess,  and  of  the  depreciation 
of  the  silver  coin  from  wear  and  clipping, 
the  price  of  Gold  Bullion  was  so  much 
raiseid,  that  guineas  were  as  high  as  30«. ; 

f  See  a  short  account  of  the  Bank  by 
Mr.  Godfrey,  one  of  the  original  directors; 
and  a  Short  History  of  the  Last  Parliament^ 
1090,  by  i>r.  Drake;  both  in  Lord  Somers' 
Calkctiw  af  Tracts^ 


[ccxxxiT 


all  that  had  remained  of  good  silver  gradii* 
ally  disappeared  from  the  circulation; 
and  the  exchange  with  Holland,  which 
had  been  before  a  little  affected  by  the 
remittances  for  the  army,  sunk,  as  low  as 
25  per  cent  under  par,  when  the  Bank 
notes  were  at  a  discount  of  17  per  cent* 
Several  expedients  were  tried,  both  by 
parUament  and  by  the  Bank,  to  force 
a  better  silver  coin  into  circulation,  and 
to  reduce  the  price  of  guineas,  but  with-* 
out  effect.  At  length  the  true  remediea 
were  resorted  to:  first,  by  a  new  coin* 
age  of  silver,  which  restored  that  pari 
of  the  currency  to  its  standard  value, 
though  the  scarcity  of  money  occasioned 
by  calling  in  the  old  coin  brought  tha^ 
Bank  into  streights,  and  even  for  a  tima 
affected  its  credit;  secondly,  by  taking 
out  of  the  circulation  the  excess  of  Bank 
notes.  This  last  operation  appears  to  hava 
been  effected  very  judiciously.  Parlia« 
ment  consented  to  enlarge  the  capital 
stock  of  the  Bank,  but  annexed  a  condi* 
tion,  directing  that  a  certain  proportion  of 
the  new  subscriptions  should  be  made 
good  in  Bank  notes.  In  proportion  to  the 
amount  of  notes  sunk  in  this  manner,  the 
value  of  those  which  remained  in  circula- 
tion began  presently  to  rise;  in  a  short 
time  the  notes^were  at  par,  and  the  foreign 
exchanges  nearly  so.  These  details  are 
all  verv  fully  mentioned  in  authentie  tracts 
published  at  the  time,  and  the  case  ap* 
pears  to  your  Committee  to  aiibrd  much 
instruction  upon  the  subject  o^  their  pre* 
sent  enquiry. 

Year  Committee  must  next  refer  In  the 
confirmation  and,  sanction  which  ail  their 
reasonings  receive  from  the  labours  of  the 
Committee  of  this  House,  which  waa  ap- 
pointed  in  a  former  parliament  to  examin* 
into  the  causes  of  the  great  depreciation 
of  the  Irish  exchange  with  England  im. 
1804.  Most  of  the  mercantile  persona 
who,  gave  evidence  before  tliat  Ccmimittee, 
including  two  directors  of  the  Bank  of  Ira* 
land,  were  unwilling  to  admit  that  the 
fail  of  the  exchange  was  in  atiy  degree  %t^ 
be  ascribed  uf  an  excess  of  the  paper  cur- 
rency arising  out  of  the  restriction  of  1797  ; 
the  whole  fall  in  chat  case,  as  in  the  pre- 
sent, was  referred  to  an  unfiitvourabit  ba- 
lance of  trade  or  of  pay  meals;  and  Kwas 
also  then  affirmed,  that  "  notes  issued 
only  in  proportion  to  the  demand,  in  ex? 
change  for  good  and  convertible  securi- 
ties payable  at  specific  periods^  could  nol 
tend  to  any  excess  in  the  circula^oo,  or  ta 
any  depreciation,''    This  doctrine^  thoogll 
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more  or  less  qualified  by  some  of  the  wit- 
nesseSj  pervades  jnost  of  the   evidence 
given  before  that  Committee,  with  the  re- 
markable   exception   of   Mr.  Mansfield, 
whose  knowledge  of  the  eflectK  of  that 
over  issue  of  Scotch  paper,  ivbich  has  just 
been  mentioned^  led  him  to  deliver  a  more 
just  opinion  on^'the  subject.     Many  of  the 
witnesses  before  the  Committee,  however 
'Unwilling  to  acknowledge  the  real  nature 
of  the  evil^  made  important  concessionR, 
which  necessarily  involved  them  in  incon- 
sistency.    They  could   not,  as  practical 
men,  controvert  the  truth  of  tlie  general 
position,,  that  "  the  fluctuations  of  ex- 
change between  two  countries  are  gene- 
mlly  limited  by  tlie  price  at  which  any 
given  quantity  of  bullion  can  be  purchased 
in  the  circulating  medium  of  the  debtor 
country,  and  couvei*ted  into   the  circu- 
lating medium  of  the  creditor  country, 
together  with  the  insurances  and  charges 
of  transporting  it  from  the  one  to  the 
other.''     It  was  at  the  same  time  admitted, 
that  the  expence  of  transporting  gold  from 
England  to  Ireland,  including  insurance, 
was  then  under  one  per  cent. ;  that  before 
the  restriction,  the  fluctuations  had  never 
long  and  much  exceeded  this  limit ;  and 
moreover,  that  the  exchange  with  Belfast, 
where  guineas  freely  circulated   at  the 
time  of  the  investigation  by  that  Commit* 
tee,  wa^  then  1 1  in  favour  of  Ireland,  while 
the  exchange  with  Dublin,  where  only 
paper  was  in  use,  was  10/.  per  cent,  against 
that  country     It  also  appeared  from  such 
imperfect  documents  as  it  was  practicable 
to  flirnish,  that  the  balance  of  trade  was  then 
/avourable  to  Ireland.  Stil^  however,  it  was 
contended,  that  there  was  no  depreciation 
of  Irish  paper,  that  there  was  a  scarcity 
and  consequent  high  price  of  gold,  and 
that  the  diminution  of  Irish  paper  Would 
not  rectify  the  exchange.    '^  The  depre- 
dation of  Bank  paper  in  Ireland"  (it  was 
taid  by  one  of  the  witnesses,  a  director  of 
the  Bank  of  Ireland)  "  is  entirely  a  relative 
term  with  respect  to  the  man  who  buys 
and  sells  in  Dublin  by  that  common  me- 
dium :  to  him  it  is  not  depreciated  at  all ; 
hut  to  the  purchaser  of  a  bill  on  London, 
io  him  in  that  relation,  and  under  that  cir- 
cumstance, there  is  a  depreciation  of  ten 
per  cent."    By  thus  avoiding  all  com- 
parison with  a  view  to  the  point  in  issue, 
oetween  the  value  of  their  own  paper  and 
that  of  either  the  then  circulating  medium 
of  this  country  or  of  gold  bullion,  or  even 
of  gold  coin  then  passing  at  a  premium  in 
•Iher  paru  of  ml8iid»  they  appear  to 


have  retained  a  confident  opinion,  that 
depreciation  of  Irish  paper  had  taken  pi 

It  is  forther  observable,  that  the  Tahse 
of  a  considerable  quantity  of  dollars  mt 
into  circulation  by  the  Bank  of  Irelaod  st 
this  period,  was  raised  to  5s.  a  dollar,  for 
the   professed  purpose  of  rendering  tbc 
new  silver  coin*conformable  to  the  exin* 
ng  state  of  the  exchange*  a  circnntstaoce 
on  which  the  Committee  animadverted  in 
their  Report,  and  which  serves  to  shew- 
that  the  Irish  paper  currency  covM  noe 
stand  a  comparison  with  the  standard  price 
of  silver,  any  more  than  with  that  of  gold 
bullion,  with  gold  in  coin,  or   with   tbc 
then  paper  currency  of  this  kingdom. 

A  fact  was  mentioned  to  that  Committee 
on  the  evidence  of  Mr.dolville,  a  director 
of  the  Bank  of  Ireland,  which,  though  it 
carried  no  conviction  to  his  mind  of  the 
tendency  of  a  limitation  of  paper  to  lower 
£xchan2es,  seems  very  decisive  on  thh 
point,  lie  stated,  that  in  1753  and  1754, 
the  Dublin  Exchange  being  remail^ably 
unfavourable,  and  the  notes  of  the  Dubiia 
Bank  being  suddenly  withdrawn,  the  Ex- 
change became  singularly  favourable.  The 
mercantile  distress  produced  on  that  occa* 
sion  was  great,  through  the^suddeimess  of 
the  operation,  for  it  was  eflected,  not  by 
the  gradual' and  prudential  measures  of 
the  several  banks,  biit  through  the  riolem 
pressure  which  their  unguarded  issues  Lad 
brought  upon  them.  The  general  resalt» 
however,  is  not  the  less  obsen'able. 

With  a  view  to  the  further  elucidatioo 
of  the  subject  of  the  Irish  Exchanges, 
which  so  lately  attracted  the  attention  of 
Parliament,  it  may  be  proper  to  remark 
that  Ireland  haa  no  dealings  in  exchange 
with  foreign  countries,  except    through 
London ;  and  that  the  payments  from  Ire- 
land to  the  continent  are  consequently 
converted  into  English  currency,  and  then 
into  the  currency  of   the   countries    to 
which  Ireland  is  indebted.    In  the  spring 
of  1 804*,  the  Exchange  of  England  with 
the  continent  was  above  par,  and  the  Ex- 
change of  Ireland  was  in  such  a  state  that 
1 18/.  iOs.  of  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of  Ire- 
land would  purchase  only  lOOL  of  those 
of  the  Bank  of  England.   Therefore,  if  the 
notes  of  the  Bank  of  Ireland  were  not  de- 
preciated, and   it  was  so  maintained,  it 
followed   that  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of 
England  were  at  more  than  10  per  cent, 
premium  above  the  standard  coin  of  the 
two  countries. 

The  principles  laid  down  by  the  Com- 
mittte  of  1  SO^t  had  probably  ■oma  iraigbi 
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with  the  dire^ors  of  the  Bank  of  Ireland ; 
for  between  the  period  of  their  Report 
(June  ISO'I-)  and  January,  1800,  the  cir« 
culation  of  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of  Ire* 
land  was  gradually  (though  with  sihall 
occasional  fluctuations)  reduced  from 
about  three  millions  to  2|410,000/.  being 
a  diminution  of  nearly  l*5th;  at  the 
same  time,  all  the  currency  which  had 
been  issued  under  the  name  of  silrer 
tokens  was  by  law  suppressed.  The  paper 
currency,  both  of  the  Bank  of  England, 
and  of  the  English  country  banks,  seems 
during  the  same  period  to  have  gradually 
increased.  The  combination  of  these  two 
causes  is  likely  to  have  had  a  material  ef- 
fect in  restoring  t<)  par  the  Irish  Exchange 
with  England. 

The  Bank  of  Ireland  has  again  gradu- 
ally enlarged  its  issues  to  about  3,100,000/. 
being  somewhat  higher  than  they  stood 
in  1804,  an  increase  probably  not  dispro- 
portionate to  that  which  has-  occurred  in 
England  within  the  same  period.  Perhaps, 
however,  it  ought  not  to  be  assumed,  that 
the  diminution  of  issues  of  the  Bank  of 
Ireland  between  4804  and  1800,  would 
produce  a  corresponding  redaction  in  the 
issues  of  private  banks  in  Ireland/  ex|Ctly 
in  the  same  manner  in  which  a  diminution 
of  Bank  of  England  paper  produces  that 
eilect  on  the  country  banks  in  Great  Bri« 
tain ;  because  the  Bank  of  Ireland  does 
not  possess  the  same  exclusive  power  of 
supplying  any  part  of  that  country  with 
a  paper  currency,  which  the  Bank  of 
England  ei\ioys  in  respect  to  the  metro- 
polis of  the  empire.  The  Bank  of  Eng- 
land, by  restricting  the  quantity  of  this 
necessary  article  in  that  important.qnarter, 
can  more  eflectually  secure  the  improve- 
roent  of  its  value  ;  and  every  such  im- 
provement must  necessarily  lead,  by  a 
corresponding  dionnution  in  amount,  to  a 
similar  augmentation  of  the  value  of  coun- 
try bank  paper  exchangeable  for  it.  That 
the  same  diminution  of  the  circulation  of 
private  banks  took  place  in  Ireland  is 
more  than  probable,  ior  the  private  banks 
in  Ireland  are  accustooied  to  give  Bank  of 
Ireland  paper  for  their  own  circulating 
notes  when  required  to  doao,  and  therefore 
could  not  but  feel  the  etiect  of  any  new 
limitation  of  that  paper  for  which  their 
own  was  exchangeable. 

It  w  doe«  however,  in  justice  to  the  pre> 
sent  directors  of  the  Bank  of  England,  to 
remind  the  House,  that  the  suspension  of 
their  cash  payments,  though  it  appears  in 
somA^-degree  to  have  originated  in  a  mil- 


taken  vi^w  taken  by  the  Bank  of  the  pe- 
culiar difficulties  of  that  time,  was  not  a 
measure  sought  for  by  the  Bank,  but  im- 
posed upon  it  by  the  Legislature  for  what 
were  held  to  be  urgent  reasons  of  state 
policy  and  public  expediency.  And  it 
ought  not  to  be  urged  as  matter  of  charge 
against  the  directors,  if  in  this  novel  situa- 
tion in  which  their  commercial  company 
was  placed  by  the  law,  and  entrusted  wiin 
the  regulation  and  control  of  the  whole 
circulating  medium  of  the  country,  they 
were  not  fully  aware  of  the  principles  by 
which  so  d4*licate  a  trust  should  be  exer 
cuted,  but  continued  to  conduct  their  bu- 
siness of  discounts  and  advances  according 
to  their  former  routine* 

It  is  important,  at  the  same  time,  to  ob> 
serve,  that  under  the  former  system,  when 
the  bank  was  bound  to  answer  its  notes  in 
specie  upon  demanct,  the^tate  of  the  fo- 
reign exchanges  and  the  price  of  gold  did 
'most  materially  influence  its  conduct  in 
the  issue  of  those  notes,  though  it  was  not. 
the  practice  of  tlic  directors  systematically 
to  watch  either  the  one  or  the  other.  So 
long  as  gold  was  demandable  for  their 
paper,  they  were  speedily  apprised  of  a 
depression  of  the  exchange,  and  a  rise  in  ' 
the  price  of  gold,  by  a  run  upon  them  for 
that  article.  If  at  any  time  they  incau- 
tiously exceeded  the  proper  limit  of  their 
advances  and  issues,  the  paper  was  quickly 
brought  back  to  them,  by  those  who  were 
tempted  to  profit  by  the  market  price  of 
gold  or  by  the  rate  of  Exchange.  In  this 
manner  the.  evil  soon  cured  itself.  The 
directors  of  the  bank  having  tlieir  appre- 
hensions excited  by  the  reduction  of  their 
stock  of  gold,  and  being  able  to  replace 
their  loss  only  by  reiterated  purchases  of 
bullion  at  a  very  losing  price>  naturally 
.contracted  their  issues  of  paper,  and  thus 
gave  to  the  remaining  paper,  as  well  as  to 
the  coin  for  which  it  was  interchangeable, 
an  increased  value,  while  the  clandestine 
exportation  either  of  the  coin,  or  the  gold 
produced  from  it,  combined  in  improving 
the  state  of  the  Ibcchange,  and  in  produc* 
ing  a  corresponding  diminution  of  the  dif- 
ference bfetween  the  market  price  and 
Mint  price  of  gold,  or  of  paper  convertible 
into  gold; 

Your  Committee  do  not  mean  to  repre- 
sent that  the  manner,  in  which  this  eaect 
resulted  from  the  conduct  which  they 
have  described,  was  distinctly  perceived 
by  the  bank  directors.  The  &ct  of  limit- 
ing their  paper  as  often  as  they  experi* 
en€vd  any  great  d/fin  of  gold,  is,  kowt. . 
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ever,  unqisettionable.  MK  Bosanquet 
stated,  in  his  eTidence  before  the  Secret 
Committee  of  the  House  of  Lords,  in  the 
year  1707,  that  in  1783,  when  the  bank 
experienced  a  drain  of  cash  which  alarm- 
ed them,  the  directors  took  a  bold  step 
and  refused  to  make  the  adrances  on  the 
loan  of  that  year.  This,  he  said,  answered 
the  purpose  of  making  a  temporary  ius- 
pension  in  the  amount  of  the  drain  of  their 
specie.  And  all  the  three  directors  who 
tiave  been  examined  before  your  Com- 
mittee, represent  some  restriction  of  the 
bank  issues  as  having  usually  taken  place 
at  those  periods  antecedent  to  the  «u«pen- 
aion  of  the  cash-  paymcmts  of  the  bank, 
when  tfiey  experienced  any  material  run. 
A  very  nrgent  demand  for  guineas,  though 
arising  not  from  the  high  price  of  g<Md 
and  the  state  ef  the/  exchange,  but  from  a 
fear  of  invasion,  occorrcd  in  1705,  and 
also  in  1707,  and  in  each  of  these  periods 
tke  bank  restrained  their  discounts,  and 
consequently  also  the  amount  of  their 
notes,  yery  mtich  below  the  demand  of 
the  merchants.  Your  Committee  question 
the  policy  of  thus  limiting  the  accommo- 
dation in  a  period  of  alarm,  unaccompa- 
nied with  ao  unftivourable  exchange  and 
high  price  of  bullion  ;  but  tbey  consider 
the  conduct  of  the  bank  at  the  two  last- 
mentioned  periods,  as  afibrding  ilhistra>- 
tion  of  their  general  disposition,  antece- 
dently to  1707,  to  contract  their  loans  and 
their  paper,  when  they  found  their  gold 
to  be  taken  from  them. 

It  was  a  necessary  consequence  of  the 
auspensienof  eash  payments,  to  exempt 
tfoe  bank  from  that  drain  of  gold,  which, 
in  former  times,  was  sure  to  result  from 
an  unfavourable  exchange  and  a  high 
price  of  bullion.  And  the  directors,  re- 
leased from  all  fears  of  such  a  drain,  and 
BO  linger  ioelitig  any  inconvenience  from 
anch  a  Mate  of  tbtnga,  have  not  been 
prompted  %<y  restore  the  exchanges  end 
the  price  of  gold  to  their  proper  level  by 
a  reduction  of  theiv  advances  and  issues. 
The  directors^  in  former  times,  did  not 
perhaps  perceive  and  acknowledge  the 
principle  more  distinctly  than  those  of  the 
pveaent  day,  but  they  felt  the  inconveni- 
ence, and  obeyed  its  impulse  ;  which 
praolically  established  a  check  and  limi- 
mtioR  to  the  issue  of  paper.  In  the  pre- 
sent times,  the  inconvenience  is  not  telt ; 
and  the  cbeck,  accordingly,  is  no  longer 
in  force.  But  your  -CoBHnitAee  beg  leave 
Id  report  it  to  the  House  as  their  most 
dear  of  inioD>  that  foituog  aa  the  auflpea- 


sion  of  cash  payments  if  pefMitfed  to 
sist,  the  price  of  g^ld    bullion  mtid    tbe 
general  course  of  exebange  with  Ibreizn 
countries^  taken  iWr  any  considerat>le  pe- 
riod'of  time,  form  the  best  geaersl  crree- 
rion   from  which  any  Infertoce  can  be 
drawn,  as  to  the  ramciency  or  cxc€^  of 
paper  currency  in  circulation ;     mnd   thzt 
the  Bank  of  England  cannot  safely  re^ru- 
late  the  amount  of  its  issues,  withoot  har* 
ing  reference  to  the  criterion  presented  by 
these  two  circumstances.     And  upon  a  re- 
view of  all  the  fiMts  and  reasonings  vrfaicb 
hove  already  been  stated,  your  Oomnaictee 
are  further  of  opinion,  that,  altbov^h  the 
commercial  state  of  this  country,  and  the 
political  state  of  the  continent,  may  have 
bad  some  influence  on  the  high  price  of 
gold  bullion  and  the  unfavourable  cootm 
of  exchange  with  foreign  countries,  this 
price,  and  this  depreciation,  are  also  to  be 
ascribed   to  the  want  of    a   permaneot 
check,  and  a  sufficient  limitation  of  the 
paper  currency  in  this  comuy. 

In  connection  with  the  general   aubjeet 
of  this  part  of  their  Report,  the  policy  af 
the    Bank    of '  Engianf    respecting   the 
amount  of  their  circulation,  your  Com- 
mittee have  now  to  call-  tlie  attention  of 
the  House  to  another  topic,   which  was 
brought  under  their  notice  hi  the  course 
of  their  enquiry,  and  which  in  their  jodg- 
ment,  demands  the  most  serious  (insider- 
ation.    The  Bank   directors,  as  well  as 
some  of  the  merchants  who  hare    been 
examined,  ahewed  a  great  anxiety  to  tute 
to  your   Committee    a    doctrine,  of  the 
truth  of  which  they  prolVssed  themselves 
to  be  most  thoroughly  oonrinoed,   that 
there  can  be  no  possible  excess  in  the  issue 
of  Bank  of  England  paper,  so  long  aa  the 
advances  in  which  it  is  issued  are  made 
upon   the    principles    whicli    at  present 
guide  the  conduct  of  the  directors,  tbst 
is,  so  long  as  the  discount  of  mercantile 
bills  are  confined  to  paper  of  undoubted 
solidity,  arising  out  of  real   commercisl 
transactions,  and  payable  at  short   and 
fixed  periods.    That  the  discounts  tboald 
be  made  only  upon  bills  growing  out  of 
real  commercial  transactions,  and  faHisg 
due  in  a  Bxed  and  short  period,  are  sooou 
and  well  established  principles.    But  fbat, 
while  tlie  Bank  is  rei>trained  from  paring 
in  specie,  there  need  be  no  otiMH'  limit  to 
the  i&sue  of  their  paper  than  what  is  hxed 
by  such  rules  uf  discount,  and  that  daiiug 
the  suspension  of  cash  payaieBis  the  dis* 
count  of  good  biNs  faHing  due  at  sboct 
purioda  cwaot  lead  to  any  esceti  ki  the 
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JMUPUBI  of  Bank  p«per  in  circiilatiop,  ap- 
f>eani  to  your  Comimctee  io  be  a  4octri<ie 
^wfhoUy  orroiieooB  in  principle,  and  pre^- 
Aant  With  4iangeiioufl  coiM«qu^ac«s  in 
^MTOCtice. 

Sot  t>efore  your  ComraiUee  .proceed  to 

9»»ke  such  obfervatiooH  upon  ibis  theory 

OS   it  9ppear$  to  thoni  to  deserve,  (bey 

.tbiok  it  right  to  shew  iVom  the  evidence, 

4o  what  extent  ii  is  entertained  by  some 

of  those  individahls  who  have  been  at  the 

Aead  <of  the  aiTairs  of  the  3ank.    The  opi- 

.Qipns  held  by  those  iadi^iduals  are  dikely 

-to  have  an  unportant  practical  iofluonce ; 

^nd  appeared  to  your  Gominittae^  nore- 

<yf€r,  the  best  eiridence  of  what  ba«  oon- 

iftttated  the  actual  policy  of  that  estabU»h- 

«iQcnt  HI  its  corporate  capacity. 

-  Mr.  Whitnore,  the  late  governor  of  the 
JBmlf » eaipressiy jtatea,  ''The Bank jae^rar 
*fonce  a  note  in  circulation,  and  .there  will 
rftot  ffemain  a  note  in  circalatien  more  than 
flhe  iminediate  wants  of  the  public  le- 
. quire;  for  no  hanker,  I  pMsuine»  will 
tii^p  a  larger  stock  of  Bank  notes  by  him 
Ihan  his  immediate  pavmenta  reauice»  as 
lie  can  at  all  times  procure  them.  The 
leaaon-here  assigned  is  nibre  particnlarly 
••xplained  by  Mr.  Whitmore,  when  he 
.aays,  ''The Bank  notas  would  revert  to 
-IIS  if  there  was  a  fedundancy  in  circula- 
•lion,  as  no  one  would  pay  interest  for  a 
Bank  note  that  he  did  not  want  to  mate 
-me  of."  Mr.  Whitmore  farther  states, 
"  The  criterion  by  which  I  jnd^  of  the 
.^xnct  proportion  to  be  maintauied  be- 
•Iwieen  the  ocoaaions  of  the  public,  and  the 
•issiaa  of  the  Bank,  ia  by  avoiding  as  much 
as  possible  to  diaconni  what  does  not  ap- 
pear 4o  4m  legitimate  mercantile  .paper.'^ 
And  further,  when  asked,  What  measure 
the  court  of  direotora  haa  to  judge  by, 
whether  tho  quantity  'of  Bank  notes  out 
in  oirottfartton  is  at  any  time  ezcesaive? 
Mr.  Whjtmove  atataa,  that  their  measure 
of  the  security  or  abundance  of  Bank 
ittotea  is  certainly  by  the  greater  or  less 
application  that  is  made  to  them  for  the 
4iaoonnt  of  good  paper. 

Mr.  Pearse,  late  deputy  governor,  and 
now  governor  of  the  Bank,  stated  very 
distinctly  his  concurrence  in  opinion  with 
Mr.  Whitmore  opon  this  particuhir  point, 
tie  referred  "  to  the  mapner  in  which 
Bank  nates  are  issued,  resulting  from  the 
applications  made  :for  discounta  to  supply 
the  necessary  want  of  Bank  notes,  by 
which  their  issue  in  amount  is  »o  con- 
trallcd  that  it  can  neirer  aoaoont  te  an 
."    He  considera  "the  amouiit  of 


the  Bank  notes  in.  circulation  as  being 
controlled  by  the  occasions  of  the  public, 
for  internal  purposes/'  and  that  "  frooi 
the  manner  in  which  the  issue  of  Bank 
notes  is  controlled,  the  public  will  never 
call  for  more  than  is  absolutely  necessary 
for  their  wants/' 

Anoiber  director  of  the  B^k»  Mr.  Hsmt- 
man,  being  asked.  If  he  thought  that  tiie 
sum  total  of  discounts  appli/ed  for,  even 
thoii^h  the  accommodation  aiTurded  should 
be  on  the  security  of  good  bills  to  aafe 
persona,  might  be  sucli  as  to  produce  some 
excess  in  the  quantity  of  tiie  Bank  issues 
if  fulLy  coQi^plied  with  ?  he  answered, 
"  I  think  if  we  discount  only  for  solid 
nersons,  and  such  paper  as  as  for  real 
bond  fide  transactions,  we  csomot  mate- 
rially orr/'  And  he  afterwards  states, 
that  what  he  ahould  consider  as  the  teipt 
of  a  aoperabundance  would  be,  "mona^ 
being  more  plentiful  in  the  market/' 

It  IS  material  to  observe,  that  both  Mr. 
Whitmore  and  Mr.  Pearse  state  that  "  the 
Bank  does  not  comply  with  the  whole  df- 
maad  upon  them  for  discounts,  and  that 
they  are  never  induced,  by  a  view  to 
their  own  profit,  to  push  their  issues  be- 
yond what  they  deem  consistent  with  ti^ 
public  interest." 

Another  very  important  part  of  tho 
evidence  of  these  gentlemen  upon  this 
points  is  contained  an  the  following  ex- 
tract: 

"  la  it  your  opinion  that  the  same  se- 
curity would  exist  against  any  excess  an 
liieiasues  of  the  bank,  if  the  rate  of  the  dia- 
count  were  reduced  from  5/.  to  iL  per 
cent  ?"  Answer^*—"  The  security  of  an 
excess  of  issue  would  be,  I  conceive,  pre- 
oiaely  the  same."  Mr.  Pcanc.-^^*^  I  con- 
cur in  that  answer.'' 

"  If  it  were  reduced  te  Si.  per  cent.  V* 
•—Mr.  Wkitmarc.  '«-I  conceive  ibeae 
would  be  no  difference  if  our  practice  re- 
mained the  aame  aa  now,  of  not  forcioga 
note  into  oirculatioo."  Mr.  PtatH.^^*  I 
concur  in  that  anawer." 

Your  Committee  cannot  help  again 
calling  the  atterition  of  the  House  te  the 
view  which  this  evidence  pceaenu,  of  the 
consequences  which  have  resulted  from 
the  peculiar  situation  in  which  the  B^nk  * 
of  EogVand  waa  placed  by  the  suspension 
of  cash  «paymenta.  So  long  <aa  the  paper 
of  the  Bank  was  contertible  inte.apecieat 
the  wfH  of  the  hokler,  it  waa  enough,  both 
for  the  safoty  of  the  Bank  and  for  the  poh* 
lie  intereat  in  whet  aegarded  its  eirculai^ 
iug  medium*  thafr  the  direetc^ra  ,nitedd^ 
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only  to  the  character  and  quality  of  the 
bills  discounted,  as  real  ones  and  payable 
at  fixed  and  short  periods.  They  could 
not  much  exceed  the  proper  bounds  in  re- 
spect of  the  quantity  and  amount  of  bills 
di^ounted,  so  as  thereby  to  produce  an 
excess  of  their  paper  in  circulation,  with- 
out quickly  finding  that  the  surplus  re- 
turned upon  themselyes  in  demand  for 
specie.  The  private  interest  of  the  Bank 
to  guard  themselves  against  a  continued 
demand  of  that  nature,  was  a  sufficient 
protection  for  the  public  against  any  such 
excess  of  Bank  paper,  as  would  occasion 
a  material  fall  in  the  relative  value  of  the 
circulating  medium.  The  restriction  of 
cash  payments,  as  has  already  been 
shewn,  having  rendered  the  same  preven- 
tive policy  no  longer  necessary  to  the 
Bank,  hasremoved  that  check  upon  its  issues 
which  was  the  public  security  against  afi 
excess.  When  the  Bank  directors  were 
no  longer  exposed  to  the  inconvenience 
of  a  drain  upon  them  for  gold,  they  natu- 
rally felt  that  they'*'had  no  such  inconve- 
nience to  guard  against  by  a  more  re* 
strained  system  of  discounts  and  advances ; 
and' it  was  very  natural  for  them  to  pur- 
sue as  before  (but  without  that  sort  of 
guaifd  and  limitation  which  was  now  be- 
come unnecessary  to  their  own  security) 
the  same  liberal  and  prudent  s^'stem  of 
commercial  advances  from  which  the 
prosperity  of  their  own  establishment  had 
'  resttlted,  as  well  as  in  a  great  degree  the 
commercial  prosperity  of  tlje  whole  coun-^ 
try.  It  was  natural  for  the  Bank  directors 
to  believe,  that  nothing  but  benefit  could 
accrue  to  the  public  at  large,  while  they 
-  saw  the  growth  of  Bank  profits  go  hand 
in  hand  with  the  accommodations  granted 
to  the  merchants.  It  was  hardly  to  be 
expected  of  the  directors  of  the  Bank, 
that  they  should  be  fully  aware  of  the 
consequences  that  might  result  from  their 
pursuing,  after  the  suspension  of  cash  pay- 
•  ments,  the  same  Bvstein  which  they  had 
found,  a  safe  one  before.  To  watch  the 
'  operation  of  so  new  a  law,  and  to  provide 
against  the  injury  which  might  result  from 
it  to  the  public  interests,  was  the  province, 
not  so  much  of  the  Bank  as  of  the  legis- 
'  lature  :  and,  in  the  opinion  of  your  Com- 
mittee, there  is  room  to  regret  that  this 
House  has  not  taken  earlier  notice  of  all 
the  consequences  of  that  law. 

By  f^r  the  most  important  of  those  con- 
sequences is,  that  while  the  convertibi- 
lity into  specie  no  longer  exists  as  a 
check  to  an  over  issue  of  paper,   the 
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Bank  directors  have  not  perceired   ^tm 
the  removal  of  that  check  rendered   it 
possible  that  such  an  excess   mi^bt  be 
issued  by  the  discount  of  perfectly  ^ood 
bills.    So  far  from  perceiving  thi»,  yoor 
Committee  have  shewn  that  they    main- 
tain  the  contrary  doctrine  with  the  otmeet 
confidence,  however  it  may  be  qoalifie^ 
occasionally  by  some  of  their  expressions. 
That  this   doctrine  is  a  very  fallacioas 
one,    your  Committee    cannot    entertain 
a  doubt.     The  fallacy,  upon   vvhich  it  h 
founded,  lies  in  not  distinguishing^    be- 
tween  an  advance  of  capital    to     mer- 
chants, and  an  addition  of  supply  of  cnir-   , 
rency  to  the  general  mass  of  circulating 
medium.     If  the  advance  of  capicml  only 
is  considered,  as  made  to  those  ivho  are 
ready  to  employ  it  in  judicioos  and  pr»* 
ductive  uudertakmgs,  it  is  evident  then 
need  be  no  other  limit  to  the  total  antioimt 
of  advances  than  what  the  m^ans  of  tbe 
lender,  and  his  prudence  in  the  seleclioa 
of  borrowers,  may  impose.     Bat   in  the 
present  situation  of  the  Bank,  entrusted 
as  it  is  with  the  function  of  supplying 
the    public    with    that   paper    correocy 
which  forms  the  basis  of  our  circn]ation» 
and  at  the  same  time  not  subjected  to 
the  liability  of  converting  the  paper  into 
specie,  every  advance  which   it   makes 
of  capital  to  the  merchants  in  the  shape 
of  discount,  becomes  an  addition  also  to 
the  mass  of  circulating  medium.     In  the 
first  instance,  when  the  advance  is  made 
by  notes  paid  in  discount  of  a  bill,  it  ir 
undoubtedly  so  much  capital,  so  much 
power  of  making  purchases,  placed  in 
the  hands  of  the  merchant  who  receives 
the  notes ;  and  if  those  hands  are  safe, 
the  operation  is  so  far,  and  in  this  its  first 
step,  useful  and  productive  to  the  public. 
But  as  soon  as  the  portion  of  circulating 
medium,  in  w.hich  the  advance  wis  thas 
made,  performs  in  the  hands  of  him  to 
whom^  it  was  advanced  this  its  first  ope- 
ration as  capital,  as  soon  as  the  notes  are 
exchanged  by  him  for  some  other  article 
which  is  capital,  they  fall  into  the  chinari 
of   circulation  as    so    much   circulating 
medium,  and    form  an  addition  to  the 
mass  of  currency.    The  necessary  eftct 
of  every  such  addition  to  the  mass  b  to 
diminiMi  the  relative  Talue  of  any  given 
portion   of  that  mass  in  exchange  for 
commodities.    If  the  addition  were  made 
by    notes    convertible  'into  specie,  this 
dimintition  of  the  relative  value  of  any 
given  portion  of  the  whole  mass  wooM 
speedily   bring   back   upon  the  Bsakj 
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which  iisued  the  notes^  as  machtswas 
excesftife.  But  if  by  law  they  are  not  so 
conyertib)^  of  course  this  excess  will  not 
be  brought  back«  but  will  remain  in  the 
channel  of  circulation,  until  paid  in  again 
to  ihe  Bank  itself  in  discharge  of.  the 
bills  which  were  originally  discounted. 
Doring  the  whole  time  they  temain  out* 
they  perform  all  the  functions  of  circu- 
lating medium  ;  and  before  tbtty  come  to 
bo  paid  in  discharge  of  those  bills,  they 
have  already  been  followed  by  a  new 
issue  of  notes  in  a  similar  operation  of  dis- 
counting. Each  successive  advance  re- 
peats the  same  process.  If  t}ie  whole 
sum  of  discounts  continues  outstanding  at 
a  given  amount,  there  will  remain  per- 
manently out  in  circulation  a  correspond- 
ing amount  of  paper ;  and  if  the  amount 
of  discounts  is  progressively  increasing, 
the  amount  of  paper,  which  remains  out 
ip  circulation  over  and  above  what  is 
otherwise  wanted  for  the  occasions  of  the 
public,  will  progressively  increase  also, 
and  the  money  prices  of  commodities  will 
progressively  rise.  This  progress  may 
be  as  indefinite,  as  the  range  of  specula- 
tion and  adventure  in  a  great  commercial 
country. 

It  is  necessary  to  observe,  that  the  law, 
which  in  this  country  limits  the  rate  of 
interest,  and  of  course  the  rate  at  which 
the  Bank  can  legally  discount,  exposes 
the  Bank  to  still  more  extensive  demands 
for  commercial  discounts.  While  the 
rate  of  commercial  profit  is  very  conside- 
rably higher  than  five  per  cent,  as  it  has 
lately  been  in  many  branches  of  our  fo- 
reign trade,  there  is  in  fact  no  limit  to 
the  demands  which  merchants  of  perfect- 
ly good  capital,  and  of  the  most  prudent 
spirit  of  enterprise,  may  be  tempted  to 
make  upon  the  Bank  for  accommodation 
and  facilities  bv  discount.  Nor  can  any 
argument  or  illustration  place  in  a  more 
striking  point  of  view  the  extent  to  which 
such  of  the  Bank  directors,  as  were  exa- 
mined before  the  Committee,  seem  to 
have  in  theory  embraced  that  doctrine 
upon  which  your  Committee  have  made 
these  observations,  as  well  as  the  practical 
consequences  to  which  that  doctrine  may 
lead  in  periods  of  a  high  spirit  of  com- 
mercial adventure,  than  the  opinion 
which  Mr.  Whitmore  and  Mr.  Pearse 
have  delivered ;  that  the  same  complete 
security  to  the  nublic  against  any  excess 
in  the  issues  of  \h€  Bank  would  exist  if 
the  rate  of  discount  were  reduced  from 
five  to  four,  or  even  to  three  per  cent. 
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From  the  evic^nce,  however,  of  the  late 
jrovernor  and  deputy  governor  of  the  Bank, 
It  appears,  that  though  they  state  the 
principle  broadly  that  there  can  be  no 
excess  of  their  circulation  if  issued  ac- 
cording to  their  rules  of  discount,  yet  they . 
disclaim  the  idea  of  acting  up  to  it  in  its 
whole  extent ;  though  they  ^stated  the  ap- 
plications for  the  discount  of  legitimate 
bills  to  be  their  sole  criterion  of  abun- 
dance or  scarcity,  they  gave  your  Com- 
mittee to  understand,  that  they  do  not 
discount  to  the  full  extent  of  such  applica« 
tions.  In  other  wqrds,  the  directors  do 
not  act  up  to  the  principle  which  they 
reprtsei^t  as  one  perfectly  sound  and  safe, 
and  must  be  considered,  therefore,  as  pos- 
sessing no  distinct  and  certain  rule  to 
guide  their  discretion  in  controlling  the 
amount  of  their  circulation. 

The  suspension  of  cash  payments  has 
had  the  effect  of  committing  into  the 
hands  of  the  directors  of  the  Bank  of 
England,  to  be  exercised  by  their  sole 
discretion,  the  important  charge  of  sop* 
plying  the  country  with  that  quantity  of 
circulating  medium  which  is  exactly  pro- 
portioned to  the  wants  and  occasions  of 
the  public.  In  the  judgment  of  the  Com- 
mittee, that  is  a  trust,  which  it  is  unrea- 
sonable to  expect  that  the  directors  of  the 
Bank  of  Engfand  should  ever  be  able  to 
discharge.  The  most  detailed  knowledge 
of  the  actual  trade  of  the  country,  com- 
bined with  the  profound  science  in  all  the 
principles  of  money  and  circulation, 
would  not  enable  any  man  or  set  of  men 
to  adjust,  and  keep  always  adjusted,  the 
right  proportion  of  circulating  medium  in 
a  country  to  the  wants  of  trade.  When 
the  currency  consists  entirely  of  the  pre- 
cious metals,  or  of  paper  convertible  at  will 
into  the  precious  metals,  the  natural  pro- 
cess of  commerce,  by  establishing  ex- 
changes among  all  the  different  countries 
of  the  world,  adjusts,  in  every  particular 
country,  the  proportion  of  circulating  me- 
dium to  its  actual  occasions,  according  to 
that  supply  of  the  precious  metals  which 
the  mines  furnish  to  the  general  market  of 
the  world.  The  proportion,  which  is  thus 
adjusted  and  maintained  by  the  natural 
operation  of  commerce,  cannot  be  adjusted 
by  any  human  wisdom  or  skill.  If  the 
natural  system  of  currency  and  circula- 
tion be  abandoned,  and  a  discretionary 
issue  of  paper  money  substituted  in  its 
stead,  it  is  vain  to  think  that  any  rules 
can  be  devised  for  the  exact  exercise  of 
such  a  diicrction;  though  some  cautions 
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may  be  pmnt«d  oat  to  ch^ck  and  eoDtrot 
it$  consequences,  sach  as  are  ^ndictted  by 
the  efiect  of  an  excessive  issue  upon  ex- 
changes and  the  price  of  gold.  The  di- 
rectors of  the  Bank  of  £ngland>  in  the 
judgment  of  your  Coomiittee,  have  eiier- 
cised  the  new  and  extraordinary  discre- 
tion reposed  in  them  since  17D7,  with  an 
ifitegrity  and  a  regard  to  Che  public  in- 
terest, according  to  their  conceptions  of  it, 
and  indeed  a  degree  of  forbearance  in 
tarning  it  less  to  the  profit  of  the  Bank 
than  it  would  easily  have  admitted  of, 
that  merit  the  continuance  of  that  con- 
fidence which  the  public  has  so  long  and 
so  justly  felt  in  the  integrity  with  which 
its  afiairs  are  directed,  as  well  as  in  the 
unskaken  stability  and  ample  funds  of 
that  great  establishment.  That  their  re- 
cent policy  rnvohes  great  practical 
errors,  which  it  is  of  the  utmost  public  im- 
portance to  correct,  your  Committee  are 
fully  convinced ;  but  those  errors  are  less 
to  be  imputed  to  the  Bank  directors,  than 
to  be  stated  as  (he  eHect  of  a  new  system, 
of  which,  howerer  it  originated,  or  wa* 
rendered  necessary  as  a  temporary  expe- 
dient, it  might  have  been  well  if  parlia- 
ment had  sooner  taken  into  view  all  the 
consequences.  When  ydur  Committee 
consider  that  this  discretionary  power,  of 
stipplying  the  kingdom  with  circulating 
medium,  has  b^en  exercised  under  an 
opinion  that  the  paper  could  not  be  issued 
to  excess  if  advanced  in  discounts  to  mer- 
chants in  good  bills  payable  at  stated  pe- 
rlods,  and  likewise  under  an  opinion  that 
neither  the  price  of  bullion  nor  the 
course  of  exchanges  need  be  adverted  to, 
as  affording  any  indication  with  respect 
to  the  snfBciency  or  excess  of  snch  paper, 
your  Committee  cannot  hesitate  to  say, 
that  these  opinions  of  the  Bank  must  be 
regarded  as  in  a  great  measure^  the  ope- 
rtixHe  cause  of  the  continuance  of  the 
present  stilte  of  things. 

IV. 
Your  Committee  will  now  proceed  to 
state  from  the  infbnnation  which  has 
becen  laid  before  them,  what  appears  to 
hare  been  the  progressive  increase,  and 
t6  be  the  present  amount  of  the  paper  cir- 
culation of  this  country,  consisting  pri- 
marily of  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land not  at  present  convertible  into 
sped«( ; .  and,  in  a  secondary  manner,  of 
the  notes  of  the  country  bankers  which 
are  convertible,  ti  the  option  of  the 
holder,  into  Bimk  of  England  paper. 
Afler  having  staled  the  amount  of  Bank 


ofEngl^m)  papep^  yoni' 
explain  the  reason*  which  iaduce  tfaen  t9 
think  that  the  omnerietfl  atnoaol  of  that 
paper  ia  not  alone  to  be  considered  n 
decisive  of  the  quesdon  a«  to  its  excesi: 
and  before  stating*  the  flrmount  of  coen- 
try  Bank  paper,  ao  fkr  as  that  can  be 
aseorCained,  your  Committee  wilt  explin 
their  reasons  for  thinkm^,  that  the  amuoot 
of  the  country  Bank  circoladoir  is  limited 
by  the  amount  of  tiiac  of  th^  Bank  of 
England. 

1 .  It  appears  front  the  acoottntt  laid  !»• 
fore  the  Committees  upon  the  Bank  affinrt 
in  17i>7,  that  for  several  years  prefiom  U> 
the  year  1796,  the  average  amount  of 
Bank  Notes  in  circulation  was  beiweai 
10,000,000/.  and  11,000,000/.  hardly  crer 
falling  below  9,000,000/.  and  not  ofics 
exceeding  to  any  great  amount  I  l,000,OOOL 

The  following  abstract  of  the  several 
accounts  referred  to  your  Committee,  or 
ordered  by  your  Committee  from  the 
Bank,  will  shew  the  progressive  tncresse 
of  the  Notes  from  the  year  179S  to  the 
end  of  the  last  year. 

Average  amount  of  Bank  of  EngbiK' 
Notes  in  circulation  in  each  ol  tbc 
following  years : 


Noteflof£.5,  and 
BiDk  ?on  fiilb. 


iroicv 
under  /•  i» 


TQUL 


1798 11,527,250  1,807.5W  13.3U'J- 

1799 12,408,522  1,<>53,805  l^^O^^.^^ 

1800  i 13.598,666  2,243,266  1S,84I,9^ 

1801  13.454,367  2,7i5,l»«  lSM9,m 

1802 13,917.977  3,136,477  17,054.*'^ 

1803 12,983,477  3,864.045  ^^^^p!i 

1804 12,621,348  4,725,672  n.^*^^^ 

1805 12,697,352  4,544,580  lM*>.;^ 

1S06 12,8H.t70  4.291.230  ^'^^'fr^ 

1807 13,221,988  4,183,013  IVO*'^! 

1808 13,402,160  4,132,420  ^'f^^^^ 

1809 14,133,615  4,868,275  l9,00l,S?o 

Taking  from  the  acconnU  the  last  half 
of  the  year  'l  809,  the  average  nill  be 
found  higher  than  for  the  whole  ye w» «"° 
amounts  to  1 9,880,3 1 0. 

The  accounts  in  the  Appendix  gi^^ 
very  detailed  returns  for  the  first  fiwj 
months  of  the  present  year,  dOfrn  to  toe 
12th  May,  from  which  it  will  be  loow 
that  the  amount  wa?  then  increasiogi^' 
ticularly  in  the  smaller  Notes.  The  whole 
amount  of  Bank  Notes  in  circufatien,  et' 
elusive'  of  9S9MOi.  of  Bank  P««  9t«i 
will  be  found  on  the  average  of  the  two 
Returns  for  the  Mh  and  1 2th  M^y  J**'*^ 
be  14,136,610/.  in  Notes  of  5/.  wi^K 
wards,  and  6,173,380/.  In  Notei  wAfr 
making  the  sum  of  2O,3O9«090i  m  ^' 
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4})adittg  tbtf  fiank  F^wt  Billt,  tlie  idiii  of 

21,249,9801. 

By  Im*  tic  iBMl  cwMi^erable  part  •f 
ibis  terMM  iiaae  171^,  k  is  to  ba  ob- 
•«rftd>^  litf  lM«ii  in  tbe  article  af  small 
asptes/  part  of  which  mtnt  he  consMered  as 
hming  been  iutrodticed  to  lopply  the  place 
of  the  specie  which  was  deikient  at  the 
peried  of  the  suspension  of  cash  payments. 
H  appears  howerer  that  the  first  sopply  of 
small  notes,  which  was  thrown  into  circa- 
laitton  aAer  that  event,  was  tery  small  in 
oenparisoa  of  their  present  amoant ;  a 
large  augmentation  of  them  appears  to 
ha^  taken  place  from  the  ena  of  the 
year  1799  to  that  of  the  year  1802;  and 
»  very  rapid  mcrease  has  also  taken  place 
since  the  month  of  May  tn  the  last  year  to 
the  present  time;  the  augmentation  of 
these  small  notes  from  1st  May  1809  to 
the  Mk  of  May  1610,  being  from  the  sum 
of  4,M)9,1'70/.  to  the  ^om  of  6,101,020/. 

The  notes  of  the  Bank  of  England  are 
principally  issued  in  advances  to  Govern- 
netit  fur  tbe  public  senrice,  and  in  ad* 
Tances  to  the  merchants  upon  the  discount 
of  their  bills. 

Your  Committee  have  bad  an  account 
laid  before  them;  of  adrances  made  by  (he 
Bank  to  Ooyemment  on  land  and  ma1t« 
Exchequer  Bills,  and  other  securities^  in 
etery  year  since  the  suspension  of  cash 
payments;  from  which,  as  compared  with 
the  accocmts  laid  before  the  Committees  of 
1797,  and  which  were  then  carried  back 
for  20  years,  it  will  appear  that  the  yearly 
advances  of  the  Bank  to  Goremment  have 
upon  an  ayerage,  since  the  suspension, 
been  considerably  lower  in  amount  than 
the  average  amount  of  advances  prior  to 
that  event,  and  the  amount  of  those  ad- 
vances in  the  two  last  years,  though 
greater  in  amount  than  those  of  some  years 
immediately  preceding,  is  less  than  it  was 
Ibr  any  of  the  six  years  preceding  the  re* 
striction  of  cash  payments. 

With  respect  to  the  amount  of  commer- 
cial discounts,  your  Committee  did  not 
think  it  proper  to  require  from  tbe  Direc- 
tors of  the  Bank  a  disclosure  of  their  ab- 
solute amount,  being  a  part  of  their  pri- 
vate transactions  as  a  comroi^rciat  Com- 
pany, of  which,  without  urgent  rea^n,  it 
did  not  seem  right  to  dem-and  a  disclosure. 
The  late  Oovernor  and  Deputy  Governor 
however,  at  the  desire  of  your  Committee, 
fmnished  a  comparative  scale,  in  progres* 
siVe  numbers,  shewing  the  increase  of  the 
amount  of  their  discounts  from  the  year 
1790 10  1809,  both  iiiclante.    They  made 


a  rsqeest,  with  which  yotir  Committee 
have  thought  it  proper  to  cenrpfy,  that 
thb  docnment  night  not  be  made  public ; 
the  Committee  therefore  have  not  placed 
it  in  the  Appendix  to  the'  present  Report, 
bnt  have  returned  it  to  tbe  Bank.  Your 
Committee  however  have  to  state  in  gene- 
ral terms,  that  the  amount  of  discounts  has 
been  progressively  increasing  since  the 
year  J790 ;  and  that  their  amount  in  the 
last  year  (1809}  bears  a  very  high  propor- 
tion to  their  largest  atnount  in  any  year 
preceding  1797.  Upon  this  particular 
subject,  your  Committee  are  only  anxi- 
ous to  remark,  that  the  largest  amount  of 
mercantile  discounts  by  the  Bank,  if  it 
could  be  considered  by  itself,  ought  never, 
in  their  judgment,  to  be  regarded  as  any 
other  than  a  great  public  benefit ;  and  that 
it  IS  only  the  excess  of  paper  corrency 
thereby  issued,  and  kept  out  in  circula- 
tion, which  is  to  be  considerei!  as  the  evil. 
But  your  Committee  must  not  omit  to 
state  one  very  important  principle,  that 
the  mere  numerical  return  of  tbe  amount 
of  Bank  notes  out  in  circulation,  cannot  be 
considered  as  at  all  deciding  the  question 
whether  such  paper  is  or  is  not  excessive. 
It  is  necessary  to  have  recourse  to  other 
tests.  The  same  amount  of  paper  may  at 
one  time  be  less  than  enough,  and  at  ano- 
ther time  more.  The  quantity  of  curren- 
cy required  will  vary  in  some  degree  with 
the  extent  of  trade ;  and  the  increase  of 
our  trade,  which  has  taken  place  since  the 
suspension,  must  have  occasioned  some 
increase  in  the  quantity  of  our  currency. 
But  the  quantity  of  currency  bears  no 
fixed  proportion  to  the  quantity  of  commo- 
dities; and  any  inferences  proceeding 
upon  such  a  supposition  would  be  entirely 
erroneous.  The  effective  currency  of  the 
country  depends  upon  the  quickne^  of 
circulation,  and  the  number  of  exchanges 
performed  in  a  given  time,  as  well  as  upon 
Its  numerical  amount ;  and  all  the  cir- 
cumstances, wliich  have  a  tendency  to 
quicken  or  (o  retard  the  rate  of  circula- 
tion, render  the  same  amount  of  currency 
more  or  less  adequate  to  the  wants  of 
trade.  A  much  smaller  amount  is  re- 
quired in  a  high  state  of  public  credit, 
than  when  alarms  make  individuals  call 
in  their  advances,  and  provide  against  ac- 
cidents by  hoarding ;  and  in  a  period  of 
commercial  security  and  private  confi- 
dence, than  when  mutual  distrust  dis- 
courages pecuniary  arrangements  for  any. 
distant  time.  Bat,  above  all,  the  same 
amomit  of  currency  will  be  more  or  less 
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Bdequate*  in  proportion  to  the  skill  which 
the  great  money  ^-dealers- possess  in  manag- 
ing and  economising  the  use  of  the  circu- 
lating medium.  Your  Committee  are  of 
opinion,  that  the  improvements  which 
have  taken  place  of  late  years  in  this  couo* 
try,  and  particularly  in  the  district  of  Lon- 
don, with  regard  to  the  use  and  economy 
of  money  among  bankers,  and  in  the  mode 
of  adjusting  commercial  payments,  must 
have  had  a  ipuch  greater  effect  than  has 
hitherto  been  ascribed  to  them,  in  render- 
ing the  same  sum  adequate  to  a  much 
greater  amount  of  trade  and  payments 
than  formerly.  Some  of  those  improve- 
ments will  be  found  detailed  in  the  evi- 
dence :  they  consist  principally  in  the  in- 
creased use  of  bankers  drafts  in  the  com- 
mon payments  of  London;  the  contri- 
vance of  bringing  all  such  drafts  daily  to  a 
common  receptacle,  where  tbev  are  ba- 
lanced against  each  other ;  the  inter- 
mediate agency  of  bill-brokers ;  and  se- 
veral other  changes  in  the  practice  of 
London  bankers,  are  to  the  same  effect,  of 
rendering  it  unnecessary  for  them  to  keep 
so  large  a  deposit  of  money  as  formerly. 
Within  the  London  district,  it  would  cer- 
tainly appear,  that  a  smaller  sum  of 
money  is  required  than  formerly,  to  per- 
form the  same  number  of  exchanges  and 
amount  of  payments,  if  the  rate  of  prices 
had  remained  the  same.  It  is  material 
also  to  observe,  that  both  the  policy  of  the 
Bank  of  England  itself,  and  the  competi- 
don  of  the  country  bank  paper,  have 
tended  to  compress  the  paper  of  the  Bank 
of  England,  more  and  more,  within  Lon* 
don  and  the  adjacent  district.  All  these 
circumstances  must  have  co-operated  to 
render  a  smaller  augmentation  of  Bank  of 
England  paper  necessary  to  supply  the 
demands  of  our  increased  trade  than  might 
otherwise  hav6  been  required ;  and  shew 
how  impossible  it  is,  from  the  numerical 
amount  alone  of  that  paper,  to  pronounce 
whether  itJs  excessive  or  not :  a  more  sure 
criterion  must  be  resorted  to  ;  and  such  a 
criterion,  your  Committee  have  already 
shewn,  is  only  to  be  found  in  the  state  of 
tlie  exchanges,  and  the  price  of  Gold 
Bullion. 

The  particular  circumstances  of  the  two 
years  which  are  so  remarkable  in  the  re- 
cent history  of  our  circulation,  1793  and 
1797,  throw  great  light  upon  the  principle 
which  your  Committee  have  last  stated. 

In  the  year  1793,  the  distress  was  occa- 
sioned  by  a  failure  of  confidence  in  the 
country  circulation,  and  a  consequent  pres- 


sure upon  that  of  London.     The  Bftak  of 
England  did  not  tbin^  it  advnable  to  en- 
large their  issues  to  meet  tbia  iacreaaed 
demand,  and  their  noteSi  previously  wmed. 
circulating  less  freely  in  coosequence  of 
the  alarm  that  prevailed,  proved   UMoffi- 
cient  for  the  necessary  payn&enla.      In 
thia  crisis,  parliament  applied  a  reaoiedy, 
very  similar,  in  its  efiect,  to  an  eelargb- 
ment  of  the  advances  and  tasues  of  the 
Bank ;  a  loan  of  excheqner  bills  was  an* 
tborized  to  be  made  to  as  many  mercas- 
tile  persons,  giving  good  security^  as  sbouM 
apply  for  them ;  and  the  confidence  whick 
this  measure  diffused,  as  well  as  the  m* 
creased  means  which  it  a£R>rd<Mi  of  obtain- 
ing Bank  notes  through  the  sale  of  the 
exchequer  bills,  speedily  relieved  the  di*- 
tress  both  of  London  and  of  the  coanrry. 
Without  offering  an  opinion  upon  the  ex- 
pjftdiency  of  the  particular  mode  in  which 
this  operation  was  effected,  your  Commit- 
tee think  it  an  important  illustration  of  the 
principle,  that  an  enlarged  accommodation 
is  the  true  remedy  for  that  occasional 
failure  of  confidence  in  the  country  dis- 
tricts, to  which  our  system  of  paper  credit 
is  unavoidably  exposed. 

The  circumstances  which  occurred  in 
the  beginning  of  the  year    1797»   were 
very  similar  to  those  of  1793^ — an  alarm 
of  invasiopf  a  run  upon  the  country  Banks 
for  gold,  the  failure  of  some  of  them,  and 
a  run  upon  the  Bank  of  England,  forming 
a  crisis  like  that  of  1793,  for  which  per- 
haps, an  effectual  remedy  might  have  been 
provided,  if  the  Bank  of  England  had  had 
courage  to  extend  instead  of  restricting  its 
accommodations  and  issue  of  notes.    Some 
few  persons,  it  appears  from  the  Heport  of 
the  Secret  Committee  of  the  Lords,  were  of 
this  opinion  at  the  time ;  and  the  late  go- 
vernor and  deputy  governor  of  the  Buk 
stated  to  your  Committee,  that  they,  and 
many  of  the  directors,  are  now  satisfied 
from  the  experience  of  the  year  1797,  that 
the  diminution  of  their  notes  in  that  emer- 
gency increased  the  public  distress:  an 
opinion  in  the  correctness  o(  which  your 
Committee  entirely  concur. 

It  Appears  to  your  Committee*  that  the 
experience  of  the  Bank  of  .England  in  the 
years  1793  and  1797,  contrasted  with  the 
facts  which  have  been  stated  in  the  pre- 
sent report^  suggests  a  distinction  most 
important  to  be  kept  in  view,  between 
that  demand  upon  the  Bank  for  gold  for 
the  supply  of  the  domestic  channels  of 
circulation,  sometimes  a  very  great  and 
sudden  one,  which  is  occasioned  by  a 
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temporary  fiiilure  of  confidence^  and  that 
drain  upon  the  Banl^for  gold  which  grows 
out  of  an  unfavoarable  state  of  the  foreign 
exchanges.    The  former,  while  the  Bank 
maintains  its  high  credit,  seems  likely  to 
lie  best  relieved  by  a  judicious  increase  of 
accomodation  to  the  country  :  the  latter, 
so  long  as  the  Bank  does  not  pay  in  specie, 
oaght  to  suggest  to  the  directors  a  ques- 
tion, whether  their  issues  may  not  be  al- 
i^ady  too  abundant. 

Your  Committee  have  much  satisfaction 
4n    thinking,  that  the  directors  are  per- 
fectly aware  that  they  roav  err  by  a  too 
•canty  supply  in  a  penod  of  stagnant  cre- 
dit.    And  your  Committee  are  clearly  of 
opinion,  that  although  it  ought  to  be  the 
general  policy  of  the  Bank  directors  to 
diminish  their  paper  in  the  event  of  the 
long  continuance  of  a  high  price  of  bul- 
lion and  a  very  unfavourable  exchange, 
yet  it  is  essential  to  the  commercial  inte- 
reats  of  this  country,  and  to  the  general 
fulfilment  of  those   mercantile   engage- 
ments which  a  free  issue  of  paper  may 
have  occasioned,  that  the  accustomed  de- 
gree of  accommodation  to  the  merchants 
ahoald  not  be  suddenly  and  materially,  re- 
duced ;  a^d  that  if  any  general  and  seri- 
ous difficulty  or  apprehension  on  this  sub- 
ject should  arise,  it  may,  in  the  judgment 
of  your  Committee,  be  counteracted  with- 
out danger,  and  with  advantage  to  the 
public,  by  a  liberality  in  the  issue  of  Bank 
of  England  paper  proportioned  to  the  ur- 
gency of  the  particular  occasion.     Under 
auch  circumstances,  it  belongs  to  the  Bank 
to  take  likewise  into  their  own  consider- 
ation, how  far  it  may   be   practicable, 
consistently  with  a  due  regard  to  the  im- 
mediate interests  of  the   public  service, 
raCher  to  reduce  their  paper  by  a  gradual 
reduction  of  their   advances  to  govern- 
ment, than  by  too  suddenly  abridging  the 
discoonti  to  tne  merchants. 

2.  Before  your  Committee  proceed  to 
detail  what  they  have  collected  with  re- 
spect to  the  amount  of  country  Bank 
paper,  they  must  observe,  that  so  long  as 
the  cash  payments  of  the  Bank  are  sns- 
peniled,  tne  whole  paper  of  the  country 
bankers  is  a  superstructure  raised  upon 
'  the  foundation  of  the  paper  of  the  Bank 
of  England.  The  same  check,  which  the 
convertibility  into  specie,  under  a  better 
system,  provides  agatnst  the  czcesaof  any 
part  of  the  paper  circulation,  is,  during 
the  present  system,  provided  against  an 
excess  of  country  Bank  paper«  by  its  con- 
vertibility iato  Pimk  of  England  paper. 


If  aa  excess  of  paper  be  issued  in  a  conn- 
try  district,  while -the  London  circulation 
does  not  exceed  its  due  proportion,  there 
will  be  a  Itical  rise  of  prices  in  that  coun- 
try district,  but  prices  in  London  will  re- 
main as  before.  Those  who  have  the 
country  paper  in  their  hands  will  prefer 
buying  in  London  where  things  are 
cheaper,  and  will  ther^^fore  return  that 
country  paper  upon  the  banker  who  issued 
it,  and  will  demand  firom  him  Bank  of 
England  notes  or  bills  upon  London ;  and 
thus,  the  excess  of  country  paper  being 
continually  returned  upon  the  issuers  for 
Bank  of  England  paper,  the  quantity  of 
th^  latter  necessarily  and  effectually  limits 
the  quantity  of  the  former.  This  is  illos* 
trated  by  the  account  which  has  been  al- 
ready civen  of  the  excess,  and  subsequent 
limitation,  of  the  paper  of  the  Scotch 
Banks,  about  the  year  1763.  If  the  Bank 
of  England  paper  itself  should  at  any  time^ 
during  the  suspension  of  cash  payments, 
be  issued  to  excess,  a  correspondmg  ax- 
cess  may  be  issued  of  country  Bank  paper 
which  will  not  be  checked;  the  founda- 
tion being  enlarged,  the  superstructure  ad- 
mits of  a  proportionate  extension.  And 
thus,  under  such  a  system,  the  excess  of 
Bank  of  England  paper  will  produce  ita 
effect  upon  prices  not  merely  in  the  ratio 
of  its  own  increase,  but  in  a  much  higher 
proportion. 

It  has  not  been  in  the  power  of  your 
Committee  to  obtain  such  information  aa 
might  enable  them  to  state,  with  any 
thing  like  accuracy,  the  amount  of  coun- 
try Bank  paper  in  circulation.  But  they 
are  led  to  infer  from  all  the  evidence  they 
have  been  able  to  procure  on  this  subject 
not  only  that  a  great  number  of  new  coun- 
try Banks  has  been  established  within 
these  last  two  years,  but  also  that  the 
amount  of  issues  of  those  which  are  of  an 
older  standing  has  in  general  been  rery 
considerably  increased:  whilst  on  the 
other  hand,  the  high  state  of  mercantile 
and  public  credit,  the  proportionate  fa- 
cility of  converting  at  short  notice  all 
public  and  commercial  securities  into  Bank 
of  England  paper,  joined  to  the  preference 
generally  given  within  the  limits  of  its 
own  circulation  to  the  paper  of  a  well* 
established  country  Bank  over  that  of  the 
Bank  of  England,  nave  probably  not  ren* 
dered  it  necenary  for  them  to  keep  any 
large  permanent  deposito  of  Bank  of  Bng- 
Jand  paper  in  their  hands.  And  it  seems 
reasonable  to  believe,  that  the  total  amount 
of  the  unproductive  stock  of  all  the  coua* 
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try  Banks,  coDsiBttRg  of  specie  and  Bank 
«f  England  paper,  is  much  leup  at  thil 
pei'iod,  under  a  circulation  rast) y  increased 
m  extent,  than  it  was  before  ike  restric- 
tion of  1797.  The  temptation  to  eatablish 
country  Banks,  and  issue  promisfiory  notes, 
has  theiefore  greatly  increased.  Some 
conjeciore  as  to  the  probable  total  amount 
of  those  issues,  or  at  least  as  to  their  recent 
increase,  may  be  formed,  as  your  Com- 
mittee conceive,  from  the  amomit  of  the 
duties  paid  for  stamps  on  the  reissuable 
notes  of  country  Banks  tn  Great  Britain. 
^The  total  amomit  of  these  duties  for  the 
year  ended  on  the  1 0th  of  October  180M, 
ttppears  to  hare  been  6(>,.522/,  1 5$,  Sd,  and 
-for  the  year  ended  on  the  lOtb  of  October 
1«09, 175,129/.  17«.  7d.  It  mu8t,feowerer, 
ht  observed ,  that  on  the  lOth  of  October 
1808,  these  duties  experienced  an  aiie- 
fnenrtation  somewhat  exceeding  one-third; 
and  that  some  regulations  were  made,  im- 
posing limitations  with  respect  to  the  re- 
issue of  all  notes  not  exceeding  2/.  29.,  the 
effect  of  which  has  been  to  produce  a 
mucli  more  than  ordinary  demand  for 
-stamps  or  notes  of  this  denomination  within 
the  year  1809.  Owing  to  this  circum- 
stance, h  appears  impessibler  to  ascertain 
what  may  have  iSeen  the  real  increase  in 
the  cir'ciilatton  of  the  notes,  not  exteeding 
2/.  Qs.,  within  «he  iaM  year;  but  with 
respect  to  the  notes  of  a  higher  y&lne,  no 
•Iteration  having  been  inade  in  the  law  as 
to  their  re-issue,  the  following  comparison 
affords  the  best  statement  that  can  be  col- 
lected from  the  documents  before  the 
"Committee,  pf  the  addition  made  in  the 
year  1809  to  the  numl)er  of  those  notes. 

Number  of  Country  Bank  Notes  exceed- 
ing 2/.  23.  each,  stamped  in  the  years 
ended  the  10th  of  October  1808,  and 
10th  of  October  IS09,  respeclively. 

1808.  1809. 

No.  No. 

'Exceeding  £.^  2,  and  not  csc- 

o>Be^ng£,S5   6«,071      922,073 

fisceoding  £.5  5,  md  not  ex- 
CMdivg^-flO   198,473      380,006 

dxoaeduig  ^.20,  and  not  ex- 
ceeding jf. 30   2,425 

'Exoeedmi;  £:30,  ami  not  ex- 

ceadiog  £.50  '. €74 

SMtedhig  £.50,  and  ntt  ex- 
^epdiag <f.lOO  2,611 


Assuming  that  the  ndtes  in  the  two 
4ir«t  of  these  ckwses  were  all  issued  for  the 
lowest  denomination  to  which  the  duties 
respectively  atta(;h,  and  sach  as  are  most 
commonly  met  with  in  the  circulation  of 
oountry  paper,  vis.iiol^iof  5/.  and  10/. 


[althongh  «b  tha  second  cia« 
considaraible  number  of  90L'J 
omitting  ahogather  from  the 
the  notes  af  the  three  lasl  classes, 
of  which  yoor  Comnittee 
in  fact  confined  to  the  charfteroii  .TJaMlri  U 
.Scotland,  the  resalt  woo  Id  ba«  ihat,  codu- 
sive  of  any  increase  in  thaaoflsberof  oots 
under  ^.  2s.  the  amount  of  c:o«oiry  jbask 
paper  stamped  in  i^e  year  ended  tbe  lOch 
of  October  1 809,  has  excaedad  tliat  of  the 
year  ended  oa  she  tOth  of  October  J  60^, 
in  the  sum  of  3,O05,3«Of.     Y^mr  Co«- 
mitttee  can  form  no  positive  coftfectare  as 
to  the  anaant  of  counUy  bank  paper  csi»> 
oeiied  and  wtthdrawa  from  circulaUoo  is 
the  course  of  the  last  year.     But  ransakr 
ing  that  it  is  the  interest  and  practice  of 
the  country  bankers  to  use  she  sanneaots* 
as  long  as  passible  ;  that,  as  %he   law  aav 
stands,  there  is  na  Hmitation  of  time  to  the 
re-issuing  of  those  aat  excsedin^  QL  2r.  ; 
aad  that  all  above  that  amoont  are  le- 
issnaUe  for  thsee  years  from  the  date  of 
their  first  isseing ;  it  appears  difficok  to 
auppoae  that  the  amount  of  aol^s  akon 
2L  2s.  cancelled  tn  IIKH),  could  be  e^aal 
to  the  adiole  amoont  stamped  in  IH0$: 
but  even  ufson    that  sapjpositioa*   tbece 
would  still  be  an  increase  tor  IDOO  in  tbe 
notes  of  5/.  and  10/.  alone,  to  tba  amoaot 
above  specified  of  8,09fi,S40^,  to  wbidi 
must  be    added   an  inmaase  wstbio  the 
saaae  period  of  Bank  of  England  notes  lo 
the  amoont  of  about  ],500j)000(.,  Making 
in  the  year  lt09,  an  addition  ia  the  wbak 
of  between  four  and  five  milltans  to  sbe 
circulation  oi*  Gneat  Britain  alone,  deduct- 
ing only  the  gold  which  aiay  have  been 
withdrawn  in  the  coarse  of  that  year  firom 
actual  circulation,  which  cannot  have  bsea 
^(ery  considerable,  and  aLMmakmgatf  al- 
lowance for  some  incfeaae  in  tbe  asMMiat 
of  such  country  paper,  as,  tboughstMSped 
may  not  be  in  actual  circolatioa.    Thti 
increase  in  the  general  paper  cufscncy  in 
last  year,  even   after    these  dedostioBi, 
would    probably   be  Uitle  sboft  of  ^ 
amount  which  in  almost  any  one  year, 
since  the  discovery  of  America,  has  mco 
added  to  the  circulaling  coin  of  ifas  whole 
€f  Europe.    Although,  as  your  Commiitee 
has  already  had  occasion*  to  observe,  no 
certain  conclusion  can  be  drawn  firam  tbe 
numerical  amount  of  paper  ia  circulatiQa, 
considered  abstractadty  from  all  olbsT'dr- 
eamstances,  either  as  to  such  papev  bsiag 
in  excess,  or  still  less  as  to  the  pffap0rtiqB 
ofsQcii  exaess;   yet  they  mast  faowrk, 
that  the  Aaaf  any  vaiy  gsaalaad^apsl 
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increase  in  tbmt  amoant,  when  ooopled 
and  attended  with  all  the  indications  of  a 
depreciated  ctrcnlation,  does  afford  the 
etrongeit  cod6nnatory  eTidence^  that, 
from  the  want  of  Mime  adequate  check,  the 
issues  of  such  paper  have  not  been  re- 
strained within  their  proper  limits. 

Your  Committee  cannot  qoit  this  part 
of  the  subject  withoat  farther  obsenrtag, 
that  the  addition  of  between  four  and  five 
milKons  sterling  to  Uie  paper  ciroalation 
of  this  country,  has  doubtless  been  made 
nt  a  very  small  ezpence  to  the  parties  is- 
suing  it>  only  about  100^000/.  having 
been  paid  thereupon  in  stamps  to  the  re* 
▼enue,  and  probably  for  the  reasons  ai^- 
ready  stated,  no  corresponding  deposits  of 

Sold  or  Bank  of  England  notes    being 
eenied  by  the  country  banks  necessary 
to  aopport  their  additional  issues.     These 

Krties  therefore,  it  may  be  fairly  stated, 
ve  been  enabled  under  the  protection  of 
the   law,    which  virtually  secures  them 
against  such  demands,  to  create  within 
the  last  year  or   15  months,  at  a  very 
trifling  ezpence,  and  in  a  manner  almost 
free'  from  «ll  present  risk  to  their  respec* 
tive  credits  as  dealers  in  paper  money, 
issues  of  that  aiticle  to  the  amount  of 
several  millions,  operating,*  in  the  first  in- 
fttance  and  in  their  hands,  as  capital  for 
their  own  benefit^  and  when  usea  as  such 
'by  them,  falling  into  and  in  succession 
mixing  itself  with  the  mass  of  circulation 
of  which  the  value  in  exchange  lor  all 
other  commodities  is  gradually  lowered  in 
proportion  as  that  mass  is  annnented.    If 
your  Committee  could  be  of  opinion  that 
the  wisdom  of  parltament  would  not .  be 
directed  to  apply  a  proper  remedy  to  a 
state  of  things  so  unnatural,  and  teeming, 
if  not  corrected  i^  time,  with  ultimate 
consequences  so  prejudicial  to  the  public 
welfare,  they  would  not  hesiute  to  de- 
clare an  opinion,  that  some  mode  ought 
to  be  derived  of  enabling  the  state  to  par- 
ticipate much  more  largely  in  the  profits 
accruing  from  the  present  system  ;  but  as 
this  is  by  no  means  the  policy  they  wish 
to  recommend,  they  will  conclude  their 
obieryations  on  this  part  of  the  subject, 
by  observing,  that  in  proportion  as  they 
most  fully  agree  with  Dr.  Adam  Smith  and 
all  the  most  able  writers  and  statesmen  of 
this  country,  in  considering  a  paper  cir* 
eolation  constantly  convertible  into  specie, 
WH>tt  of  the  greatest  practical  improve- 
ments which  can  be  made  in  the  political 
and  domestic  economy  of  any  stale ;  and 
in  flowing,  the  establishment  of  the  coun- 
▼OL.  xm.'-^Appemiix. 
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try  banks  issuing  such  paper  as  a  most 
valuable  and  essential  branch  of  that  im* 
provement  in  this  kingdom ;  in  the  same 
proportion,  is  your  Committee  anxious  to 
revert,  as  speedily  as  possible,  to  the 
former  practice  and  state  of  things  in  this 
respect :  convinced  on  the  one  hand,  that 
any  thing  like  a  permanent  and  systematic 
departure  from  that  practice  must  ulti- 
mately lead  to  results,  which  among  other 
attendant  calamities,  would  be  destructive 
of  the  system  itself;  and  on  the  other, 
that  such  an  event  would  be  the  morte  to 
be  deprecated,  as  it  is  only  in  a  country 
like  this,  where  sood  failh,  both  public 
and  private, .  is  held  so  high,  and  where, 
under  the  happy  union  of  liberty  and 
law,  prop<>rty  and  the  securities  of  every 
description  by  which  it  is  represented,  are 
equally  protected  against  the  encroach- 
ments of  power  and  the  violence  of  popu<* 
lar  commotion,  that  the  ad? antages  of  this 
system,  unaccompanied  with  any  of  its 
dangers,  can  be  permanentl v  enjoyed,  and 
carried  to  their  fullest  extent. 

Upon  a  review  of  all  the  facts  and  rea- 
sonings which  have  been  submitted  to  the 
consideration  of  your  Committee  in  the 
course  of  their  enquiry,  they  have  formed 
an  opinion,  which  they  submit  to  the 
House  :-~That  there  is  at  present  an  ex« 
cess  in  the  paper  circulation  of  this  coun- 
try, of  which  the  moftt  unequivocal  symp- 
tom is  the  very  high  price  of  bullion,  and 
next  .to  that,  the  low  state  of  the  continen- 
tal exchanges ;  that  this  excess  is  to  be 
ascribed  to  the  want  of  a  sufficient  check 
and  control  in  the  issues  of  paper  from 
the  bank  of  England  ;  and  originally,  to 
the  suspension  of  cash  payments,  which 
removed  the  natural  and  true  control. 
For  upon  a  general  view  of  the  sul^ect/ 
your  Committee  are  of  opinion,  that  no 
safe,  certain,  and  constantly  adequate  pro* 
vision  against  an  excess  of  paper  currency, 
either  occasional  or  > permanent,  can  be 
found,  except  in  the  convertibility  of  all 
such  paper  into  specie.  Your  Committee 
cannot,  therefore,  but  see  reason  to  regret, 
that  the  suspension  of  cash  payments, 
which,  in  the  most  favourable  light  in 
which  it  can  be  viewed,  was  only  a  tem- 
porary measure,  has  been  continued  so 
long ;  and  particularly,  that  by  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  present  continuing  act  is 
framed,  the  character  should  have  been 
given  to  it  of  a  permanent  war  measure. 

Your  Committee  concfsive  that  it  would 
be  superfluous  to  point  out,  in  detail,  the 
disadvantages  which  must  result  to  the 
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country^  from  aay  such  giiii«ral  excess  of 
cw^rency  9s  lowers  Us  relative  value.  The : 
effect  o>f  sach  all  augbi^tatioii  of  pnces 
%4)on  dll  money  transitqtioosfbr  time  (  tbe 
nnavoidabie  injary  sniierfed  by  aanaitaatSb 
and  by  creditors  of  every  descripiioBy  botik 
privs^Ce  and  f^ublic;  the  tmiAleiided  advas* 
tase  gained  by  goremoient  add  all  other 
debtors;,  «re  consequences  too  obrtous  tt> 
va<tfiur«  (proof,  tHkd  toe  repngoaiit  to  iuattoe 
lo  be  I^  willlooi  reraed v.  By  fur  tlie 
most  important  portion  of  tbit  eii^t  ap- 
pe»e  to  your  Committee  to  be  that  wktdi 
ii-eommunieated  to  the  vrages  of  common 
eoimtry-Jabour»  the  rate  of  wbieh,  it  is  irell 
knowii>  adapts  itself  more  slowly  to  ibe 
^banges  ^hicb<  happen^  m*  the  vakie  of 
money,  than  the  price  of  an^^  other  species 
•f  labour  or  commodity*  And  it  is  enoagb 
lot  your  Committee  to  allude  to  some 
classes  of  tbe  public  servants,  wrhosa  pay^ 
if  otioe  raised  inconseqiience  of  a  depre- 
cibClon  of  mooey,  c^nmyta^conreaiently  be 
deduced  again  to  its  fornMr  rate«  even  after 
money  shall  have  recovered  its  value.  The 
ftttoriB  progress  of  these  iflconveniencies 


Your  OoHlmitlBe  tkeeefsrt!,  iMivi 
amiiottily  aOd  deUbetat^ly 
aobjeelk  report  it  to  tliaiMiiae  im 
nioii.  That  tko  syatea  oC  tfia  clfcrftiiag 
medima.  of  this  cosnitry  ^ovglit  t/^  be 
broagbi  back,  with  as  nsocli  ap^md  mm  ss 
compatible  vfith  a  wieeaid  niciaaaiajf  ca» 
tioo,  to  the  origmd  prfneifrieof  oaah  pky- 
meats  at  the  optibn  of  ^Im  hoM^r  of  Banli 
pafkcfr. 

Y<^Br€ommitteehhve  understaodliKat 
mediesk  orlpaUiativds,  afa  difibreat 
have  been firojected ; aacb  as,; 
sory  limitat&aD  tffithe  amounil  ^ 
vaneesand  diaoorants,  darnig  tbia 
anccof  tbeaaapensioAt;  dis 
limitation  doriagAoaaaiaperiod^  of tlietatt 
oi  Bfltaik  profits  and  dttidenda^  bjr  cmny'm^ 
the  sorplw  of  profiuabove  dMt  rale  to  tka 
public  account.      Bat*  *ia  tbajodgmasn  e^ 
jroor  Committee^  soob  indirect  acfa«naaa^  lor 
palliating  theposaible  evils  laaaltiiig  6«m 
the  suspension  of  cash  paytaenta^  ^oaid 
prove  wholly  inadeqaale  for  that  poipoap, 
beeause  the  tteceasary  propartioii   coald 
never  be  adjasted^  and  if  oaee  ined*  migfal 


and  evils*  if  not  checked^  mdst  at  no  great    aggravate  vary  inoch  the  lacottveateiicic* 


distance  of  time>  ivork  a  practical  convic 
lion  ubon  the  minds  of  all  those  who  may 
still   doubt  their  existence;    bat  even  if 
their  progressive  increase  were  less  proba- 
Ue  than  it  appears  to  y oUr  Committee,  they 
cannot  help  expressing  an  opihioh,  that 
tfae  integrity  and  honour  of  parliament  are 
Goacerned,  not  to  authorize,  longer  tlian  is 
required  by  imperious  necessity*  the  con- 
tinuance in  this  great  commercial  country 
of  a  ^stem  of  circulation,  in  which  that 
natmral  check  orcontroul  is  absent  which 
maintains  the  value  of  money,  and,  by  the 
pevmaneacy  of  that  common  standard  of 
rakir,  secaresthe  substantial  justice  and 
iaith  of  monied  contracts  and  obiigatioiiB  I 
between  man  and  man. 
"*  Your  Coromitlee  moreover  heg  leave  ,| 
to  advert  to  the  temtptatioa  lo  resort  to 
a  depreciatioa  even  of  the  value  of  the 
gold  coin  by  an  alteration  of  the  stand* 
ard,  to  which  parliament  itself  might  be 
subjected  by  agneat  and  long  coatimied 
excess  of  paper.  This  has  been  the  resourse 
of  many  Governments  mider  sach  circum- 
stances, and  is  the  obvious  aad  most  easy 
remedy  to  the  evil  in  question.     Bat  it  is 
amiecssary  to  dwell  on  the  breach  of  pub* 
lie  feith  and  dereliction  of  a  primary  duty 
of  Government,  which  would  manifestly 
be  implied  in  preferring  the  reduction  of 
the  coin  down  to  the  standard  of  the  paper, 
to  the  restoration  of  the  paper  tO'tbe  legal 
standard  of  the  coin* 


of  a  temporary  pvemore;aad  even  tf  their 
efficacy  coold  be  made  to  appear,  they 
vrould  be  obyeeftbaaMa  as  a  naeal  hortlal 
and  improper  inteffctfence  with  the  right? 
of  commercial  prepbrty. 

According  to  the  best  jodgtoent  yoar 
Committee  iiaa  been  enabled  to  Ibsw,  ae 
sufficient  remedy  fee  the  present,  or  aecan^ 
tvfmr  the  futarsycan  be  pmnted  oaC,axcept 
the  repeal  of  the  law  wbiiA  ^soepends  the 
cash  fxai^aients-of  libe  Bank  of  SaghauL 

la  efiectmg  so  iayuslaut  a  cbaiiga,  year 
Committee  are  of  ophiion  timtaote  diii* 
cultiesipast  be'efieoantered>aad  <hai  there 
are  aome  contiagcnt  dangers  to  the  Bink, 
agunst  whidh'it  oMht  meet  careMly  and 
strongly  to  be*guara^.  Bat  all  those  any 
be  eifeetoally  provide  far,  by  eatimtieg 
to  the  thseretion  of  ^  Bank  itKlf  the 
charge  of  conducting  aad  compiling  the 
operation,  aad  by  almwaig  to  die  Bank  » 
ample  a  period  of  tSme  m  condaetiag  it» 
as  will  be  mare  than  saffioient  to  dixt  jts 
completion.  To  the  discretion,  expertracv, 
aad  tntegriqr  of  the  directors  of  ibit  fiuric, 
your  Committee  believe  that  paHiaanat 
may  aafely  entitist  thecharge  of  eANitiag 
that  which  parliament  may  in  its  wMas 
determineupona8tieceaS()ry  lo  batibetMl; 
and  that  the  directors  of  itmt  ateat  iaiiiia^ 
tion,'fiMriram  making  ihemaeivm  apwtjr 
arith  those  who-bav^a  temporary  hAemM  ia 
spreading  «larai,  will  talca  a  Moh  toagfr 
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i»tfi  w  of  Ike  p«rmwBDl  iotarwU  ef the  Bank, 
^  indiMolubly  bl^odtd  with  those  of  the 
public.    The  particular  mode  of  gradoal  ly 
ediiectiM  the  resamptioo  of  cash  payments 
ought  tWefore*  in  the  opinion  of  your 
Committee,  to  be  left  in  a  great  meaiure  to 
tb«  discretion  of  the  Bank,  and  parliament 
ought  to  do  little  more  than  to  fix,defini- 
tjvdyi  the  time  at  which  cash  pay  meats  are 
to   become  as  before  compulsory.     The 
period  allowed  ought  to  be  ample,  in-order 
that  the  Bank  directors  may  feel  their  way, 
and  that,  having  a  constant  watch  upon  the 
▼vying  ci^cimistaiioes  thai  ought  to  guide 
tbemi  M^d  availing  themself  as  only  of  fit- 
▼oun^ile  circumstances*  they  may  tread 
lia^  their  steps  slowly,  awl  may  preserve 
both  \hfi  caafise  of  their  o«m  affairs  as  a 
company,  and  that  of  public  and  commer- 
cM  cifedii,  not  only  safe  bat  unembarrassed. 
With  this  view,  your  CenMnittee  womM 
a|i^y(e8t,  that  the  restrktieia  on  cash  pay- 
menu  cannot  safely  be  remored  at  aiB 
•ai-Uft  period  than  two  years  fnm  Ihe 
IKres^  time;  but  your  Commi^e  are  of 
Qpioion,  that  early  provision  tMighlt  ^  be 
Viade  by  parliament  for  terminaiifig,  ^y 
ttfifi  end  of  thai  ^riod,  the  ^Q^r-ationiof  the 
aevaral  slfB^Ues  wtuch  have  iapfiosed  iMid 
continued  that  reaiiict^n* 

In  aag^esting  this  peiml  of  4wo  years, 

your  Committee  ba.ve  not  over-loehed  ithe 

circuipttivBCft,  that,  as  the  law  atands  at 

pses^i^  the  Bank  would  be  ooa^lled  to 

l>ay  in  cash  at  the  end  of  six  months  after 

the  ratification  of  a  definitive  treaty  of 

peace ;  so  that  if  peace  were  to  he  con* 

eluded  within  that  period,  the  recommenda* 

tioo  of  your  Committee  might  seem  tohave 

the  efiect  of  postponing,  instead  of  accele* 

rating  the  resumption  of  payments.    But 

your  Committee  are  of  opinion,  that  if 

peace  were  imasediately  to  be  mtified,  in 

the  present  state  of  our  circulation  it  would 

be  most  hazardous  to  compel  the  <Bank  to 

pay  cash  in  six  months,  and  would  be 

found  wholly  impracticable.    Indeed,  the 

reatomtion  of  peace,  by  openinK  new  fields 

of  commercisl  enterprise,  woaU  multiply 

instead  of  abridging  thedemenda  upon  tlie 

Bank  for  diKount,  and  would  render  it  pe* 

liarly  distressing  to  the  commercial  woSid 

if  Hie  Bank  mare  suddenly  and  .materially 

to  aaslrict  thek  issues.    Your  Committee 

are  therefinre  of  opinion,  that  even  if  peace 

shpnid  inftanrene,  mo  years  sheJd  be 

giaep.lo  .the  Amk  fo»  reamaing  its  pay- 

rnenta;  hatlhatafenifthewarahonldoa 

paahmmk  t^  Mrments  ahonU  be  re* 


Yonr  Committee  have  not  been  indU^ 
ferent  to  the  consideration  of  the  possible 
Qccureoce/of  political  circumstances,  which 
may  be  thoucht  hereafter  to  furnish  an 
argument  in  favour  of  some  prolongation 
of  the  proposed  period  of  resuming  cash 
payments,  or  even  in  favour  of  a  new  law 
for  their  temporary  restriction  after  the 
Bank  shall  have  opened.    They  are,  how* 
ever,far  from  anticipating  a  necessity,  even 
in  any  case,  of  returning  to  the  present 
system.    But  if  occasion  fi>r  a  new  mea- 
sqre  of  restriction  coold  be  supposed  at 
any  time  to  arise,  it  can  in  no  degree  be 
grounded,  a«  your  Committee  think,  on 
any  state  of  tba  foreign  exchangesi  (which 
they  trust    that  they  have  abundantly 
4)ewn  the  Bank  itself  to  have  the  general 
power  of  controlUag,)  but  on  a  pblitical 
state  of  things  producing,  or  likely  very 
soon  to  produce,  an  alarm  at  home,  leading 
to  so  indefinite  a  demand  for  cash  for  do* 
mestic  usee  as  it  must  be  impossible  for  any 
Banking  Establishment  to  provide  against. 
A  return  to  the  ordinary  system  of  bank- 
ing is,  on  the  very  ground  of  the  late  ex* 
tfttvagant  fall  of  the  exchanges  and  bigh 
price  of  geld,  pecvHaHy  requisite.    That 
atone  can  cfledually  restore  general  confi* 
dence  in   the  value  of   the  circulating 
medium  of  the  kingdom ;  and  the  serious 
expect^on  of  this  event  miiat  enft>ree  a 
preparatory  reduction  of  the  quantity  of 
paper,  and  aH  other mea^res  which  aceorA 
wi«h  ^e  true  principles  of  banking.    The 
anticipation   of  the  time  when  tbe  Bank 
will    be  constrained  to  open,  may  also 
be  ejEpected  to  contrtbute  to  the  improve* 
aent  of  the  exchanges ;  whereas  a  poet^ 
ponement  of  this  era,  ao  indefinite  as  thsft 
of  six  months  after  the  termination  of  tbe 
war.  Mid  especially  in  the  event  of  as 
exchange     continmng    to    itM,   (which 
mora  and  more  would  generally  be  per* 
cei  ved  to  arise  firom  an  excess  of  paper,  and 
a  consequent  depceoiatioB  of  it)  may  lead, 
underanim^vourable  state  of  public  aflairn 
to  such  a  failure  of  confidence  (and  ea* 
pecially  among  fbreigners).inthedetennin« 
ation  of  parliament  to  enforce  a  return  to 
the  professed  standard  of  the  measure  of 
payments,  as  may  serve  to  precipitate  tho 
further  lisll  of  the  exohanges,  and  lead  to 
oonseqnenoes  at  once  the  moat  discredi* 
tdUe  and  disastrous. 

Aithou|^  the  details  of  the  best  mode 
of  retomms^  to  cash  payments  ought  to 
he  left  to  &  discretion  of  .the  Bank  of 
fina^and,  as  already  stated,  certain  pro* 
vaiioiia  wonM  be  neoMwiyf  under  the  nu- 
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thority  ef  parliameDt,  both  for  the  conve- 
nience of  the  Bank  itself,  and  for  the  se- 
curity  of  the  other  banking  establishments 
in  this  country  and  in  Ireland. 

Your  Committee  conceive  it  may  be 
convenient  for  the  Bank  to  be  permitted 
to  issue  notes  under  the  value  of  5L  for 
some  little  time  after  it  had  resumed  pay- 
ments in  specie. 

It  will  be  convenient  also  for  the  char- 
tered Banks  of  Ireland  and  Scotland,  and 
all  the  country  Banks,  that  they  should 
not  be  compelled  to  pay  in  specie  until 
some  time  after  the  resamptioh  of  pay- 
ments in  cash  by  the  Baihk  of  England ; 
but  that  they  should  continue  for  a  short 
*"  period  upon  their  present  footing*  of  being 
liable  to  pay  their  own  notes  on  demana 
in  Bank  of  England  paper. 


APPENDIX. 

Minutes  op  Evi0&nc£  taken  before  the 
Select  Committee  appointed  to  en* 
quire  into  the  cause  of  the  high  price 
of  Gold  Bullion,  and  to  take  into 
consideration  the  state  of  the  Circu- 
lating Medium,  and  of  the  Exchanges 
between  Great  Britain  and  foreign 
parts. 

J^efrruory  22,  1610. 

Francis  HoHNER,Esq.  in  the  Chair. 

Aaron  Asher  Goldsmid,  Esq.  Partner  in 
the  House  of  Mocatta  and  Goldsmid, 
Bullion  Brokers ;  called  in,  and  exa- 
mined. 

What  is  the  present  price  of  gold  ?•— 
4/.  \0s.  standard  gold ;  foreign  gold  coin 
is  comparatively  higher. 

On  what  account  ? — Being  more  sale- 
able in  foreign  countries,  on  account  of 
its  being  more  portable. 

Do  you  mean  it  is  higher  in  proportion 
to  its  intrinsic  value  ? — ^Yes. 

On  what  account? — Being  more  sale- 
able in  the  state  of  coin  on  the  continent, 
and  of  there  being  more  markets  for  gold 
in  coin  thanin  bars.' 

What  is  the  difference  between  the 
price  of  gold  in  foreign  coin  and  gold  in 
bars^ — ^The  present  diflerence  between 
Spanish  and  Portugal  gold  in  coin  and 
gold  in  bars  is  about  2s.  per  oz.  ^  it  varies 
considerably  with  the  demands  of  the  dif- 
ferent markets,  but  generally  the  price  of 
foreign  gold  coin  is  higher  than  bar  gold ; 
that  IS  to  say,  doubloons  being  now  ^L  8f. 

Croz.  and  Portugal  gold  4/«  12s.,  gold  in 
rs  would  be  worth  4/.  12«.  whereaa  tbe 


present  price  is  4/.  1  Of.  per  oz.  Portagil 
gold  is  about  the  same  fineness  as  oar 
standard. 

What  is  the  fineness  of  Spanish  golJ 
coin?— From  4|  to  'l-J  ^ains  worse  than 
standard,  making  about  As,  diflerence  m 
value.  \ 

What  is  the  difierence  between  any 
other  foreign  gold  coin  and  gold  in  bar?— 
Those  two  being  the  most  current  artkb. 
it  would  be  best  to  have  tbem  as  the  cri- 
terion. 

What  is  the  fineness  of  ducats  acd 
French  gold  coin? — I>utch  ducats  better 
6  grains,  louis  d'ors  worse  ]  i  grzin,  tod 
napoleons  the  same. 

In  what  degree  are  these  current  artidei 
of  traflSc  ?— Perhaps  louis  d'ofs  andnar 
poleon  d'ors  are  the  most  current  of  tk? 
three ;  neither  frederick  d*or»  nor  Dotti 
ducats  are  much  seen. 

State  the  difierence  between  tbe  va/oe 
of  these  articles  in  the  dhape  of  coin, 
and  bullion  of  the  same  fineness.— They 
have  at  present  no  extrinsic  value  as  coin. 

What  do  you  conceive  to  be  the  rci* 
son  why  Spanish  and  Portugal  coin  ii 
higher  than  bar  gold  at  present,  and  not 
French  and  Dutch  coin  ?  —  There  i*  » 
greater  variety  of  markets  in  tbe  present 
circumstances  for  Spanish  and  Portugal 
coin  than  for  French  and  Dutch. 

How  long  has  the  price  of  bullion  or 
foreign  gold  coin  been  what  you  ha« 
stated  r— The  prices  fluctuated  consider- 
ably  in  the  course  of  last  year,  but  have 
been  unusually  high  fur  about  a  year  aw 
half. 

How  much  have  they  fluctuated  .'--I 
think  about  0  or  7*. ;  never  above  /  or 
2s,  higher  than  they  are  at  present* 

Can  you  state  what  tables  are  tbe  oWt 
perfect  in  your  judgment?— Tltosepo^ 
lished  by  Wettenball  are  likely  to  ^ 
correct;  they  are  made  from  our  repor^ 
to  the  person  who  furnishes  him  with  w* 
prices. 

Is  that  price  derived  by  Wclteofc*" 
from  the  information  of  otherSf  of  only 
from  your  reports  to  him  ?— From  oon 
alone. 

Are  those  prices  always  real  P"^ 
taken  from  actual  transactions^  or  af^  ^^'3J 
ever  only  nominal  ?— Always  the  r^ 
prices. 

In  what  manner  do  you  form  i  ^ 
ment  of  ths  pricef^  There  tso«verbQt 
one  price  for  gokl  aod'  silver  bsllfoA* 

Canyon  altvays  bov  and  sell  ^^  w*^ 
prices,  or  nearly  so«  which  yoa  r^P^ 
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^— Wheo  there  is  not  enough  done  to  con- 
sitiittte  a  market,  no  priced  are  printed ; 
as  ^11  frequently  be  seen  in  the  list. 

What  amount  of  sales  constitute  a 
market  for  that  purpose? — No  precise 
qnantityj  but  always  a  quantity  of  some 
consideration. 

How  often  are  these  lists  published  ?— 
On  Tuesdays  and  Fridays. 

Have  not  you,  in  various  instances, 
found  that  you  could  neither  buy  nor  sell 
at  the  prices  quoted  by  you  in  the  lists  ? 
— £nough  was  always  doing  at  the  time 
of  their  being  printed,  or  previously  to 
that,  to  constitute  a  market. 

Have  the  prices  been  marked  latterly  ? 

«^Tbe  price  of  dollars  have,  and  very 

lately  the  prices  of  dollarn  and  doubloons. 

Has  the   price  of    gold  in  bar  been 

quoted  lately  ?— I  am  not  certain. 

Why  has  it  not  ? — ^Because  the  trans- 
actions in  bar  gold  can  only  be  made  at 
stated  times.  It  is  necessary,  previously 
to  the  permission  from  Government  to 
export  gold  in  bars,  that  the  proprietors 
should  swear,  before  the  court  of  alder- 
men, that  it  is  melted  from  foreign  coin ; 
and  it  is  connequently  only  at  the  period 
of  that  court's  assembling  that  any  con* 
siderable  quantity  of  bar  gold  can  be 
bought  or  sold. 

Is  not  the  court  of  aldermen  open  every 
week  at  least  for  that  jpurpose  ?«*The 
time  of  its  meeting  in  sufficient  Aumbers 
is,  I  believe,  uncertain. 

Is  that  the  only  reason  why  the  price 
of  gold  in  bars  has  not  been  quoted  latter- 
ly in  the  list  P^— Yes. 

During  the  period  that  the  price  of  gold 
in  bars  has  not  been  quoted  latterly,  has 
there  or  not  been  enough  to  constitute  a 
market?— I  should  think  not. 

In  how  long  a  period  ? — ^Aboot  5  weeks 
or  longer;  but  if  the  prices  of  any  de- 
scription of  gold  were  quoted,  it  nearly 
answers  the  same  purpose  as  if  the  prices 
of  other  descriptions  of  gold  were  quoted. 
Has  there  been  during  the  same  period 
^Id  enough  in  the  market  to  answer  the 
demand  ? — ^We  endeavour  to  reculate  the 
price  so  as  to  proportion  the  demand  to 
the  lupplv. 

Hate  tne  sales  of  gold  been  for  some 
time  past  considerable  ?««»Ye8,  certainly. 

Can  you  specify  the  extent  for  the  fast 
15  months?  ^I  cannot <from  memory.^ 

Cao  yan  furnish  that  information  by  re- 
ferring to  the  account  of  sales  ?— Such  in- 
formation can  be  procured  from  the  books 
of  the  bullion  oftce  in  the  bank;  all 


our  sales  are  through  the  medium  of  that 
office. 

Have  you  not  frequently  transactions 
both  of  purchase  and  sale  with  the  indi- 
viduals, in  which  the  Bank  is  not  con- 
cerned ?— There  are  many  transactions  in 
which  the  Bank  is  not  concerned;  but 
they  are  all  inserted  in  a  book  in  the  bul- 
lion office. 

For  what  reason  are  they  so  inserted  ?. 
— I  believe  that  they  have  been  so  since 
the  establishment  of  the  Bank.. 

Was  it  in  order  that  the  Bank  might 
be  apprized  of  the  transactions,  and  re- 
gulate their  proceedings  accordingly  ? — 
Possibly. 

State  in  detail  the  tpbde  in  which  such 
a  transaction  is  made  with  an  individual. 
•—The  bullion  is  received  from  one  indi- 
vidual and  delivered  to  another  at  the 
price  fixed  by  us;  and  the  whole  of  the 
transaction  is  recorded  in  the  books  of  the 
bullion  office  in  the  Bank,  with  the  names 
of  the  parties,  the  amount  sold,  and  the 
price. 

Is  not  every  quantity  of  bar  gold,  which 
by  your  intervention  passes  from  one  in- 
dividual to  another,  aeposited  for  some 
time  in  the  Bank,  and  assayed  there  ?— 
Yes. 

Have  you  not,  in  certain  cases,  bought 
and  sold^ld  without  the  intervention  of 
the  bullion  office  in  the  Bank  at  all  ?-~ 
None. 

Can  you  state  about  what  quantity  of 
gold  3'ou  have  bought  and  sold  for  the 
last  15  months,  and  particularly  during 
the  latter  part  of  them  ?•— I  cannot  from 
memory  ;  I  could  state  it  to  the  Commit- 
tee from  my  books,  or  it  mi^ht  be  ob- 
tained by  reference  to  the  bullion  office  in 
the  bank. 

During  that  period  has  the  quantity  been 
greater  than  usual  ? — Yes  ;  during  the 
last  1 5  months,  greater  than  on  an  averaga 
of  years,  though  some  years  aso  a  much 
greater  quantity  was  imported  than  has 
lately  been  exported. 

Have  your  sales  during  the  period  in 
question,  been  confined  to.  individuals,  or 
has  the  Bank  been  a  purchaser  ? — Indivbi 
duals  have  been  the  purchasers  of 'large 
quantities  of  gold  at  the  present  high  price. 

Are  there  any  other  brokers  in  the  same 
line  besides  your  house  ?— >Our  house  has 
been  solely  employed  since  the  year  1094, 
at  the  establishment  of  the  Bank. 

Are  there  any  other  dealers  in  gold  bat 
yours  ? — I  apprehend  none  ofcontiderable 
amount. 
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Are  there  others  recorded  io  the  Bull  Ion 
Office  in  the  bank  like  yours  ? — None. 

What  is  the  rate  of  brokerage  ? — Ooe 
eighth  per  cent,  to  each  part3^ 

If  the  other  transaclions  in  the  sale  of 
gold  were  considerable^  do  3'oa  consider 
that  the  Bank  could  procure  information 
of  tho*^e  in  order  to  regulate  their  proceed- 
ings in  the  manner  spoken  of  in  a  former 
answer  ?-^They  are  not  considerable  ;  bat 
what  the  Bank  would  do  in  case  they  were 
considerable  I  cannot  tell. 

Dothose  other  transactions  contribute  to 
form  the  price  ?  I  think  not  at  all. 

From  whom  in  general  do  you  receive 
the  gold  which  you  sell? — I  think  th^t 
during  the  last  year  the  chief  imports  have 
been  from  the  West  Indies,  principally  in 
doubloons. 

Do  you  receive  them  from  the  Weit-Ia« 
dia  merchants  ?— Yes. 

Are  they  not  principally  Jamaica  mer- 
chants ?— ofes. 

From  what  other  quarters  have  you  re- 
ceived any  material  quantity  of  gold  in  the 
last  15  months  ?  — From  bullion  retail 
dealers  in  this  country^  who  collect  them 
in  small  quantities  and  sell  them  to  us  ia 
the  wholesale. 

Has  much  t>een  received  from  the  con* 
tJBent  of  Europe  ? — ^I  believe  none :  I  judge 
so  by  no  continental  merchants  being  sellers 
tons. 

Within  the  period  in  question  whatquao^ 
tity  of  gold  coin  from  European  Mints 
bafve  you  received  ?«x»I  cannot  distin- 
gutsfa^  the  marks  of  laany  coins  being  the 
aamo. 

.  Can  you  account  for  the  large  importa- 
tion ofgold  coin  from  the  West  Indies  ?— 
In  consequence  of  the  price  of  gold  being 
80  high  here,  it  is  more  advantageous  to 
make  the  return  in  bullion  than  in  bifls. 

Can  you  state  the  whole  charge  of  trans* 
mittinK  gold  bullion  from  Jamaica  herej 
includms  freight,  insurance,  &c.  ? — Not 
,  accurately. 

Has  there  been  any  importation  of  gold 
from  the  United  States  of  America  within 
the  period  of  15  months  we  have  been 
qteasing  of  ?-— I  believe  none. 

In  saying  that  no  gold  has  come  from 
the  condotat  of  Europe,  do  you  mean  to 
say  none  has  come  from  Portugal  or  Spain  ? 
mJl  omitted  to  mention  that  some  French 
sold  and  l^ortugal  jold  has  been  imported 
from  Portiiga), 

,  Was  ihi^t  to  any,  considerabk  amount  ? 
««-I  think  comparatively  not. 

Has  any  quantity  come  from  the  Prwk  t 


—Gold,  hag  lately  beea  sent  ofer  to  tU 
Bi*azils. 

Has  not  silver  also  beeu  sent  over?— 
Yes, 

Was  not  the  Brazils  some  years  ago  % 
considerable  source  from  whence  we  deriT- 
ed  our  gold  ? — It  was  not  directly  but 
through  Lisbon. 

What  is  the  cause  of  thifl  change  ?— The 
balance  of  trade  being  inverted. 

Is  there  no  other  cause  of  this  chaQjgft 
but  the  balance  of  trade  having  been  is- 
verted  ? — I  judge  noL 

Supposing  a  loan  to  be  made  here  ter 
the  court  of  Brazil,  and  that  loan  vras  re- 
mitted to  the  Brazils,  would  it  not  pin- 
duce  the  effect  to  whkh  you  before  allwi* 
ed  ? — If  remitted  in  gold,  it  vouJd  remetiy 
the  balance  to  the  amount  of  the  sum  sent 

Do  you  know  whether  in  point  of  ikt 
gold  has  been  remitted  from  this  coantrr 
to  the  Brazila  on  account  of  a  if^an?— 
When  I  said  the  balance  of  trade  vs  i» 
verted,  I  spoke  of  the  ^uejral  balance, 
unable  to  aistinguisb  between  Abe  open- 
tions  of  government  and  the  tiansactioBi 
of  indivioualiu 

How  long  is  it  sioca  the  cban^  6rsi 
took  place  of  gold  being  sent  from  tiiis 
country  to  the  Braatls,  instead  of  our  #v« 
cciving  it  from  thence  ?— I  cannot  stats 
accurately  ;  hot  I  do  not  belie f«  tb^^  ^ 
operation  of  the  Brazilian  noercbants  ^v« 
had  any  very  important  effect  vpon  tbe 
price  of  gold  :  I  will  endeavour  to  ascer- 
tain for  ^  information  of  the  Committee 
the  date  of  that  change. 

Are  you  in  the  habit  of  aelliqg  buUioa 
which  has  been  melted  down  fcois  the 
light  coin  of  this  country  ?— We  haw  iwi 
sold  any  such  lately ;  and  we  never  seil 
any  gold  in  bars  mr  exportation*  onl^ 
melted  in  the  presence  of  two  witaess^^' 
and  sworn  off  before  the  court  ofMttm^ 

What  becomes  of  the  bar  gold  produced 
from  the  light  coin  ?-^I  am  not  aware  w 
anv  being  melted  at  present. 

In  the  answer  before  the  last,  do  jo^ 
mean  to  iav>  that  what  is  impcvted  io  ban 
is  also  melted  down  in  this  country  ^-" 
Almost  alivaysy  if  purchasers  are  not  cfin* 
tented  with  the  manner  of  melting  io  ^^ 
reign  opuntrias. 

JDo  you  get  gold  &om  Africa  ?«-Not  ia 
consiwrabte  quantities  :  I  bog  to  'Ut^  ^^ 
general  that  we  cannot  ascertain  al*^ 
from  what  source  Uie  gold  oomm,  »>.r* 
bullkm  dealers  coUect  it  in  small  %W0^ 
beCore  di|ay  bring  it  to  us. 

Havo  y^a  i«aswi  Io  knpvr  wbUbtf'^V 
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Xi^kt  ^ineaa  em  melted  dotrn  ?— No  ;  but 
•an  sccmiiit  of  tht  sooroe  df  the  gokl  in  bin, 
inight  be  obtained  of  the  bank  raelten. 
&oet  Ibe  b«Mik  ftiM  refuse  light  geiiieas  ? 
4  boNew  ihey  ido. 

Does  that  refosal  throw  more  gold  iato 
Vne  boHioii  market  >-^  don't  think  4alely 
4i  hu  had  any  %neterial  effect. 
-  Do  yon  consider  3^00?  hanse  as  having  a 
cwiaaiderable  control  vver  the  baAion 
t— n  km,  aa  as  to  fls  the  orice  f  Not  ao  m 
4»  aaiaa  or  dafMren  it  «bave  or  behi«r  its 
siamral  le?aA. 

Ara  thate  any  other  gold  aielaeia,  h^- 
•aidea  thoae  who  melt  #Mr  iho  Bank  ?«*- 
There  are. 

Within  the  period  of  Meen  months 
^hich  has  keen  spoken  of»  has  any  bar 
Kbki  bean  in  the  market  i — ^Yes. 

From  what  aonroe  was  that  derived  ; 
iwas  it  from  earn  of  this  country  or  i^ireign 
coin  f*^From  foreign  coin  and  gold  in 
^ters-and  dost  imported  from  other  coun- 
tries. 

If  gold  in  the  shape  of  foreign  coin  k 
of  more  value  than  according  to  its  in- 
•triosic  valub,  what  is  the  reason  of  any 
being  mehad  into  bars  ?^— Because  foreign 
-^d  coin  is  frequently  imported  here 
when  it  is  not  fit  for  circulation  ;  and  ite- 
qupfitly  small  quantities  of  difi^ent  de- 
-scrtptions,  to  which  my  former  observa- 
tions are  not  applicable. 

At  the'  present  price  of  bollion^  how 
much  most  be  paid  in  Bank  of  England 
TMtea  for  a  bar  of  gold  in  weight  and  fine- 
VOK  equal  to  100  guineas  sterKng'?--->No 
distinction  is  taken  whether  the  payment 
is  made  in  bank  notes  or  coin ;  in  sterling 
money  the  calculation  Is  eanly  made;  in 
the  prop^M-tion  of  3/.  17s.  ]0|dto4/.  lOt. 
Do  vou  appreheml  that  the  poKtical 
«tate  of  Spain  and  Poteagnl-has  oontribated 
cowards  bringing  Soaih  American  sold  to 
£ngkind  through  the  West  India  islands  ? 
-^I  think  it  not  impvobable. 

00  ^a  or  any  of  your  partners  deal  in 
the  articles  yon  sell  ?— Certainty  not. 

F^maf^  23,  IdlO. 

TsANcn  HoBNBR,  Bsq.  in  the  Chair. 

AAa4m  AsBEa  Goldsmij>,  Esq.  again  call- 
ed in  and  ezanuned. 

You  have  stated  yesterday,  that  Spanish 
-and  Portugal  coin  have  at  present  an  ex- 
tvinslc  value  as  com,  but  that  the  same  is 
net  true  at  oresent  of  French  or  fiiatdt 
fokl  ooki :  If  it  be  tnie  that  gold  remit- 
tanois  «re  aonr  m«de  to  France  for  Ibe 


^mrdhasa  of  com,  from  what  cause  does  it 
arise  that  a  sinular  agio  upon  French  gold 
ooin  does  not  oxist  ?— -Perhaps  from  the 
market  being  more  limited,  and  the  com« 
petition  being  oonsequentiyless. 

Bntoaen  open  the  supposition  that  no 
competition  •esciated«  ought  not  a  preminm 
open  French  gold,  equal  at  least  to  the  ex- 
pence  of  the  coinage,  to  exist  ?— I  should 
think  ao« 

Bnt  at  this  moment  no  such  agio  does 
exist  ?~-No.     \ 

Explain  vhat  yon  mean  by  the  compe- 
tition being  less.«»When  there  have  lately 
been  transactions  in  French  gold,  they 
have  generall|r  been  leas  than  the  occa* 
sional  transactions  in  goW,  in  bars,  and 
consequently  the  competition  of  merchants 
who  have  extensive ^alingp  has  been  less; 
transacCtons  in  large  quantities  have  fre- 
quently, under  the  present  circumstances, 
more  theeliect  of  raising  llian-oC  depress- 
ing the  price. 

State  to  what  description  of  petaons 
your  sales  of  gold  are  generally  madc.^- 
Latterly  the  most  considerable  sales  of 
gold  have  been  made  to  Dutch  and  French 
merchants. 

Do  yon  mean  boiii  pf  goki  in  bars 
and  gold  in  coin? — Of  all  descriptions^ 
gold. 

Can  you  stale  whether  these  porchases 
bare  been  made  by  them,  and  with  n 
view  to  exportation  ?-— Yes  ;  they  have 
been  made  with  a  view  to  expert. 

'Have  you  reason  to  know  that  all  or 
nearly  all  the  gold  so  sold  to  them  has 
been  exported  ?-«Yes. 

What  quantity  of  gold  have  you  sold 
for  home  consomptioa  ?-«*A  very  incon- 
siderable quantity  of  gold  in  proportion  to 
the  whole  amount. 

Can  you  state  what  proportion  ?— I  can- 
not precisely ;  bat  it  is  very  incosisider- 
able. 

What  proportion  4oes  it  bear  to  gold 
sold  for  hoine  conaumptton  In  former 
years  ?— -Perhaps  about  the  same. 

Is  the  gold  which  is  sold  for  home  con- 
sumption sold  to  those  who  themseWes 
make  use  of  it  ?— Yes ;  or  those  who 
sell  it  by  retail  to  others. 

Is  it  seldom  orwever  the  praetioe  to 
purchase  gold  as  a  speculation,  and  retain 
It  with  a  view  to  he  sold  at  home  nta 
higher  pricei — Seldom  or  never. 

Is  it  all  soki  for  rsady  money  ?«— Yes, 

Are  yon  acquaimsn  with  the  meats 
which  are  taken  for  the  exDortatton  of 
gold  to  foreign  countries  ?>— No. 
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Dp  you  comprehend  that  it  goes  in  large 
<|iiantitie8  as  an  article  of  merchandize,  or 
in  small  sums  P-^Ithink  the  merchants  find 
it  necessary  to  use  great  caution  to  procure 
its  ingress  to  the  continent 

Are  the  sales  of  gold  which  you  make, 
generally  made  in  large  quantities  to  indi- 
viduals ?— -There  are  several  individuals 
who  purchase. 

What  may  be  the  common  amount  of  a 
sale  to  an  individual  ? — ^The  amount  varies 
Considerably. 

State  the  larger  and  smaller— Perhaps 
from  a  hundred  ounces  to  five  thousand 
ounces. 

(Jould  you  state  the  quantity  sold  in  the 
last  month  ?— I  cannot ;  but  I  do  not 
think  the  sales  l^ve  been  so  considerable 
as  they  were  a  few  months  ago. 

State  the  largest  for  any  month  re- 
cently, as  near  as  you  can  recollect—- 
Perhaps  30  or  40,000,  or  perhaps  60,000/. 
sterling  or  more  in  a  month;  perhaps 
80«000/.  or  more  in  one  month. 

What  month  are  you  particularly  al- 
lodingto  ?— Perhaps  4,  5  or  6  months  ago, 
and  therefore  1  speak  so  vaguely  upon 
the  subject^:  the  price  of  gold  began  to 
advance  rapidly  since  the  last  eighteen 
months. 

Do  you  know  of  your  own  knowledge, 
or  from  any  unquestionable  authority, 
what  may  be  the  expence,  including  in- 
surance, of  transporting  gold  to  any  neigh- 
bouring ports  of  the  continent  ?-— I  do  not 
know  precisely;  but  I  do  not  believe 
that  they  considerably  exceed  the  ex- 
pences  of  former  times. 

Do  you  mean  theexpences  of  former 
times  of  peace  or  of  war  ?— Of  former 
times  of  war. 

Can  you  state  what  is  the  diOerence 
between  war  and  peace  in  that  respect, 
how  much  per  cent.? — I  cannot. 

You  do  not  know  the  rate  of  insurahce  ? 
-—I  believe  it  is  about  three  guineas. 

Is  that  the  whole  expence,  excepting 
freight  ? — I  know  of  no  other  expence. 

Do  you  know  what  the  freight  is  ? — 
I  do  not ;  I  believe  there  is  no  specific 
freight. 

Can  you  state  whether  the  consumers  of 
gold  obtain  that  article  in  considerable 
quantities  from  any  other  sources  than 
ytmr  own  sales  f — I  cannot  with  any  de- 
gree of  certainty. 

Do  you  know  in  what  manner  the  gold- 
smiths in  the  country  are  supplied  ? — I 
believe  from  the  refioers  in  town,  but  I 
am  not  certain. 


Can  you  state  at  all  what  proportkm  oC 
the  gold  you  sell  may  be  for  home  cos- 
sumption  f — I  cannot. 

Is  it  less  than  a  tenth  f — ^It  is  less  tha 
a  twentieth,  but  I  cannot  state  precisely 
the  amount 

Is  not  all  the  gold  produced  by  meltini 
the  light  coin  used  up  by  the  refiners  f^ 
It  cannot  be  exported* 

Are  you  not  subject  to  sonae  deceplioB 
in  that  respect;  may  not  it  be  melted  aid 
offered  to  yon  ? — ^I  have  stated,  that  pre- 
viously to  its  being  exported  it  is  to  bt 
sworn  off  before  the  coart  of  aldermen  tbat 
it  has  been  melted  from  foreign  coin  or  fe> 
reign  gold  in  bars. 

Are  the-  merchants  to  whom  yoo  seL, 
merchants  particularly  devoted,  to  tbx 
trade  ? — ^There  are  no  merchants  solely 
devoted  to  the  bullion  trade. 

Are  there  not  some  who  follow  tbt 
trade  much  more  than  others  ? — ^Yesi 

Have  they  been  accustomed  long  to  iok- 
low  that  particular  trade,  or  has  the  tnk 
fallen  into  new  hands  ?— Jt  has  Ma 
into  several  new  hands. 

What  description  of  new  bands;  per- 
sons of  greater  or  less  'conseanence  P— 
Generally  speaking,  persons  ot  about  the 
same  standing. 

Equally  old  houses? — ^Yes;  persons  of 
about  the  same  standing  and  credit,  gene- 
rally speaking. 

Are  they  both  import  and  export  mer- 
chants ? — I  believe  they  are. 

Can  you  state  any  particular  articles  io 
retarn  for  which  gold  has  been  seot 
abroad  ?^— One  particular  object  caow 
under  my  observation,  which  was,  the 
importation  of  com  from  France  and  F'sd- 
ders;  but  I  have  no  doubt  that  there 
were  many  other  objects. 

Do  you  understand  that  when  gold  i* 
sent  abroad,  it  generally  accompaaief  t^ 
other  particular  articles  of  export,  orjl^ 
nerally  brings  back  an^L  articles  of  impo^ 
more  preferable  to  others?-— No,I  believe 
it  does  not. 

You  have  stated^  that  the  exptnce  of 
introducing  gold  now  to  the  cootineo^ 
you  think  to  be  nearly  the  same  as  during 
any  other  period  of  war  ? — I  do  not  believe 
I  have  stated  the  expence  of  iniroducfflf 
it  to  the  continent,  for  of  that  I  am  f^ 
ftware. 

When  yon  stated  the  espenceoftrtf** 
porting  gold  to  the  continent  being  ^ 
much  more  at  present  than  in  6t0^ 
times,  did  you  mean  to  include  ibe  whole 
expence  of  getting  it  into  the  conti»(0> 
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_  -dtolivftifngU  i»  h  foreign  ecNM^gnee  ? 
-No*  I  afti  Mt  «cqv«inted  with  the 
Afnotet  of  that  expence ;  what  I  atvied 
liefbn  #a9  on\y  the  expenee  of  canrytilg 
it  to  tto  foreign  ahore. 

Art  yoa  aware  that  it  ii  liable  to  con- 
AseatloBy  aa  a  commoclity  comng  from 
Sngland  ? — I  believe  that  all  comiAiiodities 
comirtjg  firom  Bngland,  are  liable  to  eon* 
flsemtion. 

Ctfn  youthen  estiMiato  the  value  of ffoch 
m  riali  ?^— I  do  not  believe  that  in  an  article 
lifce  gold  it  is  by  any  meant  conaiderable ; 
Ibr  I  m^lieve  that  at  a  trifling  premiam  it 
can  be  ineored  Into  the  handt  of  the  con^ 
sigoee. 

Do  yoii  know  the  amount  of  that  pre- 
tannm  r^  do  feiot ;  bnt  I  hnve  onderstood 
it  to  be  mconstderable* 

Coold  yott  procure  an  insorance  to  be 
tfflbcted>  for  example,  from  London  to 
Hantborgh  or  from  London  to  Amsterdam, 
including  the  risk  of  safe  delivery  into  the 
Imiids  ofthe  consignee,  at  10  guineas  per 
cent  ?— I  do  not  know  the  precise  amount 
of  the  premium,  but  I  have  no  doubt 
it  cduld  be  done  for  very  considerably 
tess. 

C^n  you  state  what  the  premiam  upon 
•uch  a  risk  would  be? — I  cannot  state 
precisely. 

Can  you  state  the  freight? — I  cannot; 
when  I  say  that  the  insarance  would  pro- 
bably not  exceed  three  percent.  I  am 
only  speaking  under  present  chrcum- 
atances*;  thatsince  the  report  of  the  incqr-* 

K ration  of  Holland,  the  risk  is  probably 
Asidered  as  increased. 

Tou  have  stated,  that  it  has  come  to 
your  ktrawledse  that  gold  has  been  sent 
Id  Flanders  anu  to  France  for  the  purpose 
of  purchasing  corn  ?-»Yes,it  has. 

What  means  have  you  had  to  obtain 
that  information  ?-^By  the  hiformation  of 
some  ofthe  purchasers  of  bullion. 

Fs  it  a  common  practice  for  the  pur* 
chasers  of  bullion  to  inform  too  for  what 
purpose  it  is  to  be  applied  r-~I  do  not 
speak  of  the  common  practice,  but  I  state 
tnis  as  onv  particular  instance. 

Are  the  Commritt^  to  maleritand  that 
you  in  this  respect  apeak*  only  of  a  par- 
ticular instance  ?— I  speak  of  some  reaaons 
for  the  exportation  ot  bulKon  having  cctoie 
to  my  knowledge  on  this  occasion,  Which 
Inay  riot  atwajn^  be  fb^  case. 

Vou  have  stated,  thttt  ie  biia  come 
Hitbin  your  knowledge  that  goM  tta^been 
8^t  to  France  and  to  Flanders  in  paVment 
(tf  grain;  batf  it  come  within yiiur  bioW- 
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ledge  that  gold  has  been  senHo  any  other 
parts-  of  the  continent  of  Europe?-^ 
To  several  other  parts  of  the  contment ; 
to  Holland  particularly,  and  some  smaN 
part  to  Spain;   perhaps  to  Hamburgh. 

Whether  you  can  form  an  opinion  of 
the  proportions  ofthe  gold  which  has  been 
sent  to  the  places  on  the  continent  that 
vou  have  mentioned  ?-^I  think  that  Hoi* 
land  is  the  place  to  which  by  far  the 
greatest  quantity  uf  sold  has  been  sent. 

What  proportion  does  that  bear  to  tho 
gold  which  has  been  sent  to  France  ?^ — I 
cannot  state  the  precise  proportion,  but  I 
think  that  considerably  more  gold  haa 
Veen  sent  to  Holland  than  to  France. 

Was  it  double  the  quantity  ?— I  cannot 
specify. 

Can  you  mention  the  proportions  of 
gold  which  have  been  sent  to  Amsterdam 
and  to  Hamburgh  ?•— No,  I  cannot ;  the 
same  merchants  frequently  trading  toboth 
places,  it  is  not  in  my  power  accurately  to 
ascertain. 

Whether  you  believe  that  any  part  of 
the  gold  which  has  been  sent  to  Holland 
and  to  France,  has  been  sent  in  payment 
for  any  articles  brought  into  this  country 
firom  places  in  the  Baltic  ?— I  do  not 
know. 

po  you  know  whether  any  gold  has 
been  sent  to  Denmark,  to  Prussia,  or  to 
Russia  ?— I  do  not,  but  I  think  that  the 

frf  atest  mart  for  cold  on  the  continent,  as 
said  before,  is  HoHand. 

Do  you  know  that  there  was  any  extra 
demand  for  gold  in  consequence  of  the 
Expedition  to  Walcheren  ?  —  I  do  not 
think  that  there  was^  as  far  as  my  recol* 
lection  serves. 

Have  you  any  opinion  of  the  quantity 
of  gold  which  Was  taken  out  of  the  coun- 
trv,  in  consequence  of  the  Expedition  to 
Walcheren  ?— I  do  not  think  that  it  wa* 
considerable. 

Do  you  know  the  value  of  the  graife 
that  has  been  imported  of  l^te  from  France 
into  this  country  ?— I  do  not. 

Whether  the  amount  of  gold  sent  to 
France  in  payment  for  grain  was  very 
considerable,  as  for  as  comes  within  yoUt 
own  knowledge  ?— I  do  not  know. 

Have  you  any  reason  to  know  whether 
any  cotisiderabie  quantity  of  the  coin  of 
this  oountrv  may  have  been  melted  for  the 
purposes  or  exportation  ?— >I  know  nothing 
ofthe  khid. 

Or  have  been  exported  ? — t  know  no» 
thing  of  it,  except  iiroin  repoM  in  the 
neWspaperit 
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You  have  said,  there  are  a  variety  of 
new  markets  for  gold  ;  since  what  time? 
— I  said  not  new  markets^  but  new  pur- 
chasers.. 

Do  not  you  conceive  that  sold  of  a  value 
greater  than  500,000/.  has  been  exported 
within  the  course  of  the  last  12  months  ? 
—I  cannot  speak  precisely  with  respect 
to  amounts^  but  I  think  it  has  exceeded 
that. 

Do  not  you  conceive  that  the  export  of 
gold  exceeded  a  million  of  money  in  value 
during  the  last  12  months?— I  do  not 
think  so. 

Have  you  at  any  time  drawn  .a  calcu* 
lation  between  the  quantity  which  has 
been  imported  and  received  by  you  as 
imported,  and  the  quantity  exported  by 
you  within  the  last  12  mouths  r — I  have 
not. 

Could  you  in  as  far  as  vou  are  able  to 
ascertain  the  sources  of  the  gold  which 
you  receive,  and^  the  application  of  the 
gold  which  you  sell,  be  enabled  to  form 
such  ajcomparison  ? — Much  time  might  be 
occupied  in  the  attempt,  and  I  am  not  cer- 
tain whether  it  could  be  done  with  any 
degree  of  accuracy. 

Do  you  conceive  that  the  quantity  of 
gold  exported  does  considerably  exceed 
that  which  has  been  imported  in  the  last 
1 2  months  ? — ^I  should  not  conjecture  that 
it  does,  it  is  really  impossible  to  say ;  it 
does  not  always  come  immediately  into 
our  possession  from  the  person  who  im- 
ported it. 

Has  the  Quantity  of  gold  sent  to  Spain 
been  consiaerable  ? — I  think  not. 

Has  there  been  any  sent  up  the  Medi- 
terranean ?— Not  in  considerable  quan- 
tities* 

Or  to  the  East  Indies  ?— No. 

You  have  stated,  that  you  know  cir- 
cumstances of  gold  having  been  sent  to 
France  and  Flanders  for  the  purchase  of 
^ain ;  do  vou  know  of  any  circumstances 
where  golci  exported  has  been  exclusively 
so  applied  ?-— I  cannot  say  that  it  has  been 
exclusively  so. 

Do  yon  know  of  any  case  iu  which  it 
•has  in  any  degree  been  applied  to  the 
purchase  of  grain  ?— I  cannot  speak  to  the 
amou^t. 

Does  it  happen  to  be  in  the  course  of 
jrour  experience  to  know  in  general  for 
jvhat  purposes  gold  is  to  be  applied  which 
passes  through  your  hands  ?— lonly  spoke 
pf  particnlar  instances. 

Then  you  do  not  mean  to  state  that  it 
is  the  practice  to  send  gold  to  the  coati* 
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nent  for  the  purchaae  of  aay 
modities  ?;:->Cevtainly  I  d^ 

Do  you  know  if,  during  the  ^1 
years,  the  exports  of  gold  have  en 
the  imports  in  a  greater  proportioo  tktMs 
in  ^rmer  years  ? — I  cannot  amy  ^  it  is  its- 
possible  for  me  to  form  an  estioutle  of  ihs 
imports. 

Von  have  saM*  ^^  i^  neceasary  to  taks 
great  precaution  to  procure  the  mgr*m  d 
gold  into  the  continent  ?— -I  aaid,  I  be- 
lieve, that  some  precautions  are  necessary. 

Is  there  any  other,  difficulty  tiian  t^ 
arising  from  thq  decrees  of  Buonaparte  ?" 
I  should  suppose  those  decrees  to  coost:- 
tute  the  difficulty. 

As  it  is  not  the  usual  practice  for  per- 
sons buying  gold  to  inform  you  as  to  the 
purposes  to  which  that  gold  will  be  s^ 
plied,  do  you  infer  from  auch  informalieii 
naving  been  given  you  on  a  recent  ocea* 
sion  as  to  the  purchase  of  grain,  that  the 
purchase  of  grain  must  have  been  to  am 
unusual  amount  ?  —  I  see  no  reasoo  te 
draw  that  conclusion* 

From  what  you  have  stated  about  the 
exportation  of  specie  to  the  continent  lor 
corn,  I  understand  you  to  have  confined 
yourself  to  gold  ?*-I  have. 

From  what  data  i»it  that  you  have  beea 
led  to  observe  this  exportation  of  gold  for 
corn  ^?— I  have  not  stated  that  the  case 
was  generally  so ;  I  have  only  spoke  of 
one  or  two  instances  that  came  under  my 
observation. 

How  late  are  those  ? — ^I  think  about  J 
or  4  months  ago. 

Were  those  instances  numeroos  enoogb 
to  induce  you  to  believe  that  there  was 
any  considerable  exportation  of  gold  for 
the  purchase  of  corn } — ^The  instances  that 
came  under  my  observation  were  not  saf« 
ficiently  numerous. 

Within  your  experience,  do  yon  re* 
member  any  former  period  at  which  your 
attention  was  called  to  a  similar  circom- 
stance,  of  gold  being  exported  for  comi 
—No,  I  do  not. 

Were  those  persons  from  whom  yoo  re* 
ceived  information  that  the  gold  they  pur- 
chased from  yon  was  to  be  teot  oat  for 
corn,  dealers  in  com  ?-<^In  one  imtanct 
they  were. 

Can  yon  form  any  gueas^  what  propo^ 
lion  the  corn  imported  lately,  bore  to  tin 
other  commodities  for  which  gold  wiiex* 
ported  ?— -I  cannot. 

Do  you  know  whether  any  gold  was 
sent  to  Holland  for  com  ? — ^I  have  al* 
ready  said  I  do  not  know  liie  pnrposes  fof 
wbicD  gold  was  sent  to  HoUaod. 
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Vou  haTe  stated,  that  all  descriptions  of 
gold  had  been  bought  from  yon  with  a 
view  to  exportation,  and  ihat  almost  all 
the  gold  that  yon  have  sold  lately  was  to 
be  exported  ?— Yes. 

Hownrach  of  that  gold  do  yon  con- 
ceive (o  have  been  of  the  descnption  of 
foreign  gold,  or  of  gold  from  the  coin  of 
thu  coautry  ?— We  are  careful  not  to  sell 
any  gold  for  exportation  which  is  not  either 
in  foreign  coin  or  in  bars,  sworn  off  before 
libe  court  of  aldermen,  as  I  haye  already 
stated. 

Do  you  know  whether  it  is  the  exporter 
himself  who  swears  to  the  description  of 
gold  before  the  court  of  aldermen  ? — It  is 
the  seller. 

Is  it  part  of  his  affidavit  that  he  is  the 
owner? — ^Yes,  it  is. 

As  far  as  yofi  know  from  your  own 
transactions,  ir  the  exportation  of  gold  in 
few  hands,  or  divided  among  many  ?— It 
certainly  is  not  divided  into  so  many  hands 
as  the  market  for  silver  bullion. 

Can  vou  state  nearly  the  number  of  the 

-class  of  persons  who  have  dealings  of  that 

sort  withr  you  ? — There  are  perhaps  from 

10  to  2Q  merchants  who  have  lately  been 

chiefly  exporters ;  about  20. 

As  far  as  you  know,  is  it  generally  the 
same  persons  that  purchase  mm  you  who 
export,  or  are  there  any  middle  dealers 
between  you  and  the  exporters  ?—Wc 
sell  directly  to  persons  who  export 

Have  you  any  knowledge  or  the  quan- 
tity of  gold,  purchased  through  your 
means,  that  goes  into  the  country  or  to 
the  outports  ?— »I  have  not. 

Can  you  state  zny  information  or  opi- 
nion to  the  Committee,  of  the  probable 
amount  of  the  illicit  exportation  of  gold  ? 
—I  have  no  means  whatever. 

Have  you  any  knowledge  of  instances 
ef  gold  being  seized  when  about  to  be  ex- 
ported ?— I  believe  that  there  was  one  in* 
stance  of  gold  being  about  to  be  exported 
without  a  regular  licence,  but  whether  the 
objection  was  in  form  or  an  endeavour  to 
evade  it  altogether,  I  don't  know. 

Was  that  to  any  considerable  amount  ? 
—I  believe  it  was  to  some  considerable 
amount. 

Can  you  give  the  Committee  any  in- 
formation as  to  what  amount  of  goM  may 
have  been  carried  out  of  this  country  by 
the  masters  of  neutral  and  other  foreign 
ships  ?— -I  have  no  means  of  knowing  the 
ships  by  which  it  is  conveyed. 

I)o  you  happen  to  know  whether  any 
ef  those  who  purchase  gold  from  you. 
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supply  the  masters  of  such  vesseh  ?— I  do ' 
not; 

Do  you  know  whether  there  has  been 
any  export  of  gold  to  other  parts  of 
America,  north  or  south,  than  to  the 
Brazils  ?«— I  do  not ;  I  do  not  believe  that 
there  has. 

Do  you  know  any  instance  of  gold  hav- 
ing been  seized,  on  its  arrival  in  France 
or  Holland? — I  do  not;  I  believe  it  is 
on  account  of  its  greater  facility  of  access 
that  gold  is  preferred  as  an  article  of  ex- 
port. 

Do  you  know  of  any  gold  having  been 
exported  to  the  ^azils  ? — ^It  has  been  fre- 
quently bought  by  merchants  trading  to 
the  Brazils,  for  the  purpose  of  exporting 
to  the  Brazils. 

Can  vou  put  the  Committee  in  posses- 
sion or  any  information  with  re&[ard  to 
the  quantity  of  gold  which  formerly  was 
sent  from  the  Brazils  to  Portugal  ? — No; 
but  considerable  quantities  were  formerly 
sent  from  Lbbon  to  this  country,  and  f 
suppose,  as  I  said  yesterday,  that  they 
came  from  the  Brazils.' 

Are  you  able  to  state  about  what  quan- 
tity annually  used  to  come  from  Lisbon 
to  this  country  } — I  cannot. 

Had  you  ever  had  any  Information 
firom  the  Brazil  merchants,  that  they 
bought  it,  to  send  to  the  Brazils?— Yes, 
repeatedly. 

Have  you  remarked,  that  as  the  quan*- 
tity  of  bank  notes  has  increased,  gold  has 
got  proportionably  dearer  ?7-Not  per- 
ceiving that  the  increase  or  decrease  of 
bank  notes  has  any  connexion  with,  or  in- 
fluence upon,  the  price  of  gold,  wo  have 
paid  no  attention  to  that  subject. 

You  have  stated,  that  an  unfavourable 
exchange  takes  money  out  of  the  country 
at  present  ?— Yes ;  and  that  there  are 
other  circumstances. 

You  have  already  stated  the  difference 
between  gold  which  is  our  standard,  and 
bank  paper,  to  be  as  between  3/.  lis,  lOftf. 
to  4/.  lOs.  or  nearly  10  per  cent.:  if  a 
person  therefore  at  Hamburgh  sends  over« 
bill  for  a  hundred  guineas,  how  is  it  paid? 
—I  stated  that  the  difference  between  the 
market  and  the  Mint  price  was  about  10 
per  cent,  but  I  did  not  make  any  distinc. 
lion  between  Bank  paper  and  the  coin; 
the  bill  can  be  paid  either  by  the  export* 
ation  of  gold  and  silver  or  other  com- 
modities, or  the  purchase  of  a  bill  here. 

The  simple  question  I  ask  is  this ;  if  I 
take  a  bill  from  Hamtmrgh,  drawn  upon 
London  for  a  hundred  guineas,  in  what 
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does  the  aqcepiojr  pay  me  ?— It  it  ia  his 
power  to  pay  either  in  coin  or  in  Bank 
x^ote9»  or  ux  a^y  other  commodity  which 
you  conceive  to  be  of  an  adequate  value. 

-  '  In  point  of  fact  what  can  I  demand  of 
him  ? — ^I  suppose  that  Bank  notes  are  a 

"l^gal  tender. 

.  This  being  paid  in  paper,  what  mus^  I 
do  to  get  gold  for  the  further  traffic  of  my* 
correspondent? — Jf  it  is  your  design  to 
esport  gold,  you  certainly  must  purchase 
it  either  in  foreigp  coin  or  in  sold  ia«  bars 
tnelted  from  foreign  coin,  or  foreign  bars 
Df  ffold. 

ff  with  a  hundred  English  guineas  at 
^amblu^gb  you  wisb  to  purchase  a  bill 
upon  London,  what  sterling  amount  would 
you  consider  yourself  entitled  to  have 
tjbatbill  for  at  present?— "It  is  necessary  to 

SaJculate  the  rate  of  exchange  between 
[lis  country  and  Hamburgh  before  I  can 
answer  that  question. 

If  then,  in  the  first  instance*  he  could 
receive  gold,  would  he  not  sive  16  per 
cent,  nioi'e  iu  exchange  ?— He  certainly 
would  if  he  could  receive  gold  with  the 
liberty  to  export  it. 

3o  that  if  Bank  paper  and  gold  ex- 
changed even^  the  currency  to  the  fo- 
rjeigner  would  be  16  per  cent,  better, 
would  it  not?— -If  a  person  were  at  li- 
bertv  to  export  English  gold,  he  cer- 
tainly would  get  1 6  per  cent,  more  than 
if  he  exported  foreign  gold. 

February  fi4,  1 8  la 

Francts  Horneb,  Esq.  in  the  Chair. 

Samuel  Thomas  Binns,  Esq.  called  in, 
and  examined. 

What  are  you  ? — I  belong  to  the  house 
of  William  and  Jacob  Wood,  successors 
lo  Messrs.  Binns  and  Wood ;  I  am  not  a 
partner  in  the  house,  but  manage  the  con- 
cerns of  it  for  the  representativea  of  Wil* 
liam  and  Jacob  Wood. 

.  Wha^  is  the  particular  line  of  dealings 
if  th^  hopse  ?«i^In  all  kinds  of  bullion. 

Do  you  deal  in  the  import  and  export 
•f  bullion  ?— 'We  do  not  export  bullion* 
nor  import  it, 

Pescribe  generally  the  particular  na- 
ture of  yoqr  trade.«>-People  bring  bullion 
|o  our  bouse  for  sale,  and  seme  come  to 
ikuy;  |pl>eu  we  have  any  quaptity  of 
£Df  eign  coin  w^  <^pply  to  the  brokers^  who 
sell  it  for  us. 

Yon  purcfan^f)  foreign  c<Mn  and  builioa 
en  your  own  accoent,  to  sell  to  those  who 
fom^  to  you  to.  purchase,  but  are  not 
loerfly  intermediate  brokers  b(il|v«Wtbe 
pnrcbasmr  ana  seller  ?«<-)^o. 


Atp  the  sales  ef  tl»e  hoiiMci9>**>^^cnUe 
ra  the  cogjrse  of  a  yeaor  ?-r-^*o^  ▼•'y  <*»• 

siderabie* 

Does  the  business  of  Uiei  boQS«  oaki 
you  acquainted  in  any  oMaBwldmble.de> 
gcee  with  tl^  soeneral  aiate  of  the  bnilHs 
tradf  ?'— No ;  full  w^gphfc  ooina  we  seU  o 
we  receive^  bat  light  coxa  wc  melt  ioio 
bars. 

Do  yjQu  speak  of  foreign  coins  ooly  ?^ 
At  present. 

How  do  yoQ  fix  the  price  Ai  which  jim 
buy  ?*-There  is  always   a  market  pria 
for  coins  of  every  description- 
How  do  you  judge  what   i^  ifae  maiiKl 
price  ?-~We  enquire  of  the  brokers. 

What  brokers  ? -^  Mocatta  and  GoU* 
smid. 

It  is  their  judgment  alone  yoa  take  u 
to  the  price  ?— Their  price  aa  what  we 
sell  at;  their  price  rules  our  price  coar 
pletely.  * 

Do  you  buy  British  coin  ?«— light  cous; 
a  few,  not  many. 

Are  there  many  other  persons  in  ^ 
san^e  line  with  yourself  ?-~There  are  it* 
vera!  others  I  believe,  but  I  am  not  ic* 
quainted  with  them. 

Have  you  bought  any  British  coiss 
lately  ?-*Some  few,  not  many. 

Do  you  know  of  anv  full  weight  Briiidi 
coin  having  been  sold  lately  ?«-«^o. 

From  whom  do  you  usually  bay  gold/ 
—When  «ny  person  brings  gold  to  oor 
bouse  w.e  buy  it,  but  we  ko6w  o^  ^< 
whom. 

Do  you  mean*  that  they  are  itrangci* 
who  bring  it  ?— In  general.     , 

Do  they  bring  it  in  barsi  or  ia  fiwcign 
coin?«->In  general  in  coin*  seme  few  bsm 

Is  it  very  much  the  same  penons  who 
come  to  you  with  fore^  coins  and  bsa 
to  sell  ?-^There  are  msny  persoas  wAo 
come,  who  we  know  not  from  one  time  to 
anther. 

How  is  it  ascertained  by  yon,  that  thai 
which  is  brought  in  bars  has  sst  bses 
melipd  from  ^lish  coin  ^— I.  kas^  ^ 
any-^eans  ot  ascertaining  it. 

Do  you  know  most  of  the  peisoof  vbo 
bring  gold  of  that  description  ?-*Wc  do 
not 

To  whom  do  yon  sell  that  goid/^^^ 
various  penons. 

Do  you  know  the  buyers  ?«P-Yes* 

Do  you  always  know  the  buy*'*'^ 
Their  perpoas«  bu^  not  their  osqisi  ^  ^ 
times. 

Ifw.  their  residepcas  ?^->Nok 

whet  4«KriptioBs  of  peiww  sit  ^ 
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in  gwutii  BMrdMOU  ?«-BiitloD*niaktrt 
moo  cbina-dealers  or  penooi  employad  ia 
gHding  china,  aiid>wellen. 

You  mppoio  that  gold  to  bo  and  ia 
ii^MMMi  manu&ctim  ?««-Yos« 

Thoic  are  tbo  chief  purchasori  from 
yon  ?«-Yes,  ihey  are.      x 
.  Do  yoo  aisay  the  gold  which  ia  brooght 
t^voQ?— -Yes. 

Yott  always  aaiay  it  yourself  ?—-Yeif9  any 
qnanlity. 

Ja  it  bv  aaaaving  yoo  Jknow  from  whal 
it  is  produced  r— No,  we  cannot  tell  from 
what  it  is  produced. 

Have  you  no  means  of  judging  from 
ivbat  a  gold  bar  brought  to  you  has  boon 
produced  i-^l  have  not ;  I  should  obserro* 
h  have  been  something  short  of  fifteen 
months  in  the  business,  and  am  not  very 
well  acquainted  with  it. 

Is  there  an^  person  ia  the  house  more 
acquainted  with  it  than  yourself  ?-^NOj 
there  is  only  a  lad  of  fifteen  years  of  age. 

Do  you  know  the  price  or  gold  in  the 
sUndard  bar  now? — I  believe  the  last 
price  of  standard  gold  ia  9Qi.  per  ounce. 

Tbe  price  of  Portugal  coin  ?— Ninety* 
two  shillings  per  ounce.  Gold  .lor  export 
tation  commands  a  higher  price  than  that 
^hich  cannot  be  sworn  off. 

How  much  higher  ?«^That  is  uncer- 
tain»  it  depends  upoo  the  state  of  the 
market,  what  quantity  there  is. 

What  is  the  difiereaee  at  present  ?— As 
acarl  V  as  I  can  tell,  about  Si,  an  ounce* 

Wnen  you  speak  of  90t.  as  tbe  pmeot 
price,  you  speak  of  the  price  as  that  of 
gold  which  cannot  be  sworn  off  ?— -That 
can  be  swora  off. 

Do  you  speak  of  thai  as  gold  in  bars  ?«* 
Gold  in  bars  is  the  oaly  gold  that  is  stan- 
dard gold,  except  I  believe  Portugal ;  aad 
that  gold,  I  should  observe,  is  not  always 
ataadard,  hot  the  price  ia  always  spoken 
of  as  the  standard  ounce* 

How  do  you  distinguish  gold  ia  bar 
that  mav  be  sworn  off,  nrom  gold  that  may 
Bot } — uy  meltiag  it  from  coins. 

If  golci  is  brooght  to  yoo  ia  the  shape 
of  bar,  how  do  you  judge  whether  it  may 
be  swora  offer  not  ?->Ualess  it  isforeign 
bars  we  cannot  tell;  there  ar^  soomi  few 
bars  come  from  Portugal,  and  aoaae  lew 
from  the  Bast  Indies. 

If  bars  of  gold  are  bvooghl  lo  yen  which 
you  cannot  say  are  loreiga  oars,  and 
which  are  standard  %  nsay  they  or  amy 
they  not  be  sworn  off  ?— They  caaaet  be 
sworn  off,  unless  we  know  that  they  are 
«Mally  aradacttllraai  temgn^paU. 


Po  yoagive  the  mm^  for  Ugh*  gainaaa 
which  you  do  for  other  standard  goM  ?-<-. 
I  aiake  a  difiereaee  of  abont  three-pence 
an  ounce  less  lor  light  guineas  thaa  fisr 
barsL 

For  bars  that  oaa  ba  iwom  off f^-^No, 
for  home  consumption. 

Supposing  the  price  at  prOaeaft  lo  be 
90s.  what  should  you  suppose  the  price  in 
proportion  for  Hght  guineas  ?— To*day  I 
should  give  about  9d«.  64*  par  ouaca,  peiw 
baps  85s.  Qi. 

'What  is  the  reason  for  that  diflfereaca 
of  S  oeace  ? — ^Tbe  expence  of  melting. 

w  hat  per  oupce  wouM  yoo  give  to-day 
ibr  standard  gold  that  may  be  exported  ? 
^-Under  the  uncertainty  of  time  when  it 
may  be  exported,  I  caanol  take  npoa  me 
to  say  what  I  would  give. 

What  is  the  last  mvket  price  fi>r  gold 
that  may  be  exportad.?— Ninety  shilhngi^ 
I  believe. 

What  is  the  last  market  price  of  gold 
in  bar  that  may  not  be  exported  ?— About 
S6f. 

What  was  the  last  price  yoo  gave  lor 
light  guineas  ?— To  the  best  of  my  lacoU 
lection  about  85s.  9dk 

Have  yon  made  any  large  purchase  or 
sales  at  those  prices.?«-No. 

Is  the  price  risinff  or  falling  ?>^I  believa 
it  to  be  pretty  steady. 

Since  when  ?— 1  do  not  know  of  any 
altsmtion  within  the  last  two  or  three 
weeks. 

Has  it  beea  higher  within  the  last  six 
months  ?— -I  believe  not. 

Have  yoo  any  means  of  jodaiag  who* 
ther  it  is  likeJy  to  rise,  or  fiUf^^-lio,  I 
have  not. 

Has  it  beea  higher  witfala  thia  twalvo* 
month  ?-«I  believe  not. 

Has  It  not  been  4t  12s.  within  the  last 
twelve  or  fifteen  months  ?«—Nes  to  nqf 
knowledge. 

Are  voor  dealinfps  in  gokl  to  any  con* 
siderabie  amount  in  the  course  of  tha 
year?— Not  very  coaaidcrable ;  chiefiy 
in  foreign  coins. 

Have  yon  bad  any  means  of  ialbnning 
yourself  whether  there  has  been  any  re* 
markaUe  export  or  impott  within  the  last 
year  ?^-I  have  not. 

Your  house  does  not  act  Ibr  the  Bank 
ia  any  way.? — N<^  itdoes-aot 

Is  tbaia  any  entry  made  at  any  oAea 
at  the  Bank  many  deslings  j^m  ha^  in 
goM  or  aUvcr  ?-^U  aoki-  or  silver  eoM  by 
die  bralmrp  iseatered  atthe  Bank. 

An  your-  deaimga  through  tha  iater* 
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Tention  of  a  broker  ?— la  general ;.  not 
always* . 

Is  there  any  other  forei^*  broker,  ex- 
cept Mr.  Goldfimid  ? — I  believe  not. 

In  what  part  of  your  dealings  do  you 
employ  a  broker  ?— When  we  sell,  we 
boy  without  a  broker. 

You  buy  in  small  quantities,  and  sell  in 
large  ?— Yes. 

what    class   of    people    bring    light 
guineas  to  you,  the  shopkeepers,  or  the 
.banker,  or  the  country  bankers,  or  what 
class  of  people  ?— -I  cannot  say. 

Do  they  come  to  you,  or  you  go  to 
Ihem  ?— oThey  come  to  me. 

You  weigh  the  light  guineas  brought 
to  you  ? — Yes. 

How  much  are  they  deficient  ? — ^Some 
half  a  ^rain  or  a  grain  ;  some  are  deficient 
six  grains :  when  we  weigh  light  guineas, 
we  do  not  attend  to  how  much  they  want, 
but  to  ascertain  whether  they  are  current 
or  not ;  then  we  wei^h  them  all  together. 

Does  not  a  practice  prevail  etther  of 
sweating  down  heavy  guineas,  or  doing 
something  to  them  to  make  them  light,  to 
bring  them  within  the  weight  to  a£nit  of 
their  being  melted  down  ?— Not  to  my 
knowledge. 

Yoa  do  not  know  of  such  a  thing  being 
done  ?— -No. 

What  is  the  expense  of  melting  down  ? 
«-Very  inconsiderable. 

Is  the  process  very  easy  ?— Yes,  I  be- 
lieve it  is. 

What  is  the  expense  of  providing  the 
means  of  melting  them  down  ?— -With 
that  I  am  not  acquainted ;  a  place  is  ob- 
liged to  be  built  on  purpose. 

Would  the  heat  of  a  common  fire  melt 
Ihem  down  ?— No,  I  believe  not. 

Is  not  tlie  coin  which  you  melt  down  as 
light  gold,  sold  to  the*  goldsmiths,  and 
employed  in  articles  of  manufacture  ?— 

About  what  amount  of  light  guineas 
have  you  bought  within  the  course  of  the 
last  year  ?— -I  shonld  imagine  from  1,000 
to  2,000  guineas. 

Durine  the  whole  course  of  the  last 
year  ?— Yes. 

Which  have  been  melted  ?— Yes,  they 
have. 

Are  there  anv  other  dealers  in  the  same 
line  with  vonr  house  ?— -There  are  se- 
Toral  other  houses  in  the  same  line. 

How  many  ?— I  do  not  know. 

Do  yoa  know  of  any  persons  who  make 
it  their  bminesB  to  collect  light  guineas,  to 
bring  them  to  you  or  to  other  dealers  in 
the  same  way  in-No. 


In  what  snms  are  li^t  gmaeas  bfos^ 
to  you  ?— In  small  sums. 

Of  one  or  two  gnineas,  or  how  Dtick 
more  ?— Perhaps  ten  or  fifteen. 

What  class  of  persons  generally  biipi 
light  guineas  to  you  ? — ^I  do  not  enquire 
who  people  are. 

You  never  take  them  from  persons  y«a 
do  not  know  ?— -I  have  taken  them  nom 
persons  I  never  saw  before. 

Generally  speaking,  'who  are  the  per- 
sons who  come  to  yon  with  light  guineas? 
—I  do  not  know. 

Are  they  in  your  opinion  persons  wbo 
wish  to  make  more  money  of  them  this 
twenty  one  shillings  ?— Not-  to  my  know- 
ledge ;  I  do  not  know  their  intention. 

In  point  of  fact,  they  do  make  moit? 
—Yes,  they  do.  " 

The  average  you  give  for  a  ^inea  k 
about  twenty  thi^e  shillings,  is  it  not  ?— 
No,  I  believe  not  quite  so  mach. 

Is  there  any  fixed  price  yovL  give  for  \ 
single  guinea?— It  is  according  to  the 
weight. 

Supposing  it  to  be  just  under  the 
weight,  have  you  any  regulated  price  ?" 
No,  we  calculate  by  the  weight. 

Does  not  a  light  guinea  when  offered  to 
you,  produce  more  to  the  person  offeriog 
It  than  a  guinea  in  naper  ?— Yes»  it  does. 

Are  the  small  gold  coins  brought  to  yoo 
in  the  same  way  ? — ^No. 

No  half-guineas  ?«-No. 

Have  yoo  had  any  recent  inilance  of 
purchasing  a  light  guinea  for  lessthsn 
twenty  one  shillings  ?— I  do  not  recollect 
any. 

What  do  dealers  in  your  line  consider 
as  a  fair  difference  between  their  pur- 
chases and  their  sales  ?— From  a  half  to 
one  per  cent,  according  to  the  state  of 
the  market. 

Is  your  bullion  coin  deposited  in  yeot 
own  warehouse,  or  at  the  Bank  ?-»iB  ^^ 
own  warehouse. 

Can  you  state  what  m^j  be  the  aveng^ 
weight  of  a  certain  quantity  ofoor  ^^ 
coin ;  say  five  hundred  gmneas,  such  is 
that  coin  is  which  is  in  common  cirotis* 
Uon  ?^-    [The  answer  was  postpooed.] 

The  only  guineas  you  have  had  an  oo- 
portunity  of  weighing  are  those  whi^ft 
are  so  light  that  they  are  unfit  to  remsio 
in  circohktion  ?— Yes. 

Do  yon  know  that  it  is  the  practice  ^ 
give  a  premium  to  exchange  hi*T7 
guineas  against  light  ?-*I  do  not 

WiLLUM  Mbbi.s»  esq.  called  ini,  and  ex>* 
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What  M  your  busioefit  ?— I  am  a  bai\)cer 
atnd  a  gold  refiner. 

la  tbe  hoQse  of  Cox  and  Merle  ?"— Yes. 

I>e8cribe  Ibe  general  natace  of  your 
dealings  as  a  re6iier  ?— Our  general  aeal- 
ings  are  in  toppi ying  the  goldsmiths  wilh 
gold  and  silTer,  ror  the  purposes  of  their 
manofactare;  at  the  same  time  I  sell  a 
great  deal  of  silver  to  the  merchants,  and 
gold  also  for  exportation. 

What  are  the  different  descriptions  of 
;o1d  which  passes  through  your  hands  ?** 
'"^e  hare  it  of  all  qualities ;  it  is  impos- 
aible  to  enumerate  them. 
.  Do  foreign  gold  coin  and  gold  in  bar 
fom  a  part  ?— Yes,  of  different  qualities. 

Is  there  any  quantity  of  light  guineas 
passes  through  your  hands? — Not  now; 
we  have  had  millions  when  the  gold  coin 
was  called  in ;  but  there  has  been  no  call- 
ing in  lately. 

If  light  guineas  are  brought  to  yon  for 
sale,  do  you  purchase  them  ? — ^We  used 
to  do ;  but  we  have  not  had  any  lately,  on 
account  of  the  high  price. 

You  would  purchase  them  if  they  were 
brought  to  you  ?-*Yes. 

Why  does  the  high  price  of  gold  pra« 
Tent  tneir  being  brought  toyou?—- The 
jewellersi  I  apprehends  melt  them  down 
themselves;  if  they  were  brought  to  me  I 
should  ffive  no  more  than  the  current 
price;  but  at  the  present  price  of  gold 
they  would  produce  more. 

When  light  guineas  were  brought  to 
you,  you  purchased  them  ? — I  did. 

Accordmg  to  what  rate  ?— 1  he  Bank  at 
that  time  gave  3/.  17s.  6d,  an  ounce  for 
them  when  melted  in  bars,  and  we  gave 
9L  I7s.  2d.  per  ounce  in  guineas. 

T}iat  was  the  market  price  of  gold  at 
the  time  ?^*Yes. 

If.  liffbt  guineas  had  been  brought  to 
you  within  the  last  year  and  offered  to  you 
for  sale,  would  you  not,  in  the  same  man- 
ner,  have  bought  them    at  the    market 

Srice?— -No;  because  they  would  prc^ 
ace  more  than  twenty-one  shillings;  I 
should  not  have  bought  them  at  more  than 
the  ooiuiige  price,  which  is  SL  17s.  lO^d. 
per  ounce,  which  would  make  them  pro- 
dace  about  l/.  0$,  lOd.  that  will  make  a 
guinea  from  the  Tower  exactly  1^  U. 

Have  you  made  any  considerable  pur- 
chases of  light  guineas  since  the  period  of 
the  reruoinage  ? — O  yes,  vast  quantities; 
many  .thousands. 

For  the  purpose  of  melting  them  down 
into  bars  ?«*Yes,  and  sending  them  to  the 
Ssak. 


Did  you  buy  them  at  the  market  price  f , 
— ^Yes ;  at  the  market  price,  accoraipg  to 
what  the  Bank  gave :  the  Bank  has  never 
given  more  tban  5/.  17s.  Otk  and  we  have 
given  3/.  J  7s.  2d.  or  3/.  17f.  2|(f.:  then 
therb  was  two-pence  for  melting,  and  that 
left  a  profit  of  lid. 

Supposing  gold  was  scarce,  and  that 
there  was  a  great  demand  for  it,  what 
would  prevent  you  from  giving  the 
market  price  for  it  ? — Nothing  would  pre* 
vent  my  doing  it ;  but  if  I  had  not  a  con- 
sumption iu  supplying  the  trade  here,  I 
should  then  send  it  into  the  Bank,  because 
none  of  this  gold  can  be  sent  out  of  the 
country,  being  English  goUI. 

What  has  been  the  market  price  of  gold 
during  the  last  year  ?-r-I  can  hardly  in- 
form you  what  may  be  called  the  market 
price,  foreign  gold  is  so  much  higher  out 
of  proportion  than  English  gold;  the  last 
foreign  gold  from  foreign  ooin  I  sold  at 
44.  lOt.  per  ounce ;  I  sold  it  as  standard  al 
that  price. 

That  was  the  price  at  standard  fine* 
ness  ?r^Yes. 

Do  you  speak  of  it  in  bars  ? — Yes^  foi| 
reign  bars :  3/.  17s.  S^d.  is  the  coinaffe 
price,  and  gold  of  an  equal  quality  is  sold 
at  4/.  lOi.  for  exportation ;  I  sell  gold 
much  lower  to  the  trade  here. 

What  price  have  you  got,  at  the  same 
time  you  speak  of,  for  bar  sold  which 
could  not  be  exported  ? — ^We  delivend  it 
to  the  trade  at  about  4/.  8#.  and  once  we 
have  been  obliged  to  advance  it,  on  ao- 
count  of  the  scarcity. 

If  you  could  set  41.  8s.  from  the  tnde 
for  gold  that  could  not  be  exported,  would 
not  you  have  given  as  much  for  light 
guineas  brought  to  you,  as  would  have 
given  you  the  profit  you  expected  I— No, 
certainly  not ;  I  could  not  think  mfMt 
justified  in  giving  tS  shillings  for  a 
guinea ;  I  have  always  understM>d  it  waa 
contrary  to  the  laws  of  the  country,  and 
ifl  was  to  do  a  thing  of  that  kind  I  should 
have  many  applications  made  to  me ;  per* 
haps  they  might  file  down  heavy  suineae 
and  bring  me,  and  if  they  could  sell  them 
to  me  for  1/.  3s.  they  would  not  let  them 
go  at  I/.  If. 

What  do  you  conceive  to  be  the  ille* 
gality  ?— I  understand  the  melting  down 
heavy  guineas  is  felony,  and  1  have  under*- 
stood  as  to  the  giving  more  than  It  If.  for 
a  guinea  some  penalty  will  attach  to  the 
person  giving  it;  and  indeed  there  b  a 
proof  of  it,  for  there  is  a  man  in  custody, 
who  has  been  givipe  a  premium  for 
guineas,  and  he  is  now  odd  40  bail. 
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you  wanted,  in  order  to  sell  for  home  con- 
sumption, if  you  were  wUline  to  gi?e  the 
price  of  foreign  gold  ? — No,  I  should  have 
found  no  difficulty,  but  then  I  should 
lose  a  great  deal  of  money  if  I  was  to  sell 
it  for  home  consumption  at  the  price  of 
English  gold  ;  we  have  been  obliged  to 
raise  the  price  5f.  an  ounce,  as  it  is. 

Is  the  Committee  t6  understand  it  is  the 
high  price  and  not  any  defect  in  quantity 
which  has  caused  the  supply  not  to  be 
equal  to  the  demand  } — ^Certainly  ?  for 
the  supply  of  foreign  gold  would  be  more 
than  equal  to  the   supply  here. 

There  is  always  gold  in  the  market  ?— - 
Yes,  if  you  will  pay  the  price  for  it. 

Do  you  conceive  that  the  price  of 
foreign  gold  in  the  market  is  its  fair  and 
natural  price  ? — No  ;  we  always  consider 
that  if  gold  is  above  coinage  price  it  is  out 
of  proportion  ;  it  is  the  difierence  of  ex- 
change abroad  that  enables  them  to  give 
the  price  which  they  do. 

Considering  it  with  relation  to  the  ex- 
change, is  it  the  fair  price  ? — I  should 
think  it  out  of  proportion,  taking  it  with 
reference  to  the  exchange  ;  the  exchange 
is  about  two  or  three  and  twenty  per  cent, 
against  this  country. 

What  is  the  diiiereiice  betwetrn  the 
Mint  and  market  price  of  gold  per  cent.  ? 
—'It  is  about  15  or  16. 

Does  not  gold  in  bullion  bear  that  price 
in  England  which  it  ought  to  bear,  con- 
sidering the  price  which  it  fetches  upon 
the  continent  ? — ^Yes ;  I  suppose  it  is  ra- 
ther less  than  more ;  I  should  think  it  from 
6  to  7  per  cent,  in  favour  of  the  importer, 
out  of  which  however  he  mt^t  pay  the 
charges. 

Can  you  make  any  estimate  what  the 
charged  are  ?— i  cannot  mysetf. 

At  the  present  rate  of  exchange,  can 
you  csilculate  what  will  be  the  price  of 
an  .ounce  of  standard  gold  in  this  country 
as  an  object  of  remittance,  iaktng  into 
consideration  the  expence  of  that  remit- 
tauce  }'rr^^>  ^  cannot  tell. 

Can  you  inform  the  Committee  what,  in 
peace  times,  was  the  expence  of  ex- 
pmrting  gold  from  hence  to  Amsterdam  ? 
—No,  I  cannot,  I  never  exported  any. 

When  you  buy  gold,  you  pay  lor  it 
in  bank  paper  ?-^Yes. 

The  payment  being  made  in  Bank  paper, 

the  price  is  W.  lu^.  an  ounce  ? — ^What  1 

have  sold  for  the  home  trade  I  bad  only 

4/.  8«.  for. 

If  you  were  to  pay  in  guineas,  should 


you  get  the  gold  at  a  cheaper  rate  r-— 
I  could  not  pay  in  guineas  ;  1  eannot  get 
them. 

Supposing  you  had  guineas  to  give 
could  nut  you  buy  that  gold  at  a  cheaper 
rate  than  'W.  lOs.  an  ounce  ?^N»  ;  I»hGok 
not  offer  a  less  price  certainly  ;  if  I  was 
to  buy  any  quantity  of  gold  and  p*y  tot 
it  in  guineas,  i  should  ofier  the  same  price 
as  in  Bank  paper. 

When  you  speak  of  the  Miot  prkc 
being  3/.  17j.  iOd  |.  an  ouuce,  do  you  cal- 
culate that  in  gold  coin  or  in  Bank  paper  - 
— We  make  no  difference,  and  1  do  i^i 
believe  there  has  been  any  diftereoce  la 
paying  in  specie  or  Bank  paper. 

Is  not  the  reason  why  a  a  ounce  of  goki 
is  worth  S/.  17t.  10^.  ^  that  as  many 
guineas  as  weigh  an  ounce  amount  to  that 
sum  ?— Yes;  if  a  gentleman  came  aod 
brought  me  gold,  I  should  pay  him  ex- 
actly the  same,  whether  I  paid  him  m 
gold  coin  or  Bank  notes. 

The  Mint  price  of  gold  ia  the  price  cal- 
culated in  gold  coin  r— Yes. 

And  the  market  price  of  gold  at  pre- 
sent is  calculated  by  paper?— Yes,  iti<» 
ail  paid  in  paper  ;  but  if  they  were  to  pay 
guineas,  foreign  gold  would  still  bear  the 
same  price  as  it  does  now  if  the  ejccbangt 
continued  the  same. 

If  I  go  to  a  silversmith's  shop,  and  see  a 
gold  cap  in  weight  and  fineness  exactly 
too  guineas,  and  the  silversmith  asks  me 
10/.  besides  for  the  workmanabip;  if  I 
ofier  him  115^.  for  that  cop,  woahl  not 
his  aniswer  be,  the  gold  itself  ia  wertk 
that ;  would  he  take  the  i  151  for  it  io 
bank  notes  ? — ^Certainly ;  for  the  goM 
that  I  sell,  I  receive  Bank  notes  ia  pay- 
ment. 

How  much  would  it  cost  voQ  in  Biok 
notes  to  boy  that  quantity  or  gold  which 
in  weight  and  fineness  would  be  equal  t» 
100  guideas  ? — IQSL 

Do  not  you  sell  Knglish  geld  at  4il  <$«.  ? 
^-Yes. 

If  I  go  to  a  silversmith's  shop,  and  see 
a  gold  cup  in  weight  aod  fineness  exactly 
too  gumeas,  and  the  silversmith  asks  10/. 
besides  for  the  workmanship;  whet  would 
the  worth  of  thai  cup  be  oov  .^^i-A  cop  of 
equal  fineness  and  weight  to  100  guineas, 
takine  the  cup  at  SL  17s.  J0«/|.  peroimcf, 
would  be  worth  105L 

What  is  it  worth  at  the  present  price  ?— 
According  to  the  preient  price  of  goki  it 
would  be  worth  I  i8/>  '2»» 

Would  not  the  silversmith  reqaiit  llSil 
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2fu  for  the  weight  of  the  ^Id,  and  10/. 
b«flidet  foe  the  workmanship  ?— 1  suppose 
he  would,  because  gold  is  so  mach  abore 
the  standard  price. 

Supposing  no  legai  restrictions  to  exist, 
and  no  scruples  lo  exist* in  your  mind,  to 
the  making  a  difference  between  paper 
and  guineas,  and  that  you  were  left  simply 
to  calculatiuns  of  your  own  interest,  could 
you  not,  in  that  caise,  make  a  considerable 
dilierence  in  the  ^ale  of  any  article  for 
ICX)/.  in  paper  or  100/.  paid  m  specie  ?— 
Yes;  if  I  was  allowed  to  melt  guineas, 
it  would  make  nea?  lOs.  an  ounce  ditttrence 
to  me. 

What  difference  would  yQU  malce  upon 
the  value  of  100/  ?«•  About  half  a  crown 
upon  each  guinea  ;  I  could  aftord  to  sell 
the  gold  for  S$.  an  ounce  le^s  thun  1  am 
obliged  to  do  now,  if  I  was  allowed  to 
melt  guineas. 

In  the  transactions  which  pass  through 
the  agency  of  Messrs.  Goldsmid^  does  the 
gold  go  through  the  Bullion  office  at  the 
Bank  r— In  general  it  does. 

Does  it  always  ?-»-Not  exactly  always; 
I  believe  I  may  say  always,  except  our 
house;  when  Mr.  Goldsmid  sells  for  me, 
he  generally  sella  to  Abraham  (loldsmid, 
jun.  and  then  perhaps  he  will  send  to  my 
house  and  take  it  away,  and  weigh  it ;  all 
.  our  foreign  gold  he  does  not  buy,  goes 
through  the  Bullion  office,  not  only  the 
bars  but  all  foreign  gold. 

What  do  you  conceive  to  be  the  cause  of 
the  disappearance  of  guineas  from  circula- 
tion witnin  the  last  six  months  ?•*-!  can 
only  ffive  my  opinion,,  not  knowing  it  po- 
sitively, but  I  have  no  doubt  they  are  col- 
lected up  to  be  sent  abroad ;  I  have  heard 
it  has  been  the  practice  of  a  number  of 
people  to  attexid  among  the  butchers 
m  WhitecKapel  and  other  markets,  and  to 
give  a  premium  £br  them  ;  indeed  there  is 
a  salesman  in  Smithfield  from  *  whom  I 
used  to  receive  a  great  deal  of  light  monev> 
and  who  has  asked  me  whether  I  would 
not  give  a  premium  for  it,  which  I  refused, 
and  he  said  he  could  procure  five  per  cent, 
upon  it. 

You  conceive  the  cause  of  IIk  dinp* 
pearance  of  guineas  from  circulation  to  be, 
the  high  price  of  gold  bullioo,  and  the 
temptatioa  to  export  it  on  account  of  that 
high  price  ?— No  doubt  of  il. 

What  do  you  conceive  the  reason  for 

the  high    price    of  gold  bullion  ?— -The 

exchange  making  it  ao  much  morefisvour- 

able  to  traiiamit  it. than  bills* 

Haa  your  attentioa  been  particularly  dt* 
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rected  to  the  subject  of  fore  ignexchanges? 
—No,  it  is  out  of  my  line ;  I  never  ex- 
ported any^  myself.  , 

£ver  siuce  the  period  of  1 800,  as  bank 
notes  have  increased  in  x|uantiey,  has  the 
price  of  gold  bullion  risen  proportion- 
ably  ? — No ;  I  do  not  think  bank  notes 
have  bad  any  eflectupon  gold. 

Have  you  made  any  observatiou  upon 
it  ?  —  No,  I  have  not. 

Have  you  ever  considered  the  aubject 
generally  ?— No;  we  never  have  {bund 
any  difficulty  till  the  course  of  exchange 
had  taken  such  a  turn  as  to  create  ademand 
for  it  abroad. 

Do  you  know  whether  it  has  or  has 
not  ?•— No ;  I  have  never  considered  it. 

Have  you,  from  any  consideration  of 
the  subject,  enabled  yourself  to  judge 
what  effect  a  large  issue  of  bank  paper 
might  have  upon  the  price  of  gold  ?-« 
No  ;  nor  did  I  ever  consider  that  it  had 
any  thing  to  do  with  the  gold  ;  but  I 
never  examined  the  subject,  I  never  gave 
it  a  thought. 

You  deal  in  silver  bullion  as  well  as  in 
gold  ?— I  do. 

What  is  generally  the  nature  of  yeur 
transactions  in  silver  bullion  ?— I  buy  a 
vast  quantity  from  the  Bank,  and  I  have 
very  large  qnantitiea  from  my  diffihrent 
correspondents. 

In  bars  and  in  dollars  ?— Yes,  in  both. 

To  whom  do  you  sell  it  again  ?«>*My 
oonsimiptien  may  be  about  20,(KX}  ounces 
a  month  among  the  trade,  and  I  sell  a  ^ 
vast  quantity  of  dollars  to  merchants;  but 
I  do  not  export  any  thing  myself. 

Nor  import  any  thing  T— ^No ;  I  receiva 
a  great  deal  from  my  friends,  when  the 
Spanish  ships  come  homo ;  I  have  had  a 
great  deal  from  Cadiz  arid  from  the  South 
Seas ;  I  have  had  a  great  deal  of  silTer 
from  Buenos  Ayres. 

There  is  no  restrictiooon  the  exporta- 
tion of  any  silver,  is  there  ?— 'Yed,  the  same 
as  it  is  with  gold. 

It  roust  be  sworn  off  ?*-Yes»  but  I  never 
did  swear  any  off. 

Is  there  any  difference  belween  the 
price  of  silver  that  cannot  be  sworn  off 
and  of  silver  that  can  ?— I  should  think 
not ;  because  it  is  not  worth  while  to  do 
it,  owing  to  the  convenieiice  of  beii^  sup- 
plied with  dollars. 

What  is  the  present  price  ^--Dollars 
are  5s.  6d.  peronnce. 

What  is  the  price  of  standard  silvor?«-» 
There  js  none  in  the  market  at  prosent, 
but  it  would  be  about  ^twopence  halfpcaay 
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hig^r;    iliay  generally  keep  the  same 
proportion. 

-  Are  not  Spanish  dollars  worth  somethtM 
more  in  general  than  their  tntriusic  value? 
—No ;  bar  silver  and  dollars  go  hand  in 
hand  together ;  one  does  not  sell  oot  of 
proportion  to  the  other. 

Do  yoa  melt  down  Spanish  dollars  ?«i* 
Ycsy  a  great  manv  ;  if  I  have  not  bar 
silver,  I  am  obliged  to  melt  dollars. 

Of  the  dollars  issned  some  time  ag6  by 
the  Bank  at  4«.  9d.  have  not  a  consider* 
aUe  Quantity  been  melted  down  bv  the 
trade  r-^The  Bank  called  them  all  in ; 
they  took  them  back  at  the  price  at  which 
ihcy  issued  them. 

Were  not  a  considerable  quantit}r  of 
those  dollars  melted  down  ?-^There  might 
b^  apme,  b«t  they  could  not  be  worth 
above  4f*  4d,  or  4s.  M.  when  they  called 
4hem  in»  therefore  the  persons  having  them 
w'ere  glad  to  take  them  in. 

A  dollar  is  worth  4s.  ad.  at  par  ?— That 
depends  npon  the  price  in  the  mavket.  [ 

What  do  yon  consider  the  standard 
price  of  a  dollar^  taking  the  value  at  what 
oar  English  coin  should  be  ^«*It  woold 
come  toaboot  4s.  tfii.  I  suppose;  but  I 
hav*e  not  known  in  my  reoollection  that 
silver  has  been  so  low  as  the  standard 
price ;  the  standard  price  would  be 
about  5s.  2\d,  an  ounce ;  dollars  are  SiL 
an  omute  worse  in  quality  than  standard 
aibFor. 

Sixty-two  and  an  half  is  the  standard 
price  of  silver  } — ^Yes ;  dollars  would  then 
be  worth  only  4ff.  I  Id.  an  ounce. 

Supposing  silver  to  be  at  iu  standara 
price,  what  woold  a  dollar  then  be  worth? 
4»»Foar  shillings  and  fonrpenoe. 

What  is  a  dollar  worth  pow?— »Foor 
shillings  and  ninepence :  silver  is  abont 
Jd.  an  ounce  now  above  the  coinage  price. 

That  is  about  9  percent,  is  it  not?— - 
I  suppose  thereabouts. 

fitow  do  you  account  fix*  the  circum- 
stance of  gold  being  16  per  cent,  above 
its  coinage  price,  «od  silver  only  9  ? 
—I  cannot  answer  that  question  because 
I  am  not  conversant  with  the  foreign  con« 
nection. 

Ton  suppose  it  a  question  connected 
with  the  state  of  the  foreign  exchanges  ?•-* 
Yea  j  and  there  are  neoy  places  where 
dollars  will  not  do  as  gold  will  do. 

You  do  not  suppoee  it  to  arise  from  any 

cause  in  the  consumptioo  of  Ofie  article  or 

4Ue  other  m  the  coimtry  ?— No;  I  do  not 

consider  the  consumption  to  have  any 

#kigto4o  with  H  J  a  geeat  aaaoy  dollars 


go  out  to  the  West  Indies,  aad  piAy 
very  little  gold  gnee  there,  bet  fjk 
h  wen  over  to  the  Continont  and  sa 
dollars. 

What  is  the  came  of  th*  present  pme 
of  stiver  bollion  beinr  bigoer  thaa  ik 
coinage  price?— The  dmsinnid:  Ihaiti 
great  demand  for  dollar*,  and  perin^i  \ 
most  give  5s.  Id.  on  Monday,  becam 
they  are  wanted  to  go  out,  nod  1  therefae 
must  get  them  at  the  beet  price  I  ca; 
perhaps  that  may  last  lor  a  month  or  ^ 
haps  only  for  a  week ;  dollars  vary  cmj 
week  an  halfpenny  era  peiuay  an  eaecc 

You  know  that  at  the  time  we  are  om» 
ing  gold  at  fl/.  17s.  lOfdL  per  ounes,  sc 
are  coining  silver  5a  2dL  per  enace,  ifca 
the  proportiotts  betweesi  goJd  and  wHm 
are  such  thai  the  silver  will  alwajrs  \m 
more  than  the  gold  ?i»»Yee«  certainlf  t 
will. 

Therefim  it  is  notpoaaihle  that  Bod 
silver  should  lemain  aa  the  coin  of  ib 
country  ?-^Ni^  certainly  not. 

Are  not  the  bankem  in  the  habit  d 
giving  a  premium  for  silver  ?«^We  sid 
to  do  It  till  we  get  the  stamped  doUso;  1 
have  given  lOli.  fi»r  a  ^naasi^  ofcsa 
worth  dot.  it  it  was  melted  doem,  dieegk 
passing,  for  an  hundred,  bpt  1  have  gins 
that  premium  to  get  it,  bad  as  It  is,  fm- 
ticularly  at  hanrest  tima^  it  is  alwif 
very  scarce  then* 

It  comes  back  again  afteiwmdaf^Ys^ 
some  of  it ;  but  we  nave  ginsp  \\  ff  ^^ 
for  it,  notwithstanding. 

FsAttcis  HoBKsa,  Esq.  in  the  Chvr. 

Aasoh  AsHsa  Golosh  rn,  Eta.agsincsUcd 
in  and  eipimineoj 

Can  yon  explain  why  the  price  ef  fdd 
is  frequently  omitted  to  bo  qoeled  6r  i 
long  period  tooether,  as  for  1400*  1*^' 
and  igos?— Wien  the  picas  of  goM  ^ 
not  qnoted,  the  transactMSis  aye  not  tider 
numerous  or  importpntb 

Do  you  mean  to  say,  that  duriot  ^ 
whole  of  these  three  years  there  wsisi>^ 
transactions  enoeghleeonstitins  a  fWP^^ 
—I  have  no  doeht  that  the  Hf^ 
amount  wee  sofflcient  to  constaiais  s  pnce* 
but  I  am  not  aware  vrhedher  ^mts^ 
any  thing  suficient  done  betwese  eicft 
post  day.  ^ 

Can  TOO  state  what  might  be  Ibt  ^ 
price  or  saoh  few  ealea  as  seek  ph**'*^ 
rOQr  ireasMlsj  doiian  the  vrhelasf  ^^^ 
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€hrM  jiBiLrn,  w^  the  price  of  foreign  gold 
in  bartf  aiMl  Pbrtugtil  gold  hi  coin. 

Have  jrou  aicertained  the  time  when  a 
change  took  place  of  an  exportation  of 
gold  frottt  this  conntr]^  to  the  firazili,  hi- 
8te«d  of  an  importation  f — ^Towards  the 
middle  of  the  year  1808,  the  merchanti 
trading  to  the  Brazils  and  Pbrtngal  pur- 
chased gold  and  ftilver  bullion,  instead  of 
selling  it  ai  before. 

Was  ihere  not  before  that  period  an 
Importation  of  tilver  from  the  Bfaails  ? — I 
believe  not. 

In  what  manner  do  yon  tx  the  price  of 
gold  as  between  buyer  and  seller  ? — ^By 
ascertaining  the  general  disposilion  of 
bnyers  and  sellers,  and  stating  tne  medium. 

Dd  yon  mean  that  yon  enquire  what  is 
the  price  which  the  one  in  yaur  judgment 
it  likely  to  be  pleased  to  give,  and  the 
other  the  price  which  the  other  is  likely 
to  be  willing  to  sell  at  ?— Yes,  it  is  the 
general  opinion  of  the  market. 

Have  you  any  reference,  in  fixing  the 
price,  to  the  prices  of  the  foreign  market  ? 
-—Certainly. 

How  do  yoQ  ascertain  that  ?<— By  in- 
qjuiring  the  last  price  of  various  mer- 
chants; and  generally  the  general  dis- 
position of  the  market  concurs  with  the 
prices  abroad,  because  persons  are  willing 
to  buy  op  to  that  price. 

Are  tney  soverned  by  the  antecedent 
price  of  gold'?— Gnidedf  by  the  general 
aisposition  of  the  buyers  and  sellers  here 
and  the  prices  abroad ;  there  is  seldom 
anv  great  fluctuation,  unless  some  f^reat 
influx  or  sudden  rise  ;  for  some  consider- 
able demand  or  larse  arrival  will  certainly 
tend  to  fall  the  price ;  and  any  consider- 
able depression  of  the  exchange  would 
tend  to  raise  the  price,  which  might  arise 
firom  many  causes. 

Bnumerate  those  causes,  or  give  some 
instances. — In  fact  there  frequently  arise 
causes  of  which  we  are  not  aware  of  the 
original  source,  such  as  a  particnlar  de- 
mand for  ffold  on  the  continent,  as,  I  be* 
lieve,  is  the  case  in  the  present  instance  ; 
or  money  going  out  of  the  country  for  the 
pavnieot  of  troops  abroad  to  any  consider- 
able extent  would  naturally  have  that 
effect 

Would  the  price  of  gold  be  affected  by 
a  large  exportation  of  silver  for  the  troops 
thmiA  ? — ^1  am  not  aware  that  it  would. 

Then,  in  order  that  the  pay^sent  of  a 
tubftldy  abroad*,  or  the  remittance  of  money 
for  the  payment  of  troops  abroad,  should 
slfect  tne  price  of  gola  here,  is  it  your 
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opinion  that  the  remittance  must  be  made 
in  whole  or  in  part  in  Rold  ?— If  there  are 
markets  abroacT  in  which  there  is  a  de- 
mand for  hoth  gold  and  silver,  the  abstrac- 
tion of  silver  from  the  market  here  must 
Batnrally  enhance  the  price  of  gold. 

If  either  gold,  silver,  or  bills  of  exchange 
were  sent  for  the  subsidy,  would  it  not 
equally  have  an  effect  r — If  bills  were 
sent,  it  would  certainly  increase  the  debt 
of  this  country  to  the  continent. 

Do  you,  in  point  of  fact,  know  that  a 
remittance  of  silver  from  diis  coinitry  oft 
account  of  government,  has  in  your 
market  raised  the  price  of  gold  ? — When 
the  price  of  gold  is  advanced,  it  is  not  at 
alt  times  possible  to  trace  it  accurately  to 
its  source. 

Then  do  you  mean  to  sav,  that  yon  do 
not  recollect  an  instanre  in  which  the 
price  of  gold  was  to  your  knowledge 
raised  by  a  remittance  of  silver? — I^ 
any  instance  in  which  it  was  strictly  as- 
certained to  be  so. 

Do  yon  recollect  whether  large  remit- 
tances were  made  from  this  covntry  to  the 
continent  in  the  year  1796? — I  have  no 
recollection  of  any  events  of  that  descrip- 
tion, which  passed  so  far  back  as  1796. 

Supposing  yon  were  to  hear  that  the 
trading  intercourse  between  this  country 
and  the  neighbouring  parts  of  the  conti- 
nent was  likely  to  be  interrupted  more 
than  ever  by  the  severity  with  which  the 
French  emperor  was  abunt  to  execute  his 
restrictive  edict,  should  you,  in  fixing  the' 
price  of  gold,  take  that  circams^nce  into 
your  consideration  ?— I  think  that  such  an 
event  would  stimulate  purchasers,  and 
consequently  probably  increase  the  price, 
in  order  to  avail  themselves  of  the  existing 
opportunity  of  exporting  it. 

Tlien  you  suppose  that  the  ooportonity 
would  be  lessened  after  the  edict  rfioukl 
become  in  force  ? — I  am  supposing  that 
the  buyers  should  entertain  such  an  opi- 
nion. 

Can  you  speak  of  a  demand  for  goM 
upon  the  continent:  what  information 
have  you  as  to  the  extent  of  that  Increased 
demand,  or  the  causes  of  it  ?— From  what 
I  have  heard,  I  believe  that  it  ha*  greatly 
arisen  from  the  practice  of  the  IVencn 
armies,  who  .in  their  progress  through  the 
continent  carry  gold  in  order  to  pay  the 
demands  upon  them ;  and  as  a  proof  of 
the  probability  of  this  circumstance,  since 
the  war  in  Spain,  doublooiu  have  borne  ^ 
greater  premium  on  the  continent  in  pro« 
pbition  CO  other  gold. 
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At  what  market  ?-*In  Holland. 

What  is  the  difference  of  the  price* of 
donbloons  in  the  Dutch  market,  before  the 
Spanish  war  and  since? — 1  cannot  speak 
precisely  as  to  that. 

How  is  the  price  of  doubloons  at  Am- 
sterdam stated  ? — 1  do  not  know. 

How  long  have  you  been  personally 
acquainted  with  the  trade  of  bullion  in  this 
country  ?  About  six  or  seven  years. 

Within  that  perioil  of  six  or  seven  years, 
have  you  ever  knuwu  the  price  of  gold  at 
the  Mint  price  ?  i  have  uoL 

Would  you  say  that  for  any  length  of 
time  during  that  period  the  price  of  gold 
has  been  at  what  you  would  call  a  steady 
price  ? — During  the  years  1806^  1807  and 
J 808,  the  price  continued  at  4/. 

Are  not  these  the  years  in  which  you 
•tated  there  were  not  transactions  enough 
to  constitute  a  price  ? — ^I  suppose  that  the 
transactions  were  not  very  numerous  and 
important,  but  all  the  bargains  that  were 
made  were  at  that  price. 

Can  you  state  the  reason  of  that  regular 
price  during  those  years,  and  was  it  not 
because  the  Bank  of  England  fixed  that 
as  the  price  which  they  would  give  for 
gold  during  those  years  ? — The  market  for 
gold  was  the  same  during  those  years, 
and  that  is  the  cause  of  the  steadiness  of 
the  price. 

What  do  you  mean  by  the  market  for 
gold  ? — ^I  mean  to  say,  that  all  or  almost 
all  the  purchases  were  made  for  the  same 
quarter. 

Were  the  purchases,  by  the  quarter  to 
which  you  allude/  considerable  ? — ^The 
aggregate  amount  might  be  considerable, 
but  I  am  not  aware  what  in  point  of  fact 
It  did  amount  to. 

You  have  stated,  that  during  those  years 
the  demand  on  the  part  of  the  purcbas«>rs 
was  nearly  the  same;  was  the  supply 
equally  steady  on  the  part  of  the  buyers? 
— 1  cannot  answer  that  question  without 
referring. 

You  have  stated,  that  you  always  ascer- 
tain the  price  by  what  you  call  the 
general  disposition  of  the  market,  and  by 
taking  a  medium  between  the  prices  of  the 
buyers  and  sellers ;  did  you  adhere  to  that 
courbe  in  fixing  the  price  during  those 
years? — It  is  our  uniform  practice  to  do  so. 

Did  you  adhere  to  that  uniform  prac* 
tice  during  those  three  years? — Certainly. 

Did  you  likewise  during  those  three 
years,  in  fixing  the  price,  advert  to  the 
price  of  gold  in  the  foreign  market  and  to 
the  course  of  exchange  ?-^It  is  impossible 


for  me  (o  speak  particularly  of  our  con- 
duct during  those  three  years,  bul  I  am 
persuaded  that  it  was  so,  from  its  uniform 
tenor. 

Do  you  at  present  understand,  with  re- 
spect to  those  three  years  1 806,  1 807,  and 
1 808,  that  the  price  remained  so  steadily 
the  same,  because  all  the  circumstances 
to  which  it  is  the  uniform  practice  to  ad- 
vert in  fixing  the  price  underwent  no 
variation? — It  may  be  that  the  demand 
for  one  quarter  exceeded  all  competition. 

Is  it  not  the  custom  for  difierent  persons 
to  place  gold  in  your  hands,  with  direc- 
tions for  selling  it,  without  specifying  the 
price  at  which  it  should  be  sold  r — Cer- 
tainly. 

And  does  not  a  contrary  practice  as 
ofien  prevail,  of  your  being  limited  to  a 
price  by  the  seller  ?  — Both  cases  frequently 
occur. 

Do  both  cases  occur  with  respect  to 
buyers  ? — With  rej;ard  to  buyers,  we  ge- 
nerally have  some  limits. 

But  is  there  not  some  discretion  allowed 
you,  in  general,  by  the  sellers  ? — There  is 
frequently  a  latitude  in  both  cases. 

Do  I  understand  you  correctly,  in  con- 
ceiving your  account  of  the  steady  price 
during  the  three  years  1806,  1807  and 
1 808,  to  be  this,  that  from  one  quarter  of 
the  buyers  there  was  a  permanent  demand 
for  whatever  bullion  you  could  supply 
under  a  certahi  price,  and  that  the  price 
of  bullion  in  the  market  never  in  point  of 
fact  exceeded  that  price  ? — I  conceive  the 
case  to  have  been  so. 

Whether  the  fluctuation  was  so  sudden, 
as  in  the  course  of  a  month  to  rise  I  Or. 
per  ounce  ? — I  do  not  think  the  fluctuation 
was  so  sudden. 

When  did  the  price  of  gold  begin  to 
rise  above  4/.  ? — 1  cannot  speak  to  that. 

About  what  time  did  that  state  of  cir- 
cumstances cease,  which  yon  have  des* 
cribed  in  your  former  answer,  the  effect 
of  one  buyer  upon  the  market  ? — I  think 
that  cause  operated  during  the  course  of 
the  years  1806,  1807  and  J  80S. 

Was  it  the  rise  in  the  price  of  gold  to 
more  than  4*/.  that  put  an  end  to  the  de- 
mands from  the  quarter  which  you  have 
alluded  to  ? — Yes. 

Was  that  rise  from  4/.  to  i/.  10«.  which 
you  have  spoken  of  in  your  former  an- 
swers, a  progressive  rise  r — To  the  best  of 
my  recollection  it  was. 

About  what  time  did  it  attain  the  maxi- 
mum ?— >!  do  not  recollect. 

Then  is  the  Committee  to  understand  it 
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to  b«  yoQf  opinion,  from  the  eridence  yoo 
have  givei^,  that  this  rise  in  the  price  of 
gold  WHS  occaaiooed  by  a  change  in  those 
circumstances  which  bad  remained  steady 
during  the  years  U09«  1807  and  IgOtt?— 
Those  cifcumstancea  had  not  remained 
steady,  bot  they  had  not  changed  so  much 
as  to  raise  the  price. 

YoQ  mean  the  circomstancea  affecting 
the  price  of  gold  in  the  foreign  market,  as 
well  as  the  operations  of  government  here, 
occasioning  remittances?—- Circumstances 
in  general. 

I>o  yoo  indndo  both  descriptioni  of 
ctromiitaiict.  ia  yoar  gweral'^deKrip. 
tion  ?— Yes. 

Is  not  the  price  of  bollion  regulated  by 
the  buyer  and  seller;  and  you  being  only 
the  medium  between  them,  have  no  con- 
trol or  influence  over  the  fiicing  the  price  ? 
—It  is  regulated  by  the  general  disposi- 
tion of  tkw  buyers  and  sellers,  and  no  one 
has  any  influence  so  as  to  raise  or  depress 
it  aboTe  or  bdow  its  natural  level. 

If  a  persoii  in  possession  of  100  guineas 
of  full  weight  were  to  melt  them  into  bars 
and  sell  them  in  the  market,  what  sum  in 
Bank  of  England  paper  would  he  be  able 
to  obtain  for  them  ?— He  would  have  acted 
illegally  in  melting  the  guineas,  and  his 
bar  would  be  unsaleable. 

How  could  the  buyer  know  that  that 
bar  was  melted  from  English  guineas  ? — 
No  bar  is  sold  for  exportation  unless  the 
proprietor  swears  before  the  coart  of  al- 
dermen, as  I  have  already  said,  that  it  is 
melted  from  foreign  coin  or  from  foreign 
gold  in  bars. 

Supposing  the  persons  concerned  were 
nevertheless  to  take  that  oath,  what  profit 
would  they  obtain  upon  that  transaction  ? 
—They  would  in  the  first  instance  obtain 
the  profit  which  arises  from  the  difference 
between  the  market  and  the  Mijit  prices 
of  gold ;  and  in  the  next  place  if  they 
were  to  export  it,  they  would  derive  the 
profit  of  the  export  merchant. 

Upon  the  sum  of  100  guineas  (uU 
weight,  bow  much  would  the  fii*st  of  those 
profits  amount  to  in  pounds  shillings  and 
pence  N-^Fifteen  pounds  eleven  shillings 
and  sixpence. 

Then  for  100  guineas  melted  into  a  bar, 
he  would  have  Stained  \2\L\is^  6dL  in 
Bank  of  England  paper?— Yet. 

If  he  could  ibr  105/.  have  l^l/.  \U.  6d. 
and  contrive  to  procure  100-  more  gui- 
neas,, would  he  not  h»vo  made*  a  profit  of 
15L  Ws.  Od,  and  be  in  a  condition  to  re« 
peat  that  operation  ^*— Certaialy. 
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Does  not  the  same  temptation  to  melt 
our  lighter  coin  exist  in  proportion  to  its 
approach  to  full  weight?— Certainly  it 
does. 

Is  there  not  a  positive  temptation  to 
nick  all  our  English  gold  coin  that  is  not 
degraded  Ibr  sixteen  per  cent? — Yes. 

Do  yon  think  that  in  the  market  that 
person  could  get  the  121/.  1 U,  6d.  paid  to  ' 
him  for  his  bar  in  specie  ?-^The  practice 
of  the  Bank  has  always  been,  to  pay  and 
receive  money  in  Bank  notes. 

If  the  transaction  through  your  inter^^ 
vention  were  between  one  individual  and 
another  (the  Bank  having  no  concern  in 
the  transaction),  do  you  think  that  in  the 
case  supposed  any  purchaser  could  be  found 
at  present  who  would  pay  121/.  lU,  Qd^ 
in  specie  for  the  bar  melted  down  from 
100  good  guineas  ?— Whether  the  Bank 
have  any  concern  or  not,  the  mode  of  re«> 
ceiving  is  precisely  the  same. 

State  your  opinion. — I  dare  say  any 
person  would  find  a  great  difficulty  in 
doing  so  even  if  1^  were  thus  inclined. 

If  as  an  individual  you  were  about  to 
purchase  on  your  own  accoutit  a  gold  bar 
of  the  weight  and  standard  of  100  good 
ffuineas,  and  you  had  money  enough  in 
Bank  notes  in  one  drawer  and  in  specie 
in  another  to  complete  the  bargain,  would 
you  make  any  difference  in  paying  the 
seller  in  one  monies  or  the  other? — ^I  cer^ 
tain  I V  never  would  make  a  bargain  in 
whicli  there  "should  be  any  difference. 

Cbarlbs  Lyne,  esQ.  called  in,  and  exsr« 

mined. 

Have  you  opportunities  of  knowing  the 
course  of  the  trade  in  this  country  and 
foreign  parts,  in  gold  coin  or  bullion  ? — A 
little  of  iU 

Do  you  know  whether  in  the  course  of 
the  last  two  years  there  has  been  any  re« 
markable  change  in  the  state  of  that  traile* 
as  to  export  or  import? — ^As  far  as  my 
knowledge  goes,  there  appears  to  have 
been  a  great  difierence  in  respect  of  the 
import  of  gold  beii^  smaller. 

Since  when  has  that  change  taken 
place  ? — I  cannot  precisely  say ;  I  should 
think  in  the  course  of  these  three  or  four 
years. 

Do  you  mean  that  within  the  course  of 
these  three  or  four  years  the  importation 
pf  gold  has  been  less  in  this  country  than 
in  former  years? — ^Yes. 

How  has  the  export  of  gold  from  this 
country  been,  in  the  same  time  ?^-'I  haft 
no  knowledge  of  that. 
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'At  what  market  ?— 'In  Holland. 

What  is  the  clifference  of  the  price' of 
doubloons  in  the  Datch  market,  before  the 
Spanish  war  and  since? — 1  cannot  speak 
precisely  as  to  that. 

How  is  the  price  of  doubloons  at  Am- 
sterdam stated  ? — 1  do  not  know. 

How  long  have  you  been  personally 
acquainted  with  the  trade  of  bullion  in  this 
country  ?  About  six  or  seven  years. 

Within  that  perioil  of  six  or  seven  years, 
have  you  ever  knuwp  the  price  of  gold  at 
the  Mint  price  ?  i  have  uol. 

Would  you  say  that  for  any  length  of 
time  during  that  period  the  price  of  gold 
has  been  at  what  you  would  call  a  steady 
price? — During  the  years  I80d,  1807  and 
1808,  the  price  continued  at  4/. 

Are  not  these  the  years  in  which  you 
stated  there  were  not  transactions  enough 
to  constitute  a  price  ? — ^I  suppose  that  the 
transactions  were  not  very  numerous  and 
important,  but  all  the  bargains  that  were 
made  were  at  that  price. 

Can  you  state  the  reason  of  that  regular 
price  during  those  years,  and  was  it  not 
because  the  Bank  of  England  fixed  that 
as  the  price  which  they  would  give  for 
gold  during  those  years  ? — The  market  for 
gold  was  the  same  during  those  years, 
and  that  is  the  cause  of  the  steadiness  of 
the  price. 

What  do  you  mean  by  the  market  for 
gold  ? — I  mean  to  say,  that  all  or  almost 
all  the  purchases  were  made  for  the  same 
quarter. 

Were  the  purchases,  by  the  quarter  to 
which  you  allude,  considerable  ? — The 
aggregate  amount  might  be  considerable, 
but  I  am  not  aware  what  in  point  of  fact 
it  did  amount  to. 

You  have  stated,  that  during  those  years 
the  demand  on  the  part  of  the  purchasi^rs 
was  nearly  the  same;  was  the  supply 
equally  steady  on  the  part  of  the  buyers? 
— 1  cannot  answer  that  question  without 
refer  rmg. 

You  have  stated,  that  you  always  a<%cer- 
tain  the  price  by  what  you  call  the 
general  disposition  of  the  market,  and  by 
taking  a  medium  between  the  prices  of  the 
buyers  and  sellers ;  did  you  adhere  to  that 
courbe  in  fixing  the  price  during  those 
years? — It  is  our  uniform  practice  to  do  so. 

Bid  you  adhere  to  that  uniform  prac- 
tice during  those  three  years? — Certainly. 

Did  you  likewise  during  those  three 
years,  in  fixing  the  price,  advert  to  the 
price  of  gold  in  the  foreign  market  and  to 
the  course  of  exchange  ?— It  is  impossible 


for  me  to  speak  particularly  of  onr  coo- 
duct  during  those  three  yean*  bni  I  am 
persuaded  that  it  was  so,  from  its  uoiform 
lenpr. 

Do  you  at  present  understand^  vriifa  re- 
spect to  those  three  years  I M6,  1 807»  and 
1 808,  that  the  price  remained  so  steadily 
the  same,  because  all  the  circmnstaxkrei 
to  which  it  is  the  uniform  practice  to  ad- 
vert in  fixing  the  price  underwent  bo 
variation? — it  may  be  that  the  demand 
for  one  quarter  exceeded  all  cooipetitioiL 

Is  it  not  the  custom  for  different  f>ersoos 
to  place  gold  in  your  hands,  with  direc- 
tions for  selling  it,  without  specifying  the 
price  at  which  it  should  be  sold  r — Cer- 
tainly. 

And  does  not  a  contrary  practice  as 
often  prevail,  of  your  being  Imiited  to  i 
price  by  the  seller? — ^BotK  cases  frequentij 
occur. 

Do  both  cases  occur  with  respect  to 
buyers  ? — With  re;>ard  to  buyers,  wc  ge- 
nerally have  some  limits. 

But  is  there  not  some  discretion  allovreti 
you,  in  general,  by  the  sellers  ? — There  is 
frequently  a  latitude  in  both  cases. 

Do  I  understand  you  correctly,  in  con- 
ceiving your  account  of  the  steady  price 
during  the  three  years  1806,  It$07  and 
1 808,  to  be  this,  that  from  one  quarter  of 
the  buyers  there  was  a  permanent  demand 
for  whatever  bullion  you  could  supply 
under  a  certahi  price,  and  that  the  price 
of  bullion  in  the  market  never  in  point  of 
fact  exceeded  that  price  ? — I  conceive  the 
case  to  have  been  so. 

Whether  the  fluctuation  was  so  sudden, 
as  in  the  course  of  a  month  to  rise  I  Ok. 
per  ounce  ? — I  do  not  think  the  fluctaation 
was  so  sudden. 

When  did  the  price  of  gold  bee  in  to 
rise  above  At.  ? — 1  cannot  speak  to  that. 

About  what  time  did  that  state  of  cir- 
cumstances cease,  which  you  have  des- 
cribed in  your  former  answer,  the  effect 
of  one  buyer  upon  the  market  ? — I  think 
that  cause  operated  during  the  course  of 
the  years  1 806,  1 807  and  i  80S. 

Was  it  the  rise  in  the  price  of  gold  to 
more  than  4/.  that  put  an  end  to  the  de- 
mands from  the  quarter  which  you  hare 
alluded  to  ? — ^Yes. 

Was  that  rise  from  4/.  to  U.  lOr.  wbich 
you  have  spoken  of  in  your  former  a&« 
swcrs,  a  progressive  rise  ?— To  the  best  of 
my  recollection  it  was. 

About  what  time  did  it  attain  the  maxi* 
mum  ?— >I  do  not  recollect 

Then  is  the  Committee  to  understand  ii 
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I>o  you  know  whether  the  six-mill  fear 
pieces,  at  preseat  are  deficient  from  their 
coinage  weight,  and  how  much? — ^I 
should  soppose  not  much ;  they  are  taken 
in  Fortugoi  without  weighing. 

What  is  the  present  exchange  between 
this  countrv  and  Portugal  ?— -Sixty-five 
end  a  half»  both  with  Oporto  and  Lisbon ; 
at  present  they  happen  to  be  the  same  ; 
but  that  involves  a  Ytry  complicated  cal- 
culation, half  being  payable  in  hard 
money  and  half  in  paper. 

What  is  the  paper  ?— It  is  government 
paper  money«  bearing  an  interest  of  six 
per  cent,  per  anDum- 

What  is  the  value  of  that  paper  as  coro- 

f>ared  with  the  gold,  at  present  ? — By  the 
ast  advices,  at  a  discount  of  twenty-seven 
per  cent.  It  is  paper  money,  which  hi- 
therto has  been  issued  at  the  will  of  go- 
▼ernment,  without  any  kind  of  control  or 
explanation  io  the  public  as  to  the  quanti- 
ty or  when  it  is  to  be  redeemed. 

As  a  circulating  medium  ?-*By  law, 
payments  are  made  half  in  that  paper  and 
half  in  hard  money. 

Do  you  mean  that  this  paper  is  a  legal 
tender  for  the  half  of  any  payment  that  is 
to  be  made  ?— Yes. 

How  long  has  that  been  the  case  ? — I 
think  about  fourteen  years;  till  then  all 
payments  were  made  in  hard  cash. 

Was  one-half  of  the  amount  in  paper 
a  legal  tender,  from  the  period  when  that 
paper  was  first  issued  ? — Yes,  it  was. 

Was  government  paper  circulation  not 
known  in  Portugal  till  about  fourteen  years 
ago  ?— Never. 

.  How  soon  after  the  first  issue  of  that 
paper  did  it  fall  to  a  discount  ?— I  believe 
within  about  fourteen  months. 

What  did  it  fall  to  in  the  course  of  the 
first  two  or  three  years?—!  cannot  an- 
swer that  with  accuracy,  but  1  should 
think,  perhaps,  the  extent  might  have  been 
10  to  12  per  cent. 

Did  it  not  circulate  for  a  considerable 
time  at  a  discount  of  three  or  four  per 
cent.  ?— Yes,  it  did ;  but  I  do  not  recol- 
lect for  what  space  of  time. 

Did  this  discount  of  the  government 
paper  affect  the  exchange  of  Portugal  with 
other  countries? — It  did  to  a  certain  de- 
gree, but  not  so  much  as  might  have  been 
expected. 

When  the  discount  became  much 
larger,  were  not  the  exchanges  more  af- 
fected ? — Occasionally  they  were,  but  not 
generally. 

How  did  the  Portuguese  government 


take  this  paper  in  payment  of  taxes  ? — 
They  used  to  take  it  in  the  same  propor- 
tion of  half  and  half. 

But  did  they  take  it  at  par  ?-»>The  go- 
yernnient  always  took  it  half  and  half,  but 
the  paper  at  par ;  that  paper  was  ^ilways 
taken  at  par  m  payments,  but  when  per- 
sons came  to  reduce  it  into  hard  ca«h  then 
it  bore  a  discount. 

Has  the  interest  been  regularly  paid  on 
them  ? — No,  not  regularly. 

Has  it  lately  been  paid  ?<— I  have  not 
sufficient  iniorroation  to  say. 

What  is  the  form  of  the  paper,  payable 
at  a  given  time  and  renewable  by  go- 
vernment ;  or  wliat  is  the  form  of  it  ?— • 
I  do  not  recollect  the  wording  of  the 
paper. 

For  how  low  a  sum  was  this  paper  ? — 
As  low  as  6s,  9d,  or  l,'i!00  rees. 

What  would  be  the  true  rate  of  exr 
change  at  present,  supposing  there  was 
no  paper,  but  the  whole  was  paid  in 
money?— Less  13f  per  cent.:  from  65 \ 
now  current  from  this  country  to  that. 

Then  how  do  you  account  for  Portugal 
not  sending  us  any  gold  ? — ^The  country 
has  been  so  drained  when  the  French  were 
there,  that  I  conceive  it  is  not  to  be  had- 

By  the  hard  cash  which  is  payable  for 
half,  do  3*ou  mean  gold  or  silver  ? — Both» 
or  either,  at  the  option  of  the  payer. 

In  what  is  it  now  common  to  pay?— 
Mostly  in  silver. 

Do  not  the  Spanish  dollars  circulate  in 
Portugal? — ^At  present  they  do,  at  SQo 
rees  each  dollar. 

In  stating  the  par  at  67^  exchange  with 
Portugal,  do  you  not  assume  that  the 
payments  there  were  made  in  Portugal 
gold  coin  ? — ^When  I  stated  the  par  of  ex- 
change at  67|,  it  was  upon  the  compara- 
tive value  as  to  weight  of  gold  and  qua- 
lity of  the  six-mill  four,  when  compared 
with  the  standard  w^eight  and  value  of  our 
guineas,  and  also  the  relative  value  of  the 
old  silver  coins. 

Since  therefore  the  practice  now  is  (• 
pay  in  Portugal  partly  in  silver,  and  the 
existing  exchange  is  subject  to  that  con- 
dition, does  it  not  follow  that  we  have  no 
means  of  knowing  the  exact  difierence 
between  the  present  rate  of  exchange  and 
the  real  par  of  that  country  ? — Certainly 
there  are  no  means  of  knowing  what  is 
the  difference  between  the  present  rate  of 
exchange  and  the  par  of  that  country^ 
without  knowing  the  standard  of  the  silver 
and  the  discoooi  vpoa  tbo  paper;  by  ihm 
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standardj  I  mean  the  ralatiTe  Taliie  of  the 
•iWer  and  gold. 

How  does  the  Portuguese  government 
pay  its  debt  to  individuals  ?<^>They  pay 
half  money  and  half  paper. 

[The  following  communication  from  Mr. 

Lyne,  was  received  on  the  9ih  March.] 

<'  In  addition  to  the  evidence  I  have 
given  to  the  Committee,  I  beg  leave  to 
offer  the  following  written  observations; 

"  The  pars  of  Exchange  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  countries  with 
which  it  has  commerce,  have,  as  I  con* 
ceive,  been  fixed  by  the  relative  value  of 
the  respective  coins  of  those  coantries 
compared  with  those  of  England,  princi- 
pally, I  believe,  by  the  relative  value  of 
the  gold  coins,  including  therein  the  ez» 
pence,  as  well  as  the  profit  on  the  coinage. 
But  though  there  are  those  fixed  pars  of 
techange  between  the  difierent  countries, 
they  are  not  in  any  the  smallest  degree 
attended  to,  or  do  they  in  any  manner 
serve  as  a  guide  for  exchange  operations  : 
the  only  Q»e  of  such  pars  of  exchange  is, 
in  my  opinion,  that  of  shewing  the  com- 
parative value  of  such  coins,  in  cases  ii^here 
the  ereditor  is  reduced  to  the  necessity  of 
taking  them  in  payment  of  his  debt  for 
the  want  of  any  other  representative.  Ex- 
change operations  are,  as  I  conceive, 
•olely  governed  by  a  greater  or  smaller 
demand  for  bills,  created  by  a  greater  or 
smaller  amount  of  importa  and  exports; 
and  by  the  prices  of  exportable  gold  and 
tiWer  in  the  respective  countries  with 
vrhich  those  exchange  operations  are 
done. 

"  The  balance  of  trade  between  Eng- 
land and  those  difierent  countries  with 
which  it  has  commerce,  being  in  favour 
Af  England,  while  the  exchan^  are  so 
much  against  her,  is,  in  my  opinioa,  sa- 
tisfactorily accounted  for  by  the  following 
facts  :-^By  the  balance  of  trade,  which 
is  in  favour  of  Great  Britain,  being  for 
the  major  part  against  South  America, 
Drom  whence  it  has  not  yet  come  back, 
and  consequently  cannot  yet  produce  its 
efiect  in  the  general  balance  with  other 
countries   which    are    creditors: — By    a 

freater  amount  of  import  from  the  Baltic, 
ranee,  and  Holland,  than  that  of  export 
thither  from  hence,  which  has  created  a 
great  depression  in  the  exchanges  : — By 
a  great  difficultr  and  hajsard  in  carrying 
•B  bill  and  bullion  operations  with  the 
continent,  as  also  from  some  parts  of  the 
continent  to  others ;  which  coDseqiieiitly 
re<|ttiFe  gri^ater  profile  la  oafer  tfaoM  riaks. 


and  caoies  tharefhre  mm  augiiiaiilnitdtytf- 
sion  in  the  exchanges  ^-^Bj  the  want  d 
a  concvn-ence  of  cimwefa  and  oonasqacB 
cempetitioo,  which  enables  tho  few  indi- 
viduals engaged  iii  tfcoae  eperatieas  to 
control  the  exchang^ea,  and  keep  thea  » 
much  depressed,  to  tkeir  ewn  adTaaa|e: 
— ^And  by  the  ^reat  export  of  specie  for 
the  payment  Qf  our  troopa  on  forcin 
stations,  and  for  ether  gevennient  pv* 
poses. 

"  These  are,  I  conecaTe,  tiie  caiuef  of  tk 
great  depression  ta  o«r  exchanges,  lad 
the  consequent  export  of  specie.     I  ^ 
not  agree  in  opinion  with  those,  wrbo  cos- 
eeive  that  either  the  one  or  the  other  s 
ocf:aBtoned  by  our  circolating    medin 
heing  confined  to  bank  notes ;    thoagk  1 
know  of  instances  (and   in  which  1  htn 
had  much  practical  experience)  whm 
sach  efl^cts  have  been    produced  by » 
paper    money    circulation,    in    d'ttPertBi 
parts  of  the  continent  of  Bnrope ;   bot 
that  has  been  so  prodoced,  only  as  Mcb 
paper  currency  became  of  less  va/ae  tkdB 
what  by  law  it  was  purported  to  rcpre*e«t, 
and  therefore,  when  it  so  Ml  in  nhe, 
(and   not  before)    that    bilk  on  foreign 
countries  were  not  obtainable  at  sach  rsw 
of  exchange  or  price  when  to  be  paid  ftr 
in  such  paper  money,  as  they  were  wbes 
to  be  paid  for  in  gold  and  silver,  the  ex- 
changes necessarily  became  depressed  in 
the  same  .proportion  as  the  paper  money 
became  depressed.     Bol  the  case  hhyo* 
means  similar  in  respect  to  the  bank  notes 
and  exchanges  in    this   ceoniry;   "^ 
much  otherwise ;    inasmuch   as  biHs  <m 
foreign  countries  are  here  obtainable  pre* 
cisely  at  the  same  rates  of  exchange*  aiw- 
ther  they  be  paid  for  in  bank  notes  or » 
guineas ;  and  consequently,  the  remitt*' 
can  place  by  bill  remittances  as  tawj 
florins  in  Amsterdam,  or  as  many  m**^ 
in  Hamburgh,  with  1,0001.  in  beiiki'*'^ 
as  he  can  with    1,000/    in  guineas:  ^ 
therefore   it  becomes   obvious,  that  |y 
courses  of    exchange  between  ^^^ 
and  the  continent,  would  be  precisely  tN 
same,  whether  the  circulating  medhtm  oe 
in  bank  notes  or  in  anineas,  if  tbe  htter 
are  to  be  kept  in  the  country-    ^* 
guineas    were  the  circulating  ®*^.i*Jl 
and  they  were  to  be  sent  lo  the  coetio^ 
for  the  payment  of  the  debt  due  f^^^ 
country,  they  would  most  andeeH(<''y 
have  tne  effoct  of  rednciag  the  pJJ*" 
great  diflhrenca  of  exchange;  ^  ^ 
would  nndonbtedly  an  e<}nal  aig<^^^ 
any  other  arMcte:  GutneaiwoaUpf*'^ 
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the  most  ipeedy  eflect»  inasmfich  z%  be- 
ing of  a  mere  portable  nature,  they  would 
sooner  find  tbeir  way  into  the  Continent. 
Httt  while  guineas  would  thus  produce  the 
moat. speedy  effect,  it  Is  equally  obvioof 
that  oaerchaudtze  of  lawful  export  would 
produce  a  ^ater  effect  in  reducing  the 
difference  ot  exchange :  Guineas,  colonial 
produce,  manufacture,  or  any  other  article 
of  commerce,  are  all  changeable  or  sale* 
mble  on  the  continent  for  the  same  article, 
namely,  the   circulating  medium  there, 
whateTer  that  ma^  be  ;  the  effect  on  that 
ekle  waold  thus  m  the  first  instance  be 
precisely  the  same,  but  the  effect  on  this 
side  would  be  widely  different,  and  in  fii- 
voor  of  the  lawful  export  of  produce  or 
ttianufiicture  against  that  of  guineas  ;  for 
white  in  the  lawful  export  of  the  former, 
there  would  be  an  open  concurrence  of 
exporters  of  goods  and  of  drawers  on  the 
continent  against  the  same,  which  would 
produce  a  competition,  and  a  consequerrt 
advance  in  the  exchanges  in  fafour  of 
England,  the  unlawful  export  of  guineas 
would  be  confined  to  a  very  few;  who 
would  thereby  not  only  avoid  the  compe- 
tition of  drawers,  and  consequent  I  v  have 
the  means  of  controlling  the  exchanges 
more  to  their  own  benefit  against  this 
country,  but  who  would  also  necessarily 
require  a  greater  difference  in  the  ex- 
chaoffe  to  cover  the  risk  they  run  in  trans- 
gressing the  laws;    and  thus  also,  the 
country,  or  say  the  public,  would  have  to 
pay  the  guinea  exporter  for  the  risk  he 
runs  in  transgresaing  its  laws. 

**  The  question  then  seems  to  stand 
thus :   A  debt  is  doe  to  the  continent, 
which  must  be  paid ;  shall  England,  if  it 
had  the  means,  pay  it  in  gold  or  in  any 
other  article -of  commerce,  such  as  the 
rulers  on  the  continent  will  consent  to 
take  from  us  ?  Gold  will  produce  the  most 
speedy  effect ;  colonial  produce  will  pro- 
duce the  greatest.    Taking  into  conside- 
ration, that  were  our  circulatiug  medium 
in  guineas,  and  they  to  be  sent  out  of  the 
country  for  the  payment  of  the  balance 
doe  to  the  continent  of  Europe,  in  order 
to  check  the  depression  in  the  exchanges ; 
we  must  in  such  case,  not  only  send  out  a 
greater  amount  of  gold  than  of  produce, 
to  cause  an  equal  effect,  but  we  must 
again  resort  to  bank  nodes,  and  again  and 
again;   unless  it  be  presumed,  that  such 
imiDenae  imports  of    bolhon  will   take 
place,  so  aa  to  ^furnish  us  with  a  sufficient 
f^aantity,  not  only  to  keep  up  the  whole 
orcolating  mediom  of  the  ooimiry,  but 


also  to  pay,  in  those  precious  metals,  the 
occasioffal  balances  that  England  may 
owe  to  certain  parts  of  the  continent  of 
Europe,  not  likely  to  be  inconsiderable 
during  the  present  contest  with  France, 
while  the  unsettled  state  of  our  commerce 
with  South  America,  renders  our  bullion 
and  specie  supplies  from  thence  exlrrmely 
precarious.'' 

February  m,  1 8 10. 

Francis  Hounek,  Eiq.  in  the  Chair. 

Thomas  Hugh  am,  Esq.  a  Member  of  the 
House,  Examined. 

Please  to  state  what  line  of  trade  you 
are  engaged  in.— A  merchant,  trading  to 
the  West  indies. 

State  to  the  Committee  the  nature  of  the 
trade  in  gold  between  the  West  Indies 
and  this  country.— My  practicah  know- 
ledge of  bullion  imports  is  almost  exclu- 
sively confined  to  that  from  the  island  ^f 
Jamafta;  in  gold  there  is  very  little 
done.  The  imports  into  that  ifdand  firom 
the  Spanish  settlements  consist  almost  en- 
tirely  of  silver,  although  there  are  occa- 
sionally small  Quantities  of  gold  ;  the  bul- 
lion so  received  is  generally  in  return  fi>r 
English  goods  and  manuractures  sold  to 
the  inhabitants  of  those  settlements. 

From  which  of  those  settlements  do  you 
derive  in  specie  the  principal  supply  of 
fold  } — The  supply  of  gold  is  chiefly 
from  Carthagena  and  Vera'Cruz. 

Bo  yqu  derive  any  supply  of  sold  from 
the  Portuguese  colonies,  or  from  the 
United  States  of  North  America  ?-— There 
is  little  or  rather  no  intercourse  between 
Jamaica  and  the  Portugese  settlements, 
although  there  are  considerable  quantities 
of  Portuguese  gold  at  times  current  in  that 
island,  which  are  obtained  chiefly  fiom 
the  Spaniards.  I  am  not  aware  of  any 
supply  of  gold  being  obtained  from  the 
United  States  of  America ;  there  has  at 
times  been  importations  into  that  coun- 
try, of  counterfeit  or  light  gold  coin  finom 
the  United  States. 

State  the  money  that  is  current  in  the 
island  of  Jamaica. — ^The  money  current  in 
the  island  of  Jamaica  is,  British,  Spanish^ 
and  Portuguese  coins,  gold  and  silver. 

What  do  you  consider  as  the  par  of  ex- 
change betweeti  Jamaica  and  Great  Bri- 
tain ?— The  established  par  of  exchange 
between  Jamaica  and  Great  Britain  is  140 
lor  every  100,  or  140/.  currency  Ibr 
every  100/.  sterling. 

On  what  ground  is  thattemed  the  par? 
—When  the  cnrrent  money  of  llie  Island 
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is  converted  into  sterling  money^  it  is 
computed  at  the  rate  of  1'1>0  to  100. 

In  what  mode  are  the  payments  in  the 
xommon  transaction.v  of  commerce  made 
in  Jamaica  ?— They  are  made  in  the  cir- 
culating coin  of  the  country*  at  the  cur- 
rent value.  All  sterling  sums  would  be 
estimated  first  at  the  rate  of  MO  per  cent, 
atid  the  payments  would  be  made  in  the 
coin  at  whatever  it  passes  current  for. 
Por  example,  a  debt  of  500/.  sterling 
would  be  computed  to  amount  to  700/. 
currency,  which  would  be  discharged  by 
the  payment  of  2^100  dollars^  Qs,  fid,  be- 
ing the  current  value  of  a  dollar;  but^ 
owing  to  the  high  price  of  silver  in  Eng" 
land  of  late^  dollars  have  borne  t  premium 
in  Jamaica  of  from  12  to  4  per  cent,  above 
Cs.  8d. 

In  what  are  payments  now  made  under 
those  circumstances? — I  apprehend  if  a 
c|^yment  were  made  in  dollars  under 
tnose  circuhistauces,  the  receiver  of  the 
dollars  must  allow  4  per  cent,  additional 
to  the  current  value,  because  the  dollars 
are  intrinsically  worth  so  much ;  but  that 
it  would  be  at  the  option  of  the  debtor  to 
make  his  payments  in  any  other  coin  cur- 
rent. 

Whether  the  ]  40  per  cent,  called  the 
par  of  exchange  between  England  and 
Jamaica  was  not  fixed  by  a  positive  en- 
actment of  the  asiembly  t — I  think  it  was ; 
and  I  did  not  mean  to  state  that  the  ex- 
change between  Jamaica  and  England 
was  permanent ;  on  the  contrary^  it  fluc- 
tuates like  all  other  exchanges. 

What  you  have  called  the  current  value 
of  the  dollar,  in  the  answer  before  the  last, 
is  the  legal  current  value,  and  not  the 
actual  value  ?-*So  1  understand  it. 

Under  what  state  of  exchange  does  gold 
come  to  this  country  ? — When  the  price 
of  gold  in  England  is  high,  and  the  rate 
of  exchange  abroad  in  favour  of  England, 
then  gold  is  sent  here  as  a  remittance  in- 
«tead  of  bills,  or  as  an  article  of  IrafBc. 

State  the  rat^s  of  exchange  which  have 
prevailed  in  the  island  of  Jamaica  for  two 
years  last  past.— The  exchange  between 
Jamaica  and  England  for  the  last  two 
years  has  ifiiiformly  been  very  high  in 
favour  of  England  ;  at  one  time  it  was  as 
high  in  Jamaica,  for  bills  at  90  days  sight 
on  England,  as  20  per  cent,  or  168/.  cur- 
rency lor  lOOL  sterling;  the  exchange 
bas  since  declined,  and,  by  my  last  ad- 
vices, it  was  at  10  per  cent,  or  154/.  cur- 
rency for  100/.  sterling. 

Can  yott  state  the  charges  per  cent. 
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which  attend  the  bringing  of  gM  fraa 
Jamaica  to  London  ?  I  am  not  preparci 
with  any  accurate  calculation  upou  thit 
subject;  hut  I  should  estimate  the  ex- 
pence  of  bringing  gold  from  Jamaica  « 
London,  if  conveyed  in  a  man  of  war,  it 
about  five  per  cent. 

What  would  it  be  in  time  of  peaces- 
There  would  be  little  difference  in  Hi 
charges  in  time  of  peace  ;  the  expenc? 
might  then  amount  to  four  instead  of  fir< 
per  cenL 

Is  any  brought  now  but  in  ships  of  war 
— It  is  chiefly  if  not  entirely  brought  lo 
ships  of  war  and  packets  :  there  are  occa- 
sionally small  sums  brought  by  niercbant- 
men  of  the  superior  classes. 

What  is  the  expeiice  of  carrying  go(<i 
to  Jamaica  from  the  Spanish  colonies  r— 
By  the  same  convey  an  cc^^  that-  is,  by  mn 
of  warj  I  should  cooipute  the  expeuce  at 
about  two  and  a  half  to  three  per  cent,  ex- 
clusive of  all  risk  of  getting  it  on  board 

Is  the  risk  of  getting  it  on  board  lately 
increased  i — No,  I  think  not  ;  on  the  con- 
trary I  should  think  that  hazard  diminished. 

What  are  the  causes  which  bare  pro- 
duced that  high  rate  of  exchange  between 
Jamaica  and  Great  Britain  ?-*The  rate  of 
exchange    between   Jamaica   and  GrtJl 
Britain  is  aflec ted  by  diflerenc  causes ;  but 
the  principal  reason  which  h&s  of  late  oc- 
casioned so  high  a  rate  of  exchange*  ha 
been  the  great  export  of  manufactures  from 
this  country  through  that  channel  for  the 
supply  of  the  Spanish  settlements,  which 
of  course  created  a  great  demand  for  the 
means  of  remittance  to  the  manufacturtr 
and    others    who    had     exported    tbeo). 
Goods  to  great  extent  and  value  being  sent 
from  this  country  and  sold  to  the  Spanish 
settlers,  the  returns  were  to  be  made  in 
such  mode  as  best  suited  the  convenience 
of  the  parties  or  as  could  be  accoraplishe<i; 
this  necessarily  occasioned  a  great  denoafl" 
for  hills  of  exchange  upon  Great  Britaifl» 
and  in  proportion  to  that  demand  the  va- 
lue or  price  of  those  bills  must  be  regu/at- 
ed  :  the  returns  for  those  goods  from  tha 
Spanish  settlements  are  made  chieflj/  ^^^ 
not  entirety  in  specie. 

What  is  received  at  Jamaica  as  a  return 
from  the  Spanish  settlers  } — Chiefly  spcciei 
and  that  silver  ;  the  returns  in  goldh^'^ 
no  proportion. 

"  Does  the  specie  so  brought  to  Jamaica 
constitutea  current  payment  in  thatislao^^ 
— It  does. 

Then  does  not.  the  rate  of  exchange 
with  England  conform  itself  to  the  cxisti»l 


t 


cccxvii] 


PARL.  PAPERa— on  the  High  Price  qf  Gold  BulH<m. 


[cccxvii  t 


▼alue  of  that  coin,  or  at  least  if  it  varies^ 
is  not  the  variation  limited  to  the  sum,  or 
nearly  the  sum  which  it  most  cost  to  bring 
that    coin   to  England  ?— The  exchange 
is  undonbtedly  regulated  in  a  considerable 
degree  by  the  value  of  specie  tnthiscoun- 
try«  and  the  expence  of  transporting  it, 
bat  does  not  entirely  conform  to  it,  be- 
cause there  are   various  other  modes  of 
making  remittances  from  the  West  Indies 
to  Great  Britain,  independent  of  what  is 
done  in  specie,  and  the  exchange  will  be 
governed  to  a  certain  extent  by  the  value 
here  of  many  articles  of  West  India  pro- 
duce which  in  proportion  to  their  prices 
enable  the  residents  in  that  country  to  draw 
more  or  less  against  them  ;  for  instance, 
if  a  hogshead  of  sugar  is  worth  only  10/. 
in  this  country,  the   proprietor  resident 
abroad  has  not  the  means  of  drawing  upon 
it  half  the  amount  as  when  it  is  worth  20/. 
Have  you  ever  known  the  exchange  with 
Jamaica  below  par  ? — ^Yes,  but  only   for 
one  period  in  twenty-five  years  thati  have 
known  the  island  ;    I  think  it  was  about 
the  year  1791  or  1792. 

Previous  to  the  last  two  years,  were  the 
rates  of  exchange  generally  speaking 
steady  or  fluctuating  ? — ^The  rates  of  ex* 
change  were  always  variable. 

Were  they  so  in  any  considerable  de- 
gree ?— The  rate  of  exchange  has  been 
higher  during  the  last  two  years  than  ever 
I  knew  it  before  ;  but  the  rate  of  exchange 
is  always  fluctuating. 

To  which  of  the  Spanish  settlements 
are  the  mrinufactured  goods  you  have  been 
speaking  of  principally  exported  ?— They 
are  exported  to  all  the  surrounding  settle- 
ip«nt8,  to  the  coast  of  the  continent,  and  to 
(Juba. 

From  what  period  has  this  great  export 
of  goods  taken  place  ?— The  trade  be- 
tween Jamaica  and  the  Spanish  settlements 
is  very  much  increased,  since  an  interrupt 
tion  was  given  to  the  commerce  carried 
on  between  America  and  those  countries  ; 
it  hai  also  been  extended  considerably 
since  the  commencement  of  the  French 
usurpation  in  Spain. 

As  the  island  of  Jamaica  exports  a  c6n- 
niderable  part  of  its  produce  to  England, 
the  natural  exchange,  according  to  the 
principles  of  the  balance  of  trade,  would 
be  in  favour  of  Janiaicti  ?— The  chief  part 
of  the  proprietors  of  Jamaica  are  resident 
in  England,  and  the  exports  from  Jamaica 
are  either  remittances  to  them  for  the  pro- 
duce of  their  estates  or  as  payment  of  debts 
due  to  this  country,  which  in  my  opinion 


occasions  the  balance  to  be  in  favour  of 
England  instead  of  Jamaica. 

Are  you  able  to  say,  whether  the  exppr€ 
to  Jamaica  was  greater  in  the  year  1 809 
than  in  the  year  1808  ? — I  cannot  speak 
precisely  to  that  point,  but  I  rather  think 
It  greater  in  1808  tiian  in  1809. 

Can  you  state  any  opinion,  how  long 
after  merchandize  is  exported  from  Eng- 
land to  Jamaica,  to  be  sent  from  thence 
to  Sooth  America,  it  is  before  any  re- 
mittances are  made  to  the  manufacturer 
in  England  for  that  merchandize  ? — I  am 
afraid  my  information  will  be  defective 
upon  that  point ;  it  depends  upon  a  variety 
of  circumstances  ;  the  supply  that  mar 
be  in  the  foreign  market,  and  the  demand 
for  goods.  When  the  intercourse  between 
the  Spanish  colonies  and  Jamaica  was  scr 
great,  and  the  demand  for  goods  so  brisk, 
at  one  period  in  the  year  1 808,  large  sales 
were  made  in  Jamaica  for  immediate  pay* 
ments  in  money,  and  consequently  the 
returns  to  the  manufacturers  or  exporters 
were  quick  ;  but  since  that  time,  from  an 
over-supply,  I  apprehend,  to  the  Spanish 
markets,  the  sale  of  such  goods  has  been 
heavy,  and  it  is  impossible  to  fix  any  de- 
finite period  for  the  returns  being  made. 

Can  you  say  whether  the  returns  are 
made  in  6  months,  in  9  months,  or  in  12 
months  ;  I  wish  to  confine  the  question  ta 
the  year  1809  ? — In  the  year  1809,  I 
should  think  that  hardly  in  any  instance 
couid  the  manufacturer  receive  any  return 
in  twelve  months  from  those  markets. 

Then  the  Committee  are  to  understand, 
that  it  is  your  opinion  that  no  returns  or 
but  small  sums  have  been  made  for  the 
exports  of  the  year  ISOO  ? — I  should  so 
conceive. 

Are  you  acquainted  w\\h  the  nature  of 
the  trade  between  Great  Britain  and  the 
other  free  ports  of  the  West  Indies  ? — Not' 
practically  :  1  apprehend  it  is  much  the 
same  as  that  carried  on  from  the  free  ports 
of  Jamaica. 

Has  the  trade  in  bullion  consisted  of 
gold  or  silver,  and  what  proportions  of  each, 
fi'om  Jamaica,  for  the  last  two  years  ? — Of 
both  ;  but  the  proportions  I  am  unable  to 
state. 

State  to  the  Committee  any  estimation 
of  the  quantity  of  Bullion  wKch  has  been 
imported  from  the  island  ^ftmaica  witfaiQ 
the  last  two  prears.— I  'MBnot,  not  having 
taken  any  pains  to  inform  myself. 

Can  you  state  what  is  the  arnoont  of 
silver  which  has  been  imported  direct 
into  this  country  from  the  port  of  Ytrt 
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is  converted  into  sterling  money,  it  is 
computed  at  the  rate  of  lio  to  100. 

In  what  mode  are  the  payments  in  the 
xommon  transactions  of  comnicrce  made 
in  Jamaica  ?— They  are  made  in  the  cir- 
culating coin  of  the  country,  at  the  cur- 
rent value.  All  sterling  sums  would  be 
estimated  first  at  the  rate  of  MO  per  cent, 
flind  the  payments  would  be  made  in  the 
coin  at  whatever  it  j^asses  current  for. 
Tor  example,  a  debt  of  500/.  sterling 
would  be  computed  to  amount  to  7O0/. 
currency,  which  would  be  discharged  by 
the  payment  of  2>I00  dollars,  6f.  Sd  be- 
ing the  current  value  of  a  dollar;  but, 
owing  to  the  high  price  of  silver  in  Eng- 
land of  late,  dollars  have  borne  i  premium 
in  Jamaica  of  from  2  to  4  per  cent,  above 
Cs.  Sd. 

In  what  are  payments  now  made  under 
those  circumstances  ? — I  apprehend  if  a 
myment  were  made  in  dollars  under 
those  circuhistances,  the  receiver  of  the 
dollars  must  allow  4  per  cent,  additional 
to  the  current  value,  because  the  dollars 
are  intrinsically  worth  so  much ;  but  that 
it  would  be  at  the  option  ot  the  debtor  to 
make  his  payments  in  any  other  coin  cur- 
rent. 

Whether  the  ]  40  per  cent,  called  the 

5ar  of  exchange  between  England  and 
amaicawasnot  fixed  by  a  positive  en- 
actment of  the  asiembly  ? — I  think  it  was ; 
and  I  did  not  mean  to  state  that  the  ex- 
change between  Jamaica  and  England 
was  permanent ;  on  the  contrary,  it  fluc- 
tuates like  all  other  exchanges. 

What  you  have  called  the  current  value 
of  the  dollar,  in  the  answer  before  the  last, 
is  the  legal  current  value,  and  not  the 
actual  value  ?— So  1  understand  it. 

Under  what  state  of  exchange  does  gold 
come  to  this  country  ? — When  the  price 
of  gold  in  England  is  high,  and  the  rate 
of  exchange  abroad  in  favour  of  England, 
then  gold  is  sent  here  as  a  remittance  in- 
stead of  bills,  or  as  an  article  of  traffic. 

State  the  rat^s  of  exchange  which  have 
prevailed  in  the  island  of  Jamaica  for  two 
years  last  past~-The  exchange  between 
Jamaica  and  England  for  the  last  two 
years  has  ifiiiformly  been  very  high  in 
favottr  of  England  ;  at  one  time  it  was  as 
high  in  Jamaica,  for  bills  at  90  days  sight 
on  England,  as  20  per  cent,  or  168/.  cur- 
rency Tor  lOOL  sterling;  the  exchange 
has  since  declined,  and»  by  my  last  ad- 
vices, it  was  at  10  per  cent,  or  154/.  cur- 
rency for  100/.  sterling. 
Cau  yott  state  the  charges  per  cent. 


which  attend  the  bringing  of  gold  fron 
Jamaica  to  London  ?  I  am  not  prepared 
with  any  accurate  calculation  upon  th»: 
subject;  hut  I  should  estimate  the  ex- 
pence  of  bringing  gold  from  Jasnsiica  i« 
London,  if  conveyed  in  a  man  of  vw*ar.  u 
about  five  per  cent. 

What  would  it  be  in  time  of  peace? — 
There  would  be  little  diflerence  ia  titt 
charges  in  time  of  peace ;  the  expence 
might  then  amount  lo  four  iustead'  ot'  fiT« 
per  cent. 

Ib  any  brought  now  but  in  ships  of  wv  ' 
— It  is  chiefly  if  not  entirely  brought  lo 
ships  of  war  and  packets:  there  are  occa- 
sionally  Ismail  sums  brought  by  mercham- 
men  of  the  superior  classes. 

What  is  the  ex  pence  of  carry  ing*  gold 
to  Jamaica  from  the  ^Spanish  coioiiies  r~ 
By  the  same  conveyances,  tha^  is^  by  men 
of  war^  I  should  compute  the  ex  peace  st 
about  two  and  a  half  to  three  per  cent,  ex* 
elusive  of  all  risk  of  getting  it  on  board. 

Is  the  risk  of  getting  it  on  board  late!y 
increased  ? — No,  I  think  not ;  on  the  con- 
trary I  should  think  that  hazard  diminisbeJ. 

What  are  the  causes  which  bare  pro- 
duced that  high  rate  of  exchange  between 
Jamaica  and  Great  Britain  ?— The  rate  of 
exchange    between   Jamaica   and    Great 
Britain  is  aflec ted  by  difiereuc causes  ;  bat 
the  principal  reason  which  h&s  of  late  oc- 
casioned so  high  a  rate  of  exchange,   hss 
been  the  great  export  of  manufactures  fxom 
this  country  through  that  channel  for  the 
supply  ot  the   Spanish  settlements,  ivhicb 
of  course  created  a  great  demand  for   the 
means  of  remittance  to  the  manufaciurcr 
and    others    who    had     exported     them. 
Goods  to  great  extent  and  value  being  seas 
from  this  country  and  sold  to  the  Spanish 
settlers,  the  returns  were  to  be   made   ia 
such  mode  as  best  suited  the  convenience 
of  the  parties  or  as  could  be  accomplished ; 
this  necessarily  occasioned  a  great  demand 
for  bills  of  exchange  upon  Great  Britain* 
and  in  proportion  to  that  demand  the    va- 
lue or  price  of  those  bills  must  be  regulat- 
ed :  the  returns  for  those  goods  from  the 
Spanish  settlements  are  made  chiefly,  but 
not  entirely  in  specie. 

What  is  received  at  Jamaica  as  a  return 
from  the  Spanish  settlers  ? — Chiefly  specie, 
and  that  silver  ;  the  returns  in  gold  bear 
noproportion. 

'  Does  the  specie  so  brought  to  Jamaics 
constitute acurrent payment  in  that  tslimi? 
— It  does. 

Then  does  not  the  rate  of  exekange 
with  England  conform  itself  to  the  existing 
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▼alue  of  that  coin,  or  at  least  if  it  varies, 
is  not  the  variation  limited  to  the  som,  or 
nearly  the  sum  which  it  must  cost  to  bring 
that  coin  to  England  ?— -The  exchange 
is  undoubtedly  regulated  in  a  considerable 
degree  by  the  value  of  specie  in  this  coun- 
try«  and  the  expence  of  transporting  it, 
bat  does  not  entirely  conform  to  it,  be* 
cause  there  are  various  other  modes  of 
making  remittances  from  the  West  Indies 
to  Great  Britain,  independent  of  what  is 
done  in  specie,  and  the  exchange  will  be 
governed  to  a  certain  extent  by  the  value 
here  of  many  articles  of  West  India  pp- 
duce  which  in  proportion  to  their  prices 
enable  the  residents  in  that  country  to  draw 
more  or  less  against  them  ;  for  instance^ 
if  a  hogshead  of  sugar  is  worth  only  10/. 
in  this  country,  the  proprietor  resident 
abroad  has  not  the  means  of  drawing  upon 
it  half  the  amount  as  when  it  is  worth  20/. 
Have  you  ever  known  the  exchange  with 
Jamaica  below  par  ? — Yes,  but  only  for 
one  period  in  twenty-five  years  thati  have 
known  the  island  ;  I  think  it  was  about 
the  year  1791  or  1792. 

Previous  to  the  last  two  years,  were  the 
rates  of  exchange  generally  speaking 
steady  or  fluctu^itiitg  ? — ^The  rates  of  ex- 
change were  always  variable. 

Were  they  so  in  any  considerable  de- 
gree ?— The  rate  of  exchange  has  been 
higher  during  the  last  two  years  than  ever 
I  knew  it  before  ;  but  the  rate  of  exchange 
is  always  floctualing. 

To  which  of  the  Spanish  settlements 
are  the  manufactured  goods  you  have  been 
speaking  of  principally  exported  ?— Thev 
are  exported  to  ail  the  surrounding  settle-  I 
ipents,  to  the  coast  of  the  continent,  and  to 
(Juba. 

From  what  period  has  this  great  export 
of  goods  tnken  place  ?— >The  trade  be- 
tween Jamaica  and  the  Spanish  settlements 
is  very  much  increased,  since  an  interrup- 
tion was  given  to  the  commerce  carried 
on  between  America  and  those  countries  ; 
it  has  also  been  extended  considerably 
since  the  commencement  of  the  French 
usurpation  in  Spain. 

As  the  island  of  Jamaica  exports  a  c6n- 
fiderable  part  of  its  produce  to  England, 
the  natural  exchange,  according  to  the 
prmciples  of  the  balance  of  trade,  would 
be  in  favour  of  Jamaica  ^— The  chief  part 
of  (he  proprietors  of  Jamaica  are  resident 
in  F«ngtand,  and  the  exports  from  Jamaica 
are  either  remittances  to  them  for  the  pro- 
duce of  their  estates  or  as  pay mentof  debts 
due  to  this  oountryi  which  in  my  opinion 


occasions  the  balance  to  bt  in  favour  of 
England  instead  of  Jamaica. 

Are  you  able  to  say,  whether  the  export 
to  Jamaica  was  greater  in  the  year  1 809 
than  in  the  year  1 808  ? — I  cannot  speak 
precisely  to  that  point,  but  I  rather  think 
it  greater  in  1 808  than  in  1809. 

Can  you  state  any  opinion,  how  long 
after  merchandize  is  exported  from  Eng- 
land to  Jamaica,  to  be  sent  from  thence 
to  South  America,  it  is  before  any  re- 
mittances are  made  to  the  manufacturer 
in  England  for  that  merchandize  ? — I  am 
afiraid  my  information  will  be  defective 
upon  that  point ;  it  depends  upon  a  variety 
of  circumstances  ;  the  supply  that  mar 
be  in  the  foreign  market,  and  the  demand 
for  goods.  When  the  intercourse  between 
the  Spanish  colonies  and  Jamaica  was  so 
great,  and  the  demand  for  goods  so  brisk, 
at  one  period  in  the  year  1 808,  large  sales 
were  made  in  Jamaica  for  immediate  pay« 
ments  in  money,  and.  consequently  the 
returns  to  the  manufacturers  or  exporters 
were  quick  ;  but  since  that  time,  from  an 
over-supply,  I  apprehend,  to  the  Spanish 
markets,  the  sale  of  such  goods  has  been 
heavy,  and  it  is  impossible  to  fix  any  de- 
finite period  for  the  returns  being  made. 

Can  you  say  whether  the  returns  are 
made  in  6  months,  in  9  months,  or  in  12 
months  ;  I  wish  to  confine  the  question  to* 
the  year  1809? — In  the  year  1809,  I 
should  think  that  hardly  in  any  instance 
could  the  manufacturer  receive  any  return 
in  twelve  months  from  those  markets. 

Then  the  Committee  are  to  understand, 
that  it  is  your  opinion  that  no  returns  or 
but  small  sums  have  been  made  for  the 
exports  of  the  year  1809  ? — I  should  so 
conceive. 

Are  you  acquainted  with  the  nature  of 
the  traiie  between  Great  Britain  and  the 
other  free  ports  of  the  West  Indies  ?— Not' 
practically  :  I  apprehend  it  is  much  the 
same  as  that  carried  on  from  the  free  ports 
of  Jamaica. 

Has  the  trade  in  bullion  consisted  of 
gold  or  stiver,  and  what  proportions  of  each, 
from  Jamaica,  for  the  last  two  years  ? — Of 
both  ;  but  the  proportions  I  am  aaable  to 
state. 

State  to  the  Committee  any  estimation 
of  the  quantity  of  Bullion  wUch  has  been 
imported  from  the  islarid  ^9amaica  %vitbrQ 
the  last  two  years.— I  'M8not,  not  having 
taken  any  pams  to  inform  myself. 

Can  you  state  what  is  the  amoont  of 
silver  which  bas  been  imported  direct 
into  this  counlrj  from  the  port  of  Ttra 
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Cruz«  withiE\  the  laAt  2  years  ?— I  cannot 
state  th%  amount,  but  it  must- have  been 
very  considerable. 

.  Estimate,  as  near  as  you  can,  the 
amount.— I  sboald  suppose  from  fifteen  to 
dventy  millions  of  dollars. 

Have  you  any  guess  as  to  the  quantity 
of  f(o1d  f— No  not  the  least. 

Whether  or  not,  according  to  the  best 
of  yovr  knowledge,  and  opinion,  a  con- 
siderable portion  of  British  manuiactares^ 
which  used  three  or  four  years  ago  to  pro- 
ceed through  the  United  States  ot  America 
t9  the  Spanish  and  Portuguese  colonies, 
do  not  now  find  their  way  thither  through 
Jamaica  and  the  other  free  ports^  of  the 
West  Indies  ?— Ther^  beingno  Portuguese 
settlements  in  the  vicinity  of  Jamaica,  I 
cannot  speak  to  the  trade  with  them  ;  but, 
in  my  opinion,  a  very  considerable  part 
of  the  supply  of  manoiactured  goods  now 
furnished  to  the  Spanish  colonies  from  the 
free  ports  of  Jamaica,  used  formerly  to 
be  furnished  from  the  United  States  of 
America. 

What  do  yon  consider  the  causa  of 'that 
change  ? — One  very  powerful  cause  was 
the  operation  of  the  American  embargo 
which  succeeded  immediately  to  the  pass- 
ing the  Orders  in  Council  in  this  country  ; 
which  necesaarily  threw  a  very  considera- 
ble portion  of  the  trade  into  ttuschanneL 

Yon  have  stated  that  the  exchangis  with 
Jamaica  has  risen  considerably  within  the 
last  2  years ;  can  yon  stale  whether  the 
quantity  of  gold  and  silver  contained  in 
th«  coins  in  which  the  current  payments 
are  made  in  Jaroaif!a«  has  remained  the 
same  as  before  that  period  ?— -I  believe  it 
has,  I  have  no  reason  to  think  the  contrary. 

Does  any  part  of  the  currency  of  Jamai- 
ca consist  of  paf»er  ^ — ^There  is  no  regular 
issue  of  paper  by  any  bank  or  banking 
company  ;  the  acceptances  of  private  in- 
dividuals,- and  certificates  for  the  public 
debt  of  the  island  of  Jamaica,  are  occa- 
sionally passed  from  one  individual  lo 
another  in  payments. 

Small  payments  ?— Notsmall  payments. 

Arc  those  certificates  ever  made  nse  of 
laa  remittances  ?-^I  never  knew  them 
used  as  remittances. 

Whether  vou  do  not  consider  the  usur- 
pation of  ^if^n  by  the  French  to  be  a 
principal  cauu  ^fihe  increase  of  the  ex- 
port of  British  manufactures  to  the  Spa- 
nish settlements  through  the  West  Indies  ? 
—Undoubtedly  I  consider  it  as  one  caose, 
and  have  so  stated  in  ai  former  part  of  my 
insifera;  but  undoubtedly  I  ooosider  aa  a 
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more  powerful  caoae^  ai  tlie  aame  Ubm, 
the  Araexican  embarge, 

Aaboh  Asma  GotDtmn,  esq.  calMii. 

I  wish  to  correct  the  mionte  oCmjfcr* 
mer  evidence  of  the  22d  instant,  with  re- 
spect to  the  value  of  French  and  Dotd 
gold  coin,  as  compared  with  bulUon «( 
Uie  same  fineness  I'^-louia  d'ors  and  n^ 
poleoB  d'ors  have  aa  extrinsic  vsloe  ai 
coin  of  about  one  and  an  half  per  ccnL; 
whereas  the  extrinsic  ▼aloe  of  doublocsi 
and  Portugal  gold  is  above  two  per.  ccoi, 

JIfarcA  1,  I8ia 

Framcis  HoaNxa,  esq.  in  the  chaii. 

JoRN  Lours  GsvFFULVB,  esq.  calM  ii, 
and  examined. 

In  what  line  of  commesce  nre  yon?-^ 
general  merchant,  trading  chiefly  to  dn 
Continent. 

Are  you  acquainted  with  the  aobiecto/ 
the  exchanges  between  tkia  country  as^ 
the  Continent  ? — I  have  been  in  the  babs 
of  doing  business  in  exchsmgea. 

What  are  the  principal  places  wiik 
which  the  exchanges  are  establisbed  at 
present  ?—iiamburgh,  Amateardam  asd 
Paris. 

What  is  the  present  rate  of  exchsage 
on  Hamburgh  ?—Tweuty*nine  Fleaiih 
shillings,  bank  monev*  to  apound  sterlio^ 

Has  it  varied  mncK  within  the  two  lait 
years  ?— Jt  has. 

What  was  it  two  years  ago  ?^f  ^  '*' 
collect  right  it  was  between  thirty  to 
and  thirty-five. 

What  difference  per  cent^  is  there  be- 
tween that  and  the  present  counS'** 
About  16  a'  17  per  cent. 

What  is  the  Flemish  shUliog?-^ 
Flemish  shilling  is  a  nominsl  v*^^ 
twenty  shillings  are  a  pound  Fiemiab;  & 
Flemish  is  equal  to  7 1  marcs. 

What  does  it  represent  noounalW  ^ 
silver  or  gold,  and  how  much  ?— ^  4^ 
tity  of  bar  silver  of  the  standard  ot^^f^ 
purity  at  the  price  of  banco  mark  ^/'^ 
per  mark  weight.  The  paymenis  at  Ham- 
burgh are  made  altogether  in  bank  0^*^ 
by  a  transfer  at  the  bank  from  ^^ 
count  to  another ;  there  is  an  sgi#»  *^''j^ 
is  pretty  steady,  of  23  a'  24  p^  ««"^ 
bank  money  abore  current  money*      ; 

Is  that  agio  the  same  in  peace  or  ^' 
— I  am  not  aiware  of  any  di£l«KCB^  ^ 
casioned  by  peace  or  war. 

Is  that  current  money  a  silver  v^' 
altogother  {-.^tf er  and 9>U both;  ^^^ 
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mmtler  of  no  interest  to  the  merchant  here 
ivhat  the  current  mdney  is  ftt  Hamburgh^ 
no  lew  transactions  take  place  in  the  cor* 
rem  money. 

What  quantity  of  sihrer  are  you  en- 
titled to  receire  from  the  banlc  for  any 
given  amount  of  bank  money  ?-^Bank 
money  is  obtained  against  deposits  of  silver 
in  bars,  at  therale  of  below  M.  B.  'i7.  10 
per   mark  weight  of  47/48  purity,    and 
their  silver  returned  on  demand  against 
bank  money^  at  below  M.  B.  27.  12.  which 
difference  is  applied  to  the  charges  of  the 
establishment. 
'  Has  there  been  any  difference  within 
the  last  few  years  in  the  intrinsic  value 
of  bank  money  ?— Certainly  not  to  my 
knowledge. 

Are  the  several  continental  coins  of  the 
surrounding  countries  for  which  the  bank 
money  is  exchaogceble»  the  same  coins  in 
point  of  intijnsic  value  for  which  the  bank 
money  has  been  exchangeable  for  some 
years  past,  and  is  the  agio  also  continued 
the  same } — I  am  not  aware  of  any  dif- 
IPerence  in  the  intrinsic  value  of  the  cur- 
rent money,  of  course  if  any  change  had 
Qsken  place  in  the  intrinsic  value  of  coins 
for  which  the  bank  money  is  exchange- 
able, a  difference  would  have  been  made 
in  the  agio. 

TV>  what  do  you  ascribe  tiie  fall  of  ex- 
ehange  between  London  and  flamburgh, 
near  18  per  cent.  ?— Altogether  to  the 
conunercial  situation  of  this  country  with 
the  Continent,  to  the  circumstance  of  the 
imports  and  payments  of  subsidies,  &c. 
having  very  much  exceeded  the  exports. 
Do  you  speak  of  the  last  two  years  ?— 
Particularly  of  the  last  year,  it  is  only 
within  the  la^  year  that  the  exchange  has 
Mien  so  much. 

Do  yoo  judge  of  the  balance  of  trade 
hairiag  been  against  this  country  in  the  last 
year,  from  the  state  of  the  exchange,  or 
Itom  jo^fxt  own  knowledge  of  the  excess 
of  the  imports  above  the  exports  ?«^I  cer- 
tainly judge  of  it  in  a  great  measure  bv 
the  state  of  the  exchange,  which,  accord- 
ing to  my  appreliension  of  the  subject, 
can  only  be  inBuenced  by  the  balance  of 
trade ;  but  this  is  strongly  corroborated 
by  those  orenmstances  which  fail  under 
the  general  observation  of  every  fmictical 
merchant. 
V  State  those  circumstances  nnon  which 

(roo  found  your  conclusion,  Uiat  in  the 
sat  year,  while  the  exchange  hu  been 
lsw,4here  has  been  an  actual  excess  of 
imports  above  the  exports^It  is  a  nolo* 
f  oIh  xvu.— i^iysiMfo. 
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rious  circumstance,  that  imports  from  se- 
veral quarters  have  been  most,  enormous, 
while  the  exports,  H>wing  to  poliiical  cir- 
cumstances, have  been  very  much  check** 
ed.  This  I  consider  to  receive  a  very 
strong  proof  from  the  circumstance  of 
most  ot  the  articles  imported  into  this 
country  from  the  Continent,  being  here  at 
moderate  prices ;  such-at  least  as  wHl  af« 
ford  no  profit,  or  very  small  profit,  to  the 
importer ;  in  fact,  some  of  them  consi- 
derable loss;  whilst  most  of  the  principal 
articles  of  export  from  this  country  to  the 
Continent  command  prices  upon  the  Con* 
tinent  from  50  to  200  and  300  per  cent, 
higher  than  the  prices  existing  hei-e^ 
which,  according  to  my  conception* 
clearly  proves  that  tlie  imports  have  been 
superabundant,  and  exports  xtty  much 
curtailed. 

Do  you  mean  that  there  has  been  such  a 
difference  between  the  invoice  prices  ? — 
I  am  speaking  of  the  result  of  any  com* 
merctal  adventure,  either  import  or  ex* 
port 

When  you  state  this  excess  of  iinport 
Above  export,  do  you  mean  an  excess  of 
amount  to  the  prices  you  have  now  stated  ? 
— I  mean,  that  upon  striking  a  balance  be- 
tween the  amounts  to  be  paid  and  the 
amounts  to  be  received  in  this  country, 
that  balance  u  to  a  very  considerable 
amount  against  this  country.  It  is  to  be 
observed,  that  goods  imported  by  the  Br1« 
tish  merchants  are^  paid  iihmediately, 
while  the  returns  for  exports  are  slow,  and 
cannot  yet  (for  the  last  year)  have  pto» 
duced  toeir  due  effect  upon  the  Ex- 
change: the  imports  from  the  Baltic,  for 
instance,  are  of  very  considerable  magni- 
tode,  and  it  is  known  that  the  export  mm 
hence  to  the  Baltic  in  goods  and  mer- 
chandize bears  but  a  very  small  propor- 
tion  to  them. 

Have  not  the  exports  to  the  Baltic  al* 
ways  l>ome  a  very  small  proportion  to 
the  imports  from  thence  ?~-AI  ways  an  in- 
ferior proportion,  but  not  in  the  same  de« 
gree  as  at  present. 

Have  not  the  imports  from  the  Bakic  in 
the  year  1809,  been  double  the  amount  of 
the  imports  from  the  Baltic  in  the  year 
180B  ?— I  should  think  considerably  more 
than  double  of  thai  amount. 

Have  the  exports  to  the  Baltic  been 
larger  in  the  year  1809,  than  they  were 
in  the  year  1808  ?— Probably  larger,  bos 
net  considerably  so. 

Whether  nnports  have  not  been  made 
firom  the  different  ports  ef  dit  Bihic  ha 


foreign  stups,  in  the  Course  of  the  last 
year  and  in  the  year  preceding,  .with 
very  little  difficulty i— With  very  little 
difficulty  indeed;  a  cvrcumstance  which 
made  this  item  in  the  balance  of  trade 
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imparts  above  tb«  tstporU ;  in  what 
ner,  and  within  what  period*  do  ya« 
ceive  that  thii  ozcen  will  ultioMteAy  be 
paid^for  by  this  country? — By  the  ex- 
portation of  boUioo  io  the  first  pi^cm,  and 


particularly  heavy  against  this  country  is«    ultimately  by  the  fall  of  the  exchange; 

that  the  whole  of  that  enormous  trade  has       '*  '        *         *      *   »••       ?  •^  * 

been  carried  on  in  foreign  ships,  which 

nave  been  engaged  at  very  heavy  rates  of 

freight,  the  whole  of  which  freights  must 

be  remitted  out  of  the  country.     There  is 

another  instance,  one  amongst  many;  I 

mean  the  imports, of  wines  and  brandies 

from  France,  which  have  amounted  to 

very  considerable  sums,  and  in  return  for 

which  no  merchandize  whatever  has  been 

exported  from  this  country. 

You  have  stated,  that  the  freight  paid 
to  those  foreign  ships  has  been  high ;  how 
much  per  cent,  in  your  opinion,  upon  the 
articles  imported  from  the  Baltic,  -has 
been  paid  for  the  freight  upon  the  value 
of  those  articles?-^!  conceive  that  the 
average  rate  of  freight  may  amount  to  50 
per  cent,  upon  the  original  cost  of  the 
goods. 

What  was  the  average  rate  of  freight 
upon  the  orig'mal  cost  of'  the  goods  also, 
when  they  were  imported  in  British  bot- 
toms ?T-I  cannot  answer  that  question  cor- 
rectly from  memory,  but  I  believe  from 
10  a*  20  J. 

Have  not  the  difficulties  of  exporting 
merchandize  in  foreign  ships  to  the  Hal* 
tic  been  much  greater  than  in  importing 
goods  from  thence  ?-^More  difficulty  has 
attached  to  the  admission  into  Russian 
ports  of  English  mer<jbandize,  than  to  the 
export  of  the  produce  oLthe  country. 

Ilave  the  great  imporU  from  the  Baltic' 
which  you,  have  described,  been  any 
portion  of  them  in.  payment  of  former 
debts  to  tbi^  country  ?-*Not  to  my  know- 
ledge. 

Have  they  been  in  any  degree  on  ac- 
count of  British  merchants  who  have  re- 
tiirned  home  from  that  country,  and  who 
could  not  at  first  bring  home  their  pro- 
perty ? — They  probably  may  in  some  de- 
greei  but  that  Is  a  circumstance  which  I 
have  no  means  of  ascertaining. 
.  Are  you  of  opinion  that  this  excess  of 
i(nports  from  the  Baltic  above  the  exports 
thither,  must  be  equalized  by  some  other 
branch  of  exports  in  the  general  trade  of 
tiiis  country  ?— -The  imports  must, be  .paid 
foi',  and  therefore  of  course  must  be  re- 
mltteu  out  of  the  country  in  some  shape. 
.  You  have  stated,  ^hat  within  the  last 
y^ar  there  has  been  ageajBcal  exotsiof 


which,  when  the  bullion  la 
must  fall  io  a  rate  by  which  ike 
will  be  ultimately  equalised. 

Do  you  conceive  that  there  baa  bees 
already  an  exportation  of  bullion  in  jpan 
discharge  of  thai  debt  by  this  country  ? — 
Unquestionably. 

After  as  much  bullion  shall  have  bcco 
exported  as  the  country  can  sbshI  oot,  ai 
what  manner  will  the  hW  of  exchange 
discharge  the  remainder  of  the  debi  ?— 
By  the  circumstance  of  the  excban^ 
falling  low  enough  to  force  exports  aad 
prevent  imports  of  merchandize^  by  which 
the  balance  will  in  course  of  time  he 
settled. 

To  what  point  must  the  exchange  fall 
before  this  exportation  is  forced  in  the 
manner  vou  describe? — Tl)at  must  de- 
pend,  as  I  conceive,  iipon  the  amount  of 
the  balance  to  be  settled. 

What  is  the  expence  of  traiuporHBg 
specie  from  this  country  to  Haoibnrgh  ? — 
I  have  not  sent  specie  myself,  so  I  am  ne( 
competent  to  answer  that  question. 

Do  you  conceive  it  to  be  as  much  as  a 
charge  of  Id  per  cent*?— No,  not  l^per 
cent. 

How  much  les6?-— I  really  most  decline 
answering  that  question,  as  1  am  not  ac- 
curately acquaint  d  with  it. 

From  what  other  ports  besides  the 
Baltic  has  there  within  the  last  two  years 
been,  an  excess  of  imports  .above  tiie  ex- 
ports?—! answered  t^t  question  partly 
just  now,  by  stating  that  wines  and  bran- 
dies were  imported. from  France  to  a  con- 
siderable amount,  in  return  for  whiduio 
goods  have  been  exported. 

Has  there  been  an^  excess  of  inpem 
above  exports  from  the  North  of  Genaany 
or  Holland  ? — From  the  Nortliaf  Gennany 
decidedly,  I  should  think,  j»n  excess  oif 
imports;  not  from  Holland*  tboegb  the 
imports  from  thence  have  been  large » 
Holland,  and  particularly  the  £ms,  Uvt 
been  the  principal  point  Uurottgh  wllichthe 
exports  have  latterly  gpne- 

Has  there  been  an  excess  of  eipons 
a.boTe  imports  to  Holland  ?«**J  shoeU 
tbipk  there  h^ 

;  To  a  consioerf^ble.  aaeuM  ?»-Yei,  to  a 
cppaidemble  amount ;  biC  chiefly  dariag 
th^ilastyiW,  . 
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What  hav#th«  «icporti  to  Holland 
chiefly  cofMiiilad  of  ?-^Co1onial  produce 
•nd  wttlsh  oiainifactnres. 

Have  the  prices  of  the  articlet  exported 
to  Holland  been  high  there  ^— Very  high ; 
they  have  yielded  very  considerable  profile 
-  As  high  ^n  you  described  in  a  former 
answer,  with  respect  to  the  prices  of  our 
floods  in  the  foreign  market  ?««Yes  ;  I  re- 
fer to  that  answer. 

Has  the  excess  of  exports  to  Holland 
cootriboted  to  pay  for  the  excess  of  im- 
|K>rts  from  other  parts  of  the  world  ? — Un- 
questionaMy. 

Can  you  state  neaHy,  what  proportion 
the  excess  of  exports  to  Holland  bears  to 
the  excess  of  imports  from  other  parts  of 
tlie  world  ? — No,  I  cannot,  without  much 
minttCe  examination. 

Has  it  been  nearly  equal,  do  you  think  ? 
-—Decidedly  not,  I  should  say,  from  the 
atate  of  the  exchange,  and  the  general 
circumstances  I  have  stated  before. 

Do  you  know  whether  any  considerable 
export  of  oottons  to  the  continent  has 
taken  place  during  the  last  two  years  ?— 
Some  export  of  cotton  wool  has  taken 
f>laoe,  but  has  been  checked  by  the  board 
«f  trade  hert,  who  thoosht  proper  to  stop 
it.  They  baTe  changea  their  determina- 
tion with  respeet  to  that  article  tsro  or 
three  times  In  the  course  of  the  year,  by 
•Itemately  prohibiting  and  peroittioff  it. 
The  dilference  of  price  of  that  article  in 
this  country  and  the  continent  at  present 
is  enormous;  a  pound  of  Braeil  cottofi 
selling  here  for  ^.  fs  worth  €s.  at  Amster- 
dam, and  -Si.  at  Paris. 

Is  it  at  present  prohibited  ^— It  is. 

By  prohibition,  do  you  mean  that  the 
council  refuse  licences  ? — ^They  do  refuse 
Keenoes. ' 

Are  you  of  opinion,  as  a  continental 
roerohant,  that  any  considerable  export  of 
that  article  would  have  taken  place  in  ad- 
dition to  what  has  actually  been  exported 
within  the  last  year,  if  the  export  had  not 
bean  occasionally  interrupted?— -Very 
considerable^  I  should  think. 

Can  yon  stale,  for  about  how  much  of 

the  last  year  the  export  of  that  article  has 

•beMi  Interrupted  i*^l  can  only  atate  it 

loosely  firom  memory ;  perhaps  about  hsdf 

'the  year. 

Are  there  tiny  other  articles  of  which 
the  export  to  the  continent  has  been  in- 
terrupted ^-^Exceptinff  bark,  I  am  not 
aarare  of  any  article  of  merchandize;  but 
'i  onght  to  mtfen  to  foneign  coin  and 
<bqUioi|f  whiohy  in  foy  opiaieo,  it  would 
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have  been  wise  and  expedient  to  aHow  to 
export  to  enemies  ports,  but  for  which  the 
board  of  trade  hare  persisted  in  revising 
Keences. 

Has  the  export  of  colonial  produce  to 
the  continent '  been  considerable  irtthin 
the  last  year,  as  compared  with  the  former 
years  ?-*It  has  certainly  increased 'within 
the  last  year. 

Has  the  excess  of  imports  above  exports^ 
which  you  have  described  to  have  been 
the  general  state  of  trade  within  the  last 
jK^ar,  been  owng  in  any  degree  to  thi^ 
export  being  less  free  than  you  conceive 
it  might  have  been  ?— Certainly,  in  some 
instances ;  and  particularly  at  this  mo- 
ment I  conceive  that  the  board  of  trade 
might  promote  an  increase  of  the  exports 
to  France. 

Proceed  to  state  what  other  causes  yon 
would  assign  for  the  present  low  state 
of  exchange  with  Hamburgh-,  other  than 
that  excess  which  you  have  described  of 
the  imports  above  the  cxports.<— I  cori- 
ceive  the  answer  which  I  have  given  npon 
the  subject  of  the  excess  of  imports  to  ap- 
ply generally  to  all  continental  ex- 
changes*; another  principal  cause  of  the 
low  rate  of  exchange  I  conceive  to  be  the 
stoppage  of  the  American  trade,  owing  to 
the  restrictions  imposed  in  America,  by 
which  Americans  have  been  prevented 
from  carrying  their  own  produce,  and  the 
produce  of  the  enemy's  colonies,  to  the 
continent  of  Europe,  which  would  have 
x>perated  upon  the  exchange  in  a  great 
measure  as  an  export  from  this,  country, 
the  greater  part  of  the  returns  of  such 
American  exports  to  the  continent  of 
Europe  consisting  of  goods  exported  from 
this  country  to  iunerica. 

I  understand  you  to  mean  that  such  sn 
export  from  this  country  to  America 
would  have  equalized  the  exoess.of  im- 
ports into  this  country  from  the  continent  ? 
«^The  export  that  I  alluded  to  from  hence 
to  America  would  have  been  paid-  for  by 
remittances  from  the  continent,  arising 
out  of  the  proceeds  of  such  goods  as  the 
Americans  would  have  carrie4  there, 
which  of  course  would  httTO  created  a  de- 
mand for  bills  upon  England,  and  thereby 
kept  up  Uie  exchange. 

Ann  should  not  we  in  the  eamcmanner 
have  paid  for  our  excess  of  imports  from 
the  continent,  out  of  what  was  due  to  this 
country  from  America  in  consequence  of 
these  exports  ?^Undoubted]v. 

Is  it  your  opinion,  thereme^  Utttthe 
efieot  €t  a  long  continuance  of  those 
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AmeriGMi  acts  would  be  to  render.us  on-  I  ^  would  bo  MMwaaUy 

able  to  make  as  large  .an  importation  from 

the  continent  ai  we  have  latteriy  done  ?— - 

In  a  great  meaiore^  during  a  certain  space 

of  time,  if  tbey  were  strictly  carried  into 

effecli 

Ha?e  yoo«  any  other  causes  to  assign 
for  the  present  low  state  of  our  exchange 
with  the  continent  ?— I  repollect  no  other 
commercial  circumstance  sufficiently  ma- 
terial to  deserve  the  attention  of  the  Com* 
mittee,  but  the  continental  expenditure  of 
goTornmentfor  subsidiesto  foreign  poweo^ 
pay  of  troops,  and  other  purposes,  has  no 
doubt  materially  affected  the  exchanges. 
Perhaps  I  should  add  in  reference  to  the 
last  two  or  three  yeare,  that  most  export 
articles  have  till  lately  ruled  the  low  prices 
here,  owing  to  the  impediments' on^  the 
continent ;  of  course  the  sum  payable  by 
foreianers  for  their  supplies  has  been  re- 
duced accordingly. 

What  is  the  present  course^  of  exchange 
between  this  country  and  Amsterdam  ?— 
The  exchange  upon  Amsterdam  is  3  It.  6i. 
Flemish  for  a  potmd  stcfVling. 

Is  that  bank  money  or  current  ? — Bank 
money. 

What  is  the  established  par  at  Amster- 
dam ?— *I  am  not  aware  of  ain  established 
par  at  any  foreign  place. 

What  do  merchants  call  the  established 
par  between  Great  Britain  and  Amster* 
dam  ?— I  must  refer  to  my  last  answer : 
the  par  of  exchange  is  or  no  interest  to. 
the  practical  merchant ;  it  is  the  equality 
of  currencies ;  if  20r.  which  compose  a 
pound  sterlin|[,  wore  taken  new  from  the 
mint  and  carried  to  Amsterdam,  and  there 
^reduced  to  the  Dutch  standard,  and  coined 
into  Rttilder^  the  amount  of  those  guilders 
would  constilute  the  par  of  exchange. 

Do  not  you  mean  that  the  real  par  of 
exchange  between  any  two  countries  is  an 
^ual  weight  of  silver  of  the  same  fineness 
expressed  in  the  respective  denominations 
6f  the  two  currencies?''^ Yes,  but  I  do  not 
know  that  it  ought  to  be  taken  rather  in 
iilver  than  in  goul. 

Supposing  a  par  of  exchange  to  be 
fixed  as  between  two  currencies,  would  not 
that  par  of  exchange  be  altered  if  one  of 
the  curreartes  became  debased  ?— -The 
course  of  exchange  certaiijy  would. 
^  Supposing  the  par  to  hare  been  estab- 
Vshea  between  Hamburgh  and  England, 
and  subseouently  to  that  time  that  the 
coin  of  either  country  became  debased, 
would  it  not  happen  that,  for  the  conve- 
nience of  commercial  calculation,  a  new 
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timi  does  not  reqoiro  the  eatahlialament  of 
a  par  of  exchange ;  the  intriasic  par  or  re- 
lation of  currencies  would  of  covroe  r^rw 
according  to  such  debasement^  but  tiM 
efiects  of  the  latter  would,  become  ap- 
parent in  the  course  of  exchange. 

What  is  the  protcai  course  of  excbaage 
between  this  country  and  Paris? — ^At  ^ 
iivres  for  a  pound  sterling. 

What  is  the  established  par? — The  par 
of  exchange  upon  Paris  has  always  been 
considered  to  be  24  Iivres,  I  believe  ;  thai 
is  certainly  not  correct,  it  oo^ht  lo  ht 
nearer  25  than  24;  it  proceeds  opons 
supposition  of  the  French  hal^toam  beof 
equal  to  the  English  half-crown^  ^vfaich  i 
not  correct.     I  have  not  at  preacnt  the 
means  of  establishing  the  compariaon  of 
the  coins,  but  as  near  as  posaib£o  I  duak 
it  may  be  stated,  ai  something   ^>oQiS5 
Iivres. 

Since  you  became  acquainted  wilh 
the  trade  to  the  continent^  ere  yoa 
aware  of  any  change  having  taken  place 
in  the  state  of  the  Fienca  correncr. 
by  which  the  exchange  may  have  beea 
afiected  ?— None  whatever :  an  akeratiea 
has  taken  place  in  the  coinage,  arluch  is 
unconnected  with  the  exchange. 

What  change  has  4aken  place  in  the 
coinage  ?— Gold  pieces  of  90  franca  haws 
been  coined*  and  the  old  coin  waa  wocth 
24  Iivres;  these  gold  livreaare  called  oa* 
poleons. 

Has  any  change  taken  pbeo  in  tha 
weight  of  the  silver  coin?i  Certainly 
there  has  in  the  weight,  biU  none  in  th^ 
relative  value;  pieces  of  6  francs  have 
been  coined. 

Are  you  acquainted  with  th^  prices  ef 
gold  in  the  .  foreign  markets?*-!  caaaoC 
state  them  accurately  from  memory • 

Can  you  state  whether  any  cbaagsor 
not  has  taken  place  in  the  price  of  geld  ia 
any  of  the  foreign  markets  within  Ae  hat 
year  ?— No  vary  material  changOt  that  I 
am  aware  of. 

What  is  the  present  price  of  bar  gold, 
of  our  standard*  at  Hamburgb?**!  cmh 
not  state  it  from  memory,  bat  I  can  refar 
to  it. 

At  Hambutth  and  Amsterdan,  is  tht 
price  of  gold  bullion  quoted  in  baakuM)* 
ney  ?— At  Hamburgh,  in  bank  momsf;  st 
Amsterdam,  in  current  money.    . 

Do  you  know  whether  m  any  of  the 
foreign  markets  with  which  yoe  aie  le- 
qaainiad,.ihece  is  ai  pceseal  anagjo  a|Na 
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gold  tt  UKbtoged  for  •  stWer  ?— -There 
generally  is  in  ell  tlie  foreign  verketo. 

Is  it  to  at  Parie  at  pretent  ?— I  caimoi 
at  present  state. 

Does  yoor  experience,  as  a  merchant 
dealing  in  foret^  exchanges,  enable  you 
to  giTa  an  opinion  whether  the  excess  of 

Saper  cnrrency  in  any  country  would 
Kfe  any  effect  in  lowenng  the  exchange 
of  that  country  with  others  ?-*^ A  forcMl 
paper  currency  certainly  would. 

The  question  goes  to  an  excess  of  paper 
currency,  whether  forced  or  not?-*- 
I  cannot  well  conceiTO  a  paper  currency 
being  permanently  excesstre,  unless  it  is 
forced.  ' 

But  in  the  case  of  a  paper  currency 
being  forced,  is  it  not  the  circumstance  of 
its  thereby  becoming  excessiTO,  and  not 
the  circumstance  merely  of  its  being 
forced,  that  has  a  tendency  to  lower  the 
foreign  exchan^s  ?«— I  conceive  it  in  the 
first  place  to  arise  frojh  that  paper  being 
•xoessife,  and  in  the  next  place  from  that . 
paper  representing  no  real  value. 

Csn  you  state  what  is  the  present  course 
of  exchange  with  the  United  States  ef 
America  ?-~Tbe  exchange  in  America 
upon  England  has  been  in  fiiToor  of  Eng- 
land for  a  considerable  time ;  (there  is  no 
cx^nge  in  Encland  upon  America).  I 
do  not  know  what  it  has  been  very  re* 
cently,  but  probably  it  is  lower,  per* 
baps  below  par,  in  consequence  of  con* 
tiderable  exports  having  lately  taken 
place  from  America;  dunng  the  suspen*. 
eion  of  those  exports  the  exchange  of 
€omie,*Wal  in  fovonr  of  England.  I  would 
indeed  lay  some  stress  upon  this  circam- 
atanee,  as  supporting  my  opinion  that  the 
exchanges  are  influence  by  commercial  j 
causes  only.  During  the  depreciation  of 
Saglish  currency  on  the  continent  of 
Europe,  a  premium  vras  paid  for  it  in 
America  in  hard  dollars.  The  United 
States  were  dien,  in  a  great  measure, 
aituated  with  respect  to  England,  as  Eng- 
land is  situated  vrith  respect  to  the  conti> 
nent  of  Europe. 

When  speuiin^  of  the  exports  and  im* 
ports  between  this  country  and  the  Baltic, 
did  ^u  take  into  your  considemtfion  the 
quantity  and  value  of  bullioa  exported  ?«^ 

No;  I  only  alluded  to  tiie  relative  amount 
of  goods  or  merchandiae. 

Why  do  you  not  consider  bullion  as  an 
article  of  merchandise  ^•— I  do  consider  it 

as  an  article  of  merchandise,  but  I  was 
endeavouring  first  to  state  the  difference 
between  goods  imported  and  exported. 


I  consider  the  exporution  of  bullion  tt> 
take  place  as  the  means  of  settling  that 
balance;  that difierence. 

Do  you  conceive  that  an  excess  of  im- 
ports above  exports  can  account  for  the 
rates  of  exchange  continuing  as  high  as 
1 6  per  cenu  against  this  country  for  a  per* 
manent  period  of  time  P*-"-!  certainly  think 
so.  I  conceiv^  the  cause  of  the  present 
state  of  exchange  to  ^  entirely  com- 
mercial, with  the  exceptbn,  I  should  add, 
of  the  payments  erhicn  government  have 
had  occasion  to  make  upon  the  contindnt^ 
in  the  shape  of  subsidies,  the  paynsent  off 
troops,  &c» 

As  the  par  of  exchange  between  two 
conntries  is  computed  on  the  calculatiotr 
of  the  value  of  the  respective  currencies, 
do  you  not  conceive  that  the  rates  of  ex- 
change will  floctnate  with  the  fluctuation^ 
in  the  intrinsic  value  of  the  currency  of 
either  country  ?-'Certainly. 

Is  not  the  present  standard  gold  coin 
of  the  value  of  5L  Its.  lOjd.  per  ounce  ? 
—It  is. 

Is  not  the  present  market  price  for  gold 
to  export  above  4L  lOv.  ^-^ I  believe  it  is 
4/.  lOe. 

As  the  receiving  a  part  of  the  remittance 
from  Lisbon  is  paid  in  paper,  and  occh- 
sions  a  loss  in  the  exchange  of  about  0  per 
cent,  does  not  the  circumstance  of  oar  re- 
ceiving bank  notes  in  payment  in  Lon- 
don alter  our  exchange  with  foreign  parts 
in  the  proportion  of  3/.  17t.  lOfi^  to  4/. 
lOs.  the  difierence  of  value  between  the 
two  ?— In  Portugal,  bills  are  paid  one  half 
in  a  forced  government  paper,  which  loses 
a  reffvlar  per  centage  compared  to  specie, 
in  ul  internal  transactions.  In  England 
we  have  no  forced  paper,  no  di&renoe 
is  made  in  favour  of  specie  in  iotetnsl 
transactions;  and  the  high  price  of  bul* 
lion  against  bank  notes  u  only  owing  to 
the  demand  for  exportation.  The  tww 
cases,  therefore,  are  in  >my  opinion  quite 
dissimiter.  I  conceive  that  the  state  of 
the  paper  currency  of  this  kingdom,  and 
the  state  of  the  exchanges  upon  foreign 
parts,  are  two  subjeoU  almost  unconnect* 
ed,  and  that  have  but  very  little  influence 
upon  each  other.  As  some  oorroboration 
o»  this  opinion,  I  beg  leave  to  adduce  the 
two  following  foots,  nom  which  it  appears 
that  at  two  several  periods,  the  exdmoge 
for  a  length  of  time  improved  in  fovoor  of 
this  country,  while  the  amount  of  bank 
notes  was  gradually  increaaing  >-»Early 
in  1797,  when  the  suspension  of  carii  pnyw 
ments  look  place,  the  eitrhange   upon 
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Hamborgh  was  about  35f,  and  the  araovnt 
d  bank  noles  in  circulation  about  1 1  mil* 
lions ;  the  exchange  gradually  rose  during 
1797  and  I79B  to  38/,  and  ruletl  between 
M/  and  56/  till  July  1199,  though  at  tbe 
same  time  the  amount  of  bank  notes  in- 
ereaseci  to  ISf  millions  and  more:-— Again 
bi  1 800  and  1 1^)1 ,  when  the  exchange  fell 
nearly  to  its  present  rate^^iz.  nnder  30/> 
the  amount  ef  bank  notes  was  between  15 
and  16  millions;  the  latter  progressively 
advanced  to  18  milliona^nd  more  in  1802. 
d,  4,  and  5,  while  during  the  same  period 
t^  exchange  rose  to  32/  in  1802,  34/  in 
1803>  36/  in  1804,  and  35/Sin  1805. 

IfabiU  of  exchange  for  lOOf.  is  re- 
mitted to  me  from  Hambnrgh,  what  do 
I  receive  for  payment  ?— A  bank  note. 

If  my  correspondentdesires  to  have  go4d 
ibr  that  lOOi.  note,  how  am  I  to  procure 
kr — ^Of  course  you  are  to  buy  it  at  the 
market  price,  as  yon  would  any  other 
eonnnodity. 

Anfd  then  reckoning  the  difierence  to  be 
about  16  per  cent,  if  in  the  first  instance 
(he  foreigner  could  receive  gold,  would  he 
not  give  16  p^r  cent,  more  in  exchange? 
— ^Yes,  nearly  so,  because  no  laws  can 
prevent  such  gold  from  being  exported. 
Bot  wiere  H  practic^le  to  eolbree  the 
existing  prohibition  completely,  it  is  clear 
that  as  the  foreigner  could  not  get  his  lOOi 
in  gold  coin,  he  would  not  pay  the  ad* 
dttiofial  price  for  the  bill ;  -Gniseas  in  that 
ease  wocdd  bear  no  superior  value  to  bank 
notes,  nad  exportable  gold  would  sell  for 
4/.  lOi.  against  guineas,  as  it  now  does 
against  notes.  What  I  mean  to  prove  by 
ttts  is,  that  the  high  price  of  gold  should 
Hot  he  ascribed  to  bank  notes,  but  alto* 
gather  to  the  foreign  demand. 

If  bank  paper  and  gold  exchanged  even, 
wiooldnat  the  cuitenty  to  the  ibreigner 
of  about  sixteen  per.  ctnt.  be  the  sup« 
INned  dififerenee  netween  th^  bank  note 
nnd  the  bullion  to  be  purchased  ?-^I  do 
notckttrly  understand  this  question.  But 
the  lew  exchange  in  my  opinion  does  »ot 
arise  ftomour  feoeiv'iQg  bank  notes  tntpay* 
nNBt  'for  bills ;  the  specie  of  the  coanlry 
is  ^xfaouned  by  oar  meign  baianoe,  and 
woM  not  he  more  abundant,  (at  least  in 
n*  degree  wonrii  mentioning),  if  bank 
SMitM  were  net' in  existence.  Whatever 
iMans  might  in  that  caaehe  devised  to  an- 
esrer  the  pnifraees  of  trade  and  circulation^ 
mU  and  aikarwould  remain  equally  dear ; 
mt  dcamms,  Iheieibre,  cannot  be  called 
*4isQisMt  tan  hank  notes. 

JS  nflsetBhant  iftHanibnigb  lewis  oiver 
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to  this  comitry  a  hale  of  gMds;  which  We 
would  imrotee  to  his  cerre^>ondeiii  at  lOOi 
if  he  could  get  gold  in  pnymeat ;  most  be 
not  now  invoice  it  at  llO/«?«r-I  refer  to 
my  former  answer. 

Do  1  get  leas  foreign  money  Ibr  lOOL 
bill  drawn  upon  Hamburgh  than  I  taed  u 
do  ?~Yes. 

If  I  send  a  bale  of  goods  thiiher,  <lo  I 
get  tpaore  foreign  money  tban  I  «aed  to  do* 
supposing,  the  price  of  the  commodity  nil 
varied  ?«^ertainly  not. 

If  then  the  goods  fetch  the  same,  and 
the  bill  drawn  fetches  less  forei^  fBooer; 
is  it  not  the  ease  that  gold  ia  not  Taried  as 
to  itself,  but  as  to  paper  ? — ^The  foreics 
money  will-  buy  a  bill  upon  thi«  coontrr  ta 
a  larger  amount.  But  I  most  mgnin  refipr 
to  my  former  answer. 

Were  the  cironbitiQn  of  tbia  country  coa- 
fined  to  gold  and.  silver,  which*  by  law  s 
pnohibtted  to  be  exported,  would  the  C9C- 
changes  have*  any  efiect  or  fnAooace  moiv 
*  than  they  now  have,  the  paysD«nta  beiaf 
principally  made  in  hank  notoa  ?  —I  co» 
eeive  it'would  produce  no  difienence  what- 
ever en  the-fiaie  of  exchange*  aof^iosiai 
those  leu's  completely  carried  into  cftct 

You  have  assigned  .as  thfe  principal 
cause  of  the  rale  of  eoBchange.  the  balance 
of  trade  htfing-  against  this  country  ;  ds 
you  not  rather  mean  the  bsdanoe  of  f>ay 
ments  ?-«-I  certainly  meant  the  bnlanoe  of 
payments,  having  before  adverted  to  the 
payments  of  Government  for  subsidies  and 
other  purposes,  which  are  to  be  taken  into 
the  general  acc<Nint. 

May  not  the  balance  of  trade  fborefore 
he  in  our  favour,  while  the  balance  of 
payments  remains  against  na?«-Th«  ha- 
iaoce  of  pajrmenu  for  the  year  vmt  he 
against  us,  whiJe  the  general  exports  ex- 
ceed the  imports.  RetumB  ar^  now,  even 
firom  neighbouring  quarters,  and  from  dis- 
tant parte  of  the  world  may  be,  defoved 
not  only  for  ninths,  but  for  y^an. 

You  hana  assigned  as  a  cause  of  the  pre- 
sent low  rale  of  exchange,  the  snspension 
of  the  American  trade  with  the  Contlnsm ; 
has  there  not,  witiiin  the  year,  been  con- 
siderable exports  frsn  America  to  Tonnin- 
geii,  and  other  parte  adjacent  ?— My  re- 
mark was  made  generally  ;  but  te  lendar 
it  quite  correct,  I  certainly  ought  to  uj 
the  partial  steppage  of  conmunieation. 

uave  tiot  those  supplies  to  tho  Conti- 
nent which  used  to  go  directly  from  Ame- 
rica, within  these  last  twelve  moatbs  pro- 
ceeded from  this  oenntry,  tbt^egh  the 
afeBdum  of  HaUgohuvl ;  and  if  aoywonld 
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not  auch  «XfMNrls  produce  tb«  tame  cffict 
wpooUie  excbtfiBge  at  if  Ihey  had  gone 
iram  America  :-^A  considerable  trade  bms, 
na  <louh>t,  been  carried  on  through  Heli* 
goland,  but  only  very  partially  consisting 
io  articles  derived  from  America. 

Supposing  the  metallic  currency  of  any 
country  should^  from  any  cause,  become 
ezceaaiTe,  and  the  means  of  exporting 
bullion  or  specie  from  that  coontt-y,  should 
at  the  same  time  be  effectually  obstruct^, 
do  you  conceive  that  such  a  state  of  things 
would  tend  to  create  a  course  of  exchange 
unfaTourable  to  the  country  so  circum- 
stanced P-^Thal  surplus  of  currency  would, 
in  ray  opinion,  oerlainly  tend  to  enhance 
the  price  of  ttii  commodities,  and  todepre* 
ciate  the  exchange.    But  1  do  not  con* 
ceive  this  to  be  applicable  to  the  Bank 
paper  curreasy  of  this  kingdom,*  whkfa« 
from  its  naturejund  i^rom  the  manner  in 
which  it  ought  to  be,  and  I  beKeve  is 
ilsned,  can  scarcely,  in  my  opinion,  be 
carried  to  an  express?   it  is  only  called 
forth  by  the  real  wants  of  trade  and  cir- 
culation, and  is  always  represented  by  a 
valuable  consideration.    I  conceive,  that 
as  long  as  bills  of  undoubted  solidity  are 
sent  into  the  Bank  for  discount,  the  Bank 
are  fully  justi6ed  iu  iaeuing  their  notes 
against  thoee  bills,  without  any  fear  of  the 
amtfunc^of  their  currency  becomiag  ex- 
cessive.   The  increase  in  the  amount  of 
bank  notes  in  circulation  within  these  hw 
years»  is,  in  my  opinion,  accoanted  for,  in 
the  first  place,  by  the  increased  commerce 
of  the  coontry,  and  in  the  next  place  by 
the  iiicresM  of  the  public  debt  and  the 
consequent  uxation,  which  has  the  eflleet 
of  enhancing  the  prices  of  all  commo* 
ditiet;  and  the  amount  of  currency  re« 
quired  for  the  purpose'  of  facilitating  the 
exchange    of   those  commodities,  or  in 
other  words,  for  trade  and  circulation, 
must  naturally  increase  in  the  same  pro- 
portion. 

When  you  aay  "^enhance  the  price  of 
all  commodities,''  do  you  include  foreign 
bills  of  exchange  among  those  conHUo- 
dities^-'-Certainly  ihK;  1  am*  now  allud*' 
ingto  the  internal  concerns  of  the  kiog- 
dem,  which  I  oonoetfe  le  be  altogether 
distinqt  IrUM  its  foreitn  trade. 

Do  you  thtti  eonueive^  t^at  to  whatever 
extent  the  Bank  aflbrde  facility  of  dis- 
coaot,  either  lo  th«  Qoiremment  or  to  in* 
difidoak,  pKMrid«d  the  seeurtty  be  gaud, 
sad  ptyahle  at  fixed  dotea,  that  no  exCMa 
of  circolatloA  in  bank  paper  can  possibly 
take  place  ?— I  conceive  that  the- wants  of 


the  circulation  are  of  course  confined  to  n 
certain  sum  ;  whatever  proportion  of  that 
sum  is  invested  by  the  Bank  in  govern* 
ment  securities,  will  diminish  in  tlw  same 
proportion  the  calls  of  the  public  upon  the 
Bank  for  discounts ;  the  amount  of  notes» 
therefore  in  circulation^  will  remain  tka 
same*  The  point  where,  in  my  opinon* 
the  Bank  ought  to  stop  in  such  purchasea 
oi'  government  securities,  is  when  good  re^ 
sponsible  bills  are  no  longer  sent  into  tho 
Bank  by  the  public  for  discount ;  that  i 
conceive  to  be  a  certain  sign  of  the  waott 
of  circulation  being  fully  supplied,  and 
any  sabsequent  issue  becomes^  in  my  opi-^ 
nion,  an  excess  of  paper  currency. 

Suppose  an  advance  to  be  made  upon 
'goods  that  may  be  pledged  with  the  Bank 
instead  of  bills,  would  that,  in  your  opi* 
uion,  create  an  excess  of  circulation  f«^I 
conceive  it  to  be  highly  proper  that  the 
securities  discounted  by  the  Bank  should 
be  payable  at  short  and  fixed  periods.  - 

Do  you  conceive  that  all  that  would  be 
requisite  to  prevent  a  depreciation  of  paper 
currency  in  any  country  would  be,  tnat 
such  paper  should  in  no  instance  be  issued 
but  as  the  representative  of  a  good  secu- 
rity, payable  at  a  fixed  period  ?•*•!  answer 
that  in  the  affirmative  certainly. 

Do  you  conceive  that  there  exists  the 
same  security  for  the  public  a^insttho' 
inconvenieiice  of  an  excess  of  eircnlation 
when  the  paymenu  in  cash  at  the  Bank 
are  suspended,  as  when  the  Bank  was  at 
liberty  and  under  obligation  to  make  ice 

Kymenta  in  cash  ?«--4  conceive  so,  if  the 
Ak  strictly  adhere  to  the  system  of  dis*> 
counting  no  bills  but  of  undoubted  solidity, 
and  government  securities;  the  latter 
with  due  moderation,  and  the  caataaa 
pointed  out  before. 

Are  you  aware  of  the  practice  that  pre** 
vails  among  country  bankers,  with  respect 
to  discounts  and  advancea  in  their  paper  } 
•«I  partly  am. 

What  is  that  practice  ?— The  coentry 
banka  are  in  the  practice  I  believe  of 
iasoiag  notes  upon  the  security  of  goods, 
houses,  and  lands,  in  adUitiett  to  the  Ofdi« 
nary  discount  of  bills  of  exchanoe. 

Of  cowee  the  security  upon  udiioh  those 
advancea  are  made,  is  not  convertible  at 
any  fixed  period  ?*«^  beliave  not. 

Bo  you  ceooeive  that  fran  this  practice 
of  the  country  banks,  an  e»cea«ve  cincu* 
latiott  may  ansa  ^-^I  am  inclined^to  tUnk 
that  the^  system  of  country  bairidog  haa 
been  carried  too  far  in  tfan  respect. 
-  Are  jmi  of  opiniaa  t^at  if  tht  OfmOxf 
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banktn. confine  their  advancei  within  the 
same.limits  as  to  the  description  of  security 
which  prevaib  in  the  Bank  of  England, 
that  the  accommodation  afiorded  by  tbem 
to  the  pttblic  could  not  lead  to  any  excess 
in  the  circulation  ?-^I  beliere  toot ;  I 
think  the  same  principle  will  apply  to  the 
country  banks  that  I  applied  to  the  Bank 
ftf  England. 

.  Then  assuming  there  to  be  some  excess 
in  the  circulation,  the  cause  to  which  you 
would  scribe  it  is  this  practice  of  the 
country  banks  ?-^I  am  inclined  to  think  so. 

Is  it  your  opinion  that  there  is  now,  or 
has  been  at  any  time»  such  excess  in  the 
circulation ?«-!  believe  at  some. periods 
certainly  too  much  facility  has  been  shewn 
^  by  the  country  banks  in  the  issuing  their ' 
paper. 

Do  you  think  that  inconvenience  exists, 
•r  has  existed,  within  the  last  six  months  ? 
•^I  should  think  it  has^  and  now  does  in 
some  degree. 

March  2, 1810. 

Fbahcis  Horner,  Esq.  in  the  Chair. 

Jllr.  ■,  a  Continental  Merchant, 

called  in,,  and  examined. 

Are  you  acquainted  with  .the  subject  of 
the  exchange  between  this  country  and 
Hamburgh  ?— I  am,  and  with  other  foreign 
coontries. 

What  is  the  present  rate  of  exchange 
between  this  coontry  and  Hamburgh?— 
The  rate  of  exchange  from  this  country 
on  Hamburgh  has  yaried  lately ;  the  last 
post  it  was  quoted  at  about  29,  which  means 
20f.  Flemish  for  1 2.  sterling. 

Is  the  shilling  Flemish,  or  the  stiver,  a 
real  coin  ?'— The  shilling  Flemish  is  not  a 
coin  Bo  more  than  the  banco  marc,  which 
banco  represents  a  certain  weight  of  sil- 
ver. A  shilling  Flemish  means  six  stivers 
banco  of  Hamburgh,  and  sixteen  stivers 
banco  are  one  marc  banco.  In  the  actual 
currency  too*,  sixteen  stivers  are  equal  to 
one  marc. 

Then  does  the  banco  marc  represent  a 
fixed  quantity  of  silver  of  a  fixedfineneas  ? 
—Yes;  Ibr  27  marcs  12  stivers*  banco, 
you  get  one. marc  of  Cologne  weight  of 
silver,  perfectly  fine,  without  any  alloy ; 
that  is,  for  one  banco  marc,  yon  get 
lOf'W  gran.  CoL  of  such  silver. 

Can  yon  comjmre  the  mate  Cokigne 
with  English  weight?— *Sixty •five  ounces 
of  English  standard  silver  contain  eight 
marcs  of  Cologne  fine  silver. 

What  do  yon  state  to  be  the  real  par  of 
exchange  from  England  on  Himbwgkf— 


I  ficst  wish  to  state  my  general  idem  of  a 
par  of  exchange ;   it  is  the  exproauoB  in 
the  coins  or  denominationa  of  tbo  two  cor- 
rencies  which  are  oompoied^  of  an  o^na* 
weight  of  silver  of  the  same  fineooss.     1 
have  no  idea  bow  a  par  can   be  ascer* 
tained  without  the  preciona  nietals  beiaf 
the    foundation.      The    Hamburgb    car- 
rency  is  founded  oa  silver,  and  the  British 
currency  is  principally  founded  on  gold  ; 
the  par  of  exchange  cannot  therefore  bt 
ascertained  without  fixing  a  relative  valst 
between  these  two  metals. 

If  the  relative  value  of  these  two  mtttk 
in  the  bullion  market  be  known,  and  bt 
the  same  in  two  countries,  may  not  iht 
par  of  exchange  be  ascertained  betweas 
those  two  countries,  although  tbe  correDc; 
of  the  one  be  gold,  and  thiu'  of  the  ochn 
silver  iu^ Yes,  provided  the  exportaiaoa 
and  importation  of  gold  and  aiivcu*  be  pc^ 
lectly  iree. 

•  Betwe^  two  such  coontries,  does  nsf 
the  par  of  exchange,  vary  with  the  vaha- 
tions  in  the  relative  value  of  the  two  pre- 
cious metals  ?-— Yes;  the  p^  wiii  vary  if 
the  relative  value  of  the  two  metals  .varies. 

And  if  the  relative  value  of  the  two  pre- 
cious metals  varies  unequally  in  the  two 
countries  at  the  same  time,  most  not  that 
inequality  be  likewise  taken  into  the  cal- 
culation m  ascertaining  the  par  ?^*Yes,it 
must. 

State  m  what  manner  you  apply  thest 
general  ideas  to  the  statement  of  tbe  par 
of  exchange  as   between  Enaland  and 
Hambur|;h.— Taking  gold  at  the  ooioage 
price  ot  SL  17«.  10|ct  and  taking  it  at 
Hamburgh  at  what  we  call  its  par,  which 
is  06  stivers  banco  for  a  ducat,  and  further 
reducing  5S  ounces,  of  standard  fpold,  as 
being  equal  to  459  ducats,  it  prodoocsa 
par  of  exchange  of  34/5  i  Flemish  fiv  s 
pound  sterling :    a  ducat  contains  at  the 
rate  of  *i5  i  carats  in  24. 

What  do  you  mean  by  the  par  of  gold 
at  Hamburgh  ?— I  mean  the  par  of  its 
value  in  banco^  which  is  not  fixed  by  law, 
and  which  in  fact  varies  dailyj  but  which 
is  called  9<l  stivers  banco  for  a  ducati 

In  ordinary  times,  has  not  coin  st  Hssi- 
burgfa  Ml  extrinsic  value  above  the  saaw 
weight  of  the  same  meud  ia  the  shape  ol 
bullion  ?— 'b  has  at  Hamborgh. 

Must  not  this  ejctrinsic  value  be  tabn 
into  acoount  estimatiog  tho  par  of  ex- 
change ?— No,  not  tbe  par,  io  my  epjnieB» 
upon  the  -pnaciple  which  1  have  autady 
eaplaiaed,  bat  it  may  aflect  the  coene  of 
exchange. 
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matter  of  no  interest  to  the  merchant  here 
ifrhftt  th^  Current  money  is  it  Hamburgh, 
•o  f^w  transactions  take  fflace  in  the  ictfr- 
reift  money. 

What  quantity  of  siWer  are  von  en- 
titled to  receive  from  the  bank*  for  any 
ghren  amount  of  bank  money  ? — Bank 
money  is  obtained  against  depositsof  silver 
in  b&rs>  at  the  rate  of  below  M.  B.  '27.  10 
per  mark  weight  of  47/48  purity;  and 
their- silver  returned  on  demand  against 
bwik'mone^  at  below  M.  B.  m.  12,  which 
difference  is  applied  to  the  charges  of  the 
establishment. 

'  Has  there  been  any  difference  wiihin 
Uie  last  few  years  in  the  intrinsic  value 
of  bank  money  ?-— Certainly  not  to  my 
knowledge. 

Are  tro  several  continental  coins  of  the 
surrounding  countries  for  which  the  bank 
money  is  exchangeable,  the  same  coins  in 
point  of  intrinsic  value  for  which  the  bank 
money  has  been  exchangeatde  for  some 
years  past,  and  is  the  agio  also  continued 
the  same  ? — I  am  not  aware  of  any  dif- 
ference in  the  intrinsic  value  of  the  cur- 
rent money,  of  course  if  any  chanse  had 
taken  place  in  the  intrinsic  value  of  coins 
for  which  the  bank  money  is  exchange- 
able, a  difitoence  would  have  been  made 
in  the  acio. 

To  what  do  yoo  ascribe  the  fall  of  ex* 
(Shange  between  London  and  Hamburgh, 
near  18  per  cent  ?«*Altogether  to  the 
.commercial  situation  of  this  country  with 
the  Continent,  to  the  circumstance  of  the 
imports  and  payments  of  subsidies,  he. 
having  very  much  exceeded  the  exports. 
Do  yoo  speak  of  the  last  two  years  ?— * 
Pirticuhrlv  of  the  last  year,  it  is  only 
within  the  lart  year  that  tne  exchange  has 
fallen  so  much. 

Bo  yon  judge  of  the  balance  of  trade 
having  t>een  against  this  country  in  the  last 
year,  from  the  state  of  the  exchange,  or 
froo  yoor  own  knowledge  of  the  excess 
of  the  imports  Above  the  exports  ?*-!  cer» 
taittly  judge  of  it  in  a  great  measure  bv 
the  state  of  the  exchange^  which,  slccoro* 
ing  to  my  apprehension  of  the  subject; 
esf  only  be  inHoencedby  the  balam<%  of 
trade ;  bm  this  is  strongly  corroborated 
by  thOM  eircemsinAces  wmch  fall  under 
the  general  observation  of  every  practical 
merchant* 

Stale  tho*  circumstances  npon  which 
you  found  yoor  conclusion,  that  in  the 
kstyear,  wiiile*tlie  exchange  has  been 
k^w,  there  lias  %eea  an  acteal  eoMeaa  nf 
imporu  above  the  exportSd«^ii.anetO" 
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rious  circumstance,  that  imports  from  se* 
veral  Quarters  have  been  most  enormous, 
while  the  exports,  owing  to  political  cir- 
cumstance^ have  been  very  much  check- 
ed. This  I  consider  to  receive  a  very 
strong  oroof  from  the  circumstance  of 
most  or  the  articles  imported  into  thii 
country  from  the  Continent,  being  here  at 
moderate  prices ;  such  at  least  as  will  af- 
ford no  profit,  or  very  small  profit,  to  the 
importer;  in  fact,  some  of  them  consi* 
derable  loss;  whilst  most  of  the  principaf 
articles  of  export  from  this  country  to  the 
Continent  command  prices  upon  the  Con- 
tinent from  50  to  200  and  300  per  cent, 
higher  than  the  prices  existing  here: 
which,  according  to  my  conception, 
clearly  proves  that  the  imports  have  been 
superabundant,  and  exports  very  ^noch 
curtailed. 

Do  you  mean  that  there  has  been  such  a 
difierence  between  the  invoice  prices  ?— 
I  am  speaking  of  the  result  of  any  com* 
mercial  adventure,  either  import  or  ex« 
port 

When  you  state  this  excess  of  import 
above  export,  do  you  mean  an  excess  of 
amount  to  the  prices  you  have  now  stated? 
-^I  mean,  that  upon  striking  a  balance  be- 
tween the  amounts  to  be  paid  and  the 
amounts  to  be'  received  in  this  country, 
that  balance  is  to  a  very  considerable 
amount  agudat  this  country.  It  is  to  l)e 
observed,  that  goods  imported  by  the  Bri- 
tish merchants  are  paid  immediately, 
while  the  returns  for  exports  are  slow,  and 
cannot  yet  (for  the  last  year)  have  pro- 
duced their  due  eflfeci  upon  the  £x« 
change:  the  imports  from  Uie  Baltic,  for 
instance,  are  of  very  considerable  ma^ni* 
tode,  and  it  is  known  that  the  export  trom 
hence  to  the  Baltic  in  goods  and  mer- 
chaoadiie  bears  bat  a  very  small  propor- 
tion to  them. 

Have  not  the  exports  to  the  Baltic  al- 
ways borne  a  very  small  proportion  to 
the  imports  from  thence?— Always  an  in-' 
ferior  propottion,  but  not  in  the  same  de« 
gree  as  at  present. 

Have  not  the  imports  from  the  Baltic  in 
the  year  009,  been  double  the  amount  of 
the  imports  from  the  Baltic  in  the  year 
1808  ?— I  should  think  considerably  more 
than  double  of  that  amount. 

Have  the  experts  to  the  Baltic  been 
larger  in  the  year  1809,  than  they  were 
in  Uie  year  1808  ?— IVobably  larger,  but 
not  considerably  so. 

Whether  importa  have  not  been  made 
from  the  diftrent  port8  of  the  Baltic  ia 
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foreign  ships«  in  the  course  of  the  last 
year  and  in  the  year  precediog,  with 
Tery  llule  difficulty  ?— With  very  little 
difficulty  indeed ;  a  circumstance  which 
inade  this  item  in  the  balance  of  trade 
particularly  heavy  against  this  country  is« 
tha(  tbe  whole  of  that  enormous  trade  has 
b^en  carried  on  in  foreign  ships>  which 
I^ve  been  engaged  at  yery  heavy  rates  of 
freight*  the  whole  of  which  freignts  must 
Jbe  remitted  out  of  the  country.  There  is 
another  instance^  one  amongst  many;  I 
mean  the  imports  of  wines  and  brandies 
/roin  France,  which  have  amounted  to 
very  considerable  sumsj  and  in  return  for 
which  no  merchandize  whatever  baa  been 
exported  from  this  country. 

You  have  stated,  that  the  freight  paid 
(o  those  foreign  ships  has  been  high ;  how 
iniich  per  cent,  in  your  opinion,  uppn  the 
articles  imported  from  the  Salticj  has 
been  paid  for  the  freight  upon  the  value 
of  those  articles? — ^I  conceive  that  the 
average  rate  of  freight  may  amount  to  50 
per  cent,  upon  the  original  cost  of  the 
goods. 

What  was  the  average  rate  of  freight 
vpon  the  original  cost  of  the  goods  also, 
when  they  were  imported  in  British  bot- 
toms P—f  cannot  answer  that  question  cor- 
rectly from  memory^  but  I  believe  from 
lOa'^^oa 

Have  not  the  aifficulties  of  exporting 
merphandiase  in  foreign  ships  to  the  Bal- 
tic been  much  greater  than  in  importing 
^oods  from  thence  ?— More  difficulty  has 
attached  to  the  admission  into  Russian 
ports  of  English  m^obandize,  than  to  the 
export  of  the  produce  of  the  country. 

tiave  the  great  imports  from  the  Baltic 
which  you  bave  described*  been  any 
portipn  of  tbem  in  payment  of  former 
debts  to  this  country  l^^Not  to  my  know* 
ledge. 

Have  they  been  in  any  degree  on  ac- 
count of  British  merchants  who  have  re- 
turned home  from  that  country,  and  who 
could  not  at  first  bring  home  .their  pro- 
perty ?— They  probably  may  in  some  de- 
gree>  but  that  is  a  circumstance  which  I 
have  no  means  of  ascertaining. 
.  Are  you  of  opinion  that  this  excess  of 
imports  from  the  Baltic  above  the  exports 
tiiither,  must  be  equalized  by  some  other 
branch  of  exports  in  the  general  trade  of 
this  country  ?-^The  imports  must  .be  paid 
fi)r,.and  therefore  of  ^purse  must  be  re- 
mitted out  of  the  country  in  some  shape. 

•Yon  have  ^ted,  that  within  the  last 
year  there  has  been  a  general  excess  of 
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iroptrts  above  tb«  esporta  $  io  srhat. 
ner»  and  wlthiii  what  period*  do  yo« 
ceive  that  this  «zca»  will  iilrimiifcpty  ba 
paid  for  by  this  coontry?^*By  tbm 
pprtatioD  of  bnilion  in  the  f  rat  plaee, 
ultimately  by  the  £U1  of  the  e: 
which*  when  the  buUiop  ia 
must  &11  to  a  rate  by  which  the  halanrr 
will  be  ultimately  eqaaliaed. 

Do.  you  conceive  that  there  has  beta 
already  an  exportation  (rfbullioD  in  pan 
discharge  of  that  debt  by  this  coimtrj  ? — 
Unquestionably. 

After  as  much  ^  bullion  shall  lMtv«  bcca 
exported  as  the  country  can  send  oot,  ia 
what  manner  will  the  fail  of  eirrhanga 
discharge  the  remainder  of  the  deba  ?— 
By  the  circumstance  of  the  ejcchaofs 
falling  low  enough  to  force  ex;poiia  and 
prevent  imports  of  merchandise*  by  wfakb 
the  balance  will  in  coone  of  tinac  be 
settled. 

To  what  point  mast  the  ewrh^nge  hSi 
before  this  exportation  is  forced  in  the 
manner  you  aescribe  ?— That  maftt  de- 
pend, as  I  conceive*  npen  the  arocwmr  of 
the  balance  to*be  settled. 

What  is  the  expence  of  trasiiportiag 
specie  from  this  country  to  Hamburgh  ?-^ 
I  have  not  sent  specie  myself*  so  I  aaa  net 
competent  to  answer  that  question. 

Do  you  conceive  it  to  be  aa  much  as  a 
charge  of  U  per  cent.  ?— No*  noi  18  per 
cent. 

How  much  less  ?««^I  really  must  decline 
answering  that  question,  as  1  am  not  ac- 
curately acquainted  with  it. 

From  what  other  ports  besides  the 
Baltic  has  there  within  the  last  two  yean 
been  an  excess  of  imports  above  th!e  ex- 
ports ?--«i  answered  thatqueation  partly 
just  now,  by  stating  that  wines  and  bian- 
dres  were  imported  from  France  to  a  con- 
siderable amount,  in  return  for  which  no 
goods  have  been  exported. 

Has  there  been  any  expcsa  ef  imports 
above  exports  from  the  North  of  Geiiaaoy 
or  Holland  ?— From  the  North  of  Germaaf 
decidedly*  I  should  think*  an  excess  v£ 
imports^  not  from  Holland*  though  the 
imports  froor  thence  have  been  krge; 
Holland*  ^nd  particularly  the  Ems*  bave 
been  the  principal  point  woughwkidltht 
exports  have  latterly  gone*    * 

Has  there  been  an  excess  of  exfiofti 
above  importe  .to  Holland?-^ I  mM 
think  there  baa. 

To  a  considerable  amount  i«— Ymi  ^  s 
considerable  amou]^ ;  bel  ohiifly  dtviag 
the  last  year. 
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VThtit  hitrt  the  esptumt  to  Hdllamd 
dtieflf  consisted  of  ?-*^oKmihi1'  prodace 
amd  BrKith  nmnuftctares. 

Hsvethe  prtcei  ofthfr  articles  exported 
to  fiolland  been  high  there  ?-«Very  high ; 
they  have  yielded  Tery  considerable  profit 
Am  high  a^  you  described  in  a  former 
ansi^^er,  with  respect  to  the  prices  of  otir 
roods  in  the  foreign  market  ^-^Yes  ;  I  re- 
fer to  that  answer. 

Has  the  excess  of  exports  to  Holland 
contribnti^  to  pay  for  the  excess  of  im- 
ports from  other  parts  of  the  world } — Un- 
^eationably. 

Can  you  state  nearly,  what  proportion 
the  excess  of  exports  to  Holland  bears  to 
the  excess  of  imports  from  other  parts  of 
the  world } — No,  I  cannot,  withoot  mnch 
minnte  examtnatton. 

Has  it  been  nearly  equal,  do  yon  think  ? 
—Decidedly  not,  I  shonid  say,  from  the 
state  of  the  exchange,  and  the  general 
circnmstances  I  have  stated  before. 

Do  you  know  whether  any  considerable 
export  of  eotfons  to  the  continent  has 
taken  place  daring  the  fast  two  years  ?•— 
Some  export  of  cotton  wool   has  taken 
place,  hot  has'  been  cheeked  6y  the  board 
of  trade  here,  who  tbousht  proper  to  stop 
H.     They  hare  changed  their  aetermina- 
tion  .with   respect  fo  that  article  two  or 
three  times  in  the  course  of  the  year,  by 
alternately*  prohibiting  and  permitting  it 
Hie  dHftrence  of  price  of  that  article  in 
this  country  and  the  continent  at  present 
is  enormous;   a  pound  of  Brazil  cotton 
■elling  here  for  2f.  is  worth  (St.  at  Amster- 
dam, and  8>.  at  Paris. 
Is  it  at  present  prohibitetl  ? — It  is. 
By  prohibition,  do  you  mean  diat  the 
council  refuse  licences  ? — ^They  do  rehise 
ncences. 

•  Are  you  of  opinion,  as  a  continental 
merchant,  that  any  considerable  export  of 
tUst  article  would  have  taken  place  in  ad- 
dition to  what  has  actually  been  exported 
within  the  last  year,  if  the  export  had  not 
been  oceasionally  interrupted?-^ Very 
considerable*  I  should  think. 

Can  yott  state,  for  about  how  much  of 
the  last  year  the  export  of  that  article  has 
been  intemipted  ?— I  can  eidy  state  it 
loosely  irom  memory ;  perhaps  about  half 
the  year. 
^  Aie  there  any  other  articles  of  which 
the  export  to  the  continent  has  been'  in- 
temiptad  ?•— Exceptins  bark,  I  am  not 
aware  ofany  article  of  merchandize;  but 
I  oaght  to  adtert  to  foreign  coin  and 
boIUon»  whicby  in  my  opinion^  it  weald 


iceaxxfi 

bate  been  wise  aad  expedient  to  aTlow^  to 
export  to  enemies  porta,  but  for  which  the 
board  of  trade  hate  persisted  in  refusing 
licences* 

•Has  the  export  of  colonial  produce  to 
the  continent  been  considerable  within 
the  last  year,  as  compared  with  the  former 
years  ?— It  has  certahily  increased  within 
the  last  year. 

Has  the  excess  of  imports*  above  exports; 
which  you  have  described  to  have  been 
the  general  state  of  trade  within  the  last 
year,  been  owng  in  any  degree  tO'  the 
export  being  less  free  than  you  conceive 
it  might  have  been  ?-«-Certainly,  in  some 
iaetances ;  and  particularly  at  this  tno^ 
ment  I  conceive  that  the  board  of  trade 
might  promote  an  increase  of  the  exports 
to  France. 

Proceed  to  etate  what  other  causes  yoa 
would  assign^  for  the  present*  low  state 
of  exchange  with  Hamburgh,  other  than 
that  excess  which  you  have  described  of 
the  imports  above  the  exports.—I  con- 
eeire  the  answer  which  I  have  given' upon 
the  subject  of  the  excess  of  imports  to  ap^ 
'piy  generally  to  aU  coniinenial  ex- 
changes ;  another  principal  cause  of  the 
low  rate  of  exchange  I  conceive  to  be  the 
stoppage  ef  the  American  trade,  owing  to 
the  restrictions  imposed  in  America,  by 
which  Americans  have  been  prevented 
from  carrying  their  own  produce,  and'  the 
produce  of  the  enemy's  colonies,  to  the 
continent  of  Europe,  which  would  have 
operated  upon  the  exchange  in  a  great 
measure  as  an  export  from  this  country, 
the  greater  part  of  the  returns  of  such 
Amerieai>  exports  to  the  continent  of 
Europe  consisting  of  goods  exported  frpm 
this  country  to  America. 

I  understand  you  to  mean  that  such  ab 
export  from  this  country  to  America 
would  have  equalized  the  excess  of  inr-. 
ports  into  this  coantrv  from  the  continent? 
—The  export  that  I  alluded  to  from  hend) 
to  America  would  have  been  paid  for  by 
lemittances  fVom  the  continent  arising 
out  of  the  proceeds  of -such  goods  as  the 
Americam  would  have  carried  there* 
which  of  course  would  have  created  a  d^ 
mand  for  hills  upon  England,  and  thereby 
keptim  die  exchange. 

And  shonid  net  we  in  the  same  mann^ 
have*  paid  for  oar  excess  of  imports  from 
the  continent,  oat  of  what  was  due  'to  thb 
country  from  America  in  consequence  of 
these  exports  ?-«^ndoubted]y. 

Is  it  your  opinion,  thereme,  that  the 
eAct  (N  a  long  continuance   of  those 
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^^mericaa  acU  would  be  to  render  as  un- 
abte  to  make  a»  large  an  importation  from 
the  continent  as  w^  have  latterly  done  ?— 
In  a  great  measttre^  during  a  certain  space 
of  timet  if  thpy  were  strictly  carried  into 
effect. 

Haye  you  any  other  causes  to  assign 
for  the  present  low  state  of  our  exchange 
with  the  continent  ?•— >I  recollect  no  other 
commercial  circumstance  sufficiently  ma- 
terial to  deserve  the  attention  of  tlie  Com- 
mittee«  but  the  continental  expenditure  of 
government  for  subsidies  to  foreign  powers^ 

Say  of  troops,  and  other  purposes*  has  no 
oubt  materially  affected  the  exchanges. 
Perhaps  I  should  add  in  reference  ^o  the 
last  two  or  three  years^  that  most  export 
articles  have  till  lately  ruled  (he  low  prices 
here,  owing  to  the  impediments  ohj  the 
continent ;  of  course  the  sum  payable  by 
foreigners  for  their  supplier  has  been  re- 
duced accordingly. 

,  What  is  the  present  course  of  exchange 
between  this  country  and  Amsterdam  ?— 
The  exchange  upon  Amsterdam  is  31 «.  64* 
flemish  for  a  poUnd  sterling. 

Is  that  bank  money  or  current  ? — Bank 
money. 

W)ia;  is  the  established  par  at  Amster- 
dam ?— I  am  not  aware  of  an  established 
par  at  any  foreign  place. 

What  do  merchants  call  the  established 
par  between  Great  Britain  and  Amster- 
dam ?-7-I  must  refer  to  m^  last  answer : 
the  par  of  exchange  is  ot  no  interest  to 
the  prac^cal  merchant ;  it  is  the  equality 
of  currencies;  if  HOs,  which  compose  a 
pound  sterling,  were  taken  new  from  the 
ipint  and  earned  10  Amsterdam,  and  there 
teduced  to  the  Dutch  standard*  and  coined 
into  guilders*  the.  amount  of  those  guilders 
.would  constittite  the  par  of  exchange. 

Do  not  you  meau  that  the  real  par,  of 
exchange  between  any  two  countries  is  an 
equal  weight  of  silver  of  the  same  fineness 
expressed  in  the  respective  denominatioA 
df  the  two  currencies?^«-Yes,  but  I  do  not 
know  that  it  ought  to  be  taken  rather  in 
iilver  thaningom. . 

Supposing  a  par  of  exchange  to  be 

fixed  as  between  two  currencses^  would  not 

that  par  of  exchange  be  altered  if  one  of 

^e  currencies    became   debased  ?-*The 

.^urse  of  exchange  certainly  would. 

Supposing  the  par  to  have  been  estab- 
Ibhed  between  Hamburgh  and  England* 
and  subsequently  to  that  time  that  the 
coin  of  either  country  became  debased* 
.  would  it  not  happen  that*  for  the  conve- 
nience of  commercial  calcolatioQ«  a  new 


?ar  woold  be  neminaUy  eslahliahed? — 
^he.OHlvcnience  of  ooinipcrcial  rniniU 
tion  does  not  require  the  eatablishmgm  of 
a  par  of  exchange »  the  intrioaic  par  or  rc^ 
lation  of  currencies  would  of  ooorae  vary 
according  to  such  debasement,  iMse  tiM 
e^cts  of  the  latter  would  become  ap* 
parent  in  the  course  of  exchange* 

What  is  the  present  course  of  exchange 
between  this  country  and  Paris?  At  di> 
iivres  for  a  pound  sterling. 

What  is  the  esublished  par?— The  pu 
of  exchange  upon  Paris  hat  alwaf  a  beea 
considered  toft>e  24  iivres*  I  believe  ;  thtt 
is  certainly  not  correct*  it  oogrht  to  bt 
nearer  Q5  than  24;  it  proceeda  apoas 
supposition  of  the  French  nalf-cioieii  betag 
equal  to  the  English  half-crown,  which  ii 
not  correct.  I  have  not  at  preaent  i^ 
means  of  establishing  the  comfMUiaoa  «f 
the  coins,  but  as  near  as  possible  I  ttnnk 
it  may  be  stated  at  something  about  i5 
Iivres. 

Since  you  became  acqnaioted  with 
the  trade  to  the  continaiil»  ere  yea 
aware  of  any  change  baring  taken  plaoa 
in  the  state  of  the  French  correocy* 
by  which  the  exchange  may  have  beea 
affected  ?— »None  whatever^  an  alteratiea 
has  taken  place  in  the  coinage,  irhich  is 
unconnected  with  the  exchange. 

What  chanffe  has  taken  place  in  tb» 
coinage  ?<— Geld  pieces  of  20  fimnca  have 
been  coined^  and  the  old  coin  wna  worth 
24  Iivres;  these  gold  llrreaare  c^ed  na» 
poleons. 

Has  any  chan^p  taken  plaoa  in  the 
weight  of  the  silver  min  f  i  fiftrtainlj 
there  baa  in  the  weight,  but  none  la  the 
relative  value ;  pieces  of  0  firaan  have 
been  coined. 

Arc  you  acquainted  with  the  prices  of 
gold  in  the  foreign  markets?— -X  caaaol 
state  them  accurately  from  memory. 

Can  you  state  whether  any  cfaaaae  or 
not  has  taken  place  in  the  price  of  gwd  in 
any  of  the  foreign  markeu  within  Ike  last 
year  ?— No  very  material  change^  that  I 
am  aware  of. 

What  is  the  present  price  of  bar  gold, 
of  our  standard  at  Hamborf^?'—!  can- 
not  state  it  from  memory,  but  I  can  refiei 
to  it. 

At  Hamburgh  and  Amsterdaoi,  is  the 
price  of  gold  bullion  nuoted  in  bankmo^ 
ney  ?— 'At  Hamburgh*  m  bank  nonay;  si 
Am^terd^m*  in  current  money. 

Do  you  know  whether  in  any  of  the 
foi:eign  markets  with  which  yoo-  are  ao« 
qaaintedf  Uiej:e  is  at  present  an  agio  opea 
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gold  M  «aa«iig«d  for  .  stWer  ?-*Tliftre 
g«Mraliy  is  in  all  the  foreign  marfctts* 

U  it  so  at  Paris  at  present  ?— I  cannot 
mi  present  state* 

Does  yoar  experience,  as  a  merchant 
dealing  in  fcraij^n  cxchaag^Sj  enable'  yoa 
to  give  an  opinion  whether  the  excess  of 

Sapcr  cnrrency  in  any  country  would 
ave  any  eliect  in  lowering  the  exchange 
of  that  country  with  others  ? — A  forced 
paper  currency*  certainly  would. 

The  question  ffoes  to  an  excess  of  paper 
currency^  whetoer  forced  or  not? — 
I  cannot  well  conceire  a  paper  currency 
being  permanently  excessire,  unless  it  m 
forced. 

.  But  in  the  case  of  a  paper  currency 
being  forced,  is  it  not  the  circumstance  of 
its  thereby  becoming  excessive,  and  not 
the  eircumstance  merely  of  its  being 
forced,  that  has  a  tendency  to  lower  the 
foreign  exchanges  ?— 1  conceive  it  in  the 
first  place  to  ansa  from  that  paper  being 
oxcessive,.  and  in  the  next  place  from  that 
paper  representing  no  real  value. 

Can  you  state  what  is  the  present  course 
•f  exchange  with  the  Umted  States  of 
America? — The  exchange  in  America 
upon  England  has  been  in  favour  of  Eng- 
land for  a  considerable  time ;  (there  is  no 
exchange  in  England  upon  America).  1 
do  not  know  what  it  has  been  very  re* 
«  €ently»  but  probably  it  is  lower,  per- 
haps below  par,  in  consequence  of  con* 
Merable  exports  having  lately  taken 
place  from  America ;  dunng  the  suspen- 
sion of  those  exports  the  exchange  of 
cpune*  was  in  favour  of  England.  I  would 
indeed  lay  some  stress  upon  this  circum- 
stsnce,  as  supporting  my  opinion  that  the 
exchanges  are  ittflqenced  by  commercial 
causes  only.  During  the  depreciation  of 
English  currency  on  the  continent  of 
Europe,  a  preroinm  was  paid  for  it  in 
America  in  hard  dollars.  Hie  United 
States  were  then,  in  a  great  measure, 
situated  with  respect  to  ^England,  as  Eng- 
land is  situated  with  respect  to  the  conti- 
nent of  Europe. 

When  speaking  of  the  exports  and  im- 
ports between  this  country  and  the  Baltic, 
did  you  take  into  your  connderation  the 

?ttantity  and  value  of  bullion  exported  ?<— 
^o;  I  only  alluded  to  the  relative  amount 
of  goods  or  merchandixe. 

Why  do  you  not  consider  bullion  as  an 
article  of  merchandise  ?--.-I  do  consider  it 
as  an  article  of  merchandise,  but  1  was 
endeavouring  first  to  state  the  difierence 
between  goods  imported  and  ei^orted. 


(ocexxs 


I  consider  the  exportation  of  bullion  to 
take  place  as  the  means  of  settling,  that 
balance;  that  difference. 
'  Do  you  conceive  that  an  excess  of  im- 
poru  above  exports  can  account  for  the 
rates  of  exchange  continuing  as  high  aa, 
1 6  per  cent  against  this  country  for  a  per* 
manent  period  of  time  ?«— I  certainly  think, 
so.  1  conceive  the  cause  of  the  present 
state  of  exchange  to  be  entirely  com- 
mercial, with  the  exception,  I  should  add, 
of  the  payments  which  government  havo 
had  occasion  to  ma)ce  upon  the  continent,' 
in  th^  shape  of  sub^ies,  the  payment  of 
troops,  he* 

As  the  par  of  exchange  between  two 
countrieis  is  computed  on  the  calculation 
of  the  value  of  the  respective  currencies,, 
do  you  not  conceive  that  the  rates  of  ex- 
change will  fluctuate  with  the  fluctuations 
in  the  intrinsic  value  of  the  currency  of 
either  country  ?-^^rtainly. 

Is  not  the  present  standard  gold  coin 
of  the  value  of  3/.  ITs.  10|d.  per  ounce  ? 
— Itia. 

Is  not  the  present  market  price  for  gold 
to  export  above  4L  lOs.  ?--I  believe  it  is 
4i.  lOf. 

As  the  receiving  a  part  of  the  remittance 
from  Lisbon  is  paid  in  paper,  and  occa- 
sions a  loss  in  the  exchange  of  about  D  per 
cent,  does  not  the  circumstance  of  our  re- 
ceiving bank  notes  in  payment  in  Lon- 
don alter  our  exchange  with  foreign  partt 
in  the  proportion  of  3/.  17«.  lOjc^  to  ik 
I0».  the  difierence  of  value  between  the 
two  ?<*In  Portugal,  bills  are  paid  one  half 
in  a  forced  government  paper,  which  lose^ 
a  regular  per  centage  compared  to  specie, 
in  all  internal  transactions.  In  England 
we  have  no  forced  paper,  no  diflerenoa 
is  made  in  favour  of  specie  in  internal 
transactionB;  and  the  high  price  of  buU 
lion  against  bank  notes  is  only  owing  t^ 
the  demand  for  exportation.  The  tw« 
cases,  therefore,  are  in  my  opinion  quiio 
dissimiter.  I  conceive  that  the  slate  of 
the  paper  currency  of  this  kin^om,  and 
the  state  of  the  esdranget  upon  foreign 
parts,  are  two  subjecu  almost  unconnecu 
ed,  and  that  have  but  very  little  infloenc* 
upon  each  other.  As  some  eorrohoratioft 
or  this  opinion,  I  bee  leave  to  adduce  tho 
two  following  foots,  from  which  it  appeMU 
that  at  two  several  periods,  the  exchango 
for  a  length  of  time  improved  in  fovour  of 
this  coimtry,  while  the  amount  of  bank 
notes, was  gradually  increasing :-»Early^ 
in  1797,  when  the  suspension  of  cash  payw 
mnu'took  plate,  tKe.  exchange   upon 
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to  dm  eomtrjr  a  bale  #f  ^cRMbit  whicli  te 
would  iiyvoioe  to  lift  coi^^etfioiidcot  na  lOQL 
i^  ho  cottl4  get  0old  in  payment ;  must  br 
not.  now  invoice  it  at  1 1 6^  ?*»I  refer  to 
my  former  answer. 

Do  I  gel  Jen  loreign  money  for  IQQ^ 
biU  drawn  epoD  Hanaurgk  tiuui  i  oaed  i* 
do  ?~Ye* 

If  I  send  a  bale  ef  goodi  thither,  do  I 
get  more  foreign  mosey  tbao  I  used  to  do* 
supposing  the  price  of  the  connodity  net 
?aned  ?--<Certain]y  not 

If  tben  the  jj^oods  fetch  the  aane,  sad 
the  bill  drawo  letches  lessforeigA  tnone?; 
19  it  not  the  case  that  gold  is  not  Tarnd  « 
to  itself,  but  as  to  paper  ?*—Tbe  fbreift 
moneywill  buyabilt  apon  this  c<iiii«ryM 
a  larger  amooot.  But  I  must  aigaia  n6f 
to  my  former  aaswer. 

Were  the  circuiation  of  thie  country  c«a- 
finedtogold  and  silver,  which  bylawii 
prohibited  to.be  exported,  w^oid  the  ex- 
changes hare  any  eiieet  or  tnllli«Bc«  oiere 
thsm  they  now  have,  the  payments  betag 
principally  made  tn  baak  notes  ?  _|  coa* 
eeive  it  would  prodace  no  diiibnmce  what- 
ever on  the  rate  of  exehailge,  supposing 
those  law9  completely  carried  into  efikl 

You  have  assigned  as  the  |yrindpai 
cause  of  the  rata  of  exchange,  the  bstasc^ 
of  trade  being  against  this  couwtfy  ;  da 
you  net  raUier  mean  Hie  bahtnce  df  par- 
ments  ^--^I  certainlv*  meant  the  balattceW 
payments,  having  before  adverted  to  the 
payments  of  Govemmeat  for  nihsidfes  asd 
other  purposes,  which  are  to  be  tafcen  ists 
the  general  account 

May  not  the  balance  of  trade  therefoiv 
be  in  our  favsor,  while  the  balance  of 

I  payments  remains  against  uft  ^— -The  bs> 
ance  of  paymenu  for  the  year  nay  be 
against  us,  while  the  general  expoits  ex- 
ceed the  imports.  Returns  are  now,  eves 
from  neiji^hbouring  quarters,  and  fin>m  dis- 
tant parts  of  the  vrorW  may  be,  drisyvd 
not  only  for  monHis;  but  for  yeai^ 

You  halre  assigned  as- a  cause  of  the  pre- 
sent low  vate  of  exchange,  the  suspemion 
of  the  American  trade  with  the  Cbntinent ; 
has  there  kiot,  within  the  year,  been  con- 
siderable  exports  tVom  America  toTWenin- 
gen,  and  other  parts  adjacent  ?^My  re- 
mark was  made  generally ;  but  to  render 
it  quite  correct,  I  certainly  ought  to  siy 
thepartial  stoppage  of  communication. 

mve  hot  those  supplies  to  the  Conti- 
nent  which  used  to  go  directly  fromAme* 
rica,  within  these  last  twelve  months  pto- 
eosded  from  this  country,  through  the 
medium  of  Heligoland ;  and  if  aq^  woeld 
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Hamburgh  was  about  S5/,and  the  amount 
of  bank  notes  in  eirculatien  about  1 1  mil- 
lions ;  the  exchange  gradually  rose  during 
n97  and  )798  to  38/i  and  ruled  between 
38/  .and  3^  till  July  1799,  thoogh  at  the 
same  time  the  amount  of  bank  notes  in- 
creases! to  13-1  millions  and  more:*^Again 
in  ]  800  and  i  )$0l,  when  the  exchange  felt 
nearly  to  its  present  rate,  via.  under  30/, 
the  amount  of  bank  notes  was  between  15 
and  16  millions;  the  latter  progressively 
advanced  to  1&  millions  and  more  in  i  802, 
3,  4,  and  5,  while  during  the  same  period 
the  exchange  rose  to  32/  in  1802,  5i/in 
1803^  36/  in  1804,  and  35/6  in  180a. 

if  a  bill  of  exchange  for  LOOi.  is  re- 
mitted to  me  from  Hamburgh,  what  do 
I  receive  for  payment?— -A  banl^note. 

If  my  correspondent  desires  to  have  gold' 
for  that  100/.  note,  how  am  I  to  ptocore* 
it? — ^Of  course  you  are  to  buy  it  at  the 
market  price,  as^  you  wouki  any  other 
commodity. 

And  then  reckoning  the  difference  to  be 
about  16  per  cent,  if  in  the  first  instatice 
the  foreigner  coold  receive  gold,  would  he 
not  giv^  16  per  cent,  more  in  exchange? 
— Yes,  nearly  so,  because  no  laws  can 
prevent  such  gold  from  being  exported. 
But  were  it  practicable  to  enforce  the 
existing-  prohibition  completely,  it  is  clear 
that  as  the  foreigner  could  not  g^t  his  lOOL 
in  gold  coin,  he  would  not  pay  the  ad-^ 
ditional  price  for  the  bill;  Guineas  in  that 
case  would  bear  no  superior  value  to  bank 
BStes>  and  exportable^  gold  would  sell  for 
M»  idfc  .against  guineas,  as  it  novr  does 
against  notes.  What  I  mean  ^o  prove  by 
this  is^  that  the  high  price  of  gold  should 
not  be  asoribed'to.  bank  notes,  batalt^ 
getfaer  to  the  foreign  demand. 

If  bank  paper  and  gold  exrhanged  even, 
would  not  the  currency  to  the  foreigner 
af  about  vixteen  per.  cent,  be  the  sup. 
yoeed  difference  between  the  bank  note 
and  the  bullion  ta  be  purchased  ?-— I  do 
not  clearly  undentand  this  <|^aestian.  But 
Hie  low  exchange  in  Vny  opinfon  does  not 
arise  from  our  leceiviag  bank  notes  in  pay- 
ment far  bills;  the  specie  of  the  country 
ii  exhamled  by  our  mceign  balaneei  and 
would  not  be  mote  abundant^  (at  least  in 
no  degCBft  worth  mentioning);  if  -bank 
natea  were  not  in  existence*  Whatever 
HMans  might  in^that  ease  her  devised  to  an- 
•wer  the  purpoaca  of  trade  and  circulation, 
m»Ul  and  siAvar  vrouM  remain  equally  dear ; 
ihnt  dearneaa,  therefor^  cannot  be  filled 
n^seoui  an  bank  notas. 

If  a  marehenft  in  .Hamburgh  sends  oaer 
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Uw  cirovlation  are  of  coone  eonfiacd  to  • 
certain  aoio ;  whatever  pvaportion  of  that 
mat  it  ioTested  by  the  Bank  in  goTera* 
ment  aecanties,  will  dimioiah  io  the  mom 
proportion  the  calls  of  the  public  upon  the 
Bank  for  discoonta ;  the  amount  of  aote% 
iherelore  in  circalation»  will  remain  the 
same.  The  point  whore,  in  my  opinion, 
the  Bank  oaght  to  stop  in  such  purchasea 
oi'  government  secmities,  is  when  good  re« 
sponsible  bills  are  no  longer  sent  into  tho 
Bank  by  the  public* for  discount;  ihul 
conceive  to  be  a  certain  sign  of  the  wanta 
of  circulation  being  fully  supplied,  and 
any  aobsequent  issue  becomesi  in  my  opi« 
nioo,  an  excess  of  paper  currency. 

Suppose  an  advance  to  be  made.opon 
p^oods  that  may  be  pledged  with  the  Bank 
instead  of  bills^  would  that,  in  your  opi» 
nion«  create  an  excess  of  circulation  ?«»I 
conceive  it  to  be  highly  proper  that  iho 
securities  discounted  bv  the  Bank  should 
be  payable  at  short  and  fixed  periods. 

Do  you  conceive  that  all  that  would  be 
requisite  to  prevent  a  depreciation  of  paper 
currency  in  any  country  would  'be«  that 
such  paper  should  in  no  instance  be  issued 
but  as  the  representative  of  a  good  secu- 
rity, payable  at  a  fixed  period  ^^^I  answer 
that  in  the  affirmative  csrtainly. 

Do  you  conceive  thai  there  exists  th« 
same  security  for  the  public  against  the 
inconvenience  of  an  excess  of  eironlation 
when  the  pavmenu  in  cash  at  the  Bank 
are  suspended^  as  when  the  Bank  was  at 
liberty  aod  under  obligation  to  aaln  ils 
payments  in  cash  ?— 1  conceive  so,  if  the 
Baink  strictly  adhere  to  the  wstem  of  die* 
counting  no  bills  but  of  undoubted  solidity, 
and  government  securHies;  the  latter 
with  due  moderation,  and  the  caatiQH 
pointed  out  before. 

Are  you  aware  of  the  practice  that  pie* 
vails  among  country  bankers^  with  respect 
to  discounts  and  adtvances  in  their  paper  ? 
*-I  partly  am. 

What  is  that  practice  ?— The  country 
banks  are  in  the  practice  I  believe  of 
issuing  notes  upon  the  security  of  goods, 
houses,  and  lands,  in  addition  to  the  ordi* 
nary  discoont  of  hills  of  exchange. 

Of  eoune  the  security  upon  umich  thoau 
advances  are  made,  is  noi  convertible  at 
any  fixed  period  ?— I  believe  not. 

Ba  yon  conceive  that  from  this  praotice 
of  the  country  banks,  an  enceanve  circu« 
latioo  may  ansa  ?-*-I  am  inclined  tothsbk 
that  the  system  of  connftry  banking  haa 
been  carried  too  £ir  in  this  lespect. 
•  Aaa  yo<i  of  opinian  thai  if  the  country 


•ot  such  exports  produce  the  same  effect 
«paa  the  exchange  aa  if  they  had  gone 
froiM  America ;— A  considerable  trade  has, 
DO  doubt,  been  carried  on  through  Heli* 
Roland,  but  only  very  partially  consisting 
lo  nrticles  derived  from  America. 

Sofiposing  the  metallic  currency  of  any 
coontiy  should,  from  any  cause,  beconie 
oxccaaive,  and  the  means  of  exporting 
bullion  or  specie  from  that  country,  should 
at  the  same  time  be  efiectually  obstructed, 
do  you  conceive  that  such  a  state  of  things 
would  tend  to  create  a  course  of  exchange 
unAkvourable  to  the  country  so  circum- 
atanoed  ?--«That  surplus  of  currency  would, 
in  my  opinion,  certainly  tend  to  enhance 
the  price  of  all  oommoditie!t,  sind  to  depre- 
ciate the  exchange.    But  1  do  not  cxm- 
ceivo  this  to  be  applicalile  to  the  Bank 
paper  onrreney  or  this  kingdom,  which, 
Ikaai  its  nature,  and  from  the  manner  in 
which  it  ought  to  be,  and  I  believe  is 
issued,  can  scarcely,  in  my  opinion,  be 
carried  to  an  excess:   it  is  only  calM 
forth  by  the  real  wants  of  trade  and  cir* 
eolation,  and  is  always  represented  by  a 
nakiab^e  consideration.    I  conceive,  that 
aa  long  as  bills  of  undoubted  solidity  are 
sent  into  the  Bank  for  discount,  the  Bank 
are  folly  justified  in  issuing  their  notes 
-against  those  Inlla,  without  any  fear  of  the 
amount  of  th^eir  enrrency   becoming  ex* 
cessive.    The  increase  in  the  amount  of 
bank  notea  in  circulation  within  these  few 
years,  is,  in  my  opinion,  accounted  for,  in 
the  fifvt  place,  by  the  increased  commerce 
of  the  country,  and  in  the  next  place  by 
the  increase  of  the  public  debt  and  the 
oonsequenc  taxation,  which  has  the  effect 
of  enhancing  the  prices  of  all  commo- 
dilies;  and  the  amount  of  currency  re* 
9uned  for  the  |>urpose  of  focilitaUng  the 
esohange    of   those  commodities,  or  in 
other  .words,  for  trade  and  circnlation, 
must  natonilly  increase  in  the  same  pro* 
portion. 

When  you  say '«  enhance  the  price  of 
all  commodities,''  do  you  include  foreign 
bills  of  exchange  among  those  commo- 
dities?—Certaimy  not;  1  am  now  allod* 
i^f  to  the  internal  concerns  of  the  king- 
dan,  which  i  conceive  to  be  altogether 
diitiactfrom  its  foreign  trade. 

Do  you  then  conceive^  that  to  whatever 
extent  the  Bank  affords  facility  of  dis- 
count, either  to  the  Government  or  to  in- 
dividoala,  provided  the  security  be  good, 
sad  payable  at  fixed  dates,  that  no  excess 
of  circolatsaa  in  hon^  V^P^^  can  possibly 
take  place  ?^.  conceive  that  the.  wunts  of 
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bankers  confine  their  advances  within  the 
aame  limits  as  to  the  description  of  security 
which  prevails  in  the  Bank  of  England, 
that  the  accommodation  afiPorded  by  them 
to  the  public  could  not  lead  to  any  excess 
in  the  circulation  ?— -I  believe  not ;  I 
think  the  same  principle  will  apply  to  tlie 
country  banks  that  I  applied  to  the  Bank 
.  of  EQglandl 

Then  assuming  there  to  be  some  excess 
in  the  circulation,  the  cause  to  which  you 
would  ascribe  it  is  this  practice  of  the 
country  banks  ?— I  am  inclined  to  think  so. 
Is  it  your  opinion  that  there  is  now^  or 
has  been  at  any  time,  such  excess  in  the 
circulation  ?-^I  believe  at  some  periods 
certttnly  too  much  facility  has  been  shewn 
by  the  country  banks  in  the  issuing  their 
paper. 

'Do  you  think  that  inconvenience  exists, 
or  has  existed,  within  the  last  six  months  ? 
•—I  should  think  it  has,  and  now  does  in 
some  degree. 

March  2,IS10. 

Francis  Horner,  Esq.  in  the  Chair. 

Mr.  ,  a  Continental  Merchant, 

called  in,  and  examined. 

Are  you  acquainted  with  the  subject  of 
the  exchange  between  this  country  and 
Hamburgh  ?^  am,  and  witli  other  forei^ 
countries. 

What  is  the  present  rate  of  exchange 
between  this  country  and  Hamburgh  ?— 
The  rate  of  exchange  from  this  country 
on  Hamburgh  has  varied  lately ;  the  last 
post  it  was  ouoted  at  about  29,  which  means 
30s.  Flemisn  for  l/.  sterling. 

Is  the  shilling  Flemish,  or  the  stiver,  a 
real  coin  ?— The  shilling  Flemish  is  not  a 
coin  no  more  than  the  banco  marc,  which 
banco  represents  a  certain  weight  of  sil- 
ver. A  shilling  Flemish  means  six  stivers 
banco  of  Hamburgh,  and  sixteen  stivers 
banco  are  one  marc  banco.  In  the  actual 
currency  too,  sixteen  stivers  are  equal  to 
one  marc. 

Then  does  the  banco  tnarc  represent  a 
fixed  quantity  of  silver  of  a  fixed  fineness  ? 
•—Yes;  for  27  marcs  1*2  stivers  banco, 
you  get  one  marc  of  Cologne  weight  of 
silver,  perfectly  fine,  without  any  alloy; 
that  is,  for  one  banco  marc,  you  get 
I^At  g<^>n.  CoL  of  such  silver. 

Can  you  compare  the  marc  Cologne 
with  English  weight? — Sixty -five  ounces 
of  English  standard  silver  contain  eight 
marcs  of  Cologne  fine  silver. 

What  do  yon  state  to  be  the  real  par  of 
cicbange  firom  England  on  Hambnrgh  im^ 


1  first  wish  to  state  my  gemsral  idea  ef  a 
par  of  exchange ;  It  is  the  ez|ireHi(QD  ia 
the  coins  or  denominations  of  the  two  cor- 
rencies  which  are  oompared*  of  an  eqvil 
weight  (if  silver  of  the  same  fiaeneca.  I 
have  no  idea  how  a  par  can  be  asoer* 
tained  without  the  precioos  metals  being 
the  foundation,  lliis  Hamfoargh  car* 
rency  is  founded  on  silver,  and  the  Britiih 
currency  is  principally  foanded  on  gold ; 
the  par  of  exchange  cannot  therefore  bs 
ascertsined  without  fixing  a  relatiTe  voisf 
between  these  two  metals. 

If  the  relative  value  of  these  two  netsb 
in  the  bullion  market  be  known,  and  bt 
the  same  in  two  countries,  may  not  tk 
par  of  exchange  be  ascertained  betwea 
those  two  countries,  although  tbe  cuiieuty 
of  the  one  be  gold,  and  thai  of  tlie  other 
silver? — Yes,  provided  the  esLportatioB 
and  importation  of  gold  and  aalTcr  be  per» 
fectly  free. 

Between  two  sach  countries*  does  not 
the  par  of  exchange  vary  with  the  varia- 
tions in  the  relative  value  of  the  two  pre>- 
cions  metals  ?^— Yes;  the  par  will  vary  tf 
the  relative  vahie  of  the  two  roetmla  rarie^ 

And  if  the  relative  value  of  tbe  two  pre* 
cioos  metals  varies  tmequally  in  the  two 
countries  at  the  same  time,  must  not  that 
inequality  be  likewise  taken  into  the  csJ* 
culation  m  ascertaining  the  par  ?«— Ycs»  it 
must. 

State  in  what  manner  yon  ^ply  then 
general  ideas  to  the  statement  oif  the  par 
of  exchange  as  between  England  and 
Hamburgh  .—Taking  gold  at  the  ooioage 

Erice  ok  3/.  17s.  iOfd,  and  taking  it  at 
[amburgh  at  what  we  call  its  par*  which 
is  96  stivers  banco  for  a  ducal,  and  fiirther 
reducing  55  ounces  ot  standard  gold,  as 
being  equal  to  459  ducats,  it  prodaoea  a 
par  of  exchange  of  34/S|  Flemish  tor  a 
pound  sterling :  a  ducat  contains  at  the 
rate  of  125 1  carats  in  24. 

What  do  you  mean  by  the  par  of  gold 
at  Hamburgh  ?— I  mean  the  par  of  its 
vake  in  banco,  which  is  not  fixed  by  Uw, 
and  which  in  fact  varies  daily»  bat  which 
is  called  99  stivers  banco  for  a  dncaL 

In  ordinary  times,  lias  not  coin  at 
burgh  an  extrinsic  value  above  Ihs 
weight  of  the  same  metal  in  the  abape  of 
bullioo  ?«-It  has  at  Hamborgh, 

Must  not  this  extrinsic  valae  be  taktm 
into  account  estimatisg  the  par  of  es» 
change  ?«— No,  not  the  phr,  in  ny  omaaoo* 
upon  tbe  prmcipie  which  I  have  already 
esDiainedi  bat  it  may  affect  the  coaraa  of 
exchange* 
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If  the  golnea  were  reduced  a  penny- 
"vreight,  would  it  not  alter  tlie  par  of  ex- 
change ?—*¥€»,  certainly. 

You  have  stated  the  present  course  of 
exchange  from  England  upon  Hamburgh 
to  he  '29  or  thereabouts,  now  much  does 
thia  difter  per  cent,  from  the  par  you 
litave  mentioned  ?-*About  15  per  cent. 

What  is  the  present  course  of  exchange 
of  Hamburgh  upon  London  ?«-About  28. 

Whai.  is  the  cause  of  this  difierence  be- 
tween th^  course  from  Hamburgh  upon 
London,  and  that  from  London  upon 
Hamburgh  ?— The  major  pact  of  the  ex- 
change operatioqi  between  Hamburgh 
and  London  being  carried  on  at  Ham- 
burgh the  course  of  exchange  is  principally 
fixed  there,  and  receive*  its  first  impulse 
;it  Hamburgh;  the  course  from  London 
upon  Hamburgh  is  regulated  in  a  great 
measure  by  that  from  Hambwgh  upon 
London  :  thus,  when  there  are  more  bills 
than  required  for  actual  payments,  user- 
chants  employ  their  capital  partly  in  per- 
chasiiig  of  surplus  i) ills,  and  sending  them 
to  London  to  get  returi>s;  they  have, 
therefore,  to  take  into  tlieir  calculation  the 
amount  of  interest  on  the  bills  so  sent,  as 
well  as  on  those  received  in  return,  toge^ 
iher  with  two  brokerages  and  a  commis- 
sion to  the  London  merchant,  which,  at 
the  rate  of  5  per  cent,  interest,  without 
any  other  profit,  amounts  to  a  di0erence 
of  aboot  is.  Flemish  in  the  pound , sterling. 
When  the  difficulties  of  communicatioo 
are  greater,  and  the  penal  restrictions  in« 
crease  the  dangerrand  difficulties  of  such 
transactions,  an  additional  advantage  is 
required  by  the  curtailed  number  of  ad- 
venturers going  into  such  transactions; 
and  thus,  when  those  difficulties  existed 
to  the  greatest  extent,  the  difierence  of 
exchange  was  fiill  2ff.  Flemish. 

Do  not  transactions  of  the  same  sort  in 
the  purchase  of  the  surplus  bills  take 
place  upon  the  London  exchange  ?— Yes, 
but  not  to  half  the  amount  they  do  at 
Hamburgh. 

What  does  the  current  money  of  Ham- 
burgh consist  of  ?-^The  coins  in  use  to  the 
greatest  extent  are  the  currency  of  all  the 
surrounding  states,  such  as  Denmark, 
Hanover,  iRmssia,  Saxony;  in  fact  all  the 
neifffabourbood. 

Are  English  guineas  current  there?— 
No,  not  current* 

What  is  the  reason  why  English  guineas 
do  not  form  a  part  ef  the  Hamburgh  cur- 
rencj^  like  the  coins  of  other  neighbour- 
iag  countries? — ^The    reitrictioiy  which 

Tou  Vfiu^^Afpendis. 


are  imposed  upon  the  exportation  of  coin 
from  this  country  do  not  exist  in  the  States 
just  now  alluded  to.  Guineas  are  only 
exported  when  the  intrinsic  quantity  of 
gold  they  contain  make  it  worth  while  to 
melt  them,  and  at  a  period  when  the  rate 
of  exchange  is  so  much  below  par  as  to 
,  afford  a  considerable  premium  for  so  dan- 
gerous an  undertaking,  and  when  it  can- 
not  be  worth  any  body's  while  to  specu- 
late in  the  purchase  of  them  there,  to  re* 
turn  to  England  at  a  distant  period,  when 
the  exchange  must  have  risen  so  very  con- 
siderably as  to  make  it  worth  their  while 
to  return  them. 

If  English  guineas  were  freely  exported, 
so  as  to  become  current  at  Hamburgh,  is 
it  your  opinion  that  the  same  temptation 
would  exist  to  the  melting  of  themr-^No, 
not  in  my  opinion,  because  the  rate  of  ex- 
change could  then  never  be  much  below 
par,  and  the  prospect  of  selling  them  at  a 
short  period  again  above  par  would  induce 
people  to  keep  them  in  their  original 
state. 

If  under  a  system  of  free  exportation, 
mueas  were  at  any  time  sent  out  from 
England  to  restore  an  unfavourable  ex- 
change with  Hamburgh,  occasioned  by 
the  balance  of  payments,  is  it  likely  that 
,  the  same  gMineas  would  upon  exchange 
being  restored,  find  their  way  back  to 
England '?*-«Yaa;  and  more  particularly, 
so  u  in  this  country  a  moderate  seigniory 
were  pot  upon  the  coin;  for  instance,  in 
Holland,  where  they  coin  millions  of 
ducats,  the  more  that  goes  out  the  better 
is  their  government  pleased,  because  they 
make  so  much  the  more  profit;  in  conse- 
quence of  which,  the  Dutch  dOcat  has  be-  . 
come  the  most  universal  coin  all  over  the 
Continent. 

Is  not  that  gam  to  the  government,  and 
loss  to.  the  public,  in  the  degree  that  the 
seiffnionige  is  paid  ?-*Not  to  the  people 
of  Holland,  in  as  far  as  it  is  principally 
paid  by  foreign  nations;  it  exists  equally 
upon  every  coin. 

Has  not  a  larse  quantity  of  circulating 
specie  a  power^  tendency; to  stead}r  the 
coulee  of .  ekchange  ?^.^-Yss^  certaialy, 
when  its  importation  antf;  exportation  is 
not  prohibited,  and  as  forming  the  only 
basis  that  regulates  the  par  of  exchange. 

Is  not  then  any  country,  whose  chief 
ciffColation  is  in  paper,  likely  to  expe* 
rience  great  fluctuations  in  the  course  of 
exchange  with  other  nHtions?«— When  that 
paper  is  not  convertible  into  cash,  it  pnly 
represents,  in  my  opinion*  an  ideal  and 
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not  a  real  value,  subject  to  public  opinion, , 
and  consequently  liable  to  the  very  great 
,  fluctuations  vvhich  public    opinions  art 
8ubje(:t  to. 

Does  the  current  money  of  Hamburgk 
^consist  cbiefly  of  silver  or  goW  ?— Prin- 
cipally 6f  silver. 

Does  the  currency  of  Hamburgh  consist 
tn  any  degree  of  paper  ? — No,  with  one 
exception  ;  the  bank  of  Altona  issues 
some  notes,  payable  on  demand,  which 
are  convertible  at  all  times  into  what  they 
represent. 

Are  they  for  small  or  large  sums? — I 
think  the  lowest  one  of  the  value  of  two 
-guineas 

Do  those  notes  appear  in  large  of  in 
small  payments  at  Hambureh  ? — ^I'hey 
are  not  much  made  use  of  at  nambqreh, 
but  are  meant  more  as  an  accommociation 
to  the  transactions  in  Holstein. 

Is  there  not  an  agio  at  Hamburgh  for 
banco  above  the  current  money  r-r-Not 
according  to  my  ideas;  but  on  the  con- 
trary, it  is  the  different  current  coins  that 
bear  an  inferior  value  to  the  bank  money, 
and  which  vary  dail^;  every  thipg  ther^ 
beiiig  valued  accprding  to  Dank  moDey, 
or  a  certain  weight  of  fine  silver, 

Coqid  you,  by  depositing  a  hundred 
pound  weight  of  fine  silver  in  the  bank  of 
Hamburg,  purchase  such  9  credit  in  the 
Bank  as  would  enable  you  at  pleasure  to 
take  out  an  equal  quantity  of  fine  silver  ? 
— If  tfa^  deposit  16  made  in  the  oh)  specie 
dolhrs,  upon  which  the  Bank  of  Hanx- 
burgh  was  fopnded  about  two  centuries 
ago,  the  dilftrence  would  npt  amount  to 
above  one  per  mil;  a9  this  coin  has  in  a 
great  measure  disappeared,  the  principle 
of  the  Bank  is  now  carried  on  more  upon 
pilver  in  bars  of  a  great  degree  of  fineness'; 
Ihe  expence  9^' refining,  therefore,  being 
taken  into  the*)  eatcoli^tion,  the  difl^repre 
'«t  present  between  ftuch  bars  bein^  given 
^in  or  taken  out  of  the  Bank,  aQiounts  to 
nearly  one-half  per  cent,  lo  defray  their 
expepces ;  thus  the  Bank  invariably  gives 
credit  for  a  marc  weight  of'  fine  silver  a< 
Tt  marcs  10  stivers  banco ;  aqd  if  taken 
'^t,  tker  vakre^t  at  27  marcs  and  1  ^.stivers. 

You  nave  stated,  that  while  the  vahie 
of  banco  money  remains  qu'rte  fixed,  the 
value  of  all  the  circulating  coins  relatively 
to  banco  fluctuates ;  what  are  the  circum- 
stances to  which  that  fluctuation  is  owing? 
— Partly  an  increased  demand,  arising 
irom  a  variety  of  causes,  and  further,  the 
state  of  the  trade  between  the  respective 
col^ltries  whose  coins  you  aliode  to ;  for 


example,  if  the  Maiiee  of  trado  b«ti 
Hamburgh  and  any  Af  the  aeigtibottrmf 
states,  from  any  sodden  caosas,  ahosld  be 
very  unfavourable  to  a  great  extent  aigaiaA 
such  state,  their  coin  will  at  Hamtfurgl 
fetch  no  more  than  vrhat  it  will  procioc* 
IB  fine  silver  when  melted  flown. 

Do  yo!|  mean,  that  under  certain  ctr- 
eumstances  of  trade,  the  banco  ▼aloe  <d 
silver  coins  at  Hamburgh  may  be  so  af- 
fected, that  yo!)  win  for  a  certain  qoaa- 
tity  of  such  coins,  get  credit  in  the  Bank 
for  more  or  less  than  the  actoal  qmntity 
of  fine  silver  contained  in  that  qaaRlity  of 
those  coins  ?— >The  bank  of  Hambargli  re- 
ceives no  coins  but  a  certain  specie  oi'dof* 
lars  before  allnded  to,  and  bars  of  silver  of 
15  k>t.  Id  gran,  per  marc  fine,  which  a 
]5|  in  10  parts;  the  hpldess  of  socb  coias 
therefote,  if  the^  require  to  conrert  then 
into  banco,  mint  themsehrea  get  ttiem  re* 
fined  to  the  necessary  standara  in  ban. 

Is  silver  of  the  fineness  required,  when 
received  by  the  Bhnk,  always  entered  is 
the  credit  of  the  bringer,  at  the  same  b»ice 
Tahief-^Yes;  this,  banco  vahie  represents 
nothing  but  a  certain  weight  of  fine  silver. 

Is  the  account  kept  by  the  Bank  in  the 
nature  of  a  stock  account«or  a  cash  ac- 
count r — The  nature  of  tho  Bank  n  s 
simple  deposit  of  fine  silver,  transferals 
firom  one  person's  account  to  another. 

Does  the  banljp  at  Hamburgh  receire 
gold  in  the  same  noanner? — No,  nor  does 
it  even  advance  money  upon  a  <iepoait  oC 
gold  ;  beiog  liabie  to  be  called  upon  for 
Silver  and  nothing  else,  they  might  thm 
not  be  able  to  fqifii  their  engageoients. 
Upon  Spanish  dollars  they  advance  s 
moderate  smn,  on  the  priBcipla  that  they 
can  reduce  then)  to  that  which  they  wat 
liable  to  be  caHed  upon  for. 

pBA>*cis  HoBKfia,  Bsq.  in  the  Chair. 

Ma,     »■  ■       ■,  a  Continsi^tal  JUerchaot 
again  called  in,  and  exanmad. 

Have  yon  ever  known  the  exchange  to 
foil  to  the  extent  of  t^to  t5  percent  in 
any  part  o£  Europe  in  which  it  was  com- 
puted in  coin  containing  a  ^xed  quantity 
of  gold  or  "Silver,  or  in  paper  or  hai^ 
money  exchanged  at  a  fizeo  agio  eitba 
for  such  goiti  orsiher  coin,  or  for  goW  or 
silver  Bullion  gf  a  definite  amountr — 1h^ 
never,  except  in  countrfiss  where  the  ex* 
port  of  their  cuiTcncy  has  been  eflhctoaHy 
prohibited  ;  such  as  dwedeti. 

Is  it  to  Sweden  onl;  th^  700  rcftr  in 
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maUiig  ihil  6SC«^tioll^— I  do  aol  jMl 
laofv  i^oUtci  toy  other  coootry  wber« 
pap«r  r«i4ii4  upoA  Ibt  fouadaiMm  of  €«lii« 
%be  kMcr.  it  offoomally  pro?eiiie4  from 
lieing  eiponed. 

Hoor  ii  that  probibiiioB  made  tffi'Ctaal 
in  Swod«iif-«0y  the  Bank  ael  iwuing 
s^teio  to  any  amoMft  wke»  ibt  oacbanga 
Is  depreciated. 

What  is  the  ectjSQl  to  wkicb  yoy  con- 
coiye  that  the  exchange  it  capable  of 
IklUng  w  any  ceaatry  in  Europe  at  tbe 
pr«aerittiae,sopposiag  it  to  be  computed 
bft  eoin  of  »  definite  ▼atuei  or  ki  something 
donverlible  ioio»defiiite  qimntity  of  goW 
•r  Sliver  bullion  )-^lk%  cbaraa  of  iraos* 
povting  ity  together  with  an  adetpiate  pro- 
fit-m  pvoportien  to  thd  risk  the  transmittiiig 
sucbapeeie  is  liable  to,  would  be  the  ea« 
leai  of  the  iloetuatioQ. 

Can  you  state  h^w  much  per  cenk  may 
be  the  present  mipence  and  rish  of  trans- 
porting gold  from  London  to  Amsterdam 
•r  Hamburgh,  or  any  other,  principal 
places  of  trade  on  the  continent  ?—Inde» 
pendent  of  the  pMftiium  of  insurance^  it 
would  be  from!  14  lo  2  per  cent,  from 
London  to  Hamburgh. 

What^de  you  conceiee  to  be  the  amount 
of  the  risk? — ^The  risk  is  so  very  variabh: 
from  day  to  day»  that  it  is  impossible  for 
me  to  state  any  fixed  premium. 

What  do  you  eoncet ve  to  have  been  the 
average  risk  for  the  last  fifteen  months  ?^- 
Aboot  4  per  cent 

Do  you  not  then  coactive,  that  such  faU 
of  our  exehnnge  as  has  exceeded  the  sum 
necessary  to  oamnensaie  for  the  expence 
of  transporting  gold  and  silver  in  the  last 
fiibseu  nontbs»  most  be  refenred  to  the  cir- 
eaowtance  of  the  existence  of  »  paper  cur- 
rency net  convertible  into  speoie  ?^>Yes, 
certainly. 

Do  yon  conceive  theq»  that  out  ef  the 
15  or  90  per  cent,  which  tbe  English  eir- 
changehaa  fUlen  in  the  last  fifteen  months, 
the  larger  proportion  of  from  10  to  h2  or 
.13  per  cent,  may  be  referable  to  the  cir- 
camstances  of  oor  paper  currency  not 
hetng  convertibie  to  cash?— I  am  clearly 
ef  tMt  opinion. 

Do  yoo  then  consider  our  pa|»er  ae  de- 
preciated 10  to  13  per  eent»  in  conse- 
qoanoe  ef  il»  non*ooiivertibility  into  cash? 
— «As  I  valne  every  thing  by  ballioa,  I 
esnoaivc  the  paper  currency  of  this  coun- 
try to  be  deprsaated  to  tbe  fbU  extent  of 
the  15  to  20  per  cent. ;  or  rather,  the  dil- 
ftrence  in  this  <fonntry  belwee»  the  price 
ef  bullion  and*  the  rate  bf  ufaich  .the;  coin 
is  issued  from  the  Mint. 


Do  vou  ooneetve  the  balance  of  trade 
with  the  continent  of  Europe  to  be  now 
for  or  against  this  country  ?— I  coilceire  it 
to  be  considerably  in  favour  of  this  coon* 
try»  though  net  to  the  extent  as  generally 
stated  in  figures*  those  figures  representing 
in  my  miind  only  about  80  per  cent,  of 
their  nominal  value. 

What  do  you  mean  by  stating  that4he 
balance  ia  noise  favourable  at  is  gMierally 
represented  in  fignrest  those  figures  being 
only  80  per  c^bi.  of  their  nomiual  value? 
— »As  I  valae  paper  by  the  quantity  of 
bullion  it-  will  obtain^  and  as  it  will  not 
obtain  above  80  per  cent,  of  that  which  is 
represented  upon  the  face  of  it,  I  conceive 
the  balance  to  be  diminished  in  an  equal 
pronoriion. 

Will  not  tbe  same  observation  apply  to 
tbe  imports?—- Yes:  and  iherefi>re  I  do 
not  state  it  upon  both,  but  only  upon  the 
balance. 

Supposing  tbe  Bank  had  ibr  tb^  last  ££. 
toen  months  paid  in  cash,  and  that  guineas 
had  been  in  general  cifcolattion,  might  not 
an  unfavourable  balance  of  trade  have 
caused  a  fall  in  the  exchange,  to  the  ex* 
tent  of  5  or  0  per  cent.  ?— Hardly  so 
much:  as  speculations  would  have  been 
entered  into  anticipating  more  favourable 
ctrcnmstancesr 

Can  yon  state  to  the  Cororailtee  in  what 
manner  and  degree  the  exchanges  in  any 
parts  of  the  continent  first  experienced  a 
fall  in  those  places  in  which  a  paper  cir» 
eolation  not  convertible  into  cash,  or  into 
any  definite  qnaatity  oi  bullion,  has  been 
introduced;  and  in  particular  can  yon 
specify  the  extent  of  the  fall  which  soon 
took  place*  and  the  period  foa  which  it 
lasted,  antaeedently  to  the  establishment 
of  any  current  er  established  agio  or  di^ 
connt  between  the  paper  and  Sbe  bullion, 
or  coin  of  the  oountry  ? — ^To  the  best  of 
my  recoHectton,  a  depreciation  in  the  ex^ 
changes  has  always  taken  place  whenever 
a  peper  eorrency  has  been  pot  into  eir- 
culation«  that  was  not  convertible  into 
cash.  The  strongest  instance  is  that  of 
assignats  in  Fnmce.  At  tbe  present  mo* 
ment  we  hare  a  very  strong  instanoe  in 
tbe  paper  eufrency  of  Austria  and  Den- 
mark, where  a  forced  paper  circulauon 
ex4sts;  in  conseqoence  of  which  the  en* 
ohaogss  upon  those  eoontries  have  varied 
in  proportion  to  the  difficulties  that  they 
have  laboored  under,  and  in  proportion  to 
the  confidence  foundied  in  public  opinion  < 
with  "Wild  to  the  credit  such  paper  was 
eatitledte*    Ida  aal  know  of  any  paper 
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currency  on  thie  continent  that  is  not  coil- 
▼ertihle  at  all  times  into  cash>  which  is 
founded  at  all  upon  a  similar  system  of 
solidity  to  that  in  this  country,  where,  ^1« 
though  the  paper  may  not  represent  what 
is  expressed  upon  the  face  of  it,  it  does  re- 
present a  something  in  fact  equally  real, 
though  not  applicable  to  equalize  the 
balance  of  traae. 

Are  not  all  the  banks  upon  the  conti- 
nent, government  banks? — ^The  most  of 
them  are,  and  it  is  those  I  allude  to ;  as 
such  as  are  not  under  control  of  govern- 
ment, are  obliged  to  fulfil  their  engage- 
ments. 

Do  not  those  which  are  not  under  go- 
vernment, limit  the  quantity  of  their 
paper ;  and  is  not  its  value  in  exchange 
for  coin  perfectly  sustained  ? — ^Yes ;  for  if 
they  did  not,  they  would  be  liable  to  sus- 
pend their  payments. 

Do  not  the  government  banks  assist  the 
government  by  loans  of  money,  and  ex- 
tend their  paper  as  their  means  of  furnisb- 
ingsuch  loans  ?-«-Ye8,  those  1  h^ve  alluded 
to  do  so  in  the  fullest  extent. 

Is  not  in  fact  the  paper  issued  by  one 
department  of  the  government  itself^ — 
Yes,  certainly. 

Do  you  not  conceive  that  the  quantity 
of  paper  issued  by  those  banks  has  an  in- 
fluence on  itsprice  ? — ^Yes,  certainly;  and 
'  we  have  seen  a  strong  instance  of  it  last 
summer,  when,  from  the  extraordinary  ex- 
ertions of  the  Austrian  government,  a  con- 
siderable additional  issue  became  neces- 
sary, in  consequence  of  which  the  ex- 
change Oil  that  country  fell  an  additional 
.50  per  cent,  and  gold  coin  fetched  from 
three  to  f6or  times  its  nominal  value  there. 

Did  the  Austrian  and  Danish  govern- 
ments receive  their  paper  at  its  nominal 
value  in  the  liquidation  of  imposts  ? — ^Yes, 
in  a  great  measure  from  necessity,  as 
hardly  any  coin  was  to  be  seen  in  those 
coontriet. 

That  wds  at  the  same  time  that  an  agio 
actually  existed  in  those  countries  ? — Yes, 
it  was. 

Do  you  conceive  that  the  quantity  of 
bank  paper  in  England  influences  iu 
price,  and  has  an  effect  upon  the  ex- 
chtnge  ?«— In  my  opinion,  the  same  prin- 
ciples attach  tbemseWet  to  bank  paper  as 
tm  any  other  commodity,  when  cairied  to 
•  certain  extent. 

Do  yoa  not  conceire  that  the  limitatioD 
of  bank  paper  has  a  general  tendency  to 
improve  the  exchange,  and  to  aognoit  its 
price  ?«»Iu  pricv  wooM  certainly,  in  my 


opinion,  be  enhanced  by  its  lioutsMn, 
or  what  is  the  same  thing,  the  nomial  nloe 
of  every  article  woald  be  reduced ;  whcB 
this  reduction  had  brought  the  price  q! 
bullion  to  the  Mint  value,  the  exchang? 
would  be  at  near  par.  A  further  dioiio> 
tion  of  this,  or  any  other  circulating  rat- 
dium,  would  not  tend  to  raise  the  «• 
change. 

Does  the  paper  issued  by  private  bash 
and  indivfduais,  under  existing  circaa- 
stances,  in  your  opinion  afl^t  the  gaxni 
value  of  paper  ?— -In  tny  opinion,  mck 
more  so  than  that  issued  by  the  Bankof 
England,  because,  if  I  am  justly  inkmd 
the  Bank  of  England  makes  the  greatest 
proportion  of  their  issues  only  upon  seca- 
rities  convertible  at  short  periods;  whcrai 
the  paper  of  individuals  is  to  a  certain  ex- 
tent frequently  advanced,  and  reprneod 
that  which  cannot  be  brought  into  circt* 
latton,  and  thus  may  be  doably  repI^ 
sented. 

Do  you  not  conceive  that  there  is  i 
most  essential  difference  between  tfae  go- 
vernment hanks  on  the  continent  and  the 
Bank  of  England,  inasmuch  as  the  goren- 
ment  banks  on  the  continent  make  thor 
issues  of  paper  subservient  to  the  conn- 
nience  of^  government,  whereas  the  Buk 
of  England  limits  iu  loan  according  to  its 
own  discretion,  and  is  in  no  degree  df* 
pendant,  in  respect  to  the  amount  of  itj 
loans  upon  the  government?— I  belief  I 
stated  before  that  there  is  no  goremweoi 
bank  on  the  continent  that  rests  upoo  tbe 
same  principles  of  solid  foundation  at  that 
in  this  country,  where  the  principles id<>P** 
ed  are  the  same  as  would  be  followed  by 
any  prudent  indiridual  in  hisown  coDCf  n* 
and  where  the  advances  to  goveni««< 
are  both  optional  and  limited  to  what  sf^ 
pears  a  very  small   proportion  of  t*eir 
capital,  and  which,  as  well  as  their  ou»«f 
issues,  is  convertible  and  comes  rouod  it 
short  periods,  substituting  a  moral  nft 
physical  tender;  which  in  many  c^*** 
when  it  rests  upon  a  solid  fouBdation,  •* 
far  preferable  for  internal  circalation* 

Do  yoa  ascribe  what  you  call  •  d^ 
ciation  of  the  pa|>er  of  Great  Briuin,  w  *^ 
degree  to  an  opinion  of  any  insoftoetWT 
of  the  bank  of  England  to  fbtf  1  ^^ 
engagements? — Vo,  by  no  meam;  •*: 
the  circnastance  of  their  not  sJlo^ 
ballion  to  perferm  those  f^P^^^^Z 
which  it  seems  to  have  been  inteadto  y 

Supposing  the  assets  of  the  B^ . 
England  to  be  notomariy  ^  ^ 
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repayment  of  eten  five  timet  the  amount 
oftbeir  paper  at  present  in  circulation,  do 
you  not  conceive  that,  if  their  present 
issues  were  to  be  even  doubled,  the  value 
of  their  paper  would  be  diminished  f — 
HaTing  never  heard  the  soliditjr  of  the 
bank  of  England  doubted,  either  at  home 
or  abroad,  I  do  not  conceive  that  this 
would  alter  the  present  situation ;  and  in 
proportion  as  the  quantity  of  paper  was 
increased,  it  must  tend  to 'lower  its  value 
when  issued  beyond  what  the  circulation 
of  the  country  requires. 

Supposing  that  alt  the  discounts  of  the 
bank  of  England  were  made  in  the  me- 
tallic currency  of  this  country,  and  that 
no  paper  currency  whatever  was  known 
in  their  circulation,  and  that  they  could 
multiply  those  discoums  in  gold  to  any 
extent  they  pleased ;  and  supposing  that 
at  the  same  time,  the  means  or  exporting 
bullion  or  specie  from  this  country  should 
be  effectually  obstructed  ;  do  you  conceive 
that  such  a  state  of  things  would  tend  to 
create  a  course  of  exchange  unfarourable 
to  this  country  ? — Yee,  certainly,  the  same 
as  if  a  solid  paper  system  existed  ;  but  as 
it  is  proved  that  no  penal  laws  can  retain 
coin  in  the  country,  when  the  temptation 
is  sufficiently  great  to  export  it,  tnis  is  a 
position  that  in  fact  could  not  take  place. 
Then  you  conceive  that  if  the  circula- 
tion of  the  country  consisted  altogether  of 
gold,  and  was  carried  to  the  same  amount 
as  it  now  exists  in  paper,  the  rates  of  ex- 
change with  other  foreign  countries  would 
be  the  same  as  they  now  are,  if  the  suppo- 
sition of  the  former  question  could  be  real } 
— As  1  do  not  conceive  that  that  is  possi- 
ble, I  think  the  exchange  would  feel  the 
effects  of  such  a  change  in  its  circulation, 
partly  in  proportion  to  the  degree  that  the 
exportations  of  coin  would  take  place; 
but  more  particularly  from  the  circum- 
stance, that  people  would  speculate  upon 
soch  operations  ukiog  place,  and  thus 
opinions  would  raise  the  exchange  nearly 
as  much  as  an  actual  exportation  of  bul* 
lion. 

To  what  causes  do  yon  ascribe  the  pre- 
sent unfavourable  course  of  exchange  ?— 
The  first  gpreat  depreciation  took  place 
when  the  French  got  possession  of  the 
North  of  Germany,  and  passed  severe 
penal  decrees  agamst  a  communication 
with  this  country,  at  the  same  time  that  a 
sequestration  was  laid  upon  all  Eoglbh 
goods  and  property,  whilst  thepaymenu 
ror  English  account  were  still  to  be  made, 
and  the  mmbursements*to  be  taken  an 


this  country;  many  more  bilb  were  in 
consequence  to  be  sold  than  could  be 
taken  by  persons  requiring  to  make  pay^ 
ments  in  England.  The  communication 
by  letters  being  also  Tery  difficult  and  un- 
certain, middle  men  were  nut  to  be  found, 
as  in  usual  times,  to  purchase  and  send 
such  bills  to  England  for  returns ;  whilst 
no  suit  at  law  could  be  instituted  in  the 
courts  of  justice  there  against  any  person 
who  chose  to  resist  payment  of  a  returned 
bill,  or  to  dispute  the  charges  of  re-ex- 
change. Whilst  those  causes  depressed 
the  exchange,  payments  due  to  England 
only  came  round  at  distant  periods.  The 
excoange  once  lowered  by  those  circum« 
stances,  and  bullion  being  withheld  in 
England  to  make  up  those  occasional  dif- 
ferences, the  operations  between  this 
country  and  the  continent  have  continued 
at  a  low  rate,  as  it  is  only  matter  of  opinion 
what  rate  a  pound  sterling  is  there  to  be 
valued  at,  not  being  able  to  obtain  what  it 
is  meant  to  represent. 

You  have  stated  your  opinion,  that  the 
unfavourable  state  of  the  exchange  was  oc- 
casioned by  the  decrees  of  the  enemy  pro- 
hibiting trade  with  this  country ;  did  not 
the  prohibition  on  our  part  of  the  American 
trade  to  the  continent,  in  a  great  degree 
aggravate  the  unfavourable  state  of  the  ex- 
change?— ^As  nearly  the  whole  of'  the 
American  importations  into  the  continent 
are  remitted  by  bills  to  this  country,  it 
must  have  had  that  effect  in  as  far  as  it 
prevented  the  American  trade  going  there; 
and  further,  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  ex- 
change would  be  much  lower  at  this  mo- 
ment, if  it  were  not  for  the  importations 
received  from  America  into  Holstein  dur- 
ing the  last  six  months. 

What  improvement  has  taken  place  in 
the  state  or  our  exchange  within  the  last 
fortnight  P^-Bctwcen  three  and  four  per 
cent. 

What  demand  of  bills  on  England  has 
been  the  cause  of  this  improvement  in  the 

r resent  state  of  exchange  ?— Principally, 
believe  it  to  be  a  great  demand  for  bills 
upon  the  American  property  since  the 
sequestration  which  had  taken  place  in 
Holstein  having  been  withdrawn,  and 
partly  bj  the  payments  of  other  importa- 
tions donng  the  summer  from  this  country 
to  the  continent  coming  round,  which  are 
not  at  present,  as  fbrmerly,  anticipated. 

Supposing  no  alteration  to  have  taken 
place  in  the  paper  circulation  of  this  coun- 
try, do  you  not  believe,  that  if  the  balance 
of  the  trade  «f  this  ceontry  wilhUie  con- 
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tineot  had  been  in  our  fityour  doriof  the* 
Uuit  year*  that  the  present  unfayourable 
state  of  exchanged  could  not  have  esistedj 
^U  other  circumstances  affecting  the  in- 
tercourse of  this  country  with  toe  conti- 
nent remaining  the  same  ?— I  have  lately 
changed  my  opinion  on  this  subject,  and 
do  not  think  that  this  balance  of  trade  ia 
the  only  regulator  of  the  exchange  whea 
bullion  is.  withheld ;  but  in  that  qase  pub- 
lic opinion  is  substituted ;  ibr  the  saaoe  ex* 
change  may  continue  to  take  place  at  a 
re(Uced  rate  if  both  parties  are  satisfied. 

The  exchange  against  England  fluctu- 
ating from  1^  t^  20  per' cent. ;  how  much 
of  tliat  loss  do  you  think  may  be  ascribed 
to  the  effect  of  the  measures  Giken  by  the 
enemy  in  the  north  of  Germany «  and  ^le 
interruption  of  intercourse  whicli  has  been 
the  result  J  and  how  much  to  the  effect  of 
the  bank  of  England  paper  not  being  con- 
vertible into  cash,  to  which  you  have 
ascribed  a  part  of  that  deprecia^tion  ?— -I 
,  ascribe  the  whole  of  the  depreciation  to 
have  taken  place  originally  inconsequence 
of  the  nji^asures  of  the  enemy  ;  and  its  not 
having  V'ecoveredj  to  the  circumstance  of 
the  paper  of  England  not  being  exchange- 
able for  cash. 

March  6,  1810. 

F&ANcis  HoRNXB,  Esq*  in  the  Chair. 

John  Wuttmorb,  Esq.  Governor  of  the 
Bank  of  England^  called  in  and  Ex^ 
amined. 

Do  you  consider  the  amount  of  Bank 
of  lineland  notes  during  the  last  year  to 
^ve  borne  nearhr  the  same  proportion 
to  the  occasions  of^the  public  aa  in  former 
times  ?— The  same  proportion  exactly. 
,  In  ascertaining:  that  proportion*  luye 
you  taktn  into  consideration  any  increase 
4>f  economy  in  the  use  of  them  among 
persons  in  the  metropolis^  or  any  diminu* 
jtion,  of  the  quantity  of  them  circulating 
in  the  country,  through  the  increase  of 
country  Bank  notes  ?— I  do  not  very  weU 
GompreKend  what  is  meant  by  the  econo" 
xny  tn  th^  use  of  them. 
.  We  understand  by  it  such  impTovement 
in  banking,  and  in  the  system  of  effecting 
paymfiits^  as  renders  the  same  quantity  of 
Bank'  notes  equal  to  a  larger  amount  of 
payments  than  before.— I  am  not  at  all 
sensible  of  any  improvement  that  can  have 
liad  any  effect  upon  the  amount  of  them. 

Do  you  conceive  that  the  quantity  of 
Bank  ut  England  notes  circulating  in  the 
countryj  has  beeaatull  dimmisbed  by  any 


iacreaie  in  the  quantity  ot 
notes  ?-«The  Bank  bsA  no  neaiia  orkiMw- 
ing  thequaotity  of  Bank  of  JSnglaad  immcs 
in  civcuwtion  im  the  country*  I^  «a  to  be 
presumed^  if  there  has  been  any  incresMad 
cijcculation  of  country  bank  notes,  that  it 
must  have  driven  the  Lopdon  Bank  aatts 
out  of  circulation;,  bat  that  i«  only  s  pre- 
sumption on  my  part* 

Do  you  not  conceiye  that  many  cxmuut j 
banks  may  not  have  geoeralW  in  their 
possession  a  smaller  stock  of  Bank  ot 
England  notes  than  heretofbrej  ixa  ooase* 
quenice  of  their  baymg  for  n&eny  yean 
experienced  no  run  upon  thorn,  and  o( 
their  confidence,  having  conso^eatly  ■► 
creased  ?— 1  really  have  so  lutle  knov- 
ledge  of  country  banking;  that  1  hayena 
the  means  of  information  to  ansirex  tbat 
question. 

When  you  represent  the  quantity  «f 
Bank  of  England  notes  to  be  now  oalj 
proportionate,  as  heretofore,   to   the  cc- 
caaions  of  the  public^  do  you  take  into  cea* 
sideratiou  the  increased  price  of  all  arti- 
cles, and  the  consequent  increaae  of  the 
amount  of  payments ;  and  dp  you  assmiK 
that  tlie  quantity  of  notes  ought  to  be  in- 
creased in  proportion  to  thsLt  io crease  oi 
the    amount  of  payments  ?-— TIm   Bank 
never  force  a  noia  into  cincalation,  and 
there  will  not  remain  a  note  in,  circuIatiQo 
more  than  the   immediate  wants  of  dit 
public  require  i  for  no  banker,  I  presame, 
will  keep  a  larger  stock  of  bank  notes  by 
him  than  his  immediate  paymanta  seqoire, 
as  he  can  at  all  times  procure  them.    Te 
illustrate  this>  the  daily  goyernmeut  pur- 
chases of  stock,  which  are  paid  for  in  Bsnk 
of  England  notes  at  an  early  part  of  ihs 
day,  wilU  I  beliaye,    be   found    to    be 
bought  frequently  at  a  lower  price  thaa 
the  other  purchases  of  the  day.    My  ob- 
servation is,  that  the  Commissioners  hav« 
bought  at  a  lower  price  than  the  public. 
[Question  repeated.!    I  have  taken  iate 
consideration  not  only  the  increased  price 
of  all  articles^  but  the  increased  dcfluods 
upon  us  from  other  causes. 

What  other  causes  do  you  refor  to?— • 
The  other  causes  that  I  refer  to  are  the 
increased  importation  from  abroad,  and 
the  increased  public  revenue  of  the  coo^ 
try,  and  the  increase  of  the  London  pay* 
menis  in  generaL* 

Anteceoeutly  to  the  snspensioa  of  the 
cash  payments  of  the  Bank,  waaitaot  the 
practice  of  the  directora  to  restrain  in 
some  degree  their  loaoaor  diacounts,  m 
the  cyent  of  their  experieacMig  Miy  gt<t 
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demand  upon  them  for  guineas  ?-^Tbe 
Hank  always  act  with  that  prudent  caution^ 
that  their  adf  ancea  to  the  public  tipob  dia- 
count  can  be  called  in  hi  two  months^  or 
at  farthest  90  days.  [Question  repctated.j 
A  short  time  antecedently  to  the  re- 
strictions upon  the  Bank,  they  were  se- 
riously ahirmed  at  a  dimin niton  of  their 
coin,  and  did  in  some  decree  Kmit  their 
advances,  both  to  the  pubhc  and  to  govern* 
ment.  1  woukt  wish  to  be  underatood, 
that  they  do  now  set  limits  to  their  ad^ 
vancea  according  to  circumstances,  and  as 
their  discretion  may  direct  them. 

The,  question  goes  to  this;  whether, 
antecedently  to  the  suspension  in  1797,  a 
drain  for  guineas  did  not  suggest  to  Uie 
Directors  a  restrictiott  of  their  advances; 
for  instance,  did  they  not  on  this  ground 
refuse  to  make  the  accustomed  advances 
on  the  loan  in  1783,  when  the  drain  of 
their  gold  was  particularly  great  ?— 1  am 
not  prepared  to  speak  to  dates  ;  but  I  have 
a  recollection  only  of  one  instance,  when 
the  advance  upon  the  loan  was  withheld. 
I  believe  that  mstance  was  in  1783,  but  I 
did  not  come  into  the  direction  till  1780, 

Can  you  state  generally,  whether  ante- 
cedently to  the  suspension  of  the  cash 
payments,  the  Directors  considered  a 
drain  upon  them  for  guineas  as  a  reason 
for  restraining  at  all  their  loans  or  dis- 
counts ? — I  apprehend  it  was  done  upon  a 
view  of  that  and  every  other  circumstance 
that  attended  the  state  of  their  aflkirs  at 
that  time :  I  think,  in  point  of  prudence, 
that  it  ought  to  have  been  a  reason  at  that 
period. 

Cao  you  say  whether  in  point  of  iact, 
prior  to  the  suspension,  such  a  reason  ever 
did  operate  with  them  to  restrain  their 
advances  ?— Such  a  reason,  connected 
with  others,  did  certainly. 

Did  not  the  Bank  Directors  urge  the 
repayment  of  part  of  their  loan  to  govern- 
ment, as  well  as  restrain  their  ^counts, 
in  the  end  of  1799  and  the  beginning  of 
179T,  in  consequence  of  their  finding  a 
large  portion  of  their  gold  to  be  drawn 
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ing  a  certain  suA  of  discount  to  be  madu 
to  each  commercial  house  applying  for 
it:  that  was  the' mode  of  diminishing  the 
whole  amount  of  discount.^  I  wish  also 
to  add,  that  afterwards  in  tlie  contempla- 
tion of  many  of  the  directors,  this  last  waa 
a  measure  to  be  regretted  under  the  thea 
circumstances,  on  account  of  the  vi^ry  consi- 
derable  embarrassment  and  inconvenience 
occasioned  by  il  to  the  mercantile  worlds 
To  the  best  of  my  recollection  this  limi- 
tation of  the  discounts  was  some  time 
before  the  suspension  of  the  cash  pay* 
menta. 

Did  not  this  diminution  of  the  discounts, 
produce  a  diminution  of  the  Bank  pape^ 
m  circulation  ?— In  point  of  fact,  I  am  not 
prepared  to  answer  that  question  ;  but  as 
an  opinion,  I  am  prepared  to  aay,  that 
the  diminution  of  the  aggregate  of  our  ad- 
vancea,  aa  well  to  government  aa-  to  indi« 
vidoala,  must  have  that  effect. 

Was  there  not  in  that  period,  between 
the  limitation  of  discounts  and  the  suspen* 
sion  of  cash  payments,  a  diminution  of 
the  aggregate  of  your  advances  I — ^I  reallj^ 
am  not  prepared  to  say. 

Supposing  gold  to  be  drawn  from  the 
Bank  to  be  then  mehed  and  exported, 
would  there  not  bo  a  reduction  of  yOur 
paper  in  consequence  of  notes  having 
been  brought  in  to  exchange  ^r  ffold,  and 
then  cancelled  ?-^Yes,  provided  we  dhf 
not  re-issue  an  equal  amount. 

Couhl  3rou  so  re-issue  an  equal  amount; 
without  enlarging  in  that  proportion  the 
amount  of  your  discounts  ?— We  could 
re*issue  an  equal  amount  by  the  purchase 
of  exchequer  bills  or  bullion,  or  by  di»« 
counts  ;  being  the  only  articles  on  which 
we  make  advances. 

Sbpposing  ^at  in  such  a  ca^eofa  de« 
mand  upon  you  for  guineas,  the  Bank  had 
come  to  the  determination  of  dittipishtng 
in  some  degree  the  aggregate  of  their 
advances,  would  not  the  amount  ofibeir 
paper  in  circiilatian  be  diminiahedjbolb  by 
that  diminution  of  the  advances,  and  by, 
the  amount  of  the  paper  which  bad  been 


from  them  at  that  time  ?— I  recollect  re-  i  brought  in  for  guineas  ? — Moetonquestion^ 


peated  applications  to  the  minister  of  that 
day,  Mr.  Pitt,  for  bim  to  reduce  the 
ftmoont  of  the  advances  the  Bank  had 
made  to  government.  I  would  wish  to 
add  to  this;  that  at  that  period  the  i^nk 
had  advanced  to  government  a  large  sum 
upon  treasury  acceptance^  which  was 
the  moat  objectional  part  of  the  advance 
in  the  contemplation  of  the  directors.  I 
perfectly  well  remember  the  Bank  limit- 


ablyl  asmucliofourpaper^swidonot 
re-iasoe  is  a  diminution  of  it. 

Even  if  you  should  not,  in  such  a  case; 
resort  to  the  measure  of  dSminishing  t^« 
^grcg^tc  of  your  advances,  would  not  sr 
diminution  of  your  paper  in  circulatioa 
take  place  in  consequence  of  the  draia 
upon  you  for  gold  ?— It  would,  in  proporr 
tion  to  the  quantity  of  notes  cancelled  for 
the  gold  issued  In   excKange  for  them, 

^ 
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provided  we  did  increase  oar  qnantity  of 
advances.'       ^ 

.  If  you  re-issaed  the  notes  brought  to 
you  for  guineas^  in  such  a  case,  would  not 
they  be  again  returned  and  draw  more 
guineas  from  you  ?-»As  long  as  it  would 
continue  to  be  a  profitable  trade.  When 
I  speak  of  re- issuing  notes,  I  mean  issuing 
the  amount  of  those  notes^  for  we  do  not 
usually  re-issue  the  same  notes. 

Do  you  conceive  .that  the  limitation  of 
the  sum  total  of  your  loans,  and  conse- 
quently  also  of  your  notes,  which  took 
place  in  1783,  had  the  good  effect  which 
was  intended  by  Jt,  of  diminishing  the 
drain  for  guineas  ?— -1  «m  not  prepared 
to  speak  to  the  facts  at  this  distance  of 
time,  and  not  haying  been  then  in  the 
direction. 

If  the  Bank  ^n  not  restricted  from 
paying  ui  guineas,  and  a  great  demand  for 
them  took  place,  do  you  conceive  that 
the  course  the  Bank  would  adopt,  with 
a  view  to  check  such  drain,  would  be  to 
diminish  the  amount  of  ^heir  advances 
either  to  government  or  to  individuals  ? — 
In  answer  to  that  question,  I  would  say, 
that  with  a  view  to  the  Bank's  own  pre* 
servation,  it  undoubtedly  ought  to  pur- 
sue that  measure  ;  but  it  must  greatly 
depend  upon  the  circumstances  whicn 
would  accompany  such  demand  upon  us 
for  advances. 

Can  yoQ  state  any  other  mode  by  which 
you  conceive  that  such  a  drain  of  guineas 
would  be  checked  ?^-I  know  of  no  other 
measure. 

In  point  of  fact  is  it  not  the  measure 
to  wnkh  the  Bank  did  recur  on  all 
occasions  prior  to  the  restriction,  when- 
ever any  extraordinary  drain  of  gold 
took  place  ? — ^I  have  already,  I  believe, 
answered  that  question,  by  saying  that  the 
Bank  did,  in  a  former  instance  limit  their 
advances. 

In  what  mode  is  it  that  a  diminution  of 
adviinces  by  the  Bank  operates  to  lessen 
and  put  an  end  to  a  dram  of  guineas  ?— 
Because  there  is  a  diminished  amount  of 
outstanding  fi^mands  against  the  Bank. 

Would  not  that  drain  continue,  notwith- 
standing such  diminished  amount  of  out- 
standing demands,  if  the  market  price  of 
gold  continued  in  the  same  proportion  of 
excess  to  the  Mint  price  ?— I  conceive  it 
would,  so  long  as  the  dealers  in  gold  can 

Set  a  Bank  note  to  bf  ing  to  the  Bank  and 
emand  guineas  for  it. 
You  have  stated,  that  a  diminution  of 
the    out-standing   demands  against   the 


Bank*diminishes  the  dcain  of  giiioeas»  aad 
also  that  that  drain  would  contiiiae  so  long 
as  the  exi;ess  of  the  market  price  abort 
the  Mint*  price  of  gold  continaed  ihft 
same  ;  is  the  Committee  to  niitinrrtmd 
that  the  diminution  of  these  ontslasidinf 
demands  has,  in  your  opinion,  e  teudeocy 
to  lessen  such  excess  ?•— In  my  optoioA, 
it  has  no  bearing  upon  the  price  of  bol- 
lion. 

Then  in  what  mann^  does  a  dimini* 
tion  of  outstanding  demands  lessen  ibi 
drain  ?— The  lessened  demsDds  that  csi 
possibly  be  made  upon  us  from  the  smaller 
amount  of  notes  in  circulation. 
.  Why  ,  should  the  smaller  amount  of 
notes  in  circulation  lessen  the  indocemcoe 
of  the  holders  of  these  notes  to  convert 
them  into  gold  ?— I  presume  that  all  tiie 
holders  of  Bank  notes  are  not  dealen  a 
gold,  and  they  would  not  let  their  turn 
go  out  of  their  possession  for  that  purpose. 
But  may  not  those  who  are  disposed  \» 
deal  in  gold  become  possessors  of  notet 
equally  as  before  the  diminotioa  of  the 
outstanding  demands  ? — I  conceive  in  that 
case  an  alarm  would  j^e  created,  and  iJm 
holders  of  notes  would  board  them  as  ther 
have  done  guineas  upon  other  occasions  oT 
alarm. 

Would  not  the  hoarding  of  svm^  notes, 
raise  the  value  of  those  that  .rensained  is 
circulation  ?•— I  have  no  doubt  it  woold. 

Would  it  be  raised  in  exchange  for  Bsi* 
lion  ? — I  should  think  not. 

By  what  criterion  do  yon  judge  that  itt 
value  is  raised  ?— -I  have  gone  upon  a  sap> 
position,  that  the  value  of  the  Balboa 
abroad  still  affi>rded  a  profit  npon  the  ex- 
portation of  it  from  thb  country ;  and  aacil 
the  price  of  the  bullion  here  exceeds  ibe 
price  abroad,  there  would  not  be  whsre^ 
withal  to  exchange  for  Bank  notes. 

Supposing  that  the  consequence  of  Bank 
notes,  being  rendered  more  scarce  by  a 
diminution  of  outstanding  demands  agasMt 
the  Bank,  and  the  consequent  hoardmg  of 
them,  as  assumed  in  a  former  amsrer, 
should  be  to  raise  their  value  ten  per. 
cent. ;  and  that  before  their  value  was  so 
raised,  the  price  of  Bullion  on  the  conti- 
nent was  six  per  cent,  higher  than  the 
Mint  price  in  England;   would  not  the 
effect  of  this  raising  the  value  of  the  Bsnk 
note  be,  to  pot  a  stop  to  all  further  dr» 
mand  for  bullion  ? — ^'fhat  is  a  queslioo  c( 
calculation,  that  if  the  bullion   can  be 
brought  into  this  country,  by  giving  nors 
for  it  here  than  thev  can  obtain  for  it 
abroad,  the  demand  for  it  here  for  expos* 
tation  must  cease. 
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SiiptK)sicig  the  eiCcen  of  thi^i  market 
price  of  gold  above  the  Mint  price  to  be 
ti^e  per  cent.,  and  that  in  consequience,  a 
drain  ofguineas  take  place  fl-om  the  Bank, 
find  the  Bank,  by  diminishing  the  amount 
of  its  outstanding  demands,  raises  the 
value  of  its  paper  fire  per  cent,  in  the 
manner  described  in  a  former  answer, 
would  not  the  result  be  tobring  the  market 
and  the  Mint  price  of  gold  to  a  par,  ^nd 
consequently  to  put  a  stop  to  the  demand 
for  guineas  ?— I  wish  for  time  to  consider 
of  an  answer. 

ilforcA?,  1810, 

FftANCis  HoENBR,  Esq.  ID  the  Chair. 

Mr.  ',  a  Continental  Merchant, 

again  called  in,  and  examined. 

Since  the  conduct  of  the  enemy  which 
voQ  have   described,  what  other  causes 
nave  continued  to  operate  on  the  Continent 
to  lower  the  course  of  exchange  ?<— Very 
considerable  shipments  from  the  Baltic, 
which  were  drawn  for  and  the  bills  nego- 
ciated  immediately  on  the  shipments  takmg 
place,  without  consulting  the   interest  of 
the  proprietors  in  this  country  much,  by 
deferring  such  neffociation  tin  a  demand 
•hould  take  place  for  such  bills ;  the  con- 
tinued difficulty  and  uncertainty  in  car- 
rying on  the  correspondence  between  this 
country  and  the  continent ;  the  curtailed 
number  of  houses  to  be  found  on  the  con- 
tinent willing  to  undertake  such  operations 
either  by  accepting  bills  for  English  ac- 
count, drawn  from  the  various  ports  where 
shipmentstake  place,  or  by  accepting  bills 
drawn  from  this  country,  either  against 
property  shipped,  or  on  a  speculative  idea 
that  the  exchange  either  ought  or  is  likely 
to  rise  ;    the  length  of  time   that  is  re* 
quired  before   goods    can  be  converted 
into  cash,  from  the  circuitous  routes  they 
are  obfiged  to  take  i  the  very  large  sums 
of  money  paid  to  foreign  ship   owners, 
which  in   some  instances,  such  as  on  the' 
article  of  hemp,  has  amounted  to  nearly 
its  prime  cont  in  Russia  ;  the  want  of  mid- 
dle men,  who,  as  formerly,  used  to  employ 
great   capitals  in    exchange  operations, 
who,  from  the  increased   difficulties  and 
dangers  to  which  such  operations  are  now 
subject,  are  at  present  rarely  to  be  met 
with,  to  make  combined  exchange  opera- 
tions, which   tend  to  anticipate  probable 
ultimate  results. 

Are  not  English  manufactures  and  West 
lAdia  produce  eagerly  sought  afVer  upon 
the  Continent  { — Yes,  when  they  get  to 
a  place  of  safety. 

YOU  xviL— Jjipciuftr. 


Would  not  the  exportation  of  those  ma* 
nufacturei  and  of  West  India  produce  to 
the  Continent,  in  the  usual  quantiiies,  re- 
medy nearly  all  the  inconveniences  whicU 
you  have  described  as  operating  upon  the 
course  of  exchange,  and  raise  the  ex- 
change to  par  ? — As  the  exchange  at 
present  rests  upon  public  opinion,  and  has 
not  got  the.  precious  metals  for  its  foun- 
,dation,  I  conceive  a  state  of  things  pos- 
sible, so  that  the  trade  with  the  Con- 
tinent  may  be  carried  on,  the  balance 
being  in  favour  of  this  country,  whilst 
>  the  exchange  is  below  par ;  the  touchstone' 
to  regulate  it  being  withdrawn,  namely, 
bullion. 

Then  do  you  believe,  that  if  our  ex« 
ports  exceeded  our  imports,  and  the  ba- 
lance 6f  trade  were  considerably  m 
out  favour,  that  still  the  exchange  would 
be  below  par  ? — ^1  conceive  it  a  possible 
case. 

When  our  exports  have  exceeded  our 
imports,  has  that  actually  been  the  case 
at  any  period  since  the  Bank  restriction  ? 
— It  has ;  but  never  for  any  length  of  timc^ 
till  lately. 

When  the  balance  of  trade  has  been  in 
favour  of  England,  and  the  exchange 
has  been  below  par,  have  there  been  no 
extraordinary  causes  to  operate  upon  the 
exchange  exclusive  of  the  13ank  Restriction 
Bill  in  England  ? — Yes  ;  such  as  foreign 
subsidies,  and  th^  Bank  of  England  hav- 
ing raised  the  price  of  gold  to  80s.  about 
five  years  ago ;  likewise,  the  great  com- 
mercial distress  which  existed  in  the  year 
1799,  and  which  had  a  very  great  ellect 
upon  the  exchange. 

Supposing  a  paper  currency  to  be  esta- 
blished in  this  or  any  other  country^ 
which  is  not  convertible  into  gold  or  silver 
coin,  or  into  any  definite  quantity  of  goldt 
or  silver,  and  the  quantity  of  such  psipcr 
currency  to  be'greatly  increased;  do  yoa 
nut  conceive  that  a  great  fall  in  tbe  ex* 
change  may  take  place,  and  that  the  sub* 
sequent  fluctuations  in  the  exchange, 
which  result  from  the  variations  in  the  ba* 
labct  of  trade,  may  become  fluctuations 
merely  round  a  new  point,  the  exchange 
never  agaip  reaching  its  antecedent  par, 
assuming  always  the  quantity  of  paper  to 
continue  to  be  enlarged  ? — In  my  opinion, 
there  is  no  single  cause  that  would  tend 
so  materially  to  have  the  effect  of  depre- 
ciating the  exchange,  and  keeping  it  low/ 
as  an  increased  paper  currency  not^on^ 
vertible  into  cash. 

Might  not  the  exchange  continoe  per- 
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manently  and  greatly  depressed,  in  spite 
of  faTourable  balances  of  trade,  under 
such  circumstances  ^«-As  under  such 
circumstances  the  exchange  rests  upon  a 
foundation  no  more  solid  than  the  variable 
opinion  of  persons  abroad  and  at  home,  I 
conceive,  that  the  interchanges  between 
this  and  foreign  countries  might  continue 
to  be  carried  on  at  an  exchange  much 
helow  par,  when  in  fact,  there  is  nothing 
to  raise  it  but  a  change  of  opinion  ;  but 
which  opinion  would  very  soon  be  altered, 
when  it  were  once  known  that  coin  were 
again  to  be  put  into  circulation. 

Are  there  not  many  places  on  the  con- 
tinent in  which  the  balance  of  trade  has 
been  occasionally  very  favourable,  and 
in  which  nevertheless,  during  the  period 
of  that  favourable  balance,  the  exchanges 
have  been  unfavourable  if  computed  in  a 
paper  not  convertible  into  cash  ?— Except 
with  regard  to  the  occasional  high  rate  of 
.  exchange  between  this  country  and  the 
continent,  I  know  of  no  exchange  with 
any  country  'where  a  forced  paper  circu- 
lation existed  as  the  foundation  for  the 
exchange,  but  where  it  was  considerably 
below  its  original  par. 

Has  not  the  depreciation  in  the  value  of 
the  paper  of  those  countries  been  gene- 
rally produced  fii*st  by  some  unfavourable 
balance  of  trade,  or  other  extraordinary 
circumstance;  naturally  affecting  the 
course  of  exchange ;  and  has  not  the  cir- 
cumstance, of  the  paper  not  being  ex- 
changeable into  cash,  then  prevented  the 
recovery  of  the  exchange  in  more  thaii  a 
alight  degree  after  the  depreciation  had 
taken  place,  even  though  a  favourable 
balance  should  return  > — I  believe  that  it 
bas  generally  been  the  public  opinion,  as 
much  as  any  other  cause,  that  has  de- 
pressed such  exchanges,  and  which  must 
of  course  have  been  aggravated  by  an  un- 
favourable balance  of  trade. 

Has  a  limitation  of  the  quantity  of 
paper  been  vesorted  to  in  places  on  the 
Ck>ntinent,  as  a  means  of  rectifying  the 
axchange  under  such  circumstances?—- 
Yes,  it  has  very  frequently. 

At  what  prices,  and  with  what  effect  ? 
— Always  with  a  partially  good  efiect. 
This  reduction  of  the  quantity  of  paper 
has  been  resorted  to  in  Denmark,  in 
Austria,  and  was  even  tried  in  France, 
during  the  period  of  the  assignats;  but 
upon  any  exigency  of  the  government, 
they  have  again  increased  the  quantity, 
which  then  tend^  again  to  lower  the 
rate  of  the  exchange  with  foreign  coun- 
trie«i 
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State  in  what  manner  the  retarDS  lod 
payments  are  made  to  this  country  from 
the  Continent,  for  the  exports.— Partly 
in  merchandiae  and  partly  by  bills  rf 
exchange. 

Do  merchants  on  the  Continent  mtkc 
advances  on  property  cousignedj  as  here- 
tofore ? — No. 

From  the  course  of  our  export  trade,  ii 
not  the  Continent  largely  indebted  t» 
this  country  ? — Very  considerably :  tod 
in  a  much  greater  proportion  than  wbit 
they  would  be  if  .trade  had  been  carried 
on  as  heretofore,  in  as  far  as  such  exporu 
have  been  for  English  account. 

For  those,  oommodities  which  we  io- 
port  from  the  Continent,  do  we  not  pif 
in  advance  ?— Those  coming  for  Boglt^ 
account  are  generally  drawn  for  upon  tk 
goods  being  shipped. 

For  those  which  come  on  fbrcigii  k- 
count,  are  not  drafts  passed  in  anticipa- 
tion?^! haTe  lutle  doubt  but  that  ba 
been  the  case  with  regard  to  a  part « 
such  shipmenta. 

Is  not  this  the  general  coune  of  sod 
trade  ?— Yes,  except  when  extraordlbiry 
dangers  or  difficulties  exist. 

Do  you  know  whether  for  such  commo- 
dities as  are  imported  from  the  Contiaert 
of  Europe,  and  re-exported  totheftjtei 
and  settlements  of  America,  this  couotry 
always  gives  credit  ?— Yea. 

What  period  of  time  dae»  ft  Uke  m 
that  trade  to  bring  the  paymenu  roona  f 
*-Aboot  eighteen  months. 

Has-  not  the  import  from  the  Cbntioent, 
during  the  last  year,  of  Baltic  produce 
German  linens,  and  other  prodoce,  beta 
unusually  mreai  ?— Yes,  it  has,  in  coitf^ 
quence  of  the  trade  between  this  eoaaay 
and  the  continent  bavins  beco  *^^ 
totally  cut  off  the  preceding  yw^j  " 
conseooence  of  which  the   advance  » 
the  Bntish  merchant,  both  on  the  score  oi 
exports  as  well  as  imports,  most  he  ^ 
usually  great 

Has  not  the  prime  cost  of  sach  articW 
been  greatly  augmented  hj  unosuaMy 
high  freighu  paid  in  cash  to  foreign  »*P| 
or  in  bills  of  exchange  on  the  conti^'^ 
—The  freighu  have  been  uousaally  W* 
but  as  far  as  my  experience  P^.  m^ 
been  paid  for  in  specie,  but  either  ifl  O'**' 
of  exchange  or  in  merchandize.  ^ 

Has  not  the  more  general  practice  b^ 
to  pay  such  freighu  in  bills  of  excbaog* 
or  bullion? — I  do  not  know  oi ^1 
freighu  that  have  been  paid  in  bo/»<'ff) 
bnt  a  great  many  in  bills  of  excbapg^* 
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If  the  amount  of  merchandue  on  hand 
l>e  unasoaHy  sreat,  paid  for  tbroogh  the 
means  of  drafts  on  Great  Britain^  would 
not  that  prodttce  an  effect  upon  the  ex* 
change  ? — ^Certainly. 

Does  not  the  amount  of  the  expendi- 
tore  for  government  account  on  the  Con- 
tinent, for  the  two  last  years,  form  a  debit 
against  us ;  and  suppose  a  part  of  that  ex- 
penditure to  have  been  paid  in  specie  or 
bullion  sent  from  this  country,  which  was 
obtained  originally  in  payment  of  bills 
drawn  from  Spain  negociated  there,  would 
this  last  circumstance  make  any  difie- 
rence  in  our  balance  of  payments  ? — In 
as  far  as  such  operations  were  carried  on 
throueh  the  meaium  of  the  exchanges,  it 
would  have  that  eiiect  in  reducing  the 
farourable  balance  of  trade  equivalent  to 
its  amount,  and  which  appears,  from  the 
nature  of  the  transaction  explained  in 
the  question,  to  have  been  the  case  with 
regard  to  the  bullion  received  from  South 
America.  ' 

Has  not  the  appearance  of  government 
bills  on  the  Continent  always  produced 
a  greater  effect  on  the  exchange,  than 
bills  of  individuals  to  an  equal  amount? — 
It  has  frequently  had  this  effect,  but  not 
always. 

Is  it  a  consideration  at  Hamburgh,  with 
the  purchaser  of  a  bill  of  exchange  on 
London,  in  what  money  it  is  to  be  paid  ? 
—Not  abstractedly  with  regard  to  any 
single  bill ;  but  as  a  matter  of  opinion 
generally,  I  dare  say  the  suspension  of 
cash  pajrments  has  had  an  effect  On  the 
public  mind  there. 

Is  Bank  of  England  paper  therefore 
discredited  at  Hamburgh  ? — No  more  there 
than  here,  as  the  relative  rate  of  the  ex- 
change, and  the  advanced  price  of  bullion 
here,  will  shew. 

According  to  what  you  have  stated,  is 
it  not  depreciated  when  compared  with 
gold  at  the  Mint  price  ? — Yes,  as  the  rate 
of  exchange  will  shew. 

You  have  stated  that  according  to  ^oor 
experience,  paper  »  always  depreciated 
when  not  convertible  into  cash  ;  can  ^ou 
then,  according  to  this  principle,  assign 
any  cause  why  in  the  exchange  between 
Hamburgh  and  London  at  the  period  of 
the  suspension  of  cash  payments  of  the 
Bank  in  1707,  it  was  at  35,  or  about  three 
per  cent  above  what  is  called  par;  that 
ftom  that  date  it  rose  gradually  in  1797 
and  1798  to  38/2,  and  was  still  at  36  in 
the  middle  of  1799>  when  a  ^at  com- 
mcrdai  distren  took  places  subndiet  paid. 
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and  large  importations  of  com  ;  while 
the  circulation  of  the  Bank  of  Ensland 
had  been  increased  from  about  eleven 
millions  to  thirteen  and  a  half  in  1800 
and  1801,  the  exchange  was  depre^sed 
down  to  29  and  lower,  the  amount  of 
bank  notes  being  then  15  or  16  millions; 
during  1803  and  1 804,  and  the  greatest 
part  of  1805,  the  exchange  gradually  rose 
to  35/6  or  about  five  or  six  per  cent* 
above  par,  while  the  amount  of  the  bank 
notes  increased  to  18  millions? — Wheni 
stated  it  to  be  my  opinion,  that  paper  was 
always  depreciated  when  not  convertible 
into  cash,  it  was  only  with  regard  to  BU<^h 
issues  upon  the  Contment  The  causes 
1  should  assign  for  the  very  hi§(h  rate  of 
exchanges  after  the  suspension  took 
place  in  this  country  was,  that  during  the. 
commencement  of  the  suspension  of  pay* 
ments  of  cash  at  the  Bank>  the  public  opi* 
nion  here  was  exalted  to  that  degree,  that 
for  a  considerable  lensth  of  time  no  traffic 
at  home  was  carried  on  between  Bank 
paper  and  gold  at  an  advanced  rate ;  the 
situation  of  trade  between  thii  country 
and  the  Continent  was  particularly  fa- 
vourable, and  the  balance  greatly  m  its 
favour,  which  hot  only  tended  to  raise 
the  exchange  above  par,  but  made  it 
worth  the  foreigners  while  to  liquidate  a 
great  proportion  of  his  debt  by  sending 
gold  to  this  country,  of  which  some  mi^ 
lions  sterling  were  imported ;  when  cir* 
cumstances  changed  and  a  temporary 
balance  existed  against  this  country,  and 
which  could  only  be  liooidated  by  allow- 
ing a  re-exportation  or  bullion,  this  was 
withheld,  and  which  mun  have  tended  to 
increase  the  effect  both  in  reality  and  as 
matter  of  opinion.  In  fact,  I  only  know 
of  two  means  to  liquidate  an  unfavourable 
balance  of  trade,  it  is  either  by  bullion  or 
bankruptcy. 

Would  not  the  exportation  of  any  other 
commodity  to  an  equal  extent,  produce 
the  same  effect  upon  the  balance  of  trade 
as  would  bullion  ? — Yes,  in  as  far  as  it 
would  tend  to  change  the  balance  of 
trade,  and  thus  less  bullion  would  be  re- 
quired to  make  up  any  supposed  defi- 
ciency. « 

JlforcAs,  1810« 
FaANas  Hoamsa,  E«m|.  in  the  Chair. 
Mr.    ^— — .  a  Continental  Merchant^ 
again  called  in  and  examined. 

In  what  way  do  you  think  the  present 
issue  of  bank  noted  and  coud  i\  bankers 
paper  would  operate  to  reduce  the  rate  of 
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^icchangej  ^npppsipg  the  bals^nce  of  trade 
to  be  iji  favour  of  lhi«  couiUry  ? — The 
creater  the  issue,  the  ipore  the  exchange 
Mould  be  lowered ;  and  supposing  that  a 
scarcity  of  the  circulating  medium  of  this 
country  existed,  the  higher  the  exchange 
>vould  be.  Independent  of  ihis direct  effect, 
^  reduction  pf  the  circulaiing  medium 
>vouId  also  have  that  of  lowering  the  prices 
of  every  article,  and  thus  increase  the  fa- 
cility and  ex'entpf  their  export. 

That  in  cdnsequf^nce  of  an  increase  of 
Bnnk  notes  in  circulation,  apd  articU^s  of 
inerchandize  being  raised  in  price,  that 
the  exports  are  less  than  they  otherwise 
ivould  DP,  and  in  that  way  the  operation 
^ji  the  e^change<;  n  to  our  disadvantage  ? 
—Yes,  in  as  far  as  there  is  any  competi- 
tion in  trade  between  this  and  other  coun- 
tries r 

Admitting  that  by  V\  increase  or  de- 
crease of  the  quantity  of  paper  in  circula- 
tion the  prices  of  merchandize  are  increas- 
ed and  decreased,  and  the  exportation 
greater  or  Jesj*,  and  that  the  exchange  is 
qf  conse()uen(  e  indirectly  affected ;  will 
you  explain  more  particularly  the  direct 
9pera!ion  of  an  excess  of  paper  currency 
Qn  the  exchange  ?— An  increase  of  the 
circulating  mediuip  enables  persons  to 
];nake  greater  advances  to  foreigners,  and 
]q[)ore  bills  are  thus  brought  into  the  foreign 
market ;  this  must  have  the  efiect  of  low- 
ering  the  exchange.  Should,  on  the  con- 
trary, a  scarcity  of  money  exist  here^  it 
^ould  become  desirable  to  realize  ^nd  ac- 
celerate the  payment  of  debts  due  to  this 
country;  advances  now  readily  made  to 
them  would  from  necessity  be  curtailed, 
^ud  tbe  foreigner,  who  required  ^  bill  on 
this  country,  would  be  obli|;ed  to  pay  a 
bit;her  price  for  ihatwhicb  was  scarce  than 
if  it  were  abundant.  The  importation,  from 
the  same  causes,  would  be  curtailed;  and 
the  desire  to  raise  money  by  sending  a 
l^reater  quantity  of  goods  abroad,  would  be 
i^ncreased.  However  great  tbe  inconve- 
nience to  individuals^  I  conceive  that  a 
▼c^ry  material  reduction  of  tbe  circulating 
nnedium  in  this  country  (by  which  I  do 
not  mean  to  make  any  distinction  betti(eeii 
coin  and  paper)  wojjid  have  the  imme- 
diate effect  of  raising  the  exchange  so 
far  above  par  as  to  enable  foreigners  to 
tend  bunictn  to  this  country  for  the  liquida- 
tion of  their  diebt»  provided  tbi^  principle 
vere  carried  to  suc.b  w  extremity. 

Wheth^ryou  think  ^«  greater  ndvaa^es 
fp  foreignprs,  which,  you  have  stated*  are 

ijpadi:  iu  congec^uence  oftbe^  ip^r^^  oC 
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the  ciDCobtijig  mediani^  do  not  teoA  to  id* 
crease  tbe  balance  of  tradis  in  favour  of 
England,  and  therefore  to  coooteract  tlte 
direct  cavises  on  the  eychonge^  which  ju 
have  mentioned  ?— -Aa  lax  as  relates  totbt 
iqipprts  into  this  couatry*  itmuat  have  tbe 
contrary  eflect^ 

Is  it  not  the  balance  of  payments,  uA 
not  the  balance  of  trade,  which  afi'ectsthc 
exchange  ?-— As  a  matter  of  iact,  it  im* 
doubledly  is ;  but  io  this,  ai  in  m-A 
other  cases,  ultimate  results  are  antici^^ 
ed  by  the  specalations  of  individuals. 

Supposing  a  diminution    of  the  p^ 
of  Great  Britain  to  take  place,  or  an  ex* 
pectation  of  such  dinainution  genera:!;;  u 
prevail,   would   not   the   fulloviu^  •:« 
follow  ;    would  not  those    £agliib  l.  '- 
chants  who  now  trade  on  borrowed  capital, 
and  order  goods  from  abroad  on  their  04B 
account,  with  a  view  to  importation  hiilxit 
or  juvite  consignments    from  abroad  bf 
offering  to  make  large  ad  vaucesou  xheath 
of  them,  curtail  their  orders  and  lioiit  lU 
extent  of  their  advances,  in  con»eqtKiHe 
of  their  anticipating  increasing  dl&culif 
in  providing  the  means  of  payment ;  voali 
not  this  conduct  on  (heir  part  lesstJi  tht 
quantity  of  drafts  drawn  apoo   them,  aa^ 
lb  us  affect  the  balance  of  payments,  sod 
would  not  this  altejration  in  the  bsiaoce^ 
payments  tend  to  improve  the  British  ex* 
change  { —  I  perfectly  agree  in  tbe  e^<t 
of  the  positions  placed   in   the  forego<D| 
question,  i|s  I  tried    to  explain  in  nj 
preceding  answer. 

Suppose  an  increase  of  paper  curreacy 
to  taice  place,  and  that  currency  not  to  be 
convertible  into  a  medtuoi  cqoimoo  toanr 
other    couutryj    would    not    the  eficc^ 
throughout  such  a  country  he  a  gtne/^ 
rise  in  th^  prices  of  its  produce  ^'bA  com* 
modities  ? — It  is  my  opinion,  th^t  a«  "*' 
crease  of  the  currency  of  any  coootryi 
whether  it  be  paper  not  convertible  ui^ 
coin^  or  such  as  is  coin  itselC  f^'Oiikf  'I* 
variably^have  tnat  tendency*  with  the  (U« 
tinctio|i,  that  if  coin  circulated,  tke  r<^ 
n).edium  of  value  woul^  be  mucit  JB^a 
readily  restored. 

2$uppose  in  one  of  two  countri^iM^/ 
£nij[lau4  the  price  oC  articles  io«S/(^blflgJ| 
fyr  its  paper  circulating  rnedi^B&  it^ 
•  b^  raj^d  in  ^ouseque^c^  oCia  ioccc^ 
Quantity  of  paper  ;  and  anppo^  iM  ^ 
tner  country,  namely  UoUaod,  the  ^ 
ofarjiiclea  in  exchange  for.  ils  cif^^^^ 
{ ip^dium.  should  not  be  raitedi  timers  bt*i4 
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tity  of  ^glUb  paper  neceiBsrily  be  tx* 
chaoged  for  a  dimioished  quimUty  of  Datcb 
currency  ?— Yci,  il  ivould. 

That  is  to  say,  if  English  goods  con- 
tinued to  exchange  for  ihe  same  quantify  as 
before^  of  Dutch  goods,  must  not  the  Eng- 
liah  paper  he  exchanged  for  a  less  qoan- 
tity  of  Dutch  currencVi  in  suqb  a  case  ?— - 
Should  the  ad  fenced  price  of  any  article 
in  this  country  not  curtail  the  qusnlity  to 
be  exported^  it  certainly  would  have  this 
cfiect  in  the  abstract. 

Sup|>osing  the  circuUting  roedioro  to 
const^  airaott  excluMveiy  of  paper,  as  is 
now  the  case  in  England*  and  suppose 
such  paper  to  be  augmented  in  auantitv  ; 
auppo^  also  the  general  price  />t  articles 
in  exchange  for  such  paper  in  England  to 
be  raised,  as  you  have  aamitted  ;  will  not 
such  rise  of  prices  operate  as  a  temptation 
to  foreign  countries  to  enlarge  their  ex- 
port of  gooils  into  England  as  long  as  the 
cxrhan^e  remains  the  same^  inasmuch 
^z  the  advanced  price  of  goods  in  England, 
oth<ir  things  being  equal,  must  give  an 
additional  profit  to  the  foreign  exporting 
merchant  ? — Taking  it  (or  granted  that  the 
exchange  were  to  remain  the  ssme,  it 
would  have  that  effect ;  but  it  is  tlie  ex* 
change  itself  which  would  regulate  such 
operations. 

In  the  case  supposed,  will  not  the  same 
general  advance  of  prices  in  England. 
which  you  stale  in  augmentation  ot*  paper 
to  produce,  operate  as  a  discouragement 
to  the  exportation  of  English  articles  so 
long  as  tlie  exchange  shall  remain  the 
same,  which  shall  be  assumed  to  be^it  par  ? 
^-Yes,  certainly ;  but  it  is  an  assumption 
which,  in  my  opinion  could  nerer  take 
place  in  fact* 

Have  you  not  understood  that  the  ge- 
neral balance  of  trade  has  been  stated  to 
parliament  by  official  authority,  for  seve- 
lal  yeani,  to  be  in  favour  of  this  ooimnry, 
^nd  to  the  amount  of  several  mtlliuns  in 
each  year  ? — Yes  ;  but  I  believe  that  much 
S^tements  did  not  include  the  expendiiurea 
for  the  account  of  Government  abroad. 

Would  not  such  balances  due  onfbmer 
year^  but  aiccruing  for  pigment  only  in 
the  Is^r  year,  hsve  contributed  to  the  ex- 
tent of  that  payment  ao  accruin<3r«  ^  Mr 
tis^  any  extraordinary  demand  for  goods 
imparted  from  the  continent  lasl  year  B-^ 
Xcfb  they  wouMv 

The  balance  of  tcade  for  the  last  veaip  tn 
fiifoqr  o£  this  country,  being  stated  to  he 
moi^K  greater  than,  on  any  former  occasion* 
lw«r  9muh  svppotMig  ttiia  poesmU.  rain  of 


exchangf  to  arise  aolely  froin'tbe  preseiil 
balance  of  payments  being  againai  this 
country^  may  we  expect  to  see  a  balanca 
of  payments,  and  consequent  rate  of  ex« 
change  in'  favour  of  thiscouotry ,  in  proper* 
tion  to  the  favourable  balance  of  trade  ?-^ 
As  I  have  before  triad  to  explain,  that  it  is 
not  the  balance  of  trade  alone  that  rtm 
golates  the  rate  of  exchange  when  bullion 
is  withdrawn  from  its  operations*  as  re» 
latire  to  the  balahces  with  foreign  conn* 
tries,  I  continue  of  opinion  that  the  ba» 
lance  may  be  in  favour  of  thii  country 
and  the  exchange  against  it,  until  that  la 
restored,  which  is  the  only  medium  by 
which  to  regulate  the  par  of  exchange*  I 
woold  further  state  as  my  opinion,  thai 
at  the  present  moment,  and  for  a  sborl 
time  pasit,  the  balances  of  payment  be« 
tween  this  country  and  the  North  of 
Europe  have  been  in  favour  of  England* 

Then  if  the  exchange  was  aiiect^  solely 
by  the  balance,  the  paymenu  of  exchanges 
with  the  North  of  Europe  at  this  moment 
ought,  according  to  the  information  <ui 
which  yeu  have  formed  your  judgment,  A 
have  been  in  favour  of  England  ^««lf  that 
were  the  only  cause  that  influenced  the 
exchange^  it  is  my  opinion,  that  the  ex« 
change  would  have  been  in  favour  of  £ng«i 
land  for  some  time  past. 

Would  not  that  be  the  only  cause  in 
your  opinion,  if  the  paper  currency  o# 
this  country  were  convertible  into  cotn  at 
the  option  of  the  holder  ? — Yes,  with  tb« 
exception  always  of  the  increased  diffi» 
colty  and  expence  which  might  occasion* 
ally  takepmiceto  transport  the  precioun 
melab. 

If  the  depression  in  the  exchange  of 
any  country  arises  solely  from  an  anfavonr* 
able  balance  of  trade  or  of  pnymenisw 
would  not  the-  aaloral  conse^uenee  be  & 
scarcity  of  currency,  and  a  foil  in  th* 
price  of  all  commodities  ^ — Yes^  it  ia  what 
I  have  invariably  observed  i»  several  eouBm 
tries. 

Has  tba  present  greai  depression  of  ik» 
exchange  in  this  country*  as  foe  aa  yenr 
experience  goe%  created  any  sachscatciljr 
of  curroacy  orconsaqnenl  foHin  thepnc» 
of  commodities  ?— 'No,  it  has  not ;  bmk 
the  oaee  cannot  be  assimilated  la  these 
counlries  I  aUuded  to,  where  n  kte^em^ 
poetationol  their  ceinshnabeen  permittadv 
and  in  ceanequence  of  the  rednctios  i» 
thdrciivobtiag  medtnmall  other  ail iei— 
are  folien  its  prico. 

Has  not  sudv  a  acavcily  of  cwraiiey^. 
and  coosaqneot  faB  in  th»  p^  oft 
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iDoditieSi  a  direct  ienddncy  to  remedy  the 
evil  of  an  tmfayourable  excliang^  by  which 
tuch  Scarcity  was  created  ?— Yes,  it  un- 
doobtedly  has. 

TheD>  if  those  effects  are  not  produced 
by  an  unfavourable  state  of  exchange, 
yott  would  ascribe  the  depression  to  some 
other  causes,  and  would  infer  that  some 
other  remedy  must  be  applied?— A  free 
circulation,  and  liberty  to  export  the  coin 
of  the  country,  is  in  my  opinion  the  only 
Actual  remedy ;  if  that  is  not  deemed 
practicable,  I  however  conceive  that  many 
palliatives  may  be  applied. 

Do  you  not  conceive  that  without  a  free 
importation  of  the  coin  of  the  country,  a 
diminution  in  the  amount  of  its  currency 
would  produce  a  fall  in  the  price  of  all 
GommcKiities,  and  a  consequent  rise  of  the 
exchange,  in  the  same  proportion  as  if 
that  diminution  of  currency  had  been  ef- 
fected by  the  export  of  a  part  of  our  coin  ? 
»-I  should  suppose  it  could  only  have  one- 
haif  the  efiect. 

^In  point  of  fact,  has  not  the  exchange 
of  this  country  with  the  North  of  Europe 
been  in  our  favour  since  the  restriction  of 
cash  payments  at  the  Bank  ?-— Yes  it  ha«, 
for  a  considerable*  time,  and  very  mate- 
rially, and  so  much  so  that  a  ereat  part  of 
the  balance  due  to  this  country  was  liqui- 
dated by  bullion  sent  here  from  the  North 
ofKurope. 

Would  it  not  have  continued  in  that 
tame  favourable  state  if  the  currency  of 
Ihe  country  had  been  kept  within  the 
same  limits  in  proportion  to  the  occasions 
of  the  public  as  then  existed,  the  balance 
of  trade  being  generally  in  our  favour  ?— - 
Tbe  balance  of  payments  havuig  occa- 
sionally been  against  this  country,  and 
the  re-exportation  of  the  precious  metal 
being  prevented,  has  been  tbe  cause  of 
the  exchange  continuing  for  such  a  length 
of  time  below  par;  had  those  circum- 
stances not  taken  place,  and  the  circulat- 
ing medium  not  been  increased  here,  and 
money  been  the  principal  circolatinir  me- 
diem  of  this  country,  then  I  am  of  opi- 
nion, that  with  a  favourable  balance  of 
Icade,  tbe  exchange  would  have  been  al« 
mest  invariably  in  favour  of  this  country. 

You  have  stated*  that  the  ezchanse  has 
been  greatly  in  our  favour  since  the  re- 
striction on  the  Bank*  and  that  the  balance 
of  payments  then  due  to  England  was  in 
eeoeeqoence  liquidated  by  great  imporla- 
tions  of  bullion  into  thia  oooniry ;  you 
bave  also  slated,  tkat  in  your  opinion,  tbe 
behaice  ef  p^ments  is  now  is  nor  fsiroar; 


explain  to  the  Comihittee  to  what 
you  ascribe  the  difference  in  tbe  ezchaikge 
between   those  two  periods,   in   each   of 
which  you  conceive  the  balance,  of  paj- 
ments  to  be  in  our  favour?— At  the  period 
of  the  suspension,  the  situation  of  the  tr»ie 
of  this  country  was  very  farourable  to  it: 
the  stoek  of  goods  on  hand,  and   wbirii 
were  required  by  tbe  continent,  was  very 
great;  public  opinion  here  in  favour  of 
the  measure  empowering  the  Bank  to  with- 
hold  cash  payments  was  such,  that  fer 
some  time  no  traffic  at  home  was  carried 
on  between  this  paper  and  coin:  wrbiletbe 
balance  of  trade  therefore  contianed  io 
favour  of  this  country,  the  foreigner  coeid 
only  liquidate  his  debt  by  sending  bnlHoa. 
Had  the  re-exportation  been  allowed,  t 
very  small  proportion  of  such  expoftatioa 
would  have  been  sufficient  to   keep  the 
exchange  at  near  par ;  or  even  the  poblic 
opinion  would  have  fixed  it  at  that  r^te, 
if  it  were  ascertained  that  such  operatiom 
could  take  place  when  required.      This  ast 
being  the  case,  and  some  extraordinary 
causes  (as  explained)  having  taken  place, 
that  depressed  the  exchange,    and  cota 
being  withheld  both  from  internal   circQ* 
lation  and  from  its  operation  with  fbreipi 
countries,  I  conceive  this  to  be  ihe  cao<« 
of  an  unfavourable  rate  of  exchange  dur- 
ing a  period  of  a  favourable  balance  of 
trade.     In  fact,  the  foundation  by  which 
what  is  called  a  pur  of  exchange  ta  fixed, 
no  longer  exists  as  matter  of  fact. 

When  you  slate  that  under  the  present 
restriction  on  the  Bank  of  England,  the 
balance- of  payments  is  not  the  sole  regu- 
lator of  exchange,  and  the  public  opinkm 
is  become  a  substitute  for  it,  in  what  seme 
is  the  Committee  to  understand  that  pubJic 
opinion  operates  in  this  respect ;  is  it,  as 
is  the  case  in  several  states  on  the  conti- 
nent, any  want  of  confidence  in  the  re- 
sources of  this  country,  and  in  the  solidity 
of  the  credii  of  the  Bank,  arising  from  a 
state   of   war  or  any   political  circum- 
stances, or  is  it  merely  an  opinion  thai  to 
long  as  the   Bank  restriction  contiooe% 
whatever  may  be  the  well-fi>unded  confi- 
denes  as  to  the  prosperity  of  the  Bank,  (he 
fluctuations  in  the  exchange  will  not  be 
governed  by  the  same  circnmstances  or 
kept  within  the  same  limits  as  if  soch  r^ 
strietien  did  not  exist ;  and  consequently, 
that  neither  the  extent  or  duration  of  any 
existing  depression  can  be  sobjectsd  lo 
the  same  calculations  as  in  the  oidiairy 
state  of  things  ?— No  want  of  conAdsoca 
eithar  in  tbe  resources  ef  this  ceootiy  or 
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in  the  loUdtty  of  the  Bank  exisu  with  the 
mercantile  body  abroad ;  but  whilst  that 
is  withheld  from  circulation  which  would 
prerentthe  possibility  of  any  depreciation 
of  Bank  paper,  its  value  cannot  be  said  to 
be  regulated  by  a  certain  quantity  of  the 
precious  metaU.  Thus  the  fluctuations  in 
the  exchange  may  be  greater  and  more 
continued,  as  subject  to  matter  of  opinion, 
instead  of  being  reducible  to  matter  of 
fact,  when  coin  or  bullion  at  the  Mint 
price  is  the  foundation  for  the  par  of  ex- 
change. 

You  have  been  asked,  whether  the  pur- 
chaser, at  any  foreign  place  of  exchange, 
of  a  bill  upon  London,  stipulates  for  any 
difference  of  price,  in  consequence  of  being 
liable  to  be  paid  in  Bank  paper;  does  uui 
the  purchaser  of  such  bill  know,  that  he 
cannot  legally  enforce  payment  in  any 
other  currency  ? — ^The  purchaser  of  such 
bill  does  know  that  he  can  enforce  no 
other  payment  tlun  that  in  Bank  paper ', 
and  in  consequence,  it  appears  by  f^cU 
that  have  taken  piace,  that  his  opinion 
with  regard  to  the  value  of  a  pound  ster- 
ling has  been  reduced,  and  that  at  a  time 
when  the  balance  of  payments  have  been 
in  favour  of  this  country.  In  my  opinion, 
this  would  not  have  been  the  case  had  the 
restriction  not  taken  place. 

I^ut  the  balance  of  poyroents  being  at 
present  in  favour  of  this  country,  how  do 
you  account  for  this  diminution  in  the 
Yalue  of  a  pound  sterling? — ^The  opinion 
of  the  foreigner  with  regard  to  the  value 
of  a  pound  sterling  being  once  reduced,  it 
cannot  again  be  raised,  unless  either  he 
himself  changes  his  opinion,  or  others 
chuse  by  speculation  to  raise  the  ex- 
change, whilst  bullion  at  the  Mint  price  is 
withheld.  In  consequence  of  this  opinion, 
I  conceive  it  possible  that  the  interchange 
between  this  and  foreign  countries  may 
continue  at  the  reduced  rate  of  exchange, 
whilst  what  I  call  its  regulator-  is  with- 
held. 

If  option  could  be  secured  to  the  foreign 
purchaser,  that  the  payments  should  be 
made  either  in  guineas  or  Bank  notes, 
would  you  not  give  more  for  a  bill  possess- 
ing those  advantages;  and  at  the  present 
-  rate  of  exchange  and  price  of  gold,  how 
much  more  ?— -w  ith  regard  to  any  single 
operation,  I  believe  little  or  no  ditference 
would  be  made ;  but  as  a  general  measure, 
1  am  confident  it  would  raise  the  opinions 
of  foreigners  with  regard  to  the  value  of  a 
pound  sterling. 
The  exchange  between  Hamburgh  and 


London  during  the  years  1809,  1804  and 
1903,  having  been  in  favour  of  England, 
can  you  account  for  this  seeming  contra* 
diction  of  the  principle  which  you  have 
assumed,  thai  the  present  low  rate  arises 
from  a  paper  circulation  not  being  con- 
vertible into  coin,  independent  of  any 
supposed  excess  of  such  paper  corrency  ? 
— Ha<l  the  balance  of  payments  invariably 
continued  in  favour  of  England,  the  ex* 
change  would,  have  done  so  likewise.  I 
believe  that  in  the  course  of  my  evidence, 
I  have  assigned  a  variety  of  causes  for  tba 
low  rate  of  exchange,  independent  of  the 
inconvertibility  of  paper  into  cash« 

Supposing  the  balance  of  payments  to 
have  continued  uniform  in  favour  of  Eng- 
land, would  not  the  doubling  the  amount 
of  paper  currency  in  England,  at  the  mo« 
ment  even  when  such  balance  was  most 
favourable,  have  very  considerably  de* 
pressed  the  exchanger — In  my  opinion  it 
would.  But  I  most  add,  that  a  very  fa- 
vourable balance  of  trade«  for  a  continua* 
tion  of  a  great  number  of  years,  is  an  im« 
possibility,  as  it  would  oblige  the  foreigner 
to  liauidate  his  debt  by  bullion;  which 
would  increase  in  quantity  here  to  that- 
-extent  so  as  to  produce  the  same  eli^t  hi 
increasing  the  circulating  medium  of  this 
country  as  by  an  excess  of  a  paper  issue* 

Is  not  the  depreciation  of  paper  cor- 
rency, as  to  its  effect  on  foreign  ex- 
changes, the  same  as  would  be  a  debase- 
ment  of  the  com?— -Yes,  certainly ;  with 
the  distinction,  that  the  extent  oF  the  one 
can  be  exactly  ascertained,  but  not  that  of 
the  other. 

If  the  issue  of  paper  by  country  Banks 
did  not  take  place  till  some  time  after  the 
restriction,  and  then  gradually,  must  not 
this  have  affiscted  the  depreciation,  and 
consequently  the  course  of  exchange?— - 
Tending  very  materially  to  increase  the 
circulating  medium  of  this  country,  it  cer- 
tainly most  have  had  that  effect. 

\Vould  the  depreciation  of  currency  in 
any  one  country  afiect  the  intercoorse  with 
another,  on  the  supposition  of  the  exports 
and  imports  between  them  being  exacdy 
equal,  estimated  in  gold  ?«— I  think  that 
this  question  is  best  answered  by  an  exist- 
ing matter  of  fact,  which  is;  that  the  dif- 
ference in  this  country  between  the  ster<» 
ling  value  of  gold  and  the  depreciation  of 
foreign  exchanges,  is  nearly  eqnal* 

May  not  the  depreciation  of  currency 
in  a  country  make  an  apparent  balance 
of  trade  in  its  iavour,  contrary  to  fact  ?-« 
Only  in  as  far  as  the  rate  bean  upon  the 
balance. 


Martha,  1810. 
pKANcift  Horner^  esq.  in  th^  chair* 

JovM  Whitmohb,.  esq.  the  Governor  of 
the  Bank<  of  Engraiid,  John  Pbarse, 
esq.  Deputy  Governor  of  the  B4nk 
of  £ngland>  called  in  together  and 
examiiied. 

Supposing  the  excfbss  of  the  market 
price  of  gold  in  bank  notes  above  the  Mint 
price  to  be  five  per  cent,  and  that  in  con- 
sequence  a  drain  of  guineas  takes  place 
from  the  Bank,  and  the  Bank  by  diminish- 
ing the  amount  of  its  outstanding  de* 
mands,  raises  the  value  of  its  paper  five 
per  cent,  in  the  manner  described  in  a 
fbrmer  answer,  would  not  the  result  be  to 
1}ring  the  mvrket  and  the  Mint  price  of 
gold  to  a  par,  and  consequently  to  put  a 
gtop  to  the  demand  for  guineas  ?— I  wish 
tb  hare  fbrther  time  to  consider  of  this 


question.  i 

*  On  what  principle  is  it  now  the  prac- 
tice of  the  Bank  to  regolatc  the  general 
■tmount  of  their  loans  and  discounts;  and 
what  is  the  principle  antecedent  to  the 
restriction  ;  namely,  do   they  endeavour 
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the  anioimt  of  oat  diieonots  tnd  %U  «!• 
vances  being  report^  to  the  court  of  dh 
rectors. 

Do  you  ever  iiiifiit  tlie  ezf^t  of  yo« 
discounts  to  merchants,  by  coniidensin 
of  the  amount  of  your  notes  out  in  cin» 
lation  ? — ^The  attention  of  the  court  being 
constantly  drawn  to  the  amount  of  oor 
not^s  in  circulation^  certainly  dees  ope- 
rate upon  us^  either  to  the  reduction « 
the  increase. 

Do  you  advert  to  the  difference  b^ 
tween  the  market  and  Mint  price  of  gold' 
— I  wish  to  have  time  to  consider  iliM 
question. 

Supposing  the  Bank  to  be  now  piyiis 
in  cash^  would  it  not  necessarily  tt^ 
rience  a  great  drain  of  gold  in  cod» 
quence  of  the  high  price  of  hulliootf^ 
the  unfavourable  state  of  the  Exchange .'- 
Most  unquestionably  it  would. 

Supposing  the  Bank  to  be  now  pajiif 
in  cash,  and  to  experience  such  dnin, 
would  they  not  be  disposed  under  vA 
circumstances  to  reduce  in  some  6^^ 
their  discounts  to  merchants  and  ^ 
loans  to  government  ?— Most  unquestiixt- 


resiriciion  ;  nameiy,  uo   mcy  cnucarwur     luaiis  lu  government  r— niosi  unqw»n«^ 
principally  to  lend  to  such  an  amount  as    ably  tbcy  would,  if  considered  only  witk 


shall  serve  to  keep  the  quantity  of  Bank 
of  England  notes  nearly  at  their  usual 
level,  or  do  they  enlarge  their  advances  to 
merchants  when  the  merchants  happen  to 
extend  their  demands  for  discount,  al- 
though by  gratifying  such  demands  the 
qtiantiiy  of  paper  should  be  in  some  de- 
gree increased ;  or  do  they  regulate  the 
amount  of  their  discourrts  and  loans,  and 
thereby  also  the  circulating  paper,  by  a 
reference  to  the  state  of  the  exchange 
and  to  the  difference  between  the  market 
price  and  the  Mint  price  of  gold  ;  or  upon 
what  other  principles  do  they  proceed  ?— i 
We  do  not  comply  with  the  demands  lor 
discounts  to  the  extent  demanded  of  us  ; 
it  has  always  reference,  not  only  to  the 
solidity  of' the  paper,  but  to  the  "amount 
of  the  accommodation  the  individual  ap- 
plying, for  it  already  has.  We  never  dis- 
cDunl  without  tho?e  circumstances  being 
considered ;  namely,  the  amount  already 
given  to  the  individual,  the  solidity  of  the 
paper,  and  the  appearance  of  its  being 
issued  for  commercial  purposes.  I  am' 
prepared  to'  say,  that  I  do,  not  advert  to 
thfe  circumstance  of  the  exchanges,  it 
appearitig  upon  a  reference 'to  the  amount 
of  Our  notes  in  circulation,  and  the  course 
of  exchange,  thai  they  frequently  have  no 
connexion ;  there  is  no  accommodation 
9rdiscoiint  granted  without  pedodit:ally 


reference  to  the  Bank  ;  but  that  would  be 
attended  with  great  injury  to  public 
credit. 

By  taking  public  credit  into  y oor  c«h 
sideration.on  such  emergency,  do  yw 
mean  only  the  accommodation  of  goins- 
ment,  or  do  you  include  besides  tbar«  ^ 
saccommodation  of  the  mercantile  world! 
— I  would  include  both  consideratiora. 

Let  me  suppose  a  case  in  which  no  d^ 
mands  were  made  upon  the  Bank  by  go* 
vernment    for    unusual   accoraoiodation^ 
but  an   unusual  demand    was  made  by 
merchants  for  increased  fucilities  of  dis- 
count J    would  the  Bank  in  such  •  cs« 
consider  itself  as  bound,  in  order  to  «!>• 
purl  public  credit,  to  grant  that  io<^'*** 
of  discounts,   although  there*  was  s  r«fl 
upon  it  for  gold,  occasioned  by  the  ^l 
price  of  bullion  and  the  unfavoorab '<?*** 5 
of  the  exchange  ?— »I  desire  lime  to  consf 
der  that  question 

Supposmg  the  Bank  to  be  now  py»"| 
in  ca^h,  and  to  experience  a  drain  ^^* 
as  just   mentioned ;  and  supposing  ^ 
also  to  afibrd  precisely  the  saine*«**o 
the  way  of  loan  as  before  ;  wo«W  »^ 
Jiminutinn   of   their   paper  take  P'*J^ 
which  would  be  proportionate  to ^.-t^ 
minution  of  their  .Htodc  ofgttinrt**|^' 
the  drain  would  occasion,  i*»**''**^*^\^, 
every  person  coming  to  dtflian**  IP^**^ 
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would  gite  in  •xcbnig«  lor  them  ail 
equal  quantilty  of  bank  notes«  which  would 
be  cancelled  r— I  woold  wish  for  tim^  to 
conaidor  that  question. 

li  there  not  reason  lo  sospact.  that  the 

preaent  nnfaToorable  iiate  of  the  exchange 

may  be  in  part  owing  to  tha  waht  of  tliat 

limitation  of  paper  which  osed  to  take 

place  before  toe  suspension  of  the  cash 

payments  of  the  Bank,  on  the  occasion  of 

the  exchanges  becoming  unfiivourable  ? 

—My  opinion  is»  I  do  not  know  whelher 

It  ia  that  of  the  Bank  that  the  amoaat  of 

oor  paper  circQlation  has  no  reftreace  at 

all  to  the  state  of  the  exchange. 

•    Has  tHftt  question  erer  been  bronght  to 

a  regular  discussion  and  decision  in  the 

eourt  of  directota  ?— In  the  opinion  of  the 

Bank   directors,    it   had    not   sufficient 

bearing  opon  our  concerns  to  make  it  more 

than  a  matter  of  conversation ;    it  never 

was  ilngly  and  separately  a  sobjiact  of 

discttssion«  though  constantly  in  view  wi^ 

other  circumstances. 

Mr.  IVarsr. — The  Tarying  prices  of  the 
Hamburgh  exchange  compared  with  the 
Tarying  amount  of  Bank  notes  at  diffe- 
rent periods,  seem  to  prove  that  the 
amount  of  Bank  notes  in  circqlation  has 
not  had  an  influence  on  the  exchange. 

Mr.  WkUmor€»*^l  will  oif  a  future  day 
produce  such  statements  as  to  the  Ham- 
Durg  exchanges,  and  the  amount  of  Bank 
notes  at  corresponding  times,  as  will  eluci- 
date this. 

Has  the  effect  of  the  quantity  of  paper 
upon  the  state  of  exchanges  and  the  price 
of  bullion  been  more  taken  into  conside- 
ration by  the  coun  of  directors  within 
the  last  nine  months,  than  it  has  usually 
been  at  former  periods  ?-^I  should  say 
more  frequently,  but  not  more  formally. 

Would  not  a  limitation  of  the  discounts 
by  the  Bank  of  England,  on  a  demand 
upon  them  for  guineas  jn  consequence  of 
an  unfiiTOurable  state  of  exchange,  render 
it  necessary  for  the  country  banks  to  be 
more  cautious  in  their  advances,  and  also 
tend  to  create  an  increased  demand  for 
guineas  for  such  counKry  bsnks,  and 
thereby  to  diminish  in  both  tbote  respects 
the  amount  of  their  circulation  ?-*!  have 
no  knowledge  of  what  conduct  the  coun- 
try banks  woold  think  necessaiy  to  pursue 
upon  such  an  occasion;  if  the  country 
banb  were  to  act  in  the  manner  in  which 
the  Bank  of  England  does  act,  in  never 
Ibrcing  notes  into' circulation,  and  making 
advances  only  upon  good  security  of  bills 
ktjihort  datei«  I  coikreive  that  the  amoont 
f  01..  XYiu-^Appmdix, 


of  the  codntry  circulatieii  woidd  be  dimi- 
nished in  such  a  case. 

From  what  causes  do  you  apprehend 
the  present  low  state  of  (he  foreigner* 
changes  lo  proceed?*-*!  apprehend  it 
arises  from  more  than  one  cause:  th« 
balance  of  payments  is  at  present  yery 
much  against  this  country ;  and  in  the 
present  state  of  the  commerce  of  the  Con* 
tinent^  the  traffic  in  bills  of  exchange  is  ao 
much  distnrbed  froni  ita  regular  coutteb 
that  the  payments  which  this  country  faaa 
to  make  abroad  are  not  facilitated  and 
equalised  as  in  former  times. 

What  is  the  preaent  atate  of  exchange 
between  this  coantr^  and  Portugal?-^ 
More  in  favour  of  this  country  than  it  haa 
hitherto  been.. 

Doei  not  that  foyoorable  exchan^ 
arise  from  the  circumstance  of  half  being 
paid  in  specie  and  half  in  paper  in  Porta* 
gal,  which  paper  is  at  a  discount  of  9f 
per  cent.?«*The  payment  in  paper  at 
Lisbon  has  existed  ior  many  years^  and 
the  discount  upon  it  has  varied* 

You  haye  stated,  that  the  balance  of 
payments  is  diflerent  from  the  balance  of 
trade ;  most  not  those  balances  be  gene- 
rally the  same  under  ordinary  circum- 
stances of  poatppned  payments  of  former 
years  compensating  ror  those  deferred  in 
the  present?— A  very  considerable 
market  for  our  manufactures  is  recently 
opened  in  South  America. 

Are  there  any  circumttances,  tending 
to  disarrange  those  ballances,  existing  any 
where  but  in  our  trade  with  South  Ame- 
rica ?«— In  Europe  at  present,  owing  to  the 
ctrcnitotts  import  with  the  interior  of  the 
Continent 

Whether,  since  the  suspensioh  of  the 
payments  in  cash  down  to  the  present 
time  there  has  been  any  material  exten- 
sion of  commercial  discounts  ? — 1  wish  to 
have  time  to  consider  that  question. 

March  12,  1810, 

FeaActs  Hosxcex,  Esq.  in  the  Ghai^, 

Abraham  Goldsmid,  Esq.  called  in  and 

Examined. 

Mr*  Goldsmid,  I  am  a  partner  in  the 
house  of  Goldsmid,  son,  and  Eliason;  ^e 
are  merchants  dealing  also  in  exchanges. 

What  is  the  present  rate  of  exchange 
on  Amsterdam  ?— Sis.  and  five  grotea 
Flemish  banco  for  a  pound  sterling,  enqjual 
to  nine  guilders  eight  aiui  an  half  stivera 
banco  for  a  pound  sterling. 

Hxm  mnch  per  cent,  n  tfaatf  below  pir  ? 

(2Aj 
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-T^^From  16  to  20  per  cent,  below  par ; 
but  the  par  is  not  exactly  ascertained,  on 
account  of  our  par  being  in  gold  and  that 
of  Ahasterdam  in  9ilver.> 

Instating  it  to  be  from  16  to  20  per 
cent,  below  par,  have  you  taken  into  con- 
sideration the  relative  value  of  gold  and 
silver  in  bothplaces? — Yes. 

What  is  the  present  rate  of  exchange 
on  Hamburgh  f— ^28«..and  10  grotes  Flem- 
ish banco  for  a poundsterlingy  or  10  marcs 
1S#. 'Hamburgh  banco  for  a  pound  ster* 
ling. 

How  much  per  cent  is  that  below  par? 
*— Nearly  as  much  below  par  as  that  on 
Amsterdam;  the  depreciation  is  nearly 
the  same. 

What  is  the  present  ratei>f  exchange  on 
Paris  } — The  last  exchange  was  20  livres 
for  a  pound  sterling.  I  have  not  been 
doing  any  business  in  French,  exchanges, 
'dmd  therefore  cannot  tell  the  bxact  rate, 
but  it  is  rather  worse  than  with  Amsterdam 
and  Hamburgh.' 

What  would  be  the  difference  in  value 
between  the  napolean  and  a  guinea? — 
A  guinea,  if  allowed*  to  be  exported, 
would  fetch  about  25«.  at  Paris. 

What  18  the  present  rate  of  Exchange 
*on  Portugal  h — b5\  per  mill  ree* 
•     How  much  below  par  ?— I  myself  have 
no  transactions  in  Portugal,  and  I  there- 
fore cannotspeak  to  that  at  thismomcint. 

Are  you  acquainted  with  the  American 
excbangefe  ^— Not  at  all. 

What,  in  the  present  circumstances,  do 
you  reckon  the  cost  and  risk -of  sending 
'.  gold  from  this  country  to  AoMterdam  ? 
-—I  should  think,  under  the  preseiU  cir- 
cumstances, that  iti^  really  impossible  to 
send  gold  to  Holland. 

How  long  have  circumstances  rendered 
that   impossible  ?—^ About  a  month  or  6 
<  weeks,  since  the  recent  political  changes 
in  the  state  of  Holland. 

What  is  the  expence  of  sending  specie 
to  Hamburgh  ?^— We  have  not  sent  any 
goki  direct  to  Hamburgh  these  5  years ; 
nont'  has  gone,  except  either  by  Amster- 
dam or  through  Heligoland,  and  some  'by 
Gottenburg. 

''  Speaking  of  the  4ast  5  or  6  months  of 
the  preceding  year,  what  was  the  expence 
of  sending  gold  to  Holland  ?' — It  varied 
exceedingly,  according  to  the  insurance. 

How  much  did  it  vary  ?-— From  4  to  7 
per  cent,  for  all  charges  covering  the  risk, 
as  well  as  the  cost  of  transportation. 

Do  you  know  what  was  the  espensci 
in  th«  same  period,  of  sending  tpecie  to 


France?— I  do  not  know  that  any  «« 
sent  to  France. 

During  the  last  5  or  6  montiiaofihe  Iflt 
year,  were  the  exciiangea  on  Haaubargb 
and  Amsterdam  as  low  as  those^whidi 
you  have  mentioned  ?^-Yes,  as  km,  efcs 
lower ;  that  on  Hamburgh  was  as  low  » 
28.  2.  and  on  Holland  as  low  as  30. 10. 

During  that  same  period,  has  the  {mcc 
of  gold  at  Hamburgh  fluctuated  nradt^ 
— Not  much,  not  more  than  5  a'  4  per 
cent.;  it  has  not  been  more  than8{« 
^  per  cent,  above  par,  nor  lower  tku4 
per  cent,  above  par,  the  par  being  96. 

Do  you  know  what  has  been  the  prioi 
of  silver  at  Hamburgh  for  the  noi 
period  ? — The  price  of  bar  silver  at  Haa- 
burgh  is  always  fixed  ;  it  remains  at  27. 
to.  which  isiu  par;  the  bank  recetm 
it  at  that  price,  and  i  believe  gives itn 
27.  12. 

Is  there  any  variation  at  Hambargk  a 
the.  price  of  silver  coin  ?— Ye«»  there  i«. 

What  is  that  owing  to  ?«-To  the  dif- 
ferc^nt  demands  .there  may  be  from  ocber 
t:ount}'ies,  which  require  si. 

6till  speaking  of  the  same  period,  wbt 
has  been  the  price' of  ^old  at  Amstcrdaai 
as  compared  with  the  par  ?-rThe  prici 
of*  gold  at  Amsterdam  has  be  A  as  bifH  ai 
J  7  \  per  cent,  aboo'e  par,  and  as  low  a 
1  $4^  above  par,  which  it  is  now. 

What  is  the  par  of  gold  at  Amsteniaffi' 
— 335  guilders  per  marc  fine. 

Kf»w  long  has  the  price  of  goU  »t  Ao^ 
sterdara  be^n  so  much  above  its  par?'* 
cannot  answer  that  question. 

Do  yon  ever  remember  its  being  << 
par  ? — ^About  20  years  ago  I  remeoib* 
it  being  only  from  .  1  to  :( per  cent,  sbovt 
par. 

Speaking  of  the  same  5  or  0  months  x 
before,  wliat  has  befen  the  price  of  silrer 
bullion  at  Amsterdam  ? — There  \aM^^ 
no  bar  silver  exported  from  this  coontnr 
to  Amsterdam  within  tha^  time,  and  tbeiv- 
K>re  I  do  not  know  the  price  of  bar  silvt^i 
dollars  have  been  from  50  todl|>t>^^ 
current  for  a  dollar. 

How  do  you  sell  gold  at  AsnsterdsiBf  t| 
the  Bank  does  not  receive  it  ?— h  tf  ^"^ 
to  individuals  at  so  much  per  nisrc  Bflti 
as  the  price  may  be ;  the  xr^omf^,^ 
completed  in  current  money,  upon  wl^«di 
of  course,  if  bills  are  bought,  die  sgi^ 
must  be  calculated  in  the  price  of  g^'^'' 
Amsterdam;  the  agio  must  be  ^^ 
added  or  deducted,  as  it  may  exis^  ^ 
tw«en  bank  money  and  the  ^^'^''^y*  tj 

Yott  haTe  stated  that  %  guiiict»  or  8^ 
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«qtial  to  what  it  contained  in  a  guinea*  i 
11  worth  about  25s.  at  Parity  that  is  a  I 
difiereneeof  8/.  Ids.  upon  44  guineas  and  a 
half;  so  that  ^old  equal  in  weight  to  what 
is  contained  in  44  guineas  and  a  halfj 
would  sell  at  Paris  for  55L  ISt.  Od. ;  do 
you  mean  to  say  that  the  above  quantity 
of  gold  would  purchase  at  Paris  a  bill  on 
London  for  55L  15^.  64.  ?— Nearly  ao. 

What  would  a  pound  of  gold  in  London 
cost  at  what  you  have  stated  to  be  the 
present  market  price  of  gold  in  London, 
namely,  4/.  12f.  per  ounce  i^^SSl.  4«. 

Does  it  not  follow  from  what  you  have 
now  8tated>  that  the  pound  of  gold  in 
London  and  at  Paris  is  at  present  nearly 
of  the  same  value,  the  difterence  being 
only  7t.  6d.  per  pound  ?<— It  does. 

What  bill  on  England  could  be  pur- 
chased at  Hamburgh,  according  to  the  last 
accounts  of  the  course  of  exchange,  for 
100  ounces  of  English  standard  gold  ?-— 
about  4fi0/. 

How  much  English  standard  gold  for 
exportation  could  be  purchased  in  London 
for  460/.  ?^100  ounces. 

Then  the  price  of  gold  at  Hamburgh) 
and  the  price  of  gold  in  London  are  nearly 
equal  ?— They  are. 

Is  not  the  exchange  at  par  between  two 
countries  when  a  given  amount  of  the 
currency  pf  the  one  or  the  other  will  pur- 
chase an  equal  amount  of  bullion  of  a 
given  purity  in  either  ? — I  always  under* 
stood  it  so. 

If  100  ounces  of  gold  of  standard  purity 
at  Hamburgh  would,  at  the  present  course 
of  exehange,  purchase  a  bill  upon  Lon- 
don of  460iL  and  if  4<K>/.  in  London  would, 
purchase  only  95  ounces  of  gold  of  the 
same  purity,  would  not  the  exchange  of 
HambuTRh  upon  London  be  5  per  cent  in 
favour  of  London  f-*lf  the  price  at  Ham- 
burgh was  such  that  the  produce  of  100 
ounces  of  gold  sold  there  would  purchase 
a  bill  of  4^0^  upon  London,  and  that  bill 
in  London  would  only  purchase  95  ounces 
of  sold,  then  the  excbaoge  would  cer- 
tainly be  5  per  cent,  in  favour  of  England. 

In  ordinary  times,  when  our  gold  coin 
is  at  its  standard,  can  the  exchange  be 
depressed  lower  by  the  state  of  balance  of 
payments  than  what  it  costs  to  transport 
specie  or  bullion  ? — Sometimes  one  way 
and  sometimes  the  other,  over  and  above 
such  expence. 

How  much  over  and  above  such  expence 
do  you  conoeive?*— I  have  known  it  difier 
as  much  as  5  per  cent,  either  way* 
Can  so  gr#at  a  diftrence  as  5  per  cent. 


continue  for  any  oonsideraUe  time  ?— >I 
have  known  from  1  to  5  per  cent,  con- 
tinue fiMT  3  or  4  years. 

How  long  did  it  ever  continue  so  high 
as  5  per  cent  ?— *!  have  known  it  5  per  ^ 
cent,  but  very  seldom,  and  not  for  a  long 
time  tosether. 

You  have  stated,  that  the  sum  of  400/* 
would  be  produced  by  a  100  ounces  of 
gold  of  standard  fineness  at  Hamburgh^ 
and  that  the  same  quantity  of  gold  would 
be  purchased  by  the  same  sum  in  London 
at  the  present  price  of  foreign  gold  ;  then  ^ 
is  not  the  exchange  of  Hamburgh  upon* 
London  now  at  par?-~No;  because  you 
are  paying  in  London  4/.  1 2s.  for  what  is 
iatrinsically  worth  3/.  17«.  10|.  according 
to  the  coinage  price. 

Inasmuch  as  you  have  stated,  that  the 
same  amount  of  English  currency  would 
purchase  the  same  quantity  of  gold  both 
here  and  at  Hamburgh,  in  wh^t  does  the 
difference  in  the  exchange  at  this  moment 
consist  ?— The  difference  consists  in  the 
price  of  foreign  gold  of  standard  fineness^ 
the  price  being  stated  in  pounds  sterling 
which  is  the  currency  of  this  country, 
being  so  much  above  the  Mint  price. 

Although  the  exchange  between  Lon- 
don and  Hamburgh  were  a4)parently  so 
much  against  Hamburgh  as  40f.  per  pound 
sterling,  would  you  not  still  deem  the 
exchange  to  be  at  par,,  if,  in  point  of  fact 
'UV  banco  purchased  exactly  the  same 
quantity  of  bullion  at  Hamburgh  as  one 
pound  sterling  purchased  in  London?— 
The  difference  in  the  price  of  gold  will 
vary  in  proportion  to  the  depreciation  in 
the  price  of  the  paper. 

And  would  not  your  answer  be  the 
same  if  I  were  to  make  the  same  supposi^ 
tion,  stating  the  exchange  at  2tt/.  10s.  ?-— 
It  would  be  vice  ver$d. 

Is  not  gold,  in  the  form  of  English  coin, 
kept  at  present  within  the  value  thai 
might  be  procured  for  it  by  enactments  of 
law  ? — I  think  not ;  it  is  beneath  its  ima- 
ginary, but  not  its  intrinsic  worth. 

To  what  causes  do  you  ascribe  the  pre«- 
sent  depression  of  the  exchange  so  much 
as  from  16  to  20  per  cent,  below  par  ?— I 
think  that  foreigners  being  the  carriers  oif 
the  tra<ie  between  the  Continent  and  Ens- 
land  at  present  tei>ds  in  some  considerable 
dogree,  and  many  other  things  that  hava 
not  come  within  my  knowledge  or  taken 
my  attention. 

Hav«  you  ever  had  an  opportunity  of 
considering,  in  any  other  country,  the  ef- 
fect of  a  forced  or  ej^ce&slve  paper  cur* 
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mtcy  upon  the  ftreiga  exchanges  of  that 
cooDtry  with  oiber^  ?<^i  have  read  or 
heard  of  a  forced  paper  -currency  having 
veiy  ruinous  efiects,  as  an  France. 

The  qaestion  goes  to  the  efl^t  of  such 
p^er  currency  upon  the  foreign  ex- 
changes of  fhe  coiiintry  ? — ^The  excbanges 
Will  always  hear  a  proportion  to  ibe  dis- 
bount  of  the  currency,  as  in  all  Ibrced 
paper  currency  they  have  invariably  done. 

IS  it  not  one  enect  of  such  a  forced 
paper  currenoy>  to  raise  in  the  country  it*" 
self  the  nominal  prices  of  all  commodities  ? 
—I  beg  to  be  excused  from  answering 
that  question;  I  am  not  a  competent 
judge ;  it  is  a  political  question. 

Suppose  the  currency  of  any  country 
consisted  entirely  of  precious  metals,  and 
that  it  were  possible  entirely  to  prevent 
the  exportation  of  any  excess  of  that  cur-, 
rency  to  other  countries,  would  not  an 
excess  of  such  metallic  currency  raise  the 
prices  of  commodities  ? — That  is  the  same 
sort  of  question  as  the  la8t>  which  I  do  not 
think  myself  competent  po  answer. 

l}o  you  not  conceive  that  if  the  Bank  of 
England  had,  during  the  last  year,  been 
Hable  to  pay  its  notes  in  gold,  and  that 
gold  coin  had  been  abundant  in  this  coun- 
try, the  expOTtation  of  that  gold,  though 
carried  oyi  contrary  to  law,  would  have 
had  the  effect  of  preventing  the  exchanges 
from  falling  quite  so  low  as  they  Have 
done  ?— I  do  not  think  that  the  export  of 
gold  contrary  to  law  could  be  carried  on 
to  that  extent,  to  prevent  the  exchanges 
from  falling  but  in  a  small  degree. 

Whether  the  exportation  of  gold  would 
produce  any  other  effect  upon  the  ex- 
f:hange  than  would  the  exportation  of  an 
equal  amount  of  any  other  commodity  ?— • 
^,  it  »ft  exactly  ^he  same. 

You  have  stated,  that  gold  at  Amster-  : 
^m  has  been  as  high  as  47^  per  cent, 
mbove  their  par,  can  you  assign-  any  rea- 
son for  that  ? — I  cannot. 

When  gold  is  above  par,  would  you  not 
say,  when  compared  with  guilders,  ^the 
currency  of  Holland,  that  guilders  are  'de- 
preciated in  value? — ^No,  I  should  not. 
'  According  to  this  principle,  does  it  fol- . 
low  that  bank  notes  must  be  depreciared 
when  compared  with  gold,  the  Mint  price 
of  guineas  being  3/.  I7s.  \0{d.  and  the 
market  price  of  gold  4/.  I2f.  ? — I  never 
•considered  bank  notes  a«  depreciated. 

Do  you  consider  gold  and  silver  as  the 
only  regulators  of  the  exchange  ?— No,  I 
do  not;  1  consider  the  imports  and  ex- 
ports of  the  country  as  the  regulators  of 
the  exchange. 


^  Have  you  ever  heard  ^faat  it  »r  pan  «f 
the  consideraticin  of  th£  taloer  of  m  bill  at 
Hamburgh  upcm  London,  that  Cbe 
of  the  payment  of  th^  bill  is 
bank  notes?-— The  man  who  talEea  a  faUi 
at  Hamburgh  on  Lcubdon  pufchaaeB  h  fcr 
purposes  of  his  own,  either  to  pmcfaaae  a 
commodity  or  to  pay  a  debt;  uieweSar^  if 
he  pays  his  debt  by  a  bill '  &pon  Ijm  ' 
the  Englishman  Is  tetiafied  with  Uie 
rency  in  exchange,  which  he  pau 

Were  the  present  difficulties  of 
ing  commodities  from  this  coimtry  to  the 
Continent  removed,  is  it  your  opinion  tint 
the  price  of  boUiop  wbutd  doBiimie  at  its 
present  high  rate?*J  should  Uiink  it 
would  in  a  great  measure  tend  to  4c ci ease 
the  price  of  foreign  bullion. 

Then  you  attribute,  in  a  materiai  di^ 
gree,  the  present  high  price  of  balKoo  to 
that  interruption  ?-»I  do,  in  sooke  measure 
certainly. 

From  your  experience,  is  thora  at  pi«* 
sent,  either  in  Hamburgh  or  Ijondon,  as 
much  capital  or  as  many  tndividuaU  cos- 
cemed  in  exchange  operations,  as  hereto* 
fore  ?— Exchange  operations  are  far  more 
limited,  and  much  fewer  persons  engaged 
in  them  than  there  were  at  former  periods. 

Does  not  the  regulation  of  the  ezohange 
therefore  fall  at  pre&eqt  much  within  tfa< 
control  of  individuals  ?-^t  always  did  hR 
within  ^he  control  of  individunb;  it  it 
exactly  in  that  respect  as  herHofoi^,  only 
they  are  not  the  same  persons  now  as  they 
were  formerly,  nor  are  they  so  nomerooL 

Is  it  not  the  practice  for  indivldnals  lo 
purchase  foreign  bulli«m  to  send  to  the 
Continent,  for' the  purpose  to  draw  or  be 
remitted  against  ?--4  have  v^y  oflon  doos 
that,  when  it  could  be  done  to  advantage. 

I>oes  not  the  proportion  of  that  advan- 
tage depend  upon  the  low  rate  of  ex- 
change i — ^As  much  as  it  does  opon  the 
price  of  bullion  on  the  other  side« 

IX>es  not  the  present  low  rate  of  ex- 
change create  the  demand  and  the  hij^ 
price  of  bullion  I— The  preaent'  high  price 
of  bullion  is  on  account  of  th^  low  tate  of 
exchange. 

Whether  the  price  of  gold  here  does 
not  rise  in  proportion  to  the  price  of  ex* 
change,  and  iall  in  the  same  degree? — Ip 
general  it  does,  unless  there  &  in  export 
or  import  from  some  other  part  of  the 
Continent  of  Europe  or  America, 

If  you  could  procure  100  gainsas  ia 
England  for  tosL  in  Bank  nottt,  and  the 
law  would  admit  of  your  sendbig  tooh 
guineas  to  iiamburghy  shoahl'^on'Mit  bo 
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nwbtod  to  renit  finooi  Hamborgh  lo  the 
amount  of  at  lout  lfl0(.  and  fo  ropoat  fbif 
oporalion  indafDitely  so  loog  at  yoa  could 
prpcore  100  nineas  in  fiighuid  and  traba* 
mil  tkam  lo  Hamborgh^  ihe  exchange  re- 
nainiog  the  same  ?— Certainly. 

It  is  yoor  opinion  that  the  circnlating 
medimn,  as  enttrsly  confined  to  paper  in 
this  country,  prodoces'any  effect' upon 
foreign  exchanges}— I  do  not  profess 
my sedf  competent  to  give  my  opinicfn  upon 
that. 

Whether  to  yonr  knowledge  the  expor^ 
tation  of  gold  doring  the  last  year«  to  the 
Continent^  was  considerable^  compared 
with  former  years  ?— It  may  hare  ez« 
ceeded  the  year  before  doable. 

March  IS,  1810. 

FsANcis  (ioaNBR»  Esq.  in  the  Chair. 

John  Wbitmokb^  Esq.  the  Governor,  and 
John  Pbahse*  Esq.  the  Deputy  Go* 
▼emor  of  the  Bank  of  England,  called 
in  together  ;  and  Examined. 

[Id  reference  to  the  last  examination^ 
Mr.  Wbitmore  delivered  in  a  paper,  inti- 
tuled '*  The  amount  of  Bank  Notes  in  cir- 
culation on  Saturday  night  in  each  week 
of  the  yc^r  17Q7,  and  the  course  of  ex- 
change on  Hamburgh  on  the  fol  lowing 
Tuesday.*'— "Mr.  Pestr^e,  in  reference  to 
his  eviaence  the  last  time  he  was  before 
the  Committee,  delivered  in  a  paper,  inti- 
tuled *'  A  comparison  of  the  amount  of 
Bank  Notes,  and  Rates  of  the  Hamburgh 
Exchange  at  various  periods."] 

Can  vou  give  the  Committee  any  more 
particular  iiHbrmatton  than  when  you  were 
last  here,  as  to  the  state  of  exchange  he* 
tween  this  country  and  Portugal  ?  - 

Mr.  Ifhtmore.  The  compmsory  receipt 
of  the  government  paper  in  Portugal  is 
not  confined  to  Lisbon,  but  extends  gene- 
rally all  over  the  kingdom,  and  afiects  the 
exchange  at  Oporto  as  well  as  at  Lisbon ; 
but  whether  the  discount  is  the'' same  in 
both  places  I  cannot  state,  I  rather  believe 
it  vanes ;  the  present  exchange  from  Lon- 
don on  Lisbon  is  65{;  it  bas  been  as  high 
as  69,  and  I  think  70,  within  these  two 
years. 

Was  it  at  any  time  above  par  in  the 
course  of  the  last  year  ^-^  do  not  bear 
that  circumstance  in  mind. 

What  was  the  lowest  point  to  which  it 
was  depressed  in  the  course  of  the  last 
year  ^^1  believe  it  will  be  ^nd«  by  a 
reference  to  the  tables,  ttiat  it  vris  at  (14 
the  bei^MiiBg  of  last  year. 


iRp  JQU  hiow  y¥f t  A*  prwe  9f  OelA 
bnHipn  hw  he^P  ^  Lishoo  in  ^p  coqnm 
of  th^  last  year,  or  i^  prip^  at  present  ?— 
There  is  op  public  sale  of  gold  at  Lisbon; 
I  hate  known  a  premiuip  given  for  heavy 
coiii. 

Do  yon  mean  that  there  is  no  market 
price  of  gold  at  Lisbon,  either  as  bollio» 
or  in  the  shape  of  foreign  coin  ? — Foreign 
coin  I  cannot  speak  to»  but  as  buUioQ  I 
believe  not. 

Is  there  any  market  price  of  silver  bul- 
lion, or  silver  foreign  coin^  at  Ii«bo|i  or 
Oporto}— I  believe  there  is  foreign  silver 
coin. 

.  Dp  you  know  what  the  price  of  foreigo 
silver  coin  is  by  the  last  accounts  at  Lia» 
bon«  or  what  it  h^  been  -  recently  ?^-| 
have  had  no  advices  from  thenee  on  tha^ 
subject. 

In  the  course  of  the  last  year,  do  you 
know  whether  there  has  been  any  rise  or 
fall  in  that  price  ?— I  cannot  say^  for  want 
of  advices. 

If  the  dealers  in  gold  were  to  create  a 
great  demand  for  Bank  of  England  notes* 
that  would  create  an  alarm  among  the 
holders  of  notes,  who  would  hoard  them 
in  the  same  manner  as  they  have  dono 
guineas  upon  other  occasions  of  alarm  | 
would  not  the  holding  of  such  notes  raiso 
the  value  of  those  that  remained  in  circu* 
latioh  ?-»My  answer  to  that  questioh  bas 
been  given  with  a  reference  to  the  BanlK 
being  restricted  from  any  fresh  issue,  and 
that  there  would  be  no  other  circulating 
medium  than  what  might  remain  of  their 
Bank  notes  in  circulation. 

Do  you  mean  restricted  by  -their  owri 
ion } — ^Yes,  either  by  their  own  dts« 
cretion  or  by  any  positive  law. 

Mr.  Pcari(.i*-This  conduct  would  arise 
out  of  necesnty  for  Uie  qsare  preservation 
of  the  Bank,  though  it  would  not  tend  to 
alter  the  state  of  the  exchanges  or  the  de« 
mand  for  gold  to  be  exported,  and  al« 
though  it  would,  as  in  the  experience  pre* 
vions  to  the  year  1791,  produce  great  pub* 
lie  distress. 

In  what  manner  do  you  conceive  a  re* 
duction  of  discounts,  in  the  cateof  a  drain 
for  guineas,  would  tend  to  diminish  that^ 
drain  ?«^Ailow  me  to  put  an  extreme  case  :^ 
Suppose  we  were  to  discontinue  discouiit* 
ing  alibgether,  and  to  refrain  from  pur- 
chasing unv  more  government  securities^ 
every  Banx  note  would  by  such  proceed- 
ings return  into  the  possession  of  the 
Bank,  sshereby  the  public  could  not  call 
for  our  guineas,  as  they  would  have  il# 
I  Bank  noiea  to  exchange  for  them. 
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Do  you  not  mean  in  tbat  e^ireme  case, 
that  every  Bank  note  wouM  ultimately  be 
brought  into  the  Bank»  that  is  to  say^  that 
as  long  as  any  portion  of  your  paper  cir* 
eqlation  was  out«  that  would  a£MI  the 
dealers  in  gold  the  power  of  continuing  to 
draw  out  your  gold,  who  fur  that  purpose 
would  bring  those  notes  to  the  Bank? — In 
asking  this  question)  the  Committee  do 
not  seem  to  be  aware  that  to  the  extent  of 
discounting  bills,  which  forms  a  very 
important  part  of  the  occasion  of  the 
issues  of  'Bank  notes,  care  is  taken  in  the 
first  instance  that  they  shall  be  bills  of  real 
yalue,  representing  real  transactions^  and 
that  they  are  all  due  within  the  period  of 
two  months ;  that  parts  of  them  are  be- 
come due  every  day ;  so  that  unless  re* 
Hewed  discounts  take  place,  the  payments 
iof  those  bilis  as  they  become  due  would 
'«f  itaelt  take  out  ef  circulation  such  quan- 
tities of  Bank  notes  as  would  deprive  per- 
sons of /the  means  to  such  extent  of  taking 
gold  out  of  the  Bank. 

Mr.  WkUmore. — In  the  case  you  have 
supposed  of  the  value  of  Bank  notes  being 
raised  by  hoarding  of  tbem,  would  it  be 
raised  in  exchange  for  bullion  ? — Provided 
the  difference  between  such  raised  ?alue 
of  a  Bank  nole  and  the  price  of  bullion 
would  make  it  a  profitable  trade. 
-  By  what  criterion  in  such  a  case 
would  you  judge  that  the  value  of  the 
Bank  note  was  raised  ?— In  the  answer  I 
before  gave  to  that  question,  I  had  gone 
upon  a  supposition  that  the  value  of  bul- 
lion abroad  still  afforded  a  profit  upon  the 
exportation  of  it ;  and  until  the  price  of 
bullion  here  exceeds  the  price  abroad, 
there  will  not  be  wherewithal  to  exchange 
for  Bank  notes. 

In  order  to  simplify  the  case  which  you 
bave  yourself  supposed,  let  it  be  assumed 
that  in  foreign  countries  matters  remain 
vBchanged,  that  the  only  change  which 
has  taken  place  is  that  the  value  of  the 
Bank  notes  has  been  raised,  as  you  sup- 
pose here,  by  the  hoarding  of  them;*  in 
tbat  case  would  then  the  value  be  raised 
here  in  exchange  for  bullion? — If  the 
bnliion  cannot  be  brought  into  this  coun- 
try by  any  mode  of  payment  to  the  fo- 
reign country  it  certaini}'  can  have  no 

wKCt. 

In  the  case  supposed,  which  is  all  along 
your  own  supposition,  of  the  value  of 
notes  being  raised  by  the  hoarding,  would 
the  prices  of  any  commodities  in  the  home 
market  be  lowered  ?— >The  Committee  will 
please  to  observe,  that  when  I  gave  the 


answer  to  the  Question,  it  was,  upon  my 
understanding  or  it,  an  extreme  csoe  and 
not  a  probable  one,  andj  am  not  prepared 
with  an  opinion  as  to  what  effect  it  might 
have  upon  the  price  of  any  articles  kere. 

Does  not  a  rise  in  the  value  of  any  spe- 
cies of  money  or  currency  mean  a  &ll  ia 
the  prices  of  commodities  .?»*I  did  not 
mean  to  state  that,  nor  do  I  mean  to  stale 
to  the  Committee  any  matter  of  opiniea; 
I  would  rather  wish  to  leave  that  to  iba 
judgment  of  the  Committee,  and  1  aai 
ready  to  answer  any  points  of  fact. 

Supposing  the  currency  of  any  ooonljv 
to  consist  altogether  of  specie,  woald  thai 
specie  be  affected  in  its  value  by  its  abaa- 
dance  or  by  its  diminution,  tbe  sane  as 
c6pper,  brass,  cloth,  or  any  other  artick 
of  merchandize?— I  have  already  said  tint 
1  decline  answering  questions  as  to  ^a- 
nion ;  I  am  very  ready  to  answer  aay 
questions  as  to  matters  of  fact ;  I  have  oa 
opinions  formed  upon  the  points  staled  in 
this  and  the  preceding  que.stion  sofficicatly 
matured  to  ofifer  them  to  the  Committee. 

Has  the  Report  of  the  Committee,  toge- 
ther with  the  evidence  of  the  Committee 
appointed  by  tbe  House  of  Commons  ia 
the  year  l.^Oi,  to  enquire  into  the  state  ef 
Ireland  as  to  its  circulating  paper,  its  spe- 
cie and  current  coin,  and  the  exchange 
between  that  part  of  the  United  Kingdoai 
and  Great  Britain,  ever  come  mider  tb* 
consideration  of  the  court  of  directors  of 
the  Bank  of  England? — ^It  certainly  has 
not  recently  been  under  the  consideratioa 
of  the  Bank  directors. 

Has  it  ever  been  under  their  considera- 
tion since  June  1804? — It  certainly  hu 
not  recently  been  under  the  conaideratioo 
of  the  court  of  directors  collectively. 

Mr.  Peanc-^h  ni;ver  has  been  onder 
their  consideration  formally,  thoo|cb,  oo 
doubt,  it  came  under  their  consideratioo 
individually  at  tbat  period. 

Are  either  of  you  aware,  that  the  pria* 
cipal  cause  of  the  unfavourable  coarse  of 
exchange  which  then  existed  between 
Dublin  and  London,  was  stated  by  that 
Committee,  in  their  opinion,  to  arise  from 
an  excess  of  paper. circniation,  and  the 
consequent  depreciation  of  its  value ;  and 
that  this  excess  arose  principally  from  tbe 
ffreat  increase  of  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of 
Ireland  ?— It  is  not  now  in  my  recoUec* 
tion  what  was  stated  by  the  Committee  at 
that  period  in  their  Report;  and  I  cMiooi 
apply  the  same  effects  to  the  notes  of  the 
Bank  of  England.  I  wish  very  much  to 
sute  the  same  which  hm  been  rryryssntri 
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the  necessary  want  of  Bank  notes,  by 
which  their  issue  in  funoiint  is  so  con- 
trolled that  it  can  neyer  amoant  to  an  €Jl^ 
cess,  I  cannot  see  bow  the  amount  of  Bank 
notes  issaed  can  operate  upon  the  price  of 
ballion,  or  the  state  of  the  exchangees,  and 
therefore  I  am  individually  of  opinion  ^bal 
the  price  of  bullion,  or  the  state  of  the  ex« 
changes>  can  never  be  a  reason  for  lessen* 
ing  the  amount  of  Bank  notes  to  be  issaed, 
always  understanding  the  control  which  I 
have  already  described. 

Is  the  Governor  of  the  Bank  of  th« 
same  opinion,  which  has  now  been  ez« 
pressed  by  the  Deputy  Governor. 

Mr.  WhUmort.-'-^l  am  so  much  of  the 
same  opinion,  that  I  never  think  it  necea- 
sary  to  advert  to  the  price  of  gold  or  the 
state  of  the  exchange,  on  the  days  on 
which  we  make  our  advances. 

Do  you  advert  to  these  two  circum- 
stances with  a  view  to  regulate  the  general 
amoant  of  your  advances  r-— 1  dp  not  ad- 
vert to  it  with  a  view  to  our  general  ad- 
vances, conceiving  it  not  to  bear  upon  the 
question. 

Mr.  Pearse. — In  confirmation  of  this 
opinion,  I  wish  to  draw  your  attention  to 
what  I  have  before  expressed,  as  will  be 
ahewn  in  fact  by  the  statement  delivered 
in  just  now,  in  answer  to  a  former  ques- 
tion, being  a  comparison  of  the  amount  of 
the  total  of  Bank  notes  at  various  periods, 
with  the  state  of  the  Hamburgh  exchengea 
at  corresponding  periods. 

Has  not  the  amoant  of  yoor  outstanding 
demands  increased  in  the  course  of  cha 
last  year  ? 

J|Ir.  fPUiMorv.— The  return  that  wt 
have  made  to  the  House,  of  the  amooot 
of  our  Bank  ftotes  in  circulation,  takes  in 
tbe  whole  of  our  discounts  and  of  our  ad- 
vances on  exchequer  bills,  and  if  the  one 
has  increased,  the  other  I  consider  ior  . 
have  been  diminished  i  as  the  amount  now 
and  at  a  former  period  very  nearly  cor^ 
respond,  with  the  exception  only  of  our 
notes  of  one  and  two  pounds;  as  it  ap- 
pears, I  believe,  by  a  return  to  the  House 
of  Commons,  that  in  tbe  beginning  of  the 
year  1795,  in  February  and  March,  the 
amount  of  our  Bank  notes  in  circulation^* 
was  fourteen  millions,  and  by  the  last  re- 
turn on  the  12th  of  Januaiy  last,  it  was 
l^6esfi40L,  and  on  the  Oth  of  this  month 
it  was  13,694>,000/.  exclusive  of  Bank  post 
bills  and  notes  under  five  pounds. 

Were  the  Bank  post  bills  excluded  in 
the  return  that  vou  speak  of,  to  the  House 
«f  Comflaon^  or  ypur  circvtetkin  ia  1791  i 


by  the  governor,  that  I  have  not  recently 
read  over  the  evidence  and  information 
which  induced  that  Committee  to  enter- 
tain such  opinions,  and  particularly  as  I 
d9  not  recollect  alto  whether  the  paper  of 
the  Irish  Bank  was  issued  in  the  same 
manner  as  that  of  tbe  Bank  of  England, 
aad  with  the  same  caution. 

We  wish  to  repeat  to  you  some  of  the 
i|uestions  which  you  formerly  answered. 
Yon  stated  in  a  former  examination, "  Sup* 
poaing  the  excess  of  the  market  price  of 
gold  in  Bank  notes  above  the  Mint  price 
to  be  5  per-cent.  and  that  In  consequence 
a  drain  of  guineas  takes  place  from  the 
Bank,  and  the  Bank,  by  diminishing  the 
sunount  of  its  outstanding  dem^ds,  raises 
the  value  of  its  paper  5  per-cent.''  in  the 
manner  described  in  a  former  answer  of 
yours,  would  not  the  result  be  to  bring  the 
market  and  the  Mmt  price  of  gold  to  a 
par,  and  consequeptly  to  put  a  stop  to  the 
demand  for  guineas  ? 

Mr.  IFAtfmor^.— I  believe  my  former 
ansvrar  did  not  go  to  the  Bank  raising  the 
price  of  their  notes;  for  in  foct,  if  the  Bank 
was  to  raise  the  value  of  them,  and  give 
them  Jbr  discounts;  estimating  them  at 
auch  encreased  value,  it  would  incur  the 
penalty  of  usury.  I  therefore  conceive 
this  statement  to  suppose  a  case  that  can- 
not occur.* 

In  taking  into  consideration  theamoilnt 
•f  your  notes  out  in  cireolation,  aqd  in 
limiting  the  extend  of  your  discounts  to 
merchants,  do  you  advert  to  the  difference, 
when  such  exists,  between  tho  market  and 
the  Mint  price  of  gold  ? — ^We  do  advert  to 
that,  inasmuch  as  we  do  not  discount,  at 
any  time,  for  those  persons  who  we  know 
or  have  ^  good  reason  to  suppose  export  tbe 
cgold. 

Do  you  not  advert  to  it  any  farther  than 
by  refusing  discounts  to  such  persons  ?<-^ 
We  do  advert  io  it,  inasmuch  as  whenever 
any  director  thinks  it  bears  upon  the  ques- 
tion of  our  discounts,  he  presses  it  forward 
for  discussion. 

Tbe  market  price  of  gold  having  in  the 
course  of  the  last  year  risen  as  high  as  4/. 
10i».  or  4/.  I2s.  bas  that  circumstance 
been  taken  into  consideration  by  you,  so 
as  to  have  had  any  efiect  in  diminishing 
.  or  enlarging  the  amount  of  the  outstand- 
ing demands  ?— It  has  not  been  taken  into 
consideration  by  me  in  that  view. 

Mr.  /Varsf.-^n  considering  this  subject 
with  reference  to  the  manner  in  which 
•  Bsak  notes  are  issued,  resulting  from  the 
~  ~"     '      made  for  discounla  to  supply 
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•i^To  the  liest  of  tny  r^cdll^ction  ihejr 
were  excluded. 

^  State  to  the  Coirimlttee  whtet  is  t)ie  cri- 
terion %vhich  enables  the  Bank  at  all  timet 
io  ascertain  that  the  issue  of  Bank  notes  is 
kept  precisely  wiChin  the  limits  whicK  the 
occasion  of  the  public  requires,  and  there- 
by to  guard  the  circulation  of  this  cMlntry 
against  the  possibility^  of  any  ejccess ;  and 
in  what  manner  the  c^ntroul  necessaiy  for 
inaintaining  uniformly  an  exact  proiportion 
between  the  occasions  of  the  public  and 
the  issues  of  the  Bank,  is  exercised  and 
applied  by  the  Court  of  tMrectors. — I  have 
already  stiited  that  we  never  forced  a 
Bank  note  into  circulation,  and  the  crite- 
rion by  which  I  jud?c  of  the  exact  pro- 
portion to  be  maintamed  is,  by  avoiding 
is  much  as  possible  to  discount  what  does 
not  appear  to  be  legitimate  mercantile 
paper.  The  Bank  notes  would  reveirl  to 
US  if  there  was  a  redundancy  in  circolatioh, 
as  DO  one  would  pay  interest  for  a  Bank 
note  that  he  did  not  w^nt  to  make  use  of. 

Mr.  Peane,^^!  ajgree  in  that  opinion, 
and  beg  to  make  these  additional  observa- 
tions; that  in  discounting  bills  that  t^e 
tent  to  us  for  that  purpose,  for  which  a 
discount  is  taken  at  the  rate  of  five  per 
cent,  per  annum,  if  there  was  with  the 
public  an  eitcess  of  Baiik  notetf,  those  bills 
would  be  lought  for  discount  bv  the  pub- 
lic at  a  reduced  rate,  and  would  not  make 
their  appearance  at  the  Bank.  We  have 
daily  evidence  in  our  discounting  of  the 
indtcationt  of  the  abundance  br  scarc^iiy  in 
the  quantity  of  bank  notet,  by  the  appli- 
cations for  discounts,  for  the  ireatons  al*- 
Mady  asii^ed,  which  is  particularly 
|>roved  by  our  experience  on  the  Tues* 
days  and  \^ednesaays  in  every  week,  in 
consequence  of  our  discounting  London 
jbaper  on  the  Thursdays  only,  producing 
oy  that  operation,  invariably,  a  certain 
decree  of  scarcity  the  two  precedinJB^  days, 
ahd  a  plenty  the  day  following. 

So  you  measure  the  scarcity  by  the 
application  for  the  discount  of  good  paper  ? 
---Certainly,  and  our  discretion  by  the 
quility.  ^ 

Then  your  measure  of  scarcity  or  abun- 
dance !t  by^  the  greater  or  less  applica- 
tfoh  tliat  is'made  to  you  for  the  discount 
bf  jtood  paper  ?— Certainty. 

Does  not  the  circu&ttan\f^,  of  iikdi- 
Vtdukls  bpplyirtj^  for  adviM^  or  not  to 
applying,  at  S.per  cent,  iodkate  rather  a 
Heficiency  or  t  redond&ney  o^  the  tner- 
ouftVile  bflfpltal  dian.  a  soperflaity  6r  wint 
|f«rtfUariti%ttcaidm? 
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Mr.  Ptane^ — ^I  dm  not  of  optnioD  that 
the  application' for  Bank  not^  is  lor  any 
other  porpoaet  than  at  m  circol&tmg  m^ 
dium  in  tne  inlercfaaiige  of  property. 

b  it  your  opinion  that  the  same  aeoi- 
rity  would  exist  againtt  any  exceet  in  tfee 
issues  of  the  BanC  if  the  rate  of  the  d» 
count  were  reduced  from  fire  to  four  pa 
cent  ? 

Mr.  H^U^im>fe.^Thete€farityBniattn 
exct^  of  lAtue  would  be,  I  conceiVj  pia- 
cisely  the  tame. 

Mr.  Jpnirte.— I  concur  in  thai  answer. 

If  it  were  reduced  to  three  per  cent^— 

Mr.  IKUirfNOfT.**!  conceive  l^^re  wWi 
be  no  diflbrenee,  if  oiir  practice  rtmUmi 
the  tame  as  now;  of  not  forcing  4  note  i^ 
circalation. 

Mr.  Aoftf.«— I  concur  in  that  antwer. 

You  have  slated,  that  the  oomvel  wideh 
guardt  the  publks  agaihtt  any  exoHS  in 
the  Ittyes,  is  that  no  person  woold  be  dis- 
posed to  pay  at  the  rate  of  fire  per  ceat 
interest  to  the  Bank  for  the  ate  of  their 
notes,  if  his  occasions  did  not  reqniie  sack 
an  Advance,  and  that  this  it  the  criterita 
by  which  you  judge  of  the  occaaions  6f  the 
public  being  adequately  tapplted  ;  migh 
not  tuch  nerton  be  disposed  to  obaain  tkfi 
accommodation  from  the '  Balik»  if  lay 
prospect  effered  itself  to  hit  ipecalatata 
by  which  great  profit  might  he  derirtd 
from  the  dse  of  a  capital  to  obtabied,  tl- 
thoogh  the  wantt  of  the  circalation  migfct 
not  require  any  tuth  addition  f 

Mr.  ITAtirmore.— In  my  view  of  the  tab> 
ject,  nobody  would  pay  three  per  ccat 
interett  even,  or  any  interett  of  mooev 
tmlett  it  were  for  the  purpoae  of  emplov* 
ing  it  for  tpeculation ;  add  provided  ikt 
conduct  of  the  Bank  it  regulated  la  it 
now  it,  no  accommodation  would  be  given 
to  a  person  of  thatdetcription. 

March  U,  ISia 

Faakcti  HoaNBk,  Esq.  in  the  Chair. 
• .  .  . 

John  Louit  Gripfulhx,  Esq.  attended, 

and  delivered  in  a  paper,  containmg  a 
statement  of  the  prices  of  GM  Md 
Silyer  at  Amsterdam  and  Hambufgiit 
and  was  examined. 

Do  yob  coneeive  that  before  the  mh 
pention  of  the  cash  pajrmehts  by  the  Bant, 
large  qaantitiot  of  gold  niiay  have  been 
exported,  being  taken  from  the  toio  of 
tbit  country,  in  the  ev^t  of  a  very  ua* 
favourable  exchange  ^-*Ceruinlf»  ehcn- 
AVer  the  exchange  wat  lew  enoagh  to 
^  9nw  (Old  and  silver  out  of  the  coaAcrr. 
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I>o  TOQ  conceive  that  auch  a  traosmis- 
uon  ol  gold  used  materially  to  operate  in 
rectifying  the  exchange  ?— It  would  ope- 
rate in  part  payment  of  the  balance  of 
paymenia  againat  this  country. 

Would  such  exportation  operate,  in  any 
t>ther  manner  than  an  equal  value. of  any 
other  commoditv  ?-*Not  in  my  opinion. 

In  point  of  »ct«  in  the  month  l^fore 
the  restriction  upon  tha  Bank  issue,  was 
not  the  exchange  very  much  in  favour  of 
Isngland  ? — It  was  in  favour  of  £ngland ; 
net  materially  io» 

Do  you  belieTe  that  at  that  rate  of  ex- 
change, any  great  qoanttty  of  bullion 
would  be  sent  from  England  ?<->Not  at 
that  rate  of  exchange. 

Is  it  your  opinion  that  the  demand  upon 
the  BanJc  (ow  gold  immediately  preceding 
^e  restriction  in  1797,  was  for  exporta* 
tion,  or  that  it  was  for  the  purposes  of  cir^ 
eolation  in  England  ?— 1  should  conceive 
that  it  was  for  internal  purposes. 

You  state,  that  the  exportation  of  gold 
would  have  no  other  efiect  upon  the  foreign 
exchanges,  than  the  exportation  of  the 
same  value  of  any  other  commodity; 
would  not  theexporution  of  the  gold  bul- 
lion naturally  be  followed  by  the  exporta- 
tion of  the  gold  coin,  and  would  not  the 
exportation  of  the  gold  coin,  supposing  no 
forced  paper  circulation  to  exis^  produce  a 
scarcity  of  money  in  the  country,  which 
would  tend  to  counteract  the  state  of  the 
exchanges  ?— I  conceive  that  that  scarcity 
of  money  conld  be  but  very  momentary, 
and  that  other  means  would  speedily  be 
devised  to  supply  the  wants  of  circulation. 
What  other  means  can  be  created,  other 
than  a  forced  circulation  of  paper?— I 
conceive  that  the  wants  c^  circulation 
would  be  supplied  by  paper  not  forced. 

But  in  that  case,  is  it  not  your  opinion 
that  if  no  forced  paper  circulation  existed 
in  the  coimtry,  it  would  not  be  possible 
for  the  exehanges  to  fall  materially  below 
their  par,  or  for  the  price  of  bullion  to 
rise  materially  above  its  standard  price  ?— I 
conceive  that  that  would  not  prevent  the 
exchange  from  falling  very  considerably 
under  par,  if  the  amount  of  bullion  in  the 
country  were  not  suf&oient  to  pay  the 
balances. 

Do  you  recollect  any  instance  of  the 
exchanges  having  fallen  materially  below 
par  while  Bank  notes  were  payable  in 
specie?— Since  1  have  beeii  in  business,  I 
recollect  no  period,  prior  to  the  suspension 
of  the  cash  payments  by  the  Bank,  when 
the  exchange  was  oonsid^at>ly  below  par. 

VOL.  XVII.— Jf/pOli^U'. 


As  long  as  guineas  can  be  procured 
for  Bank  notes,  and  that  those  guineas 
can  be  exported,  how  is  it  possible  that 
the  exchange  can  fdll  more  below  par 
than  the  equivalent  of  the  expence  of  ex* 
porting  the  gold  ? — It  cannot  as  long  aa 
guineas  can  be  procured  in  sufficient 
qbantities. 

Supposing  Bank  notes  to  be  payablo 
on  demand,  in-  what  manner  do  you  coi« 
ceive  that  the  foreign  exchange  is  checked 
in  its  decline,  supposing  the  balance  of 
trade  to  be  against  this  country  ? — By 
the  exportation  of  the  coin  of  the  country. 

In  that  case,  what  prevents  the  whole 
of  the  bullion  and  the  coin  of  the  country 
being  exported  ? — The  wants  of  circular 
tion  and  other  circumstances  may  keep  a 
certain  proportion  of  the  specie  in  the 
country,  but  I  should  conceive  no  material 
proportion. 

Then  this  exportation  of  the  bullion  or 
specie  would  at  last  be  limited  by  the 
wants  of  the  country  for  its  own  circula- 
tion ?— By  those  wants  and  other  circum- 
stjances  which  I  alluded  to,  such  as  hoard«> 
ing,  &c. 

Would  not  such  a  state  of  things  neces* 
sari  I  y  produce  the  impossibility  of  pro- 
curing from  abroad  a  greater  value  of  fo* 
reign  produce  thap  we  could  pay  for,  after 
allowing  sufficient  fcr  our  circulaUon  at 
home  ? — ^The  value  of  such  foreign  im- 
ports might  exceed  the  means  of  pay ment 
in  bullion  and  specie,  the  effect  of  which 
would  be  to  depress  the  exchange  till  its 
low  rate  produced  the  further  means  of 
payment  wanted;  'by  bringing  foreiga 
money  into  the  country,  and  inducing  ex- 
ports, further  imports  would  at  the  same 
time  be  checked ;  and  from  tliat  two-fold 
cause  an  improvement  of  the  exchange 
take  place. 

According  to  your  opinion,  thereforop 
where  there  is  no  forced  circulation  of 
paper,  the  consumption  of  foreign  articles 
will  limit  itself  entirely  by  our  means  of 
paying  for  them  ;  but  when  a  forced 
paper  circulation  existed,  that  over-con'- 
sumption  of  foreign  articles  shews  itself  in 
a  depreciation  of  that  paper,  and  has  no 
natural  corrective  ?-^The  consumplion  of 
foreign  articles  must  of  course  be  limited 
by  our  means  of  paying  for  them,  but  those 
means  may  arise  from  other  articles  when 
the  disposable  bullion  and  specie  are  e^ 
hausted:  I- do  not  see  the  connexion  be- 
tween such  consumption  of  foreign  arti^ 
cles  and  a  forced  paper  circulation ;  in  the 
latter  case^the  fall  of  the  ezichange  woald 
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be  owing  to  a  difimnt  cauae  mltogether, 
^hicb  is  the  discredit  and  depreeifUon  of 
the  forced  paper  currency. 

What  do  youniean  by  a  IVvrced  paper 
circulation  ? — ^A  paper  which  is  by  law 
«nade  a  legal  tender  to  the  amount  of  its 
expressed  Talue,or  rather  a  legal  discharge 
of  Q  debt. 

In 'what  is  the  paper  circulation  of  this  j 
country,  as  it  at  present  existm  diflerent  1 
in  its  practical  operation  from  a  forced 
circulation  ? — In  the  first  place  the  paper 
of  this  country  is  no  legal  discharge  of  « 
debt ;  secondly,  the  paper  of  this  country 
is  issued  when  called  for,  in  exchange 
for  Taluable  securities,  in  which  rMpect 
it  is  essentially  di.stihct  fi-om  what  I  call 
a  forced  paper,  which  may  be  issned 
both  without  limits  and  without  any  s^cu* 
vity  whateren 

From  the  paper  which  you  hare  given 
in,  it  appearing  that  tlie  market  price  of 
bullion  at  all  the  great  markets  of  Barope 
baving  risen  above  the  market  price  of 
England,  while  the  Mint  price  of  OSngkind 
remains  fixed,  does  not  the  difibreiiGe  be- 
tween 3/.  1 7 J.  10(f.|  per  ounce  the  Mint 
price,  and  4/.  I2f.  the  market  price,  ac- 
count for  the  present  »gio  between  gui- 
neas and  Bank  notes  and  the  maricet 
Tu-ice  of  gold  ?•— I  beg  leare  to  observe, 
that  there  has  been  no  alteration  of  late  in 
the  Mint  price  of  gold  in  foreign  places, 
nor  have  the  market  prices  experienced  an 
advance  at  all,  relative  to  the  rise  that  has 
token  place  in  England  ;  one  of  the  pa- 
'pers  I  have  delivered,  shews  the  foreign 
prices  reduced  into  sterling  money  at  the 
present  low  rates  of  exchange  ;  and  the 
excess  above  our  market  price  may 
^  about  equal  to  the  charges  of  con- 
veyance. 

is  there  not  an  agio  in  favour  of  gold, 
4salcalated  at  its  present  par  at  Hamburgh, 
Amsterdam,  and  Paris,  against  the  cur- 
arency  of  those  places  ?— «I  -find  an  agio 
in  favour  of  gold  regularly  quoted  at 
Paris,  at  from  15  to  123  cents,  per  cent 
•which  is  l-7th  to  l*4tb  per  cent.:  at 
Jlambui^^h  and  Amsterdam  there  is  no 
ouch  established  difiereiioe,  but  it  may 
perhaps  be  worth  notice,  that  ip  the  latter 
place  the  principal  current  coin,  that  is, 
ducats,  intrinsically  worth  five  guilders 
and  five  stivers,  sell  at  tlie  rate  of  five 
guilders  and  12  to  14  stivers. 
-  Do  you  not  consider  this  difierence 
to  be  an  agio  in  favour  of  gold  ?— *Ccr- 
tainly  ;  but  in  some  degree  m  favour  of 
the  gold  coin,  which  is  eligible  for  many 
porpoaea. 


WImi  yon  M«e  (bsit  fiiere  is 
at  P&rts,iipon  gold  agwnt  silver^  of  fi 
l-7th  to  l-4tb  per  gooI.  do  you 
that  that  is  tbe  oxoeii  at  IWia  «f  tbe 
market  price  of  gold  abovo  its  liiiit  prioe, 
or  do  yoo  mean  that  that  is  tbo  <lifiiaoDcr 
between  the  exoca  ofibo  msrlDet  prioe 
of  gold  abo^rofts  ariiM- price,  and  tfa«ex> 
ceasof  tfae  market  price  of  sslrer  abore 
its  Mint  price  ^-^-i  conceive  ttto  bo  roUirr 
a  triilinr  premioa  in  favour  of  the  cnw 
rent  goioincoiii* 

Supposing  youhad  apomd  treigkt  tier 
of  ^kl  of  diefioglish  atasdaid  «t  Fmis 
and  that  you  wxsMd  ^r  neosia  of 
procore  a  bill  of  exchange  upon 
what  would  be  the  anuicStof  tfae  bill 
exchange  which  yon  woald 
the  "pteaent  ciccoBntancea  ?• 
a  pound  of  ^gold  of  the  Britaah 
at  the  present  niaiket:pHoe  of  I06 
and  the  exchange  at  120  llmi«  woald  por» 
chase  a  bill  of  exohaoge  of  MML  #«• 

At  the  praaent  market  price  of  geU, 
in  LoodoBy  Imw  iiuioh  fteodrd  'gold  caa 
you  pordiase  §»  59L  8«.  ?-— Altbe  prkc 
of  4i.  Ifli.  I  find  It  orM  porcfaase  IS 
oinicos  of  gold,  within  aivry  aaoli  ~ 
tt^n. 

Then  what  is  the  difibienoe  wr 
in  the  quantity  of  atandaord  gold  which  is 
e<|uivalent  to  59L  iS9.  of  oar  corrency 
as  at  Paris  and  in  *LQ|idoo?-».Abom  ^ 
per  cent. 

Suppoae  yon  have  a  pound  leuigfat  tiey 
of  oar  ttaadard  gold  at  HaodioiKii,  and 
that  you  wiriied  to  part  with  It  ftr  a  bill 
of  exchange  apon  London*  what  wooM  be 
the  amoeot  of  the-billef  escbaiige«whtcii, 
in  tile  piesentciroomstancef,  yoo  woald 
procure  ?-^At  the  Hamburgh  price  of  lOl 
and  the  escchange  at  29,  the  amoont  <f 
the  bill  potcbaaed  on  lAndon  would  be 
58/.  4t. 

What  qulmtii;^  of  ooratandavd  goU, 
at  the  present  pnce-of  41.  I2».  do  you  p«iw 
chase  fi>r  5SL  4s.  ?A»AboQt  12  ounces  ani 
ISdwts. 

Then  what  is  the  dWferenee  per  cent, 
between  the  quantity  of  siandanl  gM  at 
Hamburgh  and  in  London,  which  k  ««pii* 
valent  to  6$i.  4«.  aterliag  ?--^boiit  d| 
percent* 

Suppose  you  had  a  poeod  weight  Crsv 
of  our  standard  gold ^at  Araatevdam,  and 
wiahed  to  partwkhit  far  a  billof  exelisi^ 
open  Loooon,  what  would -be  the  anomt 
aterliag  of  the  bill  of  exchange  ithieh 
you  a^oold  procure  f—- At  the  AoMtcidam 
price  -of  14^,  -eaBchange  si.  Cood  bailk 
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than  Um  *jm^y  of  gold*  wo«ld  not  ih^t 
Ittfe  the  eflici  of  rtMing  the  relaUve  value 
of  gold  ia  the  general  bullion  market^  the 
wond  ?—I  slHyaldconoeWe  so. 

If,  from  any  ooliiical  circaoMiancet, 
there  akouid  b^  a  loog  conUnQed  incmie 
of  the  demand  for  gold  above  what  had 
been  the  foriner  demand  fiar  it,  would  not' 
that  also  have  the  efifct  of  raising  the  re- 
kiifo  fnlue  of  goU  to  lUfcr  iwCtaamiy. 


1  per  eiftt  thnamennft  «f  Hm  bill  on 
LondM  wottU  bo  5M.  iH9. 

At  tbe  Jp^muk  price  of  4t  Ida.  what 
<|in«iility  of  our  ataMord  gold  do  you  p«r- 
chnao  in  lAodon  for  SU>  16r*  atarling?-^ 
k2  OS*  16  dwta. 

How  nouchis  that  per  ceot?— 7  ptr 

Wbal»  ta  yoar  idea»ooBililatea  the  par 
of  exchange  belinaeA  any  two  oountriea  ? 
•—An  eouality  «f  tiMi  re^pecttTo  curien- 
ciea  of  toe  two  countries,  cgnapared  with 
veferenee  to  Ihoir  finoneia  and  weight. 

Tben  dooi  not  the  difibronce  of  the  ex- 
change  between  any  two  conotrieij  from 
the  establiahad  par  at  any  one  time*  con- 
aiat  in  the^  diffiirenl  quantity  of  tbe  pre- 
ciona  metal  which  ia  oquiralent  at  tlie 
two  places  to  a  gi?e»  a«ai,in  the  cun^ncy 
of  either  ?-«-IihouU  think  net  e«actly«  aa 
tile  reapective  market  priceaof  gotd  and 
ailrerraay  he  influenced  by  momenlarv 
circaaBiatancei«  and  not  be  atrictly  accord- 
nnt  with  the  atalo  of  exchange. 

Are  yon  aware,  whether  or  not  there  Is 
any  depreciation  of  the  consnt  guilder  at 
Amsteidam?--*!  an  not  aware  ofany-auch 
depreotalion^  beyond  the  kcs  of  weight 
arising  fipom  circnlatiso* 

b  not  tbe  great  di&rence  in  tbe  price 
of  gold  above  ilapnr  at  Amstardaoi^  owing 
to  the  depreciation  of  tfie  ffnihler?— I 
Gonceire  not;  tho  price  of  gold  as 
compared  to  the  cnraent  gniMnr,  which  is 
the  regular  mode  of  selling  it  at  Amater- 
4ami  haa  bean  conaidarably  higher  at  foiw 
merperioda* 

What  do  yon  oonaider  to  be  at  present 
tho  relative  value  of  goM  to  siiver  (n  Eo- 
sope? — I  cannot  answer  that  ifoMion 
SMtbont  lefrrving^ 

Can  you  state  from  memory,  whether 
there  has  been  any  remarkable  change  in 
^hst  relative  value  of  late  vears  ? — ^Tbe 
value  of  geU  seemi^  upon  the  whole,  to 
have  experienced  some  increase,  as  com- 
pared with  silver,  during  tbe  last  few 
ytaca. 

If  the  supply  of  salver  from  the  mines 
increasing  in  a  greater  proportion 


Am  yoa  informed  whether  there  hai 
been  ady  recent  change  in  any  of  the 
continental  miJits,  of  the  relative  value 
of  gpld  to  silver  in  their  coins  ? — I  ana 
not  aware  of  any  alteration. 

Are  you  acquainted  with  any  material 
fluctuation  in  the  price  of  gold  on  the 
Continent  during  these  last  two  yeari*  ?-^ 
There  have  been  very  considerable  flue- 

was  nas^w^jPian^e 

In  your  opinion,  fr^m  what  causes  do 
these  flnctuations  arise  ?-»!  conceive  de-* 
aaands  might  arise  from  a  variety  of 
causes^ 

Have  not  the  demands  for  the  payment 
of  armies  during  var,  always  created  a 
considerable  addition  to  the  price  of  gold  ? 
-**Yqb,  probably  some  addition ;  and 
many  other  causes  mi^^ht  be  assigned  for 
a  comparative  high  price  of  gold,  such  ^$ 
the  •anxiety  to    convert   property    into 

gold,  from  the  eiFecis  of  alarm  produced 
ywar  or  other  political  circumstance^ 
which  gold  roav  probably  be  hoarded,  or 
otherwise  withdrawn  from  circulation  and 
from  the  general  market,  to  a  consider^ 
able  extent 

Would  not  the  high  price  of  gold'  on 
th^  continent,  as  compared  with  silver* 
be  followed  by  a  high  price  in  England  ^ 
—The  eftct  would  naturally  be  fiak  in 
England. 

£i  a  country  where  the  measure  of 
value  was  a  gold  currency,  and  wlier% 
therefore,  the  priceaofall  articles  were 
expressed  with  reference  to  gold,  would 
an  increase  of  demand  for  gold  boUion, 
Iro^  any  circumstances*  political  or 
other,  afiect  the  price  of  gold  bulKon  in 
tint  couolry  so  as  to  raise  it  above  ita 
Mint  price  ^—^Certaiuly  not,  admitting 
the  coin  itself  to  be  exportable  and  not  to 
have  lost  in  weight ;  but  in  a  country 
where  there  was  a  law  against  exporting 
the  gold  currency,  and  supposing  that ' 
law  to  be  efiectualiy  executed,  I  conceive 
that  the  price  of  exportable  gold,  com- 
pared with  the  current  coin  of  tbe  ceui^ 
trv,  might  be  enhanced  to  the  full  extent 
of  the  Uill  of  the  exchanges,  deducting 
the  charges  of  conveyance. 

William  Cecil  Chambers,  eaq.  called  in, 
and  examined. 

In  what  line  of  commerce  are  yon  ?^-A 
general  merchant. 

Are  yoa  acquainted '  with  the  subject 
of  exchanges  between  this  country  and 
the  continent  ^ -i--Very  little  exchange 
boaineas  haa  boon  doing  of  late  yeau,  aod 


PARL.  PAPERi.-^Report  firm  ike  SeUci  CammUUt 
I  have  been  established 
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less  even  smee 
than  used  to  be. 

What  has  that  been  owing  to  ?«— To  our 
exclusion  from  many  parts  of  the  conti* 
Ifient,  to  which  before  we  had  free  access ; 
beginning  with  tb^  French  Uevoluiion, 
which  destroyed  one  of  the  three  great 
exchange-marts  in  Europe. 

So  you  not  conceive  that  the  coarse  of 
exchange  between  any  two  countries  is 
liable  to  be  affected  either  by  the  balance 
of  payments  arising  out  of  the  trade  be- 
tween the  two,  or  by  alterations  which 
may  take  place  in  the  currency  of  either } 
•—By  the  first  circumstance  certainly, 
«nd  I  suspect  by  the  latter  also. 

If  the  exchange  is  rendered  unfavour- 
able to  one  country  by  the  balance  of  the 
debts  which  it  owes  to  the  other,  are  you 
not  of  opinion  that  such  depression  of  ex- 
change will  be  limited  by  the  expence 
of  transporting  specfe  to  equalize  that 
balance  ?— -Yes^  if  a  sufficient  quantity  of 
the  precious  metals  exist  on  the  debtor 
side,  and  no  impediments  oppose  its  trans- 
mission. 

If  a  country  pays  its  bills  part  in  paper 
find  part  in  specie,  as  in  Portugal,  and 
that  paper  is  al  a  discount,  does  it  not,  in 
the  degree  of  that  discount,  render  the 
exchange  unfavourable  to  that  country  ? 
—Certainly,  in  my  opinion. 

Would  not  consequently  the  exchange 
rise  in  favour  of  Portugal,  if  now  they 
paid  their  bills  entirely  in  specie  ?-~Yes, 
or  in  paper  that  was  not  at  a  discount. 

Supposing  a  country  which  used  co- 
cliineal  as  an  article  of  manufacture,  ex- 
ported large  quantities  of  that  commodity 
to  balance  its  account  with  foreign  na- 
tions, would  not  such  exportation  raise 
the  value  of  cochineal  in  the  country  ex- 
porting it  ? — ^The  scarcity  of  any  article 
naturally  enhances  its  price. 

Might  not  this  enhancement  of  the 
price  of  cochineal  proceed  so  far  as  to 
make  ineligible  the  exportation  of  any 
more  ?— If  the  price  here  of  the  article  to 
be  exported  rose  above  that  of  the  foreign 
market  for  which  it  was  intended,  it 
would  naturally  cease  to  be  exported. 

Are  not  tbesame  consequences  likely 
to  follow  from  the  exportation  of  bullion 
in  liquidation  orforeign  debts  ? — I  cannot 
consider  bullion,  as  an  article  of  mercban* 
dize,  to  be  aflected  otherwise  than  any 
other  article  of  merchandise. 

Have  you  ever  had  opportunities  or  oc- 
casions to  consider  the  etiect  of  an  exces- 
•tv«  or  forced  papf  r  currency  in  any  ootto- 
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try  upon  its  foreign  exchanges  with  oth«v 
countries?— In 'a  small  degree  I  have. 

What  do  you  conceive  the  effect  of 
such  excess  to  be  upon  the  foreign  ex- 
changes ?*-!  apprehend  the  effect  on  the 
exchange  would  follow  the  deprecialioB 
of  a  forced  currency. 

What  do  you  say  as  to  an  excesrre 
currency,  though  not  forced  ?— I  do  not 
conceive  the  thing  possible. 

What  do  you  mean  by  a  forced  fniprr 
currency  ?— ^A  paper  which  I  am  obliged 
to  .take  against  my  will  for  more  than  iu 
value ;  it  is  not  forced  so  long  as  peopk 
take  it  willingly,  which  they  vrtU  nau- 
rally  do  whilst  undepreciated. 

May  not  the  quantity  of  metallic  cur- 
rency be  increased  in  proportion  to  pay- 
ments which  it  has  to  effect,  by  ao  iri- 
creased  issue  from  the  mines;  and  wiii 
not  that  have  the  eiiect  of  raising  tlie 
money  prices  of  all  commodities  ? — I  cea* 
ceive  an  increase  or  abundance  of  silver  or 
gold  would  have  the  same  efiect  upoo 
those  precious  metals  as  a  ghit  of  any 
other  commodity  upon  the  market. 

And  in  the  same  m'anoer,  may  not  that 
paper  currency  which  continues  to  pre- 
serve its  credit  unimpeached,  and  which 
commercial  people  are  perfectly  wilttag 
to  receive,  be  so  augmented  in  quaniitv 
as  to  raise  the  local  prices  of  commode 
ties  ? — I  do  not  conceive  that  that  piece 
of  paper,  for  which  I  am  obliged  to  give  a 
valuable  article  of  merchandize,  can  be 
increased  beyond  the  want  for  it ;  nobody 
will  give  a  valuable  article  for  a  piece  of 
paper  that  does  not  want  it. 

Have  yon  ever  happened  to  pay  any 
attention  to  the  history  of  the  paper  cur- 
rency of  Scotland  between  30  and  40 
years  ago,  or  to  that  of  Ireland  about  the 
year  1804<?--Some  years  ago  I  remcanber 
reading  something  about  them  ;  bat  the 
recollection  is  rather  iaint  upon  my  mtod. 

Do  you  call  that  paper,  in  your  sense  of 
the  word  forced,  a  forced  paper  carrency, 
which  either  by  law  as  it  stands,  or  by 
force  of  public  opinion,  is  not  roovertible 
into  specie  at  the  option  of  the  holder  ?— 
If  it  be  convertible  into  other  object!  of 
my  gratification  without  depreciation,  1  do 
not  consider  it  forced. 

At  the  Mint  price  of  standard  gokl  ia 
this  country,  how  much  gold  does  a  Bank 
of  England  note  for  1/.  represent?  — 5 
dwts.  S  grs. 

At  the  present  market  price  of  stsadard 
gold  of  4/.  ]2f.  pe^  ounce,  liow  amch 
gold  do  yoQ  get  for  a  Bank  not*  of  *t  ?^ 
4  dwt«.  8  c*-* 
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I>o  yoQ  consider  that  a  Bank  of  Eng- 
land note  for  1/.  under  these  present  cir* 
cu instances,  as  exchangeable  in  gold  for 
what  it  represents  of  that  metaU— >1  Ho 
not  conceive  gold  to  be  a  fairer  standard 
for  Bank  of  England  notes  than  indigo  or 
broad  cloth.  [Qnestion  repeated.]  If  it 
represents  205.  of  that  metal  at  the  coinage 
price,  it  is  not. 

If  I  go  to  a  siWersmith's  shop,  and  see 
a  gold  cap,  which  he  tells  me  is  in  weight 
exactly  a  handred  guineas,  and  that  he 
most  have  10/.  more  for  the  workmanship, 
will  he  give  me  that  cup  for  115/.  in 
Bank  notes,  gold  bullion  selling  at  4/.  I2s. 
per  ounce  ?— He  will  sell  his  gold  cup  as 
ne  would  any  other  bullion,  at  the  bullion 
price  I  suppose. 

Am  I  to  understand  by  that,  that  he 
would  sell  his  cup  for  1201.  or  there- 
abouts, being  the  value  of  the  gold,  be- 
sides the  10/.  for  the  workmanship  ?— Yes. 
Will  you  state  to  the  Committee,  in 
your  opinion,  to  what  causes  is  referable 
the  present  unfavourable  state  of  ex- 
change between  England  and  the  conti- 
nent ?— To  the  balance  of  payments  being 
against  ihis  country. 

Can  you  give  cases  to  illustrate  the 
fact  that  you  have  assigned,  of  the  ba- 
lance of  payments  being  against  this 
country? — Large  British  armies  on  the 
Continent ;  slow  returns  for  exports  ; 
quick  payments  for  imports,  and  very 
large  stocks  of  imported  goods  now  on 
hand  in  this  country. 

Is  there  any  other  cause  to  which  you 
attribute  the  present  state  of  exchange?— 
I  know  of  none  other  that  can  affect  it, 
excepting  that  of  a  forced  depreciated 
currency. 

Is  it  your  opinion  that  the  currency  of 
England  is  depreciated  ^-.-Certainly  not. 
Is  it  the  course  of  trade  between  Great 
Britain  and  the  Continent  of  Europe  to 
pay  by  anticipation  sometimes,  mr  by 
ready  money,  for  our  imports  ?— Almost 
without  exception,  as  far  as  comes  within 
my  knowledge. 

State  the  course  of  payments  which  the 
Continent  makes  to  England  for  its  ex- 
ports.— ^The  English  merchant  exporting 
on  bis  own  account,  is  generally  obliged 
to  wait  the  sale  of  the  goods  exported  be- 
fore be  ffets  bia  payment,  and  often  gives 
long  credit  to  foreigners  for  wlHMe  account 
he  exports. 

From  this  course  of  trade  does  it  not 
follow  that  the  Continent;  at  the  present 
^*o)e»  most  be  indebted  to  Eofftand  ?-^I 


conceive  it  to  be  so  generally,  and  know 
it  to  be  so  at  respects  myself  individually. 

YoQ  have  stated,  that  there  is  at  this 
present  time  a  large  quantity  of  merchan-< 
dize  on  hand  in  England  ;  is  that  quantity 
larger  than  in  former  years  it  has  been  ? 
— In  some  articles  I  conceive  it  to  be  so, 
to  many  of  which  I  have  specially  ad« 
verted  before,  namely,  Baltic  produce  and 
foreign  wool. 

Do  yoQ  inclade  in  foreign  wool,  cotton 
wool  ?— I  do  not  know  that  the  quantity 
of  cotton  wool  is  larger  than  it  has  often 
been  at  former  periods. 

For  such  articles  as  we  import  from  the 
Continent  for  the  purpose  of  exportation 
to  the  Colonies,  such  as  wines,  linens  from 
Germany  and  Russia,  iron  from  Sweden, 
for  which  we  have  paid,  do  we  not  give 
credit  for  12  or  18  months  when  so  ex- 
ported ?— I  consider  those  happy  who  get 
paid  so  soon. 

March^5,  1810. 

Francis  HoKNER,Esq.  in  the  Chair. 

James  William  Morrison,  Esq.  Deputy 
Master  of  his  Majesty's  Mint,  called 
in,  and  examined. 

Can  you  state  to  the  Committee,  whe« 
ther  any  examination  has  been  recently 
made  at  the  Mint  with  respect  to  the  de« 
gree  in  which  the  present  gold  coins  of 
the  realm  are  worn  and  diminished  in 
weight  ?— >The  last  examination  was  made 
in  April  1807. 

What  was  the  result  of  that  examina* 
tion  i — I  have  brought  a  copy  of  a  paper 
stating  the  result  of  experiments  made  by 
the  officers  of  the  Mint,  by  order  of  tho 
lords  of  the  Committee  for  coin,  the  ISih 
of  April  1b07,  to  ascertain  the  deficiency 
in  weight  of  the  gold  coin  of  the  averago 
quantity  then  in  circulation. 

Have  no  experiments  been  made  since  I 
— None. 

[The  Paper  delivered  in.] 

Has  any  examination  been  lately  mado 
at  the  Mint  to  ascertain  the  quantities  of 
precious  metal  contained  in  the  cohis  of 
foreign  European  states  ? — No  examina- 
tion  of  that  sort  has  be^n  made  since  sir 
Isaac  Newton  was  master  of  the  Mint. 

Are  you  possessed  of  any  informatioo^ 
whether,  since  the  ansay  of  the  Ibrmgn 
coins  by  sir  Isaac  Newton,  any  changea 
h»ve  taken  place  in  the  coins  of  thoaa 
foreign  countries  ? — I'  should'  apprehend 
some  changes  may  have  bren  made, 
tboush  no  official  assay  has  been  made; 
I  think  it  very  likely  tbtt  tke  assay* 
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HnaiKr  oC  ibe  Miul  might  furaish  tbe  Coir4 
mittee  with  sach  informalion. 
'  Thenrof  course  voo  ha?e  no  infunpatioa 
isoncerniag  the  relative  value  of  goM  and 
silver  in  the  foreign  coins? — I  have  not; 
J  understand  there  is  a  recent  Freoch  pub* 
lication,  which  contains  important  infer* 
mation  of  this  spit. 

^  From  .whom  do  you  receive  at  the 
Mint  the  ingots  of  gold  which  haxre  been 
produced  from  guineas  ?«— From  the  Bank 
•f  England ;  they  have  been  the  sole  imp 
porters  of  buUion  into  the  Mint  for  half  a 
century,  with  tlie  exception  of  an  instance 
which  I  remember  of  gold  being  brought 

by  the  Bank  of  Ireland  lo  be  coined. 

• 

Samuel  Wflli  a^s,  Esq.  a  Merchant  trading 
to  the  United  States  of  America^  called 
'in,  and  examined. 

Have  you  any  information  with  respect 
to  the  present  state  of  the  currancieAof 
the  United  States? — ^Yes. 

What  does  it  consist  of? — Silver  and 
gold ;  eagles  is  the  gold  coin,  and  dol- 
•tars  the  silver.  Tbe  accounts  are  kept  in 
dollars  and  cent^ ;  an  eagle  fa  ten  dollars, 
and  a  cent  is  an  hundredth  part  of  a  dol- 
lar ;  the  cent  is  a  copper  coin. 

Is  there  any  paper  currency  in  the 
United  States  ?-^BaBk  notes,  from  a  dol- 
lar upwards. 

Are  those  Bank  notes  issued«by  private 
Banks  only^  or  is  there  a  Government 
Bank  ? — X'^^y  ^re  all  private  Banks,  but 
iacorpdrated ;  one  is  called  tjie  Bank  of 
the  ynited  States,  incorporated  like  the 
vest,  wltich  has  seven  branches  in  the 
different  States. 

h  the  paper  of  any  of  those  Banks  a 
legal  tender  in  payment,  or  are  they  all 
convertible  into  specie,  at  the  option  of 
the  holder  ?«-In  the  Bank  of  the  United 
Stales  and  all  its  branches,  and  in  all  the 
.  Banks  in  the  principal  sea  ports,  the  notes 
are  payable  m  gold  or  silver  oo  demand. 
|t)elieve  there  are  some  country  Banks, 
partknlarly  in  tl^  StaAe  of  Massachosets, 
•rbich  have  lately  paid  only  by  drafts  on 
Ibe  oipilal  of  the  Sute  it  30  days  siaht; 
H^y  will  soon,  however,  be  compelled  to 

Ey  in  epecie^  or  tke  charter  will  be  taken 
imtbenk 

Are  the  notes  of  those  Benki  in  Maisn* 
ckvels  pMnfate  in  spncio  on  dennnd?— 
Yes» 

Thott  yen  4o  not  nnderMmd  that  pay- 
IMttt,  by  drafts  on  Boston  lo  be  a  legal 
^ischorsBe  ?-«*IIq,  nel  at  aiL 
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part  of  these  Senka  gone  to  any  oKtcxn  in 
ameuat«  and  from  what  circnnmtanc^a  has 
it  arisen  ?— Four  or  five  out  4d'25  ^f  these 
Banks  perhaps  have  paid  by  drafia  instead 
of  pay^iog  on  demand  ;  it  has  prtnctpaiJy 
arisen  from  the  state  of  ihiogs  prsxittctd 
by  the  embargo* 

Are  the  dollars  and  eagles   ya«  have 
mentioned,  coins  of  the  United  Slafeea?— 

X  On. 

Do  you  know  the  steidard  of  ihoae 
coins,  and  the  quantity  of  eacli  metaJ  coe- 
tained  in  them  respectivaly?— Tba  ec<;it 
weighs  1 1  dwta.  Ogrs. ;  tha  dollar  weigibf 
17  dwtf.  7  grs.,  and  it  passes  in  China  and 
in  the  East  Indies  at  the  aanae  valoen 
Spanish  dolhtrs. 

Is  that  their  standard  weighty  or  ihtd 
current  weight  ?^l'ho  standard  weigbL 

Do  you  know  the  average  wraight  d 
dollars  in  circulation  ?—^venleeo  peony* 
weights  6  grains. 

Do  you  know  tbe  current  weight  ol  i2k 
eagle  ?-*-It  may  be  a  grain  less.  Boc,  sj 
tbe  best  mode  of  ftimisbing  tbe  informa- 
tion which  I  possess  upon  this  snt»ject,  I 
beg  leave  to  oiler  to  the  Comniiitee  i 
boak  which  I  have  brought  with  me«  inti- 
tuled **  The  Massachosets  Rogister,  znd 
United  States  Calendar,  for  tbe  ytu 
1 908  ;*'  which  contains  tables  for  receir. 
in^  and  paying  the  gold  coins  of  Grcsc 
Britain,  Portugal,  France,  and  the  dooi* 
nions  of  i>paiii,  according  to  acts  of  G»- 
gress;  and  a  table  of  the  weight  an<i 
value  of  the  American  coins;  aJso^  s 
table  of  tbe  value  and  weight  of  coins  as 
they  pass  in  the  respective  States  of  the 
Union,  with  their  sterling  and  fvdeml 
value,  together  with  rules  for  reducing 
currencies.  This  book  also  contains  a 
statement  with  respect  to  the  United  States 
Bank,  and  the  Banks  in  MassachusetSL 

Are  you  able  to  state  whether  there  b 
much  of  this  gold  coin  in  circulation  in 
the  United  Stales?-—!  believe  that  gold 
comfioses  tbe  greater  part  of  the  specie 
that  Is  in  circulation  in  tbe  United  Malei, 
because  dollars  generally  bear  apremiun. 

Are  they  both  legal  tenders  for  any 
sums?— Yes. 

Is  there  any  limitation  upon  the  offer 
of  silver  in  payment  of  debts  to  any 
aaoont  ?— No,  only  of  oopper,  which  ii 
only  a  tender  for  small  (myments^  as  ia 
this  country. 

Then  we  understand  you  m  static  that 
goW  is  more  seen  in  circolatfon  thso  dol- 
lars ?<^Yes,  I  think  it  is.     • 

II  there  ipufib  paper  in  cirqilatien  ia 
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proportiofn  to  the  ipeci^  ?—¥€•«  a  Yery 
great  proportion ;  I  shooki  suppete  nine 
tenths ;  I  mean  bank  notes  -payable  to 
bearar  on  demand. 

Is  the  proportion  of  bank  notes  to  specie 
in  circolation  in  the  United  States,  more 
or  less  than  what  yoQ  think  it  was  in  this 
country  before  1797  ?— About  the  same,  I 
should  suppose. 

iiess  therefore  than  it  is  in  this  country 
at  present  ?-^Yes. 

What,  according  to  your  best  infbrma* 
tion^  is  understood  to  be  the  amount  of  the 
quantity  of  paper  in  circulation  throughout 
the  United  States  ?^-The  capital  of  all  the 
banks  is  about  40  millions  of  dollars,  per* 
haps  three  fourths  of  that  may  be  in  cir* 
culation  In  bank  notes. 

Are  any  of  those  Banks  limited  by  law, 
Hf  by  the  terms  of  their  charters,  as  to  the 
amount  they  may  issue  ?-^l  believe  not, 
ibey  are  so  numerous  that  they  are  a 
check  upon  each  other. 

Is  the  circulation  of  each  of  those  banks 
generally  confined  within  a  certain  dis* 
tri  ct^  or  do  the  notes  of  any  one  of  them 
circulate  throughout  the  States?— •  They 
are  by  practice  confined  more  or  less  to 
their  own  local  district;  the  bank  notes 
of  the  United  States  Bank  circulate  freely 
throughout  the  States. 

In  what  proportion  would  you  say,  that 
in  any  one  of  the  States  the  bank  notes  of 
the  bank  of  the  United  Stetes  bear  to  the 
local  paper  of  such  Stites  ?^-The  best  in- 
formation I  can  gire,  is  to  refer  to  the 
book  I  hare  delirered  in,  which  crnitains 
a  statement  of  the  capital  of  the  Boston 
banlEB,  and  that  branch  of  the  United 
States  bank  which  is  at  Boston ;  I  beliere 
the  capital  of  the  country  banks  in  Mas- 
sachusetsmay  be  about  two  millions  qf 
dollars. 

JOo  you  conceive  that  the  circulation  of 
any  of  (hose  banks  -bears  a  fixed  or  ne- 
cessary proportion  to  the  amount  of  their 
capital  ?'^The  notes  of  the  Boston  bank 
may  amount  to  two*thirds  or  three-fourths 
of  their  capital. 

Do  you  know  that  -feet  ?— Yes,  I  do. 

Is  it  an  inference  you  derived  from 
your  knowledge  of  that  fact,  when  you 
calculate  the  amount  of  the  circulation  of 
.the  other  tmnks  ?•— I  conceive  the  country 
banks  issue  in^  larger  proportion  to  their 
capital. 

Is  it  necessary  .to  have  a  charter  in 
order  to  carry  on  the  business  of  banking 
In  any  part  of  the  United  States,  or  is 
that  branch  of  trade  free  to  all  the  world  ? 


«Jt  is  firee  to  all  the  world ;  but  unless 
they  were  chartered,  people  ^woukl  not 
have  oontideiice  in  tiiem*. 

What  priml^ges  does  that  cliarter.  give  ? 
•—They  are  authoriaed  to  issue  notes  for  a 
certain  time. 

Are  the  proprietors  responsible  beyond 
their  shares  of  the  capital  subscribed  }^m 
No. 

Then  thait  is  the  nat Are  of  the  privilege 
which  they  darive  firom  their  charter,  and. 
the  privilege  of  suing,  and  being  sued  ?-^ 
Yes. 

Do  those  country  banks,  aoid  does  the 
bank  of  the  t^nited  States,  rdceive  depo« 
sits,  or  do  they  issue  their  notes  upon  the 
credit  of  commercial  bills,  or  Apon  what 
other  secmrities  ?<«*-Oa  conAnefcial  bills 
chiefly. 

What  date  do  tiiose  bills  bear,  and  at 
what  rate  of  interest  are  they  discounted  ^ 
-^ixty  dajTs  date,  and  at  6  per  cent 

is  there  any  general  law  m  the  United 
Stales  limiting  the  rate  of  interest  P-^In" 
Massachusets  the  rate  of  interest  is  limited 
by  law  at  d  per  cent. :  I  believe  in  New 
York  at  7  ;  all  the  banks  throughout* the 
United  States  discomit  at  0  per  cent. 
.  Do  those  banks  receive  deposits  ?— Yes^ 

Do  they  give  interest  on  such'  deposits  ? 
—No. 

Is  any  thing  paid  to  the  bank  for  saf^ 
custody  F— Mo. 

What  is  the  cnrfent  market  rate  of  in^ 
terest  in  the  countiy  ?— Six  per  cent. 

Is  ft  reckoned  a  nvour  to  lend  at  6  pet 
cent,  on  the  continent  ? — ^Yes. 

Has  there  been  any  alteration  lately  iit 
the  current  or  legal  rate  of  interest  ?— No; 

What  is  the  fnterest  which  government 
securities  bear  in  the  States  ? — For  the  se^ 
curilies  of  the  individual  States,  the  inte- 
rest is  6  per  cent.     * 

Has  the  Rational  hank  arfy  privilegei 
above  tfie  other  banks?— ^Nb  other  than 
that  of  receiving  the  public  monies  for 
duties,  &c. 

The  national  bank  then  is  of  t?ours6  ex- 
clusively  employed  te  pay  the  dividends 
on  the  public  debt  r<-^ertainly. 

Does  that  bank  make  those  payment^ 
gratuTtouflly  ?— Yes. 

What  is  the  difference  which  you  a1« 
luded  to  between  the  value  of  gold  and 
nlver^  and  the  cause  of  that  difference  f-^ 
The  difference  is  generally  1  to  2  per  cent; 
and  the  causte  is,  a'greater  demandibr  the 
exportation  of  dollars  td  the  East  Indies 
and  China. 

When  a  demand  to  any  considerable 
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amonnt  is'oiade  upon  an3rof  the  banks  for 
a  payment  in  specie^  do  they  make  that 
in  eagle.s  the  coin  of  the  United  States^  or 
in  foreign  coin  ?— In  both  indiscriminate- 
ly, because  all  foreign  coins  arc  received 
at  the  banks  at  the  relative  values  estab^ 
lished  by  Act  of  Congress. 
.  Are  those  foreign  coins  in  common  cir- 
culation ? — ^They  are. 

In  mentioning  the  large  proportion  of 
gold  to  silver  coin  in  circulation,  do  you 
mean  to  include  this  foreign  gold  coin  as 
weir  as  the  eagles  ?— Yes. 

What  proportion  does  the  foreign  gold 
coin  bear  to  the  eagles  in  circulation  ?— • 
As  9  to  1. 

What  sort  of  foreign  gold  coin  is  it? 
When  I  was  in  the  country  10  or  12  years 
ago,  it  was  chiefly  Portuguese  and  Spanish 

fold ;  there  wer6  also  English  guineas  and 
rench  gold,  but  not  much. 

Are  the  foreign  gold  coins  in  circula- 
tion uniformly  received  without  any  fluc- 
tuation at  the  relative  value  fixed  by  law  ? 
•—They  pass  by  weight. 

Does  the  federal  law  of  the  United 
States^  or  does  the  law  of  any  of  the 
States,  permit  the  exportation  of  their  own 
coin,  gold  or  silver  ? — ^The  exportation  is 
free. 

Is  there  a  seigniorage  paid  at  the  Ame- 
rican mint  ? — I  believe  not« 

Thes  the  Spanish  dollar  pass  by  weight, 
or  in  the  same  way  as  the  doll&rs  of  the 
States  P-^t'It  circnlates  equally  ;  I  believe 
thev  are  of  the  same  fineness  and  weight. 

is  there  a  general  mint  for  the  federal 
union,  or  are  there  more  mints  ?— There  is 
only  one  mint,  a  federal  mint. 

what  is  the  relative  value  of  gold  and 
silver  ?— I  believe  15  for  1. 
.  Is  it  supposed  that  any  large  fund  of 
gold  or  silver  is  deposited  in  the  coffers  of 
ihe  banks  you  'have  described,  and  in 
what  manner  do  they  supply  themselves 
with  sQch  as  they  have  occasion  for  ?— I 
suppose  that  large  sums  are  deposited  in 
the  coffers  of  the  banks,  consisting  chiefly 
of  gold  coin. 

Are  the  banks  in  the  United  States  ex- 
posed to  sudden  drains  upon  them  for 
their  gold  or  other  specie,  either  in  con- 
sequence of  an  alarm  or  a  demand  within 
the  territory  of  the  States,  or  in  conse- 
quence of  demands  from  abroad  ?— They 
sure  sometimes  subject  to  sudden  and  great 
grains,  when  large  sums  are  wanted  for 
exportation  to  the  East  Indies  and  China. 

That  is  a  drain  for  silver  ?— Yes. 

How  high  luive  you  ever  known  the 


agio  of  dollars  above  gold  >.»Five  r^^ 
cent.9  the  genetal  average  is  from  one  ti 
two. 

Have  yon  ever  known  a  dram  upon  vie 
banks  for  gold,  from  any  caused — Nj, 
never  but  upon  the  establishment  of  a  ne-v 
bank,  and  the  consequent  demand  for  go -U 
to  form  its  deposit. 

Have  you  ever  known  instances  *•( 
failures  of  any  of  those  banks  ^ — Oni  j  on« 
in  tl^e  state  of  Rhode  island,  which  ws  a 


bank  that  iaued  notes  without  having  ary 
capital  or  funds  to  support  tt« 

In  what  manner  do  those  hanks  guirJ 
themselves  against  an  inconvenient  de- 
mand upon  them  for  silver,  when  the  pre> 
mium  is  as  high  as  five  per  cent.  ^^^Tbcj 
pay  in  gold 

Supposing  there  were  a  demand  upci 
them  for  gold,  in  what  msmner  wou.j 
those  banks  endeavour  to  protect  tbe<s- 
selves  from  having  their  deposit  drainfri 
off  by  their  notes  being  broo^t  in  r— 
They  are  careful  not  to  issue  too  mif>} 
notes. 

Do  they  lessen  their  paper  when  there 
is  danger  of  drains  upon  them  for  sold  ?«- 
Always ;  they  oflen  lessen  their  discounu 
very  rabidly. 

XjAder  what  circnmstances  is  it  that 
such  a  drain  is  felt  or  apprehended  by  tUe 
banks ;  is  it  when  the  exchange  is  peco- 
liarly  unfiivoarable  ?— It  is  not  mnch  af- 
fected by  any  exchange,  but  from  their 
having  issued  too  much  paper. 

When  the  drain  is  made  apon  them,  to 
what  purpose  is  the  gold  applied  that  is  $o 
taken  out  ?— There  may  be  a  drain  upon 
one  bank  out  of  four^  to  relieve  the  other 
three. 

Do  thoy  ever  experience  a  general 
drain  upon  all  the  baxiks  ?— Ko. 

Do  you  remember  any  conjwiction  of 
circumstances  affecting  the  ooonlry  |ie- 
nerally,  which  have  made  the  banks  u^e 
more  than  ordinary  "precaations  in  letsea- 
ing  the  amount  of  their  circulation  ?<— I  do 
not  recollect  any. 

Is  it  the  cuhtom  of  the  several  hanks  to 
possess  themselves  of  each  others  paprr. 
and  then  to  excliange  that  paper  for  p>ld 
when  they  experience  a  drain  ?-^t  i&  mu* 
tually  the  case. 

Is  there  no  one  bank  that  has  any  eji- 
closive  circulation  in  any  one  part  oi 
America,  and  to  whose  funds  the  oiiMf 
banks  more  particularly  resort  for  a  supply 
of  gold  -?— No. 

Do  you  remember  at  any  time  the  ex* 
change  ou  iinglaod  being  so  uaiavourabls 
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U>  America*  ibit  there  was  a  profit  by  ex« 
porttog  specie  from  America  r— Yes. 

Was  it  gold  or  silver  ?— Silver, .geoe* 
rally ;  and  it  was  when  the  price  of 
silver  was  high  in  this  country. 

From  what  causes  did  that  state  of  ex«- 
change  unfavourable  to  America  arise  ?— 
From  the  large  importations  from  this 
couatry  chiefly^  and  the  reduced  ezporta- 
Uons  irom  America.  ^ 

Did  that  cause  any  drain  of  gold  ?— No, 
only  of  silver. 

Do  you  remember  any  period  since  the 
independence  of  America,  when  the  paper 
circulation  of  that  country  was  regarded 
as  excessive  ? — Not  since  the  independ- 
ence. 

Has  there  been  any  forced  Government 
paper  in  Americasince  the  independence? 
—No. 

Is  there  in  any  of  the  principal  towns 
of  the  United  States,  a  market  price  fur 
gold  or  silver  bullion  orcein,  as  there  U  in 
the  principal  capitals  of  Europe? — No, 
there  is  not. 

Is  not  the  currency  different  in  the  dif- 
ferent states  ?— AH  the  national  accounts^ 
and  all  the  accounts  of  merchants  and 
bankers,  are  kept  indpllars  and  cents. 

Then  what  is  the  use  of  those  rules 
which  are  given  in  the  book  you  have  de^ 
livered  in,  for  reducing  the  currencies  of 
thediflerent  States?— ^>ome  few  old  peo- 
ple may  still  reckon  by  the  old  currency 
of  pounds,  shillings,  and  pence. 

How  does  it  happen,  that  a  different  rule 
should  be  necessary  as  between  different 
States?— -Before  the  independence,  there 
were  excessive  paper  currencies  in  all  the 
States,  which  were  liquidated  at  different 
rates,  the  degree  of  excess  ia  the  separate 
States  being  diOifrent,  in  the  same  manner 
as  has  been  done  in  the  different  West 
India  islands;  and  the  persons  who  still 
continue  to  compute  according  to  the  old 
fashion,  compare  the  new  currency  and 
accounts  of  dollars  and  cents  with  their 
former  currency  avso  liquidated. 

lu  those  times  precedmg  the  independ- 
ence, bad  the  different  States  a  local  cop- 
per coinage? — No,  the  copper  coinage 
was  all  British. 

h  there  a  course  of  exchange  between 
America  and  any  other  country  ?•— Yes. 

With  what  countries? — ^Ensland  princi- 
pally ;  also  with  France  and  Holland. 

h  the  course  of  exchange  the  same  be« 
tween  England  and  all  the  States,  or  is  there 
a  different  exchange  ? — ^Nearly  the  same; 
there  is  a  difference  of  one  per  cent,  only. 
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What  is  the  par  of  exchange  between 
the  United  States  «»d  France  ?— I  neveiv 
saw  the    excl^ange  with. France   quoted 
in  any  price  current;  it  has  been  quoted 
with  Holland,  Hamburgh,  and  England. 

What  is  the  par  of  exchange  betweea 
the  United  States  and  Hamburgh  ? — I  can- 
not answer  that  qiiestion,  nor  that  with 
Holland ;  all  the»  ^transactions  betweea 
America  and  Europe  are  settled  upon  the. 
exchange  in  England. 

Is  there  any  thing  like  a  course  of  ex- 
change between  America  and  the  East 
Indies  or  China  ?^-No. 

What  is  the  par  of  exchange  between 
the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  ?— 
There  has  never  been  any  fixed ;  what  we 
consider  as  the  par  of  the  American  or  Spa* 
nish  dollars  is  41.  6d.  sterling. 

Are  the  exchanges  with  England  quoted 
with  reference  to  this  par  in  dollars?-^ 
No;  they  generally  draw  in  pounds  ster« 
ling. 

How  do  you  draw  upon  them?— «Very 
few  such  transactions  ever  take  place. 

If  you  were  to  draw  a  bill  upon  Ame« 
rica,  in  what  terms  would  you  draw  it; 
in  dollars  or  sterling  ? — In  dollars,  con- 
verting the  pounds  sterling  into  dollars  at 
4«.  6d, 

Is  there  an  exchange  of  the  United 
States  on  England,  as  well  as  of  England 
on  the  Uniceo  States  ? — No;  there  is  onlv 
an  exchange  from  America  on  Great  BrU 
tain. 

What  is  the  present  exchange  from  the^ 
United  States  on  England,  and  has  that 
varied  much  within  the  last  12  months  ?— • 
In  the  month  of  January  last  the  drawer 
in  America  received  from  96/.  to  U7/.  for 
a  bill  of  J  00/. — [The  Witness  gave  in  a 
paper,  intituled  "  Average  of  Exchange* 
New  York  on  Great  Britaiu,  from  1 804  to 
1808  inclusive,  and  Exchange  at  Boston  in, 
1809."]— >The  difference  between  New 
York  and  Boston  is  pretty  steadily  one  per, 
cent,  lower  at  Boston  than  at  New  York, 
that  is,  the  merchant  at  Boston  gets  one  per 
cent  less  than  the  merchant  at  New  York. 

In  this  mode  of  stating  the  exchanges* 
whether  it  be  in  dollars  or  pounds,  the  par 
seems  to  be  in  fact  an  equal  number  of 
either  ?*-Yes. 

It  would  appear  from  this  account,  that 
the  exchange  remained  in  favour  of  this 
country  from  about  the  beginning  of  1805 
to  the  end  of  1807,  and  that  during  the 
year  1808,  and  until  April  1809,  the  ex- 
change was  against  this  country  as  mu<ph 
as  from  6  to  10  per  cent.  ?^Yes. 
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persiiteJ  in  diminisbiDg  their  discounts 
to  a  greater  degree  .than  they  did,  they 
nvottld  have  brought  on  ruin  to  the  mer- 
4:antile.part  of  the  commuiuty. 

Did  not  the  diminution  of  discounts  at 
these  periods  create  great  public  distress  ? 
— Insomuch  so.  as  I  have  already  stated  ; 
•inany  of^he  Bank  directors  repented  of 
the  measure. 

Was  not  thd  drain  upon  the  Bank  which 
took  place  at  that  time^  occasioned  chiefly 
by  a  demand  for  an  increased  quantity  of 
cold  in  the  country,  in  consequence  of  the 
failure  of  country  banks,  and  a  disposition 
to  hoard  guineas  through  the  fear  of  inva- 
sion ? — To  t^e  best  of  my  recollection 
there  was  at  that  period  failures  of  some 
of  the  country  banLs  and  that  a  conse- 
<aQent  demand  was  made  upon  the  bank 
K>r  guineas  ;  the  circumstance  of  hoard- 
ing may  probably  also  have  had  some  in- 
fluence upon  it. 

Was  not  then  the  distress  which  at  that 
time  attended  the  reMriction  of  the  dis- 
counts of  the  bank,  occasioned  by  the 
want  of  a  substitute  for  Bank  notes  sup- 
pressed by  the  country  banks  r — It  was,. I 
conceive,  occasioned  in  part  by  the  want 
of  confidence  which  those  failures  had 
occasioned,  ahd  the  other  part  by  hoard- 
ing. 

If  the  government  had  paid  back  the 
advan€5es  made  to  it  at  that  time,  would 
it  have  been  necessary  to  have  reduced 
those  discounts  muterially  ? 

Mr.  P-Pflwc— I  think  it'would  have  been 
absolutely  necessary  for  the  bank  to  have 
thrown  into  the  public,  either  by  way  of 
fdispountpr  in  some  other  way,  an  equal 
qi^antity  of  bank  notes  that  would  hare 
.been  annihilated  by  such  pay  menu  from 

•  the  government  to  the  Bank.  .  Such  re- 
.payment  by  government  certainly  would 
bave  afloirded  a  greater  scope  to  the  Bank 
to  give  <liscouuts  to  the  merchants,  which 
bowever  must  have  been  ultimately  regu- 
lated by  the  extent  and  continuance  of  the 

.  demands  made  upon  it  for  gold,  as  it  must 
.  be  obvious  that  the  Bank  (however  reluct- 

•  antly,  yet  from  a  regard  to  its  own  secu- 
rity) would  have  found  it  necessary  to  di- 

.iniuish  the  amount  of  its  notes,  by  with- 
bolditig  discoimts  in  proportion  to  the  run 
upon  it  arising  from  failures  of  country 
banks,  fears  of  invasion,  and  other  causes 
4>f  .alacm,  although  it  is  equally  clear  that 
this  diminution  of  notes  would  have  aggra- 
vated the  difficulties  which  occasioned 
the  run  upon  the  Bank,  and  rendering  this 
conduct  iiecessarjr  on  its  part. 


May  it  not  be,  then,  thit  a  prtfpctruoa 
of  the  notesso  paid  in  by  govenuAentmight 
have  been  issued  for  discounts  ? 

I  intended  in  my  former  answer  to  baTc 
said  it  would  be  necessary  to  iacrease  the 
amount  of  our  discounts,  faaTiog  leaaeacd 
the  advances  to  government. 

Mr.  Pe^tf^ce.— Certainly  it  might,  bot 
still  the  same  necessity  would  have  exist* 
ed  on  the  part  of  the  Bank  to  have  dimi- 
nished the  sum  total  in  circulation  in  pro- 
portion to  the  call  for  gold,  although  this 
would  have  been  attended  ¥rith  the  coo- 
sequences  to  public  credit  pointed  oat  ia 
the  answer  to  the  preceding  question. 

Whether  or  not  there  waa«  in  the  end 
of  the  year  1796  and  beginning  oftheytv 
1797,  a  considerable  diminution  of  the  ooi- 
stauding  notes  of  the  bank  of  £nglaod  ?— 
There  was. 

Was  not  much  of  the  public  and  com- 
mercial distress  which  arose  at  that  period, 
attributable  to  that  diminution  ? 

Mr.  ff/iilmore.*-!  have  no  doubt  about  it 
Mr.  Poirsc.— -Undoubtedly. 
Whether,  in  your  opinion,  it  was  not  a 
much  wiser  measure,  relative  to  the  mer- 
cantile interests  of  the  country,  that  the  res- 
triction   of   cash   payments  should  have 
taken  place  in  1797,  than  that  the  Bank 
should  have  persevered  in  diminishing  tbc 
issue  of  bank  notes  in  discount  ? 
Mr.  ^/ii^morv.— Certainly. 
Whether,  before  the  restriction  on  the 
Bank,  the  demand  for  gold  did  not  mach 
niore  arise  from  the  want  of  confidence  in 
the  security  of  paper  currency,  than  fimn 
the  state  of  the  foreign  exchanges  ? 

Mr.  IFAtifnortf.— To  the  best  of  my  re» 
collection  it  was  not  owing  to  the  state  of 
the  foreign  exchanges,  but  wholly  to  the 
want  of  that  confidenOe. 

In  your  opinion,  has  the  state  of  the  ex- 
changes at  any  time  very  materially  ope- 
rated, before  the  restriction,  to  increase 
the  demand  on  the  Bank  for  gold  ?— la 
my  opinion  it  has  not ;  the  demand  liar 
gold  for  exportation  depended  upon  the 
price  of  the  article  in  foreign  countries. 

Mr.  Piearjf.— Within  the  course  of  my 
experience  in  the  Bank,  the  Hamburgh 
exchange  has  never  been  so  much  below 
par,  previous  to  the  Restriction  Bill,  as  to 
render  it  sufficiently  an  object  of  advan- 
tage to  individuals  to  make  any  material 
demand  for  gold  upon  the  Bank,  llie 
state  of  the  exchanges  appears  genersity 
to  have  been  coiuiderably  above  par, 
sometimes  ^s  much  as  1 1^  per  cent,  above 
par  i  and  the  lowest  rate  of  it  at  no  tiins 
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tity  of  lilTer  ?-»In  the  ceurte  of  half  a 
century  the  increase  has  been  in  the  pro- 
portion of  ihfee  and  a  half  to  tvro ;  my 
acooant  of  tbree-iifths  of  the  siWer  pro- 
«liicedi  reacbeftdown  to  1804^  and  the  ac* 
covnt  of  Poloai  to  1800. 

Have  you  had  any  opportunity  of  col- 
ieetiog  information  with  re«fiect  to  the 
protrressive  state  of  the  priceaof  grain  in 
-Spam  daring  the  last  hstif  century  ? — ^i 
have  here  a  statement  of  the  prices  of 
'wheat  and  barley  in  Seville  from  1675  to 
1764.. 

{Mr.  Allen  deliverwd  in  several  papers. 
**  Prices  of  fhnega  of  wheat  and  barley 
from  1075  to  1704  both  inclusive,  taken 
from  the  current  prices  in  the  market  of 
Serifle.  Prices  of  the  faiiega  of  wheat 
and  barley  from  1765  to  1787,  both  incla- 
aive^  from  a  comparison  of  the  prices  in 
the  market  towns  of  Castile*  Prices  of 
the  fanega  of  wheat  and  barley  from  f786 
to  1792,  both  inclusive,  in  the  chief  market 
towRs  of  the  two  Castiles,  Andalusia,  and 
Kstremadura.  Prices  of  wheat  and  barley 
from  ]7!)3  to  1804,  in  the  market  of  Me- 
dina and  of  Rio  Seco."] 

Is  there  a  paper  currency  in  Spain  ? — 

There  was  a  Government  paper  currency, 

which  was  depreciated  very  consiflerebly. 

Was  it  forced  in  payments? — No,  it  was 

not. 

To  what  was  the  depreciation  owing  } 
I  am  not  prepared  to  answer  that  question ; 
it  was  partly  owing  to  want  of  confidence 
in  thnt  Government,  and  partly  to  an  over- 
issue of  paper. 

Was  it  a  paper  currency  which  circulat- 
ed in  small  payments  ?— *No ;  it  consisted 
of  three  sorts  of  notes,  one  of  six  hundred 
piastres;  one  of  three  hundred,  and  another 
of  one  hundred  and  fifVy. 

Was  the  depreciation  such  as  to  have 
occasTom.*d  two  prices  ?«-Tbe  paper  piss- 
ed at  a  depreciated  value. 

Was  that  paper  received  by  Govern- 
ment in  the  payment  of  taxes?— I  believe 
not 

Can  you  state  what  the  expence  is  of 
transporting  specie  to  Spain  ?-— I  can  hard- 
ly venture  to  state  it  from  recollection  ;  I 
have  materials  which  will  enable  me  to 
state  what  the  expence  is  of  transporting 
specie  from  lima  to  Spain ;  what  it  is  from 
Vera  Crnz  I  do  not  know. 

Does  the  information  which  you  possess, 
relate  to  a  period  of  war  or  peace  ?— It 
relates  to  'the  period  from  ]70O  to  IT90. 

Have  you  any  means  of  stating  what  it 
is  at  the  present  time  ?— 'I  hare  not. 
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Do  you  know  whether  the  importations 
from  the  colonies  to  the  mother  country 
have  been  rogvlar,  up  to  any  recent  time? 
— ^I  believe  not;  they  have  been  inter- 
rupted by  the  war  with  England. 

Have  there  been  any  considerable  im- 
portations within  a  very  recent  period  ? 
— ^There  has,  since  the  cessation  of  hostili- 
ties with  England,  been  a  very  considerable 
Importation,  bat  1  cannot  say  to  what 
amount. 

Can  you  state  whether  there  is  any  con- 
siderable quantity  of  gold  or  silver  m  cir- 
culation, or  hoarded,  or  brought  to  tha 
market,  or  laid  up  in  stores,  in  Spain  or 
Portugal  ^-^There  is  no  want  of  sihrer  in 
circulation,  but  there  is  a  scarcity  of  gold 
both  in  Spain  and  Portugal :  there  was  not 
so  much  gold  to  be  had  htst  year,  when  I 
was  there,  as  in  1804. 

Has  not  ffold,  at  the  last  period  to  which 
you  have  alluded,  increased  in  value  when 
compared  with  silver,  and  how  mtich  ?— 
There  was  always  a  small  agio  on  gold  in 
Spain;  it  is  Tory  difficult  to  ^et  any  at 
present,  and  I  believe  the  agio  has  in- 
creased,  but  I  cannot  say  to  whatamount. 

John  Whitmore,  Esq.  the  Governor,  and 
John  Peabse,  Esq.  the  Deputy  Gover- 
nor of  the  Bank  of  England,  called  in 
together ;  and  examined. 

Suppose  a  case  in  which  no  demands 
were  made  upon  the  Bank  by  Government 
for  unusual  accommodations,  but  an  un- 
usual demand  was  made  by  merchants 
for  increased  facilities  of  discount,  would 
the  Bank  in  such  a  case  consider  itself  as 
bound,  in  order  to  support  pablic  credit,to 
grant  that  increase  of  discounts,  although 
there  was  a  run  upon  it  for  gold  occasioned 
by  the  high  price  of  bullion  and  the  unfa- 
vourable state  of  the  exchange  ? — I  nofr 
consider  my  answer  as  my  own  opinion, 
not  having  the  opportunity  of  consulting  ^ 
the  Bank  upon  the  question ;  in  my  opinion 
the  Bank  would  not  increase  their  dis- 
counts, nor  on  the  other  hand  would  it,  I 
think,  afler  the  experience  of  the  yean 
1796  and  1797,  do  well  materially  to  di- 
minish them. 

Do  you  mean  that  they  would  lean 
rather  to  the  side  of  diminution  ? — ^They 
would  rather  lean  to  that  ^de  than  to  the 
other. 

What  do  you  consider  as  the  resalt  of 
the  experience  which  the  Banl^  gained  In 
1796  and  1797,  alluded  to  in  your  preced- 
ing answer  ?— -The  experience  the  Bank 
gamed  in  those  yearswas,  that  if  they  had 
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persisted  in  dtminUhijig  their  discounts 
to  a  greater  degree  .tiian  they  did,  they 
Hvoold  have  brought  on  ruin  to  the  mer- 
4:antile.part  of  the  communky. 

Did  not  the  diminution  of  discounts  at 
those  perijods  create  great  public  distress  ? 
•—Insomuch  so. as  I  have  already  stated  ; 
-many  of 'the  Bank  directors  repented  of 
the  measure. 

Was  not  thef  drain  upon  the  Bank  which 
took  place  at  that  time,  occasioned  chiefly 
hy  a  demand  for  an  increased  quantity  of 
gold  in  the  country*  in  consequence  of  the 
failure  of  country  banks,  and  a  disposition 
to  hoard  guineas  through  the  fear  of  inva- 
sion P-T-To  t^e  best  of  my  recollection 
there  was  at  that  period  failures  of  some 
of  the  country  banks,  and  that  a  conse- 
<|Qent  demand  was  made  upon  the  bank 
K>r  guineas  ;  the  circumstance  of  hoard- 
ing may  probably  also  have  had  some  in- 
fluence upon  it. 

^  Was  not  then  the  distress  which  at  that 
time  attended  the  rejstriction  of  the  dis- 
counts of  the  bank,  occasioned  by  the 
•want  of  a  substitute  for  B^nk  notes  sup- 
pressed by  the  country  banks  r— -It  was,. I 
conceive,  occasioned  in  part  by  the  want 
of  confidence  which  those  failures  had 
occasioned,  a'nd  the  other  part  by  hoard- 
ing. 

If  the  government  had  paid  back  the 
advan(5es  made  to  it  at  that  time,  would 
it  have  been  necessary  to  have  reduced 
those  discounts  material ly  ? 

Mr.  Pcarsc. — I  think  it*would  have  been 
absolutely  necessary  for  the  bank  to  have 
thrown  into  the   public,  either  by  way  of 
idiscountor  in  some  other  way,  an  equal 
quantity  of  bank  notes  that  would  have 
.been  annihilated  by  such  payments  from 
the  government  to  the  Bank.   .  Such  re- 
.ct^ymeut  by  government  certain) v  would 
.  l}ave  afiocded  a  greater  scope  to  the  Bank 
to  give  discouuts  to  the  merchants,  which 
however  must  have  been  ultimately  regu- 
lated by  the  extent  andcoptinuanceof  the 
.  demands  made  upon  it  for  gold,  as  it  must 
be  ob¥ious  that  the  Bank  (however  reluct - 
.  antly,  yet  from  a  regard  to  its  own  secu- 
rity) would  have  found  it  necessary  to  di- 
.miuish  the  amount  of  iu  notes,  by  with- 
holding discounts  in  proportion  to  the  run 
upon  ^  arising  from  failures  of  country 
banks,  fears  of  invasion,  and  other  causes 
<>f  alacm,  although  it  is  equally  clear  that 
this  diminution  of  notes  would  have  aggra- 
vated   the  difficulties  which    occasioned 
the  run  upon  th6  Bank,  and  rendering  this 
conduct  necessary  qa  its  part* 


May  it  not  be,  then,  that  a  proporti^ 
of  the  notes  so  paid  in  by  goTernmenimight 
have  been  issued  for  discounts  ? 

I  intended  in  my  former  answer  to  bare 
said  it  would  be  necessary  to  increase  the 
amount  of  our  discounts,  having  leaacncd 
the  advances  to  government. 

Mr.  Pearse«*%ertainly  it  might,  bot 
still  the  same  necessity  would  have  exist* 
ed  on  the  part  of  the  Bank  to  have  dijoat* 
nished  the  sum  total  in  circulation  in  pro- 
portion to  the  call  for  gold,  although  thia 
would  have  been  .attended  with  the  coo- 
sequences  to  public  credit  pointed  oat  in 
the  answer  to  the  preceding  question. 

Whether  or  not  there  was,  in  the  end 
of  the  year  1796  and  beginning  of  the  ycrar 
1797,  a  considerable  diminution  of  the  out- 
standing notes  of  the  bank  of  England  ? — 
There  was. 

Was  not  much  of  the  public  and  com- 
mercial distress  which  arose  at  that  period, 
attributable  to  that  diminution  ? 

Mr.  Whiimofc^i  have  no  doubt  about  it. 
Mr.  Pacrse.'— Undonbcedly. 
Whether,  in  your  opinion,  it  was  not  a 
much  wiser  measure,  relative  to  the  mer- 
cantile interests  of  the  country,  that  the  res- 
triction   of   cash   payments  should  have 
taken  place  in  1797,  than  that  the  Bank 
should  have  persevered  in  diminishing  the 
issue  of  bank  notes  in  discount } 
Mr.  Jf%i/jnorf.— Certainly. 
Whether,  before  the  restriction  on  the 
Bank,  the  demand  for  gold  did  not  much 
more  arise  from  the  want  of  confidence  in 
the  security  of  paper  currency,  than  from 
the  state  of  the  foreign  exchanges  ? 

Mr.  Whitmor€,'^To  the  best  of  my  re- 
collection it  was  not  owing  to  the  stale  of 
the  foreign  exchanges,  but  wholly  to  the 
want  of  that  confidence. 

In  your  opinion,  has  the  state  of  the  ex* 
changes  at  any  time  very  materially  ope- 
rated, before  the  restriction,  to  increase 
the  demand  on  the  Bank  for  gold  ?•— In 
my  opinion  it  has  not ;  the  demand  for 
gold  for  exportation  depended  upon  the 
price  of  the  article  in  foreign  countries. 

Mr.  Pearsf.— Within  the  course  of  my 
experience  in  the  Bank,  the  Hamburgh 
exchange  has  never  been  so  much  below 
par,  previous  to  the  Restriction  Bill,  as  to 
render  it  sufficiently  an  object  of  advan- 
tage to  individuals  to  make  any  material 
demand  for  gold  upon  the  Bank.  'Jlia 
state  of  the  exchanges  appears  generally 
to  have  been  coiistderably  above  par, 
sometimes  as  much  as  1  f  4  per  cent,  above 
par  I  and  the  lowest  r^  of  it  at  no  tiaia 
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during  that  period  to  have  exceeded  ${ 
per  cent,  below  p«r,  and  then  but  for  a 
few  months. 

Then  is  the  Committee  to  understand 
that  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  governor  and 
the  deputy  goyenior  of  the  Bank>  that  al- 
though the  rate  of  exchange  may  be  much 
against  this  country,  that  the  quantity  of 
specie  in  the  Bank  would  not  be  materially 
aOected  by  it,  supposing  the  Bank  to  be 
paying  in  cash?  . 

Mr.  IVhitmare.^^1  would  wish  my  Gn- 
awer to  this  question  to  be  considered  as 
connected  with  my  former  answer,  that  if 
the  Hamburgh  exchange  afibrds  an  advan* 
tage  to  the  dealers  in  gold  to  send  out  the 
specie,  that  they  undoubtedly  would  do  it ; 
but  that  is  a  calculation  upon  the  price  of 
the  article  abroad. 

Supposing  the  paper  currency  of  this 
country  to  be  equal  to  what  it  was  in  the 
year  1796,  and  the  same  strong  disposition 
to  prevail  to  convert  paper  currency  into 
specie,  whether  the  neceuity  of  a  restric- 
tion on  the  payment  of  specie  would  not 
arise  the  same  as  in  the  year  1797  ?*-The 
same  cause  would,  I  presume,  produce  the 
same  efiect 

(To  Mr.  Pearse.)-*In  the  instance 
which  you  have  stated,  of  the  exchange 
with  Hamburgh  having  been  1]|  per 
cent  in  favour  of  this  cotmtry  before  1797, 
from  what  par  was  that  exchange  calcu- 
lated ? — From  the  par  which  I  understand 
to  be  'in  common  acceptation,  3$.  S. :  I 
am  not  myself  practically  acquainted  with 
those  exchanges. 

Do  you  consider  a  drain  of  guineas  in 
consequence  of  a  profit  to  be  made  by  ex- 
porting them  abroad,  and  a  run  for  guineas 
in  order  to  supply  the  intero|l  circulation 
of  the  country  during  the  moment  of 
alarm,  to  be  cases  so  exactly  alike  that 
the  Bank  ought  to  pursue  the  same  line  of 
conduct  precisely  in  both  cases,  in  order 
to  protect  itself  against  the  demand  for 
guineas  ? 

Mr.  Whitmore,'^!  think  the  Bank  would 
make  a  distinction  between  the  two  cases. 
What  distinction  ?-*The  distinction 
would  be,  that  the  demand  for  guineas  for 
home  purposes  would  not  be  of  such  a 
.serious  nature  as  the  demand  for  expor- 
tation. 

Was  it  not  the  demand  for  guineas  for 
home  purposes  that  immediately  produced 
those  apprehensions  which  were  stated  by 
^he  Court  of  Directors  to  government,  upon 
occasion  of  which  his  Maje8tV4vas advised 
tio  issue  the  Order  in  Council  of  the  26th 
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of  February  1797? — ^Not  having  been  in 
the  Bank  direction,  as  1  before  stated,  at 
that  period,  I  was  not  a  party  to  any  of 
the  debates  that  then  took  place  in  the 
Court  of  Directors. 

Mr.  Pearse,^-^li  undoubtedly  was  :  with 
reference  to  the  former  question,  I  would 
beg  to  observe  that  the  line  of  conduct  to 
be  pursued  by  the  Bank  in  both  cases, 
either  of  a  drain  for  guineas  for  the  foreign 
market  or  for  internal  demands,  must  of 
necessity  be  the  same,  although  in  the 
latter  case,  as  has  been  already  observed, 
the  line  of  conduct  which  under  similar 
circumstances  I  should  fmd  it  necessary  to 
recommeud,  would  no  doubt  increase  those 
difficulties  which  in  the  Brst  place  ren- 
dered the  measure  indispensable. 

Is  the  Committee  to  understand,  that  in 
case  of  distress  in,  the  kingdom,  arising 
from  failures  of  country  banks,  and  the 
consequent  alarm  and  boarding  of  coin, 
by  which  the  amount  of  the  circulating 
medium  would  be  rendered  greatly  below 
what  the  occasions  of  the  public  might 
require,  the  Bank  in  case  of  a  demand  for 
diminishing  their  issue,  as  if  a  demand  to 
the  same  extent  had  been  occasioned  by  a 
very  unfavourable  rate  of  exchanger— 
The  cause  of  the  alarm  being  satisfactorily 
ascertained  to  arise  from  a  diminution  of 
the  circulating  medium,  it  would  be  ob- 
viously advisable  that  the  Bank  should 
endeavour  to  supply  the  deficiency  there- 
by occasioned  ;  yet  the  extent  and  con- 
tinuance of  the  demand  for  guineas  must 
always  be  a  leading  consideration  with  the 
Bank  on  such  an  occasibn. 

You  have  stated,  that  in  the  case  of  a 
drain  of  cash  arising  from  a  foreign  de- 
mand  for  gold,  accompanied  with  an  un* 
favourable  exchange,  at  a  time  when  the 
Bank  should  be  paying  in  cash,  you  should 
advise  some  limitation  of  Bank  paper;  do 
you  think  that  in  the  event  of  an  equal  de- 
mand for  gold  from  abroad,  acCbmpanied 
with  an  equally  unfavourable  exchange, 
it  would  be  expedient  in  like  manner  to 
limit  the  Bank  paper,  although  there  should 
result  from  this  state  of  the  exchange  no 
drain  upon  the  Bank  for  guineas  in  conse- 
quence of  the  existence  of  the  law  autho- 
rising a  suspension  of  the  Bank  payments  ? 

Mr.  Wkiimore.'^ln  my  opinion,  the 
Bank  would  act  precisely  the  same  in  both 
cases;  with  a  desire  to  keep  the  gold  in 
the  country,  they  would  refuse  discounts 
to  such  parties,  as  in  their  opinion  would 
export  the  bullion  equally,  whether  the 
restriction  was  upon  them  or  not. 


tei] 


PARL.  PAPERS.— A^iOftyroM  the  aekoi  OmmiUee 


[ixii 


Mr.  rVarse.— Being  of  opinion  ihat  th« 
ftmoQnt  of  the  Bank  notes  in  circulation, 
controlled  as  it  is  by  the  occasions  of  tbe 
fMiblic  for  internal  purposes,  cannot  in- 
fluence the  rate  of  the  Hamburgh  ex«* 
t;hange,  and  the  consequent  export  of  bul- 
lion' (which  opinion  is  borne  out  by  a  state- 
ment I  have  already  given  in)  I  should 
not  recommend  a  diminution  of  such 
amonnt. 

Do  y-ovL  mean  to  say,  that  supposing  the 
Restriction  Bill  to  exist,  you  should  ad- 
vise some  dimtuution  of  Bank  paper  in  the 
erent  of  the  long  continuance  of  a  very 
unfavourable  exchange  with  all  foreign 
countries? — Certainly  not;  because  I 
have  stated,  in  a  former  answer,  that  from 
the  manner  in  which  the  issue  of  Bank 
notes  is  controlled,  tl>e  public  will  never 
call  for  more  than  is  absolutely  necessary 
for  their  wants. 

Did  you  not  mean,  in  your  former  an« 
VWer,  to  intimate,  that  supposing  the  Bank 
lo  pay  in  c<ish,  and  a  great  dram  for  cash 
lo  arise  at  a  time  of  a  very  unfavourable 
exchange,  you  should  incline  to  advise 
Bonie  diminution  of  Bank  paper,  and  con- 
sequently some  restriction  of  the  supply 
of  discounts  below  the  demand  that  should 
be  made  for  them  ? — I  must  recommend 
It  from  necessity,  although  in  my  opinion 
it  would  not  improve  the  exchange ;  I 
think  it  one  of  the  advantages  of  the  Re- 
Biriction  Bill^  that  we  are  not  driven  to 
that  necessity. 

Are  not  you  therefore  of  opinion  that 
the  measure  of  restriction  of  the  cash  pay- 
ments of  the  Bank  is  proper,  not  merely 
fts  a  temporary  measure  to  obviate  tem- 
porary dtfiicuities,  but  as  a  measure  of 
pcu'manent  policy  ? — Although  under 
existing  circumstances  the  Restriction 
Bill  is  found  necessar}^  and  experience 
has  proved,  as  well  as  I  can  judge,  that  no 
iqjury  results  or  is  likely  to  result  from  it, 
yet  in  a  different  situation  of  afhirs,  the 
necessity  for  its  operattbn  might  no  longer 

What  inconveniences  would  you  sec,  in 
your  view  of  the  operation  of  the  restric- 
tive s^'stem,  to  its  being  a  permanent  mea- 
imre,  supposing  the  Bank  to  regulate  ks 
issues  in  the  manner  you  have  described  ? 
•i>«*From  our  experience,  and  in  my  view 
t)f  it,  I  can  see  no  positive  inconvenience 
iikely  to  result  from  its  being  a  permanent 
measure,  nor  do  1  see  any  advantage  that 
^ill  arise  from  its  being  continued  when 
our  -  political  and  commercial  relations 
will  admit  of  its  remoral ;  aad  I  wax  for* 


ther  of  opinion,  that  m  •Milion  to  tlw 
satisfacuon,  which,  as  a  Bonk  Diroctor,  I 
should  derive  from  the  removai  of  the  re- 
s^iction  (when  the  oooeitity  for  it  ooase^) 
the  feelings  of  the  pablic  would  not  be 
satisfied,  unless  it  baa  in  expeciation  cock 
a  change. 

Is  the  restriction  on  the  Bank  a  canoe  of 
the  unsteadiness  iothe  coarse  of  eschan^  f 
—Undoubtedly  not. 

Mr.  Whitmore,'^!  concur  in  that  answer. 

if  a  iar^  quantity  of  metallic  circalat* 
ing  medium  existed  in  a  country  cap^»k 
of  exportation,  either  in  the  shape  of  ooia 
or  of  bollioB,  must  not  that  prevent  the 
course  of  exchange  from  being  ranch  more 
unfavourable  to  the  country  possessing  it, 
than  wonld  cover  the  expencas  of  expor- 
tation ? 

Mr.  P(0QMe.^^UndoQbtedly ;  bat  the 
quantity  of  bullion  in  the  conntrj  for  socfa 
objects  can  only  depend  upon  commercial 
and  political  transactions^  totally  oncoo- 
nected,  as  far  as  I  can  judge,  with  any  e^ 
feet  of  the  is$a9  of  Bank  notes. 

Can  any  par  currency  have  the  same 
effect  ?— 1  think  not. 

Since  the  suspension  of  the  Bank  pay- 
ments in  cash  down  to  the  present  time 
has  there  been  any  material  exkenaioa 
of  itscommercial  discounts } 

Mr.  H'hiittiore^^l  find  the  commercial 
discounts  have  varied  nearly  in  proponaoo 
to  the  Baak  advances  upon  other  se* 
curitiiM  ;  the  amount  of  the  Bank  notes 
before  parliament  is  a  certain  criterion  of 
the  aggregate  of  their  advances  on  dif- 
ferent securities  to  government ;  and  cvi 
all  securities  the  discoonu  have  certaiaiy 
encreased  since  17i)7,  owing,  as  I  con- 
ceive, to  the  encreased  trade  of  the 
country.       *»* 

Have  they  encreased  in  a  very  large 
proportion  ?— Within  the  three  last  years 
they  have  encreased  considerably. 

March  \0,  1810. 

William  Ilusmssoif^esq.  m  the  Cbai/. 

E^ENBiBR  GiLcnaisT,  esq.  called  in,  sad 

examined. 

I  believe  you  are  the  principal  rasnager 
of  the  Bank  in  Scotland,  under  the  deno- 
mination ofthe  British  Linen  Company  f^« 
Yesy  I  am. 

Is  that  a  chartered  Bank  ?-^Yes,  it  is. 

What  may  be  the  capital  of  that  Bonk  f 
—200,000/. 

How  many  more  chartered  Banks  are 
there  in  Scotland  ?— Two;  the  fisnk  of 
Scotland^  and  the  Royal  Bank, 
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Do  jOQ  know  the  capittl  of  those  two 
Banks? — I belie?e the  capital  is  1,500,000/. 
each. 

How  many  branches  may  each  of  the 
chartered  Banks  have  ? — Ibelieve'theBank 
of  Scotland  has  20  branches.  The  Royal 
Bank  has  only  one  which  is  at  Glas- 
gow. The  British  Linen  Company  has  1 5 
branches. 

How  many  Banks,  issuing  notes,  are 
^ere  in  Sciotluid,  which  are  not  char- 
tered ? — I  should  think  there  are  about 
one  or  two  and  twenty. 

How  many  of  those  are  in  Edin- 
burgh ?— There  are  five  Banks  in  Edin- 
burgh ;  two  m  addition  to  the  three 
chartered  Banks. 

How  many  in  Glasgow  ?f— Only  three, 
besides  a  branch  of  the  Royal  Bank. 

Can  you  say  generally,  whether  the 
notes  payable  on  dtmand,  issued  by  all  the 
Banks,  amount,  in  your  opinion,  at  this 
time  to  a  larger  sum  than  at  the  time 
when  the  Bank  of  England  was  restricted 
iVom  paying  specie  ?^I  think  the  paper 
circulation  of  Scotland  has 'hicreased  since 
that  period,  in  consequence  of  the  in- 
creased trade  of  the  country  and  the  ex- 
tensive agricultural  improvements  in  Scot- 
land. 

Has  the  number  of  Banks  increased 
since  that  period  ?— I  think  it  has,  but  not 
very  consiaerably. 

In  what  way  are  the  capitals  of  the 
chartered  Banks  generally  employed  ?— I 
believe  they  are  employed  m  the  dis- 
counting of  such  bills  as  may  be  oflered 
to  them  for  that  purpose,  and  as  are  con- 
sidered to  be  safe. 

Do  you  mean  bills  on  London  at  a  cer- 
tain date,  and  at  what  date  ?— -I  mean  bills 
on  Edinburgh  or  Glasgow,  and  all  parts  of 
^Scotland  as  well  as  London. 

Is  any  part  of  the  capital  employed  on 
mortgage  or  in  loans  of  any  other  kind  ? 
—It  is  not  the  practice  of  the  banks  of 
Scotland  to  lend  money  on  mortgage. 

Is  not  a  considerable  part  of  the  ca- 
pitals of  the  banks  of  Scotland,  in  your 
opinion,  laid  oat  in  the  purchase  of  Ex- 
chequer bills  or  other  government  securi- 
ties, which  may  be  converted  into  Bank  of 
England  notes  on  the  shortest  notice  ? — 
Certainly,  part  of  the  funds  of  the  Bank  is 
so  employed. 

Do  not  you  think  that  to  be  a  necessary 
measure  for  the  security  of  the  creditors  of 
the  banks,  and  in  order  that  the  banks 
may  be  able  to  meet  the.  demands  upon 
them  i-^l  consider  it  to  be  necessary.   It 
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is  the  object  of  all  bankers  in  Scotland  to 
keep  large  funds  in  London  at  all  times, 
exclusive  of  the  stock  of  specie  and  Bank  of 
England  notes  kept  at  home  for  immediate 
use. 

Can  you  form  any  opinion  of  the  amount 
of  notes  payable  to  bearer  on  demand 
which  is  in  circulation  in  Scotland  ?— My 
own  conjecture  is  that  it  may  be  fhnn  two 
millions  to  two  and  a-half  millions ;  but  it 
is  not  a  subject  upon  which  I  can  speak 
with  accuracy. 

Can  you  say  what  proportion  the  circu* 
Tation  of  specie  in  Scotland  bears  to  that 
quantity  of  notes  ? — A  very  small  propor- 
tion indeed. 

Is  it  not  yom  opinion  that  the  banks  of 
Scotland  have  very  greatly  contributed  t0 
the  increase  of  the  trade  and  manufactureil 
of  Scotland  ?— Yes,  i  am  decidedly  of  that 
opinion ;  and  here  I  may  observe,  (hat 
there  is  no  instance  of  any  bank  in  Scot- 
land having  failed  ultimately  to  pay  all 
demands  upon  it.  The  Ayr  bank,  the 
history  of  which  is  well  known,  ultimateiy 
paid  every  thing. 

Do  you  apprehend  that  that  increase 
could  have  taken  place  by  any  other  meant 
than  the  establishment  of  banks  in  Scot- 
land ?«— Without  some  such  facility  ex« 
isting  as  the  banks  have  afibrded,  I  do  not 
think  it  could. 

What  are  the  facilities  of  doing  business 
which  the  banks  in  Scotland  give  to  the 
merchants  and  manufacturers  there  ?- 
—The  bankers  gave  their  notes  in  dis* 
count  for  hilts  at  2  and  3  months  date  pay- 
able in  Scotland  and  in  London,  The 
banks  likeni'ise  open  with  the  merchants 
and  manufacturers  cash  accounts. 

In  what  way  s^re  those  accounts  kept 
by  the  banks  in  Scotland  ? — A  credit  is 
always  established  with  the  banks  by  % 
bond  with  one  or  two  sureties,  and  the 
merchant  is  allowed  to  draw  to  the  amount 
of  that  bond  without  making  any  previotw 
deposit  of  money.  If  a  person  has  credit 
for  1,000/.  and  draws  out  the  whole 
amount^  he  pays  interest  from  that  period 
at  the  rate  of  5  per  cent  It'  he  reduces 
the  amount  by  paying  in  the  next  day 
500/.  the  interest  of  500/.  ceases  from  that 
time. 

Do  you  charge  any  commission  on  ac- 
counts of  this  sort  ? — No. 

Only  the  5  per  cent,  for  the  time  ?— 
Only  the  5  per  cent,  for  the  time. 

What  interest  do  you  allow  for  money 
deposited  with  you  ?— 4-  per  cent,  if  it 
lies  6  months. 
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Do  you  think  the  quantity  of  Bank  notes 
circulated  by  the  bankers  in  Scotland, 
has  tended  to  prevent  the  circulation  of 
coin  or  Bank  of  England  notes  in  Scot- 
land ?— Ever  since  I  knew  any  thing 
of  the  circulation  of  Scotland,  it  has  con* 
aisted  principally  of  the  notes  of  bankers 
in  Scotland. 

Is  the  system  of  cash  accounts  as  now 
practised  in  Scotland  the  same  as  was  prac- 
tised 50  years  ago  ? — ^Yes,  I  do  believe  it 
is  exactly  the  same. 

What  is  the  object  of  the  Banks  in  Scot- 
land in  keeping  large  sums  of  money  in 
London  ? — ^The  chief  reason  is  that  they 
may  procure  Bank  of  England  notes  to 
mnswer  any  demands  upon  them,  and 
for  the  purpose  of  settling  the  balances 
with  each  other,  in  exchanging  notes, 
which  is  always  done  by  bills  upon 
London. 

Do  not  the  Scotch  bankers  discount 
bills  sent  to  them  by  London  bankers,  and 
give  orders  for  the  payment  in  London  ? 
«•!  never  heard  of  suth  a  practice. 

What  iff  the  par  date  in  drawing  on 
London?— From  Edinburgh  we  draw  at 
40  days. 

Do  you  not  give  a  premium  for  bills  on 
London  on  demand  P-^We  grant  a  pre- 
mium of  I  per  cent,  for  bills  upon  London 
on  demand. 

Has  there  been  any  fluctuation  in  the 
exchange  between  Edmburgh  and  London, 
since  the  restriction  of  the  cash  payments 
of  the  Bank  of  England  ?•— None  at  all. 

In  what  proportion  do  you  conceive  the 
paper  circulation  of  Scotland  has  in- 
creased since  the  Bank  restriction?—! 
really  cannot  answer  that  question  without 
more  consideration. 

Is  it  double  ?-^I  should  think  not  dou- 
ble, but  perhaps  one  third  more  than  be- 
fore the  restriction. 

Are  you  of  opinion  that  the  paper  cir- 
culation of  Scotland  is  confined  within  the 
limits  which  the  occasions  of  the  public 
reouire  ? — I. believe  it  is. 

What  is  the  criterion  by  which  you 
judge  of  the  occasions  of  tne  public  ? — 
We  are  regulated  in  our  issues  by  the  ge- 
neral state  of  credit  at  the  time.  If  the 
Bank  of  England  were  to  restrict  their 
issues,  of  course  the  Scotch  banks  would 
find  it  necessary  to  diminish  theirs. 

Id  what  manner  do  the  issues  of  the 
Bank  of  England  operate  upon  the  Usucia 
of  the  banks  of  Scotland  ? — They  operate 
upon  the  issues  of  the  banks  of  Scotland 
in  this  manner :  If  the  banks  of  Scot- 


land issue  more  than  they  ought  to  do  ia 
proportion  to  the  issues  of  the  .bank  of 
England,  they  would  be  called  apoo  to 
draw  bills  upon  London  at  a  lower  rate  of 
exchange. 

Thomas  TnoMPSON/Esq.  a  Member  of  the 
Committee,  examined. 

Do  you  believe  the  country  banks  in 
England  have  greatly  increased  in  number 
since  the  year  1797  ?— They  have  more 
than  doubled  in  number. 

Do  you  believe  that  the  amoont  of 
country  Bank  notes  now  in  circoladon  is 
double  the  amount  in  circulation  in  1797, 
or  more  ?— In  the  years  1796  and  1797, 
the  circulation  of 'the  paper  of  conolTy 
bankers  waa  very  greatly  reduced,  and  I 
think  that  the  circulation  now  is  probably 
more  than  double  Uie-sum  in  circulatioo  at 
the  time  when  the  Bank  of  England  was 
restricted  from  paying  in  specie. 

Do  yon  conceive  it  to  be  double  what 
it  was  before  the  alarm  at  the  end  of  1796 
and  the  beginning  of  1797  bad  operated 
to  reduce  the  amount  then  in  circulatioQ  ? 
—By  no  means ;  I  think  the  quantity  of 
paper  in  circulation  at  this  time,  does  not 
exceed  by  more  than  one  fourth,  the  cir- 
culation before  the  period  of  alarm  re- 
ferred to.  I  wish  however,  my  answer  to 
be  understood  as  confined  to  the  paper  in 
circulation  in  theNorth  of  England. 

If  from  any  circumstance  before  tbe  re- 
striction on  the  Bank  of  England,  a  drain 
for  guineas  took  place,  were  not  the  coon- 
try  banks  liable  to  be  aflfected  in  the  same 
manner  ?— Certainl}'^ ;  any  extraordinary 
demand  for  specie  would^  in  its  effects,  be 
felt  by  the  country  bankers. 

Would  not  such  an  extraordinary  de- 
mand in  its  effects  tend  to  diminish  the 
amount  of  country  bank  paper  in  circula- 
tion?— It  would,  as  all  prudent  bankers 
would  regulate  their  issues  of  paper  by 
the  demand  upon  them  for  specie. 

By  what  criterion  do  they  now  regulate 
their  issues  of  paper  ?— -By  the  plenty  or 
scarcity  of  Bank  of  England  notes. 

Then  their  issues  bear  a  proportion  (• 
the  issues  of  the  Bank  ? — In  my  opinion 
they  do. 

Doe^  it  consist  with  your  knowledge 
that  country  banks  make  advances  upoa 
real  ^^eeurlty  ?«— It  is  not  the  practice,  as 
far  as  I  know ;  and  I  conceive  it  would  be 
extremely  imprudent  in  any  coootry 
banker  to  do  so. 

Is  it  a  common  practice  for  country 
bankers  to    advance    their  notes    upoa 
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g9odkorm«itend%  or  oUier  MciiritieB 
not  fMiyaUe  al  ahorl  ^atcs? — I  do  not 
Uunk  il  id  tbe  practice  amongft  roontrj 
bankers  who  understand  their  bosiuess. 

Du  not  country  bankers  find  it  neces- 
sary to  keep  a  depoart  of  Bank  of  England 
Dotea  in  proportion  to  the  issoes  of  their 
own  paper>  and  lo  the  probable  demands 
whicii  may  be  made  upon  diem  for  the 
payment  of  that  paper  f— -ETery  country 
Mnhor  who  wishes  to  preserve  his  credit, 
will  keM>  by  him  such  a  som  in  Bank  of 
Bnglann  notea  as  will  answer  all  the  de- 
stands  which  are  likely  to  be  made  upon 
bim  notil  he  can  receive  fresh  supplies 
from  London ;  and  in  London  be  will  keep 
such  fiindfl  aa  may  upon  the  shortest  no* 
tice  be  convertible  into  Bonk  of  England 
notes,  to  enable  him  to  pay  all  the  de* 
maada  which  can  poasibiy  be  made  upon 
bin. 

Do  yon  know  whether  the  aoiouot  of 
Bank  of  Sngland  notes  circulated  in  the 
ootttttry»  baa  incrsaaed  or  diminished  since 
ftbe  year  170!7  ?— 1  do  not  think  there  has 
been  much  alteratioB  in  tbe  quantity  of 
Bank  of  England  notes  in  circulation  in 
the  north  of  England  since  ibat  period^ 
but  I  believe  that  the  quantity  of  fiuik  of 
England  notes  hi  the  bands  or  the  country 
bankers  in  general  it  considerably  in* 
oreaaed,  as  Bank  of  England  notes  era 
now  kept  by  country  bankers  instead  of 

r:ie,  and  I  believe  that  a  great  part  of 
specie  which  iras  ip  the  hands  of  the 
ooonwy  bankers  has  b^n  sent  to  the 
Bank  of  England« 

Do  yon  conceive  that  the  quantity  of 
Bank  of  Enffland  notea  kept  by  country  < 
bankers  in  the  course  of  the  last  three, 
Ibur,  or  five  yean,  has  been  increased  ?— - 
&ii:ce  the  rastrictien  on  the  paymenia  of 
specie  at  the  Bank  of  EngUnd,  the  gokl 
which  waa  uaoally  ktpi  by  the  country 
bankers  for  the  payment  of  their  notes 
has  been  changed  into  Bank  of  England 
notes,  and  the  quantity  of  Bank  of  Eng- 
land notes  kepi  by  the  country  bankt^rs  1 
conceive  may  llueuate  in  preportiim  to 
the  general  credit  of  country  bankers  notes. 

Have  there  not  been  fewer  interruptions 
to  the  iTOdit  of  country  bank  paper  since 
the  soapenaion  of  the  payments  at  the 
Bank*  than  there  were  before  ?<— I  think 
there  have* 

Haa  not  then  the  credit  of  country  banks 
upon  tbe  whole  riihev  increai^? — In 
the  nonh  oi  England  it  ban ;  I  cannot 
speak  particularly  l»  every  part  of  Eng- 
lood. 
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Do  yon  not  then  think  that  country 
bankers,  in  consequence  of  an  increasing 
confidence  in  thejr  solidityi  may  have 
become  somewhat  disposed  to  keep  a  less 
stock  of  Bank  of  England  notes  ?— -I  think 
they  may. 

Has  it  not  been  lately  more  and  more 
tbe  practice  of  country  bankers  to  issue 
optional  notes,  that  is»  notes  payable 
either  at  their  banks  in  the  .country  or  in 
London,  and  even  to  issue  some  optional 
notes  of  one  and  two  pounds;  and  do  not 
those  notes  circulate  much  in  the  same 
manner  as  Bank  of  England  notes  ?— -That 
may  be  true  in  some  degree  in  the  south 
of  England,  botnertb  of  the  Humber  no 
optional  notes  are  issued. 

Do  you  not  think  that  the  increase  of 
optional  notes  must  have,  tended  to  the 
diminution  of  the  number  of  the  Bank  of 
England  notes  circulating  in  tbe  country  ? 
-«-rthink  not  in  any  great  degree,  as  Bank 
of  England  notes  I  believe  have  not  a 
large  circulation  in  the  country  50  or  GO 
miles  from  London. 

May  not  the  increase  in  the  number 
of  country  banks  which  has  taken  place 
in  the  last  few  years,  have  contributed  to 
augment  the  quantity  of  country  bank 
paper  in  places  in  which  Bank  of  fingland 
notes  hid  antecedently  circulated  ? — ^Yes, 
it  may. 

May  it  not  have  in  aome  deffree  dimi- 
nished^ the  quantity  of  Bank  ot  England 
notes  circulating  in  the  country  ?«"4  can 
only  give  the  aame  answer  to  this  as  to 
the  last  question* 

During  the  distress  in  the  country, 
which  happened  in  1793  and  1797,  do 
you  recollect  to  have  heard  of  any  mate- 
rial fall  in  the  price  of  articles  of  trade  in 
consequence  of  the  sudden  scarcity  of  the 
circulating  medium  ?.— I  do  not,  although 
that  probably  was  tbe  case,  as  the  prices 
of  all  commodities  will  be  affected  by  tbe 
scarcity  of  the  circulating  medium. 

Did  you  observe  that  the  pric.es  fell  in 
a  greater  degree  where  there  was  a 
greater  den^  of  local  distress,  occa- 
sioned by  the  fiiilure  of  country  bankers  ? 
— Where  the  distress  was  the  greatest, 
tbe  efiect  of  that  distress  would  be  the 
most  obvious ;  but  in  consequence  of  the 
assistance  which  was  g^ven  to  the  country 
hy  the  loan  of  exchequer  bills,  tbe  general 
credit  was  in  a  short  time  restored,  ainl 
thf  ioconveniencea  were  far  less  than 
might  have  been  expected. 

Was  there  not  a  great  stagnation  io  trade 
then?-*Ye^  oaitainlyy  for  a  ahort  tiine« 
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Yoa  httfe  stated^  that,  before  the  re- 
iKntMOo  on  I  he  Bank  6f  Engkind,  had 
sny  iXtrdorJiaary  drain  for  guineas  taken 
pmr<»  qr  the  B^nk  of  Engl  ^nd,  it  would  in 
2»s*- tl''<:r3  hnve  been  Mt  by  the  country 
bnkcr  ;  are  you  a\yare  that  when  a 
drain  for  guineas  was  ocoasinned  by 
an  unfaFoiira  >le  course  of  exch.inge, 
the  inducement  to  wi  hdravy  golil  from' 
the  Bank  was  the  profit  which  rii'ght 
arise  from  exporting  or  melting  down  Jie 
guineas? — lie  inducement  to  wn4idi*aw 
guineas  from  t fie  B  «nk  of  England  in  con- 
sequence of  an  unfavoora'jlo  course  of 
exchange,  must  und^Hibtediy  be  thi^ptofit^' 
which  would  arise  to  th^^e  persons  who 
80  acted.  . 

Might  not  tW  also  be  an  inducement 
to  the  holders  of  paper  of  the  country 
banl^s  to  wirhdrawgold  from  th<»se  banks  ? 
—The.  cause  which  induced  pet'^ons  to 
withdraw  gold  from  the  Bank  of  England, 
might  induce  others  to  withdraw  gold 
from  the  country  banks. 

Ina^^much  as  there  can  be  no  such  in- 
ducement at  present  for  bringing  in  the 
paper  of  country  banks  for  payment, 
what  interest  has  any  holder  of  such  coun- 
try bank  paper  to  convert  it  into  b^k 
notes,  supposing  no  alarm  to  be  felt  as  to 
the  credit*  and' solidity  of  the  country 
bankers  by  whom  such  paper  was  issped  ? 
—If  the  holder  of  a  country'*  bank  note 
cannot  obtain  gold  iblr  it, '  he  has  no  in- 
ducement  to  carry  in  such  note  to  be 
exchanged  for  a  Bank  of  England  note, 
if  he  have  perfect  confidence  in  the  coun- 


'  amount  in  bank  notes,  in  profmlimi  to 
his  issisea,  as  he  was,  before  the  reatrte- 
tton,  (tbitged  to  keep  in  gold  ?— I  think 

he  is  not. 

/    ilftfrcA  20,  IS  10. 

William  HusKisaoN^  ¥tq.  to  the  CbAir. 

« 

BoBERT  Bi^EY.  Esq.  Called  iuj  wai  ezm- 

•  « 

>Hx\ve'.yt^  l!ifoiight"4own  the  inlbnRa-^ 
iton  rtqu.f^d'hy  i4ie-ord«'r  of  the  Omn^ 
miUee,  ^v'iih  rt^spect  to'  iie&^jtnty  m  the 
weij^t  of  gold  cdin  of  tbff  ^tMmy  im  c«r- 
cuiation  >-  I  concehre  iJMit  the  goW  com 
noxv  in  circulation  is  turn  <W^X>ifltf»l»t  in 
tmightthan  it  waa^^^'fhr  hufVliBiine* 
.^on,  as  appears  by  tlje  pa{}^<AftlNlMd  in 
by  Mr.  MiirHsdn-f  iV'«nliy  fom^f  he 
even  of  better  vi^^ht,  omkig  Al^^fOti  ^* 
cumstance  of  the  refiners  conceiviiig 
tIreiAselTes  at  liberty  to  melt  do«Ki|  «Dch 
ff4>^eas'as  were  reduced  in  wetgbt  Wfcnv 
five  'pennyweigtita  eight  •  grafli»^  orhfich 
must  improve  the  average  weight  of  those 
renminincr  iti  circulation.  > 

What  iniornftLtioa  i30n'<T0U  jgtve.ihc 
ComiAtttee  r^|ieoting  the  q-ekiti^e  :fnhir 
of  gold  and  silver  in  the  cohii  tif  farctgn 
countries,  as  ascertained 'hy  any-  esmys 
that  may  hove  been  made  for^hii-por- 
pose  ?— i*  am  not  aware  of  mny  combos 
in^  the  relative  qoantity  and-  4noiKU  of 
.gold  and  silver  in  the  coins  of  foreign 
coiKiincs^  since  the  tables  published  by 
the  lat^  <!eri  of  Liverpool,  in  bia  letter  to 
the  King  upon  coin;  ^*htch  •tablea  are 


try  bank,  and  if  he  be  under  no  necessity    considered  as  accnrate,  earoept  m  the  in- 
of  making  payments  in  a  part  of  the  king-  istance  of  ihe  new  regulations  in  the  Paitt 


dom  to  which  the  circulation  of  country 
bank  paper  does  not  extend; 

Then  the  only  corrective  which  now 
exists  against  an  excessive  issue  of  notes 
by  any  particular  country  bank  is,  that 
such  notes  would  be  returned  to  him, 
either  for  Bank  of  England  notes  or  for  a 
hill  of  exchange  upon  London  ? — Cer- 
tainly. 

I'h^n  are  not  country  bankers  less 
liable  to  be  called  upon  to  change  their 
notes  for  those  of  the  Bank  of  England, 
than  they  were  to  be  called  upon  to  pay 
them  in  cnsh,  before  the  restriction  on  the 
Bank  of  England  ?^Undoubtedly  ;  espe- 
cially as  the  notes  of  several  country 
bankers,  within  my  knowledge,  are  in  as 
great  credit  in  the  country  as  Bank  of 
England  notes. 

fhen  it  is  not  tteceMai'y.for  a  country 
bai^r  to  be  provided  with  the  same 


mint  in  1803  or  1904^  by  which  the  pro* 
portion  of  gold  to  silver  was  ettahliihed 
at  154-  to^n^lliey  having  before  been  in 
the  proportion  of  15,*^  to  one. 

Have  you  by  'acttiataMay  anRtatoed 
that  tlie  proportionaF  estahhabed  by  the  re* 
gulations  of  the  rointa  of  foreign  coontrtcs 
are  actually  preserved  in  the  cuios  of 
such  countries  ?•— >They  are  notaectiraiely 
preserved,  on  account  of  what  is  called 
the  remedy  or  allowance  for  laHihility  of 
worknransbip  taken  in  foreign  nkicsb  Bjr 
an  actual  assay  of  the  new  gold  com  of 
France,  1  have  found,  that  instead  of  be» 
ing  as  15^,  the  proportion  was  15|%^  lo 
one  ;  by  the  mint  regulation  of  AaiMet^ 
dam,  gold  is  to  silver  as  i^\  to  <me,  by 
the  assay  14>i^  to  one.  in  Spain*  the 
mint  regulations  are  in  the  pruportifln  of 
16  to  one  ;  I  have  found  by  accuat^amr 
the  state  of  doobloons  of  m^himlt^^' 
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lo  ose ;   and  accordu^g  ta  dMibloaD»  oC 
ISOl.  SMtys  are  as  16^  to  ena. 

Will  there  noibe  frec^eotly  a  little  al- 
teration, in  taking  coins  tbat  are  mioted  at 
di^rem  times  at  ihe  same  mint  under  the 
same  regulations  ?-— Yes,  no  doubt  of  it ; 
but  in  no  cueimy  is  the  standard  pre«^ 
served  with  such  a^ur^y  as  in  IsAglaud. 

Ha?e.the  variations -in  other  countries 
been  inQreasiog  Tariations,  during  lal^ 
years  ?— I  despot  knaw  what  they  have,  ife 
has  alwfay s,  bf^ea  the  ca^e*. 

What  is  now  the  proportionato  rate  of 
l^old  and  siWef  in  Europe  ? — T^ie  proper* 
tioAate  ra^e  of  silver  to  gold  in  this  qouih 
try  is  l^,SiUiK(ipone. 

What  inforitoiton  can  yau  give  to  the 
Committee^  concerning  the  par  of  ex- 
change between  Great  Britain  and  fo- 
Keign  countries  f--Tl  do  not  feel  myself 
competent  to  give  a  decided  answer  on 
that  subject. 

In  the  accodniof  gold  and  silver  coined 
at  the  Mint  since  17i)7,  &c.  ordered  by 
the  House  of  Commons  the  20th  of  Feb. 
i8I0«  it  is  stated  from  the  Mint,  that  3  or 
400,000/.  of  gold  has  be^n  coined  on  an 
average  in  the  last  9  or  10  years;  has 
any  part  of  that  coinage  consisted  of  gui- 
neas?-—No,  it  consisted  of  half  guineas 
and  seven-shilling  pieces. 

Did  the  two  to  three  millions  coined  in 
each  of  the  years  )797  and  l79tf,  consist 
of  guineas  ?— ^Principally  of  guineas. 

Is  the  new  Mint  ready  for  tlie  purpose 
of  coinage  ?— Very  pearly ;  k  might  be 
so  in  a  short  timc^  if  necessary. 

Within  what  time  could  the  new  Mint 
be  made  ready  ibr  joining  ?— Within  two 
men tt^,  if  necessary. 

Can  you  state  the  fineness  and  weight 
of  the  present  Russian  coins  ?-— The  Hus* 
sian  imperial  of  1 772  weighs  eight  penny- 
weights and  eleven,  grains,  being  a  gold 
coin  ^  worse  than  standard  a  qi](arter  of  a 
carat  grain,  which  equals  fifteen  trey 
grains.  The  half  imperial  1780  weighs 
tour  pennyweights  2|  grains,  the  same 
fineness  as  the  last  The  Russian  ducat  of 
the  year  1796  weighs  two  pennyweights 
si::  grains,  and  is  better  than  standard  one 
carat  2|  grains.  The  half  ducat  1783 
one  pennyweight  144  graira;,  worse  half 
a  grain.  The  gold  ruble  of .  1779,  IBj; 
grains,  worse  one  qu^ter  of  a  carat 
graus^  the  half  ruble  of  1777  weighs  9 

f rains,  and  is  standard  of  this  country, 
lie  silver  ruble  of  1802,  13  pennyweights  ,  excess  of  Bank  paper  in  ciicuiation  they) 


oa^  grain  and  a  ha^f,  ^qd  is  worse  than  the 
itaiiqard  13  penny^^eightf.in.the  poupd< 


The  half  ruble  of  (804  weighs  6  penny- 
weights 1 5  grains  and  a  half,  and  is  wors» 
14  p^ny  weights. 

You  have  qo  ruble  9f  earlier  years  ?— No, 
I  have  not. 

Have  yo^;made  finy  assays  upon  the 
coins  of  .thf'.  United  States  of  America?— 
Yes,  I  have  tried  seyeraj  of  theft) ;  the. 
American  proportions  are  1  ^  to  one ;  and 
according  to  their  actual  coins  15^^. 
The  half  ej^le  weighs  5  pennyweights  and 
.15  graips.' 

Br.  KsttY  called  in,  and  examined. 

.  Have  you  turned  your  attention  to  tho 
subject  of  the  currencies  of,  tbe  different 
states  of  Europe,  and  to  the  course  of  ex- 
change between  Great  Britain  and  foreign 
countries?-^!  have  for  many  years. 

Whi|t,  according  to  the  Mint  regula- 
tions of  foreign  countries,  is  the  proper* 
tion  of  fine  gold  to  that  of  silver  in  their 
respective  coins ;  and  what  would  be  the. 
par. of  exchange  of  eac)i  of  those  GoUntrica 
with  England,  calculating  upon  a  comf la^ 
rison  of  our. coins',  aQcojrdiQg  tq*  the  Mint, 
regulations  of  this  country  wi|h  the  coins 
of  those  countries ?-^Tlie  table  ivhicli  I 
now  present  to  th^  Committee^  I  believef 
wilt  shew  those  proportions^  as  also  th^ 
variation  between  the  proportion  estabv 
lished  by  the  Mint  regulations  of  foreign 
countries,  and  the  actual  pro|>ortioB  as  as«> 
certained  by.  assays  recently,  made  at  hi* 
Majesty ^s Mint;  it  will  also  shew  what  I 
conceive  to  be  the  intrinsic  par  of  ex« 
change  between  the  covthtries  therein  emi^ 
merated,  and  England,  eold  againsi  gold 
and  silvec  against  silver,  uoth  as  that  par 
stands  according  to  the  Mint  regulations 
and  according  to  the  assays  above  a)eiH 
tioned.««*[Same  delivered  in.] 

ilfcirci  21,  1810. 

Wu.LiAM  HvsfussoN,  £sq.  in  the  Chairs 

John  Pears*,  Esq.  Deputy  Governor  of 
the  Bank  of  England^  called  in.  and 
examined. 

What  is  the  criterion  by  which  the 
Bank  regulates  tbe  amount  of  its  advances 
to  Government  so  as  to  guard  against  th<i 
possibility  of  any  excess  in  the  issoe  oC 
its  paper  ?— That  Government  will  not 
find  it  necessary  to  apply  to  ihe  Bank  for 
accommoilation  by  advance  on  its  securi* 
ties,  inasmuch  as  in  consequence  of  any 


would  be  able  to  sell  such  8eoiiritietin.tht 
open  market.  .  .   .  i  i  i« 
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l^eo  the  criierioD  of  an  excess  is  when 
^at  descripiioii  of  Goveroment  secariltes 
ttpon  which  the  Bank  is  accnatomed  to 
nake  us  advances  are  not  tendered  to  the 
Bank  for  such  advances,  in  consequence 
•C  Goremraent  being  able  to  dispose  of 
them  to  better  adyantage  in  the  open 
market  ?— Certainty. 

Suppose  the  wants  of  Goyernment  Tery 
large,  .and  exchequer  bills  in  the  market 
at  a  discount,  would  the  Bank  advance 
the  sum  required  by  Government  ?— It 
would  depend  upon  the  advances  already 
made,  the  whole  amount  of  exchequer 
bilb  in  circulation,  and  from  such  consi- 
derations as  might  arise  on  such  an  occ&* 
sion. 

Then  exchequer  bills  being  at  a  dis- 
count, is  no  criterion  in  the  Bank  ad- 
vances to  Government  ?— It  is  no  fixed 
criterion. 

Then  the  security  against  the  possibility 
pf  any  excess  in  circulation  arising  either 
from  disoounts  or  from  advances  to  Go- 
yernment is  the  same^  namely,  that  no 
application  can  be  made  for  issues  be- 
yond what  the  occasions  of  the  public  re- 
quire ;  and  that  as-  soon  as  those  occasions 
are  satisfied,  the  applications  to  the  Bank 
will  of  course  cease,  and  be  made  else-< 
where  ?-— <}ertamly. 

In  your  opinion  does  the  current  rate 
of  interest  in  any  country  depend  perma- 
aenily  upon  the  quantity  of  its  ctrcu- 
ktiug  medium  ?-— I  think  it  depends  upon 
llie  quantity  of  capital  existing  in  a  coun- 
tryi  and  the  opportunities  which  are' af- 
forded to  that  capital  of  being  profitably 
employed. 

If  then  in  any  other  country  there  was 
permanently  a  great  excess  in  the  circu- 
lating medium,  the  state  of  capital  of 
such  country,  and  the  opportunities  of 
employing  it  remaining  the  same,  would 
•ucn  permanent  excess  tend  to  lower  the 
rate  of  interest  ?— Nothing  but  an  increase 
of  capital,  the  opportunities  of  employing 
it  remainingthe  same,  can  tend  to  lower 
the  rate  of  interest  in  any  country ;  and 
it  is  only  in  whatever  degi'ee  an  mcrease 
of  circulating  medium  permanently  in- 
creases the  capital  of  a  country,  that  it 
ean  have  any  tendency  permanently  to 
lower  the  rate  of  interest. 

Can  any  excess  in  the  circulation  of 
Shis  country  arise  from  the  present  system 
of  bsuing  paper  by  the  country  banks, 
having  reference  in  your  answer  to  the 
iMtrietaons  npon  the  Bink  of  England  ? — 
lam  not  aware  that  the  restrictioii  hill 
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ean  have  had  aaysMterial  cfcot 
the  amount  of  the  Mues  of  conniry 
as  the  earn  total  of  Bank  of  foglaM  parpcr 
has  increased  in  so  small  a  proportton* 
compared  to  that,  whkh  I  cooGes-ve  to  bm 
the  increase  of  country  Bank  pap^r  ;  ao 
mcrease  on  the  part  of  the  Basik  of  £ng* 
land,  seemingly  noS  more  Ihan  ia  to  be 
accounted  for  by  what  ommi  be  t^^otred 
by  the  augmentation  of  ravefioe^  and  ite 
great  extension- of  commerce  of  i ' 
polis  requiring  such  addittoo  to 
culating  medium. 

Does  not  the  increase  of  discoonta  yriiidli 
has  taken  place  by  the  Bsruk,  mmd  ifee 
consequent  experienea  of  the    cooany 
banker,  that  he  can  command   Bank  of 
England  notes  by  sending  ap  paper  fcf 
discount,  encourage  the  eoontry  iMmher 
to  emit  more  than  he  wonkl  oihervisa 
think  it  prudent  to  do?-<rIn  the  practtct 
of  the  Bank  upon  the  subject  ofdiseoooct, 
it  has  been  actively  alive  to  discourage 
the  discounting  of  snch  paper  as  aeems  to 
have  an   imroedinte  connexion  between 
the  country  bankers  and  their  agents  in 
London ;  when  such  accounts  hare  gone 
to  an  unreasonable  height  under  audi  cii^ 
cumstances  they  have  refused  dtseooDt- 
ing  their  paper,  althougk  there  were  ao 
doubts  of  their  solidity. 

Is  it  not  found,  notwithstaadiag  thif 
precaution  on  the  part  of  the  Bank«  thai  a 
considerable  portion  of  the  paper  they 
discount,  k  paper  drawn  from  the  cooDiiy 
by  country  bankers  and  olliefa  upon 
bankers  in  London  ?«<-Thbogh  the  amonat 
is  considerable,  it  bears  no  great  propor- 
tion to  the  whole. 

Has  not  the  amount  of  bills  drawn  froo 
the  country  by  country  bankers-and  others, 
and  offered  at  the  Bank  for  diacoont,  mocfc 
increased  since  the  period  of  the  restric* 
tion  ?— The  numbers  that  have  been  o^ 
fered  for  discount  haye  certairiy  gititfy 
increased  ;  and  with  the  inteattoit  on  tftit 
part  of  the  Bank  to  limit  them  as  much  ai 
their  influence  can  effect,  it  has  net  been 
able,  with  reference  to  the  acoommoda* 
tinns   asked  by  pertcms  bringing  socb 
notes,  to  prevent  their  being  m  aaaool 
beyond  what  they  were  previoaa  to  the 
restriction  bill,  bat  not  perhaps  greater  ia 
amount  cohiparatiyeiy  with  the  tarn  tetil 
of  our  discounts,  camparing  what  these 
discounts  were  al  tba  tioie  of  the  lettrfo* 
tion  >ill  with  what  they  are  aoar:  l^sak 
only  firom  memory* 

Do  you  not  coaceivetbat  the  qesaHty 
of  country  Bank  paper  ctrealatfaig  m  im 


PARL.  PAPBtS.-^  the  ffi^  Price  ^6cU  mHUn. 


kinffdom  beflnn^arlv  itw  same  proportion 
to  the  occasions  o^  tboM  pwtM  in  which  it 
GircQlates,  as  the  Bank  of  £ngland  paper 
benra  to  the  oecasions  of  those  districta  in 
wiiidi  Bank  of  England  paper  exdosively 
circulates  ? — If  the  country  bankers  regu- 
lated and  limited  their  issues  npon  the 
emne  prineiple  as  iinifornily  governs  the 
Bank  of  Snglandi  I  do  not  see  how  any 
excess  can  arise  in  their  circulating  paper ; 
^«ft  if  any  of  their  paper  is  issued  other- 
wise than  as  representing  securities  arising 
•ut  of  real  transactions  and  payable  at 
fixed  and  not  distinct  pertodsi  I  conceive 
eueh  an  excess  may  obtain,  and  in  what- 
ever-degree  such  an  exces«i  may  exist,  the 
proportion  between  the  country  bank 
paper  andthe  Bank  of  England  paper  to 
She  occasions  of  their  respective  districts 
would  difier. 

Marches,  1 8 10. 

WiLUAM  HusKissoN,  £sq.  lu  the  Chair. 

John  Whitmors,  Esq*  the  Governor, 
and  John  Pbause^  Esq.  the  Deputy 
Governor  of  the  Bank  of  England, 
eaHed  in  together ;  and  examined. 

'  If  it  were  not  for  this  feeling  (vide  p« 
4xii)'  or  expectation  on  the  part  of  the 
public,  should  yon  be  of  opinion,  that  it 
Iron  Id  be  e?c|>edient  to  continue  the  re- 
striction as  a  permanent  measure^  inas- 
much as  it  would  not  only  relieve  the 
Bsmk  from  the  expence  of  purchasing  and 
feeepinff  a  large  supply  of  bullion,  but 
also  efl^ctuftlly  protect  both  them  and  the 
public  from  a  repetition  of  those  incon- 
veniences which  first  led  to  the  restric- 
tion and  that  these  advantages  would  be 
produced  without  creating  any  other  in- 
convenience by  which  they  might  be 
counterbalanced  ? 

•  Mr.  Ptarx,'^!  have  already  stated  in 
answer  to  a  former  question,  that  I  am  not 
aware  of  any  positive  inconvenience  re- 
soltmg  from  the  present  operation  of  the 
restriction  bill,  or  likely  te  result  from  its 
being  rendered  permanent^  exeep^esfar 
as  regards  an  expectation'on *  the  part  of 
the  public  that  it  will  be  removed  ;  but 
this  circumatance  is»  in  my  opinion,  es- 
iential»  and  cannot  be  kept  out  of  view  in 
any  consideration  of  the  subject.  Wlie** 
tker  it  wonld  be  advisable  to  secure  the 
public  against  a  liability  to  tite  recurrence 
tf  the  inconveniences  that  led  to  the  re- 
striction bill»  by  stSrrlficing  their  feelings 
On  thit  p«int,  and  absolutely  removing  all 
expectation  of  its  being  only  a  temporary 
measure*  appears  to  me  to  be  entirely  a 
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political  qoeslion,  on  wliich  I  do  ifot  een« 
eeive  myself  quatifted  to  give  «n  opinion, 
but  I  mav  venture  to  observe,  that  poblto 
credit  and  public  opinion  always  go  hmid 
in  hand,  and  that  the  one  is  invariably  Im^ 
fluenced  by  the  other.  As  far  as  coit« 
corns  the  keeping  of  bullion,  I  am  of  epi- 
nron  that  the  Bank  does  not  entertain  n 
^ish  to  be  relieved  from  having  a  large 
supply,  having  in  this,  and  all  other  in-* 
stances,  always  governed  itself  by  an  ai« 
tention  to  the  public  interest  as  well  ai 
its  own. 

Has  the  present  unfavourable  state  Of 
exchange  any  influence  uponr  the  amoum 
of  your  issues? 

Mr.  ^iirmore.-- -It  has  no  inlueiici 
upon  the  ^amount  of  our  iMQes>  having 
acted  precisely  in  the  same  way  as  wvdid 
before. 

Does  there*  in  your  opinion,  exist  any 
excess  in  the  circulation  of  the  kingdom* 
arising  from  the  amount  of  issues  of  the 
country  banks? 

Mr.  Ftarte,'^!  have  no  practical  know^ 
ledge  of  the  amount  of  country  Bunk 
paper,  nor  any  means  of  judging  of  what 
may  be  necessary  as  a  circulating  medium. 
There  seems  to  be  a  great  increase  within 
a  short  time,  espeaally  within  the  last 
two  or  three  years,  greater  than  I  can 
imagine  any  alteration  of  circumstances 
within  that  time  can  legitimately  call  for. 

Does  not  all  country  paper,  so  long  as 
it  continues  out,  circulate  at  par ;  or  in 
other  words*  is  it  not  interchangeable  with 
paper  of  the  Bank  of  England  ?-^It  must 
circulate  at  par,  or  it  wookt  retdm  upon 
the  parties  that  issue  it. 

Before  the  restriction,  were  not  country 
bankers  liable  to  an  extraordinary  demand 
for  gold  whenever  there  was  any  continued 
run  upon  the  Bank  of  lingland  ?^-4}er^ 
tainly. 

Mr.  Wkiimare.'^l  tgree  perfectly  witll^ 
what  Mr.  Pearse  says. 

Has  the  holder  of  the  paper  of  anv 
country  Bank  any  interest  to  convert  iS 
into  mnk  notes,  if  he  feels  no  alarm  as 
to  the  credit  and  solidity  of  the  country 
Bank? 

Mr.  Pear$e,'^l  should  think  not 

Before  the  restrictiob,  was  there  not 
such  an  imerest  to  exchange  country  Bank 
paper  for  gold  whenever  the  market  price 
was  materially  above  the  Mint  |>rlce  for 
gold;  and  did  not  such  an  ex^ange« 
whenever  it  took  place,  lead  to  a  diminn* 
tion  of  the  circulation  ?-«Although  the 
exchange  was  often  onlkvowrable  to  tbta 


I«»vii] 


PARL  PAPESS.-4^p0vt>^wii  the  Seka  CammUuc 


[inviii 


country  previous  to  Uue  restrtctioii,  le  was 
never  m  my  experience  sufficiently  so  to 
produce  such  an  e^ct  f ,  bat  as  it  Js  now 
•0  materially  unfavooraliJe,  no  doubt  every 
ajcertion  would  be  lued  to  get  posssesion 
of  gold. 

,  Are  yon  aware  tbat  \t  is  the  custom  for 
liill  brokers  to  get  Loiidon  bills,  and  tend 
yiem  down  ^  the  coomry  banks  for  dis* 
county  for  whicb  s^^ch  country  banks  re- 
mit bills  at  a  date  upon  Lonilon,  to  be  car* 
sied  totbe  Bank  for  discouol?. 

Mr,  Wtemortf— We  know  that.sach  a 
practice  ^\s\»,  but  do  not  know  thr«iui;h 
what  ctiannel  the  bills  ape  sent  into  tbe 
country  for  discount;  and  .such  practict* 
is.  as  Qiuch  discooraged  by  the  -Bank  as 
tllciir  ioformation  will  enable  them. 

,X>o  not  vou  know  that  considerable 
sams  in  gold  have  been  sent  by  the  coun- 
try banker&to  the  Bank  of  England,  since 
the  restriction ,  through  the  medium  of 
j^eir  bankers  in  town,  for  the  purpose  of 
being  exchanged  for  Bank  of  Dngland 
poles  ^^ — Since  tlie  restriction,  tbr  Bank 
bas  Received  from  ttio  London  banker^ 
several  sums  in  gold  under  ttie. authority 
(kf  the  act  of  parliament,  upon  ihecoodi- 
tjon  of  returniiigto  the  pafties  a  certain 
part  when  demanded  of  us.  which  demand 
^0  the  full  extent  in  several  in^ances,  has 
not  been  made  of  us ;  but  none  has  come 
in  of  late  years. 

Soiong  as  the  market  price  of  gold  con* 
linues  to  be  above  4/.  per  ounce, .and  the 
j«»urse  of  exchange  with  foreign  countries 
iu  a  corresponding  degree  un&vourable 
to  England,. will  not  the  slock  of  gold  in 
the  Bank  be  continually  decreasing  by 
the  issues  which  muU  unavoidably  be 
made  for  certain  small  )>aymetUs»  or  for 
Ibe  public  service,  so  tha(  in  the  course  of 
time,  were  the  present  state  of  things  te 
continue  and  tl>e  Bank  notio  purchase  at 
a.'gfeat  loss,  the  whole  would  he  tx-^ 
hausted  ?— The  purchases  made  by  the 
Baolrhavo  been  at  a  .very  great  loss,  and 
they  would  think  it  their  duty  to  sacrifice 
still  more  to  the  public  .service,  to  keep  up 
the  quantity  of  specie  for  the  purposes  for 
v^hicb  it  is  uaed. 

Mr.   Pstcrse-— It  will  certainly  be  de* 

creasing,  although  the  diminution  from 

tttoao  causes  may  be  considerable  ^  I  can? 

.not  Hnagiae  the  possibility  of  their  conti- 

i)Uance  to  such  an  extent 

.Is  tl^ore  not  reason  to  apprehend  that 
Uiose  ^all  payments  ^ill  become  neces- 
sariiy  more  ntimerous.  in  proportion  as  the 
^ob^ge  is  mo^e  against  us^  ibe  iattie  for 


instance  being  larger  when  gold  ii  tt 
4/.  125.  than  when  it  was  at  4^.  li.  pei 
oiince  ? 

JVlr.  WhHmort. — ^The  issue  of  gold  for 
the  small  payments  alluded  to  hu  m 
increased. 

Do  you  apprehend  tbat  any  coibidtf* 
f^le  difficulty  or  any  evil  wuuld  anse 
from  tho  suppressing  the  circulation  of  ail 
oqc  pound  notes  at  the  end  of  eighuto 
Qsonths,  by  ih^  passing  of  an  ,act  for  xitx 
purpose^and  in  the  sama  mai^ner  xuppicy 
sing  the  circulation  of  all  two  pound  rou« 
at  (he  end  of  two  years  ? 
.  Mr^  /^Mrrse,— Those  objections  that  arc 
entertained  (under  tb^  present  state  of  ihe 
exchange)  to  taking  off  the  restricbuo 
bill,  are  against  such  a  measure. 

If  the  capital  of  the  Bank  were  to  bt 
doubled,  would  the  governor  think  the  di- 
rectors  justified  in  extending  the  isssoof 
their  notes  in  proportion  ? 

Mr.  Wintmore^^l  think  ihatnomcrci«i 
demand  Would  be  made  upon  us  m  conse- 
quence of  the  increase  of  our  capital. 
.  Can  (he  governor  of  the  Bank  of  Esg- 
land  form  any  esttmata  <iC  the  average 
aipoun^  of  the  dai^y  paym^ts  made  bj 
all  the  London  bankers  put  together?-! 
should  like  much  to  answer  thai  in  the 
alTirin^tivej  but  I  cannot  find  out  any 
aoui'ce  of  information  to  satisfy  my  m>nA 

Which  are  you  of  opinion  that  it  ex- 
ceeds or  falls  short  of  five  millions  M 
should  conceive  considerably  above  bie 

millions.  '  .    .    u 

Are  those  paynients  effected  principaly 
in  Pank  of  England  paper  ?-Wboiij'» 
Bank  of  Ungiand  notes,  >vith  the  excep- 
tion of  fractional  sums. 

Taking  the  daily  average  amoupi  *• 
low  as  five  millions,  does  it  not  m^^ 
that  in  the  course  of  the  year  the  notes  oi 
the  Bank  of  England  in  circulation  arc 
employed  in  making  payments  of  sbo'<- 
1,300,000,000/.  sterling,  on  the  counter*  f^ 
the  London  bankers  alone f—Accortlng 
to  the  opinion  tbat  I  entertain  it  '•''^ 
amount  to  that. 

Taking  into  consideration  (he  ^^^^1 
of  Bank  of  England  paper  neccstfry ;^'| 
country  bankers,  and  the  various  oiuc^ 
uses  attd  applications  for  which  il'*  . 
maiuled,  d«>«^  it  not  follow  that  "^ . 
only  a  certain  limited  prc^ortion  ot 
toUl  amount  of  Bank  of  £Qglfo<!  ?^ 

in  circulation,  available  for  ^***'?^^,',v 
payment  of  this  1 ,500  million  ?— »  J^/jj 
part  of  the  circuiation  that  Is  a<**l*^ 
snch  purpose.  , 
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If  the  aaKmnt  of  Bank  of  Bngland  mHes 
were  in  any  w^y  to  be  increased  t>ne  half, 
that  is  from  twenty  to  thirty  millions,  can 
h  be  supposed  that  the  purposes  for  which 
it  is  required  would  be  increased  in  the 
tame  proportion  ?— The  surplus  quantity, 
not  being  wanted,  would  Immediately  re- 
Tert  to  us. 

So  long  as  the  reslriction  coiitinues,  in 
what  mode  would  the'smplu^  be  returned  i 
i^-By  a  diminished  appHcalioh  for  dis- 
counts and  advances  upon  government  se- 
enrnies,  which  would  in  enett  reduce  the 
number  of  Bank  notes  in  circula^onf 

Can  yon  for^  any  opinion,  as  to  the 
probi^e  average  of  the  gtold.jn  circula- 
fionKexcYosive  of  the  amouoUn  the  ceflfers 
of  the  Bank,  for  three  yeirs  previous  to 
Che  restriction?^^!  can  form  no  opinion. 

Which  are  you  most  dis))06ed'tc  belieVf* 
it  exceeded  or  fell  short  of  twenty  mil- 
lions* ?-^lit  my  opinion  t>eIow  t#eoty  mil- 
lions. •         •       . 

Has  the  governor  of  the  Bank  any  opi- 
nion as  to  what  has  become  of  tht  greater 
part  of  that  proportion  of  our  gold  coin 
which  has  disappeared  from  circulation  ? 
*-My  opinion  is,  thai  the  high  price 
abro<«d  has  taken  it  out  of  this  country. 

You  have  stated,  in  a  former  part  of 
your  evidence,  that  before  the  restriction 
of  17!^7  the  Bank  had  particularly  ob- 
jpct<^d  to  advances  ttn'y  were  under,  on 
account  of  treasury  acceptances;  had  that 
objeA  tion  reference  to  the  amount  of  their 
advances  to  euvernroeni  being  loo  larg^ 
bwinff  to  snch  acceptanret),  or  to  any  other 
circumstance  of  inconvenience? — I  was 
not  a  party  to  the  dixcuMMons  of  the  Bank 
at  that  period,  but  if  I  had  been  thf^^e  my 
objection  would  have  been  to  the  nature 
of  the  security,  and  not  to  the  amount  ad- 
vanced upon  it. 

In  what  re^ct  was  this'fteciirity  objec- 
tionahle  ? — A  doubt  Wi  my  mind,  whether 
the  Bank,  under  its  charter,  was  competent 
to  make'  advances  upon  that  description  of 
iSccurtty. 

March  26,  1810. 

WitUAM  HusKissoH,  esq.  in  the  Chair.  - 

Thomas  Richakdson,  esq.  called  in,  and 

examined.        ^ 

•  I  believe  you  are  a  bill  broker  f — ^Yes. 

Yott  are  also  an  agent  for  country 
bankji  ?— Yes. 

Have  country  banks  increased  in  nilm- 
her  since  the  restriction  on  the  Bank  of 
fnghuHt^— Very  considerably. 
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'  Caik  you  telt  in  what  proportion  ?— No, 
I  never  made  any  calculatibn. 

Da  you  know  how  many  country  basks 
there  are^ — N<>,  I  do  not,  it  might  bd 
easily  ascertained  from  the  priat^  fists  of 
country  bankers. 

Are  you  aware  that. the  notes  of  th«- 
country  hankers  in  circulation  are  much 
increased  ?— I  have  na  doubt  of  it ;  vei'y 
considerably. 

Are  those  notes  which  are  made  pay« 
able  in  London  increased  ?— Yes,  I  should 
tWftk  Very  much. 

Do  you  mean  the  notes  of  country 
banks  generally  are  iMreased  ?— Yes, 
boih  descriptions;  those  made  payable  in 
London,  and  thole  which  are  not. 

What  mean^t  have  you  of  km^v^mg  tbey 
are  increased  ?—Generah  observation. 
'  Whai  ii  the  nature  of  tlie  agency  for 
'country  banks? — It  is  two^fold;  in  the 
first  place  to  procu^  money  Ibr  country 
bankers  on  bijh  wheh  they  hare  occasion 
to  borrow  on  discount,  which  is  not  often 
the  case ;  and  in  the  next  place,  to  lend 
the  money  for  the  country  bankers  on 
bills  on  discount.  The  sums  of  money 
which  I  lend  for  country  bankers  on  dis- 
count are  fifty  times  more  than  the  suma 
borrowed  for  country  bankers. 

Do  you  send  Lontton  &ills  into  the  cotHi« 
try  for  discount  ?— Ves. 

Do  you  receive  bills  fiom  the  country 
upon  London  in  return,  at  a  date,  to  be 
disooulited  ?-— Yes,  to  a  very  considera- 
ble amount,  from  particular  parts  of  the 
country. 

Are  not  both  sets  of  bills  by  this  means 
under  discount  ?^>^No,  the  bills  received 
frorn  one  part  of  the  country  are  sent 
dowlk  to  another  part  for  discount. 

And  they  are  not  discounted  rn  Lotidon  ? 
«->No/  In  soitie  parts  of  the  country  there 
is  but  little  circoKnion  of  bills  drawn  upon 
London,  as  in  Norfolk,  Suflblk,  Essex,  Sun- 
sex,  &c.  but  there  is  there  a  considerable 
circulation  of  country  bank  notes,  princi- 
pnliy  optional  notes.  In  Lancashire  tliere 
is  iiltle  or  no  circulation  of  conntry  bank 
notes  $  but  there  is  a  great  circulation  oH 
bills  drawn  upon  London  at  two  or  three' 
months  date.  I  receive  bills  to  a  consi- 
derable amount  from  Lancashire  in  partt^ 
cular,  and  remit  them  to  Norfolk,  Suffolk, 
&c.  where  the,  bankers  have  large  lodges 
ments,  and  much  snrplus  inott«y  to  ad^ 
vauce  on  bills  fur  discount. 

Do  yoQ  not  send  bills  drawn  in  Lomlotf 
by  one  merchant  nfion  another,  to  be  dia«' 
counted  in  the  caoDHyt-^Yc^  to  a  coosi* 
dcrable  amount* 
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Are  not  bilb  of  that  description  called 
notes,  in  London  ?— Generally  so. 

H<vw  do  yoo  get  your  remittances  for 
those  bills  that  voa  so  send  to  be  dis- 
povntod  ?;-*-Jn  bills  that  hare  three  or  four 
days  to  run,  or  by  orders  for  cash  on 
baalcen  in  London. 

What  part  of  the  country  are  th^jr  sent 
into  ?— 'Korfolkt  8uflR)lk,  $lc:  and  small 
sums  into  some  parts  of  Yorkshire. 

Are  not  the  returns  sometimes  made  in 
bills  at  two  months,  or  other  dates  ? — It  is 
very  seldom  the  case,  unless  it  be  io  ex- 
change for  a  bill  of  a' much  longer  date. 

Do  not  transactions  of  this  nature  take 
place  to  the  amount  of  several  hundred 
thousand  pounds  a  year?«-I  have  never 
had  any  transaction  of  the  sort  last  de- 
scribed. In  the  modes  of  discounting 
previously  mentioned,  many  millions  go 
through  my  hands  in  a  year. 

How  many  millions  pass  through  your 
hands  in  the  course  of  the  year  ?—!  should 
certainly  speak  within  bDunds  if  I  say 
leven  or  eight  millions. 

Do  the  country  bankers  in  general 
keep  agents  in  London^  exclusive  of  the 
bankers  on  whom  they  draw  ?— No,  not 
of  the  description  of  which  I  am.    . 

Are  Qottlte  agents  principally  employed 
for  the  purpose  of  lending  the  money  of 
the  country  bankers  on  discount  on  bills 
accepted  in  London  ?«^We  are  employed 
both  by  those  who  have  money  to  lend, 
and  those  who  want  to  borrow  money. 

You  have  stated,  that  seven  millions  of 
money  pass  through  your  hands  annu- 
ally; what  proportion  of  that  may  you 
have  lent  for  country  bankers  on  dis- 
count ?<w-A  million  and  a  half.  I  speak  of 
the  sum  outstanding  upon  discount  at*  one 
time,  on  account  of  country  bankers, 
which  muhiplied  about  four  or  five  times 
in  the  year,  owing  to  the  hi  lb  being  from 
two  to  three  months,  will  amount  to  the 
aggregate  sum  which  I  have  mentioned. 

Ibt-nit  follows  that  the  seven  millions 
which  liAve  passed  through  your  hands, 
have  been  l*'nt  ior  country  bankers  on 
discount  ?-*-Yes,  I  have  no  transactions 
whatever  but  which  relate  to  discount. 

Do  you  know,  in  point  of  fact,  whether 
such  transactions  as  you  have  now  de* 
scribed,  were  in  practice  previous  to  the 
suspension  of  the  cash  payments  of  the 
Bank  } — Yes,  they  were. 

Do  you  know  whether  they  were  prac* 
tised  to  a  similar  extent  ?— ^No,  they  were 
not. 

In  what  proportioiv  compared  with  the 


present  time  ?— I  caniiol  £bnn  say  cvct 
criterion. 

Can  you  state  to  the  Commiuec  tbfi 
cause  of  such  diflEerence  ?«— I  believe  it  to 
be  on  account  of  the  increase  of  cooalry 
paper,  and  also  Bank  of  England  paper. 

Are  the  bills  ao  discounted  on  behalf 
of  the  country  banks,  such  as  the  Bank  o( 
England  would  refose  to  discount  ?— At 
least  two-thirds  of  them,  on  acoooat  d 
their  having  more  than  6$  days  to  roo. 

Are  there  any  other  reasons  for  which 
you  think  the  Bank  would  refuse  diKooat* 
ing  such  bills  ?-rYes« 

State  them Some  houses  have  jdvc 

occasion  for  discount  than  others;  tiu 
Bank  only  take  a  limited  amount  IW 
business  of  some  houses  arises  priacipaily 
at  one  period  of  the  year  when  they  oui» 
their  sales;  they  then  want  larger sccoo- 
modations  than  the  Bank  would  iM 
them,  and  many  of  the  bills  being  iQ^- 
rect,  by  which  I  mean  not  discouiittbis 
at  the  Bank  without  two  London  indoi^ 
ments. 

Do  you  ever  discount  bills  fcr  I/)odos 
bankers  through  the  medium  of  jvu 
country  correspondents  ?— I  donotbdjert 
that  it  is  a  general  practice  for  the  Uswos 
bankers  to  apply  for  any  such  discosntt. 

Will  you  state  what  sum  of  noaey  b^ 
longing  to  conntry  bankers  has  heencifr 
ployed  by  yoQ  in  the  last  year  mw 
purchase  of  Excheqoer  bills,  aod  oih«r 
government  seoarities  ?-4n  Bwh«4** 
bilU  I  do  not  think  1,000/.  ,, 

In  what  other  securities  JU-Oocaiiosi^ 
we  buy  stock  for  country  banken^  W 
only  to  a  very  limited  amount. 

Do  you  i^arantee  the  bills  yoo  <i^*^^ 
and  what  is  your  charge  per  ceot  ?— ^ 
we  do  not  guarantee  them ;  oar  ^^^1^ 
one-eighth  per  cent,  brokerage  npon  »• 
bill  discounted  ;  but  we  make  » ^^^ 
to  the  lender  of  tlie  money. 

Do  you  considdr  that  brokengc  •V 
compensation  for  the  skill  which  yo<i^' 
crcise  in  selecting  the  bills,  which  y 
thus  get  discounted  ?— Yes,  for  •eleciJag 
of  the  bills,  writing  letters,  and  otifi^ 
trouble. 

Does  the  par(y  who  furnishes  the  fljj 

ney  give  you  any  kind  of  compco**^* 
— None  at  all.  ^ 

Does  he  not  consider  yoo  as  ^^ 
and  in  some  degree  re^poosibls  nir 
safety  of  the  bills  which  yoo  give  m^ 
Not  at  all.  ^ 

I>ie8  he  not  prefer  yoo  ^  ****  !2l  ia* 
his  judging  thai  yon  wUl  gifohunP^ 
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tslltgtnce  upmi  tk«i  rabjcct? — Yti,  be 
relies  upon  ot. 

l>o  yoa  then  exercise  a  diicretion  as  to 
tlie  prabable  sml'ety  of  the  bilU  P-'Yes,  if 
^bill  Goqies  to  ns  which  we  conceive  not 
to  be  safe«  we  return  it, 

.  Do  you  not  then  conceive  ^^oorselves  to 
depend  in  a  great  measure  for  the  quan* 
illy  of  business  which  you  can  perform  on 
tbe  favour  of  the  party  lending  the  mo« 
ney  ?«-Yes,  vonr  much  so.  If  we  manage 
our  business  well,  we  retain  our  friends; 
if  we  do  noty  we  lose  them. 
.  Is  not  Jtbe  quantity  of  business  which 
you  can  do,  limited  in  a  great  measure  bv 
tho  amount  of  the  ready  money  which 
you  are  enabled  to  supply  ?— Yes,  no 
doubt  of  it. 

Does  Hot  then  the  quantity  of  discount- 
able bills  transmitted  to  you,  depend  on 
the  quantity  of  ready  money  which  you 
are  able  to  furnish  ?«-»Yes ;  but  we  find 
that  the  better  our  bills^  the  more  readily 
wa  obtain  money  on  discount,  as  more 
people  are  induced  to  take  bills  on  dts- ' 
count  instead  of  buying  Excbequer  bills, 
or  vesting  money  ii^  the  funds. 

Do  you  not  then  conceive  that  the 
Quantity  of  discountable  bills  that  is  drawn 
depends  on  the  extent  of  the  supply  of 
ready  money  which  the  country  oankers 
issuioff  country  bank  notes  are  able  to 
furnish? — No,  I  do  not,  for  when  the 
country  bankers  are  poor,  the  London 
bankers  are  often  full  of  money. 

Do  you  not  conceive,  then,  that  it  de- 
pends on  the  quantity  of  seady  money 
which  the  country  bankers  and  the  Lon> 
don  bankers  together  are  able  to  furnish  ? 
—I  have  no  doubt  in  many  instances  it 
does ;  but  if  a  manufacturer  has  sold  his 
goods  at  six  months,  and  learns  that  mo- 
ney is  plentiful  in  London,  and  that  he 
can  have  his  bill  discounted,  he  will  send 
it  to  be  discounted. 

Does  not  that  accommodation  tend  to 
increase  the  business  of  the  coimtry  ma- 
nufacturer ?-—Ye^  no  doubt  of  it^  he 
goes  to  market  again  with  his  ready 
money. 

Can  you  state  what  it  may  cost  to 
raise  money  by  discount  in  the  manner 
you  have  described  ?— It  will  cost  Of  per 
cent,  per  annum  to  the  merchant,  suppos- 
ing the  transaction  to  take  place  four 
times  in  the  year,  the  bairicer  5f  per^cent. 
perannimi. 

Will  you  explain  that  difference?— 
The  merchant  pays  from  onc'^eighth  to 
one-feurtb  per  cent,  for  obtaining  the  bill 
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on  the  banker  in  London;  the  country 
bankeri  unless  he  draws  upon  his  Ix>ndon 
banker,  pays  no  commission,  as  he  pays 
away  the  bill  he  receives,  and  indorses  it^ 

riave  there  been  many  losses  incurred 
upon  bills  thus  discounted  ?— N(^  there 
have  not  by  us,  except  to  a  small  amount 
indeed. 

Were  there  any  losses  incutred  upon 
such  bills,  before  the  .restriction  upon  the 
cash  payments  in  the  Bank  {—Yes,  mai^ 
more  in  the  same  proportion. 

Were  not  many  losses  incurred  In  the 
year  170S  ?'-To  a  very  large  amount. 

How  do  yon  account  for  the  ^eater 
proportion  of  losses  before  than  since  ihe 
restriction  of  the  Bank?— I  think  that 
many  of  the  country  bankers  have  many 
losses  by  taking  bills  themselves ;  but 
those  who  do  their  business  in  London  by* 
means  of  a  broker,  who  understands  it, 
have  but  few  losses. 

Do  you  therefore  assign  the  discretion 
of  the  agent  in  London  to  be  the  only 
cause  why  there  have  been  fewer  losses 
sustained  since  the  restriction  on  the 
Bank  than  before  it?— Yes;  I  should 
think  it  much  depends  upon  the  discretion 
of  the  agent  in  London. 

Is  not  the  present  system  of  discounting, 
as  carried  on  by  the  agents  in  London  for 
the  country  banks,  a  great  mutual  accom* 
roodatton  to  the  country  and  London  bank* 
ers  ?•— 1  think  it  may  to  the  country  bank-^ 
ers,  but  not  to  the  London  bankers. 

Is  it  not  a  great  convenience  to  the 
London  bankers,  in  times  when  money  is 
in  plenty,  to  lend  on  discount  on  the 
bills  which  the  agents  oCthe  country  banks 
carry  to  them  ?— Yes,  it  is. 

You  state,  that  you  send  long  dated 
bills  into  ihe  country  (say  six  moothi  to 
run)  to  be  discounted  ?-— Yes. 

Is  it  not  sometimes  the  practice  for  the 
coiutry  banker,  to  remit  in  payment  a 
bill  at  two  months  upon  bis  banker  in 
London,  that  it  may  be  there  discounted, 
deducting  of  course  the  proportion  of  the 
discount  money,  namely  for  the  two 
months^  the  country  banker  receiving  a 
small  commission  for  such  transaction  ?•• 
Yes,  it  is  the  practice  in  some  parts  of 
Westmorelaad^  and  at  Manchester;  but 
those  are  Aransactions  in  which  we  have 
no  concenu  they  are  done  by  correspond- 
inff  with  the  party  directly. 

Not  to  a  large  amount  ?— -No,  1  believe 
not;  business  of  this  sort  was  done  to  a 
great  extent,  when  a  considerable  number 
of  West  India  bills  j$i  from  twelve  to 
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thirty -six  niontfas  dkte  wefe  iif  cirtfdlaKionr. 

Can  yoti  state  tb  the  Comtttttee  the 
causes  T^h!ch  pncriodrcally  produce  an 
abundance  of  scarcity  of  moiley  m  Lon- 
d6ii?'— Nb,  it  is  fa^yOnd  my  cotfception. 

Bo  ytou  think;  from  the  appearance  of 
the  bilf^  which  have  comerirttovour  hands 
to  be  discounted,  that  many  bifia  are"  nOv^ 
di-awrt  solely  fbr^  the  purpose  of  rUtshig 
money,  arid  riot  fofr  rieal  business  done  ?— 
No,  I  believe  a  very  smalf  proportion  in- 
deed that  are  not  tot  real  business;  pass 
through  my  hands. 

Are  there  any  other  pei^<)ffS'in^  London 
whose  trantjacttons  Ate  <^onsid'erabitie  in 
this  line  ? — Yes,  several,  but  I  believe  no 
one  house  that  carries  on  apsncy  to  the 
same  extent  we  do ;  I  do  not  think  they 
altogether  carry  It  on  to  one  thirti  of  the 
extent  we  do'. 

Are'  there  not  some  who  carry  on  si'> 
mi  far  transactions  for  mercantile  houses 
in  London,  and  obtain  mtfriey  ort  dis- 
count from  London  bankers  ?^*A  great 
many. 

Can  you  state  what  may  be  the  com- 
parative extent  to  the  hitter  class? — I 
should  think  to  a  much  neater  extent  for 
the  merchants,  than  for  the  country 
bankers. 

Can  yoti  distinguish  bet\<feen  those  btlfs 
Hrhich  are  properly  called  biHs*  of  accom- 
modation, and  those  for  real  rticrcantile 
transactions  r-*No,  I  wish  I  could;  it 
would  be  of  gr^  use  tb  me  in  my  bu- 
siness. 

Do  not  the  bills  drawn  ftom  ttjc  coan- 
trv,  necessarily  partake  hi  som^  measuie 
bf  both  characters  ? — Yes,  I  have  no  doubt 
it  is  sometimes  the  ca^e ;  I  have  heard  it 
stated  that  a  merchant  in  London  shall 
buy  I,00(V.  worth  of  goods  in*the  coun- 
try, and  that  the  seller  shall  draw  for 
two;  but  to  distinguish  from  the  bill 
whether  such  transactions  are  real  or  not, 
is  impossible. 

Is  not  the  sufficiency  of  the' acceptor, 
drawer,  and  indorser,  thi^  principal  rule 
by  which  you  necessarily  judge? — No, 
rfot  at  all  tiknes ;  there  is  a  great  infTux  of 
a  particular  description  of  paper  in  the 
market  at  times,  which  we  must  avoids  let 
the  parlies  be  ^vef  so  good.  Particular 
businesses  s^t  into  drsrepute,  the  Spanish 
wool  trade  for  instance.  When  an  article 
18  very  high,  both  drawer,  alcceptor,  and 
tndorser,  get  into  bad  ciredit,  and  we  are 
(hen  cautious  of  taking  Such  bills. 

Can  yon  generally  obtain  its  many  bills 
founded    oh    real  trtms&ctioDsr  in   Coift- 


iftr3aelflliHiJiiii»f 


[ 


tit^fce,  ats-yoQ  af«  ANf lb  g&NSaMtmmA 

•—Yes,  nine  months  out  of  tife 

can. 

Cm  ytnrobtsiii'mote  ofYach*6ittkttasf 
yon  art*  M^to  dtscwmtf— Tear, 
larly  for  the  last  fotnr  monA^. 

Supposing  tire  stipply  of  aMi  lib 
crease  through  ihe  increase  bPcdatrfi^  banlr 
notes,  do^you  conceiver  that  ytm'  codM  ob* 
tain  a  proportionabia  increato  in-  tb&  sii|^ 
ply  of  billv  fohndM  ofi  feal  tranas^iniiis  tif 
cammerce  P-^Yes,  to  more  tbtftt  do^bfa 
the  amount  of  the  idcreastt,  by  taSi^otg  Kth 
which'  have  from  three  torn  months  to 
rim*. 

Has  your  btisiness  gradbaYfy  iitcreaaeif 
to  the  great  extent  at  which  it  now  a  ? — 
Yes,  for  about  the  last  four  or  fire'yeanrit 
has, 

March  ^0,  1B10. 

Henrt  TaoftMTON,  esq.  i»  the  CInir. 

Jeya  Wnmioaty  esq.  tl»  Qoaeaokory  anA 
JoHH  P%Amm,  e«q.  tlie  Jdepnqp  Oa« 
vemor  of  th^e  Baak  of  Engl; 
in  togetlMr ;-  and  exaiiMra» 

Does  not  the  unf^ivoufattT^ 
change  with  foreign  <iotmiriea*t^lRl«  even 
under  the  present  re^Hcdofr,  in  some  de- 
gree to  ren  ler  its  contht\ianc«  and  proro- 
gation necessary,  in  so  hr  aa  tlint  neces- 
sity may  depend  on  the  propotticm  of 
specie  in  the  cofters  of  lite  Banlc  to  ffce 
amount  of  its  notes  in  cireulatioift  ? 

Mr.  Whimore. — In  my  opinion  tfte  btgh 
price. of  gold  bullion  attroad,  ddea  make 
it  necessary  to  continue  the  restriction  ; 
but  I  have  already  obscfVed,  tliat  ritt  fow 
si^e  c<f  exchange  hasr  not  opeftUfd  beibie 
the  restriction  to  drain  us  of  our  giiineas  to 
any  material  exterlt. 

Mr.  Ptfarte.— Undotrbfenffy  it  dbes, » 
&r  as  regards'  the  supply  of  the  puWic 
^ailts  'With  a  circ'ufatmg  medlunf,  as  it 
would  not  be  possible  wr  tfaf(  BsDfk  to 
continue  that  supply  if  the  Ites^rirtion  Bill 
were  removed,  whilst  the  fbreigit  ex- 
changes remain  so  OfifavountM^  as  at 
present ;  a  profit  of  fVorh  ten  f o  fifhpen,  to 
twenty  per  cent,  upon  converting  glnoelS 
into  bullion,  wodlcfb^  too  great  a'trmpu- 
tion  to  allow  any  Co  t^mam  iii  (he  Bank, 
as  long  as  a  Banknote  r^lnainM  iA  circtH 
lation.  T6^  Sank  woulV  inctitably  b6 
driven  to  th^  necesshy  tt  calling  m  io 
notiss,  br  id  other  words  tt  ttAMngiu 
advances  on  bills,  &c.  which  WOttWpro* 
duce  that  distress  whieH  thd  ft^stridnoa 
b'lll  Was  passeif  t6  hr^v^ilt. 

Iff  eas€  thtt  fiadr  wiSth&ft  d)l6a,  sol 
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tto«gicl>i||>t  were  «•  tbey  are  iiow.i^nd 
tbe  price  Aiigoldjalsq*  sbotuld  yoa  be  of 
o|ttiiiGii,  that /he  Baak  ou|^t.tore&traiii 
tbe  avQuiit  tsdtA  discoonts  in  cpxisideu- 
lil^i.jDf  ;itie  doaia  of  ^Id  which  would 
retnU  from  those  ctrcumstances  ? 

Jir.  WUimarc^U  the  Bank  expert- 
caeed  a  draio  of  <g9ld>  they  would  pay  a 
▼ery  great  attention  to  the  description  of 
persons  to  whom  .they  afforded  the  dis- 
coontStand  so  far  their  cautiou  would  tend 
to  diminiah  their  total  ainount  of  dis- 

COUDli. 

When  you  state*  that  the  present  high 
price  of  gold  abroad  would  occasion  a 
draia  .opon  Abe  ,Ba()k«  and  that  it  was 
norer  so  iiigb  before  the  restriction  as  to 
ocisasion  mcb  a. drain  in  any  material  de- 
«ee ;  is  not  tbe  course  of  exchange  with 
roreiffn  countries  tbe  only  criterion  by 
artiica  you  judge  of  tbe  bigb  price  of 
^^d  .Inroad  ? 

.  Mr.  Jf  At<Niorv.— -Tbe  bigb  course  of  ex- 
4)bange  upon.&reign  countries  is  not  tbe 
criterion  4I  judge  irom>  but  tbe  notoriety 
that  tbe  .^Id  coin  of  this  country  is 
bonebt  up  m  order  to  be  ex(M>rted. 
*  Btr.  iierse.— The  4M>ur8e  of  exchange 
certainly  is  the  i:riierion. 

2>o  y«o  believe  tbat  tbe  refusal  of  jdie 
Bank  to  discount  ibr  persons  suspected  of 
bein^  eoneesned  in  tbe  unlawful  traffic  of 
melting  down  or  exporting  guineas^ 
.woald  in  point  of  &ct  prevent  such  un- 
lawful traffic,  so  long  as  tbe  market  price 
of  goUehonld  continue  so  bigb  above  the 
Mint  price  as  to  afford  a  profit  on  such 
Araffio? 

Mr.  WUimoK€,'^  believe  our  refusal  to 
disoaam  tends  to  lessen  thougli  not  alto- 
gether-to  pvevent  it. 

Mr.  i'cerse.— -With  tbe  best  intentions 
on  'par  part,  I  am  not  of  opinion  tbat  such 
refusal  can  prevent  it. 

K  any  period  were,  now  fixed  upon, 
though  a  Jiatant  one,  such  for  instance  as 
one,  two  or  three  years  for  the  terraina- 
lion«of  tbe  leatriciion*  should  you  not  be 
of  opinien,  as  a  bank  director,  that  it 
would  become  necesarv  for  the  Bank 
gniduaUy  to  diminish  the  account  of  its 
notes  in  circulation,  and  to  cesulate  the 
lOmmint  of  its  issues  with  a  jeiereoce  )to 
Uie  course  of  exchange  with  fore^n 
leoantfies;  thereby  on  Jthe  one  band 
guarding  as  naeb  as  |iossible  against  any 
aodden  and^genevaliembacraasovMit  to  the 
.cicoolation  of  Jbe  .country,  and  on  the 
otbevj  pmpariag.  itself  in  snob  a  manner 
aijwght  ha  Jaa*  JiMy  to  pradncaj^y 


decaii|P(n^nl  of  ,our  .cononerce,  to  meet 
the  opening  witbout  any  risk  of  i  .demand 
for  specie  bein^  then  u^ade  for  the  pur- 
pose of  pro£t  in  exporting  it  to  foreign 
counj.rles  ? 

Mr.  Whiifnore.-^Jn  my  opinion,  we 
could  not  restrain  the  amount  of  discounts 
on  tbe  B^k,  without  so  materially  affect* 
iug  ^he  trade  and  revenue  of  the  country 
tbat  it  would  be  advisable  to  wait  the 
period  of  peace,  when  I  should  hope  that 
the  question  will  be  considered  .  in  the 
most  ample  and  impartial  manner  ;  and 
that  as  we, may  have  good  reason  to  ex- 
pect the  demand  of  gold  bullion  on  the 
continent  would  cease,  and  the  trade  of 
tbe  country  allow  of  the  free  importation  of 
the  articles,  the  Bank  might  be  enabled  to 
res^ume  their  cash  payments  without  in- 
convenience, or  a  prospect  of  their  not 
being  able  to  continue  them. 

Suppose  the  measure  to  be  determined 
upon  by  parliament,  of  tbe  opening  of  tbe 
Bank  at  .a  distant  period,  should  you  think 
that  in  the  event  of  the  exdianges  conti* 
nuin^  tbe  same  or  nearly  the  saihe.  some 
restriction  of  the  Bank  issues  ought  to 
take  place  with  a  view  to  prepare  for  tbe 
openbg? — Provided  it  was  imperative 
upon  us  to  open,  I  should  think  a  restric- 
tion of  tbe  Bank  issues  would  be  neces- 
sary, notwithstanding  tbe  fatal  i^onsc- 
quences  that  might  arise  from  it  to  com- 
merce and  revenue  of  the  country. 

Mr.  P^ar«(.<— In  tbe  contemplation  of 
tbe  removal  of  the  restriction  bill  at  any 
definite  period,  it  would  become  neces- 
sary for  the  Bank  to  regulate  the  amoont 
of  its  issues,  with  a  reference  to  the 
course  of  exchange  with  foreign  coun- 
tries; but  while  that  exchange  continues 
unfavourable  (an  event  as  arising  out  of 
tbe  balance  of  payments  not  within  the 
control  or  influence  of  the  Bank)  I  cannot 
see  that  auy  regulation  witbin  tbe  means 
of  the  Bank  would,  in  the  event  of  an 
opening,  effectually  preclude  tbe  risk  of 
a  demand  for  specie  being  then  made  for 
the  purpose  of  profit  in,  exporting  it  to  the 
continent. 

Do  you  mean  that  in  tbe  event  of  its 
being  enacted  tbat  tbe  Bank  should  open 
at  a  future  time,  you  jgbould  deem  it  pro- 
per to  ceatrain  the  Bank  .^sues  with  a  view 
jto  prepare  for  Jihat  event,  supposing  the 
exchanges  to  continue  ynfavourable?-— I 
cannot  say  what  would  be  my  opinion  in 
such  a  case;  as  that  opinion  would  tbon 
be  g^ided  by  the  view  that  might  be 
taken  by  ^he  ^oUected  sense  of  tbe  whole 
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dlreetioD^   arising  oat  of  such  circum- 
stianees  as  might  then  preyail. 

Supposing  the  Bank  paper  to  be  di- 
mtmshedj  ai  you  suppose  that  it  possibly 
might  in  the  contemplation  of  the  event 
of  the  opening  of  the  Bank«  do  you  not 
conceire  that  such  diminution  woiud  tend 
in  some  degree  to  lower  the  general  price 
of  commodities  ?— As  long  as  it  only 
passes  as  a  circulating  mediumj  I  think 
not. 

Do  you  conceive  that  a  very  consider- 
abfe  re'duction  of  the  amount  of  the  cir- 
culating mediirm,  would  not  tend  in  any 
degree  to  increase  its  relative  value  coni» 
pared  with  commodities,  and  that  a  con- 
siderable increase  of  it  would  have  no 
tendency  whatever  to  augment  the  price 
of  commodities  in  exchange  for  such  cir- 
culating medium?— ^It  is  a  subject  on 
which  such  variety  of  opinions  are  en- 
tertained, I  do  not  feel  myself  competent 
to  ffive  a  decided  answer. 

In  your  examination  of  the  2 1st  inst. 
you  state,  that  an  excess  of  country  bank 
paper  can  only  obtain  when  issued  other- 
wise than  as  representing  securities  arising 
out  of  real  transactions,  and  payable  at 
fixed  and  not  distant  periods;  and  yet, 
in  your  examination  of  the  23d,  you 
'state^that  this  paper  must  always  circulate 
*at  par,  or  it  would  return  upon  the  parties 
Chat  issue  it:  can  ih^re  then  be  any  ner- 
manentexcess  of  country  bank  paper  wnile 
it  is  so  exchangeable  ?-— In  my  answer  of 
the  21st  of  March,  I  adverted  to  the  causes 
'which  mfght  be  productive  of  an  excess 
in  the  issues  of  country  bank  paper:  in 
my  answer  of  the  2M,  I  meant  to  allude 
to  the  consequenceswhich  must  inevitably, 
in  my  opinion,  result  from  the  existence 
of  such  an  excess.  It  is  certainly  possible, 
were  it  important  in  amount,  that  the 
country  banks,  by  not  regulating  the 
issues  on  the  principle  of  the  Sank  of  Eng- 
land, might  send  forth  a  superabundance 
of  their  notes;  but  this  excess,  in  my  opi- 
nion, would  no  sooner  exist  in  any  ma- 
terial degree,  than  it  would  be  corrected 
by  its  own  operation,  for  the  holders  of 
such  paper  would  immediately  return  it  to 
the  issuers,  when  they  found  that  in  con- 
seouence  of  tin  over  issue  its  value  was 
reduced  or  likely  to  be  reduced  below 
par :  thus,  though  the  balance  mieht  be 
slightly  and  trannemly  distorbed,  no 
considerable  or  permanent  over  issne 
'  could  possibly  take  place,  as  from  the  na- 
tuva  of  things  the  amount  of  Bank  notes  in 
circulation  most  always  find  its  level  in 
*bt  pul^lijc  wants. 


Do  you  not  believe  it  inipoaaible,  tint 
the  course  of  exchange  shonid  continiie  at 
its  present  unfavourable  rate  lor  any 
length  of  time,  if  the  restriction  of  m 
cash  payments  of  the  Bank  vrerw  re» 
moved  ? 

Mr.  Wfdtmore, — I  should  think  it  very 
likely  to  continue  as  it  is  now,  if  the  trade 
of  the  country  and  the  price  abroad  were 
also  to  continue  as  they  now  are. 

Mr.  Peorse.^It  would  or  would  notcon- 
linde,  according  as  the  trade  of  the  conn* 
try  and  its  political  expences  would  ope- 
rate. 

Then  you  do  not  believe  that  tbe  fa- 
ciKty  which  would  be  acquired  of  obtain- 
ing guineas  by  the  removal  of  the  re* 
striction  upon  the  Bank,  would  opente 
upon  the  rate  of  exchange  with  ferergn 
countries  ? 

Mr.  Whkmort.-^ln  whatever  extent  tbe 
guineas  and  the  bullion  might  be  ex* 
ported,  it  would  operate  to  the  improve* 
ment  of  die  exchange,  like  tbe  exporta^ 
tion  of  any  other  commodity. 

Mr.  Fearse. — I  concur  in  that  opinton 
with  .the  governor. 

If  a  person  ab^axl  sends  a  bale  of 
goods  to  this  cbuntry  which  cost  there 
100/.  in  specie,  does  he  not  calcnlate  the 
value  of  the  bale  according  to  the  sunocmt 
he  can  receive  for  it  in  this  country  ? 

Mr.  WkUmort* — I  do  not  believe  that 
any  foreign  merchant  makes  a  calcola- 
tion  of  profit  upon  a  single  transaction, 
but  from  the  general  result  of  that  ttade 
he  may  be  engaged  in. 

But  if  the  foreigner  can  receive  100/.  in 
specie  for  his  goods  whan  sent  into  this 
country,  would  it  not,  independent  of 
the  charges,  make  the  exchange  even? 
— If  the  import  and  export  of  the  coun- 
try were  alike,  the  exchange  woeld  be 
even. 

If,  however,  he  receives  100/.  in  Btnk 
notes,  and  is  under  the  necessity  of  going 
to  market  for  bullion,  will  he  tfeie  foreigner 
not  rate  his  goods  20  per  cent  higher,  the 
difierence  in  the  price  between  them;  and 
will  he  not  invoice  his  eoods  20  percent 
higher  to  his  correspondent  accotdioglv  I 
•J  cannot  contemplate  a  trade  where  the 
Invoices  are  made  out  with  reference  to 
the  price  of  bullion. 

If  this  were  the  case,  what  prospect 
should  we  have  of  a  rise  in  the  price  or  lbs 
exchange  f— Never  having  vieighed  die 
sol>|ect  with  any  reference  to  the  price  ef 
buHieo,  I  am  not  prepaied  with  an  opi- 
nieii  how  a  p^rcbant  wodd  act  in  sikIi  a 
case. 
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I«  it  ii6t  the  practiee  with  the  Bonk  to 
keep  the  issue  or  their  notes  rather  belovr 
the  amonnt  which  the  occasions  of  the 
public  would  appear  to  require^  than  to 
allow  any  excess  of  their  amount  with  a 
▼tew  to  profit  ?— 1  think  I  have  already 
stated,  that  the  Bank  does  not  comply  with 
the  whole  demand  upon  them  for  dis- 
counts, and  that  they  are  neter  induced, 
by  a  view  to  their  own  profit,  to  push  their 
issues  beyond  what  they  deem  ooosislent 
with  the  public  interest. 

Mr.  piane. — I  agree  that  our  practiee 
is  eMrirely  consistent  with  the  answer 
•given  by  the  goremor. 

Jfnl2,  1810. 

William  Husiusson,  esq.  in  the  Chair. 

William  Conincram*  esq.  called  in,  and 

examined. 

'  What  is  the  present  slate  of  the  Irish 
exchange  ?^-The  exchange  from  London 
to  Dublm  is  9f 

'  Has  it  fluctuated  since  1804?— Yes, 
Tery  much  indeed;  it  is  a  great  deal  lower 
than  it  was  then. 

How  is  it  in  respect  to  foreign  coun- 
-tries? — ^There  is  not  any  exchange  be* 
tween  Ireland  and  foreign  countries ;  it  is 
all  done  through  England. 

Although  the  exchange  between  Ire- 
land and  England  has  become  more  fa- 
vourable to  Ireland,  as  calculated  between 
those  two  countries,  has  not  the  exchange 
become  so  far  unfavourable,  as  between 
England  and  foreign  countries,  as  to  com- 
pensate, or  nearly  compensate,  for  the  im- 
provement } — Certainly. 

Do  you  not  conceive,  then,  that  a  giren 

Suantity  of  the  present  circulating  me- 
ium  of  Ireland,  might  exchange  for  about 
the  same  Quantity  oif  the  circulating  me- 
'dium  of  tne  countries  of  Europe,  as  in 
the  year  1804,  when  the  Irish  exchange 
with  England  was  so  particularly  unni- 
Tourable  ?— I  think  it  would  do  so,  or 
nearly  so. 

It  appears  from  your  evidence  before 
die  Irish  Exchange  Commitree,  in  the  year 
1804,  that  you  were  of  opinion  that  the 
paper  currency  of  Ireland  was  then  de- 
preciat«sd,  and  that  thfa  depreciation  was 
the  cause  of  the  unfavourable  state  of  the 
exehange  between  England  and  Ireland ; 
are  you  of  opinion  that  that  paper  is  still 
depreciated,  and  if  so,  to  what  circum- 
stance do  yon  ascribe  the  improvement  in 
theexchange  between  the  twocountries  ?*- 
Ithinirit  is  still  depraoiated,  but  innTery 
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inconsiderable  degree  cmnpared  with 
what  ft  was  in  the  year  1804:  and  I  am 
inclined  to  think,  that  the  cause  of  the  de* 
preciation  being  so  much  less  now  thaa 
It  was  at  the  period  alluded  to  is,  thm 
there  is  greater  confidence  in  the  paptf 
than  there  was  at  that  time ;  and  there* 
fore  the  people  take  ic  with  more  freedon* 
and  of  course  consider  it  of  mora  value.    . 

Bo  you  consider  the  paper  currency 
of  thi«  country  as  depreciated  ?-^I  do  not. 

What  are  the  grounds  of  that  opinion 
you  have  given,  that  the  paper  of  Ire* 
land  is  depreciated  ?«-Because  I  know  that 
there  are  two  rates  of  exchanae  in  passing 
bills  upon  England;  one  rate  for  billa  paid 
for  in  specie,  and  another  rate  for  bills 
paid  for  in  Bank  of  Inland  notes;  the 
present  difference  is  from  II4  to  5  per  cent, 
against  the  Bank  notes. 

Do  you  mean,  that  when  a  bill  noon 
London,  which  is  payable  in  Bank  of  Bog* 
land  notes,  is  sold  in  Ireland,  it  sells  at  a 
better  price  if  Bank  of  Ireland  paper  ia 

given  tor  it  than  if  gold  is  given  for  it  in 
reland  ?— -That  is  what  I  mean. 

Is  it  customary  for  any  bills  to  be  drawn 
from  Ireland  on  London,  which  are  di- 
rected to'  be  payable  in  London  in  gui* 
neas,  and  not  in  Bank  of  England  notes? 
<^There  is  no  such  custom. 

Is  it  customarv  ever  to  draw  bilk  in 
London  upon  Iremnd  payable  in  Bank  of 
Ireland  paper,  and  to  sell  those  billa  in 
London  for  guineas  at  one  price,  they 
being  sold  in  London  for  Bank  of  Bug^ 
land  notes  at  another  ?*-*I  believe  no  snth 
practice  obtains. 

Has  the  difirenee,  which  now  is  S  or 
3  per  cent  been  ever  greater  ?«-»M«€h 
greater^  I  have  known  the  a(;tual  preminni 
more  than  i  1  per  cent. 

Are  large  sums  paid  in  gold  at  the  pn- 
sent  rate  of  2|  or  3  per  cent.  premiuDi  ?-— 
I  believe  not« 

Does  this  practice  prevail  in  many  parts 
of  Ireland  ? — I  should  think  it  prevaito 
chiefly  in  the  north. 

Is  there  any  large  quantity  of  guineas 
circulating  in  those  parts  ? — I  belieTe  very 
considerable* 

Do  you  know  whether  all  the  rents  are 
paid  in  gold  ?— *I  believe  not  all,  but  the 
greater  part  are. 

Does  much  paper  also  circulate  in  thoaa 
paru  ? — ^Yes,  certainly,  a  very  consider- 
able quantity  of  paper. 

Is  there  a  regular  agio,  or  difference 
between  piiper  and  gold  in  the  narkelsin 
the  north  ot  Ireland  }*-Yei^  there  is^ 


taUiD 
lias  B>f  Litif  Aighyrice  4)f  iHilikin.  whkb 

Ml.'io  way  tninwiiiMin  ^  fpuiaeM  fr«ai 

«f  i^iAetti  for  ibe  parpaiestof  profit  -Su^l 
temreoat;  aad^thMre  iataneproafof  my 
«{riiiioa>  tbeidiirerctioe  oftlie  arm  that  1 
ha^eilated'teliiveen  •  i»iper  ma  <spaoie,  is 
ratiiariaM  aiaar  ^ihan  ftjbia>bqan  for  aeireral 
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ytamfoat. 

Woakl  tbare  aot  be  a  pralit  on  tbe 
anHBfOiisiion,  or  the'mabing.of  <ibe  gaiaeas 
nam  cireabitiag  in  ike  north  of  iMdaod  ? 
«i*J  be^iere  there  woahL 

Can  yoo  state  i^vbetbartmaiiy  of  ibose 
^gmneas^ape  ander  the  ilfint  weight  ? — 1 
belioTe  (bey  are  fiat;  they  are  irery  par- 
tidobirabaut  ^mghiag  them. 

^Do  ihe^  banbefB  'hmd  ^aivy  ofUhoae  «gtti- 
aeas  ? — I  should  -Ihink  .mat  aay  lai^ye 
^vantities. 

•  i]Aro4naay  of  then  sent  hither'^-^I  think 

•  <  Hasthaniiictaation  in  the  agio  ordis- 
coant  4>t>f»ecn  paper  and  gniaeas  in 
Ireland,  baen  a3ea<ftiy  ^proportionate  to 
the  AtolcMtiwia  in  the  exchange  between 
•Bngland  -and  bdand  ?— -Yes,  it  has,  or 
nearly  so. 

iias  tt<hadtno"rererance  to  the  stated 
exchange  between  £»glandand  foreign 
•Duatries  f— 4  tie  inot  think  it  has;  Ahe 
s«asanss,  thattfae  y««^le)in  tbenoithof 
iroiand  do  ^itot  JDooeem  themaehres  with 
"fcaoigii  exchaiiges^  and  their  attentian^as 
newer  been'^mad  to  the  advantages  «f 
aransporttng  ^goiQeas  *into  •fsteign  !CH>iin- 
tries. 

If  a  M\  of^eaaghange^wwn  London  on 
diswnbuigh  will  briag  a  higher  price  hi 
Sifcnk  orSngknd  'paper  than  it  ariii  in 
gaineas,  will  you  not  say  that  the  Bank  <i>f 
■afglaiid^paperindepraciated  ^-^-Undoubt- 
'cdlyit'isy'safiiras  it  is  vsed  in»tha:foreign 
exchange. 

:dSk>  -tyoa  attribnte  the  -law  •and  steady 
«aia  ofiexchange  during  these  <last  3  or4 
years,  to  the  different  anode  that  Jiaa  .been 
•defied  nn  awmswiiting  the  i&ads'of  go- 
Ternniant  4raai  ibe  one  .ooamry  4o  the 
other  ? — I  think  that  the  regalar  and  in* 
#aritfble  moda'thathasof  lata  3^ears'been 
•doptad  of  transmittaag  leans,  has  baen 
the  cause  of  keeping  the  laKohange  steady 
aani  tnodaraiemM. 

Dm}  the^fenner  mode  tend  ta  irenderslip 
exchange  steadily  aniavourabla  to  Ib»> 
4andi^--^I  thuilttt  coattibiMd  4o  h  non- 
•kiavaMy*  wm  aacannk  oSiha  <«gitatapne«- 
latiottvwhfeh.dt  t  pronMiladJiy  ^  pasaaosdn 
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IiMidan  anl  .BiwWia,  •«iho  unredMleca  tn 
aaathaiMe* 

Was  not  the  «fiect  of  thia  naeda  father 
iio  oimite  4ji>eat'QttctiMUoas  widun  .^bort 
intorvals,  mm  either  steadily  tainspaase 
or  to  depresadhe  exobaage  ?-— I  think  ca* 
tainly  it  was. 

You  have  statadt  that  there  is  m  pf»> 
iDMia;i.af rS^.lD^.pcr  cent-  in  favour^ 
gold,  ^oompared  wttth  Baek  ef  laelaiHi  notes 
in^iMie  Aorth  of  Ireland ;  tlo  yen  Aat  ^tin- 
bate  this  premioro  lo  the  otaaiBistaDcc  of 
cants  beii4»  gcsteraUy.pajd  in  f^M  in  that 
distrkit  afjtha.0piinury  ?— -I  Uiink4t||^£ir« 
cumstance  contribolas  v«ry  -much  to  if, 
and  another  one,  which  is  yery  material, 
adds  to  it  also,  tiMt  the  ^eaf  le  in  the  north 
of  Ineiand  have  been  very  little  aoow- 
tomed  to  paper  circulation  amongst  theai 
at  all;  and  therefore,  fronn  fanhif;  they 
greatly  prefer  specie. 

Are  the  truiaactions  which  aae  |Mad  for 
in  .gold  to 4Uiy  great  eatant  in.ibe'diikikt 
to  which  yon  have  allttdtfsd,  tt^ati  h  net 
tfaei  chief  aflioantof4nMasactM»is  d£ac  barged 
in£ank  f>af)er  ?—l  believe  thei4n  ao«r 
of  the  counties  in  the  norlb  of  Ireland  the 
greatest  part  ef  the  iranaactionaaan-dti* 
efaai*ged  in^afftecie^  hat  in  ether  coeniies, 
where  the  .amount  is  nuiah  ||nui4er,  it  is 
more  in  bank  notes;  Iimaan  the  great 
trnd  lag  towns  Belfast,  and  so  forth. 

Tbece  bemg  a  premium  of  ^tper  cent 
to  5  per  cent,  in  favour  of  gohf-oosniinred 
with. Bank  of  Ireland  noteSj.doaa  netibe 
same  |>remittm  rprevail  in  favour  mS  Bank 
of  £nglattd.note8,  compared  with  the  notes 
of  the  Bank  ef  Ireland  ?— The  same  dif- 
ference does  prevail  in  jGtvour  of  -Bank  ef 
dSngbind  notes. 

Are  not  theJinensnf  the  north  cdueiy 
nnrohaaedin  specie 'in.aaveralimarfceu  ?«- 
They  are  .porchased  in  several  asarkcts 
Almost  entirely  for  specie ;  but  I  think  in 
mher  maskets,  end  the  ^aler  ;«mrbass 
particularly,  gnat  vquattlities<of  linens  a« 
paid  for  in  hank/notes. 

You  have  said,  that  the  pajianents  e£ 
«ent  in  specie  is  the  eaaaenf  ihe  pseminw 
on  gtiiaeas  in  theinorthnf  kalaad  ?-«4t 
oentrihntcs  to  it. 

JO0310U  conoeivethat  ihe^amand  tea 
»gaineaaibr  the  perpaae  of  ^laying  rant» 
and  ifcr  ^wflhaaea 


cafiBHitati 


ciaUf 

Ihsek 


.aliarihe  nreal  vsineef  ignineaa  l-^i 
•itiis  the.  Jole:caase  ^o(  •the.goiaeas  .baia^ 
ficaferred  to^hedSank  notes,  thi*  iheJknk 
4Kitesiare'refiiaed'on  iheaaffv^reMntb 

tte»Baokiof  England  jsalaa  etmulale  <e 
fny  «Ktent  in  jhatasatt-itMa^  icqr  him 
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of  BxdHnge,  tliey  do  nol  oouilniMr  in 
CifCHnlioii  tbtftv* 

bchfte  tiif  ffumtitjr  of  RiMk'of  Bop- 
Itnd  p«per  gent  te^  Ireland  fbrCttrpufpMMr 
of  EKthawge  ?v^  think  not  any'  qoaiHify. 

Aftf  not  Bmk  of  England*  note»  more 
in  detnanditf  Ireland,  prineipaliy  ibr  tKe 
conrenienee  of  making  mntA\  payments  in 
Rigfand,  or  for  rale  to  persons  wdose 
bmtneis  may  require  tiM  the;^  should 
apeedjly  proykle  themtelves  with  small 
atimf  in  the  cmtency  of  England^  rather 
than  fin*  theadjuatment  ofmercantite  tran- 
sactions between  the  two  countries  ?^ 
Yeii^certainly. 

What  is  the  present  state  of  exchange 
biRween  Bell^yt  and  London  ?— J  beiieve 
it  istf  percent  for  specie,  or  from  9f  to 
XC  per  cent,  fbr  Bank  of  Ireland  notes. 

What  is  the  present  rate  of  exchange 
from  Doblfn  on  London  ?— Eight  per  cent. 

To  wbat  do  yon  ascribe  the  nnfavonra- 
Me  cotar^  of  earchange  which  has  now 
exited  (tor  several  months  between  £hg« 
laiid  andi  fcreign  countries  ?*^>I  belieire  it 
has  chiefly  arisen  from  an  vncomntonly 
great  importation  of  goods  mtothia  coun- 
try durtne  the  hat  1*2  months ;  and  I 
beKere  it  has  also  been  ratioh  increased 
by  IT  great  dimination  of  remittances  that 
would  have  been  made  to  thra  country 
fttnu  difftrent  part^  of  Eovope^  on  acconnt 
of  their  import^  from  the  United  States  of 
America^  if  the  embarcto  in  America  had 
not  prevented  the  usual  shipments  of 
goods  from  that  country  to  Europe  ;  and 
also  I  am  inchned  to  think,  there  was  a 
considerable  diminution  of  exports  from 
this  country  In  conn  cq  tie  nee  of  the  orders 
in  council  in  England,  the  decrees  in 
France^  and  the  American  embargo. 

i^^  4,  1810. 

William  Hu^usson,  esq.  in  the  Chair. 

Sir  Fmncis  Barino,  bart.  called  in,  and 

examined. 

Are  you  aware  that  the  exchanges  with 
the  Continent  of  Europe,  have  been  greatly 
agafnst  this  country  for  many  months,  as 
much  as  from  15  to  20  per  cent,  and 
thai  the  market  price  of  gold  has  been 
above  the  Mint  price  in  nearly  the  same 
propoHion  ?— Certainly. 

Do  you  think  the  exchange  would  have 
been  so  very  unfavourable  if  gold  coin 
had  been  circulating  in  this  country  in  the 
same  manner  as  before  the  restriction 
bill  f^-^rhe  circulatibn  eonsiits'  of  paper 
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and  atf  Imliioiii  s0d  the 
change  is  the  regulator  oPthe  i 
!oiicr  ia  sdt  qmet  attd  cttfrenl 
'(ftAn^fAmm,  loMuaof  poaee;  by 
ttiae^  I  nesn  war>  free  kom  NsMtsoli< 
'ofenery  deaerip^M  speik  trade*  witlii<»> 
. reigir pettii  Dtwing the?  jeairawartlraBBi 
weveao  realiietioM  opw  trside,  thesaoap 
ofwraiiona  to  perform  on  Ihv  oentmamioi 
!  remitting  money  frem-  hence  t»  pay  fosr 
the  incrrased  tfuantity  el  neeal*  and  rnili** 
tary  stores  ;  and  yee  hi  no  one  in 
was  there  a  want  of  bullion.  Hie 
'wasthecrfHe  doriog  the  AmeriiNui 
through  the  whole  of  it  there  wae  no- 
'of  bullion.  And  therefore  1  think  thalil 
'  we  could  coiKinue  oar  payments  ift  specie 
as  heretofisre,  and  there  hadbeewno  i«*« 
trictioB  opoivtvflde,  the  coarse  ef  eachange 
» wontd  not  be  unfavonraMe  to  the  cnaati^ 
I  thenefore  consider  the  two  greal^eirogaahi 
staneea  which  afihcl  the  eBsbaaga  te*  ba 
the  reacrietions  upon  trade,  and  theiam 
creased  circa ktion  of  tba  countiw  in  papain 
as  predacfi ve  of  the  scarcity  of  buktiais^    • 

Seppostng  there  had  been  n*  9ael»  rev 
ierlction  open  foreign  trade  aa  yov  boaa 
described,  bat  that  the  sasponaion  of  eaab 
payments  at  the  Bank  had  contiaaed  is 
force,  do  yoa  conceive  thaf  the  increased 
circulation  of  paper  ti^  which  yoa  hava 
adverted  in  year  fanner  aMnrer,  wtiaM 
have  had  the  effect  of  raising  she  price  af 
all  coaimodities,  and  among  others  af  htriu 
lion,  and  M^o  of  lowering  the  coaria  af 
exchange  .'-—The  qaestien  extenda  mack 
beyond  what  I  conceive  that  staled  b%* 
fore ;  I  think  that  yoa  cannot  preeisaly 
^e§tie^  what'  is  the  cttne  er  caasea,  bat 
that  I  stated  the  two  1  have  meatioaed  aa 
the  most  prominent,  not  that  eithsr  the 
one  or  the  other  woofd  pradnce  any  given 
effect. 

From  what  circumstances  do  yoa  infer 
there  exists  a  scairity  of  btillion  h^Jfrbm 
every  informaiion  that  1  falive  ever  re* 
ceived,  or  the  opinion  of  any  one  person 
with  whom  1  have  conversed  on'the  sub* 
ject. 

In  what  way  do  yoa  conceive  that  th^ 
increased  crrcniatton  of  paper  condoeea  to 
the  scarcity  of  bullion  ?«-Tlie  one  is  i^ 
sued  and  substituted  in  the  room  of  the 
other,  which  ii  withdrawn,  and  which 
cannot  be  commanded  by  the  bohfers  of 
paper. 

WouM  not  the  removal  of  the  restrie- 
if ons  upon  trade  diminish  the  pri^  at  huU 
Men  N^^llie  removal  of  the  restrictions 
opon  trade  would  prodace  an  exportation 
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of  mercliaadiMj  and  ftcilikate  the  meani 
of  impbrting  IwUioo, 
-  Are  yoa  of  opinion  that  any  certain  and 
adequate  provision  can  be  made  agMoat 
an  occasieaal  excess  of  paper  circulation 
in  anv  co«ntry»  and  especially  in  a  com- 
asercial  counlry^  where  that  paper  is  not 
eonverttble  into  specie  at  the  option  of  the 
holder  ?— In  this  country,  if  I  may  judge 
Inmi  experience,  I  shoulu  doubt  it ;  but 
if  the  Bank  conducts  itself  upon  the  same 
principles  at  present  ivhen  they  do  not 
pay  specie,  as  they  did  when  they  were 
compelled  to  pay  in  specie,  I  should  think 
that  at  mieht  be  safely  left  to  the  discre- 
tion of  the  Bank. 

What  do  you  mean  by  that  experience 
in  this  country  which- leads  you  to  doubt 
it? — I  mean  that  in  the  year  1707:,  and 
some  years  preyious  to  that,  the  issue  of 
the  Bank  notes  was  not  more  than  1  i  mil- 
lions sterling;  i  haye  seen  a  printed 
paper,  which  has  been  laid  before  the 
House,  in  which  it  is  stated  that  the  cir- 
culation at  present  of  Bank  notes  exceeds 
2*1  millions  ;  I  am  decidedly  of  opinion 
that  it  is  more  than  can  circulate  with 
safety  to  the  general  circulation  of  the 
country. 

Are  you  not  aware  that  the  issuing  of 
notes  under  5L  has  increased  materially 
Che  whole  amount  of  notes  issued ;  and  do 
you  not  belieye  that  the  amount  of  small 
notes  should  be  left  out  of  the  account  in 
comparing  the  present  amount  of  notes  in 
circulation  with  that  existing  at  the  period 
yon  ha?e  alladed  to?— The  small  notes 
are  equally  paper,  and  they  add  to  the 
mass  of  Bank  notes  before  in  circulation ; 
they  issue  in  the  same  manner  in  ex- 
change for  public  or  private  securities : 
Instead  of  bemg  left  out  in  a  comparatiye 
yiew,  r  fear  they  rather  tend  to  increase 
the  difficulty  more  than  their  due  propor- 
tion, because  they  cannot  be  withdrawn 
witho^it  an  issue  of  specie  to  an  equal 
amount,  and  therefore  stand  in  the  front 
of  the  battle. 

You  have  stated/  that  you  conceive  an 
excess  of  paper  circulation  may  be  guard- 
ad  against  in  this  country,  if  the  Bank 
conducts  itself  under  the  restriction,  upon 
the  same  principles  which  governed  their 
issues  when  they  were  compelled  to  pay 
in  cash;  what  do  you  conceive  is  the 
principle  by  which  the  Bank  should  now 
regulate  its  issues,  as  well  as  the  best  cri- 
terion by  which  to  judge  of  any  excess, 
and  the  best  corrective  of  that  evil  ?-— Be« 
fore   the   restriction^  the  experience  of 


above  a  oenftnry  ptoves  thai  the  adaiaia- 
tration  of  the  afiairs  of  the  Bank  baa  been 
wise  and  correct ;  the  public  have  been 
satisfied^  the  country  has  flonrisfaed,  and  I 
am  persuaded  that  the  Bank  of  Knglanii 
has  proved  a  most  important  inyahiabU 
instrument  in  promoting  its  proaperity. 
This  experience  points  out  the  only  prin- 
ciple on  which  the  public  can  rely  with 
confidenc,e,  namely,  to  return  agaiu  ta 
payments  in  speeie  whenever  it  ahall  be  ia 
the  power  of  tne  Bank  to  do  so. 

Have  not  the  improved  methods  of  car* 
rying  on  dealings  m  money,  contributed 
very  much  to  render  a  smaller  quantity 
of  circulating  medium  sufficient  for  the 
commerce  of  the  country,  than  wIimi 
specie  formed  a  considerable  part  of  it  ?^ 
I  have  not  sufficient  practicau  kaowicdge 
to  enable  me  to  judge.  The  want  of  apecie 
may  produce,  a  reduction,  nnleas  increased 
by  other  meai>s.  There  are  likewiia 
causes  which  I  do  not  thoroughly  oader* 
stand,  and  which  may  render  a  sBBaller 
quantity  of  circulating  medium  snfficiant ; 
but  I  doubt  whether  uie  last  can  prove  an 
object  worthy  of  attention. 

Supposing  the  excess  of  the  circulation 
of  paper  to  be  in  a  degree  such  as  Co  in- 
crease the  price  of  commodities,  would 
that  increase  of  price  produce  any  efl&ct 
upon  the  foreign  exchange,  until  it  arriyed 
to  the  degree  so  as  to  check  the  exports 
tion  of  merchandize  ?— -An  excess  of  paper 
circulation  will  no  doubt  aftct  and  raiK 
the  price  of  the  whole  of  the  prodoctiye 
labour  and  industry  of  the  country.  The 
proportion  that  is  exported  will  partici- 
pate to  the  extent  of  its  yaloe ;  stnd  as 
the  necessary  consequence  of  high  prices 
is  a  reduction  on  the  demand,  it  must  ope* 
rate  decisively  on  the  foreign  exchanges, 
unless  they  are  supported^  or  the  ^I 
counteracted,  by  an  export  of  bullion. 
But  until  the  demand  or  exportation  » 
checked,  an  increase  of  price  will  produce 
a  beneficial  effect  on  the  foreign  ex- 
changes. 

Is  it  your  opinion  that  the  increased 
capital  of  the  country,  whether  consisting 
of  that  which  is  commercial  and  tradings 
or  whether  consisting  of  that  which  is  agri- 
cultural and  belonging  to  the  public  re- 
venue^ does  not  require  a  proportionate 
increase  of  the  circulation  of  paper  or 
specie  ? — If  the  public  revenue  or  trade 
required  ifiOOk  to  be  remitted  to  London 
formerly,  and  that  2,a00/.  is  required  at 
present,  there  must  be  an  additaoo  of 
1,000/.  in  paper.     Such  country  paper 
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hofvefer  (ttlfrays  too  abundant)  arises 
from  various  sources  and  caeset^  and  can- 
not be  considered  as  «  general  mediom  of 
circulation.  Ttie  only  general  circulating 
medium,  as  a  general  representatire  of 
bullion  at  borne,  is  Bank  of  England 
Qotes,  and  which  will  admit  of  correct  re- 
gulation, because  they  issue  from  a  single 
source.  Bank  notes  [\ti  the  absence  of 
specie)  serre  for  pocket  money^  £(C.  in 
the  capital,  and  lor  the  invaluable  purpose 
of  melting  down,  finsily,  the  whole  pro- 
dace  of  commerce,  trade,  agricnltare,  and 
public  revenue  into  one  general  mass; 
for  which  purpose  a  comparative  small 
snm  will  serve  to  liquidate  a  very  large 
one*  by  repeating  the  operation  several 
timet  in  the  conrse  of  a  year.  The  whole 
of  the  public  revenue  is  remitted  to  the 
Bank,  where  it  liquidatea  itielf ;  the  re- 
mainder passes  through  a  general  ezten« 
sive  circulation,  requirinf  aid  for  its  final 
extinction,  and  for  which  purpose  I  con- 
ceive that  eleven  millions  of  Bank  notes 
is  far  more  than  sufficient.  The  subjects, 
of  Government  paper  and  the  discount  of 
commercial  bills,  form  separate  questions. 

Do  you  conceive  that  the  Bank  of 
England  will  effectually  guard  against  the 
poesibilily  of  any  excess  in  the  circula- 
tion of  the  country  (as  well  their  own  as 
the  paper  of  country  banks)  if  they  regu- 
late their  issues  by  the  demand  for  ois- 
connls  of  good  bills  founded  on  real  mer- 
cantile transactions,  as  the  occasions  of 
the  public  may  appear  to  require  ?— -It  has 
been  ascertained  by  long  experience,  that 
wherever  paper  has  circulaied  under  the 
power  or  influence  of  Governmeilt  on  the 
continent,  that  it  has  failed.  ^  lie  paper 
of  the  Bank  of  Bngland  has  stood  firm  for 
above  a  century,  and  flourishes  at  this 
moment  with  unabated  confidence.  The 
power  reposed  in  the  Bank  is  great ;  their 
paper  is  the  basis  on  which  the  best  inte- 
rests of  the  country  rests ;  it  is  the  seed 
which  serves  to  produce  the  whole  of  its 
commerce,  finance,  agricultural  improve- 
ments, &c.  &.C.  Such  a  power  may  re- 
main with  safety,  so  lung  as  the  Bank  is 
liable  to  discharge  their  notes  in  specie, 
because  that  circumstance  constitutes  a 
complete  counteraction  to  any  disposition 
^  (if  it  should  be  entertained)  to  increase 
the  circulation  beyond  a  reasonable  and 
safe  limit,  and»  under  tliat  circumstance, 
things  (foreign  exchanges,  &c.)  will  find 
their  proper  level.  'i%e  question  is  too 
general  in  speaking  of  good  bills  founded 
,on    seal    mercantile    transactionSi    &c. ; 
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there  are  many  inetainces  of  clerks  not , 
worth  lOOi.  establishing  themselves  as* 
merchants,  and  receiving  (since  the  re- 
striction) an  accommodation  from  the 
Bank,  by  discounting  what  is  called  good 
bills  to 'the  amount  (probably)  of  3  or 
10,000/.  }  such  a  demand  I  am  inclined 
to  consider  as  created  by  the  Bank,  and 
not  arising  out  of  a  regular  course  of 
trade,  such  as  would  exist  if  the  restriction 
was  removed.  This  circumstance  is  im« 
portent,  if  my  opinion,  that  the  circula*- 
tien  of  the  country  cannot  be  perfectly 
safe  until  the  restriction  is  removed,  is 
well  founded.  There  is  no  inforinstion  iii 
what  manner  the  Bank  employe^l  the  pro* 
duce  arising  from  eleven  millions  of  notes, 
I  must  therefore  suppose  a  case,  and  say 
four  millions  in  bullion,  four  millions  to 
Government,  and  three  millions  commer- 
cial bills.  The  circulation  of  Bank  notea 
now  amounts  to  21  millions ;  deduct  from 
thence  the  bullion  in  its  increased  extent, 
to  which  it  may  be  supposed  to  amount 
in  consequence  of  the  restriction,  it  will 
still  leave  a  much  larger  sum  to  be  em* 
ployed  in  public  or  private  securities, 
rublic  securities  may  create  a  temporary 
difficulty  and  embarrassment,  which  can 
easily  be  relieved  by  funding.  But  if  any 
embarrassment  shall  be  produced  by  an 
excess  of  private  securities,  a  reduction 
during  the  alarm  is  impossible,  and  an  in- 
csease  for  a  time  will  become  indispensa- 
ble, whilst  the  excess  of  both  or  either 
will  contribute  to  prolong  the  period  of . 
the  restriction*  I  consider  the  opinion 
entertained  by  some  persons,  that  the 
Bank  ought  to  regulate  their  issues  by  the 
public  demandf  as  dangerous  in  the  ex- 
tri^me,  because  I  know  by  experience, 
that  the  demand  for  speculation  can  only 
be  limited  by  a  want  of  means ;  and  I 
think  the  Bank  would  not  be  disposed  to 
extend  their  issues  beyond  tbree-iburth 
parts  of  its  present  amount,  if  the  restric- 
tion was  removed.  It  may  prove  danger- 
ous  to  impose  any  positive  restraint  ott 
the  Bank  by  law  or.  otherwise,  for  cases 
may  and  will  arise  when  an  excess  will 
be  proper,  and  that  it  would  be  colpabl« 
to  withhold  it.  But  if  the  Hou9e  shall  be 
disposed  to  entertain  an  opinion,  and  will 
pronounce  it  distinctly,  I  think  the  Bank 
may  be  left  with  fiiU  power  to  act  under 
their  responsibility. 

EnwAan  Wakefield,  esq.  called  in,  and 

examined. 

Have  the  goodness  to  state  to  the  Com- 
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mitten  tbf  obsefTfttioiis  ithick  you  have 
iiiftd«  rstpectlng  thecirciiUtionof  Ireland, 
well  in  paper  as  in  gold  and  silver. — 
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The  general  circulation  of  Ireland  consists 
of,  first,  the  issues  of  the  bank  of  Ireland 
of  three  different  descriptions,  bank  notes 
payable  to  bearer  on  demand,  bank  post 
bills,  and  dollars  promising  payment  of  six 
shillings    Irish,  have  been  issued   to  the 
atnoont  of  *2OOfi00L  private  bankers  notes 
payable  on  demand  to  bearer,  and  private 
bankers  post  bills.      The   obligation  of 
payment  of  all  issues  of  private  bankers 
is  in  bank  of  Ireland  notes.    I  have  ob* 
served,  all  private  bankers  as  well  in  the 
couttt,ry  parts  of  Ireland  as  in  Dublin,  issue 
a  vast  number  of  posfc  bills ;  all  their  issues 
above  three  pounds  are  at  seven  days  sight. 
Except  the  two  new  banks  lately  establish- 
ed at  Belfast,  and  Mr.  Brownlow^s  bank 
at  Lvrgan,  I  know  of  no  country   banks 
the  paper  of  which  is  payable  in  Dublin  ; 
tlie  consequence  is,  that  they  are  circulat- 
ed only  within  a  given  district  from  the 
(itlace  where  they  are  issued,  and  the  cir- 
cnlaiing  medium  of  that  district  is  confined 
to    the   issue    of  that    particuhir  Bank. 
Within  those  two  or  three  years,  the  issues 
ef  all  the  Bank  are  in  pounds,  not  in  gui- 
neas.    I  understood,  all  through  the  South 
of  Ireland,  that  persons  employed  by  the 
merchants  of  Limerick,  Cork,  and  Water- 
ford-,  to  purchase  butter  of  the  farmers 
through  the  country  on  commission,  who 
are   commonly  called  butter  factors,  re- 
ceived a  Commission  from  the  difierent 
bankers,  for  circulating  their, paper. 

Is  not  that  the  case  with  the  corn  factors 
too  ? — I  believe  it  is.     I  observed  at  Bk- 
linasloe  fair,  which  I  have  attended  the 
last  2  years,  that  it  has  been  attended  by 
gentlemen  from  four  Banks  in  the  county 
of  Galway,  who  have  given  their  own 
notes  for  any  bills  drawn  upon  Dublin,  at 
eixty-one  da3rs ;    and  it  appeared  to*  be  a 
matter  of  competition  amongst  them,  who 
-eould  gtve  out  the  greatest  quantity  of 
4kevt  bank  paper  in  exchange  for  those 
bills.    There  is  an  act  of  Parliament,  or  a 
regulation  in  some  war,  I  believe,  to  pre- 
-^ent  the  paymasters  of  regiments  fromcir- 
enlating  private  paper,  and  they  now  re- 
ceive fiN^m  Dublin  national  40/.  Bank  notes 
which  they  break  in  the  country,  and  pay 
their  respective  regiments  with  the  private 
paper  of  the  district  in  which  they  are. 
The  private  bankers  who  issue  notes  in 
Dublin,  charge  only  five  per  cent,  dis- 
count upon  their  bills,  the  legal  interest 
Hf  the  country  berog  0  per  eefiC. ;  the  Na- 


titmaiBank  by  charwr  are  confia^d  eol  to 
pay  more  than  5  per  cent,  nod  that  is  thm 
rate  they  charge.    An  opinioD  gcflienllj 
prevails,  of  guineas   being  boanted  ;    1 
have  only  been  able  to  collect  a  few  in* 
stances  ;  Mr.  Marley  Saunders^  who  poe* 
sesses  an  estate  in  the  Queen^e  csMoty, 
which  was  lately  out  of  lease,  let  it  to  the 
imniediate  tenants,  taking  from  tbeaa  a 
fine  of  one  thousand  guineas,  wbich  was 
paid  by  the  tenants  to  him  in   tarniahwl 
gold  ;  his  rents  have  since  been  twolaHy 
paid  with  Bank  notes.    In  the  Nortt  1  ob- 
served two  pricea  asked  for  every  thiag;  a 
paper  price  and  a  metallic   price.     I  had 
occasion  to  examine  there  the  accoonaa  of 
two  agents  of  property  belooging  to  gen* 
tleiaen  who  were  absentees  mm  Ireted, 
who  had  stated  to  their  priocipalaiy  and 
afterwards  to  me,  that  Ifcey  reooiwd  n^ 
thing  bat  guineas  for  their  rent;    I  boww 
ever  discovered  that  they  soppliod  a  sbop> 
keeper  in  their  neighboorhood  witbst  avail 
number  of  guineas  on  the  day  tbey  vfect 
to  receive  the  half-year's  rent»  asid   that 
wlien  a  tenant  came^with  Bank  nates  in 
his  hand,  excusing  himself  froia  tba  pay- 
ment of  guineas,  saying  that  he  had  not 
been  able  to  prociira  them,  they  assii  bias 
til  this  shopkeeper  whom  tbey  bed  «ap» 
plied  with  the  guineas,  ordering  tbe  tcsiaac 
to  buy  guineas  of  that  shopkeeper,  wbich 
were  travelling  backwards  and  fotwaids 
from  the  agent  to  the  shopkeeper  ibe  wbolr 
day  ;   and  thus  a  very  small  number  ef 
guineas  paid  a  large  rent ;    in  fact,  the 
asent  through  the  nhopkecper  racaivinga 
discount  upon  the  Bank  notes  which  at  the 
end  of  the  day  he  found  in  his  desk*     I  aaw 
an  instance  in  tbe  county  of  Clare,  efgeU 
being  brought  out  upon  the  errivaJ  of  a 
smtinling  vessel,  the  masier  of  arbieh 
wouTanot  sell  his  goods  for  any  Sbing  bet 
gold,  and  whioh  was  paid  for  in  514  bonis 
in  gold. 

What  was  the  difference  between  the 
metallic  and  paper  price  of  cenunoditics  ? 
—Seven  pence  in  a  guinea.  I  am  i|Mak« 
ing  of  last  November. 

Do  y  oumean  to  say,  that  in  all  tbesbeps 
in  Belfoat  and  ether  towns  in  the  North  ol 
Ireland  they  have  a  paper  and  nwtallic 
price  for  the  articles  in  wbiob  they  deal  ^-o 
I  have  observed  it  in  all  dealings  which  I 
have  witnessed  in  the  North  of  lielaad, 
particularly  in  the  linen  market,  and  ibe 
purchase  of  hones.  The  next  articb  ef 
circulating  mediimi  aie  onstam^  dolbrs, 
'  I  believe  eenerally  imported  from  livel^ 
poot^andbioedbyindividuek;  Aeyvaiy 
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ia  price  Mcendiog  to  ibe  price  of  tiller  ; 
thojF  paned  frDin  4«.  6d. to  4$.  lid,  while 
I  wee  in  belaod.  I  nodentaod  the  price 
to  depend  upon  government  bojring  thoon 
up  for  the  army  going  abioed>  or  the  tle- 
mond  ftom  Ei^lend  when  the  East  India 
ootnpanf'a .  ahtpi  were  sailing.  The  next 
oiypsct  tf  circolating  medium  are  Bank  to- 
kens ;  they  consist  of  five-penny,  ten* 
penny,  and  thirty-penny  pieces  ;  sixrten- 
penn^  and  one  five-penny  weigh  a  dollar  $ 
or   thirteen  five- penniesj    or  two  thirty* 

Knnies  and  one  fiYO-penny  ;  and  they 
ve  been  issued  to  the  amount  of  05O,(XXW. 
British  of  the  sense  alloy  as  dollars.  I 
ooneider  them  in  the  nature  of  exchequer 
bilk  not  bearing  interest,  as  the  same  act 
of  Perliaraent  which  authorised  their  issue, 
obliged  the  Exchequer  to  receive  them  in 
payment  of  revenue  ;  they  are  current  by 
act  ofParliamentand  not  by  proclamation, 
i  observed  in  the  counties  of  Kerry,  Clare, 
Cork  and  Limerick,  a  considerable  circa* 
lation  of  what  is  there  termed  silver  notes, 
which  are  in  Aict  promissory  notes,  for 
payment  of  small  sums;  it  is  directly  coo- 
tiary  to  law,  they  are  issued  without  being 
written  on  stamps,  and  are  generally  dooe 
in  some  sort  of  way  to  evade  the  penalties 
attached  to  the  persons  who  circolaie  them. 
Throughout  Ireland,  except  in  the  city  of 
Cork,  English  shillings  are  not  current. 

"To  ike  Chairman  qfihe  BuUian  Committee. 
"  4i  Fiecadilijf,  5th  April  1810/' 

*•  Sir  ;  Thinking  that  I  can  give  to  the 
Bollion  Committee  a  more  detailed  and 
accorate  account  of  the  facts  which  have 
come  to  my  knowledae,  relating  to  the 
eircoiatiag  medium  of  Ireland,  in  a  letter, 
Shan  it  was  possible  for  me  to  do  ia  the 
eeoversaiiott  which  I  had  with  the  com- 
mittee last  Wednesday,  I  take  the  liberty 
of  addrassing  yon  upon  the  subject,  leav« 
ing  it  to  your  judgment  whether  to  sop- 
prsss  or  lay  this  letter  befi>re  them. 

*'  The  hmited  and  inadequate  circnla- 
lioD  of  Ireland  is  aided  by  various  expe- 
dients ;  and  I  will  endeavour  to  give  you 
a  list  of  the  items  which  compose  the  cir- 
culating mediom  of  the  sister  island, 
and  the  means  by  which  transfers  are 
^ffiwted  withoot  the  intervention  of  that 
medium. 

"l.^isMfli  qf  the  Natkmal  Bmtk:-^ 
Which  are  partly  P*P^r  and  partly  tokens, 
llic  paper  consists  of  ^etes  payable  to 
bearer  on  demand,  and  amounu  to 

;  .and  notes  payable  to  order  seven 
days  after  sight»  wmch  amoont  tp 


The  tokens  are  Spanish  dollars, 
stamped  as  tokens  for  six  shillings  Irish 
ourreney>  and  amount  to  200,000/. 

«'  This  last  isBoe  is  pertly  a  credit  met 
dium,  for  the  dollar  is  worth  only  ahpui 
4«,  Sd  or  if.  M. ;  and  the  difference  be* 
tween  this  intrinsic  value  and  the  sum  of 
six  shillings  at  which  they  are  issued,  is 
completely  a  credit  given  by  the  public* 
and  rests  on  the  same  foundation  as  an 
issue  of  paper. 

"  I  have  not  been  able  tp  fill  up  the 
blanks  with  the  amount  of  Bank  of  Ireland 
paper;  but  a  return  of  that  amount  isYea* 
dily  procured,  if  the  Committee  think  it 
requisite.  The  toUl  of  both  blanks  is,  I 
believe,  about  three  millions. 

"f.— ^/smcf  qfffrivoH  JBkmAsrf.-— The 
banking  houses  in  Dublin,  except  those  of 
Messrs.  Latooche  and  sir  Thomas  Newco- 
men  &  Co.  issue  notes  payable  to  bearer 
as  well  as  the  country  banks. 

**  The  issues  of  private  bankers  are* 
notes  payable  in  bank  of  Ireland  notei^ 
and  not  in  specie. 

**  Private  bankers  post  bills  are  likewisa 
made  pajrable  in  bank  of  Ireland  notes  ; 
and  as  they  require  acceptance  ten  days 
before  they  are  payable,  they  are  kept  m 
a  forced  circulatioa. 

"  The  Lurgan,  Londonderry,  and  two 
Belfost  banks,  make  their  notes  payable 
in  Dublin,  as  well  as  at  their  own  houa^j 
but  nearly  all  the  other  private  bankers 
make  their  notes  only  payable  at  the 
place  whence  they  are  issued. 

**  The  notes  of  both  the  bank  of  Ireland 
and  of  private  bankers,  are  now  for  one 
or  more  twunds ;  not  for  a  guinea  or  1.1. 
8«.  94.  currency,  as  they  were  formerly. 

"All  private  bonkers  are  in  Ireland 
compelled,  by  the  29  Geo.  2.  cap.  1(1.  to 
take  out  a  licence,  and  prohibited  from 
trading;  which  hais  thrown  the  banking 
trade  into  the  hands  of  a  wealthier  clam  of 
persons  than  it  would  otherwise  have 
nave  been  in.  The  prohibition  agaiost 
bankers  trading,  has  deprived  them  of 
some  of  their  means  of  forcing  paper  into 
circulation;  but  this  obstacle  has  been 
more  than  overcome  by  the  increased  ac- 
tivity and  use  of  those  left. 

"Private  bankers  have,  for  a  lon^  time, 
regularly  collected  the  specie  in  circuln- 
tion,  but  on  no  occasion  voluntariiy  issae 
it ;  which  has  caused  guineas  to  disappear 
from  three  provinces,  and  heightens  the 
premium  on  them.  The  recent  establish- 
meni  of  two  banks  at  Belfost  threatens  the 
eonseqneDces  in  the  Noith. 
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*'  It  is  common  for  prtTate  bankers  to 
pay  a  commission  to  butter  ikctort,  com- 
buyers,  and  other  dealers,  on  tlie  amount 
of  the  paper  they  can  issue.  Though  the 
paymasters  of  regiments  are  prohibited 
from  this  practice,  and  are  supplied  with 
bank  of  Ireland  notes,  yet  these  notes  are 
exchanged  for  smaller  ones  by  the  coun- 
try banker,  and  are  thus  withdrawn  from 
circulation  and  replaced  by  private  paper. 

"  At  Ballenasloe  Fair  all  payments  are 
made  in  bills  on  Dublin  at  sixty •  one  days 
date ;  and  although  the  business  done 
there  is  immense,  the  Gal  way  bankers  at- 
tend, and  are  ready  to  exchange  these 
bills  at  par  for  their  own  notes. 

"  The  bank  of  Ireland  is  restrained  by 
their  charier  from  taking  a  larger  dis- 
count than  five  per*cent. ;  and  those  Dub- 
lin bankers  who  issue  paper,  discount  at 
that. rate  in  their  own  notes;  but  the  two 
banking  houses  whidt  do  not  issue  paper, 
charge  the  legal  rate  of  discount,  which 
is 'SIX  per- cent. 

"  Under  this  head  of  issues  of  priTate 
banks,  I  wish  to  add,  that  there  is  in  Ireland 
a  circulation  of  forged  notes,  <^'  which,  no 
one  here  can  form  an  idea,  and  the  amount 
of  which  it  is  impossible  to  guess,  although 
it  is  known  to  be  enormous ;  indeed  so 
large  as  to  deserve  a  place  in  evefy  cal- 
culation of  the  amount  of  the  circulating 
medium  of  the  sister  island. 

"  In  the  (5ity  and  neighbourhood  of 
Dublin,  bank  of  Ireland,  and  Dublin  pri- 
vate bankers  paper,  constitutes  the  circu- 
lating medium. 

"  Kilkenny,  Wexford,  Waterford, 
Youghall,  Clonmell,  Fermoy,  Cork,  MaU 
low,  Limerick,  Hnnis,  Galway,  and  Tuam, 
have  private  bankers,  whose  paper  is  the 
prevailing,  and  in  most  instances  the  en- 
tire circulating  medium  of  their  respective 
neighbourhoods.  Each  of  these  private 
banks,  have  by  them  some  quantity  of 
bank  of  Ireland  paper,  which,  however, 
tiiey  never  issue  when  they  can  avoid  do- 
ing 60.  1  hey  all  draw  bills  upon  Dublin 
at  thirty-one  days,  which  is  a  premium  of 
one  half  per-cent. ;  and  one  cause  of  their 
only  paying  their  notes  at  their  own 
banks,  is  to  secure  this  profit. 

••  S.-^Promissory  Notes,  called  SUiver 
Notes — Are  in  circulation  in  the  counties 
of  Kerry,  Limerick,  Clare,  and  Cork,  in 
direct  violation  of  the  law,  which  prohi- 
bits the  issue  of  notes  for  small  sums. 
But  great  art  is  used  to  evade  the  penalties 
to  which  the  issuers  of  sach  notes  are 
liable.    They  are  drawn  as  if  they  were 


the  weigh-bills  of  com  bnyers,  as  1. 0«  U.. 
or  bearing  a  date  previous  U>  the  AcL 
The  amotmt  of  this  species  of  paper  is  id- 
considerable.    - 

'  <•  ^,^BUh  of  JSidbonigtf— Greatly  aid 
transfers,  and  supply  the  place  of  ctrco- 
lating  medium;  especially  those  drsm 
on  Dublin,  which  pass  from  hand  to  hid 
till  they  fall  due. 

"  5. — Tally  PaymetUs : — There  is  a  cos- 
siderable  transfer  of  property  and  piv- 
ment  for  labour,  in  various  parts  of  Ire- 
land, by  tally  between  landlords  and  their 
tenants,  the  work  of  the  laiter  being  set 
against  the  rent  and  property  of  the  foniier. 

'<  6.-*-Gu»i«af : — It  is  a  general  opimos 
that  guineas  are  hoarded,  and  there  art 
some  facts,  with  which  1  am  acquaioicd. 
that  seem  to  support  it. 

«  Mr.  Morley  Sanders  having  kt  is 
estate  in  the  Qaeen's  County,  for  s  Use  of 
1,000  guineas  and  an  annual  rent,  waspud 
the  fine  in  tarnished  ffold  ;  but  the  reoi. 
which  arises  annually  mm  the  produce  e( 
the  soil,  has  invariably  been  paid  hijn  'v\ 
paper. 

"  in  October  last*  a  smuggling  veaiel  v 
Miltown  Maiby,  in  the  county  of  Cisre, 
bad  her  whole  cargo,  amounting  in  ^^^ 
to  some  hundred  pounds,  paid  for  in  goi- 
neas  in  the  course  of  24  hours. 

"  A  girl  was  tried  at  Trim  summer  »*• 
sizes  1 808,  for  robbing  her  father  of  fltO 
guineas,  which  he  had  hoarded. 

"  I  have  been  assured  by  several,  m^ 
they  always  lay  by  every  guioea  tK^ 
receive,  looking  upon  them  as  a  rjrUy ; 
and  I  am  sure  that  in  consequence  0ss; 
a(Bx  an  ideal  value  to  coin.  One  pen<)S 
told  me  he  had  borrowed  bank  DOte|  i^ 
an  interest  of  12  per  cent,  with  wfaifOt^ 
pay  his  rent,  though  he  bad  geld  by  bisi. 
which  he  would  not  part  with.      ,       . 

"  In  that  part  of  Ireland  in  wbicn^' 
neas  still  circulate,  two  prices  •''•P'*^ 
every  article  ofiered  for  sale;  ^.^ 
common  to  buy  at  the  coin  price  "^y*^ 
in  pa|)er,  when  the  buyer  pays  in  s^diW* 
what  is  called  the  discount,  whicb  w>*' 
ever  is  the  premium  of  guineas.  e 

"  The  quantity  of  gold  in  the  ^^^^ 
Ireland  has  bean  much  over*rated.  \"^^ 
known  the  agents  of  absentee  prof^^ 
supply  a  shopkeeper  with  a  few  ^"*fj 
to  sell  10  the  tenanu  at  a  premi«>n  ^.  f 
day  that  their  rents  are  payable*  ^^}^ 
on  the  rents  being  paid,  were  •P*/.uij 
to  the  shopkeeper  to  resell;  ^  ^ 
operation,  to  the  profit  of  the  ^V^^ 
the  shopkeeper  and  to  thn  dehuipA  ^  ^ 
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pobliCy  has  been  repeated  with  the  same 
guineas  several  limes  in  one  day. 

'*  1  have  nol  heard  of  this  trick  any 
where  hot  in  the  Norths  where  it  is  sup- 
posed goineas  circulate,  and  the  agents 
pretend  that  their  employers  insist  on  be* 
log  paid  their  rents  in  gold. 

"  The  effect  is  extremely  oppressive  to 
the  tenants,  and  injarioos  to  the  land* 
lords.'' 

**  7.— Spmtfib  Dcthn — Are  imported 
b^  individuals  from  Liverpool  chiefly*  and 
circulate  without  a  stamp  at  an  uncertain 
Talue,  according  to  their  weight  and  the 
market  price  of  silver. 

"  8.— BoAk  ToAsRs— -Are  issued  by  the 
Treasury  to  the  Bank  of  Ireland,  who 
issue  them  to  the  public;  they  are  of 
silver,  and  are  for  ^d.^  lOi.,  and  SOd, 
The  act  which  makes  it  an  offence  to 
coin  them,  directs  them  to  be  received 
at  the  Exchequer,  and  thus  secures  their 
value  to  the  public.  They  were  stampt 
Bank  Tokens,  because  the  bank  had  pre- 
viously issued  dollars  so  stamped,  and  it 
was  therefore  deemed  a  less  innovation.' 
They  #ere  issued  lor  the  above  sums, 
both  as  forming  change  for  the  stampt 
dollar,  and  to  confine  their  circulation  to 
Ireland.  These  tokens  are  a  sort  of  silver 
exchequer  bills  for  small  sums  payable 
without  interest,  and  their  amount  is 
955,000/.  British;  they  are  not  current 
by  the  king's  proclamation  like  Mint 
coin. 

"  9.-«>GQfper  Cbm-^Consisto  of  pence 
and  halfpence.  There  was  a  new  coinage 
of  000  tons  since  the  year  1 804.  Thirteen 
of  these  pence  represent  a  British  shilling. 

«'  \0.—EngU9k  JUmt  Siioer—'i^  seldom 
seen,  and  not  current,  except  in  Cork  and 
its  neighbourhood;  which  I  apprehend 
arises  from  the  frequent  communication 
with  English  shipping. 

"  I J  .—In  the  King's  CoonU,  lord 
Charlfville  has  issued  a  piece  of  copper 
about  the  size  and  weight  of  a  penny 
piece,  promising  the  payment  or  i$d, 
every  Tuesday  in  Tullamore ;  which  is 
the  currency  of  small  payments  in  that 
neighbourhood. 

**  it  would  be  interesting  to  know  the 
amount  of  goineas  which  have  passed  be- 
tween this  country  and  Ireland,  from 
1804  to  this  time:  the  amount  from  1797 
to  1 804  was  given  by  Mr.  Burrowes  to  the 
Irish  Exchange  Committee  in  1 804. 

**  The  colliers,  who  used  to  make  %11 
their  payments  in  gold,  now  pay  for  their 
coals  in  bills  of  exoiange. 
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In  the  foreaoing  letter,  I  hava 
fined  myself  to  facts,  as  1  wish  to 
misleading  the  Conraiittee  by  conjectures; 
and  do  not  feel  I  can  aid  their  researches 
by  adding  any  theory  of  my  own  to  the 
facu  I  have  stated  for  their  consideration. 
I  have,  &c.         Edwaso  WAXSFifitn." 

Aprils,  ISIO. 

Da  VIES  Giddy,  esq.  in  the  Chair. 

William  Irving,  esq.  Inspector  General 
of  Exporu  and  Imports,  called  in,  aud 
examined. 

Have  you  any  reason  to  suppose  that 
the  official  value  of  imports  from  the  East 
Indies  and  China,  in  the  year  ending  5th 
of  January  1810,  which  is  left  in  blank  in 
the  annual  account  rendered  this  year  to 
parliament,  will  very  materially  differ 
as  to  its  amount  from  what  it  was  in 
former  years? — ^There  is  a  considerable 
increase  in  cottcm  from  the  East  Indies, 
but  it  is  probable  that  the  aggregate 
amount  may  be  nearly  similar  to  the 
former  years. 

Please  to  state  in  what  manner  the 
value  both  of  imports  and  exports  is  com- 
puted.—The  value  of  both  exports  and 
imports  is  calculated  u{>on  an  official  va- 
luation  established  a  century  ago,  which 
better  serves  the  purpose  of  a  comparison 
of  the  trade  of  one  year  with  another, 
than  that  of  shewing  the  true  buiance  as 
aflecting  the  courses  of  exchange  with 
foreign  countries. 

What  do  you  conceive  to  be  the  proba* 
ble  difference  between  the  official  value 
of  goods  as  stated  by  you,  and  the  present 
actual  value?— It  would  be  difficult  to 
give  afi  immediate  answer;  probably  an 
advance  of  from  45  to  50  per  cent,  may  be  '^'', 
added  to  the  official  value  of  British  goods 
exported,  and  very  considerably  mora 
to  the  value  of  foreign  goods  imported^ 

Are  West  India  articles  less  under- 
rated than  other  articles  ?— In  the  official 
books  they  are. 

How  much  less?— 1  consider  them  as 
rated  nearer  to  the  actual  value  than  any 
other  branch  of  the  imports. 

Do  you  mean  that  45  or  50  per  cent.  1% 
the  average  amount  of  the  undervaluation 
of  nil  exports,  in';luding  West  Indian  ar- 
tidoi: — I  confine  my  estimate  of  from  45 
to  50  per  cent,  to  British  produce  and 
manufdcturts  exported  only. 

Do  you  include  West  Indian  anicles  in 
the  articles  imported?— Yes,  certainly. 

Do  you  consider  the  undervaluation  of 
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ittiporUd  arlieles  to  be  much  roor«  than 
50  per  cent,  taking  We«t  Indian  articles 
into  the  estimtite  ?— I  do ;  the  ondervalaa- 
iion  woti)d  be  still  greater,  if  it  trere  not 
fer  those  articles  on  which  the  official 
Tatae  approaches  nearer  to  the  real  taloe. 

How  near  to  the  real  value  do  West  In* 
dian  articles  imported  approach?— In 
some  iDBtanced  they  exceed  the  present 
prices,  in  others  they  are  rather  less; 
upon  the  whole  they  may  be  estimated 
at  not  more  than  tifteen  to  twenty  per- 
cent, over  the  official  value. 

Is  gold  or  silver  imported  or  exported 
Includnd    in    your    annual   Account?  — 

Bullion  or  coin  are  not  included  either 
in  the  account  of  goods  imported  or  ex* 
ported^  because  there  is  no  obligation  on 
the  part  of  the  importers  to  state  the 
quantities  imported  ;  we  therefore  do  not 
include  the  quantity  exported  in  the  com- 
mercial accounts  of  goods  exported. 

Are  there  any  other  articles  which 
can  be  exported  or  imported  without 
being  stated  to  the  custom- house  ? — None, 
with  the  exception  of  government  stores, 
which  do  not  require  an  entry,  not  being 
subject  to  duty. 

Are  not  stores  sent  on  government  ac- 
count by  persons  contracting  to  send 
them,  entered'  among  the  exports  ? — 
Where  they  arc  charged  with  duly  they 
are,  but  not  otherwise. 

Are  they  not  generally  charged  with 
dnty?-*-I  believe  a  very  small  proportion 
of  them  are  charged  with  duty,  the  duty 
being  only  charged  on  such  at  are  seiit 
on  account  of  individual  officers. 

Are  the  stores  taken  on  board  mer- 
chantmen and  men  of  war  sailing  from 
this  country,  included  in  your  account  of 
exports  i— ^Stores  for  the  use  of  the  crew 
are  not  required  to  pass  an  entry,  con- 
sequently the  searchers  account  of  ex- 
ports delivered  over  to  the  inspector  ge- 
neral cannot  include  any  articles  con-- 
tained  in  the  victualling  bill  for  the  ship's 
use. 

Are  all  captured  vessels  included  among 
your  import^  as  well  ship  as  cargo?— 
All  prize  ships  and  cargoes  are  included, 
except  they  are  applied  to  the  use  of  go- 
vernment. 

When  was  the  oficial  value  of  goods  ex- 
ported and  imported  made  ?— In  the  year 
1696,  when  the  office  of  inspector  ge- 
neral of*  exports  and  imports  Was  esta- 
blished, since  when  there  has  been  no 
alteration. 

Yon  have  ststed,  tliat  probably  eonsi- 


derably  morBtbiBiiMfB  fqrty*6ii  to  fifty 
per  cent.  alMidd  b«  added  to  tha  oftci^ 
value  of  goode  importad,  in  order  to  rm 
the  actual  valve,  bnt  thai  it  la  difficv^ts 
say  how  mneh;  conJkl  yov  hnuakwf 
tolenible  estimate  of  ttie  ameont  of  Uic 
addition  to  be  mede  in  the  cowieof  afew 
days  f — -It  would  be  difficalt  to  fiimiib  a 
tolerably  aeccerate  account,  inasBoebu 
the  actual  value  upon  many  great  article 
is  not  easily  to  be  eepplied,  thera  beis; 
a  great  variety  in  the  qoalities  of  aaoy  of 
those  articles,  and  cbe  proportwa  of  iIm 
several  qualities  not  being  known  at  tbe 
cuatom-house  ;  the  ecominis  whkh  I  di- 
liver  in  contain  enonber  of  general  beadi, 
and  the  articles  ander  each  head  an  wj 
various  in  their  value. 

In  the  account  delivered  in  by  yoo  ap 
to  the  5th  of  Janoary  IBIO,  yoo  itste, 
that  the  official  value  of  exporu  of  Britiib 
produce  and  manufactoTea  amoaat  ia  oft- 
cial  value  to  35,107,4591.  and  that  ibc 
real  value  amounts  to  50,247,761 1.;  bov 
do  you  estimate  that  real  valee  froa  ib< 
official  value  ?— I  eatimele  the  real  vil« 
of  goods  aubject  to  dotiea  md  wtJmem,  by 
tbe  declarations  of  the  esKporters  on  oock 

Have  you  any  meana  of  aaoortaiaja; 
the  real  value  of  foreign  meickaodisa  i» 
ported  ?— I  have  no  official  meaoa  of  » 
certaining  it,  or  any  other  means  tbit 
could  be  satiaiactory  to  the  ComiBrttM. 

Has  your  esiamate  of  tbe  difibnoct 
between  the  official  valoe  and  the  actt» 
value  of  exporta  being  from  forty  fi»<  » 
fifty  per  cent,  been  founded  epoft  y^t 
actual  observation  of  the  dtflfi^ca  be- 
tween the  official  valoe  and  the  aciw 
value  Uken  from  the  deeiaratioo  of  tbe 
exporters  in  the  course  of  aeferal  y««% 
or  only  in  the  lest  year  ^— The  prices  M 
the  goods  have  mctnatcd  in  diftrj 
years,  but  the  difierence  between  tbeafr 
cial  value  and  the  aetaal  value  of  Britiu 
produce  and  nianelactorea  expoftrf*^ 
the  year  1 809,  appears  to  have  been  w* 
45  to  50  per  cent. 

Vincent    Stuckbt,  esq.  called  ifli  *** 

examined. 

In  what  branch  of  trade  are  yo«  con* 
cerned  ? — I  am  concerned  in  threo  €•••• 
try  banks,  vu.  Bristol,  Bridgewater.  tfi^ 
Langport,  all  in  the  coomy  of  So»e»^ 
Do  ell  thooe  banks  isaoe  notca  ^-^^ 
State  to  the  Committee  the  m»^  ^ 
their  circulation.^Tbeir  clfciil«w*  ?; 
course  is  chiefly  confined  4o  the  P«lr 
bourhood  from  wbeoee  thef  erei99^' 
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bvt  we  ooBcem  Aef  kaiw^  z  mere  txtmi- 
stTtt  ctrcdaiion  than  Mianf  etker  banks* 
bccaiuB  tvery  note,  of  wtiaterer  Taloe,  it 
made  payable  in  London  as  welt  as  at  the 
place  from  whence  it  is  issued. 

Haa  the  amonAt  of  the  circolation  of 
thoee  banks  moch  increased  in  late 
years?— We  have  only  opened  th«  Bris* 
tol  Bank  aboot  three  years  f  from  that  pe* 
riod,  till  within  these  sik  months,  the  cir- 
cnktiott  has  been  increasing ;  now  it  is 
almost  stationarv.  «  The  Langpoit  bank 
has  been  opened  nearly  forty  years,  the 
circulation  of  that  has  considerably  in* 
creased  within  these  last  seven  years. 
The  Bridgewater  bank  has  been  opened 
about  se? en  years,  and  the  circolation  of 
that  continued  increasing  for  the  first  six 
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It  thrrelbre  appears  that  the  circulation 
of  thoae  banks  has  considerably  increased 
of  late  years ;  has  it  been  within  your  own 
observation  that  other  banks  in  the 
the  same  district  ha?e  increased  in'  their 
circttkition  in  the  same  proportion  ?— We 
know  but  little  of  the  increase  of  circula- 
tion of  other  banks,  and  we  conceive  ours 
in  a  considerable  degree  to  have  arisen 
feom  an  increased  credit  and  the  libera* 
lity  with  which  we  have  treated  our  cu»> 
temers. 

Do  yon  think  that  the  increased  circu- 
lation of  your  notes  has  tended  to  dimmish 
the  chrctttttion  of  other  paper  in  their  vici- 
nity,  or  do  too  not  think  that  other  banks 
have  also  added  to  the  amount  of  theirs  ? 
«-*It  is  very  probable  that  other  banks 
have  added  to  the  amount  of  their  circn* 
la^on;  but  we  conceive  ours  to  have 
arisen,  and  to  continue,  for  the  reasons  I 
have  before  stated. 

Have  you  the  means  of  knowing 
whether  mere  has  been  any  material  ii^ 
crease  in  the  nu^nber  of  banks  in  the  west 
of  £ngland,  and  the  amount  of  the  circu- 
lation of  the  paper  of  country  banks  in 
that  district  ourfaig  these  few  years  last 
past  f — There  is  no  doubt  btft  a  very  con- 
siderable increase  has  taken  place  in  the 
number  of  banks,  I  cannot  speak  so  pos- 
tifely  as  to  their  circulation;  but  al- 
though many  banks  have  been  opened  in 
oar  immediate  neifi^ibourhood,  we  have 
not  found  our  own  circulation  decreased. 

Is  it  the  practice  of  the  banks  in  your 
district  to  issue  notes  upon  real  security 
upon  mortgage  ?.«-^We  are  not  fond  of 
leading  open  movtgage,  and  seldom  do  it; 
u»  gen^rall^  issue  our  notes  by  discount- 
ing good  bil^  or  by  tending  cash  for  a 
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shoA  period  to  agricultohsis' upon  their 
own  security,  or  the  best  that  under  all 
eircunistances  we  might  think  proper. 

Do  country  banks  6ncl  it  necesssary  lo 
keep  a  deposit  of  Bank  of  England  notes 
in  proportion  to  the  issues  of  their  own 
paper,  and  to  the  probable  demands 
which  may  be  made  upon  them  for  the 
payment  of  that  paper  ?«-We  have  hither* 
to  kept  but  a  small  quantity  of  Bank  of 
England  notes,  but  a  large  proportion  of 
guineas^ 

Have  TOO  lately  found  any  material  in* 
creased  deaaand  for  guineas  ?«-At  Bristol 
we  have  found  an  increased  donand,  but  ' 
very  littlb  increased  at  Bridgewater  or 
Langport 

JS}  guineas  to  any  great  extent  oirco* 
cuJate  m  the  west  of  England  ?— I  shoohl 
imagine  not  to  any  considerable  extent. 

Do  you  know  wMther  Bank  of  England 
notes  circulated  in  the  country  have  in* 
creased  or  diminished  since  1707?*— I 
have  no  means  of  ascertaining  that  fact; 
but  the  circulation  of  Bank  of  England 
notes  is  very  small,  the  people  in  the 
country  generally  preferring  the  notes  of 
country  bankers,  whom  they  conceive  to 
ho  men  of  responsibility  in  the  country. 

Is  it  not  your  interest  as  a  banker,  to 
check  the  circulation  of  Bank  of  England 
notes,  and  with  that  view  do  you  not  re^  * 
mit  to  London  such  Bank  of  Envlaiid 
notes  as  you  may  receive  beyond  the 
amonnt  wnich  you  may  think  it  prudent 
to  keep  as  a  deposit  in  your  coffers  ?-*i 
Unooestionably. 

Yon  have  stated,  that  yon  have  a  con* 
siderable  deposit  of  guineas ;  would  you 
give  guineas  in  exchange  for  your  own  * 
notes  to  any  stranger  who  might  require 
them  f— We  should  not  give  them  guineas 
for  the  whole  of  the  note^  but  we  ces^ 
tainly  should  give  them  some,  and  at  this 
present  time. 

Do  you  at  present  receive  in  the  cur- 
rency of  your  trade  many  payments  in 
guineas  ? — At  Bristol  very  few,  at  Bridge- 
water  and  Langport  we  frequently  re- 
ceive them. 

What  is  the  principle  by  which  you  re- 
gulate the  issue  of  your  notes  ?-«W e  al- 
ways keep  assets  enough  in  London,  con- 
sisting of  stock,  exchequer  hills  and  other 
convertible  property,  sufficient  to  pay  the 
whole  of  our  notes  in  circolation. 

Supposing  that  the  amount  of  the  ooias 
of  the  Bank  of  England  were  to  bo  mate* 
rially  diminished,  is  it  your  opinion  that 
the  notes  of  oounirf  banks  mxM  uktt 
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dieir  place  ?— As  a  matter  of  opinioD»  I 
ihould  imagioe  that  in  those  parts  of 
Englaqd  where  Bank  of  England  notes 
circulate,  if  they  were  to  be  withdrawn 
their  places  would  be  immediately  filled 
up  by  the  notes  of  country  banks ;  and  I 
would  illustrate  this  opinion  by  the  exam* 
pie  of  the  county  of  Lancaster^  where  the 
notes  of  the  Bank  of  England  are  the  chief 
circulation  for  small  payments. 

Has  it  been  a  subject  upon  which  you 
have  formed  any  opinion,  how  the  circu- 
lation of  paper  generally  throughout  the 
kingdom  has  a&cted  the  nominal  price 
of  commodities  ?•*-!  have  always  paid 
some  attention  to  the  subjectj  and  lately 
particular  attention,  and  it  does  appear  to 
me  that  the  increase  of  paper  circulation 
has  tended  to  increase  the  price  of  com- 
modities; but  I  think  that  increase  to 
have  arisen  chiefly  from  the  increase  of 
the  circulation  of  Bank  of  England  paper. 

What  diiierent  efiectg,  in  your  view  of 
the  case»  arise  from  the  paper  of  the  Bank 
of  England  and  country  banks  ?— >I  think 
the  Bank  of  England  have  been  the  means 
of  giving  facilities  to  circulation,  which 
not  have  been  done  by  country  banks  to 
the  extent  it  has  been  done  by  the  Bank 
of  England.. 

Is  it  your  opinion  that  a  country  bank 
regulates  its  issues  in  proportion  to  its 
deposits  of  Bank  of  England  notes  or  spe- 
cie ?— We  regulate  ours  by  the  assets  we 
have  in  London  (as  I  have  before  stated) 
to  pay  them,  without  much  reference  to 
the  quantity  of  Bank  of  England  notes  or 
specie  which  we  have,  althooffh  we  al- 
ways keep  a  quantity  of  both  of  the  latter 
in  our  coders  to  pay  occasional  demands 
made  in  the  country. 

1%  it  your  opinion  that  country  banks  ge- 
Jserally  keep  any  great  proportion  of  their 
funds,  whether  consisting  of  Bank  of 
England  notes  or  specie,  in  the  country  r 
'— I  cannot  speak  positively  as  to  the 
practice  of  otntrs,  I  can  only  speak  as  to 
our  own. 

AprU  9,   1810. 

Henry  Thoknton,  esq.  in  the  Chair. 

John  Henton  Tbitton,  esq.  a  Partner  in 
the  Banking-House  of  Barclay  &  Co. 
called  in  and  exammed. 

Can  you  state  the  nnmber  of  country 
banks  in  1797,  and  at  tnbseqnent  periods  \ 
*^t  appears  from  the  evidence  of  Mr. 
Ellison,  before  the  Comvittce  of  Secrecy 
in  1707,  that  there  were  than  8S0 ;  in  the 


year.  1808,  I  ofaserfne  there  were  iOD^ 
thing  more  than  000,  and  it  leem  bv 
the  list  lately  pabltahed  that  there  in 
now  721. 

Can  you  state  whether  many  of  those 
are  different  branches  of  the  same  prisd* 
pal  bank  ?— I  am  not  able  to  distingaitb. 
but  I  apprehend  it  in  a  degree  to  be  tk 
case.  • 

Have  you  any  means  of  judging  of  the 
amount  of  their  circulation  ?— I  can  ooir 
conjecture,  as  I  have  not  any  means  « 
judging  of  the  amount  of  their  circub* 
tion,  but  it  is  probably  not  an  unreasosbie 
supposition  that  it  may  amount  to  as  modi 
as  twenty  millions. 

On  what  do  you  fonnd  that  conjectort^ 
— ^Estimating  the  circulation  of  each  a 
the  average  amount  of  about  SO,000L  tKi 
total  would  be  what  I  have  stated ;  1  ta 
aware,  however,  that  there  are  v«nJ 
country  banks  which  issue  no  notes,  bii 
many  issue  considerably  more  tbao  tfaii 
sum. 

Do  you  include  Scotland  in  yoorctu- 
mate  ?-»Yes,  (.do. 

Can  you  guets  what  proportion  of  tbdr 
paper  may  consist  in  one  and  two  poso^ 
notes  ?-»I  am  not  able  to  form  an  opitutf 
on  that  subject. 

Or  under  five  poonds  ? — ^I  am  not  able 
to  form  an  opinion  as  to  the  proportioD. 

Do  they  QOt  issue  an  increasing  qotf* 
tity  of  optional  notes,  that  is,  of  noteipi^ 
able  either  in  London  or  in  the  coontrj' 
—•I  have  no  doubt  they  do.  ,     , 

Do  you  conceive  that  the  (^aantity  « 
Bank  of  England  notes  circulating  id  ^ 
country  has  been  diminished,  throogb  tv 
increase  of  country  ban?«  paper  F"--!  ^ 
cieve  it  has. 

Do  you  think  the  stock  of  Bank  of  Eng- 
land notesi  kept  by  country  baokef'J 
somewhat  diminished  ? — ^I  have  not  ^ 
knowledge  of  it.  1  should  imagioe  thit  n 
was  so,  but  it  is  only  coiyectore.    ^^ 

Can  you  state  whether  the  new  tff^ 
banks  are  as  respectable  a  class  of  V^ 
the  old  ones  ?— I  should  consider  that ^^ 
veral  of  those  which  have  lately  herp<)' 
tablished  consist  of  respectable  V^^^"'^^ 

Have  there  been  many  fatluret  vam 
them  ?— I  do  not  think  there  baf«  ^^ 
many,  there  have  been  some.  .     r 

Do  you  conceive  that  the  V^^\^ 
bank  of  England  notes  held  by  i^ 
bankers,  in  order  to  efiect  their  f^l^f^ 
has  increased  in  the  same  degree  *|^|^ 
amount  of  their  payments  dufiBft  ^^^ 
fow  years?— b  wouU  appear  10 "^« <^ 
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held  by  the  bankers  was  greater  than  for 
meriy,  bnt  that  it  was  less  in  proportion  to 
the  quantity  of  besiness  done. 

Bo  yon  conceive  that  the  number  of 
traders  in  London  who  employ  bankers, 
has  moch  increased  } — I  should  think  that 
it  was  increased^  and  that  rather  coiisider- 
ablv. 

Do  you  mean  that  there  are  fewer  pri- 
yate  indiyiduals,  both  traders  and  others, 
who  keep  any  quantity  of  Bank  of  Eng- 
land notes  at  home  ?— -I  presume  there 
aire  fewer  who  keep  consloerable  sums  at 
home. 

Dd  von  apprehend  then  that  the  quan- 
tity of  Bank  of  Eiieland  notes  employed 
in  the  metropolis  by  other  persons  than 
bankers  is  macb  reduced  ?  —  I  should 
think  that  the  quantity  is  not  less,  be- 
cause of  the  greater  diflRwion  of  wealth 
generaHy,  and  the  iJiminished  circulation 
of  specie. 

Have  there  many  country  banks  been 
lately  established  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
London,  where  Bank  of  England  notes  an- 
tecedently circulated  ?— I  consider  that 
to  be  the  case ;  that  there  are  additional 


bable,  thai  the  quantity  of  bank  notes  I- ing  currency  so  easy,  as  to  induce  persons 
*'-'-'  ' —  '^*-'  ' — '- -"-'  *' —  ^-  to  borrow  them  for  the  purposes  of  vari- 
ous speculations  ? — I  am  not  prepared  to 
g^ye  an  answer  to  that  question,  but  per- 
sons with  whom  I  am  connected  endea- 
vour to  take  such  paper  only  as  is  founded 
on  real  mercantile  transactions. 

If  those  issues  of  notes  were  less,  are 
you  of  opinion  that  it  would  tend  to  lower 
the  price  of  commodities  ? — I  think  such 
eflfect  is  to  be  expected. 

Could  the  country  banks  issue  as  much 
paper  as  they  now  do,  if  they  were  liable 
to  be  called  upon  to  pay  in  gold  as  before 
the  restriction?^-!  think  they  certainly 
could  hot.  ^ 

Will  you  state  the  grounds  on  which' 
yon  thinic  they  could  not  ?-*I  think  there 
would  not  be  a  possibility  of  obtaining^ 
gold  to  answer  the  demands  to  which  they 
would  be  subject. 

Supposing  the  Bank  to  be  open,  would 
they  not  obtain  ffold  from  the  Bank  in 
whatever  degree  tliey  had  occasion  for  itf 
— Certainly  they  would. 

Would  they  have  any  greater  difficulty 
in  obtaining  gold  than  they  now  have  of 
obtaining  Bank  of  England  notes,  suppos- 
ing a  run  to  be  made  upon  them  ?— 1  ap- 
prehend there  would  be  no  other  than  the 
mcreased  difficulty  of  carriage,  and  the 
expence  attending  it. 

Would  they  not  be  more  liable  to  a  run* 
inasmuch  as  persons  holding  their  notes, 
in  case  of  an  alarm,  would  be  more  eager 
to  exchange  those  notes  for  gold  than 
they  now  are  to  exchange  them  for  notea 
of  the  Bank  of  England  ?— I  have  no 
doubt  that  efllect  would  take  place. 

Supposing  no  alarm  to  tsike  place,  do 
you  not  conceive  that  any  excess  in  the 
quantity  of  country  bank  notes    which 
may  be  pushed  into  circulation,  is  now 
removed  by  an  application  of  the  holdera 
to  exchange  those  notes  for  Baiik  of  Eng- 
land notes  or  bills  on  London,  in  the  same 
manner  as  a  similar  excess  would  be  pre- 
vented by  a  demand  for  guineas  or  for 
bills  on  London,  in  the  event  of  tnere  be- 
ing no  suspension  of  cash  payments  ? — I 
incline  to  think  thai  is  not  so  restrained,  I 
conceive  that  there  is  country  bank  paper 
in  circulation  to  a  larger  amount  then 
fbere  would  be  if  payments  were  made  in 
gold  ;  I  mean,  for  example,  that  if  twenty 
million  of  country   bank  paper   is  now 
issued,  and  that  gold  went  into  circula- 
tion, a  less  sum  in  gold  and  in  notes  than 
the  amount  of  the  whole  paper  now  in  use 
I  would  be  (bund  snfficient. 
I      (2  0 J 


banks  established  in  the  vicinity  of  Lon- 
don is  a  fact,  and  I  imagine  that  Bank  of 
England  notes  have  heretofore  circulated 
there,  but  that  those  of  the  banks  so 
eatabltahed  are  sow  substituted  for  them. 
Are  not  guineas  much  more  seldom 
received  in  payment  lately  than  they  have 
been  heretoiore  ?— Certainly. 

Are  there  not  several  country  banks 
which  keep  accounts  at  your  house  ?-^ 
Yes,  there  are. 

Are  their  transactions  in  general  much 
increased  within  these  few  years? — 1 
think  they  are  considerably. 

Are  the  notes  they  issue,  which  come 
under  your  observation,  particularly  opti- 
onal notes,  of  much  greater  amount  than 
a  few  years  ago  ? — ^Yes,  they  are.. 

Is  it  not  the  practice  of  the  country 
banka  to  remit  you  bills  and  to  draw 
against  them  ? — ^Yes,  it  is. 

Are  not  such  bills  many  of  them  bills 
which  have  been  sent  from  other  parts  to 
discount  ? — ^Many  bills  which  are  remitted 
to  ua  are  such  as  I  believe  have  been* 
sent  to  them  from  other  parts  for  that 
purpose. 

Are  any  such  bills  drawn  in  London 
n|KMi  anotner  house  in  London  ? — I  have 
no  doubt  of  it. 

'  Are  you  of  opinton  that  the  issues  of 
ceoniry  notes  render  the  facility  of  obt«n* 
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What  inducement  has  the  holder  of  a 
country  bank  note  to  exchange  that  coun- 
try bank  note  in  bis  possession  for  a  Bank 
of  England  note  ? — I  conceive  that  he  has 
no  inducement  except  want  of  confidence 
in  the  country  bank,  unless  he  may  have 
occasion  to  make  a  payment  at  a  distance 
where  the  notes  of  the  bank  in  question 
are  not  negotiable. 

The  Bank  restriction  now  existing,  if 
the  notes  of  the  Bank  o'f  Bngland  were 
reduced  one  half  in  amount,  how  would 
it  aiSect  the  country  banks?-—!  do  not 
feel  prepared  fully  to  answer  that,  but  it 
is  to  be  inferred^  I  believe,  that  they 
would  feel  a'  necessity  to  abridge  their 
issues. 

Do  you  know  if  the  Bank  of  England 
notes  have  increased  or  diminished  in  the 
country  considerably  since  the  restriction  ? 
-«-I  do  not  know  that  sufficiently  well  to 
.  answer  the  question ;  bot  I  conceive  that 
inasmuch  ait  the  same  regard  is  not  paid 
10  the  effect  which  an  increased  quantity 
may  have  on  the  public  welfare,  in  the 
issues  of  private  paper,  it  is  so  far  at  least 
susceptible  of  more  inconvenience  than  is 
likely  to  result  from  those  of  the  Bank  of 
England,  particularly  as  in  all  cases  the 
same  regard  may  not  be  had  to  the  faci- 
lity of  converting  into  money  the  securi- 
ties on  which  it  has  been  issued. 
•  What  different  effects,  in  your  view  of 
the  case,  arise  from  the  paper  of  the  Bank 
of  England  and  the  country  banks  ? — 1  do 
not  feel  competent  to  give  an  immediate 
answer  to  so  extensive  a  question. 

Supposing  that  the  amoant  of  the  notes 
of  the  Bank  of  England  was  to.  be  mater- 
nally diminished,  is^  it  your  opinion  that 
the  notes  of  the  country  banks  would  take 
their  place  ?— 1  presume  not. 

Supposing  the  issues  of  the  Bank  of 
England  to  be  diminished  one  halt«  what 
effect  would  that  produce  upon  the  gene- 
ral confidence  anu  credit  of  the  country  ? 
—It  would  be  rery .  injurious ;  and  it 
would  be  very  difficult,  if  not  impossible, 
to  conduct  the  affairs  of  the  metropolis,  if 
the  large  notes  were  to  be  diminished  in 
that  proportion. 

Would  that  elOTect  take  place,  supposing 
the  diminished  quantity  of  Bank  notes 
were  supplied  by  a  corresponding  quan^ 
lity  of  gold  ?— 1  do  suppose  in  a  very 
considerable  degree  it  would,  because  the 
large  payments  in  businey  have  not  here- 
tofore been  made  in  gold. 

Supposing  the  circulation  of  the  coun- 
try, whether  cooaislio^  of  paper  or  of 


gold,  to  be  very  materiiily  dimtDiihed,ia 
a  greater  proportion  eTen  than  has  bets 
stated  in  the  former  qoesiioM,  would  ooc 
individuals  concerf»ed  in  trade  find  oot 
some  other  method  of  carrying  oo  ilmr 
interchange,  so  as  to  remedy'  the  incon- 
venience that  would  result  from  tacb  i 
diminution  of  circulation  ?— It  is  a  qao- 
tion  which  I  have  not  contemplated. 

Jeremiah  Harman,  Esq.  Director  of  \l« 
Bank  of  En (^l and,  and  General  Mei* 
chant,  called  in,  and  examined. 

Pieaae  to  state  what  you  conceive  to  be 
the  principle  by  which  the  Bank  of  Bag* 
land  regulates  the  extent  of  its  issois; 
do  you  conceive  it  to  be  their  practice 
for  example,  to  discount  bilb  to  the  ex- 
tent to  which  they  are  required,  soppoiiiig 
the  bills  to  be  good,  and  to  appear  to  ht 
for  real  transactions,  and  the  party  apf ly- 
ing to  make  application  for  no  more  Una 
a  reasonable  amount,  or  do  you  take  a 
all  into  consideration  the  atate  of  the  ex- 
changes, and  in  any  degree  dimiaiiii  tbe 
total  amount  of  discounts  afforded,  «n 
consequently  also  the  paper  issues  wbcs 
the  exchanges  arc  particularly  onfiiToori- 
ble  ?— One  of  the  first  objecU  we  hare  is 
view  is  the  aolidity  of  the  paper  broagbt 
in,  and  although  we  have  no  pnc» 
limit,  we  constantly  keep  in  view  the  it 
gregate  amount,  as  well  as  the  amouoiw 
nv^ty  individual  account  With  regsrf 
to  the  other  part  of  the  question,  tlioogft 
the  state  of  the  exchanges  is  constaoiif 
watched,  the  amount  of  our  discoontts 
not  regulated  with  any  reference  to  t^t 
circumstance.  . 

In  saying  that  you  have  ao  eye  to  ue 
total  amount  of  tne  diacoiints,  do  jooiW| 
mean  that  you  have  an  eye  to  the  tstil 
amount  of  the  paper  in  circulalion  ^p^ 
tainly ,  the  paper  in  circulation  wff  tw 
different  heads.  ^^^ 

Do  you  not  mean  than  that  7^*"^ 
vour  to  keep  the  total  amount  of  f^.  ^ 

nearly  ita  accustomed  ^^^^'^^  ff^^'^f' 
for  particolar  variations  at  the  periov 
the  dividends  ?— The  caJla  for  pepcr"^ 
cessarily  vary  periodically.  .    j 

Do  you  conceive  that  the  dimipoatf; « 
the  paper  of  the  Bai^k  would,  eii^^  ^ 
mediately  or  reaiotely,  tend  ^  ^  ^ 
provement  of  the  exchange  ?-^Noii«  •■*" 

ever.  «    u  •* 

Was  it  not  the  practice  of  the  Bj**^ 
tecedently  to  the  restriAion  ^  ^  ^ 
paymenu,  to  lessen  in  some  oegn^ 
amount  of  hs  isfues^  when  a  iB*^'^ 
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Ettand  for  gnineas  was  made  upon  it  ^— It 
has  been  occasionally,  aiid  at  one  period 
ill  particular,  according  to  my  vjewof  the 
sobject,  it  accelerated  rery  much  the  mis- 
chief which  ensaed. 

Was  not  the  case  in  which  that  mischief 
resulted,  the  case  of  a  run  made  upon  the 
Bank  for  guineas,  in  consequence  of  an 
alarm  in  the  country,  the  exchanges  not 
bein^  then  unfaTourable  ? — Certainly,  at 
the  time  to  which  I  allude  there  was  a  very 
great  alarm  in  the  country,  and  the  ex* 
changes  were  above  par. 

Do  you  do  not  mean  then  that  the  di- 
minution of  discounts  increased  that 
alarm  ?— The  diminution  of  discounts,  and 
consequently  of  Bank  notes,  increased 
that  alarm,  and  I  think  consequently  in- 
creased the  run. 

Supposing  a  demand  to  be  made  upon 
the  Bank  for  guineas  in  consequence  of 
the  high  price  of  bullion^nd  an  unfavour- 
able exchange,  there  being  nevertheless 
no  alarm  in  the  (Country,  do  you  conceive 
that  a  limitation  of  the  Bank  paper  would 
in  like  manner  increase  the  drain?— I 
think,  in  as  much  as  it  would  occasion  dis- 
tress in  the  public,  it  would  probably  have 
that  effect. 

Supposinff  the  Bank  to  be  now  paying 
in  cash,  and  the  exchanges  as  well  as  the 
price  of  bdllion  to  be  as  they  now  are, 
and  consequently  a  drain  upon  the  Bank 
for  gsineas  to  take  place^  would  it  be  your 
opinion  that  the  Bank  ought  to  diminish 
its  paper  or  not  ?«— I  am  decidedly  of  opi- 
nion that  it  would  and  ought  to  make  the 
Bank  very  cautious. 

Do  you  not  mean  by  caution,  that  it 
ought  in  some  decree  to  restrain  its 
paper,  and  that  socn  restriction  of  the 
pafMr  might  tend  to  lessen  the  drain  ? — 
That  must  depend  very  much  upon  cir- 
cumstances. 

Supposing  the  Parliament  to  enact  that 
the  Bank  of  England  should  again  pay  in 
gold  at  a  distant  period,  say  one,  two,  or 
three  yearS)  would  it  be  your  opinion  that 
the  Bank  ought  to  resort  to  the  measure 
of  restraining  its  issues,  as  a  means  of  pre- 
paring itself  to  meet  that  event,  supposing 
the  exchanges  and  the  price  of  bullion  to 
continue  as  they  now  are?-— I  conceive 
that  they  must  necessarily,  if  the  ex- 
chanms  wene  to  continue  as  they  now  are, 
which,  however,  I  deem  barely  within 
possibility. 

Do  you  not  concejve  that  an  augmen- 
tation of  the  quantity  of  Bank  of  England 
BOtn  tends  to  increase  the  price  of  com-' 


modities,  and  a  diminution  of  their  quan- 
tity to  reduce  it?— An  augmentation  of 
the  paper  currency  generally  perhaps 
may,  but,  as  far  as  I  have  been  able  to 
consider  the  subject,  not  so  greatly  as  is 
generally  supposed  ;  I  see  very  fewsymp- 
toms  of  it. 

Do  you  not  apprehend  that  there  is  a 
dispositipn  in  persons  keeping  accounts  at 
the  Bank,  to  apply  for  a  larger  extent  of 
discount  than  it  is  on  the  whole  expedient 
for  the  Bank  to  grant  ?— Very  many  do, 
and  we  treat  them  accordingly. 

Do  you  not  think  that  the  sum  total  ap* 
plied  for,  even  though  the  accommodation 
afforded  should  be  on  the  security  of  good 
bills  to  safe  persons,  might  be  such  as  to 
produce  some  excess  in  the  quantity  of 
the  Bank  issues  if  fully  complied  with  ? 
— I  think  if  we  discount  only  for  solid 
persons,  and  such  paper  as  is  for  real  bond 
Jide  transactions,  we  cannot  materially  err. 

Supposing,  you  were  to  afibrd  your  ac* 
commodation  at  four  per  cent,  instead  of 
*five  per  cent,  interest,  the  current  interest 
being  five  per  cent,  would  there  not  be  ' 
danger  of  excess  ? — Perhaps  so. 

Does  it  not  then  follow,  that,  providec^ 
money  is  now  worth  something  more  than 
6ve  per  cent,  and  being. in  general  diffi* 
cult  to  be  procured  at  that  rate,  you  may" 
fall  into  some  excess  by  granting  it  at  fire 
per  cent,  on  the  principle  which  you  have 
stated  ? — I  think  not,  because  we  should 
discover  the  superabundance  very  soon. 

What  should  you  consider  the  test  of  that 
superabundance  ?  —  Money  beitig  more 
plentiful  in  the  market. 

What  do  you  consider  to  be  the  causes 
of  the  unfavourable  state  of  the  exchanges 
with  Europe  and  the  high  price  of  bullion 
during  the  last  12  or  15  months,  upon  the 
best  view  that  you  have  been  able  to  give 
to  that  subject  ? — I  must  suppose  that  the 
balance  of  payments  has  been  materially 
against  this  country,  and  i  have  moreover 
understood  that  very  high  prices  have  been 
paid  for  gold  on  the  continent  for  particu* 
lar  purposes. 

Do  you  merely  infer  this  to  be  the  case 
from  the  state  of  the  exchanges,  or  do  you 
happen  to  know  the  fkct  from  any  docu- 
ments ?— I  know  generally  that  our  imports 
have  been  much  larger  than  usual,  and 
that  we  have  had  to  pay  large  sums  to 
foreign  countries  for  the  maintenance  of 
our  own  troops,  and  for  various  other  ser* 
vices. 

Supposing  the  exchange  to  continue 
long  and  greatly  unfavourable,  should  yov 
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not  be  disposed  to  refer  this  circamstaocc^ 
in  some  measure  to  .  an  excess  of  paper 
currency,  or  should  you  assume  that  the 
balance  of  trade  had  continued  .during 
tfhat  long  period  unfavourable? — I  must 
Very  materially  alter  my  opinions,  before 
I  can  suppose  that  the  exchanges  will  be 
influenced  by  any  modifications  of  our 
paper  currency. 

Have  you  ever  known  the  exchange  to 
fall  to  12  or  15  per  cent,  in  any  part  of 
Europe,  in  which  it  was  computed  in  coin 
containing  a  fixed  quantity  of  gold  or 
silver,  or  in  paper  or  Bank  money  ex- 
changed at  a  fixed  agio,  either  for  such 
gold  or  silver  coin,  or  for  gold  or  silver 
bullion  of  a  definite  amount  P-^I  really 
cannot  from  recollection  answer  that  ques- 
tion. 

In  what  degree  do  you  conceive  the 
exchange  to  have  been  lately  against  this 
country  ?-— When  at  the  lowest  it  was  full 
17  per  cent,  below  par. 

What  is  it  now  ?«-!  think  about  10  per 
cent. 

CaioMi  the  exchange  have  been  so  un- 
fiaivourabie  as  it  has  been  for  the  last  12  or 
15  aaontfas,  supposing  the  Bank  to  have 
been  paying  in  cash  ? — If  there  had  been 
more  gold  in  the  country,  that  would  of 
Goorse  in  so  far  and  no  further  have  les- 
sened the  effect,  by  furnishing  a  means  of 
remittance  which  would  lessen  the  unfa- 
Tourable  balance. 

If  the  quantity  of  gold  now  locked  up 
was  brought  into  circulation,  would  it  not 
in  such  degree  have  tended  to  have  bene- 
fited the  exchange  ? — If  it  was  remitted,  it 
natarall^b  would  have  that  effect. 

April  16,  1810. 

Francis  Hobner,  Esq.  in  the  Chair. 
William  Irving,  Esq.  Inspector  General 
of  Exports  and  Imports,  again  called 
in,  and  examined. 

[Mr.  Irving  delivered  in  *'  An  Account, 
ahewing  the  Total  Balance  of  Trade  in  fa- 
vour of  or  against  Great  Britain,  in  her 
Commerce  with  all  Parts  of  the  World, 
doling  the  last  Five  Years.''] 

In  what  manner  have  you  calculated 
tl:e  actual  value  of  imports  into  this  coun- 
try, iu  the  paper  you  have  now  delivered 
in  ?— I  consider  the  Account  objectionable 
in  some  respects.  The  values  are  calcu^ 
lated  at  the  prices  in  this  market,  of  course 
(he  imports  include  the  mercantirie  profito 
and  the  freights  inwards  ;  the  exports  are 
exclusive  of  the  freights  outwards,  conse- 
%aently  the  actual  balance  ia  favour  of 
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Great  Britain  will  be  macb  more  oooidei 
rable  than  appears  op6n  the  fj^oltke 
Account.  The  correct  principle  wooM 
be  to  estimate  the  importa  at  tfa«  fint  coit 
of  the  goods  in  the  foreign  coantr]F,add- 
ing  thereto,  the  freighu  in  foreign  vcnels, 
and  the  exports  according  to  the  ml 
vaUe  at  the  port  of  exportation*  addiu 
the  freighu  in  British  vessels  as  ao  Boci 
additional  value  on  the.goods^  to  bepiid 
for  by  the  foreign  consiimers.  I  kmw 
means  of  ascertaining  those  particalsn. 

Can  you  state  the  difference  bctven 
the  official  value,  of  imports,  as  gireaii 
your  other  Account,  and  the  actaal  nloi 
of  imports  as  now  given  ?^t  is  in  tlii 
proportion  pf  the  sum  of  59,85  l,352i.  mi 
value,  to  the  amount  of  imporM  as  ititei 
in  my  annual  account  of  ofl^al  value. 

It  appears,  by   the  accoant  pow  ^ 
vered  in,  that  the^iverage  balance  rfm^e 
in  favour  of  Great  Britaio,  during  thelirt 
6ve  years,  has  been  somet)»iiig  more  tte 
nine  millions  per  annum  ;  how  do  yosK- 
count  for  the  existence  of  so  large  s  js- 
lance  of  trade  during  so  many  suceewie 
years,  and  to  what  purposes  do  you  can- 
sider.this  balance  to  have  been  sppliciWe.' 
—I  consider  that  either  bullion  hai  be« 
imported  towards  defraying  the  W*"?' 
or  that  a  debt  has  been  created  ffo«  »• 
reign  countries  to  this  country,  or  partij 
both,  to  the  amount  of  the  balance,  exap< 
so  far  as  the  balance  may  have  been  m- 
celled  by  means  of  the  foreign  expeM- 
ture  of  Government.      The  maintenmc* 
of  British  troops  abroad,  and  loans  to  j^ 
reign  powers,  must,  as  I  consider,  wai' 
nish  the  favourable  balance,  ^ 

Have   you    any  infoimation  ^'  ."• 
amount  of  bullion  that  may  have  ^!* 
ported  inio  this  country  within  toei» 
fire  years  ?-rI  have  none ;    bii* '  ^PPf" 
hend  an  account  might  be  prociued  w  w* 
receipts  an<l  issues  of  foreiga  ^^.^ 
bullion  at  the  Bank  of  Eng»od./tw 
might  aflbid  the  Committee  a  ^T^^ 
correct  idea  of  the  quantity  rettiB»  "* 
the  cquntry. 

In  your  opinion  has  there  ^^J^JJJ^ 
bullion  exported  or  imported '     .^*!L 
there  has  been  an  increase  in  the  ^'^^P*"/ 
but  I  cannot  speak  as  to  the  9moa^  ^ 
tainod  in  Great  Britain.  ^ 

In  the  last  six  mootha  ef  the  Iti^^ 
1809,  do  you  think  there  waa  ta  exJVjJ 
imports  or  exports  of  bullion  ?-*J."**J 
be  speaking  without  data,  ^|^?%^ 
knowledge  of  the  quantity  imported*  »^ 
bullion  has  beeo  importfed  ten  ^P" 
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which  hat  been  since  drawn  for>  and 
appears  as  an  export  from  this  coun- 
try to  Spain,  in  the  account  of  bullion  ex- 
ported delivered  in  by  me  to  the  Com- 
mittee. 

Can  yon  state  nearly  the  amount  of 
bnliion  which  has  been  so  re-exported  ? 
••—I  have  no  official  knowledge  of  the 
amount. 

You  have  intimated  an  opinion^  that 
the  state  of  trade  in  the  last  five  years 
must  have  brought  bullion  into  this  coun- 
try ;  in  what  manner  do  ydu  conceive 
tmit  to  have  been  effected  ?— It  has  been 
in  consequence  of  the  great  extension  of 
our  commercial  intercourse  with  the  fo- 
reign colonies  on  the  continent  of  Ame- 
rica, direct  as  well  as  circuitously, 
tliroagb  the  medium  of  the  British  free 
ports  in  the  West  Indies. 

Must  not  the  balance  of  trade  between 
Ireland  and  all  foreign  countries,  be  added 
to  the  balance  of  England,  in  order  to 
afford  a  just  view  of  the  total  amount  of 
the  fund,  which  is  applicable  to  the  pur- 
pose of  supplying  the  meana  of  discharg- 
ing the  expencesof  government  in  the 
support  of  our  foreign  military  and  naval 
establishments  ? — ^The  fisivourable  balance 
on  the  Irish  trade  with  foreign  countries, 
ought  enquestionably  to  be  added  to  the 
fovoarable  balance  of  this  country. 

Do  you  know  what  the  balance  is  ?— I 
have  no  knowledge  of  the  amotmt  of  the 
Irish  favourable  balance  with  foreign 
countries. 

In  the  account  just  delivered  in,  yon 
have  specified  three  articles,  which  are  de- 
ducted from  the  value  of  the  imports, 
namely,  first  the  amount  of  fisheries,  se- 
condly the  surphxs  of  imports  from  British 
colonies,  and  thirdly  the  surplus  of  im- 
ports from  British  India,  amounting  toge- 
ther to  about  eight  or  nine  millions  in 
each  year ;  can  you  state  the  amount  of 
each  of  those  three  several  articles  ?— The 
average  amount  of  each  of  these  heads,  is 
as  fbllowsy  vis. 

1st.  Bisheriet  ^.I«253,000 

Sd.  Sorploa  of  Imports  from 
British  Colonies  and 
Plantotions  3,120,000 

fd.  Britiah  India  4,217,000 

£f.  8,590,000 

In  calculating  the  real  value  of  imports, 
have  yon  estimated  every  article  of  which 
those  imports  are  composed,  according  to 
the  prices  current  of  this  country  ?— Yes, 
I  have  on  an  average  of  seferal  years. 
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Of  how  many  articles  did  they  con- 
ligt  p^Perhaps  from  1,000  to   1,200. 

Supposing  the  same  article  to  be  of 
various  qualities,  how  did  you  estimate  |he 
average  value  of  the  whole  article  ?— By 
consulting  with  some  of  the  principal  im- 
porters ab  to  the  probable  relative  quantity 
of  each  sort. 

Are  you  confident  that  your  calculation 
has  been  a  pretty  accurate  one  ?^-4  be- 
lieve it  to  be  accurate. 

Has  the  account  been  carefully  checked 
in  the  office  ?*-The  accuracy  of  the  ac- 
count there  can  be  no  d(5ubt  of  so  fhr  aa 
respects  calculations,  it  being  a  ddcnment 
prepared  and  regularly  proceeding  from 
my  office;  but  f  cannot  answer  ror  the 
accuracy  of  the  prices. quoted  in  the  price 
currents. 

April  18,  ISIO. 

Faancis  HoaNBR,  esq.  in  the  Chair. 

Mr.  John  Humble,  called  in,  and  exa- 
mined. 

Is  there  not  an  office  called  the  Bnllioa 
Office,  in  the  Bank  ?— >There  is. 

Are  you  the  clerk  in  that  office  ?-«Yes. 

What  is  the  business  of  that  office  ?— i 
The  business  of  the  office  ia  divided  into 
two  branches,  and  is  to  be  considered 
under  two  heads ;  the  first  is  for  the  pur- 
pose of  weighing  and  ascertaining  the 
value  of  the  bullion  in  which  the  Bank  is 
concerned;  the  other,  in  which  indivi- 
duals only  are  concerned. 

What  do  you  mean  by  ascertaining  the 
value?— 'By  weighing,  calcelating  the 
finenessaccording  to  the  Assayer's  reports, 
and  casting  up  the  value  according  to  the 
prices. 

Where  do  you  get  the  prices  ?— Fxom 
the  brokers  reports  made  to  the  office^ 
either  on  account  of  the  Bank  or  of  indi* 
duals. 

Does  the  broker  give  you  a  general 
price,  or  the  price  of  every  tranuction  ?<— 
The  price  of  every  transaction. 

Wliat  form  of  accounts  do  you  keep  in 
the  office? — Bvery  transaction  which  ia 
done  for  the  Bank  is  daily  reported  to  the 
cashiers,  passes  through  the  Bank  books 
and  into  the  Bank  balances;  the  weight 
and  fineness,  price  and  valuit  is  entered  in 
the  Bank  books ;  it  is  daily  reported  to 
the  cashiers,  and  passes  consequently  into 
the  Bank  balances.  I  speak  now  merely 
of  Uie  transactions  which  are  made  for  the 
Bank  only  ;  the  transactions  between  in- 
gdividual  merchants  are  not  entered  in  the 
%ank  hooka  at  all,  but  merely  entered  in 
waste  or  ipiemorandQDMi)ooks. 
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Do  you,  for  the  Bank,  keep  an  account 
of  the  bullion  issued  from  the  Bank,  as 
well  as  that  received  ? — Yes,  the  bullion 
certainly,  both  gold  and  silver,  but  not  the 
current  coin. 

Then  would  your  accounts  shew  for  any 
one  year,  the  total  value  of  bullion  pur- 
chased by  the  Bank  and  issued  by  the 
Bank  ? — Certainly,  by  the  Bank  only^  but 
not  by  individuals. 

How  came  this  office  at  the  Bank  to 
have  any  cognizance  of  bullion  transac- 
tions between  individuals  ? — It  has  been 
so  long  established  that  I  cannot  answer 
that  question  with  certainty ;  it  has  been 
established  upwards  of  100  years.  I  un- 
derstand it  to  have  been  instituted  merely 
for  the  purpose  of  accommodation  and 
safety  between  merchant  and  merchant, 
as  a  place  of  deposit ;  it  u$ed  formerly  to 
be  called  the  Warehouse,  it  is  only  of  late 
years  that  it  has  been  called  the  Bullion 
Office. 

Do  you  keep  any  account  of  those 
transactions  which  pass  between  indivi- 
duals ?-— Only  memorandums  in  a  waste- 
book.  -  The  bullion  is  deposited  generally 
by  ship-masters/and  lies  in  that  office  for 
Ine  owners  to  whom  it  is  consigned ;  we 
keep  separate  books  for  entering  thoise  de- 
posits, one  of  which  we  call  the  Packet 
Book,  and  the  other  the  Man-of-war  Book, 
and  in  those  books  we  enter  what  may  be 
called  a  manifest,  of  the  deposit,  the  name 
of  the  ship-master  and  the  consignee, 
the  name  or  the  vessel  by  which  the  im- 
portation has  been  made,  the  number  of 
packages  and  what  those  packages  are 
said  to  contain^  for  we  receive  them  only 
as  packages.  When  a  sale  takes  place, 
that  is  transacted  by  the  broker  between 
the  seller  and  buyer,  he  giving  a  contract 
to  each ;  the  parties  come  to  the  office, 
and  in  their  presence  the  package  is 
opeujed,  the  bullii»n  weighed,  we  deliver 
the  quantity  sold  to  the  buyer,  and  receive 
from  him  the  price,  which*  we  deliver  over 
to  the  seller:  in  a  waste  book  we  make 
a  memorandum  of  what  has  thus  passed. 
We  keep  only  a  waste  book,  and  do  not 
transfer  these  memorandums  to  any  more 
regular  account,  because  the  whole  trans* 
'  action  passes  as  between  the  parties,  who 
keep  their  own  accounts,  we  being  merely 
an  umpire  between  them.  The  whole  of 
this  is  done  by  the  Bank  gratuitously. 
'  There  i^  no  report  made  to  the  Bank,  of 
these  deposits  or  sales. 

What  esublishmeni  of  clerks  is  there  in 
the  Bullion  office  ?-»A  principal  and  de« ' ' 
puty  and  an  assistant. 


From  your  situation,  do  yon  know  any 
thing  of  those  sales  which  are  made  for 
exportation  ?-— With  respect  to  btr  goM 
we  do  know,  because  the  certificate  of  io 
oath  before  the  court  of  aldermen  accoo* 
panics  the  bars  from  our  office  ai  a  permit 

is  there  more  than  one  broker  ?-»Oolr 
one  house,  there  are  several  pinners  la 
the  firm,  the  house  of  Mocatta  asd  Gokf- 
smid. 

Have  they,  in  your  opinion,  any  poicr 
of  controul  over  the  prices  ?«-None  ia 
the  world,  1  believe. 

Then  the  price  is  fixed  entirely  be 
tween  the  seller  and  the  buyer?— Icanoei 
take  upon  myself  to  say  in  what  naaoei 
the  prices  are  fixed,  because  I  have  u< 
thing  to  do  with  that. 

Does  the  Bank  at  any  time  pnrditir 
bullion  without  the  intervention  of  ahrc- 
ker  ?— Very  seldom. 

Can  you  assign  any  reason  to  the  Co»- 
mittee,  why,  in  so  extensive  a  comood'tr 
as  bullion,  there  should  be  only  one  br»- 
ker  employed  ? — i  cannot. 
,  Would  not  any  other  broker  be  per* 
mitted  to  act  as  broker,  with  respect  to 
bullion  deposited  in  your  office?— Not 
without  orders  from  the  court  of  directon 
upon  application. 

Have  any  such  transactions  ever  taka 
place  ?— Never,  to  my  knowledge. 

Are  you  acquainted  whether  Mew* 
Mocatta  and  Goldsmid  at  any  time  deal 
in  bullion  for  their  own  account  ?— 1  ^ 
lieve  never,  I  am  confident  they  neter da 

Can  you  state  to  the  Commiuee  the 
quantity,  or  nearly  the  quantity,  of  gov 
bullion  imported,  that  has  been  deposiiM 
in  your  omce  in  the  course  of  the  1^ 
year  ?— I  have  no  conception  of  it. 

Have  you  any  accounts  that  will  f^ 
it  ?— We'can  ascertain  from  oar  boob  il« 
quantity  said  to  be  brought  by  ^^^ 
in  the  last  year,  but  that  might  01^ 
the  Committee,  if  they  take  that  a><^ 
amount  of  what  had  actaally  been  im- 
ported, because  there  is  a  great  ^^ 
ported  which  does  no^  come  to  onr  "»«• 

Would  not  your  books,  in  ^'  ^ 
manner,  enable  you  to  state  b«»  ^ 
gold  bullion  has  been  delivered  o«  ^^ 
your  office  for  exportation  in  ^  "f 
year  ?— We  could  asceruin  it  with  i^ 
spect  to  the-  bar  gold,  but  with  resp^ 
the  foreign  gold  coin  only  by  conjectsft» 
there  is  a  great  deal  of  bar  gold  «ip^*' 
which  does  not  come  to  us.  ^ 

Could  you  not  state  from  J^m  w» 
also  the  amount  of  tales  otpM  ^ 
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sorts  for  the  last  year  ?— Probably  we 
might 

ilf^22,  1810. 
Henry  Thornton,  esq.  in  the  Chair» 

Thomas  RicbardsoNi  esq.  again  called 
in,  and  examined. 

Have  you  the  means  of  knowing  whe- 
ther the  bankers  in  London  use  any 
greater  economy  than  formerly  in  respect 
to  the  quantity  of  notes  kept  in  their  pos- 
session ?— Yes  ;  I  should  guess  that  they 
do  not  keep  so  much  by  one-eighth  as 
they  did  eight  years  ago,  in  proportion  to 
the  amount  of  paymentn  made. 

To  what  cause  do  you  ascribe  that  di- 
minution ?•— To  the  more  ready  method  in 
which  they  can  borrow  bank  notes  for  the 
day,  through  the  means  of  brokers. 

Is  it  your  practice  to  be  an  intermediate 
person  for  these  purposes  ?— Very  fre- 
quently ;  not  unfrequently  to  the  amount 
of  20  or  30,000/.  a  day. 

Has  that  practice  increased  ? — No  doubt 
of  it,  very  considerably. 

Are  there  any  other  causes  to  which 
you  can  ascribe  the  use  of  the  very  di- 
minished quantity  of  notes  ?— There  are 
a  great  many  more  bills  in  circulation 
than  formerly,  so  that  a  banker  can  at  all 
times  take  a  bill  or  bills  to  suit  his  pur- 
poses. 

What  you  mean,  is,  he  can  thus  get  rid 
of  any  superfluity  of  cash  at  a  short  no- 
tice ?— Yes. 

Do  you  know  of  any  alteration  in  the 
hour  at  which  the  Bank  now  takes  from 
the  bankers  the  sum  daily  due  to  them  on 
the  ground  of  Bank  charge  ?— Yes,  at 
four  o'clock. 

At  what  hour  were  they  used  to  take  it 
some  years  ago  ?-«-As  soon  after  nine  as 
they  coold  agree  upon  the  sum. 

Is  it  not  one  consequence  of  that 
change,  that  the  banker  is  able  to  pay 
the  Sank  in  •  great  measure  by  the  me- 
dium of  drafts  upod  the  Bank,  which  have 
been  paid  in  by  l\is  castomers  for  bills 
discounted  by  them  on  the  same  day,  in* 
stead  of  pay  ins  the  Bank  in  Bank  of  Eng- 
land notes.  ?-i--it  certainly  is  a  very  great 
saving  in  the  use  of  notes  to  the  banker. 

How  long  has  this  change  taken  place  ? 
m^l  do  not  think  more  than  four  or  five 
years. 

Do  you  not  cdhceive  that  the  increased 
amount  of  bills  discounted  by  the  Bank 
for  the  mercantile  world,  has  afforded  in- 
creased means  to  the  bankers  of  obtaining 
A  supply  of  notes  at  sbQitaotioe,  throogfi 
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the  medmrn  of  the  bills  sent  to  the  Bank 
to  be  discounted  by  their  customers?— ^ 
Yes. 

Is  it  not  now  the  practice  at  the  Bank  to 
give  money  for  navy  bills  on  all  days  in - 
the  week,  instead  of  discounting  them 
only  as  heretofore  on  the  Thursday  ?-^ 
Yes,  they  are  taken  every  day. 

Do  you  think  that,  irom  the  transac- 
tions which  you  carry  on  with  bankers  in 
London,  they  are  enabled  to  lend  a  larger 
proportion  of  their   deposits  than   tor-' 
mcrly  ?— Yfs. 

^hy  ?— Because  from  our  general  in- 
tercourse with  them,  we  can  borrow  of 
one  to  pay  the  other  at  an  hour's  notice. ' 

Do  you  not  conceive,  that  it  is  a  more 
general  custom  for  tradesmen  and  indivi- 
duals to  keep  bankers  now  than  some  few 
years  ago  ? — ^Yes. 

^Wouid  it  not  naturally  result  from  that, 
that  in  general  fewer  persons  keep  an 
amount  of  notes  by  them  than  heretofore  > 
—1  think  people  keep  a  smaller  amount 
•at  home  than  formerly,  but  perhaps  the 
notes  may  not  be  less,  as  baring  no  cash 
they  must  keep  notes  for  their  daily  traf- 
fic, though  formerly  they  used  to  have 
guineas. 

Is  any  other  mode  of  payment  than 
Bank  of  England  notes  and  specie  ac- 
cepted of  in  London  ?  —  Drafu  upon 
bankers. 

In  consequence  of  the  ready  means  of 
providing  notes  for  all  persons  holding  the 
undeniable  securities  necessary,  do  you 
think  10  millions  of  bank  notes  will  Iceep 
afloat  the  same  quantity  of  businesa  as  1 5 
millions  would  have  done  1 0  years  ago  ? 
— Not  quite  so  much  perhaps  ten  years 
ago. 

Are  you  sufficiently  acquainted*  with 
the  banking  business  to  state  the  mode  of 
their  making  their  daily  payments  ?— -If  a 
person  has  a  sum  of  money  at  his 
banker's,  be  draws  his  drafts,  and  of  courAe 
receives  the  notes  at  any  moment  he 
pleases ;  but  if  in  the  course  of  the  day 
he  has,  for  instance,  10,000^.  to  pay,  with 
perhaps  only  UOOOiL  at  his  banker's,  he 
pays  in  the  drafts  he  receives  that  day 
irom  others,  to  make  up  the  sum  he  re- 
quires, for  which  he  also  draws ;  which 
drafts  the  bankers  do  not  usually  pay  the 
bank  notes  upon,  but  uke  them  to  the 
clearing  house  at  four  o'clock,  when  each 
banker  settles  the  di^rence  between  him 
and  each  other  banker,  and  the  balance 
is  uniformly  paid  thai  evening  in  bank 
notes. 
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How  is  the  |»ractice  of  settling  with  the 
bankers  at'  the  west  end  of  the  town  r— ^ 
The  clerks  of  the  city  bankers,  and  the 
bankers,  at  the  west  end  of  the  town, 
bring  their  demands  mtitoally  upon  each 
other,  which  are  always  discharged  on 
both  sides  in  bank  notes. 

How  many  bankers  are  there  that  clear 
their  drafts  at  the  clearing  home  ^<— Forty 
fiye. 

Has  the  number  much  increased  of  late 
years } — Only  increased  thre^  in  the  last 
ten  years. 

Can  yoa  tell  the  average  amount,  or 
near  it,  of  the  transactions  of  one  'day  at 
the  clearing  house  ?— Mo,  but  from  the 
best  conjecture,  which  must  be  a  vague 
one,  about  5  millions,  reckoning  both  re- 
ceived and  paid. 

When  was  the  system  of  the  clearing 
house  first  established  ?— About  35  years 
ago. 

You  know  the  present  number  of  coun- 
try banks  ? — ^About  720  or  730. 

How  many  were  there  in  1790,  1800, 
1805,  and  1808  ?*-!  cannot  tell,  but  in 
the  last  two  years  they  have  increased 
about  a  hundred.    * 

Have  you  any  data  to  enable  you  to 
guess  the  amount  of  promissory  notes  in 
ciiculation  by  the  country  bankers?— No, 
but  I  have  heard  it  calculated  at  thirty 
millions. 

Can  you  inform  the  Committee  if  any 
one  house  circulates  100,000/.  of  one 
and  two  pound  notes?— I  shbuld  think 
not,  I  think  that  I  have  heard  of  as  much 
as  70,000/. 

Do  you  know  whether  any  manufac- 
turers issne  their,  notes  in  payment  to 
their  labourers  r— Some  do,  only  a  few  of 
those  are  made  payable  in  London. 
.  Has  it  not  been  a  custom  for  young  men 
of  inconsiderable  property  to  buy  goods 
iot  manufacturers  at  unusually  long  cre- 
dits, for  the  purposes  of  carrying  to  Saint 
Domingo  or  South  America  upon  specu- 
lation, and  for  which  they  give  in  pay- 
ment bills  at  from  twelve  to  eighteen 
months  date  ? — It  is  the  custom. 

How  do  persons  receiving  tbose  bills 
contrive  to  convert  them  into  money  for 
the  purposes  of  their  own  trade?-  By 
lodging  them  with  good  houses,  and  draw- 
ing other  bills  against  them  at  two  or  three 
months,  and  renewing  them  when  they 
become  due,  and  so  on  till  the  payment 
is  fulfilled. 

Does  not  the  public  moi^ey  paid  in  by 
the  taxgatherers  previous  to  the   divi- 


dends,  creite  for  the  time  A  cctaiidfnMc 
scarcity  of  notes  ?— Yes,  there  is  a  period 
prior  to  the  dividends,  in  wbicb  hr^e 
sums  of  money  are  paid  to  the  Bank  ftoo 
the  taxgatherers,  wbtch  at  such  timeocca* 
sions  greet  scarcity,  and  is  an  iacoQTe- 
nience  to  the  trade. 

Can  yon  form  any  idea  whitvodd  be 
the  eonsequenice  of  reducmg  tke  ibhwoi 
of  the  circulating  paper  in  the  cotntry  by 
refusing  to  discooni  se  largely  ti  m  pa- 
sent  ?-^A  more  •tead3r  and  regular  pnct 
of  all  commodities,  with  mere  ooofidence 
in  all  money  iransaetiona. 

Are  vou  not  of  opinion  that  the  Biok 
of  England  notes  are  at  present  more  coo- 
fined  to  the  circalalion  of  the  metropolu 
and  its  neighbourhood,  than  they  vcrei 
few  years  ago  ? — They  are  very  wwA  »» 
from  the  country  bankers  Mibsuot^ 
their  own. 

May  25,  1810. 

Francis  Horner,  Esq.  in  the  Cliiir. 
Chaeles  Grant,  Esq.  (a  Member  ni  ^ 
Hoose)  examined* 

Can  von  inform  the  Committee,  of  thf 
state  of  the  exchange  between  this  Cm^ 
try  and  India  for  some  time  f»*^^J°* 
East  India  Company  have  drawn  no  m 
upon  India  for  many  years  past,  hot  ther 
are  continually  drawn  upon  from  lw«' 
the  rates  of  exchange  of  the  biiii  dr»i^ 
upon  from  India  and  Chin*  are  fo^ 
much  fixed  in  consequence  of  pkrtjco" 
regulations;    those  fegulationi  ''*|Vr 
spect  to  India  have  arisen  from  tliecoig|| 
tions  on  which  money  has  beea  bonv*»" 
for  the  public  there,  optionally  ptyw'^" 
England,  at   certain  fixed   ratei  •'  ^ 
change  ;  those  rates  of  exchange  tnw 
the  sicca  rupee,  generally  f'*'"/^    j^ 
2».  4td.  per  sicca  rapee,  *^^^^'^J^f„ 
term  of  payment ;  from  Forta-  wjjj 
the  exchange  is  upon  the  P"P'"*'J^. 
is  a  gold  coin,  from  7s.  8rf.  to  8t  «* 
cording  to  the  term.;of  P*y"^L^ 
Bombay  the  exchange  has  *>**"  ^ 
Bombay  rapee,  for  a  aeriei  ^  Jf 'TJ 
at  3s.  6rf. ;  from  China  the  exd»«g  ^ 
been  usually  at  the  rale  of  3i.  ^ 
Spanish  dollar.  ^    ,^^ 

Are  those  the  present  rates  ^'^^'j^ 
Account  I  have  spoken  from  ^^^P**^ 
a  period  of  ten  years,  up  to  ui«  7 

1«08-^-  '     .     •   ihe<J- 

Has  there  been  no  varistion  «  ^^^ 

change  for  some  years  past  ?— ><>'  .^^ 

drawn  upon  the'Compaiiy^  •"/ 

than  I  have  already  mentteoi'* 
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Out  ]FOii  ttato  wbetlMr  llwfoliaibeen  a 
▼ariatMMi,  on  the  part  of  dimwen  and  la* 
mitters  aol  bound  by  the  rmdations  yoQ 
have  spoken  of?-— I  bavo  information  up- 
on tbfat  poini  from  two  of  the  principal 
hoiiaea  in  I/mkIoq  acting  at  agents  far 
mercbants  resident  in  India:  I&d  from 
one  of  those  booses,  tliat  from  the  year 
1800  to  1S04  they  passed  their  bills  on 
London  at  2ff.  6d.  per  sicca  nipee  at  six 
months  sight,  and  2t«  3d.  at  three  months 
sight;  but  from  1 804  to  1 809  their  bills 
were  pretty  oniformly  granted  at  2f .  7d. 
at  twelve  months  date;  and  from  the 
beginning  of  last  year»  that  is,  from  the 
beginning  of  1809*  thejr  rednoed  their  ex- 
change to  2f.  6d.  and  in  some  instances 
to  2#.  5d,  per  sicca  rupee.  Another  emi- 
nent hoese  has  iafiMrmed  me,  that  from 
the  year  1800  to  1607  inclusive,  they 
were  drawn  upon  from  Bengal  at  six 
months  sight,  at  2t.  6d.  the  sicca  rupee,  in 
1808  they  were  drawn  upon  at  2t.  7d.  the 
sicca  rupee,  and  in  1809  at  2S.  6d.  all  at 
the  same  sight. 

Can  yon  state  the  reasona  of  this  varia- 
tion in  the  exchange  P*-!  understand  that 
these  houses  in  India  draw  upon  London 
for  greater  o^  less  sumSi  according  to  the 
exports  of  goods  from  India ;  and  the 
exports  having  diminished  in  the  two  last 
years,  which  produced  a  diminished  de- 
mand upon  them  for  bills,  they  in  conse- 
quence lowered  the  exchange :  and  the 
reason  why  one  house  drew  at  2f.  8d. 
when  the  other  drew  at  2i.  7d.  I  under- 
stand to  have  arisen  from  the  former  of 
those  houses  having  a  much  larger  con* 
cern  in  the  way  of  consigning  goods*  and 
drawing  bills  in  consequence. 

Csn  you  state  the  comparative  quantity 
of  stiver  or  bullion  which  has  gone  to 
India  fur  some  years  past  ?~-I  am  in- 
Ibnned  by  one  of  the  booses  already  men- 
tioned, that  in  the  years  1 803,  4»  and  5, 
when  there  was  little  produce  to  remit 
back  to  India,  the  exchange  was  so  low  as 
1<.  9d.  the  current  rupee,  or  2f.  the  sicca 
rupee ;  and  according  as  the  private  trade 
increased,  it  rose  to  2sl  5d.  and  in  some 
iostsncea  to  2i.  6d.  when  the  price  of  bul- 
lion  was  high :  within  these  few  months 
it  has  been  as  low  as  Qs.  id,  and  2f.  2d. ; 
the  present  rate  is  from  2s.  '2{d  to  2t.  3|d. ; 
bat  there  are  .very  few  inclined  to  draw 
under  2s.  4d.  From  the  other  house  I 
have  the  following  uble  of  the  rates  of 
exchange  for  bills  from  London  upon 
Calcutta:  1800,  bills  at  60  days  sight, 
li.  lid.  at  24.  the  current  rupee ;  1801 
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and  S,  two  shillings  to  2s.  id.;  1803  and  4, 
2i.:  1805,  6,  7,  8  and  9,  is.  lld..to  2t. 

Can  you  state  the  amount  of  bullion  ex- 
ported nrom  London  to  India,  and  China, 
for  seme  yearr  past;  and  also  the  amount 
of  bullion  imported  into  India  fr^m  all 
parts? — I  will  send  the  Committee  the 
Accoonu. 

Has'the  quantity  of  silver  contained  in 
the  sicca  rupee  remained  the  siune  during 
the  yeeis  you  have  mentioned,  in  Quan- 
tity and  fineness  ? — ^Yes,  in  the  sicca  rupee 
of  which  I  have  spoken  ;  but  there  has 
been  no  variation  of  the  standard  of  any 
of  our  Indian  coins  of  late  years. 

Can  you  state  the  quantity  and  fine- 
ness of  the  silver  in  thone  coins  compared 
with  anr  standards  here ;  and  also  what 
the  sicca  rupee,  coined  from  bullion  sent 
from  England,  costs  in  English  money  ?—> 
I  will  Uy  before  the  Committee  the 
Accounts  which  sute  those  particulars. 

Can  you  state  the  relative  value  of  gold 
and  silver  in  India,  whether  it  has  under<» 
none  any  change  within  the  years  you 
have  mentioned  ?— I  believe  it  has  tinder- 
gone  no  change  within  the  years  I  have 
mentioned  ^  in  China  the  relative  value  of 
gold  and  silver  was  as  late  as  the  year 
1730,  about  10  to  1 ;  but  now  it  is  about 
16  to  1.  I  apprehend  the  change  took 
place  many  yeafs  ago*  from  the  continual 
accumulation  of  silver  in  China,  and  pro- 
bably an  increased  demand,  and  a  dimi- 
nished supply  of  gold. 

What  do  you  conceive  to  be  the  rela- 
tive quantity  of  gold  and  silver  in  circu« 
lation  in  India  and  China  ? — In  China,  I 
believe,  there  are  neither  gold  nor  silver 
coins ;  but  I  understand  silver  to  be  the 
great  medium  of  all  transactions  there. 
In  India  silver  coin  is  also  the  great  me- 
dium of  circulation.  I  do  not  understand 
that  gold  is  a  legal  tender  any  where,  ex- 
cept upon  the  Coast  of  Coromandel,  in 
pagodas,  and  in  a  very  limited  way  in  ^ 
gold  mohurs  at  the  principal  British 
settlements. 

Have  the  relative  quantity  of  the  pagoda 
and  the  sicca  rupee  sensibly  altesod 
within  modern  times  ? — ^Tlie  proportion 
between  the  star  pagoda  and  the  Arcot 
rupee  is,  according  to  (he  Account  1  have 
already  referred  to,  13-872  of  silver  to 
one  of  gold,  but  in  exchange  there  are  now 
about  3  Arcot  rupees  and  an  half  given 
for  a  pagoda;  this  exchange  is  generally 
between  the  Coast  of  Coromandel  and 
Bengal. 

Has  the  exchange  varied  much  as  caK 
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culated  behrosn  the  rupee  and  the  pa4poda 
of  late  years? — Yes,  it  i&  rather  £uleii, 
that  is,  less  ba«  been  giTen  for  the  pagoda 
than  for  Arcot  nipees. 

Has  the  intrinsic  Tadoe  of  the  pagoda 
varied  at  all  ?^^No«  neither  the  pagoda 
nor  the  rupee. 

Can  yoa  state  the  quantity  of  coin  is- 
sued ft'om  the  Minis  of  Calcutu  and  Ma- 
dras, in  any  giten  period  ?-^I  .will  6irnish 
the  Committee  with  an  account  of  it. 

What  is  the  expence  of  sending  siUer 
from  hence  to  India  ?— -Including  clarges 
of  shipping,  interest,  insurance  and  the  ex- 
pence  of  coining  in  the  Indian  Mint,  the 
sicca  rupee  has  e<Mt  the  Company  2s.  6d. 
and  837  decimals,  of  which  the  charge  has 
amounted  to  2,941  ',  making  about  10  per 
cent. 

What  is  the  price  you  have  paid  for 
dollars,  in  London^for  a  series  of  past  years } 

TAAr.  Grant  delivered  in  two  papers.) 

Have  you  any  idea  of  the  quantity  of 
silver  circulated  in  India? — I  find,  by  a  re- 
cord of  about  the  year  1750,  before  we 
*  possessed  Bengal,  when  that  country  was 
supposed  to  be  in  a  flourishing  state,  that 
very  year,  upon  the  transmission  of  the 
tribute  paid  to  the  emperor  of  DeUki,  they 
Were  left  with  hardly  any  circulating  me- 
dium ;  and  that  their  calculation,  next 
year,  was  filled  by  the  bullion  which  was 
then  annually  imported  from  Europe.  *  In 
our  own  time,  at  that  season  of  the  year 
when  the  collections  of  the  revenue  ran 
very  low,  there  is  likewise  generally  a 
scarcity  of  circulating  medium.  From 
ihese  and  other  circumstances,  I  conclude 
with  respect  to  Bengal,  and  suppose  the 
same  may  be  concluded  with  respect  to 
the  other  parts  of  British  India,  that  the 
quantity  of  circulating  medium  is  no  more 
fhaa  sufficient  for  the  necessary  transac- 
tions of  the  year,  and  suppose  it  cannot  be 
estimated  beyond  the  annual  amount  of 
the  public^  revenue  of  all  kinds  paid  to  the 
Company,  probably  less. 

Can  you  state  to  the  Committee  what  is 
the  general  state  of  importations  of  bullion 
into  China? — ^The  Company  have  ceased 
of  late  years  to  send  any  bulKon  there ; 
the  chief  of  the  importations  from  abroad 
I  take  to  be  through  the  medium  of  the 
Americans,  and  from  the  Spaniards  at 
Manilla.  The  Company  have  ceased  to 
•end  bullion,  because  they  have  increased 
their  export  of  goods  from  this  country^ 
and  their  presidencies  in  India  have  in- 


creased as  weU  as  the  prifsuke  tsadeis  in 
India  have  increased  th^tir  importaiiooa 
into  China,  wibich  ajre  avaiUUe  by  inifns 
of  biUs  of  .exchange  for  the  provitioii  of 
that  part,  ol  their  retomtng  iAvestmenS 
which  thjur  expsita  of  this  country  do*  mA 
purchase^ 

Mr.  WiUiAM  Thomas,  called  in,  and  exa- 

mined* 

You  are  Inspector  of  the  Clearing* hoai« 
in  Lombard-street  ?"-*Yes. 

How  many  bankers  send  their  clerka 
tfaeieevery  evening ?<-Hl 6. 

Can  you  form  an  average  of  the  amonol 
of  drafb  brought  into  the  hoiu^  daily  with 
the  exception  of  settling  days  and  India 
prompU  ?— About  4^700,000  daily. 

Are  not  those  drafts  so  brought,  ex* 
changed  with,  each  individual  banker  for 
others  which  may  he  drawn  upon  them  ?— « 
Just  so. 

0/ course  they  cannot  be  exactly  evesj 
how  are  the  differences  paid  ?-*$y  Bank 
notes. 

What  average  amount  of  Bank  note^  is 
sufficient  to  pay  all  the  balances  of  thia 
VOQyOOOt?— About  22OJOOOL  in  Bank 
notes. 

Upon  particular  days  as  above  specified^ 
are  nnt  the  accounts  much  greater } — Yes^ 
sometimes  to  the  amount  of  about  ^OO^OcOt 

And  what  is  the  amount  upon  the  whole 
oi  those  clays  ?— U|/on  the  settling  days  al 
the  stock  exchange  the  whole  amount  of 
the  drafls  paid  would  he  about  14  millions. 

Dues  it  not  appear  to  you,  that  a  littlo 
more  than  one -tenth  of  bank  notes  is  sttP 
ficient  to  settle  the  whole  amount  of  the 
drafts  that  come  through  the  clearing* 
house? — Yes. 

Has  there  been  any  great  increase  of 
late  years  in  the  Cleanng-honse  ?-p-lt  U  a 
point  that  was  never  enquired  into  before* 

Has  the  quantity  of  business,  done  al  the 
Clearing-house  been  much  encreased  of 
late  years?— Very  considerably. 

How  long  has  the  systen  yon  have  de» 
scribed  fxisted  ? — The  present  system 
only  about  14  months;  the  system  of 
clearing  has  been  in  existence  aboni  $S 
years;  the  14  months  is  a  new  arrange- 
ment, but  it  does  not  at  all  alter  the  amount 
of  bank  notes  passing. 

Has  there  been  any  material  improva- 
Dent  in  the  system  of  late  years,  so  as  to 
reduce  the  quantity  of  bank  notes  neces- 
sary for  making  payments  ?«*Not  any.  ^ 
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Repout  from  the  Commissioners  on  Saleable  Offices  in  the 'Courts 
OF  Law. — Ordered^  by  the  House  qJ  Commons^  to  be  printed^  5th 
June  \6\Q. 


To  tbe  King'ft  Most  Excellent  Majesty. 

RxpOKT  from  the  Commissioners  ap- 
pointed by  Lettem  Patent  under  the 
Ureat  Seal  of  tbe  United  Kingdom 
of  Great  Britain  irtd  Ireland,*—"  to 
tniike  enqufry,  ahd  ivport  to  his  Ma- 
jetty, what  Offices  or  Appoititments,  in 
the  se^^eral  Courts  of  Chaucenr.Kin^s 
Bench,  Oomnion  Plea's,  and  Exche- 
ouer,  are  now  saleable ;  and  what  is 
ine  present  or  arerage  Talue  there- 
of: and  What  the  amount  of  the 
Emoluments  derived  therefrom,  by 
the  persons  actually  employed  in  the 
dh^hflrge  of  the  duties  thereof,  where 
•uch  duties  are  not  discharged  by 
tbe  principals;  and  what  is  the  na- 
ture and  extent  of  the  Duties  per- 
ibrmed  bv  the  several  Officers  afore- 
askid ;  an J*wfaat  regulaitbna  and  pro- 
visions might,  with  advantage  to  the 
Public,  be  made,  respecting  the  Sa- 
laries, Fetes,  or  other  J^oiuraents  of 
such  Offices,  or  Appointments,  from 
the  time- when  the  sale  of  them  should 
be  prohibited  ;  regard  being  had  to 
the  dignity  of  tbe  Officers  in  whem 
ioch  right  of  Sale  i^  now  vested,  to 
the  proper  remuneration  of  the  Per- 
sona dischargingthe  functions  of  such 
Offices,  whether  aa  jPrincipals  or  De- 
ptttiea,  and  to  the  present  Charge 
upon  the  Public  Revenue  for  pay- 
ment of  tbe  Salaries  t6  the  Judges  of 
the  said  Courts  respectively;  and 
abo,  anv  Observations  which  may 
occur  willt  reference  to  any  of  such 
Offices  or  Appointments,  whereby  it 
may  apf^ar  tiiat  any  inconvenience 
may  be  derived  to  the  Public,  or  the 
suitors,  ffoAi  taking  away  the  right 
of  Sale  of  any  such  Offices  or  Ap- 
pointments, either  upon  the  original 
Appointment,  or  upon  any  transfer 
or  assignment  of  the  same;  And  to 
report  lo  his  Majesty  their  Proceed- 
tfi^s  had  by  virtue  of  the  said  Com- 
mission, tbgethef  with  such  other  mat- 
ters, if  anjr,  as  may  b«  deserving  of 
hit  Majesty's  royal  consideration, 
cettceffiing  the  premises/' 

Yetr  Comftkissioners,  in  order  to  carry 
the  objeei  of  the  stid  Conimiama  into 


efiect,  appointed  Mr.  Henry  Dealtry  to 
be  their  Clerk  :•— And  having  referred  to 
the  27  th  Report  of  the  Select  Committee 
of  the  House  of  Cdmmons  on  Finance, 
dated  the  2dth  of  June  1798,  in  order  to 
learn  What  Offices  or  Appointments  be- 
long  to  the  several  Courts  named  jn  the 
Commission,and  in  whom,the  rightof  nomi* 
nating  to  such  Offices  or  Appointments  is 
vested;  and  finding  theretirom  that  the 
nomination  to  several  of  such  Offices  or 
Appointments  belongi  to  ydur  Majesty, 
ana  presuming  that  these  could  not  be 
considered  as  saleable  Offices  or  Appoint- 
menta,  they  did  not  feel  themselves  atf- 
thorized  to  make  any  further  en(|uirv  re- 
specting the  same ;  but  they  caosea  re- 
quisitions to  be  sent  to  the  several  other  per- 
sons to  whom  the  nomination  to  Offices  or 
Appointments  in  each  of  the  Courts  named 
in  theCommitsion  appeared  to  belong,  rc^ 
quiring  them  to  signify  to  the  Commis- 
siotiers  whether  they  considered  any  and 
which  of  the  Offices  or  Appointments  in 
their  disposal  to  be  saleable. 

To  all  these  requisitions  your  Majesty's 
Comrnissioners  received  answers,  and  in 
every  case  Where  an  answer  was  received, 
intimating  that  any  Office  or  Appoint* 
ment  was  considered  to  be  saleable,  your 
Majesty's  Commiisioners  required  the  per- 
son holding  such  Office  or  Appointment  to 
state  to  them  the  nature  and  extent  of  the 
duties  of  such  Office  or  Appointment,  the 
hours  of  attendance  at  the  Office,  and  the 
holidays  kept  there ;  also  the  gross  amourtt 
of  the  Fees  or  Emoluments  of  such  Office 
or  Appointment  for  the  last  S  years,  speci- 
fying the  deductions  or  out-paynient^) 
(except  the  Property  Tax)  and  distinguish* 
ing  what  part  of  such  Fees,or  Emoluments, 
had  been  paid  td  the  person  or  persons  ac- 
tually emplojredln  the  discharge  of  the  du- 
ties of  the  Office, in  case  such  duties  had  not 
been  discharged  by  the  principal ;  and  the 
several  statements  received  in  consequence 
of  such  requisitions  have  been  verified 
upon  oath. 

The  resoh  of  these  enquiries  has  been 
to  satisfy  your  Majesty's  Comnkisstoners, 
that  in  the  Courts  of  Chancery  and  Ex- 
chequer there  is  not  any  Office  or  Ap- 
pointment which  can  be  considered  aa 
saleairle.  The  office  of  Clerk  of  the 
Errort  in  the  Exchequer  Chamber,  upon 
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which  your  Commissioners  will  have  oc« 
casiou  presently  to  report,  appearing  to  be 
an  Office  whicti  may  be  more  properly' 
classed,  with  the  Offices  of  tlie  Coort  oi 
Common  Pleas^  to  the  Chief  Justice  of 
which  Coart^  as  the  head,  of  the  Court  of 
Exchequer  Chamber^  the  nomination  to 
that  Oflice  belongs^  than  with  the  Offices 
of  the  Court  of  Exchequer,  to  which  it  is 
assigned  by  the  Committee  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  iu  the  Report  above  referred 
to. 

With  respect  tg  Officer  or  Appointments 
in  the  Courts  of  King's  Bench  and  Com- 
mon Pleas,  it  appears  to  your  Comgiis- 
sioners  that  the  most  perspicuous  course 
will  be  to  state  to  your  Majesty,  first,  the 
result  of  their  enquiries,  and  their  obser- 
vations upon  such  result  with  respect  of 
each  of  those  Courts,  separately  and  dis- 
tinctly. 

In  the  Court  of  Ring's  Bench,  it  ap- 
pears to  tbem  that  the  following  persons 
hold  Offices  or  Appointments  which  are 
saleable,  and  that  the  right  of  nomination 
to  such  Offices  or  Appointments  is  as 
follows;  viz. 

The  Chief  Clerk,  the  Clerk  of  the  Trea- 
sury and  Custos  Brevlum,  ^be  Filacer 
Exigenter  and  Clerk  of  the  Outlawries, 
appointed  by  the  Lord  Chief  Justice. 

The  Clerk  of  the  Rules  on  the  Plea  side, 
the  Clerk  of  the  Papers  on  the  same  sjde, 
the  Clei'k  of  the  Declaration,  the  Clerk 
of  the  Common  Bails,  !tlstreats,  and  Pos- 
tea^,  the  Clerk  of  the  Dockets,  appointed 
by  the  Chief  Clerk. 

The  Clerks  of  the  Inner  and  Out^r  Tr^* 
•ury,  the  Clerks  of  Nisi  Prius,  the  Bag- 
bearer  on  the  Plea  side,  appointed  by  the 
Gustos  Brevium. 

The  nature  and  extent  of  the  duties  of 
the  several  officers  who  hold  these  sale- 
able Offices,  the  iioufs  of.  attendance  at 
their  Offices,  the  holidays  kept  there,  and 
the  amount  of  their  Fees  and  Emoluments, 
as  detailed  by  themselves,  are  stated  in 
the  Appendix  to  this  Report. 

From  these  Statements  it  will  appear, 
that  the  net  annual  Receipts  of  the  several 
officers  above  mentioned,  upon au  average 
of  ihree  years  ending  at  the  period  when 
the  accounts  were  last  made  up  respec- 
tively, were  as  follows—subject  to  the 
deduction  of  the  Property  Tax,  and  to  the 
allowances  made  to  the  several  Deputies 
by  whom  the  Duties  of  some  of  the  Offices 
wore  discharged ; — viz^. 

OpFicF.fl  executed  by  Deputy: 

The  Chief  Clerk,  receipt  O^SOt  18*. 
td,i  paid  the  Deputy  SKK)/. 


Tbe  Coalot  Breviam»  reoeipt  2,0191. 
44L ;  the  Depaties  are  paid  by  Fees  ui; 
to  them. 

The  Filacer  Exigenter  and  Ckrk.of  iM 
Outlawries,  receipt  5,104/.  l6t.  9i\  m 
the  Deputies  SCtL  5m.  J 

The  Clerk  of  the  De€larationt,iecd|l 
194/. ;  paid  the  Deputy  lUOi,  I 

The  Clerk  of  the  ConunQi  BaiU 
Estreats,  and  Posteas,  receipt  22'>l.  ul 
i(M<.;  paid  the  Deputy  100/.  I 

The  Clerk  of  the  Dockets,  receipt  ft3Ui 
U.&d.;  paid  the  Deputy  29O/.  7<.  ii 

TbeQerk  of  Nisi  Pries  fortkW 
tern  and  Oxfofd  Circoim,  receipt  MIL 
1  Is.  4^. ;  paid  the  Deputy  79/.  Oi.  lOi 

Total  Receipt  15,022/.  19s.  Sit-;  H 
the  Deputies,  l,S56L  \39^ 

Opptcbs  execaied  in  Pbrsov. 

^.15,0tf  1«  ^ 

The  Clerk  of  the  Rules  on 

the  Pleat  side S,m  11  ' 

Clerk  of  the  Papers  on  Do.    1,580  -  it 

The  Clerk    of    the   Iniwr 

Treasury   325  li 

The  Clerk   of   the    Outer 

Treasury    15«  \9 

The  Clerk  of  Nisi  Prius  for 
London  and  other 
Cities ^W    1  ' 

Do.  for  Northern  and  Nor- 
folk Circuits  •..•      3J7  10  i 

Do.  for  Home  and*  Mid- 
land Circuits- 200  12  i 

TheRigbearer •«•.«•••»       *^  '^'* 

'     ,*        X.  2|^»JJ 

And  it  appears  to  yeur  Majesty'i  ^* 
missioners,  that  when  the  sala  of  OflKc*'* 
the  several  Courts  of  Racoid  at  Wt^f*" 
ster  shall  be  entirely  probibitsd^  P^^ 
may  be  made  towarcis  the  payipsof  <^^ » 
salaries  to  the  Lord  Chisf  J«*c!"* 
the  other  Judges  of  the  Court  o«  ^ 
Bench,  and  that  the  charge  ]!gV|^f 
Revenue  may  be  lessened^  ^^^^^ 
Chief  Clerk,  Custos  B^tfimsJ^ 
Exiuenter  and  Clerk  of  the  OalbJ^' 


Clerk  of  the  Deelaratiooi,  Clerk  0^ 


Common  Bails  Estreats  and  Poi^  .-^ 
of  the  DockeU,  and  Clerk  of  |f  rT 
Prius  for  the  Western  and  O^cfcrd Jift*^ 
as  well  as  the  Offices  ^(Ckikcimj^ 
for  the  Home  and  Midland  •^/f^Z 
Northern  and  Norlolk  CircuiHr  •T^  JJ^ 
London  and  other  cities  whetes^*^^^ 
hekl»  were  executed  in  psivw^  '^*'"Tl.. 
as  if  that  were  do^e^  all  the  fi«^  »^  >*' 
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abte  migbi  be*  received  by  the  principal 
officers,  who  might  be  authorized  to  retain 
•Qch  proportion  of  them  as  may  be  thought 
proper,  rcfard  being  had  to  the  dignity 
of  tkese  offices,  and  to  a  proper  remune- 
ration  for  diiicharging  the  functions  of  them ; 
and  they  might  be  accountable  for  the 
residue  of  such  fees. 

Looking  at  the  subject  in  this  point  of 
▼iew,  your  Majesty's  Commissioners  appre- 
hend that  if  the  Ofice  of  Prothonotary  or 
Chief  Clerk  of  the  Court  of  King's  Bench 
were  executed  in  person,  there  might  be 
no  occasion  for  an  assistant  to  the  Secon- 
dary or  Master  on  the  Plea  side  of  the 
Court,  according  to  the  present  establish- 
ment, and  that  if  the  Office  of  Custos  Bre- 
▼ium  were  so  executed,  be  might,  with  the 
assistance  of  CJerks  to  be  paid  by  him- 
self, discharge  all  the  functions  of  the 
Clerks  of  the  inner  and  outer  Treasury, 
and  of  the  Clerks  of  Nisi  Prius,  which  last- 
mentioned  officers,  according  to  the  infor- 
mation they  have  furnished^  are  entitled 
to  verjr  con«derable  fees  for  supposed 
transcripts  of  the  Nisi  Prius  Records  from 
the  Plea  KolJs,which  transcripts  are  seldom 
if  ever  made»  the  Nisi  Prius  Records  being 
now  always  engrossed  by  Ihe  Clerks  in 
Court,  or  Attomies  for  the  parties,  and  the 
Clerks  of  Nisi  Prius  doing  little  more  than 
matters  of  form. 

With  respect  to  the  Offices  of  Clerk '  of 
the  Rules,  and  Clerk  of  the  Papers  on  the 
Plea  side  of  the  said  Court,  both  which 
Offices  are  considered  as  being  saleable,  it 
appears  to  your  said  Commissioners,  that 
afler  the  sale  of  them  shall  be  abolished,  it 
may  be  expjsdient  that  those  Officers  should 
receive  to  their  own  use  only  a  certain  pro- 
portion of  the  fees  belonging  to  the  said 
Offices,  and  should  be  accountable  for  the 
residue,  otherwise  the  abolition  of  the 
sale,  instead  of  lessening  the  charge  on  the 
Kevenoe,  wouk)  operate  to  give  those  Offi- 
cers as  large  a  remuneration  for  their  ser- 
rices  only,  as  has  hitherto  been  received 
by  them  for  their  services  and  purchase 
money  together. 

And  it  further  appears  to  your  said  com- 
missioners, that  the  offices  of  Clerk  of 
the  Papers,  and  Clerk  of  the  Declarations, 
may  with  advantage  to  the  suitors  be  exe- 
cuted by  the  same  person ;  and  that  the 
Pleas  or  the  general  issue  should  be  en- 
tered with  htm,  instead  of  being  •  entered 
with  the  Clerk  of  the  Doc<)uets,  and 
by* this  arrangement,^  greater  <sum  may 
be  applied  towards  the  payment  of  the 
Miaaea  of  thft  Lord  Chiei^  Justice  and  the 


other'  Judges  than  could  be  done  if  all  the 
officers  now  employed  were  to  be  rennme* 
rated. 

According  to  the  hiformation  your  M^ 
jesty's  Commissioners  have  received  on 
the  examination  of  the  di0erent  officers, 
the  net  sums  aimually  received  by  the 
Chief  Clerk,  the  Custos  Brevium,  and  Fi- 
lacer Exigenter  and  Clerk  of  the  Outlaw- 
ries, and  the  Officers  belonging  to  them, 
whose  duties  are  executed  by  Deputy, 
on  an  average  of  three  years  ending  at  the 
respective  periods  at  which  their  accounts 

weremadeup,  were £A5fl22  10    S 

The  net  Fees  received  by 
those  who  executed 
the  Offices  were  some^ 
what  less  than  one- 
eleventh  part  of  them,  ' 

being  1,556  IS    0 

Leaving  a  balance  of  Fees 
received  by  officers 
notexecuting  any  part  ■ 

of  the  duties,  of. 13,660    6    3 

To  which,  if  there  be  added 
one*third,  for  exam- 
ple, of  the  profits  of 
the  Offices  of  Clerk 
of  the  Rules,  and 
Clerk  of  the  Papers, 

being  1,654  10  10 

And  three-fourths,  for  ex- 
ample, of  the  Office^ 
of  the  three  other 
Clerks  of  Nisi  Prius, 
being  ; 1,055     8    S£ 


The  annual  amount  of  these 

somswillbe  ^.16,376     5     ^ 


From  which,  after  there  shall  have 
been  deducted  such  sums  as,  on  account  of 
the  dignity  of  their  offices,  may  be  thought 
fit  to  be  allowed  to  the  i^'incipal8  dis* 
charging  the  functions  of  them,  beyond 
the  amount  of  the  Fees  and  Salaries  which 
hitherto  have  either  been  paid  and  receiv- 
ed by  their  Deputies,  or  for  which  the 
said  Offices  might  have  been  executed  by 
Deputy,  there  probably  would  remain  a 
sum  of  from  12  to  «£.  15,000,  or  upwards, 
which  might  be  annually  applied,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  sums  which  are  now  account* 
ed  for  by  Various  Officers  to  the  Lord  Chief 
Justice  and  other  Judges  of  the  Court  of 
King's  Bench,  and  in  diminution  of  the 
charge  upon  the  Public  Revenue,  for  pay- 
ment of  salaries  of  the  Chief  Justice  and 
Judges  of  the  said  Court,  subject,  however, 
to  increase  and  diminution,  as  the  boiinets 
of  the  Court  may  rary. 
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In  the  Conriof  CoBUBoiiPieMy  it  ap* 
p9an  to  your  Majesty's  comnunoocM^ 
th&t  the  following  persons  hold  Offickis  or 
AppointnMite  which  hav«  beoi  considered 
M  9ii)efti>)c,  and  that  the  right  of  nomtnai- 
tion  to  snch  Offices  or  Appointmeats  it  as 
follows : 

TW  first  and  third  PnithonoCaries,  the 
Clerk  of  the  King's  Silver,  tha  Clerk  of 
the  Jurata,  the  Clerk  of  the  Basoigins,  the 
Clark  6f  the  Warrants  Inrolmentk  and  £»- 
treats,  tile  £sigenler»  the  Clerk  of  the 
tibpisrstdeas^  the  Filacers*  andthe  Clerk 
of  ihe  Errors  in  the  Exchequer  Chamber, 
appointed  by  the  Lord  Chief  Jostica. 

The  second  Prothonotary,  and  the  Clerk 
of  the  Juries,  are  appointed  bv*thkrLord 
Chief  Justice,  en  the  nomination  of  the 
Castos  Brevium. 

The  three  Secondaries  by  the  respective 
Protbonotaries. 

The  nature  and  extent  of  the  dnties  of 
the  6a?erRl  officers  who  hold  these  saleable 
Qffioes,  the  hdurs  of  attendance  at  their 
Offices,  the  holidays  kept  there,  and  the 
amount  of  their  Fees  and  Btheluments,  as 
detailed  by  themselves,  are  stated  in  the 
Appendix,  II.  Bui  with  respect  to  the 
times  of  attendance,  it  seems  that  the  duties 
of  some  of  the  Officers,  both  of  the  Court 
of  King's  Bench.aod  of  the  Common  Pleas, 
do  not  require  the  degree  of  attendance 
which  i  j  stated  by  the  officers.  And  that  it 
has  probably  been  so  detailed  by  them 
from  the  same  persons  executing  more 
Offices  than  one,  some  of  which  requiring 
an  attendance  to  the  extent  stated,  has 
prevented  a  distinction  being  made  be- 
tween the  hours  of  attendance  of  such  dif- 
ferent Officers  ;  of  this  the  Clerks  of  Nisi 
Pritts  in  the  King's  Bench,  and  the  Clerks 
nf  thus  Jarata,  and  Juries  in  the  Cevrt  of 
Cooinion  Pleas,  are  instances. 

From  these  statements  it  will  appear, 
that  the  net  annual  receipts  of  the  several 
Officers  of  the  Coart  of  CommonPleas  above 
mentioned,  upon  an  average  of  three 
years  ending  at  the  periods  when  the  ae* 
eoitnia  were  last  made  up  respactively, 
were*  as  f6llow ;— subject  to  the  deduction 
0i  the  Property  Tto,and  to  the  allowances 
made  t5  the  several  deputies  by  whom  the 
4ntiesof  some  of  the  offices  werediseharged, 

OtFtcaas  executed  by  Dkpott. 

The  Clerk  of  the  King's  Silver,  receipt 
5^L  9a.  4i. ;  paid  Deputy,  9lM.  Its.  IQd. 

The  Clerk  df  the  Jorata  on  an  averate 
^ t«ro yearsir receipt JMM.  lOf^  TAj  ptid 
Deputy,  12/.  I8i. 


The  eiertt  of  tki  BMign^  reeieSpt  14df.; 
paifl  Deputy,  70/. 

The  Clerk  of  the  Warrants^  Bnnfknamla, 
and  Estreats,  receipt  06SIL  Ite ;  paidDsk 
poty,  2121/.  I9f.9d, 

The  Clerk  of  the  XarieS|  i%e4«^ 
72/.  lOf.  lldlf  patdDapoty,  til.  id*. 

The  Clerk  of  the  Errors  in  the  Sscfae- 
quer  Chamber,  receipt  9,393/L^  illt.  7<f. ; 
paid  Deputy,  1951. 

The  Filacer  for  Sorney,  Sussex  and 
Kent,  Hants  and  Wilta,  nscaipt  27 1  /.  4si ; 
pakl  Deputy,  45/.  4i. 

Do.  for  Norfolk  and  Norvnch,  SuSbrtf, 
Northampton,  Salopi  Rutland,  and  Men- 
month ;  Lancraster,  Chester  and  Dorhaai* 
receipt  5tf/.  5s. ;  paid  Deputy,  III  50L 

Do.  for  Derby,  Leicester;  Notts^  afld 
Warwick,  receipt  SO/. ;  paid  Depa^f ,  61 

Do.  for  Cambridge  and  Hontmgdon, 
Safibik  and  Lincoln,  receipt  31  /.  5«. ;  paid 
Deputy,  6L  3t; 

Do.  for  Biiex  and  Herts,  receipt 40/.  10s.; 
paid  Depnty,  IW.  lOr. 

Total  Receipt  4,4061.  iQr.  5if.;  total 
paid  Deputies  739/L  On.  ItL 

Offices  executed  in  P&bson. 


Three  Prothonotsries,  ^aeb 
1,627/.  13s.  4</.  including  »5f. 
each  deducted  in  their  Retnm 
for    Premittsis  on    Lile   In« 
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4,4061  10  5 


4,^3   O    0 
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5   0 


Burance        •        •        . 

The  Register  an«  Clerk  of 
the  Supersedeas 

The  Filacer  for  London  and 
Middlesex,  Bedft>nl,  Berks, 
Bodes,  J  Oxford,  Cornwall, 
Gloucester,  Hereford  and  Wor» 
caster,  including  400/.  dt.*  de* 
ducted  in  his  Return  for  Pre- 
mium on  Insurance,  and  inte^ 
rest  of  Purchase  Mcoey    «   •1,299 

Ditto,  for  Someraetshire, 
Bristol,  Dorset  and  Foole       -     31  14  11 

Ditto,  forDaron  and&eter, 
Cumberland,  Westmoreland, 
Northumberland,  and  New^* 
castle*npmi-Tyne,  YorkihH^, 
City  of  York,  and  Kingsien* 
npon-Httll         m 

Three  Secondaries,  indud* 
ing  120/.  each  deducted  in 
their  Return  for  Interest  of 
Purchase  Money  and  Pira^ 
raiums  of  Insoranoe      »       •  1,410  O  o 


•    04  10    6 


wMli 


n^ 


£:  fs,i02  4  2 


jLotftlfanlietittpMn  to  yo«r  U^jmf^ 

i^pi^n  ilk*  IHftbli«  JRcTfUMie»  fix  ihejMy- 
n^nt  oS  the  MtolM  of  fthe  Lord  Chief 
Justice^  99A  tke  9lbciir  Jwlgei  of  tbo  Cowrt 
of  £Qi»m<>o  Pletfw  flpay  be  eMiMderably 
Ie«eene«i»  (such  reguiA  beUig  bed  ei  afoie^ 
mM}  if  tbe  nomber  of  PfouQiioteries  mi 
Secwideriee  were  reduced  W  ivo  Praifao* 
solfuries  Md  two  Seoonderi^e,  who  wo«kl 
hm  iMy  eufficieat  lo  iraM^Qt  the  bttsioeai 
of  UmI  Co^rt»  BOW  perforeM  by  tbreo 
Prothonoitaries  end  tbree  iSeeonderiee^  ia- 
Mmuch  M  ibe  buMBeift  of  tifoilar  offioee  in 
tlie  Court  of  King's  Bench,  the  butinoss  of 
which  Court  i«  oHich  greater  then  that  of 
the  Court  of  Common  Pleae,  is  traneaeted 
by  four  OiEcem }  and  if  ihe  nomber  of 
Protbe«o4af iee  and   Seoondariee    nhoiild 
be  so  rediif  ad,  as  no  consideration  will  be 
paid  ftir  these  Offices  after  the  sale  qS  them 
shall  be  abolished j  (be  two  Prottoonolaries 
and  two  Secondaries  would,  as  is  appro* 
bendedj  be*  sufficiently  r«aiuaerated  for 
tboir  additional  tioubie  if  they  should  re* 
aptetively  retain,  not  more  than  two»tbirds 
of  tbe  fiMs  of  all  those  Offices^  and  be  ac- 
countable for  Ihe  remainder. 

And  it  furthi^r  appeam  to  your  said 
Commissioners*  that  the  offices  of  Filacam 
for  the  ieveral  counties  mav  be  well  axa- 
•uied  b^  one  person,  and  that  he  wmild 
be  sufficiently  remunerated  far  eaecuting 
the  mme  by  reraiaing  a  proportion  of  the 
fem  of  those  Offices,  not  exceeding  one 
half  of  them }  and  that  he  shoold  bo  we-* 
oonntable  for  th^  remainder. 

And  it  fortber  appears  to  your  said 
Commissioners,  that  the  several  Offices  of 
Clerk  of  the  EssoigM,  Oork  of  the  King's 
silver.  Clerk  of  tbe  Warrants  Inroimtnia 
and  firtse^l^  Clerk  ot  the  Juries,  Clerk  of 
ibe  Jurata»  whose  Office  corretponds  with 
that  of  Clerk  of  Nisi  Priui  in  tbe  King's 
Bsncb,  and  the  Clerk  of  the  Errors  in  the 
Eachequer  Chamber,  shouM  be  executed 
by  the  Officers  themaelTea,  of  which  mote 
than  one  may  be  eoMcnted  by  one  person, 
and  that  they  should  only  receiite  a  cer- 
tain proportioo^the  foe^  of  those  offices, 
and  be  accountahie  foe  the  residue. 

Aceordtng  to  tbe  information  your  Ma- 
jesty's Commissioneia  have  receiTed  from 
tbe  examination  o^  the  difierent  OCoeti  of 
the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  abpst  me*' 
tioned,  including  Principals  and  Deputies, 
Ihe  whole  amount  of  the  keM  annually  re* 
ccifed,  oa  aaaveraM  of  three  yeara^  en<^ 
iag  at  the  panod  when  the  acconma  \rere 
last  made  up,  wae  IStlOSfc  it,  2fL 


-    19$  IS     7 


70    0    0 


From  urbicb,  by  deducting 
tbe  Fcqs  received  by  one 
Protbonolary,  being     -      •«  1,627  15   4 

By  on^  Secondary,  being   •     470  U   O 

Half  the  Fees  received  by 
all  tbe  Filacers    r     -     -     -   913   7    2 

Tbe  Fees  Received  by  the 
Clerk  of  the  ling's  Silver, 
after  payment  of  bis  Deputy  321  16    0 

By  the  Clerk  of  tbe  Jurata» 

after  a  like  payment    -    •    - 

'  BytbeClerkoftheEuoigns, 

after  a  like  payment    -    -    - 

By  the  Clerk  of  the  War- 
rants, Inroln)eaU,and  Estreats, 
after  a  like  payment    •    -    -4i6ll6    9 

By  the  Cierk  of  the  Juries, 
after  a  like  payment     -   -   »    60    I    II 

By  tbe  Clerk  of  the  Errors 
in  tae  Exchequer  Chamber, 
^fter  a  like  payment    -    *    -£,208  J  6   7 

The  amount  of  tbe  Deduc- 
tion will  malm  a  sum  of  -  £.  6,327  10  10 

By  means  of  which  deductions^  after 
allowing  .such  sums  as  may  be  proper  to 
b^  added  to  what  the  Deputies  now  ra-> 
ceivoj  in  order  that  a  proper  cemuueration 
may  be  made  to  ihe  Priucipals  who  shall 
execute  the  functions  of  these  Offices  aftai 
the  sade  of  tbem  shall  be  aboli.ihed,  there 
will  remain  probably  a  sum  of  not  lem 
tban  between  5,00pi.  and  6,000/.  par 
annum,  applicable  to  the  payment  of  the 
Salaries  of  tbe  Lard  Chief  Justice  and  the 
other  Judges  of  the  Court  of  Common 
Pio%i,  subject,  however,  to  increase  or 
diminutioii,  as  tbe  busiaess  of  the  Count 
may  vary. 

It  further  appears  to  your  M^ity'f 
Commissteners,  that  the  remuneration  to 
be  made  to  the  ()ffiren»»  both  of  ihe  Cou^t 
of  King's  Bench  and  Comoion  fleas,  who 
sbail  be  accountable  for  any  p^*t  of  their 
fees,  should  not  be  a  fitted  stipulated  sum, 
but  a  certain  proportion  ol  the  gross 
amoanit  of  tbe  fees  vhi*y  sbali  receive  ^fics 
deducting  such  stuns  as  are  payabia  tii^re* 
out  to  the  Judges  and.  otber  officers  of  \h^ 
said  CouEtSp  and  the  Stamp  Duties)  in 
order  to.  ensure  a  proper  attention  to  the 
dhH:hai;iie  of  their  duties  and  ibe  receipt 
of  the  ms,  out  of  which  proportion  tbere 
should  he  discharged  and  paid  the  Salaries 
of  Clerks,  and  other  nece^^sary  espcncos 
of  tbe  said  ie«pective  Offices. 

As  Ia  putting  tfa#  ea^amplM  of  tbe  pro* 
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portions  of  the  faet  which  certain  officers 
9iight  be  allowed  to  retain,  the  calculation 
has  proceeded  on  a  consideration  of  the 
net  amount  of  the  fees  i«ceived  by  them, 
a^oorcBng  to  which  only  it  was  possible  to 
form  an  opinion  what  soms  of  money  might 
probably  be  applied  to  lessen  the  charge 
on  the  public  revenue,  it  may  be  proper  to 
notice,  that  the  same  proportions  cannot 
be  obserred  in  determining  what  part  of 
the  fgam  amount  of  the  said  fees  ought  to 
be  retained  by  those  Officers,  inasmuch  as 
the  amount  of  the  salaries  of  Clerks,  and 
other  necessary  expences  to  be  paid  by 
the  Officers,  when  added  to  what  may  be 
a  proper  remuneration  for  their  services, 
would  not  leave  the  same  proportions  of 
the  gross  amount  of  the  fees  to  be  retained 
and  accounted  for  as   in    the  examples 
above  mentioned:  and  that  in  determin- 
ing what  may  be  a  proper  remuneration  of 
the  persons  discharging  the  functions  of 
Hiose  Offices  or  Appointments  care  should 
be  taken  that  the  proportion  of  fees  to  be 
retained  by  them  on  that  account  should 
not  in  any  case  be  so^reat  as  to  enable 
them,  by  the  assistance  of  others,  to  dis- 
charge those  functions  without  being  them- 
selves constantly  and  effi>ctively  attendant 
on  their  duties,  otherwise  their  attendance 
may  become  little  more  than  formal,  and 
the  charge  on  the  public  revenue  will  not 
be  lessened  in  the  degree  in  which  it  may 
be.    At  the  same  time,  it  appears  to  your 
Majestjr's  Commissioners,  that  the  propor- 
tion of  fees  should  be  such  as  to  induce 
men  of  character,  education  and  ability 
(respect  being  had  to  the  rank  of  such 
several  Officers  in  the  said  Courts,  and  to 
the  nature  of  their  duties)  to  undertake  the 
discharge  of  them;  and  with  that  view,  it 
may  be  a  matter  proper  to  be  considered, 
whether  it  may  not  be  fit  to  provide,  that 
no  person  shall  be  appointed  to  succeed 
on  a  vacancy  who  shaU  not  have  been  for 
a  certain  number  of  years  a  practising  bar* 
rister,  attorney,  solicitor,  or  officer  of  one 
of  the  said  courts,  or  a  clerk  to  such  offi- 
cer.   But  inasmuch  as  an  increase  or  di- 
minution of  business  may  hereafter  cause 
such  proportion  of  fees  to  exceed  or  fall 
short  of  a  proper  remuneration  to  the  said 
officers,  it  may  be  right  that  power  should 
be  given  to  the  chief  justices  and  judges 
of  the  said  courts  reniectively,  with  the 
approbation  of  the  lord  high  chanc^lor  or 
keeper  of  the  great  seal  for  the  time  oeing, 
to  increase  or  diminish  such  proportion ; 
and  that  the  Appointment  or  Nomination 
to  all  such  Offices  in  the  said  Courts  as  are 


by  law  how  aaleaUe,  and  to  wkkk  tbe 
^persons  bmng  right  of  aale  have  hitherto 
nominated  or  aopointed,  shon14,  sftcr  tie 
sale  thereof  sbaUl  be  abolished,  be  msde  by 
the  Chief  Justices  of  the  said  Couru  lupec* 
tively,  or  the  senior  poisne  Judge  thmd 
during  the  vacancy  oif  tbe  said  respectin 
Offices  of  Chief  Justice ;  and  that  all  sock 
officers  should  be  obliged  to  keep  booh 
and  tnake  in  them  regular  and  true  entra 
of  all  tbe  fees  they  may  receive,  to  bete- 
riiied  on  qath  before,  and  examined,  tigiK 
and  allowed  by,  one  or  more  of  tbe  jodga 
of  the  said  respectiTC  courts  within  a  cer* 
Uin  time  after  the  end  of  every  tens,  vl 
to  pay  over  the  balances  to  such  penou 
as  may  be  appointed  to  receive  then. 

And  it  further  appears  to  year  Ma- 
jesty's Commissioners,  that  some  jMOoii 
whoha^  purchased  their  offices  ioroor 
Majesty's  said  Courts  of  King^s  beocisMJ 
Common  Pleas,  hare  so  doneintbeespcc* 
tation  of  being  aflerwards  allowed  torn 
sign  them  in  favour  of  other  penooitobe 
appointed  in  their  places,  for  pecmiarr 
considerations,  and  were  it  not  on  accoort 
of  such  expectation,  it  is  evident  thitafta 
the  avoidance  of  their  offices  by  dest^  or 
otherwise,  by  the  persons  who  may  be  in- 
terested in  the  right  of  sale,  tbe  chtrgc 
upon  the  public  revenue  on  account  of  tv 
salaries  </the  Urd  Chief  Justices  sod  dK 
other  Judges  of  the  said  Courtir  f^, 
upon  the  extinction  from  tsoietotiae^ 
the  lives  of  the  persons  who  sheeid  atcki 
time  of  such  avoidance  be  in  V^^'^^^ 
offices  purchased  by  them»  be  kflcaed  ^ 
the  foil  amount  of  the  several  anaoa)  tfo^ 
for  which  their  successors  may  r^ 
tivel)r  be  accounuble;    bat  «***tJ 
practice,  which  has  in  some  instsac^  ^ 
tained,  of  such  officers  resigning  is^ 
of  their  successors  for  peomiafy  tUMJ^ 
ations,  be  abolished  within  sooie  cf^ 
time,  it  will  be  impossible  to  *"^^!'l' ' 
period  at  which  the  foil  amount »JJ^^ 
veral  annual  sums,  for  which  all^*~ 
officers  may  be  accountable,  ess  ^  ^ 
plied  to  the  lessening  tbe  cbarfie  <•  ^ 
pnblic  revenue,  as  while  such  P|<^, 
shall  remain,  the  offices  may  be  ^^^^^Zt 
for  an  indefinite  time,  to  be  exefciM^  ^ 
persons  who  shall  purchase  tbeoi*     • 

But  this  inconvenience  has  <»ccs^JJ| 
your  Majesty's  Commissiooan  s»  ^ 
likely  to  arise  from  the  •t'^^^^f'^ 
above  practice, -vis.  that  tbe  ^  ^*?^ 
may  continue  to  hold  their  ofice* 
they  shall  fiwn  age*  infirmity  <!'  "^Tl 
causes,  become  unequal  to  the  sdi^s 
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diarge  of  their  datm;  but,  while  they 
nay  imder  socfa  ctrcamftanoet  retire  from 
their  •itumtioai.Teceiyiog  a  pecunianr'con* 
sideratioD  for  so  doing,  younger  aod  more 
actite  penona  may  be  introduced  into  their 
places^  to  the  benefit  of  your  Mejetty's 
euiton  in  the  eaid  Courts,  as  hasjiappened 
cm  fonner  occayiioos. 

This  loconfeDience,  howerer,  may  be 
obTiated  by  anthorixtng  the  Chief  Justices, 
and  when  those  offices  shall  be  vacant, 
the  senior  puisne  judges  of  the  said  courts 
fespecttTely,  to  apfMmt  assistant  officers 
to  such  persons  as  by  the  said  courts  re- 
qMctively  shall  be  deemed  unequal  to  the 
per&ct  discharge  of  their  duties,  and  to 
appoint  a  certain  reasonable  proportion 
Qt  the  fees  to  which.  sUoh  officers  snail  be 
entitled  to  be  paid  by  the  principals  to 
their  assistant  officers;  and,  to  induce  per- 
sons properly  qualified  to  become  such 
assistant  officers,  they  might  be  appointed 
to  such  offices  with  a  right  of  succeeding 
the  principal  officers  on  their  respective 
deatns,  with  proper  provisions  ror  the 
avoiding  their  appointments,  both  as  as* 
sistants  and  principals,  in  case  of  their  or 
any  person  oil  their  behalf  payinff  or 
agreeing  to  pay  any  pecuniary  considera* 
tion  whatsoever  to  any  person,  in  order  to 
their  obtaining  such  appointments. 

In  consequence  of  the  requisitions  made 
by  your  Majesty's  Commissioners  as  men- 
.tioiMd  in  the  early  part  of  this  Report,  the 
Master  of  the  Rolirin  Chancery,  the  Six 
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Clerks,  Ihe^Swom  Register^  and  the  Usher 
of  the  same  Court,  your  Majesty's  Coroner  * 
and  Attorney  in  the  Court  of  King^s  Bench, 
and  the  Chief  Cry  er  of  that  Court,  and  the 
Secondaries  to  the  Cbirographers  in  the  \ 
Court  of  Common  Pleas  respectively,  gave 
to  your  Majesty's  Commissioners  the  in- 
formation contained  in  the  Appendix,  No. 
in.;  but,  upon  adverting  to  the  statute 
passed  in  the  fifUi  and  sixth  years  of  the 
reign  of  the  late  King  Edwaid  the  sixth, 
which  prohibits  the  sale  of  any  office  which 
in  anywise  touches  or  concerns  the  admi- 
nistration of  justice,  with  a  proviso  only 
that  the  said  statute  shall  not  extend  to 
offices  held  by  estate  of  inheritance,  or 
be  prejudicial  or  hurtful  to  the  Chief  Jus- 
tices of  the  King's  Bench  or  Common- 
Pleas,  or  the  Justices  of  Assize,  your  com- 
missioners did  not  think  any  of  the  offices 
or  appointments  in  the  disposal  of  the  offi- 
cers last  above,  enumerated  were  saleable, 
and  have  on  that  account  forborne  to  make 
any  farther  Report  to  your  Majesty  re* 
specting  them.  All  which  is  most  humbly 
submitted  to  your  Majesty's  royal  wisdom, 

S.  Laweencx.        (US.) 
S.  Lc  Blanc.         (L.  S^    ' 
A.  CRAMattB.         (L.  S.) 

R.  GSAHAM.  (L.  S.)     ' 

.G.  Woon.  (I^  S.) 

Joan  Baylbt.        (L.  S.)    ' 
Gba.  Thomson.      (L.  S.) 
Wm,  AcfiXANDCa.  (L.  8.) 
21th  Mty  1800. 
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The  RoiohMioDS  referred  to  your  Cobk 
mittee,  are  as  fellow : 

*•  S— Resolved,  Thai  in  addition  to  the 
nsefel*  «nd  effeictive  measures  already 
taken,  bv  parliament,  for  the  abolition 
•nd  regulation  of  various  Sinecure  Offices 
Md  Offices  executed  by  Deputy^  itis  ex- 
pedient, after  providing  other  tM  suAdenl 

voju  x?u^-4jpsiwtt. 


First  Report  from  the  Select  .Cobcmittee  on  Sinecure  Offices. 

Thx  FiasT  BareaT  from  the  Sklxct  Com- 
mrrxK  appointed  to  consider,  what 
Offices  in  the  United^  Kingdom,  and 
in  the  foreign  dominions  of  his  Majes- 
ty, come  within  the  purview  of  the 
M,  Sd,  and  4th  Resolotimis  of  the 
House,  on  the  third  Report  from  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Expenditure 
of  the  United  Kingdom.  Ordered, 
by  the  House  of  Commons,  to  be 
printed,  20th  June  IblO. 

SmxcuaB  Omcas. 


fer  enabling  his  Majesty  duly  to 
recompense  the  feithfol  discharge  of  high 
and  efiective  Civil  Offices,  to  abolish  all 
Offices  which  have  Reveirae  without 
emplo3rment,  and  to  regulate  all  offices 
which  •  have  revenue  extremely  dis- 
proportionate to  employment;  except 
ing  only  such  or  are  connected  with  the 
personal  service  of  his  Majesty,  or  of  hie 
k(^al  Family,  regard  being  hsd  to  tho 
fxisting  interests  in  any ''Offices  ao  lo  bo 
abolbbed  or  regulated.'' 

"  3.~Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to 
reduce  all  offices,  of  which  the  eflective 
duties  are  eniirely  or  principally  discharg- 
ed by  Deputy^  to  the  salary  anil  emolu- 
ments actually  received  for  executing  the 
business  of  such  Offices;  regard  being  had 
to  any  increase  which  may  appear  neces- 
sary on  account  of  additional  responsibi- 
lity, and  sufficisnt  security  being  taken 
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for  dtie  performance  of  the  service  in  all 
pases  of  trust  conneoled  with  Public  Mo- 
^ey  ;  regard  being  also  bad  to  the  existing 
interests  in  sucii  office.'^ 

u  4,. — Resolved,  That  is  expedient/ 
dfter  the  expiration  of  any  existing  inter- 
.est  in  any  Office  which  is  entitled  to  the 
sale  of  any  appointment  in  any  of  the 
Courts  of  Law,  to  niake  provision  to 
prevent  the  sale  of ,  such  Offices^  under 
such  regulations  as  may  be  conducive 
to  the  public  interest,  by  appropriat- 
ing a  part  of  the,  emoluments  of  such  Of- 
fices towards  defraying  the  salaries  of  the 
Judges,  or  other  Officers  on  tlie  establish- 
inent  of  such  courts,  or  towards  the  benefit 
and  dignity  of  the  Offices  in  which  such 
right  of  sale  is  now  vested." 

Your  Cooimittee  have  in  ponsequence 
proceeded  to  consider  what  offices  it 
might  (}e  expedient  to  suppress,  or  to 
regalatCj  after  providing  other  and' suf- 
ficient m^ans  for  enabling  his  Majesty 
iiuly  to  recompense  the  faithful  discharge 
of  high  and  euective  Civil  Offices. 

The  Offices  which  come  within  the  pur- 
yiew  of  these  Hesolutions  are 

1.  Offices  having  revenue  without  em* 
ployment; 

i.  Offices  having  revenue  extremely 
disproportionate  to  employment ;  and, 

3.  Offices  of  which  the  effective  duties 
^re  ^^ntirel}*^  or  principally  discharged  by 
Deputy.  [Excepting  always  such  Offices 
f|s  are  connected   with  the  personal  ser- 

.rlce  of  his  Majesty,  or  of  his  Royal  Fa-: 
mily.] 

4.  O0ices,  the  appointments  to  which 
Hre  allowed  to  be  sold  in  any  of  the  Courts 
of  Law. 

Your  Committee  h^  leaye,  in  the  first 
place>  to  remarlc  that,  from  the  late  period 
of  the  Session  at  which  they  were  ap- 
pointed, and  from  the  impossibility  of  pro« 
curing  the  attendance  of  any  ivitnesses 
>vbo  were  not  resident  in  tow^  within  a 
period  so  limited  >  they  hiive  not  been 
$U)I«  to  examine  the  whole  of  the  obiectt 
referred  to  their  consideirftbon.  They 
haye,  however,  deemed  it  to  be  their  duty 
^'  make  a  Report  upon  so  much  of  the 
matters  referred  to  tbem  u  they  have  had 
pie  means  of  investigating. 

Your  Committee,  under  these  circum* 
stances,  h&ve  thought  it  advisable  to  post* 

S One  altogether  the  consideration  of  the 
aleable  Offices  in  the  Courts  of  Law, 
pientioneii  in  the  fo|urth  Besolation  \  as 
fOiMtitutiag  a  distinct  head  of  inquirjr* 


With  rtespect  to  llie  effices  rcfcmd  t» 
in  tlie  second  and  ^ird  ReBolatMUs,  yow 
Committee  have  hitherto  eonfinad  them- 
selves to  the  consideration  of  Mieh  as  are 
enamerated  in  that  part  of  the  ouppleneat 
to  the  third  Report  firon  the  CcMsmktee 
on  the  Public  Expenditure  of  tllo  Vmvti 
Kingdom,  which  is  added  in  the  Appen- 
dit;  with -a  few  tncomiderable  additions 
which  in  the  coarse  of  their  kiveaiigaiieB, 
have,  been  incidently  brought  ander  their 
notice.  They  have  inqnired  iaio  the  an^ 
ral  offices  enumerated  in  the  Sopplemes- 
tary  Report,  so  iisr  as  the  shoruiess  of 
time  and  the  difficnlty  of  obtniniBg  satis- 
factory evidence  faai  enabtod  them  10  to 
do. 

Your  Committee  have  to  ohset  ve,  tbK 
the  nunrber  <if  offices  which  have  reve- 
nue without  any  employmenl,  either  of 
principal  or  deputy,  is  rery  incenaiders- 
ble ;  and  that  by  far  th6  gfeetejt  number 
of  offices  which  are  <cbmnoif  ly  deecnbed 
as  "  Sinecure  Offices"  fall  properly  voder 
the  description  of  "  Officea  executed  by 
deputy,'''  or  Offices  havhig  rrrenoe  dis- 
proportionate to  employment." 

A^ong  the  O0}ces,  tne'revemie  of  which 
appoar$  disproportionate  to  employment, 
or  which  afe  performed  principolly  by 
deputy,  there  are  some  to  which  great 
pecuniary  and  oAcial  retponsihiltty  as 
attached ;  and  some,  irom  mo  holders  of 
which  large  secm*iti«f  are  required.  It 
may  therefore  be  expedient  that  tocfa  of- 
fices should  not  at  any  time  bo  filled  by 
persons  less  responsible  than  thoao  who  at 
present  hold  tbem. 

In  other  cases  it  seems  probable  that 
the  principals  may,  under  pecntiar  cir* 
cottstances,  have  provided  iw  the  dis- 
charge of  their  duties  by  deptfty  «tm  lower 
salary  than  that  whidi  might  lairly  be 
considered  as  an  adequate  reaionerpuoQ 
for  the  services  to  be  perfortned*  and 
which  might,  indeed,  be  noceiaary  to 
ensure  tM  doe  periormsnce  of  those 
services,  should  it  be  found  espedioot  to 
wtthdrafV  the  superintendence  and  autho- 
rity of  the  prinoipal. 

It  appears  therefiNre  to  your  Cooimittee, 
that  in  some  instances  it  might  be  expo* 
dieotto  aonex'thediitieior  sQch  of  the 
offices  to  be  regulated,  as  have  great  res« 
pOnsibflity,  withont  requiring  cootinoai 
persenal  attendanee,  to  other  offices  of  an 
efficient  nature :  by  which  means  a  ssti&k 
of  the  whole  revenue  of  audi  reflated 
offices  might  accrue  to  the  pnMi^  while 
lofieiont  provwon  ivottld  bt  bm^  ibr  tho 
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r^spoiittt>ility  Af  tl|*  penR>n  io  wfaom  Ibey 
BULj  hereafter' be  vested.  In  other  in- 
Mancet  il  might  be  expedient,  in  adofrting 
the  principle'  of  the  third  Reaolotion,  to 
edmit  of  tome  modification  ef  that  prin* 
ciple  according  to  the  pectliar  ctrcum- 
•tancea  of  the  caae.  ' 


Of  the  first  deacnption  of  oflkes,  ha^in^ 
emoloment  without  any  dotiee  or  reaponsi* 
bility,  yonr  Committee'  have  only  to 
notice  the  folkmin^i  as  tbeae  to  which  the 
principle  of  abolition  might  be  applied 
withont  any  quahficati^n,  accepting  snch 
aa  may  arise  out  of  existing  interests  i  yts. 

Chief  Justice  \n  -  Eyre,  North  of  Trent^ 
by  whom  no  duties  appear  to  have  been 
lately  performed  either  in  person  or  by 
deputy. 

Law  Clerk  in  Secretary  of  State's  Of- 
fice. 

Collector  and  Transmitter  of  State  Pa- 
pers. 

Housekeeper  in  Excise. 

Warehouse-keeper  to  the  Stamp-Office. 

Constable  of  the  Castle  of  Liroeriek. 

In  Scotland  the  Office  of  Lord  Justice 
General  appears  to  have  become  a  perfect 
Sinecure.  The  duty  of  this  officer  was 
to  preside  in  the  Court  of  Justiciary.  For 
a  long  period  this  high  office  has  been 
bestowea  on  persons  tyho  hate  not  been 
brought  up  to  the  profession  of  the  law, 
and  the  duties  of  it  hare  in  consequence 
been  suspended. 

Your  Committee  think  it  necessary,  on 
this  8u^ebt>  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  an  article  of  the  Union ;  wherein 
it  is  enacted,  ''^hat  the  Court  of  Justiciary 
do  also,  alter  the  Union,  and  notwith- 
standing thereof,  remain  in  all  time  ensu- 
ing within  Scotland  as  it  is  now  oonsti- 
tutedj  subject  nevertheless  to  such  regula- 
tions  for  tjie  better  administration  of  justice 
as  shall  be  made  by  the  parliament  of 
Great  Britain,  and  without  prejudice  of 
other  rights  of  justiciary.^ 

You#  Committee  have  next  proceeded 
to  consider  those  offices  which  haVe  reve- 
nue extremely  dis|lroportionate  to  em- 
ployment; or  the  duties  of  which  are 
-principally  performed  by  deputy :  two 
classes,  which  are  so  intimately  blended, 
together  that  your  Committee  have  judged 
it  useless,  if  not  impracticable,  to  keep 
them  perfectly  distincti 

Upon  this  subject^  they  think  it  necea- 
Mkry  first  to  advert  to  those  offices  the 
fhities  of  which  areimportanti  thoiigh  ra« 


quiring  little  personal  attendance;  but 
which,  from  their  nature  or  responsibility,- 
can  only  be  discharged  by  persons  of  high 
official -situation.  With  respect  to  these 
offices  your  Committee  suggest  the  expe- 
diency of  annexing  them  to  other  offices 
of  high  rank  and  responsibility;  by- 
which  means  a  saving  of  their  whole  emo- 
luments may  be  derived  to  the  public. 

Amongst  the  most  important  offices  of 
this  description  are  those  ot^ Auditor  of  the* 
Exchequer,  and  Clerk  of  the  Pells.  It  is 
stated  to  be  material  that  these  offices^ 
should  be  pr^erved  as  essential  checks  on 
the  issue  of  public  money ;  but  it  appears 
to  your  Committee  that  such  offices  might  ' 
with  great  propriety  be  annexed  to  tbosier 
of  President  of  the  Council,  and  Privy  Seal 
for  the  time  being ;  or  to  any,  other  offico 
of  high  responsibility  which  is  not  /con- 
nected with  the  Treasury,  or  Exchequer.  ' 

The  office  of  Master  of  the  Mint  is  found 
in  the  list  in  the  supplementary  Report, 
which  your  Committee  have  adopted  as  the 
ground  of  their  Report.  But  your  Com- 
mittee conceive  that  neither  this  office,  nof 
that  of  one  of  the  Joint  Paymasters,  which 
is  also  included  in  the  same  list,  cornea 
under  that  description  of « Sinecure  Offices,' 
or  Offices  executed  by  Deputy,  which  ia 
intended  to  be  referred  to  their  considera- 
tion. They  are  not  offices  held,  either  by 
pateilt  or  by  custom,  iw  life ;  tior  gtveii 
as  the  reward  of  public  service.  The 
question  oC  their  existence  in  their  present 
or  in  any  other  state,  as  well  as  that  of  the 
amount  of  their  epiolument.  Would  there^ 
fore  be  to  be  decided  on  other  grounds  andl 
.princi]>les  than  those  upon  which  you)" 
Committee  have  thought  themselves  called 
upon  to  ofier  any  recommendation.    . 

It  may  however  be  right  to  observe,  thai 
the  division  of  the  Office  of  Paymaster 
of  the  Forces  does  not  appear  to  gn»w  ou£ 
of  any  thing  in  the  constitution  of  thet' 
offite ;  and  that  in  point  of  fact,  the  whole 
duty  of  that  office,  now  become  very  con* 
siderable,  may  be  said  to  be  performed 
exclusively  by  one  of  the  joint  paymasters^ 

The  office  of  Master  of  the  Mint  is  un- 
doubtedly an  office  requiring  little  or  no 
attendahce,  though  one  of  occasional  re* 
spohsibility ;  hot  the  present  Master  of 
tne  Mint  discharges  the  duties  of  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade,  a  situation  of  n^ 
emolument)  and  requiring  constant  at« 
tendance  and  application. 

The  duties  of  the  office  of  Vice^'presideht 
of  the  same  board  are  in  like  manner  dis< 
eharged  by  the  Treaanrer  ^  the  Navy.  \  and  . 
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generally^  th«  efieethre  citoaiioin  at  this 
board,  and  others  of  a  Bimilar  de8criptioii» 
Id  which  no  salary  or  emolament  is  at- 
tached, have  been  filled  by  persons  hold* 
ing  other  high  official  situations,  such  as 
those  above-mentioned;  the  emoluments 
of  which  would  otherwise  appear  dispro- 
portionate to  their  actual  employment. 

This  observation  applies  equally  to  the 
Ivhole  business  of  the  Privy  Council,  whi^ch 
is  transacted  by  members,  who,  with  the 
single  exception  of  the  Lord  Presidant  him- 
self, are  not  entitled  toany  salarvor  emo- 
lament for- their  attendance  at  that  board. 

For  the  duties  still  performed  by  the 
€hief  Justice  in  Eyre,  South  of  Trent,  your 
Committee  refer  to  the  evidence  of  Mr. 
Hanson,  how,  and  for  a  long  time  past  Se- 
cretary to  that  Chief  Justice.  The  duties 
appear  to  your  Committee  to  be  of  a 
merely  formal  nature,  which,  so  far  as  the 
continued  performance  of  them  is  essential 
to  the  preservation  of  any  of  the  rights  of 
she  Grown,  might,  in  the  ofNnion  of  your 
tCommittee,  without  inconvenience  be 
transferred  to  some  other  efficient  office ; 
such  as  that  of  Surveyor  of  the  Wopds 
and  Forests. 

The  government  of  the  Isle  of  Wight 
appears  not  to  be  of  a  military  nature.  A 
part  of  the  functions  of  the  Governor  are 
similar  to  those  of  the  Lords  Lieutenants 
ofCqunties,  and  like  them  might  ba  dis- 
charged without  emolument;  the  other 
functions  appear  to  be  performed  by  de- 
puty ;  but  with  respect  to  this  office,  your 
Committee  fiave  not  yet  been  able  to  ob- 
tain sufficiently  detailed  information* 


Your  Committee  have  next  proceeded* 
to  examine,  so  far  as  their  time  and  meaiia 
of  information  would  permit,  the  more  nu- 
merous class  of  offices,  which,  being  per- 
formed entirely  or  principally  by  deputy,. 
appear  to  them  to  come  more  immediate- 
ly within  the  purview  of  the  thitd  Resolo* 
tion. 

Of  this  description  your  Committee 
have  to  notice  the  following  offices : 

In  the  Court  of  Exchequer :  Clerk  of 
the  Pipe,  Comptroller  of  the  Pipe,  Clerk 
of.  Exchequer  Pleas,  Clerk  of  Foreign 
Estreats,  Comptroller  of  First  Fruits,  The 
Chirographers,  Foreign  Apposer,  King's 
Kemembrancer,  together  wilh  which  is 
held  the  Office  Of  Register  of  Deeds  in 
Middlesex,  Marshal  of  the  Exchequer^ 
Surveyor  of  Green  Wax« 

Register  of  High  Court  of  Admiralty, 

Register  of  the  High  Court  of  Appeals 
far  Priaes, 


Register  of  High  Coart  of 

In  the  Alienation  Office :  Three  Cob- 
missioners.  Receiver  General,  Martrr  m 
Chancery,  two  Clerks. 

The  duties  of  the  four  Tellers  of  the  Ex- 
chequer are  performed  altogether  by.their 
Deputies;  and  as  to  their  responsibility 
for  the  custody  of  pdi>ltc  money,  yooir 
Committee  observe,  that  the  saioe  aaoBae 
of  security  whic)i  is  required  from  the 
Tellerais  usually  given  to  them  by  their 
Deputies  ;^  from  which  your  Comniitiee 
are  led  to  infer,  that,  both  with  respect  lo 
their  duties,  and  to  their  responaihility, 
these  offices  might  be  safely  reduced  to 
the  present  emoluments  of  the  depaftics. 

The  Office  of  Clerk  of  the  ParUamate 
is  performed  almost  whoHy  by  deputy; 
and  is  one  of  those  which  would  cams 
within  the  purview  of  the  third  reso)atian» 
On  the  subject  of  this  office,  however, 
your  Committee  think  it  necessary  espc* 
qially  to  repreisent,  that  the  Clerk  of  Par- 
liament, though  appointed  by  the  crowa, 
is  a  servant  of  the  House  of  Lords* 

In  the  Mint,  your  Committee  have  to 
notice  the  following  offices:  Wardso, 
Comptroller,  Surveyor  of  Meltings^  am* 
Clerk  of  the  Irons. 

In  the  Privy-Seal  Office :  The  fear  prin* 
cipal  Clerks4 

Four  Clerks  in  the  Signet  Office. 

In  the  Excise :  The  Comptroller  Gc9ie« 
ral  of  Accounts,  Inspector  General  of  Is- 
land Duties,  Register  to  Comauanboers  of 
Excise.        , 

.  Your  Committee,  having  i^Terted  to  the 
Offices  performed  by  Deputy  in  the  Co- 
lonies, think  it  necessary  to  obserrs  that 
their  eqioloments  arise  from  fees  and  saU- 
ries  paid  within  the  Colonies.  Yo«r  Coia* 
mittee  have  further  to  observe,  that  not- 
withstanding an  act  passed  in  the  fiSd  yc»r 
of  his  present  Majesty's  leign,  c*  7S,  the 
objectof  which  was  to  enforce  residence 
in  the  principals,  many  of  these  offces 
continue  to  be  ei^ecuted  wholly  by  deputy. 
That  act  contains  a  clause  empowering  the 
Governors  of  Colonies  to  give  such  lesre 
of  absence  as  they  shall  see  occasion  to 
give.  But  that  power  appears  to  have 
been  exercised  to  so  great  an  extent  as 
to  fruAtrate  what  must  no  doUn  hare  been 
the  true  uitention  of  the  legislature. 

Your  CommttUe  haive  ascertained  the 
following  to  be  of  that  description : 

Secretary  and  Clerk  of  Inrolmenls  in 
the  Island  of  Jamaica,  Register  of  Chan* 
eery  in  ditto>  Receiver  Goieral  in  dittos 
Ckick  of  Vhe  Croim  Cooits  in  diUo^  Naval 
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Officer  in  ditto.  Secretary  alid  Clerk  of 
^he  Coaru  in  Barbadoes,  Proihonotary  of 
the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  in  ditto,  Pro- 
vost MarBbal  in  ditto.  Naval  Officer  of 
Cara^oa,  Secretary  of  TobagO,  Naval  Of- 
ficer of  Demerara. 


In  Scotland,  it  appears  to  yonr  Com- 
mittee that  the  following  offices  come 
within  the  purview  of  the  third  Resolu- 
tion, as  being  wholly  or  principally  dis- 
charged by  deputy.  The  existence  of 
many  of  these  ancient  offices  appears  to 
be  secured  to  Scotland  by  the  iact  of 
Union ;  but  it  is  also  pro?ided  in  ihat  act, 
that  they  shall  be  subject  to  such  regula- 
tions as  the  parliament  of  Great  Bntain 
fihall  hereafter  make  :— 

The  Keeper  of  the  Great  Seal,  The 
Keeper  of  toe  Privy  Seal,  The  Keeper  of 
the  bignet.  Lord  Register,  Director  of  the 
Court  of  Chancery,  Clerk  to  ditto,  Be> 
ceiver  of  Bishops  Rents,  and  King's  Re* 
membrancer  in  the  Court  of  Exchequer. 

In  Ireland,  the  foUowing  Offices  ap- 
pear to  your  Committee  to  come  withm 
the  purview  of  the  same  Resolution : — 

Chief  Remembrancer  of  the  King's 
Bench,  Clerk  of  the  Pipe,  Clerk  of  Com- 
mon Pleas  Office,  Court  of  Exchequer, 
Prothonotary  of  Common  Pleas,  Protho- 
notarv  of  King's  Bench,  Crown  Office^ 
King^  Bench,  Filaser^s  Office,  and 
Keeper  of  Declarations  King's  Bench, 
'Teller  of  thb  Exchequer,  Keeper  of  Privy 
Seal,  Keeper  of  Records,  Two  Joint  Mus- 
ter-Masters General. 


Your  Committee  have  not  been  able  to 
extend  their  inquiry  to  many  other  offices 
in  the  United  Kingdom,  and  the  Colonies, 
enumerated  in  the  supplement  to  the  third 
Report  With  respect,  however,  to  some 
which  are  included  in  that  Report,  and 
which  have  not  been  already  adverted  to, 
the]^  think  it  necessary  to  submit  .the  fol- 
lowing observations. 

The  inconsiderable  Office  of  Cartaker  to 
his  Majesty,  is  connected  with  the  per- 
sonal service  of  the  Royal  Family,  and 
consequently  does- not  fafj  under  Uie  cog- 
nizance of  your  Committee. 

The  Office  of  Keeper  of  Records  in  the 
receipt  of  the  Exchequer,  appears  to  be 
an  efficient  office  of  trust,  and  not  over- 
paid by  a  salary  of  400/.  per  annum. 

The  places  of  Office  Keeper  in  the  War 
Office,  and  of  Register  of  Seisures  in  the 
port  of  London,  are  to  be  suppressed  after 
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the  decease  or  reiigiiatioB  of  t^e  present 
officers. 

The  Auditor-  of  Excise  has  been  ren- 
dered an  efficient  office.  The  office  of 
Register  to  tbe^  Commissioners  of  Salt 
Dqties  has  been  already  abolished :  the 
salary  now  paid  is  in  the  nature  of  a  com* 
pensation.  ^ 

The  Receiver  of  Stamps  appears  to  be 
a  necessary  and  responsible  officer,  and 
his  emoluments  not  more  than  adequate. 

The  Distributors  pf  Stamps  afe  effective 
officers.  The  Distributors  for  Bucking- 
hamshire and  Kent  are  equally  so  with 
the  rest;  they  have  been  inserted  in  the 
list  of  offices  executed  by  deputy  in  con- 
sequence of  an  indulgence  which  is  con- 
fined to  the  present  officers. 

It  appears  by  the  evidence  that  the 
office  of  AccountaYit  General  of  the  Post 
Office  is  an  efficient  office,  requiring  per- 
sonal attendance,  with  responsibility ;  and 
that  the  emoluments  of  this  office  will  not 
admit  of  reduction.  The  office  of  the 
Apothecary  General  has  been  under  the 
consideration  of  the  Treasury ;  and  by  an 
agreement  concluded  with  him  his  patent 
is  to  be  surrendered  on  condition  of  re- 
ceiving ati  annuity  of  S,500<.  a  year  for 
life :  an  agreement  which  appears  to  your 
Committee  to  be  eminently  oeneficial  to 
the  public. 

In  Ireland,  the  allowance  paid  to  the 
Keeper  of  the  late  Parliament  House  ap- 
pears to  be  a  compensation  for  an  office 
already  suppressed.  The  office  of  Joint 
Solicitor  of  Ireland  in  Great  Britain  is  also 
abolished,  as  well  as  that  of  Examiner  of 
Hearth  Money :  and  the  offices  of  Clerk 
of  the  Quit  Rents,  Treasurer  of  the  Post 
Office,  and  Accountai^t  General  of  the 
Post  Office,  have  been  made  efficient. 
The  fees,  which  under  the  head  of  Muster 
Master  General  of  Ireland,  are  stated  to 
'be  «'  due,  but  suspended,"  are  in  fact 
abolished. 


Your  Committee  will  conclude  their 
Report,  bv  bringing  distinctly  before  the 
House,  the  result  of  their  examination 
into  such  of  the  offices,'  stated  by  the  Com* 
mittee  on  Public  Expenditure  to  be  Sine- 
cures, or  Offices  wholly  or  chiefly  exe- 
cuted by  deputy,  as  they  have  since  their 
appointment  had  time  or  opportunity  to 
idvestigate,  which  in  their  opinion  cama 
within  the  purview  of  the  2a  aAd  5d  Re- 
solutions referred  to  them. 

After  parliament  shall  have  provided 
such  other  sufficient  means  for  enabling 
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hn  Msjeity  duly  to  recompense  the  faith* 
ful  discharge  of  high  and  effective  Civil 
Offioeji,  as  to  the  wisdom  of  parliament 
shall  s^em  fit,— Your  Committee  are  of 
opinion, 

1  St.— That  the  following  offices,  "  hav- 
ing revenoe  without  employment/' 
might,  at  the  expiration  of  the  existing 
interests,  be  abolished : 


V«*tte 
ptrAuum* 


Chief  Jusiice  in  Eyre  North  of 

Trent ^.1,730 

iCaw  Clerk  in    Secretary  of 

State's  Office,    Home  De- 

Sartment  , 
ector  and  Transmitter  of 
Stat^  Papers,  Foreign  De- 
partment    

Constable  of  the  Castle  of  Li- 
merick, Ireland  

Not  reported  by  Committee  of 
Public  ExpenditQro. 
Principal  Housekeeper  in  the 

Excise   Office  

Warehouse-keeper,  Stamp  Ofr 
fice    '. 


300 


500 


753 


145 


200 


jP.S.628 


2dly.  That  the  following  offices  might 
continue  at  the  expiration  of  the  etistiag 
interests  to  be  managed  by  the  deputy,  as 
at  present,  withoot  any  addition  to  his 
salairy  and  emoluments;  but  that  from 
the  peculiar  nature  of  tiie  responsibility 
attached  to  them,  however  limited  the 
actual  duties  to  be  performed,  these  of- 
fices would,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Com- 
mittee»  be  most. conveniently  filled  by 
some  of  those  persons  who  hold  for  the 
time  being  certain  high  official  situations, 
leaving  the  annual  amount  now  paid  to 
the  principal  at  the  disposal  of  parliament : 

▼aiDd  > 

Auditor  of  the  Exchequer 4   J?.4,000 

Clerk  of  the  Pells 3,000 

Chief  Justice  .in  £yre  Sooth  of 
Trent    .•• .' i,Q69 


<£.8969 


Sdly.  That  tke  following  offices  would 
admit  of  being  left,  after  the  expiration  of 
the  existing  inletesta,  altogether  under  the 
management  of  the  Deputy,  witbont  any 
addition  to  hu  present  salary  and  emolu- 
ments. The  emolument*  ne^  received 
by  the  prineipal  being  piteed  at  Ike 
peml  Off  parliameBl* 


C6mptroll«r  of  the  P^,  Kc- 

chequer    df.  260 

Cli2rographer>s  Gomt.   Cott« 

raonPlea* 120 

Clerk  of   the  Exchequer  of 

Pleas 663 

Riog*!   KereembraDoer,   Ex- 
chequer   ^...« 1,500 

Regittrar  of  the  high  Gooit )  {d  of  PrafiU' 
of  Appeals f    payable  to  I 

Do.     ...    of  Delegates   ..,r   the  Princi-i 

Do.     ...    of  Adoiiraltf  .../  pal. 

Clerk  of  the  ParllaiBents  on 

average  1  yeafi   3,617 


[iviii 


^.160 


400 


6^ 


»1 


MJi5% 


Principal  Clerk  Signet  Office        110 
Do.    ^    D9.     ...    DiK...        110 
Do.     ...     00.     ...    Do....        110 
Do,    ...    Do.  *...    Do...        110 
Comptrotler  Geoeral  of  Ac- 
counts Excise   .'. 508  ^i4 

Inspector  General  Do.         'f  2 A 

Teller  of  the  Exchequer  I.OCb  S.T.Q 

Do '.    Do 1,000  s^roo 

Da.  ...  Do.  as  lioiked  after  * 

Life  of  preient  possessor    l»0O9  %;iT^ 
Do.     ...     Da     ...    Do....     1,000                S^TCo 
Chief  Rernembraiicer  Exche- 
quer, Ireland    50T  5  6.U 

Clerk  of  the  Commoo  Pleas, 

Exchequer  Do. uoc«itaia        8,1^9 

Prothonotary  ComiBon  Pleas» 
Ireland,  on  an  arerage  of 

three  years   .1,906    ^         9,5>? 

ProthonoUry  King'«  Beach,  J 

Ireland,  on  an  average  of  I   }d  of 'Total  1 

three  years VFeeafM* self >  8,904 

Crown  OAce    Do.     ...     Do.  i  and  Clerk*.  J 
Filazer    ...      Dob     ...     Do.  ' 
Keeper  of  the  Privy  Seal,  Ire- 
land   ; 130  I,5iX» 

Mnster-Master-Oeoeral,   Do.    ancartam        4,0110 


4>thly.  That,  the  feliowing  offices  wofukJ 
admit  of  being  brought,  at  tb^  cxpvration 
of  the  existing  iaterenta,  entirely  under  the 
management  of  the  Deputy  as  now  ocm* 
stitQted  :  bult  that  tbe  degree  nf  rripni i 
bility^  or  trouble  atteifding  the  dtschargQ 
of  the  wbote  dtttiea»  wouhi  enfttllt  the  de* 
puty  to  an  increase  of-  the  salary  la  be 
hereafter  settled,  which  rendeca  the  amoiim 
of  ultimate  saving  to  the  public  urxettua: 


Clelic  of  the  Pipe,  Hxchequer  ^.  1 00 '  ./*.  7^0 

Poretgo  Apposer,  Do. 1«> 

ManhallDo^  90  150 

Surveyor  Green  Wax,  Da  Is.  ia  the  ^.      94 

AUeoatiooOtflce:    

Commissioner ,      53  IK 

Ditto     50  107 

Ditto 50  lot 

Reoeiveiv^eneral .'..... 170  911 

Master  in  Chanocry. 1<K  lOa.  10^ 

Clark    ^ 10  W 

Ditto.., 31.  lOs.  13J 

Warden  0f  the  Mint <..      9$  3C9 
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£.66 
28 


Comptroller  Do 

Surveyor  MeHioft  Do.    

Principal  ClerkyPriry  Sfal.... 

Po Do,  

Do 1  Do.   

Do Da' 

Remitter  to    Cooimisnoiiert  of 

Exeine,  self  and  Clerk 810 

Comptroller  Fir»l  Fruits 25 

Teller  of  Eaccheqner  (Ireland)... 

Clerk  of  the  Pipe  (Ireland) 

Add|  nut  reported  by  Coinnuttee 
of  Public  Fjcpenditure,  Re- 
gister of  Deeds  for  County 
of  Middlesex  50 


-e.267 
103 
200 
200 
'  200 
200 

400 

96 

2,000 

750 


250 


£,  7,093 

Under  this  head  may  be  classed  the  of- 
fices wholly  or  chiefly  executed  by  deputy 
in  Scotland ;  of  these,  some  must  be  re- 
tained by  the  provisions  of  the  act  of 
Union,  althou<^h  fubjected  by  the  same 
act  to  be  regulated  by  parliament.  What 
the  ultimate  saving  would  be  after  such  re- 
gulations tis  may  be  thought  expedient,  is 

uncertain. 

£.  7.023 

Keeper  of  the  Great  Seal 2.441 

Keeper  of  the  Privy  Seal..-  2,758 

Keeper  of  the  Signet 2,717 

LmxI  Register  500  2,000 

Director  of  Court  of  Chancery      65  1 ,335 

Clerk  to  Do, '^th  of  the  Fees  779 

King's  Remembrancer 550 

Keceiver  of  BishopK  Rents  ...     175  370 

i  ^_ 

19,955 


With  respect  to  offices  in  the  colooies, 
where  the  deputy  receives  the  whole  emo- 
luments, paying  to. the  principal,  by  agree- 
ment, a  fixed  annual  sum,  and  giving  se- 
curity for  the  same,  as  well  as  for  the 
fiiiihral  execution  of  the  office  abroad. 
Your  Committee  report^  That  the  persons 
in  Great  Britain  hplding  those  offices  en- 
joy perfect  sinecures;  but  that  the  in- 
come of  them  arising  alt^etber  from  fees 
payable  io  the  coloniev,  it  does  not  appear 
tp  youf  Committee  th^t  any  sums  would 
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be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  parliament 
by  regulating  or  abolishing  them;  they 
afford  to  the  crown  a  yery  considerable 
patronage  as  at  present  constituted ;  but 
do  not  seem  easily  capable  of  being 
brought  within  the  reach  of  any  econo- 
mical arrangements  in  aid  of  the  resources 
of  the  empire  at  home.  This  class  of  of- 
ficers is  very  numerous,  but  your  Com- 
mittee have  only  had  time  or  opportunity 
to  report  upon  the  following ;  viz. 

JAMAICA. 

▼•hM  per  AatHnik 

Secretary  and  Clerk  of  the  Inrolments  ,4.  jf. 2,500 

Register  in  Chancery  < 1.052 

Receiver  General 2.000 

Clerk  of  the  Gfovo  1 ^2,500 

Naval  Officer  -...» 1,500 

BAUIADOBS. 

SecreUry  and  Clerk  of  the  Coorti 716 

ProvQit  Marshal  500 

Naval  Officer  of  Cura^oa 400 

Secretary  of  the  Island  of  Tobago 400 

Naral  Officer  of  Dnaerara 250 

£.  11,818 

ABSTBACT. 

IttHead ^.3,628 

2d    ^; 8,969 

3d    68,983 

81,580 

4tb    : •    19,955 

5th    11,818      . 

.1  ■  • 

The  sum  of  81,580/.  being  the  amount 
of  saving^  undei^the  1st,  2d«  and  3d  head 
of  the  foregoing  abstract,  would  therefore^ 
accrue  to  the  public  in  proportion  as  the 
several  offices  enumerated  under  those 
heads  might  fall  in.    And  this  sum  to- 

?:ether  with  whatever  saving  might  accrue 
i'om  regulations  under  tne  4th  head* 
would  be  to  be  placed  against  the  expence 
of  any  fund  which  parliament  shall  have 
instituted  in  pursuance  of  the  Kesolution  of 
the  House  "  for  enabling  his  Majesty  duly 
to  recompense  the  faiihfiil  discharge  ci 
high  and  efiective  civil  pffices/' 
20th  June  1810. 
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Bribeiy  Prerention  BUI,  944, 
779 

Bardett,  Sir  F.  Proceedings  re- 
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Speaker,  Isa  1, 171 

Cattwridit,BA9ori  hisFeiitioo, 

809« 
Castlereagh,  Lord;  Motion  for 

eraonging  the   Praceedinp 

routing  to,  lO 
Chancery ;  Soiton  hi,  181 
C6Uingwood,Lord;  511 
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Dioits  of  Admiialty,  911* 
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334«,646  I 
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164 
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ftoicstatttt  wd  Christiant,  Peti- 
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607 
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396 

Clabcarty  s  Earl  of,  373,  779 
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431,594 
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*7l       . 
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470,  588,  597 


Grey,  Earl,  86»  300,  483,^533, 
598 
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300,.a30,  313, 431,  578»749^ 

771 
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404,  ^,  47Q,  59.1, 5^8, 773 

MelviUe,  I^^^BQ^  m»  ^>H 


Moira,  Earl,  497 
Mulgnve,  Laid,  US 

HorM^,  Mi^  *  410, 4?/. 
599,747 

Redet^,  Lord, 431, 471,€4. 

774 
Rotslyn,  Earl  of,  499 

Sheffield,  Un^WK  641 
Sidmoutb,  Vucouot,  306, 593, 

750,  751,  770' 
Sp«ibefi.E^li5afi 

Sunliope,  EarU  114,  «,  Mf. 
469, 471.578,  585, 750. 768 

Suffolk,  8MI 04.  I9,4«l,i» 

Warwiek,'lUfi'04  US 
WeUesley.  Marquii,  414 


*    I 


INDEX  OF  NAMES,— HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 


Abbot,    Rigtit    ftotl.    C.    Se€ 

Speaker, 
Aberoomby,  J.  333,*  333 
Adam,  W.  173, 581 
Anttrotber,  Sir  J.  331  *,  316 
AttorDe)^Gellel«l(Slr  V.  Gibba) 

174,  631 

Banket,  H.  175, 330  «,  337, 65 1 
Sarbam,  J.  357 
9aiMig,A.164>,693 
JSatburtt,  B.  331  *,  339,  336 
Bernard,  Mr.  351 
Bourne,  S.  133, 143 
Bhuid,  T.  183,  164, 453 
Btoagbam,  H.  174^  447:,«658, 
CSS,  783 

Cakiaft,  J.  169,  989«,^ftSl,  680, 
77S 

Camsk^  a  15S,  tOl^",  319, 
458,  684^  715 

Cattlereagb,  Lord,  11, 191 

Chancellor  of  ibe  Exchequer, 
(Bight  Hon.  Spencer  Per- 
ceval), 3,  4^  139,  ;66.  171, 
175,176,  189,177  *,  318*, 
883 «,  444,  530,  587,  615, 
S«i,  651, 675 

Cochrane,  Lord,  131 

Cranhird,  General,  463 

Crcevey,  T.  817  «,  884  «,  819 

Dnadai,  B.  S.  16t,  8^«,  885^ 

865 
Purtley,  Lord,  315 


Fitxgttsdif',  M*  969 
Folkestone,  Lord,  13 
Foster,  J.  905  *.  310*,  313 
FremanUe,  W.813* 

Gascoigne,  L  US 
Gibbs,  Sir' V.'  Sse  Attorney  Ge- 
neral. 
Giddy,  D.7,  133, 165,  179„887 
Grant,  C.  88$ 
Grattan,  H.  16,195«,398 
Grenville,  Lord  G.  394 

Hall,  Sir  J.451,  657 
Hippesiey,  Sir  J.  C.  31,  808 
HaiDiUoo,  Lord  A.  10, 15 
Hibbert,  G.  685 
Horner,  F,  L  165, 178,  174 
Hunt,  T.  16S 
Hatkissoo,  W.  176 
Hufchuuon,  C  R.  80i«^  335, 
777 

Jacob,  W.  143 
Jol^piB9oe,  G.  788 

Kiwx,  bfc.  191 

Lambe,  W.  808 
Lockbart,  J.  5, 174^  i^ 
LMg^CdlSt* 
LyttTeton,  W.  549 

Mavryali,  J.  676 

Martin,  H.  650 

M  athew,  Gencnl,  80^ 


HfM^ngbtemlft.tlT 
Milhadk.  Sir  R-  ^6 
MUcon,  Lord.  5, 137, 9«S,  40, 

Mooie,P.895,3l3,530 
Nctirport,  Sir  J.f40;m.H'. 

Ukbolft,  Sir  L^ 
Noel,  G.  N.  HT 

Ord,  W.  14 

PalmcTstone,  Ltrt  W 
Packer,  Capuin,  364 

the  Exchequer- 

Piggott,  Sir  A.  !.•'.  ..  ;^6*. 
PlSmer.sirT.S^fSoUcfcre^ 

Pole,  Sir  C.  r6S.  Sl^ 
Pole,  W.  803»  ^  _  ..g 
Ponsonby,  Q.  X^x^i^' 
Pbrchestcr,  Lorf,  l5»^ 
PrcndwMtU  Mr.  1^»  ^ 
Pnltedey,  &  J.  K^ 

Eyder,  B-msW.^*^ 

RiSiuH,Sir:S.8,M«^ 
448,531,653,784         - 

Rose.  G,  181.  1«^^'*'* 
81«*,381 


r  ScDCC,  Sir  W.  189 


Smith,  W.  16S,  659 

Bolicitor  Geaeral  (Sir  T.  Ploner) 

8,  983  «,  974, 340,596 
Spttker  (Right  Hob.  C.  Abbot) 

8,  199 
Sharp,  R.  390 
Shaw,  Mr.  194 
SmUh  J.  153 
Smith,  C.  9H 

fcephen,  J.  918  •,  449, 699, 677 
$mton,M.467 
8wanB,H.  919^314 


INDBX  OF  NAMES. 

Talbot,  CoL  950 
Tarkttm,  Geiieni,  114^  691 
Tcrlar»M.A.181, 189 
Temple,  Earl,  596 
Thonitoo,  H.  999 
Thornton,  R.649^ 
Tierner,G.  161, 176^  177,911*, 

919*,  990*,  995,  933 
Tremayne,  Mr.  166,  317 
TurtOD,  SirT.  9,  171,  949, 319« 

645,646,656 


Ward,  J.  W.  13 
Wardle,  G.  L.  144 
Whitbread.  S..6, 118, 146, 168, 

173,  189  •,  918,  999  «,  349, 

445,  454^  466,  509, 613,  690. 

744 
Wilberfor^,  W.  9,  174^  999. 

391,338,347,776 
Wynn,  C.  W.  7, 163,  171, 175, 

991  •,  933,  968,  315,  519^ 

513,597,779,784 
Yoike,C39],  451,511, 693 


BND  OF  TOLr  XYlt 


Priatod  by  T.  C  Haamid,  Petoboroogb-Coort, 
Fleei-Sfareety  liondoo* 


r 


^^ 


